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NOAA SCIENTIST RECEIVES PRESTIGIOUS AWARD FOR WORK ON OZONE HOLE

June 23, 2004 — Susan Solomon, a leading atmospheric scientist at the NOAA Aeronomy Laboratory in Boulder, Colo., was awarded the 2004 Blue Planet Prize for her pioneering work in identifying the mechanism that produces the Antarctic ozone hole and contributions towards the protection of the ozone layer. (Click NOAA image for larger view of Susan Solomon in her office in Boulder, Colo. Click here for high resolution, which is a large file. Please credit “NOAA.”)
The Blue Planet Prize is a prestigious international award that recognizes individuals and organizations that have made major contributions to solving global environmental problems. This year marks the 13th awarding of the Blue Planet Prize, which is sponsored by Japan’s Asahi Glass Foundation. The award carries a prize of fifty million yen, or about $460,000.

Solomon is the second NOAA scientist to receive the honor. In 1992, Syukuro Manabe, of the NOAA Geophysical Fluid Dynamics Laboratory in Princeton, N.J., was awarded the prize for his pioneering research for predicting climate change by numerical models and quantifying the effects of greenhouse gases.

“NOAA is fortunate to have such a dedicated scientist such as Susan Solomon whose work embodies the mission of the agency–to predict and protect the environment,” said retired Navy Vice Adm. Conrad C. Lautenbacher, Ph.D., under secretary of commerce for oceans and atmosphere and NOAA administrator. “Dr. Solomon’s research helps to advance the understanding of the Earth’s atmosphere so that we may take actions that will preserve it for the benefit of current and future generations.”

Solomon was the leading scientist in identifying the cause of the Antarctic ozone hole, an unexpected geophysical phenomenon that began in about the early 1980s. Solomon and her colleagues suggested that chemical reactions involving man-made chlorine interacting with icy clouds in the cold polar stratosphere could be responsible for the unprecedented losses of ozone during the Antarctic springtime. 


She then led two U.S. scientific expeditions to Antarctica in 1986 and 1987 that succeeded in providing key observations that supported her theory. In 1994, an Antarctic glacier was named in her honor in recognition of her discovery of the cause of the ozone hole, and in 1999 she received the U.S. National Medal of Science, the nation’s highest scientific honor. (Click NOAA image for larger view of Susan Solomon, and some new friends, on Antarctic expedition in 1987 near McMurdo Station. Please credit “NOAA.”)
Solomon’s recent work has included studies to unravel the connections between the severe ozone depletion in the Antarctic ozone layer and the climate at the Antarctic surface, as well as investigations of chemistry and climate processes.

Solomon’s research and insights have long been a scientific cornerstone of the United Nations Montreal Protocol, the international agreement to protect the stratospheric ozone layer. In that regard, she has been a leader in the Protocol’s scientific panel that communicates the evolving scientific understanding about the ozone layer to the more than 180 nations that have signed on to the Protocol. The Montreal Protocol agreement has successfully addressed the use of ozone depleting compounds, such as chlorofluorocarbons, or CFCs, throughout the world.

Solomon received her Ph.D. degree in chemistry from the University of California at Berkeley in 1981 and has been a research scientist at the NOAA Aeronomy Laboratory since that time. She is the recipient of many other honors and awards, including the Distinguished Presidential Rank Award; the Rossby Research Medal, the highest honor given by the American Meteorological Society; and the Montreal Protocol 10th Anniversary Award from the United Nations Environment Programme. She is a member of the U.S. National Academy of Sciences, a foreign member of the Academia Europaea and a foreign associate of the French Academy of Sciences. 

NOAA is dedicated to enhancing economic security and national safety through the prediction and research of weather and climate-related events and providing environmental stewardship of the nation’s coastal and marine resources. NOAA is part of the U.S. Department of Commerce.

