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Tehran Times

 September 25, 2002                                      

                                            Mercury in Fish May Be Linked to Infertility: Study 

                                            LONDON -- Eating too much seafood, which can contain high

                                            levels of the toxic substance mercury, could be linked to an

                                            increased risk of infertility in men and women, researchers said

                                            on Tuesday.

                                            Scientists at the Chinese University of Hong Kong found that

                                            infertile couples who consumed large amounts of seafood had

                                            higher blood mercury concentrations than fertile couples.

                                            "Seafood contaminated with mercury is a possible source of

                                            excessive mercury exposure in our infertile population," said

                                            Dr.Christine Choy, whose research is published in the British

                                            Journal of Obstetrics and Gynaecology.

                                            Choy and her colleagues, who compared mercury levels in 157

                                            infertile couples and 26 fertile couples, said contamination of the

                                            sea with heavy metals is common around Hong Kong.

                                            Thirty-five percent of the men and 23 percent of the women in

                                            the infertile group had abnormally high concentrations of

                                            mercury in their blood.

                                            Choy said exposure to environmental toxins including mercury

                                            has been implicated as a potential cause of infertility, Reuters

                                            said.

                                            "The positive correlation between quantity of seafood

                                            consumption and blood mercury concentrations suggests that

                                            higher seafood consumption may contribute to higher blood

                                            mercury concentrations," Choy said in the journal.

                                            Infertility affects about one in six couples.

                                            Forty percent of infertility cases are linked to men and another

                                            40 percent are due to female problems. In some cases the

                                            causes are not known or are caused by both male and female

                                            problems.

                                            Hormonal disorders, damaged or blocked fallopian tubes and

                                            endometriosis, in which womb tissue invades and damages

                                            other reproductive tissue, are common causes of female

                                            infertility.

                                            Low sperm count and poor sperm shape or swimming ability

                                            are the major problems in male infertility.

                                            Mercury enters the environment naturally and through industrial

                                            pollution. Nearly all fish contain trace amounts of mercury but

                                            longer-living larger fish like sharks or swordfish accumulate the

                                            highest amounts of mercury and pose the greatest threat to

                                            people who eat them regularly.

                                            The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) has called for

                                            cutbacks on the use of mercury, which has a wide range of uses

                                            such as in thermometers, dental fillings and batteries.

                                            UNEP executive director Klaus Topfer has said mercury

                                            poisoning had to be tackled promptly because it was a serious

                                            hazard to life and the environment. It can cause permanent

                                            damage to the brain, nervous system and kidneys.

                                            Choy said eating less seafood was one way to control the

                                            problem.

_________________________________________________________________________________

Tehran Times

September 25, 2002

Indian Scientists Say There Is No "Asian Brown Cloud" -- Only Haze 

                                            BANGALORE, India -- Top Indian scientists Monday slammed a

                                            UN-backed study on the "Asian brown cloud" phenomenon,

                                            describing it as "exaggerated and distorted" and said Asia was

                                            not the only source of pollution.

                                            "The study has made sensational statements on the impact of

                                            pollution on monsoons and agriculture which are exaggerated

                                            and distorted," J. Srinivasan, chairman of center for

                                            atmospheric and oceanic sciences said.

                                            "It has come to conclusions without any scientific basis," he

                                            said.

                                            In August the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP)

                                            said the "Asian brown cloud" -- a vast haze of pollution

                                            stretching across South Asia -- was damaging agriculture,

                                            modifying rainfall patterns and endangering the population.

                                            UNEP said the pollution caused by the burning of agricultural

                                            wastes and fossil fuels, and inefficient cooker emissions from

                                            burning wood, cow dung and other bio-fuels.

                                            Srinivasan said the term "Asian brown cloud" was misleading

                                            and the scientists were worried about the implications that were

                                            suggested in the report, AFP reported.

                                            "Actually it is a haze that we see. Perhaps the name 'Asian

                                            brown cloud' was chosen to give an impression of the Asian

                                            region choking under a thick and permanent blanket of dirty

                                            atmosphere," he told reporters here.

                                            He said the haze was not a permanent feature in the Asian

                                            region and occurred only between January and March -- the

                                            period in which the UN body conducted the study said.

                                            "The haze disappears during the ensuing monsoon season and

                                            even during January-March there is considerable variation from

                                            year-to-year in the intensity of the haze," he said.

                                            "It appears that the term 'Asian brown cloud' for describing

                                            wintertime haze over the Asian region is not appropriate and the

                                            implicit suggestion that it is a feature that characterizes only the

                                            Asian region is incorrect," he said.

                                            "The scourge of pollution is by no means restricted to the Asian

                                            region. Man-made aerosol pollutants (sulphate or soot) are

                                            rampant in Europe and the United States. A lot of blame is laid

                                            at our door," Srinivasan said.

                                            "The attitude of the scientists as reflected in the study involves

                                            blaming the developing countries in Asia for the pollution of the

                                            planet.

                                            "Rather than advocating international agreements to control

                                            pollution the attitude seems to be one of imposing an

                                            asymmetric control regime," he said.

                                            The UN-backed study quoting global models suggested that the

                                            blanket may reduce precipitation over northwest India, Pakistan,

                                            Afghanistan, Western China and the western part of Central

                                            Asia by between 20 and 40 percent.

                                            It said a 10-percent reduction in the amount of solar energy

                                            hitting the region's oceans in turn reduces the evaporation of the

                                            moisture which controls summer rainfall.

                                            This may already be having significant impacts on agriculture

                                            and the study said that the haze may be reducing India's winter

                                            rice harvests by as much as 10 percent.

                                            Sulochana Gadgil, professor at the Center for Atmospheric and

                                            Oceanic Studies said the reliability of the model used by UNEP

                                            was in question.

                                            "The study has pointed out a decrease in rainfall over Pakistan

                                            and Afghanistan due to the pollution.

                                            "But the model stimulation of the rainfall patterns over the

                                            region, where the haze is supposed to lead to a decrease in

                                            rainfall, is particularly poor and hence reliability of this projection

                                            is a suspect," Gadgil said.

