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Reuters

U.N. environment chief backs curb on asbestos trade

23 Sep 2004 14:10:16 GMT

GENEVA, Sept 23 (Reuters) - United Nations environment chief Klaus Toepfer vowed on Thursday to keep fighting to curb trade in toxic asbestos despite opposition from leading producers like Canada and Russia.

"It is not a closed case. We have to do more to convince (the doubters) that it should be handled as the other 41 on the list," Toepfer said, referring to the number of chemicals and pesticides that are subject to limitations.

But he rejected suggestions by conservationists, such as WWF International, that the U.N.'s Rotterdam Convention on hazardous chemicals and pesticides was weakened by its failure to agree any such restrictions at a meeting this week.

"I do not believe that this is a serious undermining of this convention," Toepfer, executive director of the U.N. Environment Programme (UNEP), told a news conference on the penultimate day of the Convention's first conference.

"There must be more scientific information ... I believe we have to work very hard to bring in other chemicals (and) to stick to asbestos for future (inclusion)," he said.

The convention, which came into force earlier this year, aims to prevent the dumping of toxic substances on other countries, particularly in the Third World, by requiring the explicit consent of the importing state.

There are up to five million cases of pesticide poisoning every year worldwide, resulting in several thousand deaths among farm workers, mostly in developing countries.

Developing nations use only 25 percent of world pesticide output, but they account for 99 percent of registered deaths.

The convention's 76 signatory states this week added 14 substances, including a lead additive used in petrol to the 27 products already included on the treaty's "watch list."

But they failed to agree on asbestos, which is still used in construction, particularly in the developing world.

Decisions under the treaty -- officially the Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent (PIC) Procedure -- are taken by consensus.

________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________The Wall Street Journal

A Chemical Kyoto

By KENDRA OKONSKI
September 23, 2004

Environmentalists, joined by a growing body of regulators and the global insect pest community, are raising the alarm that a long list of chemicals are criminals on the loose, moving unnoticed from country to country, able to harm millions and kill thousands. In their minds, there's no better way to nab the suspect than with more environmental regulations.

Enter the Rotterdam Convention, a U.N. treaty whose parties are this week toasting its successful entry into force earlier this year. Reading like an environmentalist's Christmas wish-list, it has been justified to the world with the claim that "Pesticides and industrial chemicals have poisoned millions of people in recent decades and killed tens of thousands as a result of accidents." Klaus Toepfer, head of the U.N.Environment Program, this week went so far as to suggest that the treaty would benefit "subsistence farmers, nursing mothers, wildlife,...sustainable development and poverty alleviation."

So how does Rotterdam hope to achieve all these lofty goals? It's a global system of registration and trade restrictions for chemicals. Under its "prior informed consent" requirements, exporters of listed substances are obliged to inform authorities in the country of import as to the product's nature, legal and illegal uses, safety provisions, health effects, and even alternatives.

Armed with this information, the importer may then decide whether to allow imports, or not, and under what conditions. Once the importer has responded, the country of export is obliged to regulate exports according to the wishes of the importer. As such, Rotterdam reverses the normal procedures for regulating imports.

The treaty also enacts a procedure for adding new chemicals to the list of substances subject to prior informed consent, and a system of regulatory information sharing. If a country or region, such as the EU, enacts a new regulation like REACH (its ambitious plan to regulate 30,000 chemicals), regulators in other countries will be encouraged to enact similar "precautionary" legislation.

Rotterdam was agreed following an intensive campaign by environmental groups to push the idea that a massive, unregulated and illegal trade in chemicals existed. They claim that evil industrialists profit by duping poor countries into accepting chemicals that were long ago rejected in wealthy countries. The underlying implication is that poor countries shouldn't be responsible for their own chemicals regulation. This in turn rests on the twin assumptions that rich countries have got it right in respect of chemicals regulation and that by imposing duties on exporters, problems relating to mismanagement of chemicals will magically disappear.

One of the treaty's many problems is its failure to enable countries to accurately assess the tradeoffs that sometimes must be made with chemicals. DDT, a chemical listed in the treaty and maligned by environmentalists in the past four decades, helped wipe out malaria in many countries, rich and poor, during the 20th century. Reduced DDT use in the past 20 years has been associated with a significant resurgence in the poorest parts of the world.

When DDT is used indoors, and is not disseminated into the environment, it is highly effective in protecting against the nocturnal malaria-carrying Anopheles mosquito. It is often used by cash-strapped public health programs in poor countries, many of whom signed up to the treaty. A plausible scenario is that the treaty will hinder rather than promote public health in these countries. For example, it may offer another vehicle for underpaid customs officials to enhance their salaries through bribes -- raising the cost of important chemicals.

Since the publication of Rachel Carson's "Silent Spring," the 1962 bestseller which launched the modern environmental movement, the idea that "all chemicals are harmful" has plagued the Western world. Rotterdam, other treaties such as the POPs convention (which prohibits trade, with minor exceptions, of 12 chemicals), and legislation such as REACH, are symptoms of the chemophobia that has overtaken society at large. Modern detection technologies help to perpetuate the idea stated this week by the Rotterdam secretariat that "every human being on Earth carries in his or her body traces of various hazardous chemicals, many of which have been linked to cancer, birth defects and other health problems."

Treaties such as Rotterdam offer the Western world -- which seems to be striving for a world free of synthetic toxins -- a false sense of security against perceived chemical risks. The treaty cannot, and does not, deal with the fact that all chemicals, whether natural or synthetic, could pose public and environmental health threats at certain concentration levels.

Exposure to toxins is a fact of life and most toxins are natural. Among the most dangerous thing we do as humans is breathe: exposure to oxygen leads to various ageing processes, which eventually kill us. But without oxygen, we would die. How do we explain this apparent paradox?

Paracelsus observed that the dose makes the poison. Many chemicals that are known to be toxic in high doses are benign or even beneficial in small doses. Vitamin A is a good example that most people are probably familiar with. In small doses it's essential to good health; in high, it damages the liver. Likewise, many so-called pollutants are harmless at low doses. A theory called hormesis even has it that some of these chemicals, by stimulating the body's defenses, may be beneficial.

Yet modern environmental and public health legislation is built on the false premise that any chemical that is toxic in high doses must also be toxic in low doses. In reality their objection is not to toxic substances at all but to substances produced by man.

Rotterdam applies this ideology, in the hopes that it will take us further towards the fantasy world envisioned by environmentalists, in which man-made chemicals are eliminated. Such a world would, of course, be far more dangerous than the present one.

The treaty joins a growing body of national legislation and regulations, and global environmental treaties like the Biosafety Protocol, which are ambiguously justified on the basis of the "precautionary principle". Environmentalists allege that a huge number of substances, products, and production methods cause environmental harm.

The treaties intentionally conflict with the global trading framework of the World Trade Organisation, which doesn't generally permit trade restrictions based on precaution. Of course, both environmentalists and protectionists would cheer if U.N. treaties take precedence over the WTO. It is no coincidence that the EU, on behalf of its 25 member states, has eagerly ratified Rotterdam and other treaties, no doubt seeing it as the perfect opportunity to justify more environmental regulations and extend them to the world. Other big industrial countries -- Russia, China, India and the U.S. -- haven't ratified this treaty.

Economic and technological development -- and environmental protection -- go hand in hand. But by restricting trade, Rotterdam and other global regulations threaten to slow both processes, limiting access to new, cleaner and safer technologies. Let's hope these thoughts temper the celebrations in Geneva this week.

Ms. Okonski, co-editor of "Environment and Health: Myths and Realities" (IPN, 2004), is director of the sustainable development project at the International Policy Network in London.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Africa News

 September 23, 2004 Thursday 

HEADLINE: Kenya;Nairobi Dam to Be Cleaned Up

BODY:

The Nairobi Dam is to be cleaned up and restored to a public park.

Years of neglect have left the former favourite recreation centre polluted and choking under the hyacinth weed. 

Families may soon begin enjoying sailing excursions, thanks to a new effort by a group calling itself Friends of Nairobi Dam.

Chaired by Nation Media Group chief executive officer Wilfred Kiboro, the nine-member committee will raise funds for its rehabilitation.

"Thirty years ago, we all came here with families and enjoyed delightful moments, but now part of it has become somebody's shamba," he said, during the launch of the project, in Nairobi, yesterday.

Other members are Mr Noorshad Merrali , Dr Joseph Oluoch, Prof Mutuku Mutinga, Mr Renson Mbwagwa, Dr Reuben Mutiso, Mr E. M. Kamau and Mr Harban Singh.

The effort is funded by Unep in conjunction with Habitat, UNDP, World Health Organisation and Unicef.

Effective Micro-organism (EM), a 20-year-old Japanese technology, is being used to remove the hyacinth, which has choked up the 31-acre dam.

The weed is being removed manually by EM Technology before being decomposed into compost manure using microbes that cause fermentation.

EM Technology has also contributed Sh35 million to be used to treat the dam after removal of the weed.

The launch was attended by Cabinet ministers Kalonzo Musyoka and Raila Odinga, the initiative's patron.

Others were diplomats, UN representatives and chief executives of companies.

Mr Musyoka said: "Environment is life and if we don't take care of it, we are doomed."

Mr Odinga said the country was endowed with a good environment, which had been neglected for too long.
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Reuters

	New UN talks bid to save fish, plants and timber

23 Sep 2004 11:49:16 GMT


By Alister Doyle, Environment Correspondent

OSLO, Sept 23 (Reuters) - Long a forum for protecting endangered species like whales or tigers, a U.N. meeting in Bangkok next month will seek a wider role in regulating the billion-dollar trade in timber, fish and medicinal plants.

Obscure but commercially valuable species like the humphead wrasse fish, the Chinese yew tree or the hoodia cactus are likely to steal some of the limelight at the October 2-14 meeting from elephants, bald eagles and great white sharks.

The Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) will decide on proposals to change trade rules for 50 types of plants and animals, with big implications for managing fisheries, the logging industry and pharmaceutical firms.

"Whales, elephant ivory and other charismatic species will still be on the agenda, but the focus is moving to commercial species and wider economic and social issues," said Sue Mainka, head of the Species Programme at the World Conservation Union.

"You can tell that governments are taking CITES more seriously. It used to be only environment ministries who were interested, now officials from fisheries and foreign ministries increasingly come too," she added.

China and the United States, for instance, want the 166-nation talks to tighten protection of the Chinese yew which is the main source of top selling anti-cancer drug paclitaxel.

And Indonesia wants to limit trade in ramin, one of southeast Asia's main export timbers, because of over-logging and habitat destruction. Mahogany, mainly from Brazil, was added to protected lists at the last CITES meeting in Chile in 2002.

"CITES is increasingly the focus of efforts to protect fish and timber species that are traded globally in profitable commodity markets," the U.N. Environment Programme (UNEP) said.

BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY

CITES is also one of the main forums where the world asks about how far to protect the planet's biological diversity.

Studies say millions of species -- including rare plants that might cure human diseases -- risk extinction in coming decades from habitat destruction and global warming.

CITES now all but bans trade in 600 animal species and 300 types of plants -- from cheetahs to orchids. It strictly limits trade in 4,100 animal species and 28,000 types of plants.

UNEP also says CITES should help Third World nations by ensuring that they keep profits from exports, helping wider U.N. goals to halve the worst poverty by 2015.

Fisheries could be among the most controversial in Bangkok.

The meeting will consider proposals to limit trade in the humphead wrasse of the Pacific and Indian Oceans and the great white shark which is traded for meat and trophies.

The wrasse is a delicacy from China to Singapore.

"Nations like Japan see the addition of any commercial fish species as a foot in the door -- next will be cod or tuna," one diplomat said.

"CITES is addressing commercially valuable fish where 10 years ago it never did," said John Frizell at environmental group Greenpeace. The largest sharks -- whale sharks and basking sharks -- were added to protected lists in 2002.

Among other proposals, Namibia and South Africa want to restrict trade in hoodia, a plant used for thousands of years by southern Africa's San Bushmen because it suppresses the feeling of hunger when chewed and could be a treatment for obesity. 

__________________________________________________________________________

Hindustan Times

New UN talks bid to save fish, plants and timber Alister Doyle (Reuters)

Oslo, September 23 

Long a forum for protecting endangered species like whales or tigers, a UN meeting in Bangkok next month will seek a wider role in regulating the billion-dollar trade in timber, fish and medicinal plants.

Obscure but commercially valuable species like the humphead wrasse fish, the Chinese yew tree or the hoodia cactus are likely to steal some of the limelight at the October 2-14 meeting from elephants, bald eagles and great white sharks.

The Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) will decide on proposals to change trade rules for 50 types of plants and animals, with big implications for managing fisheries, the logging industry and pharmaceutical firms.

