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MosNews

Russian Parliament Ratifies Kyoto Protocol
Russia’s lower house of parliament, the State Duma ratified the Kyoto Protocol on Friday.

The bill was passed by 334 votes in favour, 73 against and with two abstentions, Reuters reported. It still has to go through the upper house and be signed into law by its key advocate, President Vladimir Putin. But these are seen as formalities and Friday’s vote in the Duma, controlled by pro-Kremlin parties, is the key to ratification. 

The State Duma’s ratification pushes the 126-nation U.N. accord, aimed at battling global warming, over the threshold of 55 percent of developed nations’ greenhouse gas emissions needed to make it internationally binding after a U.S. pullout in 2001. 

A Greenpeace climate policy adviser Steve Sawyer quoted by the agency called this a “moment in history when humanity faced up to its responsibility.” Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), said the decision was a milestone that “will concentrate the efforts of governments, business and industry on meeting the Kyoto targets and concentrate efforts on how we can deliver the even deeper cuts.”

Kyoto obliges rich nations to cut overall emissions of heat-trapping carbon dioxide by 5.2 percent below 1990 levels by 2008-12 by curbing use of coal, oil and natural gas and shifting to cleaner energies like solar or wind power.
Moscow signed the 1997 Kyoto Protocol in 1999. But it signalled it would ratify it only this year in exchange for EU agreement on the terms of Moscow’s admission to the World Trade Organisation. 

Russia, which accounts for 17 percent of greenhouse gas emissions by developed nations, became the key to Kyoto after the United States pulled out in 2001, saying it was too expensive and wrongly excluded developing nations. 

With Russia, Kyoto will represent 61 percent of emissions against a current 44 percent. The U.S. share is 36 percent.

The Indian Express 

Kyoto Protocol: Russia vote is in

OSLO, OCTOBER 22: After a painful birth with Russian help, the UN’s Kyoto Protocol needs to enlist big-polluting outsiders like the United States, China and India or risk irrelevance in fighting global warming.

Kyoto backers celebrated on Friday after Russia’s State Duma voted for the 1997 accord, salvaging the UN pact after a 2001 US pullout.

Kyoto will enter into force 90 days after Moscow’s ratification formalities are over.

A pilot project to curb greenhouse gases until 2012, Kyoto applies only to developed nations causing about 40 per cent of global emissions of heat-trapping gases.

‘‘We must now redouble efforts to deliver the even deeper cuts in emissions needed,’’ said Klaus Toepfer, head of the UN Environment Programme after the Russian vote.

‘‘The big challenge will be to get involvement by the United States, big developing countries like China, India, Brazil and Indonesia,’’ Paal Prestrud, head of the Center for International Climate and Environmental Research, Oslo.

Chances of involving the US, the world’s top polluter, will improve if Democratic Sen. John Kerry beats President George W. Bush in the November 2 election.

Bush has said that Kyoto was too expensive and unfair for excluding developing nations. —Reuters
__________________________________________________________________________________________
VOA News 

Russian Duma Ratifies Kyoto Protocol

by Bill Gasperini

Moscow

22 October 2004

Russia's lower house of parliament Friday ratified the Kyoto Protocol on global warming.   The action by the State Duma means that the long-delayed treaty may soon come into force despite opposition from major countries, including the United States.   

Duma deputies voted overwhelmingly to adopt the Kyoto Protocol just a few weeks after Russian President Vladimir Putin announced he backed the long-delayed treaty aimed at easing the problem of global warming.

The Kyoto ratification bill must still be approved by the upper house of parliament and signed by Mr. Putin, but this is considered a virtual certainty.

The vote follows several years of often-heated debate within the Russian government, with many prominent politicians saying the treaty would cause harm to Russia's economy.

Moscow signed the protocol five years ago and had come under strong pressure to ratify from the European Union, which has long been a strong proponent of the agreement.  As an incentive, the EU last May promised it will back Russia's admission into the World Trade Organization in exchange for Moscow's ratification of the Kyoto treaty.

Russia might also earn billions of dollars by "selling" excess emissions from its allowable quota to other countries with greater emission levels.

But Valery Dragonov, chairman of the Duma committee on economic policy, says most deputies viewed their action both in political and ecological terms.   

He says in his opinion Russia bears responsibility for the state of affairs in the world's economy, and in the world's ecology.   This responsibility, he says, has been confirmed by this ratification." 

Named for a conference in Kyoto, Japan, where it was drafted more than a decade ago, the document seeks to roll back greenhouse gas emissions to below levels in 1990.  With Russia's ratification, the Kyoto protocol would secure the backing of countries accounting for at least 55 percent of 1990 global level emissions, and allow the pact to go into force.

Scientists around the world agree on the worrisome rise in global temperatures, but there is a continuing debate about the causes of global warming.

Both the United States and Australia oppose the treaty, saying it is flawed and would be detrimental to economic growth.   
_________________________________________________________________________________________

PBS


October 22, 2004, 2:55pm EDT

RUSSIAN DUMA APPROVES KYOTO PROTOCOL

Russia's state Duma on Friday ratified the Kyoto Protocol, which aims to fight global warming, giving the global pact a good chance of being enacted and boosting Russia's chance at joining the World Trade Organization.

The Duma, the lower house of parliament, voted 334-73 to ratify the treaty. The Kyoto Protocol calls for developed nations to lower the emissions of six key greenhouse gases to 5.2 percent below the levels of 1990 within eight years by curbing use of coal, oil and natural gas and shifting to cleaner energies like solar and wind power.

The U.N. accord is already backed by 126 countries, but it needed Russia's support to make it internationally binding after the United States, the world's biggest polluter, pulled out in 2001. President Bush has said the treaty is "in many ways unrealistic," and argued that "arbitrary and non-scientific environmental goals" would hurt the U.S. economy.

Russia's upper house is expected to approve the measure Wednesday, and President Vladimir Putin is expected to sign it.

If all goes as anticipated, the environmental treaty will have passed the required threshold of countries and emissions levels, and will go into effect 90 days after Russia's ratification.

Putin favors the Kyoto Protocol because he believes it could strengthen Russia's international power. In May, the Russian president promised to swiftly ratify the protocol if the European Union supported his request to join the World Trade Organization.

"By ratifying the Kyoto Protocol, Russia in fact is strengthening its international authority and becoming an ecological leader," Vladimir Grachev, chairman of the Duma's ecology committee, told the chamber before the vote, the AP reported.

Russia's presidential economic adviser is strongly opposed to the protocol, but other Russian officials do not believe the treaty's restrictions will hurt the country's economy.

Russia's minister for economic development and trade, German Gref, said the protocol could help modernize Russian industry.

The Kyoto Protocol would "open up the possibility of significantly solving [Russia's] problems of energy efficiency, energy supply and adaptation to climatic changes by receiving in fact free international resources," Grachev said, the AP reported.

Supporters of the protocol applauded Russia's decision but said the treaty still needs help from big-polluting countries such as the U.S., China and India. Otherwise, the protocol would be irrelevant in its aim to combat global warming.

"The big challenge will be to get involvement by the United States, big developing countries like China, India, Brazil and Indonesia," said Paal Prestrud, head of the Center for International Climate and Environmental Research.

Some scientists warn there could be a catastrophic rise in temperatures unless action is taken to stop global warming. The Kyoto Protocol aims to curb the greenhouse gases causing the global warming but it will not solve the entire problem, experts said.

"We must now redouble efforts to deliver the even deeper cuts in emissions needed," said Klaus Toepfer, head of the U.N. Environment Programme, the AP reported.

-- Compiled from wire reports and other media sources

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Russia set to ratify Kyoto pact

RUSSIA: October 25, 2004

MOSCOW - Russia's parliament is due to ratify the Kyoto Protocol, the last hurdle before the long-delayed climate change treaty comes into force worldwide.

Ratification is a certainty after parliamentary speaker Boris Gryzlov, quoted by Interfax news agency, said the dominant, pro-Kremlin party in the State Duma would back it.

"We understand that without Russia's participation in the protocol, it cannot begin to work," he said last week.

Russian ratification will push the 126-nation U.N. accord, aimed at battling global warming, over the threshold of 55 percent of developed nations' greenhouse gas emissions needed to make it internationally binding after a U.S. pullout in 2001.

After Duma approval last week, the bill still has to go through the upper house and be signed into law by its key advocate, President Vladimir Putin.

Environmentalists are confident of ratification but say the pact is only the start of a lot of hard work needed to counter the dangers of climate change.

"We must build on the Kyoto Protocol, and seek agreement for the much deeper emissions reductions required to put us on a path towards a real solution to the threat of dangerous climate change," Greenpeace climate policy adviser Steve Sawyer said in a statement ahead of the vote.

Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), said a positive vote would be a milestone that "will concentrate the efforts of governments, business and industry on meeting the Kyoto targets and concentrate efforts on how we can deliver the even deeper cuts."

Rising global temperatures have been linked to extreme weather patterns, including droughts and flooding which are seen by some as a spark for regional conflicts.

Moscow signed the 1997 Kyoto Protocol in 1999, but delayed ratifying it until May this year in exchange for EU agreement on the terms of Moscow's admission to the World Trade Organisation.

Russia, which accounts for 17 percent of world greenhouse gas emissions, became the key to Kyoto's future after the United States pulled out of the agreement.

Proponents of Kyoto say that apart from improving the environment worldwide, the pact would force Russia to upgrade its industry to new standards.

They also believe Russia, whose smokestack industries have cut emissions by about 30 percent since the collapse of the Soviet Union, could earn billions of dollars by selling excess quotas for gas emissions to polluters abroad.

But opponents insist new emission limits could constrain Russia's economic growth and undermine Putin's plan to double gross domestic product in 10 years.

Russian debates reflect worldwide arguments over the pact.

Supporters of Kyoto believe Russia's ratification could help Europe's cause of persuading the United States to reconsider its rejection of the pact.

"We have a completely new momentum in the debate," said European Environment Commissioner Margot Wallstrom. "This will continue to raise the debate level in the U.S."

Gryzlov told Itar-Tass news agency last week he expected no problems with Kyoto ratification and suggested that if the assessment of the pact's impact on Russia proved wrong, things could be fixed later.

_______________________________________________________________________________________

The New Zealand Herald

Russia's lower house of parliament ratifies Kyoto Protocol

Russia's lower house of parliament has ratified the Kyoto Protocol, clearing the way for the long-delayed climate change pact to come into force worldwide.

The UN accord aimed at battling global warming is already backed by 126 countries, but it needed Russia's support to make it internationally binding after the United States, the world's biggest polluter, pulled out in 2001.

"We'll toast the Duma with vodka tonight," Greenpeace climate policy adviser Steve Sawyer said.

The 1997 Kyoto Protocol obliges rich nations to cut overall emissions of heat-trapping carbon dioxide by 5.2 per cent below 1990 levels by 2008-12 by curbing use of coal, oil and natural gas and shifting to cleaner energies like solar or wind power.

"The entry into force of Kyoto is the biggest step forward in environmental politics and law we have ever seen," said Jennifer Morgan, director of the WWF conservation group's climate change programme.

To come into force, the pact needed to be ratified by countries accounting for at least 55 per cent of developed nations' greenhouse gas emissions.

Russia, which accounts for 17 per cent, became the key to Kyoto after the US pull out.

Washington said the pact was too costly and unfairly exempted large rapidly industrialising countries such as China and India.

But EU Commission President Romano Prodi said Russia's backing would put additional pressure on the United States to reconsider its position.

"The Kyoto Protocol may not be perfect but it is the only effective tool that is available to the international community," he said in a statement.

"The United States should not abstain from the one fight that is crucial for the future of mankind."

Russia's Duma passed the Kyoto bill by 334 votes in favour, with 73 against and two abstentions. The upper house will consider Kyoto on October 27, Interfax news agency said. After that it will go to President Vladimir Putin who will have up to two weeks to sign it.

These steps are seen as formalities after Friday's vote in the Duma, which is controlled by pro-Kremlin parties.

EXTREME WEATHER

Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), said the decision would help concentrate global efforts on meeting Kyoto's targets.

But he added that "the goal of stabilising the climate and securing the stability of the planet is however a long way off".

Rising global temperatures have been linked to extreme weather including droughts, flooding and higher sea levels, which some see as possible sparks for regional conflicts.

But critics of Kyoto say the pact will cost trillions of dollars and have scant impact unless countries like China get involved.

"There are far more important problems to address like HIV, malaria, malnutrition and ways to improve free trade," said Bjorn Lomborg, the Danish author of "The Skeptical Environmentalist" who reckons Kyoto is money badly spent.

Russia signed the Protocol in 1999. But it only signalled it would ratify it this year in exchange for EU agreement on the terms of Moscow's admission to the World Trade Organisation.

With Russia, Kyoto will represent 61 per cent of developed nations' emissions. The US share is 36 per cent.

Supporters say that apart from improving the environment, Kyoto will force Russia to upgrade its industry.

But opponents in Russia say emission limits could undermine Putin's plan to double gross domestic product in 10 years.

Under Kyoto, countries which succeed in cutting emissions below their targets can sell their spare capacity.

