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Indian scientists say there is no "Asian Brown Cloud" -- only haze 

Top Indian scientists Monday slammed a UN-backed study on the "Asian Brown Cloud" phenomenon,

      describing it as "exaggerated and distorted" and said Asia was not the only source of pollution. 

      "The study has made sensational statements on the impact of pollution on monsoons and agriculture which

      are exaggerated and distorted," J. Srinivasan, chairman of Centre for Atmospheric and Oceanic Sciences

      said. 

      "It has come to conclusions without any scientific basis," he said. In August the United Nations Environment  Programme (UNEP) said the "Asian Brown Cloud" -- a vast haze of pollution stretching across South Asia --   was damaging agriculture, modifying rainfall patterns and endangering the population. 

      UNEP said the pollution was caused by the burning of agricultural wastes and fossil fuels, and inefficient

      cooker emissions from burning wood, cow dung and other bio-fuels. 

      Srinivasan said the term "Asian Brown Cloud" was misleading and the scientists were worried about the

      implications that were suggested in the report. 

      "Actually it is a haze that we see. Perhaps the name 'Asian Brown Cloud' was chosen to give an impression

      of the Asian region choking under a thick and permanent blanket of dirty atmosphere," he told reporters

      here. 

      He said the haze was not a permanent feature in the Asian region and occurred only between January and

      March -- the period in which the UN body conducted the study. said. 

      "The haze disappears during the ensuing monsoon season and even during January-March there is

      considerable variation from year-to-year in the intensity of the haze," he said. 

      "It appears that the term 'Asian Brown Cloud' for describing wintertime haze over the Asian region is not

      appropriate and the implicit suggestion that it is a feature that characterizes only the Asian region is

      incorrect," he said. 

      "The scourge of pollution is by no means restricted to the Asian region. Man-made aerosol pollutants

      (sulphate or soot) are rampant in Europe and the United States. A lot of blame is laid at our door,"

      Srinivasan said. 

      "The attitude of the scientists as reflected in the study involves blaming the developing countries in Asia for  the pollution of the planet. 

      "Rather than advocating international agreements to control pollution the attitude seems to be one of

      imposing an asymetric control regime," he said. 

      The UN-backed study quoting global models suggested that the blanket may reduce precipitation over

      Northwest India, Pakistan, Afghanistan, western China and the western part of Central Asia by between 20

      and 40 percent. 

      It said a 10-percent reduction in the amount of solar energy hitting the region's oceans in turn reduces the

      evaporation of the moisture which controls summer rainfall. 

      This may already be having significant impacts on agriculture and the study said that the haze may be

      reducing India's winter rice harvests by as much as 10 percent. 

      Sulochana Gadgil, professor at the Centre for Atmospheric and Oceanic Studies said the reliability of the   model used by UNEP was in question. 

      "The study has pointed out a decrease in rainfall over Pakistan and Afghanistan due to the pollution. 

      "But the model stimulation of the rainfall patterns over the region, where the haze is supposed to lead to a   decrease in rainfall, is particulary poor and hence reliability of this projection is a suspect," Gadgil said. 

      Klaus Toepfer, UNEP chief, said last month more research was needed on the topic. 

      "More research is needed, but these initial findings clearly indicate that this growing cocktail of soot,

      particles, aerosols and other pollutants are becoming a major environmental hazard for Asia," he had said.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Business Line 

September 24, 2002 

Impact of Asian brown haze 'exaggerated' 

      BANGALORE, Sept. 23. IS it a big bad brown cloud or just a haze far less harmful? Is it "fact or fantasy"? Or       is it just a big black pot pointing fingers at a small and less developed kettle? 

      Two IISc scientists have debunked the UNEP report on the villainous big 'Asian Brown Cloud' that has made  news for the wrong reasons. According to Dr J. Srinivasan and Dr Sulochana Gadgil, Professors at the IISc's Centre for Atmospheric & Oceanic Sciences (CAOS), the UNEP report has exaggerated the nature and

      impact of the brown blanket hanging over South Asia ostensibly due to the region's allegedly high polluting   activities. Their observations have also been picked up by the MoEF to counter the bogey. 

      The UNEP report itself is based on the findings of the international INDOEX programme (Indian Ocean

      Experiment) and the term Asian Brown Cloud (ABC) was coined by the leaders of the experiment. They were  talking about the haze that occurs during January-March across the South Asian skies covering Indian

      Ocean, the Arabian Sea and the Bay of Bengal. 

      The report spoke of catastrophic effects of the ABC on the region's crop and rainfall among other things. 

      At a press conference here today, the scientists sought to clear the air over the haze: 

      *First, it is a haze and not a big cloud as it has been made out to be. 

      *The UNEP report has exaggerated its impact on monsoon and agriculture in the region and has no scientific  basis. 

      *It is not just of Asia's making alone; a brown haze is typical over most of the big cities in North America

      and Europe. In fact, in the northern hemisphere, South Asia is at the bottom of the pile of sulphur dioxide

      polluters - which is led by Europe and North America. Indian SO2 generation is about a fifth of that of the

      US. Anyway, what about the US blanket that stretches across the Atlantic, the scientists asked. 

      *The haze is not a permanent feature over Asia; it happens during January-March, when the INDOEX team  made its observations. 

      *The model simulation of rainfall patterns over North-western Asia (including Saudi Arabia, Pakistan and

      Afghanistan) is poor and the rainfall projection based on the model is not reliable. Besides, there are

      manmade and natural aerosols (fine air-borne particles) and "We expect natural aerosols to have a greater

      impact on the monsoon than the manmade ones," they said. 

      The UNEP report which was released on the eve of the recent world summit on Sustainable Development

      begins with the observation: "A vast blanket of pollution stretching across South Asia is damaging

      agriculture, modifying rainfall patterns, including those of the mighty monsoon and putting hundreds of

      thousands of people at risk." 

      The phenomenon was attributed to forest fires, burning of biomass, vehicular traffic, burning of fuel in

      industries and power stations and emissions from bio-fuels such as wood and cow dung. This "pollution

      parcel" could travel across the globe in a week, the UNEP Executive Director, Mr Klaus Toepfer, had said in  London. The UNEP report has also pointed fingers at air pollution in seven Indian cities including Delhi,

      Mumbai, Kolkata and Ahmedabad. 

      Dr Gadgil and Dr Srinivasan were also the first to set the record straight through an article in 'Current

      Science' dated September 10. According to them, while the pollution aspect cannot be denied, it is its

      alleged magnitude that is niggling. While the awareness of pollution should speed up the programme of

      reducing harmful emissions in cities, Asia is by no means the only source of such pollution. 

__________________________________________________________________________________

Agence France Presse 

 September 23, 2002 

This year's ozone hole to weaken months ahead of schedule: study 

      DATELINE: PARIS, Sept 23 

      BODY: 

      The annual ozone hole over the Antarctic, a closely-watched barometer of a major environmental problem,

      will weaken and disappear months ahead of schedule, scientists predicted on Monday. 

      But they said there did not appear to be a link between the smallness of this year's ozone hole and the slow

      decrease in ozone-eating gases. 

      Since the 1980s the hole has started to develop over Antarctica each year in August or September and

      disappeared in November or December. But Dutch scientists, in research reported by the European Space

      Agency (ESA), said they believed the hole would break apart by the end of this week. 

      "This breakdown is occurring exceptionally early in the year, about two months earlier than normal," an ESA   statement quoted chief scientist Henk Eskes of the Royal Meteorological Institute (KNMI) as saying. 