"Whales, elephant ivory and other charismatic species will still be on the agenda, but the focus is moving to commercial species and wider economic and social issues," said Sue Mainka, head of the Species Program at the World Conservation Union.

"You can tell that governments are taking CITES more seriously. It used to be only environment ministries who were interested, now officials from fisheries and foreign ministries increasingly come too," she added.

China and the United States, for instance, want the 166-nation talks to tighten protection of the Chinese yew which is the main source of top selling anti-cancer drug paclitaxel.

__________________________________________________________________________

New Kerala News

UN for upgrading developing world's pesticide safety: 
[Health India] New York, Sep 23 : Alarmed that 99 percent of the world's pesticide-related deaths occur in developing countries, the United Nations has called for better pesticide safety.

This high mortality is despite the low use -- only 25 percent of the global pesticide production - in these countries, the Food and Agriculture Organisation and the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) say in a joint report. 

An estimated one million to five million cases of pesticide poisoning occur every year, resulting in several thousand deaths among farmers and farm workers, said the report released this week ahead of a meeting of world governments in Geneva to tighten up safety measures.

The meeting would take up the addition of eight more pesticides to the Rotterdam Convention that stipulates "Prior Informed Consent (PIC) Procedure" for entry of the listed hazardous chemicals and pesticides in international trade.

The convention's requirement that exporters follow the PIC Procedure involving potential importers now applies to DDT and 21 other dangerous pesticides apart from five industrial chemicals. 

"Governments will need to strengthen the protection available to agricultural workers in order to contain - or better yet reduce - the number of pesticide poisonings that farmers suffer," the statement said.

Most of these poisonings occur in the developing world because of lax or non-existent health standards, it says.

"The families of farmers, particularly children and infants, are also extremely vulnerable. In many countries, children may have to help out on family-owned farms where pesticides are used, or they may be obliged to transport goods treated with pesticides for local businesses." 

The report noted that developed countries must either ban pesticides or ensure that farm workers who handle pesticides wore protective gear, reducing the hazards.

The story is different in developing countries where workers lack appropriate equipment or the climate is too hot and humid for such clothing to be worn comfortably.

Often the risk factors contributing to pesticide poisoning in developing countries are out of the workers' direct control, the report said.

--Indo-Asian News Service 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

M2 Presswire 

September 23, 2004

HEADLINE: UN: Farm workers need to be better protected against pesticides; FAO, UNEP call for stronger safety measures

GENEVA/ROME, (FAO) - Governments will need to strengthen the protection available to agricultural workers in order to contain, or better yet reduce, the number of pesticide poisonings that farmers suffer, the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) said today.

An estimated 1 to 5 million cases of pesticide poisoning occur every year, resulting in several thousand fatalities among agricultural workers. Most of these poisonings occur in the developing world where safe health standards can be inadequate or nonexistent. Although, these countries use only 25 per cent of global pesticide production, they account for a staggering 99 per cent of the related deaths.

Poisoning

The vast majority of these poisoning cases involve farmers and farm workers. This is not surprising, since farm workers have the greatest direct contact with these chemicals, applying them on crops and working in fields or orchards where pesticides are used.

The families of farmers, and particularly children and infants, are also extremely vulnerable. In many countries, children may have to help out on family-owned farms where pesticides are used, or they may be obliged to transport goods treated with pesticides for local businesses.

In developed countries, the most hazardous pesticides are either banned or strictly controlled, and agricultural workers who handle pesticides wear protective clothing and equipment.

Unprotected Workers

This is not always the case in many developing countries, where too often workers lack appropriate equipment, or the climate is too hot and humid to wear such clothing comfortably. Their spraying equipment may leak, and because workers may not have easy access to washing facilities, they often wear contaminated clothing throughout the day, eating and drinking with contaminated hands.

An example of the particular risks facing developing country farm workers comes from Senegal. Several years ago, government officials began to hear about, and subsequently to "map", mysterious cases of poisoning in rural areas: fevers, chest and abdominal pains, vomiting, insomnia and even death.

These investigations pointed the finger at a specific pesticide formulation applied on seeds as a powder by peanut farmers.

While such powdered formulations may be safely used in developed countries, where seeds are often treated and planted mechanically, they are riskier in a country like Senegal, where agriculture tends to be manual. In rural areas, the treated seeds were handled directly, protective clothing was not usually worn, because it was often not available, and some farmers even bit the shells to release the peanuts.

As this case demonstrates, the risk factors that contribute to pesticide poisonings in developing countries are often out of the workers' direct control. Farmers must therefore rely on governments to take additional measures to reduce the risks to which they are exposed.

Rotterdam Convention

Recognizing their responsibility, governments are meeting in Geneva this week to consider, among other things, adding eight new pesticides to the Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent (PIC) Procedure for certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade.

The Rotterdam Convention's requirement that exporters obtain "prior informed consent" from potential importers before proceeding already applies to DDT and 21 other dangerous pesticides (plus five industrial chemicals).

"There is a widespread awareness that farm workers are at particular risk when pesticides are used improperly or when accidents occur", said Louise Fresco, FAO Assistant Director-General, Agriculture Department, which, together with UNEP, provides the secretariat of the Convention.

"FAO assists countries in West Africa to protect their crops from a massive desert locust upsurge. In this stage of the campaign, there is no other option but using substantial quantities of pesticides. In this context, the organization takes all measures to provide farm workers and others involved in the campaign with adequate protection", she said.

"The Rotterdam Convention will play a major role in empowering governments to ensure that only those pesticides that they can safely manage enter the country and that pesticides, which are not appropriate to local conditions and technologies are excluded", she said.

The pesticides now being considered for inclusion on the Convention's PIC list are: binapacryl; DNOC and its salts; ethylene dichloride; ethylene oxide; monocrotophos; parathion; toxaphene and dust able powder formulations containing a combination of benomyl at or above 7 per cent, carbofuran at or above 10 per cent and thiram at or above 15 per cent.

If added, they would join the following 22 pesticides: 2,4,5-T, aldrin, captafol, chlordane, chlordimeform, chlorobenzilate, DDT, 1,2-dibromoethane (EDB), dieldrin, dinoseb, fluoroacetamide, HCH, heptachlor, hexachlorobenzene, lindane, mercury compounds, and pentachlorophenol, plus certain formulations of methamidophos, methyl-parathion, monocrotophos, parathion, and phosphamidon.

CONTACT: Erwin Northoff, Information Officer, FAO Tel: +39 06 5705 3105 e-mail: erwin.northoff@fao.org Michael Williams, Information Officer, UNEP Geneva Tel: +41 22 917 8242/8196/8244 e-mail: michael.williams@unep.ch For radio interviews, please contact: Liliane Kambirigi, Radio Information Officer Tel: +39 06 570 53223 e-mail: liliane.kambirigi@fao.org

(M2 Communications Ltd disclaims all liability for information provided within M2 PressWIRE. Data supplied by named party/parties. Further information on M2 PressWIRE can be obtained at http://www.presswire.net on the world wide web. Inquiries to info@m2.com).
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Ghana News Agency

Regional News of Wednesday, 22 September 2004 


Dce expresses concern about activities of some international Ngos

Elmina, Sept. 22, GNA - The Komenda-Edina-Eguafo-Abrem (KEEA) District Chief Executive, Nana Ato Arthur on Tuesday, expressed concern that some international non-governmental organisations (NGOs) such as CORE, were painting dismal pictures about happenings in Ghana, to the international community.

He said for instance, at the just ended second 'World Urban Forum' held in Barcelona, Spain, from September 13 to 17, which he, the DCE attended, officials of CORE, produced a documentation, which portrayed that residents at Fadama in Accra, were being driven forcibly away, thereby rendering them homeless.

Nana Ato Arthur, expressed these concerns when he briefed newsmen about the objectives of the forum, which was among other participants, attended by about 600 mayors and 170 ministers of state, from both the developed and developing countries, under the theme, "crossroads of cultures; inclusiveness and integration".

It was aimed at providing a platform for government officials, urban planners, civil society and ordinary citizens, to debate and discuss the problems and possibilities of cities, against the backdrop that by the year 2015, it is envisaged that about 70 to 75 per cent of peoples would migrate to urban centres.

It therefore, dwelt on topical issues like slum upgrading, local economic development and tourism.

According to the DCE, such NGOs, make false presentations, just to enable them procure funds from donor organisations, and said he and the Mayor of Accra, Mr Stanley Nii Adijri Blankson, who also attended the forum, had to step in to set things straight. Touching on the objectives of the forum itself, Nana Arthur, expressed optimism that Ghana could take more advantage of some organisations within United Nations, and source more funds from them, for accelerated development.

He mentioned some of such organisations, as the UN Environmental Programme (UNEP) and UN Habitat.

According to him, what the country needs, is a "strong focal" person, who could present the requisite and acceptable proposals to such organisations, for more funding, for enhanced housing projects, environmental protection programmes, as well as tourism. Asked if he had any proposals in mind to benefit his district in particular, the DCE said he plans to present a proposal for the improvement of a slum area in Elmina, known as Ayisa, as a means of raising the living standards of its residents.

Nana Arthur noted that there was also the need to repackage the tourism industry, to make it more attractive, both locally and internationally.

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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Africa tapping sun to solve energy woes                                     

 By Lauren Gelfand                                                           

 AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE                                                        

 Published September 23, 2004                                                

 TANGHIN DASSOURI, Burkina Faso - Solar panels perched on the roof of    Tanghin Dassouri's medical clinic have lit two decades of births and deaths  for the 60,000 people in this cluster of villages just outside Ouagadougou. 

     "It's feeble, but it's better than nothing," said Sister Georgette  Ilboudo, one of the nurses who tends to patients in the mud-walled clinic   with the faint buzz of the solar current in the background.                 

     Energy specialists believe that panels like these could breed a  revolution in renewable energy for the world's poorest -- and, many believe, sunniest -- continent.                                             

     Mindful of rising prices for fossil fuels and Africa's shrinking  forests, as well as of the growing population of unemployed, African heads  of state have begun to take a closer look at the feasibility of developing  

 the alternative-energy sector.                                              

     Creating jobs in renewable-resource management was among key recommendations this month at an anti-poverty summit of some 20 heads of     state who gathered in Ouagadougou under the aegis of the African Union.     

     "If the states take concrete action to support evolving activity in the  sector, there will come a time that we can use local materials and artisanal labor to harness the sun," said Issa Bikienga of the Permanent    

 Interstate Committee for Drought Control in the Sahel (CILSS).              

     "Here we are with this ample resource, and we are not using it to our advantage," for pumping water, lighting and refrigeration, he added.        

     "In the Sahel, 40 percent of people do not have access to drinking water. We can use solar to help."                                           

     Advances in technology have helped bring the price of photovoltaic  panels down substantially, helping light villages across the continent --  where grid electricity is a distant promise -- for one-tenth the 1980s      

 cost.                                                                       

     Still, at $600 for a pair of 40-watt panels, solar-powered electric  lighting remains beyond the reach of rural Africans, most of whom survive on less than $1 a day.                                                      

     Add the cost of import tariffs and the pages of pedantic regulations  "and you are looking at a perfect way to squander something that could be  of such benefit," said Malakilo Diasso, who in 1979 was the first           

 solar-panel dealer in sunny, landlocked Burkina Faso.                       

     "If you have a centralized, high-powered system, you can light up a     

 village of 20,000 people. What is needed is the courage from government to  say that this is feasible."                                                 

     The U.N. Environment Program (UNEP) champions microcredits to develop the sector as a way for rural landholders to pay for their solar energy in  installments.                                                               

     "Right now, it means that Africans have to finance 20 years of  electricity upfront," noted Eric Usher, a UNEP renewable-energy expert.     

     "Why should a poor farmer in Mali have to do that while someone in  California does not?"                                                       

     Cutting tariffs, which in the nine CILSS countries average more than 100 percent, is the easiest ways to boost the sector, said Lincoln Dahl,  whose U.S.-based African Energy company distributes panels wholesale to small and medium-size companies around the continent.                       

     "Solar materials are duty-free in Kenya, the market is competitive, the margins are thin and it is working well," he told AFP by telephone from  extremely sunny Arizona.                                                    

     "Renewables are good energy for countries -- if they make it easy and let it roll."                                                               

     Such enthusiasm for solar energy may be lost on Tanghin Dassouri, where  utility poles were installed two months ago.                                

     "It might be two years before the cables are installed, so for now we   will be happy with the panels," said Pastor Etienne Kabre. "But as soon as   we get electricity, well, I think the panels will have to go."              

