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Human pressures 'ruining  mountains'

Immemorial the mountains may be - but not inviolable (Image:  M Infante)

              By Alex Kirby 

               BBC News Online environment correspondent 

The mountainous regions of the world are inexorably succumbing to the growing press of humanity, says a

               United Nations report. 

               Agriculture, building, war and climate change are all helping to tame what were once wildernesses. 

               The consequences for people who live in the mountains are likely to be severe. 

               As they play a crucial role in distributing water, the UN says, their future matters to us all. 

               A report published by the UN Environment Programme (Unep) says almost half of Africa's mountain regions are thought to have been appropriated for farming - 10% for crops, and 34% for grazing. 

               The regions whose mountains remain in their least damaged state are Greenland and north and central

               America. 

               The report, Mountain Watch, was compiled by the Unep World Conservation Monitoring  Centre (Unep-WCMC). It will be given to delegates to the Global Mountain Summit to be held in Bishkek, the capital of Kyrgyzstan, next week. 

               Combining the data 

               The report is the first map-based assessment of environmental change in mountain areas and  of the implications for sustainable development. 

               Dr Mark Collins, director of Unep-WCMC, said it graphically illustrated seven pressures or               causes of environmental change:  natural hazards, fire, climate change,  infrastructure growth,  violent conflict,               changes in land cover, and agricultural intensification. 

               Maps showing ecosystems and species were overlaid with information about these different               pressures, to identify conservation priorities. 

               Dr Collins said: "The results were stunning. We could clearly see which areas are suffering most from a combination of pressures or impacts. 

               "So for the first time we have a global snapshot of the threats and vulnerability of different mountain regions." 

               Dr Klaus Toepfer, Unep's executive director, said: "Mountains have often been seen as the  homes of the gods. Legends abound, from the  fabled yeti of the Himalayas to Bigfoot in the US. 

               Accelerating loss 

               "But this new report highlights how, like so  many parts of the world, some of these last wild areas are fast disappearing in the face of agriculture, infrastructure development and other creeping impacts. 

               "Behind all these is the spectre of climate change, which is already taking its toll on the glaciers and changing plant and animal communities in high altitude areas. 

               "These impacts and losses threaten the  health and well-being of us all. Mountains are the water towers               of the world." 

               The report says traditional agricultural systems, like terracing, can be good for mountainous areas,

               for example by helping to stabilise soils. 

               But much of the current conversion to farming is leading to loss of forests and other land cover, which can speed up erosion and soil loss. 

               'Neglect should end' 

               The report found: 

                    Parts of the Caucasus, California and the  north-west Andes are among the most  threatened and biodiversity-rich  mountain areas in the world, and deserve priority for conservation   Almost a quarter of mountain areas could  be seriously affected by roads, mining and power, and pipelines by 2035 Greenland's mountains are likely to be hardest hit by global warming, with 98% possibly seriously affected by 2055                     Africa's mountain regions are worst affected by multiple pressures.

               Dr Andrei Iatsenia, Unep's mountain programme coordinator, said mountain environments covered about 24% of the world's land surface "and deserve the level of concern afforded to other global ecosystems". 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

The Independent (London) 

October 24, 2002, Thursday 

Final untamed areas of the earth are disappearing 

      Mountains shrouded in mist. Scientists say these water towers of the world' are under threat Topham;      Mountain reindeer may disappear from ranges in Russia and northern Europe. Meanwhile, Mount Kilimanjaro's  icecap has shrunk by half in 40 years UNEP/Topham 

      BODY: 

      AN UNPRECEDENTED period of environmental degradation is threatening the survival of the world's mountain  regions, according to a United Nations report published yesterday. 

      Wildlife in some of the most remote and beautiful regions on Earth is suffering from a sustained      environmental assault by everything from guerrilla warfare to global warming. 

      The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) report warns that time is running out for some of the planet's most      fragile ecosystems. In the UNEP's first worldwide assessment of the impact on mountains caused by natural      disasters and human activities, scientists from its World Conservation Monitoring Centre in Cambridge have      identified seven primary threats to mountain regions: natural hazards, fire, climate change, the growth of  roads and other infrastructures, violent human conflict, deforestation and agricultural intensification. 

      Mark Collins, the director of the centre, said the report overlaid maps of affected areas with data on      threatened species to identify the priorities for mountain conservation. 

      "The result was stunning. We could clearly see which areas are suffering most due to a combination of      pressures or impacts. So for the first time we have a global snapshot of the threats and vulnerability of      different mountain regions," Dr Collins said. 

      From Mount Olympus in Greece to Mount Fuji in Japan, mountains have played a critical role in cultural      tradition and have been a source of wonder and inspiration to generations of people throughout the world,      according to Klaus Toepfer, executive director of UNEP. 

      "Our reverence for these unique wilderness areas has been partly based on their remoteness, their      inaccessibility. But this new report highlights how, like so many parts of the world, some of these last wild    areas are fast disappearing," Mr Toepfer said. 

      UNEP scientists estimate that almost half of Africa's mountain regions are under the plough or the hoof, with      about 10 per cent of mountain areas converted to cropland and 34 per cent used for grazing. 

      The great mountainous tracts of Asia and South America are going the same way. Only the mountains of      North and Central America are approaching a pristine state, with just 14 per cent of the land here given over  to either grazing or crops. "These losses are not just regrettable but threaten the health and well-being of us all. Mountains are the water towers of the world, from which the world's mighty rivers spring," Mr Toepfer said. 

      The report, called Mountain Watch, shows that some 41 per cent of mountain land has been subjected to     "high intensity human conflict" between 1946 and 2001. This compares with 26 per cent of non-mountain      land. 

      Global warming is also threatening many high-altitude regions, such as the Monteverde cloud forest of Costa      Rica and the glaciers of Kilimanjaro in Kenya whose icecap has shrunk by more than a half in 40 years. 

      UNEP estimates that 98 per cent of Greenland's mountains will be suffering severely by global warming by      2055, along with most of the high altitude glaciers of South America such as the Cordillera Blanca in Peru. 

      The scientists say conservation efforts should be concentrated on the mixed forests of the Caucasus, the      moist forests of the north-western Andes and the montane ecosystems of California. 

      Wild mountain reindeer in Norway were also threatened by the construction of recreational resorts and      cabins in what was once one of the most remote regions of Europe, said Christian Nellemann, a scientist with UNEP. 

      "The reindeer population will have to be reduced greatly in the coming years to avoid overgrazing in the     remaining few undisturbed areas," Dr Nellemann said. "They may even disappear from many of the current      ranges. It is a tragedy."

_______________________________________________________________________________________

The Guardian (London) 

October 24, 2002 

 Mountain cultures in grave danger says UN: Agriculture, climate and warfare pose dire threat to

      highland regions around the world 

Mountain people around the world, including parts of Europe, are in great danger of losing their cultures and      being caught by conflict and environmental degradation, according to a UN report. 

      As global warming and deforestation accelerated, and technology made wild places accessible,      environmental and social pressures on the remotest regions were mounting, said the authors from the World      Conservation monitoring centre in Cambridge. 

      They found that many mountainous regions - officially inhabited by one in five of the population, according      to the UN, were barely recognisable when compared with 60 years ago, mostly because forests had been felled to make way for cattle grazing and agriculture. 

      Almost half of Africa's upland areas had been put under the plough or the hoof, and been made susceptible      to fire and human conflict. This land use change, said the report, had increased rapidly with globalisation. It     was adversely affecting soils, regional climates, and water supplies for lowland areas. If trends continued,  said the report, the fabled snows of Kili manjaro in east Africa would have all melted within 30 years. 

      Greenland's icy mountains were expected to be the region hardest hit by global warming. The author      expected 98% of its mountain areas to experience severe climate change by 2055. 

      "These losses are not just regrettable but actually threaten the health and well-being of us all. Mountains  are the water towers of the world, from where the world's rivers spring. We must act to conserve them for  the benefit of mountain people, for the benefit of humankind," said Klaus Toepfer, head of the UN's environment programme, yesterday. 

      The report also found that more than 40% of the world's mountain regions had experienced violent conflict      since 1945, compared to 26% of lowland areas. In Africa 67% of the mountainous land had suffered "high      intensity conflict". 

      "Mountains give strategic advantage to insurgents by providing places of refuge. The terrain hinders road      building, thereby restricting law enforcement. A lack of infrastructure can make civil war more likely or      prolonged," said Adrian Newton, lead author of the report. 

      Mr Newton questioned the land use policies of many countries, which encouraged intensification of      agriculture in mountain regions. "These lands are less suitable for growing crops than more lowland areas.      This, allied to envi ronmental degradation, may play a role in increasing the risk of armed conflict," he said. 

      Biological losses were expected by the report to be heavy. The mountains of Europe, parts of California and      the north-west Andes, were among the most threatened, bio-diversity rich, mountain areas in the world, it said, and should be made conservation priorities. 

      Mankind could be expected to deliberately destroy great areas over the next 30 years. A quarter of all      mountain areas could be "highly impacted" by infrastructure development such as roads, mining, and power and pipelines by 2035. 

      The UN is anxious to raise attention to the problems facing mountain areas because they are inhabited by      some of the most vulnerable people, who can lose their livelihoods with even the smallest shifts in climate or      insensitive developments. 

      Meanwhile, many mountain regions are losing people. Thousands of villages in Europe are deserted most of      the year; in other areas like Nepal, people are drifting to the cities in search of work. 

      "These losses affect us all, said Mr Toepfer. "Mountains have been a source of wonder and inspiration for      human societies and cultures since time immemorial. But some of these last wild areas are fast disappearing in the face of agriculture, infrastructure development, and other creeping impacts". 

      The report will be presented to heads of state at the world's first mountain summit at Bishkek in Kyrgyzstan      next week. 

      The snows of Mount Kilimanjaro in east Africa will all melt within 30 years if climate trends continue,  the UN report says

_______________________________________________________________________________________

XINHUA GENERAL NEWS SERVICE 

October 23, 2002 

Mountains worldwide need urgent measures of protection: UNEP 

       NAIROBI, Oct. 23 (Xinhua) --Mountains, dubbed the water tower of the world, are facing increasingly threat      from farming, grazing and a variety of other factors, and unless urgent measures are taken, the world's  sustainable development would be at risk, the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) said here      Wednesday. 

      "Africa's mountain regions are being hardest hit by multiple pressures including conversion of forests and      other mountain terrain to grazing land, fire and violent human conflict," said UNEP in a report released here. 

      In Africa, an estimated 10 percent of mountain areas have been converted to cropland and 34 percent      turned over to grazing, said the report, which is the first map-based assessment of environmental change in      mountain areas and the implications for sustainable development. The report has been compiled by the UNEP World Conservation Monitoring Center (UNEP-WCMC) as a contribution to the International Year of  the Mountains, and will be presented to heads of state, ministers and other delegates attending the Global      Mountain Summit in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, which runs from Oct. 29 to Nov. 1. 

      "This new report highlights how, like so many parts of the world, some of these last wild areas are fast      disappearing in the face of agriculture, infrastructure development and other creeping impacts," said Klaus      Toepfer, executive director of UNEP. 

      Behind all these is the specter of climate change, which is already taking its toll on the glaciers and      changing plant and animal communities in high altitude areas, he said. 

      "These impacts, these losses, are not just regrettable but threaten the health and well-being of us all," he      noted. 

      "Mountains are the water towers of the world, from where the world's mighty rivers spring. We must act to      conserve them for the benefit of mountain people, for the benefit of human-kind," he said. 

      Mark Collins, director of the UNEP-WCMC, said that the report graphically illustrated seven pressures or      causes of environmental change in mountains, which are natural hazards, fire, climate change, infrastructure      growth, violent human conflicts, changes in land cover and agricultural intensification. 

      To identify the priority areas for global mountain conservation, maps of ecosystem and indicator species      groups were overlaid with information about the various pressures, he said. 

      "The result was stunning. We could clearly see which areas are suffering most due to a combination of      pressures or impacts. So for the first time we have a global snapshot of the threats and vulnerability of      different mountain regions." 

      According to the report, almost a quarter of mountain areas globally could be highly impacted by      infrastructure development including roads, mining and power and pipelines by 2035. 

      South America's mountain areas appear particularly vulnerable to destructive earthquakes with approximately      88 percent of the mountain land area deemed at risk. 

      Parts of the Caucasus, California and the North-West Andes are among the most threatened bio-diversity      rich mountain areas in the world, said the report. 

      The mountains of Greenland are likely to be the hardest hit by global warming, the report said, warning that      98 percent of its mountain areas could be suffering severe climate changes by 2055. 

      "Mountain environments cover some 24 percent of the world's land surface and deserve the level of concern      afforded to other global ecosystems," said Andrei Iatsenia, UNEP's mountain program coordinator. 

      To this end, UNEP, with support from the Global Environment Facility (GEF), is promoting a more strategic      approach to tackling mountain problems, he said. 