                                            Klaus Toepfer, UNEP chief, said last month more research was

                                            needed on the topic.

                                            "More research is needed, but these initial findings clearly

                                            indicate that this growing cocktail of soot, particles, aerosols

                                            and other pollutants are becoming a major environmental

                                            hazard for Asia," he had said.

______________________________________________________________________________

The Economic Times 

 September 24, 2002 

 Asian brown cloud: Indian scientists debunk UN report 

      :Indian scientists on Monday debunked the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) report about the Asian Brown Cloud', saying most statements in the report were an exaggeration and distortion and did not  have a scientific basis. 

      The UNEP report, released on August 9, said the Asian Brown Cloud (ABC), a vast blanket of pollution

      stretching across South Asia, was damaging agriculture and modifying rainfall patterns including the monsoon  and putting hundreds of thousands of people at risk.'' The report is based on theobservations of 200      scientists working on the Indian Ocean Experiment (Indoex). 

      Scientists of the Indian Institute of Science (IISc), at a news conference, said the ABC is not a cloud, but a

      haze. A haze does not occur just over Asia. It is seen over most cities in the world,'' said J. Srinivasan,

      chairman of the Centre for Atmospheric and Oceanic Sciences at IISc. 

      The haze is caused by industrial pollutants or from inefficient fuel burning in vehicles. These particles of soot  and sulphates get trapped in the atmosphere. Sulphates reflect sunlight and cool the atmosphere, while soot  absorbs it and heats it up. The blame for aerosol pollution is now being put on developing countries by the  developed.'' Of course, scientists of the department of space have found that aerosol levels at      Thiruvananthapuram have gone up by 50 per cent since 1985.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

The Press Trust of India 

   September 24, 2002 Tuesday 

 "No scientific basis to show Asian Brown Clouds' ill-effects" 

      Bangalore, Sep 24 xxx Two top scientists have debunkeddisastrous consequences for India's monsoon and

      agriculture, saying it was without any scientific basis. 

      "There is no doubt that our sub-continent suffers from a pollution problem that needs to be addressed.

      However, the misnaming of the phenomenon as a cloud is symptomatic of the deliberate distortion of the

      scientific evidence in much that has been reported on the issue", the scientists told reporters here on

      Monday. 

      J Srinivasan, Chairman of the Centre for Atmospheric and Oceanic Sciences, Indian Institute of Science, and Prof Sulochana Gadgil were reacting to a United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) statement that a vast blanket of pollution stretching across South Asia was damaging agriculture, modifying rainfall patterns,

      including those of the mighty monsoon and putting hundreds of thousands of people at a risk. 

      They said the statement had created awareness about pollution and this should give an impetus to the

      ongoing programme of reduction of harmful emissions in our cities. ________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

US grain group seeks methyl bromide ban exemption

  WASHINGTON - The North American Millers' Association said it asked the Environmental Protection Agency for an exemption from a   ban on methyl bromide to fumigate grain mills, saying the ban would cost the industry more than $60 million. 

  Methyl bromide, which is used to kill insects in grain mills, is being phased out under a United Nations agreement that linked the chemical  to depletion of the earth's ozone layer. 

  The U.S. grain millers group said a ban would cost the industry more than $60 million annually. Most of the cost will be from lost revenues  as a result of having to temporarily close mills to use sanitizers that are slower acting. 

  "Mill cleanliness is expected by consumers and required by Food and Drug Administration regulations," said Bernard Rothwell, chairman  of the millers group. "Methyl bromide is the best tool we have for doing that." 

  Few effective alternatives are available, the group said. The U.S. Agriculture Department has spent more than $100 million researching  alternatives, with little success, Rothwell said. 

  Methyl bromide is being phased out under the U.N. plan with a 25 percent reduction in 1999 and again in 2001, followed by a 20 percent  reduction in 2003. It will be completely banned from use in developed nations by Jan. 1, 2005. 

  Rothwell said U.S. mills have already cut their methyl bromide usage significantly. The EPA-approved dosage is 6.0 pounds per thousand  cubic feet, but U.S. millers use only 1.25 pounds, he said. 

  "Under United Nations rules, our agricultural competitors get to keep using methyl bromide, so banning it here only hurts U.S. agriculture  without any benefit to the environment," Rothwell said. 

  The United States once consumed about 60 million pounds of methyl bromide annually. 

  About 75 percent of methyl bromide used in the United States fumigates soil before planting crops, while 11 percent is used to fumigate  harvested commodities during storage and export. Another 6 percent is used to fumigate food plants, warehouses, museums, antiques and  transportation vehicles. The remaining 8 percent goes into the production of other chemicals. 

______________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Federal Commission Describes Troubled Oceans 

WASHINGTON, DC, September 24, 2002 (ENS) - The world's oceans are in

                      trouble, concludes a new, interim report from a federal commission on ocean

                      policies. The midterm report from the congressionally mandated U.S.

                      Commission on Ocean Policy raises more questions than it answers, but it

                      marks the first step toward developing a comprehensive, long range national

                      ocean and coastal policy. 

                      The report, issued by the 16 member commission after months of public

                      meetings and visits to marine facilities around the nation, comes half way

                      through the Commission's planned two year mission to detail the problems

                      facing U.S. ocean resources, and recommend a course of action to protect

                      these resources. 

                      Commission Chair Admiral James Watkins (Photo courtesy CORE)

                      "The oceans are in trouble," begins the report by retired

                      Admiral James Watkins, chair of the Commission and former

                      head of the Department of Energy under the first President

                      George H.W. Bush. "Our coasts are in trouble. Our marine

                      resources are in trouble ... all, perhaps, in serious trouble,"

                      Watkins warns. 

                      All of the members of the Commission agree on these points, Watkins writes,

                      but the group still has much work ahead of it before it can detail potential

                      solutions for the ocean's troubles in a final report to Congress and President

                      George W. Bush in June 2003. 

                      Since its first meeting in September 2001, the Commission has visited dozens

                      of marine facilities and taken testimony from hundreds of presenters during

                      these visits and extensive public meetings in Washington, DC and six coastal

                      regions of the United States, the midterm report notes. 

