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Indonesia's timely decision to phase out leaded gasoline 

Rob de Jong, Nairobi, Kenya
The United Nations Environment Programme is spearheading a partnership to promote clean fuels and vehicles; this seventy-strong partnership is composed of governments, the private sector, intergovernmental and nongovernmental organizations. We would like to congratulate the Indonesian government and support its recent decision to phase-out leaded gasoline nationwide.

We would also like to clarify some of the issues surrounding lead-phase out. 

Lead has traditionally been added to fuel as an "anti-knocking" agent to enhance smoother engine operation through an increase of the fuel's octane rating. However, research into various vehicle models and types have proven that they can all run perfectly well without lead as an additive in gasoline and operate without any problems. 

Claims of engine wear and other problems (such as Valve Seat Recession) from the use of unleaded gasoline have been investigated and have found to be a non-issue; on the contrary, these modern unleaded fuels are better for your engine as they don't deposit lead on the various engine parts and so save on maintenance costs (a less frequent need to change spark plugs is an example of this). 

When using leaded gasoline, a vehicle emits small lead particles into the air from its exhaust; thus lead can enter the respiratory system and also settle on grown produce that when ingested, finds its way into the human system. Data on the toxic effects of lead on health and the environment is overwhelming and readily available; these include reduced brain development in children and irreversible damage to the kidney and liver, often resulting in the failure of the organ, in adults. 

In the nineteen-seventies, the hazardous impacts of lead on health and the environment emerged and were more fully understood; developed countries incorporated legislation to ban its use as a fuel additive, a case in point is the United States with the incorporation of the 1970 Clean Air Act. 

However, as one of the first countries to undertake and pioneer this change, this process took a long time because of court cases, legislation and further studies into the issue; the U.S. experience showed that there were no major constraints in using unleaded fuel. 

In the developing world today, countries have the option of going unleaded overnight if they so choose as unleaded gasoline accounts for 90 percent of the total gasoline sold worldwide and is available for shipping to any destination at a lower price than leaded fuel. 

In some developing countries that refine their own fuel, experience has shown that simple measures can be taken to ensure that lead is not necessary as an additive in gasoline refining. The World Bank, UNEP and OECD estimate that the additional cost per liter of unleaded fuel in these older refineries is no more than 1 to 2 U.S. cents; this processing cost is almost independent of the price of oil. 

The air pollution problems in Asian cities are well known and documented, it is believed that the majority of Asian cities don't have an acceptable level of outdoor air quality. The WHO estimates that 4-8 percent of deaths in the Asia and the Pacific region are attributed to air pollution, this translates to some 487,000 people annually. 

India for example spends US$100 billion a year on treatment of diseases caused by air pollution; the cost of air pollution in China is estimated at 7 percent of Gross domestic product and is estimated to grow to 13 percent of GDP by 2020. While there are many sources that contribute to air pollution in cities, the main contributor is the motor vehicle. There are technologies used worldwide to reduce the emissions of vehicles; the catalytic converter can reduce these emissions that include carbon monoxide, nitrogen oxides and unburnt hydrocarbons by some 90 percent. 

However, to be able to use the catalytic converter which is now standard equipment on most motor vehicles, one needs unleaded fuel as lead breaks down the catalytic converter. So, in effect, the removal of lead is not only of benefit because of the toxic qualities of lead, but unleaded gasoline would allow for the use of catalytic converters in vehicles which would in turn result in a drastic improvement of overall air quality in cities and towns. 

There are many benefits of changing to unleaded fuel. To illustrate the economic and environmental benefits of going unleaded, the World Bank studied the case of the United States: It was found that for every $1 invested in the phase-out effort, $10 was saved in medical costs and resulted in increased productivity and environmental health. In this light, there are no economic justifications for a delay in the phase-out of lead in gasoline. 

At present, 90 percent of the world is unleaded, the remaining developed and developing countries are making great efforts to phase-out leaded gasoline. Indonesia is one of the last countries in Asia to still use leaded gasoline. 

In fact, apart from a fast declining number of countries in Africa & the Middle East, there are no more than a handful of other nations worldwide that use leaded fuel, and for good reason. 

Countries have found that switching to unleaded fuel has been problem-free and beneficial. It will just be a matter of time before leaded fuel will become unavailable on the world market. All these facts distillate to one overall conclusion: There is an urgent need to phase-our leaded fuel in Indonesia because of economic, technical and environmental reasons. 

The writer is staff expert at United Nations Environment Programme/Clearing House of the Partnership for Clean Fuels and Vehicles. This view is personal. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

IPS

DEVELOPMENT:
Global Food Prices a Warning Beacon
Tierramérica Editor's Desk* 

MONTERREY, Mexico, Nov 23 (IPS) - Global demand for food will grow an estimated 60 percent by 2030 and, unless urgent action is taken, the crisis in the farming sector will push the world economy to the edge, warned experts from 60 countries gathered in the northern Mexican city of Monterrey. 

According to United Nations projections, there will be some 78 million people added to the global population each year. ''It is not a trivial issue. We are talking about adding an equivalent of 2.5 Canadas each year. How will we possibly feed them?'' asks Lester Brown, a U.S. activist and one of the standout voices in the global environmental debate. 

''The current world grain stocks are the lowest in 30 years. Continued expansion of food production faces two big threats: falling water tables and rising temperatures,'' said Brown, founder of the Earth Policy Institute and the Worldwatch Institute, two major environmental think-tanks in the United States. 

Within the next few years, said the expert, rising food prices may be the first global economic indicator to signal serious trouble in the relationship between the world's 6.3 billion people and the Earth's natural systems and resources on which we depend. 

The author of ''Plan B: Rescuing a Planet Under Stress and a Civilisation in Trouble'', participated Nov. 15-16 in Monterrey in the eighth High-Level Seminar on Sustainable Consumption and Production, organised by the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP). 

In the final declaration, the ''Monterrey Initiative'', the group of experts call for implementing clean consumption and production strategies in the agricultural sector to promote the sustainable use of resources, like water, land and energy. 

According to a report by Garrete Clark and Charles Arden-Clarke, of UNEP's Division of Technology, Industry and Economics, 26 percent of the planet's land surface has been converted into farmland and pasture since the 1970s, causing contamination, loss of biodiversity, depletion of aquifers and the deterioration of quality of life for millions of small farmers. 

Small-scale farming employs at least a billion people in Latin America, the Caribbean, Southeast Asia and Africa. 

Farming, say the UNEP specialists, is the world's leading consumer of freshwater, and the groundwater tables are on the decline in the three leading grain-producing nations: India, China and the United States. 

''Water resources depletion is a more important issue than oil scarcity. We lived millions of years without oil, we can only live days without water,'' warns Brown. 

Meanwhile, increasing average temperatures, which according to scientific consensus rose 0.7 degrees centigrade in the last quarter century because of the greenhouse effect, also exerts negative pressure on crops and food security. 

The demand of China alone -- where food production fell 70 million tons in 2003 -- would drive up global food prices, he said. 

International prices for wheat flour this year increased 38 percent, maize 36 percent and rice 39 percent. 

''Some 840 million people worldwide suffer hunger, and their subsistence is critical for the sustainable management of natural resource,'' said UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer. 

The countries of the developing South ''have a comparative trade advantage in the agricultural sector that, if exploited in a sustainable way, could provide a clear route to development,'' he said. 

The Monterrey Initiative also urges government to take concrete steps towards clean production and sustainable consumption in the areas of water, energy and natural resources, technology and manufacturing. 

''We believe sustainable consumption and production are basic tools for achieving the Millennium Development Goals, particularly those related to eradicating extreme poverty and hunger to ensure environmental sustainability,'' said the document drafted by the experts at the Monterrey seminar. 

(*Originally published Nov. 20 by Latin American newspapers that are part of the Tierramérica network. Tierramérica is a specialised news service produced by IPS with the backing of the United Nations Development Programme and the United Nations Environment Programme.)
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Enhanced Analytics Initiative Offers Sell-Side Analysts Cash to Cover Intangibles 
    by William Baue 

A group of European institutional investors launched EAI to encourage mainstream investment analysts to include issues such as corporate governance and climate change in their research. 
SocialFunds.com -- While many in the sustainable and responsible investment camp understand that extra-financial and intangible issues impact long-term corporate performance, mainstream investment analysts tend to focus on short-term issues such as quarterly earnings. So how do sustainability investors convince sell-side analysts to include intangibles such as corporate governance, climate risk mitigation, and human rights protections, in their research and recommendations? The simple answer is: offer cash on the barrelhead. 

EAIA group of European institutional investors have done just this by launching the Enhanced Analytics Initiative (), to entice sell-side analysts to cover intangibles by allocating five percent of their broker commissions for such research. 

"The founding members recognized that there was a chicken and egg situation: sell-side analysts currently do not routinely provide analysis of extra-financial issues in their reports and their clients, the fund managers, do not ask for it," said David Russell, responsible investment for UK-based EAI founding member Universities Superannuation Scheme (USS). "The fund managers do not ask for it [because] they are often unaware of the implications that these issues could have on the companies in which they invest." 

"By providing the financial and business case for the sell side to incorporate these issues, the EAI will break this negative cycle," Mr. Russell told SocialFunds.com. 

Other founding members include France-based BNP Paribas Asset Management and AGF Asset Management, Germany-based Deutscher Investment Trust (dit) and dresdnerbank investment management (dbi), Netherlands-based PGGM, and UK-based RCM and Generation Investment Management. Altogether, the founding members manage some €364 billion in assets, and estimate that five percent of their brokerage commissions will amount to approximately €4.5 million. 

Why five percent--why not three or seven percent? 

After consulting with several brokers and discussing the issue amongst themselves, the founding members determined that allocating five percent of broker commissions sends a meaningful signal and provides a real short-term business reason for adapting to a new client demand. Furthermore, a five percent commitment provides enough compensation to justify an allocation of sufficient human resources and management time on a permanent basis. 

