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SE Asia faces 'catastrophic' extinction  rate 

     The rate of extinction threatening to engulf south-east Asia this century

     could be a "catastrophic" 20%, scientists say. 

             We expect more and more species will go downhill  Caroline Pollock, IUCN 

     They base their warning on the example of Singapore, where key habitats have shrunk by 95%

     since 1819. 

     The scientists say it is the unprecedented rate of habitat loss that now threatens so many

     species. 

     South-east Asia is one of the Earth's most important biodiversity "hotspots". 

     The scientists, from Singapore, Japan and Australia, report their findings in the journal Nature. 

     They found "substantial rates of documented and inferred extinctions, especially for forest

     species", with butterflies, fish, birds and mammals all affected. 

     The authors say: "Observed extinctions were generally fewer, but inferred losses often higher,

     in vascular plants, phasmids (stick and leaf insects), decapods (crustaceans), amphibians and

     reptiles. 

     Global impact 

     "Forest reserves comprising only 0.25% of Singapore's area now harbour over 50% of the

     residual native biodiversity." 

     They think the rate at which habitats are disappearing is so great that south-east Asia will lose

     up to two-fifths of all its species over this century, at least half of them endemic species found

     nowhere else on Earth. 

     They used both historical and modern checklists of species occurring in Singapore to estimate

     how many had become extinct, in relation to large-scale habitat loss, since the British arrived in

     1819. 

     Since then more than 95% of the estimated 540 square kilometres of original vegetation has

     been entirely cleared. Less than 10% of the remaining 24 sq km of forest is primary growth. 

     The authors also used checklists from nearby peninsular Malaysia to deduce the possible

     species composition of Singapore in 1819, compensating for probably incomplete extinction

     records. 

     The overall loss of biodiversity, they calculated, was at least 28% - 881 of 3,196 recorded

     species. 

     Butterflies, freshwater fish, birds and mammals lost 34-43% of all species. About a quarter of all

     vascular plants, freshwater decapods and phasmids have disappeared. 

     On the slide 

     But there seem to have been comparatively fewer extinctions of amphibians and reptiles. Total

     local extinction rates, the authors say, could be as high as 73%. 

     They say their lists of surviving species include several long-lived ones whose populations

     are too small to survive in the long term, like the white-bellied woodpecker, the banded leaf

     monkey and the cream-coloured giant squirrel. 

     They say: "These 'living dead' taxa will almost certainly become extinct in the coming

     decades." 

     Forest birds have fared worse than open-habitat species: since 1923, 61 of the 91 known

     forest-dependent birds have disappeared. 

     The authors say rapid and large-scale habitat destruction was undoubtedly the predominant

     cause of Singapore's extinctions. 

     But hunting may also have been important: Singapore's last tiger was shot in 1930. 

     They describe the prospects for its surviving species as "bleak", with 77% classified as

     threatened by IUCN-The World Conservation Union. 

     Quart in a pint pot 

     With the few remaining protected nature reserves occupying only 0.25% of the island's total

     land area, they worry at how much biodiversity is packed into so small a space. 

     On Singapore's lessons for south-east Asia, they note a projected overall deforestation rate of

     74% for the region by 2100. 

     They conclude: "We predict the overall loss of 13-42% of regional populations due to the

     effects of deforestation in south-east Asia by the end of the present century, at least half of

     which are likely to represent global species extinctions." 

     Caroline Pollock, of IUCN's Red List programme, told BBC News Online: "The projected loss

     for south-east Asia is very high, but it's not really a surprise. 

     "We're finding increasing numbers of species are being assessed as threatened, and we expect

     more and more species will go downhill." 

___________________________________________________________________________________________BBC

EU plans for dolphin-friendly Baltic 

By Alex Kirby 

     The waters of north-west Europe should soon be safer for dolphins, thanks  to a European Union plan. 

     It proposes extending the driftnet ban from the Atlantic to the Baltic. 

     Boats in some EU waters will have to fit audible warnings to their nets, and  carry onboard observers. 

     Thousands of dolphins and porpoises - known scientifically as cetaceans - die  annually in EU waters after becoming accidentally trapped in fishing nets. 

     A ban on the use by EU boats of driftnets in the Atlantic came into force in 2002. 

     The proposals, being published by the European Commission on 24 July, would:  initially limit the length of driftnets used in the Baltic to 2.5 kilometres (1.5  miles), before phasing them out completely by 1 January 2007 oblige boats in  some areas to use "pingers" (acoustic deterrent devices) on their nets to scare  away dolphins, porpoises and other small cetaceans introduce a compulsory  scheme of shipboard observers to monitor cetacean bycatch. The UK fisheries  covered by the proposed pinger rule include the English Channel, the Celtic and  the North seas. 

     The proposals now have to secure the approval of EU fisheries ministers and  the European Parliament. 

     Voracious destroyers 

     Glyn Ford, the Labour MEP for the South West of England, said: "By tackling the  Baltic sea, the EU is targeting one of the biggest problem areas. 

     "Clearly we have concerns that the driftnet ban should go wider, but we will  have the information from the onboard monitors to make that case if  necessary. 

     "We are talking about driftnets the size of football pitches, trailed between two  boats, scooping up everything in their way. 

     "Dolphins use sonar to hunt and avoid obstacles, even in the dark. Yet despite  this sophisticated navigation system, thousands die each year when they  become entangled in fishing nets. 

     "In my own region, over 200 dolphins and porpoises were found dead around  the coast in Devon and Cornwall between January and March this year. That's  averaging two a day." 

     The European fisheries commissioner, Franz Fischler, who is proposing the new  rules, is well aware they will be strongly contested by some member states. 

     Up to a point 

     His office says that because of "the high political sensitivity of the cetacean bycatch problem, this proposal will certainly lead to intensive debate in [the  Fisheries] Council and European Parliament." 

     Mark Simmonds, of the Whale and Dolphin Conservation Society (WDCS), told  BBC News Online: "The involvement of the European Commission in this   problem is very good. 

     " But it would be wrong to think the pingers are going to be silver bullets. They  work on some nets, but not all. 

