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The Nation (Thailand) 

January 24, 2003, Friday 

Turtle pact signed here 

      Marine turtles across Southeast Asia and the Indian Ocean stand to benefit from a new international

      agreement conceived to ensure their long-term survival. 

      Twenty countries from around the region, including the Philippines, Sri Lanka, Tanzania and Vietnam, whose

      sea turtles face similar threats, committed themselves yesterday to work together to reduce those threats,

      conserve the turtles' natural habitats, increase public awareness and promote regional cooperation to save

      sea turtles. The multilateral agreement was reached in Bangkok yesterday after the start of a three-day

      meeting of the signatory states to the Memorandum of Understanding on the Conservation and Management

      of Marine Turtles and their Habitats of the Indian Ocean and Southeast Asia. 

      UN Environment Programme executive director Klaus Toepfer described the meeting as historic. "The

      implementation of this agreement should mark a turning point in the conservation of Indian Ocean and

      Southeast Asian marine turtles." __________________________________________________________________________________________

The Guardian (London) 

January 23, 2003 

 Thursday Radio: Pick of the day 

           Alex Kirby winds up this season of Costing the Earth (9pm, Radio 4) by investigating the trailing ends of the   West's military campaign against Yugoslavia. Many of the cruise missiles launched to persuade Slobodan      Milosevic to end his ethnic cleansing were aimed at the country's infrastructure. Now the United Nations      environment programme is trying to clean up the mess, particularly at one giant petro-chemical plant.   But both the British and the American governments are flatly refusing to help pay for the project. __________________________________________________________________________________________

M2 PRESSWIRE 

January 23, 2003 

Switch to unleaded fuel in sight' for Africa, according to new UN environment programme report 

      DATELINE: Nairobi 

      BODY: 

      An international effort to phase out lead, the health-hazardous heavy metal, from petrol is accelerating as

      increasing numbers of African countries switch to unleaded fuel. 

      Research, to be presented to environment ministers attending a key conference organized by the United

      Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), indicates that within five years, most African countries will

      have phased out, or be close to phasing out, lead from petrol. 

      A survey carried out by UNEP, which is a leading member of the global Partnership for Clean Fuels and

      Vehicles, shows that four countries - Egypt, Libya, Mauritius and the Sudan - are already fully lead-free.

      This year four other nations or dependent territories, Morocco, Reunion, Tunisia and Western Sahara will join

      them. Meanwhile, a further 22, including Eritrea, Ghana, Kenya, Nigeria, South Africa, Togo and Uganda,

      have or are in the process of drawing up action plans to phase out leaded fuel by 2005-2006, the research

      indicates. 

      Plans are under way to bring the remaining countries on board, many of which are in Central Africa, in order

      to deliver the goal of a lead-free continent and a lead-free world. 

      Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's Executive Director, said: "It has been known for many years that lead in petrol or

      gasoline is a serious health risk, particularly to children. Studies have demonstrated that children living near

      roads and in urban areas where leaded petrol is used can suffer brain damage with symptoms including lower

      intelligence scores. This is why it has been phased out and banned in countries in Western Europe, North

      America, parts of the Far East and elsewhere and why it is being rapidly phased out in many other parts of

      the world." 

      "But much of Africa, mainly for technological reasons, a lack of awareness of the health risks and

      misconceptions about the impact of unleaded fuels on engines, has lagged behind. However, partly because

      of work already under way and the new impetus from the global Partnership for Clean Fuels and Vehicles, the

      situation is rapidly changing and a lead free Africa is in sight. Lead is not the only pollutant they are

      targeting. Others include sulphur, which is linked with effects including smog and the acidification of

      waterways", he said. 

      "This is one of, if not the first, concrete outcome of the World Summit on Sustainable Development held six

      months ago in Johannesburg, South Africa. The voluntary initiative, a so-called Type II project, was born

      there with funding and support from governments, the private sector including the oil and automobile

      industries, civil society and international organizations like UNEP. Let us hope that the success being

      achieved, bodes well for the other Type II voluntary partnerships in areas ranging from coral reefs to

      environmental law", said Mr. Toepfer. 

      He announced today that, as a small but symbolic push toward the lead-free goal, the on-site filling station

      at the United Nations headquarters in Kenya, which currently sells both leaded and unleaded petrol, will in

      future only sell unleaded fuel. 

      Rob De Jong, UNEP's programme officer for urban environment, said there were a lot of motoring myths

      about leaded versus unleaded fuels which was making some vehicle owners reluctant to use the cleaner fuel.

      "Many people who drive older cars are convinced that they will suffer engine damage if they fill up with

      unleaded fuel. But this really is not the case. Only under the extreme conditions of a laboratory test can

      effects be seen. In the real world, under normal motoring conditions prevailing in Africa, unleaded petrol

      works well if not better in most if not all vehicles. Unleaded petrol also allows motorists to drive vehicles with

      catalytic converters. This is another key health and environmental reason for using the cleaner fuels as they

      can reduce emissions by 90 per cent", he said. 

      The World Summit and its Plan of Implementation has targets and timetables for a wide range of sustainable

      development issues. In respect of leaded petrol, it calls for the rapid, global phase out, of this key pollutant.

      The work is also being guided by the Dakar Declaration of March 2002 in which countries backed a phase out

      of lead in petrol by 2005. 

      Partners have pledged nearly $500,000 for this. UNEP is acting as a "clearing house", through which the

      various partners will be gathering and exchanging information on key issues including the status of

      phase-outs in developing countries. 

      UNEP will also be assisting in developing and implementing action plans, organizing workshops to help

      countries phase out lead in petrol, as well as promote cleaner fuels and vehicles in general, bring in new

      partners and develop and distribute fact packs and other information materials to assist countries in

      informing consumers on the argument in favour of unleaded fuels. 

      Around 90 per cent of the world's petrol supplies are now unleaded. However, the 10 per cent that is still

      leaded is concentrated in developing countries, especially Africa. 

      A report on the phase-out of leaded petrol (document UNEP/GC.22/INF/23) will be given to an estimated

      100 environment ministers attending UNEP's 22nd Governing Council in Nairobi, 3 to 7 February 2003 (for

      more information on the Council session, see http://www.unep.org/GoverningBodies/GC22/. 

    Please also see www.unep.org/dpdl/urbanenvironment/workshop, as well as http://www.uneptie.org/energy/act/tp/index.htm for more information on this subject and UNEP's work in

      the transport sector. 

      _________________________________________________________________________________________

Associated Press Worldstream 

January 23, 2003 

U.S. offers Spain help with oil tanker disaster 

The United States will send oil spill experts to help Spain cope with the environmental catastrophe caused

      by the sinking of the tanker Prestige, Environmental Protection Agency director Christine Todd Whitman said

      Thursday. 

      Todd Whitman said the agency was willing to share what it learned from the enormous Exxon Valdez oil spill

      off Alaska in 1989. "We are prepared to provide the expertise of scientists who dealt with the Exxon Valdez,"

      she told reporters in Madrid before traveling to the northwest Galicia region where she flew over the coastal

      stretch worst affected by the Prestige spill. 

      In Madrid, she signed an environmental cooperation deal with Environment Minister Jaume Matas. 

      The Prestige sank in November off Spain's northwestern coast with a cargo of 77,000 tons (20.5 million

      gallons) of fuel oil. About one quarter spilled, tarring hundreds of miles (kilometers) of coastline in Spain and

      France. The rest of the oil in the ship's tanks is leaking gradually. 

      Spain estimates total cleanup costs will be at least 1 billion euros ($US1.06 billion). 

      Referring to the Exxon Valdez, she said the United States had learnt a great deal about coastal rehabilitation

      and ways to deal with the long-term consequences of spills. 

      Matas asked Todd Whitman for U.S. support for Spain's proposal to set up a special United Nations fund for

      environmental disasters at the UN Environment Program meeting in Nairobi in February. __________________________________________________________________________________________
BBC

UN war clean-up lacks UK  cash

               Pancevo's petrochemical plant, one of the hotspots

               By Alex Kirby 

               BBC News Online environment correspondent 

               The UK is failing to fund a United Nations scheme to put  right environmental damage in Yugoslavia caused by  the Nato bombardment of 1999. 