Why sell-side analysts? 

"The sell side is a key information conduit between fund managers and companies," Mr. Russell explained "Fund managers often rely heavily on their research into past corporate performance and predictions for likely future performance, prior to investment decisions being taken." 

"EAI members concluded that, as investors who want to see more extra-financial and intangibles analysis in the reports we receive, the most appropriate way to achieve this was to use the money we are already spending on broking and research to incentivize the sell side to provide what we want," he continued. 

The criteria by which EAI will determine outstanding extra-financial and intangibles research include comprehensiveness, comparability between companies, integration of extra-financial into financial analysis, coverage of a broad universe, and responsiveness of service. 

Some sell-side analysts exhibited strong foundations of understanding of these extra-financial and intangible issues in a set of research reports sponsored by the United Nations Environment Programme Finance Initiative (UNEPFI) Asset Management Working Group (AMWG). The report written by Anthony Ling of Goldman Sachs received particular praise. 

Brokerage houses that attended a November 2, 2004 meeting which EAI convened to explain its project included ABN AMRO, Bank of America, Bear Stearns, Citigroup Smith Barney, Deutsche Bank, JP Morgan, Lehman Brothers, Merrill Lynch, Morgan Stanley, UBS, and WestLB. 

EAI members have commissioned Ivo Knopfel of onValues to conduct an independent review of the extra-financial and intangibles research brokers have produced in the last 18 months, and will assess how the project is proceeding every six months. Fiduciary duty requires the trustees to justify the appropriate use of commissions, which are after all client assets. 

"This is a great opportunity for those fund managers who recognize the implications of extra financial and intangible issues to use existing market tools and client power to ensure that they are taken into account in mainstream investment decision-making," said Mr. Russell. "Current EAI members would welcome new members from all markets to drive this process forward, increasing capacity on these issues across the investment sector, and hence encouraging better corporate management of extra-financial issues." 

"US investors would particularly be welcomed as the US market is so important in a global context," he concluded. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Daily Times

International forum on sports

LAHORE: An international forum on the relationship between sports and environment will be held under the aegis of the Global Sports Alliance (GSA)’s Pakistan chapter, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the Irfan Group of Companies at Pearl Continental Hotel on November 25 and 26. 

The GSA is a Tokyo-based non-profit organistaion that is working with its partners in the world to make sports a leader in promoting environmental awareness. Governor Punjab Lt Gen (r) Khalid Maqbool will inaugurate the two-day forum. A number of federal ministers including Federal Sports Minister Muhammad Ali Durrani and Pakistan Olympic Association president Lt Gen Syed Arif Hassan will address the forum.
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Bahrain Tribune

November 23, 2004 Tuesday

HEADLINE: Experts to map out environmental strategies, BAHRAIN TRIBUNE

BODY:
URL: http://www.bahraintribune.com/

Experts from Arab and western Asian nations started a two-day network meeting yesterday to map out strategies to guide the region's environmental programs in future.

The West Asia Network for Environmental Assessment brings together around 40 participants from the Gulf and western Asia for the event at the Regency Inter-Continental Hotel under the supervision of the United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP) and the Regional Office for West Asia (ROWA).

The meeting aims to strengthen partnerships, networking and other mechanisms as country representatives grope with environmental challenges facing the region. 

"The objective is to bring up key environmental assessment issues from different countries and various organizations involved. "We're here to build partnerships to be able to address different issues of the region and support the decision-making process," said Dr Adel Farid Abdel-Kader, the UNEP regional co-ordinator.

The meeting was formally opened by UNEP-ROWA acting director and regional representative Dr Habib Al Habr.

The regional coordinator said the most pressing environmental priorities in the region remain water security, water quality, desertification, waste management, land and marine degradation. A series of recommendations is expected to be drafted today at the close of the meeting.

The meeting is a prelude to a subsequent two-day event starting tomorrow - the GEO-4 Regional Start Up Meeting. The meeting is organized to discuss specific plans and deliver regional input for the implementation of the Global Environment Outlook (GEO) process in western Asia.

GEO is the flagship report of UNEP on global environment and facilitates interaction between the sciences, on one hand, and policy and decision making, on the other.

"This is the fourth in a series of Global Environment Outlook reports. This will be published in 2007 and focus on both regional and global environmental concerns," said Dr Abdel-Kader.

GEO 1 was launched seven years ago, followed by GEO 2 in 1999 and GEO 3 two years ago, prior to the World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg.

Apart from the various national representatives, both meetings are being attended by representatives from key institutions such as Arabian Gulf University, the Arab Center for the Study of Arid Zones and Dry Lands, the Arab Forest and Range Land Institute, American University in Beirut, the Environmental Research and Wildlife Development Agency and the Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research.
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EMS

Scientists have doubts about recovery of ozone layer

In Short:

While the US and other industrial countries are seeking exemptions for the phase-out of the dangerous pesticide methyl bromide during a five-day conference in Prague, scientists have expressed doubts about the recovery of the ozone layer.

Background:

From 22-26 November, the 16th meeting of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol takes place in Prague. The Montreal Protocol is the United Nations Treaty on substances that deplete the ozone layer.

Issues:

The most controversial issue on the agenda in Prague is the request by the US and 15 other industrialised countries (among them Germany and the UK) to secure a delay for the phasing out of the agricultural chemical, methyl bromide. If agreed these "critical use exemptions" would allow these countries to continue using the chemical into 2005 and 2006. 

Methyl bromide is known to be a significant contributor to the depletion of the ozone layer. Under the Montreal Protocol, the production of methyl bromide should be eliminated by 1 January 2005. But farmers in the US and some other developed countries argue that the alternatives to the pesticide are ineffective and too expensive. 

The EU refuses to agree to the proposed exemption.

In the margins of the conference, Mexican Nobel-prize winning chemical scientist  Mario Molina said that there is no real evidence yet that the ozone layer is really recovering. The UN thinks that the hole in the ozone layer will be repaired by the middle of this century. 

__________________________________________________________________________
Seattle Post
U.S. pesticide use hits international snag

WASHINGTON -- U.S. farmers who grow tomatoes and strawberries might have to cut back more than they planned on the use of an ozone-depleting pesticide.

Negotiators for an international treaty to phase out chemicals that harm the Earth's protective ozone layer are balking at the continued delay the United States sought in meeting the 1987 treaty's goal for a 2005 ban on methyl bromide.

The situation adds uncertainty for U.S. farmers' plans for the planting seasons and crop income. The chemical also helps control pests in wooden pallets used by shippers.

The treaty allows for "critical use" exemptions, and the Bush administration has asked for one for a second year in a row. This time it wants to use the popular killer of insects, weeds and diseases at a rate of 37 percent, or 5,550 tons, of the 15,000 tons used in 1991.

Other nations want the U.S. request scaled back to 27 percent, or 4,050 tons.

"All the parties want to get to zero but we're obviously not quite ready to do that yet," Claudia McMurray, deputy assistant secretary of state for environment, said Tuesday by telephone from Prague, Czech Republic, where negotiations were being held this week.

Last year, the United States won an exemption at a rate of 35 percent of its 1991 baseline. Among all nations, the United States was using nearly two-fifths of the 38,600 tons of the pesticide used worldwide in 1991. Others nations also have requested exemptions.

"We've already come way down in our methyl bromide use," McMurray said. Government figures put U.S. consumption at 6,300 tons in 2002.

The Natural Resources Defense Council, an environmental group, says the administration is promoting "industry-friendly increases" in the chemical's use. But McMurray denied the administration was catering to industry.

Some 183 countries, including the United States, signed the United Nations' 1987 Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

EMS

NGO Launches Campaign to Remove Food Produced with Methyl Bromide from American Supermarket Shelves

Contact Details:
R. Juge Gregg
Senior Campaigner EIA
USTel: +1 (202) 483-6621
Temporary Mobile: +420 731 018 801
jugegregg@eia-international.org

Ashley Misplon
EIA Press Co-ordinator
Office: +44 207 354 7960

Prague, November 23, 2004. The Environmental Investigation Agency (EIA) is launching a campaign to convince United States supermarkets to stop selling food, such as tomatoes, strawberries and nuts, grown or treated with the deadly chemical methyl bromide. EIA, an independent, international non-profit organization, is investigating the supply chains for major supermarkets and will be campaigning to have products produced with methyl bromide removed from shelves across the nation. 

Methyl bromide is harmful to the global environment as well as to human health. It is a potent contributor to the destruction of the ozone layer. Damage to the ozone layer results in increased rates of skin cancer and cataracts around the world, particularly among children. 

Direct exposure to this toxic chemical can result in headaches, nausea, chest and abdominal pain, respiratory failure, and even death. Many strawberry and tomato fields treated with methyl bromide are located so near as to endanger homes, schools, and churches. The pesticide has also been identified as a significant source of occupational illness, injuring the farm workers who grow these crops. In addition to the acute effects of exposure, a recent United States study of over 55,000 male pesticide applicators found that methyl bromide users had a statistically greater risk of developing prostate cancer, and those who had longer exposure to the chemical were at higher risk. 

This week the global community has gathered in Prague, Czech Republic, to determine how best to end the use of methyl bromide. Pursuant to the Montreal Protocol, the international treaty designed to save the ozone layer, the world’s developed countries are supposed to complete phase out of methyl bromide use by 2005; however, some countries have dragged their feet on this phase out. The United States, the largest user of methyl bromide in the world, is actually seeking to increase its use of methyl bromide in the years to come. 

EIA President Allan Thornton stated “There are viable alternatives to the use of methyl bromide. Supermarket chains such as Safeway, Whole Foods, Albertson’s, Kroger and Wal-Mart need to ensure that their shelves are free of produce grown or treated with this deadly chemical. We will be writing to major supermarkets to ask them to stop supporting the continued use of methyl bromide.