AFP

Africa looks to harness the sun with new attention to renewable energy

Source: Agence France-Presse English Wire Date: September 22, 2004

by Lauren Gelfand

TANGHIN DASSOURI, Burkina Faso, Sept 22 (AFP) - Solar panels perched on the roof of Tanghin Dassouri's medical clinic have lit two decades of births and deaths for the 60,000 people in this cluster of villages just outside of Ouagadougou.

"It's feeble but it's better than nothing," said Sister Georgette Ilboudo, one of the nurses who tends to patients in the mud-walled clinic with the faint buzz of the solar current in the background.

Weak or not, energy experts believe that with better investment in the informal private sector that engages the majority of Africans, panels like these could breed a revolution in renewable energy for the world's poorest

-- and many believe sunniest -- continent.

Mindful of rising prices for fossil fuels and Africa's shrinking forests, as well as the growing population of unemployed, African heads of state have begun to take a closer look at the feasibility of developing the alternative energy sector.

Creating jobs in renewable resource management was among key recommendations earlier this month at an anti-poverty summit of some 20 heads of state who gathered in Ouagadougou under the aegis of the African Union.

"If the states take concrete action to support evolving activity in the sector there will come a time that we can use local materials and artisanal labor to harness the sun," said Issa Bikienga of the Permanent Interstate Committee for Drought Control in the Sahel (CILSS).

"Here we are with this ample resource and we are not using it to our advantage," for pumping water, lighting and refrigeration, he added.

"In the Sahel, 40 percent of people do not have access to drinking water; we can use solar to help."

Advances in technology have helped bring the price of photovoltaic panels substantially lower, helping to light villages across the continent where grid electricity is a distant promise for one-tenth of their 1980s-era cost.

Still, at 600 dollars for a pair of 40-watt panels, they remain beyond the reach of rural Africans, most of whom survive on less than one dollar a day.

Add in the cost of import tariffs and pages of pedantic regulations, "and you are looking at a perfect way to squander something that could be of such benefit," said Malakilo Diasso, who in 1979 was the first solar panel dealer in landlocked sunspot Burkina Faso.

"If you have a centralized, high-powered system you can light up a village of 20,000 people. What is needed is the courage from government to say that this is feasible."

The UN Environment Program (UNEP) champions microcredits to develop the sector as a way for rural landholders to pay for their solar energy in installments.

"Right now it means that Africans have to finance 20 years of electricity up front," noted Eric Usher, a UNEP renewable energy expert.

"Why should a poor farmer in Mali have to do that while someone in California does not?"

Cutting tariffs, which in the nine CILSS countries average more than 100 percent, is the easiest ways to boost the sector, says Lincoln Dahl, whose US-based African Energy company distributes panels wholesale to small and medium-sized companies around the continent.

"Solar materials are duty-free in Kenya, the market is competitive, the margins are thin and it is working well," he told AFP by telephone from the extremely sunny US state of Arizona.

"Renewables are good energy for countries -- if they make it easy and let it roll."

Such enthusiasm for solar energy may be lost on Tanghin Dassouri, where electricity poles were knocked into the ground two months ago.

"It might be two years until the cables are installed, so for now we will be happy with the panels," said Pastor Etienne Kabre.

"But as soon as we get electricity, well, I think the panels will have to go."

	


Radio Caracol

Director PNUMA pide comercio tóxicos sea responsabilidad social Fuente: EFE [image: image1.png]



Ginebra.---El director ejecutivo del Programa de la ONU para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), Klaus Topfer, pidió que el comercio internacional de pesticidas y químicos tóxicos sea visto como un asunto de responsabilidad social y que los fabricantes tengan en cuenta sus efectos en los países en desarrollo. 

Topfer se refirió hoy a los resultados de la primera reunión de estados miembros de la Convención de Rotterdam, en vigor desde febrero pasado y que ha permitido la creación de una lista de productos que no pueden ser exportados a un país sin que éste dé su consentimiento previo. 

En esta reunión, que finaliza mañana, viernes, y en la que han participado representantes de 130 gobiernos, se decidió incluir 14 nuevas sustancias a la lista de productos que pueden ser sometidos a esta restricción, pero se dejó de lado el amianto crisotilo, una sustancia cancerígena. 

La oposición de Canadá y Rusia, dos países productores de ese tóxico, impidió que el amianto crisotilo se incluyese en esa lista. 

Topfer afirmó que esta sustancia debería estar sin duda en la relación de productos cuyo comercio requiere un consentimiento previo, pero aseguró que el asunto "no está cerrado" y ofreció más trabajo para convencer a los países reticentes. 

Como parte del procedimiento establecido en la Convención de Rotterdam, los países pueden decidir qué productos químicos aceptan y rechazar los que consideren que no cuentan con los medios para manejarlos sin poner en peligro la salud o el medio ambiente. 

Organizaciones ecológicas han criticado por su parte la posición de Canadá y Rusia, a quienes acusaron de "actuar en defensa propia y proteger a los exportadores de ese producto peligroso". 

Por su parte, una representante de la Organización de la ONU para la Agricultura y la Alimentación (FAO), Louise Fresco, recordó que este problema adquiere cada vez mayor importancia puesto que anualmente salen al mercado 1.100 nuevos pesticidas y productos químicos. 

Explicó que "se trata de un tema muy importante sobre todo para los países en desarrollo, ya que cada año ocurren hasta 5 millones de casos de envenenamiento y 20.000 muertos, de los que el 99 por ciento se registra en ese grupo de naciones". 

Fresco afirmó que el uso de los pesticidas continuará incrementándose debido a las necesidades de la agricultura. 

"Se calcula que para 2025 habrá 8.300 millones de personas en el mundo, lo que significa que se requerirá el 80 por ciento más de alimentos y productos agrícolas", señaló la experta de la FAO. 

Los expertos alertaron, además, de que los grupos más vulnerables a los pesticidas son las familias de agricultores, y en especial los niños que ayudan en las tareas agrícolas y tienen un contacto directo con esos productos tóxicos.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

La Opinion Austral

Comienza el Seminario Binacional sore ozono y cambio climático 
	

	


Con la presencia de autoridades argentinas y chilenas dará comienzo hoy en El Calafate el Seminario Binacional Ozono y Cambio Climático, actividad determinada en las comisiones del XIV Encuentro del Comité de Frontera Integración Austral, realizado en esa ciudad los días 15 y 16 de julio y que convocó a representantes de los gobiernos de Santa Cruz, Chubut, Tierra del Fuego, y de las regiones chilenas de Magallanes y Aisén. 
El seminario se distribuirá en dos jornadas y el acto de apertura tendrá lugar en las instalaciones del Hotel Los Alamos, a las 9.00, y estará a cargo del subsecretario de Medio Ambiente de la Provincia, Francisco Anglesio, la directora regional CONAMA de la Décimo Segunda Región de Chile, María Luisa Ojeda Almonacid, y del secretario de Ambiente y Desarrollo Sustentable de la Nación, Atilio Savino. 
Hoy jueves, en el marco del tema Ozono, radiación solar ultravioleta. Mediciones e impacto, se tratará el comportamiento del ozono en el Hemisferio Sur, a partir de datos satelitales; la medición de perfiles de ozono en Argentina con técnica LIDAR; la disminución del ozono estratosférico sobre Punta Arenas; el cambio climático, ozono atmosférico, salud humana y ozono y cambio climático. El lado oscuro del Sol. 
Cada exposición estará a cargo de reconocidos profesionales, como Edgar Crinó de la U.N.S.L.; Eduardo Quel del CEILAP/CONICET de Rosario; Claudio Casiccia y Andrés Hernández del Laboratorio de Ozono y RUV de la Universidad de Magallanes de Chile; la doctora Susana Bischoff, directora Adjunta del departamento de Ciencias de la Atmósfera y los Océanos de la Universidad de Buenos Aires (U.B.A.), y Fernando Stengel, presidente de la Fundación Cáncer de Piel de nuestro país. Durante la tarde se abordarán las políticas ambientales en torno del Protocolo de Montreal, Ozono-Programa OPROZ; efectos fotobiológicos de radiación UV sobre marea roja; diez años de la estación científica para medición de la atmósfera global; radiación solar UV y riesgo solar en Argentina; efectos de la RUV en los lagos patagónicos, UNEP Eviromental Effects of Ozone Depletion and its Interactions With Climate Change: 2002 Assessment; cambios climáticos en el tiempo geológico: el pasado es la llave del presente y Cambio climático: estimaciones de escenarios globales y regionales. Cambios observados en Argentina. 
Mañana viernes, dentro del tema general Cambio climático. Sensibilidad, respuesta y adaptación, se tratarán las variaciones climáticas en la Argentina; los efectos del cambio climático sobre los glaciares de la península Antártica y Patagonia Austral, y la sensibilidad y adaptación al cambio, nuevos factores de planeamiento. Estas exposiciones estarán a cargo del vicecomodoro Carlos Villanueva del Servicio Meteorológico Nacional de la Fuerza Aérea Argentina; Hernán Olivares de la Dirección de Aeronáutica Civil; Pedro Skvarca del Instituto Antártico Argentino, y Hernán Carlino, de la Secretaría de Ambiente y Desarrollo Sustentable de la Nación. 
Las actividades concluirán con una mesa redonda para elaborar la Declaración Patagónica sobre problemas asociados con la destrucción del ozono, el incremento de la radiación ultravioleta y el cambio climático en la Región.

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

L’Economiste

Plus d’efforts en faveur de l’environnement   · La Commission et le PNUE vont renforcer leur coopération

La Commission européenne et le Programme des Nations unies pour l’environnement (PNUE) renforcent leur coopération, afin de mieux lutter contre les menaces qui pèsent sur l’environnement mondial. L’accord prend la forme d’un protocole d’accord signé par Margot Wallström, membre de la Commission chargée de l’environnement, et Klaus Töpfer, directeur général du PNUE. Cette coopération soutiendra la concrétisation des engagements pris au Sommet sur le développement durable de 2002, dans les domaines, notamment, de la consommation et de la production durables, de la biodiversité, de l’eau et l’assainissement, des énergies renouvelables et des produits chimiques. Elle contribuera également à atteindre les objectifs de développement du millénaire des Nations unies en matière d’environnement, comme la viabilité écologique et l’éradication de la pauvreté et de la famine. 
Pourquoi un protocole d’accord? Selon le site d’Europa, c’est pour établir un cadre en vue d’une collaboration structurée et cohérente. Il prévoit des réunions régulières au niveau des hauts fonctionnaires et des experts, des discussions de stratégie politique et une coopération financière. Dans un premier temps, l’aide financière de la Commission sera axée sur le soutien d’activités de coopération permanentes, telles que celles qui visent à encourager les modes de production et de consommation durables. 
Parmi les domaines retenus pour une coopération immédiate figurent la production et la consommation durables, le renforcement des capacités dans les pays en développement et les pays en transition et la mise en œuvre des accords internationaux en matière d’environnement ainsi que la prise en compte des considérations écologiques dans leurs politiques commerciales. Enfin un point essentiel, celui de l’accès généralisé à l’eau potable et aux équipements d’assainissement et aux sources d’énergies renouvelables. 

Synthèse L’Economiste
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Reuters

Russian Ministries Move to Approve Kyoto Treaty
Thu Sep 23, 2004 07:23 PM ET 

By Oliver Bullough
MOSCOW (Reuters) - At least one Russian ministry has signed letters agreeing to Moscow's approval of the Kyoto Protocol, a spokesman said on Thursday in what could be a final step on the long road to bringing the global pact into force.

The Natural Resources Ministry has already signed all documents necessary to send the agreement to parliament for ratification and other ministries whose signature is required were working on it, ministry spokesman Rinat Gizatulin said.

"The request to us was sent by (Foreign Minister) Sergei Lavrov. Our position is that ratification of the Kyoto Protocol does not have negative consequences for Russia. We have signed the documents," he said.

The comments appeared to confirm reports by environmental groups on Wednesday that President Vladimir Putin, whose position on Kyoto has fluctuated since coming to power four years ago, had ordered key ministries to sign the pact.

But Lavrov, at U.N. headquarters in New York, appeared to signal a decision had not yet been made.

"In accordance with the decision of President Vladimir V. Putin, we are seriously considering the ratification of the Kyoto Protocol," he told the U.N. General Assembly.

The fate of the treaty, which aims to stabilize emissions of the gases which cause global warming, has depended on Russia since Washington pulled out in 2001.

Countries responsible for 55 percent of emissions must ratify before it comes into force.

Russian approval was long expected until Putin distanced himself from the pact a year ago.

Although he warmed to it in May, government documents obtained by Reuters last month showed several key ministers doubted its scientific basis and said it would bring few benefits to Russia.