               It says it is channelling support for the clean-up through  a separate European Union (EU) scheme. 

               But all EU member states are obliged to support that  project, the EU Community Assistance for  Reconstruction, Development and Stabilisation. 

               Funding for the UN's work, which  many Nato members are supporting, is voluntary. 

               The disclosure that the UK is  not backing the UN's work  was obtained by the BBC Radio 4 programme Costing  the Earth. 

               It reported on the way in which countries try to restore  their damaged environments after a conflict, and

               focussed on Yugoslavia, which was attacked by Nato  four years ago. 

               Modest means 

               After years of conflict in the Balkans the UN Environment  Programme set up a dedicated division, the

               Post-Conflict Assessment Unit (PCAU), to help countries  emerging from war. 

               In Yugoslavia it identified four hotspots that had been  bombed and needed urgent action.   They were an oil refinery at Novi  Sad; a mining centre at Bor; a  car plant in Kragujevac; and a  petrochemical plant at Pancevo,  near Belgrade. 

               The unit's budget for its entire work programme is  $11.2m. Pasi Rinne, from Finland, is the PCAU's  senior policy advisor. 

               He told Costing the Earth:  "With the $11.2m we have  been able to reduce environmental risks at all  of these locations. 

               "We've been able to show that the environment is an  important thing, and there are people and governments  who care for environmental issues. 

               "In all of these locations the co-operation has been  very constructive. The national and local authorities are very involved." 

               Asked which countries were supporting the unit, Mr  Rinne said: "Many of the Nato countries have given  funds, including the Netherlands, Denmark, Norway and Germany. 

               "The UK and the US have not yet supported the  programme." 

               No choice 

               The UK's Department for International Development  (DfID) told Costing the Earth it was "supporting the  remediation of hotspot areas" through its contribution  to the EU programme. 

               What the Department did not say was that all EU member states are required automatically to support               this programme. 

               Nor did it explain why the UK, unlike many of its Nato  allies, had chosen not to fund the PCAU's work. 

               Apart from the four hotspots, Mr  Rinne is also concerned at the  possible risk to local people from

               the remains of depleted  uranium (DU) ammunition used  by the Nato forces. 

               DU is 1.7 times denser  than lead, and is used in bombs and artillery rounds  to punch a hole through

               armoured vehicles. 

               Although it is appreciably  less radioactive than  ordinary uranium, it can  still be a problem. A DU

               round turns into a spray of  molten dust on impact, and the dust can cause cancer if  it enters the body. 

               Lingering fears 

               Jelena Beronja, an environmental campaigner, told Costing the Earth the prospect frightened her. 

               She said: "I've talked to people from the Institute of  Nuclear Sciences from Belgrade who've been to these  places. 

               "Maybe it's my own decision that I want to believe what   people in the Institute said, that there are only four affected spots in Serbia and one in Montenegro. 

               "At least it's easier to live that way than to be afraid all  your life." 

               Pasi Rinne said the DU contamination the PCAU had  found was not very high-level, but he feared it posed  unnecessary additional risks to local people, and could  harm them in the long term. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Press Trust of India

 January 22, 2003 Wednesday

Participants at World Economic Forum

   Jaswant to lead delegation to World Economic ForumIndian Finance Minister  Jaswant Singh, who leads a high-power business delegation to World Economic  Forum at Davos, will use the opportunity to send positive signals to global  business community to woo foreign investment.

   Singh, who leaves for Davos Wednesday, will have interactive sessions with  over 1000 world business leaders during the six-day meet beginning on January  23.

   He will chair the plenary on "bridging the divide: moving beyond words" in  which he would showcase the reform measures that were being taken by the  Government with renewed vigour.

   Apart from Singh, the World Economic Forum meet would be attended by Chief  Ministers of Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka, Chandrababu Naidu and S.M. Krishna  respectively, considered to be two progressive and reform oriented state  leaders.

   Singh is also scheduled to have meetings with Malaysian Prime Minister  Mahathir Mohammed and foreign ministers of Australia and Afghanistan, Alexander  Downer and Abdullah Abdullah respectively.

   He will be accompanied Finance Secretary S Narayan and Chief Economic Adviser  Ashok Lahiri besides a large Indian business delegation from CII including Rahul  Bajaj and Arun Bharat Ram.

   In an 'Informal gathering of WEF leaders', Singh will co-chair a session on  'Economic and Geopolitical Implications of Fight Against International  Terrorism' where US Secretary of State Colin Powell will be one of the keynote  speakers.

   Singh is also expected to do a special 'Briefing on India'.

   Andhra Pradesh Chief Ministry Chandrababu Naidu will be defining migration  priorities in a workshop and also speak on how mega-cities in the developing  world address the challenges of massive urbanisation.

   Karnataka Chief Minister S M Krishna will discuss the effect of Globalisation  on Poverty and Inequality and how public private partnership can work  effectively.

   Planning Commission member N K Singh will participate in a session on  international trade and capacity building and also be part of the informal  gathering of the leaders of WEF and contribute to discussions on informal  gathering of World Leaders Meeting to identify Doha 'Development Round' Success

 Factors.

   Keeping the right balance, the WEF meeting with 'Building Trust' would focus  on majority of social development issues, Reema Nanavaty, Director Rural  Development, SEWA, Joe Madiath, Executive Director of Gram Vikas and Ashok  Khosla, Development Alternatives would be some of the key people representing

 the NGOs and the social sector. Their deliberations will include subjects like  philnthropy, health, women issues and environment.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Minister says Kyoto won't kill Canada oil projects
  CALGARY, Alberta - Implementation of the Kyoto climate accord will not kill investment in Canada's burgeoning oil sands industry even   though one project has been put on hold, the country's energy minister said. 

  "Although Kyoto has some impact, it does not have an impact that will cause projects to be canceled," Herb Dhaliwal, minister of natural  resources, told reporters. 

  "In fact, if you look at the announcements, projects are going ahead and I'm confident that more will be announced." 

  Before Canada ratified the international treaty on cutting greenhouse gas emissions late last year, the oil industry had complained that  uncertainty of the costs threatened oil sands development. 

  Canada's oil-laden sands are seen as its oil industry's future as it moves to boost production to meet a growing thirst in North America for  secure oil supplies. 

  But in December, Dhaliwal promised to limit the industry's costs, capping the amount it would have to pay for cutting carbon dioxide  emissions at C$15 a tonne and setting a maximum "emissions intensity" target of 15 percent below business-as-usual levels for 2010. 

  Last week, TrueNorth Energy, a unit of U.S. industrial giant Koch Industries, shelved a C$3.5 billion ($2.2 billion) northern Alberta oil  sands project, blaming rising labor and material costs, jittery capital markets and uncertainty over Kyoto. 

  However, Suncor Energy Inc. (SU.TO), the biggest single oil sands player, has said Kyoto's impact would not be "material" and said its  spending would continue. 

  "We predicted right from day one that the cost would be anywhere around 12 to 14 (Canadian cents per barrel of synthetic crude  produced from the oil sands). Some of the industries have put it a little higher at 20 to 27 cents a barrel," Dhaliwal said after announcing  Ottawa would kick C$1.66 million into industry research on clean coal technology. 

  "I think that's manageable and they'll be able to deal with that in their costs." 

  He downplayed Kyoto's impact on TrueNorth's Fort Hills project, for which construction was slated to start this year. The firm was unable  to find a partner to share the risk. 

  "Of course, some of these projects, they're based on many issues, not just on Kyoto," he said. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Whales probe Arctic fjord's   secrets
               Belugas are an ideal species for data collection

               By Alex Kirby 

               BBC News Online environment correspondent 

               Scientists have found a novel way to unravel the   mysteries of a fjord in the high Arctic. 

               They mounted sensors on white whales to measure the  salinity and temperature patterns of the fjord during its   initial winter freezing. 

