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Reuters
Global Warming Fight to Get Harder From 2012 - UN

ICELAND: November 25, 2004

REYKJAVIK - Fighting global warming will get tougher once the Kyoto protocol ends in 2012 and the world must try to get Washington involved in the long term, the head of the UN Environment Programme said on Wednesday.

Klaus Toepfer also welcomed Russia's ratification of the 128-nation plan, triggering a countdown to Kyoto's entry into force on February 16 next year even though the United States pulled out in 2001.

He said countries should already start planning for what he said would be harder, deeper curbs on emissions of heat-trapping gases after Kyoto. The pact aims to cut emissions by developed nations by 5.2 percent below 1990 levels by 2008-12.

"We have to discuss beyond Kyoto, we have to start the negotiations," he told Reuters on the sidelines of an eight-nation conference on a rapid thaw of the Arctic region.

He said Kyoto cuts could be easily reached like "low-hanging fruits" but that beyond Kyoto "you have really to ask about the energy structure in future, how do you change the carbon intensity, how to increase efficiency."

UN scientists say that gases from burning fossil fuels in cars, power plants and factories are blanketing the planet and driving up temperatures. That could cause catastrophic floods, storms and raise sea levels by almost a metre (3ft) by 2100.

He said US involvement after 2012 was a key to encouraging a wider assault on global warming, especially in China or India which have fast-growing economies and account for 40 percent of the world's population.

"From 2012 I believe that beyond Kyoto we should have a very, very central target of (enlisting) the United States," he said.

NO PROMISES

But Washington is making no promises. President George W. Bush has said Kyoto would cost too much and wrongly excludes poor states, which have no targets for curbs until 2012.

"Right now we think it's necessary to focus on the (domestic) plans we have put in place," said Paula Dobriansky, US Under Secretary, Global Affairs, when asked if Washington might take part in global planning for beyond 2012.

Washington aims to cut the amount of greenhouse gases emitted for every dollar of US economic output by 18 percent over the decade to 2012. The policy will brake a rise in emissions but stops short of caps sought by Kyoto.

"In 2012 we will take stock of the trends and then we will reassess our approach if necessary," Dobriansky told Reuters.

Toepfer, a German, said that the United States was the top emitter of carbon dioxide, the main greenhouse gas, but also a key source of new technology for non-polluting energies like solar or wind power.

Toepfer praised British Prime Minister Tony Blair for taking a lead and planning a 60 percent cut in greenhouse gas emissions by 2050. But he said it would mean wrenching change.

"I don't want to water it down but (Kyoto targets) were the low-hanging fruits," he said. "You cannot get to 60 percent with low-hanging fruits."

Kyoto is meant to be a first step against global warming. UN projections show that Kyoto will brake rising world temperatures by only about 0.1C (0.2F), a pinprick compared to a forecast rise of 1.4-5.8C by 2100.

Story by Alister Doyle

REUTERS NEWS SERVICE

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Deutsche Presse-Agentur

November 24, 2004, Wednesday  
HEADLINE: South African becomes new president of World Conservation Union


BODY:
Former anti-aparteid activist Valli Moosa of South Africa was elected Wednesday the new president of IUCN The World Conservation Union, deemed the world's largest conservation network.

"Nature conservation is everybody's business. We will succeed if we continue to broaden our scope and involve more people," said Moosa, following his election by the 1,000-member IUCN in Bangkok, which is playing host to the 3rd World Conservation Congress.

Moosa, 47, born in Johannesburg, South Africa, has served on the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) governing council, the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment, and the South African Business Trust.

He will hold the post of IUCN president for the next four years.

An anti-apartheid activist, Moosa became Minister of Constitutional Affairs in the former cabinet of president Nelson Mandela in 1994. He was appointed Minister of Environmental Affairs and Tourism of the Republic of South Africa in 1999.

He attracted international attention through his competent mediation at the World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg and the 5th IUCN World Parks Congress in Durban. dpa pj blg
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Gamebids
Wednesday, November 24, 2004
Madrid 2012 Environmental Update
Posted 12:00 pm ET (GamesBids.com)
Paz Gonzalez, Madrid's Environment Town Councillor, introduced Tuesday the first six municipal cars that use two engines, one for gas and the other using electricity. The presentation is part of a project to incorporate ecological vehicles in Madrid should the city host the 2012 Summer Olympic Games.
Each of these cars, which will be used by the Environmental Area of the City Council of Madrid, uses 40 per cent less fuel than a conventional engine. The contaminant emission of the cars is also reduced by 60 per cent, and the noise pollution is 1.2 decibels lower.
Gonzalez emphasizes that with this initiative the City Council of Madrid “pledges itself to fight the urban atmospheric pollution. We have to be very strict and show our commitment to the city in order to work with a view to the Madrid 2012’s project”.
Meanwhile, Madrid 2012’s environmental director travelled to Pakistan Wednesday to the Global Forum for Sport and Environment in Lahore where 250 participants are meeting from November 24 to November 26.
At the forum, sponsored by the Global Sports Alliance in collaboration with the United Nations Environmental Programme, the impact and contribution to the sustainable development of athletes, sports federations, sporting goods companies and NGO’s will be discussed.
Lucio was invited to give a lecture about the role of future Games in promoting environmental awareness and actions. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Mail @ Guardian

Moosa elected head of conservation network

Former anti-apartheid activist Valli Moosa of South Africa was elected the new president of the World Conservation Union (IUCN) on Wednesday. IUCN is deemed the world's largest conservation network.

"Nature conservation is everybody's business. We will succeed if we continue to broaden our scope and involve more people," said Moosa, following his election by the 1 000-member IUCN in Bangkok, which is playing host to the 3rd World Conservation Congress.

Moosa, 47, born in Johannesburg, South Africa, has served on the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) governing council, the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment, and the South African Business Trust.

He will hold the post of IUCN president for the next four years.

Moosa became Minister of Constitutional Affairs in the former Cabinet of president Nelson Mandela in 1994. He was appointed Minister of Environmental Affairs and Tourism in 1999.

He attracted international attention through his competent mediation at the World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg and the 5th IUCN World Parks Congress in Durban. -- Sapa-dpa
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Africa South Africa News

Moosa heads top conservation body

Former environment minister Valli Moosa was elected to a four-year term as president of the World Conservation Union (IUCN) in Bangkok on Wednesday.

"The world is agreed that conservation should be more strongly connected with the needs of the poor. This formula must enable protection of biodiversity in a manner which responds to people's needs and therefore mainstreams conservation and environmental concerns," a Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism statement quoted Moosa as saying.

Moosa said the IUCN was unique in being made up of both governments and civil society groups.

It was "an honour for Africa to be bestowed the responsibility of leading the world as it seeks to takes conservation to another level", he said.

Environment Minister Marthinus van Schalkwyk said he was confident Moosa would bring to international conservation the same innovation and insight that he brought to South Africa.

"Having a South African at the helm of one of the most prestigious and influential conservation organisations in the world is another indication of the growing international esteem for South Africa's leading role in environmental protection and sustainable development," Van Schalkwyk said.

The Democratic Alliance congratulated Moosa on his election, and hoped he would use his influence to prevent dune mining in Pondoland and the proposed N2 toll road.

"Neither of these developments is good for poverty relief, and they are most certainly not good for conservation," said DA environment spokesperson Gareth Morgan.

Moosa (47), was elected president of the IUCN by 432 votes to 199.

He has previously served on the United Nations Environment Programme governing council, the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment, and the South African Business Trust.

Source: SciDev.Net
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The World Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPO) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) say benefits from scientific innovations derived from indigenous knowledge should be shared according to guidelines laid out in a report they launched earlier this month. 

WIPO's deputy director-general Francis Gurry and UNEP executive director Klaus Töpfer launched the report at a meeting of WIPO's Intergovernmental Committee on Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional Knowledge and Folklore held in Geneva on 1-5 November. The meeting was organised to discuss policies and principles for the protection of indigenous knowledge and folklore against misappropriation and misuse. 

The study formed part of delegates' discussion about the role of intellectual property rights over benefits arising from the use of biological resources and indigenous knowledge. It says benefit-sharing systems should strike a balance between promoting scientific innovation through the use of biological resources, and protecting the rights of indigenous people who have cultivated and preserved those resources, or whose livelihood depends on them.

The study also stresses the importance of understanding intellectual property issues before genetic resources are used. It adds that benefits should be shared by mutual agreements forming partnerships between custodians of a resource and its users. 

Claudio Torres Nachón, who works on indigenous environmental rights in Mexico, told SciDev.Net that a system to implement agreements over sharing of benefits would need a "review council that should examine every access agreement proposed, to assure that the terms are equitable and fair."

At the launch, Töpfer added that guidelines for sharing benefits would help protect biodiversity, by easing the tension between those who want to conserve it and the needs of the indigenous people (see Conserving biodiversity is a costly 'business')

Last month, WIPO agreed to consider a proposal from a group of developing countries to incorporate a 'development agenda' in the organisation's activities. The group was led by Argentina and Brazil and included Bolivia, Cuba, Ecuador, Iran, Kenya and Venezuela. 
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Russian News Agency

2004-11-24 19:31     * RUSSIA * UN * ECOLOGY * COOPERATION * FOREIGN MINISTRY *

RUSSIA, UN TO DEVELOP ECOLOGICAL COOPERATION

MOSCOW, November 24 (RIA Novosti) - Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov and United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) Executive Director Klaus Topfer discussed Russia-UN ecological cooperation in Iceland's capital Reykjavik during the 4th session of the council of ministers of the Arctic Council, the Foreign Ministry's information and press department reported.

In particular, the sides discussed the support for the Russian program on the protection of the Arctic Council and the launch of the project on the account for climate changes in the management of water resources of the Lena and other Siberian rivers. The sides agreed to develop further active cooperation in this sphere, the Foreign Ministry said.

Mr. Topfer highly assessed Russia's decision to ratify the Kyoto protocol to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, after which this important multilateral ecological document comes into effect.

The Arctic Council is an international regional structure aimed to promote cooperation in the sphere of environmental protection and provide stable development of polar areas. The declaration on its formation was signed in Ottawa (Canada) on September 19, 1996 by eight Artic countries: Denmark, Iceland, Canada, Norway, Russia, the United States, Finland and Sweden.

Chairmen of the Arctic Council are appointed for two years on the rotation basis. In late October 2004 Russia replaced Iceland as the Council's chairman.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

M2 Presswire

HEADLINE: ADB: Joint WHO-UNEP-ADB meeting explores solutions to environment; Risks killing 2.5 million per year in Asia and the Pacific

BODY:

M2 PRESSWIRE-NOVEMBER 24, 2004-ADB: Joint WHO-UNEP-ADB meeting explores solutions to environment; Risks killing 2.5 million per year in Asia and the Pacific ©1994-2004 M2 COMMUNICATIONS LTD

MANILA, PHILIPPINES - Environmental risks, such as exposure to urban and indoor air pollution, unsafe water, poor sanitation and hygiene, and climate change, are the cause of over 2.5 million deaths per year in the Asia and Pacific region.

That was the warning at a special meeting that opened today, jointly organized by the World Health Organization (WHO), United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), and Asian Development Bank (ADB).

The high-level meeting on health and environment, being held over three days at ADB's Headquarters in Manila, brings together representatives of ministries of health and of environment and other key institutions from the 10 members of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), People's Republic of China, Japan, Republic of Korea, and Mongolia.

The meeting aims to develop a better understanding of the linkages between poverty, health, and environment. And it is developing action plans by countries and partner agencies that would strengthen the effective collaboration between the health and environment sectors for sound environmental health policies and interventions.