                      The Commission report cites evidence of "dramatic increases" in population

                      and pollution along the nation's shorelines. These "clearly indicate that the

                      nation's capability to manage our coasts is inadequate and yet more critical

                      today than it was 30 years ago when Congress enacted the Coastal Zone

                      Management Act," the Commission writes. 

                                             Coastal areas, like these barrier beaches near Westerly,

                                             Rhode Island, are being developed faster than ever.

                                             (Photo by Hope Alexander, courtesy EPA)

                                             "Ocean pollution is a growing problem,

                                             much of it caused by nonpoint sources,

                                             such as farming practices, urban runoff and

                                             air pollution deposition," the report states.

                                             "The sources are numerous and dispersed

                                             while the solutions are elusive and

                                             challenging." 

                                             Fish stocks are continuing to be depleted,

                                             the Commission says, due to the "uneven,

                                             and often poor" record of marine fishery

                                             management. "Scientific advice has been

                                             ignored all too often at the expense of

                                             fisheries and the long term sustainability of

                      the fishing industry," the Commission writes. 

                      Many other industries are also impacted by the healthy of the world's oceans,

                      the report notes. More than 95 percent of the cargo coming into and out of the

                      United States is moved by ship, a number that is expected to double by the

                      year 2020. 

                      "It is imperative that our ports and marine transportation infrastructure have

                      the capacity to handle this increase in a manner that protects and conserves

                      critical coastal and marine resources through environmentally sound planning

                      for port expansion, dredge material disposal, and management of ballast water

                      and other discharges from commercial ships," the Commission writes, adding

                      that is will be difficult "to determine that the proper balance between

                      economic and environmental considerations." 

                      The United States has had trouble outlining and addressing ocean issues

                      because of "jurisdictional and legal confusion and ambiguity" in coastal laws,

                      the report states. "Multiple use problems are exacerbated by growing

                      litigation, regulatory confusion and delay, and uncoordinated policy," the

                      Commission writes. "Individuals who work and live on the water, from fishers

                      to corporations, face a Byzantine patchwork of federal and state authorities

                      and regulations." 

                      Warming oceans could signal more global warming on

                      the way. (Photo courtesy Ocean-Atmosphere Carbon

                      Exchange Study)

                      Other delays in action on ocean problems

                      may be caused by disagreement on the

                      science behind ocean issues, the

                      Commission argues. For example, while the

                      Bush administration continues to equivocate

                      about the threats posed to the U.S. by global

                      warming, the Commission on Ocean Policy states flatly that "climate change

                      affects everyone and all aspects of our economy." 

                      "Although the oceans clearly play a crucial role in controlling climatic events,

                      this is not understood in sufficient detail to predict or take action in a timely

                      fashion on rapid climate change events and their impacts," the report notes,

                      adding that the Commission is still exploring what can be done to strengthen

                      scientific understanding of climate change to lead to more informed public

                      policy actions. 

                      "Through greater understanding of the oceans, we can better position

                      ourselves to predict droughts, with their devastating effect on agriculture;

                      hurricanes and storm surges that affect coastal areas; and public health

                      threats now shown to emanate from a warming ocean," the Commission

                      writes. "With modern technological advances, we have the opportunity,

                      urged by many presenters, to develop truly integrated ocean and coastal

                      observing and prediction systems that are more sophisticated than ever

                      before ... but will we seize the opportunity?" 

                      One of the Commission's goals over the next year will be to begin to detail and

                      education, management and investment strategy to help policymakers

                      understand how human actions affect the oceans, and how the oceans may in

                      turn affect human lives. 

                                                         Uneven management has led to

                                                         the continuing depletion of

                                                         resources like this school of

                                                         snapper off the Hawaiian

                                                         coast. (Photo courtesy Hawai’i

                                                         Undersea Research Laboratory)

                                                         The recommendations of

                                                         the U.S. Commission on

                                                         Ocean Policy have the

                                                         potential to create

                                                         important changes in

                                                         ocean laws and policies.

                                                         The last congressionally

                                                         authorized commission to

                      review and make recommendations for a national ocean policy was convened

                      under the Marine Resources and Engineering Development Act of 1966. 

                      That commission, commonly referred to as the Stratton Commission after its

                      chair, Julius Stratton, issued a far reaching report on January 9, 1969, just

                      before President Richard Nixon took office. The report's recommendations

                      prompted the formation of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric

                      Administration in 1970, and the passage of Coastal Zone Management Act

                      and the Fishery Conservation and Management Act in 1976. 

                      The current U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy was created by the Oceans Act

                      of 2000, signed by President Bill Clinton in August 2000. President Bush

                      appointed the 16 members of the Commission last year, based on nominations

                      from Congress and the White House. 

                      Ocean pollution has led to beach and fisheries

                      closures. Here, oyster and clam beds at Winyah

                      Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve in

                      South Carolina are closed due to fecal coliform

                      bacteria, an indicator of sewage pollution. (Photo

                      courtesy NOAA)

                      So far, the Commission is "optimistic

                      that it can provide answers to many

                      serious challenges," according to the

                      midterm report. "Yet it is concerned

                      whether there is a sufficient sense of

                      national urgency to implement a

                      coordinated and comprehensive

                      national ocean policy to address these challenges." 

                      The Commission says there is a need for "heightened public awareness about

                      the oceans and the consequences of the policy choices the nation faces."

_______________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL           

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the     Secretary-General.

  Briefing by the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

           Good afternoon.

           **Security Council Debate on Middle East

           Just after 2:00 this morning, the Security Council ended its day-long formal meeting on the Middle East by  voting on a resolution that reiterated the Council’s demand for the complete cessation of all acts of violence, including  all acts of terror, provocation, incitement and destruction.

           The resolution demanded that Israel immediately cease its measures in and around Ramallah, including the  destruction of Palestinian civilian and security infrastructure, and withdraw its occupying forces expeditiously from  Palestinian cities, towards the positions held prior to September 2000.  The Council also called on the Palestinian Authority to meet its expressed commitment to ensure that those responsible for terrorism are brought to justice.