This means that Russia, which has seen emissions fall by about 38 per cent with the closure of factories following the collapse of the Soviet Union, could earn billions of dollars by selling excess quotas to polluters abroad.

Volumes in EU markets for carbon allowances have surged since Russia signalled it would ratify the pact. Prices have been relatively stable around 8.90 euros a tonne of carbon dioxide equivalent.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Kyoto saved but bigger challenges from 2012

NORWAY: October 25, 2004

OSLO - After a painful birth with Russian help, the U.N.'s Kyoto protocol needs to enlist big-polluting outsiders like the United States, China and India or risk irrelevance in fighting global warming.

Kyoto backers celebrated last week after Russia's State Duma lower house of parliament voted for the 1997 accord, salvaging the U.N. pact after a 2001 U.S. pullout. Kyoto will enter into force 90 days after Moscow's ratification formalities are over.

A pilot project to curb greenhouse gases until 2012, Kyoto applies only to developed nations causing about 40 percent of global emissions of heat-trapping gases.

It will be a pinprick in braking what experts say could be a catastrophic rise in temperatures.

"We must now redouble efforts to deliver the even deeper cuts in emissions needed," said Klaus Toepfer, head of the U.N. Environment Programme after the Russian vote.

"The big challenge will be to get involvement by the United States, big developing countries like China, India, Brazil and Indonesia," Paal Prestrud, head of the Centre for International Climate and Environmental Research, Oslo.

The chances of involving the United States, the world's top polluter, will improve if Democratic Senator John Kerry beats President George W. Bush in the November 2 election. Bush said Kyoto was too expensive and unfair for excluding developing nations.

Other rich nations agreed to go ahead anyway, reckoning that their factories, power plants and cars have been the main source of carbon dioxide, blamed for driving up temperatures by blanketing the planet.

Under Kyoto, developed countries will have to cut overall emissions of carbon dioxide by at least five percent below 1990 levels by 2008-12. Nations including China and India have ratified Kyoto but have no targets to meet by 2012.

BLUEPRINT

Still, Jennifer Morgan of the WWF conservation group said Kyoto laid down a blueprint.

"It will be much more difficult for (non-Kyoto) countries like the United States or Australia to bring in other less ambitious proposals ... With Kyoto you have a system of binding caps," she said.

And oil at $50 a barrel may help developing nations focus on cutting down on burning fossil fuels and switching to cleaner technology.

The United Nations projects that temperatures may rise by 1.4-5.8 Celsius by the year 2100. That may spur catastrophic changes that could raise sea levels, swamp low-lying states, bring desertification and floods that may trigger famines or spread diseases.

Even if fully implemented to 2012, Kyoto would only curb the projected rise in temperatures by 0.15 C, requiring far deeper cuts likely to cost trillions of dollars.

The United States alone accounts for about a fifth of world carbon dioxide emissions from human sources. China is number two and India and Brazil are also among the top 10.

Prestrud said the world needed to develop clean technology in a global effort equivalent to the U.S. Apollo project that put Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin on the moon in 1969.

But critics say Kyoto is based on shoddy science and that trillions of dollars could be better spent on combating diseases like AIDS or malaria.

Story by Alister Doyle, Environment Correspondent

REUTERS NEWS SERVICE

_________________________________________________________________________________________

TerraDaily

UNEP welcomes Russian ratification of Kyoto, invites US

NAIROBI (AFP) Oct 22, 2004
United Nations Environment ProgrammeExecutive Director Klaus Toepfer on Friday welcomed the Russian parliament's decision to ratify the Kyoto protocol and call on the United States to follow suit.

"The fight against climate change has been under starters orders for far too long. But it is finally out of the blocks and running as a result of this very welcome decision to ratify by the Russian parliament," Toepfer said in a statement.

Toepfer urged nations party to the treaty to further cut their emissions, saying efforts to stabilise the world's climate needed to be redoubled.

"This long-term effort must also consider the role developing countries could play, especially those rapidly developing countries whose emissions are growing," Toepfer added.

The UNEP chief urged the United States to consider following Russia's footsteps and ratify the UN treaty on climate change.

"The United States has declined to ratify Kyoto, but we must keep the dialogue open so that this key country can hear, and hopefully be eventually won over, to the sound argument that combating climate change makes both environmental and economic sense," Toepfer added.

The treaty legally commits industrialised countries to trimming output of six "greenhouse" gases that trap the sun's heat, gradually warming the Earth's surface and changing its delicately-balanced climate system.

Since it was first drafted in 1997, Kyoto became a tug-of-war between the European Union, which strongly supported it, and the United States, which washed its hands of the treaty after US President George W. Bush assumed office in 2001.
_________________________________________________________________________________________

UN News Centre

UN official welcomes Russian parliament’s ratification of climate change accord

22 October 2004 – The head of the United Nations environment agency today welcomed the decision by the Russian Duma to ratify the Kyoto Protocol, paving the way for the climate change treaty to go into effect.

The fight against climate change “is finally out of the blocks and running as a result of this very welcome decision to ratify by the Russian Parliament,” said Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP).

“The winning tape, in other words the goal of stabilizing the climate and securing the stability of the planet, is, however, a long way off and we must now redouble efforts to deliver the even deeper cuts in emissions needed,” he added.

To enter into force 55 Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change must ratify the Protocol, including developed countries whose combined 1990 emissions of carbon dioxide exceed 55 per cent of that group’s total. Russia, with 17 per cent of the emissions, would push the amount beyond the threshold, according to the Convention’s secretariat.

Though the United States has not ratified the pact, Mr. Toepfer said, “We must keep the dialogue open so that this key country can hear, and hopefully be eventually won over, to the sound argument that combating climate change makes both environmental and economic sense.”

The UNEP chief also dismissed the notion that the United States is doing nothing to address climate change, noting that some 20 states are adopting or have adopted strategies to reduce emissions.

“There is also a great deal of interest and activity within American business and industry to develop new, more efficient energy systems and to participate in the new global trading emission trading mechanisms that are being developed as a result of Kyoto,” he added.

________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Moscow lauded for ratifying Kyoto
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Putin's backing for Kyoto has been vital


Environmentalists have hailed the Russian parliament's ratification of the Kyoto Protocol on climate change as a huge step forward. 
Russia's lower house, the State Duma, voted 334-73 to approve the treaty, meaning enough nations have signed up to bring it officially into force. 
"We'll toast the Duma with vodka tonight," a Greenpeace activist said. 
However Washington said it still does not intend to adopt the pact, which calls for cuts in greenhouse gases. 
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The United States should not abstain from the one fight that is crucial for the future of mankind 

European Commission President Romano Prodi 


"We do not believe that the Kyoto Protocol is something that is realistic for the United States and we have no intention of signing or ratifying it," State Department spokesman Adam Ereli said. 
The protocol still has to pass through Russia's upper parliament and be signed into law by President Vladimir Putin. 
Both further stages should be a formality, says the BBC's Sarah Rainsford in Moscow, meaning the Kyoto protocol could get final approval from Russia within the month. 
Tipping the balance 
Russia's move was hailed by activists. 
"The entry into force of Kyoto is the biggest step forward in environmental politics and law we have ever seen," said Jennifer Morgan, director of the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) conservation group's climate change programme. 
But some, like Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), noted that even with Kyoto up and running, "the goal of stabilising the climate and securing the stability of the planet is however a long way off". 
European Commission President Romano Prodi said: "The Kyoto Protocol may not be perfect but it is the only effective tool that is available to the international community." 
"The United States should not abstain from the one fight that is crucial for the future of mankind." 
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Kyoto 'won't hit' Russian economy 


The US, world's biggest polluter, pulled out of the treaty in 2001. 
Friends of the Earth International called for "international pressure" to encourage the US and Australia to join.
For Russia, backing the pact is more a political move than an environmental one, our correspondent says. 
President Putin agreed to fast-track the ratification of Kyoto in May, when the EU promised to support Russia in its bid to join the World Trade Organisation. 
However, some officials have argued it could hinder Russia's economic growth. 
Buying and selling
Although it was adopted nearly seven years ago, the Kyoto Protocol could only come into force when ratified by developed nations that account for at least 55% of global greenhouse emissions. 
After the US pulled out, that figure could only be reached with the support of Russia, which accounts for 17% of world emissions. 
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Scientists say greenhouses gases may have to be cut by up to 60%


Within 90 days of Russia's ratification, Kyoto signatories must start making cuts that will reduce emissions of six key greenhouse gases to an average of 5.2% below 1990 levels by 2012. 
Countries which fail to meet the targets will face penalties and the prospect of having to make deeper cuts in future. 
BBC science analyst Tracey Logan notes that many experts believe that Kyoto will be largely ineffective as the world's two biggest emitters, the US and China, will not cut their outputs. 
Although China did sign the protocol, as a developing country it is not yet required to begin reducing emissions. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

The Age

Russia signs Kyoto climate accord

October 23, 2004 - 11:05AM


Russia's Duma ratified the Kyoto Protocol today, clearing the way for the long-delayed climate change pact to come into force worldwide.

The State Duma's ratification pushes the 126-nation UN accord, aimed at battling global warming, over the threshold of 55 per cent of developed nations' greenhouse gas emissions needed to make it internationally binding after a US pullout in 2001.

"We'll toast the Duma with vodka tonight," Greenpeace climate policy adviser Steve Sawyer said in a statement ahead of the expected vote in favour of the pact.

The bill was passed in the lower house of parliament by 334 votes in favour, with 73 against and two abstentions.

It still has to go through the upper house and be signed into law by its key advocate, President Vladimir Putin. But these are seen as formalities, and today's vote in the Duma, controlled by pro-Kremlin parties, is the key to ratification.

Hailing the decision "as the moment in history when humanity faced up to its responsibility", Sawyer said the international community now had to build on the Kyoto Protocol to agree on much deeper emissions reductions.

Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), said the decision was a milestone that "will concentrate the efforts of governments, business and industry on meeting the Kyoto targets and concentrate efforts on how we can deliver the even deeper cuts".

Kyoto obliges rich nations to cut overall emissions of heat-trapping carbon dioxide by 5.2 per cent below 1990 levels by 2008-12 by curbing use of coal, oil and natural gas and shifting to cleaner energies like solar or wind power.

Rising global temperatures have been linked to extreme weather patterns, including droughts, flooding and rising sea levels which are seen by some as possible sparks for regional conflicts.

Moscow signed the 1997 Kyoto Protocol in 1999. But it signalled it would ratify it only this year in exchange for EU agreement on the terms of Moscow's admission to the World Trade Organisation.

Russia, which accounts for 17 per cent of greenhouse gas emissions by developed nations, became the key to Kyoto after the United States pulled out in 2001, saying it was too expensive and wrongly excluded developing nations.

With Russia, Kyoto will represent 61 per cent of emissions against a current 44 per cent. The US share is 36 per cent.

Proponents of Kyoto say that, apart from improving the environment worldwide, the pact would force Russia to upgrade its industry to new standards.

The United States said today it had no plans to follow Russia's lead and sign the Kyoto climate protocol.

''We have no intention of signing or ratifying it. We have not changed our views,'' said deputy State Department spokesman Adam Ereli.

The European Union had earlier called on the United States to follow Russia's ratification of the accord aimed at lessening the impact of climate change.

And the Australian Conservation Foundation (ACF) has warned big polluting companies their continued lobbying of the federal government to oppose the Kyoto Protocol was risking jobs in the renewable energy industry.

The warning follows Russia's ratification of the international global warming agreement overnight, ensuring it will now take effect.

Prime Minister John Howard has also refused to ratify the protocol, saying it would disadvantage Australian industry and cost jobs.

He has said Australia will reach its Kyoto benchmarks without signing the treaty.
_________________________________________________________________________________________

	


The Herald (Glasgow), 

October 23, 2004 
HEADLINE: Russia signs pact on climate change;Pressure on US to sign grows as Kyoto accord comes into force

BYLINE: Oleg Shchedrov Moscow

BODY:
Russia's lower house of parliament ratified the Kyoto protocol yesterday, clearing the way for the long-delayed climate change pact to come into force worldwide.

The state duma move pushes the 126-nation UN accord, aimed at battling global warming, over the threshold of 55% of developed nations' greenhouse gas emissions needed to make it internationally binding after a US pullout in 2001.

"We'll toast the duma with vodka tonight," said Steve Sawyer, Greenpeace climate policy adviser. The bill passed by 334 to 73. 

Kyoto will go into force 90 days after it passes the upper house and is signed by Vladimir Putin, the president, who is its key advocate. These steps are seen as formalities.

"The entry into force of Kyoto is the biggest step forward in environmental politics and law we have ever seen," said Jennifer Morgan, director of the WWF conservation group's climate change programme.

Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep), said the decision was a milestone that "will concentrate the efforts of governments, business and industry on meeting the Kyoto targets and concentrate efforts on how we can deliver the even deeper cuts".

"The goal of stabilising the climate and securing the stability of the planet is however a long way off," he said.

