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Phasing out the toxics
By KLAUS TOEPFER 

EACH year around 1,500 new chemicals are marketed, joining the around 70,000 already in existence. Over the next decade-and-a-half, the global production of chemicals is set to increase by a hefty 85%.  

There will be many new and novel compounds that will bring important and welcome benefits to many areas of life including agriculture, industry and health care. However, if the past is our guide, some seemingly benign products may have side-effects that may pose threats to the wider environment and human health.  
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	Klaus Toepfer


Such was the case with polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), fluids used in such products as electrical and transmission units. When invented in the 20th century, few, if any, could have known they would eventually be linked with skin conditions, liver damage and cancer. Who would have known that, decades later, they would turn up in the breast milk of Inuits living hundreds, if not thousands, of miles away from where the fluids were made? 

Fortunately, PCBs, along with 11 other toxic substances collectively known as the Dirty Dozen, were served notice under a new international agreement called The Stockholm Convention which entered into force on May 17. Governments across the world have wholeheartedly put their political and financial muscle behind a reduction and elimination of nine pesticides, two by-products of incineration and PCBs.  

One of the pesticides, DDT, has been given a stay of execution because of its importance in fighting the mosquito that carries the disease malaria. However, some of the US$500mil (RM1.9bil) pledged for eliminating the Dirty Dozen, is going towards finding safer alternatives for fighting malaria including better insecticides as well as treatments and a vaccine.  

So future generations can look forward to a world in which at least these chemicals and pesticides are foot notes in the history books.  

But what about the other – more than 69,000 – existing substances and the thousands yet to come? How do we ensure that these are safe and sound, and produced and handled in a responsible way? It is a particularly crucial question, given that much of the manufacturing of chemicals is increasingly shifting to developing countries.  

It is a mammoth task but one which the international community is starting to address. We now have the Stockholm Convention. 

Another international agreement, the Rotterdam Convention on Prior Informed Consent, has also just come into force. It covers a list of hazardous chemicals and pesticides and requires exporters to seek the approval of the importing country before a shipment can be allowed.  

However, arguably the most significant development is yet to come, namely a new global effort known as the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management (SAICM). By 2006, when the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) holds a Special Session of its Governing Council, the building blocks of this radical new approach to chemicals should finally be in place and ready to be fully implemented.  

Governments should then have the blueprint for realising the target, agreed at the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) in Johannesburg two years ago, which calls for “chemicals to be used and produced in ways that lead to a minimisation of significant adverse effect on human health and the environment” by 2020.  

The approach, guided by existing initiatives such as the Inter-Governmental Forum on Chemical Safety (IFCS), has a long list of goals. Some of these are:  

  To establish a global labelling scheme for chemicals.  

  To harmonise risk assessments of chemicals for their possible effects on health.  

  To have an exchange of information between countries on toxic chemicals and their risks, as well as training of staff.  

  To prepare national plans to determine stocks of obsolete chemicals and to safely dispose them.  

  To introduce national systems in developing countries to deal with and prevent industrial accidents.  

  To set up a network of poisons centres to deal with cases of chemicals poisoning and to raise awareness of the risks of misusing chemicals and pesticides.  

  To have a global crack-down on smuggling and trade in illegal or controlled chemicals and pesticides, supported by training and finance for customs officials.  

  To integrate chemical safety into the development assistance and poverty reduction strategies of developing countries. – UNEP 

  Klaus Toepfer is executive director of the United Nations Environment Programme.  

________________________________________________________________________________________

The Star (Malaysia)

25 May 2004

DDT a dirty chemical
Although set for a ban, the pesticide DDT lingers in the battle against malaria, writes Alister Doyle. 

FEW poisons have ridden such a roller-coaster through environmental history as DDT. Once hailed as a miracle pesticide, DDT was outlawed as one of a “Dirty Dozen” chemicals on May 17 even as it stays in use as a controversial spray against malaria-spreading mosquitoes. 
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	Some seemingly benign products may have side-effects that may pose threats to the wider environment and human health, according to UNEP chief Klaus Toepfer.


The man who discovered its power to kill insects won a Nobel Prize in 1948, while shock at its damage to wildlife awoke a global environmental movement in the 1960s. 

Into the 21st century, countries including South Africa and Ethiopia still swear by DDT to combat malaria, which kills a million people a year. They say there is scant evidence that DDT is carcinogenic for humans. 

“There is still a role for DDT,” said Jim Willis, head of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) chemicals division, estimating that about 25 countries will use DDT under exemptions from the DDT pesticide ban. 

DDT is one of 12 industrial chemicals to be outlawed under the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs), which formally came into force on May 17 after ratification by 50 states. 

Developing countries have a difficult choice in using a known poison to spray homes yet malaria kills one African child every 30 seconds, according to UN estimates. The disease burdens health budgets and curbs economic growth. 

Best known by its “DDT” initials, dichloro-diphenyl-trichloromethylmethane can suppress the immune system and is infamous for threatening bird populations by thinning eggshells. 

No health damage? 

“We have seen no conclusive evidence that it (spraying) has any impact on human health. We put very small quantities of DDT on the wall,” said Devanand Moonasar, national malaria programme manager of South Africa’s National Department of Health. 

“We spray only under the eaves and also inside the houses of traditional mud structures,” he said, adding that spraying was normally carried out from August to October when the mosquito hazard was at its worst. 

Still, workers use full protective clothing for spraying, and UN warnings about DDT and the rest of the “Dirty Dozen” POPs are stark. 

“Of all the pollutants released into the environment every year by human activity, POPS are the most dangerous,” said UNEP chief Klaus Toepfer, adding that the world should hunt for alternatives to DDT to control malaria. 

DDT and other POPs including dioxins or pesticides like aldrin or chlordane are found worldwide but build into highest concentrations in the fatty tissues of people in the Arctic and in animals from polar bears to seals. 

In the heavily industrialised northern hemisphere, the chemicals are swept north by ocean currents and winds and end up lodging in fatty tissues in the apparently pristine Arctic. 

“There is a conflict between the interests of the people in the Arctic and those who are living in areas where DDT is used,” said Lars-Otto Reiersen, head of the Arctic Monitoring and Assess-ment Programme. 

He said that a main modern source of DDT in the Arctic was Russia – measurements showed that it was still in use there, perhaps as a crop spray. Russia has signed but not yet ratified the POPs convention. 

Most western countries banned DDT in the 1970s. 

Environmental group World Wide Fund for Nature said that more efforts should be put into finding less toxic alternatives to DDT in fighting malaria. “It’s still a very dangerous chemical,” said Samantha Smith, director of the WWF’s Arctic Programme. – Reuters  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

BBC

May 24, 2004, Monday

Bhutan fears glacial melt could bring flash floods

SOURCE: Kuensel web site, Thimphu, in English 24 May 04

BODY:
Excerpt from report in English by Kinley Y. Dorji, carried by Bhutanese official newspaper Kuensel web site on 24 May

Bhutan's 24 glacial lakes could burst their banks in the next 10 years and cause flash floods similar to the 1994 Punakha flood, according to a recent study done by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).

According to the study, the glacial outburst would be triggered by the changing air temperature which is estimated to be rising at a rate of about 0.06 degrees Celsius a year. As a result, glaciers in Bhutan were retreating at a rate of 30 to 40 metres a year and icy waters were rapidly filling the lakes. 

Besides destroying settlements, infrastructure and agricultural lands, human life and the country's rich biodiversity, the floods would hamper the quality of river water used for hydropower generation, a major source of income for Bhutan.

Drastic climatic changes would also result in increased rainfall, which means that landslides would be very common. passage omitted

These findings and more were presented at the inception meeting for the National Adaptation Plan of Action (NAPA) among relevant government ministries, non-governmental organizations and the private sector in Thimphu on 20 May. passage omitted

The NAPA inception meeting, organized by the National Environment Commission (NEC), formed a NAPA task force consisting of representatives from the government and private sectors and NGOs and officially began the process of preparation of NAPA for Bhutan.