      Iatsenia said that he hoped that the report would provide accessible and accurate information for policy      makers and all involved in mountain issues.

_______________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Beyond the Kyoto Protocol: Talks Open in India 

                      By J.R. Pegg 

                      WASHINGTON, DC, October 23, 2002 (ENS) - World leaders have gathered in New Delhi, India to discuss climate change initiatives that move beyond the Kyoto Protocol, despite continued U.S. opposition to the agreement. The meeting, which began today and continues through November 1, comes in the  wake of recent announcements of support for the Kyoto Protocol by Russia and Canada. 

                      Impending ratification by Russia and Canada will bring the international agreement to cut greenhouse gas emissions into effect in early 2003. The  United States and Australia are the lone holdouts amid the 39 original parties.   Both have refused to sign on to the Kyoto Protocol based on concerns over  its economic impact. 

                      The Eighth Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change opened today in New Delhi, India. (Photo courtesy UNFCC)

                      The United States is responsible for almost 25  percent of all greenhouse gas emissions, and             environmentalists question how a global initiative on climate change can succeed without American support. 

                      "By the time the Protocol enters into force, developed countries will have less than 10 years to                      meet their Kyoto targets for greenhouse gases," said Joke Waller-Hunter, executive secretary of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). "The big question now is what practical actions these governments, including those that choose to remain outside Kyoto, are taking to lower their emissions." 

                      Members are meeting in New Delhi for 10 days for the Eighth Conference of the Parties (COP-8) to the UNFCCC. Under the Kyoto Protocol, an addition to  the UNFCCC, 37 industrialized nations have agreed to cut their emissions of  six greenhouse gases linked to global warming: carbon dioxide, methane,  nitrous oxide, hydrofluorocarbons, perfluorocarbons, and sulphur  hexafluoride. 

Mohamed Elyazghi, Minister of Environment for Morocco (left) and Joke Waller-Hunter, UNFCCC Executive Secretary, light a lamp to open the COP-8 meeting, a traditional  Indian ceremony to wish the event every success. (Photo courtesy Earth Negotiations Bulletin-IISD)

                                                     Thirty-nine nations were to have been governed by the original agreement signed in Kyoto, Japan in December 1997, but the Bush administration in March 2001 said that the United States would not ratify the protocol, and earlier this year, Australia followed suit. 

                      The U.S. and Australia have argued that the Kyoto Protocol's focus on curbing emissions from industrialized nations, with developing countries asked to cut emissions later, placed an unfair burden on companies based in industrial countries. 

                      At the COP-8 meeting, a strong focus on the concerns of developing countries is expected, Waller-Hunter said. Topics will include preparing to cope with global warming impacts, accelerating the transfer of climate friendly technologies and integrating climate policies more closely with sustainable development. 

                      Environmental groups applaud a focus on helping developing nations, but insist that the developed world must show greater leadership. 

                      Kevin Baumert of the World Resources Institute. (Photo courtesy Earth Negotiations Bulletin-IISD)

                      "We should not be satisfied with a haphazard round of commitments by governments," said Kevin

                      Baumert, coauthor of a new World Resources Institute report on climate change. "The dangers of                   climate change are too great and they fall disproportionately on the world's poor." 

                      The report's 17 authors from nine countries warn that  the weak leadership from industrialized countries and the repudiation of the Kyoto Protocol by the United States could jeopardize any new efforts to address climate change. The report details seven approaches to climate protection, all building on the original                      Kyoto Protocol. 

                      Under the Protocol, ratifying nations agree to reduce their emissions of carbon dioxide to an average of 5.2 percent below 1990 levels during the five year period 2008 to 2012. For the Kyoto Protocol to take effect, 55 governments, including developed countries representing at least 55 percent of that group's 1990 carbon dioxide emissions, must ratify the treaty. 

                      As of early October, 95 parties had ratified, including developed countries responsible for 37.1 percent of carbon dioxide emissions. Canadian and  Russian ratification, expected in early 2003, will push the level of support for Kyoto above the necessary threshold for implementation. 

                      Russia accounted for 17.4 percent of global 1990 carbon dioxide emissions and Canada was responsible for 3.3 percent. In comparison, the U.S. accounted for 36.1 percent of the world's carbon emissions, and Australia contributed 2.1 percent. 

                      Despite its lack of support for Kyoto, the U.S. will be following protocol issues at the New Delhi meeting, said Harlan Watson, senior U.S. climate negotiator and a leading member of the U.S. State Department delegation  to  the talks. 

                      "We're certainly not going to interfere, but we will be watching very carefully, obviously to protect our national interests," Harlan said. 

                                                             The United States is hoping to get credit  under the Kyoto                                                Protocol for replanting  clearcuts like this one in  Mt. Hood National  Forest, Oregon (Photo                          courtesy American Lands)

                                                             Emissions trading will also be a hot topic at the conference, as                                                         members discuss  the role of economic  mechanisms to help developing countries absorb the costs of limiting                     greenhouse gas emissions. The conference is scheduled to adopt operating rules for the Clean Development Mechanism (CDM), a tool to finance projects in developing countries that reduce the manmade carbon dioxide emissions  that cause global warming. 

                      These projects could include funding for carbon sinks - forest tracts or agricultural areas where growing vegetation absorbs carbon dioxide. Investment in these sinks could earn companies and nations carbon credits, allowing them to make fewer emissions cuts to meet the Kyoto Protocol's requirements - a concept that has generated a great deal of controversy. 

                      Environmental groups argue that effective CDM guidelines must generate new and additional carbon dioxide emission reductions, or promote investment in clean, renewable energy technologies. 

                      "To fulfill their responsibility in addressing the problem of global warming, governments must act decisively to improve the rules and ensure the environmental quality of the projects undertaken," said Jennifer Morgan, director of the World Wildlife Fund's (WWF) climate change program. "It is New Delhi that will be remembered for either setting the Clean Development Mechanism, science and carbon sinks on the right track or creating bad precedents and stalling the debate while the earth continues to warm." 

                      IUCN Director General Achim Steiner (Photo courtesy World Conservation Union)

                      The emerging market for carbon credits is detailed in a new report from the World Conservation Union (IUCN) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). 

                      The report outlines a set of strategies and methods for climate change mitigation measures that can also deliver sustainable development benefits. It will be presented at the conference but the IUCN is determined to showcase its ideas as a complement to, not a replacement for, emissions cuts. 

                      "Energy consuming sectors need to significantly reduce their emissions and this should be the most important undertaking of both governments and the  private sector," said IUCN Director General Achim Steiner. "Efforts to reduce emissions should not be replaced by forestry or other land use activities that sequester carbon, thereby reducing greenhouse gases." 

                      For more information on the World Resources Institute report on climate change, visit: http://pubs.wri.org/pubs_description.cfm?PubID=3762 

For more information on the IUCN/UNEP report on mitigation measures, visit:

                      http://www.iucn.org/info_and_news/press/carbonfpb.pdf 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

REUTERS

India urges support for Kyoto climate pact
  NEW DELHI - India issued a call yesterday for countries to ratify the Kyoto Protocol aimed at cutting emissions of greenhouse gases  blamed for global warming. 

  Indian environment minister T.R. Baalu told a U.N. climate conference the world risked greater hunger and poverty because of changes in the weather and the protocol had to be implemented as quickly as possible. 

  "We must bring into force the protocol without delay. Rises in temperature are already beginning to affect physical and biological  systems," Baalu told the opening session of the 10-day annual U.N. conference. 

  "Frequent floods and droughts are having a serious impact." 

  India is among the more than 90 countries that have ratified the treaty. 

  The conference is expected to focus on how shifting weather patterns may hurt developing countries. 

  Baalu said lower rainfall and higher temperatures stemming from climate change were expected to reduce world food grain yields. 

  "The increased risk of the negative impacts of climate change in developing countries will worsen poverty. Hunger is estimated to increase," he said. 

  Kyoto aims to lower greenhouse gas emissions from the developed world by 5.2 percent of 1990 levels as a first step to bigger cuts aimed  at stopping global warming. Targets under the 1997 treaty so far only apply to developed states. 

  To come into force, the protocol must be ratified by enough industrialised countries to account for at least 55 percent of the developed  world's 1990 carbon dioxide emissions. 

  The pact, signed by then U.S. President Bill Clinton, was a result of the first Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro 10 years ago. Clinton's  successor, George W. Bush, pulled out of the treaty last year, saying it would hurt the U.S. economy. 

  Without the world's biggest polluter, a vote-weighting system means the pact is dead in the water without Russia but Russia has given its  backing and has said it may ratify the treaty this year, virtually ensuring its implementation. 

  "Let's press for the entry into force of the Kyoto protocol - the key for which is with developed countries," said Baalu. 

  Recent climate disasters around the world - from droughts in India and the United States to floods in Europe - have served as potent  warnings of some of the expected consequences of global warming. 

  The meeting brings together more than 3,000 delegates - including 80 government ministers from 185 countries. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Deutsche Presse-Agentur

October 23, 2002, Wednesday   

Conference on climate change begins in New Delhi
The eighth session of the Conference of Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (COP8) began in New Delhi Wednesday with a call for early implementation of the 1997 Kyoto protocol on reducing greenhouse gases.

Inaugurating the conference, Moroccan Environment Minister Mohamed Elyazghi said the world continued to face the wrath of climate change in all its forms.

    "Climate change is an undeniable daily reality, the effects of which are flagrant" he said.  

    The previous meeting at Marakkesh took several decisions to help developing countries check climate change, such as the allotment of funds and transfer of technology, and put in place a system of observance and a mechanism to move forward to implement the Kyoto protocol.

    The Kyoto protocol of 1997 envisages the reduction of emission of greenhouse gases like carbon dioxide in industrialized nations by the year 2012 by about 5.2 per cent compared to their 1990 levels.

    Elyazghi, who chaired the 2001 Marakkesh meeting, said it was time that decisions taken in Morocco were implemented.

    "A lot of work needs to be done at New Delhi. In maintaining the spirit which prevailed during the negotiations at Marakkesh, I am convinced that we would overcome all the difficulties".

    Indian Environment Minister T.R. Baalu, who succeeded Elyazghi as the president of the conference, said the agreements reached at the sixth and

seventh sessions of the COP at Bonn and Marakkesh "has brought us within the reach of Kyoto protocol. We must bring into force the protocol without delay".

    Outlining the effects of global warming due to greenhouse gases, Baalu said the rise in temperatures was beginning to affect physical and biological systems.

    "Frequent floods and droughts are having serious impacts. Depleted moisture combined with heat stress is projected to reduce the global yield of major foodgrains," the minister said.

    "The increased risk of negative impacts of climate change in developing countries will worsen poverty. Hunger is estimated to increase with low-income groups less able to afford sufficient food."

    Baalu said the New Delhi conference could be a milestone in implementation and promotion of sustainable development to address climate change.

    "Linkages between climate change and sustainable development recognize the problems of poverty, land degradation, access to water and food and human health. Poverty eradication is an indispensable requirement of sustainable development," he said.

    The minister said a Delhi Declaration to be issued at the end of the conference would cover climate change and sustainable development.

    Baalu said the key to realize the Kyoto protocol lay with developed countries and they must modify their long-term emission trend of greenhouse gases.

    Joke Waller-Hunter, executive secretary of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, said the Delhi conference will mark a transition from negotiations towards implementation of steps to bring into effect the Kyoto protocol.

    At the New Delhi meeting, concrete ways of reducing carbon dioxide emissions will be discussed.

    The agenda includes so-called carbon trading or emission trading, which among other things envisages offsetting of carbon dioxide emissions of developed countries by investing in reforestation and clean energy programmes of developing countries.

    The summit will also focus on the impact of climate change on the economy,  agriculture and health. dpa mvb an vb

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Associated Press

U.N. conference to discuss implementation of Kyoto Protocol on climate change

Weather catastrophes around the world show there is little doubt the Earth's climate is changing, the outgoing head of the U.N. Framework Convention on Climate Change warned Wednesday.

   The Earth is facing a "worrisome situation, with catastrophes occurring daily, causing enormous damage and making climate change an undeniable reality," said Mohamed Elyazghi of Morocco, the outgoing president of the U.N. Convention, at a conference aimed at reducing greenhouse gas emissions and curb global

warming.

   The 10-day U.N. Climate Change Convention is to focus on preparing governments and civilians, especially in developing countries, for the 1997 Kyoto Protocol on climate change, which comes into effect early next year.  

   Government leaders and environmental scientists from around the world were gathering to discuss implementation of the landmark accord, which calls for cuts in carbon emissions.

   The United Nations says recent climate disasters around the world - from droughts in India to floods throughout Europe - are potent reminders of the expected consequences of global warming.

   Environmentalists warn rising temperatures will increase the frequency and severity of heat waves and tropical cyclones, while possible shifts in climate patterns could lead to changes in rainfall patterns, leading to more intense floods and droughts.