---ENDS---
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Financial Times (London, England)

November 23, 2004 Tuesday 
HEADLINE: Rich countries to seek delay on chemical ban

BYLINE: By FIONA HARVEY


BODY:


The world's richest nations including the US, Germany, Japan and the UK, are expected to press this week for a delay in phasing out an agricultural chemical they had been due to abolish by the end of the year.

Signatories of the 1987 Montreal Protocol, a landmark treaty designed to save the ozone layer, meet in Prague this week to review progress under the accord credited with abolishing rich countries' use of CFC gases for aerosols.

The chemical is used as a pesticide and is being phased out for key agricultural purposes, including the fumigation of soils and most pest control uses. However exemptions, such as pest control on some commodity crops, animal fodder and hides have left untouched a fifth of the world's consumption of methyl bromide. This exemption was due to expire by the end of the year. 

But farmers in some parts of the developed world say alternatives to methyl bromide are ineffective and too expensive, so 17 governments from industrialised nations want to extend their deadline for phasing out methyl bromide to 2006 and beyond. Developing countries have until 2015 to phase it out.

Several US senators have asked the Bush administration to seek a renewed commitment to phasing out methyl bromide, suggesting there is a stockpile in the US that would be "contrary to our treaty obligations and the Clean Air Act".

The senators added: "To allow a small minority of interests to force a withdrawal from the protocol would cause severe damage to the reputation of the United States with respect to international environmental issues, and would render meaningless the substantial efforts and investments made by private actors to comply with the protocol."

If trends continue, the hole in the ozone layer could be repaired by mid-century, the UN says. It had shrunk by 20 per cent last year, scientists reported last month, but a longer-term perspective was needed to guard against natural variations.
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Arctic Nations to Make Scant Promises to Slow Thaw

ICELAND: November 24, 2004

REYKJAVIK - Eight Arctic countries will make scant promises to slow a rapid thaw of the region linked to global warming at a meeting in Iceland on Wednesday after US opposition to firmer action, delegates said.

A draft policy document to be adopted by foreign ministers at the Arctic Council makes no common call, for instance, to cut emissions of greenhouse gases widely blamed for warming the Arctic twice as fast as the rest of the globe.

"The Arctic Council is not a forum for negotiating or making commitments" linked to global warming, Gunnar Palsson, the Icelandic chair of preparatory talks among senior officials, told on Tuesday.

Delegates said the United States, the only Arctic nation outside the U.N.'s Kyoto protocol on curbing heat-trapping emissions from fossil fuels, had opposed stronger recommendations favoured by some nations and indigenous groups.

Environmentalists said the meeting was a lost opportunity to slow damaging climate change by nations with territory stretching into the Arctic -- the United States, Russia, Canada, Sweden, Norway, Denmark, Finland and Iceland.

Palsson said ministers would set no new binding commitments or dates for action in a document that has taken months of negotiations for the Arctic Council, set up after the Cold War.

"They will address the need for the countries and the communities of the north to adapt to climate change, to mitigate the consequences of climate change, to engage in further research and monitoring and education," he said.

The Arctic Climate Impact Assessment (ACIA), by 250 scientists and issued two weeks ago, says warming could melt the polar ice in summer by 2100, ruin the livelihoods of indigenous peoples and drive species like polar bears to extinction.

The Arctic is thawing fast partly because dark oceans and ground, once exposed, soak up more heat than ice and snow.

LOST CHANCE - WWF

"The report gives such a strong warning of the changes to come that it deserves a very strong response," said Samantha Smith, director of the WWF environmental group's Arctic Programme.

"If there are no new commitments then they will miss a chance to show leadership," she said. Nations around the Arctic account for almost 40 percent of world greenhouse gas emissions, mainly from cars, factories and power plants.

The United States is the top global polluter. Washington will be represented by Paula Dobriansky, Under Secretary, World Affairs, while other nations send government ministers.

Some delegates said agreement on common policy recommendations was a victory of sorts after months of wrangling. Indigenous groups had wanted more but had won a far wider global understanding of their plight.

Norwegian Foreign Minister Jan Petersen said the ACIA report could help a drive to persuade Washington to rejoin U.N. efforts on climate change.

"This study shows fairly dramatic consequences and will influence the debate," he told . "We should never give up hope that the United States will sign up for the Kyoto process for a more effective climate policy."

US President George W. Bush pulled out of Kyoto in 2001, arguing that it was too expensive and wrongly excluded developing nations from a first round of cuts in emissions.

Story by Alister Doyle
_________________________________________________________________________________________
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                                                                                                                                                         24 November 2004 

General Environment News

Global WASH Forum in Dakar to tackle sanitation problem
Dakar, Senegal (PANA) - A five-day Global WASH (water, sanitation and hygiene) Forum, which opens in the Senegalese capital 29 November would address the problem of lack of safe sanitation, considered the world's biggest cause of infection, the organizers have said. They said in a release Tuesday, that lack of safe sanitation "deprives hundreds of millions of people not only of health, but of energy, time, dignity and quality of life." The 29 November to 3 December Forum under the theme "Water, Sanitation and Hygiene for all - Solutions and actions; local and national" is being organized by the Geneva-based multi-stakeholder organization, the Water Supply and Sanitation Collaborative Council (WSSCC) in co-operation with the Senegalese Government. It would be followed by an African Ministers Day on 4 December, which is expected to launch a major initiative to benefit African countries. The Global WASH Forum seeks to accelerate action in water, sanitation and hygiene towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) by 2015. The organizers also said the Forum would: - Elaborate recommendations and provide a roadmap for action for the MDGs relating to WASH issues· - Question, stimulate and share experience of ways to accelerate WASH actions· - Mobilize WASH coalitions at the national level (towards achieving the MDGs) and - Increase global visibility of WASH issues The Forum would be attended by more than 300 representatives from national governments, research institutions, the donor community, international organizations, professional associations, NGOs, the private sector and other stakeholder groups from all over the world. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng063833&dte=23/11/2004
Malawi: Efforts to Conserve Fish Species
UN Integrated Regional Information Networks : Efforts to conserve major fish species in Malawi's lakes and water systems remain a challenge, according to a senior official. The authorities have been implementing a combination of conservation efforts, including the protection of fish breeding areas, prohibiting the introduction of exotic species in water bodies, a closed season programme, restrictions on the size of fish caught, the gauge of fishing mesh and gear type, and the prohibition of poisoning and blasting.  "Our efforts have been most effective in the southern Lake Chiuta, largely because the community has been involved in conservation efforts for generations," said Sloans Chimatiro, director of the department of fisheries. The authorities have concentrated on lakes Malawi, Malombe, Chilwa, Chiuta and the southern Shire river system. Lake Malawi covers 20 percent of the country's surface, according to the Malawi-German Fisheries and Aquaculture Development Project, and has the potential for the development of "a remarkable fishing industry". According to a recent state of the environment report, the fishing industry contributes about four percent to the country's gross national product and employs nearly 300,000 people. But, since 1990 the total catch landings of small-scale and artisanal fisheries declined from 70,858 mt a year to just 43,019 mt per year a decade later, the fisheries department noted. Conservation efforts have centered on the world famous Lake Malawi cichlids, popular in the aquarium fish trade, and 'chambo', a species of the tilapia family. Malawi's report to the World Summit of Sustainable Development in Johannesburg in 2002 highlighted the decline in the chambo trade and committed the government to restoring fish stocks to the maximum sustainable yield by 2015, http://allafrica.com/stories/200411230637.html
FG Earmarks N800m for Hydro, Nuclear Energy Study
This Day (Lagos): Minister of Science and Technology, Professor T. T. Isoun, has disclosed in Abuja that N800 million has been provided by the Federal Government in the 2005 budget for pre-feasibility studies on hydro, nuclear, coal and biomass energy. The study, according to the minister is to guide Independent Power Producers and investors in their investment decision-making process in the energy areas. He said his ministry was also engaged in wind energy mapping of the country to identify on-shore sites, which would serve as useful decision tool for wind farm developers as well as for communities, which would like to determine their most suitable sites for wind energy generation. Also at the opening, Minister of Power and Steel, Senator Liyel Imoke, noted that the nation's power system contains mainly hydro and thermal power generation plants. He said the national grid does not contain any renewable power supply, and that the only renewable power supply systems in the country are those isolated ones installed by some state and local governments. The minister said his ministry's plan is to achieve between 5-10 per cent renewable energy contributions to http://allafrica.com/stories/200411230149.html
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UN or UNEP in the news

Indonesia's timely decision to phase out leaded gasoline 
The Jakarta Post, 24 November 2004 (Rob de Jong, Nairobi, Kenya) - The United Nations Environment Programme is spearheading a partnership to promote clean fuels and vehicles; this seventy-strong partnership is composed of governments, the private sector, intergovernmental and nongovernmental organizations. We would like to congratulate the Indonesian government and support its recent decision to phase-out leaded gasoline nationwide.
….Countries have found that switching to unleaded fuel has been problem-free and beneficial. It will just be a matter of time before leaded fuel will become unavailable on the world market. All these facts distillate to one overall conclusion: There is an urgent need to phase-our leaded fuel in Indonesia because of economic, technical and environmental reasons. 
http://www.thejakartapost.com/detaileditorial.asp?fileid=20041124.E03&irec=2 

U.N.: N. Korea to continue food deficit   
Big News Network.com, Australia, 24 November 2004 - U.N. agencies say that while North Korea has its best harvest in 10 years there will be a substantial food deficit in 2005 requiring external aid.
Insufficient production, a deficient diet, lower incomes and rising prices mean that 6.4 million vulnerable North Koreans -- most of them children, women and the elderly -- will need food assistance totaling 500,000 tons next year, said two Rome-based U.N. agencies, the Food and Agriculture Organization and the World Food Program.
http://feeds.bignewsnetwork.com/?sid=7becb4dae1f281cb 
General Environment News