     "And with them there's a danger of turning parts of the sea into dolphin  exclusion zones, just fish production areas. 

     "But anything that takes us in the direction of observers on boats must be  right, and we welcome that." 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ENS

Europe Completes Laws Governing Transgenic Food  and Feed
                      BRUSSELS, Belgium, July 23, 2003 (ENS) - The European Union has completed its legislative framework governing genetically modified organisms  with the adoption Tuesday of two European Commission proposals. One establishes a system to trace and label these products of biotechnology, and  another regulates the marketing and labeling of food and feed products derived from genetically modified (GM) organisms. 

                      Across Europe, consumers have rejected genetically modified foods due to concerns of allergenicity, and as yet unknown dangers to human health and   the environment. Some food retailers and manufacturers have pledged to  produce and market only products that do not contain transgenic organisms.

Six European Union countries have placed a moratorium on the cultivation of  GM crops. 

                      European consumers prefer traditionally grown  foods over genetically modified foods. (Photo

                      courtesy FreeFoto)

A Eurobarometer opinion poll  published by the European Commission  in December 2001 showed that 94.6   percent of EU citizens surveyed want  the right to choose whether or not to  eat foods derived from biotechnology,  85.9 percent want to know more before eating foods containing genetically   modified ingredients, and 70.9 percent  do not want GM food at all. 

                      Health and Consumer Protection Commissioner David Byrne said the   new draft legislation should set all those fears to rest. “European consumers  can now have confidence that any GM food or feed marketed in Europe has  been subject to the most rigorous pre-marketing assessment in the world." 

                      "Consumers will also have a clear choice of products to buy as GM food will                      now be clearly labeled. For the first time farmers will see labels on GM feed,"  Byrne said. "Europe will now have a comprehensive and transparent system  of authorization and labeling that can only enhance business and consumer  confidence.” 

                      But Mauro Albrizio from the European Environmental Bureau, a coalition of  134 organizations in 25 countries, said, "The right to eat GM-free food will be  severely compromised if GM crops are grown are a large scale. The Commission must accept that no one wants GM foods and that public               authorities have every right to protect their consumers and environment." 

A scientist in the lab of the U.S. agricultural   biotech company Monsanto develops genetically                                           modified plants. (Photo courtesy Monsanto)

                                               The European Union has been under  pressure from the United States to permit  the development, import and sales of  genetically modified crops and foods, most of which originate with U.S.  companies. On May 20, the United   States, joined by Canada and Argentina, filed a complaint against the EU over the  issue before the World Trade Organization. No hearing has yet been  held. 

                                               Environment Commissioner Margot  Wallstrom said the new legislation "will

reinforce our international credibility and  will certainly help in building public  confidence in new technologies." 

                      "By ensuring that GMOs can be traced at all stages in the production and  marketing chain," Wallstrom said, "we provide a robust safeguard system and  the foundation for a comprehensive labeling system. In this way, we address  the most critical concerns of the public regarding the environmental and

health effects of GMOs and enable consumers to chose." 

                      Traceability provides the means to track the movement of genetically modified  products through the production and distribution chains. Traceability for  certain products has existed for many years, but specific traceability  requirements for products that contain genetically modified organisms  (GMOs) or are derived from GMOs do not currently exist. 

                      The draft law requires the labeling of all foods produced from GMOs whether  or not there is DNA or protein of transgenic origin in the final product. All  genetically modified feed must also be labeled. 

                      Today retailers have to label food consisting of or containing genetically  modified organisms. This also includes food produced from GMOs if traces of  DNA or protein from the genetic modification is detectable in the final  product, such as flour produced from genetically modified corn. 

                      But these labeling provisions do not cover some foods or food ingredients,  such as highly refined soy or corn oil produced from genetically modified  soybeans or genetically modified corn. 

                      The new law will extend the current labeling requirements to also cover such  food and food ingredients produced from GMOs such as biscuits made with  corn oil produced from genetically modified corn. 

                      The label has to indicate, “This product contains genetically modified  organisms” or “produced from genetically modified (name of organism).” 

                      The EU will pursue its examination of new GMOs, which in accordance with  European Union law, can only be authorized for cultivation and/or marketing  in the EU if they present no risk for human health or the environment. A  number of GMOs have been notified for authorization and are being  processed by the Commission and the member states. 

                      The new draft legislation meets some of the demands of European Farmer Co-ordination (CPE), an association of 18 farmer and rural organizations from 11 European countries, both members and non members of the EU. In an open  letter to EU ministers last fall, the CPE asked for mandatory labeling of any

agricultural product, animal feedstuff, seed containing GMOs, and animal   products produced with GMOs, as well as food products processed with  GMOs. 

                      The coexistence of genetically modified crops with conventional and organic   farming is seen as a problem for farmers, such as those affiliated with CPE,  who wish to keep their crops free of genetically modified characteristics. 

                      Today, as an extension of its new legislative framework, the European  Commission published guidelines for the development of strategies and best  practices to ensure the coexistence of genetically modified crops with  conventional and organic crops. 

                      Commenting on the guidelines, EU Agriculture Commissioner Franz Fischler  said variations in national and regional or local conditions make "an EU wide  one size fits all approach unworkable." 

                      Traditionally grown corn, like the corn in this  English field, could be contaminated with

genetically modified corn grown nearby. (Photo  courtesy FreeFoto)

                      “We want to ensure that farmers are  able to cultivate the types of  agricultural crops they choose be it GM  crops, conventional or organic crops,"  the commissioner said. "This is why we

need measures to ensure their  coexistence." 

                      But CPE farmers do not believe   coexistence without contamination of  conventional and organic crops is not  possible. In its open letter to the EU  ministers, CPE wrote, "We refuse the         experimentation in open field, because  we know from experience that it is  impossible to avoid the contamination." 

                      Friends of the Earth, Greenpeace and the European Environmental Bureau  today condemned the European Commission's recommendation on  coexistence between genetically modified and non-GM crops. 

                      Friends of the Earth Europe's GM campaigner Clare Oxborrow said, "Moves to allow organic crops to be contaminated with GM pollution are totally  unacceptable, and could lead to the death of organic food and farming.   Member states should reject this recommendation and bring in tough  legislation to prevent genetic contamination and ensures real consumer  choice." 

