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August 22, 2003
HEADLINE: UN    Young environmentalists will gather in Dubna, Russian Federation for United Nations conference, 25 - 27   August

      DATELINE: NAIROBI/DUBNA

      BODY:

      (UNEP) - Young environmentalists from more than 60 countries are meeting in the Russian Federation to

      discuss environmental topics vital to sustainable development in the twenty-first century.

      The Tunza International Youth Conference, sponsored by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)  and the Government of the Moscow Region, will take place in Dubna, Russia from 25 to 27 August 2003.

      The Conference will feature the launch of a new UNEP State of the Environment Report prepared by and for

      young people entitled "Tunza: Acting for a Better World". Tunza means "to treat with care and affection" in

      the Kiswahili language of Kenya, where UNEP is based. 

      The book contains tips on how to carry out community-based environmental projects, from setting up a

      recycling scheme to lobbying local authorities and government for meaningful and long-lasting environmental

      change. It also contains experience and advice from young people who are already making a difference.

      "Young people have a critical role to play in shaping the environment and helping to deliver a less

      poverty-riven world now and in the future", said Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of UNEP, co-chairman of

      the conference alongside Boris Gromov, Governor of the Moscow Region.

      "Young people can have a great deal of influence on their peers and elders in terms of promoting the new

      ideas we so urgently need to give the planet a fresh start", he said.

      The 150 participants, aged from 15 to 24, will work to produce three major outcomes from the conference: a

      series of regional action plans, 10 commitments on sustainable development, and the compilation of a

      how-to-do online database and action kit.

      Among the workshops which are planned are those on project design, fund-raising, income-generating

      environmental projects, leadership and communicating for change, and networking at community, regional

      and global levels.

      The participants will also hold discussions on the implementation of a long-term strategy to engage children

      and youth in environmental decision-making and action, at the community level and regionally. The

      conference will also elect the members of the Tunza Youth Advisory Council - a group of representatives

      who advise UNEP on better ways of engaging and involving young people in its activities. The Council also

      represents young people in international environmental processes.

      Dubna University and the City of Dubna, together with the UNEP National Committee for Russia are among

      the organizers of the Tunza Conference.

      CONTACT: Eric Falt, Spokesperson/Director of UNEP's Division of

      Communications and Public Information

      Tel: +254 (0)20 623292

      e-mail: eric.falt@unep.org

      Theodore Oben, Head of UNEP's Children and Youth Unit

      Tel: +254 (0)20 623262

      e-mail: theodore.oben@unep.org

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

EarthVision Environmental News 

Wild Forests 'Living Museums' of Virtually Extinct Species
 CAMBRIDGE, U.K./NAIROBI, August 20, 2003 - Forests in Chile, made world famous by the

 series 'Walking with Dinosaurs', have been almost destroyed by fire, killing Monkey Puzzle trees up

 to 2,000 years old. 

 This ecological disaster has been brought to international attention by researchers at the Cambridge,

 UK-based World Conservation Monitoring Centre of the UN Environment Programme

 (UNEP-WCMC). Groundbreaking work by Chevening Scholar Cristian Echeverría, based at the

 Centre, has revealed how fragmentation of wild forests is threatening the extinction of the charismatic

 Monkey Puzzle tree (Araucaria araucana) beloved by Victorian gardeners. 

 The Monkey Puzzle is among 8,000 tree species under threat of extinction in the wild. It is one of

 only a handful for which a conservation plan exists. The environmental organization, Fauna & Flora

 International, and UNEP-WCMC are collaborating on the Global Trees Campaign, which aims to

 establish the management plans vital for the creation of sustainable forests. An important element of

 this is the development of a mapping programme leading to a proposed World Atlas of Threatened

 Trees. 

 The Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) are sponsors of a report

 "Towards a Global Tree Conservation Atlas" published this week, which highlights the plight of five

 "flagship" species that the Global Trees Campaign is working hard to save. Mark Collins, Director of

 UNEP-WCMC, is grateful for the support of DEFRA and Elliot Morley, Minster for the

 Environment and Agri-Environment. 

 Dr. Collins is concerned that the future of wild forests has worsened since the Centre published the

 first global assessment, the "World List of Threatened Trees" 5 years ago. It showed that over 8,000

 tree species are facing extinction in the wild, with 976 in a critical situation. He comments: "New

 research, such as that on the Monkey Puzzle, is revealing that fragmentation of wild forest and the

 re-plantation with potentially invasive foreign species are major threats, demonstrating the urgency of

 managing forests sustainably." 

 Professor Peter Ashton, of Harvard and The Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew, supports his concerns:

 "In the tropics many rare tree species are already functionally extinct. The high diversity of plants in

 tropical rainforests means that specimens are naturally widely spaced, if forest cover is further

 fragmented then the probability of a pollinator being within range decreases. Some forests are

 becoming living museums." 

 Dr. Collins comments that surprisingly little is known about the status and distribution of tree species,

 including important timber species such as mahogany. "Our initial report demonstrates that

 conservation assessments are required for plant conservation targets to be achieved by 2010. In

 particular we need spatial data, which will help us to identify the most crucial areas for tree

 conservation and ensure that these eco-regions are managed effectively to provide the protection

 required." 

 UNEP-WCMC and FFI are seeking public and private sector funding for a proposed "World Atlas

 of Threatened Trees", which will provide photographs of the species, full colour maps showing their

 distribution and status reports compiled by workers in the field and an analysis of policy options to

 prevent extinctions. 

 Mark Rose, Executive Director of FFI, believes that further regulation of the timber trade is also

 required: "We estimate that almost 50 percent of the tropical timber in international trade has been

 illegally logged. One thousand globally threatened trees are threatened in part by unsustainable levels

 of felling. Accurate, objective information is required to strengthen international trade control

 mechanisms such as the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES)." 

 The report "Towards a Global Tree Conservation Atlas" provides new information about flagship

 species such as Araucaria araucana (Monkey Puzzle), Swietenia macrophylla, (Brazilian Mahogany)

 Cinnamomum cebuense, (Cebu Cinnamon) Baillonella toxisperma, (Moabi used for decorative

 timber, animal feed and cosmetics) Caesalpinia echinata, (Pau Brazil, national tree of Brazil). 

 DEFRA is funding a conservation programme for the Monkey Puzzle under its Flagship Species

 Fund which includes the development of a nursery with indigenous people to establish cultivation

 techniques. These endemic evergreen conifer species may reach 2m in diameter, 50m in height and

 live over 1,500 years. They also take over 200 years to reach seed bearing maturity. Cristian

 Echeverría delivers the first progress report on the project this month. Copies of the preliminary

 report "Towards a Global Tree Conservation Atlas" are available on: 

 www.unep-wcmc.org/resources/publications/treeatlas. 

 The report provides the case for a need to map the status and distribution of the world's threatened

 tree species. The report is a joint collaboration between UNEP-WCMC and FFI. Financial support

 was provided by DEFRA with further support through the Flagship Species Fund. The main authors

 are Adrian Newton, Sara Oldfield, Gerardo Fragoso, Paul Mathew, Lera Miles, Mary Edwards. 

 * Case-study: Monkey Puzzle tree under threat, research by Cristian Echeverría, Chevening

 Scholar, UNEP-WCMC 

 Research by Cristian Echeverría has revealed the far-reaching implications of a recent forest fire in

 Chile, which destroyed 71 percent of Monkey Puzzle forest in Malleco National Reserve - some

 trees were 2,000 years old. 

 Mr. Echeverria is pioneering a technique for mapping the fragmentation of the forest. He is using

 remote sensing from satellite images of the last 25 years to assess the rate at which native forest is

 being removed. In one of the study areas 64% of the wild forest has been lost in 25 years and the

 continuous forest cover broken. Reconstructed maps show that in 1550, when the Europeans

 arrived, the entire country would have been forest. 