POINT OF VIEW/ Climate change means prepare for disasters
Asahi Shimbun, Japan. 24 November 2004 - Causing an enormous damage to people's lives, the number of typhoons that directly hit Japan this summer set a record high, the most since 1951, when official statistics began being collected. The time has come for us to ponder the implications of the world's changing weather patterns. 
…It is estimated that last year alone more than 75,000 people died throughout the world as a result of natural catastrophes, which caused a total of $65 billion (6.8 trillion yen) in damages. Of those fatalities, 95 percent were people living in poorer developing countries. 
http://www.asahi.com/english/opinion/TKY200411240095.html 


Many dead as second storm hits Philippines
Radio Australia, Australia, Last Updated 24/11/2004, 12:09:47 - At least 16 people have been killed after a fresh storm battered the Philippines.
The heavy rains have compounded the devastation caused by a tropical storm which hit the region at the weekend.
More than 65 people have now died during five days of violent weather.
And rescuers hold little hope of finding at least 67 others, mostly fishermen, missing at sea south of Luzon. 
The National Disaster Coordinating Council says the latest storms have displaced 14,000 people in Aurora province, northeast of the capital, Manila, and 200 houses have been partially destroyed.
Damage to rice crops is limited, as most farmers completed harvesting before the storms struck.
Tropical storm Muifa is now moving towards Vietnam.
http://www.abc.net.au/ra/news/stories/s1250188.htm 

Ocean survey finds new fish, tuna migration routes 
Stuff.co.nz, New Zealand, 24 November 2004 - REYKJAVIK: A survey of the world's oceans is turning up more than two new species of fish a week and revealing huge trans-ocean migration routes by creatures from turtles to tuna, scientists say.
"We're finding new marine species almost everywhere," said Ron O'Dor, senior scientist of the Census of Marine Life, a 10-year project running until 2010 by hundreds of scientists in 70 nations. 
http://www.stuff.co.nz/stuff/0,2106,3107276a12,00.html 

2 new fish species found every week
The Nation (Thailand) - Published on November 24, 2004 - A billion-dollar survey of the world’s oceans has so far pinpointed 38,000 marine species and identified new fish at the rate of two a week, according to the Guardian newspaper in London. 
This year alone, the survey by hundreds of scientists from over 70 countries has added 106 species of marine fish to the database – an average of more than two new species a week. 
The total of known fish species in the sea now stands at 15,482. There could be another 5,000 awaiting discovery. The database has also counted 6,800 species of zooplankton, animals that drift with the ocean currents. They could identify another 6,000 over the next decade.
http://www.nationmultimedia.com/2004/11/24/headlines/index.php?news=headlines_15536926.html 

China plugs into electric vehicles - Battery breakthrough holds promise for hybrids, fuel cells
By Miguel Llanos, Reporter, MSNBC - Updated: 3:52 p.m. ET Nov. 22, 2004 - SHANGHAI, China - Remember plug-in electric cars? They were all the rage in the 1980s, but then carmakers pulled the plugs on their programs due to long charging times and short driving ranges. Well, China has served notice that it intends to resurrect the technology and it impressed automakers and U.S. officials with the advances made already.
The idea is to start small — as in electric scooters and bikes — and then advance to large — as in electric buses — while at the same time applying improved battery technology to gas-electric hybrids and even hydrogen-powered fuel cell cars.
The message was delivered at the 2004 Challenge Bibendum, a green car exhibition named after sponsor Michelin's fluffy white mascot and held in October.
http://msnbc.msn.com/id/6290392/ 
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Afghanistan: Annan delighted at release of three abducted UN election workers

23 November - Secretary-General Kofi Annan today voiced his “delight” at the release of three United

Nations election workers abducted last month in Afghanistan and pledged the world body’s commitment

to help promote peace, reconstruction and democracy in the war-torn country.

Mr. Annan spoke by phone to all three – Shqipe Hebibi, Annetta Flanigan and Angelito Nayan – who

were seized by gunmen from their UN vehicle on 28 October in the Afghan capital of Kabul, where they

had been working on the country’s first-ever presidential election under contract to the UN Development Programme (UNDP).

“He is profoundly relieved that their ordeal and the anxiety of their families and friends are now ended,” his spokesman said in a statement issued in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt, where the Secretary-General is attending an international conference on Iraq.

The UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) reported that the three - from Kosovo, Northern Ireland and the Philippines, respectively - seemed fine, were in good spirits and would join family members soon. Mr. Annan also phoned Afghan President Hamid Karzai to thank him for the crucial role his Government played in securing the release of the three, voiced gratitude to the people of Afghanistan for their outpouring of sympathy and support, and praised the “courage, dedication and solidarity” of the UN family in a call to his Special Representative, Jean Arnault.

 “The Afghan people have high expectations and hopes with regard to the role of the United Nations,” the statement concluded. “The United Nations system will continue to work to strengthen the security of its staff in order to enable it to fulfil the organization’s mandate to further peace, reconstruction and democracy in Afghanistan.” In Kosovo, Mr. Annan's Special Representative in the UN-administered province, Søren Jessen-Petersen, and Prime Minister Bajram Rexhepi visited Ms. Hebibi's family, who thanked the Kosovo Government and UN for their efforts in the case.

"This is a very happy day for the family of Ms. Hebibi, for Kosovo and for the UN and UNMIK (UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo)," Mr. Jessen-Petersen said. "We wanted to come over here to share the joy and happiness of the family. We are so delighted that they will soon have her back in Kosovo."

In Egypt, Annan urges world unity to promote stable and

prosperous Iraq

23 November - Declaring that the people of Iraq “are once again being tested by fire” after suffering

decades of brutal misrule and devastating wars, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today

called on the international community, especially neighbouring countries, to unite in promoting a

stable and prosperous nation there. “Let Iraqis come together as one people. Let the nations of this region and the world come together to help them,” he told the International Conference on Iraq in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt. “And let us all work towards one goal: a stable Iraq, a peaceful Iraq, a democratic Iraq – a new Iraq,” he added, pledging continued UN aid to the Iraqi people.

“Acts of violence and terror are being committed against them and against aid workers too, and they are caught in the crossfire of deadly conflict,” he said.

But, he added: “Who can doubt that they have the courage and the ability to triumph over the challenges that beset them today? The Iraqi people want a better future for their country, and they are determined to achieve it.” The conference participants agreed to a communiqué that affirmed the right of the Iraqi people to a secure and stable life, and to determine freely their future through democratic means and to exercise full control over their natural and financial resources.

Mr. Annan said a stable and united Iraq, at peace with itself, and in a peaceful region was a compelling concern for every peace-loving nation, noting that elections due in January are a critical part of the country’s transition, now threatened by insecurity and indiscriminate acts of terror.

He stressed that every effort must be made to provide incentives for various Iraqi groups to participate in a national reconciliation process and the broadest possible spectrum of opinion must be persuaded of a shared interest in realizing the potential of a united and peaceful country.

Countries in the region should take the lead in helping to normalize Iraq’s regional and international relations and Mr. Annan underlined the world body’s role in the country, where a terrorist bomb last year killed top UN envoy Sergio Vieira de Mello and 21 others, leading to the withdrawal of international staffers.

“We cannot ignore the security risks,” he declared. “But nor must we let them deter us from doing all we can, under prevailing circumstances, to help the Iraqi people.” He noted that the UN “did our utmost under difficult conditions” to help form an interim Iraqi government and an electoral commission and was now working to coordinate international aid and assist the electoral authorities.

 “And we will be at the side of Iraq in the future,” he vowed. “The measure of our success is not the number of staff we have in Iraq. It is the degree to which we translate our commitment into effective support for Iraq’s transition. With support from both inside and outside Iraq, I am confident we can do our part in helping the Iraqi people.”

On the margins of the Iraq conference, Mr. Annan had a series of bilateral meetings with European Union High Representative Javier Solana, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov and Arab League Secretary-General Amr Moussa. In a meeting with German Foreign Minister Joschka Fischer, he held a briefing on the timetable of the release of the report of the High-Level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change.

UN cites ‘alarming’ reports of refugees fleeing camp in central Iraq

23 November - The United Nations refugee agency today expressed concern over “alarming” reports that up to a third of the Iranian Kurd refugees at Al Tash camp in Iraq have fled because of the fighting last week around the town of Ramadi. The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) does not have any international staff in Iraq and is unable to monitor the situation in the camp, which until recently hosted some 4,200 Iranian Kurd refugees. But spokesman Ron Redmond told a news briefing in Geneva that UNHCR had learned from partners on the ground that 30 per cent to 35 per cent of the refugees had left Al Tash in the past few days and there were sketchy reports that armed fighters attacked the police station inside the camp late last week. The agency had also been informed that some local services, such as water and electricity, had been suspended and local police had stopped visiting the camp, most likely for security reasons.

“All these elements could have contributed to a feeling of insecurity that may have led some of the refugees to flee,” Mr. Redmond said, adding that it was not clear yet where they had gone but were most likely trying to reach northern Iraq or were on their way to the Jordanian border.

Ramadi in is mainly Sunni Muslim central Iraq, not far from the town of Fallujah which fell last week to a United States-led assault.

Meanwhile, the UN Children's Fund (UNICEF) today again voiced deep concern over the impact the hostilities is having on the overall well-being of Iraq's children. The agency said that in addition to the ongoing difficulties of living amidst daily violence and widespread insecurity, children were also suffering from the inadequacy of basic services such as water and sanitation.

Latest reports are showing that acute malnutrition among young children has nearly doubled since March 2003, the agency added.

Annan voices hope for Israeli-Palestinian movement in Middle East peace process

23 November - United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today met with fellow members of the so-called diplomatic Quartet seeking to bring peace to the Middle East and told reporters afterwards he believed the time was now ripe to move ahead with a settlement of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict after four years of violence in the region. “We are all encouraged by what is happening,” Mr. Annan said in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt, after talks with top officials of the European Union, Russia and the United States, the three other sponsors of the Road Map plan calling for parallel and reciprocal steps by both sides leading to two States living in peace by the end of 2005. Mr. Annan added that the Quartet reaffirmed its determination to work with the Palestinian leaders to support elections in January for a successor to President Yasser Arafat, who died earlier this month, to work with them on their reform processes and to ensure that the international community gives them the necessary support for their economic and social programmes.