   Rules for implementing the accord were concluded last year in Morocco. The convention in New Delhi was to focus on financing for projects to help developing countries adopt climate-friendly technologies for reducing carbon dioxide and other heat-trapping gases. 

   T.R. Baalu, India's minister for environment and forest and the new conference president, said: "Higher priority should be given to adaptation ...keeping in view that those with the least resources have the least capacity to

adapt and are the most vulnerable."

   Baalu said developed countries must take the lead in changing their habits, and those that have signed the protocol are committed to taking steps that reverse the damage.

   While delegates at the conference worked out the nitty-gritty of speeding up funding to implement the protocol, nongovernment organizations held separate meetings where they criticized the slow pace of achieving emission reduction targets and the lack of funds for developing countries to adopt cleaner technologies.

   "We believe the Kyoto protocol is woefully inadequate in curbing emissions, considering the enormity of the problem confronting us," said Kate Hampton of Friends of the Earth International.

   Environmental activists also warned of the dangers of partial solutions to the problem.

   "We have to ensure that the Kyoto protocol comes into force, and at the same time work for cleaner technologies. We shouldn't get sidetracked, nor allow the treaty to be watered down," said Karla Schoeters of the Climate Action Network, a Brussels-based NGO.

   So far, 96 countries, including India and the European Union countries, have ratified the Kyoto Protocol, which was negotiated in 1997. Afghanistan became the latest country to ratify on Sept. 19, announced Joke Waller-Hunter, the U.N. conference's executive secretary.

   The United States has refused to ratify the agreement, saying it will be too costly for industries.

   U.N. organizers said the convention would be attended by more than 3,000 delegates from the United Nations' 185 member states.

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

National Post (f/k/a The Financial Post)

October 23, 2002 Wednesday Toronto Edition

UN meeting eyes climate change causes and impact: Likely last talks before Kyoto

NEW DELHI - Government officials and environmental experts from around the world will gather in India beginning today to look at ways of cutting greenhouse gas emissions and coping with the impact of climate change.

   The 10-day annual United Nations climate change conference is likely to focus on its impact on poorly prepared developing countries, U.N. officials said yesterday.  

   It is likely to be the last major climate conference before the 1997 Kyoto protocol on reducing emissions of greenhouse gases is expected to come into force early next year.

   Jean Chretien, the Prime Minister, has pledged to sign the accord by the end of the year. Under the Kyoto accord, Canada must reduce its annual greenhouse gas emissions to 6% below 1990 levels by the year 2010.

   Greenhouse gases, largely produced by the burning of fossil fuels, are believed to be the source of a gradual rise in the Earth's temperature.

   When oil, gas and coal are burned, they release vast amounts of carbon dioxide that collects in and warms the atmosphere by trapping the sun's radiation. The amount of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere has increased 30%

since fossil fuels were put to work fuelling the Industrial Revolution.

   Scientific reports and papers have warned for decades that mankind is running an uncontrolled -- and potentially catastrophic -- experiment with the global climate. Production of greenhouse gases, such as carbon dioxide, is altering the chemistry of the atmosphere.

   "Recent climate disasters around the world -- from droughts in India and the United States to floods throughout Europe -- have served as potent reminders of some of the expected consequences of global warming," the United Nations said in a statement.

   The meeting brings together more than 3,000 delegates -- including 80 government ministers, from 185 member states of the U.N. Climate Change

Convention.

_______________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Australia Asks CITES to Safeguard Toothfish 

                      By Mark Schulman 

                      CANBERRA, Australia, October 22, 2002 (ENS) - In its effort to protect the  Patagonian toothfish from illegal fishing in Antarctic waters, Australia is seeking to have the deep sea species protected under international law. 

                      Earlier this year, Australian Environment Minister Dr. David Kemp announced  that his country would nominate the Patagonian Toothfish under Appendix II of the UN Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) when Parties to the treaty meet in Chile November 3 to 15. 

                                   Australian Environment Minister David Kemp (Photo courtesy Office of the Minister)

                                   “A bid to have the toothfish attached to a CITES listing  will send a very clear signal that Australia is prepared to  go to bat for both the commercial sustainability of our  fishery and responsible environmental conduct,” Kemp  said. 

                                   Supporting the move are several international environmental organizations, including Greenpeace, the Humane Society International, WWF Australia, and the Antarctic and Southern Ocean Coalition. 

                      “We can only hope that a combination of pressure through concerted international diplomacy, stronger international legal protection and on the ground enforcement will finally bring about the poachers undoing,” said  Nicola Beynon, a wildlife campaigner with the Australian branch of Humane Society International. 

                      A CITES Appendix II listing applies to species that are not necessarily threatened with extinction, but that may become so unless trade is controlled.  Species listed under Appendix II must be accompanied by an appropriate  CITES export permit issued by the exporting country before entry to the importing country will be allowed. 

                      Appendix I, on the other hand, includes species threatened with extinction. Trade in these species, such as the African elephant, mountain gorillas, and  the Australian dugong are permitted only in exceptional circumstances. 

                      Patagonian toothfish (Photo courtesy TRAFFIC Toothfish Report)

                      The CITES announcement comes at a time when the  Australian government is trying to prosecute the crew of two Russian flagged vessels, the Lena and the Volga, that were seized by the Australian Navy earlier this year for poaching the Patagonian Toothfish in the country’s remote sub-Antarctic Exclusive                      Economic Zone (EEZ) near Heard and McDonald Islands. The World Heritage listed islands are 4,000 kilometers, or about six days by boat, southwest of the Western Australian city of Perth. 

                      According to Australian government officials, a total of 200 metric tons of Patagonian Toothfish, worth about US$1.3 million, was confiscated from the two ships. 

                      The ships and crew members are still in custody pending a court hearing in November. In the meantime, the Supreme Court of Western Australia has recently increased the bail for the Russian captain and three Spanish crew of  the Volga from US$37,500 to US$137,500 per person, while the three crew  members from the Lena were fined US$50,000. Those in custody will not be permitted to leave Australian jurisdiction until cash deposits for the bail are received. 

                      “The court decision has the effect of amplifying the government’s serious position on illegal fishing and ensuring that justice proceeds,” said Australian Fisheries Minister Senator Ian Macdonald. 

                      Australian Fisheries Minister Senator Ian Macdonald (Photo courtesy Office of the Minister)

                      Macdonald said that the initial apprehension of the two Russian flagged vessels was proof of the government’s determination to protect Australia’s fishing interests and  sovereignty and to preserving the stock of valuable species such as the Patagonian toothfish. 

                      As a result, the Australian government is increasing  surveillance and enforcement of the sub-Antarctic waters  surrounding the Heard Island and McDonald Islands fishery to minimize illegal catches of the valuable toothfish. 

                      The fisheries around Heard and McDonald Islands, where the two ships were caught, are worth some US$15 million a year to legal Australian fishing operators, according to the Australian Fisheries Management Authority. 

                      But its remoteness creates logistical problems for Australian protection, which  illegal fishing boats often try to exploit. Other territories in the region, such as  the French island of Kergeulen, have faced similar incursions by illegal  operators. 

                      This is not the first time foreign trawlers have been caught fishing illegally in Australian waters. A Togo registered vessel, the South Tomi, was caught with  a US$800,000 haul taken from the Australian Fishing Zone around the Australian territory of Heard Island in the southern Indian Ocean. 

                                                          The South Tomi (left) in  custody of the Australian                 government-chartered vessel  Southern Supporter returning from South Africa to Australia (Photo courtesy                                                     Australian Fisheries Management Authority)

                                                          The South Tomi was captured in March 2001, after a 14 day hot                                                          pursuit across the Southern Ocean involving three countries - France, South Africa and Australia. Its captain has beeen ordered to pay US$68,000, the highest fine imposed in Australia for poaching to date. 

                      It appears that the seizure of the two Russian flagged vessels is just the tip of  the iceberg. According to Greenpeace Australia, the Lena and the Volga are but two of many pirate fishing vessels poaching the Patagonian toothfish. 

                      “We estimate that at least 30 vessels are currently operating in the southern Indian Ocean, but there are obviously more vessels that we don’t know about,” Greenpeace Oceans campaigner Quentin Hanich said in an interview. 

                      “It’s great to catch one ship, but what about the ones that get away?” he queried. 

                      A report by the wildlife trade monitoring organization, TRAFFIC, stated the total trade in unprocessed toothfish for 1999-2000 was as high as 59,000 metric tons. Up to 33,000 tons of this amount were caught by pirate ships like the Lena and the Volga and sold in poorly regulated ports in such countries as                Mauritius, Namibia, Uruguay, and increasingly in Indonesia. 

                      The catches then make their way to overseas markets, particularly Japan, the United States and Europe, where they are incorrectly, but cleverly, marketed by fish retailers to unsuspecting customers as Chilean sea bass in the U.S.,Australian or Antarctic sea bass in the UK, Mero in Japan, or Légine Austral                      in France. 

                      Other known importing countries are Canada, Argentina, New Zealand, Singapore, Spain, and China. 

                      Hong Kong and Thailand are emerging as new destinations for the processing and consumption of the delicious and lucrative toothfish. 

                      The Patagonian toothfish (Dissostichus eleginoides) is not even related to the sea bass family. Rather, it is a demersal species found at or near the sea bottom. It lives in water up to 3,500 meters deep, primarily off islands in the  southern oceans close to Antarctica. 

                      Like other deep sea fish, very little is known about the toothfish. It is known that they have a lifespan of up to 50 years, but do not start spawning until  they are 10 to 12 years of age. 

                      Toothfish are one of the two largest species of fish occurring in the Antarctic, reaching up to 2.2 meters (7 feet) in length and up to 100 kilograms (220 pounds) in weight. 

                      As a result of illegal fishing, particularly the overfishing of juvenile fish, many scientists believe that the Patagonian toothfish will be commercially extinct in several years, very much like that of the marbled rockcod and the mackerel icefish. 

                      After just two years of pirate fishing of Patagonian toothfish around Crozet  Island, southeast of South Africa, the fishery has already reached its point of  commercial extinction. 

                      Drowned albatross caught on a pelagic longline (Photo by G. Robertson courtesy Australian Antarctic Division)

                      Pirate fishers, as well as licensed ones, are having a devastating impact on seabird  populations, killing hundreds of thousands  of petrels and albatrosses, which easily get hooked and drowned as by-catch on the long fishing lines that can stretch for miles.   Several species of these seabirds are currently facing extinction. 

                      “The fish stocks are basically just on the way down, and that is largely a result of illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing,” Greenpeace campaigner Hanich stressed. 

                      “You will never solve IUU fishing in the Southern Antarctic at sea, it is just too big and too remote,” he said. 

                      In 1979, the Australian government created a fishing zone to manage and                      conserve the fisheries and other marine life within 200 nautical miles from its shores. This includes the waters surrounding Australia’s offshore territories of Cocos, Christmas, Norfolk, Macquarie, Heard and McDonald Islands. 

                      In addition, the 1982 Convention for the Conservation of Antarctic Marine  Living Resources (CCAMLR), was set up by concerned parties, including Australia, to manage the Southern Ocean ecosystem around Antarctica. 

                      CCAMLR has made an attempt to monitor the toothfish trade under its Catch Documentation Scheme (CDS), but as many of the trading nations involved  are non-signatories to the convention, regulation is difficult. 

                                                 Sea bass for sale in Canada (Photo courtesy WWF-Canada)

                                                 “All possible avenues must be  explored to urgently bring the                                     Patagonian toothfish fishery under effective management, otherwise strong market demand and high prices                                                 will continue to attract illegal fishing operations to the long term detriment of the Patagonian toothfish stocks,”

                                                 Hanich said. 

                      According to Humane Society International, the CITES listing is designed to provide additional trade controls to support existing measures under the CCAMLR agreement and to plug current loopholes available for poachers to ply their illegal catch. 

                      Combining forces with the legal Australian fishing industry, whose livelihood is on the line, conservationists are working on a global lobbying effort to support the Australian government’s campaign to get the toothfish listed. 

                      “Australia's attempts to protect this fish, and their own legitimate industry, and their efforts to find a global solution to the problem, should be supported by all nations around the world - those that harvest the fish and those that consume it,” said Susan Lieberman, director of the World Wildlife Federation’s international species program. 

                      If the CITES nomination is successful, the 160 countries that are signatories to the Convention would be able to impose strict trade regulation on toothfish cargoes entering international ports and demand proper certification to ensure that the catch is legal. 

                      But getting a CITES listing requires time and intense political lobbying. There is also staunch opposition, especially from countries like Japan who do not want to see any commercial marine fish listed that might jeopardize their profitable fishing industry. 

                      The upcoming CITES Conference of the Parties opens in two weeks in Santiago, Chile which has an interest in toothfish conservation. The Patagonian toothfish was virtually unknown until Chilean fishers caught a  specimen in the deep waters in the Southern Ocean off Chile in 1982. Since then “Chilean sea bass” quickly became popular on many high end restaurant menus. 