ThisDayOnline

22 June 2003

Degrade Environment Today, Pay Dearly Tomorrow
In Nigeria, nobody seems to pay attention to the environment. The neglect of today may cost us dearly in future because it is the environment that supports life. Bennett Oghifo writes


Last week humanity commemorated this year's World Environment Day, which focused on the wisdom of protecting oceans and seas for man's survival, going by its theme: 'Wanted! seas and oceans - Dead or Alive?' This theme asks humanity to make a choice on how to treat the earth's seas and oceans. Do we want to keep seas and oceans healthy and alive or polluted and dead? It also calls for action from everybody, action that would alleviate poverty and enthrone peace. Just before noon, the Atlantic Ocean, as it does in other coastal towns, ebbs in Koko, a quiet port town and Nigeria's first wake-up call to the horrid global trade in toxic waste. When the sea ebbs in this peaceful settlement, it gives wicker carrying women and children enough time to wade through about a hundred metres of low-tide water trapping shrimps, crawfish, crabs, oyster, periwinkle, and other seafood. Doubts mount daily about their ability to have a fair catch as they scrap through the sea floor scooping debris into the traps, hoping too, that whatever got into the wicker was not a baby catch, a spectacle that has become something of a routine in recent times.

The same sad stories are told by the men whose search for fish is done off the Atlantic Coast and in the creeks of the oil rich Niger Delta that was once an aquatic sanctuary for fish and animal life. "Sometimes we spend about four days in the waters before we can catch one sizeable fish," said a local fisherman, as he prepares his net for another night out in the almost barren waters.

Over-fishing and pollution have worsened the situation so much so that fish breeding patterns have changed.

"Fishes have moved from the creeks to deep waters, where it is too dangerous for our canoes to go...we see big fishing boats, most of them manned by foreigners going away with big catch," said the local fishermen. And they watch in frustration and anger, which is usually transferred back home to break filial relationships and create unnecessary suspicion among friends and neighbouring communities.

The same story is told of the rivers and lakes in the Niger Delta that used to be home to a rich variety of seafood known technically as biodiversity. They are all 'dead', covered with thick film of crude oil introduced into the once clear water from unmaintained, old oil pipelines laid when the oil multinational companies first struck oil over three decades ago. There are recriminating tales of how the crude got into the water. There is talk of vandalism and of crude oil thieves, but a sure cause of water pollution in the region is the mindless stamping of footprints by all the big-time oil prospecting companies. If the nation's rivers, lakes, wetlands, aquifers, and coastal and ocean waters are protected then they will sustain fish, plants, and wildlife, as well as support recreational, subsistence, and economic activities. Watersheds and their aquatic ecosystems will be restored and protected to improve human health, enhance water quality, reduce flooding, and provide habitat for wildlife. Freshwater holes are not spared in this endless search for means of survival. The journey in search of freshwater takes locals far into the creeks and if the oasis falls into another tribes territory, then there is the problem of seeking permission to drink from it. If permission is not granted, then it becomes something to fight for. But sure enough, the oil workers come to 'site' complete with bottled fresh water and other life-styles that set the locals on edge and with little provocation they vent their anger and frustration on everybody and even on themselves.

In towns and cities, freshwater provision is in the hands of local vendors, and manufacturers of bottled and sachet water. The Federal Government is yet to articulate a policy on water quality and standards.

The nation is ravaged by water borne diseases because of an absence of standards. "We have to provide water first before talking about standards," a government official once said. 

The nation still lacks a Clean Water Act or a Strategic Plan to ensure that all Nigerians drink water that is clean and safe. Most of the nation's rivers, lakes and lagoons are too dirty for swimming, and are dying slowly from waste dump. A Clean Water Act will launch an all-out assault on water pollution, stipulate new controls over industrial discharges and encourage the Federal government to help cities build sewage treatment plants. 

Drinking water from public taps contain lead and it has been determined that children and pregnant women are most at risk of adverse health effects from lead in drinking water. 

In the United States, the District of Columbia Department of Health (DC DOH) recommends that people in homes with lead service lines, particularly children under six years old and women who are pregnant or breast feeding should not drink unfiltered tap water, nor should unfiltered water be used for preparation of infant formula or concentrated juices, until the concerns regarding the lead levels in the water have been resolved. 

There is a deliberate programme being implemented, which projects that by 2005, human health will be protected so that 95 percent of the population served by community water systems will receive water that meets health-based drinking water standards, consumption of contaminated fish and shellfish will be reduced, and exposure to microbial and other forms of contamination in waters used for recreation will be reduced. By 2005, there will also be an increase by 175 the number of watersheds where 80 per cent or more of assessed waters meet water quality standards, including standards that support healthy aquatic communities. (The 1998 baseline is 501 watersheds out of a national total of 2,262.) They hope to reduce pollutant loading from key point and non-point sources by at least 11 percent from 1992 levels. Air deposition of key pollutants will be reduced to 1990 levels. 