The final decision on ratification officially rests with the State Duma, the lower house of parliament, but the chamber is packed with Kremlin loyalists and likely to follow Putin's lead.

A source in Russia's top weather monitoring organization, Rosgidromet, said director Alexander Bedritsky, one of the most experienced meteorologists in the country, had also signed the letter to the ministers.

"The letter was signed by Bedritsky and Lavrov, and sent out at Putin's request. It included draft materials necessary for the ratification of the protocol," the source said.

"This is the first step on the road to ratification. It is the start of a long and difficult process, and it is not clear when it will finish."

A spokeswoman for the Economy Ministry said it had received a large package of documents from the Foreign Ministry but Economy Minister German Gref had yet to sign it.

"We are currently considering it, but our position is unchanged and we still think Russia should move toward ratification," she said.

Other key ministries seen as likely to have to sign the letter, including the Energy and Industry Ministry that has previously opposed it, declined to comment on their position.

 _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

LA Times

Russia Prepares to Ratify Kyoto Protocol
President Vladimir V. Putin is likely to put the landmark global warming treaty to a vote in parliament.

By Kim Murphy
Times Staff Writer

2:50 PM PDT, September 23, 2004

MOSCOW — Key ministries of the Russian government began the process of ratifying the Kyoto Protocol today, signaling that President Vladimir V. Putin is preparing to put the landmark global warming treaty to a vote in parliament.

After weeks of behind-the-scenes meetings aimed at weighing costs and benefits — including Russia's possible admission this year into the World Trade Organization — Putin directed his Cabinet ministers to "sign as soon as possible" the draft ratification documents, the first step toward allowing Russia to join the 1997 accord.

The Ministry of Natural Resources approved the documents today, but the Economic Development and Trade Ministry called for more scrutiny of the pact's economic consequences, signaling a possible fight before ratification could occur. Still, environmental activists said they hoped the issue could be presented to the Russian parliament within the next several weeks.

Russia's participation is a crucial step toward implementation of the protocol, which requires participating industrialized countries to cut their emissions of greenhouse gases, blamed for what many scientists believe could be a precipitous change in global climate.

The protocol, which cannot take effect unless Russia signs, aims to reduce greenhouse gases to 5.2% below 1990 levels by 2012.

Analysts cautioned that Russia's ratification is not certain until the final package clears the parliament and is presented to Putin for his signature — a warning that reflects the deep divisions that persist within Russia over the benefits of implementing the treaty.

Russia has waffled for the past year over joining the Kyoto camp, weighing fears that its ceilings on carbon emissions could put a costly stranglehold on economic growth against promises of new foreign industrial investment and sales of unused emissions credits. 

One of Putin's top economic advisors, Alexei Illarionov, has repeatedly echoed the criticisms of U.S. officials who elected not to join the protocol, believing it would impose heavy economic costs while failing to provide promised ecological benefits.

Yet European trade partners have raised Kyoto ratification as an implied condition for WTO membership and for European concessions on Russia's lower-than-market domestic energy pricing. It's also a key factor in keeping Russian industry competitive and able to attract foreign investment for major industrial modernization projects.

Alexander Kosarikov, deputy chairman of the parliament's ecology committee, said the Russian Foreign Ministry had prepared documents for ratification and the process is now under way. "I would speak of this as a fait accompli with great caution, but my opinion, and I think it is shared by a number of deputies, is that the time to ratify the Kyoto Protocol has come," he said.

Sources familiar with the Kremlin's deliberations said Illarionov launched a major campaign to defeat Kyoto over the late summer, even persuading Prime Minister Mikhail Fradkov to come out against ratification.

Then, on Sept. 8, Putin aide Igor Shuvalov met with several experts and academicians, and it was decided to send Illarionov's anti-Kyoto report out to a number of experts and economists for reaction.

"Apparently, President Putin has been asking himself the question of whether Illarionov's arguments are tenable, sound and well-grounded," said Viktor Danilov-Danilyan, an economics professor with the Russian Academy of Sciences and a key backer of Kyoto ratification who was at the meeting.

"From what Shuvalov was doing and saying, I was able to conclude that there has been a change in the president's stance on the Kyoto Protocol ratification in the positive direction," he said.

Alexey Kokorin, the World Wildlife Fund's climate change program coordinator in Russia, said Shuvalov brought the issue back to Putin himself at his dacha at Novo-Ogorevo on Sept. 11. "As a result of that meeting, there was a precise instruction to start a physical ratification of the protocol," he said.

First Deputy Foreign Minister Valery Loschinin was ordered to prepare a package of ratification documents and forward them to the heads of key ministries, including natural resources, economic development and trade, industry and energy, finance, justice and the state hydrometeorology service.

The letters, translated copies of which were obtained by The Times, say that "according to the commitment the President of the Russian Federation gave at the meeting in Novo-Ogorevo on 11 September 2004, we deliver for your compliance the package of documents on ratification of Kyoto Protocol…

"Please, sign as soon as possible the attached drafts," the letter instructs.

That the letters would not sail through without controversy was clear today, when the Ministry of Industry and Energy told Itar-Tass it had sent a report to Putin suggesting that Russia shouldn't rush to ratify the protocol before evaluating its possible consequences.

"The current level of calculations is not sufficient enough to establish the efficiency of ratification of the Kyoto Protocol," the ministry said.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Putin wants to salvage Kyoto pact - lobbyists

September 23 2004 at 12:46PM

By Alister Doyle

Oslo - Russian President Vladimir Putin has told key ministries to sign the Kyoto Protocol on global warming in a step towards salvaging the United Nations plan, international environmentalists said on Wednesday.

The World Wildlife Fund's (WWF) conservation group said the 1997 pact, which is dependent on Russia's final approval if it is to come into force despite a United States pullout in 2001, could be ratified by the Russian parliament within the next few weeks.

Russian officials were not immediately available to comment.

'This is the most positive step we've had in a very long time'

"Putin has instructed key ministers to sign the Kyoto ratification documents," WWF said in a statement, saying he had met key advisers on Kyoto in the past week. Once ministers had signed, the documents could go to parliament for formal ratification.

But Russian ratification has often slipped before amid divisions among officials - Putin said in May that he would speed up the ratification process after months of indecision.

"I'll believe Russia has signed up to Kyoto once it's done but this is the most positive step we've had in a very long time," said Steve Sawyer, climate policy director at environmental group Greenpeace.

"This is a significant step towards Russian ratification," said Jennifer Morgan, director of the WWF's climate change programme.

Environmentalists have sometimes in the past gained access to unpublished Russian government documents on Kyoto.

Kyoto is a first step towards curbing emissions of gases like carbon dioxide, largely released from burning fossil fuels in power stations, cars, factories and homes.

UN scientists say carbon dioxide is building up in the atmosphere and trapping the sun's heat. The resulting global warming may lead to disastrous heatwaves, floods, hurricanes and raise global sea levels.

Documents obtained by Reuters in Moscow earlier this month showed that Prime Minister Mikhail Fradkov and some key ministries doubted Kyoto's scientific basis.

Kyoto hinges on Moscow to come into force because it needs to be ratified by countries representing 55 percent of carbon dioxide emissions by developed nations.

It has reached about 44 percent and cannot reach the threshold without Russia's 17 percent after the United States, the biggest polluter with 36 percent, pulled out.

US President George Bush said that Kyoto was too costly and unfairly excluded developing nations from goals for a first period, until 2012.

Backers of Kyoto, including European Union states, have said they will go ahead and cut carbon dioxide emissions whatever Russia decides.

But Energy Commissioner Loyola de Palacio told EU lawmakers on Tuesday that the EU should reconsider its plans for emissions trading if Russia fails to ratify by December.

In January 2005, the EU will launch a scheme allowing industrial companies to buy or sell rights to pollute to meet the bloc's commitment under Kyoto.

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

BBC

Tension grows over Haiti relief 

Relief agencies in Haiti are struggling to distribute aid in the city of Gonaives after tropical storm Jeanne caused floods and landslides there. 
Crowds of hungry and thirsty people who may not have had food for days have been gathering around relief centres, hampering the handing out of supplies. 

The authorities have continued to bury victims of the floods in mass graves. 

At least 1,000 people are dead and with hundreds more missing, officials warn the final toll could be twice as high. 

At one warehouse, there were angry scenes as several hundred people surged against the gates of the building desperate to get inside, reports the BBC's Dan Griffiths in Gonaives, Haiti's third largest city. 

	
	It's a critical situation in terms of epidemics, because of the bodies still in the streets 
Francoise Gruloos, UN Children's Fund 



United Nations peacekeepers who have been deployed to assist the interim government are playing a crucial role in making sure rising tensions do not turn into outright violence, our correspondent says. 

On the streets, floodwaters are gradually receding but many homes have been ripped apart, forcing the owners to live on the streets or on the rooftops of houses that are still intact. 

The roads are covered in a thick coat of mud and there is a stench of raw sewage in the air. 

Survivors have to drink and cook with water from ditches containing rotting bodies and sewage. 

"It's a critical situation in terms of epidemics, because of the bodies still in the streets, because people are drinking dirty water and scores are getting injuries from debris - huge cuts that are getting infected," Francoise Gruloos, Haiti director for the UN Children's Fund was quoted as saying by the Associated Press news agency. 

Mass burial 
Corpses have been dumped in a pit near Gonaives in an attempt to prevent the spread of disease, while unclaimed bodies continue to litter the city. 

Dr Carl Murat Cantave, a government official, said truckloads of bodies had been delivered for burial at the Bois Marchand cemetery near Gonaives, Reuters news agency reported. 

Bystanders reportedly shrieked and held their noses against the stench as the corpses were dumped into a four-metre (14ft) deep hole. 

Only a couple of dozen bodies have been identified and more than 1,000 people are still missing. 

"We're demanding they come and take the bodies from our fields," local resident Jean Lebrun told AP. "Dogs are eating them." 

Deforestation 
The confirmed death toll has reached 1,013 in Gonaives, with about 1,200 more missing. 

The UN World Food Programme (WFP) estimates 175,000 people are without food, water and electricity. 

	
	HAITI FACTS 

Poorest country in Western Hemisphere 

80% live below absolute poverty threshold 

Malnutrition widespread 

Severe or moderate stunting affects 47% of under fives 

*Data from UN World Food Programme 




UN helicopters have already taken emergency supplies to Gonaives. 

Appealing for international support, UN Secretary General Kofi Annan said he was "deeply saddened by the heavy loss of life and destruction". 

UN peacekeeping troops - sent to restore order after President Jean-Bertrand Aristide was overthrown in February - are working with aid agencies to help the victims. 

Mr Aristide, in exile in South Africa, sent his "condolences and courage to an entire nation that has seen much pain and suffering". 

Haiti is chronically vulnerable to flooding and mudslides because of widespread deforestation. 

"When you remove vegetation, the topsoil washes away," an aid worker told AP. 

In the neighbouring Dominican Republic - which has retained much of its forest cover - the death toll from Jeanne was 19. 

	NORTHERN HAITI UNDER WATER 

  Gonaives, the worst-affected city, is still largely under water. 

  In Port-de-Paix and Northwest province, at least 70 are reported dead. The city is described as under a dense crust of mud. 

  Bodies swept out to sea have washed up on La Tortue island, though aid agencies say the island itself was not hit as badly as at first thought. 



_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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BBC

The deafening sound of the seas 

	


The world's oceans are now so saturated with noise that whales and other marine mammals are dying, biologists say. 
The UK's Whale and Dolphin Conservation Society is launching a campaign, Oceans of Noise, to tackle what it says is the increasing problem of noise pollution. 

It says key sources of undersea noise are the search for oil and gas, and the use of low-frequency military sonars. 

The WDCS is proposing an action plan to regulate submarine noise pollution, and says a worldwide treaty may be needed. 

Long-distance effects 
It says there is evidence that noise is causing hearing loss in cetaceans (whales, dolphins and porpoises), injuring them and causing them to strand themselves, and is sometimes killing them. 

It also believes excessive noise is seriously interfering with cetaceans' ability to communicate with each other. 

The WDCS says the frequency ranges of some noise sources of human origin may be blotting out other, biologically important sounds, preventing mothers and calves from staying in touch and masking sound cues for predators and their prey. 

It says: "Flight, avoidance or other changes in behaviour have been observed in cetaceans from tens to hundreds of kilometres from the noise sources. 

"It has even been suggested that the abilities of the great whales to communicate with each other across entire ocean basins has now been reduced by orders of magnitude." 

The International Whaling Commission said in July there was "compelling evidence" that entire populations of marine mammals were at potential risk from increasingly intense man-made underwater noise. 