                      The new guidelines on coexistence state that as a general principle, during the  introductory phase of a new production type in a region, farmers who introduce the new production type should bear the responsibility of  implementing the actions necessary to limit mixing of transgenic organisms  with conventional or organic ones. 

                      Approaches to coexistence should be developed in a transparent way, based  on scientific evidence and in cooperation with all concerned, the guidelines say. They should ensure an equitable balance between the interests of  farmers of all production types. 

                      National strategies and best practices should refer to the legal labeling  thresholds and purity standards for GM food, feed and seed, and local and   regional aspects should be fully taken into account, according to the  guidelines. 

                      Measures should be efficient and cost effective, without going beyond what  is necessary to comply with EU threshold levels for GMO labeling, the  guidelines state. 

                      They should be specific to different types of crops, since the probability of  accidental mixing varies from one crop to another. For some crops such as oil  seed rape the probability is high, but for others such as potatoes the  probability is fairly low, according to the guidelines. 

                      Measures taken on the farm might include isolation distances, buffer zones,  and pollen barriers such as hedgerows. The might be cooperation between  neighboring farms such as information about sowing plans, and the use of  crop varieties with differing flowering times. 

                      "The recommendations are based on the latest available research results, and  provide a sound basis on which member states should build their  approaches," Fischler said. 

                      Eric Gall, Greenpeace's EU advisor on genetic engineering, said earlier this  month, "Preventing genetic contamination should now be the number one  priority for the EU. If nothing is done to protect conventional and organic crops from genetic contamination, the new labeling system will actually be at

risk of becoming useless after a few years because it will be increasingly hard  to secure GMO free supplies." 

                      Gall said today, "Member states should make clear in their national legislation   that GM producers are the ones responsible for avoiding GMO's in food, feed  and especially seeds. According to the polluter pays principle GM producers  should also bear the cost of anti-contamination measures." 

                                                          Greenpeace activists replaced  the World Trade Organization                                                          sign at its headquarters in Geneva with a new logo.

                                                          (Photo courtesy Greenpeace/Adair)

Greenpeace maintains  that the World Trade  Organization is not the  forum to deal with the  issues raised by genetically modified

                                                          organisms. 

                                                          On Monday,  Greenpeace activists  replaced the World Trade Organization sign at its headquarters in Geneva  with a new logo, "World Transgenic Order," denouncing the WTO for  promoting the corporate interests of the genetic engineering industry. 

                      At the same time, Greenpeace activists representing consumers were shoved  into straitjackets by Uncle Sam, who dumped genetically engineered corn on  them to dramatize what the activists believe the United States wants to do to  consumers around the world. 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________                               

Reuters

World Swelters, Cool Spots Defy Global Warming 

  OSLO - With the world sweltering through one of the hottest years on record, some icy bastions have been getting frostier in defiance of  global warming. 

  The rare cool spots, also from Canada to China, cause headaches for policy makers seeking to impose expensive measures to curb emissions from cars and factories blamed for blanketing the globe and driving up temperatures. 

  "We are disrupting the entire climate system," said Rajendra Pachauri, the head of the U.N.'s main panel on climate change. "It's not as  though there is going to be a uniform warming of the entire planet." 

  He said that signs of global warming are overwhelming, from a heat wave in India this year with temperatures up to 120 Fahrenheit that  killed 1,500 people, to prolonged drought in Australia. 

  "There are also many of these (cooling anomalies). But merely to cite one as evidence that there is no warming is not rational," he told  Reuters of lingering skepticism to the broad consensus that human pollution is warming the planet. 

  And experts say that apparent anomalies, such as the growth of glaciers in Norway in the 1990s, can often be explained by a wider picture  of global warming because of increased snowfall. 

  "When the oceans get warmer, you get more evaporation so you create more clouds. Then you can have more precipitation and in some  areas it can be in the form of snow," said Josefino Comiso, a senior scientist at the NASA Goddard Space Flight Center. 

  He said that his research, for instance, indicated that snow was getting deeper over higher parts of Greenland. Ice and snow in some  regions of Antarctica was also getting thicker. "Some climate models suggest these effects," he said. 

  GLACIERS SHRINK 

  In other areas, global warming seems to be catching up with some of the icy exceptions. The Briksdal glacier in west Norway, for instance,  has receded about 426 feet since a peak in 2000 when it was splintering birch trees on ground that had been free of ice for decades. "It's  shrunk a lot, though in the middle of the 17th century is was 1.5 km (one mile) longer than now," said Frode Briksdal, a glacier guide whose

  family has long lived in the area. 

  Climate experts say that recent hotter summers are melting the ice despite more snowfall in winter that is adding to the overall mass of the  glaciers. 

  The U.N.'s World Meteorological Organization (WMO) says that 1998 was the hottest year since records began in 1860, followed by 2002  and 2001. It says the rise in global average surface temperatures since 1900 exceeds 0.6 Celsius. 

  So far this year, temperatures have also been high in many regions. The WMO says that average surface temperatures in May were the  second highest on record. June temperatures in Switzerland, for instance, were the hottest in 250 years. 

  But some question the view of Pachauri's Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) that human activity is driving global  warming. Many skeptics point out experts were predicting a new Ice Age in the 1970s after a long cold spell. 

  "There is an idea among the public that the 'science is settled'," said James Schlesinger, a Republican and former U.S. Energy Secretary.  "We are in danger of prematurely embracing certitudes." 

  SUN SPOTS 

  Schlesinger said in a recent speech that the IPCC focused too narrowly on factors like human emissions of gases such as carbon dioxide,  volcanoes and an 11-year sunspot cycle. He said it played down other possible factors like long-term variations in solar activity. 

  President Bush has pulled out of the international Kyoto pact, which aims to cut emissions of carbon dioxide by at least five percent by  2008-12, arguing it is too costly and unfairly excludes developing countries. 

  Jon Ove Hagen, professor of glaciology at Oslo University, said most glaciers from Alaska to the Himalayas were melting. "By contrast, in  100 years' time one expects that the Antarctic ice will increase in volume because of more snow," he said. 