"Socioeconomic developments of ASEAN and East Asian countries are becoming increasingly interdependent, and the linkages of these developments to the environment and health in the region are becoming more complex and cross-boundary," Shigeru Omi, Regional Director for the WHO Western Pacific, said in his opening address.

In recent years, WHO, UNEP and ADB have collaborated with ASEAN and East Asian countries in developing environmental health policies and strategies, supporting air and water quality monitoring and health surveillance, improving access to information on chemical and other environmental hazards, and developing public awareness and advocacy in environmental health.

However, more needs to be done to improve the collaboration between the health and environment agencies in the countries, as well as collaboration between the countries in strengthening the environmental health sector, participants heard.

"Prevention aspects need to be advocated and incorporated as part of economic and social activities with a focus on the ecosystem and changes in the lifestyle," said Surendra Shrestha, UNEP Regional Director for Asia and the Pacific, in his opening remarks. "What is good for the environment is also good for the health, and it is also good for development."

A regional forum is needed to bring high-level officials from health and environment health agencies in these countries to discuss major environmental challenges and potential solutions, and identify necessary actions by national agencies and international partner organizations, delegates heard.

"There is a window of opportunity in front of us - but we must act quickly to use it towards greater collaboration, to create a new framework and foster innovation within and outside our traditional sectoral boundaries," ADB Vice-President Geert van der Linden said in his welcome remarks.

"Raising issues is not enough: we must recognize shared benefits and responsibilities and propose concrete solutions and actions."

CONTACT: Hisashi Ogawa, Regional Adviser in Healthy Settings and Environment, WHO Tel: +63 2 528 9886 e-mail : ogawah@wpro.who.int Tim Higham, Regional Information Officer, UNEP Tel: +66 2 28 82127/+669 128 3803 e-mail : higham@un.org Graham Dwyer, External Relations Specialist, ADB Tel: +63 2 632 5253 e-mail : gdwyer@adb.org

(M2 Communications Ltd disclaims all liability for information provided within M2 PressWIRE. Data supplied by named party/parties. Further information on M2 PressWIRE can be obtained at http://www.presswire.net on the world wide web. Inquiries to info@m2.com).

LOAD-DATE: November 24, 2004
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Xinhua
Environment risks killing 2.5 mln people per Year in Asia, Pacific: ADB

www.chinaview.cn 2004-11-24 22:45:51

    MANILA, Nov. 24 (Xinhuanet) -- Over 2.5 million people were killed per year in the Asia and Pacific region due to environmental risks,such as exposure to urban and indoor air pollution, unsafe water, poor sanitation and hygiene, and climate change.

    The warning was issued at a special meeting which was jointly organized by the World Health Organization (WHO), United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), and the Asian Development Bank (ADB) here Wednesday.

    The high-level three-day meeting on health and environment at ADB's Headquarters in Manila, brings together representatives of ministries of health and of environment and other key institutions from the 10 members of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), People's Republic of China, Japan, Republic of Korea, and Mongolia.

    The meeting aims to develop a better understanding of the linkages between poverty, health, and environment.

    "Socioeconomic developments of ASEAN and East Asian countries are becoming increasingly interdependent, and the linkages of these developments to the environment and health in the region are becoming more complex and cross-boundary," Shigeru Omi, Regional Director for the WHO Western Pacific, said in his opening address.

    In recent years, WHO, UNEP and ADB have collaborated with ASEANand East Asian countries in developing environmental health policies and strategies, supporting air and water quality monitoring and health surveillance, improving access to information on chemical and other environmental hazards, and developing public awareness and advocacy in environmental health.

    However, more needs to be done to improve the collaboration between the health and environment agencies in the countries, as well as collaboration between the countries in strengthening the environmental health sector, participants heard.

    "Prevention aspects need to be advocated and incorporated as part of economic and social activities with a focus on the ecosystem and changes in the lifestyle," said Surendra Shrestha, UNEP Regional Director for Asia and the Pacific, in his opening remarks.

    A regional forum is needed to bring high-level officials from health and environment health agencies in these countries to discuss major environmental challenges and potential solutions, and identify necessary actions by national agencies and international partner organizations, delegates heard.

    "There is a window of opportunity in front of us -- but we mustact quickly to use it towards greater collaboration, to create a new framework and foster innovation within and outside our traditional sectoral boundaries," ADB Vice-President Geert van der Linden said in his welcome remarks.

    "Raising issues is not enough: we must recognize shared benefits and responsibilities and propose concrete solutions and actions." Enditem

___________________________________________________________________________________________

IPS

Is Latin America Really a Carbon Market Pioneer?
María Amparo Lasso* 

MEXICO CITY, Nov 24 (Tierramérica) - Latin America is a big player in the world's carbon market: the region has already negotiated 210.6 million dollars of carbon emissions trading in the context of the Kyoto Protocol, which is to take effect in February 2005 and has rekindled the debate about how best to fight global warming. 

The region's countries presented 46 projects under the treaty's Clean Development Mechanism (CDM), which could reduce emissions of around 55 million tons of carbon dioxide (CO2), the main greenhouse gas, produced from the combustion of fossil fuels. 

Latin America, second only to Asia, is at the forefront of efforts in the developing world to reduce greenhouse gases, which are responsible for global climate change. 

But critics wonder if the Latin American strategy will foment cleaner, renewable energy sources in the region, or if it will merely be limited to selling cheap carbon credits to the highest bidder from the industrialised North. 

The CDM is one of three flexible mechanisms set up by the 1997 Kyoto Protocol that are designed to help industrialised countries meet their goals for curbing greenhouse gas emissions to 5.2 percent below 1990 levels by the year 2012. 

The mechanism, which began instrumentation even without the treaty in force, allows companies from industrialised nations to invest in CO2 emission abatement projects in developing countries. 

Through carbon credits, these companies can count the emissions reductions as their own in their countries of origin, or trade them on the emissions market. 

Such is the case of the French-German corporation Vallourec & Mannesmann (V&M), which plans construction in Brazil of a thermoelectric plant to be run on derivatives of plant carbon produced in reforestation processes. 

The plant will generate electricity for the V&M steel factory in Barreiro, in the southeastern state of Minas Gerais, and is slated to reduce emissions of CO2 equivalent by 1.15 million tons in 21 years. The company will claim that reduction as its own. 

The principal motivation of V&M ''was not environmental, but rather to limit the risks of interruption in the supply of electricity, which is terrible for the operation of the furnaces in steel production,'' said Eduardo Botelho, a V&M operations executive, in a conversation with Tierramérica. 

V&M caused serious ecological harm in Minas Gerais, recalls Maria Dalce Ricas, an activist with the Minas Environmental Defence Association. ''But about eight years ago it improved its environmental policies, and that is why we are giving a vote of confidence for the (Barreiro) project, which is unique because it uses waste as its raw material.'' 

In Latin America, Brazil has the greatest potential as an exporter of carbon credits, followed by Colombia, Panama, Costa Rica and Peru, according to a study by the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC). The document reports there were at least 46 CDM projects in the region in March. Several more entered the application process in the last few months. 

European corporations like V&M seem to be the most enthusiastic. From Spain alone, the companies Endesa, Unión Fenosa and Iberdrola announced investments worth 850 dollars in CDM projects in Latin America. 

But the carbon credits derived from renewable energy projects represent just 10 percent of all credits negotiated in the CDM framework, according to the non-governmental group CDM Watch, based in Bali, Indonesia. 

And this is the most recurrent criticism from environmentalists: so far, governments and corporations from the industrialised North have been using the CDM for projects that generate large quantities of cheap carbon credits, focusing on gases like methane and hydrofluorocarbons (particularly HFC-23), which allows them to quickly and comfortably meet the Kyoto Protocol reduction targets. 

These are the preferred gases on the carbon market, which traded 64 million metric tons of CO2 equivalent during the first half of 2004. The governments of Japan and the Netherlands, and the World Bank, are the leading buyers. 

The CDM, say activists, simply shifts the location where greenhouse gas reductions are recorded, without much environmental or social benefit for the countries involved, and they do not promote changes in energy use and production. 

In Colombia, social investment was a requirement for developing a wind-energy plant in Jeripachi, in the Guajira region. It is the country's first CDM project, of 15 being planned. 

The project, which would reduce emissions worth 3.2 million dollars in credits, is part of the World Bank's Community Development Carbon Fund, and includes efforts to modernise school and health infrastructure to benefit the Wayuú Indians living in the area. 

''When it comes to indigenous lands, the members of those communities must be able to participate as partners'' in CDM projects, Wilder Guerra, a Wayuú and director of the Observatory of the Caribbean, an academic research centre. 

But there are those who see this type of investment as minor in the larger context, and argue that all CDMs should exclusively involve renewable energy sources. 

However, that is unlikely to happen, ''because we are in a transition phase in which we are also using cleaner fossil fuels,'' Carlos Loret de Mora, president of Peru's national environment commission, CONAM, told Tierramérica. Peru is another CDM leader, with 19 projects and investments totalling 935 million dollars. 

On Dec. 1, Peru will sign its first sale of carbon credits to the Netherlands, through the Poechos hydroelectric project in the northern city of Piura. It will replace thermoelectric plants that run on diesel and coal, and reduce CO2 equivalent gas emissions by 30,229 tons a year. The company is required to provide electricity to the surrounding community, as well as other social benefits. 

The Spanish energy giant Endesa, with operations in Argentina, Peru, Chile and Colombia, will place on the European carbon market credits coming from the planned hydroelectric dam in Callahuanca, outside Lima, which will reduce CO2 emissions by 460,000 tons. 

''Callahuanca will be completed despite the uncertainty that still exists with respect to the future price per ton of CO2, which implies a risk. But interest in obtaining experience with CDMs has prevailed,'' said Wilfredo Jara, environment and sustainable development manager for the Endesa affiliate in Chile. 

The price per ton of CO2 currently varies between 3.5 and 7.0 dollars -- still considered quite low. And the transaction costs reach 200,000 dollars per project, which does not leave much room for small-scale undertakings. 

''In Argentina, the costs and the complexities of presenting a CDM project have hindered participation by small and medium companies,'' Victoria Baláustegui, of the Argentine Health Ministry's clean production division, told Tierramérica. 

And there hasn't been much interest in Mexico, which, despite the size of its economy, has registered just four projects, all related to the hydroelectric sector. 

The implementation of the Kyoto Protocol in 2005 could catapult the Clean Development Mechanism to the forefront, but its lifespan could be very short. The commitments of the treaty last only until 2012 and, although new climate talks are slated for next year, what happens beyond the Kyoto Protocol is a great unknown. 

(* María Amparo Lasso is Tierramérica's editorial director. With reporting by Mario Osava in Brazil, Abraham Lama in Peru, and Yadira Ferrer in Colombia. Originally published Nov. 20 by Latin American newspapers that are part of the Tierramérica network. Tierramérica is a specialised news service produced by IPS with the backing of the United Nations Development Programme and the United Nations Environment Programme.) 

(END/2004) 
· Tierramérica
· Connect Yourself: Curbing Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
· UN Convention on Climate Change - Clean Development Mechanism 
· CDM Watch
· Endesa Energy 
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Süddeutsche Zeitung
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ÜBERSCHRIFT: "Mobilität muss teurer werden"; 
Globale Umweltsituation hat sich verschlechtert / Plädoyer für nationale Alleingänge; 
SZ-Interview mit Klaus Töpfer, Direktor des UN-Umweltprogramms

TEXT:


SZ: Herr Töpfer, hat sich die Umweltsituation seit Ihrem Amtsantritt eher zum Positiven oder eher zum Negativen verändert?

Töpfer: In den Industrieländern hat sich vieles zum Positiven gewendet. Es hat beträchtliche Investitionen in die Wasserreinhaltung und in Kläranlagen gegeben. Im Kampf gegen klassische Schadstoffe wie SO2 oder NOX sind Fortschritte erreicht worden. Beim Abfall sind heute die Recyclingquoten in Europa deutlich höher. 