      "The depth of the ozone hole this year also is unusually small, about half that recorded in 2001." 

      The "hole" is in fact a thinning of the layer of ozone molecules in the stratosphere that filter out dangerous

      ultra-violet light from the sun which is capable of damaging DNA, killing plant life and causing skin cancer. 

      The layer is under attack from chemical-based compounds used as aerosol gases or refrigerants, although

      these substances are gradually being phased out under a 1987 UN treaty, the Montreal Protocol. 

      Earlier this month, a report compiled by 250 scientists for the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) said the volume of ozone-depleting substances had now peaked and efforts to fix the damaged layer were on track. 

      And scientists at Australia's Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO) said the hole was shrinking and should close by 2050. 

      Eskes said he saw no connection between this year's weak ozone hole and the slow decrease in

      ozone-eating gases. 

      Instead, the explanation lay with the natural year-to-year variability of atmospheric circulation that

      influences the size and duration of the hole, he said. 

      In contrast to its protective role in the stratosphere, ozone, a molecule of oxygen, is a health hazard at

      ground level. 

      Formed by a reaction between car exhaust gases and sunlight, it irritates the airways, meaning that the

      elderly, the young and people with lung or heart problems can be at risk if traffic pollution is severe.
________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Mercury in Fish May Be Linked to Infertility-Study

                      Mon Sep 23

                      LONDON (Reuters) - Eating too much seafood, which can contain high levels of

                      the toxic substance mercury, could be linked to an increased risk of infertility in

                      men and women, researchers said on Tuesday. 

                      Scientists at The Chinese University of Hong Kong found that infertile couples

                      who consumed large amounts of seafood had higher blood mercury

                      concentrations than fertile couples. 

                      "Seafood contaminated with mercury is a possible source of excessive mercury

                      exposure in our infertile population," said Dr. Christine Choy, whose research is

                      published in the British Journal of Obstetrics and Gynaecology. 

                      Choy and her colleagues, who compared mercury levels in 157 infertile couples

                      and 26 fertile couples, said contamination of the sea with heavy metals is

                      common around Hong Kong. 

                      Thirty-five percent of the men and 23 percent of the women in the infertile group

                      had abnormally high concentrations of mercury in their blood. 

                      Choy said exposure to environmental toxins including mercury has been

                      implicated as a potential cause of infertility. 

                      "The positive correlation between quantity of seafood consumption and blood

                      mercury concentrations suggests that higher seafood consumption may

                      contribute to higher blood mercury concentrations," Choy said in the journal. 

                      Infertility affects about one in six couples. Forty percent of infertility cases are

                      linked to men and another 40 percent are due to female problems. In some

                      cases the causes are not known or are caused by both male and female

                      problems. 

                      Hormonal disorders, damaged or blocked fallopian tubes and endometriosis, in

                      which womb tissue invades and damages other reproductive tissue, are

                      common causes of female infertility. 

                      Low sperm count and poor sperm shape or swimming ability are the major

                      problems in male infertility. 

                      Mercury enters the environment naturally and through industrial pollution. Nearly

                      all fish contain trace amounts of mercury but longer-living larger fish like sharks

                      or swordfish accumulate the highest amounts of mercury and pose the greatest

                      threat to people who eat them regularly. 

                      The United Nations ( news - web sites) Environment Program (UNEP) has

                      called for cutbacks on the use of mercury, which has a wide range of uses such

                      as in thermometers, dental fillings and batteries. 

                      UNEP Executive Director Klaus Topfer has said mercury poisoning had to be

                      tackled promptly because it was a serious hazard to life and the environment. It

                      can cause permanent damage to the brain, nervous system and kidneys. 

                      Choy said eating less seafood was one way to control the problem. 

                      "However, this should be balanced against the beneficial effects of other

                      components of fish, such as those of 3-omega fatty acids and selenium," she

                      added. 

                 _________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Sahara desert frontiers turn   green
               This is a thing of a past in many parts of West Africa

              Satellite pictures of northern Africa show that areas lost

               to the Sahara desert during decades of drought are

               turning green again. 

               Analysis of images show deserts retreating in a broad

               band stretching from Mauritania to Eritrea, according to

               research in British magazine New Scientist. 

               The driving force behind the retreat of the deserts is

               believed to be increased rainfall. 

               Better farming methods have also played a critical role, according to researchers. 

               Twenty years ago, severe  droughts turned much of  northern Burkina Faso into a desert. 

               But satellite surveys of the  region have shown that vegetation is returning to

               the country - and, indeed,  across the southern edge  of the Sahara desert. 

               Reclaiming farmland 

               The surveys were funded by Dutch, German and American aid agencies,

               and will be presented to ministers in Burkina Faso later  this year. 

               And new comparisons with archived images also show increasing grassland and forest vegetation in southern Mauritania, north-western Niger, central Chad, as well as in Sudan and parts of Eritrea. 

               And the researchers say that while overall    improvements have been steady, dramatic progress

               has been made in particular villages and areas,  particularly those where donor agencies have invested

               consistently in soil and water conservation. 

               One particularly successful farming technique is known as "contour bunding". It consists in placing lines of  stones along slopes and contours on the land to help rainfall soak in, and to stop topsoil washing away. 

               And that is helping to transform thousands of hectares into productive fields - where nothing grew just a decade  ago. ___________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Albania declares disaster as floods swamp  towns
September 24, 2002

                TIRANA - Floods washed through northwest Albania, inundating

                hundreds of homes and prompting the government to declare a natural

                disaster in four districts. 

                The army trucked tents and food towards the worst-hit areas around the

                towns of Lezhe, Shkoder, Diber and Kukes, home to several hundred

                thousand people, a government spokesman said.

                It dispatched 300 commandos to reopen a key road as wind and rain

                grounded helicopters and hampered relief efforts.

                Hospitals were on high alert but reported no casualties by nightfall. There

                were some dramatic escapes though - soldiers saved three children who

                were playing in the cabin of a crane when it collapsed and marooned

                them in the middle of a river swollen by torrential rain.

                Thousands of acres of farmland were swamped. The damage looked

                unlikely to rival the flood devastation across central Europe earlier in the

                summer, but will be an unwelcome blow for the tiny Adriatic country,

                already one of Europe's poorest. 

                REUTERS NEWS SERVICE 

 _________________________________________________________________________________________                                             

The Independent

Global warming forces Inuits to  abandon swamped homes

20 September 2002

                       Stripped to his shirt sleeves on a desolate Arctic beach, the hunter

                       gazes over his disappearing world.

                       The sun glitters on waves surrounding his island village. The town sits

                       amid the ruins of dugouts his ancestors chipped from the permafrost

                       when Pharaohs were building pyramids in the hot sands of Egypt.

                       Thousands of years ago, nomads chased caribou here across a

                       now-lost land connection from Siberia, 100 miles away. Scientists

                       believe those nomads became the first Americans. Now their

                       descendants are about to become global warming refugees. The

                       village is being swallowed by the sea.

                       "We have no room left here," says 43-year-old Tony Weyiouanna. "I have

                       to think about my grandchildren. We need to move."

                       Weather dictates survival in the Arctic and native Alaskans are alarmed

                       by a noticeable warming trend. Average temperatures have risen more

                       than 4F (2.2C) since 1971.