           The resolution, submitted by the Council’s five European members, received 14 votes in favour and one  abstention, from the United States.  It was adopted after several sessions of consultations, in which drafts submitted by the United States and Syria were also considered, and an open debate that began in the morning, following a  request by the Arab Group.

           The Secretary-General opened that debate yesterday morning, saying that, less than a week ago, the Quartet  dealing with the Middle East had agreed on the need for a process driven both by performance and by hope.  But the  events of the past few days, he warned, “represent a tragic step in the opposite direction”.

           The Secretary-General noted the systematic grinding down of the Palestinian Authority’s headquarters in   Ramallah, in which 10 Palestinian civilians have been killed, and the mass protests in Palestinian cities against it.

           The Secretary-General warned that any policy built on forcing the other side to capitulate “is not working, and  will never work”, and added that a policy of concentrating on security first had failed, since “there will be no lasting security without a political settlement”.  The Palestinians, he added, need to recognize that there will be no political  settlement without security for Israel.  We have copies of his speech upstairs.

           **Palestinians/UNRWA

           Today in Amman, Jordan, the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, known   as UNRWA, said at a meeting of donor countries that it faces a budget deficit of 17 million dollars for this year, even  as it is trying to cope with the worst humanitarian crisis in the West Bank and Gaza Strip since 1948.

           The Agency’s Commissioner-General, Peter Hansen, said that in addition to that deficit, half of the Agency’s  emergency appeal, amounting to 173 million dollars, for this year remains unfunded, and less than 47 million dollars of  that appeal has actually been received so far.  The shortfall will force the Agency to cut back on food and other  emergency aid for Palestinians, despite recent studies showing growing malnutrition among Palestinian children.

           Hansen said that the challenges UNRWA faces are as great as any in its long and turbulent history, and  added, “We have to wonder at the ability of the Palestinian population to continue coping”.  The breaking point for the Palestinians, he warned, “must be somewhere close”.

           We have a press release with more details in my office.

           Also, today is the second and final day of an International Conference of Civil Society in Support of the

     Palestinian People, being held here at Headquarters with the theme, “End the Occupation!”  This afternoon, the groups  in attendance will present a plan of action.

           Yesterday, Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs Kieran Prendergast addressed that Conference to  deliver a message from the Secretary-General that “the essential objectives of security and humanitarian relief cannot be achieved in isolation.  We must return to the search for a just and comprehensive solution, which alone can bring  security and prosperity to both peoples, and indeed to the whole region”.

           We have copies of that speech upstairs.

           **Security Council

           Tired out by the day-long meeting on the Middle East yesterday, the Security Council has rescheduled

     today’s consultations, which are now to begin at 3:30 this afternoon.

           Its consultations are to start with a briefing by Assistant Secretary-General for Political Affairs Tuliameni  Kalemoh on recent developments in Somalia.  After that, the Council will also discuss the situation in Liberia.

           Last, Council members expect to discuss a draft resolution concerning the extension, by six months, of the UN Mission in Sierra Leone, having discussed the Secretary-General’s recent report on the planned draw-down of the  Mission last week.  The Council may vote on that draft resolution once its consultations have finished.

           **Oil-For-Food

           According to figures released by the Office of the Iraq Programme, following months of sluggish oil export  levels under the United Nations oil-for-food programme, Iraq’s exports were up significantly last week, to 1.9 million  barrels per day, for a total of 13.3 million barrels.  This was the highest single weekly volume of exports registered  since the start of the current phase XII of the programme on 30 May 2002.  The week’s oil shipments netted an  estimated $344 million in revenue, at current prices and rate of exchange.

           The volume of approved contracts for the purchase of humanitarian supplies which are lacking funds as a result of cumulative revenue shortfall grew to $2.32 billion, covering 1,291 contracts. 

           There are more details in the full report, which is available upstairs.

           **Bosnia

           The UN Mission in Bosnia and Herzegovina today condemned the murder, last night, of the Chief of Police of  Srpsko Sarajevo.

           The police chief, Zeljko Makovic, was shot dead in front of his home, and an intense investigation into the assassination has begun, with the UN International Police Task Force accompanying local police and closely monitoring the investigation.  So far, there is no information concerning the perpetrators or motives behind the killing.  There’s a press release from the Mission upstairs.

           **Kosovo

           The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Kosovo, Michael Steiner, and the Chief of Staff of the   International Commission on Missing Persons, Gordon Bacon, today announced that, for the first time, exhumed bodies in Kosovo will undergo a large-scale DNA-led identification process, so that families can find out what happened to missing family members.

           Starting in early 2000, blood collection efforts began in Kosovo, with some 5,500 blood samples, taken from  family members who have been missing loved ones, collected to date.  Efforts will be made to find any DNA matches between those samples and the DNA of exhumed bodies.  It is expected that the DNA identification process will continue into next year.

           There’s a press release on that.

           **Afghanistan

           The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees announced today that more than 1.7 million Afghan refugees have returned to the country, under an assistance program launched on 1 March by UNHCR and governments in the region. The rate of returns has dropped to around 20,000 in the past week from a high of 100,000 per week inMay, mainly because of the approaching winter.  Around 1.5 million of the returns were from Pakistan.  UNHCR also said that nearly 268,000 Afghans have left Iran for their homeland since the beginning of April,  when the voluntary repatriation operation began.

           **Human Rights

           High Commissioner for Human Rights Sergio Vieira de Mello today addressed an informal meeting of the Commission on Human Rights in Geneva, saying that his Office will help States to integrate and implement the  treaties that they have accepted.

           Referring to the events of 11 September, he said, “A brutal attack and exceptional threat may require an extraordinary and unequivocal response”.  That response, however, should involve measures that are taken in transparency, are of short duration and respect fundamental human rights norms.

           We have copies of his statement upstairs.

           **Zimbabwe

           The UN Special Rapporteur dealing with the independence of judges and lawyers, Dato Param Cumaraswamy, today expressed his outrage over what he called the further deterioration of the rule of law in Zimbabwe, including the arrest and detention of a retired High Court judge.