Its scientific committee said low-frequency ambient marine noise levels had increased in the northern hemisphere by two orders of magnitude over the last 60 years. 

The WDCS says one problem is the expansion of oil and gas exploration into the deep seas and the resulting growth in seismic testing to find fossil fuel deposits. 

Out of sight 
Shipping is another cause of concern. The society says: "Large vessels are typically loud vessels and the increase in traffic has actually fundamentally changed the noise profile of the world's oceans." 

And the use of powerful sonar systems by some of the world's navies, it says, is raising noise levels still further. 

The WDCS action plan includes a proposal for an international treaty to regulate marine noise pollution, and for an independent body to undertake research. 

Mark Simmonds of the WDCS told BBC News Online: "It's a problem that doesn't have much noticeable effect on us, unlike chemical pollution, and we can't see it either. 

"And that means it's hard for us to realise the problem exists, let alone its extent." 

Bowhead image courtesy and copyright of the US National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. 
Story from BBC NEWS:

________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

China Puts Flood Toll at 1,029 as Wet Season Ends


BEIJING - Floods in China killed more than 1,000 people this year, destroyed 650,000 village homes and caused 64.7 billion yuan ($7.82 billion) in direct economic losses, the official Xinhua News agency said. 

China's flood season starts around June and ends in September. Widespread floods in 2002 killed more than 1,500 people. 

This year's floods killed 1,029 people and affected about 114.7 million people, Xinhua said. 

China put the Three Gorges Dam, the world's largest hydro-electric project, on alert earlier this month as floods upstream on the Yangtze River in Sichuan province and in the huge Chongqing municipality killed more than 100 people. 

The dam was built to stop centuries of flooding on the world's third-longest river, which did not overflow as much as in previous years, state media said. 

John Sparrow, a spokesman for the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies in Beijing, said this year's disasters still showed prevention measures in China needed to be rethought. 

Large investment in flood-control defenses could help to control big rivers, but remote areas remained vulnerable to climate change and enormous rainfalls, he said. 

Story Date: 24/9/2004 

Bottom of Form
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Reuters

Antarctic Glaciers Melting Faster - Study
WASHINGTON - Glaciers once held up by a floating ice shelf off Antarctica are now sliding off into the sea - and they are going fast, scientists said. 

Two separate studies from climate researchers and the space agency NASA show the glaciers are flowing into Antarctica's Weddell Sea, freed by the 2002 breakup of the Larsen B ice shelf. 

Writing in the journal Geophysical Research Letters, the researchers said their satellite measurements suggest climate warming can lead to rapid sea level rise. 

The teams at NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Pasadena, California, the National Snow and Ice Data Center at the University of Colorado in Boulder, and NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center in Greenbelt, Maryland, said the findings also prove that ice shelves hold back glaciers. 

Many teams of researchers are keeping a close eye on parts of Antarctica that are steadily melting. 

Large ice shelves in the Antarctic Peninsula disintegrated in 1995 and 2002 as a result of climate warming. But these floating ice shelves did not affect sea level as they melted. 

Glaciers, however, are another story. They rest on land and when they slide off into the water they instantly affect sea level. 

It was not clear how the loss of the Larsen B ice shelf would affect nearby glaciers. 

But soon after its collapse, researchers saw nearby glaciers flowing up to eight times faster than before. 

"If anyone was waiting to find out whether Antarctica would respond quickly to climate warming, I think the answer is yes," said Theodore Scambos, a University of Colorado glacier expert who worked on one study. 

"We've seen 150 miles of coastline change drastically in just 15 years." 

The affected area is at the far northern tip of the Antarctic, just south of Chile and Argentina. Temperatures there have risen by up to 4.5 degrees Fahrenheit (2.5 degrees C) in the past 60 years - faster than almost any region in the world. 

In the past 30 years, ice shelves in the region have lost more than 5,200 square miles of area. 

"The Larsen area can be looked at as a miniature experiment, showing how warming can dramatically change the ice sheets, and how fast it can happen," Scambos said in a statement. "At every step in the process, things have occurred more rapidly than we expected." 

But not all the melting in the Antarctic can be seen as a "miniature experiment." 

The Ross ice shelf, for example, is the main outlet for the West Antarctic Ice Sheet, with several large glaciers that could, if they melted completely, raise sea levels by 16 feet. 

"While the consequences of this area are small compared to other parts of the Antarctic, it is a harbinger of what will happen when the large ice sheets begin to warm," Scambos said. "The much larger ice shelves in other parts of Antarctica could have much greater effects on the rate of sea level rise." 

Story by Maggie Fox, Health and Science Correspondent 

Story Date: 24/9/2004
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UNEP in the news

Nairobi Dam to Be Cleaned Up

The Nation (Nairobi): The Nairobi Dam is to be cleaned up and restored to a public park. Years of neglect have left the former favorite recreation centre polluted and choking under the hyacinth weed. Families may soon begin enjoying sailing excursions, thanks to a new effort by a group calling itself Friends of Nairobi Dam. Chaired by Nation Media Group chief executive officer Wilfred Kiboro, the nine-member committee will raise funds for its rehabilitation. "Thirty years ago, we all came here with families and enjoyed delightful moments, but now part of it has become somebody's shamba," he said, during the launch of the project, in Nairobi, yesterday. Other members are Mr. Noorshad Merrali, Dr Joseph Oluoch, Prof Mutuku Mutinga, Mr. Renson Mbwagwa, Dr Reuben Mutiso, Mr. E. M. Kamau and Mr. Harban Singh. The effort is funded by UNEP in conjunction with Habitat, UNDP, World Health Organization and Unicef. Effective Micro-organism (EM), a 20-year-old Japanese technology, is being used to remove the hyacinth, which has choked up the 31-acre dam.  The launch was attended by Cabinet ministers Kalonzo Musyoka and Raila Odinga, the initiative's patron. Mr. Musyoka said: "Environment is life and if we don't take care of it, we are doomed." Mr. Odinga said the country was endowed with a good environment, which had been neglected for too long. http://allafrica.com/stories/200409230037.html
General Environment News

Mt Elgon Will Not Erupt, Experts Say

The Monitor (Kampala): Mount Elgon will not erupt, experts have said. According to a report released on Wednesday, "the local people and the Uganda government officials did not report any changes or indicators of an eruption." It states that temperatures in the Kapsoi cave, on the Kenyan side of Mt Elgon, have reduced and the Kenyan government has no plans of evacuating people. The team, led by the vice chairman of the Uganda Seismic Safety Association, Dr Ezra Twesigomwe, a geophysicist, at the department of Physics, Makerere University, released their findings at the Prime Minister's office. The team was sent by the Department of Disaster Preparedness to asses the situation on the mountain which area residents thought was about to erupt. Further monitoring of earthquakes would be undertaken to detect any gas or magma movements. http://allafrica.com/stories/200409220855.html
Namibia Urged to Protect Ozone Layer

New Era (Windhoek): NAMIBIA and other de-veloping countries also need to participate in the inter-national effort to save the ozone layer. Deputy Minister of Trade and Industry Bernard Esau said a joint effort by all govern-ments, regardless of whether they are industrialized, is needed to address the depletion of the ozone layer. Esau was speaking at the World Ozone Day last Thurs-day at Eenhana in the Ohangwena Region. He said his ministry, through the National Ozone Office has developed various programmes and activities to hep ensure the implementation of the 1987 Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the ozone layer. The National Ozone Office oversees and coordinates activities that will ensure the full implementation of the Montreal Protocol. Esau said the Trade and Industry ministry has trained refrigeration and air conditioning technicians in re-covering and recycling harsh chemicals such as CFCs. Custom officers were also trained in controlling and identifying ozone depleting substances and equipments, which are imported. Esau appealed to the local industries to refrain from acquiring or importing hazardous chemicals and equipment in order to ensure the full recovery of the ozone layer by the year 2050 as expected. http://allafrica.com/stories/200409230796.html
Seventeen Percent of Botswana's Land Degraded

Mmegi/The Reporter (Gaborone): Assistant Minister of Finance, Slumber Tsogwane has revealed that 17 percent of Botswana's rangeland is considered degraded. Tsogwane was speaking at the official opening of a seminar on Developing Sustainable Approaches to Rangeland Management under the Indigenous Vegetation Project in Gaborone on Wednesday. The aim of the seminar, which ended yesterday was to promote the optimal strategy in Indigenous Vegetation Project's (IVP) approach to piloting communal property management regimes in Botswana through imparting state-of-the-art knowledge and encouraging debate on different approaches to rangeland management in communal rangelands, said National Indigenous Vegetation Project leader at the Ministry of Agriculture, Dr Michael Taylor. The indigenous vegetation project operates in three pilot sites, namely Boteti sub-district, Kweneng North and Kgalagadi South. According to Tsogwane, project officials on these sites are working together with local communities to develop management systems for the rangeland resources on which their livelihoods depend. http://allafrica.com/stories/200409220769.html
Appel à la protection de tortues marines du Parc des Mangroves                                         

Kinshasa, RD Congo (PANA) -  Une opération d'identification et de marquage des tortues au Parc marin des mangroves (PMM), sur la côte atlantique, dans la province du Bas-Congo, vient d'être lancée pour la protection de cette espèce menacée d'extinction, indique un document de cette aire protégée remis mercredi à la PANA. Espèce à valeur économique, la tortue marine attire les braconniers, souligne la source qui note que cette faune à carapace osseuse peut facilement coûter 50 dollars, tandis que la tortue Luth (dermochelys Coridcea) peut être vendue à 70 dollars. Le Parc marin des mangroves, zone humide, est confronté à d'énormes difficultés liées à son fonctionnement. Depuis sa création, il est dépourvu d'équipements adéquats devant permettre de faire l'inventaire de la faune et de la flore de cette réserve. Selon le document, sur le plan international, la mise en valeur du parc constituerait la base de la participation de la R.D.C. au plan d'action pour la protection du milieu marin et des zones côtières de la région de l'Afrique de l'ouest et du centre. Ce plan, relève-t-on, porte entre autres sur la lutte contre l'érosion, la formation du personnel en matière de zones humides du milieu marin et côtier, ainsi que l'inventaire des principales sources émettrices des polluants industriels et domestiques. Le Parc marin des mangroves a été créé en 1992 suite aux études menées par les experts de l'UNESCO et du gouvernement congolais. Il s'étend sur une superficie de 66.000 ha et une bande côtière de 40 km, zone de ponte de tortues allant de Banana jusqu'à la frontière avec l'Enclave de Cabinda (Angola).

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=fre059679&dte=22/09/2004
State to Invest in Solar

The Herald (Harare): GOVERNMENT will make substantial investments in the use of solar energy in order to sustain forests and preserve human health, the Secretary for Environment and Tourism, Mrs. Margaret Sangarwe, has said. The heavy use of firewood has been blamed for air pollution as well as other heating fuels like coal, gas and paraffin. Mrs. Sangarwe said there has been massive land degradation due to deforestation in most rural and newly resettled areas where the communities rely heavily on firewood as a source of energy for cook and lighting. She said as a result of massive deforestation, rivers and dams were fast silting up, thereby worsening the plight of newly resettled farmers and communities living in rural areas. Mrs. Sangarwe said solar energy provided an alternative energy source for household and commercial heating uses. "The use of solar systems in heating and lighting can go a long way in preserving our natural resources and human health, but the technology is expensive as some of the solar components are imported from other countries. "Government is looking at ways of enabling people to buy the necessary components," said Mrs. Sangarwe. Some households, hospitals, hotels and crocodile breeding ponds in Zimbabwe use solar water heating systems. http://allafrica.com/stories/200409220437.html
NEMA Stops Lodge Project

The East African Standard (Nairobi): The National Environmental Management Authority (Nema) has stopped construction of a 120-bed lodge within the Samburu National Reserve. The authority stopped the work citing failure of the company to carry out an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). The action was prompted by Kenya Tourist Federation (KTF), Eco Tourism Society of Kenya (ESOK) and other conservation groups, who had petitioned Nema on the matter. KTF through its chairman Major (rtd) Bill Kamunge had demanded that the investors adhere to the 1999 Environment Management Act. The Act requires that a project report (which Sopa had produced), be followed by an EIA and that both be presented to Nema. In its memorandum to Nema, ESOK had referred to an earlier general management plan for the reserve that had been done by AWF and endorsed by the Samburu County Council and other key stakeholders. The report says that the reserve is overdone in terms of tourism facilities and raises fear over current visitor numbers. The society dismissed the project report as "casual and vague" on the potential impact of the proposed development. http://allafrica.com/stories/200409230364.html
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* * * * 

General Assembly

23 September – The primacy of the United Nations in dealing with global issues – whether economic and social development or international peace and security – continued to be the key theme as the General Assembly moved into the third day of its annual high-level debate.

