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THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Monday, 24 January 2005

South Asian Tsunami News
· Jakarta Post - UN deploys ship to bring food to Indonesian coast ahead of foreign military departure
· Reuters - Disaster Meeting Agrees on Tsunami Alert System
· Kerala News - India, Plant trees, protect coasts from tsunami: scientists
· UN News Service - UN conference adopts 10-year plan to tackle natural hazards

Other Environmental News
· NY TIMES - Disputes at Every Turn of Siberia Pipeline

Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROWA

· ROAP

Other UN News
· IPS - POLITICS: Race for Next U.N. Chief Sparks Lively Debate
· UN Daily News of  21 January 2005
· S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of 21 January 2005

Reuters

Tsunami Damage to Indonesia Environment $675 Million

SWEDEN / ASIA: January 24, 2005

OSLO - The Indian Ocean tsunami caused $675 million in damage to Indonesia's environment by battering coral reefs and mangroves and washing away farm land, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) said on Friday.

The figure is a first full estimate of economic losses to the environment for any country hit by the Dec. 26 tsunami, UNEP spokesman Nick Nuttall said. A wider UNEP report will be issued next month at UNEP headquarters in Nairobi.

"Beyond the horrific loss of human life, the earthquake and resulting tsunami ... had enormous impacts on Indonesia's coastal environment, causing damage and loss to natural habitats and important ecosystem functions," UNEP said in a statement.

About 225,000 people died around the Indian Ocean rim from the tsunami, triggered by a giant earthquake off Indonesia.

The report, by the Indonesian government, donors and UNEP, estimated that about 30 percent of coral reefs in Aceh and North Sumatra were damaged. It reckoned that the economic loss from reefs alone was $332 million, the mid-point of a wider range.

It also estimated that economic losses from the damage to 25,000 hectares of mangroves totalled $118 million and estimated that 30 percent of almost 50,000 hectares of forest along the coast were destroyed.

Other parts of the coast were degraded or washed away. Other damage was caused by sludge and saline water driven up river mouths.

"Hundreds of wells in the rural area need to be cleaned up," UNEP added. It said that the overall environmental damage was $675 million but did not give an exact breakdown.
____________________________________________________________________________________________
Laksamana.Net 

Tsunami’s Big Environmental Cost
January 23, 2005 10:14 PM, UNEP
Laksamana.Net -  The following report is via the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) 

Asian Tsunami Inflicts Severe Damage on Indonesia’s Environment 

21 January 2005 – Beyond the horrific loss of human life, the earthquake and resulting tsunami of 26 December 2004 had enormous impacts on Indonesia’s coastal environment, causing damage and loss to natural habitats and important ecosystem functions. 

According to a preliminary damage and loss assessment of the disaster carried out by the Government of Indonesia and the international donor community the economic cost to the environment has been estimated at approximately $675 million. UNEP was one of the key contributors to the report. 

Commenting on the report, Klaus Toepfer, UNEP’s Executive Director, said, “These latest findings from just one of the affected countries show that there have been significant consequences for the environment and for the livelihoods of local people as a result of the tsunami. They underline how the environment can be both a victim and both a buffer against vulnerability to natural and man-made disasters”. 

This issue, namely the central role of a healthy environment in long-term disaster risk reduction, had been taken on board by delegates at the World Conference on Disaster Reduction which closes tomorrow in the Japanese city of Kobe, he said. 

“First and foremost we must continue to respond to the terrible human tragedy and humanitarian relief effort in Indonesia, and other countries affected by the tsunami,” added Mr. Toepfer. 

“But, it is clear that the recovery and reconstruction process underway must also invest in the environmental capital of natural resources, the forests, mangroves, and coral reefs that are nature’s buffer to such disasters and their consequences,” he said. 

Among critical coastal habitats in Aceh and North Sumatra, 25,000 hectares (ha) of mangroves, 30 % of 97,250 ha of previously existing coral reefs, and 20 % of 600 ha of seegrass beds have been damaged according to the new report. The economic loss is valued at $118.2 million, $332.4 million, and $2.3 million respectively. 

As a result of infiltration of saline water, sediment and sludge, it is estimated that 7.5 kilometres of river mouth is in need of rehabilitation, and hundreds of wells in the rural area need to be cleaned up. 

Along the coastal strip, it is estimated that 48,925 ha of forest area was affected, with the assumption that 30 % of this area has been lost. In addition, large areas – approximately 300 kilometres – of coastal land area have been degraded or lost. 

The report also notes the importance of properly managing the collection, processing and disposal of the huge amount of debris and waste caused by the tsunami. If not properly managed, wastes may pose a risk to human health as well as ecological functions. 

Local environmental management capacity – buildings, equipment, staff and records – have also been significantly affected by the disaster, and the report stresses the importance of early re-establishment of solid waste management and other essential services. 

Three major industrial sites are confirmed to be damaged: Pertamina (oil depot in Krueng/Banda Aceh), Pertamina (oil depot in Meulaboh), and Semen Andalas Indonesia (cement factory in Banda Aceh). Possible contamination, including negative effects to human health and the environment, caused by damage to these and other industrial installations are a matter of serious concern. 

Mr. Toepfer said that the findings in the Indonesia report added a sense of urgency to the on-going work by UNEP and its partners in the region. 

Specific requests for help have so far come from Indonesia, which has asked UNEP to establish an environmental crisis centre, the Maldives, which has requested emergency waste management assistance and impact studies on coral reefs and livelihoods, and Sri Lanka and Thailand for environmental impact assessments. 

UNEP’s own initial assessment report, or “screening”, of the environmental damage, including damage to natural sea defences such as coral reefs and mangrove swamps and chemical and waste installations, is expected next month to coincide with the organisation’s Governing Council taking place in Nairobi. 

Welcoming the good progress made at the Kobe meeting, Mr. Toepfer said it was now accepted that environmental issues must be fully integrated in disaster preparation and response. He stressed the importance of tackling the issues at the regional level, particularly in Africa. 

He also emphasised the need to also adequately address man-made hazards, such as chemical accidents and oils spills. And, to implement community based approaches to disaster reduction such as UNEP’s Awareness and Preparedness for Emergencies at the Local Level (APELL) programme. 

“The central role of the environment in disaster reduction, whether in early warning systems, or as a factor in reducing risk and vulnerability has been intensively discussed and integrated into the plan of action coming out of Kobe. There is now wide acceptance that environmental degradation and depletion of natural buffers increases risks for, and impacts from, natural and man-made disasters,” Toepfer said. “Now we need action, targets and a firm timetable of implementation.”  
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Scoop

Tsunami damage to Indonesia environment millions

Monday, 24 January 2005, 10:07 am

Press Release: United Nations
    Tsunami's damage to Indonesia's environment pegged at $675 million, UN agency reports

    Beyond the horrific loss of human life, the recent Indian Ocean tsunami extensively damaged Indonesia's coastal environment, causing $675 million in losses to natural habitats and important ecosystem functions, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) reported today.

    In Aceh and North Sumatra, 25,000 hectares (ha) of mangroves, some 32,000 ha of previously existing coral reefs, and 120 ha of seegrass beds have been damaged, according to a new report which features key contributions from UNEP. The economic loss is valued at $118.2 million, $332.4 million and $2.3 million, respectively.

    “These latest findings from just one of the affected countries show that there have been significant consequences for the environment and for the livelihoods of local people as a result of the tsunami,” said UNEP chief Klaus Toepfer.

    While acknowledging that the terrible human toll of the tsunami must be addressed first, he said, “the recovery and reconstruction process underway must also invest in the environmental capital of natural resources, the forests, mangroves and coral reefs that are nature's buffer to such disasters and their consequences.””

    UNEP is currently working in the region in response to emerging needs caused by the disaster. Indonesia has asked the agency to establish an environmental crisis centre. Maldives has requested emergency waste management assistance and impact studies on coral reefs and livelihoods. Sri Lanka and Thailand are seeking UNEP's help in conducting environmental impact assessments.

    Meanwhile, in Kobe, Japan, delegates at the World Conference on Disaster Reduction are discussing the central role of a healthy environment in long-term disaster risk reduction.

    Welcoming the good progress made at that meeting, Mr. Toepfer said it was now understood that environmental issues must be fully integrated in disaster preparation and response.

    “There is now wide acceptance that environmental degradation and depletion of natural buffers increases risks for, and impacts from, natural and man-made disasters,” he said. “Now we need action, targets and a firm timetable of implementation.”

____________________________________________________________________________________________

IRNA

January 23, 2005 Sunday 10:32 AM EST

HEADLINE: Damage from tsunami to Indonesia`s

BODY:

Beyond the horrific loss of human life, the recent Indian Ocean tsunami extensively damaged Indonesia`s coastal environment, causing $675 million in losses to natural habitats and important ecosystem functions, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) reported last weekend.

In Aceh and north Sumatra, 25,000 hectares (ha) of mangroves, some 32,000 ha.

of previously existing coral reefs and 120 ha.

of seagrass beds have been damaged, says a new report featuring key contributions from the UNEP.

The economic loss is valued at $118.2 million, $332.4 million and $2.3 million, respectively.

"These latest findings from just one of the affected countries show that there have been significant consequences for the environment and for the livelihoods of local people as a result of the tsunami," said UNEP chief Klaus Toepfer as quoted in a UN Information Center press release received on Sunday.

While acknowledging that the terrible human toll of the tsunami must be addressed first, he said: "The recovery and reconstruction process underway must also invest in the environmental capital of natural resources, the forests, mangroves and coral reefs that are nature`s buffer to such disasters and their consequences."

UNEP is currently working in the region in response to the emerging needs caused by the disaster.

Indonesia has asked the agency to establish an environmental crisis center.

Maldives has requested emergency waste management assistance and impact studies on coral reefs and livelihoods.

Sri Lanka and Thailand are seeking UNEP`s help in conducting environmental impact assessments.

Meanwhile, delegates at the recently concluded four-day World Conference on Disaster Reduction in Kobe, Japan discussed the central role of a healthy environment in long-term disaster risk reduction.

Welcoming the good progress made at that meeting, Toepfer said it was now understood that environmental issues must be fully integrated in disaster preparation and response.

"There is now wide acceptance that environmental degradation and depletion of natural buffers increases risks for, and impacts from, natural and man-made disasters," he said.

"Now we need action, targets and a firm timetable of implementation."

LOAD-DATE: January 24, 2005

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Antara - The Indonesian National News Agency

HEADLINE: TSUNAMI INFLICTED RP6 TRILLION LOSS ON RI IN ENVIRONMENTAL TERMS

BODY:

New York, Jan 21 (ANTARA) - The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has estimated that the Dec 26 natural disaster in Indonesia inflicted a loss of US675 million (Rp6 trillion) on the country becauae of environmental damage.

In its report published here Friday, UNEP said the tidal waves had totally destroyed natural habitats and ecosystem functions in Aceh and North Sumatra.

Some 25,000 hectares of mangrove forest, 32,000 hectares of coral reefs and 120 hectares of submarine plants in Aceh and North Sumatra were destroyed by the earthquake and tsunami which also killed more than 115,000 people in the two provinces.

"Latest findings in the country show that the tsunami has made a tremendous impact on the environment as well as the local people's life," UNEP chief Klaus Toepfer said.

He admitted efforts to save human beings should be given top priority but maintained environmental damage should also be included in the programs to reconstruct and rehabilitate the regions.

The UNEP had sent staff to the tsunami affected regions to identify problems and respond to post-disaster needs.

Indonesia had asked UNEP to establish a environmental crisis center while Maldives had reqeusted emergency help to clean up garbage and conduct research on the conditions of its coral reefs.

Sri Lanka and Thailand had also sought UNEP help to asses the effect the tsunami had had on their environments.

JOURNAL-CODE: FATA

LOAD-DATE: January 23, 2005
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ENS

Assessment: Tsunami Demolished Indonesia's Coastal Environment
KOBE, Japan, January 21, 2005 (ENS) - Beyond the "horrific" loss of human life, the first environmental assessment of Indonesia's coast after the earthquake and tsunami of December 26 shows severe damage to mangroves, coral reefs, seagrass beds, forest, lands, and riverine areas, and the loss of three major industrial sites. The report was released in Jakarta on Wednesday and discussed today at the World Conference on Disaster Reduction in Kobe.

The assessment, carried out by the government of Indonesia and the international donor community, including the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), estimated the economic cost to the environment at Rp. 5.1 trillion ($US675 million).

Over 114,000 people lost their lives in Indonesia alone, an estimated 555,000 people were displaced, and many were orphaned. There are 12,070 people still missing. In the 11 countries affected by the tsunami, more than 165,000 people died.

The inundated shore of Indonesia's Aceh province (Photo courtesy Jakarta Independent Media Center)

The damage is continuing today from heavy rains pounding Indonesia, hampering the efforts of relief workers from around the world who have rushed to the stricken area.

Commenting on the assessment, UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer first emphasized the importance of the world's continuing and urgent response to the "terrible human tragedy and humanitarian relief effort in Indonesia, and other countries affected by the tsunami."

"But, it is clear that the recovery and reconstruction process underway must also invest in the environmental capital of natural resources, the forests, mangroves, and coral reefs that are nature's buffer to such disasters and their consequences," he said.

The undersea earthquake of magnitude 9.0 was located off the west coast of northern Sumatra, an Indonesian island on the Indian Ocean. The country's separatist province of Aceh bore the brunt of the destructive tsunami that resulted.

Among critical coastal habitats in Aceh and North Sumatra, 25,000 hectares of mangroves, 30 percent of 97,250 hectares of previously existing coral reefs, and 20 percent of 600 hectares of seagrass beds have been damaged, according to the assessment. The economic loss is valued at $118.2 million, $332.4 million, and $2.3 million respectively.

A small section of Banda Aceh's northern shore after the tsunami, December 28, 2004. (Two photos courtesy UNEP)

As a result of infiltration of saline water, sediment and sludge, it is estimated that 7.5 kilometers of river mouth is in need of rehabilitation, and hundreds of wells in the rural area need to be cleaned.

Along the coastal strip, it is estimated that 48,925 hectares of forest area was affected, and the assessment estimates that 30 percent of this area has been lost. In addition, large areas - approximately 300 kilometers - of coastal land area have been degraded or lost.

The report also notes the importance of properly managing the collection, processing and disposal of the huge amount of debris and waste caused by the tsunami. If not properly managed, wastes may pose a risk to human health as well as ecological functions.

Local environmental management capacity - staff, buildings, equipment, and records - have also been affected by the disaster, and the report stresses the importance of early re-establishment of solid waste management and other essential services.

Three major industrial sites are confirmed to be damaged: the Pertamina oil depot in Krueng/Banda Aceh, the Pertamina oil depot in Meulaboh, and the Semen Andalas Indonesia cement factory in Banda Aceh.

Possible contamination, including negative effects to human health and the environment, caused by damage to these and other industrial installations are a matter of serious concern.

The same section of Banda Aceh before the tsunami, June 2004.

Toepfer said that the findings in the Indonesia report add a sense of urgency to the ongoing work by UNEP and its partners in the region.

The UN World Food Programme (WFP) warns that sea conditions off the west coast of Aceh will likely worsen from mid-February to July, due to the phenomenon known as "the big swell." On January 19, WFP recommended that nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) begin making plans to pre-position food stocks, because during this time period large ships cannot land in many areas and small boats will be unable to navigate the rough waters.

Specific requests for help have so far come from Indonesia, which has asked UNEP to establish an environmental crisis center, the Maldives, which has requested emergency waste management assistance and impact studies on coral reefs and livelihoods, and Sri Lanka and Thailand for environmental impact assessments.

Meanwhile, at UN Headquarters in New York, the United Nations General Assembly unanimously adopted a resolution Wednesday asking Secretary-General Kofi Annan to appoint a special envoy for the devastated region to help sustain global political will in support of medium and long term rehabilitation, reconstruction and risk reduction efforts led by the governments of the tsunami affected countries.

Emphasizing the urgent need to establish a regional early warning system in the Indian Ocean and Southeast Asia regions, the UN resolution welcomed the upcoming regional ministerial meeting on regional early warning cooperation to be held in Thailand on January 28.

Germany’s proposal to host a third international early-warning conference, covering the complete range of natural hazards, with a focus on the urgent implementation of early warning systems for hydro-meteorological and geological hazards on a global scale, was also welcomed.

More than 114,000 people died in Indonesia (Photo courtesy Jakarta Independent Media Center)

UNEP's own initial assessment report of the environmental damage, including damage to natural sea defenses such as coral reefs and mangrove swamps and chemical and waste installations, is expected next month to coincide with the organization's Governing Council taking place in Nairobi.

Welcoming the "good progress" made at the Kobe meeting, Toepfer said it was now accepted that environmental issues must be fully integrated in disaster preparation and response. He stressed the importance of tackling the issues at the regional level, particularly in Africa.

He emphasized the need to adequately address environmental hazards caused by human activities, such as chemical accidents and oils spills, and to implement community based approaches to disaster reduction such as UNEP's Awareness and Preparedness for Emergencies at the Local Level (APELL) program.

"The central role of the environment in disaster reduction, whether in early warning systems, or as a factor in reducing risk and vulnerability has been intensively discussed and integrated into the plan of action coming out of Kobe. There is now wide acceptance that environmental degradation and depletion of natural buffers increases risks for, and impacts from, natural and man-made disasters," Toepfer said.

"Now," he stressed, "we need action, targets and a firm timetable of implementation."

"Indonesia: Preliminary Damage and Loss Assessment" is available on UNEP's website dedicated to the Asian Tsunami disaster at: http://www.unep.org/tsunami/

 Quote of Note

"Become intimate with your own backyard, with a bit of riverbank, with a pond or hill. The rest of the watershed, the meta-landscape, the continent, planet and universe will be naturally drawn into this intimacy."

-- John McClellan, in "The Many Voices of the Boulder Creek Watershed"

Copyright Environment News Service (ENS) 2005. All Rights Reserved.
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ABC Online

UN calculates tsunami's massive environmental cost

The United Nations Environment Program estimates that damage to Indonesia's environment from Asia's tsunami disaster would amount to $A883 million.

"These latest findings show that the consequences for the environment are even more alarming than previously feared," Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the UN body, said.

"They also reveal the increased vulnerability to disasters."

The preliminary report, which is the first made by the UN Environment Program on the tsunami's environmental costs, puts the damage in Indonesia at $A883 million.

"It is clear that the recovery and reconstruction process under way must also invest in the environmental capital of natural resources - the forests, mangroves and coral reefs that are nature's buffer to such disasters and their consequences," Mr Toepfer said.

In Aceh province alone, the disaster has damaged 25,000 hectares of mangroves, 29,200 hectares of coral reefs and 120 hectares of seagrass beds.

The UN agency stresses the importance of properly managing the environmental clean up from the tsunami.

"If not properly managed, wastes may pose a risk to human health as well as ecological functions," it said.

Some 220,000 people died when giant waves battered the coasts of the Indian Ocean on December 26.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Terra Daily

Tsunami damage to environment put at 675 million dollars in Indonesia

KOBE, Japan (AFP) Jan 21, 2005

The United Nations Environment Programme on Friday estimated damage from Asia's tsunami disaster to Indonesia's environment would amount to 675 million dollars.

