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Mountain cultures in grave danger says UN: Agriculture, climate and warfare pose dire threat to

      highland regions around the world 

       Mountain people around the world, including parts of Europe, are in great danger of losing their cultures and  being caught by conflict and environmental degradation, according to a UN report. 

      As global warming and deforestation accelerated, and technology made wild places accessible,      environmental and social pressures on the remotest regions were mounting, said the authors from the World Conservation monitoring centre in Cambridge. 

      They found that many mountainous regions - officially inhabited by one in five of the population, according  to the UN, were barely recognisable when compared with 60 years ago, mostly because forests had been  felled to make way for cattle grazing and agriculture. 

      Almost half of Africa's upland areas had been put under the plough or the hoof, and been made susceptible      to fire and human conflict. This land use change, said the report, had increased rapidly with globalisation. It  was adversely affecting soils, regional climates, and water supplies for lowland areas. If trends continued,      said the report, the fabled snows of Kili manjaro in east Africa would have all melted within 30 years. 

      Greenland's icy mountains were expected to be the region hardest hit by global warming. The authors      expected 98% of its mountain areas to experience severe climate change by 2055. 

      "These losses are not just regrettable but actually threaten the health and well-being of us all. Mountains      are the water towers of the world, from where the world's rivers spring. We must act to conserve them for      the benefit of mountain people, for the benefit of humankind," said Klaus Toepfer, head of the UN's      environment programme, yesterday. 

      The report also found that more than 40% of the world's mountain regions had experienced violent conflict      since 1945, compared to 26% of lowland areas. In Africa 67% of the mountainous land had suffered "high      intensity conflict". 

      "Mountains give strategic advantage to insurgents by providing places of refuge. The terrain hinders road      building, thereby restricting law enforcement. A lack of infrastructure can make civil war more likely or      prolonged," said Adrian Newton, lead author of the report. 

      Mr Newton questioned the land use policies of many countries, which encouraged intensification  of      agriculture in mountain regions. "These lands are less suitable for growing crops than more lowland areas.      This, allied to envi ronmental degradation, may play a role in increasing the risk of armed conflict," he said. 

      Biological losses were expected by the report to be heavy. The mountains of Europe, parts of California nd the north-west Andes, were among the most threatened, bio-diversity rich, mountain areas in the world, it     said, and should be made conservation priorities. 

      Mankind could be expected to deliberately destroy great areas over the next 30 years. A quarter of all     mountain areas could be "highly impacted" by infrastructure development such as roads, mining, and power  and pipelines by 2035. 

      The UN is anxious to raise attention to the problems facing mountain areas because they are inhabited by      some of the most vulnerable people, who can lose their livelihoods with even the smallest shifts in climate or insensitive developments. 

      Meanwhile, many mountain regions are losing people. Thousands of villages in Europe are deserted most of  the year; in other areas like Nepal, people are drifting to the cities in search of work. 

      "These losses affect us all, said Mr Toepfer. "Mountains have been a source of wonder and inspiration for

      human societies and cultures since time immemorial. But some of these last wild areas are fast disappearing in the face of agriculture, infrastructure development, and other creeping impacts". 

      The report will be presented to heads of state at the world's first mountain summit at Bishkek in Kyrgyzstan next week. 

      At risk: A way of life 

      * South America's mountain areas are vulnerable to major earthquakes - with approximately 88% of the land deemed at risk. 

      * As glaciers retreat many new lakes are formed which could burst their banks and endanger millions of

      people. 

      * One in four remote mountainous regions may soon be affected by new roads, mining and power and

      pipeline schemes. 

      * More than one in four of the world's 6,000 endangered languages are from mountainous regions.

· War is almost twice as common in mountain rather than lowland regions. 

________________________________________________________________________________

The Mirror 

October 24, 2002, Thursday 

 FARMS TAKE OVER SUMMIT 

      THE world's great mountain ranges are being taken over by farmers for crops and grazing, a UN report has      revealed. Almost half of Africa's mountain regions are now under the plough or hoof. 

      South America is also rapidly losing its great peaks and in North and Central America 16 per cent of mountain land is farmed. 

      Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the UN Environment Programme, said: "Mountains are the water towers  of the world, from where mighty rivers spring. 

      "We must act to conserve them for the benefit of the mountain people and mankind."

________________________________________________________________________________

The Scotsman 

October 24, 2002, Thursday 

MOUNTAINS THREATENED BY FARMING PRESSURE 

      MOUNTAIN regions, once the preserve of nature, are yielding to humans and the agricultural industry,

      according to a report. 

      Klaus Toepfer, the executive director of the United Nations environment programme (UNEP), has underlined  the problem that mountain regions are increasingly being used for farming and converted to grazing for livestock. Almost half of Africa's mountain regions are now estimated to be under the plough or the hoof,  followed closely by those in South America. 

      An estimated 10 per cent of mountain areas in Africa has been converted to crop land, and 34 per cent      turned over to grazing, according to the United Nations. 

      The areas under the least pressure are Greenland, and North and Central America. 

      The report, Mountain Watch, will be given to delegates at the Global Mountain Summit to be held in      Kyrgyzstan next week. 

      Dr Mark Collins, the director of UNEP World Conservation Monitoring Centre, said the report graphically      illustrated seven pressures or causes of environmental change: natural hazards, fire, climate change,      infrastructure growth, violent conflict, changes in land cover, and agricultural intensification. 

      Mr Toepfer said: "This new report highlights how, like so many parts of the world, some of these last wild      areas are fast disappearing. These impacts, these losses, are not just regrettable, but threaten the health and well-being of all. 

      "Mountains are the water towers of the world, from where the world's mighty rivers spring. We must act to      conserve them for the benefit of mountain people, for the benefit of humankind." ________________________________________________________________________________________

The Press Association

MOUNTAINOUS PROBLEM 

      The health and well-being of the planet is increasingly under threat as more of the world's mountains are      ploughed up for farming and crop rearing, a leading environmentalist has warned. 

      Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the United Nations Environment Programme, underlined the problem s a new survey showed that mountain regions, once considered indomitable, are gradually being tamed as      more land is converted to farming and grazing. 

      Almost half of Africa's mountain regions are estimated to now be under the plough or the hoof, followed by South America. 

____________________________________________________________________________________
ENS

World's Tallest Peaks Face Climate, Human Threats 

  By Jim Lobe 

                      LONDON, England, October 24, 2002 (ENS) - The world's mountains and                      communities who have lived on them for centuries are increasingly under siege by a variety of environmental, demographic, and economic threats, according to a report released Wednesday by the United Nations                     Environment Programme (UNEP) and the World Conservation Monitoring Centre. 

                      Experts fear that rapid ice melt in  the Himalayas and other mountain areas may cause major flooding downstream. (Photo courtesy DEP Kumar/UNEP/Topham)

                      Global warming, which is  melting mountain glaciers and  snowfields all over the world                      at an astonishing rate, is perhaps the leading threat,  but the encroachment of agriculture, roads, and mining                      activities at ever-higher elevations is also a growing worry, according to the report, entitled "Mountain Watch," and based in part on satellite data showing the pace and intensity of change on what amounts to 24 percent of the world's land surface.

                      "Our reverence for these unique wilderness areas has been partly based on their remoteness, their inaccessibility," according to Klaus Toefper, UNEP's  executive director. "But this new report highlights how, like so many parts of the world, some of these last wild areas are fast disappearing in the face of agriculture, infrastructure development, and other creeping impacts." 

                      "Behind all these is the specter of climate change, which is already taking its  toll on the glaciers and changing plant and animal communities in high-altitude areas," he said. 

                      Under pressure from climate change, the entire ice cap of Mount Kilimanjaro,  Africa's highest peak, is expected to disappear in less than 20 years with potentially catastrophic consequences for the irrigation-dependent farming communities which have lived on its slopes for centuries. 

                                                An estimated two-thirds of the world's renewable  fresh water comes from mountain watersheds.   (Photo courtesy T Natiano/UNEP/Topham)

                                                Similarly, glaciers in the Cordillera Blanca of Peru and elsewhere in the                                                Andes have shrunk some 75 percent  over the past 25 years and are also  moving toward extinction, while rapid ice melt in the Himalayas is likely to cause major flooding downstream. 

                                                "These impacts are not just regrettable,  but threaten the health and well-being                                                of us all," noted Toepfer, who spoke at   a press conference in London.  "Mountains are the water towers of the                                                world, from where the world's mighty  rivers spring. We must act to conserve  them for the benefit of mountain people  [and] humankind," he added. 

                      Aside from climate change, the biggest threats to mountain ecologies and communities include agricultural encroachment and infrastructure development, according to Mark Collins, director of the World Conservation Monitoring Centre (WCMC). 

                      Driving those changes are several causes, including population and economic pressures that are driving poor people into higher and more remote areas for  farming or grazing domestic livestock. Those movements mean that more  mountain forests are being cleared, threatening the survival of unique               ecosystems and, in many cases, accelerating erosion and soil loss. 

                      In addition, the exhaustion of mines in developed countries, the world's seemingly inexhaustible appetite for oil and gas, and the easing of restrictions  on foreign investment in many poor countries have resulted in the  construction of new mines, pipelines, roads and other infrastructure in places  that were relatively untouched until very recently. 

                      The Mountain Watch report found  that the risk of serious violent conflict is higher in mountain                      regions. (Photo courtesy Rosemary A Holt/UNEP/Topham)

                      Those activities have  translated into sustained  contact between many indigenous highland                      communities that were relatively isolated but whose livelihoods and cultures are increasingly threatened by the                      influx of people from low lying areas. 

                      "The demand for mountain  riches - timber, minerals, water, tourism facilities - is more often driven by  urban, lowland populations and industry than by highland communities," according to Olivia Bennett of the London based Panos Institute, which  publishes oral testimonies by mountain communities from across the world. 

                      "Mountain people are the custodians of diverse - sometimes unique -  environments, essential to the survival of the global ecosystem. Further    erosion of their ability to care for those assets will be the world's loss, not just  theirs," she said. 

                      Apart from Greenland, the region whose mountains appear to be the most pristine is North and Central America where only an estimated 14 percent has been converted to agriculture or livestock, according to the report. 

                                                 The forest ecosystems of the Magdalena Valley  in Colombia are amongst the most threatened - and biodiverse - mountain areas in the world,  but they are threatened by logging. (Photo                                                courtesy JP Ortiz/UNEP/Topham)

                                                 But almost half of Africa's mountain regions are estimated to have been                                              put under the plow or the hoof, while South American mountains are close  behind. 