               The measurements revealed a previously unreported  inflow of warm water under the ice from the north               Atlantic. 

               The scientists say their experiment in the Svalbard  archipelago could work just as well elsewhere. 

               The scientists, from Norway and the UK, report their   innovative data-gathering method in Geophysical               Research Letters, published by the American  Geophysical Union. 

               It involved installing satellite-linked conductivity-temperature-depth (CTD) loggers on three               white whales. 

               The whales, known also as belugas, dived regularly to   the bottom of Storfjorden, off the east coast of the  main island of Spitsbergen, reaching areas it would  have been difficult to monitor from a ship. 

               All three animals' instruments collected data, but the  transmissions from two were garbled, so the report   details the results obtained from the third. 

               Climate change insights 

               The CTD profiles it successfully transmitted over 63  days showed that the fjord has a substantial inflow of  warm north Atlantic water. 

               The researchers say this   runs contrary to the  conventional wisdom that it  contains only cold Arctic               water. 

               They say model results  suggest the observed Arctic Ocean warming is being  caused by an increased               flow of north Atlantic water  through both the Barents  Sea and the Fram Strait. 

               But it is not clear whether  natural variability or   long-term climate change  is causing the warming. 

               They say: "CTD measurements from areas such as  Storfjorden are crucial for tracking and understanding  ocean systems, but these measurements are expensive  to obtain and depend on ships. 

               "However, deployment of satellite-linked CTD loggers  on ice-adapted marine mammals may be an effective   means to obtain large amounts of data from areas  where oceanographic sampling is logistically difficult, in  a cost-effective manner." 

               The data showed the warmest water was in the deepest  parts of the fjord, above a layer of cold, more saline  water which the authors thought was probably a remnant  from dense water formed the previous winter. 

               Compact instrument carriers 

               They say this northward flow of warm water "has the  potential to have a large influence on the heat content   of the water column and therefore also impact ice  formation." 

               They say the whales   themselves are "good   candidates for carrying CTD  loggers". 

               "They are small enough to capture and handle, while  they are large enough to  carry early-generation CTD tags without undue stress."

               They write: "Observation  programmes can utilise   suitable 'support staff' to  carry satellite-linked CTD               equipment (e.g. ringed  seals, bearded seals,  hooded seals, white whales   etc. could sample different Arctic environments). 

               No reaction 

               "The information gleaned will also provide very direct  habitat information that is hitherto largely unknown for   these animals." 

               One of the scientists involved in the experiment is Ole  Anders Nost, of the Norwegian Polar Institute, Tromso.  He told BBC News Online: "The belugas swim very close  to the shore, and we simply caught them in nets. 

               "I was amazed that it was possible to do it at all. They're about 2-4m long, and need several people to               hold them in the water. 

               "We embedded the loggers just beneath the skin in   their blubber. We didn't anaesthetise them, but they

               showed no reaction, and I don't think they felt anything." _________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Advisory Panels Stacked, Scientists Warn 

                      By J.R. Pegg 

                      WASHINGTON, DC, January 23, 2003 (ENS) - American scientists are  growing increasingly worried that the Bush administration is manipulating   scientific advisory committees in order to further its political agenda. 

                      The federal government relies on hundreds of these committees to provide  agencies with unbiased advice based on the best science available as well as   to peer review grant proposals for scientific research. 

                      The Bush administration, many scientists fear, has distorted this process by   putting committee members through political litmus tests, eliminating  committees whose findings looked likely to disagree with its policies, and  stacking committees with individuals who have a vested interest in steering  conclusions to benefit effected industries. 

                      Scientist John Turner holds a beaker containing a solar cell  electrolyzer submerged in an alkaline aqueous solution. (Photo by   Richard Peterson courtesy NREL)

                      "We've seen a consistent pattern of putting people in who will ensure that the administration hears what it  wants to hear," said Dr. David Michaels, a research  professor in the Department of Environmental and Occupational Health at George Washington  University's School of Public Health. Addressing   reporters at a press briefing today in Washington, Dr. Michaels said, "That  doesn't help science, and it doesn't help the country." 

                      The Bush administration says it is doing what every other administration has done in the past, but many scientists take issue with this defense. 

                      "The Clinton administration did not do this," said Dr. Lynn Goldman, a   pediatrician and professor at the Bloomberg School of Public Health at Johns   Hopkins University. "They did not exclude people based on some sort of  litmus test." 

                                    Pediatrician Dr. Lynn Goldman was assistant administrator of the  Office of Prevention, Pesticides and Toxic Substances of the U.S. EPA   under the Clinton administration. (Photo courtesy Johns Hopkins Magazine)

                                    "These are not just the concerns of a few scientists or   members of the public health community but of a broad   array of people across the country," added Kelly O'Brien, associate executive director of public affairs for the  American Public Health Association (APHA). 

                      The role of these committees is not to tell the administration what they want  to hear, Michaels argues, but to tell them what science has concluded about  the issue under discussion. 

                      "You hire political appointees to move your political agenda forward," he  observes. "But the role of scientific advisory committees is quite different. It  is to give advice to the agencies and to the public on what is the best   science." 

                      "This is a threat to the fundamental principles that we want to make decisions  based on the best available science," Goldberg added. 

                      Americans may be unfamiliar with the role of scientific advisory committees,  but the impact of the advice they give is extensive. Rules and regulations that  govern clean air, clean water, food safety and pesticide use, among others,  have been devised with scientific advice from such committees. 

                      The growing concern from American scientists comes from a slew of examples. Members of the Center for Disease Control's (CDC) Advisory  Committee on Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention were replaced last year  with individuals with close ties to the lead industry, including Dr. William Banner, who has provided written testimony on behalf of lead industry defendants in a lawsuit in Rhode Island. 

                      Banner is on record as believing that lead is only harmful in levels that are seven to 10 times higher than the current CDC blood lead levels. The CDC estimates some 890,000 U.S. children ages one to five have elevated levels of  lead in their blood. 

                      Fifteen of the 18 members of the Advisory Committee to the Director of the  National Health Center for Environmental Health were replaced last year. This committee assesses the health impact of exposure to environmental chemicals.  Among the new members is the former president of the Chemical Industry            Institute for Toxicology. 

                                      Health and Human Services Secretary Tommy Thompson (Photo  courtesy U.S. Government)

                                      Tommy Thompson, Secretary of the Department of  Health and Human Services (HHS), dissolved a committee charged with analyzing the federal system  for protecting human research subjects. A committee   tasked with giving the U.S. Food and Drug   Administration advice on oversight of the genetics                                      testing industry was similarly disbanded. 

                                      A respected scientist nominated to serve on an HHS  peer review study section, which is charged with reviewing research grant    proposals submitted to the National Institute for Occupational Safety and                      Health, was rejected for her support of an ergonomics rule overturned by the  Bush administration last year. 

                      A consultant to the Army Science Board was disapproved for full membership  on the committee because, he was told, he contributed to Senator John  McCain's campaign, an allegation that was false. 

                      A new member of the Food and Drug Administration's Reproductive Health Drugs Advisory Committee, Dr. David Hager, helped the Christian Medical  Association lobby for a safety review of a drug the committee approved two  years ago. The announcement that Hager, who has very few research credits,                      had been put on the committee was released on Christmas Eve. 

                      The trouble with this politicization of the process by which scientists advise  the government, Michaels explained, is that they will directly impact the  government's willingness to act. 

                      "I don't think there is really any danger of a committee coming out and making   a statement so far out of the mainstream that it takes us in a different  direction," he explained. "What these committees will do, and I think this is   what the administration wants, is to essentially throw their hands up and say  there is too much uncertainty. That sort of paralysis is dangerous." 

                      Dr. Martin Apple (Photo courtesy University of Kansas Merrill Advanced Studies Center)

                      The trust the public has in science, and in the  scientific advice offered by the government for public  health issues, could be gravely affected by these  developments, said Dr. Martin Apple, president of the            Council of Scientific Society Presidents. 