                       This is still a very rustic village. Its forlorn breakwater of sandbags and

                       rusting vehicles is often breached by storms. Recently, four homes

                       tumbled into the sea while villagers huddled in the Lutheran church.

                       Fuel and water tanks teeter just a few strides from the brink. Another

                       gale or two and the entire island – a half-mile at its widest, 10ft (3m) at

                       its highest – could be inundated.

                       Mr Weyiouanna's ancestors simply would have loaded their dogsleds

                       and mushed inland. But, in modern times, moving a town means

                       Shishmaref's 600 residents must vote.

                       The US Army Corps of Engineers says the cost of moving will be at

                       least $100m (£70m). Residents hope the government will pay, although

                       state and federal officials say no relocation fund exists.

                       And it is an upheaval many Americans might face in coming decades. In

                       June, the Bush administration submitted a report to the UN

                       acknowledging for the first time that climate change is real and

                       unavoidable. In Alaska, signs of warming are everywhere. Sea ice

                       volume has declined 15 per cent and thinned from 10ft to 6ft in places.

                       When ice disappears, so do the staple foods – whale, walrus, seal and

                       waterfowl, even polar bear. Glaciers are retreating by 15 per cent and

                       losing half their thickness every decade. Alaskan meltwater accounts for

                       half of the worldwide sea level rise of 7.8in (19.8cm) in the past 100

                       years.

                       In nearby Barrow, one morning, rumours of seal and walrus sightings

                       ricochet through town. Men hustle from offices to haul boats to the

                       water's edge. Schoolchildren cycle along the beach, cradling rifles.

                       Offshore, the concussion of what locals call "combat hunting" thumps

                       for hours as the ghostly shadows of outboard launches swerve

                       between glistening icebergs. Then the real work has to begin.

                       In his gravel yard, Eugene Brower unfolds a table padded with layers of

                       grease-soaked cardboard and duct tape. He is surrounded by four

                       walrus shot that morning, their whiskered heads still sporting ivory

                       tusks. He carves out slabs of purple meat.

                       Then he saws the glistening tan blubber. Each fist-sized chunk – fat,

                       skin and brown furry hide - is tossed into plastic pails for rendering.

                       "In this heat it should go fast," Mr Brower explains, his knife never

                       pausing. "We eat it all. It's good for you. I've got 11 grandkids. I need to

                       put meat on their tables."

                       Mr Brower, 56, mops his round face and bristly moustache with his

                       T-shirt. "When it hit 70 this week, my neighbour bought a fan," he

                       chortles.

                       His three-year-old adopted son, Andrew, frolics next to a boat Mr Brower

                       made with sealskins. The skin boat, called an umiaq, should be

                       seaworthy for a decade. In this heat, it may not last until Andrew's first

                       hunt in five years' time.

                       The wisdom the old man shares with Andrew will be different from what

                       he taught his older sons. "The ice is thinner. The air is warmer," Mr

                       Brower said. "When you are out on the ice, you can see the steam

                       rising. And that's something you don't want to see."

                       Back in Shishmaref, three village women open the Bingo Hall and

                       stretch the Stars and Stripes across the wall. They tack a sample ballot

                       to the door.

                       It reads: "Do you want to relocate the Community of Shishmaref?" To

                       vote, "Mark an X to the right of Yes or No."

                       No hanging chads here.

                       An hour ticks by. Winfred Obruk wanders in. He drops his ballot into the

                       locked box, tapping the lid twice for emphasis. At 63, he says he is

                       ready to abandon the only home he's known. "There's nothing else we

                       can do," he said. "The storms make you feel kind of small. It feels odd to

                       move, but that's nature."

                       For a valid referendum, Shishmaref needs 40 per cent of its 341

                       registered voters to cast ballots. The village's median age is about 20.

                       Most youths stay up late hunting, playing video games or cruising the

                       beach on ATVs. By mid-afternoon, some were rousted to vote. They

                       want to go anywhere, it seems.

                       "I went to school on the mainland," said Leona Goodhope, 19, "and

                       when I came back, my house was gone. They moved it to the other side

                       of the village, or it would've fallen in."

                       A new village probably would have indoor plumbing, refuse collection

                       and upgraded telecommunications for better e-mail and television but

                       not everyone is eager. Clifford Weyiouanna, 60, pointed to recent

                       improvements – a school extensions, a tannery, an automated laundry.

                       And what about the cemetery?

                       "My mother and grandmother are in there," he said. "This is where they

                       were born and lived. I think maybe they should stay here."

                       At 8pm, the election judges hand-count the ballots. Outside, a slightly

                       impatient crowd is gathered for bingo.

                       The vote: 161-20. Shishmaref will move. Nobody cheered, nobody

                       smiled.

                       The island still could be used as a summer fishing camp, said Tony

                       Weyiouanna. He will co-ordinate relocation.

                       "We will be putting money into the move," he said, "and not pouring it

                       into the sea."

                       The vote means the release of $1m in federal funds to examine the

                       relocation's impact on potential mainland sites.

                       And where is the favoured spot for the expensive and heart-rending

                       move?

                       Five miles east.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

The Economist Global Agenda

Scraping home

Sep 23rd 2002 

Gerhard Schröder has just managed to hold on to his job as German chancellor, after one of the most closely fought elections since 1945. But even a victorious Mr Schröder has had to concede that there are hard times ahead

FOR Gerhard Schröder, the next election campaign starts now. That might seem an odd assessment of

the German chancellor’s election victory. He has, after all, managed to secure a second four-year term

for the ruling coalition of his own Social Democratic Party (SPD) and the German Green Party, led by

Joschka Fischer. But the election was closely fought and the margin of victory so slight that at one point

during the count it looked as if Mr Schröder had lost. His conservative challenger, Edmund Stoiber,

prematurely claimed victory. 

Mr Stoiber is now likely to return to his old job as prime minister of Germany’s most prosperous region,

Bavaria. But he conceded defeat with a warning for Mr Schröder: the governing coalition has such a

small majority that Mr Stoiber reckons it will not survive for more than two years at most.

Mr Schröder knows it will be tough going: he said as much at his party’s victory celebrations. Much the

biggest problem is the German economy. Germany is now the sick man of Europe, recovering so slowly

from last year’s recession that growth this year is barely detectable. Business confidence is weak,

unemployment remains stubbornly high and economists—though not Germany’s political

leaders—believe major economic reform is urgently needed. The German stockmarket reacted badly to

the news of Mr Schröder’s narrow victory.

The chancellor’s most immediate problem though is one wholly of his own making: his decision to

oppose any invasion of Iraq, either with or without the authority of the United Nations. One of Mr

Schröder’s achievements in the early part of his first term was to develop a more independent and

assertive line on foreign affairs. He led Germany into its first foreign armed conflict since the second

world war, in Kosovo, and its first foreign war outside Europe, in Afghanistan. In one sense, his hard line on Iraq is a further sign of his desire to make Germany more assertive in foreign affairs.

But it was also regarded by many as a populist move, designed to tap anti-war sentiment in Germany at a point in the election campaign when Mr Schröder’s victory was far from certain. As the likelihood of some kind of military action against Iraq grows, the chancellor may come to feel he has painted himself into a corner. He will not want relations with Germany’s most important ally, America, to become too strained; nor will he want Germany to be left out on a limb in Europe, if Britain, France and Italy back a UN-authorised invasion. Finding a way out of the confusion will be difficult, however, given the opposition to a war with Iraq of Mr Schröder’s coalition partner. Mr Fischer, whose party significantly increased its electoral support (in contrast to the SPD which lost voters) is likely to stay as foreign minister.