"These latest findings show that the consequences for the environment are even more alarming than previously feared," said Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the UN body.

"They also reveal the increased vulnerability to disasters," he said in a statement issued during a disaster reduction conference in Kobe, Japan.

The preliminary report, the first made by the UN Environment Programme on the tsunami's environmental costs, put the damage in Indonesia at 5.1 trillion rupiah (675 million dollars).

"It is clear that the recovery and reconstruction process underway must also invest in the environmental capital of natural resources -- the forests, mangroves and coral reefs that are nature's buffer to such disasters and their consequences," he said.

In Aceh province alone, the disaster damaged 25,000 hectares of mangroves, some 29,200 hectares of coral reefs and 120 hectares of seagrass beds, the report said.

The UN agency stressed the importance of properly managing the environmental clean up from the tsunami.

"If not properly managed, wastes may pose a risk to human health as well as ecological functions," it said.

Some 220,000 people died when giant waves battered the coasts of the Indian Ocean on December 26.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

UN News Service

Tsunami's damage to Indonesia's environment pegged at $675 million, UN agency reports
Tsunami destruction on Indonesian coast

21 January 2005 – Beyond the horrific loss of human life, the recent Indian Ocean tsunami extensively damaged Indonesia's coastal environment, causing $675 million in losses to natural habitats and important ecosystem functions, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) reported today.

In Aceh and North Sumatra, 25,000 hectares (ha) of mangroves, some 32,000 ha of previously existing coral reefs, and 120 ha of seegrass beds have been damaged, according to a new report which features key contributions from UNEP. The economic loss is valued at $118.2 million, $332.4 million and $2.3 million, respectively.

“These latest findings from just one of the affected countries show that there have been significant consequences for the environment and for the livelihoods of local people as a result of the tsunami,” said UNEP chief Klaus Toepfer.

While acknowledging that the terrible human toll of the tsunami must be addressed first, he said, “the recovery and reconstruction process underway must also invest in the environmental capital of natural resources, the forests, mangroves and coral reefs that are nature's buffer to such disasters and their consequences.”

UNEP is currently working in the region in response to emerging needs caused by the disaster. Indonesia has asked the agency to establish an environmental crisis centre. Maldives has requested emergency waste management assistance and impact studies on coral reefs and livelihoods. Sri Lanka and Thailand are seeking UNEP's help in conducting environmental impact assessments.

Meanwhile, in Kobe, Japan, delegates at the World Conference on Disaster Reduction are discussing the central role of a healthy environment in long-term disaster risk reduction.

Welcoming the good progress made at that meeting, Mr. Toepfer said it was now understood that environmental issues must be fully integrated in disaster preparation and response.

“There is now wide acceptance that environmental degradation and depletion of natural buffers increases risks for, and impacts from, natural and man-made disasters,” he said. “Now we need action, targets and a firm timetable of implementation.”

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Associated press

U.N. says Asian tsunami caused severe environmental damage in Indonesia
1/21/05 Comment on this article.  Click Here! 


KOBE, Japan (AP) _ Last month's devastating Asian tsunami caused US$675 million (euro522 million) in environmental damage in Indonesia, wrecking mangroves, coral reefs and sea grass beds while hobbling sewerage and other vital systems, the U.N. environmental agency said Friday.

Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the U.N. Environment Program, said the results of a report by the Indonesian government, his agency and international donors showed the destruction to the environment was ``even more alarming than previously feared.''

``It is clear the recovery and reconstruction process underway must ... invest in the environmental capital of natural resources, the forests, mangroves and coral reefs that are nature's buffer to such disasters and their consequences,'' Toepfer said in a statement.

The Dec. 26 tsunami damaged some 25,000 hectares (61,8000 acres) of mangroves worth US$118.2 million (euro91 million), and 30,000 hectares (74,130 acres) of coral reefs worth US$332.4 million (euro257 million) in Sumatra, the report said. The resulting infiltration of salt water, sediment and sludge will require the rehabilitation of rivers and rural wells.

Coastal forests and a 300-kilometer (200-mile) stretch of coastal lands were also damaged or lost, the report said.

Other problem areas were the debris and waste caused by the tsunami, destruction of local environmental capacity _ such as solid-waste management _ and damage to oil depots and other industrial sites that could lead to leaks of harmful chemicals.

Indonesia has asked UNEP to establish an environmental crisis center, and the Maldives has requested emergency waste management help and impact studies on coral reefs. Sri Lanka and Thailand have also asked for assistance in gauging damage to the environment, the UNEP said.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Yubanet

Tsunami's damage to Indonesia's environment pegged at $675 million

	
	



Beyond the horrific loss of human life, the recent Indian Ocean tsunami extensively damaged Indonesia's coastal environment, causing $675 million in losses to natural habitats and important ecosystem functions, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) reported today.

In Aceh and North Sumatra, 25,000 hectares (ha) of mangroves, some 32,000 ha of previously existing coral reefs, and 120 ha of seegrass beds have been damaged, according to a new report which features key contributions from UNEP. The economic loss is valued at $118.2 million, $332.4 million and $2.3 million, respectively.

“These latest findings from just one of the affected countries show that there have been significant consequences for the environment and for the livelihoods of local people as a result of the tsunami,” said UNEP chief Klaus Toepfer.

While acknowledging that the terrible human toll of the tsunami must be addressed first, he said, “the recovery and reconstruction process underway must also invest in the environmental capital of natural resources, the forests, mangroves and coral reefs that are nature's buffer to such disasters and their consequences.”

UNEP is currently working in the region in response to emerging needs caused by the disaster. Indonesia has asked the agency to establish an environmental crisis centre. Maldives has requested emergency waste management assistance and impact studies on coral reefs and livelihoods. Sri Lanka and Thailand are seeking UNEP's help in conducting environmental impact assessments.

Meanwhile, in Kobe, Japan, delegates at the World Conference on Disaster Reduction are discussing the central role of a healthy environment in long-term disaster risk reduction.

Welcoming the good progress made at that meeting, Mr. Toepfer said it was now understood that environmental issues must be fully integrated in disaster preparation and response.

“There is now wide acceptance that environmental degradation and depletion of natural buffers increases risks for, and impacts from, natural and man-made disasters,” he said. “Now we need action, targets and a firm timetable of implementation.”

_________________________________________________________________________________________

A2gay.org.uk

Tsunami's Damage To Indonesia's Environment Pegged At $675 Million, UN Agency Reports
Saturday, January 22 2005 @ 02:13 PM

Beyond the horrific loss of human life, the recent Indian Ocean tsunami extensively damaged Indonesia's coastal environment, causing $675 million in losses to natural habitats and important ecosystem functions, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) reported today. ....more

In Aceh and North Sumatra, 25,000 hectares (ha) of mangroves, some 32,000 ha of previously existing coral reefs, and 120 ha of seegrass beds have been damaged, according to a new report which features key contributions from UNEP.

The economic loss is valued at $118.2 million, $332.4 million and $2.3 million, respectively.

"These latest findings from just one of the affected countries show that there have been significant consequences for the environment and for the livelihoods of local people as a result of the tsunami," said UNEP chief Klaus Toepfer.

While acknowledging that the terrible human toll of the tsunami must be addressed first, he said, "the recovery and reconstruction process underway must also invest in the environmental capital of natural resources, the forests, mangroves and coral reefs that are nature's buffer to such disasters and their consequences."

UNEP is currently working in the region in response to emerging needs caused by the disaster. Indonesia has asked the agency to establish an environmental crisis centre.

Maldives has requested emergency waste management assistance and impact studies on coral reefs and livelihoods. Sri Lanka and Thailand are seeking UNEP's help in conducting environmental impact assessments.

Meanwhile, in Kobe, Japan, delegates at the World Conference on Disaster Reduction are discussing the central role of a healthy environment in long-term disaster risk reduction.

Welcoming the good progress made at that meeting, Mr. Toepfer said it was now understood that environmental issues must be fully integrated in disaster preparation and response.

"There is now wide acceptance that depletion of natural buffers increases risks for, and impacts from, natural and man-made disasters," he said. "Now we need action, targets and a firm timetable of implementation."

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Laksamana.Net 

Heavy Rains Hamper Tsunami Relief
January 21, 2005 01:53 AM, 
Laksamana.Net -  The United Nations says a heavy rainy season is worsening conditions in refugee camps in tsunami-devastated Aceh province and hampering the delivery of relief supplies. 

In a press release issued Thursday (20/1/05), the UN said many health care facilities were not functioning, while refugees were in need of basic services and at risk of deadly epidemics. 

On Wednesday, the UN unveiled plans for a global early warning system to reduce the deadly toll of natural disasters, such as last month’s tsunamis that killed more than 165,000 people in 11 countries. 

UN agencies are also looking to mitigate the longer-term impacts of the December 26 disaster, with plans for the rehabilitation of trade, employment and the environment. 

Following are three articles on the tsunami situation and disaster mitigation and rehabilitation plans, via the UN’s online News Center
___________________________________________________________________________________________

English Eastday

UNEP warns of environmental impact by tsunami   

19/1/2005 18:20

The head of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) said Wednesday that the recent Indian Ocean tsunami could have serious impact on the environment of the countries affected.

Although it was too early to make a detailed assessment, early indications from the UNEP's work on the tsunami were that the direct damage to the environment, including water supplies, forests and other natural resources will likely be high in many ofthe countries affected, said Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the UNEP.

"Beyond the immediate concerns of threat to human health and livelihoods, there is increasing evidence of serious impacts on the natural environment, such as damage to coral reefs and protective forest in a number of countries," he said at the World Conference on Disaster Reduction which started here Tuesday.

He stressed the importance of the environment in disaster reduction. "Without the environmental dimension firmly in the equation, there will be no long term disaster risk reduction," he said.

To highlight the role played by sound environment protection inreducing damages by natural disasters, he said the Hurricane Jeanne last year killed up to 3,000 people in Haiti, because deforestation made flood rush down unchecked from hills, while theneighboring Dominican Republic saw few casualties partly thanks togood protection of forest.

Toepfer called for increasing investment in environmental protection and putting a disaster prevention value on the natural ecosystems.

More than 4,000 participants from about 150 countries and organizations are attending the five-day to map out a disaster reduction guideline for the decade to come.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Turkish Press

Summary of situation in tsunami-hit region four weeks after day of terror

AFP: 1/23/2005

BANDA ACEH, Indonesia, Jan 23 (AFP) - A summary of the situation in the quake-affected zone of Asia.

-- THE DEATH TOLL AND THE MISSING --

The confirmed death toll around Asia was just short of 220,000 Sunday and was still expected to rise further. Among the 11 countries where deaths took place, Indonesia is the worst hit with more than 166,760 confirmed dead and more than 6,000 missing. In Sri Lanka, more than 30,000 were confirmed killed, with a further 5,565 listed as missing. The official toll in India edged up to 10,744 with 5,669 still reported missing and feared dead. And the official toll in Thailand stood at 5,373 dead and some 3,000 missing. At least 82 people were killed in the Maldives and 298 in Somalia. All told, nationals from more than 50 countries, including 20 countries in Europe, were among the dead.

-- DONATIONS AND PLEDGES --

Governments around the world outbid each other to pledge headline grabbing sums worth more than four billion dollars to the tsunami-struck region. Many of the pledges came, however, with caveats and aid experts urged governments to pay up now. At a conference in Jakarta, UN Secretary General Kofi Annan said 977 million dollars was needed immediately for specific projects to help five million people across 11 nations. By Thursday 738.8 million dollars pledged had been received. Among the largest pledges, were those from Australia, Japan and Germany. In addition to government pledges, hundreds of thousands of private individuals around the world made donations worth hundreds of millions of dollars. Celebrities all over the world have also chipped in, organising charity concerts, TV shows and recording benefit records.

-- THE STATE OF THE RELIEF OPERATION --

Spurred on by frequent calls for faster action by UN relief chief Jan Egeland, aid slowly began arriving into affected areas within days of the disaster. With the help of a growing force of military and civilian personnel, the flow quickened until it outpaced the capacity of the infrastructure on the ground. Emphasising the precariousness of the operation, aid bottlenecks began appearing where there was insufficient or poorly organised manpower. In one incident at Banda Aceh's airport, air freight deliveries were backed up for a day after a plane collided with a buffalo that wandered onto the air strip. Thailand was quick to begin clearing up, with some holidaymakers returning to Phuket's beaches within a week.

-- THE HEALTH SITUATION --

Despite no reports of major outbreaks of communicable disease, the World Health Organisation advocates a five-pronged approach to health care in devastated regions, focusing on surveillance against outbreaks of disease, technical support, rehabilitating health services, medical supplies and the coordination of relief efforts. Health officials go on high alert two weeks after the disaster and medics are jetted into affected areas from all over the world. Millions of surgical kits, anti-diarrhoea medicines and water-purifying tablets are dispatched to ward off cholera, malaria, typhoid, measles, dengue fever and respiratory ailments.

-- THE TOLL ON THE CHILDREN --

Up to 1.5 million children were affected by the catastrophe, according to the United Nations Children's Fund, with tens of thousands losing one or both parents and many more left homeless and hungry. Amid the post-tsunami chaos, reports have emerged of child abductions by human-trafficking gangs, children being falsely claimed by strangers hoping for aid payouts, as well as rape and sexual abuse. In response governments tighten controls on people taking children from affected areas.

-- THE TOLL ON THE ENVIRONMENT --

Across huge swathes of tropical Asian coastline, there are scenes of environmental destruction -- large lumps of coral flung up hillsides, fishing grounds wrecked, coastal trees uprooted. Scientists found that where coral reefs and mangrove swamps had been protected in the past, they offered some cushioning to the blow of the tsunamis arriving on shore, but where they had been ripped out, the devastation was total. The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has earmarked one million dollars to address immediate environmental needs in the affected region.

-- MEETINGS AND DEBT RELIEF --

After a meeting attended by world leaders in Jakarta, at which they agreed to support reconstruction efforts and the creation of a new early warning system, donors met in Geneva on January 11 at a full donor conference, where Egeland again called for aid distribution to be expedited. In light of criticism of the UN's oil-for-food programme in Iraq, outside auditors are hired to check the relief accounts. Many officials have meanwhile been visiting sites from Thailand to Aceh, Indonesia. Britain announces that the world's seven leading industrialized countries had agreed to support the suspension of debt repayment by the affected countries.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Uruknet

Where is the UN, where is the UNEP, where is the UNICEF, where is the ICRC?

Abu Assur. Al-Moharer
January 22, 2005 - What happened to all these UN orators and fine talkers? Where are all these picked up one-day experts? Where are those who could dry the Nile River, was it made of ink, to write their brightly boring reports about human rights respect, peace, stability and international laws? What happened to the World cops searching for international criminals and crimes against humanity? Where are these high priests and sorcerers, looking for new programmes, plans and ideas on how to alleviate children sufferings all around the world, spending millions on how to protect our environment for future generations. Where is the ICRC or the Red Cross which vowed itself and its whole being and - high salaries, smartest air-conditioned cars, to defend the prisoners of war, to force governments respect Geneva conventions.

Have they all gone missing? Have they all lost their tongues? Have they all suddenly became, dumb, deaf or have they been struck with amnesia?

What happened to the United Nations connoisseurs, consultants, experts and highly competent top ranking parasites? These UN Secretary General pets and darlings, preach austerity to the third world to protect and not pollute our global environmental heritage in exceptional verbal diarrhoeas, and at the same time drive air-conditioned latest make cars, and use and abuse first class air tickets for their traveling. It is a well-known proverb, whatever you say, whatever bullshit you preach, you can't possibly give what you don't possess!

Their boss the number one procurer the Secretary General himself was the first one involved into blessing the war against Iraq and against its legitimate leadership. Iraqis will never ever forget that the UN and its number one man legitimized, blessed and applauded the ferocious embargo against Iraq and against its innocent population. For thirteen years, Iraqis lacked every thing from food, medicines and vital imports to purify drinking water, for example or to equip their hospitals, a situation which lead to killing at least two million people. Iraq the cradle of civilizations, where the first time into history, humans documented their sciences and literature into writing, was forbidden from importing pencils. The UN-US barbarian embargo planners were petrified to see Iraqi children using pencils as missiles or changing the pencils graphite into weapons of mass destruction!!!

The UN has been, for more than a decade, stealing and snatching the food from the Iraqi children’s mouths through embezzlement, tricks and schemes during the brutal oil for food programme. This scandal which involved many UN high ranking staff members including the Secretary General Kofi Annan own son and the US yobs, is being used as a scarecrow by the US gangsters to get rid of their once protégé.

The Secretary General envoy to Baghdad, De Mello, gone in a blast, was the representative, the messenger and the mouthpiece of the US occupier in Iraq.

The backward US is desperate for an honorable exit from its Iraq quagmire, asked its servant Kofi Annan again to send to Baghdad another senile Arab eunuch, al Akhdhar al Ibrahimi to legitimize the US aggression. This non-entity individual, called by the Iraqis, al Asfar, or the sick with jaundice, has miserably failed as well. Yes! Don’t forget, the Resistance is raging and the US is bleeding to death.

But all of a sudden, the Secretary General, knowing that his role as a puppet in this war has come to an end, and that soon he was going to be put aside, got rid of and eliminated by his unfaithful Mafiosi masters, woke up one fine morning declaring that the war against Iraq was illegal! Just imagine after two years! After so much destruction! After so much blood! After killing more than a hundred thousands Iraqi victims, mostly women and children. This is the UN!

If the war is illegal then someone has to be held accountable for, who will bring back to life of the innocents martyrs? Who will pay for the destruction of Iraq, and compensate the Iraqis for this barbarian invasion? Who will bring to justice and punish the US criminals who committed crimes against Iraq and against humanity? Who will hold an international court to try the US murderers and assassins for their Iraq aggression? Surely not the UN! Surely not the Secretary General Kofi Annan.

And where is the UNEP or the United Nations Environment Programme. Where are these experts who day and night spoke and spent millions of dollars writing about the Iraqi war over the Kuwait province, demonizing the Iraqi leadership and inventing lies after lies to tighten the sanctions and continuing the slaughter of innocent Iraqis?

The US liberator gangsters, whose motto is " we must kill people to save them", have polluted Iraq -the cradle of civilization, with weapons of mass destruction. Nuclear weapons have been, and are still used in this country by the US barbarians. There are new diseases, never heard-of before, horrible illnesses in this sacred land of the Two-Rivers. Iraqis hospitals are filled and daily witness of deformed fetuses. Some babies look like monsters born with huge heads. Others see the light with limbs missing... and not a word from the UNEP. The water, the soil, all Iraqi environment is polluted thanks to the new liberators, and not a word from the UNEP experts. Now I understand why people used to call this useless UN agency, rather INEPT.

These "experts" preaching how to protect the environment, are seen circulating with their four-wheel drive polluting and petrol high consuming limousines. They are so much in love with their cars that the indigenous Africans call them "Wabenzis”, a nickname standing for the "Mercedes lovers". To mention Iraq to these prophets of doom they have never heard of.. They are busy waiting for their next first class flight to Geneva, to Paris or to New York to participate in international highly interesting blah blah meetings, and conferences devising, and planning how to help the poor build their three stone fire or how to change animal dung into a source of energy which might help their oil greedy four wheel drive Pajeros.