  Lynn Rosentrater, Arctic climate scientist at the WWF environmental group, said sea levels were expected to rise this century more  because water in the oceans would expand with higher temperatures. Secondarily, melting glaciers in Alaska, Canada and Scandinavia  would add to water in the oceans. 

  Among anomalies in climate change, she said that a cooling over northeastern Canada in recent years also "now seems to be stabilizing  and now looking more toward warming." 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

ROAP Media Update – 24 July 2003

_____________________________________________________

General environment news

Biodiversity wipeout facing South East Asia

NewScientist.com news service , 23 July 03 - More than 40 per cent of the animal and plant species in South East Asia could be wiped out this century, with at least half representing global extinctions. 
This dire prediction results from the first systematic study of species disappearance in Singapore, considered a "worst case scenario" for what could happen in the rest of the region.

"These predictions are grim - and they probably will unfold," says Barry Brook of the Northern Territory University, Darwin, Australia, who conducted the new research with colleagues at the Raffles Museum in Singapore. "Any effective conservation would need a strong effort from governments to preserve large continuous areas of habitat, but, being a realist, I can't see that this will take place."
http://www.newscientist.com/news/news.jsp?id=ns99993973 

Deal reached on preserving border range - One of most fertile forests in SE Asia 
Bangkok Post, 24 July 2003 (Supamart Kasem) - Thailand and Burma have agreed to preserve fertile forest land of the Tenasserim mountain range, the world's second most dense tiger-populated area after Siberia.
Natural Resources and Environment Minister Praphat Panyachartrak has asked the National Park, Wildlife and Plant Conservation Department to cooperate with Burma on a project to conserve natural resources at the mountain range.

http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/24Jul2003_news29.html
___________________________________________________________________________________________

ROWA MEDIA BRIEF

Saudi Arabia

Water is the Main Challenge facing the Arab Region.

Water problems were the main subject of two important conferences organized by Prince Talal Bin Abdul Aziz, Chairman of Arab Council for Children & Development and the Special Representative of UNESCO.

These two meetings came in response to the United Nations declaration to nominate 2003 as International Year for Fresh Water.

http://www.alyaum.com/issue/page1.php?fldPageID=1&PHPSESSID=5958cae8efbcc5a1e449616d814336a1
UAE
Nakheel inks MoU with UN agency

DUBAI - Nakheel, the developers of Dubai's iconic offshore island development called The Palm, announced yesterday that they have signed a memorandum of understanding with the United Nations University - International Network on Water, Environment and Health (UNU/INWEH( 

The agreement provides an umbrella under which both Nakheel and UNU/INWEH shall undertake a series of specialised projects, for monitoring and enhancement of the marine environment adjacent to The Palm, as well as education activities linked to it.

The UNU/INWEH's core global mission is to contribute to the resolution of global water issues relating to environment and human health, through education, training research and dissemination of information. 

http://66.234.3.46/Displayarticle.asp?section=business&xfile=data/business/2003/july/business_july410.xml
Palestine 

Creative UNDP design shelters environment and children  

Wrecked cars; tires, tires and more tires! This is the disconcerting image that one sees whilst entering some West Bank towns, where people live in an unstable political climate, under the regular imposition of closures. Most villages and towns are grappling with how to deal with the problem of solid waste in such difficult circumstances. The lack of financial resources and in some cases the destruction of garbage collection trucks by the Israeli military, do not make things easy.

This is why the UNDP’s Programme of Assistance to the Palestinian People, in partnership with the Roads and Environment Safety Organization, used a common environmental principle to achieve uncommon things. It applied the simple formula of recycle and reuse to endless mounds of automobile tires, 1,100 to be exact. Added a little dough (US$25,000) and spiced the mix with a good deal of creative thinking and the result is: a play ground that will not only rid the world of these unsightly tires, but will also serve almost 3,000 children in Ramallah. 

http://www.jerusalem-times.net/article/news/details/detail.asp?id=3544
___________________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA - NEWS UPDATE

24 July 2003
UNEP/UN in the news

Somali plants become new targets in illegal trade

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - A boom in poached "succulent" plants is among the latest threats facing Africa's rare and endangered wildlife, an experts meeting in the Kenyan capital has learnt. Delegates attending a two-day meeting of the Lusaka Agreement, also known as the "African Interpol for Wildlife," claimed the protected plants are being illegally smuggled from Somalia into Kenya. From Kenya, it is believed, the plants are being exported to Europe and North America as part of the illegal horticultural garden trade. Clement Mwale, the Intelligence Officer for the Lusaka Agreement, said the illegal trade in plants from southern Somalia, appeared to be a new and potentially worrying phenomenon "involving sophisticated operators." He said they had evidence that the plants, dry land species resembling aloes with thick fleshy leaves and juicy succulent interiors, are being sold for ornamental and medicinal purposes. Mwale said they had traced the trade to a nursery in Europe and one in North America and were trying to unravel how the exporters had secured permits from Kenya. Wildlife enforcement experts, government officials, wildlife groups and members of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) attended the meeting convened to review progress and pinpoint new threats to fauna and flora. It also reviewed progress on a crackdown on other illegal wildlife trade including ivory, animal trophies and skins.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng005337&dte=23/07/2003
General Environmental news

Ivory traders freshly threaten African elephants

Johannesburg, South Africa (PANA) - The International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW) has warned that the recent seizure at Bangkok International airport of 65 elephant tusks worth more than $70,000 on a flight from Africa signaled the targeting of more elephants by illegal ivory traders. IFAW said the seizure of the illegal ivory has confirmed conservationists' fears that the decisions made last November by parties to the UN Convention on the International Trade of Endangered Species (CITES) to allow for conditional one-off ivory stockpile sales by Namibia, Botswana and South Africa would result in an increase of illegal elephant poaching and ivory trade. Thailand's customs officials last week seized 65 elephant tusks and one rhino horn at Bangkok International airport. The consignment of the confiscated ivory valued at more than $70,000 was packed in three cases. According to officials, the cases, which weighed over 500 kilograms were falsely declared to contain uncut gemstones and were addressed to an importer of Mali citizenship. "This Bangkok ivory seizure confirms our prediction that CITES' ivory trade decisions sent out the signals to poachers, dealers, traders and everyone involved in the illegal ivory trade that markets were about to reopen," Chris Tuite, Director of IFAW's Wildlife and Habitat Programme, said. The Lusaka Agreement Task Force intercepted six metric tons of African ivory in Singapore last July while en route to its destination in Japan. In February this year, the Kenya Wildlife Service also seized 33 raw ivory tusks suspected to have originated from northern Kenya.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng005217&dte=23/07/2003
Ghana earns USD$120 million annually from secondary forests

