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Buddha's wisdom is more use to China than a Honda: Martin Woollacott Rapid growth under tight

      political control seems bound to fail 

The young Chinese businessman, asked what he desired most now that he had his new apartment, closed  his eyes and breathed, slowly and fervently, the word "Honda". Heard a decade ago on a trip to southern China, it was an incantation summing up much of what is contradictory and unresolved about personal aspirations in China, the country's long-term ambitions, the future of its people, and the nature of western  investment in the Peoples' Republic. 

      The British industrialists and financiers who accompanied Tony Blair on his Far Eastern travels are players in the great drama of the Chinese economy, as are leading businessmen in all the advanced states. That  economic drama is also unavoidably a political one, particularly as the Chinese regime is fixed on the formula of rapid economic growth and firm political control as the two mutually reinforcing elements that will ensure  its continued existence. Yet there is one simple problem about mass consumption in China, which is that it  cannot work beyond a certain point, if western standards of such consumption - and they are the only ones we seem to know - are to be applied. 

      The head of the UN Environment Programme, Klaus Topfer, said at a meeting in Australia this month that the Chinese aim of quadrupling the size of the economy in the next 20 years was unsustainable. China does  not have the resources needed for such an expan sion, and nor, in many resource categories, does the rest of the world. If China wanted to have the same number of cars per head as Germany, Mr Topfer said, it would have to produce or import 650m vehicles. So much for the "Honda" prayer, since there is not enough metal in the ground to build such a fleet, nor enough oil to fuel it. 

      We have been hearing stories like this about China for 20 or 30 years, including the predictions about its potentially impossible demands on the world's grain supplies. It is also true that grain yields may soar, and that cars in 20 or 30 years' time may not be made of metal or fuelled by oil, or that a prosperous China might be able to avoid the perils of creating a car-owning society on the same scale as America or Europe  without suffering adverse political consequences. And yet, while events often do not bear out worst-case predictions, the difficulties associated with Chinese economic growth are obvious. 

      Politically, the problem is that, with or without more formal democracy, managing a society displaying such a bewildering array of up and down winners and losers as China does today is a truly taxing business.

      Assuaging successful groups who have lost ground or who are not advancing as swiftly as they had

      expected may be as hard as coping with those who have suffered from economic change or who so far have gained little from economic growth. And, if the standard of living achieved by some of the population cannot be generalised to the majority, because of resource and environmental constraints, the strategy of growth plus control in the end must fall. 

      The Chinese government, with the left side of its brain, is looking at ways to reconcile growth with such  constraints, and weighing policies that might enable it to avoid the pollution, waste and environmental damage that development has brought in other countries. But, with the right side of the same brain, it pursues the older objectives of big industry, big army, mechanised agriculture, huge water development schemes, and western material standards for its citizens. In this schizophrenia, it is not too different from  other countries, but the scale in China is so immense that failure would have global consequences. 

      The party, meanwhile, acts swiftly to suppress discontent or opposition whenever it takes an organised  form, even if that opposition is as indirect as that represented by the Falun Gong movement. Falun Gong is  not Chinese religious life at its best. But the older faith traditions of China, also mistrusted and sometimes  persecuted, should ideally be drawn on by its rulers rather than excluded as potentially subversive. For one thing, they teach moderation. Sun Shuyun's fascinating book, recently published, on the 7th century Chinese Buddhist pilgrim Xuanzang is also a reflection on her own life, that of her family, and on the choices  made by modern China. She recalls the Maoist saying "However much we can dream, the land will yield"   which was, depending on point of view, a bold statement of determination or a foolish defiance of nature. 

      Her relatives were literally flung this way and that across China, their lives disrupted and their happiness  compromised, in pursuit of the unreal ambitions of the Chinese state and party at the time. 

      "We were told," she writes "that when everyone's material wants were satisfied, we would all be happy. It  did not occur to me to doubt it; we were lucky if we were not hungry. I did not know that Buddha's path is  called 'the Middle Way', avoiding the extremes of luxury and deprivation." China, it might be argued, is in as much need of the wisdom of the Middle Way as it ever was. 

      The political crisis in Hong Kong is, at one level, a special case because of the territory's unique status and  the "one country, two systems" promise which China made in 1997 and which many Hong Kong people feel it   threatened to break by the introduction of new security laws. But, at another, Hong Kong is representative   of the range of restive and discontented communities in China. The Hong Kong protest was not only about  the security laws but about the poor performance of the man picked by China as chief executive, about unemployment, mishandling of the Sars epidemic, inadequate progress toward a fuller democracy and, more broadly, the city's relative decline since its incorporation into China. 

      In this last respect, the problem is one of the slippage which may, in time, affect many of the regions which  did well in the early stages of the Chinese economic miracle. They can only retain their prosperity if they are very well governed indeed. 

      That ideal combination of freedom and efficiency which people in Hong Kong want is also sought elsewhere in China. It may be that an authoritarian state which has banked on achieving legitimacy through prosperity  can, in the end, decide on limits and reconcile its citizens to those limits without provoking upheaval. Yet,  although democracies are not very good at restraining human desires, it would seem there is a better  chance of making decisions that will be accepted if they follow wide and free discussion of the objectives,  advantages, and disadvantages of different forms of economic development. And perhaps the Buddha is a better guide than a Honda to the best future for China. 

      Ten Thousand Miles Without a Cloud by Sun Shuyun, HarperCollins ___________________________________________________________________________________________

The Jakarta Post

Sustainability first or conflict: UNEP chief 

"Let us developing countries exploit our resources to catch up with developed countries and then we will clean up the environment."

This statement was conveyed by then Indonesian environment minister Emil Salim to then German environment minister Klaus Toepfer on the sidelines of the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in 1992. 

Toepfer, now executive director of the world's most powerful body overseeing the environment, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), recalled Emil's statement on a number of occasions during the week-long Eco-Innovate 03 forum in Sydney last week. 

According to Toepfer, Emil's statement reflected the position of developing countries vis-a-vis developed countries in protecting the environment from the adverse effects of development. 

Despite his background as a minister from a developed country, Germany, Toepfer believed that developed countries owed a lot to developing countries in terms of sustainability issues. 

Therefore, Toepfer noted that official development assistance (ODA) from developed countries to developing countries should not be seen as charity but as an investment in sustainable development. 

"Yes, they are not asking for charity, but investment in the economy for the future," Toepfer said. 

He noted that if developing countries had overcome their economic problems, they could be expected to make better policies for the environment. 

Toepfer even supported a proposal of debt relief for poor nations, which he described as a "debt for debt" solution to the environment. 

"Some people say this is charity, but I would say it's not charity. I believe it is debt for debt because the developed countries have quite a lot of debt to developing countries, in terms of environmental costs, etc. So, it's debt for debt. I insist on this." 

Developed countries, he said, should realize that developing countries offered much more to global development and environmental protection than was recognized. 

Therefore, developed countries should pay more and invest more in developing countries to reduce the gaps between them. Otherwise, conflicts would become inevitable. 

"If we cannot handle this gap, we will have an earthquake." 

The vehicle to achieve a balanced world would be through sustainable development, with full the participation of developed and developing countries. 

Therefore, Toepfer encouraged both developed and developing countries to adopt the "Sustainability First" policy, and not "Markets First" policy, to improve the quality of life without compromising that of future generations. 

He said if the world continued to adopt the "Market First" scenario, the environment and human well-being would not fare well. The human footprint grows, inflicting increasing damage. 

As reliance is placed on market-based approaches, Toepfer noted that global competition increased, demands for environmental goods and services continued to skyrocket, environmental standards continued to fall, and economic interests dominated to the detriment of social and environmental goals. 

Therefore, it was time to shift to the "Sustainability First" scenario which offered more hope for an acceptable future. 

The human footprint could remain at an acceptable size as social and environmental goals were reaffirmed, pressures on the environment were stabilized or curbed, and a strong mix of formal and voluntarily policies supported the efforts of individuals and groups to pursue sustainable development. 

I-Box 

Can you imagine life without CDs? The question was posed by Alan McGilvray, senior country representative for Bayer Australia and New Zealand. 

Of course, it would be hard to imagine modern life without CDs, CD ROMs or DVDs. Or without mundane things like tires for our cars. They are all products of chemicals. 

"So, we are actually improving the quality of life," McGilvray said. 

However, chemical companies like Bayer often became the target for attacks by environmental groups for polluting the environment. 

But attacks against such companies would not help the environment much, United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) executive director Klaus Toepfer said. 

The best way would be to engage them so that they participate in programs to protect the environment, he said. 

By involving these companies in a number of environmental activities under UNEP, for instance, these companies would be subject to public scrutiny and this would improve transparency in their operations, with regards to the environment, Toepfer said. 