Kyoto obliges rich nations to cut overall emissions of heat-trapping carbon dioxide by 5.2% below 1990 levels by 2008-12 by curbing use of coal, oil and natural gas and shifting to cleaner energies like solar or wind power.

Rising global temperatures have been linked to extreme weather including droughts, flooding and rising sea levels, which some see as possible sparks for regional conflicts.

Moscow signed the protocol in 1999, but signalled it would ratify it only in exchange for EU agreement on the terms of Russia's admission to the World Trade Organisation.

Russia, which accounts for 17% of greenhouse gas emissions by developed nations, became the key to Kyoto after the United States pulled out in 2001, saying it was too expensive and wrongly excluded developing nations.

Critics say it will cost trillions of pounds and have scant impact unless countries like China or India get involved.

"There are far more important problems to address like HIV, malaria, malnutrition and ways to improve free trade," said Bjorn Lomborg, Danish author of the Sceptical Environmentalist, who believes Kyoto is money badly spent.

With Russia, Kyoto will represent 61% of developed nations' emissions against the current 44%. The US share is 36%.

Proponents say that apart from improving the environment, Kyoto would also force Russia to upgrade its industry.

They also say Russia, whose smokestack industries have cut emissions by about 38% since the collapse of the Soviet Union, could earn billions by selling excess quotas for gas emissions to polluters abroad.

Volumes in EU markets for carbon allowances have surged since Russia signalled it would ratify last month.

Opponents insist new emission limits could constrain Russia's economic growth and undermine Putin's plan to double gross domestic product in 10 years.

At the headquarters of the European Union, which has long pressured Russia to adopt the pact, officials opened a bottle of Russian sparkling wine on learning of the vote.

"The Kyoto protocol may not be perfect, but it is the only effective tool that is available to the international community," said Romano Prodi, the European Commission president.

"You cannot ignore more than 126 countries that have ratified," said Margot Wallstrom, the environment commissioner and one of the pact's strongest advocates. "How long can the United States stand aside?"

Britain welcomed the Russian move. "This is an important step towards implementation of the protocol, both in Russia and beyond," said Bill Rammell, a Foreign Office minister.

"Russia's leadership on Kyoto is extremely timely as we move towards this year's climate change negotiations in Buenos Aires in December," he added. "The UK has long supported Kyoto as crucial to tackling global warming. We look forward to continuing to co-operate closely with Russia on practical implementation of the Kyoto protocol."-Reuters

GRAPHIC: LET IT SINK IN: Greenpeace activists in Hamburg, Germany, put up a 12ft tall replica of the Statue of Liberty in the Alster estuary as a protest against the US government's refusal to sign the Kyoto protocol on reducing global greenhouse gas emissions. Russia's parliament ratified the protocol yesterday. Picture: Patrick Lux/EPA
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The Independent (London),
 October 23, 2004

HEADLINE: KYOTO TREATY TO BE BINDING AFTER RUSSIAN RATIFICATION

HIGHLIGHT:

Advisers fear the effect of Kyoto on Russia's economy, but the Duma wants it to be an ecological leader'

BODY:

ENVIRONMENTALISTS HAILED Russia as the world's ecological saviour yesterday after the Russian parliament made good on President Vladimir Putin's promise to endorse the Kyoto climate change pact. Yesterday's vote will see the UN treaty take effect early next year.

The world's industrialised countries (with the exception of America, the largest polluter) will have to cut their collective emissions of six greenhouse gases to 5.2 per cent below 1990 levels in eight years or face stiff penalties and global humiliation.

Russian MPs voted in favour of ratification by 334 to 73, taking their lead from Mr Putin, whose cabinet approved the pact last month. Calling the decision "the moment in history when humanity faced up to its responsibility," Greenpeace's climate policy adviser, Steve Sawyer, praised Russia's environmental credentials. "We'll toast the Duma Russian parliament with vodka tonight," he said.

Vladimir Grachev, chairman of the Duma's environmental committee, told the lower house that it was a proud moment for Russia. "By ratifying the Kyoto protocol, Russia is strengthening its international authority and becoming an ecological leader," he said.

Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the UN Environment Programme, said the decision was a milestone that "will concentrate the efforts of governments, business and industry on meeting the Kyoto targets and concentrate efforts on how we can deliver even deeper cuts".

Russia's upper house still has to ratify the pact and Mr Putin sign it into law, but both are seen as being merely procedural. Yesterday's vote was billed as the one that counted despite the fact that the Duma is largely Kremlin-controlled.

Mr Putin signalled that Russia would sign on the dotted line in May, making it clear that EU support for Russia's bid to join the World Trade Organisation (WTO) had been influential. "We support the Kyoto process," he said at the time. "The fact that the EU has met us halfway in negotiations on the WTO could not but have helped Moscow's positive attitude to the question of ratifying the Kyoto protocol."

Mr Putin decided to back the pact in the face of often fierce domestic opposition, including stinging criticism of the treaty from one of his own advisers. Two reports - one by the country's academy of sciences and another by a senior policy adviser - recommended he reject because it would cause irreparable damage to Russia's economy. Andrei Illarionov, an adviser to Mr Putin on economic matters, was particularly negative, angering Jewish groups by likening it to a "global Auschwitz", whose main purpose was to stifle economic growth.

The importance of Russia's ratification cannot be overstated. With America's continued refusal to ratify Kyoto Russia, responsible for 17 per cent of the world's greenhouse gas emissions, essentially had the casting vote. To enter into force the pact needed to be ratified by developed countries responsible for 55 per cent of the world's emissions. That figure was 44 per cent before Russia came on board; now it is 61 per cent.

Greenpeace warned against complacency yesterday, calling for new global warming talks, greater lobbying of America over the issue and for governments to go beyond Kyoto and make even deeper cuts in emissions. "We now need to roll up our sleeves and work to build on the Kyoto protocol to ensure that the industrial revolution of the 20th century will be followed by a clean energy revolution of equal magnitude for the 21st century," Stephen Tindale, the organisation's executive director, said.

Not everyone welcomed the Russian move, however. Bjorn Lomborg, the notoriously sceptical Danish author, said that the world had far more pressing problems with which to deal such as "HIV, malaria, malnutrition and ways to improve free trade."

LOAD-DATE: October 22, 2004

_________________________________________________________________________________________
BBC

'Environment threat' to Caucasus

Disputes over natural resources and the extent of environmental degradation may worsen tension in parts of the southern Caucasus, an international team says. 
A report by the UN and the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe says old weaponry is another problem. 

It says rapidly swelling numbers in the area's capitals and how to share water resources are key regional concerns. 

But the report also says environmental problems can be a catalyst for security if the political will is forthcoming. 
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Environmental stress and change could undermine security in the three South Caucasian countries 

Frits Schlingemann, Unep 


The report is entitled Environment And Security: Transforming Risks Into Cooperation - The Case Of The Southern Caucasus. 

It was prepared by the OSCE, the United Nations Development Programme and the UN Environment Programme. 

The report says environmental degradation and access to natural resources could deepen contention in areas of existing conflicts in Abkhazia, South Ossetia, Nagorno-Karabakh and adjacent regions of Azerbaijan. 

Hopeful signs 

It says the militarised situation also hampers waste management and disposal, and the maintenance and renovation of irrigation and hydroelectric dams, constraining economic growth. 

But it says environmental cooperation can be a basis for international peace-building, and for post-conflict reconciliation and reconstruction. 
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Mount Ararat overlooks a troubled Caucasus


The report says "a convincing body of work" has shown that countries are likelier to cooperate than to fight over control of international river basins. 

Frits Schlingemann, director of Unep's European office, said: "The assessment demonstrated that in the worst case environmental stress and change could undermine security in the three South Caucasian countries. 

"However, sound environmental management and technical co-operation could also be a means for strengthening security while promoting sustainable development if the three governments would decide to do so." 

Shared worries 

The report forms part of a wider effort, the Environment and Security (Envsec) Initiative, which is run jointly by the three agencies in the Caucasus, south-eastern Europe and Central Asia. 

The report concentrates on what it says are three areas of common concern for Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia: 

· environmental degradation and access to natural resources in areas of conflict 

· management of cross-border environmental concerns including water resources, natural hazards, and industrial and military legacies 

· population growth and rapid development in capital cities. 

The report says the methods and effectiveness of agreeing how to share water resources - both surface and underground and including the Caspian and Black Seas - are key concerns. 

It is also worried about the disposal of abandoned Soviet weapons and chemicals and the reclamation of contaminated lands in the region. 

Emerging problems 

Kalman Mizsei of UNDP said: "The Southern Caucasus countries are confronted by similar social, political and economic transformations that are altering century-old relationships within and between them, and shaping their development. 
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Campaigners are worried about the disposal of weapons


"Each of these transformations both has an impact on and could be affected by the state of the natural environment." 

Roy Reeve, the head of the OSCE mission to Georgia, said: "We are facing a variety of non-traditional threats to security posed by socio-economic and environmental issues. 

"The OSCE has a duty to identify these threats... The ENVSEC Initiative... is assisting us in fulfilling this mandate."

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Le Monde

Kyoto : le "oui" de Moscou salué par les écologistes

LEMONDE.FR | 22.10.04 | 19h40 
Le Programme des Nations unies pour l'environnement, ainsi que nombre d'associations écologistes ont salué, vendredi 22 octobre, le lancement par Moscou du processus de ratification du protocole de Kyoto. Tous se sont tournés vers les Etats-Unis, qui ont refusé de signer l'accord.

Les écologistes ont salué le "oui" de Moscou à la ratification du protocole de Kyoto. Plusieurs organisations ont profité de cet événement pour pointer l'"isolement" des Etats-Unis, qui ont refusé de signer cet accord sur le climat.

"Depuis la ratification par les Quinze de l'Union européenne (au printemps 2002), c'est le premier pas significatif qui est accompli en vue de faire entrer Kyoto en vigueur", estime dans un communiqué la coalition d'ONG écologistes "Réseau action climat". 



La décision russe est "un signal fort qui va donner un nouveau souffle aux négociations climatiques qui reprendront en décembre à Buenos Aires", a ajouté ce réseau.

LES ÉTATS-UNIS MONTRÉS DU DOIGT
De leur côté, Les Amis de la Terre, l'un des trois grands réseaux écologistes mondiaux avec Greenpeace et le WWF (Fonds mondial pour la nature), ont estimé que la décision russe "allait mettre la pression sur les Etats-Unis tout comme sur l'Australie, qui ont refusé de ratifier le protocole de Kyoto". Ils ont cependant rappelé que celui-ci ne constituait qu'un "premier pas" dans la lutte contre le changement climatique.

Greenpeace a estimé plus tôt dans la journée que "l'administration Bush était sur la touche" et que "le reste du monde allait pouvoir désormais avancer et commencer à combattre le changement climatique", qui est "la plus grande menace" écologique de la planète.

Même son de cloche chez le WWF, pour lequel la décision russe est "une nouvelle indication que l'administration Bush est isolée dans sa politique" climatique, selon la directrice américaine du dossier, Jennifer Morgan. "La Russie va s'ajouter aux 125 pays" qui ont déjà ratifié le protocole et estiment que "la lutte contre le changement climatique passe par une action à l'échelon international", a ajouté Mme Morgan.

LES EFFORTS DOIVENT ÊTRE REDOUBLÉS
Dans un communiqué, le directeur exécutif du Programme des Nations unies pour l'environnement, Klaus Toepfer, a salué lui aussi la décision de la Douma et invité Washington à suivre cet exemple.

"Le combat contre le changement climatique a été velléitaire trop longtemps. Mais il s'engage finalement (...), et le résultat est cette décision bienvenue prise par le Parlement russe de ratifier" le protocole de Kyoto, a déclaré M. Toepfer.

"Les Etats-Unis ont refusé de ratifier le protocole de Kyoto, mais nous devons maintenir le dialogue pour que ce pays-clé puisse entendre, et puisse finalement surmonter (son refus de signer) et se ranger à l'argument suivant lequel le combat contre le changement climatique a un sens au point de vue environnemental et économique", a-t-il ajouté.

Il a par ailleurs souligné que les efforts visant à stabiliser le climat dans le monde devaient être redoublés et que "cet effort à long terme" devait également concerner les pays en voie de développement.

Avec AFP et Reuters
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Le Figaro

Kyoto: pression sur les Américains, selon le ministre français de l'Ecologie 

[dimanche 24 octobre 2004 - 18h47 heure de Paris] 

	


Les principaux pays émetteurs de gaz à effet de serre 
© AFP/Infographie


PARIS (AFP) - Le ministre de l'Ecologie, Serge Lepeltier, a déclaré dimanche qu'il fallait "progressivement faire pression sur les Américains" pour les amener à ratifier le protocole de Kyoto, comme la Russie s'apprête à le faire. 

Il a, de nouveau, qualifié "d'historique" le vote vendredi du projet de loi de ratification du protocole de Kyoto par la Douma, la chambre des députés russe. La ratification russe ne sera toutefois effective qu'après notification du feu vert russe à l'Onu par le président Vladimir Poutine. 
Maintenant, il faut "absolument toute faire pour remettre autour de la table les Etats-Unis" qui "sont le seul grand pays au monde qui n'a pas ratifié le protocole de Kyoto", a déclaré le ministre à radio J. 

