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Projects Must Respect Rights of Indigenous Peoples

NAIROBI (AANA) November 25 - New dam-building, mining and road-development schemes should only get the green light after thorough assessments of their impacts on the lives and cultures of indigenous peoples, the head of the United Nations environment arm said here.

Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme UNEP, said new construction and development projects were no longer allowed without an evaluation of their environmental impacts.

He said the same, legally-binding, standards should be applied to their impact on the life-styles and cultures of indigenous peoples.

Toepfer was addressing the 4th International Conference of the International Alliance of Indigenous and Tribal Peoples of the Tropical Forests taking place in the Kenyan capital.

He said conserving and promoting cultural diversity was no nod in the direction of nostalgia. He said it was an “economic imperative”.

Global studies, carried out by UNEP in collaboration with other UN agencies, academics and local people, have found a firm link between cultural and linguistic diversity and biodiversity.

“If you look at languages, you can see the links. On a global level we have less than 7,000 languages and of those up to 2,500 are on the Red List of endangered languages, the UNEP official said.

“If you correlate this to biodiversity, the wealth of animal and plant life on the planet, you see that where you are losing cultural diversity, you are losing biodiversity, and visa versa,”  he told the conference which has attracted indigenous peoples from Africa and Latin America to Asia and the Pacific.

Toepfer said the wealth of animal and plant life nurtured by indigenous, tribal and local peoples “for generations, for ages” amounted to a treasure trove of potentially promising new drugs, crops and industrial products for the 21st century.

Sadly, many of these cultures and their indigenous knowledge are being lost, partly as a result of the globalization of trade, of the media, and the rising dominance of western or northern-style values and traditions.

Big, infrastructure, developments such as dams and mining camps and insensitive tourism projects are also taking their toll. 

Either forcing indigenous communities from their lands or by bringing such peoples and their cultures into conflict with news ones for which they may be ill-prepared.

“This why I fully support the Alliance’s call for cultural damage to be assessed. The more we lose diversity, both culturally and in the natural world, the more we run the risk of instability, the possibility of disasters such as crop failures and basic knowledge on coping with natural disasters such as drought,” said Toepfer.

“For example local people and tribes have, for millennia, developed strategies and methods for surviving in often harsh, sometimes, low rainfall areas,” he said. 

“These have allowed them to grow crops and graze livestock without sacrificing the fertility and stability of the land.  We must give this knowledge and the genetic resources so carefully nurtured by indigenous people our respect and an economic value,” he added.

At the recently held World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD), UNEP in cooperation with UNESCO, held a round table on Cultural and Biological Diversity for Sustainable Development chaired by President Chirac of France.

In April this year, UNEP helped broker the so called Bonn Guidelines at a meeting in the Hague, Netherlands, of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD). 

The guidelines set out, for the first time, clear rules on how governments can balance the needs of those collecting genetic resources from the wild with the need to recompense local and indigenous people for their genetic material and knowledge.

Toepfer told delegates that in addition, UNEP would be furthering such issues at the next meeting of its Governing Council set to take place in Nairobi in February 2003.

“These issues are a real challenge for the UN system. However we will lay them before governments attending the Governing Council and ask them, what can we do more to conserve cultural diversity and to more fairly share the genetic diversity which they hold,” he said.

“Genetic resources and indigenous knowledge are too often treated as a common public good. They are available for everybody, nobody has to pay them, there are no property rights. This has to re-considered and UNEP will do all it can in its power to see that happen,” said Toepfer.

Prepared by Nick Nuttall, 

Head of Media Services, UNEP, Nairobi

___________________________________________________________________________________

U.S. Newswire 

November 22, 2002 Friday 

 World Wildlife Fund Experts Available For Comment On Prestige Oil Tanker Disaster 

      WWF conservation experts are available for comment and updates on the environmental devastation caused by the oil tanker Prestige, which broke into two parts and sunk off the Spanish coast on Tuesday, resulting in an over 4 miles wide and 30 miles long oil slick. 

      Early last week, when it became clear the Prestige was in jeopardy, WWF urged authorities to move the      tanker well away from the Galicia Bank - an extremely sensitive area with one of the highest concentrations      of marine biodiversity in all of Europe. 

      A team of WWF conservation experts has been dispatched to the Galicia coast and is assisting authorities      and offering advice and scientific guidance on rescue and rehabilitation of injured sea birds and other      wildlife. These include threatened bird species such as the European Shag and the black-legged kittiwake.      For information and background on the oil spill and its devastating environmental impact, WWF experts are      available, including: 

      Scott Burns, Director of Fisheries Conservation: Burns joined the staff of the U.S. Land & Wildlife Program in  July 1994 as a senior program officer for marine conservation. Burns came to WWF from the University of  Maryland Law School in Baltimore, where he was an assistant professor and faculty member of the  university's coastal and environmental policy program. From 1983 to 1988, he served as a staff attorney and then director of the Environmental Defense Program at the Chesapeake Bay Foundation. 

      Thomas Grasso, Marine Conservation Policy Director: In his role as Director, Grasso oversees WWF's      domestic and international agenda for reforming fisheries laws and policies and protection of the marine      environment. Grasso serves on the Executive Committee of the Marine Fish Conservation Network, a national      network of more than 300 organizations interested in reforming fisheries practices in the United States.      Immediately prior to joining WWF in 1999, Grass was the Executive Director of Chesapeake Bay Foundation      where he led efforts to protect and restore the living resources of the nationally-recognized estuary. 

      Brooks B. Yeager, vice president for World Wildlife Fund's Global Threats Program. WWF, Yeager supervises the efforts of five campaign teams working to conserve global forests and ocean resources, to avert damage to the global environment from climate change and toxic pollution, and to assure that world commerce is environmentally sustainable. 

      Before joining WWF, Yeager was the Deputy Assistant Secretary for Environment and Development at the      U.S. State Department. At State, Yeager was responsible for the development and negotiation of U.S.      Government policy in a wide variety of global environmental discussions. Yeager was the United States' lead      negotiator for the recently concluded UNEP Global Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants. 

          ---- 

      World Wildlife Fund, known worldwide by its panda logo, leads international efforts to protect thediversity of life on earth. Now in its fourth decade, WWF works in more than 100 countries around the globe. 

      This news release and associated material can be found on http://www.worldwildlife. 

      http://www.usnewswire.com 

      CONTACT: Kerry Green Zobor of the World Wildlife Fund, 202-778-9509 E-mail: kerry.zobor@wwfus.org Web   site: http://www.worldwildlife.org _________________________________________________________________________________

The Economist print edition 

The dangers of corporate social responsibility 

THE "magnificent seven" ride again. But beware, they might bump into the "glass ceiling", or, worse, fall victim to "carpet-bombing syndrome". This collection of clichés, laced with breathless examples of consultancy-speak such as "triple bottom line" and "blended value", are intended to draw attention to a new study of "corporate sustainability" reporting by big firms, published on November 18th. Entitled "Trust Us", it has been co-written by a consultancy, SustainAbility, which counts such companies as Ford and Shell among its clients, and the United Nations Environment Programme. A SustainAbility consultant, Oliver Dudok van Heel, preaches that its mission is to make companies behave responsibly, "for the sake of present and future generations."

Firms are falling over themselves to compete for an ethical Oscar. For the record, this year's magnificent seven-those with the best scores for social policy and environment reports-are the Co-Op Bank, Novo Nordisk, BAA, British Telecom, Rio Tinto, Shell and BP. The glass ceiling is a coded way for the authors to say that these reports have not improved in quality since the first such survey was carried out in 2000. However, since then, the authors chastise, they have gained 45% in volume and now measure, on average, a frightening 86 pages apiece-hence the reference to carpet bombing.

The aim of sustainability reporting-to determine if a firm trades "fairly", protects the environment and so on-may be relatively new, but the tone of this report is thoroughly Victorian, a sort of schoolmasterly "could do better". And herein lies a serious concern.

Pervading the report is the sense, increasingly widespread nowadays, that companies are inherently immoral unless they demonstrate that they are the opposite-in effect, guilty until proved innocent. Yet, even allowing for some recent corporate scandals and the odd crooked chief executive, most law-abiding companies do good simply as a by-product of their pursuit of profits-as Adam Smith first proclaimed over 200 years ago. In its rush to sell clients advice on how to buff up their ethical image, SustainAbility glosses over the fact that the likes of Wal-Mart employ thousands of staff worldwide and also deliver goods cheaply to consumers.

Being loudly ethical is, claims Mr van Heel, good business (for his clients, not just his consultancy) because it cheers up investors, workers and customers. Clearly, some big companies are willing to humour him, and neglect to take issue with some of the nonsensical claims made by social activists against them.

Splashing out on a big report may keep activists off a company's back. But although sucking up to politically correct lobbyists might seem a small price to pay to keep them quiet, in reality it can reinforce the feeling that companies have a case to answer-escalating criticism, and perhaps helping to create a climate in which heavy regulation becomes politically acceptable. The danger is that those bosses who believe that these reports are basically harmless, and that the main cost of producing such door-step-sized volumes is only a few trees, may find that it turns out to be much higher.
_________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Canada's top Kyoto minister admits he has two SUVs

  OTTAWA - So what does Canada's natural resources minister drive when he's not pushing ratification of the Kyoto climate change  protocol? 

  Minister Herb Dhaliwal confessed that, well, he has two Volvos and two sport utility vehicles - General Motors 4x4s, to be precise. One pair for Ottawa and one pair for his home in Vancouver. 

  He was one of two cabinet members unveiling Canada's plans to implement the Kyoto climate change accord to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases, which included calls to citizens to buy smaller fuel-efficient vehicles. 

  "David and I don't always agree on the SUV issue," he chuckled, gesturing to Environment Minister David Anderson, who had just  blasted urban driving of the gas-guzzling SUVs. 

  When Anderson's not being driven in a government car, he drives a Toyota Corolla. "The K car died," he said. 

  Dhaliwal said there were many ways to make energy savings. For example, he referred to solar panels on his roof. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Reviews of Canada's Climate Change Plan Mixed 

                      OTTAWA, Ontario, Canada, November 21, 2002 (ENS) - Environment  Minister David Anderson and Natural Resources Minister Herb Dhaliwal  today released the government's latest Climate Change Plan for Canada. The  plan outlines how Canada can meet the greenhouse gas reduction target it set                     for itself under the Kyoto Protocol to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. 

                      Canadian Environment Minister David Anderson (Photo courtesy Government of Canada)

                      The decision on whether or not to ratify the Kyoto climate  protocol lies before Parliament, and the government has  said it wants a decision by year's end. Canada is expected  to cut its greenhouse gas emissions by eight percent over 1990 levels in the period 2008-2012. 