Ultimately, though, it remains the economy on which Mr Schröder’s fate will hang. After a promising start in his first term, Mr Schröder lost the appetite for pushing through difficult reform. He has presided over a sharp rise in unemployment—back almost to the levels of four years ago, when he first took office. German leaders have tended to blame many of the economy’s current problems on the global downturn. Last year’s American recession, coupled with yet another in Japan, certainly made Germany’s predicament worse. 

So too has the monetary policy of the European Central Bank. The “one-size-fits-all” approach which the creation of the euro made inevitable has been particularly painful for Germany, whose economy would benefit from further cuts in European interest rates. And the stability-and-growth pact, which imposes limits on government budget deficits in the euro area and which was pushed through by Germany in order to forestall fiscal irresponsibility in countries like Italy, has had unwelcome—and unforeseen— repercussions in Germany. 

Germany looks almost certain to miss the stability-pact targets this year: but even trying to stick to them, as Mr Schröder’s government is committed to doing, has further reduced the government’s freedom of manoeuvre when some short-term economic stimulus would help the economy.

Germany’s economic problems go far deeper, though. Most of Germany’s political leaders remain fond of an interventionist approach to government economic policy. Most economists agree that the German labour market needs much more ambitious deregulation than the Schröder government has yet been willing to contemplate, and more even than the recommendations of the Schröder-appointed Hartz commission which produced a wide-ranging report on labour-market policies in August. 

Corporate deregulation is needed too. Germany’s business leaders have been reluctant to embrace fully the reform programme set out in the so-called Lisbon process which aims to make the European Union the most competitive region in the world by 2010. That was always an ambitious objective—now with a stagnating European economy and the visible distaste of many European governments for the

detailed elements of the reform agenda, the target looks wholly unrealistic.

Germany is not alone in its reluctance to reform. But it is the biggest economy in Europe, and the third largest in the world. What happens to Germany matters greatly to its neighbours. A weak government might find it more difficult to push through unpopular reforms—even if it wanted to. Mr Schröder said in his victory address that there were hard times ahead for Germany. They may not yet be hard enough for the reforms that Germany needs.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Annan launches new round of UN reform

                 initiatives

                             23 September – Five years after starting his groundbreaking push for a

                             leaner and more effective United Nations, Secretary-General Kofi

                             Annan today launched a new plan to further strengthen the world

                             body and improve its ability to meet current and future challenges.

                             In keeping with his earlier approach of confronting difficulties

                             head-on and offering concrete solutions, the Secretary-General's

                             "Agenda for Further Change" contains blunt language on such

                             problems as "too many meetings" while proposing dozens of specific

                 actions to remedy them. As with past reform efforts, some of these initiatives fall within

                 his domain and will be implemented immediately, while others require the approval of

                 Member States.

                 Among the suggested measures, the Secretary-General calls for a thorough review of

                 the Organization's work programme to make sure it is doing what matters, and not

                 wasting time or money on out-of-date or irrelevant tasks. He suggests a number of areas

                 for priority attention, including reaching the goals set by world leaders at the 2000 UN

                 Millennium Summit, tackling issues related to migration, addressing problems

                 associated with scarce natural resources, pursuing conflict prevention strategies, and

                 strengthening the UN's role in the fight against terrorism.

                 In a section on "managing conferences and meetings," Mr. Annan points out that while

                 these activities are central to the UN's work, much improvement is needed to better plan,

                 coordinate, and optimize their functioning.

                 The report also puts the spotlight on UN budgetary difficulties, which, while less severe

                 than in previous years, still persist. "The reality is that in recent years the Organization's

                 regular budget has not even kept pace with inflation, while the number of mandated

                 activities has increased significantly," Mr. Annan notes. He proposes changes to the

                 UN's budget and planning system, which he calls "fragmented, prone to duplication and

                 burdened with excessive paperwork."

                 Other sections of the report deal with the functioning of the UN's Department of Public

                 Information, which is largely responsible for telling the Organization's story,

                 strengthening the UN's human rights work, reaching out to partners in civil society and

                 the private sector, and improving staff performance and quality of life.

                 "This new age of interdependence and integration offers many opportunities to all the

                 peoples of the world, but it also poses many dangers," the Secretary-General says in the

                 report. "The challenge ahead is to strengthen our capability for collective action and

                 thus forge a common destiny in a time of accelerating global change."

______________________________________________________________________________________

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE PRESS CONFERENCE

 BY KOFI ANNAN

 SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE UNITED NATIONS

 UN HEADQUARTERS, NEW YORK

                  THE SECRETARY-GENERAL'S OPENING REMARKS

                  "Good morning, Ladies and Gentlemen. 

                        I think most of you know that one of my chief aims, ever since I took over Secretary-General, has been to make the United Nations more useful – to its member states and to the peoples of the world – by                  making it more efficient and effective.  And I always say that, in order to do that, we must be prepared to                  change with the times – constantly adjusting to new conditions and new needs. 

                        That was the object of my Reform Report that I introduced in my first year, and subsequent                  initiatives – and it is the object of the new Report, which I am publishing today.  

                        The object is not to reduce the budget, or to respond to any pressures or conditions imposed                  from outside.  It is my own initiative, and I am taking it because – like the Heads of State and Government

                  who adopted the Millennium Declaration two years ago – I intend to “spare no effort to make the United Nations a more effective instrument” for pursuing the priorities that Member States have set. 

                        This new set of changes will build on the improvements we’ve already achieved.  The UN has                  changed a lot in the last five years.  But the world continues to change, and we must change with it.                         What I am putting before you today is a package of very pragmatic improvements.  Taken              individually they may not strike you as very dramatic.  But taken together, they amount to a very different                  way of doing business.  If all of them are successfully implemented, we may really begin to feel that this

                  Organization is up to the job that the world has given it.  Let me mention just a few of the proposals I am making: 

                           §        First, a thorough review of our programme of work – to make sure we are doing what  matters, and not wasting time or money on out-of-date or irrelevant tasks.  

                           §        Second, more detailed proposals for improving our performance in the areas of human  rights and public information.  In particular, our network of UN information centres is                              going to be reorganized around regional hubs, starting with western Europe. 

                           §        Third, a reduction in the number of meetings, and of reports that the Secretariat has to  produce.  I think we can help the General Assembly and the other decision-making  bodies do a much better job if we concentrate our efforts in fewer reports and meetings,  and avoid duplication. 

                           §        Fourth, some important changes in our budget and planning system.  At the moment we  have three different processes, covering different time scales, and there are three different oversight and review mechanisms.  This is unnecessarily complex and labour-intensive. 

                           §        Fifth, I am proposing a review aimed at finding better ways to organize relations between the United Nations and civil society, in all its aspects.  For this I shall appoint an   independent panel, composed of people from different backgrounds – governments,

                              NGOs, research institutions, parliaments, and so on – as well as from different regions of

                              the world. 

                        §        And finally there are proposals aimed at making life better and more rewarding for our

                              staff, as well as further improving their quality and performance – notably by making it

                              easier for them to move, between locations, between functions, and indeed between

                              organizations. 

                        Let me stress that this is an agenda for change.  It will take time to implement.  And while I can and will make some of the changes on my own authority, there are many that require the approval of the                  General Assembly.  The whole package will only work if it is enthusiastically supported – by the staff, by

                  governments, and by the general public.  