SZ: Wie sieht die globale Situation aus?

Töpfer: Die globale Lage hat sich verschlechtert. Der Anstieg des CO2-Ausstoßes hat sich fortgesetzt. Es gibt erhebliche Probleme mit extremen Wettersituationen. Die Wasserversorgungsproblematik ist nicht gelöst: 1,2 bis 1, 3 Milliarden Menschen haben keinen Zugang zu sicherem Trinkwasser. Die sanitäre Situation vieler Menschen ist katastrophal. Wir haben keinen Anlass zur Entwarnung. Nur eine engagierte Umweltpolitik führt auch zu global positiven Ergebnissen.

SZ: Wo wollen Sie in den nächsten Jahren die Schwerpunkte setzen?

Töpfer: Der entschlossene Kampf gegen den globalen Klimawandel ist das Wichtigste. Die Energie-Erzeugung muss effizienter werden und auf eine breitere Grundlage gestellt werden. Wir brauchen erhebliche Investitionen im Wasserbereich und müssen bei der Ausbildung und Aufklärung der Menschen ansetzen.

SZ: Wenn Sie sich für eine breitere Diversifizierung der Energieversorgung aussprechen, gehört dann auch die Nutzung der Atomenergie dazu?

Töpfer: Keine Technik sollte ausgeschlossen sein. Viele wichtige Länder beschäftigen sich sehr intensiv mit der Weiterentwicklung der Kernenergie. Wir müssen die Fakten analysieren. Es sind jedoch vor allem erneuerbare und dezentrale Energieformen, die nicht an Netze gebunden sind, die eine wichtigere Rolle spielen müssen.

SZ: Sind nationale Alleingänge in der Umweltpolitik bei der Lösung globaler Probleme hilfreich?

Töpfer: Alles, was wir in Deutschland erreicht haben, haben wir zunächst in nationalen Alleingängen geschafft. In einem dicht besiedelten Land wie Deutschland mussten wir ein besonderes Interesse an Fortschritten zugunsten der Umwelt haben. Ich denke beispielsweise an die Einführung des Katalysators und die Rauchgas-Entschwefelung in Kohlekraftwerken. Aktuell halte ich es beispielsweise für notwendig, dass Flugbenzin notfalls im nationalen Alleingang besteuert wird. Es ist ökologisch ein Unding, dass der Treibstoff so weit herunter subventioniert wird, dass Flüge für zehn, zwanzig oder dreißig Euro zu haben sind. Wir müssen aber auch daran interessiert sein, dass sich die Regeln auf EU-Ebene durchsetzen. Viele Länder der Europäischen Union haben in den letzten Jahren ein stärkeres umweltpolitisches Profil gewonnen.

SZ: Ist der derzeit hohe Ölpreis nicht ideal, um die notwendigen Änderungen voranzutreiben? Und wie sollten Änderungen umgesetzt werden?

Töpfer: Nach meiner Überzeugung beeinflusst ein kurzfristig höherer Ölpreis nicht die langfristig nötigen Entscheidungen. Weder die Wirtschaft noch die Verbraucher können darauf kurzfristig reagieren. Die Energiepreise müssen mittel- und langfristig voraussehbar steigen. Unter Berücksichtigung der externen Kosten muss Mobilität teurer werden. Dann können die ökonomisch Handelnden zum Beispiel kalkulieren, ob sich der Kauf eines billigeren Hauses auf dem Land gegenüber den höheren Mobilitätskosten rentiert. Die billige Energie hat erheblich zu der Zersiedelung unserer Erde beigetragen.

Interview: Gerhard Bläske

GRAFIK: Als Anwalt der Umwelt sieht sich Klaus Töpfer, Direktor der Umweltorganisation der Vereinten Nationen. Die Lage kann nach seiner Ansicht nur durch internationale Zusammenarbeit zwischen Industrie- und Entwicklungsländern verbessert werden. Der frühere Bundesumweltminister plädiert für marktkonforme Lösungen zur Förderung alternativer Energien und lehnt einen Einsatz der Kernkraft nicht rundweg ab. Foto: S. Schraps

UPDATE: 24. November 2004 

____________________________________________________________________________________________
Reuters

New World Conservation Boss Eyes Climate, Oceans 

SOUTH AFRICA: November 25, 2004

JOHANNESBURG - The newly elected president of the World Conservation Union (IUCN) said on Wednesday that global warming and the lack of protected marine zones were key challenges that needed to be hoisted high on the green agenda. 

"Global warming is the single biggest environmental problem this world faces," Valli Moosa, a former South African environment minister and anti-apartheid activist, told Reuters. 
He was picked as president for a four-year term on Wednesday at the IUCN's third World Conservation Congress in Bangkok. 

"Another big challenge we face is to declare protected areas in the oceans and the high seas. Twelve percent of the land surface is under conservation but only 1 percent of the ocean," Moosa said in a telephone interview from the Thai capital. 

"This is an area that will need concerted attention and will be quite a high priority for us." 

Among its members, the Swiss-based IUCN counts 81 countries, 730 national non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and 77 international NGOs. Its total external operating income in 2003 was just over 102 million Swiss francs ($87.70 million). 

Over 10,000 scientists work on its six commissions and its data bases, assessments and case studies are among the world's most respected and frequently cited sources of information and reference on environmental issues. 

"This is a potentially powerful organisation ... The union is well positioned to take conservation to a completely new level," Moosa said. 

"We do not want conservation to just remain the activity of specialised environmentalists or groups of concerned citizens. We plan to put it higher up on the agenda of groups like the United Nations and the WTO (World Trade Organisation)," he said. 

Moosa also said he was keen to raise the organisation's state membership. Oil-rich Angola and Iran are the latest countries to join -- two states which have more than their fair share of environmental problems. 

"We will also be making a bigger push on the role of conservation in economic life and strive for greater interaction with businesses and global corporates," he said. 

He said that a positive sign was the growing number of sustainable indices which allowed investors to scrutinise the environmental records of publicly listed companies. 


Story by Ed Stoddard 

REUTERS NEWS SERVICE
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Bi-Coastal Warming Plans Take Shape in Kyoto - Less US

USA: November 25, 2004

NEW YORK - The United States, the world's largest emitter of greenhouse gases, will be left out of global warming decision making when the U.N.'s Kyoto Protocol takes effect in February.

Or will it?

Experts say nascent regulatory developments in both East Coast and West Coast states that would limit emissions and form cap-and-trade carbon markets could one day force the federal government's hand in forming a national law regulating carbon.

"That's the most likely scenario," said Eileen Claussen, President of Washington, D.C.'s Pew Center on Global Climate Change in an interview. "There's no question that the states are working to fill a vacuum that they see at the national level."

President George W. Bush pulled out of the Kyoto pact in 2001, arguing that it was too expensive and wrongly excluded developing nations from a first round of cuts in emissions.

In a cap-and-trade market, businesses have to trim emissions under set limits or buy credits to continue emitting from companies that have complied with limits.

Experts say big industry, such as oil refiners, manufacturers and refiners, would tire of the costs of complying with a US patchwork quilt of different laws and different markets. It could become so expensive that they would pressure the federal government to form a uniform law regulating greenhouse gases.

"If in fact, the regional movement gathers steam, this is going to be a nightmare for corporate America. That means that if (a car company) for instance, cuts emissions at its plant in California, they can't use that (for emissions credits) in New York," said Richard Sandor, Chairman of the Chicago Climate Exchange, a voluntary carbon dioxide market, where companies like oil major BP trade carbon credits.

New York Governor George Pataki, a Republican, helped form the coalition of East Coast states that plans to regulate carbon dioxide, by writing to governors of eastern states last year. It's now known as the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI).

The group of nine Northeast and Mid-Atlantic states plans to form a carbon dioxide cap-and-trade market that will launch in 2008. Ahead of that, RGGI expects to begin limiting carbon dioxide emissions from power plants as soon as next spring, a RGGI source said. Power plants that cut emissions in 2005 would earn credits they could sell in 2008 to utilities that prefer buying credits rather than taking the expensive steps to cut emissions.

The same states that make up RGGI have already had success in broadening their regulation into a federal regulation on emissions, in particular nitrogen oxide emissions. "States taking action prior to federal legislation creates a quilt or patchwork that has historically led to calls for more uniform treatment," said a RGGI official.

California, the US state with the most cars, has already adopted the nation's first-ever rules to regulate car emissions linked to global warming and the West Coast Governor's Global Warming Initiative, a coalition of the California, Washington, and Oregon is moving toward creating cap-and-trade carbon markets.

But even with regulation plans forming, the United States will lag Europe. Next year all 25 European Union nations will start a mandatory carbon emissions trading system.

(Additional reporting by Michael Erman)

Story by Timothy Gardner

REUTERS NEWS SERVICE

____________________________________________________________________________________________
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The Japan Times

November 25, 2004, Thursday

HEADLINE: Now may be the time to finesse U.S. 'bully'

BODY:
Beneath the buzz of news last week, it was easy to overlook one important story - as much of the media did. On Thursday, the Russian Federation submitted to the United Nations its ratification of the Kyoto Protocol, beginning a 90-day countdown to the protocol's entry into force. As a result, on Feb. 16, 2005, the protocol will become legally binding on the 128 nations that have signed it.

Little doubt remains that something must be done about the sheer volume of carbon dioxide, methane and other greenhouse gases (GHG) humanity is spewing into the Earth's atmosphere. So far, however, the only comprehensive effort to deal with this problem has been the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and its Kyoto Protocol. 

First signed seven years ago, on Dec. 10, 1997, the protocol will encourage participating nations to cooperate in cutting GHG emissions. But even if the protocol works flawlessly, it will do little to reduce global GHG emissions unless several major obstacles are overcome. GHGs and water vapor trap the heat that radiates from Earth, causing surface temperatures and the atmosphere to warm. Without this warmth, the Earth would be uninhabitable, but elevated warming of the planet results in climate change that can affect weather patterns, marine systems, plant and animal habitats, and everything else we depend on for food production and economic well-being.

So, has warming begun? Yes, according to the overwhelming consensus of the scientific community.

How much will the planet warm and what will the effects be? No one can say for sure. Think about how unreliable weather reports can be; now imagine trying to predict weather and climate patterns for the entire globe for decades to come - you get the idea.

Alarmingly, scientists worldwide are documenting changes in the natural world due to warming. Glaciers and the polar ice caps are melting, coral reefs are dying due to warmer water temperatures, and plant and animal species are changing their natural dispersal, range and migratory patterns worldwide.

Here are some other facts on carbon-dioxide emissions worldwide:

In 2002, total global emissions of carbon dioxide totaled 24,532 million metric tons, according to the Energy Information Administration of the U.S. Department of Energy. The U.S. was the worst offender (5,749), followed by China (3,322), the Russian Federation (1,522) then Japan (1,179). India generated less (1,026), while the nations of Western Europe as a whole emitted 3,852 million metric tons.

Per capita emissions in 2002 were highest in Qatar, reaching 91.5 metric tons. Americans averaged 19.7 tons per person, Australians 18.2 tons, Japanese 9.1 tons, Chinese 2.3 tons and Indians 1.1 tons. The world average per capita was 3.8 tons, according to the UN Development Programme.

By any measure, GHG emissions, particularly of carbon dioxide, are soaring, and common sense calls for action. Unfortunately, the UNFCCC and its Kyoto Protocol are not a planet-saving international legal regime: The protocol offers too little too late. Nevertheless, a majority of the world's nations have signed the protocol, and it is all we have to begin building broad-based cooperation on climate change.