“We also believe that this is an opportunity to really come together and move ahead with the implementation of the Road Map and we believe that the Israeli Government is also ready to do this,” he declared.

Mr. Annan, who is in the Egyptian resort town to attend an international meeting on reconstruction in Iraq, said specific help for the Palestinians could include the dispatch of election monitors and financial support both from the Quartet and other countries as well.

He also said elections would require some freedom of movement for the Palestinians and he hoped Israel would remove some of the restrictions it has imposed during the past four years of violence to facilitate the poll. “Obviously that will have to be part of the process, if you are going to have elections, and people have to campaign and move around to vote, some of the restrictions will have to be lifted and we are hopeful that that will be done,” he told a questioner.

Meanwhile, the UN electoral expert providing technical assistance for the elections, Pascal Soto, began his first day of work in the region today, meeting with his Palestinian and European counterparts - the Palestinian Central Elections Commission and the European Union (EU) electoral component.

After the Quartet meeting, Mr. Annan had a short meeting with EU External Relations Commissioner Benita Ferrero-Waldner. Tomorrow, he will leave for Burkina Faso for an official visit, followed by an appearance at the summit of the Francophonie.

Number of HIV-infected women rising worldwide – UN report

23 November - The number of women living with HIV has risen in each region of the world over the

past two years, with the steepest increases in East Asia, followed by Eastern Europe and Central Asia,

according to a new United Nations report released today. In East Asia there was a 56 per cent increase followed by a 48 per cent rise in both the other two regions, according to AIDS Epidemic Update 2004, the annual report by the Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) and the UN World Health Organization (WHO). The number of people living with HIV globally has also reached its highest level with an estimated 39.4 million people, up from an estimated 36.6 million in 2002.

“We do not yet have a vaccine, but we do know that prevention and treatment work and we have the tools to deliver them. Government leaders, civil society and the private sector are all affected and we must all mobilize to save lives,” WHO Director-General Lee Jong-wook said.

“These latest trends firmly establish AIDS as a unique development challenge,” UNAIDS Executive Director Peter Piot added of the report’s indication that there is no single AIDS epidemic worldwide, with many regions and countries experiencing diverse epidemics, some still in the early stages.

“The time of quick fixes and emergency responses is over. We have to balance the emergency nature of the crisis with the need for sustainable solutions,” he added.

Women are increasingly affected, now making up nearly half of the 37.2 million adults aged 15 to 49 living with HIV worldwide. In sub-Saharan Africa, the worst-affected region, close to 60 per cent of adults living with HIV are women – or 13.3 million.

The steepest increases in overall HIV infections also occurred in East Asia, Eastern Europe and Central Asia, with a 50 per cent rise in East Asia largely attributable to growing epidemics in China, Indonesia and Viet Nam. The 40 per cent increase in Eastern Europe and Central Asia is mainly due to Ukraine’s expanding epidemic and the growing number of people living with HIV in the Russian Federation.

With an estimated 860,000 people living with HIV at the end of 2003, Russia has the largest epidemic in Europe. As the numbers of people becoming infected and living with HIV increases, so does the number of those needing antiretroviral treatment, as well as care for opportunistic infections.

Women are more physically susceptible to HIV infection than men. Male-to-female HIV transmission during sex is about twice as likely to occur as female-to-male transmission. For many women in developing countries, the “ABC” prevention approach (Abstinence, Being faithful and reducing number of sexual partners, and Condom use) is insufficient. “Strategies to address gender inequalities are urgently needed if we want a realistic chance at turning back the epidemic,” Dr. Piot said. “Concrete action is necessary to prevent violence against women, and ensure access to property and inheritance rights, basic education and employment opportunities for women and girls.” According to the report, millions of young people are becoming sexually active each day with no access to prevention services. In sub-Saharan Africa, three quarters of all 15 to 24 year-olds living with HIV are female. Young women there are

three times more vulnerable to HIV infection than their male counterparts. In addition to being biologically more vulnerable to infection, many women and girls, particularly in southern Africa, find themselves using sex as a commodity in exchange for goods, services, money or basic necessities – often with older men.

UN envoy for Sudan voices deep concern at rebel violation of

security accord in Darfur

23 November - The top United Nations envoy for Sudan today voiced deep concern at the escalating violence

in the Darfur region over the last two days, calling a rebel attack a clear violation of recently signed accords

with the Government which places tens of thousands of civilians at risk.

Secretary-General Kofi Annan's Special Representative Jan Pronk said the attack by the Sudan Liberation

Army (SLA), taking the town of Tawila in North Darfur, had already forced the suspension of humanitarian

activities around El Fashir and threatened other humanitarian activities in the region.

The accords he referred to were the Protocols on the Improvement of the Humanitarian Situation and on the Enhancement of the Security Situation in Darfur signed in the Nigerian capital of Abuja earlier this month by the Government and two rebel groups - the Sudan Liberation Movement/Army (SLM/A) and the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM).

Mr. Pronk also condemned in the strongest terms the killing of policemen and civilians at a camp in South Darfur housing displaced persons, and called on the Sudanese Government and the SLA to halt all fighting there immediately. A special meeting between the UN, the African Union, which has monitors in Darfur, the Government and major donor countries will be held tomorrow to consider the consequences of the attack on Tawila.

The United Nations has termed the conflict in Darfur, a region the size of France, the world's worst humanitarian crisis. About 1.45 million people have been internally displaced and Janjaweed militias stand accused of killing and raping thousands of villagers after the rebels took up arms last year to demand a greater share of economic resources. Another 200,000 are living as refugees in neighbouring Chad.

Meanwhile, the UN refugee agency said today the Sudanese authorities had authorized it to resume protection work in South Darfur and start activities in North Darfur. Three of its four staff in South Darfur were temporarily relocated to West Darfur on 11 November after they had been restricted to Nyala by the authorities and prevented from carrying out protection work on behalf of internally displaced people.

"We welcome this development and will be mobilizing our staff to return to their base in Nyala in the coming days," UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) spokesman Ron Redmond told a news briefing in Geneva. In West Darfur, some security restrictions were lifted two weeks ago and UNHCR teams have resumed regular field missions to villages and settlements of internally displaced persons (IDPs), particularly near the Chad border. The villagers and IDPs have stressed to UNHCR the importance of regular visits by international agencies, which they say provide reassurance and have helped improve security.

Security Council's Central Africa peace mission arrives in

Burundi

23 November - The United Nations Security Council's Central Africa mission arrived in Burundi today

on the third stage of its efforts to bolster the peace process in the region's war-wracked countries.

The mission, led France's UN Ambassador Jean-Marc de La Sablière, reached the Burundian capital of

Bujumbura from Bukavu in the eastern part of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), a town that

was briefly seized in June by rebels in the latest outbreak of ethnic fighting, leading to a flood of

refugees into Burundi. Mr. de La Sablière said the mission's aim was to support the transition process in Burundi and the Council hoped to relay the message that elections scheduled for next year will be held as scheduled. In the meantime, it hopes that all the reforms envisaged in the peace agreements will be implemented, including the reconstruction and integration of the armed forces.

Only yesterday, in his latest report on Burundi, Mr. Annan said that despite recent steady progress, major political and social tensions remained as the country tried to emerge from a decade of civil war, human rights violations were causing great concern and a strong international donor response was vital for future stability.

He asked the Council to renew for another six months the UN Operation in Burundi (ONUB), set up in May to help cement a multi-party, power-sharing government and pave the way to peace in the small nation of some 6 million people torn asunder by ethnic conflicts between Hutus and Tutsis.

While in Bukavu, Council members met with local political and military leaders, as well as with UN mission representatives to discuss the situation in eastern DRC, which remains tense following years of clashes between the Government and rebels in a conflict compounded by the ethnic dimension.

Yesterday the mission held talks in the DRC capital of Kinshasa with President Joseph Kabila and on Sunday it visited Rwanda, scene of the Hutu extremist genocide against Tutsis and moderate Hutus, which claimed some 800,000 lives a decade ago and inflamed tensions in both the DRC and Burundi.

Human rights abuses continue to be reported in Côte d'Ivoire -UN mission

23 November - Human rights abuses in Côte d'Ivoire are giving rise to concern, with cases of arbitrary

arrests, incommunicado detention and forced disappearances continuing to be reported nationwide after the

resurgence of violence in the West African country earlier this month, the United Nations mission said

today. The Human Rights Office in Bouaké in the rebel-held north reported yesterday increasing cases of forced disappearances, arrests and detention of people accused of supporting President Laurent Gbagbo, the UN Operation in Côte d'Ivoire (UNOCI) added in its second such warning on abuses in five days.

In this connection, the rebel Forces Nouvelles has proposed the nomination of a liaison officer with the mandate to interact on human rights issues with the Bouaké Human Rights Office, the mission added.

Last Friday it said summary executions, torture, rape, disappearances, arbitrary arrests and destruction of property continued to be reported throughout Côte d'Ivoire, both in Government- and rebel-controlled zones and in the UN-patrolled Zone of Confidence (ZOC) separating the combatants.

The latest crisis began 4 November when Government forces bombed rebel positions in the ZOC. Two days later Government forces bombed French peacekeepers there, killing nine, and French troops destroyed the Government's air force in retaliation, leading to widespread rioting, looting and harassment of foreigners.

More than 10,000 Ivorians, mostly women and children, fled into neighbouring Liberia, itself struggling to recover after 14 years of vicious civil war, and thousands of foreigners were air-lifted out of Abidjan, the country's largest city.