                              That’s why I am anxious to come and present it to you in person – and why I shall now be very  happy to answer your questions." 

                  SUMMARY OF RESPONSES TO QUESTIONS FROM MEDIA

                  On UN reform

                  Asked about the problems facing the United Nations, and whether the United Nations may go the way of the League of   Nations, the Secretary-General said the reform report used straightforward language about the problems the United   Nations faces, but said it was overstated to claim that the United Nations could go the way of the League of Nations,

                  saying, “We are nowhere near that.” 

                  Asked how the United Nations can be dominated by one country that prevails over the will of other countries, he said  that the UN system is reasonably democratic. If one country gets its way in the Security Council, it means that other  countries have agreed with it. A veto can block a decision, but cannot make a decision, he said.

                  He said, in response to another question, that his report also mentioned the need for reform in the Security Council,   since UN reform would not be complete without Security Council reform. He called his approach an exhortation for  Member States to move ahead on the question of Council reform. 

                  Asked what the rationalization of the UN Information Centres would entail, the Secretary-General said that the plan  would be designed to determine how to restructure UN offices into several hubs, starting with Western Europe.

                  Regrouping small offices, and building a critical mass, is the direction in which the United Nations would go, he said.

                  Asked about whether more documents would be in French, he said the United Nations has a duty to put out documents  in the two working languages, and would do its best to do so. 

                  Asked about the “print on demand” plan to reduce the number and length of printed documents, the Secretary-General said that the United Nations was trying to take full advantage of new technology to put documents out on the Internet, and make them available on paper as needed. 

                  Asked about the idea of holding fewer conferences, he said UN conferences had really made a difference, not just for  the United Nations, but for peoples around the world. The call for fewer conferences, he said, is intended to improve  matters, so that, instead of conferences that are contentious and settle on the lowest common denominator, the   meetings are focused on specific results, as happened during the Millennium Summit. 

                  On Iraq

                  Asked whether Iraq has communicated any change in its policy on weapons inspections, the Secretary-General said the  only communication he had received was the letter from September 16. He added that the UN system would be guided  by the actions of the Security Council, and Iraq should be, as well. 

                  Asked about what the Iraqi letter means in terms of “unfettered access” for UN inspectors, the Secretary-General said   that the United Nations advised the Iraqis not to hedge its acceptance of the inspectors. “As far as I see it, it’s a  commitment by Iraq for the inspectors to go in and inspect and get their work done in an unimpeded manner, and report

                  to the Council.” 

                  He noted the Security Council is in the process of discussing a new resolution under Chapter VII, which, if passed,   would guide the work of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) and require Iraq’s compliance. 

                  Asked whether his 1998 memorandum with Iraq on inspections had been discussed with Iraq last week, he said it had  not come up. 

                  Asked about whether his work with Iraq had created tensions with the United States, he said that “they realize that they  have their role and I have my role,” and he added that he was not bothered by recent media reports. He said the relationship with the United States was good. 

                  On the Israeli-Palestinian conflict

                  Asked about any Iraqi attack on Israel and any possible retaliation, he declined to speculate on such hypothetical   events. But he noted, in response to a question on “double standards” regarding Israel’s actions, that the issue continually arises when dealing with the Middle East, and he expressed the hope to resolve the situation in the Middle

                  East for once and for all. 

                  On pre-emptive strikes

                  Asked about U.S. President George W. Bush’s doctrine on pre-emptive strikes and whether it violated the UN Charter, the Secretary-General said that, on broader peace and security issues, the Security Council will have to pronounce  itself. He noted his recent address to the General Assembly, he had dealt with the question of unilateral action.

                  Asked about whether he was cautioning the Bush administration not to set a precedent for pre-emptive strike, he said  the administration has enormous capacity for analysis, and would explore such aspects before taking any decisions. 

                  On the Francophonie Summit

                  Asked whether he would attend the Francophonie Summit, the Secretary-General said he would be unable to do so because of other commitments, but added that Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette would go. 

                                ANNAN ADDRESSES SECURITY COUNCIL DEBATE ON MIDDLE EAST

                       Prior to the press conference, the Secretary-General this morning addressed the Security Council,   as it held a formal meeting, following a request from the Arab Group, on the Middle East, including                       the question of Palestine. 

                       He said that, less than a week ago, the Quartet dealing with the Middle East had agreed on the                       need for a process driven both by performance and by hope. “Without hope, there will be no           performance,” he said. But the events of the past few days, he warned, “represent a tragic step in                       the opposite direction."

                       Last week, a bomb exploded in a Palestinian school and two new suicide attacks were perpetrated  against Israeli civilians, acts which the Secretary-General called “morally repugnant.” 

                       He urged all Palestinians to renounce terror, and also warned that any further destruction of the  Palestinian Authority will only set back Palestinian reforms and hamper, and even undermine,               efforts to meet humanitarian needs. “Further misery is hardly a basis for progress, whether political,                       security or economic,” he said. 

                       The Secretary-General underscored the systematic grinding down of the Palestinian Authority’s

                       headquarters in Ramallah, in which 10 Palestinian civilians have been killed, and the mass protests  in Palestinian cities against it. 

                       Today, he noted, UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Terje Roed Larsen met with Israeli  Foreign Minister Shimon Peres, and was meeting in Ramallah with Abu Mazen, Secretary-General                       of the Palestine Liberation Organization. 

                       The Secretary-General warned that any policy built on forcing the other side to capitulate “is not  working, and will never work,” and added that a policy of concentrating on security first had failed,

                       since “there will be no lasting security without a political settlement.” The Palestinians, he added,   need to recognize that there will be no political settlement without security for Israel. 

                       The Council’s open debate is expected to go into the afternoon, with 34 speakers inscribed at the time the meeting began. At 3:00 p.m., the Council will also hold consultations to consider a draft

                       resolution, submitted by Syria, on the Middle East, after which it likely would resume its formal  meeting.

                       Also today, Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs Kieran Prendergast delivered a message  on behalf of the Secretary-General to the UN Conference of Civil Society in support of the                       Palestinian People. 

                                                OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS

                       In his latest report on the UN Iraq-Kuwait Observer Mission, the Secretary-General says that the situation along the Iraq-Kuwait border remains generally quiet, but added that the Mission is "operating in an uncertain environment, due to the political and military developments in the region." He recommended that the Mission be   maintained.

                       The UN Mission in Afghanistan said Sunday that the UN Human Settlement Programme, or                       Habitat, has begun work to reconstruct some 3,000 houses in the Shomali area to benefit some                      21,000 people.

                       Last Friday, the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia unsealed its indictment  against former Croatian chief of staff Janko Bobetko, charging him with crimes against humanity                       and war crimes during operations in the Medak Pocket in 1993.  

                       Nane Annan, the Secretary-General's wife, attended and spoke briefly at an International Day of Peace event  today with students from local schools, as well as those linked in by satellite from peacekeeping missions in Bosnia-Herzegovina, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Kosovo and Sierra Leone.

                       The 26th session of the Pan American Sanitary Conference, the policy setting governing body of the Pan American Health Organization, meets in Washington D.C. today at the start of a weeklong session.  The body   meets once every four years to set health policies and this year the main items include AIDS, health and ageing,  management of childhood illness and women’s health and development. 