                      It is the hottest issue in Canada today, with implementation of the treaty to limit greenhouse gases hanging in the balance. The Kyoto Protocol will not take effect until it is ratified by 55 percent of the nations responsible for at least 55 percent of the total carbon dioxide emissions for 1990, but to date only 37.5 percent of that total is covered. 

                      The government plan contains measures to support action by individualCanadians, industrial emitters and governments. It is intended to provide a framework, and the ministers said it is still a work in progress and that the  government intends to propose a further range of initiatives for reducing  greenhouse gas emissions. 

                                   Canadian Manufacturers & Exporters president and CEO Perrin Beatty held Cabinet posts in Progressive Conservative governments from 1979 to 1993. (Photo courtesy ToryDraft)

                                   Reaction from Canadian industry was quick and negative.  Canadian Manufacturers & Exporters president and CEO  Perrin Beatty said the requirements and potential impact of implementing the protocol outlined in the federal Climate Change Plan remain too vague for industry and investors. 

                      The ministers said the plan is built on the best ideas to come out of 10 years of consultations and collaboration with provinces, territories, industry, environmental groups, other stakeholders and Canadians since Canada  agreed to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change in 1992. 

                      No other country has consulted more with internal levels of government, industry and stakeholders than Canada, the ministers said. 

                      "We have continued to work closely, with provincial and territorial governments, industry, labor and stakeholders since the release of the draft plan on October 24th and refined our plan accordingly," said Environment  Minister David Anderson. "We are in substantial agreement on 9 of the 12  provincial and territorial principles. They are reflected in the Plan, and we are continuing our discussions with them on the issues that remain." 

                      "Our Plan makes significant strides to address the specific concerns of the large industrial emitters. We will continue our productive dialogue with them on a number of issues, including risk exposure", said Natural Resources Minister Herb Dhaliwal. "Establishing a clear target that will not change and          recognizing early action by industry will go a long way to providing the certainty that investors are seeking." 

                      On behalf of industry, Beatty said the plan "acknowledges some of the concerns that have been raised by industry and by the provinces, but  provides little more detail than the framework released last month." 

                      "There is still no clear indication of how Ottawa will address the remaining 60 megaton shortfall. Nor is there a detailed outline of how much the incentives and programs will cost and where the funds will come from," said Beatty. 

                      The latest version of the plan proposes five key instruments:

                         1.for large industrial emitters, covenants, with a regulatory or financial backstop, and emissions trading with access to domestic offsets and international permits  2.a Partnership Fund which will allow the Government of Canada to collaborate and leverage investments with provinces, territories and  others on emission reduction initiatives  3.strategic investments in infrastructure projects  4.increased investments in innovation technologies for climate change   5.targeted measures, including information, incentives, regulations and  tax measures  "The document says the plan 'must be a made-in-Canada approach that is

                      based on collaboration, partnerships and respect for jurisdiction.' The acid  test of whether the government means what it says is whether it will set aside  its rush to ratify and give Canadians a chance to be heard first. It is far more important to get the plan right than to rush it through before Christmas,"  Beatty stated. 

                      Today a group of provinces, local governments, industrial associations, one union, and environmental organizations in favor of ratification said their support depends on several factors. "Canada must take action at home," they  said, "and the environmental, technological, and health benefits for Canadians                      must be maximized." 

                      The provinces of Manitoba and Quebec, Greenpeace, the Federation of Canadian Municipalities, the David Suzuki Foundation, Forest Products Association of Canada, Manitoba Hydro, the Pembina Institute, and the Communication, Energy and Paperworkers Union of Canada said ratification would advance Canadian innovation, support competitiveness and provide incentives for low emission technologies. 

                      The government should give credit for early action on emissions reducations, and the responsibility and economic opportunity should be equitably shared among all regions, workers, communities and economic sectors, they said. 

                      That said, they "now want to focus the debate beyond ratification and build  the best implementation program possible that will reduce emissions in  Canada." 

                      But Premier Ralph Klein who leads the oil and gas producing province of Alberta called the plan "inadequate" and "arrogant," in an address to the  provincial legislature. 

                                   Alberta Premier Ralph Klein (Photo courtesy Office of the Premier)

                                   "I want to stress Alberta’s strong disappointment that the  federal government continues to impose a unilateral plan  on the provinces and territories, time and time again.  Premiers have urged Ottawa to sit down with them and work in partnership to develop a truly national, truly  Canadian solution to climate change." 

                                   "But, time and time again," Premier Klein said, "Ottawa  has said 'no.' Time and time again, Ottawa has said, 'We’ll   tell you the way it’s going to be.' 

                      "The federal plan gives no indication of what the true costs of the Kyoto  pipedream will be to Canadians," Klein said. 

                      The plan recognizes the importance of "made in Canada solutions based on collaboration, partnerships and respect for jurisdiction, and emphasizes that  no region should bear an unreasonable burden," Ministers Anderson and Dhaliwal said. 

                      But Klein said the provinces, not the federal government, are the real leaders in limiting greenhouse gas emissions. 

                      "Here in Alberta, this government has introduced legislation that, when implemented, will result in significant reductions in greenhouse gas emissions.  And I’m talking about real reductions." 

                      The federal government, on the other hand," Premier Klein fumed, "is talking about sending possibly billions of dollars — hard-earned dollars earned in Canada — out of this country to buy emission credits abroad. The result will   be the completely unnecessary transfer of Canadian wealth to other countries,                  with no reduction in the emissions that contribute to global warming." 

                      Canadian Natural Resources Minister Herb Dhaliwal (Photo courtesy Office of the Minister)

                      Anderson and Dhaliwal said that the federal government  intends to "minimize mitigation costs while maximizing benefits" and limiting uncertainties and risks. The  government will increase infrastructure investments, while  promoting innovation and enabling opportunities, the two ministers said. 

                      The plan contains measures to support and enable action by individual Canadians and challenges every Canadian to reduce their  personal emissions. An average reduction of one metric ton per person is                      within reach and would eliminate emissions of 31 million metric tons. 

                      Provinces and territories are taking action as well, and those reductions will  make important contributions to our national greenhouse gas reduction goals.

                      "The Government of Canada will ensure that resources are adequate to achieve our goal and will do so in a fiscally prudent manner," the ministers said, "aligning existing programs in support of climate change objectives and phasing in new spending over several budgets." ______________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Spain sues Boliden for 90 mln euros in toxic spill
  MADRID - Regional authorities in Spain are suing Swedish-Canadian metals firm Boliden for 89.8 million euros ($89.9 million) over a  massive toxic spill at a mine in 1998, a government spokeswoman said yesterday. 

  Andalusia's regional government is seeking reimbursement for damages and cleanup costs after nearly seven million cubic metres of  poisonous sludge and contaminated water burst from a mine waste reservoir into a river near the Donana National Park, one of Europe's  largest nature reserves. 

  The civil suit, filed on Saturday, comes after a criminal court ruled that 25 people in the case were not criminally responsible for one of  Spain's worst environmental disasters. 

  A spokesman for Boliden, which told investors in September a regional government suit could be expected, said the firm had been cleared  of responsibility. 

  "This is a political game. Boliden has been freed for good from responsibility in this case and it will not suffer from any financial damage  due to this," spokesman Ulf Soderstrom said from Sweden. 

  The Andalusian government said on its website the suit affected the Boliden Apirsa unit based in Spain, parent firm Boliden AB and  Boliden BV, based in the Netherlands. 

  Spain's central government announced a 45 million euro fine for Boliden in August, which local media reported the firm would appeal  against. 

  This September Boliden said it was taking Spanish construction group Dragados to court for 107 million euros for its alleged role in the  disaster. 

  Boliden Apirsa applied for temporary receivership in October 2000. 

  (Additional reporting from Anna Peltola in Stockholm). 

______________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Sunken Tanker Gushes More Oil into Spanish Waters 

                      PONTEVEDRA, Spain, November 22, 2002 (ENS) - From the ocean bottom off  the northwest coast of Spain, the sunken oil tanker "Prestige" today leaked thousands of tons of oil into the sea causing a massive new oil slick that  appears to be a major threat to wildlife and fish populations along the coast. 

                      Local government officials say the tanker has sprung a leak from its holds,  which originally contained a total cargo of 77,000 metric tons (22 million gallons) of heavy fuel oil. Satellite pictures from the the U.S. National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) and the European Space Agency show the enormous new oil slick on the sea where the tanker sank about 60 miles offshore. 

                      The oil spill can be seen as dark areas in this November  21 image taken by the  IKONOS satellite from 423

                      miles in space. (Photo courtesy NASA)

                      The "Prestige," broke in  two and sank off the Spanish coast Tuesday,  initially fouling 120                      kilometers (75 miles) of  the Spanish Costa da  Morte, or Coast of Death, with at least 4,000  tons of heavy fuel oil.  The new gush of oil from the sunken ship is distressing to conservationists working to stem the damage. 

                      "If this comes ashore it could be a far worse wildlife crisis than we have had to  deal with so far," said Jay Holcomb, the leader of International Fund for Animal Welfare's (IFAW) Emergency Relief oil spill team, which is working  with Xunta, the local wildlife authority for the Spanish province of Galicia. 

                      IFAW and Xunta today opened a new rehabilitation center to help save wildlife caught in the oil slick from the "Prestige." 

                      The temporary center has taken in its first 50 sea birds and by tomorrow  another 100 are expected to arrive. The birds are being transferred from two other rehabilitation facilities that have acted as collection points. 

                      "This new center is vital if we are to save the birds that have already been  rescued and those that are now coming ashore," said Holcomb. "Our other great concern is that there is a vast slick just off the coast at present and if  that comes ashore we are going to have a large number of oiled birds needing  to be rescued and rehabilitated." 

Environmental officer from Xunta, the regional environmental authority,   rescues an oiled bird while a group of local residents learns of the oil spill's impact. (Photo courtesy Xunta)

The rehab center has been set up in a building  provided by the forestry department in Pontevedra, close to the  coastline that has been affected by the spill. It includes a dedicated kitchen with freezers to prepare food for the

birds, a stabilization  room with holding pens  where they are tubed with fluids, facilities for blood tests, a wash and rinse area, and recovery pools. 

                      "It is critical that the birds are given the right treatment if they are to survive. Many are extremely weak and this new facility will provide their best chance of making it. They are suffering from hypothermia, and dehydration when they arrive. Our experienced rehabilitators, which includes veterinarians, can now  provide the care they need," said Holcomb. 

                      The first critically endangered Balearic shearwater has been reported oiled by  the Prestige spill according to the latest official data from wildlife recovery centers in Galicia, Spain, the Spanish Ornithological Society (SEO/BirdLife)  said today. 

                      Balearic shearwaters are dispersing into the Atlantic Ocean from breeding  colonies in the Balearic Islands at the moment, traveling through the coastal  waters off the Spanish and Portuguese Atlantic coasts. 