"Are these companies part of the problem or part of the solution? We have to make them part of the solution". 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Jakarta Post

Young innovators propose new ways to save the earth 

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the University of New South Wales and Bayer sponsored the inaugural week-long Eco-Innovate 03 in Sydney last week to provide a venue for leading, young eco-innovators from the Asia Pacific region to exchange ideas to preserve the world. The Jakarta Post's Riyadi Suparno accepted an invitation from Bayer to attend the forum.
Using a plant as a botanical pesticide may sound like a novel idea to most people, but not for Rina Rachmawati, a student at the Bogor Institute of Agriculture.

Saddened by the negative impacts of modern farming practices, Rina conducted research to find a botanical pesticide that would not adversely affect the environment. 

After some laboratory tests, she discovered that a weed, Tembelekan or lantana camera could be used as a botanical pesticide to control potato tuber moth Phtorimae opercullela. 

"My work has been inspired by my grievance over the extensive use of synthetic pesticides," she said on the sidelines of Eco-Innovate 03, a forum for young eco-innovators from the Asia Pacific region to exchange ideas on sustainability issues. 

Her work The implementation of simple technology in sustainable agriculture was selected as one of the winners for the Eco-Innovate 03, sponsored by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the University of New South Wales and Bayer. 

Sylviyana Caroline Margaretha from the University of Indonesia got another slot at the Eco Innovate 03 for her work on urban greening to guard against the dangers of pollution and flooding in a big city like Jakarta. 

Aged between 15 and 23, innovators from Asia Pacific countries including Rina and Sylvia were selected for their outstanding ideas for resolving sustainability issues in their neighborhood and surrounding areas. 

These young eco-innovators gathered at the University of New South Wales campus in Sydney last week to exchange ideas to promote sustainability issues. They also learned from people in the industrial sector how to develop their innovative ideas into commercial applications. 

The following is a summary of a selected number of works by these young innovators: * Photocopier of the new era, by Tai Jo Fen of Singapore. 

Paper usage has been on the rise. However, massive consumption of paper will lead to more trees being cut down, and this could lead to deforestation. 

There are a lot of solutions to this problem, and Tai Jo Fen offered one of the solutions, that is through her photocopier of the new era. 

Her idea basically would be to modify photocopier machines so that the photocopier can remove the ink on paper, so that the printed paper can be reused. 

"My concept relies on the photo-conductive property of the drum in the photocopying machines," she said. 

She is now working with her professors at the National University of Singapore to patent her work. * Butterfly-shaped roof by Sylvia Bay of Singapore 

Sylvia Bay's idea is the architectural design of a butterfly-shaped roof that allows rainwater to be channeled, collected and reused. 

As part of her overall design, the water collected can be reused in a reflective pool, as well as more functional uses like flushing toilets and irrigation. 

"I estimate that this butterfly-shaped roof can achieve water savings of up to 30 percent," she said. 

Her proposal is especially relevant in cities where the collection of rainwater is not optimized in individual buildings. * Biotechnology to reduce carbon dioxide emissions by Lamuel Non of the Philippines 

Lamuel Non proposes the use algae to convert carbon dioxide produced by industries into sugars and oxygen through the process of photosynthesis. 

The idea is basically to redirect the carbon dioxide exhaust to algae pools or to compartments with films of algae growth. Through light supplied by light bulbs, photosynthesis takes place among algae utilizing the carbon dioxide from the exhaust and water from the pool to convert them to oxygen and sugars, mainly glucose. 

Not all carbon dioxide molecules are used up in this setup, so an array of moist films that can hold algae are placed above the pool to convert the remaining carbon dioxide to oxygen and sugar. 

"The cost of installing this technology is compensated for by possible economic benefits such as new jobs and income from selling harvested algae and collected oxygen gas," said Non, a graduate of the Mindanao State University. * Cement from sugar production waste by Bonar Laureto of the Philippines 

Bonar Laureto put the byproducts of sugar plants to good use by transforming the sugar waste -- filter cake and bagasse ash -- into cement. 

These two wastes contain complimentary chemicals that can be used as raw material for cement production, he said. 

Laureto, a graduate of the Central Mindanao University and an awardee of the Worldwide Intellectual Property Organization, then designed a method of purifying these wastes to achieve maximum percentage composition of the desired chemicals. Then, they are proportioned to specific amounts that, when allowed chemically to react, forms cement compounds. 

"Cement produced from sugar wastes has strength comparable to that of Portland cement," he said. * Sustainable Energy Generation by Matthew Bishop of New Zealand 

Matthew Bishop, a mechanical engineering student at Canterbury University, sought to investigate ways to improve the efficiency of energy use, and is involved in a project to build a household wind turbine, capable of supplying the entire energy needs of a single house. 

Working with Windflow Technology Ltd, New Zealand, Bishop's technology does not allow more efficient power generation as power generation efficiency increases with size. Rather, a small wind turbine allows more options for a household, especially for folks in remote or windy conditions. * Reducing Computer Garbage by Yue Dong of China 

Yue Dong, a second year Environmental Engineering student at Shanghai Jiaotong University, has investigated the reduction of computer garbage, offering an Internet-based exchange and sales system for used computers. 

His proposal is to build a platform on the internet to collect and dispatch used computers. Owners of used and left-unused computers can register on the website with information on the computer. Whoever wants a computer urgently can search for the information they want on the website. 

For distribution between suppliers and buyers, the website manager can either render agency service. The website can serve to promote the donation of used or spare computers to poor regions and serve as a coordination and transfer center. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
PANA Press

July 23, 2003 

SOMALI PLANTS BECOME NEW TARGETS IN ILLEGAL TRADE 

      Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - A boom in poached "succulent" plants is among the latest threats facing Africa's

      rare and endangered wildlife, an experts meeting in the Kenyan capital has learnt. 

      Delegates attending a two-day meeting of the Lusaka Agreement, also known as the "African Interpol for

      Wildlife," claimed the protected plants are being illegally smuggled from Somalia into Kenya. 

      From Kenya, it is believed, the plants are being exported to Europe and North America as part of the illegal  horticultural garden trade. Clement Mwale, the Intelligence Officer for the Lusaka Agreement, said the illegal  trade in plants from southern Somalia, appeared to be a new and potentially worrying phenomenon "involving sophisticated operators." 

      He said they had evidence that the plants, dry land species resembling aloes with thick fleshy leaves and

      juicy succulent interiors, are being sold for ornamental and medicinal purposes. 

      Mwale said they had traced the trade to a nursery in Europe and one in North America and were trying to

      unravel how the exporters had secured permits from Kenya. 

      "It looks like a new illegal trade but it may have been operating for some time and we have only recently

      been alerted," he said. 

      Wildlife enforcement experts, government officials, wildlife groups and members of the UN Environment

      Programme (UNEP) attended the meeting convened to review progress and pinpoint new threats to fauna

      and flora. 

      It also reviewed progress on a crackdown on other illegal wildlife trade including ivory, animal trophies and skins. 

      A report by the Lusaka Task Force, established to support the anti-poaching agreement by training wardens,  gathering intelligence on criminals, exchanging information between African countries and organisations,  including Interpol and the Convention on the International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES), describes  how over the past 12 months 25 python skins were seized in Nairobi after being smuggled out of Uganda. 

      Other illegal wildlife and wildlife parts confiscated include ivory, weighing 45 kg, which was seized in the

      Bungoma region of western Kenya. 

      The Kenyan authorities are currently holding two people suspected to have smuggled the ivory into the

      country. 

      According to the report, the Task Force, in conjunction with the Kenya National Bureau, also arrested an

      individual in Mombasa allegedly smuggling rare and endangered reptiles and amphibians in Kenya, Tanzania,  Uganda and southern Sudan. 

      The report, delivered to this week's 6th Governing Council of the Lusaka Agreement on Co-operative

      Enforcement Operations Directed at the Illegal Trade in Wild Fauna and Flora, also highlights work in Congo Brazzaville. 

      "There is big trafficking of the wildlife and biodiversity of the Congo Basin in terms of plant materials,

      including timber and medicinal plants, and animal trophies involving illegal traders and officials," said the

      Congo Brazzaville Environment Minister Henri Djombo. 

      He said there was a Mafia-like system at work and added that those involved were using increasingly

      sophisticated methods to hide items to avoid detection. 

      Klaus Toepfer, executive Director of UNEP, which helped broker the Lusaka Agreement, said: "We are

      dealing with theft of the biological resources of Africa. Currently there are six countries who are party to

      this agreement." 

      "Countries, where these products are going, also need to act to close these illegal markets so that those

      involved in poaching cannot profit from their highly damaging, illicit, activities," Toepfer added. 

      The Lusaka Agreement, which came into force in December 1996, has so far six governments who are party to it. 

      These are Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda, Lesotho, Congo Brazzaville and Zambia. South Africa and Rwanda have sent observers to this week's 6th Governing Council meeting.