                      "Public trust is like Humpty Dumpty," Apple said. "It   is difficult to establish, easy to lose and nearly  impossible to restore." 

                      It is not that anyone expects scientific advisory committee members to be  completely unbiased, Goldman said. Rather, it is critical that these committees  are focused only on the science, leaving political, economic and religious bias   out of the equation. 

                      "If you attempt to predetermine the outcome of the scientific discussion by  selecting certain people for science committees or by constructing a consensus before you bring the group together, then you are distorting the   process," Goldman added. "For the past several months, again and again with  this current administration, we've seen evidence of this occurring." 

                      Goldman, who served as the assistant administrator for the Office of  Prevention, Pesticide and Toxic Substances within the Environmental  Protection Agency (EPA) from 1993 to 1998, has firsthand experience with the   Bush administration's policy on scientific advisory committees. Goldman and  two other experts on the effects of pesticides on children were invited to   speak at an EPA funded conference that was scheduled for September 2002. 

                      In July 2002, representatives from the pesticides industry wrote to the EPA to  protest the conference and specifically the participation of Goldman and the other two scientists at the event. The EPA then rescheduled the conference  for June 2003 and has not re invited any of the three. 

                      The overarching concern, Goldman said, is the apparent influence of the  pesticide industry on the EPA. 

                                      Congressman Henry Waxman has represented the Los Angeles   area since 1974. (Photo courtesy Office of the Representative)

                                      California Representative Henry Waxman, a Democrat,   agreed and sent EPA Administrator Christie Todd  Whitman a letter on December 20, 2002 asking for an  explanation by January 6, 2003. 

                                      Waxman's spokesperson Karen Lightfoot told ENS  that the Congressman has not received any response   from the EPA. 

                      In late October 2002, Waxman and 11 other members of Congress sent a letter  to HHS Secretary Thompson, detailing concern with "a pattern of events … suggesting that scientific decision making is being subverted by ideology and   that scientific information that does not fit the administration's political                      agenda is being suppressed." 

                      HHS did reply to Waxman and his colleagues, but their explanations did not satisfy the letter writers. A subsequent letter asking for more detailed  information was sent on December 18, 2002. 

                      Lightfoot said there has been no response to the December 18 letter, but   added that Congressman Waxman will closely monitor "this trend of putting ideology before science." 

                      Groups like the American Public Health Association, which has some 50,000  members, are calling on Congress to further explore just what the Bush  administration is doing with scientific advisory committees. APHA drafted a   series of recommendations, including the reevaluation of newly reconstituted   advisory panels and the creation of criteria to guide the selection of members  on public health advisory committees and peer review research committees at   all levels of government - federal, state and local. 

                      Poster for the Scientific Computing Division Advisory    Panel convened by the National               Center for Atmospheric Research  (Photo courtesy )

                      There is concern that if the  process continues forward without serious review that       many qualified scientists   will decline to involve themselves with future committees. 

                      "Scientists and the federal   government in the United  States have established an effective system of providing expert advice," Apple said. "But the best scientists are only willing to serve on such advisory     groups when they believe that they are unbiased and will produce scientifically sound results. Once this currency is debased, the best scientists  will decline to take the time out from their lives to participate, and the  government will lose an irreplaceable resource." 

                      "This will cause severe and last damage to the national interest and should be actively prevented," Apple urged. 

                      There is "no glory" for scientists to take part in the vast majority of scientific  advisory committees, Michaels said. They are only compensated for travel  and accommodations, and the work is often long and tedious. 

                      "It is quite possible that these are isolated, anecdotal incidents," Goldman  suggested. "But then why hasn't there been an attempt to rectify them?" 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

 ROAP Media Update -  24 January 2003

_____________________________________________________


Topical News Issues
SOUTH ASIA: UNEP Warns Of Threat To Forests
UN Wire, January 23, 2003 - Land degradation, the expansion of deserts and the breakup of natural habitats are putting South Asia's forest resources at risk, according to a U.N. Environment Program report released this week.
State of the Environment identifies economic and societal causes for the problem, including industrialization and a lack of job security, as well as environmental factors like natural disasters.  UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said the report is meant to "provide concrete guidance for action planning, policy setting and resource allocation."
UNEP also released a youth version of the report, Children of the Monsoon, written by young people from groups belonging to the South Asia Youth Environment Network.  Both documents were launched in Colombo, Sri Lanka, ahead of next month's UNEP Governing Council Session and Global Ministerial Environment Forum in Nairobi. 
http://www.unfoundation.org/unwire/util/category_search.asp?objCat=environment 

TURTLES: 20 Countries Meet To Discuss Protections
UN Wire, January 23, 2003 - Representatives of 20 countries met in Bangkok yesterday to take the first steps toward establishing protections for six imperiled species of sea turtles in Southeast Asia and the Indian Ocean.
The meeting is the first for partners in an agreement aimed at reducing threats, preserving habitat and raising public awareness of the turtles' dangerously dwindling numbers.  The ancient animals, some species of which have remained virtually unchanged since the age of the dinosaurs, have been the victims of accidental catch by industrial fishing boats and unsustainable harvesting at their nesting sites, according to the U.N. Environment Program.
UNEP is partially funding the new secretariat for the agreement, to be based in Bangkok.  Thailand has not yet signed the agreement, but along with India, Indonesia and the Maldives, it has begun the process of joining.  Among the agreement's signatories are Australia, Iran, the Philippines, Madagascar, Tanzania and the United States.
A similar agreement exists in Africa to protect marine turtles off the Atlantic coast, according to UNEP (Agence France-Presse, Jan. 22).
http://www.unfoundation.org/unwire/util/category_search.asp?objCat=environment 

South Asia environmental report finds excessive land degradation
Nepal Post Report - KATHMANDU, Jan 21 : The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) today launched state of the environment report for South Asia.
A statement issued by UNEP received here today said the report was released today in Colombo, Sri Lanka, and that it had identified five key environmental issues: livelihood security, environmental disasters, industrialization, urbanization and biodiversity loss.
The South Asia State of the Environment Report, "shows the region suffering from excessive land degradation, desertification, and habitat fragmentation, depleting the wide variety of forest products that are an important source of food, medicine and income for indigenous people."
http://www.nepalnews.com.np/contents/englishdaily/ktmpost/2003/jan/jan22/index.htm

and also - UNEP LAUNCHES STATE OF THE ENVIRONMENT REPORT
http://www.environmentnepal.com.np/news_d.asp?id=352 

City on smog alert
The Australian, January 24, 2003 - MELBOURNE has again been covered in a smokey haze as bushfires burn in Victoria's north-east.
The Environment Protection Agency has issued a smog alert for the city, with the smoke and an expected temperature of 37 degrees combining to cause poor visibility.
http://www.theaustralian.news.com.au/common/story_page/0,5744,5883165%255E1702,00.html 


Environmentally Friendly Vehicle confab kicks off
The first International Meeting on Environmentally Friendly Vehicles opened Thursday in Tokyo as part of global efforts to develop greener vehicles and fight air pollution and global warming. 
Participants gathering for the two-day conference include representatives from the United States, China and the European Union as well as three international organizations. 
Major topics include how to harmonize regulations on emissions and fuel efficiency, proceed with technological development for common use, give users and automakers incentives through taxes and subsidies, and provide support for developing countries.
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/cgi-bin/getarticle.pl5?nb20030124a6.htm 

________________________________________________________________________________________

ROE

UN or UNEP in the news

BBC: UN war clean-up lacks UK cash

The UK is failing to fund a United Nations scheme to put right environmental damage in Yugoslavia caused by the Nato bombardment of 1999. 

It says it is channelling support for the clean-up through a separate European Union (EU) scheme. 

But all EU member states are obliged to support that project, the EU Community Assistance for Reconstruction, Development and Stabilisation…… The disclosure that the UK is not backing the UN's work was obtained by the BBC Radio 4 programme Costing the Earth…. 