"Quel que soit le président qui sera élu, il faut que nous travaillions avec les Américains pour les réintroduire dans le processus", a-t-il ajouté. 

Les Américains sont maintenant les "seuls à dire non à un processus vertueux et là l'opinion américaine va progressivement se saisir de cette question", a-t-il espéré. 

Il a misé aussi sur l'impact de l'entrée en vigueur, début 2005, du protocole de Kyoto qui va s'appliquer à 450 millions d'habitants "donc 450 millions de consommateurs", en Europe. 

Les entreprises américaines présentes en Europe "vont donc devoir développer des technologies qui leur permettent de respecter Kyoto en émettant moins de gaz à effets de serre". Et celles qui ne sont pas présentes sur le marché européen vont voir des entreprises européennes "développer des nouvelles technologies", a-t-il expliqué, comptant sur l'effet d'entraînement. 

"Je suis persuadé, a-t-il ajouté, que les entreprises américaines n'accepteront pas que les entreprises européennes prennent un temps d'avance sur des technologies extrêmement importantes pour l'avenir". 

Le protocole de Kyoto, un accord international sur la réduction des émissions de gaz à effet de serre a été conclu en 1997. En raison de ses règles de ratification, son sort dépendait de la Russie depuis le rejet du traité par les Etats-Unis en mars 2001.
Liberation

Kyoto éclôt à Moscou

Le protocole de Kyoto va mieux. A Moscou, la Douma a voté vendredi sa ratification à une écrasante majorité. Son entrée en vigueur restait suspendue depuis de longs mois à la bonne volonté de Moscou: il doit être ratifié par 55 Etats pesant au moins 55 % des émissions de gaz à effet de serre (GES) des pays industrialisés. Les 17 % émis par la Russie font passer le seuil. Le protocole aura force de loi 90 jours après le dépôt des documents russes à l'ONU.

La Russie espère en tirer profit. Le pays, dont les GES ont chuté depuis 1990 avec la débâcle économique, attend des capitaux occidentaux. Le protocole permet aux industriels d'échanger des droits à polluer chez eux contre des investissements à l'étranger. Or la rusticité des usines russes permet de fortes réductions d'émissions de GES à moindre coût. Mais il y a fort à parier que les investissements de l'UE seront d'abord dirigés vers ses nouveaux venus de l'Est.

Bruxelles se félicite du ralliement russe obtenu de haute lutte. Jusqu'au bout, Washington a ramé à contresens. Les Etats-Unis (36 % des GES) se retrouvent seuls riches opposants avec l'Australie (2 %), et le resteront: les deux prétendants à la Maison Blanche ont réaffirmé leur refus de ratifier le texte. Bush refuse d'admettre le réchauffement climatique, et Kerry juge le protocole trop coûteux, mais accepte de revenir à la table des discussions.

Il reste que les objectifs de Kyoto ne seront pas tenus. Rares sont les pays capables de tenir leur parole. La France, qui vise le maintien de ses rejets au niveau de 1990, a présenté un plan climat d'une timidité affligeante. Et lutte pied à pied avec Bruxelles pour grappiller 1 % de quota d'émissions industrielles de GES. En dépit de son engagement éolien, l'Allemagne ne pourra pas concilier réduction de 21 % des rejets et sortie du nucléaire.

Malgré cela, la portée politique de la ratification de Kyoto est indéniable: la quasi-totalité de la planète s'est mise d'accord sur le dos de Washington. De bon augure puisque les discussions sur l'après-2012 ­ qui devront aborder la question de quotas pour les pays en développement ­ doivent s'ouvrir en 2005. Mais c'est sans doute la pression des prix du pétrole qui sera le levier le plus efficace pour une véritable prise de conscience de l'urgence...

________________________________________________________________________________________

Le Figaro
Le caviar menace l'esturgeon sauvage 
Almaty (Kazakhstan) : Christophe Pala 
[25 octobre 2004] 

	


Un mois après l'annonce par le secrétariat de l'agence onusienne chargée de protéger les espèces de mesures draconiennes pour mettre fin au braconnage d'esturgeon de la mer Caspienne, le comité permanent de l'agence, la Cites, a obligé le secrétariat à faire marche arrière. L'exportation d'une partie du caviar pêché cette année vient d'être autorisée. 


Selon un communiqué de la Cites (Convention internationale sur le commerce de la flore et faune en danger), dont les membres se sont récemment réunis à Bangkok, les pays exportateurs (Kazakhstan, Iran, Russie et Azerbaïdjan) pourront exporter en 2004 50% de leur quota de 2003 en bélouga (soit quatre tonnes) ; 60% de leur quota 2003 de sévrouga, (29 tonnes), et 90% de leur quota 2003 d'osciètre (80 tonnes, dont la plupart d'Iran). C'est la Roumanie qui est devenue cette année le premier exportateur mondial de caviar, grâce à ses esturgeons du delta du Danube, avec un quota de 3 300 kilos fixé par la Cites. 


Le bélouga se vend déjà à 3 000 euros le kilo, et on s'attend à une flambée des prix. 


La Cites prévoit qu'à mesure que les pays exportateurs enregistreront des progrès dans la lutte contre le braconnage, bien plus productif que la pêche légale, ils verront leurs quotas d'exportation augmenter. «La Cites a fait volte-face sous la pression des pays exportateurs et de l'industrie du caviar», proteste Vikki Spruill, cofondatrice d'une coalition d'ONG (organisations non gouvernementales) américaines visant à sauver la dernière population d'esturgeons sauvages du monde. «La Cites démontre qu'elle ne remplit pas son mandat de protéger les espèces en danger et choisit plutôt de protéger les gens qui s'enrichissent sur leur commerce.» 


Pourtant, fin août, le Dr Jim Armstrong, secrétaire général adjoint de l'organisme, expliquait au Figaro que les 166 pays membres de la Cites avaient donné au secrétariat à partir de cette année plus de latitude pour déterminer si les quotas d'exportations demandés par les pays producteurs étaient compatibles avec une gestion prudente des populations d'esturgeons, alors que les stocks ont diminué de 90% en vingt ans. 


Depuis qu'une flambée de braconnage dans la Caspienne a amené la Cites à réglementer les exportations d'esturgeons sauvages dans le monde entier en 1998, les pays exportateurs étaient autorisés à exporter une récolte jugée scientifiquement soutenable : par exemple, 20% des bélougas qui remontent la rivière Oural, au Kazakhstan, leur dernier lieu de reproduction naturelle. 

Aucune prise en compte n'était faite du braconnage, estimé entre trois à quatre fois la pêche légale. Ainsi, ce n'était pas 20% des bélougas qui étaient pêchés dans l'Oural, mais plus de 80%, ce qui explique leur rapide diminution. 


Cette année, expliquait alors le Dr Armstrong, «les pays devront prendre en compte le braconnage et modifier leurs quotas en conséquence». Et si le braconnage est supérieur à la pêche soutenable, les exportations seront simplement interdites, disait-il. 


Vaines paroles. Les nouvelles mesures de la Cites auront-elles un effet sur le braconnage ? Rien n'est moins sûr. A Astrakhan, capitale du caviar russe, pêcheurs, marchands et braconniers racontent sans états d'âme le secret de Polichinelle : les braconniers se cachent, mais s'ils sont surpris, ils s'en tirent en payant un pot de vin aux gardes-pêche, qui en donnent une partie à leurs supérieurs, lesquels n'hésitent pas à se construire de superbes villas. 

De l'autre côté de la frontière, au Kazakhstan, ou la violence est rare, les braconniers opèrent différemment : ils paient les gardes-pêche à l'avance pour pouvoir travailler en paix. 

Un procureur, Batyr Djazbaev, s'est plaint dans un rapport que malgré une considérable augmentation de dépenses en équipement antibraconnage (surtout destiné, disent les journalistes locaux, à impressionner la Cites), un garde-pêche confisque chaque mois moins d'un kilo de caviar en moyenne et donne des amendes pour une valeur de moins de 12 dollars. Peu après son rapport sévère, le procureur a été muté.

_________________________________________________________________________________________
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UN or UNEP in the news


The future of the DMZ rests on clearing mines
Joongang Ilbo, South Korea, October 25, 2004 - On a hot afternoon in early summer almost 10 years ago, Han Young-soo, then a 19-year-old North Korean guard, crossed the Demilitarized Zone between North and South Korea on foot. Three hours was all it took for Mr. Han to reach a small town called Hwacheon in Gangwon province in the South. He boasts that it would have taken him only about an hour if he had not stopped at the Military Demarcation Line in the middle of the zone.
At the border ― one foot in the North and the other in the South ― he thought one last time about his decision, and then moved on to have his next supper in the South. Today, he works for the Seoul Metropolitan Subway Corp. 
…Mr. Son, as the expert in DMZ issues over years, suggests that the DMZ can be a home to international organizations like the United Nations. "Having the United Nations Environment Program based in the DMZ is one way," Mr. Son says, "and the DMZ in the long run must be made the most of by being the bridge of the North and South Korea. Only then can the Korean Peninsula claim its position as the starting point to link the Silk Road all the way to Europe." 
http://joongangdaily.joins.com/200410/24/200410242236471339900092309231.html 


Russian Duma ratifies Kyoto environment pact
China Post, Taiwan, 23 October 2004 - Russia's Duma ratified the Kyoto Protocol on Friday, clearing the way for the long-delayed climate change pact to come into force worldwide. 
The State Duma's ratification pushes the 126 nation U.N. accord, aimed at battling global warming, over the threshold of 55 percent of developed nations' greenhouse gas emissions needed to make it internationally binding after a U.S. pullout in 2001.
…Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), said the decision was a milestone that "will concentrate the efforts of governments, business and industry on meeting the Kyoto targets and concentrate efforts on how we can deliver the even deeper cuts."
http://www.chinapost.com.tw/international/detail.asp?GRP=D&id=53655 

Russia signs Kyoto climate accord
The Age, Australia, 23 October 2004 
http://www.theage.com.au/articles/2004/10/23/1098474912078.html?oneclick=true 

Russia's lower house of parliament ratifies Kyoto Protocol
New Zealand Herald, New Zealand - Oct 23, 2004
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/storydisplay.cfm?storyID=3603521&thesection=news&thesubsection=world 

Russia Duma ratifies Kyoto pact
Stuff.co.nz, New Zealand - Oct 23, 2004
http://www.stuff.co.nz/stuff/0,2106,3074344a12,00.html 

Russia brings alive emission pact - Decisive boost to toxic war
Calcutta Telegraph, India - Oct 22, 2004
http://www.telegraphindia.com/1041023/asp/foreign/story_3917327.asp 

Kyoto Protocol: Russia vote is in
Indian Express - New Delhi,India - OSLO, OCTOBER 22: http://www.indianexpress.com/full_story.php?content_id=57518 

UNEP welcomes Russian ratification of Kyoto, invites US
TerraDaily - NAIROBI (AFP) Oct 22, 2004 http://www.terradaily.com/2004/041022155432.1s4p51og.html 
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Minister of Science, Technology and the Environment, Rosa Elena Simeón Negrín, dies
 

Saturday 23 October 2004. La Havana, Cuba. LAST night at 11:50 p.m., the outstanding revolutionary, scientist and national leader Dr. Rosa Elena Simeón Negrín died in the capital after a serious and prolonged illness. She was 61.

 

Rosa Elena, who was minister of science, technology and the environment up to the moment of her death, always stood out in terms of a wholehearted commitment to her obligations despite suffering from a long-term illness and under constant medical treatment.

 

A doctor of Veterinary Medicine and Science, Rosa Elena achieved notable educational and investigative results and was highly recognized in many quarters. She likewise received a number of decorations, including the Carlos J. Finlay Order, was an active member of national and international scientific organizations and held important positions in the national centers for Scientific Research and Agrarian Health. She was elected president of the Academy of Science of Cuba in 1985 and remained in that post until the founding of the Ministry which she headed in 1994.

 

At her death she had the honorary title of Heroine of Labor of the Republic of Cuba, was a member of the Central Committee of the Communist Party, and of the National Committee of the Federation of Cuban Women. She was elected as a reserve member of the Political Bureau at the 3rd Congress of our Party.

	Posted on Sat, Oct. 23, 2004

	[image: image14.png]


http://www.kansascity.com/mld/kansascity/news/world/9998230.htm?1c

Cuba Minister Simeon Said Dead at Age 61
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Associated Press
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HAVANA - Rosa Elena Simeon, Cuba's minister of science, technology and environment, has died, state television reported. She was 61.

Simeon died Friday night after a "grave and prolonged illness," state TV reported Saturday. She had suffered from cancer for several years.

Simeon was a ranking member of Cuba's political elite, serving on the Communist Party's ruling Central Committee and on the Council of State, the island government's executive body. She also was a deputy in Cuba's National Assembly and sat on the national committee of the Federation of Cuban Women.

Holding doctorates in medicine and veterinary sciences, Simeon had served as Cuba's Minister of Science, Technology and Environment since the cabinet post was created in 1994. Before that, she'd headed Cuba's Academy of Sciences since 1985.