___________________________________________________________________________________________
 The Yomiuri Shimbun/Daily Yomiuri 

July 25, 2003 

Toyota taking applicants for eco-grant program 

      Toyota Motor Corp. on Thursday began accepting applications for the fiscal 2003 Toyota Environment  Activities Grant, a program dedicated to supporting environmental revitalization and conservation activities at home and abroad, the automaker said. 

      The program was launched in 2000 to commemorate the company's receipt in 1999 of the Global 500 Award  for Environmental Achievement from the U.N. Environment Program. Toyota inaugurated the program as a three-year project to be concluded in 2003. 

      However, Toyota, recognizing the positive feedback from Japan and overseas, decided to extend the grant program "to further demonstrate its social and environmental responsibility," it said in a statement. 

      Applications will be accepted until Aug. 24. Successful applicants will be notified in writing in late October. 

      The e-mail address of the program secretariat is: toyota-ecogrant@mri.co.jp ___________________________________________________________________________________________
The Nation

24 July 2003

Get Supplies Locally, Agencies Told

 An international aid and trade conference got under way in Nairobi yesterday, with African governments

      urging relief agencies to buy humanitarian supplies from the continent. 

      This would strengthen African economies and boost their capacity to provide emergency relief, two Cabinet  ministers from Kenya and Uganda said. 

      Kenya's Trade and Industry minister Mukhisa Kituyi and Uganda's Gender, Labour and Social Development  minister Bakoko Bakoru said Africa must now partner with development agencies. Dr Kituyi said such an arrangement would compel African manufacturers to boost their product quality. 

      But aid agencies must insist that the products meet the set international standards, Dr Kituyi said. 

      "The aid agencies should not do it as a philanthropy but force it upon us to improve the quality of the

      products. 

      "This would challenge producers who may not have felt the need to improve the quality of their supplies to

      change," he said. 

      He added: "This will be an opportunity for us not just to showcase what can be produced locally but also

      prove that such products can meet the required standards". 

      On her part, Mrs Bakoru said sourcing supplies from Africa would help reduce poverty. 

      "Buying the supplies locally would reduce poverty by building the people's capacity to produce. This is an

      opportunity for the North to assist the South to be self-reliant and not depend on hand-outs," she said. 

      "We want to build a partnership where we give and they take and they give and we take," she added. 

      The conference, being held for the first time in Africa, brings together exhibitors from across the globe. It

      has previously been held annually in both Geneva and New York. 

      Participating in the exhibitions are manufacturers and service providers from the private and public sectors,

      and also non-governmental organisations. 

      In most African states, said Dr Kituyi, demand for basic requirements surpasses the national reserves for

      food, water shelter, healthcare and education. 

      An approach bringing together all the players was therefore needed in alleviating problems arising from such shortfalls. 

      He said Kenya was currently developing a refugee policy which when eventually implemented would boost

      the status of the refugees currently accommodated in camps especially in the Northern parts of the

      country. 

      The country was also involved in negotiations with its neighbouring sister states of Uganda and Tanzania to

      enhance their infrastructure and communication networks necessary for increased trade. 

      United Nations Environment Programmes deputy director for Africa Alexander L. Alusa said partnership

      among African states would help consolidate democracy and sound economic management to promote

      peace, security and "people-centred" development. 

      He cited the New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD) saying it was bound to succeed as it was a "homegrown ", having been created and directed and implemented by African leaders themselves.
___________________________________________________________________________________________

ONASA News Agency 

SARAJEVO CANTON GOVERNMENT DISCUSSES RADIOACTIVITY IN CANTON 

      SARAJEVO, July 23 (ONASA) - The Sarajevo Canton Government on Wednesday discussed an information on the findings of the UN Environmental Program on the radioactivity status in the canton, with regards to the presence of depleted uranium in municipality Hadzici. 

      "The Government concluded that the information is incomplete, and that the problem should be approached

      strategically," said Mustafa Kovac, head of the Cantonal Civil Protection Headquarters. The Government

      concluded that the Civil Protection Headquarters should create a detailed report, containing suggestions as

      to how to protect the public from radioactivity. 

      "The decontamination process was pulled to a stop when the Government, for some reasons, failed to

      allocate the necessary assets," said Kovac. 

      The Government also discussed an information on the situation of shelters in the Canton, concluding that

      the Civil Protection Headquarters should create a strategy for reconstructing the nine shelters with minimal

      expenses. 

      A total of 300,000 KM were allocated for the protection of the beds and banks of rivers in the Canton. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Whales' recovery 'vastly overestimated'

     By Alex Kirby 

     BBC News Online environment correspondent 

     Several great whale species were once far more abundant than records suggest, geneticists say. 

     They think there were about 10 times more fin and humpback whales in the North Atlantic than modern estimates claim. 

     But minke whale numbers appear historically to have been much closer to current populations. 

     The findings could radically change the terms of the debate on a possible resumption of whaling. 

     The geneticists, from the universities of Stanford and Harvard, US, report their findings in the magazine Science. 

     Clear implication 

     To estimate the size of whale populations before commercial hunting began, they studied genetic variation in the maternally-inherited mitochondrial DNA of North Atlantic fins, humpbacks and minkes. 

     They found a "surprisingly high" degree of variation, implying a correspondingly large population size for those species in the past. 

             North Atlantic whales pre-whaling 

             Fins: IWC suggests 40,000, authors 360,000 

             Humpbacks: IWC 20,000, authors 240,000 

             Minkes: IWC 130,000, authors 265,000 

     Stephen Palumbi, professor of biological sciences at Stanford, is co-author of the report. 

     He said: "The genetics of populations has within it information about the past. If you can read the amount of genetic variation - the difference in DNA from one individual whale to another - and calibrate that, then you can estimate the historic size of the population. 

     "A small population tends to weed out all of its genetic differences through inbreeding. A large population, by contrast, should have a lot more genetic variation." 

     Estimates of historic population size are made by the International Whaling Commission (IWC)  on the basis of whaling records dating back to the mid-19th century. 

     Patchy evidence 

     But Professor Palumbi and the report's lead author, Joe Roman of Harvard, write: "Reliable  estimates of former whale abundances are elusive. 

     "Whaling logbooks provide clues, but may be incomplete, intentionally under-reported, or fail to consider hunting loss." 

     Their own study of fin whales, second in size only to the 30-metre blue whale, concludes that the IWC's historic estimates are far too low. 

     The commission thinks there were once about 40,000 North Atlantic fins, and that they have  recovered to an all-time high of about 56,000. 

     But the authors' genetic comparison of 235 fins shows a pre-whaling population of probably  about 360,000 animals. 

     They reach a similar conclusion with humpbacks, which the IWC estimates now number about 10,000, half the apparent historic high of 20,000 whales. 

     Roman and Palumbi compared DNA samples from 188 humpbacks to reach their own historic estimate of about 240,000 animals. 

     Eager whalers 

     Professor Palumbi judges from this that the global humpback population could have been as high as 1.5 million whales, against an IWC figure of 100,000. 

     The immediate significance of what Roman and Palumbi are saying lies in the debate over the resumption of commercial whaling, suspended since 1986 under an IWC moratorium. There is  pressure, led by Japan, Norway and Iceland, to lift the moratorium. 

     The IWC says there can be no whaling until populations have returned to at least 54% of their historic levels. 

     Other arguments aside, that could mean North Atlantic humpbacks being killed again some time within the next decade. 

     But the genetic analysis suggests whaling should not start for something like 70 or 100 years. 

     Key species 

     On minke whales, Roman and Palumbi conclude the original North Atlantic population was  about 265,000, roughly twice the number the IWC thinks are there now. 

     Hunting decisions about the minkes, the authors say, "must be based on other data". 

     Professor James Estes, of the US Geological Survey, said the loss of more than 800,000 fins,  humpbacks and minkes from the North Atlantic would not have been an isolated event and was likely to have altered the entire web of life. 

     Dr Doug Butterworth, a mathematician specialising in fisheries population modelling, from the University of Cape Town, is sceptical about the research. 

     He told the BBC: "If the genetics is right, then either our estimates of past catches are very wrong or there's been some major ecological shift in the oceans. Where is the stuff all these  whales were eating? 

     "There may be questions about the accuracy of our figures. They may be two or three times  out, but even that's pushing it. They're not five to ten times out." 

     Humpback and fin whale images courtesy of the US National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Climate Research Called No Excuse for Inaction 

                      WASHINGTON, DC, July 24, 2003 (ENS) - The Bush administration today released a 10 year research strategy for developing knowledge of climate change and its potential impacts on the environment and human lives. The strategic plan builds on the expertise of 13 federal departments and agencies, including the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). Critics say the comprehensive study should not replace action to curb U.S. emissions of  greenhouse gases. 