And where is the UNICEF. For the last fifteen years, Iraqi children have been and still are killed by the thousands. Iraqi babies are slaughtered by the new bloodthirsty US civilizers. Not a word from this UN organization committed to childhood protection. Yes UNICEF did hire Beauty Albright to make its efforts known to the world. We saw the viper Albright dance in a TV advert for UNICEF. What a great PR successful operation! Albright backed the killing of millions of Iraqi children. The Zionist Albright engineered the embargo and designed the systematic killing of the Iraqis. Well-done UNICEF! Your image will stay in the world mind forever, incarnated by Zionist Albright the Iraqis children slaughterer.

And here, how can't we forget the International Committee of the Red Cross! The US despots are holding arbitrarily and without any trial, some eighty thousands Iraqi prisoners in Iraq and in secret jails and gulags around the globe. Thousands of them are children with their mums... Not a single word from the ICRC, which doesn't see any thing and has become as blind as moles.

Yes, what we see from time to time on TV channels is the ICRC representative Dumani from her Geneva headquarters. When asked about Abu Ghraib horrors, she grins like a Cheshire cat and answers with a senile rictus. To smile is important, you know for her PR! And you see you have to play the game of the strongest, i. e. the US bandits or else, you will lose paid maids and house boys, Geneva apartment and many more allowances. The Iraqi innocent POWs tortured and humiliated at the hands of the US beasts can wait another day. Dumani also never forgets her lipsticks, and make up. When confronted with the ICRC committeemen’s and responsibilities, and what her organization has been doing to stop the new liberators US gangsters' tortures in Iraq, she starts telling us stories and well rapped up fine talk in a language so obscure that by the end of the day no one really understands what the hell she is talking about. In the meantime tens of Iraqis POWs are massacred and tortured to death at the hands of Negroponte squads.

Iraqis and Iraqi leadership, were extremely polite with all these UN parasites every time they came to Iraq, offering them hospitality and protection, and facilitating their tasks according to Arab traditions and dignity.

Iraqis knew it from the very beginning that they have to rely only on themselves. Iraqis today know that it was a waste of time to bank on the UN and to count on its organizations and agencies either to lifting the embargo, alleviating the sanctions or to stop the barbarian invasion of their country, Iraq.

Today the Iraqis, who are avenging through their glorious resistance the deaths of hundreds of thousands of their beloved, have revealed to the whole world the hypocrisy of those who barked day and night about human rights respect, childhood protection, ecology and a so called better world to live in.

The day will come, it is there, it is approaching, it is now, when the Iraqis will teach the world again what is the meaning of humanity and what real values are, as they did thousands of years ago in Mesopotamia.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Macon Daily

Global Warming Melts Winter Joy at Top German Resort

By: Erik Kirschbaum

Fri Jan 21, 2005 8:54 AM ET

GARMISCH-PARTENKIRCHEN, Germany (Reuters) - Global warming is more than just a theory to Germany's most famous winter resort, where a worrisome shortage of snow in recent decades has forced the Alpine village to reinvent itself.

Garmisch-Partenkirchen gained worldwide fame as the venue for the 1936 winter Olympics, but the picturesque town of 27,000 has now become more reliant on summer tourism because rain falls more often than snow in winter.

As the snow line retreats up mountains in the face of what many scientists believe to be the effects of global warming, Garmisch -- at an altitude of 2,300 feet -- is rarely covered in snow. Losing its "white gold" has alarmed the local populace.

The town, where 70 percent of economic output derives from tourism, has nevertheless tried hard to replace what nature has stopped giving by investing millions of dollars in state-of-the-art snow-making equipment that blows man-made crystals onto the ski slopes and into the valleys.

"Without the artificial snow we simply wouldn't be able to attract enough tourists here in the winter," said Thomas Schmid, mayor of Garmisch-Partenkirchen, a town that lies in an Alpine valley just north of the Austrian border.

"We have enough snow on the slopes thanks to the snow machines," he told Reuters. "We can't be afraid of global warming. We have to be ready for it. We can't afford to be surprised by it."

It is, Schmid concedes, more than a shame that Garmisch and picture-postcard mountain villages like it in nearby Austria as well as in Italy, Switzerland and France are getting less snow.

A U.N.-funded panel of scientists said in 2001 that a build-up of heat-trapping gases from burning fossil fuels was nudging up global temperatures.

A minority of scientists dismiss global warming or say that natural variations, as in solar radiation, are to blame.

RISING TEMPERATURES MELT MOUNTAIN SNOW

The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) warned in a 2003 report that global temperatures were expected to rise due to global warming by up to three degrees Celsius in the next 50 years, raising the snow line and crippling the ski industry.

The UNEP report said slopes above altitudes of 3,940 feet now considered viable ski areas would be at risk within 30 to 50 years, when skiers would have to trek up to altitudes of 4,920 to 5,900 feet for snow.

Most of Garmisch's ski and snowboard slopes are between 2,460 and 6,560 feet -- among the highest in Germany. World Cup ski races at a lower Bavarian resort, Berchtesgaden, were canceled in two of the last five years because of a lack of snow.

"There's nothing more beautiful than a snow-filled winter landscape," said Schmid. "It's our jewel and we have to do what we can to protect it. But it's a global problem. In Garmisch we have to be pragmatic and ready for the era that might follow."

To that end, Schmid said Garmisch has developed a network of summer hiking trails and mountain bike routes. It has also heavily promoted its summer tourism, touting its pristine mountain air as an antidote to allergies.

"We're taking the problem seriously," said Schmid, whose office is filled with oversized paintings of the snow-capped mountains that rim the valley around Garmisch.

The town, which has 15 million tourists each year and books 1.2 million overnight stays, recently unveiled plans to invest $11.8 million on more snow-making infrastructure for 4 miles of slopes into the valley.

"You can fool nature a bit, but you can't buy the weather," said Thomas Eisenhofer, 37, who operates a ski rental business. "The artificial snow will help keep us going for a while, but we're going to have to figure out what to do then."

Karl Ernst, 70, remembers as a child when snow in Garmisch piled up as high as 6-1/2 feet.

"The winters were completely different back then," said the retired train conductor. "Now winters feel more like spring."

Gerhard Hofmann, head of climate observation at the German Weather Service office in Bavaria, said snow cover days in the region have declined by 10 percent in the last 15 years.

"It's due to global warming and not climate fluctuation," Hofmann said. "Keeping ski slopes into the valleys open and operating is becoming a problem all over Bavaria."

Wilhelm Blenk, 73, a retired BMW design engineer and hobby skier, said: "Sure I'm afraid the snow will be gone one day, but not before I'm dead and buried."

Andrew Syme, manager of a restaurant at the Ostfelderkopf ski slope above Garmisch at an altitude of 6,725 feet, looked out at the thin covering of snow and sadly shook his head.

"Normally we should have at least a meter (yard) of snow by January," he said. "Two years ago there was no snow through the Christmas season and lifts were shut down. We could never make up for those losses. It's scary. The weather is going crazy."

Kobe, Japan — Last month's devastating Asian tsunami caused $675-million (U.S.) in environmental damage in Indonesia, wrecking mangroves, coral reefs and sea grass beds while hobbling sewerage and other vital systems, the UN environmental agency said Friday.

Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the UN Environment Program, said the results of a report by the Indonesian government, his agency and international donors showed the destruction to the environment was “even more alarming than previously feared.”

“It is clear the recovery and reconstruction process under way must ... invest in the environmental capital of natural resources, the forests, mangroves and coral reefs that are nature's buffer to such disasters and their consequences,” Mr. Toepfer said in a statement.

The Dec. 26 tsunami damaged some 25,000 hectares of mangroves worth $118.2-million (U.S.) and 30,000 hectares of coral reefs worth $332.4-million in Sumatra, the report said. The resulting infiltration of salt water, sediment and sludge will require the rehabilitation of rivers and rural wells.

Coastal forests and a 300-kilometre stretch of coastal lands were also damaged or lost, the report said.

Other problem areas were the debris and waste caused by the tsunami, destruction of local environmental capacity – such as solid-waste management – and damage to oil depots and other industrial sites that could lead to leaks of harmful chemicals.

Indonesia has asked UNEP to establish an environmental crisis centre, and the Maldives has requested emergency waste management help and impact studies on coral reefs. Sri Lanka and Thailand have also asked for assistance in gauging damage to the environment, the UNEP said.

____________________________________________________________________________________________
Times of India

Rainfall to be further erratic: Scientists

SUROJIT MAHALANOBIS

TIMES NEWS NETWORK[ SATURDAY, JANUARY 22, 2005 02:04:57 PM ]

Sign into earnIndiatimes points

NEW DELHI: Any idea why Dubai got snowfall first-time in its history? Or why the dense smog is stationary above the Asian sky, forcing countries to reschedule flights and train-timings? Thank or blame the Atmospheric Brown Cloud (ABC) which has set in above the Asian sky, said researchers in India chapter of National Association of Geographers.

Scientists also blame it to people's blissful ignorance. They flay the government bodies for failing to alert people about the impending climatic phenomena and the fall-outs.

In an impirical study in 2002, the United Nations Environmental Programme had cautioned all Asian met offices about the ABC effects. The premonition was justified in November 2004 by a research Sustainable Water Resources Management in Changing Environment of Monsoon Regions by Tokyo-based United Nations University scientists S Herat, A Pathirana and SB Veerakoon.

Unlike underwater animals and coastal wild -- who in the recent tsunami demonstrated strong common sense to escape the onslaught -- humans never have premonition about implications of ABC.

According to NAG secretary-general RB Singh, "A thick layer of haze stationary over the Asian sky from December is likely to remain unchanged till April. The biomass burning, which emitted carbon monoxide from fossil fuel combustion and aerosol, has played a major role in this gaseous pollution. Some undesirable effects are likely to take place. As for example, there may be disturbance in solar radiation balance, surface may become cooler impacting changes in the hydrological cycle and reducing even the photosynthesis of plants."

That means, India is likely to face problems in wave radiation particularly for long-wave destinations, rescheduling of monsoon. Even long-term rainfall trend may set in. The Indus-Gangetic-Brahmaputra water bodies, which receive water from 7,000 to 8,000 glaciers in the Himalayas, are likely to get less amount of inflow due to the change in climate.

"After studies at Kullu and Bhuntar," says Singh, "a certain degree of climate variability, such as extreme weather events and erratic monsoons may pose a serious threat to India in its food and nutritional security system."

The NAT on Thursday referred to an assessment report of Inter-Governmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) which predicted that a rise in global temperature by 1.4 to 5.8 degree celsius by 2100. The prediction is not lopsided or far-fetched, argued Singh, because already in the Himalayan region slight increase in winter rainfall and decrease in summer rainfall has been noticed.

"There has been a change in the atmospheric dust movement also which affected last year's monsoon arrival, causing drought (El-Nino) and flood (La-Nina) situations in many parts of the country," Singh says.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

UN to Coordinate Indian Ocean Early Warning System

KOBE, Japan, January 20, 2005 (ENS) - Delegates from 150 UN member countries gathered here for a special tsunami session of the World Conference on Disaster Reduction today pledged their support to create a regional early warning system in the Indian Ocean, emphasizing the value of international and regional cooperation.

Experts agree that such a warning system could have saved thousands of lives when last month’s tsunami struck. The giant wave has claimed up to 165,000 lives to date, and the death toll is still rising.

On the dais at the special tsunami session of the World Conference on Disaster Reduction from left: Sálvano Briceño, director, ISDR; Yoshitaka Murata, WCDR president; Kamal Ibne Yousuf Chowdury, minister of food and disaster management, Bangladesh. (Photo courtesy Earth Negotiations Bulletin)

“We have started a valuable team effort in supporting this system,” said Sálvano Briceno, director of the United Nations Secretariat of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction. “Connecting people, updating technical capacities and mobilizing communities is the key to its success," he told the 4,000 conference participants.

But the organization whose members usually first into disaster areas with assistance says the outcome of this conference must be clear targets for a substantial reduction in the number of people killed and affected by natural disasters by 2015.

The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies expressed concern that an outcomes document being drafted in Kobe so far has failed to incorporate firm commitments.

“Kobe is an opportunity to promote a concerted effort on the part of all actors to reduce the impact of disasters, reduce vulnerabilities and ensure that all people, wherever they are, are able to live safer and more productive lives,” said Eva von Oelreich, the International Federation’s Head of Disaster Preparedness and Response. “There is still time for a positive outcome but there is a very real danger that all we will get is rhetoric.”

The International Federation is calling for firm baselines and targets, in line with the 2015 Millennium Development Goals, to curb present disaster trends that bring ever increasing human suffering, material damage and loss of livelihoods.

The process should be finalized at the United Nations summit that will review progress of the millennium goals in September this year, said von Oelreich.

World Meteorological Organization (WMO) Secretary-General Michel Jarraud noted that about 90 percent of all natural disasters are of meteorological or hydrological origin.

“WMO aims to halve the number of deaths due to water-related disasters over the next 15 years by improving alerting systems for weather and water events through risk assessment, hazard detection, awareness raising and education about disaster prevention of communities at risk,” he told the conference.

Ambassador Thomas Baker of the United States offered the benefits of the emerging Global Earth Observing System of Systems that will be formalized next month by 53 nations. (Photo courtesy ENB)

The warning system envisioned today will combine speedy transmission of data with training programs for populations at risk in a strategy experts say could have saved scores of thousands of lives in the recent Indian Ocean tsunami.

“This new program will help bring safety, security and peace of mind,” Briceno told the delegates. “Millions of people worldwide owe their lives and livelihoods to effective early warning systems.”

“Let me issue one word of warning,” said James Morris, executive director of the UN World Food Programme (WFP), the world's largest humanitarian relief organization. “The chronic hunger and malnutrition that afflicts 300 million children worldwide does not create the dramatic media coverage of a tsunami, but it causes far greater suffering. We cannot afford to lose sight of that fact. This too is an emergency.”

“With exceptionally generous help from Japan and other donors, no child who survived the Asian tsunami should die from hunger," said Morris. "Children suffered most in this tsunami, but with better early warning systems, we can spare millions of them in future.”

Morris stressed that WFP had made disaster risk reduction and emergency preparedness two of its corporate priorities, and that it played a key role in developing the new early warning tool, the Humanitarian Early Warning Service - HEWSweb at: www.hewsweb.org – that brings together on one Internet platform the vast amount of data available from technical institutions on each type of natural hazard.

“The Asian tsunami crisis could not have provided us with a more graphic illustration of the importance of emergency preparedness and early warning,” said Morris.

The number of natural disasters is rising, Morris told the delegates, so that now about one-third of the 100 million people the WFP feeds each year are affected by natural hazards.

“The Asian tsunami shocked the world and massive relief efforts are underway for the survivors. The challenge we now face is to keep the momentum going for millions of other people around the globe whose lives are also stalked by hunger and poverty, but whose faces are rarely in the spotlight,” Morris said

Tsunami survivors, sheltering at a relief camp for internally displaced people in Sri Lanka's Tamil dominated northeastern region, line up for a WFP food distribution. (Photo by Antonello Nusca courtesy WFP)

WFP is working around the clock to deliver emergency food relief for up to two million people affected by the tsunami in Indonesia, Sri Lanka, the Maldives, Myanmar and Somalia. More than one million of the most critically affected people received food rations within 20 days of the tsunami.

The new warning system will draw from the experience of the Pacific Ocean tsunami early warning systems, making use of the existing coordination mechanism of the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and other international and regional organizations.

It was agreed that the United Nations will be responsible for coordinating the implementation of the system. Key countries across the globe have already committed national resources and technical assistance in establishing the system, estimated at 30 million dollars.

Following the December 26 disaster, affected countries in the region are setting up an interim system that would warn communities in the case of another tsunami before the new system is operational in a year’s time.

Building on the momentum of the world conference, a number of new regional and international meetings are being organized to support the implementation of this Indian Ocean system.

UNESCO has launched a new inter-agency initiative aimed at minimizing loss of life and reducing damage caused by floods, headquartered at a planned Centre for Water Hazard and Risk Management in Tsukuba, Japan.

“This new initiative is set to integrate the scientific, operational, educational and public awareness raising aspects of flood management, including the social response and communication dimensions of flooding and related disaster preparedness,” UNESCO Director-General Koïchiro Matsuura told the conference.

The initiative is a response to the increasing number of water related disasters, deaths and widespread damage. Since 1992, the yearly number of water related disasters has risen to more than 150 from slightly over 50. They claim about 25,000 lives and affect over 500 million others annually, and cost the world economy more than $60 billion, up from about $10 billion in 1950. And, said Matsuura, these figures do not include the cost of damage to cultural assets and natural resources.

At the reception in Kobe hosted by the Government of Japan (Photo courtesy ENB)

The World Conference on Disaster Reduction opened Wednesday with a warning and a plan of action presented by Jan Egeland, UN under-secretary general for humanitarian affairs.

"My friends," Egeland said, "we have no time to lose in our quest to make communities safer. Earthquakes, tsunamis, floods, locusts, droughts and other hazards wreak devastation for tens of millions of people each year. In addition to these natural threats, we now face threats of our own collective making: global warming, environmental degradation and uncontrolled urbanization."

Egeland proposed that over the next 10 years, a minimum of 10 percent of the billions now spent on disaster relief by all nations be earmarked for disaster risk reduction. "In my other capacity, as the global Emergency Relief Coordinator, I am acutely aware of how much money is being spent on being fire brigades, putting plaster on the wound, and too little on preventing the devastation and suffering in the first place."

We need a global early warning system, Egeland agreed, and said that people from many UN agencies are working with member states and partner organizations "to make early warning for all a future reality."

"But let us remember: technology is not a cure-all," he said. "From Singapore to South Africa, experience shows us that people, not hardware, must be at the center of any successful disaster warning and preparedness measures."

Indian Ocean inhabitants died and suffered because they were unaware of the danger they were in. A new book launched at the disaster reduction conference incorporates the wisdom that more than 160 authors have derived from their work in disaster reduction at international, regional, national, municipal and local levels.

"Know Risk" emphasizes the benefits of experience leading to future actions and institutional commitments to disaster reduction. It is available at the conference, or contact unpubli@unog.ch or jon.ingleton@tudor-rose.co.uk to purchase the book.

Looking ahead, Hans-Joachim Daerr, Germany’s director-general for global issues, the United Nations, human rights and humanitarian aid, offered to host an international early warning conference in early 2006.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Deepika Global News

Tsunami damage to Indonesia environment 675 mln dollars

OSLO, Jan 21 (Reuters) The Indian Ocean tsunami caused 675 million dollars in damage to Indonesia's environment by battering coral reefs and mangroves and washing away farm land, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) said today.

The figure is a first full estimate of economic losses to the environment for any country hit by the Dec. 26 tsunami, UNEP spokesman Nick Nuttall said. A wider UNEP report will be issued next month at UNEP headquarters in Nairobi.