According to an NEC official, the task force members over the 12-18 month project will do a rapid vulnerability assessment of urgent priorities to deal with the impacts of climate change. An action plan will be drawn out and proposal on adaptation strategies prepared.

The action plan, which will be a national document will be presented to the UNFCCC UN Framework Convention on Climate Change when it is finalized.

Going by past assessments, NEC officials said that water and hydropower, change in water flow, flash floods, glacial lake outburst and health could feature as urgent priorities for Bhutan.
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For immediate release

China’s national broadcaster signs up for TVE’s environmental programmes

CCTV-10 introduces weekly broadcasts of ‘Earth Reports’ in Chinese

Beijing/Colombo, 23 May 2004: China Central Television (CCTV) -- the world’s largest national broadcaster -- has just started broadcasting the award-winning Earth Report TV series on environmental issues.

CCTV’s Channel 10, dedicated to science and educational programming, will broadcast Earth Report every Sunday evening from 7.30 to 8.00 p.m. This will be part of the daily environmental slot called Green Space.

The Television Trust for the Environment (TVE)’s national distribution partner in China, the Beijing Earthview Environmental Education and Research Centre, has just signed a new agreement with CCTV-10 formalising this arrangement. 

Earth Reports -- providing a weekly journalistic update on the state of the planet -- will be versioned into Chinese language by Earthview. The Green Space production team will add a Chinese presenter at the beginning and end of the half-hour programme.

This broadcast arrangement will bring the world’s foremost series on environment and sustainable development to the world’s largest television audience. CCTV-10, beamed by satellite, covers all parts of China and also reaches Chinese speakers in neighbouring countries in East and Southeast Asia.  Most of the provincial and city cable TV stations in China relay programmes appearing on the CCTV network, enabling these broadcasts to reach more than 200 million households in China. 
Green Space is currently the only exclusively factual programme devoted to environment and sustainable development issues on the CCTV network. 

“Earthview has been cooperating with the Green Space production team since 2001 in an advisory capacity,” said Dr Li Hao, Director of Earthview. “In the past, Green Space used Earth Reports on an occasional basis, and also extracted stories. This represents the next logical step in that collaboration.”

“Our focus is the relationship between humans and the environment. We found Earth Reports to be of consistently high quality, and its content so relevant to our audiences. We are therefore very glad to create the regular weekly slot to carry Earth Report programmes in full,” said Ms. Wang Guihua, producer of CCTV Green Space. 

The breakthrough with CCTV comes in the wake of highly successful broadcasts on China Educational Television (CETV) Channel 1 throughout 2003. That arrangement, also negotiated by Earthview, saw 104 Earth Reports being broadcast five times a week on China’s premier educational channel.

When Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) affected China in the Spring of 2003 forcing the closure of schools and public offices, CETV increased its transmission frequency of Earth Reports to several times everyday. Titles repeatedly shown during that period included those covering aspects of urban management, environmental health and conservation of wild species.

“The Earth Report series comprises stories from all over the world, which are very relevant to China’s sustainable development. We are confident that broadcasting of Earth Reports on CCTV Green Space will greatly impact public education and decision-making in China”, says Dr. Li.
TVE Founding Director and Earth Report series editor Robert Lamb says: “This broadcast is extremely important for us and for the planet. It is very encouraging to see the world’s largest national broadcaster assigning a prime time slot for our programme.

He adds: “In recent years, we have been able to keep producing Earth Reports through core support provided by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and Norway’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs – broadcast agreements such as this help to justify their long-standing support.”

TVE Asia Pacific is working closely with Earthview in distributing international television content in China. “We congratulate Earthview for their outstanding work that secured this slot,” says Nalaka Gunawardene, Head of TVE Asia Pacific. “We have been highly impressed by Earthview’s commitment to accuracy and quality in producing Chinese language versions that are reaching out to over one fifth of humankind.”

Earthview, a not-for-profit organisation dedicated to environmental education using the media, now manages the largest collection of environment related television programmes in China. Over the past five years, more than 350 international programmes have been versioned into Chinese. These are available to TV stations, universities, schools, government agencies and grassroots organisations in China.

TVE has been producing Earth Report since 1996 and recently made the 300th programme. After a first broadcast on BBC World – now available to nearly 300 million homes in over 200 countries and territories – the series is offered on non-profit terms to terrestrial, cable and satellite channels throughout the developing world.  Earth Report was cited as a main reason for the BBC winning the world’s richest environment award, the Zayed Prize, earlier this year.

* * * * *

For more information, please contact:

In China: 

Beijing Earthview Environmental Education and Research Center, 

The East Office Building, Room 924, Cui Wei Da Sha, Fuxing Road, No. 33, Beijing 100036. Phone and Fax: (86-10) 6822 4105, 6813 1838; Email: <earthview@263.net.cn>

Website: www.earthview.org
Contact: Dr Li Hao, Director

All enquiries outside China:

TVE Asia Pacific

212/12, Nawala Road, Nawala, near Colombo, Sri Lanka. 

Phone: (94 11) 4412 195; Fax: (94 11) 4403 443; Email: <contact@tveap.org>

Website: www.tveap.org

Contact: Nalaka Gunawardene, Regional Representative

More information is also found at the following websites:

Earth Report:
www.tve.org/earthreport

CETV:

www.cetv.com

CCTV-10:
http://www.cctv.com/english/20030805/101275.shtml

_________________________________________________________________________________  

Financial Times

May  24, 2004 Monday

The Copenhagen Consensus will help save lives:

 BJORN LOMBORG:

BYLINE: By BJORN LOMBORG

 BODY:

   Imagine if doctors at a perpetually overrun hospital refused to perform

triage on casualties but instead attended to patients as they arrived,

fast-tracking those whose families made the most fuss. The approach would be

unjust; it would waste resources and cost lives. Yet this is what we seem to

accept when it comes to helping the world's most disadvantaged people.

   We spend billions of dollars each year in an effort to improve life for those

in need. This is most obvious through overseas development and aid, but is also

achieved through trade policies, funding of medical research, investment in

environmental protection, peacekeeping missions and the entire  United Nations 

apparatus. 

   The problem is that we lack clear priorities. Too often spending decisions

appear to follow the media's shifting spotlight or politicians' domestic

interests. We do prioritise - no dollar can be spent twice - yet we do so

implicitly rather than explicitly, and with no rational basis.

   Providing a method for prioritisation is the goal of the Copenhagen

Consensus. This week nine leading economists - including several Nobel laureates

- are meeting in Denmark to answer the question: of all the threats confronting

humanity, where could we do the most good?

   The economists will focus on 10 of the greatest tests facing the world,

ranging from financial instability and climate change to communicable diseases

and hunger. Eminent scholars have prepared evaluations of solutions to each.

   Thus, on communicable diseases, the economists will explore the costs and

benefits of a localised approach to combating malaria, which could halve its

incidence in sub-Saharan Africa by 2015. Then they will look at a strategy to

combat HIV/Aids that could avert 30m cases by 2010. Is either option a higher

priority than implementing the Kyoto protocol, one solution to the challenge of

climate change? How can anybody attempt to make such a choice? The truth is that

we already do so, but without acknowledging it.

   In an ideal world we would not need to prioritise. We could simultaneously

improve sanitation, end conflicts, global warming and malnutrition and win the

war against communicable diseases. But our resources are limited. Explicit

prioritisation does not mean dismissing a problem as unimportant or

unsalvageable; it means using careful analysis to determine where we should

focus our immediate attention.

   Some critics claim the approach would create winners and losers. In Nature

magazine Roger Riddell, international director of Christian Aid, the

London-based charity, asked what would happen to the people of southern Sudan.

"There is little chance of effective use of money there. But (the region) should

not be abandoned," he said.