                      "We have strong evidence of global warming and high degree of  consistency," said Dr. Warren Washington, a senior scientist at the National Center for Atmospheric Research in Boulder, Colorado, who is involved in  creating and carrying out the research plan. "There is uncertainty over exactly  how much it is going to warm over next 100 years." 

                      "One of the aspects we will be looking at carefully," Washington said, "is what happening in the North Atlantic as the sea ice and glaciers melt and add fresh water to ocean circulation, and may change the transport of warm water in the Gulf Stream." It is the potential for effects like this to trigger abrupt  changes in the global climate that scientists will be studying, he told reporters today. 

                     The plan emerged from months of consultations by federal experts, independent scientists, nongovernmental organizations, members of the general public and international specialists who make up the Climate Change

Science Program (CCSP), a joint federal program of President George W. Bush's Committee on Climate Change Science and Technology Integration. 

                      The CCSP strategic plan’s vision is “a nation and the global community empowered with the science based knowledge to manage the risks and opportunities of change in the climate and related environmental systems.” 

                      The plan outlines five scientific goals aimed at addressing key questions and uncertainties: 

                         1.Extend knowledge of the Earth's past and present climate and

                           environment, including its natural variability, and improve

                           understanding of the causes of observed changes. 

                         2.Improve understanding of the forces bringing about changes in the

                           Earth's climate and related systems. 

                         3.Reduce uncertainty in projections of how the Earth's climate and

                           environmental systems may change in the future. 

                         4.Understand the sensitivity and adaptability of different natural and

                           managed systems to climate and associated global changes. 

                         5.Explore the uses and identify the limits of evolving knowledge to

                           manage risks and opportunities related to climate variability and

                           change. 

                      But environmentalists say no matter how many scientific puzzles are solved, if  the politicians do not integrate these solutions into their policymaking, climate change cannot be curbed. 

                      Dr. Daniel Lashof, science director of the Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC), said today, "We should learn as much as possible about global warming. The question is, what happens in the White House when the coal  and oil companies don't like the results. The Bush administration has a history                      of sweeping science under the rug when it undermined their political agenda. That's what happened last month when the White House suppressed global warming findings in a major EPA report." 

Dr. Ari Patrinos, director of the U.S. Energy Department's Office of Science's biological and environmental research division, told reporters today, "We will not be dabbling into policy. At the same time, we're not just throwing information over the wall and hoping it will stick somewhere useful. It will be more of a dialogue that may translate into useful policy." 

                      Senator Joseph Lieberman, a Connecticut Democrat, has called for a Senate hearing to investigate reports of federal agencies manipulating science to support Bush administration policies. In a July 15 letter to Senate Environment  and Public Works Committee Chairman James Inhofe, an Oklahoma                      Republican and and Ranking Member Jim Jeffords, a Vermont Independent, Lieberman said, "Given the skepticism surrounding the veracity of the Administration's statements on environmental issues, I believe that any hearing on this issue must be held under oath." 

                      In his letter, Lieberman quoted Jeremy Symons, a former EPA climate policy adviser, who wrote in the "Washington Post" on July 13, "What began with the Bush administration exercising its discretion over policy choices on global warming has devolved into attempts to suppress scientific information. These                      efforts jeopardize the credibility of federal agencies and the information they provide to Congress and the public." 

                      The need to limit global warming is urgent, according to two experts from the Harvard Medical School and Duke University speaking for the nonprofit Civil Society Institute, who expressed their concern earlier this month that droughts fueled by unchecked global warming would touch off more wildfires                      and a rise in related public health problems. 

                      "The rise of U.S. wildfires is turning global warming into a real and direct health threat for American adults and children," said Paul Epstein, MD, associate director, Center for Health and the Global Environment at Harvard Medical School. "The chief concern has to be that global warming, if left unchecked, will mean more intense weather extremes, including drought. The resulting, and worsening, wildfire problems in the United States could well mean a steadily increasing toll in the related health problems." 

Professor William Schlesinger, dean of Duke University's Nicholas School of the Environment and Earth Sciences, said that due in large part to global warming,the stage is now set for wildfires to rage out of control to an extent not seen before. "Global warming is causing much of the world's water to evaporate,  leaving dry vulnerable forests." 

                      Research under the U.S. Climate Change Science Program is sponsored by 13 federal agencies - the Agency for International Development, the Departments of Agriculture, Commerce, Defense, Energy, Health and Human Services, Interior, State, and Transportation, the Environmental Protection Agency, the                      National Institutes of Health, the National Aeronautics and Space Administration, the National Science Foundation, and the Smithsonian Institution. 

                      Scientists from these agencies will undertake programs in climate modelling, atmosphere radiation measurement, atmospheric science, the terrestrial carbon  cycle, the ocean carbon cycle, and ecosystem research program, and finally will produce an integrated assessment, according to Dr. Raymond Orbach, the Energy Department's director of the Office of Science. 

                      The EPA's participation in the climate research effort is headed by Dr. Paul Gilman, who serves in the dual roles of EPA science advisor and assistant administrator for the Office of Research and                      Development. "This plan will support scientific discovery and excellence," Dr. Gilman said. "The                     partnerships will produce high quality, science based knowledge that we will use as the platform for policies                      that protect the Earth's environment." 

                      The NRDC's Lashof says the pursuit of knowledge should not be a reason to avoid action. "We know enough to know that's its time to start fixing the problem," he said. "Scientists agree that heat-trapping carbon pollution is causing global warming. They say that if we don't take sensible action soon, it                      will be too late. Research should not be an excuse to put off solutions." 

                      Schlesinger says the problem of global warming is urgent. "The most important thing for the public to understand about this is that our nation needs to curb its emissions of carbon dioxide. We are altering the climate of the planet to a point never before seen." 

With about five percent of the world's population, the United States emits some 25 percent of                                               the world's greenhouse gases.  Under the administration of President Bush, the United States has backed out of the Kyoto Protocol originally signed under President Bill Clinton. 

President Bush says U.S. participation in the international agreement to limit the emission of six greenhouse gases would be too costly for the good of the U.S. economy. 

While the President did not comment today on the release of the climate research plan, he made his views on the issue clear in June 2001, saying, "I've  asked my advisors to consider approaches to reduce greenhouse gas                      emissions, including those that tap the power of markets, help realize the promise of technology and ensure the widest possible global participation." 

"Our actions should be measured as we learn more from science and build on it," President Bush said. "Our approach must be flexible to adjust to new information and take advantage of new technology. We must always act to ensure continued economic growth and prosperity for our citizens and for citizens throughout the world."
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General Environmental news

Belgium to fund afforestation programme in Kenya 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Belgium said it would offer Kenya an undisclosed amount of funds to promote its afforestation programmes in arid and semi-arid lands of the country, Belgian ambassador Frederic Renard said here on Thursday. The ambassador was speaking when he paid Kenya's minister for environment and natural resources, Newton Kulundu, a courtesy call in his office. Renard said that Kenya needed extensive afforestation to replace logged trees that have so far caused desertification, leading to famine in most parts of northern Kenya. "The Belgian government will fund afforestation programmes in the affected areas to create room for further development," Renard said.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng005475&dte=24/07/2003
Algeria, Tunisia in joint forest fire manoeuvres 

Algiers, Algeria (PANA) - Algeria and Tunisia have been holding joint exercises on extinguishing forest fires along their border in the Tunisian region of Tabarka, the civil defense unit of Tarf prefecture, about 600 km east of Algiers, disclosed here yesterday. Over 140 Algerian and Tunisian emergency preparedness personnel participated in the exercises during which fire fighters of the two countries exchanged experiences in forest fire control. The manoeuvres are part of efforts to revitalize the convention for the fight against forest fires along their borders signed between Algeria and Tunisia in 1985.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng005391&dte=24/07/2003
State urged to protect forest from destruction

The NATION: The Government has been urged to gazette Gwassi Hills in Suba District as a forest reserve to save it from environmental degradation.  Conservationists and community leaders said yesterday that the failure to classify the forest had frustrated conservation efforts, resulting in massive encroachment and destruction of indigenous trees.  Half of the 12,140-hectare forest has been destroyed by charcoal burners, farmers and traditional healers harvesting herbs.  The destruction has adversely affected rainfall patterns in the area and caused soil erosion and siltation in rivers draining into Lake Victoria, according to Osienala, an environmental NGO based in Kisumu.  Mr. Peter Mireri, an Osienala scientist, said: "The depletion of resources on Gwassi Hills has had a serious impact.   "Water flow from springs has dropped, deep gullies have developed due to erosion, there has been loss of biodiversity and crop yields have gone down."  He said that Osienala (friends of Lake Victoria) had, in collaboration with the African Endangered Wildlife (AFEW), launched a conservation campaign to help conserve the hills' plants. 

http://www.nationaudio.com/News/DailyNation/Today/News/News51.html
Elephant Abusers to Be Sentenced Next Week