Kumasi, Ghana (PANA) - Ghana has over the past decade earned about 120 million dollars annually from timber produced from its secondary forests, a forestry official has said. The forests have also produced wood valued at 200 million dollars consumed as traditional energy every year. But Kwadwo Wireko-Brobbey, a member of the Ghana Forestry Commission, said in spite of their important contribution to the economy, secondary forests were poorly managed and over-exploited resulting in ecological and environmental problems. He was speaking in Accra at the opening of a five-day regional workshop on the restoration, management and rehabilitation of degraded and secondary tropical forests. Wireko-Brobbey said forest managers could only halt the rapid degradation of the secondary forests by involving the local communities and the district assemblies in the management of the resource. He said government had initiated the Collaborative Forest Management (CFA) system to encourage local participation. Participants from Ghana, Burkina Faso, Surinam, Guyana, Egypt, and Trinidad and Tobago are attending the meeting, organized by the Ghanaian Lands and Forestry Ministry in collaboration with the Inter-co-operation, Switzerland. The workshop is funded by the International Tropical Timber Organization (ITTO).

___________________________________________________________________________________________
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W E D N E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Annan ‘deeply concerned’ at increase in violence in Kashmir
*
Hundreds of desperate refugees seek safety at UN compound in Liberia

*
Security Council hears call for increased global cooperation to fight terrorism

*
Sierra Leone: Swiss freeze assets of Liberian leader Taylor’s associates

*
UN delivers new shipment of emergency reproductive health supplies to Iraq

*
Set of 40 mortal remains repatriated to Kosovo under UN auspices

*
Annan to convene high-level panel to study private investment in development

*
UN agency says drought, civil strife spark food emergency in sub-Saharan Africa 

*
Powerful quake in China affects 1 million, causes $75 million in damages – UN

*
Africa’s development impacted by lack of farm trade reform – UN report

*
Respect for human rights key to peace and prosperity, UN official tells ECOSOC

*
Arab ministers to gather in Lebanon for UN-backed meeting on trade

* * * *

Kashmir


23 July – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today voiced deep concern over recent terrorist acts in Kashmir and urged India and Pakistan to continue their recent efforts to resolve their differences peacefully.


“The Secretary-General is deeply concerned by the increase in violence in Jammu and Kashmir in the past two days,” a statement issued by his spokesman in New York said. 

“The Secretary-General reiterates his condemnation of all acts of terrorism. At the same time, he urges those concerned to exercise restraint following these tragic incidents and encourages the Governments of India and Pakistan to continue their recent efforts to resolve their differences peacefully through normalization of diplomatic relations, confidence-building measures and renewed dialogue,” it added.  

* * *

Liberia

23 July – As rebel mortars continue to pound the centre and surrounding neighbourhoods of Liberia’s beleaguered capital, hundreds of hungry, terrified refugees are scrambling for safety inside the walls of a United Nations compound in Monrovia.

Staff from the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in Monrovia said hundreds of refugees and displaced persons stormed into the agency’s premises on Monday after a mortar shell hit the nearby United States residential compound, killing and wounding scores of people. Two more were reported killed in the area today.

UNHCR said its compound in Mamba Point is sheltering more than 800 people – some 600 of them Sierra Leonean refugees who earlier fled their camps on the outskirts of the city and are now increasingly desperate for food and pleading for evacuation. At least 160 Liberians and several nationals of other West African nations are also huddled in the compound.

Taking advantage of breaks in the fighting, adults dashed out to replenish meagre supplies of food and water from a makeshift market hastily set up in the neighbourhood. On Tuesday, as soon as several people began preparing rice and vegetables on open fires, shelling resumed and they raced back into the relative safety of the UNHCR building. By this morning, the compound had run out of food, and few people had money left to go out and buy provisions. Moses Okello, UNHCR’s representative for Liberia who was evacuated to Côte d’Ivoire, said the situation was desperate.

Despite reports of a rebel-ordered ceasefire, sporadic shooting and shelling continued. Government fighters on the streets have been seen firing their weapons indiscriminately, with no apparent opposition in sight. Inside the compound, hallways and stairways were jammed with men, women and children sleeping on the bare floor, wherever they could find space.

Meanwhile, yesterday in Dakar, Senegal, the Foreign Ministers of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) met to discuss ways of expediting the arrival of a vanguard force to Liberia. Secretary-General Kofi Annan and a host of top UN officials have repeatedly stressed the need for the quick deployment of such a force.
* * *

Terrorism

23 July – The United Nations Security Council held an open meeting today to hear the latest 90-day report from its Counter-terrorism Committee (CTC), which called for increased cooperation with international organizations to keep nuclear, chemical, biological and other deadly materials out of terrorists’ hands.

Briefing the 15-member body, CTC chairman and current Council President for July, Ambassador Inocencio Arias of Spain, said the battle against terrorism would be long and there would be no short cuts. At the same time, counter-terrorism measures must be in accord with international law and all actions must be done with legitimacy, with reason and within the law, he added.

Ambassador Arias said two challenges faced the CTC, which he called the tool of the international community with the greatest scope available for combating terrorism. The first was technical aid to Member States, in which the Committee must play a greater part in promoting and coordinating available international assistance.

The second consisted of developing closer links with international, regional and sub-regional organizations, he said. On 6 March, a plan of action had been adopted for that purpose, and the Committee had sought contacts with several organizations. On 7 October, a follow-up meeting would be held.