           The Special Rapporteur said there is reasonable cause to believe that the arrest is an “act of vendetta” by the   Zimbabwean Government following a fine imposed by that judge on Zimbabwe’s Justice Minister, Patrick Chinamasa.

           We have the full statement by the Special Rapporteur in my office.

           **Press Release/WFP

           The World Food Programme said today it is in danger of running out of food aid to assist more than 91,000   Eritrean refugees in camps in the Sudan.  The agency has already cut by half the amount of food being distributed and  may have to suspend aid delivery if donations stop.  WFP says it needs $5.2 million for more than 9,000 metric tonnes  of food aid to assist the refugees until they are repatriated next year. 

           There’s a press release upstairs on that.

           **Events

           The Secretary-General will participate in two events tomorrow.  He will attend the Dag Hammarskj`ld Memorial  Scholarship Fund Luncheon in the West Terrace here, of the Delegates’ Dining Room.

           And then in the evening, he’ll attend the UNA-USA/Business Council for the UN Global Leadership Award  Dinner at the Sheraton New York Hotel.  The former World Boxing Champion and UN Messenger of Peace,   Muhammad Ali, and New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg will be presented with the Global Leadership Award.  Sir  Paul and Lady McCartney will receive the Global Humanitarian Action Award.

           For further information on these awards, contact Ms. Mabel Brodrick-Okereke at 907-1320.

           **Unscheduled Press Visits

           The Secretary-General has authorized all Secretariat members to talk to the press within their area of

     competence, but that does not mean you can pop into any office at will.

           The reason we have the rule that press may not go above the 4th floor without an appointment is so that  Secretariat members can go about their business without being hounded all day by journalists.

           Now Hans Blix is reporting regular unscheduled visits to his office by the press.  Unscheduled visits by UN  inspectors are good.  Unscheduled visits by journalists to the inspectors' offices is against the rules.

           Please respect the rules and do not go upstairs without an appointment.

           **Questions and Answers

           Question:  The Secretary-General has now completed his meetings with the five Ambassadors, the five

     Permanent Representatives of the Security Council. What was the essential message that he presented to these  gentlemen in those meetings? And what do you think he accomplished by those meetings?

           Spokesman:  Those were private meetings.  He was consulting with each of the Permanent Members on the   subjects of the Middle East generally and Iraq specifically.  But he has not told me, and I don’t think he feels obliged  to tell you, about the substance of those conversations.

           Question:  What’s the official position of the Secretary-General on the dispute between Lebanon and Israel concerning the Wazzani River?

           Spokesman:  He is supportive of U.S. efforts to mediate between the two countries.  He is aware that the U.S.   has sent water experts to the area.  There was an erroneous report, I think, a couple days ago that the United Nations  had sent water experts, or intended to send water experts.  That’s not so.  And so he’s watching the situation  carefully, asking both sides to keep the rhetoric calm and lower the volume and let’s see if we can’t find a peaceful  settlement to this water dispute.

           Question:  Has the Secretary-General given any reason why he scheduled the meetings with the P-5?

           Spokesman:  No, I think you can just close your eyes and imagine what’s going on behind the scenes as

     members of the Security Council try to reach agreement on the text of a resolution concerning Iraq and the situation in  Iraq.

     And how the international community responds to it will have a major impact on the Middle East region as a whole.   That is the general topic area that he’s been covering with them, but again, I have no more specific details.

           Question:  The Secretary-General is meeting the Foreign Minister of Pakistan.  Do you have anything on that?

           Spokesman:  No, normally we don’t say anything before a meeting.  If you ask specifically, we can try to get a readout after the meeting.

           Question:  What was the level of the Secretary-General’s participation in the drafting of “Resolution Iraq”?

           Spokesman:  I don’t think he would be involved at all in the drafting.  He very clearly passed the ball to the   Security Council and to Hans Blix after he received the letter from the Iraqi Foreign Minister a week ago last Friday.   He does not want to interfere with the Council’s deliberations.  But the way the institution has evolved in recent years, the Secretary-General works very closely with the Council.  I think he would be urging them to maintain unity.  As he  said at his Quartet press conference, the Council is only strong when it is united.  He is staying in touch with the  parties, but he is not getting involved with the drafting.  In fact, to my knowledge, there isn’t a draft.

           Question:  Can you tell us anything about the persons who are going to be participating in the talks in Vienna, beginning Monday, on either of the sides that make up the parties?

           Spokesman:  I’ll have to check with Mr. Blix’s office to see if they can let us know.  I don’t know if they yet  have the list on the Iraqi side.  I assume it will be Mr. Blix and his senior aides, but let me check with his office and get  back to you after the briefing.

           (The Spokesman’s Office later announced that Mr. Blix would head the United Nations delegation and be accompanied by his senior directors. Additionally, there would be an IAEA presence on the United Nations side. 

     There was, however, no word on the composition of the Iraqi delegation.)

           Question:  What is the UN thinking on what Baghdad was referring to over the weekend when it referred to an  agreement Iraq had with the Secretary-General?

           Spokesman:  I frankly don’t know whether the reference was to the Memorandum of Understanding of 1998 or something more recent.  But there was not an agreement as such between the Iraqis and the Secretary-General except his advice to them when they were drafting their letter to keep it short, keep it simple, and make the  acceptance of the inspectors unconditional.

           Okay, Richard?

           Briefing by the Spokesman for the President of the General Assembly

           Good afternoon.

           Last Friday, President Kavan closed the general debate of the 57th session.  In his remarks he said that the 10-day debate had been rich and colourful, touching upon crucial issues approached from different perspectives. The   debate had “proved to be a unique platform for the exchange of opinions that guide our activities during the whole session”.  He went on to say, “This year’s debate has had a major impact on the state of international affairs, as  clearly demonstrated by the development of the situation in Iraq”.  He hoped “that the call for both multilateralism and compliance with United Nations resolutions, so eloquently expressed in this Assembly, will shape future policies  towards Iraq”. 

           On the subject of development he said the message from Member States “was apparent and clear –- there is  no development and prosperity without peace and stability.  We have to dedicate our time during the fifty-seventh  session to further addressing and confronting the issues of poverty eradication, HIV/AIDS, equitable distribution of globalization benefits and preservation of the environment”.  President Kavan’s remarks are available on the General Assembly President’s Web site.