''Beyond the horrific loss of human life, the earthquake and resulting tsunami ... had enormous impacts on Indonesia's coastal environment, causing damage and loss to natural habitats and important ecosystem functions,'' UNEP said in a statement.

About 225,000 people died around the Indian Ocean rim from the tsunami, triggered by a giant earthquake off Indonesia. 

The report, by the Indonesian government, donors and UNEP, estimated that about 30 percent of coral reefs in Aceh and North Sumatra were damaged. It reckoned that the economic loss from reefs alone was 332 million dollars, the mid-point of a wider range.

It also estimated that economic losses from the damage to 25,000 hectares of mangroves totalled $118 million and estimated that 30 percent of almost 50,000 hectares of forest along the coast were destroyed.

Other parts of the coast were degraded or washed away. Other damage was caused by sludge and saline water driven up river mouths.

''Hundreds of wells in the rural area need to be cleaned up,'' UNEP added. It said that the overall environmental damage was 675 million dollars but did not give an exact breakdown.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Agence France Presse

21 janvier 2005 vendredi  11:36 AM GMT

TITRE: Tsunami : les dégâts sur l'environnement en Indonésie estimés à 675 M USD

TEXTE-ARTICLE:

Klaus Toepfer, directeur du Programme pour l'Environnement des Nations unies, a évalué à 675 millions de dollars (environ 520 millions d'euros) les dommages dus au tsunami du 26 décembre sur l'environnement en Indonésie, lors de la Conférence mondiale pour la prévention des désastres, à Kobé (ouest du Japon). 

"Les dernières enquêtes montrent que les conséquences sur l'environnement sont encore plus alarmantes que ce que nous craignions auparavant", a déclaré Klaus Toepfer, le directeur de l'organisme. 

Le rapport préliminaire, le premier réalisé par l'organisme concernant les coûts du tsunami sur l'environnement, évalue les dommages à 675 millions de dollars.

"Il est clair que le processus de reconstruction en cours doit également investir dans le capital environnemental des ressources naturelles - les forêts, les mangroves et les récifs de corail, auxquels se heurtent de tels désastres", a ajouté M. Toepfer.

L'organisme onusien a mis l'accent sur l'importance de la reconstruction de l'environnement après le passage du tsunamis.
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Après les tsunamis, la communauté internationale s'engage dans la prévention

La Conférence mondiale sur la prévention des catastrophes de Kobé le 18 janvier 2005, jour de l'ouverture de la session

KOBE (Japon) (AFP) - 22/01/2005 09h59 - La communauté internationale s'est engagée samedi à mettre en place des systèmes d'alerte précoce et à faire de la prévention une priorité budgétaire un mois après les tsunamis géants en Asie, à l'issue de cinq jours d'âpres discussions à Kobé au Japon.

Mais, comme prévu, la déclaration finale et le "cadre d'action pour 2005-2015" de la conférence mondiale sur la prévention des catastrophes sont des documents généraux, évitant de fixer des objectifs précis, ce qui n'a pas manqué de soulever les critiques des ONG.

"Nous devrions être capables de réduire de moitié les pertes humaines provoquées par les désastres naturels au cours de la prochaine décennie", a plaidé le coordinateur de l'aide humanitaire de l'ONU, Jan Egeland. Soit "des centaines de milliers de vies sauvées et des millions de gagne-pain préservés".

"Le monde ne sera peut-être pas un endroit plus sûr la semaine prochaine mais il devrait l'être d'ici un an et il le sera certainement à la fin de la décennie", a promis le Norvégien.

Les négociations se sont poursuivies tard dans la nuit pour parvenir à un accord avant la clôture de la conférence qui a rassemblé 4.500 experts et officiels de 168 nations.

Dans sa déclaration finale, la conférence de Kobé estime qu'"il est vital de donner une grande priorité à la réduction des risques de désastres".

"Nous sommes déterminés à réduire, partout dans le monde, les pertes socio-économiques et les atteintes à l'environnement causées par les catastrophes", ajoute la déclaration dite de Hyogo (du nom de la préfecture où se trouve Kobé).

Certains participants souhaitaient que les résultats de la conférence de Kobé soient plus concrets et détaillés, établissant par exemple un calendrier des actions prévues dans le cadre de la prévention.

"Nous sommes très contents que le cadre d'action souligne l'importance de faire de la réduction des risques de désastres une des principales priorités", a expliqué Thea Hilhorst, une enseignante néerlandaise représentant les ONG à Kobé.

"Mais ça, c'est pas nouveau, on a vu au cours des dix dernières années qu'il y a des tas d'obstacles. Et il n'y a rien, dans ce cadre d'action, qui indique un quelconque moyen de supprimer ces obstacles", a-t-elle déploré.

Salvano Briceno, responsable de la stratégie internationale de l'ONU pour la prévention des désastres, le 21 janvier à Kobé

"Nous sommes au milieu du processus. On ne fait pas ça en une semaine (...) Une conférence ne résout pas tous les problèmes et ne fournit pas toutes les solutions", a répondu Salvano Briceno, responsable de la stratégie internationale de l'ONU pour la prévention des désastres.

De son côté, M. Egeland a reconnu que les conclusions de la conférence étaient largement symboliques mais il a en défendu l'utilité "morale".

"Les décisions de cette conférence ne sont pas des documents légalement contraignants mais elles traduisent un engagement moral fort des Etats et des organisations", a-t-il argué.

Le dirigeant onusien a assuré qu'une mission présenterait des "indicateurs chiffrés" dans les prochains mois afin de faire le point.

La déclaration de Hyogo réaffirme aussi "le rôle capital du système des Nations unies à tous les niveaux dans la réduction des risques de catastrophe".

C'est d'ailleurs l'ONU qui a été chargée de superviser la construction d'un système d'alerte aux tsunamis dans l'Océan indien face à une multitude de propositions de technologies par les grands pays donateurs.

L'Australie, l'Allemagne, le Japon et les Etats-Unis ont tous offert l'utilisation de leur système de prévision dans l'Océan indien.

Les Nations unies vont étudier les différences entre ces technologies en vue de mettre en place ce système régional en 12 ou 18 mois.

L'ONU avait choisi Kobé de longue date pour cette conférence, profitant du 10ème anniversaire du terrible séisme qui détruisit ce grand port le 17 janvier 1995 (6.400 morts).

Mais à la suite des raz-de-marée en Asie, qui ont fait 220.000 morts, la conférence de Kobé a pris une toute autre dimension, une toute autre urgence.

____________________________________________________________________________________________
Le Monde 

Alerte à la biodiversité menacée

LE MONDE | 22.01.05 | 13h57  .  MIS A JOUR LE 22.01.05 | 18h01

A l'initiative de Jacques Chirac, une conférence internationale réunit à Paris, à partir du 24 janvier, responsables politiques et experts scientifiques.


Le brachyta borni est un capricorne très paisible de l'ordre des coléoptères, qui présente une singularité : il n'existe vraisemblablement qu'en un ou deux lieux, situés dans les Alpes françaises, non loin de la frontière italienne. Cet insecte constitue une espèce endémique, c'est-à-dire qu'on ne la trouve que dans ces endroits, en l'occurrence près de Vars, dans les Hautes-Alpes. 

Or Brachyta borni risque de passer rapidement à trépas : un carrier a en effet reçu le 6 décembre 2004 l'autorisation préfectorale d'exploiter le glacier rocheux où loge l'espèce, sur le col de Vars. Selon les entomologistes locaux, la destruction de ce glacier entraînera vraisemblablement la disparition de l'espèce. Dans le silence général, et sans que personne puisse mesurer les conséquences de cet appauvrissement de la biodiversité. Comme des centaines d'espèces d'insectes, de plantes, de mollusques, à travers le monde.


La République n'étant pas à l'abri des contradictions, elle organise, du lundi 24 janvier au vendredi 28, une conférence internationale sur le thème "Biodiversité. Science et gouvernance". Partie d'une proposition de Jacques Chirac au G8 d'Evian en 2003, cette conférence sort sans doute du lot des réunions de toute sorte qui occupent experts et diplomates aux quatre coins du monde. Parce qu'elle vise à populariser un thème qui est, à côté du changement climatique, le plus grave de la crise écologique planétaire - l'appauvrissement de la biosphère - et parce qu'elle s'interroge explicitement sur les moyens de transformer la connaissance scientifique en action politique effective.


L'événement, organisé par la France, rassemble des responsables politiques de haut niveau (Jacques Chirac, qui doit inaugurer le rassemblement ; mais aussi le président du Nigeria, Olusegun Obasanjo ; le premier ministre de Malaisie, Abdullah Badawi ; le président de Madagascar, Marc Ravalomanana), des entreprises (Sanofi, Novartis, la Fédération mondiale de la pharmacie, Total), des centaines de scientifiques, dont le "gratin" des spécialistes de la biodiversité : Edward Wilson, David Tilman, Michel Loreau, Harold Mooney, etc.


"L'originalité de la Conférence, dit Jacques Weber, directeur de l'Institut français de la biodiversité, est de mettre ensemble des gens qui d'habitude ne se rencontrent pas." "Il s'agit de faire le point sur ce que l'on sait, dit Michel Loreau, président du comité scientifique de la Conférence, et d'établir le dialogue avec les politiques. Les scientifiques ont l'impression que rien n'avance, alors que la crise de la biodiversité atteint une ampleur historique."


Premier problème : comment qualifier précisément la crise de la biodiversité, lui donner une expression simple, aussi compréhensible pour le grand public que l'est devenu le changement climatique ?


Si l'on enregistre la destruction ou la dégradation des écosystèmes locaux (zones humides, forêts tropicales, prairies, etc.) ainsi que la disparition des espèces à une vitesse jamais vue dans l'histoire de la planète, les scientifiques se posent encore de nombreuses questions : comment synthétiser cette crise par des indicateurs simples ? Comment mesurer ces disparitions pour les ordres les plus abondants mais les moins connus (invertébrés) ? Comment évaluer les conséquences concrètes de la dégradation des écosystèmes ?


Ces difficultés expliquent que les scientifiques n'aient pas encore produit une représentation simple de la crise de la biodiversité, et d'autant moins que, à la différence du changement climatique, qui est un phénomène global, la crise de la biodiversité, générale se traduit par une multitude d'événements locaux.


Par ailleurs, la communauté des chercheurs concernés est fragmentée. Il reste à vérifier que le thème de la biodiversité l'unit plus fortement que les rivalités ne la divisent. Ecologues, taxonomistes, généticiens, sociologues, biologistes fondamentaux forment autant de chapelles qui ont parfois du mal à travailler ensemble.


Les scientifiques espèrent cependant que la Conférence débouchera sur le lancement d'un mécanisme qui pourrait être comparable au GIEC (Groupe d'experts intergouvernemental sur l'évolution du climat). Celui-ci, qui réunit des centaines de chercheurs, produit une expertise approfondie du problème climatique, mais aussi une synthèse facilement compréhensible par les décideurs. De même, pour la biodiversité, "il faut pouvoir dire clairement aux gouvernements, aux entreprises et aux individus quelles sont les conséquences de leurs actions", résumait un texte collectif paru dans Science du 14 janvier.


Mais il faudra surmonter la réticence de beaucoup à créer une nouvelle structure à côté du Millenium ecosystem assessment (qui évalue les écosystèmes), du Programme des Nations unies sur l'environnement, et surtout de la Convention sur la biodiversité, signée en 1992.


Cette Convention est pratiquement enlisée, en raison de la difficulté à se mettre d'accord sur la répartition des bénéfices potentiels tirés de l'exploitation de la biodiversité. De plus, l'absence des Etats-Unis, qui ne l'ont pas ratifiée, l'affaiblit beaucoup. En 2002 à La Haye, les signataires de la Convention ont fixé l'objectif de "réduire significativement en 2010 le taux d'érosion de la biodiversité". Le piétinement des discussions compromet la réalisation de cet objectif. La réunion en 2004 de la Convention n'a guère permis de progresser


Les scientifiques cherchent donc le moyen de sortir de cette impasse et de stimuler les politiques en produisant des diagnostics clairs. "On va prudemment tester les hypothèses, dit Laurence Tubiana (Institut du développement durable et des relations internationales), qui coordonnera l'atelier "Gouvernance de la biodiversité". "On espère que tout le monde sera d'accord pour réfléchir et lancer quelque chose."

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Frankfurter Rundschau

Tsunami schadet Natur

Unep legt Umweltbericht vor
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Kobe / Berlin · 21. Januar · ap / dpa · Die Flutwelle im Indischen Ozean hat der Umwelt in der Region noch schwerer geschadet als befürchtet. Das erklärte der Leiter des UN-Umweltprogramms Unep, Klaus Töpfer, am Freitag bei der Vorlage eines Schadensberichts. Auf 522 Millionen Euro wird der Gesamtschaden geschätzt, der an Korallenriffen, Mangrovensümpfen und Wäldern in dem Gebiet angerichtet wurde.

Beim Wiederaufbau müsse auch in das "Umweltkapital" investiert werden, forderte Töpfer. Wälder, Mangroven und Korallenriffe seien ein Puffer gegen derartige Katastrophen, erklärte er. Die Flutwelle hat einen 300 Kilometer breiten Waldstreifen beschädigt oder komplett vernichtet.

Der indonesische Präsident Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono sagte der Provinz Aceh auf Sumatra, die durch die Katastrophe zerstört wurde, langfristige Hilfe zu. Zugleich sagte er am Freitag in Banda Aceh, er erwarte, dass die Wiederaufbauarbeiten allmählich auf einheimische Helfer übergingen. Es gebe aber keine Frist für ausländische Organisationen, die Provinz zu verlassen.

Der deutsche Bundesverteidigungsminister Peter Struck (SPD) will im März die in Banda Aceh eingesetzten deutschen Soldaten besuchen. Das teilte Struck am Freitag in Berlin mit. Bisher hätten die deutschen Helfer bereits mehrere hundert Patienten ambulant behandelt und mehr als 1100 Menschen gegen Masern geimpft. Die vor der Küste ankernde, als Krankenhaus ausgerüstete "Berlin" solle so lange im Land bleiben, wie sie gebraucht werde, sagte Struck.

Mehr Deutsche vermisst


Knapp vier Wochen nach der Flutwelle ist die Zahl der offiziell vermissten Deutschen leicht auf 591 angestiegen, wie das Auswärtige Amt mitteilte. Einige Urlauber, die in diesen Tagen zurückerwartet wurden, würden erst jetzt als vermisst gemeldet. Immer noch sind erst 60 durch die Welle getötete Deutsche identifiziert.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Berliner Morgenpost

Flutkatastrophe: Umweltschäden weit größer als befürchtet

Kobe/Jakarta - Die Flutwelle im Indischen Ozean hat der Umwelt in der Katastrophenregion einen weit schwereren Schlag versetzt als befürchtet. Das erklärte am Freitag der Leiter des UN-Umweltprogramms UNEP, Klaus Töpfe. Auf insgesamt 522 Millionen Euro wird der Gesamtschaden geschätzt, der an Korallenriffen, Mangrovensümpfen und Wäldern in dem Gebiet angerichtet wurde.

Die UN-Konferenz über die Errichtung eines Tsunami-Frühwarnsystems im Indischen Ozean wurde vom Streit über den Klimawandel überschattet. Die EU und kleine Inselstaaten wollten in die Abschlußerklärung aufnehmen, daß der weltweite Klimawandel das Auftreten weiterer Naturkatastrophen begünstigen könnte. Die USA, Kanada und Australien sind gegen einen solchen Passus. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Tagesspiegel

Wettbewerb um das Warnsystem

Die Tsunami-Früherkennung im Indischen Ozean soll bald stehen – fordert eine UN-Konferenz

Berlin - Aus Sicht der deutschen Delegation wird die Weltkonferenz für Katastrophenvorsorge im japanischen Kobe am heutigen Samstag erfolgreich zu Ende gehen. Streitpunkte, die eine gemeinsame Abschlusserklärung zu gefährden drohten, wurden offenbar erfolgreich umschifft. „Die Konferenz bedeutet für die Frühwarnung vor Katastrophen einen großen Schub“, sagte die Vorsitzende des Deutschen Komitees für Katastrophenvorsorge, Irmgard Schwaetzer, in einem Telefonat mit dem Tagesspiegel. „Davon werden nicht nur die von der Flutwelle betroffenen Länder am Indischen Ozean profitieren.“

Doch der Tsunami stand im Mittelpunkt einer Konferenz, die ohne diese beispiellose Katastrophe von der Öffentlichkeit wohl nur wenig beachtet worden wäre. Die betroffenen Staaten und die wichtigsten Geberländer für den Wiederaufbau wollen möglichst bald mit der Entwicklung eines Frühwarnsystems für den Indischen Ozean beginnen – unter Federführung der Vereinten Nationen. Konkrete Verpflichtungen werden aber wohl nicht in der Abschlusserklärung stehen. Die erste von mehreren geplanten Folgekonferenzen beginnt Ende kommender Woche im thailändischen Phuket.

Die deutsche Delegation brachte eigene Vorschläge für das geplante Frühwarnsystem in die Konferenz ein. Sie wurden vom Potsdamer Geoforschungszentrum entwickelt und sehen den langfristigen Aufbau eines globalen Satellitensystems vor. „Die deutschen Vorschläge wurden sehr positiv aufgenommen“, sagte Schwaetzer. „Nur die Amerikaner waren nicht sehr erfreut.“ Die USA hatten vorgeschlagen, ihr eigenes satellitengestütztes System im Pazifik auf den Indischen Ozean auszudehnen. Auch Japan und Australien wollen bei dem prestigeträchtigen Ideenwettbewerb mitmischen und brachten eigene Ideen für ein Frühwarnsystem mit nach Kobe.

Zu einem Streitpunkt der Konferenz hatte sich das Thema Klimawandel entwickelt: Die US-Delegation hatte sich dagegen gewehrt, einen klaren Hinweis auf den Zusammenhang zwischen weltweiter Erwärmung und Naturkatastrophen, wie etwa tropische Stürme, in die Abschlusserklärung aufzunehmen. Doch offenbar konnten sich Inselstaaten und Europäer durchsetzen: „Auf den Zusammenhang von Klimawandel und der Häufigkeit und Stärke von Naturkatastrophen wird in der Erklärung hingewiesen“, sagte Schwaetzer.

Unterdessen berichtet das UN-Umweltprogramm Unep, dass die Flutwelle der Umwelt in der indonesischen Katastrophenregion noch stärker geschadet hat, als zunächst erwartet. Auf insgesamt 522 Millionen Euro wird der Gesamtschaden geschätzt, der an Korallenriffen, Mangrovensümpfen und Wäldern in dem Gebiet angerichtet wurde, sagte Unep-Direktor Klaus Töpfer bei der Präsentation eines Schadenberichts. Beim Wiederaufbau müsse auch in das „Umweltkapital“ der natürlichen Ressourcen investiert werden.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Taglicher Anzeiger

Alarmierende Umweltschäden durch Flut in Indonesien

- DRK-Krankenhaus in Sri Lanka einsatzbereit

Die Konsequenzen der Flutkatastrophe für die Umwelt in Indonesien sind alarmierender als bislang angenommen: Die Schäden für die Umwelt werden in einem UN-Bericht auf 675 Millionen Dollar (520 Millionen Euro) beziffert. Die Kosten für den Wiederaufbau müssten auch in Umweltprojekte fließen, etwa zum Schutz der Wälder und Korallenriffe, forderte der Chef des UN-Umweltprogramms (UNEP), Klaus Töpfer, auf der UN-Konferenz zum Katastrophenschutz im japanischen Kobe.