These days, fewer fishermen are in the creeks of the Niger Delta, and pollution is making it increasingly difficult for them to fish. A bulk of these fishermen are within the ageing population, people who can no longer move to the cities in search of a new vocation like the younger generation, which migrates daily trying to escape from the scourge of immeasurable wealth they do not possess. Faced with starvation and hopelessness, they become willing tools in the hands of and of mischief-makers who act angry at the devastation of the Niger Delta, and promise to assuage the people's nerves by pretending to develop the area using a poorly funded organ like the Niger Delta Development Commission (NDDC).

Like a rudderless ship, the NDDC has, for over four years, functioned without a blueprint to guide its activities and, as such, everybody gets rich from too much waste and leakage in the system. The commission could have used a blueprint submitted to the Federal Government in 1999 by the Niger Delta Environmental Survey (NDES), but then they contracted a German firm to produce a fresh document, which was submitted in April 2004, for review by stakeholders. 

The NDES master-plan is a thorough document produced with the use of top-of-the-range equipment through the assistance of the joint venture partners, which include the NNPC, Shell Petroleum Development Company, Chevron, Mobil, and the other big-names in the nation's oil industry. It is a document that encourages 'building within the terrain', incorporating basic necessities of life, particularly freshwater, hospitals, energy, and schools, among others. It also leaves room for bioremediation, that is, rejuvenation of contaminated fish and animal sanctuaries as well as farmlands. It is conceived to alleviate poverty.

The environment has within it ingredients to mollify poverty, but once disturbed, it withholds its soothing balm as witnessed by fishermen and farmers in other parts of the country where there is free use of dynamite and chemicals in fishing and crop farming.

The nation's market shelves are decorated with banned chemicals, in disregard of global treaty on banned substances to which Nigeria is a signatory. For instance, the Stockholm Convention for the elimination of 12 hazardous chemicals known as Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) because of their characteristics of remaining in the atmosphere and in human and animals for a long time, entered into force on May 17. That signalled the start of an ambitious international effort to rid the world of these chemicals, which are mainly highly dangerous pesticide and PCBs, or polychlorinated biphenyl's, a class of synthetic organic chemicals that are amongst the most widespread of all environmental pollutants, found world-wide in air, water, soil, food - and the fatty tissues of humans and animals, still being used in the country. 

Of all the pollutants released into the environment every year by human activity, POPs are among the most dangerous. For decades, they have killed and made people and animal sick by causing cancer and damaging the nervous, reproductive and immune systems and have caused uncounted birth defects.

Unfortunately, the Convention allows Nigeria and other countries in malaria regions to continue to use DDT to protect their citizens from malaria, a major killer in many tropical regions, until they are assisted to replace it with increasingly safe and effective alternatives. 

At Nnobi, a sleepy town in Anambra State, as in most towns in the Eastern part of the country, erosion induced gashes has separated buildings, even those within a cluster of buildings called compound. It is not uncommon to sight buildings hanging on a precipice, forcing the formal occupants to move house.

Meanwhile, the desert inches its way Southwards from the North unchecked, because politicians lack the will to attack the problem with the seriousness it deserves. Trees for use as shelterbelt are still in the nursery where they have been since President

Olusegun Obasanjo launched the ShelterBelt Programme in 2001. The situation is becoming desperate, because of loss of farmland, waterholes for both man and animals and by extension, loss of means of making honest livelihood. Cattle now graze in the South as grassland shrinks daily. These deprivations create communal tensions, which manifest as tribal or religious conflicts with consequences like the raging battle in Warri and the state of emergency imposed by President Obasanjo in Plateau State. These conflicts worsen poverty problems, and, worst still, drain the nations lean resources. 

The Federal Ministry of Environment, which ought to be at the fore of resolving these environmental problems does not seem to understand its brief and lacks the humility to ask questions or learn from best practices elsewhere. The Environment Ministry alone should not take the blame, even though the environment is its primary tuff, since tackling the problems of the environment would require broad spectrum collaboration by all stakeholders. This synergy was initiated by the Ministry of Environment in 2002 with the signing of an inter-ministerial agreement designed to effect collaboration, but which unfortunately ended with the signing of a memorandum of understanding document. 