 The south of Chile is known by tourists for its amazing landscape and temperate rainforests. Ninety

 per cent of these trees are only found in Chile, including Araucaria araucana, the Monkey Puzzle

 tree, and Fitzroya cupressoides, which was named after the captain of Darwin's ship. 

 "After years of destruction the Monkey Puzzle tree is now found in two small areas in the Andes and

 on the coastal mountain range. Fires in the summer season (2001-2002) have destroyed 30,000

 hectares of native forest, including 71 percent of the area of Monkey Puzzle and 61 percent of

 Nothofagus (native beech) in one of the three reserves affected. Many of the destroyed Monkey

 Puzzle trees were 2,000 years old. 

 In 1990 A.araucana was declared a protected species in Chile forbidding its logging. For other

 species such as Fitzroya cupressoides it is possible to gain a licence to exploit dead wood and as

 A.araucana is highly prized for its timber the Government is under pressure to permit logging of the

 burnt forest. Mr. Echeverría warns that if logging is allowed then man made fires may increase, as

 only a small proportion of the native forests are in protected areas. The Valdivian ecoregion,

 declared by the World Bank as being an area of outstanding biodiversity, currently has no

 protection. 

 Previously wooded private land has over the years been cleared and replaced with grazing or

 plantations of Monterrey Pine (Pinus radiata) and Eucalyptus. There are now 2 million hectares of

 pine compared to just one quarter of a million hectares of A.araucana forest. 

 A.araucana seeds are a source of concentrated carbohydrates for the Pehuenche people, whose

 culture is dependent upon the tree. A DEFRA-funded project set up after the fires is helping the

 people of Villas de Araucana establish a tree nursery. However, this involves experimentation to

 develop successful cultivation techniques and it will be 200 years before the trees mature and

 produce seed. 

 A.araucana forests in the Andes are adapted to survive in volcanic soils and support a unique

 community of other species such as the beautiful flowers of Berberidopsis corilinla, the Chilean lion,

 the small "pudu" deer, and a species of woodpecker. 

 Mr. Echeverría believes that education of the private landowners is key to the survival of wild forest.

 "Chile has a good transport infrastructure and is particularly inviting for ecotourists wanting to visit

 South America", he explains. 'The country stretches from the desert in the north through every type

 of climatic zone to the Antarctic in the south. The forests of the Andes have a rare beauty and could

 be a considerable attraction for travellers. 

 "Government and landowners need information upon which to make informed decisions and it is

 hoped that this research, made possible by funding from DEFRA and the Foreign and

 Commonwealth Office through the Chevening Scholarship, will support this." 

 In 1995 DEFRA supported a project in Chile to restore Fitzroya cupressoides, the second longest

 living species (3,625 years). The private landowner was at first bemused by the UK Government's

 support for the project, but soon became evangelical when it was realized that he was himself a

 descendent of William Wallace from Darwin's voyage. 

 It is often the case that people do not fully appreciate the true significance of biodiversity on their

 own doorstep. 

 Global Trees Campaign - www.globaltrees.org 

 Over 8000 tree species, 10% of the world's total, are threatened with extinction. Destruction of

 woodland and forest and unsustainable felling of valuable timbers are causing the loss of many

 important species. Very few of these endangered trees are being conserved in the wild. The Global

 Trees Campaign, developed by Fauna & Flora International in partnership with the UNEP World

 Conservation Monitoring Centre (UNEP-WCMC), is drawing attention to this global problem and

 finding solutions. 

 The Global Trees Campaign aims to save the world's most threatened tree species and their habitats

 through information, conservation and wise use. The campaign focuses on trees as flagship species

 for conservation of ecosystems and landscapes, and enables local people to carry out rescue and

 sustainable use operations. The Global Trees Campaign works in partnership with organizations

 around the world to save endangered trees. 

 For further information , please contact: 

 Will Rogowski, Head of Marketing & Communications, World Conservation Monitoring Centre,

 219 Huntingdon Road, Cambridge CB3 0DL, United Kingdom, Tel: +44-1223-277314, Fax:

 +44-1223-277136, E-mail: will.rogowski@unep-wcmc.org 

 OR 

 Eric Falt, Spokesman/Director, United Nations Environment Programme, Division of

 Communications and Public Information, P.O. Box 30552, Nairobi, Kenya, Tel:

 +254-20-62-3292, Mobile: +254-733-682656, Fax: +254-20-62-3692, E-mail:

 eric.falt@unep.org. 

 Submitted By:

 UNEP 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Red Cross cuts Iraq operations
                 The International Committee of  the Red Cross is cutting back its  operations in Iraq after

                 warnings that it could be   targeted for attack. 

                 The number of foreign staff in  Baghdad is being reduced to  about 50 as the level of violence

                 throughout the country has failed  to abate and the organisation  fears that US-led forces cannot

                 ensure security. 

                 Other aid agencies have also reviewed their operations, following  Tuesday's bombing of the United Nations compound in Baghdad,  in which more than 20 people died. 

                 Attacks against Iraqi civilians have also continued, with three   killed and nine injured in an assassination attempt on leading    Shia Muslim cleric Grand Ayatollah Seyed Mohammed Said   al-Hakim in the Iraqi holy city of Najaf. 

                 The cleric received only scratches in the blast at his office on   Sunday afternoon but two of his bodyguards and a driver were   killed. 

                 Essential services 

                 Red Cross spokeswoman Nada Doumani said the organisation   had suffered its own losses with the death of one worker and  another injured. 

                 "Then you had the attack on the Jordanian embassy, the attack  on the UN compound and then daily there is an increase in  criminal acts against Iraqi civilians and we could only take this    information seriously," she said. 

                 She said the organisation would  be forced to cut services further  if the threat to its staff             remained. 

                 The Red Cross has been   involved in projects ranging from   monitoring the conditions of

detainees to rebuilding facilities. 

                 A spokeswoman said the   organisation was upset about   going because its services were  badly needed. 

                 The UN, which lost its top envoy  Sergio Vieira de Mello in the  Baghdad compound blast, has

sent non-essential   administrative staff out of the country. 

                 In another development on Sunday, medical personnel working   for Spain's Movement for Peace, Disarmament and Liberty  returned from Iraq. 

                 "Baghdad is a lawless city," said Doctor Gabriel Espana on arrival  in Madrid. 

                 Loyalist suspects 

                 The assassination attempt on Ayatollah al-Hakim took place when a device connected to a gas canister went off near his office after he had just returned from midday prayers. 

                 A spokesman for the Supreme Council for the Islamic Revolution   in Iraq (Sciri) - a leading Shia Muslim organisation - said a strange  man had been seen before the blast. 

                 One Shia official, Mohsen   al-Hakim, said the prime  suspects for the attack were  Saddam loyalists wishing to stir   up trouble between Shia and  Sunni Muslims. 

                 However, Ayatollah al-Hakim  was one of a group of three top  Shia leaders issued death threats by a rival Shia cleric shortly after Saddam Hussein was toppled on 9 April. 

                 The BBC's Susannah Price says it seems likely the attack was  linked to a power struggle within the Shia community. 

                 Ayatollah al-Hakim is a leading member of the Hawza, the leading  Shia seminary in Iraq. 

                 The Hawza is led by Grand Ayatollah Ali Sistani, whom the US-led  coalition praises for his moderate views. 

                 But more hardline Shia groups have made their opposition to the  coalition forces clear, our correspondent says. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Iraq attack 'marks new phase'
                 The US administrator in Iraq  has said the bombing of the UN  office in Baghdad marks a new

front in the war against terror. 

                 Paul Bremer was speaking in the    city as Brazil paid its last respects    to UN envoy Sergio Vieira de

Mello, killed along with at least  22 others. 