In an address to the Assembly’s morning session, President Abdoulaye Wade of Senegal said there was much work to be done in combating poverty, particularly in the least developed countries. In spite of relative improvement in Africa since 1995, it would not be possible to achieve the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), given the progress to date. Africa was compromised by subsidies – which also increased unemployment – and marginalized in world trade. African debt was a thorny issue, and his nation would hold a summit next year on how to end the debt of Africa. He stressed that it was the will of the continent to fight against unemployment, which was a major focus for Senegal in the development area.

Mr. Wade also said he was pleased to see the progress made so far to finance the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) initiative, although it was insufficient. He proposed a conference to close the agricultural divide. He also proposed digital solidarity among peoples, and the establishment of a digital fund to overcome the digital divide. Giving Africa the means to progress in information technology would help the continent resolve the digital divide issue.

Tassos Papadopoulos, President of Cyprus, noted that this was the last General Assembly session before the review of the MDGs, and there must, therefore, be an evaluation of the ambitious targets set to determine a hierarchy of priorities, identify and pursue specific targets and objectives and assess progress. More specifically, making development an issue of global concern would measure the ability of the UN to induce significant changes and advances where they were most needed.

He said Cyprus attached particular importance to the revitalization of the Assembly and reform of the Security Council, especially the latter, whose structure should reflect contemporary political realities and a more balanced geographical representation. Consolidating effective multilateralism in a flexible and versatile UN was the best way to address the complete spectrum of global crises and ensure that preventive mechanisms were in place to avert each one. “Such consolidation also applies to security deficits and particularly terrorism, the underlying causes of which, we have been unable to eliminate despite our concerted efforts,” he stressed.

Botswana’s President, Festus Mogae, noted that the resources provided to fight the HIV/AIDS epidemic remained inadequate, even though the international community agreed that the disease was one of the greatest challenges of our time. He urged that combating that scourge “must remain high on our priorities for action because the epidemic had a debilitating impact on everything that we do to improve the human condition.”

Mr. Mogae also argued that the problems of Africa were global problems.  ”We cannot isolate ourselves nor be isolated from the rest of the world and be expected to single-handedly find solutions to (African) conflicts. We need consistent and continued international support,” he stressed. The international community must take urgent measures to arrest the deteriorating security and humanitarian situation in the Darfur region of the Sudan, while the Government of the Sudan should be receptive to the proposals contained in the Secretary-General’s report and also take due cognizance of the Security Council’s recent resolution, particularly with regard to the speedy delivery by the international community of much needed humanitarian assistance.

President Olusegun Obasanjo of Nigeria, speaking also in his capacity as Chairman of the African Union, said that the problem of unremitting conflicts in various regions of the world, and the ever-increasing difficult task of seeking solutions to them, seriously challenged the world body. Improvements were still necessary, however, to enable the UN to address the social and economic challenges that inevitably confronted countries emerging from conflict, as those issues underpinned the causes of the conflicts in the first place. He also appealed for the continued enhancement of the capacity of regional organizations to undertake crisis resolution initiatives in their respective regions.

Mr. Obasanjo said that, while the UN was justifiably seized with the issue of weapons of mass destruction (WMDs), the question of small arms and light weapons could no longer be ignored. The latter were killing people daily at a rate cumulatively amounting to “monumental destruction”. Nigeria and the AU welcomed the start of negotiations for an internationally legally binding instrument to enable States to identify and trace illicit small arms and light weapons globally. Of particular interest to Africa was the enormous potential that such an instrument could have on peace and security in his region.

Manmohan Singh, Prime Minister of India, said that virtually every major issue faced by States today had both a domestic as well as a transnational dimension. “It is becoming increasingly apparent that unless we fashion a global response based on consensus to these challenges, we [will] not succeed in creating a world that manifests the ideals of the United Nations,” he said.

The UN and its agencies, he said, were the only instruments available for responding effectively to challenges facing the world. What was missing, however, was sustained commitment to democratize the functioning of the Organization. “It is common knowledge that the UN is often unable to exert an effective influence on global economic and political issues of critical importance,” he said, due to its “democracy deficit,” which prevented effective multilateralism. Reforms and restructuring of the Organization could provide a crucial link in an expanding chain of efforts to refashion international structures, imbuing them with a greater degree of participatory decision-making, representative of contemporary realities.

German Foreign Minister Joschka Fischer said that against the backdrop of the current international situation, the question arose whether the United Nations was still suited to its mandate and whether its work enjoyed the international acceptance it needed. There was no alternative to a world acting multilaterally, and to make multilateral cooperation sustainable, a courageous and comprehensive reform of the UN was needed. Among the questions that needed to be addressed were the issues of more effective prevention and peacebuilding; peacekeeping reform; the understanding of the right of self-defence; and the definition of terrorism.

Silvan Shalom, Foreign Minister of Israel, called on the UN to refocus its priorities, saying the Assembly should “end its obsession with Israel” and ensure that the Organization’s resources were allocated more equally and effectively. The UN also needed to provide solutions to the challenges of hunger and poverty, disease and weapons proliferation, among others. He called on the Assembly to address the involvement of Iran and Syria in terrorism, and Syria’s continued occupation of Lebanon.

The Deputy Prime Minister of Swaziland, Albert Shabangu, said Africa had placed its trust in NEPAD to be a vehicle for the shift away from underdevelopment and conflict of the past by addressing the fundamental root causes of the continent’s problems. The continent’s united effort was also addressing the conflicts that continue to threaten peace, stability and security on the African continent. “We realize that, without these elements, our development goals will continue to elude us, especially because, apart from resources that are wasted on arms, our people can only be productive and be able to trade amongst themselves and with the rest of the world under conditions of peace, security and stability,” he said.

Greece’s Foreign Minister, Petros Molyviatis, noted that, from the tragedy of 11 September 2001 to the Madrid bombings to the unspeakable brutality witnessed in Beslan, a dark parade of blind violence had caused immense human suffering and increased the international community’s responsibility, and its will, to fight terrorism. Furthermore, the world faced additional challenges in the guise of the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, human trafficking, organized crime, failing States, environmental catastrophe, social- and economic crises, pandemics, large-scale humanitarian disaster, hunger and poverty, which must be faced with solidarity, regardless of geography, culture or religion.

Foreign Minister Franco Frattini of Italy highlighted the need to strengthen the multilateral system and reinvigorate the role of the UN as one of the main international priorities. Effective multilateralism depended much more on political will and shared goals than on structures and procedures. The entire international community must be involved, starting with the States that commanded greater resources and capabilities. Multilateral decisions could be difficult, but that was no excuse for inaction. The starting point for the reform of the Organization was a review of its policies.

French Foreign Minister Michel Barnier said that, more than ever, the UN remained the one irreplaceable, legitimate framework for collective action against the challenges confronting the world. On all fronts, the UN was acting, acting for conflict resolution and prevention, for refugee assistance and for counterterrorism. Yet, at the same time that it waged a merciless fight against terrorism, the international community must also redress that scourge’s roots; it must give the world’s excluded people hope, restore their dignity and establish dialogue and cooperation among civilizations, cultures and religions.

Foreign Minister Morshed Khan of Bangladesh said the MDGs provided the best hope for the world’s poor. The success of those Goals would, however, largely depend on the existence of an enabling international economic environment, particularly in the areas of trade, finance, ODA and technology transfer. Extreme poverty was a gross denial of human rights, and the rise in senseless terrorism was a warning that failure in development was not an option, and that poverty could breed extremism. To effectively rid the world of the tragic consequences of poverty, its root causes needed to be addressed.

* * *

General Assembly

22 September – Addressing the General Assembly’s high-level debate this afternoon, leaders from countries ravaged by conflict – both ongoing and resolved – urged broad support for enhanced United Nations peacekeeping, particularly in the troubled Great Lakes region of Africa.

President Joseph Kabila of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) said his country was in a period of political transition leading up to the holding of democratic elections which would allow the Congolese people to freely choose their Government. Much had been achieved already, but the authorities still had to extend their control over the entire territory and create conditions conducive to elections.

He advocated expanding both the quality and quantity of troops serving with the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC). The Congolese people were also awaiting the UN report on the recent massacre of Congolese refugees at Gatumba camp in Burundi. For its part, the DRC was committed to establishing peace and democracy for its people, who had for too long been denied this legitimate right.

Domitien Ndayizeze, President of Burundi, said his country had made considerable progress in translating the pledges made in the 2000 Arusha peace accords into action. Calm had been restored to most of the country and inclusive institutions were being established. But as Burundi walked the road to democracy, he said, the rebel PALIPEHUTU-FNL was refusing to negotiate, and had been designated as a terrorist organization at a regional summit meeting after claiming responsibility for the massacre of refugees in Gatumba. He called on the UN to deal with the group accordingly.

Looking to the wider regional picture, he stressed that stability in Burundi is tied to the situations in the DRC, Rwanda and Tanzania. Given this reality, a conference on security in the Great Lakes region would be held in November in Dar-es-Salaam. “There is no doubt this conference will have a positive impact on all countries concerned,” he said.

The Foreign Minister of the Republic of the Congo, Rodolphe Adada, called attention to the problems in the region, including violence in the DRC’s Ituri and Bukavu areas and the massacre at the Gatumba camp in Burundi. He called on the international community to support the DRC peace process and to strengthen MONUC.

Charles Gyude Bryant, Chairman of the National Transitional Government of Liberia, pointed to positive developments in his country’s peace process. “At the beginning of the UN Mission (UNMIL) in October 2003, we estimated that some 38,000 combatants would have submitted themselves to the disarmament and demobilization program. Today, 73,600 fighters have been disarmed. Over 22,000 pieces of serviceable weapons of all kinds have been surrendered and decommissioned; and more then 5 million rounds of ammunitions collected and destroyed by UNMIL.”

While describing the success of efforts to demobilize the country’s former combatants, he warned that the country must be able to absorb them in a civilian economy. “Our recent history teaches us, that when ex-combatants are not meaningfully rehabilitated and reintegrated; when many in our society are not stakeholders and are excluded, we run the risk that they will return to violent crime and conflict,” he said. “We are extremely worried about this prospect.” He appealed for international financial support and the lifting of diamond and timber bans now in place against Liberia.

The interim President of Haiti, Boniface Alexandre, said his country, which this year had marked two centuries of independence, had come to the UN for help following the turmoil which erupted in February. Seven months later, he said, he could testify that the Haitian people held high hopes for the restoration of democracy. Just days ago, on 18 September, an agreement was struck between the authorities and the formerly armed factions which could spare the country from a “bloodbath and a useless fratricidal fight.”

Mr. Alexandre voiced appreciation for the UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH), and invited it to work more closely with the country’s authorities to achieve disarmament. He also appealed to the leaders attending the Assembly session to extend their support to Haiti in order for it to be able to achieve lasting peace and development. As Haitians embark on a new beginning, he said, “it is only natural that we turn to the UN.” Haiti sought the understanding of its partners as it endeavoured to break out of the cycle of violence and isolation that it had languished in for too long.

Prime Minister Ivo Sanader of Croatia said his country gained extensive experience in post-conflict management after the war “that was imposed upon us in the nineties,” especially in the field of refugee return, confidence building, adjudicating war crimes, economic reconstruction and the reintegration of war-torn areas with the rest of the country. “We stand ready to contribute our knowledge and share it with those in need,” he said.

He stressed the need for effective regional action as well as the importance of global multilateralism. “In today’s world, regional organizations have an increasingly important role to play, in accord with the major multilateral institutions, primarily the United Nations,” he said, noting that Croatian peacekeepers are now participating in seven UN peacekeeping missions. “We are determined to further intensify our participation in UN peacekeeping missions,” he pledged.

The President of Guatemala, Oscar Berger Perdomo, described how his country was working to cut back on its armed forces and to professionalize them. “This programme is consistent with the function the armed forces are to perform in times of peace,” he said. “It has included, at the international level, greater participation by the Guatemalan army in United Nations peace operations.”

He also stressed the importance of fighting crime, juvenile gangs and organized crime, as well as drug trafficking, terrorism, smuggling, money laundering, human trafficking and the illegal gun trade, “all of which are a huge challenge that cannot be met without the support of the international community.” In addition, he paid tribute to the UN Verification Mission in Guatemala (MINUGUA), which, after 10 years of “fruitful” work, is coming to the end of its mandate. “MINUGUA has left behind a significant legacy in our country,” he said.