ENS

23 June 2004

Nuclear Waste Piling Up at Russia's Overloaded Facilities 
MOSCOW, Russia, June 23, 2004 (ENS) - The Russian government's three year old program to enter the nuclear waste reprocessing business is failing to attract customers, but even so, the country's inadequate storage and reprocessing facilities cannot handle the radioactive waste that is being sent there, according to new research by the anti-nuclear organization Ecodefense. 

At a time when the G8 and the United States want to stop the spread of uranium and plutonium, Russia plans to produce more of these materials, say the report's authors Vladimir Slivyak and Alisa Nikoulina. Making clear their opposition to the Russian import of other countries' nuclear fuel, the authors say Russian policy is, in fact, the reprocessing of imported nuclear waste, and the extraction of plutonium from it. 

President Vladimir Putin signed three laws to allow spent fuel imports into Russia in the spring of 2001, over the opposition of the vast majority of Russian citizens, according to ROMIR Research Group, an independent Russian public opinion and market research agency affiliated with the U.S. based Gallup Group. 

According to 2001 public opinion polls, 93 percent of Russian citizens opposed the import of spent nuclear fuel. 

Spent nuclear fuel in the water pool storage at Krasnoyarsk-26 (Photo by Nils Bøhmer courtesy Bellona)
A poll in 2002 found that about 90 percent of Russians fear nuclear energy. In 2002, on the 16th anniversary of the explosion and fire at the Chernobyl nuclear reactor, protest actions against importing spent nuclear fuel were held in 82 Russian cities. 

In 2001, the Russian Ministry for Atomic Power, Minatom, claimed the waste import plan would be a good business move for Russia and estimated it would bring in US$20 billion in business over the next 10 years. 

"According to these calculations," the Ecodefense report states, "the first two years of import should have made profit of about $4 billion. However, in 2001-2003 Minatom earned on operations with foreign spent nuclear fuel only $100 million, which is 40 times less than estimated." 

Minatom has only those clients whom it had had before the legislation was changed, while negotiations aimed at attracting new clients have been unsuccessful. Russia's biggest nuclear waste client, Ukraine, is now organizing spent nuclear fuel storage on its own territory and may stop sending its spent fuel to Russia as soon as in 2005. 

The report stresses that Russian nuclear waste facilities are in poor condition and that the transportation of spent nuclear fuel involves high risks for the countries on the route. The two major facilities working with spent nuclear fuel - Mayak and Krasnoyarsk-26 - are economically ineffective and, far from standing on their own economically, are 50 percent subsidized by the government. 

Mayak, near Ozersk City in Russia's Chelyabinsk region, is the country's only spent nuclear fuel reprocessing facility, while Krasnoyarsk-26, in Zheleznogorsk, stores spent fuel but does not reprocess it. 
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Russian nuclear warheads are reprocessed at Mayak as well as spent nuclear fuel. Here, highly enriched uranium (HEU) warhead components are machined into metal shavings. The shavings are heated and converted to an HEU oxide on their way to becoming reactor fuel. (Photo courtesy NNSA)
The Russian nuclear industry has space enough to store 2,000 to 2,500 metric tonnes of spent nuclear fuel, Slivyak and Nikoulina say, which is not enough to provide for even a single large international contract, given that Russian spent nuclear fuel must also be stored at Mayak and Krasnoyarsk-26. 

Still, Ada Amon, director of the Hungarian NGO Energy Club, points out that on April 30, the day before Hungary became a full member of the European Union, the Hungarian government announced that an agreement had been signed with Russia that allows Hungary to transport to and store spent nuclear fuel in Russian facilities. 

"This is a clear manifestation of the hypocrisy around any nuclear issue and also demonstrates the so-called openness of the nuclear industry as well as the respective governments to any real public discussion on the problems connected to nuclear waste does not exist," said Amon, who is in Budapest for the Fourth Ministerial Conference on Environment and Health opening today. 

The Hungarian nuclear waste would be transported by train to the Mayak complex. In 1997, Minatom signed a contract to import 3,500 spent nuclear fuel assemblies from Hungary, though later the Russian Supreme Court nullified the deal. Nevertheless, Hungarian nuclear waste is still stored at Mayak awaiting final disposal, Slivyak and Nikoulina explain. 

Security around Russian nuclear waste facilities is very low, they warn. Any country sending nuclear waste to Russia must understand that there is a high risk that the waste might end up in the hands of terrorists and could be used for weapons of mass destruction. Also, the transport of spent nuclear fuel is vulnerable to terrorist attack, say Slivyak and Nikoulina. 