                 He said that while there was little  evidence of who had carried out  the attack, about 100 foreign militants had recently infiltrated Iraq. 

                 Unknown militants ambushed UK troops in Basra on Saturday,  killing three, while ethnic clashes in Kirkuk have left nine people   dead. 

                 Mr Bremer, who wept over the   coffin of Mr Vieira de Mello before  it left Baghdad on Friday, said

the UN bomb was of a size not   seen before in post-war Iraq. 

                 "It is now unfortunately the case   that Iraq has become one of the fields of battle in this global

war," he told reporters. 

                 He said there were two kinds of "foreign terrorists" now entering  Iraq: those who travelled from places like Syria, the Sudan or  Yemen, and those who were part of the militant group Ansar   al-Islam, which has been linked with al-Qaeda. 

                 "You have to be willing to go on the offensive against terrorism - kill them before they kill you," the US administrator said. 

                 UN returns 

                 US President George W Bush pledged on Saturday to "continue  this war on terror until all the killers are brought to justice". 

                 In Kirkuk in the north, ethnic Kurds and Turkmen tribesmen    fought lethal battles with guns and grenades after a dispute   which erupted on Friday night, apparently over a newly reopened  Turkmen shrine. 

                 The ambush in the southern city  of Basra brought UK combat  losses since the official end of

major combat on 1 May to 10. US  losses for the same period  exceed 60. 

                 In the Iraqi capital, it has   emerged that the British   Embassy has been evacuated  because of the threat of an  attack. 

                 UN staff have been resuming work in the city out of tents and  shipping containers, set up next to the ruins of their  headquarters in the Canal Hotel. 

                 Jan Egeland, the new UN under secretary general for  humanitarian affairs, said there would be fewer staff, they would   travel less and they would be hampered by strict security   procedures. 

                 Mr Bremer said security was under review and he believed that  the bombing had galvanised the will of the world to help. 

                 The US administrator also said he shared the frustration of Iraq's  Governing Council at the failure to restore essential services to   pre-war levels. 

                 Bomb claim 

                 In the absence of hard information about those behind Tuesday's   apparent suicide attack, a man purporting to represent an Iraqi   Islamic militant group called Mohammed's Army has claimed   responsibility. 

                 An unidentified masked man appeared on Lebanese satellite TV   on Saturday to say the group had attacked the offices because US intelligence officers were present there. 

                 A Dubai-based TV channel, al-Arabiya, earlier carried a similar  claim from the previously unknown group. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Daily Telegraph

By W F Deedes

(Filed: 25/08/2003) 

Iraqis must watch the UN's back if they expect   help rebuilding their land 

                    There are some brave people working in Iraq for relief agencies, doing their best to ease the pain

                    inflicted on innocents by the war and its sequel.   With the death of the UN's envoy, Sérgio Vieira de

                    Mello, whom I came to admire for his work in East Timor, these people are sharply reminded of the

                    risks involved. 

                    The terrorist scorns all conventions of war. The UN  flag or green beret, the Red Cross or Crescent do

                    not stay his hand. Death to all infidels.

                    If the slaughter of UN personnel and aid workers  adds to suffering and so to the chaos, so much the

                    better. Such risks will grow. Iraq is attracting to its   borders a number of those whose hearts are set

                    upon savaging the West.

                    Of course it is always open to relief agencies to  withdraw their labour; and some citizens will see

that as the sensible course to take. But the  agencies are reluctant to do that, and I have encountered enough of them in earlier crises to  know what goes through their minds. To pack up   and go, leaving the sick and hungry to get on with it, is seen as a crime. 

Aid workers do not enjoy universal acclaim. They are  sometimes accused of increasing dependency and of   prolonging conflict because the aid they bring   enables people to keep on fighting. Neither charge lies against them in Iraq.

More thought should be given to ways of protecting   these people without compromising them. They are,   after all, an integral part of the restoration process   and are helping Iraqis back on their feet. I don't   think more guns are the answer, but more   information about the enemy would be a help. Did

                    no one hear a whisper of the planned assault on UN    headquarters? 

                    It is pointless to expect Americans or British, Dutch  or Nigerians to discover what terrorists in Iraq are  thinking and planning. If Iraqis want UN agencies  and aid workers to stay on and help out, then Iraqis              should be encouraged to cultivate long ears for fell  designs, thus helping to ensure that never again is

something like UN headquarters in Baghdad taken   totally unawares.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Excessive Heat Takes Toll on Swiss   Alpine Glaciers 

SWITZERLAND: August 25, 2003

                SION - Grayed by the heat and riven with deep cracks,  Switzerland's mighty Alpine glaciers are shrinking at  a record rate in this summer's sizzling sun. 

                Scientists may disagree over some of the causes of the   heat wave which has sent temperatures soaring in Europe  and about how much people are contributing to global   warming, but the effects high in the Alpine valleys are   visible.

                The Alpine glaciers, source of some of Europe's biggest   rivers, have been in retreat for more than a century, but the  loss of ice has speeded this year as temperatures have  soared.

                "The rate of ice melt is some three or four times the usual  amount," said Charly Wuilloud, head of the department of   natural dangers at the Valais state forestry department.

                Some 9,000 feet above the Rhone Valley in southern Switzerland, at the junction of the Ferpecles and Mount  Mine glaciers, the temperature is an unusually warm 59-68  degrees Fahrenheit.

                Sporting sunglasses and a short-sleeved shirt more typical  of beach wear, Wuilloud pointed to the rush of melt water  streaming from the ice wall of the Ferpecles glacier.

                The so-called equilibrium line, the point at which any fresh  snow or rain falling will turn to ice and not melt or run off, is  some 984 to 1,312 feet higher up the mountain this year   than usual this summer, he added.

                At one time, the 4-miles-long Ferpecles and Mount Mine  joined to form a forked tongue of ice stretching down into   the valley.

                Lines gouged into the mountain side tens of yards above  the valley floor show the height to which the ice once  reached.

                COLD SNAP

                Scientists say Europe's glaciers have been shrinking since   the 1850s, initially as a result of a natural warming of the  Earth following a 250 year cold snap.

                But the process has picked up pace over recent decades --  particularly since the 1970s -- under the impact of global  warming fueled -- many scientists believe -- by high   emissions of greenhouse gases.

                According to the United Nations' International Panel for  Climate Change (IPCC), the average temperature of the earth rose 0.5 Celsius during the 20th century and could  rise several times that rate over the next 100 years.

                Back in the 1990s, even before this year's blistering   summer, geologists at the Zurich-based World Glacier Monitoring Service (WGMS) forecast that the glaciers would   shrink to just 10 percent of their 1850 size by the end of the  21st century.

                By 1970, they had already declined to around half and were  seen losing a further 50 percent by 2025, according to  geography professor Wilfried Haeberli of the University of   Zurich.

                The latest estimates are that 25-30 percent has already   gone. "It looks like our prediction was a little bit optimistic. It is going faster than we thought," he told Reuters.

                SAHARA DUST

                Glaciers have long been seen as one of the most sensitive  detectors of climate change, with the impact showing up  first in the thickness of the ice rather than its length, which  can take years to respond.

                This year a number of factors have combined to intensify  the rate of melt, including a freak weather event in November when a cloud of dust was blown north from the  Sahara Desert.

                As glacier surface ice melted with the coming of spring, the  dust was exposed again, helping give the ice a grayish  appearance that reduced reflection and increased the   amount of sunlight absorbed -- hence the melt.

                Although studies for this year are not yet finished, Haeberli  said that the Alpine glaciers could have slimmed down   some 6.6 feet or more -- an exceptional loss of thickness.

                This would be 10 times the average annual melt over the  length of the 20th century and some four times that of the  two decades between 1980-2000 when global warming was  already making its presence felt.

                "This looks like a record year," he said. "There is no doubt  that it has been exceptional."