One problem is that the protocol lacks teeth. Many scientists believe that 50 to 60 percent cuts in carbon-dioxide emissions are needed to prevent our climate from destabilizing. The protocol calls for an overall cut of just 5.2 percent from 1990 emission levels, and this only applies to a limited number of industrialized nations. Japan, for example, is committed to reducing emissions by only 6 percent from 1990 levels.

Another obstacle is that the United States, which releases nearly a quarter of all carbon-dioxide emissions worldwide, has rejected the treaty. The Bush administration and the U.S. Congress refuse to ratify. They claim it will harm U.S. economic interests, and are demanding that more developing nations join the agreement.

Of course, no nation wants to encumber its own economy or sign imperfect international agreements, but this is exactly what most of the industrialized world has done (except Australia, which also refuses to ratify) in order to foster fundamental cooperation for global security. The U.S., however, refuses to cooperate until China and India are held to the same standard, despite their "developing" status.

The U.S. is home to only 5 percent of the world's people, but it releases nearly a quarter of global carbon-dioxide emissions.

China and India, the two largest carbon-dioxide emitters not required to make cuts under the protocol, are in a class apart. China's emissions are climbing (13.6 percent of global emissions), but its population is 4.5 times that of the U.S. and it still emits 40 percent less than the U.S annually. Even if China increases its emissions eightfold, it will still be emitting less per capita than the U.S. India can increase its per capita emissions by a factor of 18 and still not match U.S. levels.

Still the U.S. refuses to step forward first, demanding that China does so too.

In the long term, nothing could have more dire consequences for the atmosphere than allowing China and India to remain outside the Kyoto process. Nor is there any better way to guarantee their participation than by making sure that every industrialized nation is already fully cooperating with the protocol.

For now, however, American oil and coal interests are in denial and paying lobbyists to ensure that the government shares their fantasy.

As a result, the world community must bear the burden of U.S. inaction while striving to tackle an unpredictable natural phenomenon with predictably unwieldy man-made treaties.

However, as imperfect as international law is, it can get the job done, as we have seen with the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer. Few people know this law by name, and it, too, is flawed - yet it has succeeded in phasing out ozone-destroying chemicals.

Kyoto Protocol signatories account for over 60 percent of industrialized countries' carbon-dioxide emissions. Now, as the protocol comes into force, we may well see a burst of cooperation among nations, perhaps as soon as next month's conference of the parties.

And recognizing the low esteem in which the U.S. is held worldwide these days, it wouldn't be surprising if more nations chose to participate - not despite the U.S. refusal, but because of it.

After all, who doesn't enjoy finessing a bully into cooperation?

Stephen Hesse is now Visiting Scholar, Boston University School of Law. He welcomes any readers' comments at stevehesse@hotmail.com or shesse@bu.edu
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Associated Press Online

These materials may not be republished without the express written consent of The Associated Press

November 24, 2004 Wednesday

HEADLINE: Group Passes on Addressing Global Warming

 

BODY:
Although faced with fresh evidence of global warming, the United States and other members the Arctic Council on Wednesday failed to make any recommendations to combat a problem most scientists say is causing sea ice to melt and temperatures to rise.

The council met to consider a new scientific report suggesting the Arctic is warming up much faster than the rest of the planet.

Some delegates on the council, a respected international panel that advises governments on Arctic issues, seemed to blame their group's inaction on America's rejection of the Kyoto Protocol, which requires industrial nations to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. The Bush administration prefers voluntary measures to save the environment. 

"We no sooner leave the science proper than we enter into politics," said Bryndis Kjartansdottir, speaking on behalf of the Icelandic ministry which chaired the one-day meeting.

The study, compiled by 300 scientists and released earlier this month, said the Arctic is particularly vulnerable to warming from industrial greenhouse gases. One reason is that when snow and ice melt, the exposed, bare ground absorbs more heat.

It projects that some animals could become extinct and people living in the region could be threatened by the thinning sea ice, melting glaciers and thawing permafrost.

Sea ice in the Arctic has already decreased about 8 percent in 30 years, resulting in the loss of 386,100 square miles of sea ice, according to the report.

Delegates said the findings will help inform governments about global warming, but declined to make any specific recommendations in a declaration adopted Wednesday.

Paula Dobriansky, the U.S. under secretary of global affairs, told the council's closing news conference that she was happy with that decision. She said America's participation in the council is just one part of the Bush administration's $5.2 billion spent for environmental projects such as renewable energies.

But anger from other delegates over the U.S. position on global warming seemed evident during the news conference, particularly the Bush Administration's rejection of the Kyoto Protocol in 2001.

The U.N.-sponsored accord, which was negotiated in 1997 in Kyoto, Japan, requires industrial nations to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases below 1990 levels.

When Finnish Foreign Minister Erkki Tuomioja said, "It is the best possible declaration that could be adopted today," other delegates exploded in laughter.

The council is comprised of eight nations - Canada, Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, Russia, Sweden and the United States - and six indigenous peoples of the Arctic, including the Saami Peoples of Norway and Finland and the Inuit Circumpolar Conference.
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UN or UNEP in the news

Global warming fight to get harder from 2012 -UN 
Stuff.co.nz, New Zealand, 25 November 2004 - REYKJAVIK: Fighting global warming will get tougher once the Kyoto protocol ends in 2012 and the world must try to get Washington involved in the long term, the head of the UN Environment Programme said yesterday.
Klaus Toepfer also welcomed Russia's ratification of the 128-nation plan, triggering a countdown to Kyoto's entry into force on February 16 next year even though the United States pulled out in 2001. 
He said countries should already start planning for what he said would be harder, deeper curbs on emissions of heat-trapping gases after Kyoto. The pact aims to cut emissions by developed nations by 5.2 per cent below 1990 levels by 2008-12. 
http://www.stuff.co.nz/stuff/0,2106,3108414a12,00.html 

Environment risks killing 2.5 mln people per Year in Asia, Pacific: ADB
MANILA, Nov. 24 (Xinhuanet) -- Over 2.5 million people were killed per year in the Asia and Pacific region due to environmental risks,such as exposure to urban and indoor air pollution, unsafe water, poor sanitation and hygiene, and climate change. 
The warning was issued at a special meeting which was jointly organized by the World Health Organization (WHO), United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), and the Asian Development Bank (ADB) here Wednesday. 
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-11/24/content_2257651.htm 

International forum on sports 

Daily Times, Pakistan, Staff Report- LAHORE: An international forum on the relationship between sports and environment will be held under the aegis of the Global Sports Alliance (GSA)’s Pakistan chapter, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the Irfan Group of Companies at Pearl Continental Hotel on November 25 and 26. 
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=story_24-11-2004_pg2_17 

Now may be the time to finesse U.S. 'bully'
The Japan Times, Japan, 25 November (By STEPHEN HESSE) - Beneath the buzz of news last week, it was easy to overlook one important story -- as much of the media did. On Thursday, the Russian Federation submitted to the United Nations its ratification of the Kyoto Protocol, beginning a 90-day countdown to the protocol's entry into force. As a result, on Feb. 16, 2005, the protocol will become legally binding on the 128 nations that have signed it.
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/cgi-bin/getarticle.pl5?fe20041125sh.htm 

Arctic nations meet on global warming
Australian Financial Review, Australia Nov 25 07:15 (AFP) - An Arctic Council meeting wrapped up in Reykjavik in Iceland on Wednesday with high-level politicians from the eight member countries pledging to reduce global warming but offering no specific recommendations on how to do so.
"We have been able to find common ground ... but we have not come here to recommend or dictate the actions of individual governments," Icelandic Environmental Minister Sigridur Anna Thordardottir told reporters after representatives for the member states signed a joint declaration.
…"The arctic nations had an opportunity to show real leadership in response to ACIA and support bigger cuts in CO2 emissions. They missed this opportunity," Samantha Smith, the head of the World Wildlife Fund (WWF) Arctic division, said in a statement.
http://afr.com/articles/2004/11/25/1101219641696.html 
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General Environment News

SA environment minister becomes president of IUCN
Dakar, Senegal (PANA) - South African minister of environment affairs and tourism, Valli Moosa has been elected president of IUCN - the World Conservation Union - one of the most prestigious and respected posts in the conservation movement. Moosa is set to lead and support the Union of over 1,000 governmental and non-governmental member organizations over the next four years, IUCN said Wednesday in a press release from Bangkok, Thailand. As IUCN continues to expand its membership, engages with new sectors including the business community, and addresses new conservation issues such as poverty reduction, Moosa's election portrays the confidence of IUCN members in his abilities to increase the relevance and impact of the world's largest conservation network, it noted. "Nature conservation is everybody's business. We will succeed if we continue to broaden our scope and involve more people," Moosa said following his election. "I would like each and every individual to be more conscious of nature conservation; we must imbue it in our practices and personalities," he added. The IUCN Members Business Assembly further elected IUCN's Treasurer, the six Chairs of its scientific commissions, and 24 Regional Councilors. Together with the President, these conservation leaders make up the Union's governing body. Their leaders are of particular importance in ensuring that these expert networks gather, synthesize and disseminate state-of-the- art knowledge and information for use in the Union's conservation work and beyond.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng063897&dte=24/11/2004
5,400 Oil Spills Threaten Niger Delta - Ugochukwu

Daily Champion (Lagos): ABOUT 5,400 oil spills which devastated environment and impaired health have been recorded in Niger Delta since 2000. Chairman, Niger Delta Development Commission (NDDC), Chief Onyema Ugochukwu disclosed this yesterday at the second National Conference on the Nigerian Environment under the aegis of the Senate Committee on Environment and Ecology in Yenagoa, the Bayelsa State capital. "This is to confirm the serious threat that oil and gas pollution poses to our environment. This is in addition to erosion and flooding, deforestation, poor agricultural practices, poor sewage and municipal solid waste management among others," he remarked. Chief Ugochukwu said the NDDC was created by the Obasanjo administration to play key roles in the restoration of the oil and gas rich region's environment that had been abused over the years. To enhance environmental sustainability in the region, the NDDC chairman stated that a new development master-plan for the region has been put in place to tackle endemic environmental problems of the region. He said: "The regional master-plan took a critical look at reasons why previous efforts at confronting the environmental problems in the Niger Delta failed.  He noted that the new masterplan embraced partnership with public sector, private sector and community-based organizations and donor agencies. He emphasized on the need for education on environment-related issues to combat the menace. http://allafrica.com/stories/200411240494.html
Kenya to Ban Light Paper Bags

The East African Standard (Nairobi): Kenya could ban the manufacture and use of light polythene bags, which choke the country's sewers, as soon as next year. The director-general of the National Environment Management Authority (Nema), Prof Ratemo Michieka, yesterday said a deal has been reached with the manufacturers, who agreed to stop producing the bags popularly known as "jwala". "We want to replace the light density polythene bags with those made from other products like sisal and hyacinth. The polythene bags are choking our environment," said Michieka.  Instead of the light polythene, said Michieka, the manufacturers would produce high-density bags, which can be used for a longer period. Responding to questions after opening a workshop in Nyeri, Michieka said the United Nations Environmental Programme was willing to assist the country set up a pilot project in phasing out light paper bags. http://allafrica.com/stories/200411240977.html
Kansanshi Mine Launches Environmental Management Plan, Buys Dust Monitors