"The transport of spent nuclear fuel - which also contains plutonium - should be halted," Slivyak says, and "the export of EU nuclear waste to Russia should not even be considered." 

But European nuclear waste is being imported. Slivyak and Nikoulina cite the comments of a Bulgarian governmental official to the weekly "Rusenergy" in 2002 that they say provide grounds to believe that Bulgaria's nuclear cooperation with Russia is based on the intention to get rid of as much of spent nuclear fuel as possible at the least cost before Bulgaria joins the EU, which could take place as early as 2007. 

Since the laws permitting import of spent nuclear fuel came into effect in June 2001, about 10 trains carrying spent nuclear fuel have arrived in Russia from Ukraine and Bulgaria. 

Soon after the Russian legislation was passed, Bulgaria sent its first spent fuel shipment. It roused protests in Ukraine and Russia with demonstrations in seven cities along the Trans-Siberian Railway. In the end of November 2001, 41 metric tons of spent nuclear fuel from the Bulgarian Kozloduy nuclear power plant was transported to Krasnoyarsk-26. 

Bulgarian and Ukranian spent nuclear fuel was delivered to Krasnoyarsk-26 several times in 2002, says the Ecodefense report. 

In June-July 2003, the transport of about 20 tons of Bulgarian spent nuclear fuel to the Mayak nuclear complex took place. In mid-June the ship caryying this nuclear cargo got stuck at the Danube River due to navigation problems, but by the end of July, the waste did arrive at Mayak. 
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Russia's top nuclear administrator Director Alexander Rumyantsev of the Russian Federal Agency for Atomic Energy (Photo courtesy Kurchatov Institute)
In addition, small consignments of nuclear materials from the research reactors of Romania and Yugoslavia have been imported to Russia on a non-commercial basis under a joint program with the United States to keep research reactor fuel out of terrorist hands by repatriating it to Russia. 

Under a new U.S.-Russia agreement, more than a dozen countries will be eligible to receive financial and technical assistance from the United States to ship their fresh and spent research reactor fuel - originally obtained from Russia or the Soviet Union - back to Russia for safekeeping and reprocessing into safer materials. 

An agreement for the fuel repatriation program was signed by U.S. Energy Secretary Spencer Abraham and Director Alexander Rumyantsev of the Russian Federal Agency for Atomic Energy May 27 in Moscow. It is part of the Global Threat Reduction Initiative announced by Abraham the day before at the International Atomic Energy Agency in Vienna which aims to keep weapons grade nuclear materials out of terrorist hands. 

[image: image6.jpg]


America's top nuclear administrator Energy Secretary Spencer Abraham (Photo by Jack Dempsey courtesy U.S. National Renewable Energy Lab)
"With today's agreement, we are moving forward to complete the important work of repatriating fresh and spent HEU [highly enriched uranium] fuel, which will reduce the threat of terrorism and prevent the proliferation of weapons-grade uranium," Abraham said. 

More than 20 research reactors in 17 countries have been identified as having Russian/Soviet-supplied fuel, according to the U.S. Energy Department. This new initiative builds on existing U.S. nonproliferation efforts to minimize and eventually eliminate reliance on HEU in the civilian fuel cycle, including converting research and test reactors from the use of HEU to the use of safer low-enriched uranium (LEU) fuels, Abraham said. 

But Slivyak and Nikoulina point out that this nuclear deal covers fresh as well as spent nuclear fuel, which is the only material permitted for import under the new Russian law. 

Another difficulty with the plan to repatriate the research reactor fuel is that the Russian nuclear industry is in fact focusing on storage, not on reprocessing, they say. 

Yet within Russia, Minatom presents its plans as targeted exclusively towards reprocessing and a future plutonium based economy. "Launching of a new spent nuclear fuel reprocessing plant is impossible at least until 2020, while the old one lacks capacity and urgently needs large investments," Slivyak and Nikoulina write. 

They cite the publicly stated opinion of Mayak's own management officials that conditions at the Mayak facility are inadequate. "The facility needs nearly US$600 million for reconstruction and has no plan for obtaining that sum," write Slivyak and Nikoulina. "A radioactive waste vitrificating facility at Mayak works with long interruptions which increases the already serious problem of radioactive waste accumulated at the facility." 