                RISK TO RIVERS

                For those living in glacial valleys, the thinning of the glaciers  when combined with heavy rain brings the danger of flash  floods like the one which killed 13 people in the Gondo   valley of Switzerland in 2000.

                Melt water can form lakes either on the surface of the  glacier or below it which can suddenly be released with  devastating consequences.

                Wuilloud said that the Valais authorities were already  warning people not to camp near glacier-fed streams or  other areas vulnerable to flooding.

                Over the long term, the shrinkage in the size of the glaciers  could have a dramatic impact on water supply.

                In summer some 50 percent of the water carried by the  Rhone from its source in the Alps through Lake Geneva to the Mediterranean comes from ice melt.

                "Glaciers hold water back in winter and let it go in  summer," Haeberli said. "If they go, so will the water." 

                Story by Richard Waddington 

                REUTERS NEWS SERVICE 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

2003 Ozone Hole May Be Record Size,  Australia Says 

AUSTRALIA: August 25, 2003
                SYDNEY - The ozone hole over the Antarctic is   growing at a rate that suggests it could be headed for

a record size this year, Australian scientists said. 

                A study by Australian Antarctic bases attributed the  development to colder temperatures in the stratosphere  where the ozone hole forms.

                "The growth at the moment is similar to 2000 when the hole  was a record size," Australian Antarctic Division scientist  Andrew Klekociuk told Reuters on Friday.

                Ozone is a protective layer in the atmosphere that shields   the Earth from the sun's rays, in particular ultraviolet-B  radiation that can cause skin cancer, cataracts and can  harm marine life. In 2000, NASA said the ozone hole  expanded to a record 10.9 million square miles, three times  the size of Australia or the United States, excluding Alaska.

                "This is in contrast to the situation in 2002 when unusually  warm conditions produced the smallest ozone hole since 1988," Klekociuk said.

                The ozone hole in 2003 presently covers all of the Antarctic.

                Klekociuk said scientists at Australia's Davis Antarctic   base saw the first signs of cooling of the lower

stratosphere, 15 to 25 km (nine to 15 miles) up, about six  weeks earlier than usual.

                In a visual sign the ozone hole would grow rapidly this year,  scientists at Australia's Mawson base have reported the  early appearance of stratospheric clouds, which create a   spectacular lightshow by defracting sunlight around sunset.

                Chemical reactions in these clouds convert normally inert   man-made chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) into ozone  destroyers. CFCs are commonly used as propellants in   spray cans.

                The 1997 Kyoto treaty set in place a global process to   reduce greenhouse gases which deplete the ozone layer, but the world's biggest polluter the United States has yet to   sign.

                Clouds do not usually form in the stratosphere due to its  extreme dryness, but during some winters temperatures become low enough to allow their formation.

                "In 2000 we didn't see the stratospheric clouds until the   beginning of July. This year we saw them about the middle  of May which is the earliest we have seen them," Klekociuk  said.

                The full extent of the 2003 ozone hole will not be known   until the end of September, as August and September are   the coldest months for the South Pole. Temperatures begin   to warm by early October and the ozone layer will then start  to recover. 

                Story by Michael Perry 

                REUTERS NEWS SERVICE

_________________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA - NEWS UPDATE

25 August 2003
General Environmental news

Seven more die in Sudanese floods 

Khartoum, Sudan (PANA) - Floods in Sudan have killed seven more people in the south of the country, with the government appealing for emergency aid to avert a "humanitarian disaster," local press reports said Saturday. The latest casualties bring the death toll from the month-long spate of flooding to at least 20, with an estimated 250,000 people left homeless in the eastern town of Kassala alone. The private al-Rai al-Aam daily said the latest victims died when heavy rains caused the collapse of buildings in the central towns of Kosti and Rabak, about 300 km south of Khartoum in White Nile State. Elsewhere, Unity State Health Minister Petro Jaw called for urgent medical aid for the hard-hit town of Bentiu, about 700km southwest of Khartoum. On July 28th heavy rains hit the eastern city of Kassala and causing Rivers Gash and Atbara to burst their banks, affecting about 300,000 people.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng009223&dte=23/08/2003
Drought affected Ethiopian regions get water equipment 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia (PANA) - Using assistance from the Norwegian government, UNICEF has begun distributing water supply equipment in Ethiopia's drought affected regions where an estimated 4.2 million people are in urgent need of water. With the end release warned Friday that the danger of unsafe water increases as run-off water rolls into rivers and contaminates such major water sources. Consumption of such unsafe water can lead to an increase in water-borne diseases, it cited. The release said UNICEF in partnership with the ministry of Water, the Regional Water Bureaux and NGOs to assist more than 1.9 million people or 45 percent of those who are in urgent need of water in Ethiopia's drought-stricken regions. UNICEF-supported emergency water supply interventions include water tinkering, rehabilitating old water facilities and constructing new ones, as well as building the capacities of counterparts, it added.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng009067&dte=22/08/2003
Banned Pesticides Still Used in SA

Sunday Times (Johannesburg): PESTICIDES that have been banned in Europe and the US– for hazards including damage to reproductive organs - can be found in millions of garden sheds around South Africa. Garden products widely sold in South Africa contain pesticide products Effekto Funginex, Effekto Rosecare and Wonder Fungi Gun contain triforine, which was banned because of concerns about possible harmful effects on sexual development. Meanwhile, chlorpyrifos - a chemical linked to male and female genital deformities - can be found in Effekto Ant, Effekto Chlorpyrifos and Kombat Chlorpyrifos. And Effekto Aphicide contains dimethoate, which has been linked to damage to the nervous system. The chemical was withdrawn by its manufacturers from US shelves after the country's Environmental Protection Agency requested that more tests be done on its toxicity. Another outlawed chemical, dichlorprop is also available in South Africa, although not for domestic use. And Gamma BHC - also known as Lindane and found in Effekto Woodborer - is available in South Africa, despite being withdrawn from the shelves in Europe. Despite the bans or withdrawals, the South African Department of Agriculture shows no signs of banning the chemicals. But scientist Bill Smit from Effekto - the company that supplies most of the chemicals to the garden market in South Africa - said the pesticides were rigorously tested by the local authorities. But he said the company was researching the use of less poisonous chemicals in their products so they could phase out the controversial chemicals. 

http://allafrica.com/stories/200308240004.html
Cocktail of Horror: Oil Pumping Begins on Ground Containers as Potential Environmental Disaster Looms

Cape Argus (Cape Town): In a desperate race against time, salvors have started removing oil, the main element in a potentially disastrous pollution cocktail aboard the grounded container ship Sealand Express. The pumping operation began last night as environmentalists expressed alarm at the news that the vessel was also carrying 50 tons of uranium ore concentrate, destined to be turned into nuclear fuel in the United States. But a nuclear engineer said the material was only mildly radioactive and that the oil posed a much bigger danger. The ship is carrying 3 700 tons of fuel oil - nearly twice as much as the Treasure had aboard when it sank in June 2000, creating a major oil pollution disaster in Cape Town. The salvage team from Smit Marine South Africa worked through the night to set up oil-pumping equipment and did test runs before getting the process under way. Evelyn Holtzhausen, spokesman for the owners of the ship, United States Ship Management, said that a substantial amount of oil had been removed. In a statement from the United States, the owners said the hull remained sound and intact. It has more than 1 000 containers aboard, including 33 filled with hazardous materials such as compressed gas, fireworks and chemicals. The removal of the oil has been given top priority by the SA Maritime Safety Authority (Samsa).

http://allafrica.com/stories/200308220575.html
_________________________________________________________________________________________

ROE  - MEDIA UPDATES OF 22 AUGUST 2003

UN in the News

FT, 22 August: “Europeans wait for clarity on draft UN resolution”

…France, which led the anti-war camp in Europe, said it wanted to "take a very sober look" at what was possible. "We always supported a stronger mandate. We have to see the conditions. We have to see the context," said one French diplomat. Defence officials said France's attitude towards sending troops could change if a UN mandate specifically gave Paris a military role that was not subordinate to the US.