           This morning President Kavan addressed the Ad hoc Committee of the Whole for the final review of

     UN-NADAF (the United Nations New Agenda for the Development of Africa in the 1990s).  In his opening remarks, President Kavan noted that development in Africa was given high priority in the fifty-seventh General Assembly.   Recalling the recent high-level plenary meeting on the New Partnership for Africa's Development, President Kavan said that personally he felt the NEPAD discussion was an invaluable experience and a source of reflection on the difficult issues facing the African continent.  He pointed out that reports before the Committee focus attention on lessons learned from 10 years of implementation of UN-NADAF.  However, President Kavan said, “many of the original  objectives had not been attained.  Problems that were identified during the implementation of UN-NADAF remained unresolved.  Now, with the emerging NEPAD initiative, special attention should be given to ways and means to  incorporate those lessons into future policies and actions”.

           For your calendars, this issue is scheduled to come up for debate in plenary sessions on 17 and 18 October.      I will brief you again on this closer to that time.

           Discussions started yesterday in a working group of the Sixth Committee (the legal committee) on an

     international convention against the reproductive cloning of human beings.  These working group meetings are closed but there is extensive background information on what is being discussed on the UN Web site.  The address is   www.un.org/law/cloning/index.html

           Are there any questions?

           Question:  I don’t have really a question, but this is the first briefing that we‘ve had since the end of the  marathon general debate.  And I think I speak for a lot of us when I say that we would like to thank publicly the   documents staff for the extraordinary work they did during that marathon and getting us all those texts and  documents.  It was an amazing performance.

           Spokesman for the GA President:  Thank you very much.  I‘ll pass the message on.  Thank you.
______________________________________________________________________________________________

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE NOON BRIEFING
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SECURITY COUNCIL ENDS MIDDLE EAST MEETING WITH RESOLUTION

                       Just after 2:00 this morning, the Security Council ended its day-long formal meeting on the Middle East by voting on a resolution that reiterated the Council’s demand for the complete cessation of all acts of violence, including all acts of terror, provocation, incitement and destruction.  

                       The resolution demanded that Israel immediately cease its measures in and around Ramallah, including the destruction of Palestinian civilian and security infrastructure, and withdraw its occupying forces expeditiously  from Palestinian cities, towards the positions held prior to September 2000. The Council also called on the  Palestinian Authority to meet its expressed commitment to ensure that those responsible for terrorism are brought to justice. 

                       The resolution, submitted by the Council’s five European members, received 14 votes in favor and one  abstention, from the United States. It was adopted after several sessions of consultations, in which drafts submitted by the United States and Syria were also considered, and an open debate that began Monday                       morning, following a request from the Arab Group. 

                       Secretary-General Kofi Annan opened the debate on Monday morning, saying that, less than a week ago, the   Quartet dealing with the Middle East had agreed on the need for a process driven both by performance and by  hope. But the events of the past few days, he warned, “represent a tragic step in the opposite direction.”

                       The Secretary-General noted the systematic grinding down of the Palestinian Authority’s headquarters in  Ramallah, in which 10 Palestinian civilians have been killed, and the mass protests in Palestinian cities against it.

                       The Secretary-General warned that any policy built on forcing the other side to capitulate “is not working, and   will never work,” and added that a policy of concentrating on security first had failed, since “there will be no   lasting security without a political settlement.” The Palestinians, he added, need to recognize that there will be  no political settlement without security for Israel. 

                                     UNRWA FACING $17 MILLION DEFICIT, DONORS TOLD

                       Today in Amman, Jordan, the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA)  said at a meeting of donor countries that it faces a budget deficit of 17 million dollars for this year, even as it is   trying to cope with the worst humanitarian crisis in the West Bank and Gaza Strip since 1948.

                       The Agency’s Commissioner-General, Peter Hansen, said that in addition to that deficit, half of the Agency’s emergency appeal, amounting to $173 million, for this year remains unfunded, and less than $47 million of that  appeal has actually been received so far. The shortfall will force the Agency to cut back on food and other   emergency aid for Palestinians, despite recent studies showing growing malnutrition among Palestinian  children. 

                       Hansen said that the challenges UNRWA faces are as great as any in its long and turbulent history, and added,   “We have to wonder at the ability of the Palestinian population to continue coping.” The breaking point for the Palestinians, he warned, “must be somewhere close.” 

                       Also, today is the second and final day of an International Conference of Civil Society in Support of the   Palestinian People, being held at Headquarters with the theme, “End the Occupation!” This afternoon, the  groups in attendance will present a plan of action. 

                       On Monday, Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs Kieran Prendergast addressed the Conference to deliver a message from the Secretary-General that “the essential objectives of security and humanitarian relief cannot be achieved in isolation. We must return to the search for a just and comprehensive solution, which alone can bring security and prosperity to both peoples, and indeed to the whole region.” 

                                SECURITY COUNCIL TO DISCUSS SOMALIA, LIBERIA, SIERRA LEONE

                       After the day-long meeting on the Middle East, the Security Council has rescheduled today’s consultations,  which are now to begin at 3:30 this afternoon.  

                       Its consultations are to begin with a briefing by Assistant Secretary-General for Political Affairs Tuliameni  Kalomoh on recent developments in Somalia. After that, the Council will also discuss the situation in Liberia.

                       Last, Council members expect to discuss a draft resolution concerning the extension, by six months, of the UN  Mission in Sierra Leone, having discussed the Secretary-General’s recent report on the planned draw-down of  the Mission last week. The Council may vote on that draft resolution once its consultations have finished. 

                                 ANNAN TALKS WITH PERMANENT COUNCIL MEMBERS ON IRAQ

                       In response to questions about the Secretary-General’s discussions on Monday and earlier today with the five  permanent members of the Security Council, the Spokesman said that the meetings were discussions of the Middle East in general and Iraq in particular.  

                       The members of the Security Council, the Spokesman noted, were discussing possible action on Iraq, and the  decisions on Iraq would have an impact on the Middle East as a whole. 