                      Balearic Shearwater Puffinus  mauretanicus (Photo courtesy Ricard Gutiérrez)

                      This species numbers an  estimated 1,750 to 2,125 pairs. It was recently identified as                  critically endangered during  the preparation of the new edition of the Spanish Red List of Threatened Birds by the IUCN-World Conservation  Union. 

                      As of Thursday, 29 dead oiled  birds had been collected, and  260 oiled birds had been sent                    to rehabilitation centers for cleaning. This is in addition to  the 250 birds recorded oiled on the coast by SEO/BirdLife volunteers earlier this week. 

                      The most affected species are razorbill, gannet and guillemot. Birds that dive  underwater or swim on the surface are particularly vulnerable to oil slicks, says BirdLife International. Seabirds are most vulnerable during breeding, over-wintering or the moulting seasons when they tend to congregate in large                      numbers on or close to the sea. 

                      Oil destroys the waterproofing properties of feathers. "Once wet, oiled birds  often succumb to hypothermia," BirdLife says. "Water-logged feathers are  heavy, making flight difficult or impossible, and reduced buoyancy can lead to drowning. Birds often ingest oil while preening which results in poisoning." 

                      IFAW's Holcomb explained how the oiled birds are treated at the recovery center. "The birds are firstly stabilized by getting their temperatures back up  to acceptable levels and by being tubed fluids. They are then fed fluids and  food until blood tests, which check for infection and anemia, show they are strong enough to be washed." 

                      "Next they need to recover their waterproofing and recondition in tanks prior  to their being released back into the wild. This process depends on the state of each bird, but can take anything from several days to a few weeks,"  Holcomb said. 

                      Finding somewhere to release the birds will be difficult with so much of this coast affected by the spill, he said. "We will take the advice of the local wildlife experts to determine where best to do this." 

                      Since the Prestige sank more than 160 birds have been rescued, including  gannets, razorbills, cormorants, guillemot, kittiwake, and gulls. The seas around the coastal islands close to Pontevedra is a national maritime park and  one of the country's most important areas for migratory birds and other marine                      wildlife. 

                      BirdLife International is today calling on the European Commission (EC) to  urgently adopt new measures that strengthen marine safety and liability  regulations to help prevent future oil spills such as the Prestige disaster. 

                                                      The Bahamian owned, Greek  operated tanker Prestige in Spanish                                                     waters just before she sank. (Photo  courtesy Xunta)

                                                      "The Prestige oil spill shows  that it is imperative the European Commission                                                      urgently adopt new measures that strengthen marine safety and liability regulations to help prevent future oil spills such as the Prestige  disaster", said Miguel Naveso, head of BirdLife International European                      Community Office in Brussels. 

                      "Approximately every three years the coastline of Europe is being devastated by a major oil spill. On this basis we will have to suffer another four spills  before single-hulled tankers are due to be phased-out in 2015," he said. The  European Union has adopted regulations and directives to strengthen European legislation on marine safety, which, if implemented would improve on existing International Marine Organization standards and guidelines.  These make up the so-called Erika Package which covers "immediate actions"                     (Erika I) and "long-term measures" (Erika II). 

                      "We could have avoided the "Prestige" oil spill," Vice President in charge of Transport and Energy Loyola de Palacio told the European Parliament Thursday. 

                      If all the proposals made by the European Commission had been fully adopted and implemented, both the Erika I and Erika II packages, the spill would not  have happened, she said. 

                      "The accident with the "Pestige" underlines that the measures agreed at Community level after the "Erika" incident [in December 1999] address the  heart of the matter and need to be fully implemented urgently," she said. "Therefore I have written to all Member States to call them to accelerate and anticipate as far as possible the new EU legislation." _____________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Rare bird caught up in spill
               Volunteers are combing beaches for stricken birds   The first critically endangered bird to be caught up in  the Prestige oil spill was reported on Friday. 

               The Spanish Ornithological Society (SEO) said its wildlife recovery programme had taken in a Balearic shearwater for cleaning.

               The species (Puffinus  mauretannicus), which flies  through the affected area during migration, has seen its numbers plummet in  recent years. 

               Bird experts fear the shearwater's breeding record will be further eroded by  the ecological disaster now engulfing the Galicia region of north-west Spain. 

               Boxing up birds

               The SEO says the latest data from 21 November show  that 260 oiled birds and 29 dead oiled-birds have been collected and sent for cleaning so far. 

               This is in addition to 250 birds  recorded oiled on the coast by  volunteers earlier this week. The             most affected species are razorbill, gannet and guillemot. 

               Volunteers from the SEO,  the Worldwide Fund for Nature and other groups  are packing the oiled birds into boxes for transport to a specialist treatment  centre in the main regional city of La Coruna. 

               "Most of them are dying, completely blackened,"  said one of the SEO coordinators, Carlota Viada               Sauleda. 

               Cat predators

               The oil destroys the  waterproofing in the birds' plumage, leaving them  with no protection against      the cold. Oil is also getting into the birds' gullets,  making drinking, eating and sometimes even breathing               very difficult. 

               But the news that the Balearic shearwater has also now been affected will alarm ornithologists. There are estimated to be just 1,750 to  2,125 pairs in existence - a decline of 50% on pair numbers nine years ago. 

               Extinction is now thought to be a very real possibility. 

               The bird was recently identified as critically endangered during the preparation of the new edition of the Spanish Red  List of Threatened Birds. 

               The population declines appear to have resulted  principally from predation by cats and other terrestrial carnivores. 

               Accidental death in the long lines of fishing boats,  habitat destruction and pollution have also been               implicated. 

               Urgent need

               BirdLife International, the global umbrella group for  national organisations like the SEO, said the European Commission had to bring forward the introduction of  safety measures recommended after the Erika spill off France in 2000. 

               "The Prestige oil spill shows that it is imperative the European Commission urgently adopt new measures that strengthen marine safety and liability regulations  to help prevent future oil spills such as the Prestige  disaster," Miguel Naveso, head of BirdLife  International's European Community Office in Brussels,               told BBC News Online. 

               "Approximately every three years the coastline of Europe is being devastated by a major oil spill. 

               "On this basis we will have to suffer another four spills  before single-hulled tankers are due to be phased-out in 2015." 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

New Population of Orangutans Discovered 

                      WASHINGTON, DC, November 22, 2002 (ENS) - The known number of orangutans in the world has increased by about 10 percent, thanks to a  remarkable discovery by a team of researchers surveying a remote forest on   the southeast Asian island of Borneo. The discovery by the team from The  Nature Conservancy offers a rare opportunity for conservationists working to

                      save the endangered primate. 

                      The research teams documented 1,600 orangutan nests, indicating that between 1,000 and 2,500 orangutans are living within a 540 square mile (1,399 square kilometer) area of lowland forests in the province of East Kalimantan,   part of the Indonesian portion of Borneo. This is the largest viable population  of wild orangutans known to exist in East Kalimantan, a province about the  size of New England. 

                      An orangutan mother and child from the newly discovered population. (Photo ©  Timothy Laman/National Geographic Image Collection)

                      "This find represents one of the  last, best chances to protect a large, healthy population of wild                      orangutans anywhere in the  world," said Steve McCormick, president and CEO of the U.S.   based Nature Conservancy. 

                      Orangutan experts echoed the Conservancy's excitement over this find. Earlier this month, the nonprofit Orangutan Foundation International  (OFI) reported that the orangutan faces almost certain extinction within the  next five to 10 years if the current trend in illegal logging and forest loss continues in its Indonesian rain forest habitat. 

                      The newly discovered orangutan population offers new hope, said Dr. Birute   Mary Galdikas, president of OFI. 

                      "The discovery of a large, biologically viable, previously unsurveyed   orangutan population in East Kalimantan is very significant," Galdikas said. "This find extends the orangutan's known range and gives us hope that we  can save orangutan populations from extinction in the wild." 

                      The Nature Conservancy team used a survey plan developed by Harvard University primate expert Andrew Marshall. Because spotting the rare and elusive orangutan is difficult and takes a very long time, Conservancy  consultants recruited and trained indigenous Dayaks to identify and count  orangutan nests, an accepted method for assessing the size of orangutan  populations. 

                      Using the survey results, Marshall then calculated the size of the orangutan   population. 

                                                  Experts predict that orangutans will go  extinct in the wild by 2020 unless urgent                                              steps are taken to protect the primates and  their habitat. (Photo © Don Bason/The Nature Conservancy)

                                                  "Given that conservation funds are  always limited and that political support and logistical constraints vary in different places, it is crucial that financial resources be focused on areas where the chances of  protecting viable orangutan  populations are greatest," Marshall said. "The orangutan habitat area in                                                 East Kalimantan is one of those  places." 

                      On Wednesday, the Conservancy signed a joint declaration with the Berau District of East Kalimantan - the district in which the orangutan population is  located - and the Indonesian Ministry of Forestry, committing all three parties   to conserving and managing orangutan habitat in the district. The document                     states that the central and local Indonesian governments and the Conservancy recognize the orangutan's importance and the need to conserve its habitat. 

                      The parties also pledged to protect the function and ecology of the orangutan habitat area and agree to promote forest conservation through forest certification. While the forest where the new orangutan population was found  has not been heavily logged, it is facing pressure from both legal and illegal  logging operations. 

                      An estimated 14,000 to 25,000 orangutans are left in the wild, found only on   Borneo and Sumatra, another southeast Asian island. Primate experts have  predicted that orangutans will be extinct in the wild by the year 2020 unless  immediate steps are taken to address threats to the animals' survival. 

                      In 1997 and 1998, fires sparked by loggers and farmers clearing land destroyed  more than five million hectares (12.3 million acres) of forest in Kalimantan, devastating orangutan populations and slashing the amount of habitat available to survivors. 

                      The orangutan continues to lose habitat to uncontrolled deforestation and habitat fragmentation, and poachers regularly take the primates for food and  the pet trade. For example, Indonesia, home to some of the Earth's most  biologically diverse and threatened tropical forests, is also the world's top  supplier of wood. It is estimated that 70 percent of the wood taken from Indonesian forests is harvested illegally. 

                      Much of the orangutan's forest habitat  has been logged or burned in recent years. (Photo © Le Kalimanthrope/The Nature Conservancy)

                      To combat the threats to orangutans posed by unsustainable and illegal logging, The Nature                      Conservancy is working with  local East Kalimantan communities and the Indonesian government to create economic incentives to manage forests  sustainably and protect prime habitat. 

                      The Home Depot, a major hardware and home improvement chain, has  pledged $1 million to the Conservancy, to be used over the next five years to combat illegal logging and promote sustainable timber harvesting. The Home  Depot is the largest single buyer of wood in the United States, so the  company's commitment is expected to have a major influence on the rest of the  industry, even though less than one percent of the company's wood supply comes from Indonesia. 