After years of conflict in the Balkans the UN Environment Programme set up a dedicated division, the Post-Conflict Assessment Unit (PCAU), to help countries emerging from war… The unit's budget for its entire work programme is $11.2m. Pasi Rinne, from Finland, is the PCAU's senior policy advisor. He told Costing the Earth: "With the $11.2m we have been able to reduce environmental risks at all of these locations. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/science/nature/2684891.stm
The environmental damage of war in Iraq

Online commentary: There has been much debate about Iraq - but not about the considerable environmental damage which a war would cause. Duncan McLaren and Ian Willmore of Friends of the Earth assess the evidence…….

First, targeting industrial and military sites such as armaments factories and oil refineries is likely to lead to acute chemical pollution. A report on the Kosovo war by the United Nations Environment Programme concluded that military action resulted in no general 'ecological catastrophe', but resulted in "some serious hot spots where contamination by hazardous substances released during the air strikes poses risks for human health and the aquatic environment".

http://observer.co.uk/iraq/story/0,12239,878001,00.html
General Environment news

European Farm Law Reform Raked by Green Groups 

BRUSSELS, Belgium, January 22, 2003 (ENS) - The European Commission today released draft legislation for major reform of the EU's Common Agricultural Policy (CAP), including proposals to make farm support more environmentally responsive.

http://ens-news.com/ens/jan2003/2003-01-22-03.asp
Rabo intermediary in Dutch greenhouse gas projects
AMSTERDAM - Dutch cooperative Rabobank said this week it had signed an agreement with the government to become a financial intermediary for projects aimed at reducing "greenhouse gas" emissions by 10 million tonnes.

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/19530/story.htm
US insists WTO farm talks deadlines must be met

GENEVA - The United States insists a March deadline for an initial accord in talks on world farm trade reform must be met, despite the European Union's problems in agreeing its own stance, a top U.S. official said yesterday. Allen Johnson, chief U.S. negotiator at WTO)..said that if the 15-member EU was still not ready, the head of the WTO agriculture committee should go ahead regardless and produce his draft for the rules by the end of March.

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/19544/story.htm
Monsoon records show link with global climate

LONDON - Indian monsoons are a world away from cold spells in the North Atlantic but scientists said yesterday a long-term link exists between the two which is a key to understanding global climate. Researchers in India and the United States studied sediment samples from the Arabian Sea to build up a detailed record of the patterns of the Asian monsoon during the Holocene, a period of about 11,000 years from the end of the last glacial period to the present. Their record shows that weak summer monsoons coincided with cold spells thousands of miles away in the North Atlantic.

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/19540/story.htm
EU's Nielson blasts US "lies" in GM food row

BRUSSELS - The European Union's overseas aid chief accused the United States this week of spreading lies about the EU's stance on genetically modified (GM) food. European Development Commissioner Poul Nielson said U.S. Trade Representative Robert Zoellick lied when, earlier this month, he said some EU governments had threatened to withdraw aid from poor countries that used biotechnology food products.

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/19523/story.htm
Political news

New EU states need to spend big on environment

BRUSSELS - The 10 countries set to join the European Union next year must spend between 80 billion and 110 billion euros ($85-117 billion) to meet EU environmental norms, the bloc's top environment official said.

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/19535/story.htm
______________________________________________________________________________________

ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS FROM NORTH AMERICAN MEDIA (RONA)

23 January 2003

Senate Backs Relaxation Of Clean Air Regulations, Washington Post, 22/1:  In a blow to environmentalists, a Democratic effort to delay President Bush's plan to relax the New Source Review regulations of the federal Clean Air Act was struck down by the Senate yesterday. The Senate vote paves the way for industrial polluters to upgrade plants without installing state-of-the-art pollution controls, as the law currently requires.  (See http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A30103-2003Jan22.html)

Strong aims to help China become leader on ecology, Toronto Globe and Mail, 22/1:  In a sign of increasing international concern about the ecological challenges posed by China, one of the world's most prominent greens has moved to Beijing and set up shop as an environmental consultant -- Maurice Strong. He plans to help tackle pollution, deforestation, pesticide use, and other environmental problems in China by advising business and government on ecological matters.  (See http://www.globeandmail.com/servlet/ArticleNews/PEstory/TGAM/20030122/USTRON/Environment/environment/environment_temp/1/1/1/)

Kyoto Protocol linked to support for Iraq war, Scripps Howard News Service, 23/1:  President Bush's rejection of the Kyoto Protocol, and his failure to act decisively to reduce US greenhouse gas emissions is undermining European support for war with Iraq, foreign policy experts said.  (See http://www.gosanangelo.com/sast/news_world/article/0,1897,SAST_4962_1691540,00.html)

Churches go green, Christian Science Monitor, 23/1:  Churches, mosques, and synagogues look for ways to make their buildings more energy efficient, both to heed ethical imperatives against waste, and also to save money.  (See http://www.csmonitor.com/2003/0123/p11s02-lire.html)

New Report Denounces Impact of Three Gorges Dam, IPS, 22/1:  The resettlement of hundreds of thousands of people dislocated by China's controversial Three Gorges Dam project has been marked by inadequate compensation, serious abuses of human rights and widespread corruption, says a report released this week by California-based International Rivers Network (IRN).  (See http://www.ipsnews.net/interna.asp?idnews=15360)

The EPA's Lonely Moderate, Washington Post, 22/1:  It's awfully lonely being Christine Whitman. Love her or hate her, it's impossible not to feel a pang of sympathy for the administrator of the US Environmental Protection Agency. She sits behind a desk at the center of an environmental debate that has lately become ludicrously, almost hysterically, polarized. After two years in the job, she has, she says, her own way of determining whether she has taken the "right" stand in a regulatory debate: "If I'm getting equally blasted by both sides, I know I'm in the right place."  (See http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A25039-2003Jan21.html)

_________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today's noon briefing by Hua Jiang, Deputy Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General.

           **UNMOVIC

           Good afternoon.  As you know, the College of Commissioners of the United Nations Monitoring, Verification

     and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) is meeting downstairs as we speak.  This is a special meeting during which

     UNMOVIC’s Executive Chairman Hans Blix and the Commissioners will review the inspectors’ work on the ground in

     Iraq.  They will also discuss how Mr. Blix will formulate his update to the Security Council, which is due for this

     Monday. 

           As usual, as soon as we get the daily Baghdad update, we'll make it available to you.

           **Secretary-General to Paris Summit

           The Secretary-General is leaving New York tonight, to travel to Paris for a summit this weekend of heads of

     State to deal with the crisis in Côte d’Ivoire.

           On Saturday, he will attend this summit and speak at the meeting of Côte d’Ivoire’s political forces, as well as

     at another meeting on the follow-up mechanism to the Paris Conference.

           On Sunday, as the summit continues, he plans to participate in a joint press conference with French

     President Jacques Chirac and South African President Thabo Mbeki, before heading back to New York later in the

     day.

           As you are already aware, he will attend the Security Council open meeting on Iraq next Monday, although he

     is not expected to speak at that meeting.

           We have a programme of the Secretary-General’s travels this weekend, available upstairs.

           **Côte d’Ivoire

           Meanwhile, in Abidjan, Carolyn McAskie, the Secretary-General’s Humanitarian Envoy for the crisis in Côte

     d’Ivoire, met yesterday with President Laurent Gbagbo and voiced her concern over the humanitarian situation in that

     country.

           In particular, she expressed concern about the lack of public services –- particularly those dealing with health

     and education –- in rebel-held areas, and underlined the need to protect civilians caught in armed conflict, including

     nearly 1 million Ivoirians who have been displaced from their homes since last September.

           Ms. McAskie asked the President to ensure that his declaration made last

     8 October that no more shanty towns would be destroyed would be respected, and she also asked the President to

     ensure respect for the safety of humanitarian personnel bringing aid to vulnerable people in the country.

           We have a press release with more details upstairs.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council is meeting in closed consultations this morning to discuss the Secretary-General’s

     latest report on Western Sahara, which we flagged earlier this week.