                                                 Parts of the Caucasus, California, and the northwestern Andes, especially                                                 the forest ecosystems of central  Colombia, are among the most threatened mountain areas that are also                      especially rich in biodiversity, according to the report which calls for them to be made priorities in new conservation strategies. 

                      The report is being released in advance of next week's Global Mountain Summit in Bishkek, the capital of the Central Asian nation of Kyrgyzstan,  where as many as 700 participants, including several heads of state, will cap  the UN's International Year of the Mountains. 

                      ____________________________________________________________________________________

IPS

ENVIRONMENT:

Mountains Imposing but not Immutable 

Sanjay Suri 

LONDON, Oct 23 (IPS) - Yes, mountains too are vulnerable. And the first global assessment of mountain ecosystems provides a glimpse of just how. 

”Climate change, agricultural encroachment and infrastructure development were found to be the three biggest dangers to mountains,” Mark Collins, director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the World Conservation Monitoring Centre (WCMC) told media representatives at the release of a report in London Wednesday. Some of the other causes were found to be natural hazards, fire and human conflict. 

The report Mountain Watch by UNEP-WCMC has been prepared in time for the Global Mountain Summit to take place in Bishkek in Kyrgyzstan in Central Asia from October 29 to November 1. This is officially the Year of the Mountains. 

The report is expected to lead to what is being called the Bishkek Mountain Platform that will aid to provide a global framework of action on mountains in this century. 

The meeting at Bishkek is expected to strengthen a Network of Mountain Developing States (MODS) launched at the world summit on sustainable development in Johannesburg, and a new international partnership for sustainable development of mountain regions.. An estimated 6,000 to 7,000 participants are expected at the summit. Several heads of state are likely to join the summit meeting. 

The Mountain Watch report shows mountains being tamed around the world by farming and grazing. Almost half of Africa's mountain regions are now ”under the hoof or plough” followed by South America, the report says. In Africa an estimated 10 per cent of mountain areas have been converted to cropland and 34 per cent turned over to grazing, the survey shows. This leads to soil erosion and flooding, the report says. 

Mountains stand as they were meant to in Greenland, and in North and Central America where only an estimated 14 per cent has been  converted for agricultural use, of which 9 per cent is for cattle, sheep and other domestic livestock, and five per cent is for crops. But many of  these areas rich in biodiversity are now threatened, the report says. 

”A quarter of the land area of earth is covered by mountains, a fifth of the world's population lives in mountains,” Collins said at the launch of the report. But mountains regions are a disproportionately high area of conflicts, Collins said. Mountain communities are often marginalised and the languages of the people are dying, he said. ”In the rockies of North America many American Indian languages have been lost.” 

It is not all bad news, Collins said. ”The Austrian Alps are benefiting, they have more species than they used to,” he said. In Switzerland, the forest cover has been ”increased 60 per cent to protect the people from avalanches and flooding.” In many mountain areas terrace farming is helping stabilise soils, the report says. 

But it is mismanagement of the mountains that was behind the severe flooding in Europe this year, said Andrei Iatsenia, UNEP's mountain programme coordinator. What happens in the mountains matters not just to people living in them but to the hundreds of millions living downstream, he said. Most immediately that raises the question of water sharing ”which will be the biggest source of conflict in this century,” he said. 

”Mountains are the water towers of the world,” UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer said in a statement at the launch of the report. ”We must act to conserve them for the benefit of mountain people and for the benefit of humankind.” 

The ”global snapshot” as Collins called it is the first map-based assessment of environmental change in mountain areas and the implications

for sustainable development. 

The snapshot presents a picture of factors like air pressure and oxygen availability, people and population profiles, plant and biological diversity, cultural diversity, water and forest resources and cloud forests. ”But this is only a preliminary report,” Collins said. A detailed mountain atlas is being prepared for launch next year. 

The early snapshot has been a revealing one. Among other things it shows: 

- South America's mountain areas are particularly vulnerable to destructive earthquakes, with about 88 per cent mountain area deemed at risk.

- Almost a quarter of mountain areas globally could be ”highly impacted” by infrastructure development including roads, mining and power and pipelines by 2035. 

- The mountains of Greenland are expected to be hardest hit by global warming, and 98 per cent of its mountains would suffer severe climate change by 2055. 

- Africa's mountain regions are being hardest hit by multiple pressures including conversion of forests and other mountain terrain to grazing land, fire and violent human conflict. 

- The risk of serious violent conflict is higher in mountain regions. The highest level of mountain land that has witnessed war is in Africa, where 67 per cent of such land has been affected by high intensity conflict. 

- Norway holds the last population of wild mountain reindeer in Europe, but they are now losing their ranges more rapidly than at any time in history. 

- The entire ice cap of Kilimanjaro may completely disappear in less than 20 years if the rate of current loss due to global warming continues.  Glaciers in the Cordillera Blanca in Peru have been shrinking since at least the seventies, amounting to a 75 per cent decrease of area over 25 years. 

- Rapid ice melting is leading to formation of glacial lakes in the Himalayas that could burst and cause catastrophic flooding downstream. 

The report pioneers what it calls ”mountain science'. It explores the complex relationships between upper and lower watersheds, mountain forests and grasslands, and between mountain people and lowland urban dwellers. The report will be used to suggest solutions of upstream-downstream environmental service agreements and contracts for mountain ecosystems. (END/2002) http://www.ipsnews.net/interna.asp?idnews=13076

______________________________________________________________________________________

SAPA (South African Press Association) via NewsEdge Corporation 

10/24/2002 

WAR, FIRE, FARMING THREATEN AFRICA'S MOUNTAINS 

War, fire, logging and agriculture are taking a heavy toll on Africa's mountain regions, says the Nairobi-based United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). In a statement on Wednesday highlighting key aspects of a report on the state of the world's mountains, it says over two-thirds of the continent's mountain regions have been affected by "high intensity conflict". The "Mountain Watch" report is set to be presented to heads of state, ministers and other delegates at the Global Mountain Summit -- which runs from October 29 to November 1 -- in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan.  Described as "the first map-based assessment of environmental change in mountain areas", the report was compiled by UNEP's World Conservation Monitoring Centre (WCMC) as a contribution to the International Year of the Mountains (2002). "Almost half of Africa's mountain regions are estimated to now be under the plough or the hoof," the report says. An estimated 10 percent of mountain areas on the continent were converted to cropland, and 34 percent turned over to grazing. Africa's mountain regions were experiencing multiple pressures, including "conversion of

forests and other mountain terrain to grazing land, fire, and violent human conflict". "The highest level of mountain land that has witnessed war is in Africa. Here, 67 percent has been impacted by high intensity conflict," the report says. According to Klaus Toepfer, UNEP executive director, the Mountain Watch report "highlights how some of these last wild areas are fast disappearing in the face of agriculture, infrastructure development and other creeping impacts. "Behind all these is the spectre of climate change, which is already taking its toll on the glaciers and changing plant and animal communities in high altitude areas," he said. This threatened the health and well-being of all the world's people. "Mountains are the water towers of the world. We must act to conserve them for the benefit of mountain people, for the benefit of human-kind." A key finding of the report is the extent to which agriculture has intensified in mountain areas. "Much of the conversion to crop or grazing land is leading to loss of forests and other land cover, which can accelerate erosion and soil loss, as well as have impacts on wildlife and water resources." 

WCMC director Mark Collins said the report highlighted the main causes of environmental change in mountains. These included natural hazards, fire, climate change, infrastructure growth, violent human conflict, changes in land cover and agricultural intensification. Mountains cover almost a quarter of the world's land surface. Sapa 
____________________________________________________________________________________

REUTERS

UN: World May Fail to Meet Greenhouse-Gas Targets

 Thu Oct 24, 

 By Sugita Katyal 

 NEW DELHI (Reuters) - The world may not meet its targets to cut carbon dioxide emissions under a global pact unless the United  States, the world's biggest polluter, reduces greenhouse gases, a U.N. official said on Thursday. 

  "If you look at the current policies taken in the U.S., it's unlikely the Kyoto (Protocol) targets will be met," Joke Waller-Hunter, executive secretary of the U.N.'s Climate Change secretariat, told Reuters. 

 The 1997 U.N. Kyoto Protocol (news - web sites) on global warming (news - web sites) aims to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from the developed world by 2012 to 5.2 percent below 1990 levels. Many scientists say greenhouse gases might cause disastrous global warning. 

 But the United States, the world's biggest air polluter, has refused to ratify the treaty, which it sees as flawed because it does not bind developing countries. It also says it would hurt the U.S. economy. 

 Waller-Hunter, in New Delhi for a 10-day U.N. climate-change conference of delegates from 185 countries, also said not all countries that had ratified the pact were on course to meet their commitments. 

 "At the moment, not all parties are on track. Some do better than they're supposed to and some do less than they should do," she said. 

 Waller-Hunter said it was vital to keep the door open to the United States to draw it eventually into a common framework. 

 "It's too early to pass judgement because there's a lot of work going on in the U.S. that goes beyond what the federal government committed itself to. We have also to look at initiatives taken by (U.S.) states," she said. 

 "We should never exclude them (the United States) and hope for a more open attitude toward joining a common framework." 

 To take effect, the Kyoto pact must be approved by states accounting for at least 55 percent of the industrialized world's 1990 greenhouse gas emissions. 

 US REJECTS SIGNING PROTOCOL 

 Without the United States, a complex weighting system means the pact would be dead without Russia. But Moscow has backed the treaty and says it may ratify it this year, virtually ensuring its implementation. 

 The pact, a result of the first Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro 10 years ago, was signed by then U.S. President Bill Clinton but his successor, George W. Bush, pulled out of the treaty last year. 

 The United States reiterated on Thursday it would not sign the protocol, saying it would cause significant damage to its economy. 

 "We cannot meet the terms of the Kyoto Protocol that would have the impact of causing significant harm to our economy -- it's just not doable for us," Harlan Watson, senior U.S. climate change negotiator, said on the margins of the climate convention. 

 "We will only agree to make commitments we can meet," he said. "The U.S. has its own plan to slow the increase in emissions... We don't have to jump off a cliff -- climate change is a long-term problem." 

 Waller-Hunter said it was important to meet the pact's objectives to reduce the risk of natural disasters, such as floods and droughts which threaten to strike both the developing and the developed world. 

 Recent climate disasters around the world -- from droughts in India and the United States to floods in Europe -- have served as graphic harbingers of some of the expected consequences of global warming. 