                      "The Home Depot has led the retail industry toward sustainable forestry by using its purchasing dollars to show the company's preference for certified   wood," said Ron Jarvis, The Home Depot merchandising vice president for   lumber and building materials. 

                      The gift from The Home Depot augments funding provided since 2001 by the U.S. Agency for International Development for the conservation of orangutan  habitat, combating illegal logging and promoting sustainable forest practices  through work with the timber industry, local governments and indigenous                      Dayak villagers. Additional funding provided by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife  Service and private donors is paying for further orangutan surveys and other   key habitat conservation efforts.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Stanford seeks greenhouse   solutions

               The project will look to reduce the impacts of current technology The oil company ExxonMobil is giving $100m to  Stanford University in California, US, to find technical solutions to global warming. 

               Substantial contributions from General Electric ($50m)  and Schlumberger, a global technology services               company ($25m), and other European sponsors will lift   the total funding to $250m over 10 years. 

               The money will pay for what the university is calling its  Global Climate and Energy Project (G-Cep). It will be led  by Dr Lynn Orr, who is the dean of Stanford's School of Earth Sciences. 

               In a statement, the institution said G-Cep would  "engage in research to develop technologies that foster               the development of a global energy system where  greenhouse emissions are much lower than today". 

               Patent control

               The sponsorship deal is said to be one of the biggest of its type ever agreed for a university anywhere in the  world. 

               The project promises to develop alternative power  technologies, including  wind and solar, and to               examine ways of reducing  the greenhouse gas emissions from existing  power generation plants. 

               Any patents that might  result from the research

               would be held by the  university and not by its sponsors, a spokeswoman  told BBC News Online. 

               Dr Orr added: "Supplying energy to a growing world  population is a critical challenge for this century, and doing so with low  greenhouse emissions will be an even greater challenge. 

               "The Global Climate and Energy Project is a long-term commitment to build and carry out a research portfolio that ultimately will stimulate the development of  needed energy technologies of the future." 

               'Scientific reality'

               Stanford has developed strong links with ExxonMobil in  recent years. Two university individuals, Henry McKinnel, chairman of the Advisory Council at Stanford's graduate  school of business, and Michael Boskin, an economics  professor at Stanford, sit on the oil company's board. 

               Environmentalists dismissed ExxonMobil's commitment   to the project as a public relations gimmick. 

               "It looks like an extremely cheap attempt by ExxonMobil to buy a shield from criticism," said Peter               Altman, national coordinator of Campaign ExxonMobil, a US shareholder group trying to influence the company's positions on the environment. 

               At a recent industry conference, ExxonMobil said total spending on oil and gas exploration and other projects   would be roughly $100bn over the next decade. 

               But William O'Keefe, president of the George C Marshall  Institute, a think-tank receiving oil-industry funding and  which has been highly critical of the stance taken on  global warming by some green lobbyists, welcomed the  project. 

               "For too long, the debate over appropriate responses to  climate change risk has been monopolised by               advocates of actions that have little basis in science or  economic reality," he said. 

               "This project moves beyond politicisation and political  expediency by focusing on research that will explore the  frontiers of energy technology."

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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Mauritian beaches invaded by algae 

Port-Louis, Mauritius (PANA) - Several Mauritian beaches, especially the Belle-Mare, in the east of the country, have been taken over by algae, or seaweeds, which hamper relaxation at the resorts. The Director of the Beach Authority (BA), Gaj Pyndiah, accused the citizens of having contributed to the problem by throwing chemical products into the lagoon. He disclosed that measures such as manual clearing would be introduced to address the environmental problem. "In the longer term, we envisage the transformation of the algae, for example, into fertiliser for agriculture," Pyndiah added.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng028581&dte=24/11/2002
Mauritius to ban plastic bags in October 2003 

Port-Louis Maurice (PANA) - The manufacturing and import of plastic bags will be banned in Mauritius from 1 October 2003, to protect the island's environment, according to Environment Minister Rajesh Bhagwan. He said Saturday that the government's decision followed a study on the non-degradable and non-recyclable features of the bags, which account for about eight- percent of solid wastes generated annually in the country. The Minister said Mauritians utilized more than 250 million plastic bags each year, explaining that it cost the government more to handle such wastes. "We have also decided to raise the price of the bags to discourage their free distribution and favor recycling toward protecting the environment for future generation," Bhagwan added. The measure is part of efforts to boost sustainable development on the island, including the introduction of unleaded petrol and proper management of waste oils.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng028571&dte=24/11/2002
NGO warns of dangers from mounting toxic waste in Africa 

Paris, France (PANA) - The France-based Committee for the Cancellation of the Third-World's Debt (CADTM) on Friday warned of the grave health hazard posed by some 120,000 tones of toxic waste currently stored in several African countries. In a document titled "Africa, a waste bin for the West?" the NGO cited that 30 tones of expired pesticides were stored in the centre of Addis Ababa, threatening the health of its residents. African countries recycled 3,000 tones of toxic waste in the recycling plants of the North in the past ten years at the cost of 3,500 US dollars per tone, while some Western countries wanted to bury about 29 million tones of hazardous products in Africa during the same period. Millet commended the vigilance of populations who mobilized and prevented the burying of toxic waste in Angola, Benin and Congo.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng028415&dte=22/11/2002
Nigeria, Cameroon seek return of gorillas from Malaysia 

Lagos, Nigeria (PANA) - Nigeria and Cameroon are putting pressure on the international wildlife authorities for the immediate return of the four young gorillas illegally taken out of Africa early this year. The four young western lowland gorillas were smuggled from Lagos airport in Nigeria to Malaysia in January. In a letter to the CITES (Convention of International Trade in Endangered Species) Secretary-General William Wijnsteckers, Nigeria's Minister of State for Environment, Imeh Okopido, said that both Nigeria and Cameroon had agreed that the primates should be returned after an analysis of their DNA samples. "The gorillas should be returned to a sanctuary in Africa, specifically to Cameroon if the DNA confirms this as the country of origin," the letter said.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng028509&dte=23/11/2002
Ireland doubles drought assistance to Ethiopia 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia (PANA) - Ireland has announced an increase of 2 million Euros in its emergency aid to Ethiopia, which is experiencing another severe drought this year, the Irish Embassy disclosed here Saturday. "The level of suffering in Ethiopia will be worse than that experienced in 1984 unless the international community acts quickly, the minister is quoted as saying in a news release issued by the embassy. He pointed out that the scale of the Ethiopian problem is so large and the situation has deteriorated so rapidly, adding that a co-ordinated and concerted international response to this tragedy is imperative.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng028497&dte=23/11/2002
Germany pledges more emergency assistance to Ethiopia 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia (PANA) - Germany has pledged 22.3 million birr (about 262,000 US dollars) in new emergency support for drought stricken Ethiopians. The German Embassy said in a statement in Addis Ababa that the gesture was in response to appeals by Ethiopia's disaster prevention and preparedness Commission. Part of the money would be used to provide food aid for some 40,000 people in three drought-stricken districts in the Arsi zone of Ethiopia's Oromia State. There would also be medical support and improvement of water supply for the drought victims.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng028349&dte=22/11/2002
El Nino kills 58, displaces 15,000 people in Uganda 

Kampala, Uganda (PANA) - El Nino-induced heavy rains have killed 58 people, displaced more than 15,000 people and destroyed vast amounts of property in five districts of Eastern Uganda. The rains have generated landslides and floods, which have caused most of the damage. Records show that 527 families have been affected by the floods, forcing them to live in designated internally displaced persons camps. State Minister for Disaster Preparedness Christine Aporu Amogin confirmed the current El Nino effects in the land-locked East African country, saying that humanitarian aid was being sent to the beleaguered people in Mbale and Sironko.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng028397&dte=22/11/2002
Ban On Wildlife Export Lifted

New Vision (Kampala): THE Uganda Wildlife Authority (UWA) has lifted the three-month suspension on export of wildlife. President Yoweri Museveni wrote to the authority saying the Government could not stop export of wild animals reared on private farms. UWA's executive director Dr Arthur Mugisha told The New Vision on Thursday that UWA had suspended the trade pending clarification from the Permanent Secretary of the trade, tourism and industry ministry on the President's earlier remarks on the trade. 

http://allafrica.com/stories/200211230207.html
__________________________________________________________________________________________

ROE MEDIA UPDATE

General Environment News

EU issues ship emissions bill, fuel price to rise

BRUSSELS - The European Commission yesterday unveiled a bill to reduce air pollution from ships that could push up fuel prices for ship owners by up to 45 percent. The bill, which requires the approval of EU governments and the European Parliament, is aimed at cutting sulphur and other emissions from ships operating in European waters in order to reduce acid rain and smog pollution.

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/18735/story.htm
Insurers put up initial $25 mln for Spain oil spill

LONDON - About $25 million will be made available to meet immediate compensation claims arising from the the sinking off northwest Spain of the tanker Prestige, the ship's insurers said.

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/18729/story.htm
Spain sues Boliden for 90 mln euros in toxic spill

MADRID - Regional authorities in Spain are suing Swedish-Canadian metals firm Boliden for 89.8 million euros ($89.9 million) over a massive toxic spill at a mine in 1998, a government spokeswoman said yesterday.

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/18737/story.htm
Sting's forest lobby attacks 'green' timber trade

The Independent, 21 November:The Rainforest Foundation, which was set up by Sting and his wife, Trudi Styler, fell foul of other environmental groups yesterday by declaring that a scheme to promote ecologically sound timber was deceiving consumers.

The foundation claimed in a report that the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) had failed to police the system for certifying that timber bearing its logo had been produced in a way that did not add to the destruction of rainforests or the exploitation of local people. The FSC was set up in 1993 to reassure consumers, and it has the support of groups including Friends of the Earth and the Worldwide Fund for Nature.