The Times of Zambia (Ndola): KANSANSHI Mine Plc has embarked on an environment management plan (EMP) to provide an operating framework for managing environmental issues during construction, operation and closure phases of the mine. First Quantum Minerals, Kansanshi Mines' parent company's group environmental manager Andrew Spivey, said the implementation of EMP would fulfill environmental objectives and achieve performance targets. The mine has also bought monitoring equipment for dust and was currently developing analysis protocols to start monitoring dust this month. Monitoring devices for sulphur dioxide have also been ordered and are yet to be delivered. The financiers had to be sure that the mine met all the environmental issues before agreeing to release money for the Kansanshi project. He added that Kansanshi Mine would ensure that mining operations did not result in major loss of the natural habitat and ensure the project does not result in irreversible negative impacts. Procedures that are to be implemented in 2005 would include domestic waste disposal, hazardous material handling and storage. http://allafrica.com/stories/200411240784.html
Forestry : Certification Ensures Rational Management

Cameroon Tribune (Yaoundé):  One of the burning issues in sustainable forest management was at the centre of discussion yesterday in Yaoundé. Experts in the forestry sector met to reflect on how best to implement the concept of forest certification. This is one of the latest ideas developed particularly by Non Governmental Organizations in the forestry sector as an obligation to ensure sustainable management of the forest. For quite sometime, the subject has been at the centre of debate among actors: government, NGOs, industries in the forestry sector and international organizations. In a statement issued at the Ministerial Conference of the Africa Forest Law Enforcement and Governance, the European Union of Hard Wood (UCBD), underscored the necessity of weeding out fake actors in lumbering especially those who disrespect the concept of certification. Certification testifies that timber sold in the international market comes from a well managed forest. But it must be a true representation of the quality of forest management in the country of origin. Many organizations have laid down indicators that make for good forest management but those of the International Tropical Timber Organization (ITTO) and the African Timber Organization have been retained as the most appropriate. Cameroon has been selected to pilot the forest certification project in Africa South of the Sahara. http://allafrica.com/stories/200411240170.html
____________________________________________________________________________________________
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	Global Food Prices a Warning Beacon

	



By Tierramérica Editor's Desk*
Rising food prices may be the first economic indicator of the global environmental crisis, said experts gathered for a U.N.-sponsored seminar in the Mexican city of Monterrey. The final declaration of the meeting, the Monterrey Initiative, urges governments around the globe to promote sustainable farming practices.
MONTERREY, Mexico - Global demand for food will grow an estimated 60 percent by 2030 and, unless urgent action is taken, the crisis in the farming sector will push the world economy to the edge, warned experts from 60 countries gathered in the northern Mexican city of Monterrey. 

According to United Nations projections, there will be some 78 million people added to the global population each year. ''It is not a trivial issue. We are talking about adding an equivalent of 2.5 Canadas each year. How will we possibly feed them?'' asks Lester Brown, a U.S. activist and one of the standout voices in the global environmental debate. 

''The current world grain stocks are the lowest in 30 years. Continued expansion of food production faces two big threats: falling water tables and rising temperatures,'' said Brown, founder of the Earth Policy Institute and the Worldwatch Institute, two major environmental think-tanks in the United States. 

Within the next few years, said the expert, rising food prices may be the first global economic indicator to signal serious trouble in the relationship between the world's 6.3 billion people and the Earth's natural systems and resources on which we depend. 

The author of ''Plan B: Rescuing a Planet Under Stress and a Civilization in Trouble'', participated Nov. 15-16 in Monterrey in the eighth High-Level Seminar on Sustainable Consumption and Production, organized by the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP). 

In the final declaration, the ''Monterrey Initiative'', the group of experts call for implementing clean consumption and production strategies in the agricultural sector to promote the sustainable use of resources, like water, land and energy. 

According to a report by Garrete Clark and Charles Arden-Clarke, of UNEP's Division of Technology, Industry and Economics, 26 percent of the planet's land surface has been converted into farmland and pasture since the 1970s, causing contamination, loss of biodiversity, depletion of aquifers and the deterioration of quality of life for millions of small farmers. 

Small-scale farming employs at least a billion people in Latin America, the Caribbean, Southeast Asia and Africa. 

Farming, say the UNEP specialists, is the world's leading consumer of freshwater, and the groundwater tables are on the decline in the three leading grain-producing nations: India, China and the United States. 

''Water resources depletion is a more important issue than oil scarcity. We lived millions of years without oil, we can only live days without water,'' warns Brown. 

Meanwhile, increasing average temperatures, which according to scientific consensus rose 0.7 degrees centigrade in the last quarter century because of the greenhouse effect, also exerts negative pressure on crops and food security. 

The demand of China alone -- where food production fell 70 million tons in 2003 -- would drive up global food prices, he said. 

International prices for wheat flour this year increased 38 percent, maize 36 percent and rice 39 percent. 

''Some 840 million people worldwide suffer hunger, and their subsistence is critical for the sustainable management of natural resource,'' said UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer. 

The countries of the developing South ''have a comparative trade advantage in the agricultural sector that, if exploited in a sustainable way, could provide a clear route to development,'' he said. 

The Monterrey Initiative also urges government to take concrete steps towards clean production and sustainable consumption in the areas of water, energy and natural resources, technology and manufacturing. 

''We believe sustainable consumption and production are basic tools for achieving the Millennium Development Goals, particularly those related to eradicating extreme poverty and hunger to ensure environmental sustainability,'' said the document drafted by

	Is Latin America Really a Carbon Market Pioneer?

	



By María Amparo Lasso*
Latin America could help reduce carbon dioxide emissions by up to 55 million tons through the sale of carbon credits. But this strategy doesn't convince the critics, who ask if the region would foment clean and renewable energy sources or would merely sell cheap carbon credits to the highest bidder from the industrialized North. 
MEXICO CITY - Latin America is a big player in the world's carbon market: the region has already negotiated 210.6 million dollars of carbon emissions trading in the context of the Kyoto Protocol, which is to take effect in February 2005 and has rekindled the debate about how to fight global warming. 

The region's countries presented 46 projects under the treaty's Clean Development Mechanism (CDM), which could reduce emissions of around 55 million tons of carbon dioxide (CO2), the main greenhouse gas, produced from the combustion of fossil fuels. 

Latin America, second only to Asia, is at the forefront of efforts in the developing world to reduce greenhouse gases, which are responsible for global climate change. 

But critics ask if the Latin American strategy will foment cleaner, renewable energy sources in the region, or if it will merely be limited to selling cheap carbon credits to the highest bidder from the industrialized North. 

The CDM is one of three flexible mechanisms set up by the 1997 Kyoto Protocol that are designed to help industrialized countries meet their goals for curbing greenhouse gas emissions to 5.2 percent below 1990 levels by the year 2012. 

The mechanism, which began instrumentation even without the treaty in force, allows companies from industrialized nations to invest in CO2 emission abatement projects in developing countries. 

Through carbon credits, these companies can count the emissions reductions as their own in their countries of origin, or trade them on the emissions market. 

Such is the case of the French-German corporation Vallourec & Mannesmann (V&M), which plans construction in Brazil of a thermoelectric plant to be run on derivatives of plant carbon produced in reforestation processes. 

The plant will generate electricity for the V&M steel factory in Barreiro, in the southeastern state of Minas Gerais, and is slated to reduce emissions of CO2 equivalent by 1.15 million tons in 21 years. The company will claim that reduction as its own. 

The principal motivation of V&M ''was not environmental, but rather to limit the risks of interruption in the supply of electricity, which is terrible for the operation of the furnaces in steel production,'' said Eduardo Botelho, a V&M operations executive, in a conversation with Tierramérica. 

V&M caused serious ecological harm in Minas Gerais, recalls Maria Dalce Ricas, an activist with the Minas Environmental Defense Association. ''But about eight years ago it improved its environmental policies, and that is why we are giving a vote of confidence for the (Barreiro) project, which is unique because it uses waste as its raw material.'' 

In Latin America, Brazil has the greatest potential as an exporter of carbon credits, followed by Colombia, Panama, Costa Rica and Peru, according to a study by the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC). The document reports there were at least 46 CDM projects in the region in March. Several more entered the application process in the last few months. 

European corporations like V&M seem to be the most enthusiastic. From Spain alone, the companies Endesa, Unión Fenosa and Iberdrola announced investments worth 850 dollars in CDM projects in Latin America. 

But the carbon credits derived from renewable energy projects represent just 10 percent of all credits negotiated in the CDM framework, according to the non-governmental group CDM Watch, based in Bali, Indonesia. 

And this is the most recurrent criticism from environmentalists: so far, governments and corporations from the industrialized North have been using the CDM for projects that generate large quantities of cheap carbon credits, focusing on gases like methane and hydrofluorocarbons (particularly HFC-23), which allows them to quickly and comfortably meet the Kyoto Protocol reduction targets. 

These are the preferred gases on the carbon market, which traded 64 million metric tons of CO2 equivalent during the first half of 2004. The governments of Japan and the Netherlands, and the World Bank, are the leading buyers. 

The CDM, say activists, simply shifts the location where greenhouse gas reductions are recorded, without much environmental or social benefit for the countries involved, and they do not promote changes in energy use and production. 

In Colombia, social investment was a requirement for developing a wind-energy plant in Jeripachi, in the Guajira region. It is the country's first CDM project, of 15 being planned. 

The project, which would reduce emissions worth 3.2 million dollars in credits, is part of the World Bank's Community Development Carbon Fund, and includes efforts to modernize school and health infrastructure to benefit the Wayuú Indians living in the area. 

''When it comes to indigenous lands, the members of those communities must be able to participate as partners'' in CDM projects, Wilder Guerra, a Wayuú and director of the Observatory of the Caribbean, an academic research center. 

But there are those who see this type of investment as minor in the larger context, and argue that all CDMs should exclusively involve renewable energy sources. 

However, that is unlikely to happen, ''because we are in a transition phase in which we are also using cleaner fossil fuels,'' Carlos Loret de Mora, president of Peru's national environment commission, CONAM, told Tierramérica. Peru is another CDM leader, with 19 projects and investments totaling 935 million dollars. 

On Dec. 1, Peru will sign its first sale of carbon credits to the Netherlands, through the Poechos hydroelectric project in the northern city of Piura. It will replace thermoelectric plants that run on diesel and coal, and reduce CO2 equivalent gas emissions by 30,229 tons a year. The company is required to provide electricity to the surrounding community, as well as other social benefits. 

The Spanish energy giant Endesa, with operations in Argentina, Peru, Chile and Colombia, will place on the European carbon market credits coming from the planned hydroelectric dam in Callahuanca, outside Lima, which will reduce CO2 emissions by 460,000 tons. 

''Callahuanca will be completed despite the uncertainty that still exists with respect to the future price per ton of CO2, which implies a risk. But interest in obtaining experience with CDMs has prevailed,'' said Wilfredo Jara, environment and sustainable development manager for the Endesa affiliate in Chile. 

The price per ton of CO2 currently varies between 3.5 and 7.0 dollars -- still considered quite low. And the transaction costs reach 200,000 dollars per project, which does not leave much room for small-scale undertakings. 

''In Argentina, the costs and the complexities of presenting a CDM project have hindered participation by small and medium companies,'' Victoria Baláustegui, of the Argentine Health Ministry's clean production division, told Tierramérica. 

And there hasn't been much interest in Mexico, which, despite the size of its economy, has registered just four projects, all related to the hydroelectric sector. 