 "Temperature increases can range from 1.2 degrees and 5.8 degrees depending on the various scenarios but it's inevitable that some climate change will occur," she said. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

REUTERS

Ottawa attacked unveiling plans on Kyoto targets
  OTTAWA - Canada unveiled long-awaited proposals yesterday on how to meet its obligations under the Kyoto climate change accord  but critics immediately slammed the plan as embarrassingly vague. 

  Ottawa is in considerable disarray over Kyoto, which would oblige the country to cut emissions of carbon dioxide by six percent from 1990  levels by 2012. Emissions levels by 2010 are in fact predicted to be 33 percent above the 1990 level. 

  The government has yet to ratify the Kyoto protocol and resistance to the idea is rapidly building among the country's more powerful  provinces, especially energy-rich Alberta, which is calling for a gentler "Made in Canada" solution. 

  Environmentalists and a majority of Canadians continue to support the accord, especially as the northern country suffers record high  temperatures and droughts, which many link to global warming. 

  Ottawa released figures earlier this month which showed the cost of fully implementing Kyoto - which would mean cutting carbon dioxide  emissions by some 240 megatonnes by 2012 - could be 240,000 jobs and C$21 billion a year. 

  To make matters worse, officials say there are deep splits between Environment Minister David Anderson and Natural Resources Minister  Herb Dhaliwal - the two men charged with selling the government's plans to Canadians. 

  The proposals released yesterday will be discussed at a special meeting of federal and provincial energy and environment ministers in  Halifax on Monday. 

  According to the package, Ottawa considers steps taken to date have already cut emissions by 80 megatonnes. A further 100 megatonnes  would be accounted for by persuading Canadians to cut their use of energy and by cutting industrial emissions. 

  But this leaves 60 megatonnes to be cut and Ottawa was much vaguer as to how this could be achieved, saying merely that it could among  other options introduce legislation obliging car manufacturers to improve new vehicle fuel efficiency. 

  Stephen Harper, leader of the official opposition Canadian Alliance, described the proposals as "woefully incomplete" and pointed out  that they were largely uncosted. 

  "The biggest deficiency in the document we have today - it's so glaring it's embarrassing - is that there is simply no costing whatsoever,"  he told a parliamentary debate on Kyoto. 

  "It is our conviction...that we cannot, in a cost-effective and economically sustainable way, make the entire reductions that Canada is  allotted under the Kyoto accord," he said. 

  The government has said it would account for 70 megatonnes by getting credit for exporting clean energy such as natural gas but the  Kyoto protocol makes no provisions for this and the European Union is implacably opposed to the idea. 

  Earlier this months officials from Canada's oil, power and pipeline industries met with Ottawa's point man on ratification, but left the  meeting saying they gained little confidence their businesses would not be harmed. 

  Several major companies are working on projects aimed at doubling within 10 years output of synthetic crude wrung from Alberta's vast oil  sands, and some say they may scale back investments over Kyoto. 

  Alberta premier Ralph Klein hates the idea of Kyoto ratification and is touring the country to make his views known. The premier of  Ontario, Canada's most powerful province, is also doubtful. 

  Greenpeace welcomed the government's plans, saying it was an important step on the road of ratification. 

  "Now the onus is on the provinces and industry to stop griping, roll up their sleeves and get to work," said Steven Guilbeault of  Greenpeace. 

______________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Earth's deepest lake  explored
               The lake is in the Chilean Andes  Scientists are to explore the Earth's highest freshwater               lake, found in a dormant volcano in the Chilean Andes,  to find out how the organisms that live there can survive in such a hostile environment. 

               They will ascend nearly four miles to the summit of the Licancabur volcano to explore the 'extremophiles' that  live in the lake. 

               The group, which includes scientists from Nasa and the SETI Institute, will also dive to the bottom of the lake, which is covered with almost two feet of ice during much  of the year. 

               The information they gather will  help astrobiologists devise  strategies and technologies to               search for life on planets like Mars during future missions. 

               The expedition's principal investigator, Dr Nathalie  Cabrol of the SETI Institute and NASA Ames Research Center, said: "If there was life on Mars 3.5 billion years ago, it could have used defence mechanisms similar to  those used by the organisms at Licancabur volcano to survive. 

               "This expedition and the follow-up mission in 2003 will provide critical astrobiological information about the limits of life on our planet. 

               "It also will give us clues about which planets are good candidates to search for life and help in the design of future mission strategies and technologies for exploring ancient Martian paleolakes or oceans on Europa." 

               A moon of Jupiter, Europa is believed by some scientists to contain a subsurface ocean of water. 

               'Space exploration' 

               Although the lake at Licancabur volcano is covered with almost two feet of ice during much of the year, the  expedition will take place in the southern hemisphere's spring, when the lake is not completely frozen. 

               The scientists will dive to the lake's bottom as part of  the study. 

               The researchers theorise that the lake's water   temperature may remain warm at the bottom because               of heat transferred from the volcano. 

               "Only by going there will we find out," said Ms Cabrol. 

               The researcher-divers will not use oxygen during their dives, but will have oxygen cylinders onboard a nearby dive boat as a backup precaution. 

               The site research will answer three questions critical to astrobiology and space exploration, Ms Cabrol said.  These are:  How do the organisms there survive in such a low-oxygen, high-ultraviolet radiation environment? 

                What are the limits of life on Earth? 

                Why does the water at the bottom of the volcano's lake remain liquid when most of the lake's surface is frozen much of the year? 

               To find answers to these questions, the scientists plan to study the life forms that live in the lake, such as microrganisms and plankton. 

               These 'extremophiles' thrive at Licancabur, one of the  most Mars-like analogs on Earth. 

               Another stressor on the life forms at the volcano is low atmospheric pressure, said Ms Cabrol. 

               Because of the volcano's high altitude, the atmospheric  pressure is two times lower than at sea level. 

               Testing

               Researchers also hope to learn how the lake itself  survives, given that the volcano is in the Atacama            desert, one of the driest places on Earth. 

               Research during the 25-day mission, which began on 16  Oct, will include mapping the crater's geology and topography, surveying the depth, topography and temperature of the lake bottom, characterising the lake's organisms and testing a two-wheeled Mars  mini-rover concept. 

               Samples returned from the lake during the mission will be transferred to a support team of scientists who will begin preliminary analysis in the nearby town of  Antofagasta. 

               Most samples, however, will be flown to the United States for testing.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

October 25, 2002

South Africa ready to argue for lifting of Ivory trade ban 

Johannesburg, South Africa (PANA) - South Africa will argue for the lifting of the ban in ivory trade at the November Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (Cites) conference to be held in Santiago, Chile, an official press statement said Thursday. The country's Department of Environment and Tourism and the South African National Parks (SANParks) said the main reason South Africa was pushing for the sale of ivory was that the country needed the money to fund programmes to manage its huge elephant population, which included buying more land to extend its nature and game reserves. South Africa will lobby Cites at the conference, which will be held from 3 to 15 November, to sanction the sale of 30 tons of ivory that has been stockpiled pending an agreement on lifting the ban.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng024881&dte=24/10/2002
Researchers criticize Gabon's maritime policy 

Libreville, Gabon (PANA) - The research group on humid ecosystems (GREH) has strongly criticized the Gabonese government's maritime policy at a press conference in Libreville. "Despite the existence of statutory texts on the protection of the sea, Gabon does not have a sea policy," conference facilitator Jean Francois Faure charged. He said such negligence has led to coastal erosion, the pollution of coastal waters, and the absence of surveillance in coastal zones, poor coordination of sea activities and the absence of training in the maritime sector.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng024855&dte=24/10/2002
Oil Spill Affects Five Communities

UN Integrated Regional Information Networks- Lagos: A crude oil pipeline belonging to Royal/Dutch Shell has ruptured in southern Nigeria's Delta State. The resulting oil slick has

affected five communities, company officials said yesterday. Godfrey Odigie, the Shell official in charge of the emergency response in the company's western division in the Niger Delta, said an estimated 300 barrels of crude oil have so far spilled from the pipeline delivering oil from its Batan facility to the Forcados export terminal on the Atlantic coast. Affected communities include Batan, Diebiri, Ajuju, Ewerigbene and Kumusi. The official said all facilities delivering crude oil to the affected pipeline have been shut. Booms have also been put in place in

the affected rivers and creeks to contain the spread of the spill, he added. According to Shell, a joint investigation team comprising its officials, representatives of the Nigeria's Department of Petroleum Resources, the Delta State Environment Protection Agency, Federal Ministry of Environment and the police has been set up to find out the cause of the spill.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200210240442.html
Working to Preserve the Environment

Business Day (Johannesburg): SUSTAINABLE development and the preservation of the environment are part of Lufthansa's social responsibility agenda. Lufthansa is involved in nature preservation projects and supports the work of environmental organizations. The company sponsors environmental workshops and seminars to promote the exchange of information. An example is Living Lakes. Launched in June 1998 by Deutsche Umwelthilfe DUH (German environmental aid) and the Global Nature Fund, Living Lakes' main goal is to protect important fresh-water reserves around the world. The project involves 13 lakes, including Lake St Lucia in SA. Living Lakes aims to demonstrate how to practice sustainable development while also protecting nature. 

http://allafrica.com/stories/200210240578.html
__________________________________________________________________________________

ROE Media Update

UNEP and UN in the News

Financial Times, 24 October: WORLD NEWS: India pushes for Kyoto ratification

India called yesterday for a speedy ratification of the Kyoto protocol to cut greenhouse gas emissions responsible for global warming. T. R. Baalu, the environment minister, opened a United Nations climate change conference in Delhi warning that failure would result in increased world poverty and hunger. "The increased risk of the negative impacts of climate change in developing countries will worsen poverty. Hunger is estimated to increase," he said, pointing out that poor rains and high temperatures would cut grain yields.

http://search.ft.com/search/article.html?id=021024001114&query=Climate+Change&vsc_appId=totalSearch&state=Form
Financial Times, page 4: INTERNATIONAL ECONOMY: WTO minnows cry foul on mediation

The dispute settlement system of the World Trade Organisation is commonly held up as a shining example of how a rules-based system gives small, poor countries the chance to challenge unfair trading practices by the rich and powerful - and win.