But the foundation claimed that timber companies certified by the FSC were implicated in human rights abuses, were logging in the rainforest habitats of endangered wildlife such as the Sumatran tiger and that "uncertified" wood had been labelled as environmentally friendly. The report also accused the FSC of marginalising local communities in its decision-making process.

http://news.independent.co.uk/world/environment/story.jsp?story=354241
_______________________________________________________________________________________

ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS FROM NORTH AMERICAN MEDIA (RONA)

24 November 2002

Nomads To Help U.N. Save The Environment, IPS/Sacramento Observer, 22/11:  IPS story on Desert Margins project picked up by California capital’s 2nd paper; see http://www.sacobserver.com/news/112202/desertification_nomads.htm)

US-EPA Says It Will Change Rules Governing Industrial Pollution, NY Times, 23/11:  The Bush administration on Friday announced the most sweeping move in a decade to loosen industrial air pollution rules. The administration said the changes would encourage plant improvements that would clean the air. But critics denounced the changes as a retreat from tougher rules now in place that require factories to make costly investments in pollution control equipment when they modernize.  (See http://www.nytimes.com/2002/11/23/politics/23POLL.html?ex=1039185186&ei=1&en=b882e82512b0881f; related articles most major dailies as well)

Spain's Black Tide, NY Times, 24/11:  Over six days, as cracks amidships lengthened, more than 2.5 million gallons of oil leaked from the Bahamas-registered Prestige before it finally split in two and sank 100 miles offshore on Tuesday. Debate intensified in Europe over accelerating what is a decade-plus process of phasing out tankers with unlined hulls, like that of the 26-year-old Prestige. The ship - owned, managed, chartered and registered in four different countries - had passed inspections earlier in the year. But officials and environmentalists said that single-layer hulls, particularly those over a quarter-century old, lack sufficient strength to carry oil safely. For the moment, there were no signs that the 17-million gallons of oil inside the bow and stern sections, which sank two miles to the sea bed, was headed to the surface. Experts said chilly temperatures at that depth probably gave the oil the consistency of chewing gum.  (See http://www.nytimes.com/2002/11/24/international/europe/24SHIP.html?ex=1039186123&ei=1&en=c4ef4e83751d03cc and Exxon Valdez Spill Offers Surprising Cleanup Lessons, Wall Street Journal, 22/11; see http://online.wsj.com/article_print/0,,SB1037915000482542308,00.html
As Andean Glaciers Shrink, Water Worries Grow, NY Times, 24/11: Chacaltaya mountain glacier in Bolivia, boasting the world's highest ski slope, has been melting so steadily that scientists predict its demise in a decade. The Zongo glacier on the nearby mountain of Huayna Potosi is retreating by 10 yards a year. On a third peak, the 18,000-foot Condoriri, the glacier that supplies the largest reservoir in the Bolivian highlands is shriveling so fast that scientists fear a scarcity of drinking water in the decades to come. (See http://www.nytimes.com/2002/11/24/international/americas/24BOLI.html?ex=1039186216&ei=1&en=6993b47eed869fbc)

For Solar Power, Foggy City Maps Its Bright Spots, NY Times, 24/11:  The Solar Energy Monitoring Network is the backbone of an unusual effort to transform San Francisco into the country's largest municipal generator of solar power and other renewable energy. Using the information that monitors gather on where the sun shines and how long, the utility plans to position solar panels around the city that it says will add 10 megawatts of solar power to the electricity grid over the next five years. That is about as much solar power as is now generated in Sacramento, the municipal leader nationwide. On average, 1 megawatt is enough electricity for 1,000 homes. (See http://www.nytimes.com/2002/11/24/national/24SOLA.html?ex=1039183755&ei=1&en=83c0f0494d81a270
US Cities look to sea for fresh water, USA Today, 22/11:  Water is a precious commodity even in some of the US most affluent counties around San Francisco. Low-flush toilets, low-volume showerheads and drip sprinklers are the norm in a region wholly dependent on winter rains and imported river water. But spiraling demand for water and the threat of drought have officials considering an idea long thought to be too expensive and impractical: a plant that turns ocean saltwater into high-quality drinking water.  (See http://www.usatoday.com/usatonline/20021122/4646308s.htm)

The fate of elephants, Boston Globe, 23/11:  Although animal welfare groups decried the move, fearing it would stimulate poaching, last week the UN Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species approved a one-time sale of ivory stockpiles by South Africa, Namibia, and Botswana, with proceeds directed toward elephant conservation and management. The decision was complicated by reports after the vote that Kruger officials failed to disclose that five elephants had been killed by ivory poachers this year inside the park. For the scientists and researchers working at Kruger, every death of these engaging beasts is tragic. But with a herd of more than 10,000, up from an ideal level of 7,000 and increasing by 700 new births a year, the five recent poachings are not great cause for alarm. A similar ivory sale in 1997 by other African countries did not lead to a spike in poachings.  (See http://www.boston.com/dailyglobe2/327/editorials/Editorial_notebookP.shtml)

Should churches convert drivers of SUVs?, Christian Science Monitor, 22/11:  Churches lobby for fuel-efficient cars, but religious activism may be a tough sell in pews. As America's love affair with SUVs intensifies, embracing ever less fuel-efficient models, a broad coalition of religious leaders is trying to bring the lovestruck to their senses. Or at least to a clear sense of what it sees as the full implications of their choice.  (See http://www.csmonitor.com/2002/1122/p02s01-ussc.html and Now, Add God to the List of Enemies of the S.U.V., NY Times, 24/11 (See http://www.nytimes.com/2002/11/24/weekinreview/24HAKI.html?ex=1039185970&ei=1&en=24f5cf837c4c1d5c)

The U.S. military must clean up its toxic trail, San Francisco Chronicle, 22/11:  Ten years ago this week the U.S. military left the Philippines. The goodbye proved temporary, with bilateral agreements reached over the ensuing years.  But the US left another legacy:  children in the Philippines continue to suffer from cancers, deformities and other illnesses linked to toxic waste left by the U.S. military.  In the following years, U.S. environmental firms hired by the Philippine government confirmed the presence of toxic contaminants in the soil and groundwater.  See http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?file=/chronicle/archive/2002/11/22/ED31719.DTL)

CANADA AND THE KYOTO PROTOCOL:

· Kyoto obligations will be met despite concessions: Ottawa, Toronto Globe and Mail, 22/11 (www.globeandmail.com/environment)

· Ottawa blinked and took right step, Toronto Globe and Mail, 22/11 (www.globeandmail.com/environment)

· Most of Canada's energy-producing provinces blast new federal Kyoto plan, Montreal Gazette, 22/11 (http://www.canada.com/montreal/story.asp?id=EDF7F385-C81F-49D1-A685-30D0E87BA056)
· Industry still has questions over revised Kyoto plan, Financial Post, 22/11 (http://www.nationalpost.com/utilities/story.html?id={6AB54B57-D6BA-4537-93AF-B27FE679175B}
· No need to wait to ratify Kyoto, Toronto Star Editorial, 24/11 (http://www.thestar.com/NASApp/cs/ContentServer?pagename=thestar/Layout/Article_PrintFriendly&c=Article&cid=1035774744478)
· Provinces debate excluding Ottawa from key federal-provincial Kyoto meeting, Otatwa Citizen, 23/11 (http://www.canada.com/news/story.asp?id={48EA5BFF-65F7-46CC-BEA8-DD7B29514CFB})
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ROWA Media Update

Sharjah announces new building rules 

Sharjah |By Ashfaq Ahmed | 24-11-2002 

Print friendly format | Email to Friend 

Fikri 

The Sharjah Government has drawn up new construction specifications for buildings in a bid to rationalise the use of energy and protect the environment. 

The new rules come into effect in January, following a decision issued by Sheikh Sultan bin Mohammed bin Sultan Al Qasimi, Crown Prince and Deputy Ruler of Sharjah. 

"Sharjah Department of Town Planning and Survey (DTPS) will be the implementing authority and has been assigned the task of notifying all the engineering, construction and consultant companies regarding details of the new construction specifications," Obaid Al Tunaiji, Director General, told mediapersons yesterday. 

"The new specifications will be a step forward to upgrade the existing regulations and adopt modern building techniques," he said. They will help save energy, provide more protection to residents and increase the life of buildings, in addition to protecting the environment. 

Builders will have to follow the rules set by public departments in the emirate, in accordance with the new specifications. Apart from DTPS, these include Sharjah Municipality (Technical Inspection Section), Etisalat, Sharjah Electricity and Water Authority (Sewa), and Civil Defence.

Civil Defence Department requirements include installation of proper warning systems, fire extinguishers and emergency exits. 

Ahmed Fikri, Director General of Sharjah Municipality, said the civic body would construct two paid parking plazas to solve the parking problem.  

He admitted that several old buildings have become dangerous. "We have issued them warnings and we will demolish these old buildings if our warnings are ignored," he said.
http://www.gulf-news.com/
Kids learn to love the environment 

Dubai |By A Staff Reporter | 24-11-2002 

Print friendly format | Email to Friend 

 Smart-Fun Expo, a fun-filled exhibition of education and entertainment for children, is set to help the next generation take care of the environment. 

The Exhibition is being held at the World Trade Centre as part of Dubai City That Cares 2002. The Take Care! section of the exhibition highlights how children and students can care for the environment in the present and protect its legacy for future generations. 

The highlight is a visually stunning photographic gallery taking young visitors through an entertaining and informative guided tour of the fundamentals of the earth's weather and the causes and effects of global warming.

Children and students can also have a captivating interactive learning opportunity through three hands-on workshops which take them through a series of experiments giving them practical experience in environmental issues.

The Water Quantity and Quality workshop features a set of demonstrations on the water cycle, acid rain, the quantity and quality of water on Earth and the individual's responsibility to take care of the environment through careful and considerate use of water resources.

The major threat to wild life and the environment posed by oil spills is the subject of the second workshop. Here young visitors play in teams to clean up a simulated model of an oil-spill and learn about the possible consequences of the spill and how they can be avoided.

Finally, at the Paper Recycling workshop, visitors learn the importance of recycling paper and have a hands-on opportunity to collaborate in the paper recycling process.

In addition to Take Care!, The Smart Fun Expo offers a variety of exhibitions and workshops for students of elementary, intermediate and secondary level. 

Through interactive devices, hands-on activities, demonstrations, discussions and games visitors experience the joy of learning, develop skills in science, technology and become aware of issues affecting society. 

School groups may choose to visit the whole exhibition, or select just a few exhibitions and workshops according to the grade level of the students, and gain a deeper understanding.

The Dubai Chamber of Com-merce and Industry (DCCI), which is sponsoring the exhibition, will provide for a total of around 101 schools across Dubai to visit this Expo by receiving seven schools a day. 

This gives many students the opportunity to take part in the programme as well as create social, cultural and educational awareness among the children in the UAE. 

Children and their families can visit the Smart Fun Expo, which is open daily from 9 am to 12 noon and 7 pm to midnight in Hall 3 of the Dubai World Trade Centre.
http://www.gulf-news.com/
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DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Stephane Dujarric, Associate Spokesman

     for the Secretary-General, and Richard Sydenham, Spokesman for the President of the General Assembly.

           Briefing by the Secretary-General’s Associate Spokesman

           Good afternoon.  I would start off today with a statement attributable to the Spokesman on Cyprus.

           Today in The Hague, in the Netherlands, the Secretary-General met with his Special Adviser on Cyprus, Alvaro

     de Soto, to take stock of efforts to solve the Cyprus problem.

           The Secretary-General is encouraged by the generally positive reaction to his plan that is emerging, and wants

     to press ahead with the parties in accordance with the calendar which is part and parcel of the plan and which is

     designed to take advantage of the opportunity that is available now.