                       The Secretary-General, he said, did not want to interfere with the Council’s deliberations, and was not involved  in the drafting of any resolution. However, the Secretary-General works closely with the Council and has been  urging it to maintain its unity. So far, the Spokesman added, to his knowledge, no draft resolution has been circulated.

                       Asked about any agreement between Iraq and the Secretary-General, the Spokesman noted that last week, when Iraq transmitted a letter to the Secretary-General on the return of UN weapons inspectors, the Secretary-General had advised the Iraqis to “keep it short, keep it simple and make the acceptance of inspectors unconditional.” 

                       Asked who would attend the talks in Vienna next week between the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection  Commission (UNMOVIC) and the Iraqi Government on practical arrangements for inspections, the Spokesman   said that UNMOVIC Executive Chairman Hans Blix would head the UN side and would be accompanied by  senior directors. Experts from the International Atomic Energy Agency would also be present. The composition of the Iraqi side has not yet been announced. 

                       The Spokesman reminded journalists that they cannot travel beyond the fourth floor of UN Headquarters

                       without appointment, following reports of regular unscheduled visits to Blix’s office by the press. 

                                  IRAQI OIL EXPORTS INCREASED OVER PAST WEEK, UN SAYS

                       According to figures released by the Office of the Iraq Programme, following months of sluggish oil export levels under the UN oil-for-food program, Iraq’s exports were up significantly last week, to 1.9 million barrels per  day, for a total of 13.3 million barrels. This was the highest single weekly volume of exports registered since the  start of the current Phase XII of the program on May 30. The week’s oil shipments netted an estimated $344  million in revenue, at current prices and rate of exchange.  

                       Despite the increase in exports, the shortfall in the volume of approved contracts for the purchase of humanitarian supplies grew to $2.32 billion, covering 1,291 contracts.  

                                  UN MISSION IN BOSNIA CONDEMNS KILLING OF POLICE CHIEF

                       The UN Mission in Bosnia and Herzegovina today condemned the murder, last night, of the Chief of Police of Srpsko Sarajevo.  

                       The police chief, Zeljko Makovic, was shot dead in front of his home, and an intense investigation into the  assassination has begun, with the UN International Police Task Force accompanying local police and closely  monitoring the investigation. So far, there is no information concerning the perpetrators or motives behind the   killing. 

                                   DNA-LED IDENTIFICATION PROCESS TO BEGIN IN KOSOVO

                       The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Kosovo, Michael Steiner, and the Chief of Staff of the   International Commission on Missing Persons, Gordon Bacon, today announced that, for the first time, exhumed   bodies in Kosovo will undergo a large-scale DNA-led identification process, so that families can find out what  happened to missing family members.  

                       Starting in early 2000, blood collection efforts began in Kosovo, with some 5,500 blood samples, taken from   family members who have been missing loved ones, collected to date. Efforts will be made to find any DNA  matches between those samples and the DNA of exhumed bodies. 

                       It is expected that the DNA identification process will continue into early next year. 

                                 SECRETARY-GENERAL TO ATTEND LEADERSHIP AWARD DINNER

                       On Wednesday, the Secretary-General will attend the United Nations Association of the United States  (UNA-USA)/Business Council for the UN Global Leadership Award dinner at the Sheraton New York Hotel.  

                       Former world boxing champion and UN Messenger of Peace Muhammad Ali and New York City Mayor Michael  Bloomberg will receive the Leadership Award, while Sir Paul and Lady McCartney will receive the Global  Humanitarian Action Award. 

                       Earlier in the day, the Secretary-General will also participate in the Dag Hammarskjöld Memorial Scholarship  Fund Luncheon. 

                                                OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS

                       Asked about the dispute between Lebanon and Israel over the Wazzani River, the Spokesman said that the  Secretary-General supports US efforts to mediate between the two countries, and noted that the United States   has sent water experts to the area. The Spokesman added that there was an erroneous report that the United Nations would send water experts as well, which is not the case. The Secretary-General, he said, hopes tensions on the issue would be calmed.

                       High Commissioner for Human Rights Sergio Vieira de Mello today addressed an informal meeting of the  Commission on Human Rights in Geneva, and referred to the events of last September 11, saying, “A brutal  attack and exceptional threat may require an extraordinary and unequivocal response.” That response, however,  should involve measures that are taken in transparency, are of short duration and respect fundamental human   rights norms.  

                       The UN special rapporteur dealing with the independence of judges and lawyers, Dato Param Cumaraswamy, today expressed his outrage over what he called the further deterioration of the rule of law in Zimbabwe,  including the arrest and detention of a retired High Court judge. The special rapporteur said there is reasonable  cause to believe that arrest is an “act of vendetta” by the Zimbabwean Government following a fine imposed by  that judge on Zimbabwe’s Justice Minister, Patrick Chinamasa.

                       The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) announced today that more than 1.7 million Afghan refugees have returned to Afghanistan, under an assistance program launched on March 1 by UNHCR and governments in the region. The rate of returns has dropped to around 20,000 in the past week, from a high of 100,000 per week in May, mainly because of the approaching winter. Around 1.5 million of the returns were from Pakistan, while nearly 268,000 Afghans have left Iran for their homeland since the beginning of April.

                       The World Food Programme said today it is in danger of running out of food aid to assist more than 91,000  Eritrean refugees in camps in Sudan. The agency has already cut by half the amount of food being distributed  and may have to suspend aid delivery if donations stop.  WFP says it needs $5.2 million for more than 9,000  metric tons of food aid to assist the refugees until they are repatriated next year.  