Yet many poor nations, which make up four-fifths of the 144-strong WTO membership, say the system is stacked against them and needs radical reform. Talks on revising the WTO's dispute settlement rules are due to conclude next May.

http://search.ft.com/search/article.html?id=021024001125&query=WTO+minnows&vsc_appId=totalSearch&state=Form
Libération, 23 October: «Le protocole de Kyoto doit évoluer» Cédric Philibert, de l'Agence internationale de l'énergie (AIE), s'interroge, à l'occasion de l'ouverture de la conférence de New Delhi, sur l'opportunité d'une modification du protocole de Kyoto.
http://www.liberation.fr/page.php?Article=60614
World's Tallest Peaks Fall Prey to Climate Change and Human Interference

The world's mountains and communities who have lived on them for centuries are increasingly under siege by a variety of environmental, demographic, and economic threats, according to a report released Wednesday by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the World Conservation Monitoring Centre (WCMC). "Our reverence for these unique wilderness areas has been partly based on their remoteness, their inaccessibility," according to Klaus Toefper, UNEP's executive director. "But this new report highlights how, like so many parts of the world, some of these last wild areas are fast disappearing in the face of agriculture, infrastructure development, and other creeping impacts." 

"Behind all these is the specter of climate change, which is already taking its toll on the glaciers and changing plant and animal communities in high-altitude areas," he said. 

http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/oneworld/20021024/wl_oneworld/1032_1035425234
Le Soir (Belgian newspaper),  23/10/02

Climat: La conférence annuelle des Nations Unies ambitionne de jeter les bases

de l'après-Kyoto

New Delhi, le nouveau thermomètre de la Terre

Mettre en oeuvre le protocole de Kyoto et jeter les bases d'actions futures pour lutter contre le réchauffement climatique : deux mois après le sommet de la Terre, à Johannesburg, les Nations unies remettent le couvert sans fracas à New Delhi, en Inde. De ce mercredi au jeudi 31 octobre, 185 États représentés par 80 ministres et une cohorte d'experts se délecteront d'un menu unique, mais copieux : le climat.

http://www.lesoir.be/articles/a%5F031060.asp
LA LIBRE BELGIQUE (Belgian newspaper)23-10-02

Une huitième grand-messe climatique

La huitième conférence des Nations Unies sur les changements climatiques s'ouvre à New Delhi. En ligne de mire, l'application effective du protocole de Kyoto. Nord et Sud restent inégaux devant les caprices du temps.

http://www.lalibre.be/article.phtml?id=10&subid=83&art_id=85977
Tribune de Genève, 24 October, page 7: L’ONU genevoise sera-t-elle privée de voix? 

Ce n’est qu’une rumeur mais, tout technicisé et informatisé qu’il soit, notre monde demeure sensible au plus vieux des médias. Selon la rumeur, Genève se verrait déposséder de sa fonction de siège de l’information des Nations Unies en Europe et cela au profit de Bruxelles. 

La rumeur émane d’un rapport du secrétaire général sur la réforme de l’organisation des Nations Unies. 

La Suisse, qui vient d’entrer dans l’organisation, a réagi avec vivacité en défense de la place internationale de Genève, pour reprendre une formule chère à la Confédération (place financière, place culturelle, place internationale). L’ambassadeur Boulgaris, représentant de la Suisse auprès des Nations Unies à Genève, souligne le caractère spéculatif de la rumeur: le rapport ne parle pas de transfert à Bruxelles et aucune décision n’est prise. La Suisse est pour l’efficacité du système d’information et pour sa rationalisation, mais si l’on devait créer un seul centre de diffusion de l’information ONU en Europe, il serait logique qu’il se trouve à Genève au siège européen, résidence de plusieurs ldes principales agences spécialisées. le représentant de la Suisse à l’ONU New York interviendra dans ce sens, le 30 octobre, devant l’Assemblée générale. 

http://www.tribunedegeneve.ch/accueil/edito/index.php?Page_ID=5327&article_ID=10794
General environment news

Le Monde, 24 October, page 13: La France s'implique avec difficulté dans la protection de la biodiversité
Le gouvernement veut relancer Natura 2000. Dix ans après la mise en place de ce réseau européen de sauvegarde de la faune et de la flore menacées, les retards restent importants. Exemple à Gap, où les élus locaux tentent de pallier les carences de l'administration

http://www.lemonde.fr/article/0,5987,3228--295300-,00.html
Le Monde, 24 October, page 13:Le ministère de l'environnement tente d'accélérer la concertation

En présentant le budget du ministère de l'écologie à l'Assemblée nationale, vendredi 25 octobre, Roselyne Bachelot devrait annoncer sa volonté de relancer le réseau Natura 2000. En cette période de restriction, les crédits consacrés à ce projet seront en augmentation de près de 5 %.

http://www.lemonde.fr/recherche_articleweb/1,9687,295301,00.html?query=Le+Minist%E8re+de+l%27environnement&query2=&booleen=et&num_page=1&auteur=&dans=dansarticle&periode=7&ordre=pertinence&debutjour=&debutmois=&debutannee=&finjour=&finmois=&finannee=&G_NBARCHIVES=748+149
Moscow, 23 October. The shipwreck of the Mercury-2 ferry resulted in environmental emergency on the Caspian. The freighter loaded with oil sank in the stormy Caspian Sea en route from Aktau to Baku. As reported by the "Moscow's Echo" Radiostation the state commission investigating the accident said an oil slick had spread over an area 8 kilometers long and 15 kilometers wide at the site of the sinking. Specialized vessels of the Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources of Azerbaijan were reported to be involved in the emergency response measures. The situation is being monitored by environmentalists. However, the emergency commission released no information on how much oil had spilled into the water. Reports estimated the total amount of oil in the containers on board at 2,000 tons. According to the "Interfax" Agency a representative of the Caspian Sea Navigation Service informed that the ferry was carrying the total of 50 people – 42 crew-members and 8 passengers. There are presently two versions of the shipwreck cause:  heavy seas (during the storm winds of up to 30 meters per second whipped the sea into six-meter waves) and disrepair of the ferry.

www.Lenta.ru
Spain studies dropping renewable fuel subsidies

MADRID, 24 October. Energy Minister Jose Folgado said this week Spain was considering the removal of subsidies for renewable fuels, which he said would account for more than a quarter of electricity generation within a decade. "Certain forms of renewable energy such as wave power, hydro-electric power or bio-mass may be sufficiently mature to compete in the open market," Folgado told a seminar on energy in Spain and Britain.

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/18294/story.htm
UK carbon emissions trading prices surge on demand

LONDON, 24 October. Prices in the UK carbon emissions trading market have jumped as companies buy credits to ensure meeting targets to cut greenhouse gases, industry players said yesterday.

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/18309/story.htm
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ROLAC  MEDIA UPDATE –  24 October 2002

www.ips.org

ENVIRONMENT:
Report Points to a Link Between Mountains and Conflict 


LONDON, Oct 24 (IPS) - Nobody suggests that a step towards world peace might be for people living in the mountains to move down to the plains. But experts are suggesting that the mountains are more prone to conflict than the plains, and they want the world to see why. 

When most people think of mountains they think of tourism. But a new correlation between mountains and conflict is brought out in a report Mountain Watch produced by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the World Conservation Monitoring Centre (WCMC). 

”The report shows that globally approximately 41 per cent of mountain land has fallen within the radius of a high intensity human conflict between 1946 and 2001, compared with 26 per cent of non-mountain land,” says Adrian Newton, lead author of the report. A war is defined as a conflict in which at least 1000 battle deaths a year occurred for at least one year between 1946 and 2001. 

Mountain Watch is a preliminary report, and the link between mountains and conflict is an early one. But a lot of people associated with the report are looking at the reasons behind this link. ”Mountain dwellers are traditionally independent of people downstream, they like to live away from the big brother in big cities,” Andrei Iatsenia, UNEP mountain programme coordinator told IPS. ”Could this be leading to conflicts?” 

Iatsenia explored other factors in a chat with IPS. ”Out of 29 conflict zones declared by the United Nations Secretary-General, more than 20 are in mountain areas,” he said. ”Clearly, that is disproportionately higher. When you look at rainforests or coastal areas, you have a competition for resources, but there is also an abundance of resources. In mountains less than 5 per cent of land is suitable for irrigation.” 

There is fierce competition for this, he said. ”There is erosion, and access to resources is limited,” he said. ”So there is more pressure in fragile systems, and therefore a higher danger of conflict. It is not easy to commute to employment; you have to develop work locally.” 

Mark Collins, director of UNEP-WCMC admits that ”we do not have all the answers why this is the case.” Also, he told IPS, ”not all conflicts have been mapped.” But there is little doubt that mountains are more likely to be scenes of serious armed conflict. 

Take Afghanistan, or the conflict between India and Pakistan over Kashmir. Or the Balkans. Extensive areas have also been affected by conflict in Eurasia and Southeast Asia. ”The highest level of mountain land that has witnessed war is in Africa where 67 per cent has been impacted by high intensity conflict,” the report says. 

The report itself offers some explanations for conflicts in mountains that may find commonality despite the huge differences in the political causes of conflict between Afghanistan, Africa and the Balkans. ”Despite the intensification of agriculture in mountain regions, these lands are less suitable for growing crops than more low land areas,” the report says. ”This allied to environmental degradation may play a role in increasing the risk of armed conflict in mountain regions.” 

Evidence suggests that civil wars, rather than interstate wars, may be more likely in mountain regions, the report says. ”Mountains give strategic advantage to insurgents by providing places of refuge,” it says. ”Mountainous terrain hinders road building, thereby restricting law enforcement. A lack of infrastructure can therefore make insurgent civil war more likely or prolonged.” On the other hand in a place like the Netherlands where there would be nowhere to hide, says Iatsenia. 

Competition for natural resources intensifies as populations increase and access to resources improves through the development of infrastructure. ”In countries dependent on natural resources for income, competition between powerful elites over 'lootable resources' such as timber and minerals can lead to prolonged civil strife,” the report says. 

Many mountain areas are also centres of narcotics production, which can also lead to armed conflict,” the report says. ”The role that mountains play in water provision may become the focus of increasing conflict in future.” 

But conflict damages the environment, just as the environment creates conditions for conflict. Three decades of armed conflict in Afghanistan has resulted in the environment suffering heavy damage from military activity, refugee movements, over-exploitation of natural resources, and lack of management and institutional capacity, the report says. Three years of drought have added further pressure. 

More than 60 per cent of the land surface of Afghanistan consists of mountains and hills. ”The forests have been important refuges for threatened wildlife populations, including Asiatic black bear, Persial leopard, Caspian tiger and Bactrian deer,” the report says. ”Afghanistan has lost up to 30 per cent of its forests in the past 20 years and the Caspian tiger and Bactrian deer are thought to be extinct from there.” 

In Africa armies rely on forests to provide food for them, and they can also trade in endangered species, says a UNEP official. 

The environmental impacts of wars can be substantial, the report points out. Military operations can directly result in environmental degradation, overexploitation of natural resources and increased pollution. 