Romania’s President, Ion Iliescu, stressed the importance of the “Global Compact” launched by the Secretary-General in an effort to promote better business practices. “This initiative proves to be a valuable try at synchronizing the actions of the private sector, in general, and of the influential transnational companies, in particular, as well as a commitment of these companies to the process of achieving important goals of the world organization, such as the standards of work, human rights, fight against corruption, protection of the environment,” he said.

Mr. Iliescu also called for enhanced interaction between the UN system and international financial institutions like the World Bank as part of the effort to make globalization fairer and reduce the gap between rich and poor countries. He also called for bridging the digital divide separating them. “Another priority of our actions towards a ‘harnessed’ globalization must be represented by the efforts of enhancing the coordination of strategies set up by the agencies and the specialized institutions of the UN system in the process of diffusion of the information technology, for a better price,” he said.

The President of Nicaragua, Enrique Bolaños Geyer, hailed the proposal by the United States concerning the establishment of a Fund for Democracy and voiced hope that it would attract contributions. He also pointed out that corruption is the enemy of democracy and outline ways that Nicaragua, both nationally and internationally, is seeking to halt the practice.

On the issue of terrorism, he joined others in voicing sympathy for all those who had suffered the effects of recent atrocities. “The best way to deter terrorism is to remain faithful to our values of freedom, dignity and justice,” he declared.

President Elías Antonio Saca González of El Salvador said internal and international conflicts, terrorism and organized transnational crime, the persistence of extreme poverty, environmental deterioration, and the unresolved problems of development were global issues that required a harmonizing centre. That centre would guide the international community in finding common solutions through consensus and in establishing an international order that responded to the needs and aspirations of humanity. The central integrator for all that must be the United Nations.

He stressed his country’s support for the global fight to reduce poverty and hunger. The eradication of poverty, however, required the assistance of the international community and the United Nations system. He also noted that in a globalized and increasingly interdependent world, economic phenomena affected all. The present situation, nevertheless, had some negative effects on poor countries. The United Nations should be used as the forum to explore ways to help those poorer countries. Since institutions must evolve according to the changes of the day, reform of the Organization was necessary at the highest levels – particularly the Security Council, he stressed.

Bolivia’s President, Carlos D. Mesa Gisbert, said the fight against terrorism must be waged in tandem with other struggles, including the battle against drug trafficking. For its part, Bolivia was working to eradicate the harvest of coca and curb its consumption. Efforts were also underway to encourage coca farmers to switch to alternative crops.

While Bolivia had experienced a social upheaval which threatened its democratic system, the country had resolved its problems peacefully through a political transition. Other measures were being taken – following the will of the people as expressed in a recent referendum – to better use the country’s vast natural resources, including its reserves of natural gas. He voiced appreciation for the role played by the UN in helping the country to weather the crisis and deal with its fiscal debt.

Kessai Note, President of the Marshall Islands, drew attention to the special problems of small, island developing States (SIDS), from climate change and sea-level rise to renewable energy problems and lack of trade access. He noted that next January, the international community is slated to convene a meeting in Mauritius to conduct the 10-year review of the adoption of the Barbados Program of Action for the Sustainable Development of SIDS. “It is our fervent hope that the meeting will produce practical outcomes that will assist SIDS in implementing the Program of Action to benefit people at the local level,” he said.

Mr. Note also addressed another issue of particular concern to the Marshall Islands: nuclear testing. Between 1946 and 1958, the United States conducted a series of nuclear tests in the Marshall Islands, including the detonation of 23 atomic and hydrogen bombs. Fifty years ago this March, the US conducted the Bravo test at Bikini Atoll – a blast that was 1,000 times more powerful than Hiroshima whose fallout spread radioactive debris across the neighbouring islands. “Today, many of our people continue to suffer from long-term health effects, while others remain displaced from their homes because of ongoing contamination,” he said, urging Washington to address the issue of compensation. He also called for a renewed focus on global nuclear disarmament.

Arnold Rüütel, President of Estonia, focused much of his remarks on the problem of the digital divide. “Though many of us cannot imagine life without Internet, four fifths of world population has never had any contact with Internet,” he pointed out, noting that more than a half of Internet users live in Europe or in North America, which together make up only 17 per cent of world population, while in Africa only 1.4 per cent of the population uses Internet. “The digital divide is a reflection of technological and social-economic backwardness,” he charged.

Estonia has achieved a remarkable level of progress in this area in a relatively short period of time, he said. “Several information society services are now accessible also for those citizens of Estonia who have limited financial resources,” he said. Drawing lessons for others, he said, “I believe that as a former transition country Estonia has experience, which could be very useful for developing countries in developing information and communication technology.”

Martín Torrijos, President of Panama, said that in Latin America, the risk of coups had diminished considerably. And it wasn’t armies that posed the danger, but rather poverty. In order to deal with this problem, measures must be taken to improve living conditions. Immediate problems, he said, require similarly immediate solutions.

Latin America, he said, requires a new economic agenda focused on tackling problems comprehensively. The agenda must require transparency in government and strict public accountability. Tackling poverty would require a great deal of resources from within poor countries, and the effort would benefit from help from developed countries and international financial institutions, he said.

President Valdas Adamkus of Lithuania underscored the critical link between economic prosperity and stability. “Without peace there is no development. Without development there is no peace,” he said. “This recognized linkage of security and development should be better reflected on our global agenda. Only by confronting these issues in a coherent and coordinated manner shall we be able to build our common future.”

He joined others in calling for UN reform, specifically advocating an expansion of the Security Council to make it more representative. “It is my hope and wish that by the end of this session we shall arrive at marking the 60th anniversary of the United Nations with a conviction and satisfaction that we have done everything in our power to build a better organization, capable of responding to both, old and new, hard and soft threats and challenges in an effective and comprehensive way.”

Pedro Miguel de Santana Lopes, Prime Minister of Portugal, said the usefulness of the United Nations would ultimately be judged by its capacity for conflict prevention and management. “The proliferation of crisis situations has led to the deployment of 60,000 ‘blue helmets’ in peacekeeping operations, and this number tends to increase!” he said.

He also advocated strengthening the UN’s work in the field of conflict prevention. Portugal had proposed the creation of a commission to promote peace and development, under the mandate of, and in collaboration with, the Security Council and the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC). “Its objectives would be to monitor closely countries in crisis, or at risk, and ensuring the cooperation of regional and international institutions,” he said, urging those present to support the initiative.

Marc Forné Molné, Prime Minister of Andorra, said terrorism must not be allowed to undermine the rule of law, “since this would mean undoing the fabric of civilized behaviour that serves as a safety net within modem culture.” He stressed the need for a unified approach to the scourge, recognizing “that our common vulnerability goes hand in hand with a humanity which we also share.

“How much stronger could we become in fighting terrorism by truly acting together, all the countries represented at the United Nations?” he asked. “A Security Council strengthened by a common will to root out terrorism could do much more than single actions supported by few governments.”

Miguel Abia Biteo Boricó, Prime Minister of Equatorial Guinea, said it was necessary to reconstruct the international authority that had been taken from the United Nations. His nation was participating in this Assembly with concern because of the danger and threats that had been posed by nations intervening in less powerful nations. The United Nations, he said, had not guaranteed its principal mission, which was to bring international peace and security, and he called for the international community to reform the Organization.

He said a globalized world was a fallacy, and it was not possible to accept globalization when colonization still existed. Globalization did not mean exclusion; it did not mean the power relations such as those that some would like to impose. His situation affected other Central African nations and that had led to destructive effects. It was important to move to a universe where the weakest were not ignored and marginalized, and build a world that was more respectful to human beings, he said.

Rashid Abdullah Al-Noaimi, the Foreign Minister of the United Arab Emirates, condemned the emergence of new terrorist threats in the Gulf region, and warned that acts of violence in Iraq, if not contained, “will lead to escalation of tension and instability in the entire region as well as the world.” On the Middle East, he said “the continuation of Israeli aggression will inevitably lead to more violence and deterioration of the security situation” and called on the UN to work to settle the Palestinian question by compelling Israel to comply with its obligations.

* * *

Sudan

23 September – African Union (AU) Chairman and Nigerian President Olusegun Obasanjo is slated to brief the United Nations Security Council tomorrow on the situation in Sudan’s strife-torn Darfur region, where thousands of people are dying every month and 1.45 million have been uprooted from their homes because of militia attacks and fighting between the Government and two rebel groups.

UN spokesman Fred Eckhard said today that President Obasanjo would hold an open briefing of the Council tomorrow. The AU has a monitoring force in Darfur and recently hosted peace talks in Abuja, Nigeria, between Khartoum and the rebels.

Meanwhile, the senior UN envoy to Sudan, Jan Pronk, has returned to Khartoum after holding talks with officials in neighbouring capitals about the Darfur crisis.

In Asmara, Eritrea, Mr. Pronk met representatives of the rebel groups, the Sudan Liberation Army (SLA) and the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM), and the opposition National Democratic Alliance (NDA). He also met Eritrean President Isaias Afwerki.

In Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, Mr. Pronk met senior officials from the AU to discuss how to rapidly expand the size of the organization’s monitoring force in Darfur. He also spoke to Ethiopian Prime Minister Meles Zenawi.

Mr. Pronk’s spokesperson, Radhia Achouri, said the UN envoy would travel next Wednesday to Brussels to meet senior officials from the European Union (EU), before heading to New York the following day to present Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s monthly report on the Darfur crisis to the Security Council.

On 7 October Mr. Pronk has been invited to take part in the peace talks in Naivasha, Kenya, which are designed to end the separate, 21-year civil war in Sudan’s south.

In Darfur, about 1.45 million people are internally displaced and another 200,000 have fled to Chad as refugees, mainly because of attacks against civilians by Janjaweed militias. The SLA and the JEM have also taken up arms against Sudanese Government forces.

Earlier this month the UN World Health Organization (WHO) reported that hundreds of displaced persons were dying every month, either from Janjaweed attacks or because of the unhygienic and overcrowded conditions in their temporary camps.

* * *

Sierra Leone

23 September – The United Nations Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) today relinquished security responsibility for the last of the country’s four provinces to Government forces.

UN peacekeepers in the Western Area, which includes the capital Freetown, lowered the UN flag for the last time and handed it over to the Commander of UNAMSIL’s Northern Command, Brig. Gen. Alhaji Nuhu Bamalli, who then gave it to the regional police commander in charge of the Western Area, Chief Superintendent Sahid Ibrahim Koroma. There was also a change of guard from UN peacekeepers to officers of the Sierra Leone Police (SLP).

Speaking at the ceremony, UNAMSIL Force Commander, Maj. Gen. Sajjad Akram said the Mission was handing over primacy of security to the police, but peacekeepers would “remain ultimately responsible for security, but now in consultation with the Government…We will still proffer advice, identify solutions and always be available to support the security agencies to deal with serious security issues.”

UNAMSIL, established in October 1999 to help with the implementation of the Lomé Peace Agreement and the disarmament, demobilization and reintegration plan, is in the process of gradually reducing its forces, which had an authorized maximum strength of 17,500 military personnel. The Mission now stands at about 8,500 troops.

* * *

Iraq/Kuwait

23 September – A United Nations panel today approved awards of nearly $377 million in compensation to victims of Iraq’s 1990 invasion and subsequent occupation of Kuwait.

With today’s decision, the Governing Council of the UN Compensation Commission has awarded approximately $48.9 billion to successful claimants, with about $18.6 billion of that amount made available to Governments and international organizations for disbursement.

The Commission was established by the Security Council in 1991 to process claims and pay compensation for losses resulting from Iraq’s invasion and occupation of Kuwait. The panel received about 2.6 million claims for death, injury, loss of or damage to property, commercial claims and claims for environmental damage.

Compensation is payable from a special fund that receives a percentage of the proceeds from sales of Iraqi oil.

* * *

Tropical Storm Jeanne

23 September – The death toll in Haiti from Tropical Storm Jeanne has passed 1,000 already, United Nations humanitarian agencies said today, adding it could rise even more dramatically because some areas of the beleaguered city of Gonaïves are still inaccessible because of flood waters.

Haitian authorities have recorded 1,013 deaths so far and have another 1,200 people listed as missing, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said in a statement.

UN agencies began distributing food and clean water yesterday at three locations, including 40 tons of food to about 20,000 people. More relief supplies are being sent to the country’s north.

OCHA said it is monitoring security closely as the situation around distribution points is tense, but added there have been no reports of violence so far.

Gonaïves, a city of about 100,000 inhabitants, remains the focus of relief efforts. At least two areas of the city remain under water and there is still no electricity or functioning landline telephones.

The International Committee of the Red Cross/Red Crescent (ICRC), which has begun listing the dead and missing and arranging reunions of separated family members, has reported that many children, either orphaned or abandoned, are wandering alone around Gonaïves.