                       The Food and Agriculture Organization’s (FAO) four-day high-level Consultation on Agricultural Information  Management began today in Rome.  The consultation is designed to improve the capacity of decision-makers, professionals and the public to use and access agricultural information. _____________________________________________________________________________________
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Russia’s Participation in Northern Dimension Partnership Fund

Press Service of the Russian Government, 20 September

The Northern Dimension Partnership provides for implementation of environmental projects in the north-western region (Russia, Poland, Baltic States).  Special attention will be paid to transboundary environmental projects. Countries donors and the European Community are ready to start investments amounting to 110 million euros.  During its meeting 19 September the Russian Government decided to allocate 10 million euros during 5 years as a contribution to the Northern Dimension Partnership Fund.

Three countries divided the Caspian Sea

Vremya.ru, 23 September

Today Presidents of Russia and Azerbaijan are signing a bilateral agreement of division of the Caspian Sea bottom.  In general the tension existing in bilateral Russian-Azerbaijan relation decreased.

Regular meeting of the Public Environmental Council

Ministry of Natural Resources of the Russian Fed., 19 September

Mr. V. Artukhov convened a regular meeting of the Public Environmental Council.  The Council discussed the need to create an efficient mechanism to control the implementation of the environmental legislation.  An example of the serious non-compliance with environmental laws during the building of the Yumaguzin water reservoir was cited.  The Council also discussed the implementation of CITES provisions, preparation for the CITES Conference (November 2002), outcome of WSSD and continuing work on the Environmental Doctrine.

International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer

Press Agency of the Russian Ministry of Natural Resources 16 September

The Press agency informed that 16 September is celebrated worldwide as an International day for the preservation of the ozone layer.  Russia has considerably reduced the production of ozone destructive substances to meet its obligations according to the Montreal Protocol.  Russia prepares regularly a State report on “The State of Environment” which contains vast information about the state of atmosphere, transboundary air pollution and ozone layer.

International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer

Elvisti (Ukraine), 16 September

UN General Assembly decided to celebrate this day as an International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer.  By 1995 all countries except Eastern European States and the former Soviet Union diminished their production and consumption of ozone depleting substances.  Some countries created efficient methods to regenerate and recycle ODS.

___________________________________________________________________________________________
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Terrorism, poverty link called a mistake, Toronto Star, 21/9:  Blaming terrorism on poverty is a mistake because it weakens the global war on terrorists, says India's External Affairs Minister Yashwant Sinha.  He was speaking to media in Ottawa following meetings with Canadian Prime Minister Jean Chrétien and Foreign Affairs Minister Bill Graham.  (See

http://www.thestar.com/NASApp/cs/ContentServer?pagename=thestar/Layout/Article_Type1&c=Article&cid=1026145506987&call_page=TS_Canada&call_pageid=968332188774&call_pagepath=News/Canada)

A Brazilian Campaign That Is All About the Jungle, NY Times, 23/9:  After the environmental leader Chico Mendes (and Sasakawa Environment Prize winner) was killed near here late in 1988, the movement he personified went into shock and was expected by many simply to fade away. It recovered, and his allies, heirs and disciples now govern this remote Amazon region.  Nearly four years ago, one of Mr. Mendes's closest associates, Jorge Viana, was elected governor of Acre State and embarked on an ambitious experiment that has gained growing support here and abroad. But the movement Mr. Mendes inspired is facing a new threat as Mr. Viana's opponents use political and legal maneuvering to try to deny him another term.  See http://www.nytimes.com/2002/09/23/international/americas/23BRAZ.html?ex=1033786004&ei=1&en=d2025bd31883522c)

Mexico Weighs Electricity Against History, NY Times, 22/9:  Mexico, starved for electricity, is reviving plans to dam its biggest river, the Usumacinta. The dam could provide power to millions, but at a cost: the destruction of precious Mayan ruins. (see http://www.nytimes.com/2002/09/22/international/americas/22MEXI.html?ex=1033708666&ei=1&en=2633bf8432248567)

Americas' Life Expectancy Rises, but Health Mixed, Washington Post, 23/9:  Life expectancy in the Americas has risen by six years over the past two decades. Infant mortality has been cut by about one-third. Measles, a major killer of children, is nearly gone. Deaths from malaria are one-quarter of what they were five years ago.  Those are among the promising trends detailed in a portrait of health in the Western Hemisphere released last week by the Pan American Health Organization. The total picture, however, is decidedly mixed.  The region's overall improving health masks wide disparities among countries. The incidence of AIDS in Caribbean countries is second only to that in sub-Saharan Africa. Furthermore, rising incomes are leaving the diseases of affluence, notably heart disease, diabetes and the complications of obesity, in their wake.  (See http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A53084-2002Sep22.html)

In Galapagos Islands, Sizing Up Avian Perils, Washington Post, 22/9:  Scientists from the University of Missouri-St. Louis and the St. Louis Zoo are attempting to avert a looming biological catastrophe on one of science's most hallowed grounds.  Their aim is to prevent a tidal wave of alien diseases from washing over the hawks and other native birds here -- which happened in Hawaii, where pathogens have decimated the state's forest birds. The scientists are surveying the health of native and nonnative birds throughout the Galapagos, the archipelago whose curious creatures inspired Charles Darwin to develop his theory of evolution based on natural selection. The Galapagos Islands are an Ecuadorean national park and a United Nations World Heritage Site.  (See http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A53350-2002Sep22.html)

US NEWS

US Panel Says Health of Seas in Peril, AP, 22/9:  Six months before the first man landed on the moon, a US presidential commission urged Congress to use more "fully and wisely" a different sort of vastness, one teeming with life but just as mysterious and far closer to home — the world's oceans.  More than three decades later, a second presidential commission, led by a retired admiral who headed the Energy Department in the first Bush administration, says the urgency is even greater than when the Eagle landed.  The oceans are in trouble; the coasts are in trouble; the marine resources are in trouble. These are not challenges we can sweep aside," said James Watkins, sounding more like a lifelong environmentalist than a former chief of naval operations and national security expert.   (See http://oceancommission.gov/welcome.html )

Warming up to disaster, Chicago Tribune, 22/9:  Dr. William H. Schlesinger, dean of the Nicholas School of the Environment and Earth Sciences at Duke University, argues that , the West Nile virus now affecting large parts of the US is only a wake-up call with regard to the potential future health impacts of climate change.  In the three years since West Nile virus was first discovered in New York City, the disease shows all the signs of becoming an epidemic. From an initial outbreak largely seen among crows, the virus has been diagnosed in nearly 100 bird species and in humans from Florida to California. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention believe that eradication is now impossible. Beyond the threats of anthrax and smallpox from bioterrorism, the public is increasingly vulnerable to exotic diseases and to new strains of old diseases that we can expect to come cascading across America in an era of global warming. Will we take global warming seriously, curb our emission of greenhouse gases, and reduce the potential for mosquito-borne illness? Or are we willing to take the alternative risk that we might lose a family member to West Nile virus?  (See http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/opinion/oped/chi-0209220069sep22.story)

More Than Drought Harms US Rangelands, Officials Say, Los Angeles Times, 23/9:  Some federal managers blame livestock overgrazing for public rangeland degradation in the US west. Ranchers do not agree.  In an Arizona national forest that is among the hardest-hit by the multi-year drought, an unprecedented destocking is taking place over 3 million acres. Virtually all cattle have been removed from the forest and will remain off for at least a year.  Ranchers chafe at accusations of overstocking and overgrazing. It is the prolonged drought, they say, that's to blame.  Politicians have responded by opening more public land to grazing and by expanding federal assistance programs to ranchers.  Conservation groups are accusing ranchers of leveraging the drought to gain public funds to solve a problem they themselves created.  Government officials who supervise grazing on public land are beginning to agree. (See http://www.latimes.com/la-na-grazing22sep22(0,3000461).story)