           They discussed steps for engaging the parties intensively in the next week or so.  The Secretary-General

     looks forward to receiving their substantive reactions with a view to moving ahead in earnest.

           The Secretary-General will also remain in contact with the Prime Ministers of Greece and Turkey on the

     matter, and his Special Adviser will return to the region to continue consultations.

           **Secretary-General on killing of UNRWA Staffer in Jenin

           The Secretary-General is saddened by the death of Mr. Ian Hook, the Project Manager of UNRWA’s Jenin

     Camp Rehabilitation Project this morning in Jenin Refugee Camp.

           The full circumstances surrounding the incident have not yet been established, but the Secretary-General is

     greatly disturbed by the fact that the Israeli Defence Forces (IDF) refused immediate access for an ambulance, which

     had been summoned by UNRWA to take Mr. Hook to a hospital.  Mr. Hook subsequently died before reaching the

     hospital.

           The Secretary General has on a number of previous occasions called on the IDF to allow ambulances

     unimpeded access to the sick and the injured.  The Secretary-General expects to issue a further statement. 

     Meanwhile, he extends his heart-felt condolences to the family of the victim.

           **UNRWA on Jenin Killing

           The UNRWA today confirmed the death of a senior manager, Ian Hook, while he was organizing the

     evacuation of UNRWA staff from their compound in the Jenin camp.  He was shot dead and at the time of his death the

     source of the gunfire was not absolutely certain.

           The Agency’s Commissioner-General, Peter Hansen, said he could only hope that his family could take some

     small comfort and pride in the knowledge that Mr. Hook lost his life while trying to save those of others.  Mr. Hansen

     also expressed his sadness and anger at his loss, saying, “increasingly in this conflict, UNRWA staff are facing

     difficult and dangerous situations just to carry out our humanitarian mandate”.

           We have copies of Mr. Hansen’s statement available upstairs.

           **Secretary-General in the Netherlands

           As I mentioned, the Secretary-General was in the Netherlands today.  Earlier, he met with United Nations

     High Commissioner for Refugees Ruud Lubbers for one of their periodic discussions.  Mr. Lubbers also accompanied

     the Secretary-General to the launch of the Declaration of The Hague, a document produced by the Society for

     International Development of the Netherlands, which contains 21 principles for more humane government policies to

     deal with migrants.

           In accepting the Declaration, the Secretary-General stressed that “immigrants and refugees should not –- and

     must not -– be seen as a burden”.  If the issue of migration is tackled properly, he added, citizens of developed and

     developing countries alike will come to understand how its benefits far outweigh the problems it may bring.

           “Politicians have a choice to make,” the Secretary-General said.  “They can embrace the potential that

     migrants and refugees represent, or instead could use them as political scapegoats”.

           We have copies of his statement upstairs.

           He then held a press encounter, in which he reiterated his challenge to world leaders not to scapegoat

     migrants.  The Secretary-General went on to meet with the judges of the International Court of Justice, who reviewed

     with him their caseload.  The Secretary-General briefed them on his meeting with the Presidents of Cameroon and

     Nigeria last Friday, following the Court’s ruling last month on their border dispute.

           After meeting with the leaders of the United Nations of the Netherlands and thanking them for their work, the

     Secretary-General had a working luncheon with his Special Adviser on Cyprus which I just mentioned to you.

           On Sunday, the Secretary-General will leave the Netherlands for France.

           **Security Council

           As you know, the Security Council just broke out.  They held closed consultations today on the

     Secretary-General’s Report on the United Nations operation in Cyprus.  A draft resolution which recommends an

     extension of the mandate of the United Nations Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus for a further period of six months, until

     June 15 2003, was introduced.

           And under other matters, the extension of the International Security Assistance Force in Afghanistan was

     discussed and a resolution was also introduced to extend its mandate.

           **UNMOVIC

           Today in London, Hans Blix, Executive Director of the United Nations Monitoring, Verification and Inspection

     Commission (UNMOVIC), met with British Prime Minister Tony Blair for about 30 minutes at No. 10 Downing Street. 

     Mr. Blix briefed the Prime Minister on his recent visit to Baghdad and his discussions with the Iraqi Foreign Minister

     and other senior Iraqi officials on the status of preparations for the resumption of weapons inspections on 27

     November.

           As you’ll recall, Mr. Blix had conferred in Paris with the Foreign Ministers of France and Mexico on his way to

     Baghdad.  The stop in London on his return from Baghdad was an opportunity for Mr. Blix to brief the Prime Minister in

     the context of his continuing consultations with Security Council members.

           And, as you know, as we’ve already told you, Mr. Blix is expected to brief the Security Council in closed

     consultations on Monday afternoon, here in New York.

           Meanwhile, we’ve been informed by our colleagues in Baghdad that the first batch of inspectors, who will arrive

     on 25 November, will include 12 from UNMOVIC and six from the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).

           **Kosovo

           The United Nations Mission in Kosovo announced today that four former Kosovo Albanian members of the

     Kosovo Liberation Army, including Commander Rrustem Mustafa, were indicted earlier this week by an international

     prosecutor for war crimes committed against other Kosovo Albanian citizens during 1998 and 1999.  The charges

     against them include illegal arrest and detention, as well as inhumane treatment, torture and murder.

           The defendants remain in detention pending trial.

           Also on Kosovo, the Security Council has agreed to send a Mission to Kosovo and to Belgrade, from 13 to 17

     December, under the leadership of Ambassador Ole Peter Kolby of Norway.  A letter from the Council President to the

     Secretary-General, including the terms of reference for the Mission, is out on the racks today.

           **UNHCR

           The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) noted its massive effort in both the

     Democratic Republic of the Congo and the neighbouring Republic of Congo to provide identity cards to refugees and

     asylum seekers.  That operation got underway today in Kimaza, where some 2,000 refugees from the Republic of the

     Congo will receive their identity cards.

           According to government estimates, there are some 440,000 refugees and asylum seekers in those two

     countries.

           You can pick up more information in UNHCR’s briefing notes, which also includes information about UNHCR

     efforts to interview the residents of the Sangatte reception centre in northern France, to hear asylum seekers’ claims

     from the roughly 1,900 people with valid badges in that reception centre.

           **Human Rights

           A couple of human rights notes.

           The Special Rapporteur of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights on the question of torture, Theo

     van Boven, will be undertaking a fact-finding mission to Uzbekistan from 24 November to 6 December 2002 at the

     invitation of the Government.

           And Juan Miguel Petit, the Special Rapporteur dealing with the sale of children, child prostitution and child

     pornography, will visit France next week, starting on Monday, at the Government’s invitation, to examine the trafficking

     of children into and through France.

           We have a press release available with more details on his visit.

           **Press Releases

           The World Health Organization (WHO) reveals that 7 per cent of deaths among women aged 15 to 44 years

     are due to violence.  The World Report on Violence and Health says that nearly half of the women victims of homicide

     are killed by their current or former male partners.  The report also highlights

     a number of promising prevention programmes, including social development, reducing alcohol availability and access

     to firearms, reducing inequalities and strengthening law enforcement and judicial systems.

           We have a press release with more information available upstairs.

           From the United Nations Regional Inter-Agency Coordination Support Office in Southern Africa, we are

     informed that humanitarian relief operations in the region face a shortage of 400,000 metric tons of food.  Urgent

     humanitarian needs are not limited to food aid and there is also a need for assistance in the health, education and fuel

     sectors.

           We also have a press release from the Secretariat of the Convention to Combat Desertification on the

     two-week meeting of the Committee to Review the Implementation of that Convention, which ended in Rome today. 

     The meeting discussed ways to improve implementation of the Convention and the conclusions and findings will be

     presented to the next Conference of Parties.

           From the United Nations Development Programme, they’ve announced today that it had signed a project worth

     $5.5 million today with the Government of Viet Nam, to help develop a “democratic, clean, professional, efficient and

     effective administration system” in that country by 2010.  The support will focus on assisting the ministries of home

     affairs, justice and finance, and the Office of the Government.

           **Budget

           Today, the peacekeeping budget received another very large contribution from the United Kingdom, which

     made a payment of more than $46 million.

           **Guest on Monday

           Our guest on Monday will be Noeleen Heyzer, Executive Director of the United Nations Development Fund for

     Women (UNIFEM).  Ms. Heyzer will brief on the International Day to End Violence Against Women, which is being

     observed on Monday, and she will also discuss UNIFEM’s Trust Fund for Violence Against Women.

           **World Chronicle

           World Chronicle programme number 877, with Professor Nayyar of the World Institute for Development

     Economics Research and Nitin Desai, Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs, will be shown this

     afternoon on in-house channels 31 and 3.

           We also have upstairs copies of the weekly Week Ahead.

           Any questions?

           **Questions and Answers:

           Question:  The Norwegian Ambassador was scheduled to meet with correspondents in the UNCA club I think

     at 4 o’clock this afternoon for a briefing.  I wonder if this appointment was made before there had been a change in his

     plans.

           Associate Spokesman:  I don’t know.  I would be happy to check with the Norwegian Mission for you.

           Question:  What is the United Nations doing about a United Nations employee in Pretoria named Faith Zake,

     who is currently being detained by the Government at an illegal immigration detention centre?

           Associate Spokesman:  It is the first I‘ve heard of it, but I will look into it.

           [The Associate Spokesman later said that United Nations officials were trying to locate her.  The United

     Nations was also working with the South African Mission in New York to that end.]

           Question:  How many United Nations staff have been killed during the last two, three years?

           Associate Spokesman:  I don’t have the full figures.  What I can tell you is that Mr. Hook’s death…he was the

     first UNRWA international staff member to have been killed since the beginning of this Intafada.  But you will recall that

     earlier this year a Palestinian guard inside an UNRWA ambulance was killed and we issued a statement at that time. 

     And, not counting Mr. Hook’s death, UNRWA has had 10 casualties since 1992.

           Question:  Do you have any indication today if Mr. Denktash is going to give you an answer?

           Associate Spokesman:  We do know that Mr. Denktash has had health problems and he remains in New

     York.  He has indicated that he needs a bit more time for consultations and we do hope that we will be getting some

     more definitive remarks from him in the future.

           Question:  He has asked for an extension for a week, can you confirm that?

           Associate Spokesman:  No I can’t.  Any more questions?  Thank you.

           Briefing by the Spokesman for the General Assembly President

           Good afternoon.

           The General Assembly Plenary this morning is taking action on reports of the First Committee on

     Disarmament and International Security agenda items. There are 17 items under consideration (documents A/57/

     501-517).

           The Third Committee (Social, Humanitarian and Cultural) is expected to take action this afternoon on

     outstanding draft resolutions on implementation and follow-up to the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action,

     extrajudicial, summary and arbitrary executions, and protection of the rights and dignity of persons with disabilities. 