           Assistant Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations Hédi Annabi briefed the Council on the report and

     on the travel to the region last week by the Secretary-General’s Personal Envoy James Baker.

           In that report, the Secretary-General asked the Security Council for a two-month extension of the United

     Nations peacekeeping mission in Western Sahara while the parties consider Baker’s proposals.  Council members

     today discussed a draft resolution for a technical rollover of the Mission.

           There may be a statement to the press by the Security Council President after consultations end.

           **Cyprus

           During yesterday’s meeting, which covered a variety of subjects, His Excellency Mr. Glafcos Clerides, the

     Greek Cypriot leader, and His Excellency Mr. Rauf Denktash, the Turkish Cypriot leader, authorized the United

     Nations to seek submissions on a flag and anthem for Cyprus through open public competition, as foreseen in the

     proposal for a comprehensive settlement put to them by the Secretary-General on 10 December.

           The parties agreed that this procedure needed to be set in motion if a flag and anthem were to be ready to be

     included in a completed agreement by 28 February 2003, so as to enable the Greek Cypriots and the Turkish Cypriots

     to decide on the settlement in separate referenda on 30 March 2003.

           It is understood that the flag and anthem would only be adopted as part of a comprehensive settlement if the

     entire plan is approved in the separate referenda, and a new state of affairs comes into being.

           This decision reflects a shared commitment to ensure that all preparations are made for a completed

     agreement in accordance with the time frame proposed by the Secretary-General.  It should not be taken as an

     indication of the state of play in the ongoing negotiations.

           For more information, please pick-up the press release upstairs.

           **Lebanon

           Late yesterday, The United Nations Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, Terje

     Roed-Larsen, issued a statement on the violations of the Blue Line, which occurred earlier this week.

           Roed-Larsen expressed great concern for Hezbollah’s totally unacceptable attack on an Israeli position across

     the Blue Line.  This attack is part of an unacceptable pattern of serious Blue Line violations, he said.

           Roed-Larsen said that Israel’s response to the unprovoked attack also constitutes a violation of the Blue Line,

     with the tragic consequence of one Lebanese civilian fatality and injury to another civilian.

           He also called on the Lebanese Government to make every effort to take more steps for the return of effective

     authority throughout southern Lebanon, as called for in Security Council resolutions.

           He urged all parties to exercise maximum restraint in order to avoid a dangerous cycle of attacks and

     counter-attacks, particularly at this difficult and unpredictable time in the region.

           The full statement is available upstairs.

           **Middle East

           The United Nations Environment Programme announced that its report “Desk Study on the Environment in the

     occupied Palestinian territories” has been published on its Web site. 

           The report says that conflict-related environmental problems are adding to the pressure already on the

     environment, including pollution and the scarcity of land, weak environmental infrastructure and inadequate resources.

           The report will be presented to the Governing Council when it meets in February.

           **Summit in Gabon

            In the Gabonese capital Libreville, in a message addressed to the Summit meeting of the Economic and

     Monetary Community of Central African States, the Secretary-General said the partnership between the United

     Nations and Africa rests on a vision, which takes into account both the preoccupations and the aspirations of Africans.

           He called on Central African States to use their vast wealth of natural resources in ways that promote

     economic diversity as well as ensure an equitable distribution of this wealth within their countries to ensure sound

     economic growth and sustainable development.

           In the message, delivered by his Representative in the Central African Republic, General Lamine Cisse, the

     Secretary-General called on regional leaders to create an environment of peace and stability.

           In these areas, and others, the New Economic Partnership for Africa’s Development –- NEPAD —- serves as a

     framework for effective cooperation between Africa and the international community, including the United Nations.

           The full text of the message is available in French upstairs.

           **Sudan

           The United Nations team working in Sudan today welcomed the resumption of peace talks brokered by the

     regional Intergovernmental Authority on Development, which re-started after a nine-week break.

           The Secretary-General’s Humanitarian Envoy to Sudan, Tom Eric Vraalsen, said he hoped the talks would

     continue in a spirit of goodwill.  He noted positive developments, including deliveries of food to some 188,500 people

     who had previously been unable to gain access to it and a record number of polio immunizations of children, which

     demonstrate the commitment by both parties to humanitarian goals.

           “United Nations agencies and its partners have already been able to reach a much larger number of people in

     need”, Vraalsen said.  “We hope that this climate continues to allow suffering to be relieved effectively while creating

     the right conditions for meaningful talks.”

           We have copies of a press release with more details upstairs.

           **Democratic Republic of the Congo

           The United Nations Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) issued a statement today saying

     that it was shocked by a press statement, put out two days ago by the RCD-N faction (Congolese Rally for

     Democracy-National), which accused the United Nations peacekeeping mission of partiality.

           Amos Namanga Ngongi, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative in the DRC, denied the charges as

     unfounded, and the Mission said its report on the events at Mambasa was transmitted exclusively to the United

     Nations and, at its request, to one of the accused parties.  It also denied reports that the Mission airlifted militia

     members and filmed events that took place before it was deployed to Ituri.

           The Mission, in its statement, made clear that “during the discharge of its mandate, it will never set traps for

     anyone”, but will work under the mandate given by the Security Council.

           We have copies of the Mission’s statement, in English and French, available upstairs.

           **Afghanistan

           The United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) was informed that the disarmament in

     Farybad has unfortunately been stalled due to differences between the Jamiat faction and the Jumbesh faction. 

     Negotiations are ongoing to settle these issues.  The disarmament exercise began (in the) Faryab province on 18

     January, and 500 light and heavy weapons had been collected. 

           UNAMA said that a national disarmament programme has not yet been started, but relevant commissions are

     being formed, and hopefully they will be in a position very soon to finalize how demobilization and disarmament will

     take place.

           You can find more details regarding the United Nations activities in Afghanistan in the briefing note available

     upstairs.

           **Deputy Secretary-General

           The Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette is in Montreal, Canada today, attending the 13th annual

     McGill Model United Nations Assembly.  She will be the keynote speaker at the opening ceremonies.

           In her speech, she will offer the audience an inside look at what is on the United Nations mind and agenda. 

     We have embargoed copies of her speech available in the Office.  She will be back to the office tomorrow.

           **Guatemala

           The Secretary-General’s Special Representative dealing with human rights defenders, Hina Jilani, says in a

     report she will submit to the Commission on Human Rights that the human rights situation in Guatemala is

     deteriorating, despite some positive Government initiatives.

           Jilani says that the number of violations against people involved in defending human rights has increased over

     the past two years, including a rise in killings, death threats and acts of intimidation that are rarely investigated

     properly.

           She warns, “The involvement of clandestine structures and groups and attacks against defenders and

     allegations of their links with state security forces is a matter of serious concern that must be addressed by the

     Government on an urgent basis.”

           We have a press release with more information upstairs.

           **Digital Divide

           On Friday, starting at 9 a.m. in the Economic and Social Council Chamber, the United Nations Information

     and Communication Task Force is sponsoring a meeting on “Bridging the Digital Divide for the Caribbean”, at which

     several officials from Caribbean governments and the private sector will be present.

           The event is in preparation for the launch of the Digital Diaspora Network for the Caribbean, through which

     Caribbean expatriates working in North America will seek to mentor and underwrite information and communication

     technology initiatives in their home region.

           That's all I have for you.  Any questions?

           Asked for confirmation about the involvement of Liberian “elements” fighting on the side of the rebels in

     Burundi, the spokesman said she could not confirm that particular point, adding that the United Nations is involved in

     the Burundi peace negotiations and has been trying very hard to bring all the conflict parties to agreement.  “We are

     monitoring the situation in that country very closely”, she said. 

           Thank you. Have a very nice afternoon.