CANADIAN NEWS

Chretien's record belies new-found commitment to foreign aid, say critics, Canadian Press, 22/9:  The plight of the poor is once again a matter of concern for the governing Liberals. Prime Minister Jean Chretien, twice in the last two weeks, has gone out of his way to suggest that alleviating poverty in the Third World could help combat the scourge of terrorism.  Critics who have watched Canada's foreign aid budget dwindle over the last decade raise a more fundamental question:  If the prime minister is so devoted to narrowing the gap between rich and poor nations, why hasn't he been putting his money where his mouth is?  (See http://www.canada.com/news/story.asp?id=ABC800C6-53C7-4FF4-8B5A-3485F8BC27FB)

Boreal forests called 'northern lungs of the world', CBC News, 23/9:  Boreal forests in Russia and Canada are among the world's biggest producers of oxygen and should be protected from industrialization, a Winnipeg conference was told Sunday.  Don Sullivan, head of the North American Boreal Forest Network, said his goal as host of the three-day conference was to stress the importance of keeping boreal forests healthy. The boreal forests are viewed as massive "carbon sinks" – ecosystems that remove carbon dioxide from the atmosphere by absorbing and storing it.  (See http://cbc.ca/cgi-bin/templates/print.cgi?/2002/09/22/boreal_forests020922)

Canada and Kyoto Protocol:  
Ottawa eyes $5 billion Kyoto incentive plan, Toronto Star, 21/9:  The Canadian Government is considering handing out more than $5 billion in incentives to help implement the Kyoto protocol on climate change over the next five years.  The aim would be to provide tax breaks to encourage improved mass transit, greater energy efficiency in homes and buildings, greater use of alternative fuels and stepped-up public education.  (See

http://www.thestar.com/NASApp/cs/ContentServer?pagename=thestar/Layout/Article_Type1&c=Article&cid=1026145505990&call_page=TS_Canada&call_pageid=968332188774&call_pagepath=News/Canada)

Premiers should join Canadians on Kyoto, Toronto Star, 23/9:  Editorial calls for Canadian provincial leaders, especially Albertans, to heed the views of the majority of Canadians on climate change.  Opinion polls clearly show most Canadians, including the majority of Albertans, support the Kyoto protocol and are willing to pay a price to see it implemented. (See

http://www.thestar.com/NASApp/cs/ContentServer?pagename=thestar/Layout/Article_Type1&c=Article&cid=1026145541930&call_page=TS_Editorial&call_pageid=968256290204&call_pagepath=News/Editorial)

Kyoto not only factor for oilsands project, Toronto Star, 22/9:  The fate of TrueNorth Energy's proposed $3.5-billion oilsands project in northern Alberta depends on other factors than just the Kyoto climate change treaty, president David Park said Friday.  While Kyoto could be a death sentence, the project has been dogged by cost overruns and stiff opposition by environmentalists and community groups. (See http://www.thestar.com/NASApp/cs/ContentServer?pagename=thestar/Layout/Article_Type1&c=Article&cid=1026145503506&call_page=TS_News&call_pageid=968332188492&call_pagepath=News/News)
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BRIEFING FOR THE SECURITY COUNCIL                                                  BY MR. TERJE ROED-LARSEN,                                             UNITED NATIONS SPECIAL

COORDINATOR

                                                      20 September 2002

     Since the last briefing to the Security Council by Mr. Turk on 22

August, the humanitarian situation in the occupied Palestinian territory

has continued to

     deteriorate. In response to the dramatic decline in living conditions,

the Secretary-General dispatched Ms. Catherine Bertini as his personal

humanitarian

     envoy to review the situation.

     Until two days ago, there had been six weeks of relative calm in

Israel itself, although Israeli military operations resulted in a number of

Palestinian civilian

     deaths during this time, strongly deplored by the Secretary-General in

a statement of 4 September. This week, we have seen two suicide attacks

inside Israel

     and a bomb blast in a Palestinian school; there have also been

meetings of the Quartet. I will begin this briefing with the Quartet's

activities.

                                                            * * * * *

     On Tuesday 17 September, the Quartet principals held three meetings:

Quartet only; Quartet plus five Arab ministers; and Quartet plus

representatives of the

     two parties (Shimon Peres and Nabil Shaath). This was followed by a

communique, which members of the Council will have seen.

     The meetings focused on the humanitarian situation, security issues,

institutional reform, and political process. There was a common

understanding that

     these issues are all closely linked and that, for example, neither the

security problem nor the humanitarian crisis can be fully solved without a

political

     solution.

     Members of the Quartet expressed great concern about the humanitarian

situation, and the finding in Ms. Bertini's report that the crisis might

spiral out of

     control within months. Fifty per cent of the population are now

dependent on food hand-outs from UNRWA or WFP, while malnutrition and

water-borne

     diseases are spreading.

     The latest UNSCO socio-economic report, which will be released later

today, shows that unemployment is now around 50%; poverty levels have

reached 70%

     in Gaza and 55% in the West Bank; while income losses are estimated at

$7.6 million a day, meaning a total loss of $3.3 billion since October

2000. On top

     of this, the Palestinian Authority is facing a fiscal crisis; this

month, for instance, the cost of PA operations and supplies stands at $90

million, while the total

     resources available are less than $55 million.

     Members of the Quartet underlined to the Israeli delegation the

problems of access and movement within the occupied territory - further,

how closures

     adversely affected Palestinian security training, humanitarian

delivery and the ability of the Palestinian Authority and civil society to

discuss and implement

     reform, including the holding of elections, which the Palestinian

Authority has called for 20 January 2003.

     It was also pointed out that the past six weeks had seen noticeable

quiet from the Palestinian side (this was, of course, before the two

suicide bombs of

     yesterday and the day before), despite many actions undertaken against

Palestinians during the same period.

     On reform, members of the Quartet agreed that progress had been uneven

at best, though there were promising signs, especially in the area of

financial

     transparency. Ultimately, the credibility of reform depends on

Palestinians seeing improvement in both living conditions and political

prospects.

     The Secretary-General told the parties that, in spite of high-level

assurances of increased Israeli cooperation with humanitarian agencies,

officials of these

     agencies are reporting only marginal improvements on the ground. The

bottom line is that there can be no real progress on the humanitarian front

if Israel

     does not alter its system of security, which, while based on entirely

legitimate and understandable concerns, is hurting an increasingly

significant portion of

     the Palestinian population.

     To move forward on the humanitarian and development challenges, a UN

mission, involving key agencies working closely with UNSCO and UNRWA, will

be

     dispatched to the region to develop a detailed plan. This plan will be

assessed at a UN-facilitated meeting involving UN agencies, donors and

multilateral

     institutions, prior to a ministerial-level donors meeting in December.

     The Secretary-General stressed to the Quartet, the regional actors,

and the parties themselves that it was important to move forward - now more

than ever.

     The increased tension in the region produced by the Iraqi issue

increase still further the importance of rapid positive movement on the

Israeli-Palestinian track.

     As expressed in the communiqué, members of the Quartet were in

agreement over a three-phase plan of action or roadmap for achieving a

two-state solution

     within three years. This plan must be performance-driven, but also

hope-driven. The Palestinians need to feel hope to enable further progress,

just as the

     Israelis need to feel secure.