Wars also often result in the migration of large numbers of people, resulting in increased pressure on natural resources, for example around refugee camps. Conflicts can also have major impacts on biodiversity, as a result of habitat destruction, pollution, increased harvesting of species and disruption of migration routes. 

Mountains can also prevent conflict, but given the nature of prevention, this role becomes difficult to quantify. Many national boundaries occur within mountain regions and can become the focus of interstate conflict, but ”mountains also form a barrier to invasion, and are inherently easier to defend than lowland areas,” the report says. 

Policies to prevent conflicts and rebuild post-conflict societies in mountains should seek to strengthen local decision-making and improve sustainable livelihood options for local communities, the report says. (END/2002)
______________________________________________________________________________

ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS FROM NORTH AMERICAN MEDIA (RONA) 24 October 2002

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Report Suggests Global 'Economic Security Council', IPS, 24/10:  New global institutions are urgently needed to make world affairs more democratic, because the United Nations and economic bodies like the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and World Bank belong to a different era, says a United Nations University study released this week.  As the world embarks on a new century, it is time to re-think a worldview that is primarily built upon concerns for peace and universal employment, and instead address issues unforeseen during the times of colonialism, communism, and welfare states, says the study, 'Governing Globalisation'.  The report suggests creating a Global Peoples Assembly, modelled on the European Parliament, to serve as the voice of global civil society, and an Economic Security Council to govern unchecked globalisation. (See http://www.ipsnews.net/interna.asp?idnews=13132)

Warring Over Natural Resources Kills 20 Million – Report, IPS, 24/10:  The world's insatiable demand for cellular telephones and other consumer luxuries is fuelling violent conflict and killing millions in developing countries, reports a new study from the Worldwatch Institute. Brutal wars are being fought not only over diamonds but for control of other valuable natural resources like coltan, a mineral that keeps cell phones and other electronic equipment working, tropical woods, and other rare materials.  Those conflicts have killed or displaced more than 20 million people and raise at least 12 billion U.S. dollars a year for rebels, warlords, repressive governments, and other predatory groups around the world, says the study, 'The Anatomy of Resource Wars'.  (See http://www.ipsnews.net/interna.asp?idnews=13114)

CANADIAN NEWS

Government releases draft Kyoto plan aimed at conserving energy, Canadian Press/Montreal Gazette, 24/10:  Canadians and businesses would get government incentives to conserve energy starting in the 2003 budget under a new federal plan to implement the Kyoto protocol.  Ottawa would provide funds in the next budget to fix energy leaks in houses and encourage Canadians to increase their use of public transit in the fight to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. The plan includes a target of retrofitting 20 per cent of Canadian homes and commercial buildings by 2010.  The plan, which will be discussed Monday in Halifax by energy and environment ministers, sets an ambitious target for improving fuel efficiency of new vehicles.  (See http://www.canada.com/montreal/story.asp?id={50241E14-F5DD-4D3F-97FB-CF4842F48DFB})

Canadian farmers face dangers, opportunities from climate change, CBC News, 23/10:  Canadian scientists say fresh, country air isn't as clean as most people think. They've found 12 per cent of the country's greenhouse gases come from agriculture.  Researchers are trying to find ways to reduce the pollution in farmers' fields.  Farmers can help prevent the pollution by planting certain legume seeds that don't need nitrogen fertilizer, another major source of greenhouse gas pollution.  Grains such as wheat and canola are neutral. They absorb a lot of the carbon produced as they grow. That means they don't qualify as valued carbon sinks or as carbon producers.  (See http://cbc.ca/cgi-bin/templates/print.cgi?/2002/10/23/climate_change021023)







*******
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Middle East Water Crisis

DRILLING BANNED

occupied Jerusalem: Israel signalled that in deference to Washington’s campaign against Iraq it will hold back from its usual tough response. But it swiftly made life harder for many Palestinians with a ban on drilling for water because it said the Palestinian Authority leader is conducting a “water intifada”. It also barred olive picking at the height of the harvest.

The ban on bore holes is particularly tough as it means many Palestinians are unable to irrigate crops. Some villages will be deprived of drinking water.

http://www.bahraintribune.com/middle.asp?Art_No=9350
BEYDOUN PROMISES SOLUTION TO KOURA WATER CRISIS

Lebanese Energy and Water Minister Mohammed Abdel-Hamid Baydon met with MPs from Koura. Discussions focused on finding the means to carry out water projects in Koura, namely installing water pipe networks and water reservoirs.

Beydoun said several water projects would be entrusted to the CDR to be carried out within three months, while others will be gradually implemented by the ministry Beydoun has promised Koura MPs to implement a one-year plan to solve their water crisis.

Beydoun said the plan would begin by year’s end and be ready by the beginning of next summer. Beydoun said several water projects would be entrusted to the CDR to be carried out within three months, while others will be gradually implemented by the ministry.

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/24_10_02/art26.asp
SHARON Vs HIZBULLAH?

WAR DRUMS ARE SOUNDING AGAIN
 In a development of the Israeli-Lebanese crisis over the water of Wazzani river, Israel is stepping up the pressure on Lebanon again with allegations about Hizbullah’s allegedly possessing long-range missiles amid speculation of an imminent showdown between the resistance and the Israeli Army, possibly timed to coincide with a US attack on Iraq. A senior military diplomat in Beirut said the prospect of an Israeli attack on Hizbullah was becoming “a very likely scenario.”http://www.dailystar.com.lb/Default.asp
WILDLIFE

News in Arabic on International

Summit on Biodiversity attended by ED.

http://www.ahram.org.eg/arab/ahram/2002/10/24/EGYP3.HTM
Wildlife guidelines in Arabic released

Abu Dhabi / The Environmental Research and Wildlife Development Agency (ERWDA) in Abu Dhabi yesterday released Arabic-language versions of international guidelines for confiscated animals.

The guidelines were prepared by the International Union for the Conservation of Nature and the Species Survival Commission IUCN/SSC.

The guidelines, in their draft form, were used as the basis for a resolution on the "Disposal of Confiscated Specimens" adopted by the Parties to the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) at their 9th biennial meeting in 1994. These guidelines were further developed into the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) guidelines. 

http://www.gulf-news.com/Articles/news.asp?ArticleID=64851
Bishkek Summit

MENA 2809:08:00 (GMT) 24-10-02 Kyrgyzstan-summit Global mountain summit open in Bishkek on Tuesday

http://www.mena.org.eg/English/GuestCenter.asp?page=17
(I am not subscribed to Middle East News Agency, so I could only obtain the headlines.  There is also a feature in Arabic/En/Fr taken from the Info note we prepared on ED visit to Sharm el Sheikh.  MENA will send me the materials tomorrow and I’ll FF you a copy).

UN

ZAYED MEETS WITH UN SECRETARY GENERAL

Abu Dhabi |WAM |President His Highness Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan received yesterday UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan and discussed with him the latest developments on the international and regional scenes, including the Iraqi and Palestinian issues. They also discussed war against terrorism.

Annan said that war against Iraq was not inevitable, but Baghdad must comply with its commitments to international resolutions. 

http://www.gulf-news.com/Articles/news.asp?ArticleID=66554
US CONSIDERS FORCING UN VOTE ON IRAQ

NEW YORK - The United States is considering forcing a vote on Iraq in the UN Security Council despite continued objections to its draft resolution from Russia and France, diplomats said yesterday.

The US yesterday called a closed-door meeting of the 15-member UN Security Council to present the draft resolution.

The United Nations announced the meeting without giving details but diplomats said Washington was considering pushing for a vote in the council next week or shortly thereafter. US Ambassador John Negroponte has been holding meetings each day this week with the other four permanent council members with veto power on the US draft. But progress has been slow. - Reuters, AFP  - http://www.khaleejtimes.co.ae/middleeast.htm
Middle East News

BAHRAIN HOLDS LEGISLATIVE ELECTIONS

MANAMA, Bahrain held its first legislative elections in nearly 30 years Thursday, with supporters hailing the ballot as an important step toward democracy but Shiite Muslim groups criticizing it for not going far enough. 

Voters will choose 40 members of parliament in the first legislative election since 1973. 

Nevertheless, Bahrain's move toward democratic rule sets it apart in a region where only one other nation -- Kuwait -- holds legislative elections. Kuwaiti women do not have the right to vote, but Bahraini women do. http://www.ctnow.com/news/nationworld/ats-ap_top14oct24,0,1171847.story?coll=sns%2Dnewsnation%2Dheadlines
BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON BAHRAIN, UNEP/ROWA HOST COUNTRY

POLITICAL SYSTEM: Bahrain is a constitutional monarchy. The government is headed by a prime minister who is appointed by a king from the ruling al-Khalifa family

Political parties are banned in Bahrain

ECONOMY: Bahrain is a small and independent oil producer. It produces around 40,000 barrels per day (bpd) from its own fields and gets the entire production of 140,000 bpd from an offshore oil field it shares with Saudi Arabia. It also imports around 200,000 bpd of Saudi crude for refining at the state-owned Bahrain Petroleum Company.

The kingdom is the Gulf’s financial and banking hub, with more than 100 banks and finance houses owning combined assets of more than $100 billion.

MASSIVE TURNOUT FOR PEACEFUL OPPOSITION RALLY IN MANAMA

Bahrain/ In a show of force on the eve of the national elections, Bahrain's four opposition groups managed on Tuesday night to gather tens of thousands of their supporters in an extraordinarily peaceful rally calling for boycotting today's polls but also vowing to "go to the maximum" to preserve the social peace

http://www.gulf-news.com/Articles/news.asp?ArticleID=66539
US OUTLINES ROAD MAP TO MIDEAST PEACE

BOTH SIDES QUESTION THREE-STAGE PLAN TO END CONFLICT

JERUSALEM: US envoy William Burns’ effort to market a new initiative to end the Palestinian-Israeli bloodshed was off to a bumpy ride Wednesday, with officials on both sides of the divide expressing reservations about a road map to peace that would see the birth of a Palestinian state by 2005.

The US plan, according to a text obtained by The Associated Press, would be implemented in three phases and closely monitored by the United States, the European Union, Russia and the United Nations ­ the so-called “Quartet.”

An interim Palestinian state could be established by the end of the next year, and a peace agreement formally ending the  conflict and creating a full-fledged Palestinian state could be in place within three years, according to the plan’s timeline.

The first phase, from the present until May of next year, calls for a truce. The Palestinians are to hold elections and create the position of prime minister. That official would presumably handle many day-to-day affairs currently overseen by Palestinian President Yasser Arafat.

The second phase, from May to December next year, would include the creation of a provisional Palestinian state with temporary borders.