South African Press Association (Johannesburg): The abusers of 30 elephants brought from the Tuli block in Botswana in 1998 will be sentenced in the Pretoria Regional Court on Tuesday. The owners of the elephants, Riccardo Ghiazza and his company African Game Properties, were convicted in April of contravening the Animals Protection Act by doing nothing to stop the ill treatment of the elephants. Student handler, Wayne Stockigt, was found guilty of cruelly beating the animals on two occasions. Contraventions of the act are punishable by the imposition of a fine or maximum imprisonment of 12 months. In final argument before sentencing, State prosecutor Johann Kok, told the court on Thursday the object of the act was to prevent animals being treated in a way that would offend the finer sensibilities of society. The only sure way of punishment was of making use of the powers in the act.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200307250009.html
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UN or UNEP in the news

Young innovators propose new ways to save the earth 
The Jakarta Post, July 25, 2003 - The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the University of New South Wales and Bayer sponsored the inaugural week-long Eco-Innovate 03 in Sydney last week to provide a venue for leading, young eco-innovators from the Asia Pacific region to exchange ideas to preserve the world. The Jakarta Post's Riyadi Suparno accepted an invitation from Bayer to attend the forum.
http://www.thejakartapost.com/detailfeatures.asp?fileid=20030725.P01&irec=0 

Sustainability first or conflict: UNEP chief 
The Jakarta Post, July 25, 2003 - "Let us developing countries exploit our resources to catch up with developed countries and then we will clean up the environment."
This statement was conveyed by then Indonesian environment minister Emil Salim to then German environment minister Klaus Toepfer on the sidelines of the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in 1992. 
Toepfer, now executive director of the world's most powerful body overseeing the environment, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), recalled Emil's statement on a number of occasions during the week-long Eco-Innovate 03 forum in Sydney last week

http://www.thejakartapost.com/detailfeatures.asp?fileid=20030725.P02&irec=1 

General environment news


Quake Killed 16, Injured 584 in SW China
Xinhua News Agency July 24, 2003) - As of 1:00 pm Wednesday, the earthquake in Dayao County of Yunnan Province, southwest China, had killed 16 and injured 584, the Ministry of Civil Affairs said. 
Of those injured in the earthquake, 104 were seriously wounded, the ministry said, and the lives and livelihoods of 1.25 million people had been affected. 
Some 1,508 heads of livestock died, 24,000 residential houses collapsed and 1,186,000 houses were damaged. http://china.org.cn/english/2003/Jul/70719.htm 

China floods leave 3.5 million homeless
BEIJING: More than 3.5 million people have been left homeless by floods ravaging China, the International Federation of Red Cross said on Tuesday as it launched an emergency appeal for help. "An enormous number of people are living under plastic sheeting or in tents on top of the very dykes whose rupture destroyed their homes and their fields," said Alisdair Henley, head of the Red Cross's delegation in Beijing.
http://jang.com.pk/thenews/jul2003-daily/23-07-2003/world/w3.htm 

Economic Cooperation Basis and Pillar of Asia-Europe Cooperation: Chinese Vice-premier 
The People’s Daily, July 24, 2003 -Economic cooperation is the basis and pillar of Asia-Europe cooperation, said Chinese Vice-Premier Wu Yi at ASEM in Dalian Thursday. 
Addressing the fifth Economic Ministers Meeting (EMM) of Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM), Wu said ASEM is an important bridge between Asia and Europe.
… Wu said this session of the ASEM EMM, held not long before the World Trade Organization (WTO) Cancun ministerial meeting, is therefore "very important."
http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/200307/24/eng20030724_120915.shtml 


No progress in WTO farm talks
AFP - Australian officials say negotiators at the WTO have made no progress towards breaking a deadlock on freeing agricultural trade, despite recent reforms of the European Union's farm policy.
He said the issue of market access would be key to reaching agreement on terms - or "modalities" - for agricultural negotiations at a ministerial meeting of the World Trade Organization in Cancun, Mexico, from September 10 to 14.
But he said he had seen no shift in the EU position on the issue, after informal meetings this week, although an Australian government assessment of European agricultural subsidy reforms was "modestly" positive.
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/Business/story_50500.asp
|


Taxing trade tariff issue to be tackled 
Stuff (New Zealand), 24 July 2003 (By VERNON SMALL) - Nostalgic souls might like to stock up on their New Zealand-made "I survived behind a tariff barrier" T-shirts. 
After imposing a five-year freeze in 2000, the Cabinet is poised to approve a resumption in tariff cuts. This could yet see most of them go by Apec's voluntary deadline of 2010 for developed nations. 
It seems certain that the most vulnerable industries - textiles, clothing and footwear (TCF) - will face the least onerous regime and will at worst have their border protection phased out over seven years. 
Recommendations from officials on the post-2005 regime are due to reach the full Cabinet by the end of this month. However, there are strong political pressures to continue the freeze in the light of possible job losses and the advantages of avoiding further unilateral cuts while free trade bargaining is warming up ahead of the World Trade Organisation's Cancun meeting. 
http://www.stuff.co.nz/stuff/0,2106,2578235a13,00.html

WTO's Cancun meet might fail if issues of poor sidelined: India
India Express, 20th July 2003 (By IndiaExpress Bureau) - Sidelining of the developing world's concerns by the rich countries might lead to the failure of the upcoming WTO Ministerial Meeting in Cancun, Mexico, Union Minister of State for Commerce and Industry Satyabrata Mookherjee warned today. 
"Unless positive action is forthcoming from developing countries on issues of concern to the developing countries, it may be difficult to have positive results at the Cancun Ministerial Conference," Mookherjee said at a seminar on WTO in New Delhi.
http://www.indiaexpress.com/news/regional/delhi/20030720-1.html
Khosru criticises developed nations for subsidising agriculture sector
The Daily Star Business Report - Commerce Minister Amir Khosru Mahmud Chowdhury yesterday criticised the developed nations for highly subsidising their agricultural sector. 
He said due to such increased subsidy, it has become virtually impossible to enter their markets. 
"Developed countries provide a subsidy of two dollars for one cow per day, whereas maximum people living in the least developed countries (LCDs) earn less than two dollars a day," said the minister. 
He asked the developed countries to reduce amount of their subsidy in the agriculture sector. 
The minister was speaking at the concluding ceremony of a two-day meeting on Defending Life, Lifestyles and Collective Needs: Peoples' Strategies and Policy Options organised by Unnayan Bikalper Nitinirdharani Gobeshona (UBINIG), Policy Research for Development Alternative, in Dhaka. 
The two-day meeting was organised to discuss issues ahead of the 5th WTO ministerial meeting to be held in Cancun, Mexico in September.

http://www.thedailystar.net/2003/07/16/d30716050343.htm
Foreign trips: Vajpayee recounts feats in LS
Newindpress, India - 23 Jul 2003 - ….On India's participation as one of the 14 developing countries at the G-8 meet in Evian, he said though the Kyoto Protocol has not been ratified, the encouragement of Clean Energy Development should be pursued through incentives and Transfer of Technologies as envisaged in it.
As part of the ``normal sequence'' of annual summits, Vajpayee said he will visit Russia in the near future. He also informed the Lok Sabha that German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder will visit India next year. Inia and Russia, he said, had agreed to continue the wide-ranging interaction between them.
http://www.newindpress.com/Newsitems.asp?ID=IEH20030723140139&Title=Top+Stories&rL
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www.ips.org
SCIENCE-US:
Bush Plan Seeks ”Second Opinion” on Global Warming 

Stephen Leahy 


BROOKLIN, Canada, Jul 24 (IPS) - The George W. Bush administration announced a new 10-year plan Thursday to study the ”uncertainty” around global climate change -- instead of taking action to fix it, scientists and environmentalists say. 

”The Bush administration is using the scientific uncertainty around climate change to delay taking concrete actions in reducing its greenhouse gas emissions,” Steven Guilbeault, a political advisor for Greenpeace International, told IPS. 

”It's clear to everyone that this is a delaying action,” he said. 

Eight years ago, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), involving more than 2,000 scientists from 100 countries, agreed that human-produced emissions of greenhouse gases, primarily from burning oil, coal and natural gas, were changing the planet's climate. 

Given the enormous ramifications, most countries, including the United States under Pres. Bill Clinton, signed on to the Kyoto Protocol in 1997, which commits countries in the North to small reductions in their greenhouse gas emissions. 

However, not long after taking power, Bush withdrew from Kyoto and backed away from campaign promises to regulate carbon dioxide emissions from coal-fired power plants. Bush argued that reducing emissions of fossil fuels would cost too much, and that the science around the causes and impacts of climate change were too uncertain. 

This selective use of the fact that few things in science are ever 100 percent certain irks Michael MacCracken, an atmospheric scientist who headed U.S. efforts to determine the impacts of global warming from 1993 to 2001. 