In the beginning of 2003, for the first time in Russian history, spent nuclear fuel reprocessing was suspended at Mayak because the government revoked its license for violations of nuclear regulations. 

But in spite of the fact that Mayak failed to eliminate the violations that caused revocation of its license, in March 2003 Gosatomnadzor, the Russian Federal Inspectorate for Nuclear and Radiation Safety, reinstated Mayak’s license under the governmental pressure, Slivyak and Nikoulina report. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ ROAP Media Update – 23 June 2004

UN or UNEP in the news


Bayer promotes project for younger genre with UNEP 
Business Line, India, June 22, 2004 - NEW YORK: Bayer, a leading pharmaceutical company, has signed an agreement with the United Nations Environment Programme(UNEP) to promote environment project for young people around the world, Chairman and CEO of Bayer Corporation, Mr Attila Molnar has announced. 
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/businessline/blnus/02221506.htm 


General Environment News


Haze may force schools to close
New Straits Times, Malaysia, June 23, 2004 - The haze worsened in parts of Peninsular Malaysia today, the result of more open burning in Sumatra.
Little immediate relief is in sight, as more than 250 "hot spots" were detected on the Indonesian island in satellite images today, up from 84 yesterday.
If there is any further deterioration in the air quality, the Education Ministry will consider closing some schools.
http://www.emedia.com.my/Current_News/NST/Wednesday/Frontpage/20040623075325/Article/indexb_html 


Sewage plan ‘not enough’
Bangkok Post, June 23, 2004 (Hong Kong, AFP) -  A multi-billion dollar sewage plan to help clean up Hong Kong’s polluted harbour was panned by green groups yester day as doing too little to ease the chronic effluent problem in its waters.
Hong Kong dumps 1.85 million cubic metres of sewage into the famous harbour every day, a quarter of it untreated.
…The government proposes to build an HK$8.4 billion network ofdeep tunnels to collect all the city’s waste and treat it at one plant. ….