Gissin said Israel would make no concessions until violence stops, but if it did, “it will be possible to accept” an interim Palestinian state.

In the final phase, the sides would negotiate the tough issues that sank the previous round of negotiations, including permanent borders, Jewish settlements and control of Jerusalem. The goal would be an agreement in the middle of 2005, resulting in a full-fledged Palestinian state.

Burns was meeting Sharon and Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres before seeing Palestinian officials Thursday. Burns will not meet with Arafat, in keeping with a US policy of boycotting the Palestinian leader. ­ Agencies

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/24_10_02/art5.asp
LIBYA TO LEAVE ARAB LEAGUE

Libya says it is pulling out of the Arab League. 

Reports from Tripoli quote officials as saying Libya has informed the Arab League of its decision to withdraw from the organisation. Mr Musa, Arab League SG who is admired in Libya for his strong stance on Israel, went to Tripoli to try to calm Colonel Gadaffi's anger 

Since its creation 60 years ago, the Arab League's effectiveness as a regional organisation has been severely hampered by divisions between its member states.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/2358039.stm
_____________________________________________________________________________

DAILY BRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Hua Jiang, Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General, and Richard Sydenham, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.

           Briefing by the Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General

           Good afternoon.

           **Moscow

           The following is a statement on behalf of the Secretary-General:

           “The Secretary-General is following with utmost concern the events unfolding in the Melnikov Street theatre in Moscow.  He extends his heartfelt sympathy to the Government and people of the Russian Federation at this very difficult time, and urges the perpetrators to release all the hostages immediately and without preconditions.  No cause can justify the use of force against innocent civilians.”

           The High Commissioner for Human Rights, Sergio Vieira de Mello, also condemned the hostage incident in Moscow, saying, “Hostage taking, wherever and by whomever committed, is an illegal act aimed at the destruction of  human rights and is, whatever the cause, unjustifiable.”

           We have copies of his statement upstairs.

           **United Nations Day

           In his message to mark United Nations Day, the Secretary-General notes that, with the inclusion this year of Switzerland and Timor-Leste, the United Nations represents the whole human family more clearly than ever.

           The Secretary-General says that, for this United Nations Day, which is the fifty-seventh anniversary of the  entry into force of the United Nations Charter, we must work to fulfil the pledges made two years ago at the Millennium Summit, on issues ranging from the fight against AIDS to the reduction of poverty.  “If we don’t do better in the next 12 years than in the last 10”, he warns, “we shall miss most of those Goals.”

           This morning, in Ralph Bunche Park, New York Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s Office issued a Proclamation on the occasion of United Nations Day, and Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette spoke to mark the occasion.  A group of New York City schoolchildren read the Preamble to the United Nations Charter at the ceremony.

           Also today, several times each hour, there will be a billboard message over the MSNBC ticker in Times

     Square wishing a "Happy United Nations Day", accompanied by a video image of the United Nations.  We appreciate the help of Mayor Bloomberg’s Office in facilitating this display.  The Empire State Building will be lit in blue and white for United Nations Day, as well.

           And, to remind you, tonight at 7 p.m. in the General Assembly Hall, there will be a concert for United Nations Day by the Korean Broadcasting System Traditional Music Orchestra, and the Secretary-General and General Assembly President Jan Kavan will speak at that occasion.  You should call extension 6934 if you’re interested in attending.

           We have upstairs embargoed copies of the Secretary-General’s comments at tonight’s concert, as well as the  Deputy Secretary-General’s comments from this morning.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council met in consultations on Iraq for three hours last night during which a draft resolution was  introduced.  The next round of consultations on Iraq is scheduled for Friday.

           This morning, Council members are in consultations on the annual report of the Security Council to the

     General Assembly.

           Those consultations are to be followed by a formal meeting on the latest report of the Panel of Experts on the  Illegal Exploitation of Natural Resources and Other Forms of Wealth of the Democratic Republic of the Congo.  The Chair of that Panel, Mahmoud Kassem, is presenting that report.  And we have his remarks available upstairs.

           And just to let you know that he will be our noon guest tomorrow.

           I also want to alert you to a number of changes in the Security Council programme for the remainder of the month.

           The open meeting on Women, Peace and Security, which had been scheduled for Friday, has been

     rescheduled for Monday to make way for the consultations on Iraq.

           A private meeting with the President of the International Court of Justice, Gilbert Guillaume, which had been scheduled for Monday, has now been moved to Tuesday afternoon.

           Scheduled consultations on Liberia have been postponed.  Consultations on the United Nations Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo have been added for Wednesday.

           The revised programme is on the Security Council Web site.

           **Angola

           Humanitarian Coordinator and Deputy Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Angola, Erick de Mul, today released in Luanda the United Nations Common Country Assessment, 2002.

           The assessment, conducted jointly by United Nations agencies between September 2001 and June 2002, is a  comprehensive assessment and analysis of the situation in Angola aimed at providing a strategic vision for the United Nations agencies working in the country.

           According to the document, the Government says 4 million people, or almost one third of the total population,  were internally displaced; more than  60 per cent of the population live below the poverty line, which is equivalent to $1.68 a day; and life expectancy  remains 42 years.  In addition, the country has the second highest under-five mortality rate in the world:  295 per 1,000 live births.

           The report notes that the new peace in Angola pushes to the foreground a series of other deep-seated

     underlying problems that now need to be seriously addressed.

           **ICTY

           The annual report of the work done by the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia is out on the racks today, and it details the reforms the Tribunal has undertaken to cope with an increased workload and to focus on  the most serious violations, with an objective to complete trials by around 2008.

           The report notes that several of the accused, including some of the high-ranking military and political officials, remain at large, and stresses the need for the full cooperation of States in the Tribunal’s work.

           The Tribunal’s President, Judge Claude Jorda -– who yesterday informed the Security Council that the Federal  Republic of Yugoslavia was not cooperating with the Tribunal -– will brief the Council on the Tribunal’s work next Tuesday.

           **Solomon Islands

           A United Nations needs assessment team is concluding a week-long visit to the Solomon Islands today, in its effort to assist the Government there in reducing ethnic tension and stopping ongoing violent incidents.  The team’s  recommendations, which are to include proposals on reconciliation, weapons collection and security sector reform, will  be submitted to the Secretary-General.

           We have a press release from the United Nations Office in the Solomon Islands with more details.

           **Compensation Commission

           We have upstairs a press release from the United Nations Compensation Commission in Geneva on the latest payments to governments and individual claimants.

           The overall amount of compensation made available to date by the Commission is $16.04 billion.

           As you know, the Compensation Commission is a subsidiary body of the Security Council.  Established in  1991, it processes claims and pays compensation for losses resulting from Iraq's invasion and occupation of Kuwait.

           **Afghanistan

           Kamal Hossain, the United Nations Special Rapporteur on Human Rights for Afghanistan will arrive in Kabul  tomorrow.  Mr. Hossain, whose mandate covers all aspects of human rights violations, will meet with senior  government authorities and civil society organizations.  He will also undertake a field visit to Bamyan, during his  four-day stay there.

           **ILO Press Release

           Faced with a mounting toll of violence, afflicting on average one of every two health workers worldwide, a joint  programme of labour, health and public service organizations today launched a new initiative aimed at helping health  professionals fight fear, assault, humiliation and even homicide where they work.

           While ambulance staff are reported to be at greatest risk, nurses are three times more likely on average to  experience violence in the workplace than other occupational groups.  Since most health workers are women, the gender dimension of the problem is evident.

           We have a press release from the International Labour Office available upstairs.

           **Opium Report

           The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime will release its annual Opium Poppy Survey tomorrow, at 2  p.m. in Rome (which is 9 a.m. New York time).

           For those of you who had embargoed press releases about the Survey, when it was to have been launched two weeks ago, the new embargo time therefore is 9 a.m.  tomorrow.  We now have additional copies of the press release, and of comments that will be made tomorrow by the head of the Office.

           And we have also embargoed executive summaries of the report in the Spokesman’s office now.

           **New Stamps

           Two special sets of stamps are being launched today by the United Nations Postal Administration.  As you can see, both of them are displayed here.

           The first is on the theme of AIDS awareness and consists of one stamp and one commemorative sheet in

     each of the denominations of the Postal Administration.  The stamps feature adaptations of a photograph of the United Nations building in New York when it was lit up to commemorate the special session of the General Assembly on AIDS last year.

           The second set of stamps commemorates Switzerland’s admission as a Member of the United Nations.  The stamp was designed by Thierry Clauson of Switzerland.

           That’s all that we have for today.  Any questions before we move …. 

     Yes, Lee.

           **Questions and Answers    

           Question:  Are there any new restrictions on the Second Floor for reporters?  We had problems yesterday.

           Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  Well, as you can see, new barriers have been put up since the latest series of incidents.  But these barriers are not put up to stop journalists’ free movement.  In fact, they are there to stop uninvited visitors coming in.  So, I don’t think there is a new restriction to the movements of journalists.  But if  you have any further questions, Security Chief McCann is more than happy to hear your complaints.

           Question:  No.  A number of us were stopped simply, after the meeting yesterday, going through towards the

     Delegates Lounge.

           Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  Okay.  I certainly will pass that one to the Security Chief.

           Question:  Does the Secretary-General have any reaction to Nigeria’s objection to the decision of the

     International Court of Justice over the dispute with Cameroon?

           Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  I am afraid that right now I can’t give you any reactions as we  only received the statement from the Nigerian Government last night.  We are studying the statement now.  Yes,  please?

           Question:  Do you have any more details of Security Council discussions on Iraq, in particular the meeting involving Hans Blix, I think scheduled for Monday?

           Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  Well, it was suggested that some of the members of the

     Security Council would like to have the presence of Hans Blix when they discuss the draft resolution.  But apart from  that, I am afraid for more details you will have to go to the Council members.

           Okay, Richard.

           **Briefing by the Spokesman for the General Assembly President

           Good afternoon.

           The Special Political and Decolonization Committee this afternoon will hold a general debate on

     comprehensive review of the whole question of peacekeeping operations in all their aspects and take action on a draft resolution which designates 29 May as the International Day of United Nations Peacekeepers.

           The Second Committee will take decisions on draft resolutions related to science and technology for

     development, sustainable development and international economic cooperation and culture and development.

           And the Third Committee will take decisions on draft resolutions on the advancement of women and continue discussion on elimination of racism and racial discrimination, follow-up to the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action, and the rights of peoples to self-determination.

           The Fifth Committee concludes discussion on Pattern of Conferences and takes action on a number of draft resolutions on administrative and budgetary matters.