   I would certainly not argue that the region's inhabitants should be

"abandoned". But I would challenge such critics to explain why we should spend a

large amount of our limited resources to achieve relatively little, when we

could make a much larger difference elsewhere. We must strive to have a rational

basis for every dollar spent.

   This solution has been called simplistic - most recently on these pages on

May 15, where it was accused of embodying a falsely reductive

"command-and-control" view of the world's problems. It is indeed true that these

are vast and interrelated. In many countries we cannot improve education without

providing decent infrastructure and eliminating corruption and conflict. But the

Copenhagen Consensus takes this into consideration by exploring how challenges

and their solutions will interact.

   We must ask ourselves whether limited success is better than no success at

all. Should we not seek to accomplish the most good that we can, even if it is

limited? While there is no simple solution to any of the world's challenges, a

rational basis for setting priorities is surely better than none at all. Those

who defend the status quo are arguing against a search for better information to

shape our decisions.

   After 2004 the Copenhagen Consensus will be held every four years. The

highest-ranked problems and solutions will change, but the aim will remain

constant, and so will the belief that - just as in the hospital's emergency

clinic - a better sense of priorities and high-quality information can help us

save more lives.

   The writer is the author of 'The Skeptical Environmentalist' and director of

Denmark's national Environmental Assessment Institute and the Copenhagen

Consensus
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Reuters
Fast Arctic thaw portends global warming
OSLO - Global warming is hitting the Arctic more than twice as fast as the rest of the planet in what may be a portent of wider, catastrophic changes, the chairman of an eight-nation study has said. 

Inuit hunters are falling more frequently through the thinning ice with habitats for plants and animals also disrupted. The icy Hudson Bay in Canada could be uninhabitable for polar bears within just 20 years. 

The melting is also destabilising buildings on permafrost and threatening an oil pipeline laid across Alaska. 

Benefits, for human commerce, might accrue from the opening up of a now largely icebound short-cut sea route from the Pacific to the Atlantic. Russia might also win easier access to oil and gas as the icecap shrinks and permafrost retreats. 

The broader consequences are however disturbing. 

"There is dramatic climate change happening in the Arctic right now...about 2-3 times the pace of the whole globe," said Robert Corell, chairman of the Arctic Climate Impact Assessment (ACIA), in an 1,800 page report to be handed to ministers in Iceland in November. 

"If you want to know what the rest of the planet is going to see in next generation, watch out for the Arctic in the next 5-10 years," he told Reuters yesterday. The report combines input from scientists, indigenous peoples and eight Arctic rim nations. 

The Arctic reacts most to global warming, blamed largely on emissions of gases like carbon dioxide from fossil fuels in cars and factories, partly because dark-coloured water or earth, once exposed, soaks up heat far faster than white ice or snow. 

Some parts of Alaska have heated up 10 times more than the global average, said Corell, a senior fellow at the American Meteorological Society. Future temperature rises in the Arctic were likely to be twice the 1.4-5.8 Celsius (3-11 F) gain by 2100 forecast by a U.N.-led panel of scientists, he said. 

KYOTO? 

"I think it (climate change) can be stopped but we will need an aggressive response," Corell said. Global climate change may bring everything from disastrous floods or droughts to a rise in global sea levels that could swamp low-lying Pacific islands. 

But environmentalists doubt that governments will decide strong action based on the ACIA report because the United States has pulled out of the U.N.'s Kyoto protocol, the main international scheme to tackle climate change. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin said on Friday that he favoured ratifying Kyoto, which has already been backed by the other six Arctic rim nations - Canada, Sweden, Finland, Norway, Iceland and Denmark. 

"The (ACIA) report underlines how critical it is that we take action as soon as possible, first under Kyoto, to reduce emissions and invest in renewable energy," said Samantha Smith, director of the Arctic Programme at the WWF environmental group. 

Among signs of change in the Nordic region, birch trees were taking over traditional reindeer lichen pastures, Corell said. The reindeer had to compete with elk and red deer moving north. 

Corell said that the sea route between the Pacific and the Atlantic via the Arctic could open far earlier than expected by most previous studies, cutting shipping times compared to routes via the Suez or Panama canals. 

"On average our models show that by 2050 the Northern Sea Route will be open about 100 days a year. Now it's open about 20 days," he said. 

Story by Alister Doyle, Environment Correspondent 
BBC

Sea turtle decline 'costs millions' 
Coastal communities around the world are losing millions of tourist dollars a year through the destruction of rare sea turtles, a report claims. 
The World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) says living turtles are worth nearly three times as much as dead ones because of the tourism they attract. 

Of the seven marine turtle species, three are critically endangered and a further three are endangered. 

Campaigners hope the WWF findings will encourage better conservation methods. 

Sea turtles are killed for their meat and shells, with money also earned through the sale of leather and eggs. 

The leatherback turtle, which can grow up to 2.75m (9ft) long, has declined by 90% over the last 20 years. 

Ocean wildlife 
Developers, politicians and community leaders should start to see marine turtles as generating revenue and jobs 
Carlos Drews, WWF 

The WWF report, 'Money talks: Economic Aspects of Marine Turtle Use and Conservation', draws an economic comparison between killing turtles or collecting their eggs with money generated through tourism. 

After studying 18 sites in Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean, it says that marine turtle tourism is an investment in livelihoods and far more profitable both financially and for the future of ocean wildlife. 

Half the sites which killed the species for money produced an average annual income from sea turtle products of $582,000 (£332,000). 

The other half where turtles have been a tourist attraction had an income of $1.65m (£975,000). 

'Valuable asset' 
Sea turtle tourism has become increasingly popular since the 1980s, and currently 175,000 people take turtle tours each year to more than 90 sites in 40 countries - the biggest is in Costa Rica. 

Populations of sea turtles have been in decline because beaches where they usually nest have been transformed into tourist resorts, over-harvesting of turtles and eggs for food, and accidental deaths in fishing nets. 

Carlos Drews, WWF's coordinator for marine turtle conservation in Latin America and the Caribbean, has said the report's findings should encourage stronger conservation measures. 

"This study confirms what we've suspected all along, sea turtles are worth more to local communities alive than dead. 

"Developers, politicians and community leaders should start to see marine turtles as a valuable asset generating revenue and jobs." 

The BBC's environment correspondent Tim Hirsch says that poor communities in the developing world will only be convinced of such a wildlife balance sheet if they get a fair share of the profits earned from ecotourism. 

BBC

Baobab disease puzzles scientists 
By Richard Black 
BBC science correspondent 


Scientists in southern Africa say they are mystified by a disease which appears to be killing baobab trees. 
Farmers have been reporting blackened and dying trees for several years and this has now led to an investigation. 

Prof Mike Wingfield of the University of Pretoria says a fungus is probably involved but far more research is needed to explain the disease fully. 

Baobabs are famous for their extremely bulbous trunks and their ability to live many years in drought-hit areas. 

"Farmers have come to us and said, 'you know, our baobabs are dying'," said Prof Mike Wingfield, the director at Pretoria's Forestry and Agricultural Biotechnology Institute. 

"And a year ago, we decided to make a survey, to try to find baobabs that people were saying were dying. 

"We had people go out and climb these trees and take samples. And we found some fungi; we've even gone as far as to inoculate this fungus into trees to see if we can kill them. 

"But the results are not conclusive - I don't believe that we've really got to the bottom of it." 

One theory is that the fungus only takes hold when a tree is already damaged. 

"One theory is that elephants are damaging them," Professor Wingfield said. "I think elephants eat on, and damage, the stems of the trees... and then these secondary organisms start to infest them." 

Baobabs are an extremely unusual type of tree - more like a cactus in their ability to survive drought by storing water in their enormous trunks - and are reputed to live for several thousand years. 

From a research point of view, they are actually quite difficult to work with. 

"They're generally - the ones that are supposed to be dying - very big; and the baobab is like a succulent, it's not like a typical tree. So if you take a chainsaw to it, it just spews out a whole bunch of water - it's sort of mushy inside." 