     That’s in the Third Committee this afternoon.

           And on Monday, the Plenary will discuss the report of the Secretary-General on strengthening of the

     coordination of humanitarian assistance, special economic assistance to individual countries or regions.

           Any questions?

           Question:  Do you know when the General Assembly is going to take up the Third Committee resolutions?

           Spokesman:  At this point I do not have a definite date for that.

           Thank you very much, have a good weekend.

                 THE WEEK AHEAD AT THE UNITED NATIONS

                 Sunday, 24 November

           The Secretary-General will arrive in Paris, France, where he will pay an official visit.

                 Monday, 25 November

           In Paris, the Secretary-General will hold meetings with President Jacques Chirac and other senior French

     officials.

           The Security Council is expected to hold an open meeting to consider a resolution on the “oil-for-food”

     programme for Iraq, the current phase of which expires today.  It will also hold consultations on Liberia sanctions in the

     morning and on Iraq, with a briefing by United Nations chief weapons inspector Hans Blix, in the afternoon.

           Today is the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women and the guest at the noon

     briefing will be Noeleen Heyzer, Executive Director of the United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM).

           The 14th meeting of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer will

     take place in Rome.  For more information, see www.unep.org/ozone

                 Tuesday, 26 November

           The Secretary-General will end his trip to Europe, returning to New York. The Deputy Secretary-General will

     speak at an event marking World AIDS Day, which will be formally observed on 1 December.  Also, at 10 a.m.,

     Desmond Johns, Director of the New York Office of the Joint United Nations Programme against HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS),

     will brief the press on World AIDS Day.

                 Thursday, 28 November

           Today is Thanksgiving Holiday, and United Nations Headquarters in New York will be closed.

                 Friday, 29 November

           Today is the International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People.

           Over the weekend, Colombia will replace China in the Presidency of the Security Council.

                                              * *** *     

____________________________________________________________________________________
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* * * * 

UNRWA killing


22 November –Secretary-General Kofi Annan today voiced serious concern about Israeli actions in response to the shooting in the West Bank today of a British worker supervising a project of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA).


While the full circumstances surrounding the death of Iain Hook, who had been managing the Jenin camp rehabilitation project, have yet to be determined, a spokesman for Mr. Annan said the Secretary-General was “greatly disturbed” by the fact that the Israeli Defence Force (IDF) refused immediate access for an ambulance which had been summoned by UNRWA to take the victim to the hospital.


Mr. Hook, who had been trapped for several hours in the UNRWA office compound in the Jenin camp after the IDF’s entry into the area sparked a prolonged armed clash, died before reaching the hospital.
“The Secretary-General has on a number of previous occasions called on the IDF to allow ambulances unimpeded access to the sick and injured,” spokesman Stephane Dujarric recalled in a statement to the press in New York.

Mr. Annan, who expects to comment further on the matter, extended his condolences to the victim’s family.

According to UNRWA, the source of the gunfire which killed Mr. Hook “is not known with absolute certainty.”

The Agency’s Commissioner-General issued a statement in Jerusalem voicing “shock and outrage” at Mr. Hook’s death. Peter Hansen expressed hope that the victim’s family would “take some small comfort and pride in the knowledge that he lost his life trying to save that of others.”

Voicing his personal sense of “sadness and anger at this terrible loss,” Mr. Hansen noted that increasingly, UNRWA’s staff are facing difficult and dangerous conditions in carrying out their humanitarian mandate. 

In addition to today’s incident, UNRWA has suffered 10 casualties since 1992.

* * *

ILO

22 November – The creation of a fund to help Palestinians with employment and social protection has received strong support from the United Nations International Labour Organization’s (ILO) Governing Body, which concluded a two-week session today in Geneva.

In approving the Palestinian Fund for Employment and Social Protection, the Governing Body encouraged the ILO to assist in the establishment of the Fund, and appealed to donors to support it.

The Governing Body also approved the establishment of a pilot project to test the concept of a “Global Social Trust” that could ultimately help to provide basic social security for up to 100 million people in poor countries. Financing would come from networks of individuals in developed countries, who would systematically make regular, voluntary donations of a few dollars a month to create basic social protection systems in developing countries and support benefit payments until those systems become self-supporting.

The session also took up the situation in Myanmar, discussing the possibility sending an ILO mission to the country to conclude a plan of action for the elimination of forced labour there.

Concerning developments in Colombia, where reports indicate that some 100 trade unionists have been killed this year, the Governing Body discussed an ILO project for the country aimed at securing the rights of trade unionists, promoting freedom of association and the right to organize, and furthering social dialogue as a means of stopping violence.

The Governing Body, which meets three times a year, has 56 principal members – 28 representatives from governments, 14 from employers’ organizations and 14 from workers’ groups.

* * *

Cyprus


22 November – Secretary-General Kofi Annan is encouraged by the “generally positive” reaction to his plan on Cyprus, a United Nations spokesman said today.

Stephane Dujarric told reporters in New York that the Secretary-General “wants to press ahead with the parties in accordance with the calendar, which is part and parcel of the plan, and which is designed to take advantage of the opportunity that is available now.”

Mr. Annan met today in The Hague with his Special Adviser on Cyprus, Alvaro de Soto, to take stock of efforts to solve the Cyprus problem. They discussed steps for engaging the parties intensively in the next week or so, according to the spokesman.

“The Secretary-General looks forward to receiving their substantive reactions with a view to moving ahead in earnest,” Mr. Dujarric said, adding that Mr. Annan will remain in contact with the Prime Ministers of Greece and Turkey on the matter, and his Special Adviser will return to the region to continue consultations.

At a press encounter today in The Hague, when asked to react to reports that Turkish Cypriot leader Rauf Denktash does not accept the proposal, the Secretary-General responded, “I think it’s too early to say.” He noted that Mr. Denktash was recovering from surgery, and voiced hope for more definitive remarks from him after he has had time for consultations. 

Meanwhile in New York, the UN Security Council held closed consultations on the Secretary-General’s latest report on the UN Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus (UNFICYP). The United Kingdom introduced a draft resolution which recommends extending the mission’s mandate until 15 June 2003, as recommended in the report.

* * *

Iraq


22 November – The head of the United Nations commission charged with dismantling Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction today discussed recent developments with British Prime Minister Tony Blair during a meeting in London.

Hans Blix, the Executive Chairman of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC), briefed Prime Minister Blair on his recent visit to Baghdad, including discussions with the Iraqi Foreign Minister and other senior Iraqi officials on the status of preparations for the resumption of weapons inspections on 27 November, a UN spokesman reported.

Mr. Blix, who had previously conferred in Paris with the Foreign Ministers of France and Mexico on his way to Baghdad, stopped in London in the context of his continuing consultations with Security Council members. The UNMOVIC chief is scheduled to brief the full Council on Monday afternoon.


Meanwhile in Baghdad, the spokesman for UNMOVIC and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), Hiro Ueki, announced that the first group of weapons inspectors would arrive on Monday, with 12 coming from UNMOVIC and 6 from the IAEA.

UNMOVIC, which has approximately 300 inspectors on its roster, will have 80 to 100 in place by the end of the year, while the IAEA, which has 33 inspectors on standby, will deploy approximately 20 in Iraq at any given time, according to the spokesman.

Responding to press questions, Mr. Ueki predicted that weapons inspectors would first visit previously monitored sites to check the conditions of the equipment and to “re-baseline” the areas, a process which involves comparisons against the results of past inspections. At the same time, the spokesman did not rule out the possibility that other sites would be inspected at any stage, once inspections resume.

* * *

Angola


22 November – Members of the United Nations Security Council today hailed the latest advances in the Angola peace process, praising the parties for their actions and voicing confidence in the country’s future prospects.


In a statement to the press, the current President of the Council, Ambassador Wang Yingfan of China, welcomed the dissolution of the Joint Commission, which was chaired by the UN, noting that this development “marks the completion of the main tasks of the Angolan peace process.”

He added that the Council would next review the sanctions it has imposed against the National Union for the Total Independence of Angola (UNITA) with a view to lifting them, as recommended by the Joint Commission.

“Council members pay tribute to the strong political will of both the Angolan Government and UNITA in achieving the goal of peace,” the President said. The members also commended the efforts by the Secretary-General’s Special Representative as well as the Troika of Observers to the Lusaka Protocol – Portugal, the Russian Federation and the United States – on “the important role played in this process.” 

Ambassador Wang voiced confidence that Angola’s leaders and people “will show determination in fulfilling the aspirations of peace, national reconciliation, democracy, respect for human and civil rights and the deliverance of better economic and social conditions.”

At the same time, he noted that numerous challenges remain in Angola, and said Council members “call on the international community to continue to assist the Angolan Government in its efforts to address the serious humanitarian situation in the country.”

* * *

Secretary-General

22 November – Immigrants and refugees should not – and must not – be seen as a burden, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today in The Hague upon the launch of a document containing 21 principles for more humane government policies to deal with migrants.

If the issue of migration is tackled properly, citizens of developed and developing countries alike will come to understand how its benefits far outweigh the problems it may bring, the Secretary-General said in accepting the Declaration of The Hague, which was produced by the Society for International Development of the Netherlands.

“Politicians have a choice to make,” he said, noting that they can embrace the potential that migrants and refugees represent, or instead use them as political scapegoats. The Secretary-General was accompanied at the Declaration’s launch by the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, Ruud Lubbers.

Afterwards at a press encounter, the Secretary-General reiterated his challenge to world leaders not to scapegoat migrants. “For any number of illegal immigrants, there are thousands more who are in our midst legally and when we come up with laws, we have to be careful not to generalize from the particular, come up with laws that are designed to get certain individuals, but be careful that it is not applied to other innocent and law-abiding people in our midst,” he said.

The Secretary-General then met with the judges of the International Court of Justice, who reviewed with him their caseload. He briefed them on his meeting with the Presidents of Cameroon and Nigeria last Friday, following the ICJ’s ruling last month on the countries’ dispute over the Bakassi peninsula.

After meeting with the leaders of the UN Association of the Netherlands and thanking them for their work, the Secretary-General had a working luncheon with his Special Adviser on Cyprus, Alvaro de Soto.

On Sunday, the Secretary-General will leave the Netherlands for France.

* * *

Human rights/peacekeeping

22 November – The top United Nations officials for human rights and peacekeeping today signed a cooperative agreement that stresses respect for civil liberties as fundamental to the promotion of peace and security.

“I would like to see my Office much more involved in the search for peaceful solutions and in peace negotiations, in practical terms,” Sergio Vieira de Mello, the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, explained in Geneva at the signing, which also involved the Under-Secretary General for Peacekeeping Operations, Jean-Marie Guéhenno. “And we should also participate actively in the implementation of peace agreements.”