     Since there is such a lack of confidence between the parties, forward

movement will be monitored and assessed by a third-party mechanism to be

     established by the Quartet. The Quartet principals instructed their

envoys to work on operationalizing this mechanism, and other aspects of the

roadmap, in

     the coming weeks.

     The Quartet believes that an important step could be a declaration of

statehood with provisional borders, should the Palestinians opt for this,

as early as

     possible in 2003. This would be endorsed by Quartet conditional on its

assessment of the reform process.

     The Quartet also intends to make it clear to the Israelis that they

must take immediate steps to allow far greater freedom of movement for

Palestinians and

     goods, withdraw from self-rule areas reoccupied since October 2000,

end targeted killings and freeze settlement activity.

     All this would be followed by permanent status negotiations in the

third phase of the plan (2004-mid 2005), and an international conference

that would address

     all tracks of the peace process for a truly comprehensive peace. The

Quartet emphasized, both to the regional actors and to the parties, that it

could not

     move forward alone. As the Secretary-General told the parties, action

by both on all subjects - humanitarian, security, reform and political

process - was

     essential. The world was counting on them to take mutual and parallel

actions.

                                                            * * * * *

     Turning to the situation on the ground, members of the Council will be

aware of a deeply unfortunate upsurge of violence in Israel, the West Bank

and Gaza in

     recent days.

     On 17 September there was a bomb blast in a Palestinian school near

Hebron. Five pupils were wounded and Israeli police suspect the involvement

of Jewish

     extremists. This is the third incident of this nature this year. On 18

September, two Palestinians were killed and 21 wounded in a series of IDF

operations

     across the West Bank and Gaza.

     In addition, a suicide bomber the previous day blew himself up in Umm

el Fahm killing an Israeli policeman. On 19 September, a Palestinian

suicide bomber

     in Tel Aviv killed five Israelis and wounded 40. These are repugnant

and tragic events which the Secretary-General has condemned unreservedly.

     The past weeks also witnessed a number of IDF operations including

widespread arrests and ongoing assassinations, as well as a tightened

closure regime

     and curfews. According to OCHA, these curfews confine, on average,

almost half a million Palestinians in more than 20 cities and towns to

their homes,

     sometimes for days at a time. Yesterday, troops fired into a crowd of

schoolchildren protesting a curfew in El Amari refugee camp in Ramallah,

killing a 9

     year-old boy.

     In the month leading up to 17 September, 56 Palestinians were killed

by Israelis, and five Israelis killed by Palestinians. Nevertheless, the

period of 4

     August-18 September was the longest without a suicide bomber since

November 2000. In this time we also saw sustained introspection on the

Palestinian

     side concerning the utility of violence. Yesterday, the IDF once again

encircled President Arafat's offices in Ramallah, once more carrying out

major

     demolitions. The siege of his office continues today.

                                                            * * * * *

     The issue of reform continues to be an important one, with progress to

date especially in the financial area. Palestinian legislators are awaiting

the

     appointment by President Arafat of a new Cabinet, following the

resignation last week of the current government under threat of a

no-confidence vote. Many

     are also calling for the appointment of a Prime Minister. The security

situation continues to undermine reform efforts; yesterday's incursion and

the renewed

     isolation of President Arafat's compound undoubtedly weaken the

position of those working for major reform.

                                                            * * * * *

     Turning now to the issue of southern Lebanon. A four-month period of,

what could be termed, 'tense stability' was shattered on 29 August when

Hizballah

     launched an attack against IDF positions in the Sheba farms, killing a

soldier and wounding two others.

     More recently, tensions have been raised considerably over a looming

water crisis. Lebanon is currently undertaking a water project to draw

water from the

     Wazzani Springs. The government has stated repeatedly that it is fully

entitled to draw increased amounts of water from its own sources.

     Israeli concerns have centred on what it calls the unilateral manner

in which Lebanon is undertaking the project and on the perceived potential

impact on

     water flow into Israel. The absence of accurate technical data on the

nature and scope of the project has served to heighten tension. The need to

obtain

     independent, technical information has been the focus of all concerned

in trying to defuse tensions surrounding this issue.

     Two US water experts have been dispatched on a technical, fact-finding

mission to the area, in consultation with the Israeli and Lebanese sides.

The United

     Nations has been urging both parties to show restraint. The Israeli

Government should refrain from the threat of force. The Government of

Lebanon has also

     been urged on several occasions by all concerned, including the United

Nations, to provide promptly a detailed report on current water projects in

south

     Lebanon. Thus far, no documentation has been received.

                                                            * * * * *

     To conclude, Mr. President, and returning to the subject of the

Quartet meetings, there need to be a number of steps taken by both the

Israelis and the

     Palestinians in several areas. Improved security performance and

humanitarian delivery are essential, but it will not be possible to sustain

progress in either

     field without parallel movement in the political area. "Security

first", as the Secretary-General has said so often, is never going to work

in the Middle East.

     Steps need to be taken not on a sequential basis, but in parallel and

with reciprocity.

     The roadmap on which the Quartet principals instructed their envoys to

flesh out in the coming days needs to be based on performance, but it must

also be

     founded on hope. One without the other will bring nothing but a

continuation of the impasse.
______________________________________________________________________________________

ROAP Media Update – 24 September 2002

_____________________________________________________


Topical News Issues
Haze covers most of Kalimantan
The Jakarta Post, Jakarta - Haze from forest and ground fires on Monday continued to veil most parts of Kalimantan, Riau, and North Maluku.|In Palangkaraya, the capital of Central Kalimantan, visibility was 500 metres, up from just two meters last week, when Governor Asmawi Agani declared an optional holiday for schools and government offices in Palangkaraya and surrounding areas. 
Nevertheless, many Palangkaraya residents chose to stay at home while those carrying out outdoor activities, especially motorists, had to wear masks to avoid choking smoke.|
http://www.thejakartapost.com/detailnational.asp?fileid=20020924.D02&irec=3 

North coast of Java facing severe water deficit due to deforestation 
The Jakarta Post (Moch. N. Kurniawan),  Jakarta - A severe water crisis is looming for big cities along the north coast of Java island, including Jakarta, Semarang in Central Java and Surabaya in East Java, due to the rapid rate of deforestation and excessive water consumption, State Minister for the Environment Nabiel Makarim said on Monday.
Nabiel said the dry season droughts and wet season flooding that plagued many cities along the north coast only confirmed the bleak outlook for water supplies in northern Java. 
He said that in one year, the northern coastal areas suffered water shortages for four months. 
"Deforestation and excessive water consumption have worsened the water deficit. If deforestation is not stopped, and water consumption continues to increase, the water deficit will worsen in the coming years. 
"Then, a water crisis will materialize," Nabiel told The Jakarta Post in his office. 

http://www.thejakartapost.com/detailnational.asp?fileid=20020924.C03&irec=5 




UNEP and the Executive Director in the news








� HYPERLINK  \l "Indian" ��AFP  - Indian scientists say there is no "Asian Brown Cloud" -- only haze 


�� HYPERLINK  \l "Impact" ��Business Line - Impact of Asian brown haze 'exaggerated'�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Ozone" ��AFP - This year's ozone hole to weaken months ahead of schedule: study� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Mercury" ��Reuters - Mercury in Fish May Be Linked to Infertility-Study
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