One of her chief concerns was environmental protection and educating Cubans to care about the land, water and air.

There was no immediate information on survivors or funeral plans.


Cuban Minister of science, technology and environment Rosa Elena Simeon sits alongside President Robert Mugabe of Zimbabwe during a lecture in Havana, Cuba in this July 16, 2002 file photo. Simeon died after a lengthy illness Friday Oct. 22, 2004. She was 61. (AP Photo/Cristobal Herrera)
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ROSA ELENA SIMEON NEGRIN

She was born on June 17th 1943. In 1966 she graduated as Medical Doctor at Havana University. She holds a PhD. in Sciences, specialized in Veterinary in 1975. She was Senior Researcher since 1981 and tenure professor at Havana University as well as at the Higher Institute of Agricultural Sciences of Havana since 1984. During 24 years she has been directly involved with the scientific-technical activity..


She was member of the Cuban Communist Party since 1970.

She was member of the Central Committee of the Party since 1980. Representative of the National Assembly of the Popular Power since 1986 and member of the National Committee of the Cuban Women Federation since 1980 being re-elected during the last session of the Congress. She was Substitute Member o the Political Bureau from 1986 until 1991.

In 1993 she was elected Member of the State Council and she was part of the Organizing Commission of the IV Party Congress.

Between 1969 and 1985 she worked in the Science and Technical Board in the following centres:

National Center of Scientific Research:

· Chief of the Virology Department

· Member of the Scientific Commission

· Chief of the Microbiology Division

· Director of the Agricultural and Cattle Area

· Member of the Scientific Council

· President of the Livestock Area

· Member of the Bureau of  the Agricultural area of the Technical and Sciences  State Committee.

National Centre of Agricultural and Cattle Sanitation:

· Director 

· President of its Scientific Board

· Member of the Scientific Council 

Ms. Simeon has been member of  the Board of Directors of the Higher Institute of Agricultural  Sciences of Havana. In those years, she was also member of the Advisory Council of the Ministry of Agriculture.

Since 1985 she has been President of the Science Academy of Cuba and of the National Commission of the Environment and Natural Resources. She chairs the High Scientific Council of the Science Academy of Cuba.

In 1994 she was appointed Minister of the Ministry of Science, Technology and Environment of the Government of Cuba. She occupied this post until her die.

She was member of the Advisory Committee of Technology and Science of the United Nations and currently she is member of the Regional Consultive Committee of Technology and Science for Latin America and the Caribbean.

She participated in several preliminary Ministerial Meetings to the Earth Summit. During this meeting she was Chief of the Delegation.

In 1994 she was member of the High Level Delegation, chaired by Mr. Fidel Castro,  that participated in the ceremony of taking over of Administration of Mr. Nelson Mandela in South Africa. In 1999 she was part of the Delegation that attended the 54th Ordinary Session of the United Nations General Assembly.

She was Member of the Science Academies of Mexico and Dominican Republic. Besides, she is member of several scientific associations, like: Microbiology Cuban Association, Microbiology Society Prince Leopold of Belgium. She has developed research  work  since 1968 and has written a lot of scientific papers and books. 

http://www.plenglish.com/article.asp?ID={3CC86A5F-F37D-4FAE-8C84-C3DE220F1700}&language=EN

Cuban Science, Technology and Environment Minister to be Buried Saturday 
Havana, Oct 23 (Prensa Latina) Cuban Science, Technology and Environment Minister Rosa Elena Simeón will be buried on Saturday after dying of a serious and long disease.

The Cuban minister, who died late Friday at the age of 61, always showed a great responsibility in her work despite suffering an illness and receiving constant medical treatment.

Rosa Elena Simeón, doctor in Medicine and Veterinary Science, achieved relevant educational and research results and received recognitions and decorations such as the Order Carlos J. Finlay.

The minister also received the medal of Work Heroine and was a member of the Cuban Communist Party Central Committee and Council of State and deputy to the Cuban Parliament.

www.jornada.unam.mx
México D.F. Domingo 24 de octubre de 2004 

  Editorial

Un paso para salvar el planeta
La Duma de Rusia ratificó el Protocolo de Kyoto, a pesar de la oposición de los nacionalistas cerrados que decían que eso afectaría el desarrollo industrial del país (en 1990 emitía 17 por ciento de los gases de efecto invernadero y actualmente redujo esa cifra a 7 por ciento). Estados Unidos queda así solo en la oposición al tratado, que el presidente Clinton había sin embargo firmado en 1998 comprometiéndose a reducir 7 por ciento, con respecto a 1990, las emisiones de gases responsables del recalentamiento de la temperatura terrestre (que de aquí a 2100 aumentará entre 1.4 y 5.8 grados centígrados, en promedio.) 

El gobierno de George W. Bush, para justificar su rechazo, ha declarado que ese protocolo "no es bueno para Estados Unidos", pues lo obligaría a reciclar sus industrias que contaminan sin control. En efecto, ese país es responsable por sí solo de 36.1 del total de los gases de efecto invernadero producidos por las naciones desarrolladas y emitía por cada habitante 21.1 toneladas de contaminantes, contra 8.5 en el caso de la Unión Europea. 

Aunque ya el daño es enorme, pues avanza la desertificación, disminuye la disponibilidad de agua potable y su calidad, se disuelven los glaciares y los hielos polares, se forman enormes huracanes y tormentas devastadoras, disminuye aceleradamente la flora y la fauna del planeta, la firma del protocolo por las naciones desarrolladas que contribuyen en 55 por ciento a las emisiones de gas de efecto invernadero permitirá impedir que el recalentamiento empeore. Los efectos dañinos de la contaminación atmosférica se sentirán sin embargo durante todo este siglo y sólo una reducción de 50 por ciento en esas emisiones podría reparar los daños causados. 

Pero es importante que se tome conciencia del problema y que se adopten algunas medidas al respecto, aunque siga pesando sobre el mundo la amenaza que plantea el ciego egoísmo del gobierno de Bush y la incógnita del desarrollo industrial y de los consumos, según el modelo capitalista de países como China, India y Brasil, que suman casi la mitad de la población mundial. 

En efecto, a las emisiones industriales hay que agregar las causadas por la generación de energía con combustibles fósiles, las provenientes de la quema de los residuos (que aumentan con los desechos de la civilización del consumo), las emisiones del transporte, (que crecen con el automóvil propio), las de los electrodomésticos, etcétera. 

Lo que establece el protocolo (reducir las emisiones en 5.2 por ciento con respecto a 1990 en el periodo 2008-2012) es, por consiguiente, importante como reconocimiento de la responsabilidad general por la suerte del planeta y como primer paso hacia una solución pero, para salvarnos todos del desastre ecológico, hay que cambiar los modelos de industrialización y de consumo, buscar o desarrollar nuevos energéticos "limpios", no confundir desarrollo con crecimiento económico a toda costa, no aplicar el despilfarrador y fracasado modelo occidental en las nuevas potencias económicas y, sobre todo, dar conciencia a los estadounidenses de que tienen una responsabilidad ante el mundo y de que pueden ganar en calidad de vida aunque deban modificar su modo de vivirla. 

Esa no es una tarea fácil pero, independientemente de todos los puntos discutibles que existen en el protocolo aprobado, es alentador que se empiece a caminar por la vía correcta. 

www.eluniversal.com.mx
Ratifica Rusia el Protocolo de Kioto 
Estados Unidos rechaza seguir el ejemplo de Moscú 

El Universal, México
Sábado 23 de octubre de 2004 

Moscú (Agencias). La Duma, la Cámara Baja del Parlamento ruso, ratificó ayer el Protocolo de Kioto, con lo que la Convención para la reducción de las emisiones de gases de efecto invernadero podrá entrar en vigor aun sin la participación de Estados Unidos. 

El tratado requiere para su instrumentación la firma y ratificación de un mínimo de 55 países, condición que se cumple con el paso adoptado por Moscú. 

Tras conocer la decisión rusa, el director ejecutivo del Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), Klaus Toepfer, así como diversas organizaciones defensoras del medio ambiente, instaron a Estados Unidos a adherirse al protocolo. 

A pesar de la férrea oposición de nacionalistas y comunistas, la unanimidad del grupo oficialista "Rusia Unida", que domina dos tercios de los escaños en la Duma, dejó el camino expedito para la ratificación del tratado. En total, 334 de los 450 diputados votaron a favor de la medida, mientras que 73 legisladores lo hicieron en contra. La ratificación por parte del Consejo de las Federaciones (Senado) y del presidente ruso, Vladimir Putin, se considera un mero proceso formal. 

El protocolo ha dividido a la clase política rusa entre quienes consideran que su ratificación permitirá un aluvión de inversiones directas y quienes aseguran que hipotecará su futuro crecimiento económico. 

Tras años de dudas, Putin apoyó en septiembre pasado la ratificación rusa del tratado. A juicio de diplomáticos occidentales, el detonante de esta decisión fueron las concesiones de la Unión Europea en materia económica. 



Los ecologistas, contentos 

El director del PNUMA dijo que ahora hay que "esforzarnos de verdad" para evitar las emisiones de gases de efecto invernadero, a los que se ha responsabilizado del cambio climático. 

"Bebamos un vodka esta noche" tras "este histórico día", escribe en un comunicado Greenpeace, que calificó ayer la decisión de Rusia como una "entrada inevitable". 

Según el asesor de política climática del grupo ecologista, Steve Sawyer, "en el futuro miraremos este día como un momento de la historia en el que la humanidad afrontó su responsabilidad". 

En tanto, para la encargada de la campaña internacional de Amigos de la Tierra, Catherine Pearce, "el Protocolo de Kioto es sólo el primer paso. Es preciso que la reducción de emisiones sea más grande de lo que se plantea", comentó. 

El presidente de la Comisión Europea, Romano Prodi, saludó la ratificación rusa del protocolo; en una declaración distribuida en Bruselas, Prodi afirma: "Estamos felices". Además, expresó su esperanza en que Estados Unidos se replantee su postura contraria al tratado. Sin embargo, Adam Ereli, portavoz adjunto del Departamento de Estado, dijo ayer: "No tenemos intención de firmar o ratificar (el protocolo)." 

Hay voluntad 

La ratificación del Protocolo de Kioto en Rusia es importante porque demuestra que hay voluntad en los países desarrollados para mitigar el problema, y eso redundará en beneficio de los más vulnerables, entre ellos México, dijo Fernando Tudela, subsecretario de Planeación y Política Ambiental de la secretaría de Medio Ambiente y Recursos Naturales. 

Tudela, quien por muchos años fue negociador en ese acuerdo, se congratuló de la noticia y señaló que este es el único instrumento que se ha podido negociar para combatir lo que pudiera ser la mayor amenaza mundial del siglo XXI. 

"A todos los países nos ha costado 10 años de negociaciones complejas. Son enormes recursos los que se han destinado a la negociación del protocolo y que no entrara en vigor implicaba una enorme frustración para muchos", dijo.
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Security Council endorses reorganization plan for UN mission in Cyprus

22 October - The Security Council today endorsed Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s

recommendation to reduce by one third the size of the United Nations Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus

(UNFICYP) and extended the mission’s mandate through mid-June 2005.

By a unanimously adopted resolution, the Council accepted Mr. Annan’s proposal – made last

month in a report on a review of the mission’s operations – to cut the military component of

UNFICYP to 860, down from the current 1,224. The Secretary-General had also suggested that the current deployment of 45 UN civilian police – who live within themcommunity and perform a wide-range of local services – be increased to the mandated ceiling of 69.

The Council today also urged the Turkish Cypriot side and Turkish forces “to rescind without delay” all remaining restrictions on UNFICYP, and called on them to restore in Strovilia – a small hamlet inhabited by Greek Cypriots – the military status quo that existed there prior to 30 June 2000.

The mission’s mandate, which was to have expired on 15 December, now will run through 15 June 2005.

UNFICYP Chief of Mission Zbigniew Wlosowicz said the reduction in troop numbers was made for “salient and valid reasons,” particularly since the last eight years or so has seen an overall improvement in the security climate marked by a- drop in significant incidents.

“It has been 12 years since this mission last underwent review so all of this is timely and appropriate,” he said in an interview with the UN News Centre. “Downsizing isn’t simply an exercise in reducing numbers and getting rid of things.Sometimes you have to invest in order to divest.”UN mission boosts confidence-building measures in Cyprus, chief says

22 October - As the Security Council voted today on a reorganization of the United Nations Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus (UNFICYP), the head of the operation said its newly strengthened civilian component will work to build on the success of ongoing reconciliation measures.

“The mission’s political role has grown in scope given the numerous confidence-building initiatives,” Zbiegniew Wlosowicz said in interview with the UN News Service. “For us in this context, a ‘stronger’ civilian presence means a small increase of our very lean political-civil affairs team.”

Meanwhile, the military component continues to focus on ensuring the integrity of a 30-year-old, 180-kilometre-long ceasefire line – known as the Green Line – and a buffer zone that accounts for 3 per cent of the island’s territory. In April of last year, UNFICYP opened the first crossing point for members of the island’s two communities to move across the Green Line. Since then, there have been some five million crossings.