Dem UNEP-Bericht zufolge zerstörte der Tsunami vom 26. Dezember in der indonesischen Provinz Aceh 25.000 Hektar Mangrovenwälder, 29.200 Hektar Korallenriffe und 120 Hektar Seegraswiesen. Die Teilnehmer der Konferenz in Kobe konnten sich bei den Beratungen über ein gemeinsames Abschlussdokument nicht auf die Formulierung für konkrete Maßnahmen einigen. Der Grund dafür sei nicht der mangelnde Wille der Teilnehmer, sich konkrete Ziele zu setzen, sondern die Vielzahl von Vorschlägen und Standpunkten, sagte der UN-Vertreter Salvano Briceno. Die seit langem geplante Konferenz hatte durch die Tsunami-Katastrophe eine unerwartete Dringlichkeit erhalten.

Das mobile Krankenhaus des Deutschen Roten Kreuzes (DRK) im besonders stark von der Flutkatastrophe betroffenen Nordosten Sri Lankas ist inzwischen einsatzbereit. In der Region um die Städte Mullaitivu und Puthukkudiyiruppu könnten ab sofort rund 500 Patienten pro Tag medizinisch versorgt werden, teilte das DRK in Berlin mit.

Für die kommenden 18 Monate sei damit die Gesundheitsbetreuung für 150.000 Menschen in der Region sichergestellt. Das Zelt-Krankenhaus war vergangene Woche mit drei Flügen vom Flughafen Köln/Bonn in das Katastrophengebiet geliefert worden. Es hat die Kapazität eines deutschen Kreiskrankenhauses.

Nach Angaben des DRK in Colombo kamen durch die Flutkatastrophe in Sri Lanka mehr als 30.000 Menschen ums Leben; allein in der Stadt Mullaitivu im tamilischen Rebellengebiet wurden mehr als 3000 Menschen getötet.
___________________________________________________________________________________________
AP

Umweltschaden nach Flutkatastrophe noch grösser als befürchtet

Kobe/Jakarta (AP) Die Flutwelle nach dem Seebeben im Indischen Ozean hat der Umwelt in der indonesischen Katastrophenregion einen noch schwereren Schlag versetzt als ursprünglich befürchtet. Das erklärte am Freitag der Leiter des UN-Umweltprogramms UNEP, Klaus Töpfer, bei der Vorlage eines Schadensberichts. Auf insgesamt 522 Millionen Euro wird der Gesamtschaden geschätzt, der an Korallenriffen, Mangrovensümpfen und Wäldern in dem Gebiet angerichtet wurde.

Beim Wiederaufbau müsse auch in das «Umweltkapital» der natürlichen Ressourcen investiert werden. Wälder, Mangroven und Korallenriffe seien ein Puffer der Natur gegen derartige Katastrophen und deren Folgen, erklärte der frühere Bundesumweltminister. Die Flutwelle hat einen 300 Kilometer breiten Waldstreifen an der Küste beschädigt beziehungsweise komplett vernichtet. Der Schaden allein an den Korallenriffen wird in dem Bericht auf über 250 Millionen Euro geschätzt.

Die UN-Konferenz über die Errichtung eines Tsunami-Frühwarnsystems im Indischen Ozean wurde am Freitag vom Streit über den Klimawandel überschattet. Die EU und mehrere kleine Inselstaaten wollten in der Abschlusserklärung darauf hinweisen, dass der weltweite Klimawandel das Auftreten weiterer Naturkatastrophen begünstigen könnte. Die Delegationen der USA, Kanadas und Australiens sind gegen die Aufnahme eines solchen Passus.

Hintergrund ist der Streit um das Kyoto-Protokoll zur Reduzierung klimaschädlicher Treibhausgase. Die USA haben dieses internationale Abkommen nicht ratifiziert. Das Schweizer Delegationsmitglied Meinrad Studer erklärte, beide Seite arbeiteten an einem Kompromiss, der nur wenige Hinweise auf den Klimawandel enthalte. Die Konferenz im japanischen Kobe sollte am (morgigen) Samstag zu Ende gehen.

Der indonesische Präsident Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono hat der von der Tsunami-Katastrophe zerstörten Provinz Aceh langfristige Hilfe zugesagt. Vier Wochen nach der Flutwelle erwarte er allerdings, dass die Wiederaufbauarbeiten allmählich von internationalen Helfern auf einheimische übergingen, sagte er am Freitag in Banda Aceh. Es gebe aber keine Frist für die ausländischen Organisationen, die von einem Sezessionskrieg betroffene Provinz auf Sumatra zu verlassen.

Die informell vereinbarten Waffenruhe zwischen Regierung und Rebellen auf Aceh, die die Rettungsarbeiten erleichtern soll, droht unterdessen zu kollabieren. Die Rebellen warfen am Freitag den Regierungstruppen vor, seit der Flutwellenkatastrophe fast 100 unbewaffnete Zivilisten getötet zu haben. Die Militärführung hatte zuvor erklärt, die Regierungstruppen seien «gezwungen gewesen», mindestens 120 Angehörige der Bewegung Freies Aceh (GAM) zu töten und ihre Waffen sicherzustellen.

Im am zweitschwersten von der Katastrophe betroffenen Sri Lanka sprach am Freitag der norwegische Aussenminister Jan Pesen mit Präsidentin Chandrika Kumaratunga über den von seinem Land vermittelten Friedensprozess zwischen der Regierung in Colombo und den tamilischen Rebellen und über Hilfe beim Wiederaufbau. Am Samstag wollte Petersen im Norden der Insel mit dem Chef der Befreiungstiger von Tamil Eelam (LTTE), Velupillai Prabhakaran, sprechen. Die tamilischen Rebellen haben der Regierung vorgeworfen, die internationalen Hilfsgüter ungerecht verteilt zu haben.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Jakarta Post

UN deploys ship to bring food to Indonesian coast ahead of foreign military departure

BANDA ACEH, Aceh (AP): The UN agency in charge of helping feed tsunami victims said on Sunday it was for the first time deploying a ship to deliver food to ravaged areas on the west coast of Indonesia's Aceh province.

The move to open a new transport channel for bringing food to the thousands of homeless survivors of the Dec. 26 tsunami comes ahead of the planned withdrawal of foreign troops.

The U.S. military -- which has been providing key support to the relief operation, flying dozens of helicopter sorties a day delivering aid supplies -- has said it is beginning to withdraw its forces from the region and will leave by the end of March.

On Sunday, a 400-ton landing vessel will arrive in the coastal city of Calang for its first aid delivery, said World Food Program spokesman Gerald Bourke. Thousands of victims have gathered there at a makeshift camp built among the ruins of the former city, which was totally destroyed by the tsunami.

A 3,000-ton ship also was steaming from the Indonesian capital, Jakarta, to join the smaller craft that will help it unload more supplies.

The western coast of Sumatra island has been receiving food supplies mostly through helicopter drops, but relief workers now hope to leave a one-month's supply in Calang of rice, noodles, biscuits, fish and vegetable oil, Bourke said.

The WFP also hopes to increase its fleet of helicopters to 10 aircraft from the current two, Bourke said.

The tsunami devastated the coastal road linking cities along Sumatra's western coast, meaning many places are now only reachable by ship or helicopter

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Disaster Meeting Agrees on Tsunami Alert System

JAPAN: January 24, 2005

KOBE - Experts and officials from around the world agreed to try to cut the number of deaths in disasters over the next decade and promised to set up a tsunami warning system at a conference that ended on Saturday.

But aid workers said the framework agreement, which the United Nations hopes will halve the number of people killed in natural disasters, lacked detail on the steps needed to achieve its aims.

The death of more than 225,000 people in last month's Indian Ocean tsunami had made an early warning system a top priority at the five-day UN-sponsored conference on disaster reduction in the Japanese city of Kobe.

"All disaster-prone people deserve to have early warning systems," Jan Egeland, the UN's director of Emergency Relief, told a news conference.

The huge Dec. 26 earthquake and tsunami it spawned had made everyone in the world aware of the need for aid to reduce disaster risk.

"The tsunami was the wake-up call for all of us," he said.

UN officials have promised to have a warning system up and running in the Indian Ocean within 12 to 18 months, and Salvano Briceno, head of the UN's disaster reduction body, said about $8 million had been pledged for the system.

About $4 million of that is from Japan, whose long history of earthquakes and devastating tsunamis has prompted it to set up a system that aims to issue a warning within three minutes, expertise it has pledged to use in the new system.

The main purpose of the meeting was convincing wealthy donor countries to invest small amounts of aid in the hope of reducing death and destruction when disaster strikes in developing nations.

The conference in Kobe, where 6,433 people were killed in an earthquake a decade ago, adopted a framework agreement to be implemented over the next 10 years.

Among steps outlined in the agreement are cooperating to develop risk maps, the use of satellite technology to help with early warning and developing programmes to teach people in hazardous areas what to do when a warning is issued, something experts at the meeting said was especially needed.

HALVING DEATHS

Egeland reiterated his hope of halving the number of deaths from natural disasters over the next decade. About 600,000 people were victims of natural disasters over the last 10 years, but that was down by a third from the previous decade.

"I think it is achievable," Egeland said. "We are counting thousands of new deaths a day due to the tsunami. Those lives, for the better part, would have been saved if we had the early warning system."

Officials had worked late into the night to hammer out details of the statements, a process some delegates said was hampered by disagreement over measures to hold governments to promises and whether to require nations to pay a fixed amount to reduce the danger of disasters before they happen.

Aid workers welcomed the agreement on the early warning system but said the framework agreement lacked concrete details of how its ambitious goals were to be achieved.

"You have to ask whether this conference and its outcomes have honoured those who died in the Asian earthquake and tsunamis," Eva von Oelreich of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies said in a statement.

"Have they brought hope to the survivors and to other vulnerable people that soon the day will come when the chance of such horror occurring again will have been reduced to the minimum?"

Differences even appeared to have emerged over the tsunami warning system.

Numerous proposals have emerged about the best system to adopt, and some delegates fear countries are jockeying for leadership of the high-profile project.

UN officials have denied rivalry and say their organisation will coordinate the process as details are worked out.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Kerala News

India, Plant trees, protect coasts from tsunami: scientists

18 Hours,25 minutes Ago
[India News]: New Delhi: Deep-rooted, salt-resistant trees like mangroves and casuarinas, if planted along the coasts, can buffer the region from future tsunamis, scientists have said.

According to tsunami experts who are meeting here, such trees would act as a bio-shield, breaking the wave's speed, while protecting coasts from cyclones, coastal storms and tsunamis.

In addition, they would help in the formation of bio-villages where the local population would get timber and other raw material from the trees, the scientists said.

"Trees may not be able to help with the height of the tsunami, but a large number of them help reduce the wave velocity substantially. It is the speed that kills people," said Costa Synolakis, a professor in coastal engineering at the University of South California.

"When Papua New Guinea (in the Pacific Ocean) suffered a tsunami some years ago, all the buildings of the region were washed away, but the few casuarinas pine trees in the region stood firm," Synolakis told IANS, on the sidelines of a two-day brainstorming session to device a tsunami-warning system for the Indian Ocean region.

The Dec 26 tsunami killed more than 150,000 in over a dozen countries besides causing untold damage and misery to coastal populations.

Synolakis, who has been involved in designing inundation maps for tsunami-prone areas for 15 years, said bio-shields have been set up in Papua New Guinea, Indonesia and Japan.

While casuarinas give good timber that could be harvested periodically, a tree called Salicornia atriplex, that also grows in salt water, yielded nuts and oil that could be sold, scientists said.

In addition, mangrove trees, if planted in shallow seas, could act as potential spawning grounds for fish and prawns, with local communities being encouraged to develop artificial coral reefs to add to the scenic beauty of the coast.

"This is a win-win situation," said U.Ashwathanarayana, former consultant with the United Nations Development Programme. "Bio-shields have profound ecological and environmental benefits."

According to him, Indian laws bar construction within 500 metres of the sea. "These, in addition to another 100 metres, should be converted into 'buffer zones'," Ashwathanarayana told IANS.

____________________________________________________________________________________________
UN News Service

UN conference adopts 10-year plan to tackle natural hazards

23 January 2005 – The United Nations World Conference on Disaster Reduction – a long-planned event which gained added importance in the wake of the recent Indian Ocean tsunami – has concluded in Kobe, Japan, with countries pledging to reduce the risks facing millions of people who are exposed to natural calamities.

At the final session on Saturday, 168 delegations adopted the “Hyogo Framework for Action: 2005 – 2015,” which calls for putting disaster risk at the center of national policies, strengthening the capacity of disaster-prone countries to address risk, and investing heavily in disaster preparedness.

“This new plan will help reduce the gap between what we know and what we do; the critical ingredient is political commitment,” said UN Emergency Relief Coordinator Jan Egeland, who has been deeply involved in the tsunami relief effort.

Taking place less than one month after that catastrophic event claimed up to 230,000 lives, the conference heard numerous voices from around the globe pledging to foster protection against future calamities.

Speaking at the closing meeting, the President of the Conference, Yoshitaka Murata, said “these five days spent in Kobe will make a real difference in the way we look at hazards, at risks and vulnerability, and that we all truly engage on the road for a safer world.”

The conference also adopted a declaration recommending that a “culture of disaster prevention and resilience” must be fostered and recognizing the relationship between disaster reduction, sustainable development and poverty reduction.

While hailing the progress achieved in Kobe, Mr. Egeland cautioned that success is “contingent on partnerships on working together to meet this global challenge.”

At the meeting, an International Early Warning Programme was launched to improve resilience to all types of natural hazards including droughts, wildland fires, floods, typhoons, hurricanes, landslides, volcanic eruption and tsunamis. This UN initiative will emphasize the importance of people-centered early warning systems and community education about disaster preparedness.

In response to last month's tsunami disaster, the World Conference held a special session where delegates pledged their support to create a regional tsunami early warning system in the Indian Ocean. The new warning system will draw from the experience of the Pacific Ocean tsunami early warning systems making use of the existing coordination mechanism of the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO).

Also launched during the Conference were an international flood initiative, an alliance to support earthquake risk reduction and the earthquake megacities initiative, all geared to helping countries and communities cope with disasters.

“The world may not be a safer place next week but that is when we will have to start working together to ensure that commitments made at this event become a reality,” said Mr. Egeland.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

NY TIMES

Disputes at Every Turn of Siberia Pipeline
January 21, 2005

By JAMES BROOKE

PEREVOZNAYA, Russia - Stretching from Lake Baikal to the Sea of Japan, the first trans-Siberian oil pipeline is to run 2,565 miles - more than three times the length of the Trans-Alaska Pipeline. With a price tag of $15.5 billion,

it looms as modern Russia's biggest infrastructure investment, President Vladimir V. Putin's answer to the

Trans-Siberian Railway of the czars.

Because China and Japan both rely on the Middle East for about 85 percent of their oil imports, both economic giants competed fiercely over what could be the world's longest and most expensive oil pipeline. Trumping China with a more generous financing offer, Japan, the world's second-largest oil importer, hopes that the four-foot diameter pipe will bind it to Russia, the world's second-largest oil exporter.

It may be a decade before the pipeline is completed. But the line would increase by about a third Russia's capacity

to export oil by pipeline and would be a major Russian shift toward the Pacific, where oil could be sold to any

country, including the United States.

But the project still faces major hurdles. There are no guarantees there will be enough oil to fill the pipe,

although Russia has as much as 67 billion barrels of

untapped oil reserves along the pipeline route. When the oil reaches the Sea of Japan, there are no public

commitments binding Russia to sell it to Japan, whose ports are only a day's sail away. And Russia's last-minute switch of the Pacific terminal site from an existing oil port to this pristine bay is already putting Japanese banks in the middle of a growing global environmental protest movement.

Contrary to the traditionally opaque nature of many major Russian investments, the pipeline is expected to come under rigorous international scrutiny. The Kremlin has vowed not to contribute government funds for the pipeline

construction. Instead, Transneft, the government pipeline monopoly, has been told to go find its own financing,

preferably on international markets.

Foreign banks, especially the Japan Bank for International Cooperation, will increasingly face questions over the

pipeline's future profitability and over Moscow's little-publicized decision in December to switch the

pipeline terminus from Vostochny, Russia's main industrial port in the Pacific, to Perevoznaya, a tranquil bay.

In the summer, the bay's sandy beaches and warm waters are frequented by ferry loads of beachgoers from Vladivostok, 10 miles to the east. In the winter, this frozen semiwilderness is home to some of the last 30 to 40 Amur leopards in the world. The Amur is one of 50 endangered species found only in this corner of Pacific Russia.

To get to the terminal and planned oil refinery, dozens of tankers would steam daily past Russia's only maritime

nature reserve, a collection of 11 islands prized for 3,000 species, a rare wealth of biodiversity that comes from a

meeting of boreal and subtropical water currents. Navigating a five-mile-wide channel littered with more

small islands, the tankers would then enter a maritime cul-de-sac with such shallow waters and fragile ecology

that environmentalists have started calling Perevoznaya Bay "Siberia's Prince William Sound," evoking memories of the 1989 oil spill in Alaska by the oil tanker Exxon Valdez.

"We are already seeing the start of an environmental campaign on this issue, which is really going to grow in

coming months," said David Gordon, executive director of Pacific Watch, an environmental group based in California. "The pipeline will be a test case of whether or not Russia can meet the top-level environmental standards that the public expects from oil and gas projects around the world."

This winter, American and European environmentalists are organizing a campaign to persuade Moscow to build the

pipeline terminal in Vostochny, a modern industrial port and railhead built 30 years ago next to Nakhodka. Adding

urgency, May 1 is the new deadline for Transneft to devise a pipeline construction timetable and for the ministries of transport and defense to establish oil tanker shipping routes to Perevoznaya Bay.

Last fall, Russian environmentalists began collecting signatures on petitions and writing letters of protest to

President Putin and to Transneft, which plans to get the oil here by building the pipeline through one nature

preserve and along the southern border of a second preserve.

"If the pipeline is to be built in this area, a tremendous part of the tiny leopard and tiger habitat will be cut

off," Dimitri G. Pikunov, a Russian biologist, said one recent afternoon as he drove through Barsovy Wildlife

Refuge, which would be bisected by the pipeline. Noting that the Siberian tiger has other strongholds in the

maritime region, he added: "If a port is built near this reserve, no animals will stay. And this area represents the

leopard's last stand."

Anatoly Lebedev, a Vladivostok environmentalist leading the opposition campaign, said: "It is obviously a crazy idea to kill all the recreational industry in the district, which offers generally cheap and accessible recreation on the sea coast for millions of Far Easterners and Siberians."