· *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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T H U R S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Blix meets with Commissioners ahead of his briefing to Security Council next week

*
Annan heads to Paris summit for talks on Côte d’Ivoire

*
UN envoy concerned at repeated violations of ‘Blue Line’ in southern Lebanon

*
Security Council members agree to extend mandate of UN mission in Western Sahara

*
Natural resources in Palestinian territories under constant pressure, UN agency reports

*
UN authorized to seek submissions on flag and anthem for Cyprus

*
Peace and stability crucial to economic growth in Central Africa, Annan says

*
UN welcomes restart of Sudan peace talks in Nairobi after nine-week break

*
DR of Congo: UN mission refutes charges of bias by rebel group

*
Disarmament process stalled in northern Afghanistan, UN mission says 

*
Despite positive initiatives, human rights in Guatemala deteriorating – UN expert

*
Switch to unleaded fuel in Africa within sight, UN environment agency reports

* * * *

Iraq: inspections

23 January – The College of Commissioners of the United Nations Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) met today at UN Headquarters in New York with Executive Chairman Hans Blix to review the work of the inspectors on the ground in Iraq.

Emerging from the meeting room, Mr. Blix told reporters that they also discussed how he will formulate his scheduled update to the Security Council on Monday. He added, in response to a question, that some things in Iraq were going well, including prompt access to many sites, while some others were not, such as efforts to obtain permission for U2 surveillance flights.

“It’s a mixed bag,” he said of Iraqi cooperation. “If Iraq showed the cooperation in all respects asked of them, then it could be a fast process.”

Mr. Blix also noted that the Security Council would determine the timetable for inspections. “Whatever they say – if they want to change the resolutions, that is the instruction we have,” he stressed. “We are a subsidiary organ of the Security Council.”

Meanwhile in Iraq, an UNMOVIC team of missile inspectors flew by helicopter to the al-Kindi research facility in the northern “no-fly” zone. “This was the first such flight since an agreement was reached on procedures” earlier this week, said Hiro Ueki, spokesman for UNMOVIC and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) in Baghdad. He noted that it was also the first time that a joint inspection was conducted by teams arriving from separate UN bases using different modes of transportation.

Other activities included an inspection of the Taji Resin Establishment by a second UNMOVIC missile team, continued rebaselining of the Al Qa Qaa complex using a metal analyzer and a visit to the Department of Biology of the College of Science at Mustansiriyah University in Baghdad as a biological team inspected the Medical College of the same University to verify the Iraqi declaration.

In Mosul, a multidisciplinary team visited the Kirkuk Airfield and inspected the munitions bunkers, storage areas, administrative buildings, aircraft hangers and utilities, Mr. Ueki said, while another multidisciplinary team, based in Baghdad, was in the vicinity of Basra, where it inspected the UR State Establishment for Engineering Industry to update the activities of the factory.

At the Ashakyli Stores of the Iraqi Atomic Energy Commission, an IAEA team performed radiation surveys using portable instruments, according to the spokesman. Equipment under IAEA seals was checked, as was the status of other equipment in storage.  A second IAEA team performed inspections in the Basra area.

Mr. Ueki also clarified reports about a visit by four UN inspectors to the Al-Nidaa Mosque in Baghdad, saying that they visited the mosque on a private tour last Sunday, and asked questions as tourists. There was not an inspection at the mosque, he stressed.

* * *

Côte d’Ivoire

23 January – As United Nation Secretary-General Kofi Anan prepared to leave for Paris today to attend high-level talks on the crisis in Côte d’Ivoire, his top envoy continued her mission aimed at strengthening the humanitarian response to the steadily deteriorating situation in that country. 

The Secretary-General was scheduled to leave for Paris late on Thursday, ahead of a weekend summit of heads of state to deal with the crisis in Côte d’Ivoire. On Saturday, he will attend the summit and speak at a meeting of Côte d’Ivoire’s political forces, as well as at another meeting on the follow-up mechanism to the Paris Conference. 

On Sunday, as the summit continues, Mr. Annan is expected to participate in a joint press conference with French President Jacques Chirac and South African President Thabo Mbeki, before heading back to New York later in the day. 

Meanwhile, on the ground in Abidjan, Carolyn McAskie, the Secretary-General’s Humanitarian Envoy for the crisis in Côte d’Ivoire, met yesterday with Ivorian President Laurent Gbagbo and voiced her concern over the humanitarian situation in the country. 

She expressed concern about the lack of public services – particularly those dealing with health and education – in rebel-held areas, and underlined the need to protect civilians caught in armed conflict, including nearly one million Ivoirians who have been displaced from their homes since last September. According to the UN Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), medicines, medical equipment and the retention of medical staff in and around the war zones remain in a critical state despite the efforts of medical organizations. 

Ms. McAskie asked President Gbagbo to ensure that his 8 October declaration that no more shantytowns would be destroyed is respected. She also asked the President to guarantee respect for the safety of humanitarian personnel bringing aid to vulnerable people in the country. 

* * *

Middle East

23 January – Reacting to attacks on Israeli positions across the withdrawal line in southern Lebanon, the United Nations Special Coordinator for the Middle East peace process, Terje Roed-Larsen, has voiced concern at the pattern of repeat violations.

In a statement issued late on Wednesday, Mr. Roed-Larsen expressed “great concern for Hizbollah’s totally unacceptable attack on an Israeli position across the Blue Line” on 21 January. “This attack is part of an unacceptable pattern of serious Blue Line violations,” he said, noting also that Israel’s response to the unprovoked attack constituted a violation of the Blue Line resulting in one Lebanese civilian fatality and injury to another.

Mr. Roed-Larsen called on the Lebanese Government to make every effort to take more steps for the return of its effective authority throughout southern Lebanon, as called for in Security Council resolutions.
The Special Coordinator urged all parties to exercise maximum restraint “in order to avoid a dangerous cycle of attacks and counter-attacks, particularly at this difficult and unpredictable time in the region.”

* * *

Western Sahara

23 January – Stressing that the responsibility for a solution to the situation in Western Sahara rested solely with the parties, the members of the United Nations Security Council today said they agreed to extend the mandate of the UN mission there to give the parties time to consider the proposal presented to them recently by the Secretary-General’s Personal Envoy, James A. Baker III.

The current President of the Council, Ambassador Jean-Marc de La Sablière of France, said in a press statement that members welcomed the Secretary-General’s report of 16 January concerning Western Sahara and agreed with his observation that the responsibility for a solution rested solely with the parties.

Members recalled the need to release without further delay all remaining prisoners of war in compliance with international humanitarian law and urged full compliance, as established under a Council resolution, Ambassador de La Sablière said.

They also recalled that that same resolution called upon Morocco and the Frente POLISARIO to continue to cooperate with the efforts of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) to resolve the problem of the fate of all those unaccounted for since the beginning of the conflict, he added.

“Council members also expressed concern that despite the tireless efforts of the Secretary-General’s Special Representative and the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), confidence-building measures remained stalled and called on the parties to make the necessary compromises to allow person-to-person contact between Saharans on both sides of the berm,” Ambassador de La Sablière said.

Council members joined the Secretary-General in his appeal to donors to provide the necessary resources to WFP and UNHCR to cover the refugee food requirements, the Council President said.

The mandate of the UN Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara (MINURSO) is set to expire on 31 January.

* * *

Palestinian Occupied Territories

23 January – Already stretched thin by the demands of a dense population coping with decades of conflict, natural resources in the Palestinian Occupied Territories are under constant pressure from water pollution, climate change, desertification and land degradation, the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) says in a new study.

Motivated by persistent and alarming reports of water and land scarcity, waste dumping and loss of natural vegetation in the Middle East, world leaders attending the Seventh Special Session of UNEP’s Governing Council and Global Ministerial Environment Forum last February in Colombia requested the agency to carry out a study aimed at identifying major areas of environmental damage that needed urgent attention.

The Desk Study on the Environment in the Occupied Palestinian Territories will be one of the top items for environmental ministers at the upcoming twenty-second meeting of UNEP’s Governing Council, set to run from 3 to 7 February in Nairobi.

Calling on the international community to spare no effort to assist those in need, UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer emphasizes in a foreword to the study that while the agency’s mandate was to asses the environment in the Palestinian Occupied Territories, the recommendations should be seen as an effort to improve environmental conditions in the entire region as well as the territories.