“That first crossing point opened on 23 April last year to great excitement and, inevitably, much congestion,” Mr. Wlosowicz recalled. “Since we are responsible for safety and security in the buffer zone, we moved quickly to make the Ledra crossing point more user-friendly.”

The popularity of the initiative was immediately obvious. “From day one, it was apparent that more crossing points would be needed and we told the two sides as much,” he said. “As a result, and thanks in part to the efforts of our own force engineers, three additional crossing points were up and running within a matter of weeks.” Since then, both sides have called for more crossings, eac h promoting its own priority locations. “The difficulty has been getting them to come to an agreement on site selection,” he said. “Given some very real safety and security considerations that have to be taken into account, there has to be complete unanimity between all parties, especially the two sides, regarding schedule and site location.”

In the coming months, UNFICYP hopes to be “fully engaged” in a de-mining exercise in the buffer zone funded by the European Union (EU) and supported by the UN Development Programme (UNDP).

This past April, a referendum on a comprehensive settlement plan failed after 76 per cent of Greek Cypriots voted against it, although some 65 per cent of Turkish Cypriots voted in favour. Afterwards, Secretary-General Kofi Annan said that as long as the stalemate continued there was no apparent need to resume his “good offices” role, and stressed that the prospects for a reunification of Cyprus rested in the hands of its people.

Since then UNFICYP’s role has become “particularly important,” the envoy said. “The mission now serves as the prime UN interlocutor with both sides on the island, charged with ensuring continuing contact at the highest levels,” he said. “Indeed, both sides consider our facilitator role as critical in the current climate.”

Mr. Wlosowicz noted that UNFICYP is working to “encourage all moves that contribute to reconciliation and normalization, that enhance the spirit of bicommunalism and understanding between the communities.”

“What better confidence building measure can there be than improved opportunities for the people to move backwards and  forwards across the island they share?” he asked.

Over the course of the crossings, “there has not been one serious incident of conflict between the two communities,” Mr. Wlosowicz said, calling this a testament “to the goodwill and common sense of Greek and Turkish Cypriot alike and their underlying determination to live at peace with one another.”

More vigorous international engagement vital to Middle East peace – UN official

22 October - With a sense of foreboding looming over the conflict-wracked Middle East, a senior

United Nations official today called for the international community to be more vigorously engaged in

the region’s peace process. “Violence, not negotiation, continues to be the all too frequent mode of communication in the Middle East,” Under Secretary-General for Political Affairs Kieran Prendergast said in his monthly briefing to the Security Council.

“There is a palpable sense of drift and foreboding, [and] neither side is fulfilling its obligations under the Road Map,” he added, referring to the plan sponsored by the so-called Quartet of the UN, European Union, Russian Federation and United States that calls for Israel and the Palestinians to take a series of parallel and reciprocal steps leading to two States living side-by-side in peace by 2005.

Mr. Prendergast drew attention to Israel’s recent major operation in the Gaza Strip which resulted in the deaths of a large number of Palestinians, many of them civilians. He also underscored the fact that the terror attacks earlier this month in Taba, Egypt, had struck a place which had been known as haven of coexistence and peace. Speaking in an open session, Mr. Prendergast said the UN remained gravely concerned at the extensive destruction of civilian property by the Israeli army, and that movement restrictions imposed on Palestinians continued to erode the humanitarian situation. He also expressed renewed concern at the continuous, illegal Israeli policy of targeted assassination. Mr. Prendergast also called on the Palestinian Authority to do everything possible to quell the terror emanating from territory under its control, and to pursue a determined course of reform, including the appointment of an empowered Prime Minister.

He reminded Council members that the planned Israeli pullout from Gaza and the northern West Bank must be full and complete, and be carried out in the context of the Road Map. Israel and the Palestinian Authority must coordinate the implementation of the withdrawal.

“One hears from many quarters the argument that the time has come for a renewed commitment and effort, but that the parties cannot succeed left to themselves. The international community’s more vigorous engagement is therefore an indispensable ingredient if we want to end the violence and bring fresh hope of peace in the Middle East,” he stressed. Meanwhile, the President of the Council said there was widespread concern and dismay in the 15-member body at the situation on the ground and the lack of progress.

The members “confirmed yet again that the way forward, in our view, is the Road Map, and that we should urge both parties to begin to implement as soon as possible the provisions of the Road Map and that there should be an end to the violence,” Ambassador Emyr Jones Parry of the United Kingdom told the press following consultations held after the open briefing.

The UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) and other aid organizations working in the region “should actually be allowed to have unimpeded access,” he said.

USG Kieran Prendergast briefs Security Council

Sudan: UN reports 10 per cent jump in number of people in Darfur who need aid

22 October - The number of displaced people needing life-saving relief in the crisis-ridden western

Sudan region of Darfur jumped 10 per cent in September alone, as international aid agencies hastened

to keep pace with the new demands, the United Nations Emergency Relief Coordinator said today.

The increase has meant that the number of conflict-affected persons requiring aid in Darfur rose to 2

million, or a third of the population, including both 1.6 internally displaced people (IDPs) and

400,000 affected people in place, from a total for both groups of 1.8 million in August, Jan Egeland

said.

The number excluded the 200,000 refugees who fled to neighbouring Chad, said the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), which Mr. Egeland heads.

The Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said it would strengthen its operations in Darfur to take pressure off the resources of the local population around the 11 refugee camps in eastern Chad.

Already, one danger was that in eastern Chad, “one of the driest places on earth,” water supplies were being exhausted and finding water has been a big logistical problem. In Iridimi camp near Iriba, UNHCR said, “the water table is decreasing much faster than foreseen, with the current supply likely to last for only two more weeks.” “We fear that if the situation is not stabilized soon in Darfur, we could see tens of thousands more refugees cross the border into Chad, where resources are already stretched to the breaking point and where there is growing animosity among the local population,” UNHCR said.

Within Darfur, an estimated 70 per cent of the conflict-affected population received food and 52 per cent received shelter and other critical survival items last month, OCHA said. About 40 per cent had clean water supplies, 42 per cent had available latrines and 67 per cent could go to primary health care facilities.

More than 6,000 national and international aid workers were distributing life-saving materials. “Aid agencies have made tremendous strides over the past month by boosting their presence on the ground and reaching more people living in previously inaccessible territory,” Mr. Egeland said.

Sudanese refugees
Annan reports stalemate on Western Sahara dispute

22 October - The parties in Western Sahara have made no progress over the last six months towards

agreement on a peace plan, Secretary-General Kofi Annan says in a new report recommending a six-month

extension of the United Nations mission there in order to maintain stability.

Moreover, there is currently no agreement on what can be done to overcome the existing deadlock over the

Peace Plan for the Self-Determination of the People of Western Sahara, the Secretary-General writes in a

report to the Security Council. “The goal of enabling the people of Western Sahara to exercise their right to self-determination thus remains elusive,” he says.

The plan, originally proposed last year by the Secretary-General’s Personal Envoy James Baker, who has since resigned, envisages a period of transition during which there would be a division of responsibilities between the Morocco and the Frente POLISARIO before the holding of a referendum for self-determination.

Kofi Annan

Mr. Annan also expresses deep concern about the recent escalation in public rhetoric emanating from the parties and theregion, and urges them to exercise the utmost restraint.

As for the status of the UN Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara (MINURSO), originally deployed in September 1991 to monitor the ceasefire, the Secretary-General recommends either the maintenance of the status quo or the withdrawal of no more than 37 of the current 203 military observers.

“The effective monitoring of the ceasefire between the parties by MINURSO over the last 13 years has been a major stabilizing and confidence-building achievement,” he says. Both sides have “expressed their strong preference that there should be no reduction in the size of the Mission, especially at this time.”

If approved by the Council, the mandate would be extended until 31 March 2005.

UN not considering support for Iraqi tribunal – spokesman

22 October - The United Nations is not likely to lend support to a special Iraqi tribunal for reasons ranging

from opposition to the death penalty to the lack of a mandate for action, a spokesman for the world body said

today. Responding to press questions, Stephane Dujarric said the UN had sent a letter to the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) earlier this month concerning a request to authorize Prosecutor Carla Del Ponte’s attendance at a training conference for the judges and prosecutors of the Iraqi court. The UN informed the ICTY that accepting such invitations would divert Tribunal officials from performing their normal duties at a time when they are aiming to meet mandatory deadlines for completing all outstanding work. Legally speaking, the United Nations also questioned whether UN officials should be involved in the establishment of a Tribunal that is not a UN body, Mr. Dujarric added. “In this case, we have no specific mandate from a competent political organ of the United Nations.”

He also said the UN noted “serious doubts regarding the capability of the Iraqi Special Tribunal to meet the relevant international standards,” citing the Secretary-General’s position that UN officials should not be directly involved in lending assistance to any court or tribunal that is empowered to impose the death penalty.

Several UN contingents head to Haiti to bolster peacekeeping mission

22 October - Spanish and Moroccan troops serving as part of a joint battalion are headed to Haiti to

participate in the United Nations peacekeeping mission there, officials of the world body said today.

Meanwhile, Chile and Ecuador will be fielding a composite engineering company at a total force level of over

153 staff as part of the UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH), which has an authorized troop

strength of 6,700. The engineering company will help in the construction, maintenance and/or upgrade of the major supply routes for MINUSTAH. Among other tasks, it will also build and maintain infrastructure.

The Military Police unit contributed by Guatemala and comprising 70 troops has started deploying its major equipment and will be fully operational in early November. A small advance party will be arriving Saturday in the capital, Port au Prince. The main body of the Sri Lankan battalion, with 750 personnel, will be arriving at the end of this month. With the arrival of the incoming contingents, MINUSTAH will have roughly 4,100 personnel deployed in Haiti.

The troops are “badly needed,” said MINUSTAH spokesman Toussaint Kongo-Doudou in a phone interview with the UN News Service from the Haitian capital. He called for UN Member States to “continue to support Haiti by sending in more troops and civilian police.”

Also today, the senior UN envoy to Haiti, Juan Gabriel Valdés, travelled to the northern coastal city of Cap Haitien to meet with local authorities. Mr. Valdes was also slated to voice his backing for the Government’s office to support demobilized military, which started its work Thursday. There are a number of former members of the Haitian army that are still operating in the Cap Haitien area.

Security Council president says Guinea-Bissau facing failure

22 October - The international community must cooperate in helping Guinea-Bissau, which is at “grave

risk” of becoming a failed State, the permanent representative of the United Kingdom, which holds the

rotating Security Council presidency for October, said today. Speaking to journalists after the Council was briefed by Assistant-Secretary-General for Political Affairs Tuliameni Kalomoh on developments in Guinea-Bissau, British Ambassador Sir Emyr Jones Parry recalled that he had led a Council mission there in June and had first-hand knowledge of the situation. It was a country “where we have an interest, as the international community, in coming together and trying to take it forward,” he said. Secretary-General Kofi Annan has deplored the actions by a group of mutinous soldiers in Guinea- Bissau that led to the death several weeks ago of the country's armed forces chief of staff, Gen. Verissimo Correia Seabra. The British ambassador predicted the adoption of a formal Security Council presidential statement next week calling for the UN system’s concerted action to support the country.

“States in this position need help,” Ambassador Jones Parry said. “If we don’t help them, we pay the consequences.” A donors' UN conference for Guinea-Bissau is scheduled to be held before the end of the year in an effort to promote stability in the former Portuguese colony, which has been plagued by both outright conflict and long-simmering political and social tensions since gaining independence in 1974.

Amb. Jones Parry speaks to reporters

UN official welcomes Russian parliament’s ratification of climate change accord

22 October - The head of the United Nations environment agency today welcomed the decision by the Russian Duma to ratify the Kyoto Protocol, paving the way for the climate change treaty to go into effect.

The fight against climate change “is finally out of the blocks and running as a result of this very welcome decision to ratify by the Russian Parliament,” said Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP). “The winning tape, in other words the goal of stabilizing the climate and securing the stability of the planet, is, however, a long way off and we must now redouble efforts to deliver the even deeper cuts in emissions needed,” he added. To enter into force 55 Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change must ratify the Protocol, including developed countries whose combined 1990 emissions of carbon dioxide exceed 55 per cent of that group’s total. Russia, with 17 per cent of the emissions, would push the amount beyond the threshold, according to the Convention’s secretariat.

Though the United States has not ratified the pact, Mr. Toepfer said, “We must keep the dialogue open so that this keycountry can hear, and hopefully be eventually won over, to the sound argument that combating climate change makes bothenvironmental and economic sense.”The UNEP chief also dismissed the notion that the United States is doing nothing to address climate change, noting thatsome 20 states are adopting or have adopted strategies to reduce emissions. “There is also a great deal of interest and activity within American business and industry to develop new, more efficient energy systems and to participate in the new global trading emission trading mechanisms that are being developed as a result of Kyoto,” he added.