                      Toothfish are so valuable in the fishing industry that they are known as“white gold.” The Australian government estimates that pirate fishing is worth about US$90 million a year, although many believe it to be much higher.  A single sashimi-grade Patagonian toothfish can fetch up to US$1,000. 

                      With prices like this, it is no wonder that illegal fishers continue to poach, even with the risk of getting caught. Still, the apprehension of the two Russian pirate ships, and a possible international trade regulation of the species, may send a strong deterrent message to the future Lenas and Volgas of the world to stop plundering the treasures of the Southern Ocean. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

REUTERS

Huge dust storm blankets eastern Australia
  SYDNEY - A huge dust storm, whipped up by winds blowing across drought-ravaged farmlands, blanketed Australia's biggest city   Sydney and swept across four states yesterday. 

  More than 60 bushfires in New South Wales (NSW) state added to the storm, reducing visibility in places to a few hundreds metres (feet),   and prompting health authorities to warn people with asthma and breathing difficulties to stay indoors. 

  Sydney's southwest recorded a reading of 150 micrograms of dust per cubic metre of air, said the NSW Environment Protection Authority.   A reading of 50 is considered high. 

  "We have seen air pollution today at particularly high levels," said Dr Steve Corbett from the NSW Health Department. 

  "It is at a level which we see during our worst air pollution episodes. It is a very high level of pollution, which is why we are issuing this   advisory," Corbett said." 

  Brown dust enveloped Sydney during the morning as the winds blew the top soil from dry farmlands, now suffering the worst drought in   up to 100 years, to the coast. 

  The Bureau of Meteorology said the dust storm affected New South Wales, Queensland, Victoria and South Australia across the east and   south of the island continent. 

  "Sydney has today experienced one of its worst dust storms on record, with thick dust sweeping in from the interior of the Australian   continent," the bureau said in a statement. 

  Aircraft pilots told the bureau that the dust storm extended 2,500 metres (8,000 feet) into the atmosphere. 

  The bureau said winds gusting more than 80 kph (50 mph) whipped up the dust storm, while low humidity and high temperatures created   ideal conditions for bushfires. 

  A southwesterly wind change late yesterday cleared the dust over Sydney and the bureau said the winds would also clear other areas of   the state, except those affected by bushfires. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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UNEP says African mountain ecosystems under threat 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - The ecosystems of Kilimanjaro and other African mountains are under severe threat, as more and more land is converted for farming and grazing, the Nairobi-based UN Environment Programme (UNEP) said in a new report. The report "Mountain Watch," said about 10 percent of forests and other mountain terrain in Africa had been converted to cropland and 34 percent turned over to grazing. The report, which provides the first map-based overview of environmental change in mountain regions and its implications for sustainable development, also shows that Africa's mountains are at particularly high risk compared to other continents. It said the mountains were being hit by other "multiple pressures including fire and violent human conflicts, with 67 percent of mountain land affected by the chaos created by conflicts and war." Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of UNEP said,  "Stability of mountain ecosystems must be restored, and all must value the common resources, before there can be sustainable development. Information about sustainable agricultural and forestry practices must be disseminated among mountain communities to ensure the future of land and food security. "Proper plans must be put in place to cope with the hazards associated with mountains. Development should not mean the loss of cultural diversity. The role and rights of indigenous communities are closely linked with the use of conservation of natural resources and sustainable development," Toepfer added.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng024695&dte=23/10/2002
FAO Boss Declares Water Source of Food Security

Daily Trust (Abuja): The Director-General of Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO), Dr. Jacques Diouf, declared that "the planet is thirsty, thirsty because it is hungry." He told an audience of diplomats, the private sector, the entertainment industry and civil society groups at the UN that "it takes more than one thousand times more water to feed the human population than it does to satisfy its thirst." He suggested appropriate technologies to enhance agricultural production using less water to spare the part needed for use in homes and industry, as well as to safeguard the environment. "Water, source of food security," was the theme of this year's celebration, which commemorates the founding of FAO at Quebec City, Canada, on October 16, 1945 when "the world faced the spectra of hunger and starvation at the end of the Second

World War."

http://allafrica.com/stories/200210230591.html
Drought Effects Worsen in Ethiopia And Eritrea, Threatening Millions

Catholic Relief Services (Baltimore): Millions in Ethiopia and Eritrea are on the brink of malnutrition and starvation as sustained drought has all but eliminated crops and killed livestock. If relief assistance is not delivered in time, Ethiopia faces conditions similar to the famine of 1984-85, Catholic Relief Services (CRS) reported today. The agency also reported that nearly half of Eritrea population will be in need of food assistance as conditions worsen. The situation here is deteriorating fast, said Anne Bousquet, CRS Country Representative for Ethiopia. This year there are areas of the country that have never before experienced severe drought, and in many areas, people have not had enough time to fully recover from previous periods of drought.

An estimated 10 to 14 million Ethiopians will be severely affected by inadequate rainfall needed to support their subsistence agricultural livelihoods. CRS is preparing its emergency operations and has requested more than 300,000 metric tons of food for distribution starting in November 2002 through July 2003 in coordination with its partnering international and Ethiopian relief

organizations. 

http://allafrica.com/stories/200210230002.html
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Topical News Issues
India may face more pressure at climate meet
The Times of India, CHANDRIKA MAGO, SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2002 -  NEW DELHI: A US study says soot particles from industrial pollution, traffic, outdoor fires and household burning of coal and biomass fuels are contributing to regional climate changes in China and India.

A recent UN report on the Asian Brown Cloud, debunked by the Indian government and staunchly defended by the UN, said South Asia was covered by a 3-km-deep blanket of pollution which was changing weather patterns, impacting crops and killing lakhs of people by respiratory disease.
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/cms.dll/articleshow?artid=25604225 

Roundup: Mountains worldwide need urgent measures of protection: UNEP
NAIROBI, Oct. 23 (Xinhua) -- Mountains, dubbed the water tower of the world, are facing increasingly threat from farming, grazing and a variety of other factors, and unless urgent measures are taken, the world's sustainable development would be at risk, the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) said here Wednesday. 

“Africa's mountain regions are being hardest hit by multiple pressures including conversion of forests and other mountain terrain to grazing land, fire and violent human conflict," said UNEP in a report released here.
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2002-10/23/content_605863.htm 

Sustainable development: Arable soil washed away 
New Zealand Herald, Oct 24, 2002 (By PHILIPPA STEVENSON) - Barren and scarred hillsides dramatically illustrate the fertility draining effects of soil erosion but greater damage goes on unnoticed. 
Landcare Research scientist Dr Aleksey Sidorchuk, who in September won a $585,000 Marsden Fund grant to research the mechanics of soil erosion, said invisible erosion was caused by particles of rainwater detaching individual particles of soil. 
"You can't see the dispersed type of erosion where soil is going slowly from the slopes, but in two or three generations you lose the fertility of your soil," he said. 
…The United Nations Environmental Programme recently published its third Global Environmental Outlook, which looked at the changing world environment from 1972 to this year. 

It said about 23 per cent of all the world's usable land had been affected by degradation. 
…The UNEP concluded the increase in world population meant that pressures on land would continue to be acute, particularly in Africa and Asia. Increased needs for agricultural products would have to be met mainly by raising crop and livestock yields, more intensive land use and more efficient harvesting and processing. 
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/business/businessstorydisplay.cfm?storyID=3000403&thesection=business&thesubsection=agriculture&thesecondsubsection=general&reportID=712590 

World environmental Journalists to meet in Sri Lanka
Asia Tribune, 2002-10-23 - Sri Lanka will become the global buzz on environmental issues when the 14th APFEJ World Congress of Environmental Journalists ceremonially begins on October 27, over 100 journalists and other environmentally-concerned officials and private individuals expected to be flying in from 50 countries world over.

… The Congress is supported by UNEP, The Commonwealth Foundation, AUSAID, US-AEP, Fredskorpset and Sri Lanka's Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources as well as other development agencies with international observers joining in from UNEP, UNIS, APO, WRI, ADB and US-AEP.
http://www.asiantribune.com/show_news.php?id=951 


India calls for poverty reduction while handling environment
NEW DELHI, OCT 23 (PTI) - UN Conference on Climate Change began here today with India asking developing countries to work for eradication of poverty for sustainable development while addressing issues of adverse impacts of climate change. 
"Poverty eradication is indispensable requirement for sustainable development .... linkages between climate change and sustainable development recognise the problems of poverty, land degradation, access to water and food and human health," Environment Minister T R Baalu said addressing the 10-day conference attended by ministers and officials of 186 nations.
http://www.outlookindia.com/pti_news.asp?id=92535 

Dust storm chokes coastal cities 
Bangkok Post (AFP), Oct 24, 2002 – Brisbane: A dust storm so vast it was visible from space swept across Australia's east yesterday, choking towns and cities with topsoil ripped from drought-parched farmlands, officials said.
The dust reduced visibility to barely 100 metres in some places as it rolled across the outback in western Queensland and New South Wales (NSW) states and over coastal cities, including Sydney.
Experts estimated that tens of millions of tonnes of valuable topsoil were stripped from bone-dry farms by the dust storm, the worst to hit the country in 30 years. The meteorology bureau said the dust storm at its worst covered an area 1,500km long and 400km wide and rose 2,500 metres into the atmosphere. 
http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/24Oct2002_news27.html 

Ballast water - menace to world's oceans
Captain Habibur Rahman - The world's oceans are under threat from over fishing and from physical destruction. Discharges of oil, noxious liquid substances, sewage, garbage from ships and shore are other major threats to oceans. As if this is not enough, they are also under threat from alien invaders the aquatic organism and pathogens transported beyond their natural range and dispersed across the globe by the shipping.
The Global Task Force was convened by IMO in alliance with the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the Global Environment Facility (GEF). The Task Force launched a concerted response to this severe environmental problem. The new initiative is the Global Ballast Water Management Programme, or Globallast.
http://www.dailystarnews.com/200210/23/n2102307.htm#BODY3 
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UNEP and UN in the News

AFRICA: Credit ratings scheme attracts poor nations

FT, 23 October., page 7.  Some of the poorest nations on earth have signed up for a scheme to apply for sovereign ratings from credit agencies under a programme launched last year by the US administration and the United Nations.

The plan, which subsidises the cost of application for sub-Saharan African countries, has already seen Lesotho awarded a B+ rating on its foreign currency debt by Fitch Ratings.

The US State Department has commissioned Fitch to rate up to 15 countries including Lesotho, while fellow rating agency Standard & Poor's is working with the UN Development Programme to rate six.

http://search.ft.com/search/article.html?id=021023000636&query=Credit+ratings+scheme&vsc_appId=totalSearch&state=Form
All-Russian Conference on POPs

Moscow, 21 October, The Conference will take place 28-29 October this year in Moscow.  The Conference will be attended by representatives of different Russian bodies, NIS countries and many international organizations, UNEP including.  Russia is very much interested in entering into force of the Stockholm Convention on POPs.  The Conference will help to coordinate

positions of Russian ministries and NIS countries' strategies.  The National Implementation Plan adopted by the Conference will be submitted to the Russian Government and then to the Conference of the Parties to the Stockholm Convention.

http://www.gov.ru/main/ministry/isp-vlast47.html
General environment news

EU presses 10 states to adopt car recycling laws

BRUSSELS - The European Commission said this week it had formally issued warnings to 10 EU states over their failure to adopt a landmark law on recycling cars - a procedure that could land the countries in court. France, Belgium, Luxembourg, Italy, Britain, Ireland, Greece, Spain, Portugal and Finland have all failed to adopt the EU's end-of-life vehicles law, which should have been on their law books by April this year, the Commission said. The law says car makers must cover the cost of tough new rules on stripping toxic parts from old vehicles and recycling most of the waste. The European Union dumps an estimated nine million tonnes of cars a year.

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/18279/story.htm
EU candidates urged to fight wildlife smuggling

BUDAPEST, 23 October - Countries hoping to join the European Union must do more to clamp down on the widespread smuggling of protected animals and birds, the World Wildlife Fund (WWF) said yesterday.While EU candidate countries from central and eastern Europe have come under pressure to get tough on human trafficking and arms and drugs smuggling, little attention has been paid to date on a lucrative trade in exotic and endangered wildlife, it said.