________________________________________________________________________________________ __ 

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon,
** Guest
Our guest today is Palitha Kohona, Chief of the Treaty Section in the Office of Legal Affairs here at the UN, who will launch the book Focus 2004:  Treaties on the Protection of Civilians.  That book has been co-published with the Department of Political Affairs in time for a treaty event that will take place during the general debate here in September.
**Secretary-General Condemns Murder of Korean Hostage in Iraq
The Secretary-General was appalled by the murder yesterday of Mr. Kim Sun-Il, who was taken hostage in Iraq on the 17th of this month.  In a statement we issued yesterday afternoon, the Secretary-General condemned in the strongest terms “this heartless crime, which no political or other cause can justify”, he said.
He extended his sincere condolences to the family of Mr. Kim Sun-Il and the Government of the Republic of Korea.  He reiterated his appeal for the immediate and safe release of all hostages being held in Iraq. 
Also yesterday, Philippine Foreign Minister Delia Domingo Albert, in her capacity as President of the Security Council, also condemned the killing.  She said that, in the face of such evil, the world must stand united against the scourge of international terrorism that continues to plague our global community.
**Security Council
Security Council members held this morning an open meeting for their periodic briefing on the situation in the Middle East.
Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs Kieran Prendergast said events in the past month showed yet again how desperately the people of the Middle East need a political solution to their long conflict.  Force, Mr. Prendergast said, will achieve neither a viable and independent PalestinianState nor a secure and recognized Israel.
He encouraged the parties, the region and the wider international community to play its part.  On the planned Israeli withdrawal from Gaza, Mr. Prendergast stressed that involvement of the international community will be crucial to an effective handover -- in terms of significant donor support for the Palestinians as well as in the political and the security aspects.  This could make the difference between success and failure, he said.  
In conclusion, he said that to choose the rocky road to peace is to take the difficult road, the road less travelled.  But the alternative is a continued long, slow, inevitable descent into a landscape full of violence, hatred and bloodshed.
We have the full text of his remarks upstairs. 
Immediately following that open briefing, Council members moved into closed consultations to continue their discussion on the Middle East.  And also on their agenda are consultations regarding a discussion on the latest US draft resolution concerning exemptions from the jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court (ICC).
**Security Council Presidential Statement on DR of CONGO
Yesterday afternoon, the Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping, Jean-Marie Guéhenno, briefed the Security Council on recent political and military developments in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC).
Following the consultations, the Security Council issued a presidential statement in which Council members reiterated their grave concern at the continued violence and instability in the DRC, and urged all parties to remain committed to the peace process and to respect the Government of National Unity and Transition. 
The Council also urged neighbouring States not to interfere in the DRC, and specifically urged Rwanda not to support armed groups led by Laurent Nkunda or Jules Mutebutsi. 
In addition, the statement asked the Secretary-General to determine the need for a possible rapid reaction capability for the UN mission in the DRC.  Regarding the deaths of civilians and human rights abuses in the eastern part of the country, the Security Council stated that those incidents be fully investigated and those responsible be held to account.
Also related to the situation in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court (ICC), Luis Moreno-Ocampo, has confirmed his decision to start investigations into grave human rights abuses allegedly committed in the DRC since the 1st of July, 2002.  We have a press release from the ICC on that.
**Security Council Mission in West Africa
The Security Council mission to West Africa is in Côte d’Ivoire today.  Earlier today the ambassadors held separate meetings with President Laurent Gbagbo and the Prime Minister. 
In speaking to the press afterwards, on behalf of the Security Council, French Ambassador Jean-Marc de la Sablière said that they discussed the issues that are preventing the application of the Linas-Marcoussis accord and the process of national reconciliation. 
He added that the UN had lived up to its commitment by sending in peacekeepers to Côte d’Ivoire.  It is now up to the various Ivorian parties to live up to their commitments.  We have the full text of his statement available upstairs.
**Sudan - Update
United Nations and NGO staff on the ground in Darfur, Sudan, report continuing attacks on villages in south Darfur, where Janjaweed militias attacked, looted and burnt six villages on Monday, reportedly killing six civilians.
Army and police elements in the area did not intervene to prevent the attacks and other reports of banditry and acts of violence continue to be received, including in north and west Darfur.  There is also increasing concern about the safety of humanitarian workers there.
Despite this uncertain security environment, the aid community in Darfur continues to focus on preparing for possibly reduced access during the rainy season, which has already begun.  Aid groups have been pre-positioning food, non-food and shelter items.  The groups also stress that it is necessary to organize and assist camps that have sprung up, especially with aid in the form of clean water and sanitation.
**Burundi
The Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) warns that food shortages could begin in Burundi in August, which could last up to five months.  According to an alert system that brings together UN agencies, the Burundi Government and non-governmental organizations (NGOs), shortages have resulted from the early arrival of the dry season and a subsequent sharp drop in bean production.
UNICEF’s nutritional surveys, conducted this year, indicate that in the north-eastern provinces of Ngozi, Kayanza and Bubanza, prevalence rates for acute malnutrition in children from six months to five years have reached 
10 per cent.  Chronic malnutrition within the same group has reached 
61 per cent. 
**Diplomatic Quartet on Middle East
Tomorrow, the UN Middle East Envoy Terje Roed-Larsen will join envoys from the United States, the European Union and Russia for a meeting of the Middle East Quartet in Taba, Egypt.  The envoys are expected to discuss their action plan and other steps to be taken in support of the Egyptian initiative, which calls for, among other projects, the training of Palestinian security forces. 
Meanwhile today, Mr. Roed-Larsen met with Egyptian presidential envoy, Omar Suleiman, at the start of his mission to Israel and the Palestinian territories.  Mr. Roed-Larsen and Mr. Suleiman discussed ways to enable the parties, Israelis and Palestinians, to seize the current opportunity and turn the Israeli withdrawal initiative into a new beginning of the peace process.
**Afghanistan
Jean Arnault, head of the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA), today participated in a launch, with the Afghan Independent Human Rights Commission, of an exercise to ensure that freedom of organization, freedom of movement and freedom of opinion are upheld as the country prepares for elections.
Mr. Arnault said the verification exercise would help the Afghan Government to identify where the problems are in implementing those freedoms, who is behind them and how they should be corrected.  We have a press release with more details on that.
**Global Compact
The Under-Secretary-General for Management, Catherine Bertini, today announced that she has initiated a project to integrate the principles of the Global Compact into the UN’s internal operations.
The Secretary-General had asked Ms. Bertini to make the UN a “leading example of responsible corporate citizenship” in its administrative policies.  She has organized specialized working groups within the UN system to ensure that the Global Compact’s nine human rights, labour and environmental principles are explicitly integrated into UN administrative practice.
Ms. Bertini will be among the participants tomorrow at the Global Compact Leaders Summit, which takes place here at UN Headquarters.  That Summit, which will be opened by the Secretary-General, will bring together representatives from government, business and civil society to take stock of the Global Compact and chart its future course.
We have more information on the Global Compact’s website -- www.unglobalcompact.org.
**Secretary-General Addresses International Law Forum
The Secretary-General has called on States to unite in defence of the principles of the UN Charter and international law, while working to find ways to make the UN more effective in producing collective responses to the threats of our age.
The Secretary-General made the comment in a message to the Third Forum for Debate on "The Role of the UN in the 21st Century and the Primacy of International Law", in Salamanca, Spain, today.  That message was delivered by his Special Adviser, Alvaro de Soto.
The Secretary-General also said that the existing institutions to enforce the law the must be strengthened, and that’s why the establishment of the International Criminal Court (ICC) is a landmark in efforts to build peace and respect for human rights.  We have copies of that message upstairs.
**Secretary-General Addresses Stuyvesant High’s 100th Graduating Class
The Secretary-General this morning addressed the 100th graduation of New York’s StuyvesantHigh School, where he said there can be no nobler face that any country could show to the world than that school’s multicultural student body.
**WHO Issues Guidelines for Consumer Use of Alternative Medicines
Alternative medicines remain largely unregulated, and as a consequence, consumers need to be informed and given the tools to access safe and effective treatment. 