The implementation of the Kyoto Protocol in 2005 could catapult the Clean Development Mechanism to the forefront, but its lifespan could be very short. The commitments of the treaty last only until 2012 and, although new climate talks are slated for next year, what happens beyond the Kyoto Protocol is a great unknown. 
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BRASILIA, Brazil (Reuters) - About half of Brazil's original Amazon       
  rainforest has been occupied by man, deforested or used for industry like 
 logging and its destruction is worse than government data shows, a         
leading environmental group said on TuesdayThe study using satellite photos shows that land occupation and 
 deforestation covers some 47 percent of the world's largest jungle, an     
 area bigger than the continental United States, the Brazilian             
 non-government organization Imazon saidThe respected group has received funding from a series of sources 
including the Ford Foundation, the German and U.S. governments While Brazil's government says only 16 percent of Brazil's Amazon has     
 been deforested, the Imazon study indicates a much larger area is         
  threatened or being destroyed by man, researcher Carlos Souza said "This shows the real pressure on the forest," said Souza, who used  
 satellite images up to 2002 to produce the study  Deforestation of the Amazon hit its second-highest level ever last year   
 as ranchers, farmers and loggers cleared an area larger than the U.S.     
 state of New Jersey  President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva faces criticism from                   
 environmentalists that he is more interested in building roads and dams   
  to drive Brazil's farm export-led economy than slow Amazon destruction.    Lula's government says it is using satellite monitoring, reserves and     
 better law enforcement to slow destruction of an area that is home to ten 
 percent of the world's fresh water and 30 percent of plant and animal     
 species.  The center-left government is particularly concerned about an "arc of     
  deforestation" that marks an agricultural and settlement frontier         
 sweeping from east to west across the lower, southern half of the Amazon. 
Imazon said its survey shows reserves must be created deep within the     
 forest, as well as on the frontier of Brazil's portion of the Amazon --   
    about two thirds of the rainforest "Vast areas of forest that were previously considered empty (especially   
  in the north and west areas) show signs of growing human pressure,         
  especially from forest fires," the Imazon study saidBrazilian Environment Ministry officials were not immediately available   
 to comment on the surveySome 70 percent of Brazil's tropical savannah -- once the size of the    Amazon -- has been deforested to create the world's biggest grain growing 
   area, environmental groups sayThe Amazon will go the same way if agriculture, business and government   
use it as a resource to fuel economic growth, Silva said last week as she 
  opened an environmental police academy.
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Following election impasse, Annan urges all sides in Ukraine to exercise restraint 

24 November - United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today voiced his concern about developments in Ukraine, where a tense situation has emerged following the run-off Presidential election. 

"While the United Nations is not in a position to comment on the conduct of the election, the Secretary-General believes a credible electoral process is critical to overcoming the current impasse," his spokesman, Fred Eckhard, told reporters at the daily news briefing in New York. 

The spokesman said Mr. Annan called on all sides to exercise "maximum restraint and to adhere to democratic principles, vital for the consolidation of democracy in Ukraine and the unity of the nation." 

UN mission warns Rwanda on its threat to strike rebels in DR of Congo 

24 November - The United Nations today called on Rwanda to respect international law following its threat to strike against rebels based in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), warning that the UN mission's mandate in the DRC includes preventing the peace process from being derailed by spoilers from within or without. 

The UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) said Rwanda's announcement seriously threatened the transition process in its vast neighbour and in the region, voicing concern that this kind of action is aimed at undermining the credibility of the international community's effort to stabilize the DRC. 

"Rwanda must respect international law and the authority of the Security Council, which is still present in the region," it added, referring to the Council's mission to Central Africa, which had talks in Kigali, the Rwandan capital, with President Paul Kagame just last Sunday. 

Rwanda became involved in the DRC's civil war after Hutu extremist militias blamed for the Rwandan genocide of Tutsis and moderate Hutus in 1994 took refuge across the border. After ceasefire accords ended the fighting in the DRC, Rwanda withdrew its troops, but in July a UN expert group found that it supported dissident military leaders in eastern DRC and directly and indirectly violated the weapons embargo against militias. 

MONUC said it had just begun the deployment of an additional brigade to North Kivu, which will give additional security to the region. 

It added that Rwanda should fulfil its commitments by making use of the Joint Verification Mechanism, a body comprising experts from the Governments of both countries, the UN and the African Union to address alleged border security threats. 

The Security Council mission, now in Bujumbura, capital of neighbouring and equally strife-torn Burundi, was studying the situation between Rwanda and DRC. 

It also held talks with President Domitien Ndayizeye and other leaders and members of civil society. 

The mission's message to all parties was that they needed to hold elections as scheduled next year and implement key reforms to pave the way to peace in the small nation of some 6 million people torn asunder by conflicts between Hutus and Tutsis. 

UN envoy urges Sudan's Government to hold back after rebel attack in Darfur 

24 November - The top United Nations envoy for Sudan today called on the Government to exercise restraint, refraining from air raids and ordering the Janjaweed militia to avoid any action that would lead to further escalation after rebels attacked a town in the western Darfur region in clear violation of recently signed security accords. 

Secretary-General Kofi Annan's Special Representative for Sudan, Jan Pronk, co-chaired a session of the Joint Implementation Mechanism (JIM) dealing with Sudan that met at the request of the Sudanese Government to consider the recent developments in North Darfur, particularly the fighting in the Tawila area. 

The Mechanism includes the UN, the Government and several regional and donor countries. 

Mr. Pronk expressed concern at the recent fighting and noted that the rebel Sudanese Liberation Army's responsibility had been clearly established. 

Sudan's Foreign Minister denied reports of Government bombing in the Tawila area and said the Government was ready to investigate the matter. 

Tomorrow, Mr. Pronk is to head to Cairo for two days of talks with senior Egyptian and Arab League officials on the deteriorating situation in Darfur and on the peace talks in Naivasha, Kenya, that seek to end Sudan's other civil war in the south. 

The UN has termed the conflict in Darfur, a region the size of France, the world's worst humanitarian crisis. About 1.45 million people have been internally displaced and Janjaweed militias stand accused of killing and raping thousands of villagers after the rebels took up arms last year to demand a greater share of economic resources. Another 200,000 are living as refugees in neighbouring Chad. 

Syria willing to negotiate with Israel, UN envoy says 

24 November - Syria is willing to negotiate a peace deal with Israel without conditions, the United Nations envoy for the Middle East said today. 

The comments by Terje Roed-Larsen, the Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, came after a 90-minute meeting in Damascus with Syrian President Bashar al-Assad that the UN envoy described as "warm, creative and constructive." 

Mr. Roed-Larsen said the Syrian leader has an outstretched hand to Israel and is willing to go to the negotiating table with Israel based on the relevant Security Council resolutions and the principle of land for peace, without conditions. 

After his meeting with the President, Mr. Roed-Larsen attended a luncheon in his honour hosted by Foreign Minister Farouk Al-Shara', which was also attended by other senior Syrian officials. 

UN humanitarian staff begin returning to Côte d'Ivoire following recent violence 

24 November - United Nations humanitarian staff are returning to Côte d'Ivoire after being withdrawn earlier this month when a Government attack on rebels in the north in violation of a ceasefire accord led to a resurgence of violence and anti-French rioting and ethnic clashes in the West African country. 

The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) reported that a small number returned yesterday to Abidjan, the main city, and more were scheduled to return today. Most staff were relocated to Accra, Ghana, on 10 November due to the seriousness of the situation in Abidjan and other parts of the country. 

If conditions permit, rapid assessment missions will be conducted in various areas including Guiglo, where thousands of refugees and displaced persons are gathered in camps, and Bouaké in the rebel-held north where cases of forced disappearances, arrests and detention of people accused of supporting President Laurent Gbagbo have been reported. 

OCHA said the return of the staff would allow resumption of humanitarian operations in all parts of the country - although there are still serious concerns that the crisis could worsen. 

The latest turmoil began 4 November when Government forces bombed rebel positions in the UN-patrolled Zone of Confidence (ZOC) separating the combatants. Two days later Government forces bombed French peacekeepers there, killing nine, and French troops destroyed the Government's air force in retaliation, leading to widespread rioting, looting and harassment of foreigners. 

UN envoy ‘guardedly optimistic’ that elections in Iraq can take place on schedule 

24 November - The top United Nations envoy for Iraq is “guardedly optimistic” that credible elections will take place on time on 30 January but cautions that the current violence is having an adverse effect on the political and electoral processes in the war-torn country. 

Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative Ashraf Qazi said he hopes the country’s interim Government will take a number of outreach measures with a range of people with whom it has so far not engaged in order to improve security. 

“Hopefully that will contribute to an alleviation of the current tensions and bring about an improvement in the security environment which will be essential for the electoral process to be feasible and on schedule,” Mr. Qazi told UN Radio yesterday in Sharm el-Sheikh, where he attended an international conference on Iraq. 

“Considering all these efforts which hopefully will be taking place, we are guardedly optimistic that the elections will take place on time and will be credible in the eyes of the Iraqi people, which is an essential condition for it to be effective in advancing the transition process,” he added. 

Asked about criticism of the UN for refusing to send in more international staff to help the process along, Mr. Qazi said security had to be the major consideration in assessing the world organization’s ability to serve in Iraq, where a terrorist bomb last year killed top UN envoy Sergio Vieira de Mello and 21 others. 

“We have to have security as the uppermost guiding principle at all times because the Secretary General is responsible for the safety of people, the international staff and indeed the national staff, all who work for the United Nations all over the world,” he declared. 

“God forbid were any tragedy to be visited upon us, that could seriously set back the ability of the United Nations to implement any mandate with regard to Iraq. So it is absolutely essential to our ability to be of service to Iraq that we keep security considerations uppermost in mind.” 

Freed UN electoral workers in Afghanistan look forward to resuming their work 

24 November - Three United Nations election workers freed yesterday nearly a month after being abducted in Afghanistan today thanked the Afghan people for the support shown during their ordeal and said they were looking forward to getting back to work. 

“Since we were released we have learned of the many statements of support and expressions of solidarity by Afghan personalities and ordinary men and women, some of whom even offered to take our place as hostages,” Shqipe Hebibi, Annetta Flanigan and Angelito Nayan declared in a statement issued in Kabul, the Afghan capital. 

“We are humbled and very, very grateful for this,” the three – from Kosovo, Northern Ireland and the Philippines, respectively – added. 

“During our many months of work here in Afghanistan we have learned to love Afghanistan, its people, its culture and traditions. The awful experience we went through does not change our feelings for the Afghan people and the solidarity they have shown during the 27 days of our captivity just strengthens our commitment to support Afghanistan in its transition to peace and democracy,” they said. 

The trio also expressed gratitude to the many people and institutions that worked together to secure their release. 

“We are looking forward to joining our families and to returning to our work,” they concluded. 

UN to chair talks next month on Georgia-Abkhazia peace process 

24 November - The United Nations will chair a meeting of interested nations next month to discuss the Georgian-Abkhaz peace process, a UN spokesman said today. 

The UN Secretariat yesterday briefed the so-called Group of Friends of Secretary-General Kofi Annan on the recent contacts Mr. Annan's Special Representative, Heidi Tagliavini, had in Sokhumi and Tbilisi and discussed the next steps in support of the peace process, Fred Eckhard said. 

"The participants expressed their hope for an early resumption of the dialogue between the two sides in order to prevent instability and to build mutual confidence," he added. 

The two-day meeting of representatives of the Friends - comprising France, Germany, the Russian Federation, the United Kingdom and the United States - will be held from 13 to 14 December in Geneva. 

Despite progress, more action needed to bridge ethnic divide in Kosovo - UN 

24 November - Although there has been progress in reconstruction and reform in Kosovo since March's deadly violence, the worst in the five years since the United Nations took over administering the ethnically-divided province, key areas such as reconciliation and the return of minorities remain cause for concern, according to a new report released today. 

While measures and mechanisms have been established for moving forward towards reconciliation between the Albanian majority and minorities, in particular the Serbs, "more action is required to translate these into concrete and sustainable results," Secretary-General Kofi Annan writes in his latest report on the issue. 

"I call upon the leadership of the (Albanian majority) Provisional Institutions and of the Kosovo Serb community to work together in the interest of the people of Kosovo with the aim of creating the conditions for their normal life," he adds of the province that has been under UN administration since June 1999 after the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) drove Yugoslav troops out amid Albanian-Serb fighting. 