Their value to many communities in Africa is immense, but Prof Wingfield fears the trees' broader commercial value may not be on the scale required to draw further funds to mount a full-scale study of what is attacking them. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Putin Moves Russia Towards Ratifying the Kyoto Protocol 

MOSCOW, Russia, May 24, 2004 (ENS) - President Vladimir Putin has announced that Russia will move towards ratification of the Kyoto climate protocol, a step that could rescue the international agreement on limits to greenhouse gas emissions. Since the United States rejected the global warming treaty, Russia's backing has been essential to bring it into force. 

In a press conference Friday, Putin said, "We will speed up Russia's movement toward the Kyoto Protocol's ratification." 

Putin made the announcement after the European Union supported Russia's bid to join the World Trade Organization. The EU, which has already ratified the Kyoto Protocol, had made its support dependent on Russia ratifying the treaty. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin (Photo courtesy Russian Federation)
Putin said, "The EU has met us halfway in talks over the WTO and that cannot but affect positively our position on the Kyoto Protocol." 

The aggreement between Russia and the European Union on entry into the WTO was reached between European Trade Commissioner Pascal Lamy and Russian Trade Minister German Gref in Moscow, after nearly 10 years of talks. 

Commissioner Lamy said in Moscow Friday that the conclusion of the EU-Russia bilateral deal is the first major step towards Russia's WTO membership, since the EU is by far Russia's largest trading partner, representing over 50 percent of Russia external trade. Russia is the EU's fifth largest trading partner. "For us," Lamy said, "WTO membership means a Russian market which is more open, predictable, transparent and efficient." 

The Kyoto Protocol part of the deal was dependent on Russia, an energy producer, giving the EU a favorable price on energy. 

Lamy said this was "an essential element" for the EU in part because "it will encourage a more efficient use of energy resources in this country, which fits with the EU line to see Russia ratify the Kyoto Protocol. Hence, the results of our bilateral WTO deal on energy are mutually supportive of the Kyoto goals." 

Putin's Kyoto Protocol announcement was met with applause from environmental groups in the United States. The World Wildlife Fund welcomed Putin’s first clear statement in support of Russian ratification of the protocol. 

“Ratification of the Kyoto Protocol is in the interest of the Russian state - its people, its economy, its environment," said Alexey Kokorin of WWF’s Climate Change Program in Russia. “We urge President Putin to deliver on his promise and advise the lower house of the Russian parliament to begin ratification procedures immediately.” 

"President Putin's announcement regarding the Protocol irreversibly changes the agenda," said Jonathan Lash, president of the World Resources Institute (WRI). 
Pascal Lamy of France is European Commissioner for External Trade (Photo courtesy Office of the Commissioner)
"WRI applauds the leaders of the European Union for stepping forward and breaking the logjam with respect to Russian ratification. The developed world has begun to come to terms with the inevitability of carbon reductions and is committed to responding accordingly," Lash said. "The Protocol's entry into force provides a framework for addressing the issue of global warming." 

The rules for entry into force of the 1997 Kyoto Protocol require 55 Parties to the United Nations Framework Climate Change Convention to ratify the agreement, including industrialized countries accounting for 55 percent of that group’s 1990 carbon dioxide emissions. 

To date, industrialized countries accounting for only 44.2 percent of their 1990 baseline carbon dioxide emissions have ratified the protocol, so Russia's 17 percent is needed to meet the threshold figure. 

The United States pulled out its 36 percent in 2001. 

Now, to win WTO membership Russia must conclude bilateral arrangements with other WTO partners such as the United States, China and Japan. 
ROAP Media Update – 25 May 2004

UN or UNEP in the news

World's wild bamboo forests face extinction
Asahi Shimbun - Tokyo,Japan, May 24, 2004 - There is something uniquely refreshing about bamboo forests. Especially around this season, it is sheer pleasure to feel the breeze. The green of the bamboo trees, their smell and the rustling of the leaves harmonize into a delightful prelude to early summer.
…In a wake-up call meant to shake them out of their indifference, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) recently released a report on the world's wild bamboo forests at risk. The report was co-produced with UNEP's World Conservation Monitoring Centre (UNEP-WCMC) and the International Network for Bamboo and Rattan (INBAR)…
http://www.asahi.com/english/vox/TKY200405240078.html 

Preparation of national adaptation Plan of action begun
Kuensel – Bhutan, Monday, May 24, 2004 - 24 May 2004 - Bhutan’s 24 glacial lakes could burst their banks in the next 10 years and cause flash floods similar to the 1994 Punakha flood according to a recent study done by the United Nations environment programme (UNEP).

http://www.kuenselonline.com/article.php?sid=4094 

General Environment News

Climate change affecting crops
By Zhu Bao (China Daily) Updated: 2004-05-24 - Agricultural researchers are being called upon to put more efforts into research on the effects of high temperatures and pests in order to adapt Chinese farming to the warming climate and prevent food security crises.  
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2004-05/24/content_333260.htm 

****************************

UNEP China Office’s input to ROAP media update –25 May 2004

General Environment News

POPs pose great challenges
Xinhuanet 2004-5-24- China, one of the world's largest chemical products producers, is confronted with great challenges in reducing and eliminating the Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) that exist in these products, Luo Yi, an official of the State Environmental Protection Administration (SEPA) of China, said at an international symposium on the impact of POPs in urban areas. …Fortunately, POPs have already caught the government's attention. SEPA has established a Stockholm Convention Implementation Office in Beijing and since 1999, Canada, Italy and the Global Environment Facility have respectively funded China in controlling POPs. 

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-05/24/content_1487929.htm
Biodiversity faces threat from alien species

Xinhuanet 2004-5-23 - "China's ecosystem is facing a serious threat from an increasing number of alien species", experts said. Statistics show that one to two invasive alien species like the snail are discovered every year now, compared to one every eight to ten years before 1990s. China lacks effective supervision and assessment of environmental safety of alien species," said Wang Jie, senior engineer of the species safety office of the State Environmental Protection Administration (SEPA). 

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-05/23/content_1485373.htm

Air monitoring possible for all cities soon
China Daily 2004-05-25 - All large and medium-sized Chinese cities will see an increase in air quality monitoring systems and monitoring points by 2010. Meanwhile, a total of 150 million yuan (US$18 million) has been invested to set up air quality monitoring systems across the country since 2000, when officials turned their attention to strengthening the monitoring of air quality. …China has also been making efforts to introduce foreign experience in environmental monitoring. 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2004-05/25/content_333414.htm
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M O N D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Annan welcomes resumption of high-level talks between Japan, DPR of Korea

*
Brahimi continues talks on post-transition Iraq

*
UN envoy leads delegation to donors’ meeting on reconstruction in Iraq

*
Turmoil in Iraq and Middle East must not hamper Arab League’s progress – Annan
*
UN envoy ‘encouraged’ by talks with Afghan leaders on disarmament, security

*
UN agency hands over new homes to Palestine refugees in Gaza

*
Côte d’Ivoire: UN envoy pledges full support for disarmament drive

*
Drafting UN treaty on rights of disabled requires ‘new approach’ – panel chair

*
Africa calls for principles of fairer world trade to be worked out by July, UN says

*
UN disarmament teams in West Africa meet to work out strategies

*
UN peacekeeping official reminds Congolese of responsibilities for transition

*
Kyrgyzstan ratifies treaty on combating worst forms of child labour – UN agency

*
4 die of Ebola in southern Sudan, UN health agency reports

*
Facing imminent water shortage Near Eastern countries need to plant trees – UN

*
UN warns Asia-Pacific faces acute food safety risk; ‘danger just round the corner’

*
UNESCO set to co-host junior tennis tournament at home of French Open

*
States endorse WHO strategies to fight obesity and improve reproductive health

* * * * 

DPR of Korea

24 May – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan welcomed the resumption of talks between the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) and Japan, said his spokesman today, describing the high-level meetings as “a timely and encouraging step.”