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/18288/story.htm
Plight of Europe's captive jumbos

23 October: Elephants kept in captivity at zoos and safari parks live short, stressed and unhealthy lives, says a report calling for huge changes to living conditions. The independent Oxford University study, funded by the RSPCA, found that Asian elephants in European zoos live on average only 15 years, compared with between 60 and 65 in the wild. The RSPCA is now calling for a complete halt to new elephants being sent to zoos in Britain and Europe, and an end to any captive breeding programmes.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/science/nature/2351085.stm
New TACIS project on environmental management in Ukraine

Kiev, 17 October, The Organizing Committee of a new TACIS project "Environment Management Standards for Industry" will meet tomorrow for the first time to discuss its workplan .  The idea of the project is to facilitate the implementation of international environmental standards for industrial activities in Ukraine.

http://www.elvisti.com/2002/10/17/ecology.shtml
Once more about Johannesburg Summit

Moscow, 20 October,  Foreign Policy Association held a workshop on the outcome of the WSSD.  The workshop was chaired by Mr. R. Sergeev, President of the Environment Security Council.  Mr. R. Perelet (official representative at WSSD) and Mr. O. Ponizova (NGO group) informed participants about the WSSD.  According to them, the Russian delegation was not well prepared since there was no official State position.   The result of the WSSD was that the developing countries chose "balanced development through sustainable begging" and Russia’s final capitulation.

http://www.index.org.ru/eco
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AMBIENTE:
Montañas en peligro  ( Mountain in danger)


LONDRES, 23 oct (IPS) - El cambio climático y el avance agrícola y urbano son los mayores peligros que afrontan los vulnerables ecosistemas de montaña, advirtió este lunes en Londres el Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (Pnuma).

www.jornada.unam.mx
AMÉRICA TIENE LA MAYOR AMENAZA A SUS BOSQUES - Alrededor de 40 por ciento de la áreas montañosas del mundo podrían recibir fuertes impactos por el desarrollo de infraestructura, como carreteras, explotaciones mineras, centrales hidroeléctricas, gasoductos y oleoductos, reportó el Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA). El organismo sostuvo en el documento Territorios montañosos: altamente amenazados, que en América Latina se estima que el sur es particularmente vulnerable a terremotos y 88 por ciento de sus montañas están en áreas riesgosas, además de que 34 por ciento de esas tierras está ubicado en los radios de guerra de la región. (Jornada, p. 52)
EL TIEMPO. Bogotá CCOLOMBIA
Peligro por transformación de regiones montañosas en tierras de cultivo o ganado

El problema se presenta especialmente en Africa y Suramérica, según un informe del Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA). 

Según ese informe, el diez por ciento de las zonas montañosas en el continente africano están dedicadas hoy a cultivos, mientras que un 34 por ciento son pastos. 

Aparte de Groenlandia, las montañas parecen haberse conservado mejor en su estado natural en la región de América central y del Norte, donde sólo han sido roturadas en un 14 por ciento: nueve por ciento para pastos y cinco por ciento para cultivos. 

Las áreas montañosas de la parte sur del continente americano se muestran especialmente vulnerables a los terremotos hasta el punto de que un 88 por ciento aproximadamente de su superficie corre peligro de destrucción. 

Partes del Cáucaso, de California y del noroeste de los Andes -en especial los ecosistemas forestales del valle del Magdalena en Colombia- figuran entre las áreas montañosas más ricas en biodiversidad y al mismo tiempo más amenazadas, por lo que hay que darles prioridad, advierte el informe. 

Casi una cuarta parte de las zonas montañosas del mundo pueden sufrir de aquí al año 2035 el impacto negativo del desarrollo de nuevas infraestructuras como carreteras, minas, oleoductos, tendido eléctrico, señala también el informe. 

El mayor peligro para las montañas de Groenlandia lo representa el calentamiento del planeta como consecuencia del efecto invernadero: un 98 por ciento de las mismas podría sufrir de aquí al 2055 las consecuencias del fuerte cambio climático. 

Las montañas africanas son las más gravemente afectadas por múltiples fenómenos que van desde la conversión de los bosques en terrenos para pastos hasta los incendios y las guerras. 

El riesgo de conflicto armado grave es mayor en las regiones de montaña que en las llanuras, dice también el informe de la ONU, según el cual un 67 por ciento de las regiones montañosas de África han sufrido "conflictos de elevada intensidad".

Los resultados del estudios
El estudio muestra que aproximadamente un 41 por ciento de la tierra montañosa de todo el mundo ha caído dentro del radio de algún conflicto armado entre 1946 y el año 2001, frente a sólo un 26 por ciento de las tierras llanas. 

A pesar de la intensificación de la agricultura en las regiones de montaña, esas tierras se adecúan menos a los cultivos, lo que, sumado a la degradación ambiental, aumenta el riesgo de estallido de conflictos armados. 

En un comentario al informe, el director ejecutivo del PNUMA, el alemán Klaus Toepfer, dijo que "en numerosas regiones del mundo, los últimos espacios vírgenes son rápidamente invadidos por la agricultura, las infraestructuras" y otras actividades humanas. 

Esos impactos negativos no representan sólo "una pérdida en sí lamentable, sino que suponen también una amenaza para la salud y el bienestar de todos ya que las montañas son los depósitos de agua del planeta, las fuentes de sus principales ríos". 

www.ips.org
DEVELOPMENT: Coffee Crisis Leaves Malnutrition in its Wake
GENEVA, Oct 22 (IPS) - Plunging coffee prices means extreme poverty for the people who produce the bean, to the extent that in one coffee-growing region of El Salvador as much as 85 percent of the child population is now malnourished.

ENVIRONMENT:
'Consumer Demand' Threatens More Species 

Jim Lobe 


WASHINGTON, Oct 23 (IPS) - On the eve of a major international conference on preserving the world's biodiversity, the World Wildlife Fund (WWF) Wednesday released a list of 10 species that are in urgent need of global protection. 

The Patagonian toothfish and seahorses, for which demand has mushroomed in recent years, have joined tigers and Sumatran rhinos - perennials on WWF's ''most-wanted'' list for the past decade - as increasingly endangered by international commerce. 

The list, which also includes hawksbill turtles, yellow-headed parrots, and Asian elephants, is being submitted to delegates who will gather in Santiago, Chile, Nov. 3-15 for the biennial meeting of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES), the only global treaty that regulates trade in threatened and endangered animals and plants

TRADE : APEC to Crack Down on Terrorism, Foment Trade
MEXICO CITY, Oct 23(IPS) Commitments to step up the fight against terrorism, encourage free trade, and strengthen small businesses will be at the core of agreements to be signed next Sunday in Mexico at the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation forum (APEC) summit.
__________________________________________________________________________

ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS FROM NORTH AMERICAN MEDIA

(RONA) 23 October 2002

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

'Consumer Demand' Threatens More Species, IPS, 23/10:  The World Wildlife Fund (WWF) has released a list of 10 species that are in urgent need of global protection.  The Patagonian toothfish and seahorses, for which demand has mushroomed in recent years, have joined tigers and Sumatran rhinos - perennials on WWF's ''most-wanted'' list for the past decade - as increasingly endangered by international commerce.   The list, which also includes hawksbill turtles, yellow-headed parrots, and Asian elephants, is being submitted to delegates who will gather in Santiago, Chile, Nov. 3-15 for the biennial meeting of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES), the only global treaty that regulates trade in threatened and endangered animals and plants.   (See http://www.ipsnews.net/interna.asp?idnews=13086)

Trading in Greenhouse Gases, Christian Science Monitor (Editorial), 24/10:  Even without US participation, the Kyoto Protocol to reduce greenhouse gas emissions will alter how the world does business. Take, for example, the likely boom in one of the treaty's market-oriented approaches: emissions trading.  Companies – as well as cities and countries – will get a new set of incentives to become involved in buying and selling pollution credits.  Even the US, the leading greenhouse gas emitter and on the sidelines of Kyoto, will see action on the pollution trading floor through private initiatives. Businesses will get involved regardless of their government's stance on Kyoto, and the benefits will reach far beyond corporate bottom lines.  Emissions trading, which spurs investment in cleaner energy sources, could be one way to convince more Americans that a global effort to slow the growth of greenhouse gases is an effort worth joining.  (See http://www.csmonitor.com/2002/1024/p08s03-comv.html
US NEWS

U.S. crafts labor, green sanctions on trade pacts, Reuters, 23/10:  The US and some of its closest trading partners would face millions of dollars in fines if they fail to enforce their own labor and environmental laws as a way of gaining a trade advantage, under a plan being drafted by the Bush administration.  The proposal tries to set standards for one of the most controversial aspects of bilateral free-trade agreements -- how to craft those deals and at the same time encourage countries to not roll back protections for workers and the environment.

Blacks Hurt More by Power Plant Pollution-US Study, Reuters, 23/10:  US blacks are more likely than whites to live near areas polluted by power plants and suffer adverse health consequences as a result, US civil rights and environmental activists said.  Their study shows that 68 percent of blacks lived within 30 miles of a coal-fired power plant, compared with 56 percent of U.S. whites.  The study reported that asthma hospitalization rates for blacks, at 35.6 admissions per 10,000 people, were three times the white hospitalization rate of 10.6 admissions per 10,000 people.  (See http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story2&cid=570&ncid=753&e=2&u=/nm/20021023/sc_nm/health_race_dc)

Environmental paradox, Washington Times Commentary, 23/10:  Donn Zea, president of the California Forest Products Commission, notes that it is a good time to reflect on America's most startling environmental paradox: Even as activists succeed in getting the U.S. government to
declare more and more forestland off limits to tree harvesting, America is destroying more forestland than ever before, as it gets its wood products from third world nations such as Indonesia, Cambodia and the Philippines where environmental protections are lax or nonexistent.

Global Warming Concerns Cool as Other Issues Heat Up, Wall Street Journal, 23/10:  Most Americans remain concerned about global warming, but the issue is losing its political heat with the public, according to the latest Harris Poll.  In its annual survey on the environmental issue, Harris Interactive reported that 85% of the 1,011 people surveyed were aware of global warming. Most of those people believe that an increase in carbon dioxide and greenhouse gases will lead to a rise in temperatures world-wide.  But many have diverted their attention to other news events. Only 52% of those who understood global warming were aware of the Kyoto and Bonn agreements to limit greenhouse gases.  The issue's political significance has diminished because of the public's increasing focus on other events such as terrorism and the possibility of war with Iraq. Global warming and other environmental issues should have very little impact on November's elections, according to Harris.  (See http://online.wsj.com/article/0,,SB1035231070827590791.djm,00.html)

Climate Talks Will Shift Focus From Emissions, NY Times, 23/10:  The latest round of international talks on global warming begins today with delegates focused more on ways to adapt to changes than on cutting emissions of gases that scientists say are the main cause of rising temperatures.  The shift in focus is to some extent motivated by the Bush administration's rejection of the Kyoto Protocol.  Instead of looking mostly at ways to reduce the level of heat-trapping gases, then, the 10-day conference will discuss how to build greater capacity, especially in developing countries, for minimizing vulnerabilities and preparing for worsening droughts, floods, storms, health emergencies, and other expected impacts.  (See http://www.nytimes.com/2002/10/23/science/23CLIM.html?ex=1036376607&ei=1&en=e304ef3e2f495ed4)

North American Birds Face Crisis, Audubon Warns, Reuters, 23/10:  Urban expansion and loss of open space have put some 25 percent of North America's bird species in trouble or decline, more than double the number of species at risk five years ago, a study from the National Audubon Society says.  The Audubon list aims to draw attention to the decline and rally support to rebuild bird populations.  Birds are the primary indicators of environmental health, and what hurts birds also hurts the people who share the same space.  (See 

http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story2&cid=570&ncid=753&e=6&u=/nm/20021023/sc_nm/environment_birds_dc)

A Couple of Detroit Doyens Go From Gas to Electric, NY Times, 23/10:  Bob Stempel and Lee Iacocca, former leaders of American carmakers, spent their years overseeing the consumption of billions of gallons of gasoline. Now, in active retirements, they have taken different turns, running small companies in the electric car market.  Both men are aiming for nothing more than a niche, and neither is close to making a profit, but both are convinced that they are on the right track.  (See http://www.nytimes.com/2002/10/23/automobiles/23PHIL.html?ex=1036376491&ei=1&en=37d7418b508538a1)

Ford Gives River Rouge a Green Coat, NY Times, 23/10:  Since 1918 around Detroit, the words "River Rouge" and "Ford" have been associated with simple, traditional things: steel, coal, cars, trucks, smoke, soot and jobs. Now it means sedum, too.  The Ford Motor Company has created a buzz by installing sedum, a rugged plant that is used as ground cover, in an unlikely place - on the roof of a new 1.1-million-square-foot assembly plant in the River Rouge complex.  The roof - a centerpiece of an innovative and potentially risky $2 billion redevelopment project that will take 20 years to complete - will cool the factory inside during the summer and keep things toasty in winter, reducing the amount of energy needed to maintain working temperature in the building. (See http://www.nytimes.com/2002/10/23/automobiles/23KEIT.html?ex=1036376556&ei=1&en=7bf313940a0c85f8)

CANADIAN NEWS

Government blasted for failing to protect Canadians from toxic chemicals, Canadian Press/Montreal Gazette, 23/10:  The government isn't protecting Canadians from the hazardous effects of toxic chemicals and should be monitoring toxins in the blood, breast milk and urine, says the federal environment commissioner, who blasted Ottawa for slow progress in screening the estimated 23,000 industrial chemicals and 6,000 pesticides used in Canada.  (See http://www.canada.com/news/story.asp?id={0F736268-3408-449D-848A-AB2F83D3156C}







*******

__________________________________________________________________________
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MIDDLE EAST NEWS ROUND-UP

EGYPT CONDUCTS MAJOR EXERCISE IN SINAI

CAIRO [MENL] -- Egypt has concluded what officials termed a major military exercise in the Sinai Peninsula. Officials said the 10-day exercise was conducted by the Third Army in the southern part of the peninsula. The exercise was meant to determine combat skills as well as the integration of new weaponry and systems for Egypt's ground forces.

http://www.menewsline.com/stories/2002/october/10_23_1.html
HIZBULLAH GUNNERS FIRE AT ISRAELI JETS VIOLATING AIRSPACE

Israeli jets swooped across Lebanon on Tuesday, breaking the sound barrier over Beirut and flying as far north as Tripoli, prompting Hizbullah to fire off a barrage of anti-aircraft rounds.