”This administration appears to have no uncertainty about the safety of genetically modified foods, another new and complex scientific endeavour,” MacCracken told IPS. 

”We can't wait until we have perfect knowledge on climate change,” he said. 

An outline of the goals and objectives of the 10-year plan is contained in the 330-page ”U.S. Climate Change Science Program Strategic Plan” released today. It is intended to bring together expertise from 13 federal agencies that are spending 4.5 billion dollars per year on programmes that touch on climate change. 

Under ”CCSP Priorities”, the plan lists ”three broad sets of scientific uncertainties: atmospheric distributions and effects of aerosols; climate feedbacks and sensitivity, initially focusing on polar feedbacks; and carbon sources and sinks, focusing particularly on North America.” 

The plan does not mention mandatory emissions reductions or other active steps. Rather, it promises that U.S. researchers will produce 20 new reports on various aspects of climate change over the next four years. 

U.S. Secretary of Commerce Don Evans also announced a 103-million-dollar, two-year federal initiative to accelerate the deployment of new global observation technologies. 

But many scientists note that a vast amount of research on this topic has already been completed. MacCracken was involved with the IPCC, an intense and laborious process that sorts through the enormous amount of scientific data on climate. More remarkably, the scientists and government representatives from more than 150 countries have managed to reach a consensus. 

”Scientists around the world recognise the threat of climate change and the need to act now, not a decade from now as Bush suggests in his new plan,” said Guilbeault. 

MacCracken agrees that the Bush administration is ignoring the international scientific community. While allowing the need for additional research ”the new plan looks like it could be a stall,” he said. 

Greenpeace and other environmental groups are convinced it is a deliberate attempt to stall action by insisting on more research. U.S. citizens are worried about climate change and this is a way for Bush to defend his administration from accusations they are doing nothing, says Guilbeault. 

But people in the United States have moved ahead of Bush on the issue, says MacCracken, who spent years meeting with the public. They are already asking what they can do in their lives to moderate and prepare for the impacts of climate change, he says. 

The state of Maine has formally committed to reduce its emissions by 70 to 80 percent and dozens of regions and cities in the United States are moving in the same direction, Guilbeault observes. The city of San Francisco will soon be the leading producer of solar energy in the world. 

”Solutions are there, it's just that Bush and his backers at Exxon don't like them: More solar, wind, energy efficiency and conservation,” Guilbeault said. 

Only two days before the release of Bush's Climate Change Science Program Strategic Plan, NASA released satellite photos on its website that clearly show the rapid retreat of the massive Greenland ice sheet. (END/2003)
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T H U R S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
Liberia

*
UN envoy confirms Nigeria ready to deploy 2 battalions 

*
Security Council welcomes imminent deployment of West African troops 

*
Situation ‘simply horrendous,’ UN envoy for war-affected children says

Other news

*
DR of Congo: UN mission condemns latest massacre as ‘unspeakable savagery’

*
UN relief organizations in Iraq to take extra security measures following attacks

*
Withdrawal line between Israel and Lebanon remains calm but tense – Annan

*
Afghanistan set for biggest wheat crop in two decades – UN agency

*
Cyprus: Security Council reaffirms position on situation of Varosha

*
Bosnian Serb involved in cliff-edge massacre pleads guilty at UN tribunal


*
Uzbekistan: UN human rights panel deplores executions 

*
UN expert on freedom of religion set to visit Romania

* * * *

Liberia

24 July – Responding to persistent appeals for the deployment of an international force in war-riven Liberia, Nigeria has agreed to send two battalions to the West African nation to be the vanguard of a broader engagement by the international community, the senior United Nations envoy to the country said today.

Speaking to reporters following his briefing to the Security Council on the latest developments in Liberia, Jacques Klein, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative, said the latest plan is to have a battalion of Nigerian troops from the UN Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) re-deploy to the Liberian capital Monrovia. That force, which had been scheduled to rotate back to Nigeria, would be joined shortly afterwards by another battalion currently in Lagos.

Meanwhile in Freetown, the capital of Sierra Leone, Nigeria’s Chief of Army Staff, Lt. Gen. Martin Luther Agwai met with senior UNAMSIL officials to discuss such plans. Members of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), the UNAMSIL Force Commander, Lt. Gen. Daniel Opande, and representatives of the United States military also joined in the talks.

Confirming that his country would be deploying two battalions, Gen. Agwai told reporters that a final decision on the departure date was still to be taken. When ECOWAS forces move in, he added, they would remain in Liberia until combatants were disarmed and elections held. “We will do there exactly what we did in Sierra Leone. I hope groups fighting in Liberia will soon realize they have to stop,” General Agwai said.

For his part, Mr. Klein stressed that the situation in Liberia was such that “we stand between two options: hope and disaster. Hope that we can quickly move troops in, stop the killing, stabilize the situation. Disaster, nothing is done.”

The UN envoy noted that the key to the Nigerian deployment was speed and timeliness. “Hopefully once that ECOWAS structure was in place, that would trigger the American response,” he said, adding that in the meantime, the US Government has offered $10 million to help sustain the logistical needs of the battalions.

“Once we have a safe and stable environment, then we can send in an assessment team to determine what is needed,” Mr. Klein said. “But the country is basically destroyed, so it means major rebuilding across the spectrum of health care, education, rebuilding police, rebuilding military – the whole spectrum of what a civil society is all about.”
* * *

Liberia: Security Council

24 July – Concerned about the worsening situation in Liberia, members of the United Nations Security Council today welcomed the pending deployment of a West African force to the war-torn nation, including troops from Nigeria.

In a statement to the press, the Council President, Ambassador Inocencio F. Arias of Spain, said the 15-nation body welcomed the imminent deployment of a vanguard force of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), including two Nigerian battalions, and called on the international community to support the alliance’s efforts.

The statement said Council members expressed their concern for the continuing deterioration of the security situation and the ongoing humanitarian crisis in Liberia.

Council members “emphasized that all parties to the conflict must honour the ceasefire and commit themselves to finalize a comprehensive peace agreement as soon as possible,” Ambassador Arias said. They also “reiterated that President [Charles] Taylor must honour his commitment to leave Liberia so that the transitional government can be installed and peace restored.”

Ambassador Arias said the members also urged the rebel Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD) to immediately stop its indiscriminate shelling of the capital Monrovia.

* * *

Liberia

24 July – The United Nations envoy for war-affected children today called for the urgent deployment of an international intervention force in Liberia, where he described the situation as “simply horrendous” with the population being held hostage by warring groups.

At a press briefing at UN Headquarters in New York, Olara Otunnu, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative for Children and Armed Conflict, said humanitarian access “is now next to zero” as 70 per cent of the population has been cut off from any access to water, sanitation, food and medical attention for months.

Mr. Otunnu, who returned yesterday from a weeklong mission to Senegal and Côte d’Ivoire, said it was critical to deploy “a force that would not only be in place and observe the situation on the ground, but would actually act to ensure humanitarian access, to ensure the protection of civilian populations when they are being threatened and to ensure the enforcement and observation of an agreed ceasefire.”

He was in the war-ravaged region to attend a meeting organized by the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) to rally a concerted response to the crisis. He also met with UN agencies on the ground, as well as a number of government ministers from West African countries meeting in Dakar, Senegal, to plan for the possible deployment of a joint intervention force.

“The developments in Monrovia have implications, of course in the first instance for Liberia, but more broadly for the entire sub-region, which is why the discussions in Dakar on a sub-regional approach were so important,” Mr. Otunnu noted.

Meanwhile, UN national staff in Liberia reported that the situation in Monrovia was getting worse. A water supply station from outside the capital at the town of White Plains was destroyed, leaving virtually the entire city of one million people without clean water.

Humanitarian agencies called on rebel and government forces to stop fighting long enough to allow for the water supply station at White Plains to be repaired. If the clean water supply is not quickly restored, lethal diseases such as cholera will spread quickly, they warned.

* * *

DR of Congo

24 July – The United Nations Organization Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUC) has condemned the recent massacre of 22 people, including women and children, in the strife-torn northeast of the country as “unspeakable acts of savagery” and said their perpetrators would be brought to justice.

MONUC has sent a reconnaissance mission to assess the situation at the massacre site in Nizi, 40 kilometres north of Bunia, the main town in the mineral-rich Ituri region, where hundreds of people have been killed in recent months in a surge of fighting between rival ethnic militias.

“We do not understand the reason for such unspeakable acts of savagery,” MONUC spokesman Hamadoun Touré said. “They will not go unpunished.”

Preparations are continuing for the deployment of UN Task Force 2 in Ituri with the arrival in Bunia of Bangladeshi troops, part of a projected 3,800-strong contingent that will take over from the French-led Interim Emergency Multinational Force (IEMF), which was rushed to the region in June on a three-month mission to help quell the violence.