“He hopes that the discussions between Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi and Chairman of the DPRK National Defence Commission Kim Jong Il, which have helped to resolve some difficult issues, will lead to a normalization of bilateral relations,” spokesman Fred Eckhard said.

“The Secretary-General is pleased to note the commitment of the two leaders to continue to resolve the nuclear issue within the Beijing process,” he added, referring to the six-way talks also involving China, the Republic of Korea, Russian Federation and United States.

Mr. Eckhard said it was also the message that the Mr. Annan’s Personal Envoy, Maurice F. Strong, received during his visit last week to the DPRK. “The Secretary-General is grateful for Japan’s decision to resume providing humanitarian aid to the DPRK, which has been the subject of special efforts by the United Nations,” he said.

* * *
Iraq

24 May – United Nations Special Adviser Lakhdar Brahimi continued his talks today with Iraqis and representatives of other nations on the future of Iraq after the handover of sovereignty at the end of June.

Mr. Brahimi’s activities over the past few days have included meetings with the Japanese and Chinese representatives in Iraq, the Iraqi National Founding Congress and the current Minister of Education, Dr. Ala’ Alwan, according to a UN spokesman.

He also met the Islamic Dawa Party, of which the Minister of Communications, Dr. Haidar el-Obadi, was a representative.

This afternoon, Mr. Brahimi met with groups representing the Iraqi Republican Coalition, the city of Fallujah and Sunni clerics. He listened to their aspirations and opinions about what they think their new government should look like, and briefed them on his own activities, the spokesman said.

In an interview with the Dubai-based network Al-Arabeya, to be broadcast tonight, Mr. Brahimi outlined the scenarios being discussed for an Iraqi caretaker government until elections are held next January.

He stressed again that the Iraqis welcomed a large role for the United Nations during the post-handover period, and that the new Iraqi interim government and the United States and its allies will have to “sit together to talk about how the relationship between them will be, and about the management of the forthcoming phase, during which sovereignty will be in the hands of the Iraqi people.”

* * *
Iraq: reconstruction

24 May – The United Nations envoy for Iraq is set to lead the UN delegation at a meeting tomorrow of donors seeking to rebuild the war-torn country.

“This second meeting…will enable the Iraqi authorities and their international partners to address the pressing challenge of reconstruction confronting Iraq,” Ross Mountain, Secretary General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative ad interim for Iraq, said of the two-day meeting of the Donor Committee of the International Reconstruction Fund Facility for Iraq (IRFFI), which begins tomorrow in the Qatari capital, Doha.

The IRFFI was established last October in Madrid as a channel for providing assistance to rebuild Iraq.

The Facility so far has received commitments totalling $1 billion; Japan is the major donor and chair of the Donor Committee. The Facility has two windows managed by the UN and the World Bank, respectively, and works in close cooperation with the Iraqi authorities and donors. Already $230 million worth of programmes have been processed by the UN window alone.

“Despite the continuing insecurity, the UN is pursuing activities in collaboration with Iraqi authorities, local communities and civil society to provide support to millions of Iraqis. Much, however, remains to be done. With the return of sovereignty on 30 June, the UN is committed to intensifying its efforts in mobilizing international support for the Iraqi authorities and people,” Mr. Mountain added.

* * *

League of Arab States summit

22 May – While the Arab world might be in a period of extreme “turbulence and pain,” particularly with the suffering of Palestinians and the upheaval in Iraq, Arab leaders should forge ahead with change so their peoples might enjoy hope and prosperity, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan urged today. 

“The United Nations remains strongly committed to working with you as you continue your quest for development, justice and peace,” he said in a message to the summit meeting in Tunis of the League of Arab States, delivered by Mohamed Sahnoun, his Special Adviser on Africa. 

“Above all else, leadership can make a difference between hope and despair, and between renewal and the status quo,” he added. 

Referring to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, the Secretary-General said the recent escalation by Israel of killing and injury had reached unacceptable levels. “Such actions hinder the search for peace and deepen the bitterness that prevails among Palestinians and the indignation felt in the international community,” he said, condemning those acts and calling on Israel to refrain from further violations of international law and to meet its obligations under the Road Map. 

He also noted that some Palestinian groups continue to carry out suicide bombings and other attacks that fuel hatred and fear, and set back their national aspirations. “We should all strongly condemn terrorism, wherever and whenever it occurs; no cause can justify it,” he stressed, and called on the Palestinian Authority to meet its obligations under the Road Map as well, and take effective measures on the ground to curb violence and combat terror. 

On the situation in Iraq, the Secretary-General said the United Nations would work with the Arab League to help the country through its difficult transition period. “Whatever our view of the war and its wider implications, we must be united now in helping Iraq through this latest ordeal,” he said. 

Mr. Annan also stressed that the League’s active support would be crucial during the transition. “The region has a role to play, and must play it. Each of us shares an interest in a free, stable, united and democratic Iraq at peace with itself and with its neighbours,” he said. “That, and nothing else, must be our agenda, and the United Nations is striving to do its part, as circumstances permit.” 

The Secretary-General said that despite a “ruinous climate” created by the atmosphere in Iraq and Palestine, he was happy that such a climate had not hindered Arab leaders from addressing the wider agenda of change in the region and congratulated them on their plans to adopt a revised Arab Charter of Human Rights. 

“Any process of reform, anywhere in the world, must be home-grown, coming from within. There is nothing that the outside world can tell you about freedom, women’s emancipation or the knowledge gap that your own people are not already telling you,” he said. 

Leading Arab intellectuals, sociologists and others, thinking only of their own people’s well-being, and seeking only to assess their societies’ development, are offering a prescription for progress, Mr. Annan noted. “With those recommendations striking a chord throughout the region, it is a source of real encouragement that many of you are strongly supporting them,” he said.

* * *

Afghanistan

24 May – With the United Nations-backed plan to decommission thousands of ex-soldiers in Afghanistan picking up steam, the top UN envoy in the country met today with the governor of Herat and two senior army commanders to discuss key aspects of the national agenda.

Jean Arnault, head of the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA), met in Kabul today with the Governor of Herat, Ismail Khan, Gen. Ustad Atta Mohammad, Commander of the 7th Corps, and Gen. Daoud, Commander of the 6th Corps.

“They discussed key aspects of the national agenda, including disarmament, demobilization and reintegration, security, the fight against drugs and the restoration of law and order,” UNAMA spokesman Manoel de Almeida e Silva said in a statement released following the talks in the Afghan capital.

According to the statement, Mr. Arnault “welcomes the commitments made by all three interlocutors”…particularly in the area of disarmament. “[He] is encouraged by these commitments and trusts that the DDR process will gain momentum and will result in tangible benefits for demobilized soldiers as well as for the stability and security of the country.”

* * *

Middle East

24 May – Refugee families from Rafah and Khan Yunis in the Gaza Strip received 86 new houses today to replace shelters destroyed by Israeli forces, the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) said.

The houses will shelter 93 families of 475 refugees who had no alternative housing, the Agency said. So far 220 families have been given new homes, costing $4.6 million, provided by donors.

Between the start of the strife in 2000 and 10 May, 2,018 buildings housing more than 18,300 refugee and non-refugee Palestinians were destroyed, UNRWA said.

For re-housing projects for currently homeless refugees, UNRWA needs $35 million. In addition, the agency has requested $193.5 million for all the refugees’ needs in 2004, but has received only 29 per cent, or $55 million, it said.

Yesterday, UNRWA protested an incursion by Israeli forces into its Jenin Camp Reconstruction Project Office in the West Bank.

UNRWA said Israeli military forces broke into and occupied the Office in the early morning hours of 20 May. A shot was fired in the direction of UNRWA’s senior project manager, Paul Wolstenholme, who was detained, threatened with physical violence, handcuffed and blindfolded.