Top UN peacekeeping official calls for magnanimity in Liberian elections, more donor aid

23 November - The top United Nations peacekeeping official has said that elections in Liberia that respect the loser and donors' fulfilment of their pledges are vital to ensuring the West African country's successful

emergence from a decade and a half of civil war and violent anarchy. "Elections will be the foundation for peace only if those who win do not crush those who lose," Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations Jean-Marie Guéhenno said yesterday in the Liberian capital of Monrovia at the end of a three-day visit. "Democracy is not only about deciding who rules by majority vote but is also about respecting the minority," he added, promising the full support of the international community to ensure that elections take place as scheduled next October. Mr. Guéhenno praised the UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL), set up a year ago and currently the biggest peacekeeping operation in the world, for the "remarkable progress achieved in such a short time, citing the disarmament of over 100,000 combatants and the disbanding of warring factions as "important milestones."But he cautioned that a lot more work remains to be done, especially in the area of reintegrating disarmed ex-fighters from Government and rebel forces into society.

Referring to the gap between pledges and money "actually in the kitty," Mr. Guéhenno said shortage of funds could hurt reconstruction and reintegration, a "critical part" of the disarmament and demobilization programme UNMIL has been engaged in for the past year.

He promised to raise the issue of additional funds with donor nations but warned that donors would be unwilling to offer funds unless there was confidence that "the government structures, the judiciary, the basics that make a country trustworthy" were in place.

During his three-day stay Mr. Guéhenno held discussions with Secretary-General Kofi Annan's Special Representative Jacques Paul Klein, Force Commander Lt. Gen. Daniel Opande and Civilian Police Commissioner Mark Kroeker. Set up in September last year to support implementing the ceasefire agreement and assist in national security reform as well as help organize elections, UNMIL's uniformed force currently numbers more than 14,000 soldiers and nearly 1,100 police.

UN probing charges of sex abuse in DR of Congo, peacekeeping

official says

23 November - The United Nations has dispatched two teams to investigate 150 charges of sexual

exploitation and abuse by civilian and military personnel serving in the Democratic Republic of the

Congo (DRC), according to a senior UN official. The allegations include criminal activity, paedophilia, rape and solicitation of prostitution, said Jane Holl Lute, an Assistant Secretary-General in the Department of Peacekeeping Operations (DPKO), at a press briefing Monday.

To combat the problem, the Department will deploy a special investigative team to come up with short- and long-term strategies to deal with such cases at peacekeeping missions, she said.

"We recognize that sexual exploitation and abuse is a problem in some missions and we're working for a systematic and coordinated approach to strengthen the measures we have in place," she said. "It's obvious that the measures we have had in place have not been adequate to deal with the changing circumstances found in some missions." Last Friday, Secretary-General Kofi Annan issued a statement voicing his outrage at the accusations and pledging to stamp out such behaviour. "I am afraid there is clear evidence that acts of gross misconduct have taken place. This is a shameful thing for the United Nations to have to say, and I am absolutely outraged by it," he said. Referring to the UN Organization Mission in the DRC, he added: "We cannot rest until we have rooted out all such practices from MONUC, from any other peacekeeping operation, and indeed anywhere in the Organization that they might occur. And we must make sure that those involved are held fully accountable." MONUC, which was set up in 1999, comprises nearly 1,000 international civilian staff and 11,000 uniformed military and police personnel contributed by over 50 countries.

Ms. Lute told journalists that a number of the allegations were specific to Bunia, located in the northeastern DRC, and that the Office of Internal Oversight Services (OIOS) would be issuing a report on its investigation soon. While that was going on, she added, rapid response investigative teams made up of military, police and civilian experts would address the other allegations throughout the Mission.

In addition to that, the Department of Management, the Office of Human Resources Management (OHRM) and DPKO had organized a team, which arrived Monday in the DRC, to investigate cases involving civilians, Ms. Lute said. If those investigations confirmed the basis of the allegations, additional procedures would be taken consistent with staff rules and instructions.

She said DPKO was doing everything it could on a systematic basis to respond aggressively to the problem. "We are shining a light on this problem in order to determine the scope that it represents, and we will not stop there," she stressed. In July the Secretary-General appointed Prince Zeid Ra'ad Zeid Al-Hussein, the Permanent Representative of Jordan, as an adviser on the question of sexual exploitation. He has already visited the DRC to get a first-hand understanding of the nature of the problem, and spoken to a number of Member States about addressing system-wide approaches to deal with the issue.

Some nations still not cooperating with UN war crimes

tribunals, Security Council told

23 November - Leading prosecutors and judges of the two United Nations war crime tribunals warned

the Security Council today that continued lack of cooperation by certain governments could derail their

efforts to complete their work on time.Briefing the Council on the "completion strategy" of the International Criminal Tribunal for the formerYugoslavia (ICTY) and the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR), the prosecutors said they were close to meeting their targets, but pleaded that some states were unwilling or unable to assist them in arresting and transferring the suspects.

"There are still 20 fugitives at large," ICTY Prosecutor Carla Del Ponte told the Council. "Delays in the arrest and transfer of these fugitives make the planning of the trial more complicated and undermine judicial efficiency."

Ms. Del Ponte said the Serbian Government had "deliberately chosen" to ignore its legal obligations and continued to adopt a defiant attitude towards the Tribunal, adding that Belgrade remained "the single-most obstacle in the implementation of the completion strategy."

ICTY President Judge Theodor Meron agreed with Ms. Del Ponte. "At the moment, there is a wide variation in the several states' willingness to cooperate with the Tribunal," he said. "There has been no serious effort by the Republika Srpska authorities to locate and arrest fugitives."

Both Judge Meron and Ms. Del Ponte also voiced grave concern about the Tribunal's ability to carry out its task with the existing resources at hand.

"It is absolutely essential that the Tribunal have adequate personnel to stay abreast of its steadily increasing workload," said Judge Meron. "It is becoming increasingly difficult to continue to promote internally to senior levels without compromising professional standards," added Ms. Del Ponte.

In their briefings, both the Prosecutor and the President of the Rwanda Tribunal said they were making progress on schedule, but expressed their worries about the possible adverse impact of the shortage of resources on the success of the completion strategy.

"While 2004 has seen some progress registered in the preparation and trial of the cases," said Prosecutor Hassan Jallow, "it will be a great challenge to sustain this progress and deal with the anticipated increased load whilst we continue to suffer the recruitment freeze."

For his part, ICTR President Judge Erik Møse told the Council: "We have been able to keep the trials going. But the situation is critical."Judge Møse said more than 80 staff had left the Tribunal since the freeze was imposed on hiring. Noting that arrests and transfer of indicted fugitives continued to be "fraught with difficulties," the Tribunal officials urged Member States to live up to their legal obligations.

They said the Tribunal tried several times to approach the Democratic Republic of the Congo for dialogue on the issue of arrests of fugitives, but got no response. It is believed that many suspects of Rwanda war crimes are hiding in neighbouring country.

UN Committee approves draft resolution calling for end to

religious intolerance

23 November - A key United Nations committee has approved a draft resolution voicing concern at the overall rise in religious intolerance globally, including cases motivated by animosity towards Jews, Muslims and Christians, and urging countries to cultivate respect for all belief systems.

The resolution was adopted by a vote of 177 in favour with no opposition only after two more contested prior votes, including one on the clause specifically referring to "Islamophobia, anti-Semitism and Christianophobia."That language was retained by a vote of 99 in favour to 33 against, with 21 countries abstaining.The draft will be forwarded by the Social, Humanitarian and Cultural (Third) Committee to the General Assembly, which is expected to adopt it.

The measure calls on countries to fully protect and respect religious places, sites and shrines from attacks in accordance with national legislation and in conformity with international human rights standards.

The draft was introduced by nearly 50 nations representing a wide array of cultural and religious traditions.

Former Rwandan colonel pleads not guilty to genocide charges at UN tribunal

23 November - A former Rwandan army colonel accused of committing war crimes during the 1994

genocide in Rwanda entered a not guilty plea today before the United Nations war crimes tribunal.

Appearing before the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) for the first time since his arrest

last February in the Netherlands, Lt. Col. Ephrem Setako, 55, is charged with six counts of genocide, or

complicity in genocide, murder and extermination as crimes against humanity, and violations of the

Geneva Convention. The prosecution alleges that Colonel Setako planned, instigated, ordered and participated in the killing of Tutsi civilians in Ruhengeri and Kigali-ville prefectures. He is also accused of distributing arms to members of the Rwanda armed forces, the Presidential Guard, the Interahamwe, the Civil Defence Forces and other soldiers engaged in the killings. Colonel Setako is also said to have committed the war crimes in concert with others who are also facing charges against before the Tribunal. Currently, he is being kept at the Tribunal’s detention facility in Arusha, Tanzania.

UN agency warns fresh unrest in northwest Colombia could lead to new refugee flood

23 November - Humanitarian conditions in northwest Colombia are deteriorating, the civilian population

is increasingly fearful over the reported massing of leftist guerrillas and rightist paramilitary forces, and

there is a high possibility of new large-scale flight, the United Nations refugee agency reported today.

“Several of the communities affected by the current deteriorating conditions had already been displaced

previously and returned to their homes,” UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) spokesman

Ron Redmond told a news briefing in Geneva. “Now, renewed insecurity could force them to flee yet

Again. The assessment came from a one-week UNHCR mission to the municipality of Bojaya in Chocó Province, the same region that received international attention in May 2002, when 119 people taking refuge in a church in the town of Bellavista were killed by explosives. Thousands of people left the area after the massacre and hundreds of them have still not returned. The agency called on all sides to “urgently address” the situation. Armed groups, from both the left-wing Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC), which has been waging a decades-long war against the Government, and right-wing paramilitaries are increasing their presence, notably near the Afro Colombian and indigenous Embera communities along the Bojaya and Opogado rivers, adding to the already difficult problem of protecting thousands civilians in the area. Blockades imposed by both groups to prevent goods from reaching their enemies have also increased, tightening their stranglehold on the population. Along the Opogado, for example, civilians are suffering from a marked increase in malaria and malnutrition. The Embera communities along the river are struggling to feed themselves, since even heading out along the river to fish can put them at risk.