The study stresses that the Middle East is a “meeting point” of escalating environmental threats – particularly the case in the Palestinian Occupied Territories, where long-term environmental degradation spanning several conflicts has been exacerbated by protracted refugee situations and rapid population growth. “This report must be viewed in the context of the current very grave situation in the whole region,” Mr. Toepfer says, adding that, “environmental cooperation can be a tool in the peace process.”

Mr. Toepfer also notes that the Desk Study team of eight environmental experts visited the region between 1 and 11 October 2002, targeting themes most vital to the region’s environment, such as water quality and quantity; solid waste and waste water management; land use; biodiversity; hazardous waste, and environmental administration.

* * *

Cyprus

23 January – The United Nations has been authorized by Glafcos Clerides, the Greek Cypriot leader, and Rauf Denktash, the Turkish Cypriot leader, to seek submissions on a flag and anthem for Cyprus through open public competition as foreseen in the proposal for a comprehensive settlement put to them by UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan.

The parties agreed at their meeting yesterday that this procedure needed to be set in motion if a flag and anthem were to be ready to be included in a completed agreement by 28 February, so as to enable the Greek Cypriots and the Turkish Cypriots to decide on the settlement in separate referenda on 30 March.

“It is understood that the flag and anthem would only be adopted as part of a comprehensive settlement if the entire plan is approved in the separate referenda and a new state of affairs comes into being,” the UN said a statement issued in Cyprus. “This decision reflects a shared commitment to ensure that all preparations are made for a completed agreement in accordance with the timeframe proposed by the Secretary-General. It should not be taken as an indication of the state of play in the ongoing negotiations.”
* * *

Central Africa

23 January – The partnership between the United Nations and Africa rests on a vision that takes into account both the preoccupations and the aspirations of the people of the continent, Secretary-General Kofi Annan said in a message today to a summit meeting of Central African countries.
His message to the Economic and Monetary Community of Central African States (CEMAC) in Libreville, Gabon, was delivered by his Representative to the Central African Republic, Gen. Lamine Cissé, and called on the countries of the region to use their vast wealth of natural resources in ways that promote economic diversity.

The Secretary-General also asked them to ensure an equitable distribution of this wealth within their countries, sound economic growth and sustainable development, as well as create an environment of peace and stability.

In these and other areas, the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) serves as the framework for effective cooperation between Africa and the international community, including the United Nations, the Secretary-General said.

* * *

Sudan

23 January – The United Nations team working in Sudan today welcomed the resumption of peace talks in Nairobi after a nine-week break, which was brokered by the regional Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD)

UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Humanitarian Envoy to Sudan, Tom Eric Vraalsen, said he hoped the talks would continue in a spirit of goodwill. He noted positive developments – including deliveries of food to some 188,500 people who had previously been unable to gain access to it and a record number of polio immunizations of children – that demonstrate the commitment by both parties to humanitarian goals.

“UN agencies and its partners have already been able to reach a much larger number of people in need,” Mr. Vraalsen said. “We hope that this climate continues to allow suffering to be relieved effectively while creating the right conditions for meaningful talks.”

* * *

DR of Congo

23 January – Reacting to charges of bias and partiality levelled by a rebel faction operating in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), the United Nations peacekeeping mission in that country today strongly reaffirmed its objectivity.

“These accusations do not reflect the reality,” the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) said in a statement, responding to charges by the Congolese Rally for Democracy-National (RCD-N) that the Mission’s investigation into human rights atrocities committed in the Mambasa region had been biased.

The Mission stressed that the chargers are “quite contrary to MONUC’s impartial stand in accordance with its mandate and the UN principle of transparency.” The Mission also made clear that during the discharge of its mandate, “it will never set traps for anyone or operate under ulterior motive,” but will work under the mandate given by the Security Council.

Also refuting the allegations by the RCD-N, Amos Namanga Ngongi, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative in the DRC, called the charges “unfounded” during a press conference yesterday.

Last week, an investigative team dispatched by the Mission confirmed reports of serious human rights atrocities – including cannibalism and summary executions – perpetrated by armed groups operating in the northeastern part of the DRC.

Eyewitness accounts revealed “systematic looting and rape” as well as abductions used as weapons of war by soldiers of the Congolese Liberation Movement (MLC) and the Congolese Rally for Democracy/National (RCD-N) during their occupation of Mambasa territory.

* * *

Afghanistan

23 January – Weapons collection in northern Afghanistan has stalled due to disagreements between two key factions assisting the multi-party force monitoring the demobilization programme, according to the United Nations mission in the country.

The UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) reported today that the disarmament programme in Faryab province, which has collected some 500 light and heavy weapons since 18 January, has been stalled due to differences between the Jamiat and Jumbesh factions. 

According to a spokesman for the Mission, negotiations are ongoing to settle these issues. The disarmament process in the province had been supervised by a delegation of the Mazar Multi-Party Security Commission, a delegation integrated with representatives of both factions.

The spokesman also noted that a national disarmament programme has not yet been started, but relevant Commissions are being formed. The Mission hopes they will be in a position very soon to finalize how demobilization and disarmament will take place.

* * *

Guatemala


23 January – Despite some positive Government initiatives, the human rights situation in Guatemala is deteriorating, according to a United Nations expert.

In a report to the upcoming session of the UN Commission on Human Rights, Hina Jilani, Special Representative of the Secretary General on the situation of human rights defenders, expresses concern at the increase in cases of violations against rights activists in the past two years. 

“The number of confirmed or alleged violations against people involved in defending human rights have increased over the past two years, including a rise in killings, death threats and acts of intimidation” Ms. Jilani says, adding “these violations are rarely investigated properly.”

Ms. Jilani notes that the principal targets of violations are human rights defenders investigating past abuses and those striving for the promotion of economic, social and cultural rights and the rights of indigenous peoples. “Journalists and religious leaders have also been targeted,” she adds.

She warns, “The involvement of clandestine structures and groups and attacks against defenders and allegations of their links with state security forces is a matter of serious concern that must be addressed by the Government on an urgent basis.”

The Special Representative says she is deeply disturbed by allegations concerning involvement of the National Civil Police and the military in attacks against human rights defenders. “The lack of control over military intelligence and the absence of a national civilian intelligence service make the task of investigating the alleged involvement of State agents in the violations against human rights defenders even more difficult,” she writes.

Ms. Jilani says she hopes steps will be taken to prevent any resurgence of violence that could create a threatening environment for human rights defenders before elections later this year. She recommends the implementation of the peace agreements that ended 36 years of internal war as a necessary condition for a safe environment for human rights defenders and, in general, for the promotion and protection of human rights in Guatemala.

* * *

Environment

23 January – The international effort to phase out lead in gas is accelerating as more African countries switch to lead-free petrol, according to a survey conducted by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).

The results of the research, to be presented to the UN agency’s Governing Council when it meets in February, indicates that four countries – Egypt, Libya, Mauritius and Sudan – are already fully lead-free and four others are soon to join them. Another 22 countries are in the process of drawing up plans to phase out lead in gas.

Plans are under way to bring the remaining countries on board, many of which are in Central Africa, in order to deliver the goal of a lead-free continent and a lead free world, UNEP said. “It has been known for many years that lead in petrol or gasoline is a serious health risk particularly to children,” UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said. “But much of Africa, mainly for technological reasons, a lack of awareness of the health risks and misconceptions about the impact of unleaded fuels on engines, has lagged behind.”

The effort is one of first concrete outcomes of the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) held six months ago in Johannesburg, South Africa. The voluntary initiative, a so-called Type II project, was born there with funding and support from Governments, the private sector, including the oil and automobile industries, civil society and international organizations like UNEP. “Let us hope that the success being achieved bodes well for the other Type II voluntary partnerships in areas ranging from coral reefs to environmental law,” Mr. Toepfer said.

The UNEP chief announced that, as a small but symbolic push toward the lead-free goal, the on-site filling station at the United Nations headquarters in Nairobi, which currently sells both leaded and unleaded petrol, will only sell unleaded fuel.

* *** *
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