The Agency’s Director of Operations in the West Bank, Anders Fange, said, “I am personally upset and alarmed. Israel has agreed to ensure the protection and security of the personnel, installations and property of UNRWA, but this was not done in the present case.”

* * *

Côte d’Ivoire

23 May – Addressing the people of Côte d’Ivoire, the top United Nations envoy to the country today reiterated the world body’s full support for the country’s disarmament campaign. 

In a public statement released in Abidjan, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative, Albert Tevoedjre, said the UN would assist the Government of National Reconciliation as well as the National Disarmament Commission based on the mandate determined by the Security Council. 

He emphasized that all parties to the Linas-Marcoussis Agreement had endorsed the aim of disarmament and underscored the responsibility of the Government of National Reconciliation in reaching this goal. 

The envoy also stressed that the UN could in no way substitute for the country’s authorities or for parties to that Agreement. 

The Linas-Marcoussis Agreement of January 2003 halted fierce fighting between the Government of President Laurent Gbagbo and armed opposition forces. The UN Operation in Côte d’Ivoire (UNOCI) was subsequently deployed to support the country’s peace process.

* * *
Persons with disabilities

24 May – Creating a binding international treaty on the rights of persons with disabilities requires “a new approach” that integrates traditional human rights themes with diverse emerging concerns such as access to new technologies, and human rights and development, the Chairman of a United Nations treaty-drafting committee said today.

Speaking at a press briefing, Ambassador Luis Gallegos Chiriboga of Ecuador, Chairman of the UN General Assembly’s Ad Hoc Committee drafting an international convention on protecting the rights and dignity of persons with disabilities, stressed that during its two-week session, the panel would look beyond long-established non-discrimination measures and consider integrating other, forward-looking issues of concern to both physically and mentally disabled persons.

In order to ensure a breakthrough convention of comprehensive scope, Mr. Chiriboga said, those concerns would range from the technological change in communications and biotechnology and genetics, to war and conflicts, epidemics or poverty in a globalized world. In the twenty-first century, such new agendas would have a major impact on the lives of people with disabilities and on whole societies, he added.

In that context, he said, the civil society, along with transparent, participatory governments would also constitute a major part of a successful effort to advance the treaty process. The Committee’s efforts towards a broad-based convention would also require strengthening a “dynamic web of interrelationships” between international, national, regional and local civic institutions, working closely together to achieve the universal of human rights for all persons, with or without disabilities.

He said the World Health Organization (WHO) had estimated that some 400 million to 450 million of the world’s 600 million disabled people lived in developing countries. And with the world’s population aging rapidly, the number of disabled persons would certainly increase.

Stressing that it would take more than money to comprehensively address the needs of persons with disabilities worldwide, Mr. Chiriboga said that it was not simply a governmental issue, but a societal one. It was necessary to change the customs and mores of society to make it more integrated and holistic. Therefore, resources were not the only requirements, but also attitudinal changes as well.

* * *

Africa

24 May – African government ministers in charge of their countries’ economies, meeting under the auspices of the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (ECA), have called on rich countries in the World Trade Organization (WTO) to remove their high tariffs on developing country exports, their distorting export subsidies and other obstacles to fair trade by July.

“Africa’s share in world merchandise exports fell from 6.3 per cent in 1980 to 2.5 per cent in 2000. Africa has hardly benefited from the boom in manufactured exports, with Africa’s share in world manufactured exports remaining unchanged at 0.8 per cent in two decades,” the Ministers of Finance, Planning and Economic Development said Saturday in the final statement of their annual conference, held this year in Kampala, Uganda.

Africa’s efforts at diversifying its economies by including manufactured exports have been blocked by rich country tariff escalation and tariff peaks on manufactures from developing countries, with some peaks as high as 900 per cent, they said. “We strongly recommend that our development partners should take action to correct this,” the statement said.

The Ministers praised the United States legislation known as the African Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA) for opening a window for African goods to be sold in that country. In this regard, they agreed to write to the US Congress to express their concern over delays in extending AGOA provisions from 2008 to 2015.

According to the World Bank, the May 2000 AGOA could have increased Africa’s non-oil exports by 8 to 11 per cent. Medium-term gains could have been greater if AGOA had not imposed certain conditions, including the stringent rule-of-origin stipulating that exporters source certain inputs from either within Africa or in the United States, it said.

In addition, Africa’s apparel exports would drop by over 30 per cent with the dismantling of the Multi-Fibre Arrangement (MFA) at the beginning of 2005, giving African exports to the United States competition from many other apparel manufacturers, the World Bank said. If AGOA had provided unrestricted access, the negative impact of the MFA’s end could have been nearly fully offset.

In multilateral negotiations, the question of cotton is critical, the ministers said. “This sector is a key contributor to GDP and export earnings, and to employment, in many African countries. Policies in developed countries that have led to overproduction and glutting of world markets have driven down world prices, thus playing havoc with African economies.”

The ministers also saw problems in their domestic trade policies and pledged to find new, predictable sources of trade financing and ways of maintaining fiscal stability while advancing trade liberalization in their countries. Intra-African trade accounted for only 10.5 per cent of total exports and 10.1 per cent of imports, they noted.

* * *

West Africa

24 May – Four Disarmament, Demobilization and Re-Integration (DDR) teams from United Nations peacekeeping missions, national governments and development partners have discussed how to stop the circulation of fighters and weapons through porous regional borders.

The teams from Côte d’Ivoire, Guinea-Bissau, Liberia and Sierra Leone agreed at the meeting Friday in Dakar, Senegal, to increase cross-country collaboration and harmonize national DDR programmes in West Africa, “a region where violence easily spreads across state boundaries and with massive cross-border circulation of combatants and illicit weapons,” the host of the meeting, the UN Office for West Africa (UNOWA), said in a statement.

They also discussed the need to neutralize “spoilers,” those individuals or groups who maintain the warring and hamper efforts at DDR.

After their next meeting, they would submit recommendations to the following meeting of the heads of UN peace missions in West Africa, according to UNOWA.

The fifth regional meeting of mission chiefs, also previously scheduled for Friday, was postponed. It was to have included a review of the simmering conflict in Guinea’s Guinea-Forestière Province.

* * *

DR of Congo

24 May – At the halfway point towards the holding of elections in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), the United Nations top peacekeeping official has reminded the Congolese people of their responsibilities in ensuring a successful transition to peace.

Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations Jean-Marie Guéhenno continued his official visit over the weekend to the DRC, speaking at an event in the capital, Kinshasa.

“The international community only plays a supportive role to the central one, which is to be played by the Congolese themselves,” he said. His visit comes one year after the Transitional Government was installed and a year before the elections scheduled for June 2005.

Mr. Guéhenno added that recent decisions made by Congolese authorities, including the signing of the Ituri commitment act and the nominations of Governors, were major steps in the right direction.

Yesterday Mr. Guéhenno flew to Ituri, in the northeast of the DR of Congo, after travelling Saturday to Uganda, where met President Yoweri Museveni.

* * *

Child labour

24 May – Kyrgyzstan has become the 150th country to ratify the fundamental worldwide standard for combating the worst forms of child labour, putting the treaty within sight of universal ratification by all 177 members of the United Nations International Labour Organization (ILO), the agency announced today.

ILO Convention No. 182, which provides the basis for national law and practice against the worst forms of child labour, was adopted in 1999 and has received the most ratifications in the shortest time of any treaty in the agency’s 85-year history. Should the convention be ratified by all ILO Member States, it would become the first of the agency’s conventions to receive universal support.

“This rapid pace of ratification shows that world opinion has taken a determined stand against the scourge of child labour, particularly in its cruellest and most exploitative forms,” said ILO Director General Juan Somavia.

The convention identifies the worst forms of child labour as those which have a “debilitating effect on the health, morals or psychological well-being of children,” including work in dangerous industrial activities such as mining, illegal activities such as prostitution, pornography or drug trafficking, work in extreme conditions of heat or cold and work that involves exposure to hazardous substances or chemicals.