On the credit side Mr. Annan cites evidence that Kosovo is getting back on track towards fulfilling the necessary standards for deciding its final status after the onslaught by Albanian extremists to drive out Serb, Roma and Askhali communities led to 19 people being killed, nearly 1,000 injured and hundreds of homes and centuries-old Serbian cultural sites razed or burned in March. 

Progress in some areas has been "tangible and encouraging," with many damaged homes and schools rebuilt or under reconstruction and advances in reforming local government, of major importance in safeguarding the vital interests of minority communities, particularly Serbs, he says. 

He calls last month's elections for the Kosovo Assembly "an important further step…in the process of stabilization and normalization." 

But in the debit column Mr. Annan lists the failure to establish "a systematic, properly resourced programme for outreach, including mid- and long-term reconciliation and inter-ethnic dialogue," a significant drop in the rate of Serbs returning, Serb non-participation in the elections and the continuing precarious security of minority groups. 

"There continue to be substantial limitations on their freedom of movement. In some regions, Kosovo Serbs travel through areas in which there is a Kosovo Albanian majority only with escorts," he writes. 

"Because of the March events, more members of minority communities have been displaced in 2004 than have been able to return to their homes." 

Outlining a set of priorities in the months to come, Mr. Annan says the UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) will seek to advance the eight so-called standards that set specific goals in such areas as building democratic institutions, enforcing minority rights, creating a functioning economy and establishing an impartial legal system. 

UNMIK will also work in close coordination with KFOR, the multinational security force in the province, to improve security and freedom of movement, "key factors needed to consolidate the presence of minority communities and to accelerate the return of displaced persons." 

UN food agency adopts guidelines to slash world hunger in half by 2015 

24 November - The United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), has adopted a set of voluntary guidelines deemed vital to achieving the Millennium Development Goal (MDG) of slashing the number of the world’s hungry in half by 2015. 

The guidelines, adopted yesterday by the FAO Council, the Rome-based agency’s executive body, take into account a wide range of important human rights principles, including equality and non-discrimination, inclusion, accountability and the rule of law as well as the principle that all human rights are universal, indivisible and inter-related. 

“The guidelines are a human rights-based tool addressed to all states to help implement good practices in food security policies,” FAO Assistant Director-General of the Economic and Social Department Hartwig de Haen said of the battle to halve the number of hungry people worldwide, totalling more than 840 million according to latest agency figures. 

“They cover the full range of actions that need to be taken at the national level to construct an enabling environment for people to feed themselves in dignity and to establish appropriate safety nets for those who cannot. This landmark event signifies universal acceptance of what the right to food really means.” 

FAO said the guidelines must be implemented to have any hope of reaching the MDG on hunger, one of eight ambitious goals adopted by the UN Millennium Summit of 2000 for halving some of the world’s most significant ills such as poverty and lack of access to health care by 2015. 

“Now we face the challenge of putting these guidelines into everyday practice in a way that will bring an end to the injustice of hunger,” FAO Legal Counsel Giuliano Pucci said. “The guidelines provide us with a new instrument to better define the obligation of the state and to address the needs of the hungry and malnourished and we should use them to empower the poor and hungry to claim their rights.” 

The Council’s action on the guidelines comes two months after their endorsement by the FAO Committee on World Food Security following 20 months of often difficult but constructive negotiations. 

UN emergency feeding agency calls for more international support for West Africa 

24 November - As West Africa struggles with challenges posed by drought, locusts and civil unrest, United Nations relief officials called on the international community for more and consistent support for the region. 

"Support for post-war recovery, education, vocational training and agricultural production go a long way towards helping West Africans build up their own defences against hunger and poverty," said Jean Jacques Graisse, senior Deputy Executive Director of the World Food Programme (WFP), Tuesday in Senegal. 

While carrying out programmes to help Sahel communities cope with cyclical drought and locust invasions, WFP has maintained its focus on the unstable coastal nations, such as Côte d'Ivoire, Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone, particularly so since the outbreak early this month of violence in Côte d'Ivoire that caused thousands to flee to Liberia. 

"This influx of refugees puts immense pressure on our already strained resources in West Africa," Mr. Graisse said. "The road to stability in this volatile region is long and difficult. The international community's commitment to much-needed humanitarian support during the process is indispensable." 

WFP said it was storing food stocks near the border area where Ivorians are taking refuge. This week, the agency used UN helicopters to airlift 50 tons of emergency food. 

Compelled by increased demand for emergency food, WFP is now appealing for $20 million to avoid a rupture to its operation in Liberia, which it plans to continue until March. 

WFP said it also plans to launch a two-year, $155 million operation for 1.4 million displaced people in Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone. 

Mr. Graisse said in some countries locust infestation was also responsible for food insecurity, adding that as compared to other countries, Mauritania had suffered the most, with 100 per cent of its agricultural production zone infested. Locusts wiped out not only cereals, but also pulses and other vegetables. 

Niger and Mali also suffered severe damage from locust, but the impact was localized, according to WFP. 

Mr. Graisse said WFP would continue to assist more than 240,000 people in Senegal who had been displaced as a result of civil and ethnic strife in Casamance region. 

Latin America can feed three times its population, yet millions go hungry – UN 

24 November - With Latin America producing enough food to feed more than three times its total population, the continent must redouble its efforts to eliminate the inequalities leading to the vast strata of malnutrition and poverty that are sapping its economic development, United Nations officials have told a regional conference. 

“The loss of talent and human potential caused by hunger and malnutrition is probably the most serious long-term threat facing the economic and social development of our countries,” World Food Programme (WFP) Regional Director for Latin America and the Caribbean Philip Clarke told an Andean region ministerial meeting yesterday. 

Overall 20 per cent of children under 5 suffer from chronic malnutrition – 27 per cent in Bolivia, 26 per cent in Ecuador, 25 per cent in Peru and 14 per cent in Colombia – according to a report on hunger and inequality presented to the meeting in the Ecuadorian capital of Quito by WFP and the UN Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC). 

The problem is especially acute among indigenous and rural peoples in the Andean region, with nearly half of all indigenous-speaking minors suffering malnutrition. 

Yet Latin America as a whole is a continent rich in food. Its 24 countries totalling 530 million people produced enough food in 2002 to feed 1.8 billion people. Hunger is thus directly related to inequality and access to food. The problem is compounded in the Andean countries by geographical and cultural barriers such as the ineffectiveness of certain food policies. 

“How many scientists, how many engineers, how many Nobel prize laureates, businessmen, sportsmen and political thinkers have been lost because of this scourge?” Mr. Clarke asked in his inaugural address. 

“This is the generation that could put an end to hunger in America, to illiteracy, extreme suffering, deficiencies in health services, by assuring basic necessities to every person in our countries,” he stressed. “It can be achieved. It is possible economically and it is possible technically, but we must redouble our efforts to ensure that millions of poor and hungry climb on to the train of growing prosperity in our region.” 

Pacific island nations lagging behind in development progress, UN study shows 

24 November - After sub-Saharan Africa, the Pacific islands have made the least progress towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), meant to cut poverty and hunger in half and fight a host of other global ills, according to new statistics released by the United Nations today. 

The lack of progress in the Oceania region, which has about 8 million inhabitants, is shown in a new chart prepared by the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) for the latest report by UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan on the implementation of the Millennium Declaration adopted by world leaders in 2000. 

The chart points to a decline in measles immunization, an increase in the spread of HIV/AIDS and tuberculosis, further deforestation and low access to drinking water and sanitation in rural areas. 

The islands have also shown to be lagging behind in reducing hunger, death rates during pregnancy, youth unemployment, girls' enrolment in secondary schools and women's representation in parliaments. 

The release of statistics comes less than two months ahead of a UN conference on small islands States in Mauritius to review progress on an action plan to help those countries meet economic and social developmental goals. 

UNESCO chief denounces journalists’ murders in Philippines 

24 November - In yet another bid to defend the freedom of the press, the head of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) has denounced the murder of two hard-hitting journalists in the Philippines this month as undermining the very foundations of democracy. 

“In view of the essential role the media play in a democratic society, attacks on journalists must be treated as attacks on society and on rule of law,” Director-General Koïchiro Matsuura said yesterday of the killing of Gene Boyd Lumawag, a photographer with the MindaNews news service, and Herson Hinolan, manager and commentator of Bombo Radiyo radio station. 

According to the Committee to Protect Journalists, six other journalists have been killed in the line of duty in the Philippines so far this year and a total of 47 journalists have been murdered in the country since the establishment of democracy there in 1986. 

Mr. Lumawag was shot dead 12 November in Jolo, capital of the southern Sulu Province, where he had gone to work on a video documentary about transparency and local government practices. Mr Hinolan, known as a hard-hitting commentator, was shot the next day in Kalibo in the central Panay Island and died of his injuries two days later. 

Mr. Matsuura also voiced concern over the lack of safety in which journalists carry out their work in many parts of the world, mentioning two specific fatal incidents this month alone. 

Antoine Massé, a correspondent for the daily Le Courrier d'Abidjan in Côte d’Ivoire was fatally shot on 7 November while covering a violent demonstration in the western town of Duékoué in which several people died, and Nicaraguan journalist Maria José Bravo of La Prensa daily was shot in a fight between rival political factions as she was covering elections in the northeastern city of Juigalpa. 

These killings bear testimony to “the dedication of media professionals worldwide whose courage leads them to disregard danger in seeking to collect information and report first-hand about events in the places they cover,” Mr. Matsuura said. “Their work is of capital importance to all of us and it is essential that they be able to carry out their duty in reasonable conditions of safety.” 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

24 November 2004

Daily Press Briefing by the Office of the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

And Spokesman For The General Assembly President

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General and Djibril Diallo, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.

Spokesman for the Secretary-General
Good afternoon,

**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General
We’ll start with a statement attributable to the Spokesman regarding the situation in Ukraine:

“The Secretary-General is concerned about developments in Ukraine, where a tense situation has emerged following the run-off presidential election held on 21 November.

“While the United Nations is not in a position to comment on the conduct of the election, the Secretary-General believes a credible electoral process is critical to overcoming the current impasse.  He calls on all sides to exercise maximum restraint and to adhere to democratic principles, vital for the consolidation of democracy in Ukraine and the unity of the nation.”

**Statement on Georgia
On 23 November, the Secretariat met with representatives of the Group of Friends of the Secretary-General for Georgia at the United Nations in New York.

The Secretariat briefed on the recent contacts between the Special Representative there, Ms. Tagliavini in Sukhumi and Tbilisi.  The participants exchanged views and discussed the next steps in support of the Georgian-Abkhaz peace process and confirmed their intention to hold a meeting of senior representatives of the Friends, under UN chairmanship, on 13-14 December 2004 in Geneva.

The participants expressed their hope for an early resumption of the dialogue between the two sides in order, among other things, to prevent instability and to build mutual confidence.

**MONUC - Rwanda Strike on DRC
You may have seen reports of a threat by the Government of Rwanda to carry out a strike against rebels based in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.  A high-ranking senior Rwandan official directly informed Ambassador William Swing, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for the DRC last night.

Today, the UN Mission there, known as MONUC, said that Rwanda’s announcement seriously threatens the transition process in the DRC and in the region.  The Mission says it’s concerned that this kind of action is aimed at undermining the credibility of the International Community’s effort to pacify and stabilize the DRC, and isn’t acceptable.  Rwanda must respect international law and the authority of the Security Council, which is still present in the region, the Mission says.

The UN Mission has just begun the deployment of an additional MONUC brigade to North Kivu, which will give additional security to that region.  The Mission’s mandate includes preventing the DRC peace process from being derailed by spoilers from within and outside the DRC.  The Mission says Rwanda should fulfil its commitments by making use of newly established mechanisms -- the Joint Verification Mechanism and the Tripartite Commission -- to verify any alleged security threats.