No decision on Cameroon-Nigeria dispute over Bakassi Peninsula – UN

22 October - A United Nations commission set up to help Cameroon and Nigeria to implement a World Court judgment on the demarcation of their land and maritime boundaries has decided to refer the dispute over the resource-rich Bakassi Peninsula back to the two countries’ leaders and Secretary-General Kofi Annan.

Nigeria was to have pulled out of the area but that move was put on hold the day before the 15 September deadline. The Chairman of the Cameroon-Nigeria Mixed Commission, Ahmedou Ould-Abdallah, stressed at the time of the postponement that Cameroon’s sovereignty in that area was not disputed, but “the planned operation may be delayed due to unexpected technical difficulties.”

In a communiqué released Friday at the end of the two-day meeting in Abuja, Nigeria, the Commission said the handover was discussed but as a result of a “divergence of views,” it decided to return the matter to Presidents Paul Biya of Cameroon and Olusegun Obasanjo of Nigeria and Mr. Annan.

Yesterday in his opening statement, Mr. Ould-Abdallah said that with the delay in the transfer of authority of the Bakassi Peninsula, the Commission faced a real test on whether African States were ready to abide by the rule of law. He also reported that tranquillity prevailed in the Lake Chad and land boundary areas where the transfers of authority have already taken place.

“Populations affected by the decision have adjusted and integrated remarkably well to their new environment. Reports of the Mixed Commission observers indicate that there have been no major problems and that constitutes a matter of great satisfaction to all of us,” he said.

Regarding the maritime boundary, he said submissions by both Cameroon and Nigeria were being considered by both parties.

Cambodia could become terror source, warns Security Council panel chairman

22 October - Cambodia could become a breeding ground for terrorism if it does not receive urgently needed

international cooperation to boost its ability to confront the scourge, the Chairman of the United Nations

Security Council’s committee on sanctions against Al-Qaida and the Taliban warned today.

Briefing the press on his recent mission to the Philippines, Cambodia, Thailand and Australia, Ambassador

Heraldo Muñoz of Chile noted that Cambodia’s Muslim community in the south have suffered discrimination, while there have been reports of violence in that part of the country.

“Let us remember that Hambali, the leader of Jemaah Islamiyah, spent some time in Cambodia,” he said, referring to a group listed as belonging to or associated with Al-Qaida. “He was not vacationing there, clearly.”

As to the overall purpose of the trip, Mr. Muñoz said the visits aimed to verify conditions on the ground and to discuss with governments any problems regarding implementation of the sanctions as well as ways to improve the sanctions regime in the future. He also noted that the countries vary widely in terms of compliance with the sanctions based on their ability to do so and the degree of their political willingness to confront the threat of Al-Qaida. The Committee was established in 1999 through resolution 1267 and is charged with reviewing implementation of the sanctions regime against Al-Qaida, the Taliban and associated individuals and entities. The measures, later tightened through subsequent Council resolutions, call for countries to freeze financial resources – including funds derived or generated by any undertaking owned or controlled by the Taliban – and to ensure that they are not used by the group. States are also obliged to freeze funds and other financial assets of Usama bin Laden and his associates in the Al-Qaida organization, and to prevent their entry or transit through the State's territory. In addition, nations must prevent the supply, sale and transfer of all arms and materiel – along with any form of military training – to the named individuals and entities.

Environmental issues could worsen conflicts in southern Caucasus – UN report

22 October - Environmental degradation and competition for natural resources could sharpen disputes in areas of the southern Caucasus already mired in conflicts, warns a United Nations report released today in the capital of Georgia, Tbilisi. The militarized situation in such places as Abkhazia, South Ossetia, Nagorno-Karabakh and adjacent regions of Azerbaijan also hampers waste management and disposal, and the maintenance and renovation of irrigation and hydroelectric dams, leading to stifled economic growth, according to the report, Environment and Security: Transforming Risks into Cooperation – The Case of the Southern Caucasus.

Prepared by the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), the UN Development Programme (UNDP) and the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), the study examines both the negative affect of conflict in the region as well as the opportunities environmental issues present for cooperation and confidence building. Access to natural resources in conflict areas, management of cross-border environmental problems and the rapid development of the capital cities of Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia are some of the concerns highlighted in the new report, part of a wider effort called the Environment and Security Initiative, run jointly by OSCE, UNEP and UNDP.

The report finds that the quality and mechanisms for sharing transboundary water resources – both surface and underground, and including the Caspian and Black Seas – are key concerns for all three countries, as is the disposal of abandoned Soviet weapons, chemicals and reclamation of contaminated lands.

“The assessment demonstrated that in the worst case, environmental stress and change could undermine security in the three South Caucasian countries,” said Frits Schlingemann, Director of UNEP’s Regional Office for Europe. “However, sound environmental management and technical cooperation could also be a means for strengthening security while promoting sustainable development if the three Governments would decide to do so,” he added. Korean peninsula: 
WFP welcomes South’s donation to hungry in North 
 22 October - The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) today welcomed a 100,000-ton

donation of maize from the Republic of Korea to the agency’s emergency operation providing aid to

6.5 million vulnerable people in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK).

“We are deeply grateful for this generous contribution,” WFP Executive Director James Morris said

in Seoul. “It will allow us to continue providing vital, supplemental rations to the neediest of the needy in North Korea through the harsh winter.” On Thursday Mr. Morris met Foreign Minister Ban Ki-moon, and held talks with a number of Korean business executives. “We are keen to enlist the support of individuals and companies in your dynamic private sector for our work in North Korea, where it costs just $26 to feed a child for a year,” he said. The Republic of Korean is the world’s 12th largest economy, and is already a significant WFP donor. Since 1999 it has pledged $51.2 million to the agency, making life-saving contributions to emergency operations in Iraq, Afghanistan and West and southern Africa.

Mr. Morris acknowledged that the substantial food assistance Seoul’s pledges bilaterally to the DPRK – including 1.2 million tons of rice in the form of concessional loans since 2002 – helps preserve peace on the peninsula. “We still face a range of frustrating access and monitoring restrictions in the North, but [WFP] remains the best assurance that food aid intended for the most needy children, women and elderly people there actually reaches them.” The agency implements a strict “no access, no food” policy, with assistance provided only to the 161 out of 203 counties and districts, accounting for 85 per cent of the 23 million population, where staff can monitor. Prior to today’s pledge by Seoul, WFP had secured just 54 per cent of the $171 million needed to help feed the most vulnerable Koreans in the north this year, and was forced to drop many of them from its distribution plans for long periods during the year.

The operation targets primarily those most affected by a lack of dietary balance and those who have no means of meeting their minimum caloric or micronutrient requirements. It also seeks to assist households most negatively affected by the country’s economic adjustment process.
UN refugee agency says Turkish asylum-seekers at sea deserve hearings

22 October - The United Nations refugee agency today appealed to Malta and Italy to facilitate

hearings for 13 Turkish asylum-seekers, who were deported from Italy and are waiting on board a

German-owned container ship near Malta as the vessel prepares to return to Turkey.

"Returning an asylum-seeker to his country of origin without hearing his or her claim is against the

fundamental principles of international refugee law and may amount to refoulement," the refugee

agency’s spokesman, Rupert Colville, said, referring to the illegal eviction of a refugee.

The spokesman for the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said that under European Union (EU) law, Italy would appear to be responsible for assessing the claims of the asylum-seekers, thought to be 11 men and two boys. Under the terms of the EU Dublin Regulation, the 13 should be able to disembark from the Antigua and Barbuda-registered Lydia Oldendorff in Malta and then be transferred to Italy, Mr. Colville added. Alternatively, the owner, who flew to Malta, has said that he would be prepared to send his ship back to Italy, providing he received clear assurances within the next 36 hours from the Italian authorities that the 13 can disembark. Mr. Colville said the situation aboard the vessel is "extremely tense" because of the limited quarters for the 13 asylumseekers, 16 crew members and four newly hired security guards. At least one of the men reportedly has attempted suicide. He urged Malta and Italy "to act in accordance with their responsibilities under international law without further delay."

The German container ship

Lydia Oldendorff

UN nuclear agency warns that computer system is out of date

22 October - Calling on United Nations Member States for special contributions, the UN’s nuclear

weapons watchdog today warned that its late 1970s computer system is now too old to help its

inspectors do an efficient job and needs to be updated. "Extracting information can take hours and days, making timely analysis of relevant safeguards data difficult and expensive, " said the International Atomic Energy Agency’s (IAEA) Livio Costantini. "We need to prepare for new data to be included when drawing safeguards conclusions, such as open source, imagery, and import and export information.

"A major overhaul of the system is needed to allow inspectors immediate, secure online access to safeguards information." Under agreements with more than 140 countries, IAEA inspectors must verify that safeguarded nuclear material and nuclear developments are not used for military purposes.

The agency estimated its computer system’s extra-budgetary funding needs at $10 million, after receiving contributions towards the overhaul from the United Kingdom and the United States.

"Failure to replace the hardware and software, and to integrate fully all the information system components will carry large risks," the Vienna-based Agency warned in a statement.

Gathering of information by IAEA inspectors

Five young people honoured at UN for anti-poverty work

22 October - By tackling poverty through AIDS prevention, conflict resolution and educational initiatives,

five young people from across the globe received awards from the United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) at a special ceremony today at the world body’s Headquarters in New York. The five are Samuel Magassosso of Mozambique, Edith Castillo Núñez of Panama, Bessie Maruia of Papua New Guinea, Mirzokhaydar Isoev of Tajikistan and Bader Zama’rah of the West Bank. They will be honoured at a dinner which also marks the 17 October International Day for the Eradication of Poverty.

“From the founding of a national youth council in Panama to the training of HIV counselors in Papua New Guinea, projects spearheaded by energetic and enthusiastic young people can be replicated around the world and serve as a major force in achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs),” said UNDP Administrator Mark Malloch Brown. The MDGs, designed to halve extreme poverty worldwide by 2015, were agreed on at a UN summit in 2000. Mr. Magassosso, a 30-year-old former Mozambican refugee in Zimbabwe, heads the 70-member Chekwaedzera Farmers Association, whose projects to establish small businesses have benefited more than 6,000 people and have been integrated into the Mozambican Government’s programme for poverty elimination, UNDP said. Focusing on the environment and public health, Ms. Castillo Nunez, 28, founded Panama’s National Youth Council, which now groups 105 youth organizations.

Ms. Maruia, 26, has trained 63 counsellors on HIV prevention. They are estimated to have reached 75 per cent of Papua New Guinea’s population with basic HIV/AIDS prevention information.

To lower tensions on the border between southern Kyrgyzstan and northern Tajikistan, Mr. Isoev, 25, has initiated projects involving communities on both sides. As Deputy Chairperson of the District Development Committee of Isfara District, his latest project involved both communities in improving the water supply system.

Mr. Zama’rah, a 23-year-old lawyer, is the project coordinator for Sharek Youth Forum, which has pioneered a programme to help children improve their schoolwork through Homework Centres in the northern West Bank. Sharek also arranges for university students to tutor children after school.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Daily Press Briefing by the Office of the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

AND THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT

 

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Stéphane Dujarric de la Rivière, an Associate Spokesperson for the Secretary-General, and Djibril Diallo, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.

Good afternoon.

I’d like to welcome our guests from BostonUniversity.  Excellent. Welcome. 