Referring to a CTC meeting in May with representatives of the World Customs Organization, the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons and Interpol, the report says: “The meeting highlighted the importance of counter-terrorism efforts in imposing strict controls on nuclear, chemical, biological and other deadly materials and of denying terrorist groups and organizations access thereto.

“The Committee will continue dealing with the issue in order to identify the best way of helping to prevent this obvious threat to international peace and security from materializing,” it adds.

The Committee was created in the aftermath of the 11 September 2001 terrorist attacks on the United States to monitor Security Council resolution 1373, which called on Member States to prevent and suppress the financing of terrorism, refrain from providing any support to entities or persons involved in terrorist acts, and deny safe haven to those who finance, plan, support and commit such acts.

Mr. Arias said that in the one-and-a-half years since then, a tremendous amount of work had been done. In September 2001, only two States were parties to all 12 Conventions and Protocols regarding international terrorism, but by June 2003, there were over 40 parties. The Committee had received 385 reports from States pertaining to measures contained in resolution 1373, and had worked intensely in the field of technical assistance.

In addition to Mr. Arias, the other 14 members of the Council took the floor during the discussion along with the representatives of 10 other UN Member States.

* * *

Sierra Leone

23 July – Acting on a request from the Special Court for Sierra Leone, Switzerland has frozen some $1.5 million in the bank accounts of two persons linked to embattled Liberian President Charles Taylor, the Swiss justice ministry said today.

The move to freeze some 2 million in Swiss francs follows last month’s request by the Freetown-based Special Court investigating war crimes in Sierra Leone, which triggered the Swiss Ministry of Justice’s order that all bank accounts belonging to Mr. Taylor, his relatives and close associates be scrutinized and the assets frozen or blocked.

The request to block assets was made pursuant to the original war crimes indictment and arrest warrant issued against Mr. Taylor on 7 March – and unsealed on 4 June – which requests countries “to identify and to locate assets owned by the accused located within the territory of any State and adopt provisional measures to freeze such assets.”

Mr. Taylor is charged with “bearing the greatest responsibility” for war crimes, crimes against humanity and serious violations of international humanitarian law” in Sierra Leone since 30 November 1996, at the height of that country’s brutal 10-year civil war.

The Court’s Deputy Prosecutor, Desmond de Silva, welcomed the announcement and praised the assistance the tribunal has received from the Swiss authorities. “We have got to penetrate the walls of concealment that this indicted war criminal has thrown around his looted wealth,” he said.

In other news, yesterday the Special Court denied a request by lawyers representing former Revolutionary United Front (RUF) leader Foday Sankoh for a stay of proceedings in his trial until the Court had completed a full psychiatric and physiological examination of him.

The equipment necessary for the examination is not available in Sierra Leone, and a UN travel ban on Mr. Sankoh is still in place. A psychiatrist who had made a preliminary examination of Mr. Sankoh in March described him as “catatonic” but could not make a complete diagnosis as to whether the indicted suspect is competent to stand trial.

Also yesterday, the Court denied a request by lawyers representing another suspect, Alex Brima, for bail, as well as a writ of habeas corpus, claiming that Mr. Brima’s detention is unlawful.

The Special Court, created through an international agreement between the United Nations and Sierra Leone, is mandated to try those who bear “the greatest responsibility” for atrocities committed during the country’s civil war.

* * *

Iraq: humanitarian


23 July – In an effort to restore reproductive health services in Iraq, the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) has delivered a new shipment of emergency reproductive health supplies to key maternity hospitals and primary healthcare centres in Baghdad.


The shipment included much needed emergency obstetric care supplies, clean delivery equipment, contraceptives, syringes, essential drugs and other medical supplies sent by the UNFPA office in Iran, the agency said in a press release. 

The supplies were distributed among healthcare centres by UNFPA and the Iraqi Ministry of Health. Priority was given to healthcare facilities serving densely populated areas, those that were directly affected by the war, and others located in areas in need of immediate support.

Additional UNFPA shipments of reproductive health supplies are expected to arrive in Baghdad soon.

* * *

Kosovo

23 July – A second group of some 40 bodies exhumed from Batajnica, Serbia, and believed to be of missing Kosovo Albanians, were repatriated under United Nations auspices today.

The Office on Missing Persons and Forensics (OMPF) of the UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) arranged the transfer in cooperation with the UN Civilian Police Missing Persons Unit (MPU) and the Serbian authorities

All documentation – comprising lists, autopsy reports, death and identification certificates – will be checked before the mortal remains are handed over. The OMPF/MPU team will also confirm that the label codes of the bodies and clothing correspond to the lists provided by the Coordination Committee for Kosovo (CCK). 

After the verification procedure, the mortal remains will be transported to the mortuary for forensic inspections.

UNMIK said family members would be the first to be informed as soon as their loved ones are identified. The provenance of the victims shall not be disclosed to the public at the request of the family associations. 

The first group of bodies exhumed from Serbia were repatriated to Kosovo in early May.

* * *

Development Commission

23 July – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan is set to launch a high-level commission to analyze and evaluate key factors that inhibit the private sector from playing a stronger role in development.

“The Commission was created as a direct response to the growing notion that achievement of the Millennium Development Goals and the meeting of the challenges facing humanity can only occur if the private sector is involved,” Mr. Annan said of the panel to be launched Friday at UN Headquarters in New York.

“Its main purpose is to develop strategic recommendations on how to promote a strong, indigenous private sector in developing countries, and to initiate concrete programmes with the highest potential impact in private sector development,” added Mark Malloch Brown, Administrator of the UN Development Programme (UNDP) and convener of the Commission.

Co-chaired by Canada’s former Finance Minister, Paul Martin, and former Mexican President Ernesto Zedillo, the group of experts is expected to report to the Secretary-General by the end of the year with concrete policy recommendations for countries and multilateral development agencies, according UNDP.

Mr. Annan noted that the decision by such prominent persons to co-chair the Commission “sends an important signal of their recognition of the role that the private sector is playing as the key engine of growth in developing countries.”

The Commission includes top-ranking individuals from the private sector, political and academic spheres.