It’s for this reason that the World Health Organization (WHO) has released a new set of guidelines for national health authorities to develop reliable information for consumer use of these medicines. 

WHO says that as their use increases, so do reports of adverse reactions. 

For example:  in China, a country where traditional treatments are widely used, there were almost 10,000 known reported cases of adverse drug reactions in 2002 alone -- up from 4,000 between 1990 and 1999.  We have more in a press release.

**I’ve been told that the Security Council consultations have now ended. 

**Reminder
A reminder, Ireland’s Foreign Minister, Brian Cowen, will be taking your questions at the Security Council stakeout.  We think that will be at around 12:45 p.m. He is currently meeting with the Secretary-General.
And although yesterday we said that at 12:45 p.m., General Gunther Greindl, Chairman of the Steering Committee of the Standby Force High Readiness Brigade (SHIRBRIG) would brief you on the Committee’s latest discussions, the General has agreed to wait until after the Irish Foreign Minister finishes at the stakeout and he will then brief you here in Room 226.

**Press Conferences
Several press conferences tomorrow -- five in fact.  The first is at 10 a.m., where Mario Baccini, the Italian Deputy Foreign Minister, and Juan Somavia, Director-General of the International Labour Organization (ILO), will brief you on “Sustainable development through the Global Compact”.  All of these press conferences are Global Compact-related.

Then at 10:45 a.m., there will be a high-level panel with representatives from business, labour and civil society to brief you in the Global Compact leaders Summit.  We have a list of the participants available in my Office.

At 11:15 a.m., participants from the Summit and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) will be here to brief you on ground-breaking initiatives involving financial institutions and stock exchanges.  And the list of those participants is also available upstairs.

At 2 p.m. -- and this is not Global Compact-related -- the President-Elect of the Dominican Republic, Dr. Leonel Fernandez, will be here to speak to you.

And then at 3:15 p.m., again participants from the Global Compact Summit will be here to talk to you about the global fight against corruption.  It’ll be a big Global Compact day tomorrow.

That’s all I have.  Are there any questions before we bring up Mr. Kohona?

**Questions and Answers
Question: Fred, we know that the Secretary-General has expressed opposition to the continuance of UN peacekeepers exemption [from prosecution] by the ICC.  Does he have any reaction to the latest US proposal for what I guess would be a final one year extension?  

Spokesman’s response: No he does not.  As you know, he usually refrains from commenting on matters under discussion or debate in the Security Council. In this case he made an exception because he felt a very important principle was at issue.  But he will not comment as the debate goes forward.  They know where he stands. 

Very good.  Palith, why don’t you come up?

* *** *
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� HYPERLINK  \l "Ozone" ��NOAA scientist receives prestigious award for work on ozone hole�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Environment" ��ThisDayOnline  - Degrade Environment Today, Pay Dearly Tomorrow�
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