The situation has been eased somewhat by the relaunch in mid-October of a UNHCR-sponsored humanitarian riverboat – dubbed Noah's Ark – which brings basic goods to community stores. Because of its neutrality, the UNHCR boat has access to areas which are otherwise cut off by the blockade. But despite this effort, there are serious and growing shortages of food, medicine and other basic necessities in these isolated communities, Mr. Redmond said. The region has already seen several large-scale displacements this year due to increasing clashes between various armed groups, as well as with the Colombian military forces. In March, 1,200 indigenous Embera fled their homes after clashes between the armed groups. They returned four months later, only to find themselves once again exposed today. In May, over 1,000 Afro Colombians fled their homes and sought refuge in Bellavista following fighting between the army and FARC.

Despite better harvest, DPR of Korea still faces substantial food shortage, UN says

23 November - Despite its best harvest in 10 years, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK)

will post another substantial food deficit in 2005 and require external aid to support more than a quarter

of its nearly 24 million people, two United Nations agencies said today. “Insufficient production, a deficient diet, lower incomes and rising prices mean that 6.4 million vulnerable North Koreans – most of them children, women and the elderly – will need food assistance totalling 500,000 tons next year,” according to the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the World Food Programme (WFP).

The DPRK has been hit by a decade of floods, droughts and economic hardship, and the agencies reported that most of the 16 million people receiving subsidized cereals from the Government-run Public Distribution System (PDS) averaging 300 grams per person per day – half a survival ration – cannot make ends meet.

They turn to more expensive private markets yet “they are still not able to cover their basic energy requirements,” FAO and WFP said.

The report, which followed a joint assessment mission in September and October by the Rome-based food agencies, noted that, increasingly, “the most critical problem for poor households is their lack of access to basic and nutritious food because of declining purchasing power.”

“A balanced diet is out of reach for all but a few PDS-dependent households,” it added. “The situation remains particularly precarious for children in kindergartens, nurseries, orphanages and primary schools, pregnant and nursing women, and elderly people.” While the prices of state-subsidized rice and maize rationed through the PDS have remained low and stable, prices in private markets have risen dramatically since the introduction of economic reforms in mid-2002.

Last month, rice cost as much as 600 won a kilo in such markets – almost 30 per cent of a typical monthly wage – compared to the 2003 average of 120 won; maize was 320 won a kilo, up from last year’s peak of 110 won. In September, one euro bought 1,600 won on the parallel market.

The typical wage earner’s family now spends one-third of its monthly income on PDS rations that meet only half its minimum caloric needs. Another one-third is spent on non-food essentials such as rent, heating and clothing. The remainder is insufficient to purchase enough food in private markets to meet the rest of the family’s very basic needs.
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23 November 2004

Daily Press Briefing by the Office of the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

And The Spokesman For The General Assembly President
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General, and Djibril Diallo, Spokesman for the General Assembly President. 

Spokesman for the Secretary-General
Good afternoon. 

**Guest at Noon
Desmond Johns, the Director of the New York Office of the Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS, will be joining us today to talk about the “AIDS Epidemic Update”, which has been launched around the world today. 

He’ll be up here in just a few minutes.  The number of women living with HIV has risen in each region of the world over the past two years, according to this year’s AIDS Epidemic Update, and that’s put out jointly by the World Health Organization and UNAIDS, and he’ll be talking about that.

**Secretary-General’s Statement on Afghanistan
The Secretary-General is delighted to learn of the release of Annetta Flanigan, Shqipe Hebibi and Angelito Nayan, the three United Nations staff members who were abducted in Afghanistan on 28 October 2004.  He is profoundly relieved that their ordeal and the anxiety of their families and friends are now ended.  The Secretary-General spoke to each one of them by phone earlier today.

The Secretary-General also spoke to President Hamid Karzai this morning to commend him and the Government of Afghanistan for the crucial role that they played in securing their safe release and he expressed his gratitude to the people of Afghanistan for their outpouring of sympathy and support for our colleagues over the past 27 days. 

He also spoke to Jean Arnault, his Special Representative in Afghanistan, to congratulate him and asked him to convey his gratitude to the UN family for their courage, dedication and solidarity during these difficult times. 

The Secretary-General further thanks the international forces for their support to the Afghan authorities.

The Afghan people have high expectations and hopes with regard to the role of the United Nations.  The United Nations system will continue to work to strengthen the security of its staff in order to enable it to fulfil the Organization's mandate to further peace, reconstruction and democracy in Afghanistan.

**Afghanistan
The UN Mission in Afghanistan reported that the three released staff members seem fine and are in good spirits.  They are to join their family members soon.

The Mission expressed its appreciation for the support we have received from the Afghan authorities and the public during the 27 days that they were in captivity.

**Secretary-General in Egypt
The Secretary-General today urged the governments gathered at the International Conference on Iraq to send a united message to the Iraqi people:  “The international community”, he said “believes in you.  We are determined to help you succeed.”

He said that the United Nations is committed to helping Iraq, including its work today to coordinate international aid and to assist Iraq’s electoral authorities. 

“The measure of our success is not the number of staff we have in Iraq”, he said.  “It is the degree to which we translate our commitment into effective support for Iraq’s transition.” 

We have copies of his speech upstairs.

The participants at the conference, held in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt, agreed to a communiqué that affirmed the right of the Iraqi people to a secure and stable life, and to determine freely their future through democratic means and to exercise full control over their natural and financial resources.

While in Sharm el-Sheikh, the Secretary-General also had a working breakfast with the other members of the Middle Eastern Quartet, which brings together the United Nations, the European Union, Russia and the United States.  He told reporters afterward that all the Quartet members are encouraged by what is happening in the Middle East, and reaffirmed their determination to support the Palestinian elections that are due in January.

Asked about the issue of freedom of movement for Palestinians during the electoral period, the Secretary-General said that, if elections are to be held, then people are going to have to move around so some of the restriction will have to be lifted.  “We are hopeful that it will be done.” 

We have copies of that press encounter upstairs.

**Palestinian Elections
Pascal Soto, the UN electoral expert who is providing technical assistance for the Palestinian elections, began his first day of work in the region today, meeting with his Palestinian and European counterparts.

Soto held meetings today with the authorities at the Palestinian Central Elections Commission and with the European Union’s electoral component, one day after he arrived to begin his work.

**UNICEF - Iraq
UNICEF, the UN Children’s Fund, today again expressed deep concern about the impact of the hostilities in Iraq and the impact this is having on the overall well-being of the country’s children.

UNICEF says that, in addition to the ongoing difficulties of living amidst daily violence and widespread insecurity, children are also suffering from the inadequacy of basic services, such as water and sanitation.

Latest reports are showing that acute malnutrition among young children has nearly doubled since March 2003.

And there’s more in a press release upstairs.

**Sudan
The Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Sudan, Jan Pronk, is deeply concerned at the escalating violence in Darfur over the last two days. 

He says the attack by the rebel Sudan Liberation Army, the SLA, taking the town of Tawila in north Darfur, constitutes a clear violation of the recently signed Abuja Security Protocol, and places tens of thousands of civilians at risk. 

The fighting has already forced the suspension of humanitarian activities around El Fashir and threatens other humanitarian activities in the region. 

Pronk also condemned in the strongest terms the killing of policemen and civilians at a camp housing displaced persons in south Darfur, and called on the Government of Sudan and the SLA to halt all fighting there immediately.

Pronk expects the parties to account for their actions at the 25 November meeting of the Joint Commission in N’djamena, Chad. 

A special meeting of the United Nations, the African Union, the Government of Sudan and the major donor countries will be held tomorrow to consider the consequences of the attack on Tawila town. 

**Security Council Mission
We just heard from the Security Council mission, which has arrived in Bujumbura, Burundi.

In remarks to the press upon arrival, French Ambassador Jean-Marc de la Sablière said the purpose of the mission he is leading is to support the transition process in the country and the Burundian people.

During its stay, he said the Security Council hopes to relay the message that elections scheduled for next year will be held as scheduled.

In the meantime, he hopes that all the reforms envisaged in the peace agreements will be implemented, including the reconstruction and integration of the armed forces.  The mission left Kinshasa early this morning and arrived in Bukavu, in the eastern part of the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

While in Bukavu, Council members met with local political and military leaders, as well as with UN mission representatives.

**Security Council
The main officials of the two international criminal Tribunals today told the Security Council, here in New York, that they are meeting their targets to complete their work, but also pleaded for more cooperation.

Carla Del Ponte, the Prosecutor for the Tribunal dealing with the former Yugoslavia, told the Security Council in its open meeting that the lack of cooperation by some States in arresting and transferring people is an obstacle that could still derail the completion strategy.  She said that 20 fugitives are still at large, and most should be tried in The Hague.

Hassan Jallow, the Prosecutor for the Rwanda Tribunal, said he is committed to the deadline for concluding investigations by the end of this year.  He said that 2005 will pose a real challenge, with the Tribunal having its highest number of simultaneous trials ever.

The Tribunal Presidents said that the Yugoslavia Tribunal has completed or is holding proceedings involving 60 accused, while the one in Rwanda has a total of completed and ongoing cases involving 48 accused.

We have all the official speeches available upstairs. 

**Côte d’Ivoire
The UN Mission in Côte d’Ivoire says the human rights situation in the country is worrisome. 

Cases of abuses, arbitrary arrests and detention incommunicado, as well as forced disappearances continue to be reported nationwide.

The UN Human Rights Office in Bouaké, in the north, reported yesterday increasing cases of forced disappearances, arrests and detention of people accused of being pro-Gbagbo, referring to the President. 