OCHA reported that while the health situation appears to be under control, the risk of epidemics remains. The UN World Health Organization (WHO) delivered 10,000 basic health kits today.

Doctors and other medical officials from the Argentinean contingent of peacekeepers from the UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH), Cuba, the non-governmental organizations Médecins Sans Frontières and Médecins Du Monde and Haiti’s Health Ministry are also contributing to the relief effort.

Tropical Storm Jeanne, which struck Haiti and the neighbouring Dominican Republic last weekend, is the latest in a series of deadly hurricanes and tropical storms to strike the Caribbean region this season.

* * *

Bangladesh

23 September – United Nations humanitarian agencies continue to bring aid to Bangladesh as heavy rains continue in the aftermath of massive flooding last month, the worst the country had suffered in decades, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said today.

Recent floods cut off many transport routes and utilities, inundated buildings and caused further disruptions to livelihoods, aggravating the impact of the catastrophic monsoonal floods earlier this year, according to OCHA.

In rural areas of the southern regions, where the rain-swollen Gumti and Kakri rivers burst through already weakened protective embankments and flooded 100 villages, there has been considerable damage to fish farms, seedbeds and vegetable cultivation, as well as to valuable rice paddies planted after recession of the recent monsoon floods. Although the heavy rains have relented, severe floods are now occurring in the southwest.

Some 600,000 people have been affected, thousands more have had to take refuge on embankments and in schools, and 10,000 hectares of crops and 700 tons of fish stock have been lost, OCHA said.

The UN World Food Programme (WFP) and the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) are coordinating efforts to fight serious malnutrition in the post-flood period. UNICEF will provide children and pregnant and lactating women in the most vulnerable households with fortified food and supplements to counter anaemia, and support a nationwide campaign to provide Vitamin A capsules and de-worming tablets for children.

In complementary efforts, WFP is trying to provide vulnerable families with food items to improve nutrition and food security. Extra rations of fortified blended food will be given to infants and young children as well as pregnant and breastfeeding women. The agency will also distribute 750 grams of high-energy biscuits daily for over the next 10 months among 80,000 primary school children in the worst flood-affected districts. A total of 903,800 households, or about 4,519,000 people, will receive 30 kilograms of grain each per month.

To date, only $62.5 million of the $210 million sought through a UN appeal for Bangladesh has been received.

* * *

Nuclear weapons

23 September – Welcoming today’s statement of 42 countries in support of the global pact banning nuclear tests, Secretary-General Kofi Annan has urged those countries which have not yet signed or ratified the treaty to do so immediately so that it takes effect.

The Comprehensive Nuclear Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT) is still not in force, seven years after it was adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in a bid to bring to an end half a century of nuclear testing.

The CTBT contains an international monitoring system, unannounced on-site inspections and other verification provisions to ensure countries comply with the convention.

So far 172 nations have signed the CTBT and 116 have ratified it, but it will not have force until all 44 States which have nuclear power or research reactors have ratified it. Only 12 of those States have not ratified: China, Colombia, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Egypt, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK), India, Indonesia, Iran, Israel, Pakistan, the United States and Viet Nam.

In a message to the launch of the joint ministerial statement of the 42 nations, delivered on his behalf by Under-Secretary-General for Disarmament Affairs Nobuyasu Abe, Mr. Annan said the longer the treaty’s entry into force “is delayed, the more likely that nuclear testing will resume.

“Were this to happen, it would be a major setback in non-proliferation and nuclear disarmament efforts. In the era in which we live, we cannot afford such a setback.”

* * *

IAEA

23 September – Stepping up its efforts to prevent nuclear and radiological terrorism, the United Nations atomic watchdog agency says that as of today close to 60 new potentially illicit trafficking incidents have been reported just since the beginning of the year.

These include possible cases of unauthorized acquisition, provision, possession, use, transfer or disposal of nuclear material and other radioactive material.

Participants to the 48th International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) General Conference being held in Vienna this week have received an overview of how the Agency’s Illicit Trafficking Database, comprising information confirmed by states on illicit trafficking in nuclear and other radioactive materials, helps strengthen nuclear security

In a report to the Agency’s Board of Governors last week, IAEA Director-General Mohamed ElBaradei warned that although preventive efforts continue to accelerate and expand, “clearly, the circumstances that first led to a plan for protection against nuclear and radiological terrorism have not diminished.”

Some 540 illicit incidents spanning the past decade were reported through December 2003, but “as of today, the number is closer to 600, subject to fuller review and confirmation,” the IAEA said in a news release.

Several hundred additional incidents, reported in open sources but not confirmed by states, are also tracked in the IAEA database but not included in the confirmed statistics. Of the 540 confirmed cases as of December, 182 involved nuclear material, 330 radioactive material other than nuclear, 23 both nuclear and other radioactive material, and five other material. 

The database includes reported incidents from the 80 participating Member States. Non-participating States are urged to join the Database in order to enhance the programme.

* * *
Heart disease

23 September – Heart diseases and strokes kill 17 million people every year – more than any other cause – and are increasingly likely to afflict people in poor countries, the United Nations World Health Organization (WHO) said today as it published an atlas mapping the scale of the global epidemics.

The Atlas of Heart Disease and Stroke, released to coincide with World Heart Day this Sunday, shows that the two diseases are also becoming more deadly, with a projected combined death toll of 24 million by 2030.

WHO officials said the world therefore needs to do more to tackle diseases that are both preventable and capable of striking a much wider demographic than popularly understood.

WHO’s Director of Chronic Diseases and Health Promotion, Dr. Robert Beaglehole, said “the old stereotype of cardiovascular diseases affecting only stressed, overweight, middle-aged men in developed countries no longer applies.

“Today, men, women and children are at risk and 80 per cent of the burden is in low- and middle-income countries,” he said.

While some inhabitants of these nations are acquiring the lifestyle habits of their counterparts in industrialized States, such as little exercise and fatty diets, they do not have access to comparable medical treatment.

For these countries, the high death rates are also a major national economic burden, soaking up health-care costs and depriving families of income-earners.

Heart diseases and strokes already account for nearly a third of the 57 million deaths worldwide every year, outstripping violence, cancer, respiratory diseases and HIV/AIDS to be clearly the biggest cause.

One of the co-authors of the atlas, Dr. Judith Mackay, said that even if there are major breakthroughs in medical research, “any major reduction in deaths and disability from heart disease and stroke will come primarily from prevention, not just cure.”

With children and adolescents the focus of this year’s World Heart Day, WHO said they should be encouraged to lead a healthy lifestyle – especially diet and exercise – as early as possible, well before they can develop any serious problems.

The atlas contains detailed maps explaining the data on heart disease and stroke for every country, as well as such measures as the number of “healthy life years” lost to the two conditions and the prevalence of smoking. The nations’ health policies and laws are also explained.

* * *

Indigenous people

23 September – The International Decade of the World’s Indigenous People brought only modest achievements, and indigenous people continue to endure below-average living standards, unequal access to justice and the loss of traditional territories, the United Nations official charged with spotlighting their human rights says.

In a report to the General Assembly, Special Rapporteur Rodolfo Stavenhagen said the International Decade – which ended this year – had not ended the history of human rights violations against indigenous people.

While there have been some advances at the national level, such as the introduction of favourable legislation, Mr. Stavenhagen reports, discrimination is still common in local communities.

Negotiations on a draft UN declaration on the rights of indigenous peoples also remain deadlocked, nine years after a working group was set up to achieve agreement.

“Indigenous peoples the world over are usually among the most marginalized and dispossessed sectors of society, because they suffer discrimination and face prejudices that are often perpetuated within societies. Despite the existence of protective legislation, the rights of indigenous peoples are very often denied in practice,” he says.

He calls on the General Assembly to consider proclaiming a second decade on indigenous rights so that existing gains can be consolidated and more attention can be focused to the issue.

Mr. Stavenhagen finds that access to land and natural resources is a key cause of discontent, as indigenous communities have to make way for economic projects such as large dams. The communities are evicted or forced to re-settle elsewhere, and are often unable to find a replacement source of livelihood.

Moreover, he adds, displacing indigenous people from their ancestral lands can have shattering effects on the social fabric of their communities.

Turning to issues of justice, the Special Rapporteur says not enough countries make an effort to integrate customary indigenous law into their legal systems, alienating indigenous groups and depriving them of some measure of self-determination.

While some States have moved to protect regional, minority or indigenous languages, just as many others have not, and are particularly unlikely to design their educational system and syllabus around the concerns of indigenous people.

Mr. Stavenhagen has been Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights and fundamental freedoms of indigenous people since 2001.

* * *

Nepal

23 September – The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) today voiced concern over recent reports that a health facility in Nepal has been destroyed, but was confident that a measles immunization campaign that just got underway would not be jeopardized.

UNICEF said it was distressing that the bombing of the health post in Udayapur destroyed medical supplies, including vaccines meant for the measles immunization campaign that started last Tuesday.

“The measles campaign had been going on smoothly thus far, even under such difficult circumstances, thanks to the support of the conflicting parties,” said UNICEF’s Representative, Dr Suomi Sakai. “We would like to believe that this remains an isolated incident and does not herald a setback in the campaign in any way.”

Every year, 5,000 of the 150,000 children affected with measles in Nepal succumb to complications from the disease, and disruption of immunization services could mean an increase in the number of these fatalities, UNICEF warned.

Arrangements are already being made to replenish the measles vaccines destroyed in the blast.

* * *

UNESCO

23 September – Continuing its campaign to defend press freedom in the face of political or criminal attacks, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) today condemned the murder of yet another journalist, a reporter from the Dominican Republic gunned down just after completing a broadcast on a provincial crime wave.

Juan Andújar, a correspondent with the Santo Domingo-based daily Listín Diario, was shot dead after a radio broadcast on a crime wave that has shaken the southern town of Azua.

“By taking a stand against the gangs waging terror, Juan Andújar was carrying out his duty as a journalist and a citizen,” UNESCO Director-General Koïchiro Matsuura said. “Juan Andújar breached the silence, and we in turn must speak out. His killers must not benefit from our silence.

“A journalist did not want criminal acts to go unpunished and we must not allow the worst of crimes – the murder of this journalist – to go unpunished,” he added, calling for everything possible to be done to bring those responsible to justice.

Mr. Matsuura’s condemnation was just the latest of many he has issued so far this year on the murder of journalists around the world.

* * * 

Malaria

23 September – With one child dying every 30 seconds of malaria, health officials and business representatives gathered in Johannesburg, South Africa, today for a United Nations-backed meeting on improving the availability of long-lasting insecticidal nets in a bid to prevent the disease’s spread.

The two-day meeting, organized by the Roll Back Malaria campaign with support from the UN World Health Organization (WHO), the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and their partners, comes at a time when increasing demand for long-lasting nets is outstripping production and supply.

“The deficit is of major concern to us because of its far reaching consequences for malaria control programmes in Africa,” said Per Engebak, UNICEF’s Regional Director for eastern and southern Africa.

UNICEF, the global leader in net purchase and distribution, estimates that between 30 million to 40 million long-lasting insecticide-treated nets are required annually for the next five years in order to saturate the market. Only 13 million are being made every year.

Not only is the long-lasting insecticide net cheaper in the longer term, UNICEF said, but it comes factory pre-treated and retains its repellent efficacy throughout the normal lifespan of the netting material itself, which can be anywhere between two to five years. The nets do not require re-treatment.

In contrast, conventional nets treated with insecticide require regular re-treatment to maintain their effectiveness, which has proven difficult in Africa because of several factors, including the cost and accessibility of insecticide as well as poor knowledge about the importance of the need to re-treat nets.

“This meeting will bring us into discussion with the private sector on how to increase production,” Mr. Engebak said. “A quantum leap in production will help us save millions and also enable the private sector to do good business.”

* * *
Photo contest

23 September – A Vietnamese and a Chinese photographer have won the International Year of Rice global photography contest launched by the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) as part of its campaign to improve production and access to the vital crop that feeds more than half the world’s people. 

Vu Nguyen of Viet Nam won first prize in the Professional Photographers Category and Jin Yanzheng came first in the Amateur Photographers Category, the Rome-based agency announced today. They were selected from some 500 contestants who were invited to capture the “Rice is Life” theme in photographs, highlighting its crucial importance to world agriculture, food security, society and culture.

The prize, a Nikon digital camera, will be presented on the occasion of World Food Day 2004 at a ceremony at FAO headquarters on 14 October.

In the professional category Alessandro Tosatto of Italy won second prize and Ko Zin Min of Myanmar third, while in amateur photographers Liu Meizi Ninon of China came in second and compatriot Chang Ching-Weng third.

The best works will be displayed later this autumn in an exhibit in Rome.

* *** *
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