**Middle East
Starting off with the Security Council and the Middle East, in his periodic briefing to the Security Council, Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs Kieran Prendergast, said that since his last briefing “violence, not negotiation, continues to be the all too frequent mode of communication in the Middle East.”  He noted a palpable sense of drift and foreboding; and added that neither side has fulfilled its obligations under the Road Map.
He highlighted the major Israeli operation in the Gaza Strip which resulted in the deaths of a large number of Palestinians, including many civilians.  He also underscored the fact that the terror attacks in Taba, Egypt, were attacks on a place which had been known as haven of coexistence and peace. 
He told Council members that the United Nations remains gravely concerned at the extensive destruction of civilian property by the Israeli army, adding that movement restrictions imposed on Palestinians continue to erode the humanitarian situation.  He also expressed renewed concern at the continuous, illegal Israeli policy of targeted assassination.
Prendergast also called on the Palestinian Authority to do everything possible to quell the terror emanating from territory under its control; and to pursue a determined course of reform, which includes the appointment of an empowered Prime Minister. 
He reminded Council members that the planned Israeli pullout from Gaza and the northern West Bank must be full and complete, and be carried out in the context of the Road Map.  Israel and the Palestinian Authority, he said, must coordinate the implementation of the pullout. 
In conclusion, Prendergast said that the time had come for a renewed commitment and effort:  the international community’s more vigorous engagement is an indispensable ingredient if we want end the violence and restore hope for a just, lasting and comprehensive peace -- as the parties cannot succeed left to themselves. 
Council members are now continuing their discussions in closed consultations. 
And a full text of Mr. Prendergast’s remarks is available upstairs. 
**Security Council - Other
Following the Middle East, Council members are expected to turn to the situation in Guinea-Bissau.  Assistant Secretary-General for Political Affairs Tuliameni Kalomoh will brief the Council on the situation in that country.
Once consultations are done, the Security Council will hold a formal meeting to vote on a resolution extending the mandate of the UN peacekeeping force in Cyprus.
**Sudan
Turning to the Sudan, the number of people in Darfur who are now in critical need of relief has risen by nearly 10 per cent in the past month, according to a new report from the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs.  This increase means that 2 million of Darfur’s 6 million people are now affected by the crisis.
Emergency Relief Coordinator Jan Egeland said, “Though we are steadily increasing the amount of aid we deliver to Darfur, we are constantly running to catch up with growing needs.”  He noted that the number of humanitarian personnel in Darfur has tripled, to more than 6,000, since July.
Of the 2 million people in Darfur affected by the crisis, some 1.6 million are internally displaced persons.  The number does not include an additional 200,000 Darfuri refugees in Chad.
And a press release from the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs is available upstairs with more detail. 
**NEPAD
Today the Secretary-General will be hosting a lunch of the members of his Advisory Panel on International Support for the New Partnership for Africa, otherwise known as NEPAD. 
Ibrahim Gambari, the Special Adviser on Africa, briefed you on that panel a few days ago.  And upstairs we have the list of the members of that panel. 
**Western Sahara
Turning to Western Sahara, the Secretary-General’s report on the United Nations Mission in Western Sahara is out today.  It includes a description of the recent activities of his Special Representative Alvaro de Soto, and other activities on the ground, as well as a review of the UN Mission’s strength.  
The Secretary-General observes in the report that the parties are no closer to an agreement on the Peace Plan for the Self-Determination of the People of Western Sahara than they were when he last reported in April. Moreover, he adds, there is currently no agreement on what can be done to overcome the existing deadlock. 
The Secretary-General expresses his concern regarding the recent escalation of public rhetoric emanating from the parties and the region and he urges them to exercise the utmost restraint. 
Regarding the Security Council’s call for the UN to review its military strength in Western Sahara, the Secretary-General recommends either the maintenance of the status quo or the withdrawal of no more than 37 military observers from the Mission. 
**Haiti
We received a short update from our Mission in Haiti. 
The Secretary-General’s Special Representative, Juan Gabriel Valdés, is travelling to the northern coastal city of Cap Haitien today where he will hold meetings with the Mayor, the Government delegate as well as the Archbishop among other local authorities. 
Valdés will also be showing support for the Government’s office to support the demobilized military, which started its work yesterday.  There are a number of former members of the Haitian army that are still operating in the Cap Haitien area, according to the United Nations Mission.
**UNEP – Kyoto - Russian Duma
Turning to the Kyoto Protocol, Klaus Toepfer, the Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme, today welcomed the Russian Duma’s decision to ratify the Kyoto Protocol.
In a statement released today, and available upstairs, he said that while the United States has declined to ratify the treaty, dialogue on the issue must be kept open so that hopefully it can eventually be won over.
And we have more upstairs. 
**UNEP - Southern Caucasus
Also from UNEP, a new reportfinds that environmental degradation and access to natural resources could deepen contention in areas of existing conflicts in the southern Caucasus.
The report also says that the demilitarized situation in the region is holding back economic growth because it hampers waste management and disposal, as well as the maintenance of irrigation and hydroelectric dams.
And we have a press release on that upstairs. 
**SG - Almaty Message
In a message on behalf of the Secretary-General, sent to a meeting today in Kazakhstan of the foreign ministers of the Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building in Asia, the Secretary-General noted that the geopolitical and security situation in Asia and the world is changing rapidly, as we face challenges like terrorism, weapons of mass destruction, drug trafficking and regional conflict.
We have a copy of the message upstairs. 
**WFP - South Korea Donation
The World Food Programme (WFP) today welcomed a donation of 100,000 tons of maize from South Korea for an emergency operation in North Korea.
The operation seeks to help 6.5 million vulnerable people, most of them women and children.
The WFP says the donation will allow it to keep providing vital rations to the neediest of the needy in North Korea throughout the harsh winter.
**UNICEF - Grenada
And, lastly, from UNICEF, thousands of children have begun returning to school in Grenada just one month after Hurricane Ivan battered the island. 
The children’s agency says that schools have reopened thanks to the clean-up efforts of school administrators, teachers, government officials and children themselves, as well as help from several neighbouring governments.
Children are resuming schooling in classrooms whose roofs have been temporarily sealed with plastic sheeting provided by the United States Government -- and a shipment of 74 UNICEF-provided tent classrooms will provide more classroom space when it arrives next week. 

We have more on that upstairs. 

**Press Conferences
Press conference this afternoon at 12:30:  Ambassador Heraldo Muñoz of Chile, the Chairman of the Security Council Sanctions Committee on Al-Qaida and the Taliban, as well as Ambassador Lauro Baja of the Philippines, will be here to brief you on their recent trip to the Philippines, Cambodia, Thailand and Australia in relation to the Committee’s work.  And today, thank God being Friday, we have for you the Week Ahead. 

That’s it.  Any questions?  Colin?  

Questions for the Associate Spokesperson
Question:  The Times story about the United Nations refusing to train the Iraqis involved in the Tribunal.  Can you lay out your policy on the Tribunal?  And have you basically lost confidence in their ability to carry this out in a fair way? 

Associate Spokesperson:  Earlier this month, as you saw in the media, the United Nations Secretariat sent a letter to the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY) concerning a request that had been sent to us to authorize the prosecutor’s attendance at a training session being organized for judges and prosecutors from the Iraqi Special Tribunal.  We informed the ICTY that accepting such an invitation would divert Tribunal officials from performing their duties at the Tribunal at a time when it’s expected to do its utmost to meet the target dates for its completion strategy, as stressed by the Security Council and the General Assembly.  From a legal point of view, we added that it’s doubtful whether United Nations officials should be involved in the establishment of a Tribunal that is not a United Nations body.  In this case, we have no specific mandate for this, from a competent political organ of the United Nations.  And, in addition, we noted that we have serious doubts regarding the capability of the Iraqi Special Tribunal to meet the relevant international standards.  You know, the Secretary-General recently stated that United Nations officials should not be directly involved in lending assistance to any court or tribunal that is empowered to impose the death penalty. 

Question:  You, guys, had done these kinds of courts, these mixed courts, in Sierra Leone and Cambodia.  Has there been any discussion about beginning a conversation, or negotiation, with the Iraqis about doing something similar in Iraq?  

Associate Spokesperson:  We have no mandate to work in with this Iraqi court.  I think the special court that you referred to, Sierra Leone and Cambodia, they were mandates from the General Assembly and Security Council.  And, the issue of the death penalty is of serious concern to us. 

Question:  But don’t you cooperate in courts in places where they do have the death penalty?  Afghanistan?

Associate Spokesperson:  We’re not involved, I mean to the best of my knowledge, we’re not involved in the judiciary in Afghanistan. 

Question:  Yesterday, the Secretary-General mentioned that elections in Iraq are technically possible by January.  Is it possible that [inaudible].  Does it mean that the elections could be postponed?  Does it mean that the current concern of the security situation [inaudible]. 

Associate Spokesperson:  What the Secretary-General said, and what’s been our position all along, is that from a technical standpoint, it is possible to hold these elections in January.  We are working closely with the Iraqi Independent Electoral Commission providing them support and assistance.  But the thing that needs to be underscored is that it is an Iraqi-run election.  The ultimate decisions, on whether or not to hold the election, will be an Iraqi one.  It’ll be the Iraqi’s call.  Our assistance is a technical one, and from where we stand, technically, it is possible to hold these elections in January.

Question:  The Secretary-General has said that he plans to send technical advisors over soon.  Can you define “soon?” 

Associate Spokesperson:  No.  We keep looking at the security situation and whether or not to raise the staff ceiling.  We have, currently on the ground, about eight electoral workers.  But those should really be seen as the tip of the iceberg.  We have eight in country but anything that can be done out of country, in terms of electoral support, is being done out of country.  So, it is really a much larger effort than that number may lead you to believe. 

Question:  The Secretary-General expressed serious doubts about the Iraqi Special Tribunal.  If he expressed serious doubts, why is he hesitant to participate in the training process?  

Associate Spokesperson:  Well, because he has serious doubts.  First, we have no mandate to work with this special court.  And, as I said, United Nations officials should not be directly involved in lending assistance to any court that is empowered to impose the death penalty. 

Anyone else?  Mr. Diallo, please, join us. 

Spokesman for General Assembly President
Good afternoon,

The General Assembly is taking up the subject of Cooperation between the United Nations and regional and other organizations, and in this framework, 18 reports of the Secretary-General, and 2 notes will be reviewed -- all of them on cooperation.

On committee work, two items for your consideration.  The Fifth Committee is in a closed informal meeting today on the report of the Board of Auditors.  The Committee will meet next week, on Tuesday, on Peacekeeping missions and on Wednesday, it will take up issues relating to the reform of the Office of Human Resources Management, and the International Civil Service commission.  As you know, the International Civil Service Commission is responsible for the regulation and coordination of the work of civil servants in the United Nations, the specialized agencies and other international organizations that participate in the UN common system.  The Committee, the Fifth Committee, will also take up the report on the Joint Inspection Unit.  This Committee will be very busy because it will take up more than 200 reports on various issues relating to administration and budget of the UN.

The Sixth Committee, as I mentioned to you yesterday, started its discussions on cloning.  Those discussions continue today.  Twenty-five speakers are expected to take the floor today, and yesterday 21 countries spoke.  We also had statements by the permanent observer of the Holy See and by the Representative of UNESCO.

You remember that yesterday, I mentioned to you, that there were two resolutions being tabled.  One resolution introduced by Costa Rica, which said that the resolution was endorsed by 61 countries.  That draft resolution calls for a total ban of all forms of human cloning and use of “embryonic” stem cells. 

The second draft resolution was introduced by Belgium, with the difference that it provides for three options for countries to choose from.  One option is to impose a moratorium; a second option would be a ban; or third option to legislate them nationally.  Both draft resolutions reject all forms of human cloning. 

Another item, as you know Sunday is 24 October, United Nations Day.  And on that occasion, President Jean Ping of the General Assembly, is issuing a statement where he says, among other things, that United Nations Day provides us with an opportunity to renew our attachment to the ideas of peace and security, as well as sustainable development as enshrined in the Charter.  President Ping also said that on this day, we are particularly encouraged by the fact that the international community truly believes in the United Nations.  One-hundred and ninety countries participated in the debate of the Fifty-Ninth General Assembly.  And, by so doing, they reaffirmed their determination to deal with the multiple challenges and threats to international peace and security, including the fight against deadly diseases, such as HIV/AIDS and malaria; global partnerships to combat terrorism, promote respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms; efforts to advance initiatives for sustainable development and poverty eradication.

The President also referred to the sixtieth anniversary next year, and he said this would be an opportunity for all of us to celebrate the achievements of the United Nations, to assess the results since the Millennium Declaration and to plan for the future. 

That’s all I have for you.  Any questions?  Yes? 

Question:  Regarding cloning is there any date set for when they would vote on it? 

Spokesman:  No, date as of yet.

Question:  What is the position of the OIC (Organization of Islamic Conference)?

Spokesman:  I can’t tell you, it might be better to call the Secretariat, you know, at the Organization of Islamic Conference.  But you can see from the list of speakers there’s a wide span of speakers. 

Another item that I would like to flag to you for coverage, is at 6:30 this evening, there’s an event called the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty, where six young men and women will be honoured coming from the five regions of the world.  And it will be in the Delegate’s Dining Room and arrangements are being made for press coverage.  Anything else? If not, thank you. 

* *** *



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK "Russian" ��MosNews - Russian Parliament Ratifies Kyoto Protocol�


� HYPERLINK "vote" ��The Indian Express  - Kyoto Protocol: Russia vote is in�


� HYPERLINK "duma" ��VOA News - Russian Duma Ratifies Kyoto Protocol�


� HYPERLINK "approves" ��PBS - Russian Duma Approves Kyoto Protocol�


� HYPERLINK "pact" ��Reuters - Russia set to ratify Kyoto pact�


� HYPERLINK "house" ��The New Zealand Herald - Russia's lower house of parliament ratifies Kyoto Protocol�


� HYPERLINK "saved" ��Reuters -Kyoto saved but bigger challenges from 2012�


� HYPERLINK "invites" ��TerraDaily - UNEP welcomes Russian ratification of Kyoto, invites US�


� HYPERLINK "accord" ��UN News Centre - UN official welcomes Russian parliament’s ratification of climate change accord�


� HYPERLINK "lauded" ��BBC - Moscow lauded for ratifying Kyoto�


� HYPERLINK "signs" ��The Age - Russia signs Kyoto climate accord�


� HYPERLINK "grows" ��The Herald (Glasgow) - Russia signs pact on climate change;Pressure on US to sign grows as Kyoto accord comes into force�


� HYPERLINK "threat" ��BBC -  'Environment threat' to Caucasus�


� HYPERLINK "treaty" ��The Independent (UK) - Kyoto Treaty To Be Binding After Russian Ratification�


� HYPERLINK "les" ��Le Monde - Kyoto : le "oui" de Moscou salué par les ecologists�
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