* * *

Africa

23 July – At least 25 million people in 23 countries in sub-Saharan Africa need emergency food aid because of civil strife, drought, internal displacement and economic disruption, according to a new report released by the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) today.

The countries affected are Angola, Burundi, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Republic of Congo, Côte d’Ivoire, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Guinea, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Madagascar, Mauritania, Mozambique, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sudan, Swaziland, Tanzania, Uganda and Zimbabwe.

In a regional breakdown, the report – “Food Supply Situation and Crop Prospects in Sub-Saharan Africa,” compiled by the Global Information and Early Warning System (GIEWS) – notes that in East Africa floods and droughts damaged crops, increasing the likelihood of serious localised food shortages. In Ethiopia, 12.5 million people are estimated to need food aid, 1.9 million in southern Sudan and 1.4 million in Eritrea.

Meanwhile southern Africa, despite better harvests, still requires a significant amount of food aid in the coming months, according to the report. The HIV/AIDS pandemic is a major compounding factor. In Zimbabwe, where the impact of a severe drought was compounded by social, economic and political problems, 5.5 million people – half the population – need emergency food aid. In Mozambique, the overall cereal harvest was good but some 950,000 people will require food assistance due to near-total failure of the maize crop. In Angola, food aid will continue to be required for 1.4 million people in 2003-2004.

In West Africa, food production continues to be disrupted by civil strife. In the Liberian capital of Monrovia, 200,000 refugees are dependent on food aid. Although overall security is improving in Côte d’Ivoire, the food situation remains critical with fighting in neighbouring Liberia creating a new refugee influx. Over 1 million people have been displaced. In drought-hit Mauritania, 420,000 people need assistance.

In Central Africa, civil strife also continues to undermine food security. In the Democratic Republic of the Congo, where inter-ethnic violence has killed hundreds of people and displaced thousands, some 483,000 people will receive emergency food assistance from the UN World Food Programme. In the Central African Republic, the food security situation is precarious and in Burundi and Rwanda, rains in late April and May improved crop conditions but there were also localized crop losses due to unfavourable weather.

* * *

China

23 July – A powerful earthquake that struck south-eastern China on Monday has affected close to 1 million people spread over 10 counties and resulted in an estimated $75 million in economic loss, the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) reported today.

At least 16 people were killed and nearly 400 injured when the temblor, measuring 6.0 on the Richter scale, hit Yunnan Province at 11:16 p.m. local time, destroying thousands of mud-brick houses while people were sleeping. More than 18,000 housing units have collapsed and 396 large animals were killed.

Landslides caused by the quake, heavy rain, the mountainous terrain as well as hundreds of aftershocks have seriously impeded rescue efforts, OCHA said. Relief supplies for victims in the most remote areas could only be delivered on food or on horseback, while food, tens and medicines were in short supply.

OCHA said it has not received any request from Beijing for international assistance. In the meantime, more than 2,000 soldiers, armed police and militia reserves arrived in the quake-zone to provide relief and help in the rescue effort. In addition, a 20-strong team of experts organized by the China Seismological Bureau travelled to the area to provide assistance. The provincial government has also sent two teams of officials and expert to assess the situation and to help organize rescue work.

* * *

Africa

23 July – Faltering global talks on farm trade reform and increased United States subsidies for its crop and dairy industries could impede Africa’s efforts to achieve the goals of reducing poverty and hunger set by the United Nations Millennium Summit of 2000, according to the latest report of the UN Economic Commission for Africa (ECA).

“Medium term prospects for Africa depend to a great extent on external developments,” ECA said today in a press release on the 2003 edition of the “Economic Report on Africa” (ERA 2003), its annual flagship publication to be launched on 30 July. The main theme this year is accelerating the pace of development, which examines how Africa can achieve growth rates necessary to attain the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) by 2015.

“Unfortunately for Africa, the World Trade Organization talks on farm trade reform – by far the most important issue in the Doha (Qatar) development round for Africa – appear to have faltered,” the ECA release added. “The US decision in May 2002 to introduce a six-year $51.7 billion farm bill increasing crop and dairy subsidies by 67 per cent will not help Africa’s prospects.” The report warns that the subsidy will reduce agricultural prices, making it difficult for small African countries to compete.

ERA 2003 finds Africa’s economic performance last year lacklustre, with growth slowing to 3.2 per cent in 2002 from an average 4.3 per cent in 2001. The slowdown reflected the weaker global economy, effects of low commodity prices in 2001, droughts in various parts of southern and eastern Africa, and political and armed conflicts, notably in Côte d’Ivoire, Zimbabwe, Madagascar and the Central African Republic.

But some well-managed reformers with a record of stability and good governance, like Uganda, Rwanda and Mozambique, managed to buck the trend with growth rates of 6.2 per cent, 9.9 per cent and 12 per cent, respectively.

The report includes in-depth analyses of seven African economies – Egypt, Gabon, Ghana, Mauritius, Mozambique, Rwanda and Uganda. The purpose of the country-specific chapters is to identify policies that provide the best stimulus for sustained growth and development.

The importance of fiscal discipline is demonstrated by Ghana’s economy, hobbled by massive public expenditure hikes during electoral cycles. Mozambique demonstrates the importance of implementing pro-poor policies in order to tackle deep pockets of poverty, since although the economy has grown by more than 10 per cent in the past few years, over 60 per cent of the population still live in poverty.

Countries where second generation reforms are entrenched, like Mauritius, have managed steady growth over long periods with lower poverty rates. These economies provide the best opportunities for the private entrepreneurs to flourish, while Egypt shows that public sector reforms need to focus on strengthening the sector’s ability to manage the economy, rather than concentrating on quantitative targets like overall wage bill and staffing levels.

* * *

Human rights

23 July – The history of the United Nations demonstrates that respect for human rights is essential for the prevention of conflicts and for socio-economic development, the UN’s Acting High Commissioner for Human Rights told the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) today during its annual meeting in Geneva.

“The times in which we live tell us that human rights are, and must be, the normative anchors of economic and social cooperation and of a globalizing world economy,” Bertrand Ramcharan said in presenting the agency’s report to ECOSOC.