Anton Semenov, another environmentalist in Vladivostok, said he was worried that the bay's "strong currents would carry oil from any spills far and wide."

The oil terminal project also presents a test between Japan's energy anxieties and its environmental concerns.

Representatives of Japan's development bank have participated closely in negotiating possible financing for

the project.

Conceivably, this Japanese bank could finance up to 80 percent of the project, which would make it the largest

loan in the bank's history. From an original price tag of  $6 billion, costs have ballooned over the last two years,

inflated by rising steel prices and the technical challenge of building across soils affected by differing conditions

of permafrost.

Although Japanese studies say there will be enough oil found near the pipeline route to fill the pipeline,

skeptics say the line could be a 21st-century Trans-Siberian Railway - a wonderful exercise in nation

building that has never made a profit.

Initially, the pipeline was to be far shorter, going to Skovorodino, a Siberian town 37 miles north of the Chinese

border, and then angling south into northern China. A later version, had the pipeline forking at Skovorodino, with one third of the oil going to China, and two thirds going to Vostochny, and the open market.

But Japan overpowered China in the bidding, although, to appease China, Russia has promised to increase its annual oil shipments to China by rail to 300,000 barrels a day next year.

China is the world's fastest-rising major oil consumer. By 2020, China's oil imports are to be double the 2004 level.

By 2030, China may have more cars than the United States. But China would not match Japan's financing power, and Russia feared falling captive to one buyer.

Moving aggressively, Japan offered $7 billion in soft loans for construction of the line and billions more to help

Japanese oil companies find and develop oil in Eastern Siberia.

Tokyo lobbied heavily to get the entire pipeline to the Sea of Japan - 1.6 million barrels a day. Although oil supply

guarantees have not been worked out, Japan, with its seaports only 275 miles to the southeast of Vladivostok, is

expected to be the primary buyer. But much of the oil is expected to go on the open market, available for shipment

to South Korea, China or even the United States.

"The Nakhodka route is undoubtedly a win-win not just for Russia, Japan, South Korea, and China, but also the United States," Helen Teplitskaia, president of the American-Russian Chamber of Commerce and Industry, wrote in an e-mail message. "New sources of oil, and should the idea of a parallel pipeline materialize, gas as well, will

diversify the energy supply and ease dependence on the volatile Mideastern sources."

With Transneft keeping quiet about its decision to make Perevoznaya the terminus, many outsiders still believe that

the planned route follows the Trans-Siberian Railroad to Nakhodka-Vostochny.

But Japanese and American environmentalists are preparing to campaign to pressure the Japan Bank for International Cooperation to condition its loans on a Nakhodka terminus.

"Although we understand the pipeline construction is of great importance to the energy security of Japan, Friends

of the Earth Japan believes that J.B.I.C. is not right if they start spending public money without looking at the

environmental concerns, such as the possible threat to the survival of Amur leopards," Eiichiro Y. Noguchi, Russia

program director for Friends of the Earth Japan, said in Tokyo.

With a major environmental battle looming, the Japanese development bank is stepping cautiously.

"If J.B.I.C. considers the possibility of financing this project, we have to review, not only in terms of the

financial aspect, but of the environmental point of view," Yoshimi Tamura, spokeswoman for the Japanese development bank, said in Tokyo.

[American and European participation in pipeline construction contracts may be welcome, Victor Khristenko,

the industry and energy minister of Russia, hinted last Friday at a news conference in Moscow. Speaking as Japan's

visiting foreign minister, Nobutaka Machimura, listened, the Russian said, "Russia counts on getting loans that

won't be linked to the purchase of Japanese equipment or technology."]

In interviews in 2004, Sergei Darkin, governor of the Pacific Maritime region, was a determined backer of

building the oil pipeline terminal and refinery in Perevoznaya. Mr. Darkin's local opponents, including Mayor

Viktor S. Gnezdilov of Nakhodka, have accused Mr. Darkin of having financial interests in the Perevoznaya area. The governor has denied the accusation.

It is unclear why Mr. Darkin has been able to persuade the Moscow-based pipeline company to shift the terminal to an area that he prefers.

President Putin, who now has power to virtually hire and fire regional governors at will, is known to have chilly

relations with Mr. Darkin. If Russian and international outcry becomes too strong, he could veto the plan to bring

oil tankers into Perevoznaya Bay, part of the larger Peter the Great Bay, amid fears of threats to three nature

reserves, the region's main beach resorts, and new fish farms for scallops and sea cucumbers.

Two years ago, local environmentalists succeeded in halting a plan to open a coal mine in the middle of the Barsovy Refuge, the core habitat of the endangered leopards.

"People are not trying to eliminate the pipeline – they realize it would be the lifeline of the economy," said Dale

G. Miquelle, an American biologist here for the Wildlife Conservation Society of New York. "Nobody is saying, 'Don't do it.' They are just saying, 'Do it in the most sensible
way.' "

____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
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Bahrain

Wildlife park in marathon invite

ORGANISERS of Al Areen Wildlife Park and Reserve Marathon are urging citizens and residents to take part in the event. The 10-kilometre marathon is being organised by the Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife at the park's premises in Sakhir on Friday.

The event, held under the patronage of the commission head Shaikh Abdulla bin Hamad Al Khalifa, will be open at 3pm to the public as well as runners affiliated to the Bahrain Athletics Association.

"This is the perfect opportunity for marathon enthusiasts to take part in a event held at the park, which offers a unique backdrop for the race," said organising committee member Mustafa Fulad.

He said the race was being held to highlight the importance of protecting the environment, particularly wildlife.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=102572&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=27310
UAE

Civic body organises awareness camp

With the aim to instill correct environmental practices and concepts into students, the 10th annual camp was organised by Dubai Municipality from January 14 to 18. 

Khalid Mohammed Sharif, Assistant Director of Public Health, said that the camp — organised in cooperation with other government and private entities — is also meant for encouraging students to benefit from their free time by providing voluntary environmental services to the community.

The programme of the camp included lectures and field visits, he said, adding that the department takes part in different activities stressing its role for spreading environmental and health awareness among the different segments of society including, women, children and students, besides the municipality's staff, he added

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2005/january/theuae_january637.xml

Techniques on management of waste discussed

The waste management techniques adopted by the Sharjah Municipality were among the issues highlighted during the International Conference on Landfill Site Remediation, held at the American University of Sharjah campus. 

In an interview with Khaleej Times, Eng. Yahya R. Al Balushi, Head of the Environmental Protection Section at Sharjah Municipality, said the conference focused on the ongoing remediation project in Sharjah.

“The total volume of this project is around 4.8 million cubic metres and is estimated to be completed within a 20 month time period,” he said.

The Solid Waste Management Committee in Sharjah has already carried out extensive preliminary studies and researches on the project, he pointed out.

“The conference contributed to bringing together leading international and local experts to discuss and present all aspects right from general principles to real time projects in a highly complicated and advanced process of remediating landfill sites,” he said.

Among the local government bodies that participated in the event were Environmental and Protected Areas Authority, Environmental Protection Section, Sharjah Municipality, University of Sharjah as well as the members of Solid Waste Management Committee of Sharjah who were led by Director-General of Sharjah Municipality Ahmed Fikri, he said.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2005/january/theuae_january636.xml
Jordan

Local resource demand threatens forest ecosystem

The once thick forest near the village of Um Al Amad is today a shadow of its former self. Overgrazing and local resource demands have torn away at the forests' fragile ecosystem leaving it thin and barren. 

Local landowner Ghazi Saudi complains that not enough is being done to protect the forest from the constant threat of overgrazing. 

“During the last 15 years, the trees have gone,” he said. “It used to be so thick you couldn't even walk through it.” 

According to Saudi, the forest has thinned out and now contains only half the amount of trees per square kilometre as before. 

Jordan currently has less than one per cent of forestland and it is illegal by law to graze in the 1.32 million dunums of public forests remaining. 

“We are trying to minimise pressure on the forests and badia area... People are unfortunately not dealing with forests in a friendly way,” commented Musa Abbadi, assistant secretary in the Department of Forestry at the Ministry of Agriculture. 

http://www.jordantimes.com/Thu/homenews/homenews2.htm
Oman

Coveted prize for Ibri district

THE Dhahirah region district of Ibri has won the coveted 'His Majesty the Sultan's Cup' in the 20th 'Municipalities, Environment and Water Resources Month' competition held in October last year, relegating more than 40 other wilayats to the background. Besides the cup, it will also receive a cash prize. 

The second, third, fourth and firth places were taken by Nizwa, Liwa, Barka and Buraimi wilayats, respectively. Sixteen wilayats or districts from the different regions had entered the final round of the keenly contested competition. Wilayats that won the Ministry's Cups and cash prizes were: first position — Dima Wal Taieen; second — Al Hamra; third — Al Qabil; fourth — Madha, and fifth — Diba. Districts winning the Ministry's Shields and cash prizes were Musannah, Sur, Al Khabourah, Ja'alan bani bu Hassan, Mahut and Haima. The remaining wilayats that entered the final round will receive cash prizes.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=middleeast&xfile=data/middleeast/2005/january/middleeast_january651.xml
Yemen

Yemen to participate in world conference on disasters

Yemen will take part from January 18-22 in the Disaster Reduction Conference which will be held by the United Nations in the Japanese city of Kobe, the Saba News Agency reported Thursday.
The conference will be aimed at bringing an end to world disasters in the 21st century.

General Director of Emergencies in the Ministry of Water & Environment Abdul-Khaleq Al-Ghabiri said Yemen has a report to bring it to the conference on Yemen's readiness for potential natural disasters. 
Al-Ghabiri said that the tsunami which devastated the shores of the Indian Ocean has attached an exceptional significance to the conference and that a key topic of the conference would be that historical disaster.

The conference will discuss over five days the Yokohama Strategy for mitigation of the impact of disasters and the development of early warning systems.

http://www.yobserver.com/news/article_3587.html
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UN or UNEP in the news

Tsunami Damage to Indonesia Environment $675 Million
Reuters, SWEDEN / ASIA: January 24, 2005  - OSLO - The Indian Ocean tsunami caused $675 million in damage to Indonesia's environment by battering coral reefs and mangroves and washing away farm land, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) said on Friday.
The figure is a first full estimate of economic losses to the environment for any country hit by the Dec. 26 tsunami, UNEP spokesman Nick Nuttall said. A wider UNEP report will be issued next month at UNEP headquarters in Nairobi.
http://www.planetark.com/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/29167/story.htm 


Tsunami's damage to Indonesia's environment pegged at $675 million, UN agency reports
Scoop.co.nz (press release), New Zealand, Monday, 24 January 2005 - Beyond the horrific loss of human life, the recent Indian Ocean tsunami extensively damaged Indonesia's coastal environment, causing $675 million in losses to natural habitats and important ecosystem functions, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) reported today.
http://www.scoop.co.nz/mason/stories/WO0501/S00235.htm 

Tsunami damage to environment put at 675 million dollars in Indonesia
AFP via Yahoo! -  1/21/2005 http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&cid=1539&ncid=1539&e=18&u=/afp/20050121/sc_afp/asiaquakeundisaster_050121153744 

UN calculates tsunami's massive environmental cost

ABC Online (Australia), 21 January 2005 - The United Nations Environment Program estimates that damage to Indonesia's environment from Asia's tsunami disaster would amount to $A883 million.

"These latest findings show that the consequences for the environment are even more alarming than previously feared," Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the UN body, said.
"They also reveal the increased vulnerability to disasters."
http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/200501/s1286713.htm 

Asian Tsunami Inflicts Severe Damage on Indonesia’s Environment 
Laksamana, Indonesia – 23 January 2005 – Beyond the horrific loss of human life, the earthquake and resulting tsunami of 26 December 2004 had enormous impacts on Indonesia’s coastal environment, causing damage and loss to natural habitats and important ecosystem functions.
… Commenting on the report, Klaus Toepfer, UNEP’s Executive Director, said, “These latest findings from just one of the affected countries show that there have been significant consequences for the environment and for the livelihoods of local people as a result of the tsunami. They underline how the environment can be both a victim and both a buffer against vulnerability to natural and man-made disasters”.
http://www.laksamana.net/vnews.cfm?ncat=33&news_id=7862 


Rebel tension threatens Aceh recovery
The Age (subscription), Australia - Jan 22, 2005 - Growing tensions between the Indonesian military and rebels in tsunami-ravaged Aceh province clouded prospects for recovery as aid workers began to switch their focus from relief to rebuilding
… As well as human loss, the tsunami caused $US675 million ($A890 million) in damage to Indonesia's environment by battering coral reefs and mangroves and washing away farm land, the UN Environment Program (UNEP) said.
"Beyond the horrific loss of human life, the earthquake and resulting tsunami ... had enormous impacts on Indonesia's coastal environment, causing damage and loss to natural habitats and important ecosystem functions," UNEP said in a statement.
http://www.theage.com.au/news/Asia-tsunami/Rebel-tension-threatens-Aceh-recovery/2005/01/22/1106334256278.html?oneclick=true 

Tensions threaten Aceh recovery
From correspondents in Banda Aceh, Indonesia
Melbourne Herald Sun, Australia – 22 Jan 05 - http://www.heraldsun.news.com.au/common/story_page/0,5478,12016455%255E1702,00.html

Tsunami damage to Indonesia environment 675 mln dollars
Deepika, India - Jan 22, 2005 - OSLO, Jan 21 (Reuters) The Indian Ocean tsunami caused 675 million dollars in damage to Indonesia's environment by battering coral reefs and mangroves and washing away farm land, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) said today.
http://www.deepikaglobal.com/archives/ENG4_sub.asp?newsdate=01/22/2005&ccode=ENG4&hcode=89893 


Need action on brown haze’
Delhi Newsline, India, Express News Service - New Delhi, January 21: From the previously-unheard-of snowfall in Dubai to the delay in western disturbances, and from the rescheduling of flights and trains to the creation of dense fog and smog, all these phenomenon are being attributed to the Atmospheric Brown Cloud, according to Dr R.B. Singh, secretary general of the National Association of Geographers and faculty in the Department of Geography, Delhi School of Economics.
…Dr Singh has attributed the thick layer of haze hovering over the Asian region prevalent in the dry season between December and April—the Atmospheric Brown Cloud—to biomass burning and subsequent gaseous pollution through fossil fuel combustion. These contribute to particulate (aerosol) pollution, he said, pointing out that earlier, even the United Nations Environment Programme had signalled its apprehensions in this context, in 2002. http://cities.expressindia.com/fullstory.php?newsid=114831 

Tsunami's damage to Indonesia's environment pegged at $675 million, UN agency reports
UN News Centre - 21 January 2005 – Beyond the horrific loss of human life, the recent Indian Ocean tsunami extensively damaged Indonesia's coastal environment, causing $675 million in losses to natural habitats and important ecosystem functions, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) reported today.
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=13098&Cr=tsunami&Cr1= 


UNEP calls for greater integration of environmental issues in disaster preparation and response
MCOT (Thailand), Thu, 20 Jan, KOBE, Jan 20 (TNA) - Environmental issues must be at the centre of all development activities, as an integral part of disaster reduction plans, the head of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) said today.

http://etna.mcot.net/query.php?nid=34981 

World tourism industry expected to rebound fast 
 Viet Nam News Agency, Vietnam - Jan 20, 2005- Washington (VNA) - The tourism industry in the Indian Ocean coastal areas is likely to make a strong and faster-than-expected comeback, a representative of the World Tourism Organisation said on Wednesday at an international tourism conference in Lisbon, Portugal.
… The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) has also appealed to the international community to assist in cleaning up the environment in these countries.
http://www.vnagency.com.vn/NewsA.asp?LANGUAGE_ID=2&CATEGORY_ID=34&NEWS_ID=136179 



UN Launches Plans For Global Early Warning System on Natural Disasters 
Laksamana.net, Indonesia - 19 January 2005 – The United Nations today launched comprehensive plans for a global early warning system to reduce the deadly toll of natural hazards, combining speedy transmission of data with training of populations at risk in a strategy that experts say could have saved scores of thousands of lives in the recent Indian Ocean tsunami.
…“It is increasingly clear that we need a multi-hazard early warning system that should represent a new way of thinking and ensures that environmental stability factors based on local wisdom and knowledge are built into disaster plans,” UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said.
http://www.laksamana.net/vnews.cfm?ncat=1&news_id=7851 

UN Agencies look to longer-term rehabilitation after Indian Ocean tsunami
Laksamana.net, Indonesia - 19 January 2005 – With emergency relief now reaching nearly all affected communities in the Indonesian province of Aceh, the area most ravaged by last month’s Indian Ocean tsunami, United Nations agencies are looking to mitigate the longer term impact of a disaster that killed at least 165,000 in a dozen countries and deprived up to 5 million more of basic services.
…Addressing the ecological impact of the disaster, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) said environmental issues must be at the centre of all development activity. 
“Beyond the immediate concerns of threat to human health and livelihoods, there is increasing evidence of serious impacts on the natural environment, such as damage to coral reefs and protective forests in a number of countries,” UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer told the told the World Conference on Disaster Reduction (WCDR) in Kobe, Japan.
http://www.laksamana.net/vnews.cfm?ncat=1&news_id=7851 
 
General Environment News

Tanker Spills Oil After Hitting Vietnam River Pier
Reuters, VIETNAM: January 24, 2005 - HANOI - An oil tanker leaked thousands of tonnes of diesel oil into a river in Vietnam's rice basket Mekong Delta region but damage from the spill seemed limited after the remaining oil was transferred to other ships, state media said on Saturday.
http://www.planetark.com/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/29173/story.htm 

HK, South China Air Quality Won't Improve Till 2007
Reuters, CHINA: January 24, 2005 - HONG KONG - Hong Kong and southern China will have to wait until 2007 to see some relief from choking air pollution, Hong Kong's environment minister said on Friday.
Hong Kong and much of China's southern Guangdong province are shrouded in smog many days of the year, and clear blue skies are increasingly rare. 
"These two years will be the worst," Sarah Liao, Minister for the Environment, Transport and Works, told legislators. 

http://www.planetark.com/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/29166/story.htm 


Floods keep thousands stranded in regions
The Jakarta Post, Medan/Palembang/Jakarta National News - January 23, 2005 - While flooding has receded in Jakarta and allowed people whose houses were inundated to return home, thousands of people in the regions were still displaced due to floods as of Saturday.
….In Jakarta, thousands of people in the capital returned home on Saturday as floods, which hit the capital on Wednesday and Thursday, began subsiding in most parts of the city. 
…The Meteorology and Geophysics Agency (BMG) has urged Jakarta residents to stay alert for more floods because heavy rain is forecast for January and February in Jakarta and its upper water catchments of Puncak, Bogor, and Depok. 
http://www.thejakartapost.com/yesterdaydetail.asp?fileid=20050123.@02 

***************************************

UNEP China Office’s input to ROAP media update – 24 January 2004

General Environment News

Disaster forecasting system to be upgraded

China Daily 2005-01-22

An early warning system for weather disasters, a key part of China's meteorological strategic research programme, will be ambitiously upgraded this year. The system includes six major efforts: in calamity monitoring, forecasting, early warning, information processing, public broadcasting, disaster assessment, emergency response and decision-making, officials said. Based on overall assessments of calamities, the China Meteorological Administration (CMA) and its agencies throughout the country will help local authorities to work out precautionary schemes to fight extreme weather conditions and mitigate possible damage caused. 