“The air-defense units of the Islamic resistance responded to Israeli warplanes that violated Lebanese airspace,” Hizbullah said in a statement.

The jets roared over all of South Lebanon, and broke the sound barrier over Tripoli, Beirut, and the South, as well as the eastern Bekaa Valley.

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/23_10_02/art19.asp
'BIG 5' AT THE UNITED NATIONS STILL JOCKEYING OVER IRAQ TEXT

UNITED NATIONS, Oct. 22 — In intense negotiations, the United States and Britain pressed the other three permanent members of the Security Council today to accept a draft resolution on Iraq that includes no explicit authorization of military action but leaves the way open for Washington to go to war.
After the United States presented a revised draft on Monday, the permanent members, who hold veto power, met twice today for discussions. Council diplomats said the talks were moving forward, but Washington continued to face resistance from France and Russia to its bid for one resolution that would provide the minimum legal foundation for an American attack on Iraq.

In what American and British diplomats regarded as an important advance, France said today that it would not present a competing resolution, but would negotiate on the basis of Washington's revised draft.

http://www.nytimes.com/2002/10/23/international/middleeast/23NATI.html?ex=1036036800&en=3206baf2ef182877&ei=5040&partner=MOREOVER
ANNAN DECRIES LATEST TERROR ATTACK IN ISRAEL, URGES PALESTINIAN GROUPS TO END VIOLENCE

The United Nations Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, today condemned the latest terrorist attack in Israel and urged Palestinian groups to abandon such practices. At least 14 persons were reported killed and many more injured in the explosion near Hadera.
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Condemning "in the strongest possible terms" attacks against civilians, a spokesman for the Secretary-General issued a statement once again calling on all Palestinian groups to immediately stop all such acts of violence. Mr. Annan also extended condolences to the families of the victims and the Government of Israel.

Echoing these views, Terje Roed-Larsen, the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, reiterated the unequivocal UN position that such terror attacks are "morally reprehensible and absolutely counter-productive to peacemaking efforts." Mr. Roed-Larsen called on Palestinian groups to adhere to UN Security Council resolution 1435, which calls on both parties to stop all forms of violence. http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=5114&Cr=middle&Cr1=east
JORDANIAN KING ON BERLIN VISIT 
On his first state visit to Germany since his coronation, King Abdullah of Jordan meets with German leaders to discuss trade and the repercussions of a US war with Iraq.

On Wednesday Abdullah will meet with Chancellor Gerhard Schröder to talk about economic cooperation and the consequences for Jordan of a war in Iraq. The business segment of Abdullah’s meetings with German leaders hinges on expanding Jordanian-European trade relations. “We want to achieve the full free trade agreement status with the European Union as quickly as possible,” the king told the Deutsche Welle. 

 Equally crucial, if not more so, are talks about a possible US military offensive against Iraq. Like all Arab leaders, the king welcomed the German chancellor’s critical response to American threats of belligerence. War in Iraq would put Abdullah’s country in a strategically difficult position. “Jordan is stuck in the middle,” the king told Deutsche Welle. The country maintains good relations both with Iraq and the US. In the 1991 Gulf War the King HusseinI, the current monarch’s late father, sided with Saddam Hussein -- to the Americans' disappointment.  However, this is not expected to happen again. Abdullah has already made it clear that he’s not in favor of war but rather anxious that the international community’s focus should return to resolving the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.  “That is the core issue of the Middle East. And all of a sudden we are being side-tracked into a secondary problem. That frustrates all of us, because we know that until you solve the Israeli-Palestinian problem the whole area will continue to be instable.” Spurring on the peace process and avoiding war is essential to Abdullah: Some sixty percent of Jordan’s inhabitants are Palestinians - civil unrest is expected there if America goes to war with Iraq.

 http://dw-world.de/english/0,3367,1430_A_659561_1_A,00.html
IRAQI AMNESTY TO PRISONERS 

President Saddam Hussein announced Sunday an amnesty for all prisoners to mark his new seven-year mandate as president following an Oct. 15 referendum in which official totals show he won 100 per cent of the vote. The pardon, which was immediately implemented, covered political prisoners, common criminals and army deserters of all nationalities 

http://www.jordantimes.com/Tue/news/news5.htm
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ENVIRONMENT
UNEP

UNEP REPORT: ARAB WORLD AND WEST ASIA SEAS STILL SUFFER POLLUTION BUT SHOW INCREASE IN SANITATION COVERAGE 

WHILE ASIAN, NORTH WEST PACIFIC & NORTH AFRICAN SEAS REGION MOST THREATENED – Gulf News

While the coastal habitats, fisheries, marine wildlife and the people of the Asian, north west Pacific and West African sea regions are the most threatened due to untreated sewage discharged into coastal waters, the West Asia and Arab region seems to face a lower risk, according to the UN experts. Studies show that over 800 million people, or 40 per cent of the unserved population in the coastal countries, are living in the South Asian sea region.  They have no access to basic sanitation services, putting them at a high risk of sewage-related diseases and death, said the report detailing the global threat to coastal populations and the environment from untreated sewage discharges.  It was in response to a target on sanitation agreed at the recent World Summit on Sustainable Development, held last month in Johannesburg. 

The report, unveiled in Beirut on Tuesday and sent to Gulf News yesterday, showed that  the regions of the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden share similar trends with a more or less proportional increase of population having access to sanitation with respect to the population growth there. 

However, the absolute number of people with respect to access to sanitation has increased slightly over the last decade, with 17 million people lacking access to sanitation in the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden. In the Mediterranean region, the report said, there seems to be a positive trend with the increase of sanitation coverage over the last 10 years and overall decrease in the number of people without access to it. However, 19 million people are still without access to improved sanitation facilities.

"Lack of adequate sanitation has emerged as one of the biggest threats to human life. It is estimated that global economic burden due to ill-health, disease and death related to the pollution of coastal waters is running by $16 billion a year," said Klaus Toepfer,  UNEP executive director.

The study called for considering Wastewater Emission Targets as instruments for prioritisation and resource allocation to have a minimum of 20 per cent of coastal cities implementing sustainable and environmentally sound water supply and waste water treatment systems by 2012.  

http://www.gulf-news.com/Articles/news.asp?ArticleID=66445
ROWA NEWS BRIEF

                                                                                                       23 October 2002

Lebanon

UN REWARDS ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVIST FOR ‘SELFLESS WORK’
A Lebanese environmentalist has won an award from the United Nations in appreciation of his dedicated struggle for the well-being of people and their environment on the occasion of the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty, 

Aref Kodeih, founder of the Qobeyat Council environmental group, was described as “an original, passionate person, who knows how to link the environment to poverty” by Yves de San, who in his capacity as the UN Development Program’s (UNDP) resident representative, nominated the former military pilot for the award.

Kodeih was selected among numerous nominees from the Asian continent and will receive his award on Oct. 30 in a ceremony that will be held in New York to celebrate this year’s theme of “working together for a better environment.”

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/23_10_02/art12.asp
 ENVIRONMENT MINISTRY INVITES QUARRY APPLICATIONS

The Environment Ministry has announced that the National Council for Quarries was ready to accept investment applications for rock and sand quarries.

A statement issued by the ministry Monday called on operators of rock and sand quarries, ceramic and mosaic drills and industrial sand to submit their application form to the National Council of Quarries.

The statement said the applications would be subject to “new rules,” which can be found in the Oct. 7 Official Gazette, and with the governors, adding that additional information concerning the issue can be accessed through the Environment Ministry.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Jiang Hua, Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General, and Richard Sydenham, Spokesman for the President of the General Assembly.

           Briefing by the Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General

           Good afternoon.  I’ve just learned that we have a group of visitors here.  Welcome to the United Nations.

           Joining us today will be Carolyn McAskie, Deputy Emergency Relief Coordinator, who will brief you about her recent humanitarian assessment mission to the Democratic Republic of the Congo and Burundi.  She will be with us in a few minutes.

           **Secretary-General’s Travels

           As the Secretary-General left Turkmenistan this morning, he and Nane Annan, his wife, stopped at the

     National Hippodrome, where they saw a rare breed of horse, known as the akhalteke, and the Secretary-General was offered one as a gift.  He selected a rare golden stallion named Kenar.

           He then flew to the United Arab Emirates, where he met with His Highness Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan

     al-Nahyan, the President.  He thanked the President for providing the plane that facilitated his visit to Central Asia, and they spent an hour discussing world issues.

           In his comments to the press after the meeting, the Secretary-General said they had discussed the Iraq crisis,the Israeli-Palestinian situation, Afghanistan and the fight against terrorism, including a tendency by some governments to abuse that fight by cracking down on political opponents.

           On Iraq, he said, “We all expect Iraq to comply with the demands of the international community.”  He added, “War is not inevitable,” saying that if Iraq does what is required of it, “we may be able to avoid military action in the  region.”

           He is now flying back to New York.

           **Bosnia

           The Security Council is holding an open meeting today to review the work of the UN Mission in Bosnia and Herzegovina, which is to wrap up its work by the end of this year.

           Addressing the Council this morning, Jacques Klein, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for

     Bosnia, called the Mission a success, and said that arrangements for a seamless transition to a European Union Police Mission are in place

           He said that, following recent elections where nationalist parties fared well, “this is not a time for either

     pessimism or complacency.”  The nationalist parties’ strong showing, Klein said, “does not mean the peace process will stop, but it does present a more challenging political environment, which will require strong intervention and  continued commitment.”  He also warned of “ominous signs of renewed political interference in the police forces”.

           On other fronts, Klein indicated several signs of success, with Bosnia no longer serving as the principal entry point into Europe for illegal migrants, and Bosnia now showing a lower crime rate than many Western European countries.

           We have copies of his address, as well as a press release on the anticipated successful completion of the UN Mission in Bosnia.

           Also, Jacques Klein will speak to you in this room at 2 p.m. today.

           In addition, Paddy Ashdown, the High Representative for Bosnia and Herzegovina, who also spoke at today’s open meeting, will talk to you in this room once the Council meeting ends.

           The meeting is going on right now, with Council members and other speakers discussing Bosnia with Klein and Ashdown in a question-and-answer format.

           **ICTY

           Judge Claude Jorda, President of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, has written the  President of the Security Council today to inform the Council officially of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia’s failure to comply with its obligation to cooperate with the Tribunal.

           In his letter, which is available upstairs, Judge Jorda says he has been persuaded by the arguments of

     Prosecutor Carla Del Ponte, who said that Yugoslavia has failed to arrest or transfer accused suspects in its territory, and has adopted a law on cooperation with the Tribunal that violates its commitments to that body.

           He reminds the Council that 11 accused, including Ratko Mladic, have still not been apprehended or brought before the Tribunal.  He asks the Council to take all measures necessary to force the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia to assume its international obligations fully.

           Judge Jorda will travel to New York next week, where he is to meet privately with the Security Council on Monday morning.

           **Security Council Sanctions Committee

           The Security Council Committee on Sanctions against Osama bin Laden, Al Qaeda, the Taliban and

     associated individuals and entities has added another name to its list of those subject to the measures.  The latest addition is a group called the Global Relief Foundation.

           There is a press release announcing this addition.The complete list of names is posted on the Sanctions

     Committee Web site.

           **Georgia

           The Secretary-General’s report to the Security Council on the situation in Abkhazia, Georgia, is out on the racks today.

           The Secretary-General notes that the situation in the Georgian-Abkhaz conflict zone has not improved and that upsurges of tension, including exchanges of gunfire, continued to occur with alarming frequency.  He appeals to both sides to make efforts to reduce the tensions and pledges support to encourage progress in the political process. 

     “But the basic responsibility lies with the parties,” he adds.

           The report is available with the symbol S/2002/1141.

           **ESCAP report

           Banks in Asia are afraid to lend and companies are reluctant to borrow, resulting in a deadly circle that

     threatens to keep economic growth muted across much of the region, according to a comprehensive study published today jointly by the UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) and the Asian Development Bank.