The UN's future role, as well as the role of Paris and Berlin in any future reconstruction of Iraq, was one of the top items on the agenda last night during talks held in Paris between Dominique de Villepin, French foreign minister, and Joschka Fischer, his German counterpart.

In London, Britain on Thursday stressed its willingness to consider potential changes to the UN's role in Iraq if that would boost international support for security enforcement….
http://search.ft.com/search/article.html?id=030821007090&query=Europeans+wait+for+clarity&vsc_appId=totalSearch&state=Form
Europe counting its heatwave related casualties; the resulting public outcry (Spain, Portugal just behind France) and political consequences.

FT, 22 August: Chirac promises health review”

President Jacques Chirac yesterday promised a thorough review of France's health services, with increased funding to help the aged, in an attempt to ward off criticism of his government's handling of the crisis caused by a heatwave.

Mr Chirac made the announcement in an unusual late-morning television broadcast after the first cabinet meeting following the end of the government's summer holiday.

This was the first public intervention by the head of state, who kept silent for almost three weeks during his holiday in Quebec. But as unofficial figures put the toll at an extra 10,000 deaths in the first three weeks of August, following 400C temperatures across France, the outcry over the government's handling of the crisis looked unlikely to abate.

http://search.ft.com/search/article.html?id=030822000834&query=Chirac+promises+health+review&vsc_appId=totalSearch&state=Form
Environment news

Le Monde, 22 août: „Le naufrage du "Prestige" provoque une pollution durable“

Sous le titre "L'Impact du "Prestige"", 40 scientifiques galiciens viennent de rendre public un rapport selon lequel les effets du naufrage du pétrolier se feront encore sentir pendant de nombreuses années. Se fondant sur les conséquences de la précédente marée noire, après le naufrage d'un autre pétrolier, le Mer-Egée, en 1992, ils pensent que la récupération des fonds marins et, par conséquent, de la chaîne alimentaire indispensable pour les poissons vivant dans les fonds de sable ne se fera sentir que dans quatre ans. 

Et qu'il faudra dix ans pour un retour à la normale.

http://www.lemonde.fr/recherche_articleweb/1,9687,331123,00.html?query=Le+naufrage+du+Prestige&query2=&booleen=et&num_page=1&auteur=&dans=dansarticle&periode=7&ordre=pertinence&debutjour=&debutmois=&debutannee=&finjour=&finmois=&finannee=&G_NBARCHIVES=786+006
________________________________________________________________________________
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UN or UNEP in the news

NZ Schools Answering Call To Reduce Rubbish
Thursday, 21 August 2003, 12:26 pm
Press Release: Clean Up NZ - Schools nationwide are doing their bit in the Reduce Your Rubbish Clean Schools Challenge, organised and run by the Clean Up New Zealand Trust. 
Organisers of the country's largest environmental event, Clean Up New Zealand Week September 15--21 2003, are calling for schools to reduce their rubbish. To date, over 140 schools have responded, with more than 36,500 children around the country taking part.
… Clean Up NZ Week is part of Clean Up The World, an international community--based environmental programme run in conjunction with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), which has motivated more than 40 million people annually in a range of activities to improve local environments.
http://www.scoop.co.nz/mason/stories/ED0308/S00073.htm 


Tributes pour in for slain UN envoy 
Thursday, 21 August 2003, 9:11 pm
Press Release: United Nations - Tributes pour in for slain UN envoy as world body vows to pursue its mission  
The United Nations system worldwide paid homage today to top UN envoy Sergio Vieira de Mello and other staffers killed in Tuesday’s terrorist bombing in Baghdad, expressing sorrow at the grievous loss, voicing outrage at the savage attack and vowing to redouble the world body’s humanitarian and peacekeeping work. 
…In Nairobi, Kenya, some 600 staff attended a ceremony of solidarity with colleagues in Baghdad. Expressing the shock and sorrow of all staff in a letter to Mr. Annan, Klaus Toepfer, Director-General of the UN Office at Nairobi and Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme, suggested that the new UN library in Nairobi be named in Mr. Vieira de Mello's honour. 
"The experience, commitment, compassion and diplomacy that he embodied in his long and distinguished career are the very qualities the United Nations, and indeed all humanity, needs more urgently today than ever before," Mr. Toepfer added. 
http://www.scoop.co.nz/mason/stories/WO0308/S00260.htm 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
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F R I D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Annan continues push for increased security following terrorist bombing in Iraq

*
UN envoy Sergio Vieira de Mello begins final journey home

*
Iraq: UN-organized donor conference to be held in Madrid on 24 October

*
Eyewitness gives account of attack on UN headquarters in Baghdad

*
Liberia peace accord brings hope but disease, lawlessness grip capital – UN

*
China: UN team on potential presence of SARS virus in animals issues guidelines

*
UN official urges top priority for repair of refugee return centres in Angola

* * * *

Iraq: Secretary-General

22 August – Secretary-General Kofi Annan continued his push today for increased security for United Nations operations in Iraq after Tuesday’s deadly terrorist bombing of UN headquarters in Baghdad, meeting with Foreign Secretary Jack Straw of the United Kingdom, main partner of the United States-led coalition running the occupied country.

“Security obviously is of great concern to us and it’s also been part of our discussions this morning,” Mr. Annan told reporters after the meeting at UN Headquarters in New York, a day after he discussed the issue with US Secretary of State Colin Powell.

Emphasizing the responsibility of the United States-led coalition forces for helping to provide a safe environment for UN operations in Iraq, he said: “We have a team that is on its way to Baghdad now to assess the security situation. There is no doubt that we may, we will have to strengthen our security. We may have to adjust our ways of operating on the ground and we will also need to take a look at UN operations elsewhere in the world.

“And of course we will need to work with the coalition that has a capacity and has a responsibility for law and order in Iraq to give us help,” he added.

Asked whether the coalition had offered help, he replied: “They will help, yes.”

Mr. Annan also met with Foreign Minister Ana Palacio of Spain, another partner in the coalition forces in the war that ousted Saddam Hussein’s regime in Iraq, and with the ambassadors of Cuba, Malaysia and South Africa, who were representing the Non-Aligned Movement, which opposed the war. 

The Secretary-General has repeatedly made clear his determination to continue the UN missions in Iraq and around the world ever since Tuesday’s bombing, which killed his top envoy Sergio Vieira de Mello and at least 21 others and injured scores more, many seriously, and his equal determination to see adequate safety measures put in place.

Rushing back to New York from a European holiday to confront the crisis arising from the terrorist attack, he told reporters on Wednesday that he would demand that the Security Council enforce stricter security measures.

“We are assessing the situation and are going to make a judgment what additional requirements in terms of security and others that we will need and I will demand that of the Council,” he said before starting emergency consultations with the 15-member body.

The United Kingdom and United States are permanent Council members while Spain is serving a two-year term.

Asked about the possibility of a multinational force to guard the UN in Iraq, Mr. Annan said he believed most Member States would want to see further internationalisation, through the broadening of a UN role that would permit them to join the operations on the ground in political and economic reconstruction as well as security.

“It is not excluded that the Council may decide to transform the operation into a UN-mandated multinational force, operating on the ground, with other governments coming in,” he added.

But that would also imply “not just burden sharing, but also sharing decisions and responsibility with the others,” he said. “If that doesn’t happen, I think it is going to be very difficult to get a second (Security Council) resolution that will satisfy everybody.”