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2005-01/22/content_2494561.htm
Power shortage causes blackouts nationwide

Xinhuanet 2005-01-22

Twenty-one Chinese provincial power grids have been obliged to impose blackouts since this January as a result of the surging demand for power caused by the cold winter and rapid economic growth, the State Grid Corporation said Friday.  …China's consumption of electric power is forecast to reach 2, 425 billion kwh in 2005, and power shortage will stay above 20 million kilowatts in summer. 

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2005-01/22/content_2494515.htm
____________________________________________________________________________________________

IPS

POLITICS: Race for Next U.N. Chief Sparks Lively Debate 

Thalif Deen 

Almost 23 months before a new secretary-general takes office at the United Nations, there is already a vibrant debate on who should succeed incumbent Kofi Annan when he completes his second five-year term in Dec. 2006. 

UNITED NATIONS, Jan 20 (IPS) - "The selection of the secretary-general is always important -- as much for what the selection process says about the state of multilateralism and how major powers see the potential for the United Nations, as for who ends up getting selected," says Phyllis Bennis, a fellow at the Institute for Policy Studies. 

Don Kraus, executive director of the Campaign for U.N. Reform, told IPS that the United States, like any permanent member of the U.N. Security Council, "should be more concerned about ensuring that whoever follows in the footsteps of the current secretary-general is able to command the trust and respect that this position requires." 

"The real politicking for the post will not begin until the end of 2005," says Hillel Neuer of the Geneva-based U.N. Watch, "but the U.S. voice will certainly be significant." 

So far, there are two declared candidates for the job -- both with strong backing from their respective governments: Thai Foreign Minister Surakiat Sathirathai, who is relatively unknown and untested, and former U.N. Under-Secretary-General for Disarmament Affairs Jayantha Dhanapala of Sri Lanka, who has worked the U.N. system for over 10 years. 

Since Asia hasn't had a secretary-general for nearly 34 years, since Burma's U. Thant, Asian countries believe that one of their own should be elected as chief administrative officer of the world body when the final decision is made next year. 

The post was previously held by Trygve Lie of Norway (1946-1953); Dag Hammarskjold of Sweden (1953-1961); U. Thant of Burma (1961-1971); Kurt Waldheim of Austria (1972-1981); Javier Perez de Cuellar of Peru (1982-1991); and Boutros Boutros-Ghali of Egypt (1992-1996). Annan, who is from Ghana, has been serving as U.N. chief since Jan. 1997. 

Asked whether geography or competency should play a role in the selection of a secretary-general, Neuer told IPS: "Good candidates from any geographical group should be considered on their merits. The secretary-general's job is simply too important for the world to slavishly defer to a rigid rotational system." 

But Bennis says she has her reservations on the issue of geography versus competency. "The notion that 'the best man or woman' should get the job, ignoring regional considerations, is an ideal, but one unlikely to be reflected in the real world," she told IPS. 

The secretary-general has an enormous set of conflicting tasks, the most important of which is to shape the U.N.'s role in challenging the threats of war, often by the most powerful countries, including the United States, she added. 

Given the disparities of power and interest in the organisation, the willingness to make opposition to such war threats the centerpiece of U.N. policy should be the most important criteria for the secretary-general, wherever she or he may come from. 

"But given the realities of that same power, finding that individual may be difficult, but getting her or him approved by the United States and its veto-wielding allies is likely to be virtually impossible," said Bennis, author of 'Calling the Shots: How Washington Dominates Today's U.N.' 

The debate over the next secretary-general also comes at a time when the United Nations is at a crossroad -- perhaps its "moment of truth" -- facing charges of waste and mismanagement over the U.N.'s oil-for-food programme in Iraq and over its failure to resolve some of the ongoing crises in Africa. 

"We face a paradox," says Neuer, "because never before has the United Nations been more needed. We have genocide in Sudan, upcoming elections in Iraq, the global terror threat of Al Qaida bombs and Hezbollah satellite TV, yet never before has the United Nations seemed more irrelevant." 

"We had the failure to condemn Sudan at the U.N. Commission on Human Rights in April, and then again last month at the General Assembly -- and all of this during the 10th anniversary of the U.N.s failure to intervene in the Rwanda genocide. The oil-for-food scandal that continues to burn. And so on," he pointed out. 

Meanwhile, the United Nations is also debating a key report on U.N. reform -- prepared by a high-level panel of experts -- on how best to restructure the world body to meet the needs of the 21st century. 

"So the next U.N. secretary-general will inherit monumental challenges, and it's a tall order, indeed. What the world needs is a secretary-general with experience who can command global respect. Most importantly, he or she must be of great stature and moral character, willing and able to show leadership in navigating the decade ahead. A person with vision," Neuer said. 

Neuer said the Bush administration will examine the person and also, especially as both candidates are closely tied to their capitals, the sponsoring country. 

One U.S. official, he pointed out, has already been quoted as saying there was no way Washington would support Surakiat because Thailand is perceived as "a Chinese stooge". 

Though Thailand did send troops to Afghanistan and Iraq, the Thais made a point of disassociating themselves from Washington, asserting that the troops were being sent strictly under a U.N. mandate and for humanitarian assistance, he added. 

Kraus said that it is vital for the United States to support Annan in his attempts to pursue the reform agenda and move into the 21st century. 

"Without the necessary structural changes required, the United Nations will not be able to meet the security needs of its members, regardless of who is selected as the next secretary-general," he warned. 

The next U.N. chief, he said, must continue a process that addresses global poverty, rampant terrorism and growing nuclear proliferation. 

Bennis noted that it is a well-documented fact that every U.S. administration has played a major role in imposing the candidate of its choice on the United Nations. She pointed out that the first Bush administration supported Boutros-Ghali, believing that the close U.S. ties to Egypt would insure a malleable secretary-general. 

Several years later, when U.S. ambassador to the United Nations Madeleine Albright was lobbying to become secretary of state in (U.S. President Bill) Clinton's second term, she launched a hardball campaign against the prickly Boutros-Ghali -- who had, it should be noted, carried out virtually every "reform" demanded by Washington despite his tendency to talk back while doing so, Bennis said. 

Annan was anointed by the White House, and became secretary-general with the fear of many that he would be Washington's man. 

"As it turned out, his tenure turned out to be more independent than many expected -- somewhat the opposite from Boutros-Ghali. Annan was courtly and diplomatic with his and the U.N.'s worst enemies on Capitol Hill even while challenging much of their unilateralist tendencies," Bennis added. 

Neuer said that if it is Asia's turn for the next secretary-general it should perhaps consider gender-equality as well: "Why not choose (Burma's 1991) Nobel laureate Aung San Suu Kyi?" (who has been under virtual house arrest under the Burmese military regime). 

"Whatever she lacks in experience is more than compensated by her moral courage. Repressive Myanmar (Burma) would never sponsor Aung San Suu Kyi, but what is to stop a neighbouring state from doing so? We need to start thinking out of the box," Neuer added. (END/2005)

____________________________________________________________________________________________
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UN team assesses losses caused by floods in Costa Rica
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• 
Businesses failing in policies to tackle AIDS threat – UN-backed report
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Top UN human rights official to visit war-torn Nepal

• 
General Assembly extends judges' terms at UN war crimes tribunal for former Yugoslavia

UN disaster reduction conference spotlights pre-empting silent killers like hunger 

20 January - With hunger and related diseases claiming as many lives each week as the devastating Indian Ocean tsunami – more than 165,000 at latest count – the United Nations World Conference on Disaster Reduction (WCDR) today shone the spotlight on the silent killers, whose terrible toll can be slashed by emergency preparedness. 

Much of the attention at the five-day conference in Kobe, Japan, has so far been directed at plans to create a global early warning system of natural hazards ranging from droughts, wildfires and floods through typhoons, hurricanes and landslides to volcanic eruptions and tsunamis, based on tremor and tidal gauges, fast data transfer and alarm mechanisms and training in the danger zones. 

But today, it was the turn of the more insidious daily killers to top the agenda, with hunger or related diseases claiming nine times as many lives as war or natural disaster. 

“Let me issue one word of warning,” UN World Food Programme (WFP) Executive Director James T. Morris told the conference’s 4,000 delegates from 150 countries. “The chronic hunger and malnutrition that afflicts 300 million children worldwide does not create the dramatic media coverage of a tsunami, but it causes far greater suffering. We cannot afford to lose sight of that fact. This too is an emergency.” 

Mr. Morris stressed that WFP had made disaster risk reduction and emergency preparedness two of its corporate priorities, and that it played a key role in developing the new early warning tool, HEWSweb – the Humanitarian Early Warning Service that brings together on one web platform the vast amount of data available from technical institutions on each type of natural hazard. 

“The Asian tsunami crisis could not have provided us with a more graphic illustration of the importance of emergency preparedness and early warning,” he said, noting that the number of natural disasters is rising, with about one-third of WFP’s 100 million beneficiaries now affected by natural hazards. 

“The Asian tsunami shocked the world and massive relief efforts are underway for the survivors. The challenge we now face is to keep the momentum going for millions of other people around the globe whose lives are also stalked by hunger and poverty, but whose faces are rarely in the spotlight,” he added. 

WFP is working around the clock to deliver emergency food relief for up to 2 million people affected by the tsunami in Indonesia, Sri Lanka, the Maldives, Myanmar and Somalia. More than 1 million of the most critically-affected people received food rations within 20 days of the tsunami. 

While the massive destruction caused by the earthquake and subsequent tsunami on 26 December was not foreseen, it is certain that millions of people around the globe will be hit by disaster some time in the next five or 10 years, Mr. Morris said. Women and children will bear the brunt of the impact. Floods will again wash away much of Bangladesh. Hurricanes will no doubt sweep through Central America and the Caribbean. Drought is sure to parch the Horn of Africa. 

Hence the need for emergency preparedness. 

Meanwhile, the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) has launched a new inter-agency initiative aimed at minimizing loss of life and reducing damage caused by floods, headquartered at a planned Centre for Water Hazard and Risk Management (CHARM) in Tsukuba, Japan. 

“This new initiative is set to integrate the scientific, operational, educational and public awareness raising aspects of flood management, including the social response and communication dimensions of flooding and related disaster preparedness,” UNESCO Director-General Koïchiro Matsuura told the Conference. 

The initiative is a response to the increasing number of water related disasters, deaths and widespread damage. Since 1992, the yearly number of water-related disasters has risen to more than 150 from slightly over 50. They claim about 25,000 lives and affect over 500 million others annually, and cost the world economy more than $60 billion, up from about $10 billion in 1950. And this does not include the cost of damage to cultural assets and natural resources. 

Heavy rains hamper UN tsunami relief in temporary camps in Indonesia 

20 January - Even as relief distribution improves in Indonesia, the region most ravaged by last month's Indian Ocean tsunami, a particularly heavy rainy season is worsening conditions in temporary settlements and hampering the delivery of supplies, especially by road, the United Nations reported today. 

The world body, which is coordinating the massive global response to the disaster which left at least 165,000 people dead, more than half a million more injured and up to 5 million others in need of basic services and at risk of deadly epidemics in a dozen Indian Ocean countries, said many of the health care facilities north of Meulaboh, a particularly hard-hit area, were not functioning. 

Because of intensified concern over sanitation conditions for displaced persons in the area, soap and hygiene kits are now being distributed along with food, while four water-processing units have arrived in Meulaboh, in Aceh province, to provide clean water to hospitals and settlements. 

Meanwhile, mental health experts from the World Health Organization (WHO) fear that psychological trauma among the tsunami victims is more widespread than initially believed and the agency has begun to coordinate the appropriate training of community workers. 

The UN Human Settlements Programme (UN-HABITAT) has launched a finance facility to accumulate funds for long-term reconstruction efforts in the affected countries. 

For its part the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) is distributing some 5,000 prayer shawls to Acehnese women affected by the tsunami for tomorrow's Muslim holy day of Eid Al-Adha. 

The UN Development Programme (UNDP) had scaled up its plans to hire locals in Aceh to remove debris while creating employment opportunities for up to 3,000 people, from an initial 300, over the next six months. The agency has also provided 17 units of heavy equipment and 60 crew members to clear debris and bodies from the worst-hit areas. 

Since the tsunami struck in Indonesia on 26 December, the UN World Food Programme (WFP) has delivered over 4,000 tons of food to 330,000 people in Banda Aceh, the provincial capital. It has also provided eight tons of medical supplies while the Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) has distributed information on the disease in emergency settings and the UN Population Fund (UNFPA) has delivered over 600 reproductive health kits. 

UN encouraged by new Palestinian move to end Gaza violence 

20 January - The latest developments in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict with the deployment of Palestinian security forces in northern Gaza are "very encouraging," a United Nations spokesman said today, after days of concern that a fresh upsurge of violence could abort renewed hopes for progress. 

"We encourage both (sides) to continue on that path," Stephane Dujarric said in response to a question at the daily briefing in New York of the Palestinian move to end militant attacks from Gaza against Israelis. 

Earlier this week, Secretary-General Kofi Annan had expressed alarm over an attack by militants that killed six Israelis at the Gaza border less than a week after the election of new Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas had kindled hopes for a fresh start. 

Just hours before that attack the UN Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs, Kieran Prendergast, told the Security Council there was "a palpable sense of expectation of real, substantial and sustainable change in the region" after the election of Mr. Abbas, who has called for an end to attacks on Israel. 

With tensions high between Israel and Lebanon, Annan recommends renewal of UN force mandate 

20 January - Recommending a six-month extension of the United Nations peace-monitoring force's mandate in the so-called Blue Line between Israel and Lebanon, Secretary-General Kofi Annan says two incidents in January decisively shattered a period of relative calm over the past six months. 

"In the light of conditions prevailing in the area, I recommend that the Security Council extend the mandate of UNIFIL (UN Interim Force in Lebanon) until 31 July 2005," he says in his periodic report to the UN Security Council. 

While fewer violent incidents took place during the latest reporting period -between late July 2004 and late January 2005 - than during the previous reporting period, "tensions between the parties did not at any point appreciably diminish. Hostile rhetoric remained the norm and stability continued to be threatened" by grave events on 9 and 17 January, by rogue acts and air incursions from both sides, he says. 

On 9 January a Hizbollah explosive device was blown up as an Israeli Defence Force was patrolling an area 1 kilometre south of the Blue Line in the Shab'a farms, an area which the Lebanese Government considers disputed despite Security Council resolutions to the contrary. One IDF soldier was killed and three others wounded. Israel retaliated, killing a French UN military observer and wounding his Swedish colleague, Mr. Annan says. 

Another Hizbollah roadside device exploded on the Israeli side of the Blue Line on 17 January, damaging an IDF vehicle. The IDF responded, wounding two Lebanese civilians, he says. 

Rockets, fired towards Israel presumably by Palestinian militants, were detected on 9 and 28 October and on 15 November, while Israeli air incursions continued throughout the six-month reporting period from 21 July 2004 to 20 January 2005, he says. 

UNIFIL was established in 1978 to confirm Israel's withdrawal from Lebanon, restore peace and help the Lebanese Government restore its authority over the area. 

"In both private and public forums, Israel and Lebanon have declared their desire to avoid confrontation. At times their actions have clearly supported those intentions. I encourage the parties to live up to those stated aspirations and to do their utmost to adhere to a course favouring peace and security," Mr. Annan says. 

He also called on UN Member States to pay the arrears for the mission, an amount totalling $47.1 million. 

UN's Georgia mission vital for maintaining peace, Annan says in seeking extension 

20 January - With dialogue in the Georgian-Abkhaz conflict frozen for much of last year, the United Nations mission there remains vital in preventing a flare-up of the hostilities between Government and separatist forces which uprooted nearly 300,000 refugees over a decade ago, Secretary-General Kofi Annan says in his latest report. 

"Maintenance of stability and resumption of dialogue between the parties remain key to achieving progress towards a settlement," Mr. Annan states in the report, recommending a further six-month extension of the mandate of the 10-year-old UN Observer Mission in Georgia (UNOMIG) until 31 July 2005. 

"I remain convinced that UNOMIG continues to play a key role in preventing instability on the ground and in promoting a political settlement of the conflict," he says, stressing the need to reach a lasting and comprehensive solution based on addressing the core issue of the political status of Abkhazia within the State of Georgia. 

The Abkhaz side has for the past several years refused to receive a paper on distributing "competences" between the two parties, invoking its unilateral "declaration of independence" of 1999. 

Mr. Annan notes that tensions in the conflict zone and disputes over October's self-styled presidential elections in Abkhazia, which led to a new poll being scheduled, brought all contacts to a halt by mid-year, until the Abkhaz side resumed participation last month in the quadripartite meetings and the joint fact-finding group. 

UNOMIG, which consists of 130 uniformed personnel, including 119 military observers and 11 civilian police supported by 103 international civilian personnel and 184 local civilian staff, was established in 1994 after an accord reached in Moscow ended the fighting. 

Mr. Annan notes that during the past six months the mission continued to conduct regular patrolling on the security zone and the restricted weapons zone on both sides of the ceasefire line. 

As in his previous reports he also notes that the security of UNOMIG personnel remains a major concern and he urges both sides to "identify and bring to justice the perpetrators of criminal acts" against the mission, such as the downing of a UNOMIG helicopter in the Kodori valley in 2001, in which nine people were killed, and the attack on a UNOMIG bus in Sukhumi in Abkhazia in 1998 in which four people were injured. 

Five experts named to monitor Security Council sanctions against Liberia 

20 January - United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today appointed five experts to monitor sanctions against Liberia's timber and diamond industries, as well as the arms embargo against the West African country following its 14-year civil war, and to advise on socio-economic and humanitarian issues. 

In a letter to the Security Council, he said the five were Arthur Blundell of Canada, Damien Callamand of France, Caspar Fithen of the United Kingdom, Tommy Garnett of Sierra Leone and Rajiva Bhushan Sinha of India. 

Four of them previously served on the Council's Liberia sanctions panel. Mr. Blundell is a timber expert, Mr. Callamand has been a police captain, Mr. Fithen is a conflict diamonds trade analyst and anthropologist and Mr. Garnett is an environmentalist. 

In its most recent report to the Security Council last month, the Panel of Experts said instead of spending its funds on health care, education, roads and safe water, the National Transitional Government (NTGL) appropriated 52 per cent of the annual budget for personnel and 15 per cent for security, even though the UN's peacekeeping mission in Liberia, UNMIL, currently bears the major responsibility for security. 

Meanwhile, the Government had not accounted for the money allocated in the previous two budgets, but has overspent its funds, while "most of the revenue-generating parastatals or units have not been audited" and many teachers had not been paid for up to 24 months. 

The Panel said the Government was willing to satisfy the requirements of the Kimberley Process certification that would authenticate local rough diamonds and allow them to be sold internationally, but lacked the finances and trained personnel to stop illegal mining. 