Mr. Touré said companies of military engineers from Indonesia and Nepal, Pakistani soldiers and a Ghanaian medical unit were also expected in Bunia.

“That shows that the situation is positively moving towards the hand over of command between the multinational force and MONUC troops before 1 September,” he added.

* * *

Iraq: humanitarian

24 July – United Nations humanitarian organizations in Iraq are preparing to take extra security measures following the killing of two workers for international organizations earlier this week, a senior UN spokesman said in Baghdad today.

“As you know, we have extensive security measures in place already but clearly when these incidents are multiplying more measures are needed and such a review is underway,” Salim Lone, the newly arrived Director of Communications for the UN in Iraq, told a press briefing.

Mr. Lone said drivers had already been instructed to stay in traffic lanes where it is harder to mount attacks from passing cars, adding: “I’m sure there might be other measures that’ll be taken soon.”

A national staff member of the International Organization for Migration (IOM), which is not a member of the UN system but works closely with the UN, and an international staff member of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) were killed at the beginning of the week after their vehicles came under attack.

Taken together with earlier assaults on the offices of the IOM and the UN World Food Programme (WFP) in the northern city of Mosul, Mr. Lone said such attacks could no longer be called “isolated incidents.”

“As you can imagine, if it is someone from a group opposed to the US presence in the country, they would imagine it is easier to take shots at humanitarian [workers] than against US forces,” he added.

On another issue, the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) said today it would soon embark on emergency programmes to supply Iraqi farmers with fungicides and to restore agricultural water supplies.

FAO spokesman Barry Came told the briefing the fungicides were needed to combat widespread and chronic infections of smut that have been attacking the country’s winter grain crops, spoiling much of this year’s harvest of winter wheat and barley.

The water programme aimed to rehabilitate 31 major water-pumping stations in 13 governorates in central and southern Iraq in cooperation with the Ministry of Irrigation and the United States-run Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA), he added.

Meanwhile, the UN Oil-for-Food programme, under which the sanctions-bound former Iraqi regime was allowed to sell oil for humanitarian supplies, reported that $57 million worth of goods stranded on the borders at the start of hostilities in March, including table salt, medicines and irrigation systems, had now been delivered.

* * *

UNIFIL

24 July – Israel and Lebanon have by and large “exercised restraint,” resulting in a relative calm along the line of withdrawal, but tension between the two parties remains high, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan says in a new report that also recommends a six-month extension of the UN force monitoring the situation in southern Lebanon.

“Almost six months have passed since the last violent exchange across the Blue Line, the longest period of relative calm since Israel withdrew from Lebanon more than three years ago after 22 years of occupation,” Mr. Annan says in his latest report to the Security Council on the activities of the UN Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) since last January.

“Nevertheless, tension between Israel and Lebanon remains high and the relative calm along the Blue Line is an uneasy one,” he notes. The most significant sources of tensions are the persistent Israeli violations of Lebanese airspace and the Hezbollah anti-aircraft fire directed towards Israeli villages.

Stressing the need for both parties to refrain from any action that could destabilize the situation on the ground, the Secretary-General warns: “Both the air incursions and the fire violations carry substantial potential for escalation.”

Mr. Annan, who recommends a six-month extension of the UNIFIL mandate, until 31 January 2004, said the mission would continue to contribute to the restoration of peace and security. It would also liase with both Lebanon and Israel to maintain calm.

However, Lebanon should continue to deploy armed forces in order to extend its control over the south as agreed upon by the Security Council, Mr. Annan adds.

* * *

Afghanistan

24 July – Afghanistan, where 85 per cent of the population depends on agriculture and chronic under-nutrition remains a major problem, is about to harvest its biggest wheat crop in two decades due in part to help from the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the agency said today.

“This is a very encouraging development considering that the country suffered greatly from armed conflicts and a four-year drought,” the FAO representative in Kabul, Serge Verniau, said in a statement. “We are expecting that the harvest will amount to more than 4 million tons. The country will still need to import an estimated one million tons.”

The situation improved after good rains, better access to seeds and fertilizers and a more stable security situation. “I would say that FAO’s emergency activities, such as the delivery of seeds, fertilizers and tools and the successful control of potentially damaging locust outbreaks in the north, contributed to this success,” Mr. Verniau added.

Poverty is still widespread and people have no access to a nutritious diet or simply cannot afford it. They often live just on bread and tea, small quantities of milk and yoghurt and some legumes. People are not starving, but diets are not rich enough for children to grow and to develop mentally and for adults to be productive, Mr. Verniau said.

“The diets of many people are unbalanced,” he added. “They lack energy, but most often variety. The diets are poor in micronutrients such as vitamin A, iron and iodine. There are also pockets of scurvy due to vitamin C deficiency affecting people in the northern mountains during winter months.”

Meanwhile on the ground, tens of thousands of people are returning to their homes in the western province of Badghis amid what seems to be the end of a long and devastating drought that had forced them to leave in the last few years, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said. With much rainfall and snow during 2002 and 2003, Badghis is now full of endless wheat fields and livestock this year.

But in the western province of Farah, strong winds are adding to the extensive damage already caused by fierce sandstorms which locals have called the worst in living memory. Hundreds of people have been left homeless, crops destroyed and water supplies contaminated. More than 12,000 people in all have been affected and the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) and other UN agencies are spearheading relief efforts together with the Afghan Government.

* * *
Cyprus

24 July – Reacting to the latest developments in Cyprus, members of the United Nations Security Council today urged the parties to restart talks in a bid to reach a comprehensive settlement to the issue based on a plan put forward by Secretary-General Kofi Annan.

Ambassador Inocencio F. Arias of Spain, the Council President for the month of July, told reporters that he informed the members of the 15-nation body of the concern expressed by the Government of Cyprus about the latest developments, especially the situation of Varosha.

“The Council reiterated its well-known position, which remains unchanged, on Varosha, which is resolution 550,” he said. In that text, adopted in 1984, the Council said that it considered “attempts to settle any part of Varosha by people other than its inhabitants as inadmissible” and called for that area to be transferred to the administration of the United Nations.

Ambassador Arias also noted that the Council urged the parties to resume negotiations aimed at reaching a comprehensive settlement of the Cyprus issue on the basis of the Secretary-General’s plan, as stated in the Council’s resolution 1435.

In March, the Secretary-General met with the Greek Cypriot leader, Tassos Papadopoulos, and the Turkish Cypriot leader, Rauf Denktash, in The Hague in a last-ditch effort to gain their approval of his latest proposals, which were first presented to the parties late last year. That plan, which underwent several revisions, would have enabled a united Cyprus to join the European Union in April.

* * *

ICTY

24 July – The United Nations International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) today accepted a guilty plea by a former Bosnian Serb for his involvement in the in 1992 massacre of more than 200 non-Serb men at the edge of a cliff.

The Tribunal’s decision reflects the plea agreement reached by Darko Mrdja and the Office of the Prosecutor in which the former police officer would admit his guilt to one count of murder as a violation of the laws or customs of war and to another count of inhumane acts as a crime against humanity. In exchange, the Prosecutor would withdraw one count of extermination as a crime against humanity.

The motion was filed confidentially five days before the opening of the trial, which was scheduled to begin on 29 July. Mr. Mrdja faces a sentence of between 15 and 20 years in prison, with the accused to be given credit for the time he has served in the custody of the ICTY.

Mr. Mrdja was alleged to have commanded a special police unit responsible for the execution of some 200 non-Serb men in Koricanske Stijene in August 1992. According to the indictment, men previously detained in a camp in Trnopolje and others from the village of Tukovi were driven by Serb special police to an isolated location and forced to kneel at the edge of a cliff. The Serb police then began firing at the men. Witnesses estimated that more than 200 were killed by the shots or by falling from the cliff, although the exact number of dead is still unknown. Twelve men are known to have survived.

* * *

Uzbekistan


24 July – The United Nations Human Rights Committee today deplored the recent execution in Uzbekistan of six people whose cases were pending before the panel, calling it “a grave breach” of an optional rights protocol.

“The Committee deplored the recent execution of six individuals whose cases are currently pending before the Committee,” it said in a statement on its meeting in Geneva.  “It reminded the State party of its position that it amounts to a grave breach of the Optional Protocol to execute an individual whose case is pending before the Committee, in particular where a request for interim protection under rule 86 of the Committee’s Rules of Procedure has been issued.”

The Committee, an 18-member panel of independent experts, reiterated its request for interim protection under rule 86 in all other cases currently pending under the Optional Protocol and that Uzbekistan not execute the person before the Committee has concluded its consideration.

In a letter earlier this month, Acting High Commissioner for Human Rights Bertrand Ramcharan had urged the Government to make all necessary efforts to ensure strict observance of its international human rights obligations under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and its Optional Protocol and to cooperate fully with the Special Procedures.