In this connection, the rebel Forces Nouvelles has proposed the nomination of a Liaison Officer with the mandate to interact on human rights issues with the Bouaké Office, the mission reports.

**Liberia
Liberia’s national elections scheduled to take place in October next year will be key to sustainable peace in the war-torn country, visiting Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations Jean-Marie Guéhenno said today in Monrovia.

We have more on his visit in a press release upstairs. 

**UNHCR - Colombia
A mission from the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees has confirmed deteriorating humanitarian conditions in the municipality of Bojaya, in Colombia's western province of Chocó.

And we have more on that in a press release. 

**WFP/FAO – DPRK
The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea will require food aid for more than a quarter of its population next year, despite its best harvest in ten years.

And that is the finding of a joint report by the World Food Programme and the Food and Agriculture Organization.

There’s more in a press release on that upstairs.

**Apologies to the “Wires”
Dealing with the Staff Council matter last week, I referred to wire service stories, or even to wire services in the plural, and some of you complained that I was casting aspersions.  So, I didn’t want to name the specific wire service that ran the story Thursday night, that caused this hubbub, but I’m afraid that in justice to the others, I have to.  It was Agence France Presse, English Language Service.  Apologies to the others.  

**Guest at Noon Tomorrow
Finally, our guest at the noon briefing tomorrow will be Juan Gabriel Valdes, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative in Haiti. And he’ll be here to talk to you about the situation in that country. 

That’s all I have for you.  Yes, Jonathan? 

**Questions and Answers
Question:  A couple of questions.  Will Kofi Annan have some comments about the Third Committee vote today that sort of let Sudan off-the-hook in terms of accountability for what’s going on in Darfur?  And the second question is:  We’ve learned that the Iraqi Mission to the United Nations is planning to, or has submitted a letter to the Security Council complaining that their money is going to the Volcker investigation.  Is there some sort of comment from your office about what the ramifications would be if that money were to no longer go to the Commission, the investigation, as it was earmarked earlier?  What sort of impact would that have on the Volcker investigation?  Where would the money be found then to pay for the investigation?

Spokesman:  I don’t think the Secretary-General would comment on your first question.  But, I’m not with him, he’s abroad and we’ll have to see.

On the second, I know that I announced to you that the Secretary-General sent a letter to the Council saying that, following consultations with the Council, he decided to seek appropriations for the Volcker Commission to be drawn from the so-called “2.2 per cent Account”, in other words, the “oil-for-food” money set aside for UN administration.  We did indeed receive a letter from Iraq questioning that.  We sent that letter to the Secretary-General for comment.  That letter was then answered last week, saying that we feel that it is a legitimate use of the 2.2 Account, and that members of the Security Council agreed with that judgment.  So we’ll see where that goes from here.  But as far as we’re concerned, this is an administrative decision made with the blessing of the Council and I don’t anticipate now it would be changed.  Therefore, the rest of your question is irrelevant. 

Question:  Would it be possible to get the letter, the response to the Iraqi mission?

Spokesman:  I can ask for you.  I mean there’s a limit to how much of this correspondence we’ll go public with, but I’ll ask for you. 

Question:  And another thing is, if the Security Council on reviewing the Iraqi mission’s complaint, decided that yes, indeed, we don’t want money to be taken out of the Iraqi budget, or Iraqi money that was allocated for the oil-for-food programme, where would the United Nations find the $30 million needed to run the Volcker investigation? 

Spokesman:  If you look at the Secretary-General’s initial letter, you’ll see that he considered going to the General Assembly for an assessment.  So it would either have to be paid by Member States or paid out of the 2.2 Account.  Those were the two options.  So he consulted, decided, after consulting Council members, that this was a legitimate use of the 2.2 funds and therefore that was his decision and that’s what they agreed with.  James?

Question:  Just to follow up with the Congo sex scandal story.  In Maggie’s piece from the LA Times today, it said one of the investigators sent to investigate the sex scandal was himself caught soliciting a prostitute.  Is that true? 

Spokesman:  It’s unfortunate that that appears to reflect badly on the OIOS investigators.  In fact, this was an auditor sent from Kinshasa.  So it was not one of the OIOS investigators.  I don’t think I can give you any more details, given that this is an investigation and it’s under investigation.  I can’t provide you with names but I can tell you that I was informed by OIOS this morning, this was not one of their people.

Question:  Fred, we saw a wall in front of the UN is being built.  Is that a new security measure? 

Spokesman:  We’re in the process of putting up a new fence around the perimeter.  The old one is practically a ladder; it’s very easy to climb up and over.  And, in fact, you’ll remember we had an incident over a year or so ago where someone actually did that and fired a shot at the UN building.  So, it will be a new fence coming up and in the meantime they put that very high security fence, further in towards the building, while they do the construction around the perimeter.  So I don’t know how long that will take, but anyway, they’re just beginning that work now. 

Question:  On this investigator.  You said he was an auditor sent from Kinshasa?

Spokesman: That’s all I know.  That’s all I was told by OIOS.  I don’t know…

Question:  Where was he sent to then from Kinshasa?

Spokesman:  I don’t know.  I assume he went to the east where there was an investigation into the abuses in the Bunia area.  I can try to…

Question:  Was he actually investigating the sex scandal?  Or was he doing something else?

Spokesman:  I don’t know.  I just got this e-mail from OIOS shortly before the briefing.  I can check with them after the briefing to see what other additional information I might be able to provide to you. 

[Later, the Spokesman announced that the individual who was accused of soliciting a prostitute in the DRC was not an OIOS investigator and was in no way involved in the investigation into the sexual abuse in the UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.  He is a resident auditor of OIOS and, therefore, an employee of OIOS.]

Spokesman for General Assembly President
Today the GeneralAssembly is considering the following items:

First is agenda item 163 entitled “the situation in the occupied territories of Azerbaijan”. In connection with this item, the Assembly has before it a draft resolution issued as document A/59/L.32.  The Minister of Foreign Affairs of Azerbaijan, Elmar Mammadyarov, introduced this draft resolution to the General Assembly.  Since consultations on this subject are still going on, action on the draft resolution is postponed to a later date yet to be announced.

This item was newly added to the Agenda of the General Assembly on 22 October on the request of Azerbaijan. 

The second item has to do with the implementation and follow-up of the outcomes of major United Nations conferences and summits in the economic, social and related fields.  The General Assembly will also take up the report of the Secretary-General on the follow-up to the outcome of the Millennium Summit.

Yesterday,the General Assembly met to begin planning for next year’s summit-level progress review.  Delegations generally agreed to a broad set of proposals offered by the Secretary-General on the modalities of the event, including that it be held from 14 to 16 September 2005, following the format and structure of the Millennium Summit -- that format being three days of plenary debate, made up of two meetings per day and four round-table discussions. 

Speakers generally supported the Secretary General’s proposals regarding another High-Level Dialogue on Financing for Development -- also set for next year -- stressing that that event should receive a high level of participation from all stakeholders, be visible and send a message of strong political commitment.  Others suggested that more time be devoted to informal discussions on when and where that follow-up to the 2002 Conference, held in Monterrey, Mexico, should take place.  The Secretary-General also suggested that the High-Level Dialogue be held in Geneva, Switzerland, in June or July 2005.

As you know, four years ago, world leaders adopted the Millennium Declaration at the conclusion of the United Nations Millennium Summit, setting out a blueprint to build a better and safer world for the next century through collective security and a global partnership for development.  The so-called Millennium Development Goals aimed at a series of ambitious targets ranging from halving extreme poverty to halting the spread of HIV/AIDS to providing universal primary education, all by the year 2015.

Last May, the Assembly decided to hold in New York in 2005, at the beginning of its sixtieth session, a ministerial-level meeting to review implementation of the Declaration and the integrated follow-up to other major United Nations conferences and summits.

Also yesterday, the General Assembly adopted a resolution commemorating the sixtieth anniversary of the end of the Second World War, and declared 8 to 9 May as a time of remembrance and reconciliation and invited all Member States, organizations of the United Nations system, non-governmental organizations and individuals to observe annually either one or both of those days in an appropriate manner to pay tribute to all who lost their lives in that War.  The Assembly would also hold a special solemn plenary meeting in the second week of May 2005 in commemoration of the sacrifices made during the War.

Moving onto the Committees work:  The Third Committee,moving into the second week of meetings devoted to action on the wide range of issues before it, adopted yesterday two draft resolutions. One resolution, relating to extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions; and another resolution relating to the elimination of religious intolerance respectively -- within its consideration of human rights.

Having adopted the text on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions by a recorded vote of 130 in favour to none against, with 45 abstentions, the Committee would have the General Assembly strongly condemn all such executions throughout the world and demand that all governments ensure that their practice was brought to an end.

Noting with grave concern that such practices could result in genocide or crimes against humanity, and that impunity continued to be a major cause of the perpetuation of violations of human rights -- including such executions -- the text would have the world body reiterate the obligation of all Member States to conduct exhaustive and impartial investigations into all suspected cases of extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions.

The text would also have the Assembly call upon all States in which the death penalty had not been abolished to comply with their obligations under relevant provisions of international human rights instruments.

The second draft, adopted by a recorded vote of 177 in favour to none against, with no abstentions, addressed the elimination of all forms of religious intolerance and would have the General Assembly urge States to ensure that their constitutional and legal systems provided effective guarantees of freedom of thought, conscience, religion or belief.

Urging States to ensure that no one within their jurisdiction was deprived of their right to life, liberty and security of person, the right to freedom of expression, the right not to be subjected to torture and the right not to be arbitrarily arrested and detained because of their religion or belief, the text would urge them to combat hatred, intolerance and acts of violence, intimidation and coercion motivated by intolerance.

The text would also have the General Assembly call upon all States to recognize the right of all persons to worship or assemble in connection with a religion or belief, and express grave concern at all attacks upon religious places, sites and shrines.

Any questions? If not, thank you. 

* *** *
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