           In addition, the region’s monetary authorities have given little or no indication how they will solve this credit crunch, the report says.

           The report also notes a lack of clarity across the region when it comes to tackling the problem.  “The so-called ‘credit crunch’ has been much discussed over the last few years with little, or no, indication as to what monetary authorities might do to overcome it,” it says.

           **Right to Food

           Out on the racks today is a report by Jean Ziegler, the Special Rapporteur of the Commission on Human

     Rights on the right to food, in which he says it is an outrage that hunger and malnutrition still sentence millions of people to underdevelopment and early death.

           He writes that more than 815 million people still suffer from hunger and chronic malnourishment, with 36  million people dying from hunger, either directly or indirectly, each year.

           Ziegler also notes last year’s five-year review of the World Food Summit, saying it was disappointing that little  progress has been made in reducing hunger, despite the commitments made in 1996 to reduce hunger by half.

           **Press releases

           The World Food Programme launched today the “Food Insecurity Atlas of Urban India.”

           This ground-breaking surveys shows hunger “hot spots” in India’s growing population centres.

           With a population of 1 billion, India has the highest absolute numbers of hungry people in the world.

           **UNEP

           According to a new report by the UN Environment Programme, the world's mountain regions, considered indomitable and unchanging, are gradually being tamed as more and more land is converted to farming and grazing, a new survey shows.

           In Africa, an estimated 10 per cent of mountain areas have been converted to cropland, and 34 per cent turned over to grazing, notes the survey.

           Parts of the Caucasus, California and the Northwest Andes are amongst the most threatened biodiversity-rich mountain areas in the world, and the survey recommends they should be made conservation priorities.

           The report will be presented to heads of State, ministers and other delegates attending the Global Mountain Summit in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, which runs from 29 October to 1 November.

           **Vaccine Supply

           Public health experts today called for urgent action to address current shortages of key vaccines and to

     improve the stability of future supplies.  The call was made at a scientific colloquium organized by the Sabin Vaccine Institute, held in Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory, New York, from 23 to         25 October.  The colloquium will examine the current shortages of vaccine supply affecting industrialized and developing nations, and propose long-term solutions to remedy vaccine shortages.

           **Budget

           Today, two more countries paid their assessments to the UN regular budget in full, with Belize paying more than $11,000 and Croatia completing its payment of more than $500,000.  As of today, 111 Member States have paid  in full.

           **Press conference tomorrow

           At 11:15 tomorrow, Doudou Diene, Special Rapporteur on Contemporary Forms of Racism, Racial

     Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, will be here to brief you.  This will be his first press briefing in New York since he took office last August.

           Briefing by the Spokesman for the President of the General Assembly

           Good afternoon.

           The First Committee of the General Assembly continues consideration of a number of draft resolutions on all disarmament and international security agenda items.  The Third Committee concludes its general discussion of the  Programme of activities of the International Decade of the World’s Indigenous Peoples, and then starts a general discussion on elimination of racism and racial discrimination, as well as comprehensive implementation and follow-up  to the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action and the right of peoples to self-determination.

           At this afternoon’s meeting, draft resolutions will be introduced under the agenda item “Promotion and

     Protection of the Rights of Children.”  And the Fifth Committee continues general discussion of pattern of conferences.

           Looking towards tomorrow, in his message on United Nations Day, General Assembly President Kavan pays  tribute to the founders of the United Nations and their foresight in establishing “an Organization that was mandated to ensure a just and peaceful world, an Organization that would reflect the universal moral conscience, an Organization which is the most inclusive of all world forums, where nations may settle their differences and disputes peacefully.”

           The President goes on to say, “The relevance of the United Nations is confirmed more than ever in these

     times, when there are so many global problems challenging our world.

           “On this day, we can take pride and satisfaction that every country and, therefore, every citizen is a

     stakeholder in this enterprise.”

           His message concludes by affirming that “the United Nations has many important achievements to its credit. 

     But the ultimate test of its credibility is based not only on its ability to articulate political goals, but also, and primarily,  on its ability to mobilize the will for their implementation.”

           President Kavan’s message is released as a press release today.

           Are there any questions?

           **Questions and Answers:

           Question

           I believe there’s been a call by an expert in Kabul for an international commission to inquire into war crimes in Afghanistan.  Do you know anything more about that?

           Answer

           I don’t have anything on that.

_________________________________________________________________________________________




W E D N E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
UN’s Bosnia mission ready to hand-off to European Union, Security Council told

*
War against Iraq can be avoided if Baghdad complies with demands, Annan says


*
Abkhazia, Georgia: Annan sees no progress in ending conflict, urges sides to talk

*
Progress in Sierra Leone peace process enables more human rights work, UN reports

*
UN tribunal chief urges Security Council to force Belgrade to act on wanted suspects

*
Groups in DR of Congo deliberately inciting ethnic hatred, UN official says

*
US-based Islamic charity added to Security Council list of Al-Qaida operatives


*
UN pledges backing for Afghanistan as it marks National Immunization Day

*
New survey by UN food agency identifies hunger “hot spots” in urban India

*
Paralysis by Asian banks threatens to stunt region’s economic recovery – UN report

*
UN expert urges speedy action to fight global hunger


*
UNICEF-backed meeting urges action to stabilize global vaccine supply


*
Mountain wildernesses increasing threatened, UN environment agency reports

* * * *

Bosnia and Herzegovina

23 October – As the United Nations Mission in Bosnia and Herzegovina (UNMIBH) winds down its operations by the end of the year, arrangements for a seamless transition to the European Union are in place, the head of UNMIBH told the Security Council today.

In an opening briefing this morning on the largest police reform and restructuring operation in UN history, Jacques Paul Klein told the Council that the draw down of the UN International Police Task Force (IPTF) and the gradual build-up of the EU Police Mission (EUPM) had been carefully coordinated, with the first Mission deployment scheduled for 4 November.

Mr. Klein welcomed the fact that the EUPM had agreed to give priority to the State Border Service, the State Information and Protection Agency, and the maintenance of effective counter-trafficking measures, and that it intended to take a robust approach to organized crime.

As for the recent elections, in which nationalist parties fared well, Mr. Klein stressed, “this is not a time for either pessimism or complacency.” The parties’ strong showing does not mean the peace process will stop, but it does present a more challenging political environment that will require strong intervention and continued commitment by the international community.

Nevertheless, for UNMIBH, the elections had been an unqualified success, taking place in conditions of full security, Mr. Klein reported. That achievement built on the impressive record of local police in implementing security plans for minority returns and sensitive public activities such as religious gatherings and sports events. The country also had now a lower general crime rate than many countries in Western Europe, underpinning the largest number of returns of refugees and displaced persons since the war. And it was no longer the principal entry point into Europe for illegal migrants.

UNMIBH had been a success and many lessons had been learned, Mr. Klein said. The experience reaffirmed three fundamental points: the introduction of the rule of law in a post-conflict situation was the foundation for democracy, economic progress, and an exit strategy for peacekeepers; reconciliation and healing were impossible if notorious war criminals were not brought to justice; and unstable, dysfunctional societies and the detritus of war could not be allowed to fester unattended, or to be abandoned in midstream.

In addition to Mr. Klein, High Representative Paddy Ashdown, the top civilian official responsible for implementing the Dayton peace accords, spoke at today’s open meeting, which also saw the participation of all 15 Council members as well as other interested countries.

* * *

Secretary-General

23 October – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today said that war against Iraq is not a foregone conclusion, stressing that the Baghdad authorities must meet the terms of UN Security Council decisions.

“We all expect Iraq to comply with the demands of the international community,” the Secretary-General said at a press encounter in the United Arab Emirates. “War is not inevitable,” he added, pointing out that if Iraq does what is required of it, “We may be able to avoid military action in the region.”

The Secretary-General’s comments came after an hour-long meeting with His Highness Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan al-Nahyan, the President of the United Arab Emirates. In addition to the Iraq crisis, Mr. Annan told the press they had discussed the Israeli-Palestinian situation, Afghanistan and the fight against terrorism, including a tendency by some governments to abuse that cause by cracking down on political opponents.

Before arriving in the Abu Dhabi, the Secretary-General and his wife, Nane, wrapped up their official visit to Turkmenistan this morning, stopping at the National Hippodrome where they saw a rare breed of horse known as the akhalteke, a UN spokesperson said.

The Secretary-General was offered a horse as a gift, and he selected a rare golden stallion named Kenar.

* * *

Georgia


23 October – The conflict in Abkhazia, Georgia, shows no signs of abating, according to a new report by United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan, who urges the two sides to begin negotiations on the future status of the area.

“The situation in the Georgian-Abkhaz conflict zone has, unfortunately, not improved,” Mr. Annan writes in his latest report to the Security Council. “In the absence of a substantive negotiation process on the core issue of the conflict – the status of Abkhazia within the State of Georgia – upsurges of tension, including exchanges of gunfire, continued to occur with alarming frequency, while the population suffered from crime, partisan violence and the lack of economic development.”

In response, Mr. Annan calls on the Abkhaz side to reconsider its refusal to discuss a paper on “Basic Principles of the Distribution of Competences between Tbilisi and Sukhumi” and its transmittal letter. Those documents, he adds, are “only the starting point for negotiations in which the legitimate interests of the multi-ethnic population of Abkhazia can be addressed.”

The Secretary-General also calls on the Georgian side to make more efforts to promote trust on the Abkhaz side. He adds that his Special Representative, Heidi Tagliavini, will continue her efforts, with the support of interested countries, to encourage advancement in the political process, but stresses that “the basic responsibility lies with the parties.”

Reporting on the activities of the UN Observer Mission in Georgia (UNOMIG), the Secretary-General says it will continue working to defuse tensions emanating from the Kodori Valley, which has been a source of friction for more than a year. The Mission will also continue its efforts to bring the sides together to address the underlying problems. “However,” he cautions, “again it is up to the parties, who exercise control in this area, to do their part to prevent destabilization and create the security conditions in which UNOMIG can function.”

The report deplores the lack of progress on the plight of refugees because of the lack of safe, secure and dignified conditions for their return required under international law and an agreement signed by the parties in Moscow in 1994. 

Looking back on the shooting down of a United Nations helicopter in October 2001, Mr. Annan calls for “every effort” to be made to bring the perpetrators to trial, as well as those responsible for taking UNOMIG personnel hostage in several incidents between 1998 and 2000. 


Comprised of 108 troops from nearly two dozen countries, UNOMIG’s tasks include monitoring both sides of the cease-fire, patrolling the Kodori Valley, and observing the operation of the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) peacekeeping force within the framework of the implementation of the Moscow Agreement. 

* * *

Sierra Leone

23 October – Sierra Leone’s remarkable progress in implementing the peace process has opened up human rights work in the country to address past abuses and violations, advocacy, capacity building, education and institution building, according to a new report by the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights.

The main challenges remain addressing past abuses and redressing present-day violations while developing national capacity to promote and protect human rights, the report to the UN General Assembly on the human rights situation in Sierra Leone says. It stresses that this effort would entail a sizeable investment, sustained follow-up of efforts and a full appreciation of existing gaps.

“The institutional, material and moral destruction resulting from the conflict is prodigious and requires a multifaceted approach,” the report says, adding that the High Commissioner’s Office in collaboration with the UN Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL), will continue to play its role in responding to the country’s human rights needs. “One way of doing this is by deepening working relationships with local State and non-State actors, especially stakeholders within civil society, in order to persuade representatives at the senior level that the consolidation and institutionalization of the human rights agenda is needed.”

The report suggests that the Office of the High Commissioner should continue to support the UNAMSIL Human Rights section to consolidate its important role as a catalyst and facilitator of the human rights cause in Sierra Leone. “Its support to the bodies vested with the functions of dealing with past abuses – the Truth and Reconciliation Commission and the Special Court – should continue to be prioritized, taking into consideration the independence of those institutions,” it says.

Meanwhile, there should also be continued emphasis on developing modules for the training of the judiciary and law enforcement agencies on human rights in the administration of justice, with special emphasis on the due process of law and the handling of juvenile offenders, as well as the respect of human rights of women, internally displaced persons and other vulnerable groups.

* * *

ICTY

23 October – Calling attention to the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia’s failure to cooperate with the United Nations war crimes tribunal, the head of the UN court today asked the Security Council to take “all the measures necessary” to force the country to fully assume its international obligations.
Judge Claude Jorda, President of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY), said in an open letter that the court’s Prosecutor, Carla Del Ponte, informed him last week that Belgrade was in serious breach of its international obligations by failing to arrest or transfer the accused in its territory and by adopting a law on co-operation with the Tribunal that violates the country’s commitments towards the institution.

Judge Jorda notes that he and the Prosecutor are convinced that Yugoslavia is not cooperating in “tracking down, arresting and transferring” to The Hague, where the Tribunal is based, certain accused war criminals. The two officials have “strong grounds” to believe that this also holds true for other suspects as well. On several occasions, he said, the court has served indictments, arrest warrants and transfer orders for the accused on the Yugoslav authorities but still has not seen “any significant reaction” on their part.