* * *

24 May – Four people in southern Sudan have died from Ebola, the United Nations World Health Organization (WHO) said today, but the agency has recommended no special restrictions on travel or trade as a result of the outbreak and has notified neighbouring countries.

Health authorities of Yambio County have reported a total of 19 cases, including the four fatalities, of Ebola haemorrhagic fever (EHF) in Yambio, Western Equatoria Province, where it appears to be restricted, WHO said.

Laboratory testing performed by the Kenya Medical Research Institute (KEMRI) and by the United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) confirmed the outbreak.

The WHO South Sudan Early Warning and Response Network (EWARN), along with a team from WHO headquarters in Geneva, have been working closely with the health authorities and partners in Yambio County in creating a crisis committee to control the outbreak.

The committee includes the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), Médecins sans Frontières-France and other non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and churches working in public health. The committee is working actively in social mobilization, supporting case management in Yambio hospital and organizing the follow-up of contacts of people who have been ill with the disease, WHO said.

* * *

Forests

24 May – Countries in the Near East, the most parched region in the world, are showing increasing interest in planting trees to boost water quality and food security but face an imminent water shortage and the threat of deforestation due to agricultural expansion and urbanization, a United Nations agency said today.

Overall forest cover in the region declined by slightly less than 1 million hectares per annum in the last decade, with six countries recording a drop, according to the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). Some 20 countries are discussing the role of forests in food and water security at a four-day meeting at the agency’s Near East Forestry Commission in Beirut, beginning today.

“Although forest cover is low, afforestation and green landscaping are gaining ground in the Near East, despite harsh climatic conditions,” FAO Assistant Director-General for Forestry Hosny El-Lakany said. “Planted trees not only help the region to have better quality water but trees serve as windbreaks and shelterbelts against desertification.”

Forest cover in the region amounts to around 110 million hectares, equivalent to 5.9 per cent of the land area, with Sudan accounting for more than half. For all other countries, forests on the average account for less than 3 per cent of the total land area.

Forests are important as a source of fuelwood and livestock fodder and also provide some 2 million cubic metres of wood products and more than $100 million worth of exported non-wood forest products such as gum arabic, cork, pistachios and honey.

Although trees consume water, they eventually contribute to watershed management, regulate water flows and serve as windbreaks and shelterbelts against sand encroachment.

An increasing number of countries in the region, including Egypt, Jordan, Kuwait, United Arab Emirates and Yemen, have begun using treated waste water to irrigate forest plantations and greenbelts. Using such water is essential given the scarcity. It is also low in cost and effective to dispose of water and to improve the quality of forest plantations.

* * *

Food safety

24 May – With one person dying every 45 seconds from food- and water-borne diseases in Asia and the Pacific alone, the area faces serious risks in densely populated zones, two United Nations agencies said today at the start of a regional meeting seeking to head off future threats to public health and international trade.

“So far, food contamination incidents and food-borne disease outbreaks in the region have been relatively isolated, but the potential danger is just round the corner,” according to the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and World Health Organization (WHO). “Already an estimated one in three people worldwide suffer annually from a food-borne disease and 1.8 million die from severe food and waterborne diarrhoea.”

In Asia and the Pacific, more than 700,000 people die and many more are debilitated every year from single cases of food- and water-borne disease – single cases that most often do not hit press headlines.

“The danger of food-related outbreaks is particularly acute in Asia and the Pacific, because of the instances in which animals and people live in proximity and the way in which some food is produced and distributed,” WHO Assistant Director-General for Food Safety Kerstin Leitner said.

The bird flu epidemic earlier this year – the most recent example of a disease linking food, animals and human health – has been historically unprecedented and of great concern for human health as well as for agriculture, with 23 fatal human cases and about 100 million birds dead or culled.

Food safety officials and experts from some 40 countries are participating in the four-day Regional Conference on Food Safety under FAO and WHO auspices in Seremban, Malaysia.

Trade disruptions due to poor food quality have also been on the increase, including unacceptable pesticide residue levels in fruits and vegetables and antibiotic residues in seafood and poultry. A ban on fish imports into the European Union cost one Asian country $335 million in lost export.

Recent scandals with life threatening sub-standard or chemically contaminated food are just the tip of the iceberg of a widespread and growing public health problem, symptomatic of safety systems not properly working and of the lack of integrated mechanisms to predict potential outbreaks and organize rapid responses to prevent them, the agencies warned.

* * *
Tennis

24 May – The United Nations cultural agency is teaming up with French-based banking giant BNP Paribas to host hundreds of young athletes from around the world for a tennis tournament at Roland Garros Stadium – home of the French Open.

More than 300 players between 12 and 14 years-old from more than 60 countries are expected for the BNP Paribas Cup, which will be held from 1 to 10 July at the Stade Francais in Paris under the auspices of the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO).

Although this will mark the third year of the UNESCO’s involvement in the tournament, it is the first time in the competition’s 15-year history that the finale will actually be held in the Stade Roland Garros, on 11 July, following the French Open.

At the tournament site’s Rainbow Village, UNESCO plans to make available a range of publications and exhibitions spotlighting its effort to place education, culture, science and communication at the heart of development. Workshops will be held on such relevant topics as doping, action for non-violence, teaching values through sport and cultural diversity in sports.

Tasked with spearheading the effort to prepare an international treaty against doping in sports, UNESCO plans to host a conference and debate on the subject during the tournament. A draft convention is being prepared and will be submitted for adoption at the 33rd session of UNESCO’s General Conference in 2005.

In other news, the agency is set to name Russian ice hockey champion Vyacheslav Fetisov a UNESCO Champion for Sport in a ceremony Wednesday at its Paris headquarters.

Mr. Fetisov, who heads the Russian Federation’s Federal Agency for Sport, Education and Tourism, will be honoured in recognition of his outstanding achievements in sports and his exemplary efforts to promote physical education among young people living in difficult situations, UNESCO said.

With seven World Championships, he also won two Olympic gold medals during the 1980s as captain of Russia’s national team. Mr. Fetisov is also a three-time Stanley Cup (USA) winner – twice as a player and once as an assistant coach.

* * *

WHO

23 May – Aiming to fight lifestyle-related non-communicable diseases, countries meeting in Geneva have adopted the World Health Organization (WHO) Global Strategy on Diet, Physical Activity and Health. 

This action by the annual World Health Assembly gathering on Saturday is considered especially urgent since these illnesses – which include cardiovascular disease, type 2 diabetes, certain cancers and obesity-related conditions – now account for some 60 per cent of global deaths and almost half of the global burden of disease. 

“This is a landmark achievement in global public health policy and provides our Member States with a powerful instrument, which will enable them to develop effective and integrated national strategies to reduce the human and socioeconomic costs of non-communicable diseases,” said WHO Director-General Dr. Lee Jong-wook. 

He also pointed out that the burden of death, illness and disability caused by noncommunicable diseases “is now greatest in developing countries, where those affected are on average younger than in the developed world.” 

The strategy emphasizes the need to limit the consumption of saturated fats and trans fatty acids, salt and sugars, and to increase consumption of fruit and vegetables and levels of physical activity. It also addresses the role of prevention in health services; food and agriculture policies; fiscal policies; surveillance systems; regulatory policies; consumer education and communication including marketing, health claims and nutrition labelling; and school policies as they affect food and physical activity choices. 

The World Health Assembly also endorsed a new strategy on reproductive health in a bid to combat the spread of sexually transmitted disease and make pregnancy and childbirth safer. 

That plan targets five priority areas: improving antenatal, delivery, postpartum and newborn care; providing high-quality family planning services, including those related to infertility; eliminating unsafe abortion; combating sexually transmitted infections; and promoting sexual health. 

“Unsafe sex is one of the biggest risks to our health today, largely as a result of acquiring sexually-transmitted infections, such as HIV/AIDS,” said Joy Phumaphi, WHO’s Assistant Director-General of Family and Community Health. “It is fundamental to the social and economic development of communities, economies and nations.” 