**Security Council - Central African Republic
The Security Council mission to Central Africa is in Bujumbura today, where they have been meeting this afternoon with the President of Burundi, Domitien Ndayizeye.  The mission, led by French Ambassador Jean Marc de la Sablière, also met with the country’s Vice-President and President of the Transitional Senate, as well as with other leaders and with members of civil society.

The Council mission’s message to all parties is that the country needs to hold elections as scheduled next year, and to implement key reforms in time.  Among the reforms that are needed are a referendum on the Constitution and the electoral code, and the restructuring of the armed forces and the police.

The Council mission is also studying the situation between Rwanda and the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and may have a statement on that later today.

**Secretary-General’s Travel
The Secretary-General left Sharm El Sheikh this morning and touched down at N’djamena, Chad, where he met with Prime Minister Moussa Faki Mahamat.  And he is currently in the air en route to Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, where he will meet this evening with President Blaise Compaoré, after which he will attend a state banquet hosted by the President.  He is considering cutting short his programme by a day or so in order to return to New York late tomorrow to deal with pressing business here in New York.

**Sudan
The Joint Implementation Mechanism dealing with Sudan met today at the request of the Sudanese Government to consider the recent developments in North Darfur, particularly the fighting in the Tawilla area.  The Mechanism includes the United Nations, the Government of Sudan, and several regional and donor countries.

The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Sudan, Jan Pronk, who co-chairs the mechanism, expressed concern at the recent fighting and noted that the Sudanese Liberation Army’s responsibility for the latest violence had been clearly established.  Pronk also urged the Sudanese Government to exercise restraint and to order the militia and the Janjaweed to avoid any action that would lead to further escalation.  He also called on the Government to avoid aerial bombing.  Sudan’s Foreign Minister denied reports of Sudanese Government bombing in the Tawilla area and said the Government was ready to investigate the matter.

Tomorrow, Pronk is to head to Cairo for two days to meet Egypt’s Foreign Minister and the Secretary-General of the Arab League, among others.  He will discuss the deteriorating situation in Darfur and the Naivasha peace talks.

**Syria
The Secretary-General’s Middle East envoy, Terje Roed-Larsen, met today with President Bashar Al-Assad in Damascus for about an hour and a half.  Roed-Larsen described their talks as “warm, creative and constructive”.  He said that the Syrian President had an out-stretched hand to Israel and that he is willing to go to the negotiating table based on the relevant Security Council resolutions and the principle of land for peace, without conditions.

After his meeting with the President, Roed-Larsen attended a luncheon in his honour hosted by Foreign Minister Farouk Al-Shara, which was also attended by other senior Syrian officials.

**Security Council
The Security Council this morning is holding consultations on Haiti.  Juan Gabriel Valdes, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Haiti, is briefing the Council on the Secretary-General’s latest report on that country.  In that report, he asked for an 18-month extension of the UN peacekeeping mission in Haiti and called on countries contributing troops and personnel to the mission to do so by the deployment schedules that have been agreed to.  Once Valdes finishes in the Council, he intends to speak to you at the stakeout position.

Also today, Council members will meet with the countries that contribute troops to the peacekeeping missions in Haiti and in Burundi.

**OCHA - Côte d’Ivoire Update
The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs reports that a small number of UN humanitarian staff returned to Abidjan yesterday.  Today, more UN humanitarian staff or those working on emergency-related programmes are scheduled to return.  If conditions permit, rapid assessment missions will go to various areas, including Guiglo and Bouake.

The UN relocated most of its staff to Accra, Ghana, on 10 November, due to the seriousness of the situation in Abidjan and other parts of the country.  OCHA says the return of the staff will allow the resumption of humanitarian operations in all parts of the country –- although there are still serious concerns that the crisis could worsen.

**Afghanistan
The three UN staff members released yesterday in Kabul, Afghanistan, after being held by kidnappers for 27 days today met with Afghan President Hamid Karzai, whom they thanked for the Afghan authorities’ efforts to secure their release.  Karzai also presented the three –- Annetta Flanigan, Shqipe Hebibi and Angelito Nayan -– with carpets and said he was grateful that they had been returned safe and sound.

The three later read out a statement, saying that, since they were released, they have learned of the many statements of support and expressions of solidarity by Afghan personalities and ordinary men and women, some of whom even offered to take their place as hostages.  “We are humbled and very, very grateful for this”, they said.

They added that the solidarity the Afghan people had shown during their 27-day captivity “just strengthens our commitment to support Afghanistan in its transition to peace and democracy”.  And we have copies of that statement available upstairs.

**Kosovo – SG Report
The Secretary-General’s report on the UN Mission in Kosovo is now out on the racks.  It notes that six months after the violence, Kosovo is getting back on track towards fulfilling the standards that the international community set out for it.  But, although there has been progress in the area of reconstruction and reform, certain key areas -- such as return and reconciliation efforts, security conditions, and freedom of movement for minorities -- remain sources of concern.

The report states that the critical challenge for Kosovo’s political leadership remains to ensure that progress in meeting standards translates into benefits for all of Kosovo’s population.

**FAO – Right to Food Guidelines
The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) has adopted a set of voluntary guidelines related to the right to food, after nearly two years of tough negotiations.  The guidelines are meant to provide practical guidance to help countries implement their obligations concerning national food security.  We have a press release on that upstairs.

**Elimination of Violence against Women
Tomorrow is not just Thanksgiving.  It’s also the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women.  And to mark that day, the Secretary-General has issued a message, envisioning a world in which women everywhere enjoy as many rights and freedoms as men.  And we have the full text of that message available upstairs.

**World Economic Survey Tease
For those of you who may not be here on Friday, and I hope that will be very few, here is a heads-up that the UN’s flagship publication on economic and social issues -– the UN World Economic and Social Survey 2004 –- will be launched next Monday.

The report charts trends in migration flows and policies ranging from the use of immigration in countries with ageing populations to the threat of a “brain drain” on poor countries.  The launch will be in this room at 11 a.m.

Those presenting the report will include José Antonio Ocampo, the Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs, and Joseph Chamie, Director of the UN Population Division.

**UN TV
And finally, the UN TV programme “World Chronicle”, focusing on funding the Millennium Development Goals, will feature Professor Anthony Atkinson of OxfordUniversity, as guest.  And you can see that today on in-house television channels 3 or 31 at 4 o’clock this afternoon.

That’s all I have for you.  Yes?

Questions and Answers
Question:  Fred, did the UN send any observers to the Ukraine elections?

Spokesman:  I don’t know what the situation is on that.  I’ll have to check for you and let you know after the briefing.  [He later confirmed that there were no UN electoral observers in Ukraine.]

Question:  Fred, a follow up.  Does the UN share the view that there should be another run-off in the Ukraine?  Or there should be just recounting of the votes?

Spokesman:  In my statement, I said we were not in a position to judge the fairness of those elections.  So, I don’t think we would be in a position either to recommend that other elections take place.  So, I think we’re neutral on that question.  Mark?

Question:  Is the UN confident that no money changed hands to secure the release of the hostages in Afghanistan?

Spokesman:  That is our understanding.  It is our stated policy that we do not pay ransom and we don’t negotiate ransom for the release of any of our personnel.  And it is our understanding in this case that no money was paid by anyone.

Question:  As a follow-up to that, in terms of the reforms of the security system, are we going to see an appointment of a new chief of security soon?

Spokesman:  I can’t predict when that might happen.  The search has been intense.  But, as your question suggests, it has also been prolonged.  And I am not aware that we have been successful in identifying a suitable candidate.

Question:  And last on that one.  What are the criteria that applied to the identification of that candidate?  Is it purely professional competence or is it also political considerations?

Spokesman:  I don’t know that political considerations are significant in this case.  What is different this time is that we want a person with professional security credentials.  In the past, it was a part-time job.  Eventually it was elevated to a full-time job, mainly as a manager and an administrator taking advice from the professional security personnel working under that person.  But we feel that, at this stage of our development, we need a high-level, highly-qualified security professional in this position.  And that’s the kind of person we’re looking for.

Djibril, do you want to come up and talk about the General Assembly?

Spokesman for General Assembly President
Many of you have called my office regarding the draft resolution on the situation of human rights in the Sudan.  Yesterday, by a recorded vote of 92 in favour to 62 against with 12 abstentions, the Third Committee (Social, Humanitarian and Cultural) approved a motion that action on the draft resolution on the situation of human rights in the Sudan be postponed until today, following action on the draft regarding human rights in Zimbabwe.  This motion was also in accordance with the rule that action should be taken on draft resolutions in the order in which they were formally submitted.  After the vote on the motion to postpone, two delegates were invited to speak in favour of the motion and two against.

As you have been following on the monitor, discussions are going on in the Third Committee today in context of the fifty-third and fifty-fourth meetings.  The agenda of today’s meeting includes implementation of the outcome of the Beijing Conference, the elimination of racism and racial discrimination, and human rights questions.

On the Beijing Conference, the fifty-eighth session of the Assembly requested the Secretary-General to report annually to the General Assembly, to ECOSOC and to the Commission on the Status of Women on the follow-up to, and progress made, in the implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action.

The item on elimination of racism and racial discrimination was first introduced on the agenda of the General Assembly way back in 1965, when the General Assembly adopted the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination.  The Convention came into force on 4 January 1969.  At its fifty-eighth session, the General Assembly called upon Member States to put together a plan for comprehensive implementation of, and follow-up to, the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action, in consultation with national human rights institutions, and to provide the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights with such action plans.  

Another item on the agenda being considered today, this has to do with the Second Committee (Economic and Financial), includes special economic assistance to individual countries or regions, which is a sub-item of the agenda item called “strengthening of coordination of humanitarian and disaster relief assistance of the United Nations, including economic assistance of the UN”.  This is agenda item 39.

Another agenda item being considered is eradication of poverty and other development issues.  This is again within the framework of the implementation of the first United Nations Decade for the Eradication of Poverty, 1997-2006.  The Decade, by way of background, was proclaimed by the Assembly in 1995 and last year’s Assembly, the fifty-eighth, requested the Secretary-General to submit, to the Assembly at its current session, a report on the resolution of the fifty-eighth session.  This is also the Committee that is considering the observance of 2005 as the International Year of Microcredit.  An item on women and development focuses on the requests made to the Secretary-General by the fifty-eighth session to update the world survey on the role of women in development, with special reference to selective development issues that had an impact on the role of women in the economy and at the national, regional and international levels.

Yesterday, the General Assembly concluded its discussions on the preparations for the 2005 high-level review of the Millennium Summit.  It also adopted a resolution, without a vote as orally amended, on enhancing capacity-building in global public health.  That’s all I have for you.

Any questions?  Thank you.

* *** *
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Reuters - Global Warming Fight to Get Harder From 2012 – UN


Deutsche Presse-Agentur - South African becomes new president of World Conservation Union


Gamebids - Madrid 2012 Environmental Update


Mail @ Guardian - Moosa elected head of conservation network 


Africa South Africa News - Moosa heads top conservation body


Source: SciDev.Net - UN agencies urge fair sharing of indigenous knowledge


Russian News Agency - Russia, Un To Develop Ecological Cooperation


M2 Presswire: Joint WHO-UNEP-ADB meeting explores solutions to environment; Risks killing 2.5 million per year in Asia and the Pacific


Xinhua - Environment risks killing 2.5 mln people per Year in Asia, Pacific: ADB


IPS - Is Latin America Really a Carbon Market Pioneer?


Süddeutsche Zeitung - Globale Umweltsituation hat sich verschlechtert / Plädoyer für nationale Alleingänge; SZ-Interview mit Klaus Töpfer, Direktor des UN-Umweltprogramms
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