The letter which was addressed to the President of the Security Council, also says that a law adopted in April violated the principle that the Tribunal had primacy over national courts in trying war crimes cases. During talks with officials in Yugoslavia on Monday, Ms. Del Ponte attempted to resolve the impasse on these issues but “to no avail,” Judge Jorda wrote.

The Tribunal President stressed that the Council “expressly mandated” the court to concentrate on the trial of the main civilian, military and paramilitary leaders in order to be able to complete its trials by around 2008. “However, we will be in a position to achieve this only if the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and, for that matter, all of the States concerned cooperate fully,” he said. “Any delay in the arrests will irremediably preclude the International Tribunal from completing its work within the anticipated time-frames.”

Judge Jorda is scheduled to meet privately with the Security Council in New York on Monday.
* * *

DR of Congo

23 October – Armed groups in the eastern part of the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) are deliberately inciting ethnic hatred as part of the ongoing fighting there, and unless the international community acts to forestall it, the country faces a “massacre of horrific proportions,” a senior United Nations relief official said today.

Speaking at a press briefing on her recent mission to the DRC and Burundi, the UN Deputy Emergency Relief Coordinator, Carolyn McAskie, told reporters that the messages emanating from that part of the country were “sounding very familiar” and that “we have heard them before” in the region.

According to the UN, more than 2.5 million people have died in the country between 1998 and April 2001 as a result of the conflict and many UN agencies and non-governmental organizations routinely report widespread killings, torture and other human rights abuses against civilians by armed groups on all sides.

In one incident, a hospital was surrounded and hundreds of people were killed, Ms. McAskie said, while children have been turning up in hospitals with mutilations and machete cuts. Sexual violence has also been used as a weapon of war by most of the forces involved in the conflict.

Ms. McAskie said that in addition to the fighting, one third of the country’s population – 16 million people – have critical food needs. Sixty-four per cent of people in the eastern DRC were undernourished while 41 per cent of all children in the country under the age of five were malnourished. Altogether, about 330,000 Congolese refugees live in the neighbouring countries of Tanzania, the Republic of Congo and Zambia.

Meanwhile, HIV prevalence rates among soldiers and irregular combatants stood at 60 per cent in the war-torn country, which, despite its huge stores of natural resources, ranks 152nd out of 174 countries in the UN’s Human Development Index.


While the recent withdrawal of foreign troops from the country would lead to peace in the long run, Ms. McAskie noted, their departure had exposed a number of ongoing internal conflicts that could continue to fuel humanitarian crises in the region. In the DRC, she said, “there is no such thing as a humanitarian crisis. There are a series of humanitarian crises.”

* * *

Al-Qaida

23 October – An Islamic charity based in the United States has been added to the United Nations list of entities subject to sanctions against Al-Qaida and Taliban operatives.

A Council committee set up to monitor the sanctions imposed under resolution 1267 announced yesterday that the Global Relief Foundation has been added to its consolidated list. Also known as Fondation Secours Mondial, the Illinois-based organization has offices in several other countries, including France, Belgium, Albania, Pakistan and Turkey.

The UN sanctions require States to freeze financial resources, including funds derived or generated by any undertaking owned or controlled by the Taliban, and to ensure that they are not used by the group.

Countries are also obliged to freeze funds and other financial assets of Usama bin Laden and his associates in the Al-Qaida organization, and to prevent their entry or transit through the State’s territory. In addition, nations must prevent the supply, sale and transfer of all arms and materiel – along with any form of military training – to the named individuals and entities.

The sanctions were originally adopted, and later tightened, in response to the indictment of Usama bin Laden for the 1998 terrorist bombings of US embassies in Nairobi and Dar-es-Salaam.

* * *

Afghanistan


23 October – As Afghanistan marked its National Immunization Day, the senior United Nations official in the country today pledged the world body’s full support for efforts to improve the health of the Afghan people.

“We are at the service of the Government of Afghanistan,” said Lakhdar Brahimi, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative. “We are working under your leadership and under your guidance and trying to implement your programme.” 


Today marked the second day of a three-day immunization campaign against polio in Afghanistan. In this round children aged 6 months to 5 years will also be administered Vitamin A drops, an important micronutrient to prevent night blindness. Special efforts have been made to give women vaccinators and supervisors a more prominent role in order to ease access to mothers.


The drive, which is targeting 6 million Afghan children under the age of five, aims to interrupt the spread of wild poliovirus by end of this year, which has so far seen seven cases of the disease in Afghanistan. The UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the UN World Health Organization (WHO) are providing resources and support to the effort.

Polio, a highly infectious disease, mainly affects children under three years of age, invading their nervous system. One in 200 infections leads to irreversible paralysis, while between 5 and 10 per cent of those infected with polio die when their breathing muscles are paralyzed. The international goal is to certify the world polio-free by the end of 2005. 

* * *

India

23 October – The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) today released the results of a groundbreaking survey of hunger “hot spots” in India’s vast and ever-growing urban populations in a bid to help poor people in cities achieve food security.

The “Food Insecurity Atlas of Urban India,” a collaboration between WFP and the M.S. Swaminathan Research Foundation, is the first publication to analyse food security in all of urban India, from large cities such as Mumbai or Delhi to slum dwellings in smaller towns. With a population of one billion, India has the highest absolute numbers of hungry people in the world.

“Urbanization is perhaps the most dominant demographic phenomenon of recent decades worldwide,” said Mohamed Zejjari, the Special Representative to India of WFP Executive Director James Morris. “The urban population in developing countries has increased fivefold over the last 30 years; by 2025, there will be 600 million people living in urban areas in India alone.”

The Atlas used 17 indicators to measure food insecurity, among them daily intake of calories, housing, illiteracy rates, infant mortality rate and life expectancy. The state of Madhya Pradesh was found to have the worst levels of food insecurity – as indicated by low food affordability, low access to income opportunities, sanitation and health facilities and nutritional outcome – followed by Uttar Pradesh.

The survey also shows that child malnutrition is very high in urban areas: 36 per cent of urban children are shorter than they should be for their weight and age, while 38 per cent are underweight. The largest percentage of stunted children are in the state of Bihar, while Madhya Pradesh has the largest percentage of severely underweight cases among children under three years of age.

The Atlas recommends that priority be given to the provision of safe drinking water and proper garbage disposal. The publication also focuses on children, urging early childhood care programmes such as the Government’s Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS). Another recommendation is to set up school feeding programmes in both rural and urban areas to promote school enrolment and retention.

* * *

Asia-Pacific

23 October – Banks in Asia are afraid to lend, and companies are reluctant to borrow, resulting in a deadly circle that threatens to keep economic growth muted across much of the region, according to a new comprehensive joint-study published today by the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP).

In addition, the region’s monetary authorities have given little or no indication how they will solve this credit crunch, states the report, “Rejuvenating Bank Finance For Development in Asia and the Pacific,” which was compiled in conjunction with the Asian Development Bank (ADB).

The problem of non-performing loans, which reached record numbers following the Asian financial crisis of 1997, has undermined the solvency of the banking systems in many countries, the report says. Nevertheless, most countries are presently experiencing “ample liquidity with low and declining interest rates,” but there exists a shortage of “creditworthy” corporate borrowers.

The impact of this current reluctance to lend or borrow could have an even more negative effect on the region’s economy. “Until banks regain their ability and willingness to lend and become less risk averse, the pace of economic growth is likely to remain muted as many less creditworthy customers will be avoided by the banks,” ESCAP Executive Secretary Kim Hak-Su said at the opening of a roundtable discussion on the Asian banking sector and launch of the publication.

The report also notes a lack of clarity across the region when it comes to tackling the problem. “The so-called ‘credit crunch’ has been much discussed over the last few years with little, or no, indication as to what monetary authorities might do to overcome it,” it says.

The study also makes a strong case for a renewed emphasis on micro-financing as an effective tool in assisting the poor, especially poor women, crediting the strategy as having triggered a process toward broadening and deepening of rural financial markets in Asian and Pacific countries.

* * *

Right to food

23 October – Voicing outrage that millions of people around the world still suffer from hunger, a United Nations expert has urged speedy action by governments and the UN system to meet the target of cutting the number of chronically malnourished people in half.

“Every seven seconds, a child under the age of 10 dies from hunger directly or indirectly every year,” Jean Ziegler, the Special Rapporteur of the UN Commission on Human Rights on the right to food, writes in a new report to the UN General Assembly.

Mr. Ziegler says the most disappointing conclusion of a recent summit on food security was that little progress has been made in reducing hunger, despite the commitments made by countries in 1996 to halve worldwide levels. The only small victory of the “World Food Summit: five years later” meeting was the recognition of the right to food, “as a stronger concept than food security, as this makes addressing hunger a legal obligation, not just a policy choice,” he adds. Governments also agreed in the final Declaration to prepare a set of voluntary guidelines for the realization of the right to food.

In a bid to spur greater action, the Special Rapporteur recommends that governments be held more accountable to the voluntary guidelines on the right to adequate food proposed in the Summit’s final Declaration.

“More than 815 million people still suffer from hunger and chronic malnourishment, and 36 million people die from hunger directly or indirectly every year,” Mr. Ziegler points out, blaming this in part on the failure to question the impact of the current market-fundamentalist model and emphasis on trade-based food security.

The Special Rapporteur suggests that the “profound internal contradictions within the United Nations system and in the actions of certain States” be reviewed. “The obligations of States towards the populations of other countries, particularly their right to food, must be recognized,” he says. “This suggests, for example, that trade relationships must be examined to ensure that the trade policy of one nation does not have negative effects on the right to food of people in other countries.”

He also proposes giving greater attention to the alternative models proposed by global civil society if hunger in the world is to be seriously addressed, including the concept of food sovereignty, which puts the right to food above all other concerns, including international trade.

“Each day that passes means the premature death, or the physical and mental deterioration, of women, children and men as a direct result of hunger and malnutrition,” he observes. “In a world that is overflowing with riches and food, this is a scandal.”

* * *

UNICEF

23 October – Urgent action is needed to address current shortages of key vaccines and to improve the stability of future supplies, experts said today at a scientific colloquium backed by the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF). 

“Vaccine security – the sustained, uninterrupted supply of affordable vaccines – is at risk,” UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy told the meeting in Cold Spring, New York. “While there is a growing divide between vaccines given to children in developing and developed countries, shortages affect both.” 

During the past year, the United States could not meet demand for five vaccines that prevent eight childhood diseases, according to UNICEF. In developing countries, the reduced number of qualified manufacturers has led to serious risks of vaccine shortages for four basic vaccines that prevent six childhood diseases, including measles and whooping cough.

Ms. Bellamy blamed this problem in part on reduced production. “A key factor is that there are fewer manufacturers, especially of basic vaccines where profitability is lower,” she said.

The three-day colloquium, organized by the Sabin Vaccine Institute, brings together 35 key representatives of public health agencies, manufacturing companies and policy-making groups. 

* * *

Mountains

23 October – The world’s mountain regions are increasingly under threat as more and more land is converted to farming and grazing, according to a new report produced by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).

Mountain Watch, the first map-based assessment of environmental change in mountain areas, reveals that almost half of Africa’s mountain regions are estimated to now be “under the plough or the hoof.” An estimated 10 per cent of the continent’s mountain areas have been converted to cropland and 34 per cent turned over to grazing.

Parts of the Caucasus, California and the North-West Andes, in particular the forest ecosystems of the Magdalena Valley in Colombia, are among the most threatened, bio-diversity rich, mountain areas in the world, UNEP says, recommending that they be made conservation priorities.

Apart from Greenland, the region whose mountains appear to be the most pristine is North and Central America, where only an estimated 9 per cent is used for livestock and 5 per cent for crops.

“Our reverence for these unique, wilderness areas has been partly based on their remoteness, their inaccessibility, but this new report highlights how, like so many parts of the world, some of these last wild areas are fast disappearing in the face of agriculture, infrastructure development and other creeping impacts,” said UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer. “These impacts, these losses, are not just regrettable but threaten the health and well-being of us all.”

Compiled by the UNEP World Conservation Monitoring Centre as a contribution to the International Year of the Mountains, the report will be presented to officials attending the Global Mountain Summit in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, from 29 October to 1 November.

* *** *




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "pressures" ��BBC - Human pressures 'ruining  mountains


�� HYPERLINK  \l "earth" ��The Independent  -  Final untamed areas of the earth are disappearing�


� HYPERLINK  \l "cultures" ��The Guardian  -  Mountain cultures in grave danger says UN 


�� HYPERLINK  \l "protection" ��XINHUA - Mountains worldwide need urgent measures of protection: UNEP�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Kyoto" ��ENS - Beyond the Kyoto Protocol: Talks Open in India


�� HYPERLINK  \l "climate" ��REUTERS -India urges support for Kyoto climate pact�
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