In strengthening and expanding their cooperation, the agreement calls for the UN Department of Peacekeeping Operations and the High Commissioner’s Office to “seek to establish, institutionalize and maximize the mutual exchange of expertise, advice, information, training and support, drawing upon their respective capacities and mandates.”

The signing of the agreement came as a one-week meeting of heads of human rights field presences closed. Also present was Danilo Türk, the Assistant Secretary-General for Political Affairs.

* * *

Kosovo

22 November – Four former members of the Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA) have been indicted on war crimes charges stemming from their treatment of other Kosovo Albanian civilians in 1998 and 1999, the United Nations Interim Administration Mission in the province (UNMIK) announced today.

An international prosecutor in Pristina charged Latif Gashi, Naim Kadriu, Nazif Mehmeti and Rrustem Mustafa (alias Commander Remi) on Tuesday with 11 counts of illegal arrest and detention, inhumane treatment, torture and murder.

Pursuant to a request by the prosecutor, Mr. Gashi, Mr. Kadriu and Mr. Mehmeti were arrested on 28 January. On 13 August, the investigating judge expanded the probe to include the Mr. Mustafa, the KLA commander for the “Llap” Zone in 1998 and 1999. The judge concluded the investigation on 8 November.

The defendants remain in detention pending trial, UNMIK said. 

Meanwhile in New York, the Security Council has agreed to send a mission to Kosovo and to Belgrade next month.

The team would travel to the region from 13 to 17 December under the leadership of Ambassador Ole Peter Kolby of Norway.

* * * 

DR of Congo

22 November – A draft framework for an all-inclusive power-sharing arrangement in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) has been prepared by the United Nations and South African mediation team in Pretoria, a UN spokesman in New York said today.

The draft agreement could be adopted tomorrow by all eight components and entities participating in the Inter-Congolese Dialogue, barring any last minute difficulties, Stephane Dujarric said.

Three technical committees that will be charged with preparing annexes to the agreement will begin working next week, after which a final round of talks will be held the second week of December in Pretoria, he added.

Last month, the Special Envoy of UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan, Moustapha Niasse, started a series of informal consultations with the DRC Government, the Movement for the Liberation of Congo and the Congolese Rally for Democracy-Goma, as well as representatives of other armed groups and political parties on transitional political arrangements in the war-torn country.

The consultations took place in Pretoria with the active support of the African Union and the Government of South Africa.

* * *

UNHCR

22 November – The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) today launched a massive effort to provide identity cards to refugees and asylum seekers in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and neighbouring Congo, a spokesman for the agency said in Geneva.

Rupert Colville told the press that the effort – mounted jointly by UNHCR and the governments of the two countries – would kick-off in Kimaza, DRC, about 140 kilometres west of Kinshasa, where some 2,000 refugees from Congo will receive identity cards over the next few days. The cards, which will be issued to every refugee and asylum seeker over the age of 14, will help to improve their legal protection and protect them from security problems.

After the exercise is completed in Kimaza, the operation will move to Pointe-Noire in the Congo, where identity cards will be distributed early December, and Lumumbashi, in the south-eastern part of the DRC.

Quoting government estimates, UNHCR said there are about 440,000 refugees and asylum seekers in the two Congos, most of them in areas bordering Angola and the Cabinda enclave. About 330,000 reside in the DRC while the remaining 110,000 live in Congo, the agency said, adding that the majority of the refugees and asylum seekers are Angolans. The DRC also shelters 75,000 Sudanese, 22,000 Rwandans and other nationalities.

* * *

Tajikistan

22 November – Despite assurances that asylum seekers would not be deported following the expulsion of nine Afghans in September, the United Nations refugee agency today said the government of Tajikistan had expelled five more Afghans from the country last week.

Expressing serious concern about the deportation, a spokesman for the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said that on 9 November, Tajik authorities had detained more than 30 Afghans who were picked up on the streets of Dushanbe and from their homes, including two minors and another two undergoing medical treatment, and kept them in detention while their documents were examined. The minors and those needing medical attention were later released.

Among the deported people were two known to UNHCR, including one who was due to be resettled to a third country in the coming weeks, Rupert Colville told the press in Geneva.

UNHCR had written to the Tajik authorities protesting the detention and deportation of the Afghans, Mr. Colville said. “These are all people of concern to our office who may face grave danger back in Afghanistan because of their possible association with previous Afghan regimes,” he said, adding that the refugee agency had met with the authorities one day before the group’s expulsion and had been assured that there would be no further deportations.

Tajikistan suspended screening for refugee status determination two years ago, leaving refugees and asylum seekers in a precarious situation, UNHCR said, noting that more than 9,200 refugees were repatriated last year while about 2,500 Afghan refugees remain in the country.

* * *

Uzbekistan


22 November – A United Nations human rights expert on the question of torture today announced plans to visit Uzbekistan later this month at the Government’s invitation.

Special Rapporteur Theo van Boven has requested to meet with numerous top officials during his stay in the country from 24 November to 6 December. They include the President, Foreign Minister, Defence Minister, the heads of the Police and Prison Services, and the Director of the National Human Rights Centre of Uzbekistan. In addition, he will meet with representatives of various non-governmental organizations as well as private individuals.


The Special Rapporteur is scheduled to visit Tashkent, the Ferghana Valley, Urgench and the Karshi and Navoi regions, where he will meet local public officials and representatives of civil society, as well as visit various places of detention.


The trip marks the first fact-finding visit by Mr. van Boven since his appointment as Special Rapporteur last year. A Professor of Law at the University of Maastricht in the Netherlands, he is also a member of the Board of Trustees of the UN Voluntary Fund on Contemporary Forms of Slavery.

* * *

France


22 November – The United Nations human rights expert on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography will visit France next week at the invitation of the Government.

During his five-day mission, which starts on Monday, Special Rapporteur Juan Miguel Petit will examine the situation regarding trafficking of children into and through France for prostitution and other purposes.

The expert will also probe the incidence of child pornography and domestic child sexual abuse in the country.

While in France, Mr. Petit will hold meetings with governmental and non-governmental organizations and survivors of abuse. He will also visit children’s shelters as well as the “children’s desk” at the Interpol office in Lyon.

* * *

WHO

22 November – Nearly half the women who die due to homicide are killed by their current or former husband or boyfriend, according to a new report by the United Nations World Health Organization (WHO), which is urging governments to take action to reduce domestic violence.

The World Report on Violence and Health says violence accounts for approximately 7 per cent of all deaths among women aged 15 to 44 worldwide. In addition to the hundreds of thousands of lives destroyed, the report shows that violence against women has been linked to a number of immediate and long-term conditions, including physical injury, chronic pain syndromes, depression and suicidal behaviour. Partner violence can also affect a woman’s earning, job performance and her ability to stay employed.

The report also shows that, in some countries, up to 69 per cent of women report having been physically assaulted and nearly half, 47 per cent, say that their first sexual intercourse was forced.

“We need to voice the violence, to hear the stories of all those affected by violence. Spreading the word, breaking down the taboos and exposing the violence that takes place among us is the first step towards effective action to reduce violence in our own societies,” said WHO Director-General Dr. Gro Harlem Brundtland on the occasion of the International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women, which is observed on 25 November.

Massive differences in homicide rates among women show that there is nothing inevitable about violence. According to WHO, female homicide rates in a number of developing and transition countries exceed 6 per 100,000 population, 10 to 15 times higher than in countries with the lowest female homicide levels such as Japan, United Kingdom, Spain, France, Italy and Greece.

The release of the report initiated a Global Campaign for Violence Prevention with the objectives of raising awareness about violence as a major public health problem and the role that public health can play in its prevention, WHO said. Many countries have committed to hosting events to discuss the impact of violence and to implement the report’s recommendations.

* * *

Southern Africa

22 November – The humanitarian relief operation for southern Africa is facing a shortage of 400,000 tons of food as the rainy season, the most vulnerable period, approaches, the United Nations Regional Inter-Agency Coordination Support Office (RIASCO) said today. 

Using early projections of the current planting season, RIASCO said production had been lower than normal and that additional food assistance would likely be needed until the summer harvest in May-June 2003.

Based on the number of seeds sold, “even the next season will not enable farmers to produce enough food to support the population,” the office said. In Zimbabwe where 1.8 million tons is consumed, only 1.2 million hectares of seeds could be planted with a possible yield of between 720,000 to 960,000 tons.

“If El Niño intensifies as expected, crop production could drop even lower, making it still more likely that food relief efforts will even need to stretch beyond June 2003,” RIASCO said.

While the recent contribution of €62 million (euros) by the European Union would help to counter significant cereal shortfalls in Zambia and Zimbabwe from December to March, urgent help is needed from donors in order to ensure that the food pipeline is not broken in the early part of next year.

Apart from food aid, southern Africa also faces problems in the health, education and fuel sectors, RIASCO said, adding that only 15 per cent of funds required for the health sector has been collected in a sub-region weakened by HIV/AIDS, cholera and malaria.

Citing studies that reveal a correlation between food shortages and increases in school dropouts, the Office said 10 per cent of male pupils and 10 per cent of female pupils in Malawi had not attended school for 20 days or more, while in Zambia, there has been a dramatic decline in school attendance in six provinces.

* * *

Desertification

22 November – More than 400 government representatives have pledged to strengthen cooperation in the implementation of a United Nations treaty to fight desertification, as a two-week discussion on ways to improve action against the spread of drylands wrapped up today in Rome.

“The conference enabled governments to identify and share best practices that can successfully tackle the problem of both desertification and poverty,” said Hama Arba Diallo, Executive Secretary of the UN Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD). “It will serve countries to streamline their policies as they are now either preparing their national action programmes or starting to implement them.”

During the first meeting of the Committee to Review the Implementation of the UNCCD, case studies presented by governments highlighted the link between desertification, food security and poverty. Delegates called for integrating anti-desertification programmes into national development strategies in order to tackle both desertification and poverty in dryland rural areas.

The Convention, which came into force in 1996 and has 185 parties, is the only binding international legal instrument to address the issue of desertification and recurring droughts.

According to the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), desertification affects more than 110 countries worldwide and threatens the livelihood of over 1.2 billion people. If left unchecked, arable land is expected to shrink by one-third in Asia, two-thirds in Africa and one-fifth in South America, exacerbating food insecurity, economic loss and mass migration from dryland rural areas where the world’s poorest reside.

* *** *



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





The East African - New UNEP Project to Fight Desert Spread


"      "       "        - Africa Shuns Global Meet on Mountain Res.


"     "       "        - Indigenous Peoples Accuse Govts. Of Bias


(These articles appear in this week's East African)


� HYPERLINK  \l "Indigenous" ��AANA - Projects must Respect Rights of Indigenous People�
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