Each year, some 8 million of the estimated 210 million women who become pregnant suffer life-threatening complications related to pregnancy, many experiencing long-term effects. In 2000, an estimated 529,000 women died during pregnancy and childbirth from largely preventable causes. 

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon, 

**Guest at Noon
Joining us today is Ambassador Luis Gallegos of Ecuador, the Chairman of the General Assembly’s Ad Hoc Committee, which is drafting an international conventional on the rights of persons with disabilities.  And he will be talking about the Committee’s two-week session, which begins today.

**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General
I’ll start my briefing with a statement attributable to the Spokesman regarding the KoreanPeninsula:

“The Secretary-General welcomes the resumption of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK)-Japan dialogue at the highest level as a timely and encouraging step.  He hopes that the discussions between Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi and Chairman of the DPRK National Defence Commission Kim Jong Il, which has helped to resolve some difficult issues, will lead to a normalization of bilateral relations.  The Secretary-General is pleased to note the commitment of the two leaders to continue to resolve the nuclear issue within the Beijing process.  This is also the message that his Personal Envoy Mr. Maurice F. Strong received during his visit to the DPRK last week.  The Secretary-General is grateful for Japan’s decision to resume providing humanitarian aid to the DPRK, which has been the subject of special efforts by the United Nations.”

**Security Council
The Security Council is meeting in consultations to discuss a draft resolution on Iraq, which was introduced this morning.

Council members are also expected to discuss a new date for the vote and the open debate on the resolution regarding UN peacekeepers and the International Criminal Court.  That meeting had been scheduled for today but was postponed at the request of the resolution’s sponsor.

**Brahimi - Meetings
The consultations of Lakhdar Brahimi, the Secretary-General’s Special Advisor, continue.

His activities in Iraq over the past few days have included meetings with the Japanese and Chinese representatives in Iraq, the Iraqi National Founding Congress, and the current Minister of Education, Dr. Ala’ Alwan.  He also met the Islamic Dawa Party, of which the Minister of Communications, Dr. Haidar el-Obadi, was a representative.  This afternoon, he met three groups: one representing the Iraqi Republican Coalition, another representing the city of Fallujah, and the last representing Sunni clerics.

He listened to their aspirations and opinions about what they think their new government should look like, and briefed them on his own activities.

**Afghanistan
In Afghanistan today, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative there, Jean Arnault, met in Kabul with the Governor of Herat, Ismail Khan, General Ustad Atta Mohammad, Commander of the 7th Corps and General Daoud, Commander of the 6th Corps. 

They discussed key aspects of the national agenda, including disarmament, demobilization and reintegration, security, the fight against drugs, and the restoration of law and order.

In a statement, Jean Arnault welcomes the commitments made by all three interlocutors, particularly in the area of disarmament.  He trusts that this will result in tangible benefits for demobilized soldiers, as well as for the stability and security of Afghanistan. 

We have the full text of his statement upstairs.

**UNRWA - Protest
The UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) has protested against an incursion last Thursday by Israeli military forces into its Jenin Camp Reconstruction Project Office in the West Bank.

During the incursion, a shot was fired in the direction of the Agency’s senior project manager as he attempted to gain access to the office.  We have more in a press release upstairs.

**Côte d’Ivoire
Addressing the people of Côte d'Ivoire, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative to that country, Albert Tevoedjre, has reiterated the UN’s full support for the country's disarmament campaign.

In a public statement released in Abidjan Sunday, Tevoedjre said the United Nations would assist the Government of National Reconciliation as well as the National Disarmament Commission based on the mandate determined by the Security Council. 

He emphasized that all parties to the Linas-Marcoussis Agreement had endorsed the aim of disarmament and underscored the responsibility of the Government of National Reconciliation in reaching that goal. 

The United Nations could in no way substitute for the country's authorities or for parties to that Agreement, he said.  

**Guéhenno in DRC
Over the weekend, the Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, Jean-Marie Guéhenno, continued his official visit to the Democratic Republic of the Congo.  At an event in Kinshasa, he reminded the Congolese people of their responsibilities with regard to the huge tasks ahead to achieve a successful transition in the DRC.  He said, “The international community only plays a supportive role to the central one, which is to be played by the Congolese themselves.” 

Guéhenno added that recent decisions made by Congolese authorities, including the signing of the Ituri Commitment Act and the nomination of Governors, were major steps in the right direction.  On Sunday, he travelled to the north-eastern district of Ituri. 

Guéhenno’s visit comes midway in the DRC’s transition, that is, a year after the Transitional Government was put in place and a year before the elections scheduled for June 2005.  We have a press release on that.

**ILO – Child Labour
Kyrgyzstan has become the 150th country to ratify Convention No. 182, which is the world's fundamental international standard for combating the worst forms of child labour.

The International Labour Organization says the ratification puts the Convention within sight of achieving universal ratification by all of the Organization's 177 member States.

Should the Convention be ratified by all 177 ILO member States, it would become the first ILO convention ever to receive universal support.  We have a press release on that.

**SG – Biological Diversity
Last Saturday was the International Day for Biological Diversity, and in a message to mark the occasion, the Secretary-General warned that the consequences of failing to stop the loss of biodiversity are too awful to contemplate. 

He called on national governments and all individuals, local communities, sectors and organizations, to support and promote actions aimed at reducing the rate of biodiversity loss.

We have copies of his statement available upstairs.

**SG – Lecture Series
A reminder that the next instalment of the Secretary-General’s Lecture Series will take place tomorrow.

The lecture is entitled “Who is Afraid of Human Rights?”  It will take place in the ECOSOC Chamber from 1:25 p.m. to 2:45 p.m.  

The Secretary-General will chair the lecture, and the three guest speakers are: Ambassador Najat Al-Hajjaji of the UN Commission on Human Rights, Professor Ali Mazrui of the Institute of Global Cultural Studies, at BirminghamUniversity, and Dr. William F. Schulz of Amnesty International USA.  We have more on that upstairs.

**Press Conference Tomorrow
Finally, a press conference tomorrow in this room:  12:45 Ambassador Heraldo Muñoz of Chile, Chairman of the Sanctions Committee on Al-Qaeda and the Taliban.  And he will brief you on the Committee’s work.

That’s all I have for you.  Any questions?  Yes?

**Questions and Answers
Question:   Fred, is Mr. Brahimi going to brief the Council before the Council vote on the resolution?

Spokesman:  You’ll have to ask the Council members what their intentions are.  As I think I’ve already told you, we don’t expect Mr. Brahimi back before the end of the month.  Mohamed?

Question:   Fred, Mr. Secretary-General will receive the Iranian Nobel Peace Prize winner.  Do you have any idea what might be said to Ms. Shirin Ebadi?

Spokesman:  We’ll tell you after the meeting what he did say to her. Yes, Ma’am?

Question:   Do you have any idea when the resolution on Iraq will be put to a vote?

Spokesman:  No.  You’ll have to ask the Council members what they think their pace will be.  But they haven’t shared that with us.

Question:   Fred, I don’t know if I am behind.  Has the Secretary-General designated a representative for the forthcoming mission in (Inaudible)?

Spokesman:  Has he designated one?  That’s good question.  

Question:   I know he has a Special Adviser, but...

Spokesman:  I don’t believe so.  But let me double-check for you after the briefing.  [He later said the SRSG for Haiti had not yet been named.]

Very good.  Well, Ambassador Gallegos, please come up.

* *** *



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "Toxics" ��The Star (Malaysia) - Phasing out the toxics�


� HYPERLINK  \l "DDT" ��The Star (Malaysia) - DDT a dirty chemical�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Floods" ��BBC - Bhutan fears glacial melt could bring flash floods�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Programmes" ��CCTV - China’s national broadcaster signs up for TVE’s environmental programmes�
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