The Committee listed the six executed as Muzaffar Mirzaev, Shukrat Andasbaev, Ulugbek Eshov, Ilkhon Babadzhanov, Maksud Ismailov and Azamat Uteev.

* * *

Romania

24 July – A United Nations expert on freedom of religion will travel to Romania at the invitation of that country’s government to meet with officials and representatives of civil society on issues pertaining to the right to free belief.

Abdelfattah Amor, the UN Special Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights on freedom of religion or belief, will visit Romania to further his mandate which falls under the world body’s framework on the elimination of all forms of intolerance and discrimination based on religion or creed.

During his 7 to 13 September visit, Mr. Amor will meet with government officials related to his work, representatives of religious communities and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) as well as individuals who can provide him with information on the freedom of religion or belief in Romania.

* *** *

___________________________________________________________________________________________

        DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE

                           SECRETARY-GENERAL

           The following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred

     Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

           Good afternoon.

           **Guest at Noon Briefing

                 Olara Otunnu, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for

     Children and Armed Conflict, will join us today to talk about his recent visit to West

     Africa.

           **Liberia

           The United Nations national staff working in Liberia reports that, with fighting

     continuing in Monrovia, the situation in the capital is getting worse.

           A water supply station from outside the capital, at the town of White Plains

     was destroyed, leaving virtually the entire city of 1 million people without clean water.

           Humanitarian agencies are calling on rebel and government forces to stop

     fighting long enough to allow for the water supply station at White Plains to be

     repaired.  If the clean water supply is not quickly restored, lethal diseases such as

     cholera will spread quickly.

           **Security Council

           At 3:00 this afternoon, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for

     Liberia, Jacques Klein, will brief the Security Council on the situation in that country,

     in closed consultations.

           Following the consultations on Liberia, Mahmoud Kassem, the Chairman of

     the Panel of Experts on the Illegal Exploitation of Natural Resources and Other

     Forms of Wealth in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, is scheduled to give an

     interim briefing on his panel’s work.

           In its consultations, the Council also plans to discuss the follow up to the

     recent missions by the Security Council to Central and West Africa.

           **Democratic Republic of Congo

           The United Nations Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo

     condemned the killing of civilians in Nizi, 40 kilometres North of Bunia, where 22

     people, including women and children, were brutally murdered.  The Mission has

     sent out a reconnaissance team to assess the situation.

           The Mission also said that preparations are ongoing for the deployment of

     Task Force 2 in Ituri, with the arrival, in Bunia, of Bangladeshi Blue Helmets.

     Helicopters of the Indian army, due to back the Mission’s armed units, are being

     assembled at this moment in Kisangani.  Troops from Nepal, Pakistan and

     Indonesia, as well as a Ghanaian medical unit, are also expected in Bunia.

           We have more details in a press release upstairs.

           **Iraq

           According to the Office of the Iraq Programme, the total value of goods and

     supplies prioritized for delivery to Iraq, following consultations with the Coalition

     Provisional Authority, Iraqi representatives and United Nations agencies, reached

     $2.1 billion this week, with the addition of 64 food and three oil sector contracts.

           Also, some $57 million worth of goods and supplies stranded at Iraq’s

     borders at the onset of war on 17 March have been safely delivered into the country. 

     The contracted items range from table salt and medicines to irrigation systems,

     lumber and electrical transformers.

           The United Nations Humanitarian Coordinator for Iraq, Ramiro Lopes da

     Silva, just returned from a three-day visit to Erbil, in the northern part of the country,

     where he met with local officials, representatives of the Coalition Provisional

     Authority and United Nations agencies to discuss the phase out of the “oil-for-food”

     programme, which has to be completed by 21 November.

           Meanwhile, during the weekly humanitarian briefing in Baghdad, the Food

     and Agricultural Organization (FAO) said it was responding to an urgent request from

     Iraq’s Agriculture Ministry for supplies of fungicide for the winter crops.  It’s

     estimated that 80 per cent of the country’s winter grain crop is at risk.

           The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) notes that since the war, Iraq

     has seen a dramatic increase in the number of children living on the streets of the

     capital.  Street children are a new and growing phenomenon in Iraq.  Working with

     non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and Iraq’s Labour and Social Affairs

     Ministry, UNICEF has opened a “drop in” centre for street children, where they have

     access to food and sanitary facilities and are also given the opportunity to speak to

     a social worker.  The agency is working on collecting reliable data on these children.

           **UNIFIL

           Out on the racks is the Secretary-General’s latest report to the Security

     Council on the United Nations peacekeeping force in southern Lebanon, known as

     UNIFIL.

           With the last violent exchange across the Blue Line occurring almost six

     months ago, this has been the longest period of relative calm since Israel withdrew

     three years ago after 22 years of occupation.  However, the most significant source

     of tensions along the line remains the persistent Israeli air violations of Lebanese

     airspace and the Hezbollah anti-aircraft fire directed towards Israeli villages.

           Concerning the presence of Lebanese security forces in the South, the

     Secretary-General notes that, while their overall numbers have not been augmented,

     their activities and profile has increased.

           United Nations demining work in southern Lebanon is also on the increase,

     in collaboration with the Lebanese Government and various outside donors.  One

     initiative of note is the “trees instead of mines” campaign, which has led to the

     planting of 30,000 trees in areas which used to be minefields.

           The Secretary-General recommends to the Security Council that the Force’s

     mandate be renewed for a further six months, until the end of January next year.

           **Afghanistan

           Lakhdar Brahimi, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for

     Afghanistan, met with the North Atlantic Council Ambassadors yesterday in

     Brussels.  Brahimi told Council members that security was fundamental for

     Afghanistan and that it would be addressed in the long run by the reform and

     strengthening of Afghan security structures.  However, in the interim, he said, the

     support of the international community was necessary for security outside of Kabul.

           Also on Afghanistan, the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)

     announced today that the country is about to harvest its biggest wheat crop in two

     decades, due in part to help from the FAO.

           This year’s harvest is expected to amount to more than 4 million tons.  The

     country, where 85 per cent of the population depends on agriculture and chronic

     under-nutrition remains a major problem, will still need to import an estimated 1

     million tons of wheat.

           **Human Rights

           The Special Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights on freedom of

     religion or belief, Abdelfattah Amor, will visit Romania from 7 to 13 September, at the

     invitation of the Government.  We have a press release on that.

           **Press Briefings

           Tomorrow, our regular press briefing will take place here at 11:45 instead of

     at 12:00 to allow for the launching at noon of the Commission on the Private Sector

     and Development, an initiative of the United Nations Development Programme

     (UNDP).  The Secretary-General will introduce the co-chairs of the Commission,

     Paul Martin, Canada’s former Finance Minister, and former Mexican President

     Ernesto Zedillo.  Mark Malloch-Brown, the UNDP’s Administrator, will also be there.

           We have a press release with more information.

           I’ll take your questions now, and Olara, if you’d like to come up, we’ll be

     happy to get to you in just a minute.

           **Questions and Answers

           Question:  What is the Secretary-General’s reaction to the death of the

     sons of Saddam Hussein?

           Spokesman:  He has no reaction.

           Question:  Have you seen the photos of the sons yet?

           Spokesman:  I don’t know if he has.

           Question:  Have you?

           Spokesman:  I saw them on television this morning.

           Question:  Do you think they look like the sons?  What is your reaction to

     them?

           Spokesman:  I’m not an expert in that matter.  So my views are irrelevant.

           Question:  Does the United Nations have anyone else looking at those

     photos right now?

           Spokesman:  To my knowledge, United Nations personnel have not reviewed

     the photos.

           Question:  And, just an unrelated question to that.  Do you know what’s

     going on at the circle?  There seems to be construction, or they’re planting

     something at the fountain.

           Spokesman:  Well, like you and me, plants have a lifespan.  The hedges

     that have been around the Barbara Hepworth sculpture for 50 some-odd years were

     getting to the end of theirs.  So, they’ve been pulled out, the soil has been replaced

     and new hedges are going in today.

__




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "China" ��The Guardian (London) - Buddha's wisdom is more use to China than …�


� HYPERLINK  \l "UNEP" ��The Jakarta Post - Sustainability first or conflict: UNEP chief� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Innovators" ��The Jakarta Post - Young innovators propose new ways to save the earth� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Plants" ��PANA Press - Somali plants become new targets in illegal trade�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Toyota" ��The Yomiuri Shimbun/Daily Yomiuri  -Toyota taking applicants for eco-grant program


�� HYPERLINK  \l "Supplies" ��The Nation - Get Supplies Locally, Agencies Told�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Radioactivity" ��ONASA News Agency  - Sarajevo canton government discusses radioactivity in canton� 


EHP Guest Editorial (H. Gopalan) - Environmental Health in Developing Countries- An Overview of the problems and capacities


EHP - Environmental  - triage in Afghanistan


(Environmental Health Perspectives  (EHP) Magazine -  available in DCPI)
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