Asked whether he saw Council unity on a possible second resolution following its divisions earlier in the year over the decision by the United States to go to war, Mr. Annan replied: “I think there can be unity in the Council, but it is going to take discussions, it is going to take negotiations, it is going to take give and take, and these things are best done behind closed doors, and that is my advice to the Council members.”

Following the Secretary-General’s meeting with the representatives from Cuba, Malaysia and South Africa, the Non-Aligned Movement issued a statement strongly condemning the attack, demanding that the UN and its missions not be made targets for attack and reiterating its support for the Secretary-General and the world body.

“Despite this attack, the Movement is convinced that the United Nations should continue to play its role in Iraq through the United Nations Assistance Mission in Iraq (UNAMI),” the statement said, encouraging the UN Members States and Mr. Annan “to remain steadfast.”

Afterward, the Secretary-General said: “This support, coming from your 116 members, is a source of strength to me personally and to the Organization.” He added that the UN would continue its mission to ensure that an Iraqi Government is established as soon as possible, by the people and for the people.

* * *

Iraq

22 August – Sergio Vieira de Mello, veteran United Nations servant, defender of human rights and protector of refugees, began his final journey home today, his body borne aboard a Brazilian Presidential plane at Baghdad airport amid prayers, praise and pledges to continue his mission.

His dying message, among his last words to a rescue worker as he lay in the most extreme pain while pinned under the rubble of the devastated UN headquarters, rang out again today as it was recalled in a sombre ceremony on the airport tarmac: “Don’t let them pull the mission out.”

As his coffin stood before the plane that was to fly him to his Brazilian home town, Rio de Janeiro, where he was born 55 years ago, colleagues stood in mournful tribute to the man who rose through more than three decades of devoted service to the world body to become High Commissioner for Human Rights and Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative for war-torn Iraq.

“We honour him and we say that the ideals of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights will never leave this land of Iraq, because a United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights died for it,” Acting High Commissioner Bertrand Ramcharan said, three days after a massive truck bomb at UN headquarters in Baghdad killed Mr. Vieira de Mello, at least 21 others, and injured scores more.

Offering a silent prayer on behalf of members of the bereaved family, as he had promised them, Mr. Ramcharan then added: “May the peace of the universe envelop you always. Dear Sergio, you are much loved and the world extends its respects to you today.”

Paying tribute to Mr. Vieira de Mello and the others who fell with him in the line of their international duty, he declared: “We shall always cherish your memories. Our gratitude is eternal. We say to you that the United Nations shall live because of your sacrifices. We shall make it so. For the triumph of the United Nations Charter is inevitable. The vision of peace grounded in justice, respect for human rights and economic and social progress is eternal.”

Calling Mr. Vieira de Mello an outstanding civil servant with unique human qualities, Benon Sevan, Executive Director of the Office of the Iraq Programme, declared: “Sergio was fully committed to the United Nations until his last breath. Even under the most extreme pain, pinned down under the rubble of his office, he said to First Sergeant von Zehle of the coalition forces, who was trying to rescue him: ‘Don’t let them pull the mission out.’”

Recalling Mr. Vieira de Mello’s earlier service with the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and his peacekeeping work in places as far afield as Kosovo and East Timor, Mr. Sevan declared: “Our beloved Sergio, you have been an inspiration to all your colleagues throughout your service with the United Nations. You have touched us all. With your exemplary services and ultimate sacrifice in the line of duty, you have become an inspiration to all of us.

“Bowing before you at this very difficult hour, I assure you that no heinous act of terrorism will deter us from carrying out the noble tasks entrusted to us in the service of the United Nations. We will resume our activities as of tomorrow and continue your legacy,” he added.

The plane bearing Mr. Vieira de Mello’s mortal remains was to stop in Geneva to pick up his wife and two sons before continuing on to Brazil a memorial service to be held tomorrow in Rio de Janeiro. The Secretary-General was leaving New York tonight to attend the ceremony.

* * * 

Iraq: reconstruction

22 August – The Spanish Government is set to host a United Nations-organized donor conference on 24 October in Madrid to seek billions of dollars to finance Iraq’s reconstruction, the UN Development Programme (UNDP) announced today.

A preparatory meeting is to take place in Brussels on 3 September. Work on the needs assessment, which will form the basis for the conference, has almost been completed in consultation with the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund. Consultations with the Iraqi people, including the Governing Council, are to be completed before the conference takes place.

The conference was decided on by a wide-ranging international meeting of 52 countries as well as UN agencies convened by UNDP in June in New York, including for the first time the United States-run Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA) in Baghdad.

Meanwhile, with just 13 weeks left until the closure of the UN Iraq Programme on 21 November, almost half the goods and supplies in the Oil-for-Food pipeline have been prioritized for delivery, as required under Security Council resolution 1483, which lifted sanctions imposed after Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait in 1990.

Under the humanitarian programme, the sanctions-bound government of Saddam Hussein was allowed to sell oil in exchange for relief supplies, the sole source of sustenance for 60 per cent of Iraq’s estimated 27 million people.

Consultations between the CPA, Iraqi experts and the UN have so far resulted in the prioritization of 2,422 contracts valued at more than $4.45 billion, including $606.7 million worth of food items.

Other sectors covered by prioritizations so far include oil industry spare parts and supplies ($1 billion), electricity ($844.5 million), agriculture ($530.4 million), water and sanitation ($481.4 million), medicine and health ($271.2 million), and transport and telecommunications ($212.1 million).

* * *
Iraq

22 August – A United Nations official who was inside the world body’s headquarters in Baghdad at the time of this week’s terrorist bombing described today the first moments of the attack as an “extraordinary thud” followed quickly by the terrible smell of gunpowder and the screams and moans of people injured by showers of shattered glass.

David Nabarro, Representative of the World Health Organization (WHO) Director-General for Health Action in Crises, was in the Canal Hotel in the office of Humanitarian Coordinator Ramiro Lopes da Silva just one floor below the suite of Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative, Sergio Vieira de Mello, who was killed when the massive truck bomb went off outside the premises at about 4:45 p.m. local time Tuesday.

“I was about to go, but I had not gotten up, and suddenly there was this extraordinary thud,” Dr. Nabarro told a press briefing in Geneva today. “Ramiro was opposite, and he said ‘Ow, I have been hit,’ and he had glass stuck in his forehead. Mohamed…said, I think I have been hit too, and he had blood coming down. I am afraid it is still on my notebook.

“The two other colleagues also were cut by flying glass. I had glass stuck in the back of my neck. Then the lights went out. Ramiro’s secretary next door was terribly distressed. There was a terrible smell. Like you had a load of fireworks in a big barrel and you smell the gunpowder. There was dust. And then we started to hear the screams and the moans. And that just went on and on.”

Dr. Nabarro said he and the others finally made their way through broken masonry to a tiny lawn where there were already about 18 people where there were the dead and dying. “The first 20 to 30 minutes were kind of like a very slow movie really,” he said. “And then the Americans came, and we started sorting out. We got the people who died, people who needed to get out quickly, people who could hang around a bit, people who were walking around wounded.”

Dr. Nabarro said he then went to the epicentre of the blast “and then I realized who was under there, that almost certainly Sergio was under there, that Nadia (Younes, Mr. Vieira de Mello’s chief of staff, who also died) was under there. [The rescuers] had gone up on to the roof and they had started to dig out very gently. People said that they could hear Sergio.”

He said that when he had arrived at the Canal Hotel just 45 minutes before the blast, security had been very meticulous as usual, searching underneath the car. In fact security had increased because of concern that something big might happen, though not necessarily to the UN, following the earlier deadly bombing of the Jordanian embassy, he added.

Meanwhile on the ground in Baghdad today, the grim task of recovering the bodies of other victims and identifying the 22 confirmed dead continued. In addition to Ms. Younes, the latest to be identified are Reham Al-Farra of Jordan and Alya Souza of Iraq. Marilyn Manuel of the Philippines, who originally had been listed as among the dead, suffered minor injuries and was still in Baghdad.

The UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) said a 100-metre security cordon had been set up around its offices in Baghdad. The agency’s estimated 300 staff members were staying in Iraq, including half of them in the capital.

The UN World Food Programme (WFP) said its food distribution operations would continue through the 44,000 distribution agents of the Iraqi Ministry of Trade.

* * *

Liberia

22 August – Amid hopes that Liberia’s nascent peace process heralds the end of a bitter 14-year war, the United Nations warned today that lawlessness is sweeping the overcrowded, disease-ridden capital Monrovia and that the true extent of the country’s humanitarian crisis is only starting to emerge as aid agencies begin to travel outside the devastated city.

The atmosphere in Monrovia is characterized by insecurity and tension, according to the UN World Health Organization (WHO). Streets are crowded with hundreds of people leaving camps for refugees and internally displaced persons (IDPs) to return to their hometowns. Thousands, meanwhile, still live inside churches, schools, sports facilities and other places that were set up as emergency camps.

Lawlessness remains a problem, WHO said, with reports of shooting in the streets. Private houses and the warehouses of non-governmental organization (NGO) are being looted. So far, the agency’s storage facilities have been spared.

According to WHO, there is no running water in the entire city. Relief agencies continue to provide water and food to the refugees in the camps, but the quantities available are small, sometimes only about two litres of water per person each day for cooking, drinking and hygiene. Monrovia has not been reconnected to electricity either, as the city depends entirely on generators. Hospitals save electricity wherever they can by shutting down power part of the day and switching on emergency generators in case of urgent surgery.

Although malnutrition and high incidents of malaria count among the key health concerns, WHO said the most pressing problem remains the cholera outbreak. Although estimates indicate at least 260 new cases per week – compared to fewer than 25 per week last year – the agency said the figure may be much higher and is working to establish a disease surveillance system. So far, all health partners have agreed on a common case reporting form for priority epidemic prone diseases.

Meanwhile, the issue of access to other parts of Liberia is a major concern. Ross Mountain, UN Special Coordinator for Humanitarian Assistance in Liberia, is currently organizing joint assessment missions into the country’s counties, which should eventually lead to cross-border movement.

Yesterday, he led a second exploratory mission to Tubmanburg, a town about 50 kilometres north of Monrovia, where an estimated 20,000 people have been displaced amid the recent fighting. The mission said health and education were the top areas of concern – all schools were reported destroyed. Today, another UN mission went to Liberia’s second city, Buchanan, where the humanitarian situation is reported to be serious.
Back in the capital, as WHO coordinates all the activities of health agencies on the ground, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said that the first airlift of much-needed relief supplies is expected in Monrovia from nearby Ghana this weekend.

A cargo plane carrying six trucks and basic household supplies for an estimated 10,000 people is scheduled to arrive tomorrow. Additional supplies for an estimated 7,000 people are also expected aboard the MV Overbeck, the rescue ship chartered by UNHCR in July to evacuate Sierra Leonean refugees from Liberia.

* * *

SARS
22 August – A joint team of specialists from two United Nations agencies and the Chinese Government has recommended boosting regulations in the farming, trading and consumption of wildlife to shield against a possible animal reservoir of the virus that causes the Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS).

While it is still unknown whether SARS will return, the World Health Organization (WHO) and the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) are continuing to work closely with Beijing to contain any future outbreaks.

“The fight against SARS is not over. Finding its origin will most likely take years,” said WHO’s Pierre Formenty, a zoonotic disease specialist and joint leader of the mission. “Right now, the need for information is of such urgency that even limited information will be helpful in taking the right control measures.”

The experts visited Guangdong Province – where the disease first appeared late last year – from 13 to 19 August to conduct field visits to markets and farms, research centres, and human health facilities. The team returned to Beijing where it issued the recommendations to senior government officials yesterday.

The team also recommended more serological monitoring of the coronavirus in both animals and humans, as well as continued in-depth human studies of SARS index cases. 

* * *

Angola

22 August – The chief of the United Nation refugee agency, Ruud Lubbers, today urged the Angolan Government to make the rehabilitation of war-damaged areas – particularly the removal of landmines and the restoration of basic services – a top priority so that more refugees will be able to return home soon.

Mr. Lubbers, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), arrived in the capital Luanda late yesterday on final leg of a shortened Africa mission. Due to Tuesday’s terrorist attack on the UN headquarters in Baghdad, Mr. Lubbers will end his mission and return to Geneva on Sunday, cutting short a 10-day, four-nation trip that started in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and originally included Tanzania and Burundi.
Mr Lubbers held a series of meetings today with senior government ministers, including the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Joao Bernardo de Miranda. In their discussions, Mr. Lubbers pledged UNHCR’s continued support for the integration of returning Angolans, adding that the agency was committed to opening up more areas for return.

He appealed to the Government to make the rehabilitation of war-damaged infrastructure a top priority, explaining that in some cases, the lack of infrastructure had slowed down the agency’s progress in opening up some areas for return. “We are trying to open up more and more villages for return but we need the support of the government in this respect,” said Mr. Lubbers told the minister.

The Angolan Government estimates that some 130,000 Angolan refugees have returned home from neighbouring countries. An additional 17,000 have been assisted home by UNHCR since it launched the return programme in June.

So far, 13 communes in the border provinces of Moxico, Zaire and Cuando Cubango are open for return. According to surveys carried out in refugee camps, this figure represents only half the total number of final destinations for refugees still in the DRC, Zambia and Namibia.

* *** *

_________________________________________________________________________________________











22 August 2003

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL


Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.


Good afternoon.

** IRAQ –- SG Meetings
The Secretary-General this morning met with British Foreign Secretary Jack Straw, with whom he discussed the way forward in Iraq, and also touched on Liberia and the upcoming General Assembly session.  The two spoke to reporters afterwards, and the Secretary-General, in response to questions, said he did not exclude the possibility that the Security Council may decide to transform the current operation in Iraq into a UN-mandated multinational force, with other governments coming in.  He added that such a shift “would also imply not just burden sharing, but also sharing decision and responsibility with the others.  If that doesn’t happen, I think it is going to be very difficult to get a second resolution that will satisfy everybody”.

The Secretary-General added that he would be talking to all Security Council members, following the suggestions he gave to the British Foreign Secretary and, yesterday, to US Secretary of State Colin Powell.  He has recommended to Council members that these discussions take place behind closed doors.

Asked about the protection of UN staff in Baghdad, the Secretary-General said that a UN team is on its way to Baghdad now to assess the situation, and added, “There is no doubt that we will have to strengthen our security”.

He has since met with Spanish Foreign Minister Ana Palacio, and, just now, with the UN Ambassadors of Cuba, Malaysia and South Africa, who were representing the Non-Aligned Movement.  Following that meeting, which has just concluded, the Malaysian Ambassador read a statement of support on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement to the United Nations following the Baghdad attack.  The Secretary-General thanked him and said, “This support, coming from your 

116 members, is a source of strength to me personally and to the Organization”.  He said the United Nations would continue its mission to ensure that an Iraqi Government is set up as soon as possible, one established by the people and for the people.

** IRAQ -– Explosion Updates
The Acting High Commissioner for Human Rights, Bertrand Ramcharan, flew to Baghdad and is now accompanying the body of Sergio Vieira de Mello from Baghdad to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, via Geneva where Vieira de Mello’s widow and children were to board the Brazilian plane.  A memorial service is expected to be held in Rio tomorrow.  Funeral and burial arrangements are still being worked out.