Mr. Ramcharan said the achievement of higher standards of living, full employment, health, economic and social progress is inseparable from the universal respect for fundamental freedoms.

“It surely must be right to insist on the simple but powerful proposition that the aim of international economic and social cooperation, the aim of governance, is to uphold the core international human rights guarantees. Without sight of the human rights dimension the rest will ring hollow,” he stressed.

ECOSOC has a central role in promoting the vision of a world of peace and justice grounded in respect for human rights and in economic and social progress, Mr. Ramcharan noted. “This is why I appear before you today: with a call to human rights,” he added.

The UNHCR report provides information on developments in the human rights areas of particular interest to the ECOSOC. It concentrates on the human rights dimension of work on the UN Millennium Development Goals, poverty reduction, health, HIV/AIDS, education, food, housing, disability, trafficking in persons and globalization and trade.

* * *

ESCWA

23 July – The United Nations-backed Arab ministerial meeting is set to kick-off tomorrow in Beirut to clarify the position of regional countries on various trade issues in order for them to speak with a concerted voice during the World Trade Organization (WTO) conference to be held later in the year.

The UN Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) said the Ministers would also examine progress made in current negotiations with the WTO and issues of priority to Arab countries, including energy services.

ESCWA said it hoped the two-day Arab Ministerial Meeting will better prepare the region to participate in the Fifth Ministerial Conference of the WTO from 10 to 14 September in Cancun, Mexico. The WTO meeting aims to take stock of progress in negotiations and other work under the Doha Development Agenda.

* *** *

___________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General.

           Good afternoon.

           **Liberia

           Marc de Bernis, the United Nations Humanitarian Coordinator for Liberia, who was evacuated from that

     country’s capital on Monday along with the last United Nations international staff remaining in Monrovia, yesterday

     spoke to the press in neighbouring Sierra Leone and warned that more than a million people are now trying to survive in

     Monrovia under extremely difficult conditions.  He said that the extremely poor health and sanitation situation in the

     capital has led to recent outbreaks of cholera, measles and malaria, which could be further intensified if they are not

     contained immediately.  He also noted the urgent need to secure safe access by humanitarian workers to hundreds of

     thousands of people living outside Monrovia.

           The Humanitarian Coordinator said that, for now, local staff was carrying out United Nations humanitarian work

     in the capital.  We have a press release from Sierra Leone that includes a transcript of that briefing.

           The Office for the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), meanwhile, says that hundreds

     of Sierra Leonean refugees, desperate for food and pleading to be evacuated out of Liberia, have jammed the UNHCR

     compound in Monrovia, with more than 800 people in all at the compound.  By this morning, the compound had run out

     of food, and the situation there is extremely difficult.

           Also yesterday, in Dakar, Senegal, the Foreign Ministers of the Economic Community of West African States

     (ECOWAS) met to discuss ways of expediting the arrival of a vanguard force to Liberia.  The Secretary-General this

     week reiterated the need for the deployment of such a force without delay.

           **Sierra Leone Special Court

           The Special Court for Sierra Leone announced that, following a request filed last month by Prosecutor David

     Crane to the Swiss Government to block the account of indicted suspect President Charles Taylor of Liberia,

     Switzerland’s Justice Office announced today that around 2 million Swiss francs, equivalent to about 1.5 million United

     States dollars, have been frozen in accounts held by two persons associated with President Taylor.  The Office of the

     Prosecutor is pleased with the assistance received from the Swiss authorities.

           The Special Court yesterday denied a request by lawyers representing former Revolutionary United Front

     leader Foday Sankoh for a stay of proceedings in his trial, until the Court had completed a full psychiatric and

     physiological examination of him.

           The equipment necessary for the examination is not available in Sierra Leone, and a United Nations travel ban

     on Sankoh is still in place.  A psychiatrist who had made a preliminary examination of Sankoh in March described him

     as “catatonic”, but could not make a complete diagnosis as to whether the indicted suspect is competent to stand

     trial.

           Also yesterday, the Court denied a request by lawyers representing another suspect, Alex Brima, for bail, as

     well as a writ of habeas corpus claiming that Brima’s detention is unlawful.

           We have two press releases with details.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council began an open meeting to hear a briefing on the work of the Counter-Terrorism

     Committee, by the Committee’s Chair and current Security Council President, Ambassador Inocencio Arias of Spain.

           Arias told the Council that the Committee not only met its work program for the last three months, but, in

     some cases, had even gone beyond it.  The Council discussion is now going on, with 10 non-Council members

     inscribed to speak along with the Council members.

           **Kosovo

           The United Nations Mission in Kosovo announced that the mortal remains of some 40 people, whose bodies

     were exhumed in Batajnica, will be repatriated from Serbia proper to Kosovo today.  The bodies have been identified by

     DNA, and the remains will be ready for release to family members in Kosovo, once forensic inspections are complete. 

     We have a press release with more information on that.

           **United Nations Development Programme

           The high-level Commission on the Private Sector and Development is to be launched officially by the

     Secretary-General at Friday’s noon briefing here, and that Commission is to be co-chaired by Canada’s former Finance

     Minister, Paul Martin, and former Mexican President Ernesto Zedillo.

           The Secretary-General and United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) Administrator Mark Malloch

     Brown will introduce the co-chairs at noon in this room on Friday.  In a press release that the UNDP has put out, the

     Secretary-General says that the Commission has been created as a direct response to the growing notion that the

     Millennium Development Goals can be achieved only if the private sector is involved.

           **Food and Agriculture Organization

           In a report released today, the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) warned that 23 countries in

     sub-Saharan Africa are facing food emergencies caused mainly by continuous armed conflict, adverse weather

     conditions, HIV/AIDS and the internal displacement of people leaving rural areas.

           The report, “Food Supply Situation and Crop Prospects in Sub-Saharan Africa”, provides for an elaborate

     overview of the situation per country.  We have the press release if you’re interested.

           **Guest at Noon Tomorrow

           And finally, our guest at the noon briefing tomorrow will be Olara Otunnu, the Special Representative of the

     Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict.  And he’ll be here to talk about his recent visit to West Africa.

           That’s all I have for you.  Thank you very much.

                                              * *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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