           This afternoon President Kavan will chair open-ended informal consultations of the plenary on the report of the Secretary-General on Strengthening of the United Nations:  an agenda for further change.  Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette will brief delegations and respond to questions.  In his introductory remarks, President Kavan  indicates that he views the report as “comprehensive, timely and useful”.  He says that his Office “has had tens of  bilateral meetings and consultations on United Nations reform and the initial response has been very positive.  The report suggests a number of diverse improvements and innovative proposals that would make the work of the United Nations more productive and efficient”.

           The President, who sees this as a very important aspect of his presidency during the fifty-seventh session,  sees “the report as an important impulse”.  He will tell delegates that “United Nations reform is not and cannot be  perceived as a unilateral action.  It is a process in which a joint effort of the Membership and the Secretariat is  absolutely crucial for getting the reform started and agreed actions implemented.”  This informal is in closed working  session today, but the report will be discussed in plenary on Wednesday and Thursday of next week, 30 and 31 October.

           Today, 24 October, as well as being United Nations Day, is also the World Development Information Day.   And in his message which will be published on the President’s Web site, President Kavan says that “the flow of  information was much more restricted 30 years ago when this day was inaugurated, than it is today, in the era of the Internet and other modern and sophisticated means of communication.  However, despite the relentless work of the United Nations and other international organizations active in the field of information and development, the need for development information remains extremely important and urgent.”  He goes on to urge Member States “to do their part in bringing the Millennium Development Goals to the top of their agenda everywhere, and feels that this World Development Information Day could provide an excellent opportunity for disseminating development information and for Member States to consider this on a high political level”.

           President Kavan will make remarks at the United Nations Day concert, a concert of traditional Korean music  which will be held this evening in the General Assembly Hall.  In his remarks before the concert, President Kavan  welcomes the performers of the Korean Broadcasting System’s Traditional Music Orchestra and invites the audience  to celebrate this happy event.  “Music is transcendental and evokes our aspirations and desire for peace and harmony”, the President will say.  “The United Nations Day Concert is an occasion to reconfirm and celebrate the rich diversity of all peoples, respecting and preserving their precious individual cultural identities.”

           And in response to a question at yesterday’s briefing about the human rights situation in Afghanistan, the  question, I believe relates to the interim report on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions submitted by Asma Jahangir, Special Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights, available as document A/57/138 which is under  discussion in the Third committee.  And I would like to mention in this context that Ms. Jahangir will be in New York between 4 and 11 November.

           Any questions?

           Thank you.

____________________________________________________________________________________
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* * * *

Security Council

24 October – The United Nations Security Council today strongly condemned the hostage situation in Moscow, as well as other recent terrorist acts in other countries, saying that it regarded such activities as a threat to international peace and security.

In unanimously adopting a resolution on the matter, the Council demanded the immediate and unconditional release of all the hostages in Russia, and expressed its deepest sympathy and condolences to the country’s people and Government and to the victims of the terrorist attack and their families.

The Council also urged all States, in accordance with their obligations under its landmark anti-terrorism resolution adopted in the wake of the 11 September 2001 attacks against the United States, to cooperate with the Russian authorities in their efforts to find and bring to justice the perpetrators, organizers and sponsors of the terrorist attack.

* * *

Russian Federation

24 October – Reacting to the hostage situation in Moscow, top United Nations officials today voiced their concern for the detainees and urged the abductors to release them immediately without harm.

A spokesman for Secretary-General Kofi Annan issued a statement saying the UN leader is following “with utmost concern” the events unfolding in the Melnikov Street theatre in Moscow and extends his heartfelt sympathy to the Government and people of the Russian Federation.

“[The Secretary-General] urges the perpetrators to release all the hostages immediately and without pre-conditions,” the statement said. “No cause can justify the use of force against innocent civilians.”

Meanwhile, the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Sergio Vieira de Mello, also condemned the hostage incident. “Hostage taking, wherever and by whomever committed, is an illegal act aimed at the destruction of human rights and is, whatever the cause, unjustifiable,” he said. “Human rights must be respected at all times and by everyone.”

* * *
DR of Congo

24 October – The head of a United Nations expert panel on the illegal exploitation of natural resources and other forms of wealth in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) today told the Security Council that it had identified three “elite networks” that had carved out separate spheres of economic control in the country over the past four years.

“The elite networks’ grip on the DRC’s economy extends far beyond precious natural resources to encompass territory, fiscal revenues and trade in general,” said Mahmoud Kassem, as the Council began consideration of the panel’s report, written after seven months of field work in the war-torn country.

Mr. Kassem said the exploitation activities of the networks involved highly organized and documented systems of embezzlement, tax fraud, extortion, kickbacks, false invoicing, asset-stripping of State companies and secret profit-sharing agreements, and that these activities were orchestrated in a manner that closely resembled criminal operations.

“The networks collaborate with organized criminal groups, some of them transnational organizations in order to maximize profits,” he said, adding that the networks use those criminal groups for discreet military operations, money laundering, illegal currency transactions, counterfeiting operations, arms trafficking, smuggling and many other activities aimed at political destabilization.

Mr. Kassem said the war economy directed by these networks functions under the cover of armed conflict, manipulation of ethnic tensions and generalized violence that generate enormous profits for “small coteries of powerful individuals or the commercial wing on military institutions.” The activities drain the DRC’s treasury of revenues at the national and local levels and leave the population without basic services.

The Chairman said his panel would be willing to provide extensive first-hand testimony and evidence based on insider information and documents. “Knowledgeable sources and a long paper trail have permitted the panel to also identify numerous intermediaries that help in marketing minerals and other commodities, the institutions that provide financial services, the companies that buy, process and re-sell the extracted resources and the criminal organizations that provide transport, arms and other services,” he said.

Voicing hope that the report would be used as a constructive tool by the Council to motivate parties to honour their obligations under the recently signed peace agreements, the Chairman said the panel’s investigations and recommendations aimed at promoting peace and stability.

Following Mr. Kassem’s briefing, the Council decided to allow more time to consider the panel’s report and postponed discussion of it until a later date.

* * *

United Nations Day

24 October – Commemorating the 57th anniversary of the founding of the United Nations, Secretary-General Kofi Annan today urged the world’s peoples to do their part in helping achieve the targets set at the UN Millennium Summit two years ago to fight global ills.

In a message marking United Nations Day, the Secretary-General said those pledges, known as the Millennium Development Goals, were based on fundamental human needs – from reducing poverty, to halting the spread of AIDS, to providing access to safe drinking water – and were meant to be reached by 2015.

“Sad to say, we are not on track,” Mr. Annan said. “If we don’t do better in the next 12 years than in the last 10, we shall miss most of those Goals. Every country needs to make greater efforts. And that will only happen if you, the people of each country, insist that what needs to be done, is done.”

Noting that “never has the human family needed the United Nations more than it does today,” the Secretary-General stressed that there are so few things that any nation can control, relying purely on its own resources, and so many more that the world’s peoples can achieve if working together.

“So let us cherish our United Nations,” he said. “And let us give every human being a stake in its success.”

For his part, the President of the UN General Assembly, Jan Kavan of the Czech Republic, underscored that although the United Nations has many important achievements to its credit, the ultimate test of its credibility “is based not only on its ability to articulate political goals but also on its ability to mobilize the will for their implementation.”

The UN’s focus on crucial development issues materialized with the Millennium Declaration, he said, followed by recent international conferences dealing with financing for development as well as strengthening the link between environmental conservation and sustainable economic growth.

“The relevance of the United Nations is confirmed more than ever in these times, when there are so many global problems challenging our world,” he said. “On this day, we can take pride and satisfaction that every country, and therefore, every citizen, is a stakeholder in this enterprise.”

Speaking at a ceremony outside UN Headquarters in New York to mark the Day, the Deputy Secretary-General, Louise Fréchette, said that the United Nations was founded on the principle that all human beings have equal worth. “It is the nearest thing we have to a representative institution that can address the interests of all states, and all peoples,” she said. “Through this universal, indispensable instrument, countries can together work for peace and human progress, improving the living conditions of people around the world.”

Other planned activities include a concert of traditional music performed by the Korean Broadcasting System’s orchestra at the Organization’s Headquarters in New York Thursday evening. Meanwhile, UN Information Centres around the world organized their own commemorations of the day in 1945 that the UN Charter was ratified by China, France, the Soviet Union, the United Kingdom, the United States and by a majority of other signatories.
* * *

Kosovo

24 October – Welcoming the progress in preparing for tomorrow’s municipal elections in Kosovo, the Security Council today called on province’s eligible voters, including those from minority communities, to take part in the polls and seize the chance to have their interests properly represented.

“The Council expresses its firm belief that wide participation in the voting is essential to provide the best opportunity for future progress towards the building of a multi-ethnic and tolerant society,” the Council President, Ambassador Martin Belinga-Eboutou of Cameroon, said in a statement during a formal meeting of the 15-member body.

The statement also called on the Provisional Institutions of Self-Government, local leaders and all others concerned to cooperate fully with Michael Steiner, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative for Kosovo, as well as the commander of the international security force (KFOR) towards the full implementation of the Council resolution that authorized the UN presence in the province.

* * *

ICTY

24 October – With several accused war criminals from the former Yugoslavia still at large, including a number of high-ranking military and political officials, the United Nations court charged with prosecuting them is calling on all States to fully cooperate in its work.

In a report to the UN General Assembly and Security Council released today, the President of the International Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, Judge Claude Jorda, details reforms the court has undertaken to cope with an increased workload and to focus on the most serious violations. The Tribunal says it aims to complete investigations by 2004 and trials by around 2008.

The report stresses that the “effective and rapid arrest of the accused at large is a sine qua non” if the Tribunal’s strategy is to be properly carried out, and remains dependent on unfailing international cooperation. “Indeed, only if all the actors concerned cooperate fully with the Tribunal will it be able to accomplish the reforms already implemented and those now under consideration and thus complete the mandate given to it by the Security Council: to combat impunity and render justice to the victims of war crimes and crimes against humanity,” the report says.

As part of the reform measures, the Tribunal’s Appeals Chamber underwent significant changes to cope with the foreseeable increase in its workload, adding two judges from the UN International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) and reaching a cooperative agreement with that court on rationalizing its working methods. Amendments were made to the rules of procedure and evidence and “Practice Directions” were adopted to allow some of the difficulties encountered in appeals proceedings to be resolved.

“The reform should moreover ensure that the case law of the Appeals Chambers of the Tribunal and ICTR is more consistent and that their working methods are rationalized,” the report says, noting that the cooperation agreement between the two Tribunals will promote an institutional rapprochement of the two Appeals Chambers.