In remarks at the airport in Baghdad from where the plane took off earlier today, Benon Sevan, Executive Director of the Iraq Programme, who was in the building at the time of the blast, said Vieira de Mello was so committed to the United Nations until his last breath that even when he was pinned down under the rubble of his office, under the most extreme pain, he told the officer who was trying to rescue him, “Don’t let them pull the mission out”.

On the ground, meanwhile, the grim task of identifying the bodies of the victims of Tuesday’s bombing continues.  The number of dead remains unchanged.  The UN Security Coordinator’s Office has released 10 names, which is available to you.

UNICEF (the UN Children’s Fund) said a 100-metre security cordon had been set up around the UNICEF offices in Baghdad.  UNICEF’s estimated 300 staff members were staying in Iraq, including half of them in the capital.  The World Food Programme said its food distribution operations would continue through the 44,000 distribution agents of the Ministry of Trade.

** IRAQ –- Nabarro
Dr. David Nabarro, a World Health Organization representative who had been in Baghdad at the time of the explosion, described in Geneva today how he had been in the UN compound, just one floor below the office of Sergio Vieira 

de Mello, when the blast hit.  “I was about to go”, he said, “but I had not gotten up, and suddenly, there was this extraordinary thud.  I felt like I had been hit in the back of the neck”.  The people around him, he said, including Ramiro Lopes da Silva, had suffered glass wounds.  As he tried to leave, the corridors were blocked by fallen masonry, and people who were wounded lay scattered all around.

He added that when he arrived at the Canal Hotel that afternoon, security had been meticulous, and had in fact been stepped up because of security worries in general, not necessarily related to the UN.  We have a rather extensive summary of his comments in Geneva today available in my office.

** Oil-for-food
With some 13 weeks until the closure of the United Nations Iraq Programme on November 21, almost half the goods and supplies in the “oil-for-food” pipeline have been prioritized for delivery, as required under Security Council resolution 1483.

Consultations between the Coalition Provisional Authority, Iraqi experts and the United Nations have so far resulted in the prioritization of 

2,422 contracts valued at more than 4.45 billion dollars, including 

606.7 million dollars worth of food items.  Other sectors covered by prioritizations so far include:  oil industry spare parts and supplies –- that’s $1 billion worth; electricity ($844.5 million worth); agriculture 

($530.4 million); water and sanitation ($481.4 million); medicine and health ($271.2 million); and transport and telecommunications ($212.1 million).  We have the full text of the oil-for-food update available upstairs.

** Iraq-Kuwait
The discovery in Iraq of mass graves and the subsequent identification of remains, including those of Kuwaiti missing persons, has brought a sense of closure for family members, the Secretary-General says in his latest report to the Security Council on missing Kuwaiti or third-country nationals in Iraq.  But it has also brought to light the atrocities perpetrated by the previous regime.

In the report, which is available on the racks today, the Secretary-General notes that the High-level Coordinator for Iraq, Yuli Vorontsov, expressed his view in April that the situation in Iraq is now favourable for intensifying efforts to search in earnest for such missing persons.

The Secretary-General strongly encourages continuing collaboration between Iraq and Kuwait within the framework of the Tripartite Commission and the Red Cross.  In light of the ongoing progress on the issue, the Security Council may wish to consider bringing Vorontsov’s mandate to an end by the time his next report is submitted in December.

**Iraq -- UNDP
The UN Development Programme says that it is expected that a reconstruction conference on Iraq will be hosted by the Spanish Government in Madrid on 24 October.  A preparatory meeting to that conference is to take place in Brussels on 3 September.  The work on the needs assessment, which will form the basis for the conference, has almost been completed, in consultation with the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund, and consultations with the Iraqi people, including the Governing Council, are to be completed before the conference takes place.

**Liberia
As more relief supplies arrive in the Liberian capital today, the assessment of humanitarian needs by the UN team in Liberia continues.  Agencies reported that the security situation in the capital, Monrovia, showed signs of improvement but access to the rest of country was limited.  The World Health Organization reports that cholera remains the most pressing problem confronting its workers. 

Meanwhile, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees said the first airlift of much-needed relief supplies for desperate populations in Liberia, among them refugees, is expected in Monrovia from nearby Ghana this weekend.  A cargo plane carrying six trucks and basic household supplies for an estimated 10,000 people is scheduled to arrive in Monrovia tomorrow, Saturday.  Additional supplies for an estimated 7,000 people are also expected aboard the MV Overbeck, the rescue ship chartered by UNHCR in July to evacuate Sierra Leonean refugees from Liberia. 

A UN humanitarian mission that travelled yesterday to Tubmanburg, a town about 50 kilometres north of Monrovia, says health and education were the top areas of concern.  All schools were reported destroyed.  Today, another UN mission went to Buchanan, where the humanitarian situation is reported to be serious.

**Security Council
On the Security Council today, there are no meetings or consultations of the Security Council planned, so far.

**SARS
In China, a joint team of specialists from the World Health Organization, the Food and Agriculture Organization and the Chinese Government has issued a series of recommendations and actions necessary to identify a possible animal reservoir that causes SARS and to contain any future outbreaks.  If you’re interested in that, a press release is upstairs.  And we have the “Week ahead” for you as well, which you can get in my office.


Questions and Answers

Question:  How many security guards were on duty that day, Tuesday, and what are their nationalities?


Spokesman:  No, I don’t have that information on me now.  I’m not even sure I can get it.


Question:  What’s your reaction to today’s New York Times story on the guards?


Spokesman:  You heard what the Secretary-General said this morning in response to your question that investigations are at an early stage and he hadn’t even received a preliminary report, so he wouldn’t want to comment.  On questions like the nationalities of the guards and how many were on duty on a specific day –- that really has to be put to the people in Baghdad.  We don’t get that level of reporting here at Headquarters.


Question:  Will Vieira de Mello’s body be buried in Rio?


Spokesman:  We don’t know.   I think we said that funeral and burial arrangements are still being worked out, so we can’t answer that question today.


Question:  Do you know at this point who, from the UN, would be going to Brazil or from Europe, for the funeral?


Spokesman:  No, I don’t have that information, but as soon as we get it, we’ll squawk it for you.


Question:  The other bodies, where will they go?


Spokesman: The other bodies are subject to the procedures laid down by the coalition authorities for the issuance of a death certificate which requires dental records and other scientific means of identification.  So, that process is still taking place in Baghdad and we don’t know yet when it will be complete.  But the bodies may not be removed from Baghdad until those procedures have been carried out.


Question:  Will the United Nations send an airplane to take them?


Spokesman:  We’ll see.  We’ll make whatever arrangements we think might be necessary.  In the case of Sergio’s body, the Brazilian Government provided the aircraft.  Other governments may offer aircraft for their nationals and we are ready to help in any way we can.


Question:  Will there be a memorial service?


Spokesman:  There’s talk of such a service, but, I think, we want to identify all the bodies and allow all the funerals to take place, and then we’ll talk about some kind of a service here.


Question:  So, every body has now been recovered from the rubble?


Spokesman:  I don’t know if that’s the case.  There’s still the problem of identifying some of the bodies.  Check with me after the briefing.  I’ll check upstairs whether all the bodies have been recovered now or not.  Thank you very much.  [He said afterward that the search through the rubble for bodies is continuing.]

* *** *




UNEP and the Executive Director in the news





� HYPERLINK  \l "Young" ��M2 Presswire - Young environmentalists will gather in Dubna, Russian Federation for United Nations�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Forests" ��Earth Vision - Wild Forests 'Living Museums' of Virtually Extinct Species�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Mongolia" ��ENS - Mongolia Gets UN Help to Face Environmental Degradation*�








* Reported by ENS but not attached to  this brief






































Communications and Public Information, P.O. Box 30552, Nairobi, Kenya 

Tel: (254-2) 623292/93, Fax: [254-2] 62 3927/623692, Email:cpiinfo@unep.org, http://www.unep.org

PAGE  
3