UN team assesses losses caused by floods in Costa Rica 

20 January - A United Nations team is making a two-day field visit to the area of Costa Rica most affected by the floods earlier this month that killed four people and displaced 6,000 others, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said today. 

Representatives of the World Health Organization (WHO), through its bureau for the Americas, the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), the UN Development Programme (UNDP) and the UN Children's Fund (UNICEF) were visiting the worst-hit town of Talamanca, where 1,907 of its 29,300 population were still living in 19 shelters, OCHA said. 

Heavy rains started on 7 January and the Costa Rican Government declared a national emergency on 11 January. The National Emergency Commission said 2,143 internally displaced persons (IDPs) were still in temporary shelters, OCHA said. 

In addition, hospitals and clinics, sewage systems and aqueducts were damaged and wells were contaminated, it said. 

The UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) would make an assessment of the damage to agriculture and the country's needs in that sector next month, OCHA said. 

Experts at UN to look at evolving role of microfinance in reducing poverty 

20 January - With the United Nations International Year of Microcredit 2005 just two months old, a blue-ribbon group is holding a major symposium Saturday at UN Headquarters in New York to highlight changes in the use of the small loans to achieve the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) of halving extreme poverty by 2015. 

Since its launch on 18 November last year, "the International Year of Microcredit has given us an opportunity to harness enormous momentum and the potential of microfinance, channelling it to an ambitious and innovative work plan that will contribute to the Millennium Development Goals," one of the symposium's keynote speakers, Christina Barrineau of the UN Development Programme (UNDP), said in an interview with the UN News Service today. 

Before joining the UN Capital Development Fund (UNCDF), Ms. Barrineau - the chief technical adviser for the international year - established a global network for innovation in microfinance, linking major and small banks, along with a Thai Government savings bank and a Kenyan building society. 

Other keynote speakers at the event presented by the Financial Women's Association (FWA) include investment banker Elizabeth Littlefield, now a Director of the World Bank and the chief executive officer of the Bank's Consultative Group to Assist the Poor (CGAP), which builds microfinance systems for the destitute. 

The Group's 28 development agency members mandate it to develop and set industry guidelines, provide technical, strategic and policy advice, develop technical manuals and services and deliver training and research, according to the World Bank. 

The symposium will look at microcredit, microsavings and microinsurance, as well as the role of remittances from abroad. It will answer questions about the barriers to the expansion of microcredit, the role of private capital, whether there is too much microcapital or too little, and how microfinance can reach many more poor people in the next five years. 

"Microfinance is a win-win situation," Ms. Barrineau said. "Financial institutions and the private sector have profitable new markets, governments have stable financial sectors and poor people can seize opportunities." 

FWA President Kelly Mathieson noted that microfinance started in the philanthropic community and is now capturing real interest in mainstream capital markets. "With the help of the United Nations, we have brought together top experts from banks, private equity funds, microfinance networks and private donor organizations to explain microfinance and how individuals can participate." 

Meanwhile, the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) is planning several events to mark the microcredit year, including an expert group meeting and a youth roundtable on "Microcredit/Microfinance and poverty reduction" in June. 

DESA also will highlight the role of cooperatives in promoting microcredit for poverty reduction on the International Day of Cooperatives on 2 July and will observe the contributions of microcredit on the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty on 17 October. 

Businesses failing in policies to tackle AIDS threat – UN-backed report 

20 January - In a critical report on the corporate response to the social and business threats of HIV/AIDS, a new United Nations-backed report today lamented that businesses rarely draw up written policies to tackle the crisis, such as counselling, testing and treatment, until 20 per cent of a country’s population is infected. 

“As a global community, every level of society needs to be mindful of what they can do to contribute to an effective response to HIV/AIDS,” the Deputy Executive Director of the Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), Kathleen Cravero, said of the report, Business and HIV/AIDS: Commitment and Action. 

“We hope more businesses will become proactively involved in issues such as AIDS. We know it is not just socially responsible; it is also a good investment.” 

The report was jointly published by UNAIDS, the Global Health Initiative (GHI) of the World Economic Forum and the Harvard School of Public Health after a survey of almost 9,000 business leaders in 104 countries. 

“Too few companies are responding proactively to the social and business threats of HIV/AIDS,” GHI Director Kate Taylor said. “This is true of countries with very high, and with low but rising, levels of HIV. Given the potential benefits of putting programmes in place to address the disease, this is clearly a case of ‘too little, too late.’” 

Despite the fact that 14,000 people contract HIV/AIDS every day, concern among businesses has dropped by 23 per cent in the last 12 months, with most companies – 71 per cent – having no policies in place to address the disease. Over 65 per cent of the business leaders surveyed could not say or estimate the prevalence of HIV within their own workforce. 

Anglo American, the international mining and natural resources company, estimates an HIV prevalence rate of 24 per cent in its 130,000-strong southern African workforce. Over the last two years the company has implemented extensive voluntary counselling and testing, coupled with antiretroviral (ARV) therapy for employees progressing to AIDS. Over 90 per cent of the 2,200 employees who have accessed and remained on treatment are well and have returned to normal work. 

“Our growing experience shows that effective action on HIV/AIDS is synonymous with good business management and leads to more profitable and sustainable operations,” company Senior Vice-President Brian Brink said. 

“Importantly, companies should encourage all workers to know their HIV status, making it as routine as monitoring blood pressure or cholesterol. Providing access to treatment is a critical part of this.” 

Top UN human rights official to visit war-torn Nepal 

20 January - The top United Nations human rights official is to visit Nepal next week for a first-hand assessment of the situation in the Himalayan kingdom a month after a UN working group called on the Government to honour its international obligations to stop forced disappearances of suspects in its war against Maoist rebels. 

UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Louise Arbour will meet with senior officials of the Government, the judiciary and the military as well as non-governmental organizations (NGOs), human rights defenders and journalists. 

In December, the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances of the UN Commission on Human Rights called on the Government to institute such measures as a total ban on incommunicado detention and full protection for human rights workers. 

Although the group’s mandate is restricted to the obligations of state authorities, it also called on the Maoists to respect human rights. The restriction “in no way reduces the urgent need for the Maoists to respect international humanitarian law obligations and the physical integrity of their fellow citizens to reduce their suffering,” it said after a nine-day visit to the country. 

General Assembly extends judges' terms at UN war crimes tribunal for former Yugoslavia 

20 January - In a bid to help the United Nations war crimes tribunal for the former Yugoslavia meet its target of trying all defendants by 2008, the General Assembly today extended the tenure of seven short-term judges and appointed two new temporary judges as well. 

The General Assembly adopted a resolution, in response to an earlier Security Council resolution, approving the election of seven judges whose tenures were due to expire before the expected end of the trials they have been conducting. 

The judges of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) whose terms have been extended until their trials have ended are: Vonimbolana Rasoazanany (Madagascar), Bert Swart (The Netherlands), Hans Henrik Brydensholt (Denmark), Albin Eser (Germany), Krister Thelin (Sweden), Christine Van Den Wyngaert (Belgium) and Joaquín Martín Canivell (Spain). 

The two new short-term, or ad litem, judges who have been appointed are Gyorgy Szénási (Hungary), who will serve on a case due to start next week, and Claude Hanoteau (France), who will take over another case from a serving judge. 

A pool of ad litem judges was created in 2001 to try to speed up the work of the ICTY, which has been based in The Hague in The Netherlands since its formation in 1993. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

20 January 2005

Daily Press Briefing By The Office Of The Spokesman For The Secretary-General
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Stéphane Dujarric, Associate Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.  

**Tsunami Update
Starting with an update on the UN’s work in relation to the tsunami and earthquake disaster.  Even as relief distribution improves in Indonesia, a particularly heavy rainy season is worsening conditions in temporary settlements and hampering the delivery of supplies, especially by road.  

In addition, a recent assessment shows that many of the health-care facilities north of Meulaboh are not functioning.  Because of intensified concern over sanitation conditions for displaced persons in the area, soap and hygiene kits are now being distributed along with food.  Also, four specialized water-processing units have now arrived in Meulaboh to provide clean water to hospitals and settlements.

Meanwhile, mental health experts from the World Health Organization (WHO) fear that psychological trauma among the tsunami victims is more widespread than initially believed.  The WHO has, therefore, begun to coordinate the appropriate training of community workers.

The UN Human Settlements Programme, known as UN-HABITAT, has also launched a finance facility to accumulate funds for long-term reconstruction efforts in tsunami-hit countries.  It has already donated $1 million to that fund.

And since the Muslim holy day of Eid al-Adha is tomorrow, the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) is distributing some 5,000 prayer shawls to Acehnese women affected by the tsunami.

On 13 January, we told you the UNDP had hired 300 locals in Aceh to remove debris while creating employment opportunities.  The project will now be scaled up to employ up to 3,000 people over the next six months.  The UNDP has also provided 17 units of heavy equipment and 60 crew members to clear debris and bodies from the worst-hit areas. 

Since the tsunami struck in Indonesia, the World Food Programme (WFP) has delivered over 4,000 tons of food to 330,000 people in Banda Aceh.  In addition, the WHO has provided 8 tons of medical supplies, UNAIDS has distributed information on HIV/AIDS in emergency settings, and the UN Population Fund (UNFPA) has also delivered over 600 reproductive health kits.  And we have more information on the work of the various agencies available upstairs.

**Kobe Conference Update
Turning now to the World Conference on Disaster Reduction, being held in Kobe, Japan, today.
It has been agreed that the UN will be responsible for coordinating the implementation of a tsunami early-warning system for the Indian Ocean.

Key countries across the globe have already committed technical assistance and national resources, estimated at $30 million, towards establishing the system.  And we have a press release on that available upstairs.

**Security Council
Turning to the Security Council, no meetings or consultations scheduled today.

**UNIFIL
Related to the Council, the Secretary-General’s latest report on the UN peacekeeping mission in Lebanon is out today, in which he asks the Security Council to further extend the force’s mandate by six months, until 31 July, 2005.

In his report, the Secretary-General notes that while violent incidents across the Blue Line were considerably fewer than in the previous six months, the tensions between the parties did not appreciably diminish.

He also calls on the parties to abide by their obligation to fully respect the Blue Line in its entirety and exercise the utmost restraint. 

**Secretary-General - Georgia Report
Also upstairs is the latest report on the situation in Abkhazia, Georgia.  In his report, the Secretary-General writes that the recent political uncertainty in Abkhazia has limited the possibility of talks between the two sides.

He hopes the political situation there will stabilize, allowing talks to resume.

The Secretary-General also recommends that the mandate of the UN Mission in Georgia be extended for another six months.

**Liberia Panel of Experts
One more Security Council document.  The Secretary-General, in response to a request by the Security Council, has named a five-member panel of experts concerning Liberia with a range of expertise in arms, timber, diamonds, finance, humanitarian and socio-economic issues.  The names of those experts are contained in a letter to the Security Council, available on the racks.

**Costa Rica
An item from Costa Rica. UN agencies are assessing damage following recent flooding in Costa Rica, with agency officials visiting the town of Talamanca today and tomorrow.  Experts from the World Health Organization, the Pan American Health Organization, the UNDP and UNICEF are in the area.

Talamanca is the most heavily affected area, with nearly 2,000 of its almost 30,000 people now living in 19 temporary shelters, following the flooding caused by heavy rains that began early in January.  And we have a press release upstairs.

**General Assembly Special Session
Looking towards next week, the General Assembly is, as you know, holding a special session at 10 a.m. on Monday to commemorate the sixtieth anniversary of the liberation of the Nazi concentration camps.  

The session will be attended by survivors of the camps – including Elie Wiesel, the Nobel Peace Prize winner, and UN Messenger of Peace, who’ll also speak at the event.

The Secretary-General and the President of the General Assembly will also attend.  The provisional list of speakers for the event includes -- among many others -- the Foreign Ministers of Israel, Germany, France and Canada and is available upstairs.  And we will have a full press release available shortly on the racks with all the details of the session, as well as the side events.

**No Briefing Friday
And as a reminder, there’ll be no Noon Briefing tomorrow as UN Headquarters will be closed to mark the Muslim holiday of Eid al-Adha, or the “Feast of the Sacrifice”.  We’ll be back up here on Monday.

**The Week Ahead at the United Nations
And, we also, obviously, have “The Week Ahead” available for you.

That’s it from me.  Yes, Mark?

**Questions and Answers
Question:  A couple of questions.  First of all, there is increasing belligerent noises between the U.S. and Iran following articles written in The New Yorker, but basically Iran saying that, you know, Iran saying that it will resist any attack, you know, noises from Congress on what should be done about it.  Now, does the Secretary-General believe that this situation is evolving into a threat to international peace and security?

My second question is, Condoleezza Rice recently characterized six countries as outposts of tyranny:  Cuba, Belarus, Burma -- anyway, six countries.  Does the Secretary-General think that this is a helpful characterization of the state of affairs in these countries?

Associate Spokesman:  I don’t think I am going to comment on what Ms. Rice said in her confirmation hearings.  And as to Iran, I’ll see if I can get some guidance for you on that.

Yes, Edie?
Question:  Steph, the Secretary-General said that he planned to make an announcement on his new special representative for the tsunami-hit countries by the end of the week.  By my reckoning, this is the end of the week.  Can we expect an announcement later today?

Associate Spokesman:  The week is slightly shorter than normal weeks.  And I think you should probably wait for an announcement very early next week.  Yes? 

Question:  The reports that Mr. Hansen of the UNRWA is not being reappointed by the Secretary-General under pressure from the United States and Israel, is this how the United Nations is going to function?  Dictated by Israel and the United States?

Associate Spokesman:  I don’t accept the premise of your question.  Mr. Hansen, at the end of March, will have completed three terms as the Commissioner-General of UNRWA plus an extra month.  He has done a very good job leading the dedicated staff of UNRWA and providing vital assistance, under very difficult circumstances, to Palestinian refugees in the occupied Palestinian territory, as well as throughout the region.  The Secretary-General feels that after nine years it’s time for change and he is looking for candidates.

Question:  Oh, somebody else is going to be appointed in his place?

Associate Spokesman:  Yes, somebody will take the lead of this very important agency.  Yes?

Question:  Stéphane, does the Secretary-General have any comment on reports out there; Israel accepts the Palestinian police plan?

Associate Spokesman:  I think the developments that we have seen of deployment of Palestinian security forces in northern Gaza, I think, are very encouraging and we encourage both to continue on that path.

Question:  Steph, there have been some confusing signals; is the United Nations itself looking into the comments made by Mr. Vincent in court, that he believes money went to a UN official on the oil-for-food, or is it completely hinging everything on Volcker?  I know the Secretary-General yesterday said it was news to him.  You read in the newspaper the story, but it would seem that there might be some urgency your people might be interested in investigating it in the building, one would say.

Associate Spokesman:  Well, you know the whole issue of management and other related issues to oil-for-food; this investigation is in the hands of Mr. Volcker.  This is obviously one of the issues he is looking into.  And there is no sense in running a parallel investigation when he has all the documents and he has the full cooperation of all the UN staff in looking into the oil-for-food programme.

Question:  He hasn’t been able to interview Mr. Vincent, he said.

Associate Spokesman:  You’d have to ask Mr. Volcker.  And I think, looking at public statements from the assistant district attorney two days ago, he said he was working with the Volcker panel.

Question:  Is the Secretary-General watching the inauguration in Washington?

Associate Spokesman:  I don’t know.  I’d have to look at his schedule to see if he is in a meeting.  But I believe, in fact, he is in a meeting with senior staff right now.  Yes, Evelyn go ahead.

Question:  On Mr. Hansen again, can you comment whether U.S. Congressman Lantos, when he was here in December on a variety of issues, told the Secretary-General that he was representing the administration and Congress and that Mr. Hansen had to go?

Associate Spokesman:  No.  I am not aware of that.  Yes?

Question:  I am just curious as to why the SG was meeting with Mr. Axworthy this morning?  Is that just routine?

Associate Spokesman:  Mr. Axworthy is in town and reporting back to the Secretary-General.  But I can try to get you a read-out on that.

Question:  A housekeeping matter.  I’m sure some people in the building have a question.  What is going on outside the building?  There doesn’t appear to be much work on the fence as everybody bundles through the cold and snakes around and in gulag fashion around to the...Is there any estimation of when...(Interrupted)?

Associate Spokesman:  This is one gulag you are able to walk in and out of everyday.

[Laughter]

Question:  ...the flags are not up, and...

Associate Spokesman:  I will ask.  Work is starting at the northern end of the perimeters.  So, maybe you want to have a look there to see if, in fact, the fence is moving in the right direction.  But we can ask.

Question:  Is there any way we can get Ms. Pirelli or someone involved with the Iraqi elections?

Associate Spokesman:  We are, as I have told a number of your colleagues, trying very hard to arrange such a briefing and, as soon as we are able to announce it, we will.

Thank you very much.
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Reuters - Tsunami Damage to Indonesia Environment $675 Million


Laksamana.Net - Tsunami’s Big Environmental Cost


Scoop - Tsunami damage to Indonesia environment millions


IRNA - HEADLINE: Damage from tsunami to Indonesia`s


The Indonesian National News Agency - HEADLINE: TSUNAMI INFLICTED RP6 TRILLION LOSS ON RI IN ENVIRONMENTAL TERMS


ENS - Assessment: Tsunami Demolished Indonesia's Coastal Environment


ABC Online - UN calculates tsunami's massive environmental cost


Terra Daily - Tsunami damage to environment put at 675 million dollars in Indonesia


UN News Service - Tsunami's damage to Indonesia's environment pegged at $675 million, UN agency reports


Associated press - U.N. says Asian tsunami caused severe environmental damage in Indonesia


Yubanet - Tsunami's damage to Indonesia's environment pegged at $675 million


Environmental Health Perspective – North Korean Catastrophe*


A2gay.org.uk - Tsunami's Damage To Indonesia's Environment Pegged At $675 Million, UN Agency Reports


Laksamana.Net - Heavy Rains Hamper Tsunami Relief


English Eastday - UNEP warns of environmental impact by tsunami   


Turkish Press - Summary of situation in tsunami-hit region four weeks after day of terror


Uruknet - Where is the UN, where is the UNEP, where is the UNICEF, where is the ICRC?


Macon Daily - Global Warming Melts Winter Joy at Top German Resort


Times of India - Rainfall to be further erratic: Scientists


ENS - UN to Coordinate Indian Ocean Early Warning System


Deepika Global News - Tsunami damage to Indonesia environment 675 mln dollars


AFP - TITRE: Tsunami : les dégâts sur l'environnement en Indonésie estimés à 675 M USD


AFP - Après les tsunamis, la communauté internationale s'engage dans la prevention


Le Monde  - Alerte à la biodiversité menacée


Frankfurter Rundschau - Tsunami schadet Natur


Berliner Morgenpost - Flutkatastrophe: Umweltschäden weit größer als befürchtet


Tagesspiegel - Die Tsunami-Früherkennung im Indischen Ozean soll bald stehen – fordert eine UN-Konferenz


Taglicher Anzeiger - Alarmierende Umweltschäden durch Flut in Indonesien


AP - Umweltschaden nach Flutkatastrophe noch grösser als befürchtet
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