Aiming to initiate a completion strategy for the Tribunal’s mandate, the court has agreed to focus more on the prosecution of the most serious crimes while, under certain conditions, referring some cases to national courts.

The addition of a pool of temporary, or “ad litem,” judges enabled the Tribunal to deal with its cases more rapidly, according to the report, which notes that the court is now operating at full capacity, conducting six simultaneous first instance trials every day.

Judge Jorda is scheduled to brief the Security Council on the court’s work on Tuesday.

* * *
Iraq

23 October – After holding closed-door consultations on the latest diplomatic moves to address the situation in Iraq, members of the United Nations Security Council today decided to continue their talks on Friday. 

Speaking to reporters following the meeting, Ambassador Sergey Lavrov of the Russian Federation voiced his country’s two basic concerns about a draft resolution presented by the United States, namely “the automaticity of the use of force” and “loading [UN weapons] inspectors in spite of their wishes with unimplementable mandates.” 

These two elements were of principal interest to Moscow and had long been communicated to Washington, he said. “Unfortunately, so far we have not seen changes in the text which would take into account these concerns.” 

Ambassador Jeremy Greenstock of the United Kingdom said the text in question “is intended very clearly to be a last chance offer to Iraq.” The message was that Baghdad must “take the inspection process seriously; it’s going to be a tough one but it’s going to be a fair one under UN rules and if you get it wrong, that’s a disaster for you.” 

He added that operative paragraph 12 in the text calls for “a second stage, where the Security Council considers any report from the inspectors that shows trouble and will have a discussion at that point.” 

Ambassador Greenstock cautioned patience, stressing that the process would “take a few more days.” 

Ambassador John D. Negroponte of the United States said there had been “brief, preliminary comments” on the draft before the Council agreed to continue consultations on Friday morning. 

While declining to speculate on when the text might be adopted, he said, “time is going by and I think we all feel that the moment has come to get an added sense of urgency to this question,” and voiced hope that the process would move as quickly as possible. 

The US Ambassador said “most if not all” Council members generally accepted that it would be “useful and important” to have another resolution on Iraq.

* * *

Iraq


24 October – A United Nations panel today paid out more than $469 million worth of claims arising from damage caused by Iraq’s 1990 invasion and subsequent occupation of Kuwait.

The latest awards approved by the Geneva-based UN Compensation Commission will be disbursed to 28 governments for distribution to 708 successful claimants, including individuals, corporations, public sector enterprises and international organizations.

This new payment brings the overall amount of compensation made available by Commission to more than $16 billion. The funds are drawn from a portion of Iraq’s petroleum revenue earned under the UN oil-for-food programme.
* * *

Angola

24 October – Four million people in Angola – or one third of the country’s population – are internally displaced, according to a United Nations report released today.

The UN’s Common Country Assessment for 2002 cites government statistics showing that more than 60 per cent of the population lives below the poverty line, which is equivalent to $1.68 a day.

Life expectancy in Angola is only 42 years, while the country has the second highest under-five mortality rate in the world –  295 per 1,000 live births.

The report, which was made public in Luanda by the UN Humanitarian Coordinator for Angola, Erick de Mul, notes that the new peace in the country pushes to the foreground a series of other deep-seated underlying problems that require urgent attention. The document aims to serve as a strategic framework for UN agencies working in Angola. 


* * *

Anti-racism


24 October – Tackling the global problem of racism requires attention to its root causes, a United Nations human rights expert said today.

Briefing reporters in New York, Doudou Diene, the UN Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance, pledged to promote the implementation of all international treaties aimed at combating those scourges.

At the same time, he stressed the importance of addressing the cultural and historical roots of racism. “We have to get to what I call the archaeology of racism – how is a racist and discriminatory feeling born in different societies, what form does it take, what expressions, what are the value systems which give them strength, and, ultimately, what society has done about this,” he said.

As an example, he quoted from Voltaire, who wrote that “the skin of the Black is such that he is the natural slave of others.” The Special Rapporteur said this was evidence that “even at the highest intellectual level of thinkers, the ideology of discrimination, the perception of the other as inferior, has a long history.”

The tragic events of 11 September demonstrated that when the international community faces difficult conflict situations, “most of the time the attitude is certainly first to express positive feelings of understanding, but immediately – and it is what we are witnessing – [there is a] resurgence of feelings of hatred and discrimination… and the fact that communities and groups are designated as culprits or as the main cause of these tragic events.”

At the request of the UN Commission on Human Rights, the Special Rapporteur said he planned to conduct a preliminary worldwide study on the situation of Muslims and Arabs in the aftermath of 11 September 2001.

Refuting the theory put forward by Samuel Huntington of an inevitable “clash of civilizations,” Mr. Diene said “in the relations between cultures and civilizations, as in the relations between different communities, races and people, historically we know that we have a very complex process whereby conflict is a step to dialogue.” Contact between peoples had never been peaceful; “it has always been a contact of misunderstanding, of misgivings, of bad perceptions.” Dialogue should naturally follow, he added.

Urging implementation of the final documents adopted at the World Conference against Racism, held last year in Durban, South Africa, he called on all governments and societies to join forces towards that end.

* * *

ILO

24 October – Responding to the mounting toll of violence suffered by half of the world’s health workers, two United Nations agencies have teamed up with key international groups to launch a new initiative today aimed at helping health professionals fight fear, assault, humiliation and even homicide where they work.

Setting up a joint task force, the International Labour Organization (ILO), the World Health Organization (WHO), Public Services International (PSI) and the International Council of Nurses (ICN) have conducted research showing that that nearly 25 per cent of all violent incidents at work occur in the health sector, affecting more than 50 per cent of health care workers.


Violence in the health sectors goes well beyond assaults or affronts to the individuals, threatening the quality of health care as well as productivity and development, according to the study. “The consequences of violence at work in the health sector have a significant impact on the effectiveness of health systems, especially in developing countries,” said Vittorio di Martino, who conducted the research.


Women are especially vulnerable. While ambulance staff are reported to be at greatest risk, nurses are three times more likely on average to experience violence in the workplace than other occupational groups. Since most health workers are women, the gender dimension of the problem is evident, the ILO said.


In response, the joint task force has released new guidelines aimed at supporting all those responsible for safety at the workplace, including governments, employers, workers, trade unions, professional bodies and the general public. In addition, the guidelines show how health workers can approach the problem by adopting various types of intervention, minimizing the impact of violence and preventing its recurrence.

* * *

Solomon Islands


24 October – A United Nations team today wrapped up a weeklong visit to the Solomon Islands aimed at helping the country’s government reduce ethnic tension and stop ongoing violence.

Dispatched at the request of Prime Minister Allan Kemakeza, the team heard a wide range of views during talks with government officials, opposition members of Parliament, representatives of civil society, former militants, and members of the diplomatic corps in Honiara. Team members also visited the provincial capitals of Gizo and Auki, and held meetings in eastern Guadacanal.

Based on these talks, the team will formulate proposals for expanding UN activities in the country into such areas as reconciliation, weapons collection and security reform. In making its recommendations, the team will work closely with States of the region as well as the Pacific Islands Forum and the Commonwealth. 

* * *

Foreign investment

24 October – The United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) today predicted that the inflow of world foreign direct investment (FDI) would decline by 27 per cent this year, to about $534 billion, as China overtakes the United States for the first time as the largest recipient of overseas investment in the world.

Reflecting the pattern of 2001, the decline will be larger in developed countries, about 31 per cent, than in developing countries (23 per cent) and Eastern Europe (1 per cent), UNCTAD said. Meanwhile, FDI into 25 developed countries will fall to $349 billion in 2002, down from $503 billion last year, despite 10 of those countries expecting to receive higher inflows. Last year, only three developed countries – France, Italy and Greece – saw an increase in FDI.

The “uncertain economic situation and weak stock market are undermining business confidence, with a sharp impact on cross-border mergers and acquisitions and corporate investment expansion plans,” UNCTAD said, noting that more than half of the 85 countries it surveyed would receive lower FDI flows in 2002 than in 2001.

Completed mergers and acquisitions across borders between January and September 2002 fell by 45 per cent to $250 billion, from $460 billion, for the same period last year, with the decline was most drastic in the United States, which received the largest FDI in 2001. In absolute terms, UNCTAD predicted the largest declines likely to be experienced by the United Kingdom and the United States because foreign firms within the US paid more money to their parent bodies outside of the country than they received from them.

According to UNCTAD, some developing countries and countries in Central and Eastern Europe are less affected by the general global FDI decline because of the competitive pressures faced by transnational corporations in those countries. Those pressures, the UN agency said, are aggravated by the global economic slowdown and the need to cut production costs by operating in less expensive locations.

“This development, and especially the substantial decrease in FDI flows into the US, may conceivably lead to China’s supplanting the US as the single largest recipient of FDI inflows worldwide this year,” UNCTAD said.

* * *

AIDS

24 October – For the first time in its history, the United Nations today issued a set of stamps on AIDS awareness to raise funds to combat the epidemic.  

An extra six cents added onto each special commemorative stamp will be contributed to the Global Fund for AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria championed by Secretary-General Kofi Annan. The stamps will be issued in three denominations – the Swiss franc, United States dollar and euro.

The new stamp, which depicts the UN Secretariat building with a large red AIDS ribbon on its façade, was adapted from a photograph taken by UN photographer Evan Schneider. 


In addition to the special fundraising stamps, the United Nations Postal Administration (UNPA) also issued a set of three regular commemorative stamps under the AIDS awareness theme. 

Also today, UNPA issued a stamp in honour of Switzerland’s joining the UN. This follows the historic Swiss referendum in March, which paved the way for Switzerland to become the UN’s 190th member.

The stamp, a graphic interpretation of a cross and a dove with a Swiss flag in orange and blue tones, was designed by Thierry Clauson. It portrays “vitality, mobility, sensibility,” said the UNPA in its announcement today.

· *** *

_______________________________________________________________________________________




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "Mountain" ��The Guardian (London)  - Mountain cultures in grave danger says UN�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Farms" ��The Mirror  -  Farms take over summit�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Pressure" ��The Scotsman - Mountains threatened by farming pressure�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Problem" ��The Press Association - Mountainous Problems�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Peaks" ��ENS - World's Tallest Peaks Face Climate, Human Threats�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Immutable" ��IPS - Mountains Imposing but not Immutable�


� HYPERLINK  \l "War" ��SAPA - War, fire, farming threaten africa's mountains� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Greenhouse" ��REUTERS - UN: World May Fail to Meet Greenhouse-Gas Targets�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Targets" ��Ottawa attacked unveiling plans on Kyoto targets�
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