                   ________________________________________________________________________________________

ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS FROM NORTH AMERICAN MEDIA

24 September 2002

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Pipeline project inflames passions in Ecuador, Miami Herald, 24/9:  Long a bird-watcher's paradise, the Northwestern Ecuadorian Forest is home to 320 bird species, 38 different kinds of hummingbirds -- and now, a $1.3 billion oil pipeline the government expects will be a boon to the Ecuadorian economy.  But construction is forging ahead, despite the protesters in the pipeline's path.  With the capacity to pump 450,000 barrels of oil a day, the pipeline represents Ecuador's single largest foreign investment in a decade.  The project has been controversial from the start. A series of snags, from labor strikes to management changes, protests and vandalism, resulted in months-long delays and a $2 million cost overrun.  Running from the Amazon to the Pacific port, the pipeline project cuts through 24 communities, including endangered bird habitats, water sources and protected forest. And although it's now more than halfway completed, project managers have yet to resolve prickly environmental resistance from activists who vow to stop it, even as construction moves forward.  (See

 http://www.miami.com/mld/miamiherald/4137748.htm
Report Disputes View that Mining Spurs Development, IPS, 23/9:  The World Bank and other international financial institutions (IFIs) should reassess their continued backing for mining projects in poor countries, says a report released Monday by Oxfam America.   Contrary to what the report calls ''folklore'' propagated by the IFIs and the global mining industry, mining never acted as a major spur to development in the United States, Canada, or Australia, the three countries often held up by the IFIs as examples for development that mineral-rich poor countries could follow.  Oxfam is one of a growing number of environmental and development groups that argue that mining in many developing countries has hurt economic development, disrupted nearby communities, and devastated surrounding natural environments.   (See http://www.ipsnews.net/interna.asp?idnews=12436SNEWS)

US NEWS

Report Will Allow Measurement Of U.S. Environmental Health, Wall Street Journal, 24/9:  An independent research team is set to unveil a report Tuesday that, for the first time, provides a baseline of ecological indicators that would allow U.S. policy makers to measure the nation's overall environmental health.  The report, by the H. John Heinz III Center for Science, Economics and the Environment, was commissioned five years ago by the Clinton White House, with the mission of assembling in one place highly fragmented data on everything from the extent of pollution in rivers to deforestation of the landscape.  Both sides of the debate over environmental policy agree such a database is sorely needed, given all the squabbling over science. Indeed, about 150 people from environmental, business, academic and government groups participated in the report, with the Bush administration -- which has been engaged in a running battle over its environmental rollbacks -- endorsing the findings.  (See http://online.wsj.com/article/0,,SB1032816889301732433.djm,00.html) 

Or http://www.heinzctr.org/env_press.htm)
Report: Ex-Army Sites Contaminated, AP/Washington Post, 24/9:  Unexploded ordnance, hazardous and explosive waste still contaminate nearly 1,500 former U.S. defense sites declared environmentally clean by the Army Corps of Engineers, congressional auditors say.  (See http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A58694-2002Sep24.html or http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-02-658)

Bioengineered Animals an Environmental Threat: Panel, Reuters, 23/9:  Genetically engineered fish, insects, shellfish and other highly mobile animals pose a risk to the environment as they may escape from their labs or pens and displace species in the wild, an expert scientific panel from the US National Academy of Sciences said Tuesday.  (See http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story2&cid=571&ncid=751&e=10&u=/nm/20020923/hl_nm/animals_threat_dc)  Another study by the National Center for Food & Agricultural Policy, “Biotech crops may help farmers, study finds”, AP, 24/9, suggests that the impact of biotech crops indicates that Kansas and Missouri farmers could significantly bolster their income with such crops.  (See http://www.nandotimes.com/healthscience/story/548027p-4327603c.html)

CANADIAN NEWS

Ontario Ojibwa band suffers from mercury poisoning for 30 years, CBC News, 23/9:  Thirty years after a Japanese researcher found Ojibwa residents of a small Ontario town were suffering from mercury poisoning, he's returned, and found band members' symptoms continue to linger.  Dr. Masazumi Harada tested residents after a paper plant dumped tonnes of mercury into a river decades ago. The pollution was never cleaned up from the lake sediment and every spring the turbulence causes mercury to be re-released.  Health Canada stopped a testing survey several years ago, but said it is interested in the research.  (See http://cbc.ca/cgi-bin/templates/print.cgi?/2002/09/23/mercury020923)

Canada's wildlife suffering from poachers and poison, AFP, 23/9:  Canada must increase spending to protect its 143 national wildlife areas and migrating-bird sanctuaries from illegal poaching and toxic chemicals, a nature group said Monday.  At the 49 national wildlife areas and 94 bird sanctuaries, exotic species are crowding out native ones, poaching and other activity like boating is disturbing them and climate change and toxic pollutants are killing birds, the Canadian Nature Federation said in a report.  (See http://www.cnf.ca/media/sep_23_02.html)

Kyoto to fuel major lifestyle changes, Toronto Star, 24/9:  A plan that will eventually change how Canadians get to work, heat their homes, buy gas and run their industries will soon go before the federal cabinet. Tighter standards for energy efficiency in homes and home appliances are likely.  Tax incentives to convince drivers to switch to cleaner fuels such as ethanol and so-called biodiesel, which is derived from vegetable oil, are being considered.  At the same time, the government's draft plan is expected to propose multi-billion-dollar investments to develop mass transit as part of the Kyoto strategy. In all, ratification of the Kyoto treaty could cost Ottawa as much as $5 billion over five years.  (See http://www.thestar.com/NASApp/cs/ContentServer?pagename=thestar/Layout/Article_PrintFriendly&c=Article&cid=1026145589801)

Plan for compliance with Kyoto accord not ready for cabinet approval, Canadian Press, 23/9:  A plan over how to implement the Kyoto Protocol, expected to reach the Canadian cabinet this week, has become a casualty of consultations between the federal government and industry.  Officials had said a detailed proposal for cutting greenhouse emissions would be submitted to cabinet Tuesday. It now appears the document may be getting major surgery and may be far less specific than anticipated. An Environment Department source said the public should not expect a definitive plan before ratification.  (See http://www.canada.com/news/story.asp?id={70528D04-33B6-4B99-844B-4AFA2F1FB861}

*******
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REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA  (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

September 25, 2002

More Aid Needed - Meles, NGOs

UN Integrated Regional Information Networks: Ethiopian Prime Minister Meles Zenawi has said the international response to the drought affecting the country is inadequate. Although he welcomed food pledges from "some donors" he said that promised aid was still not enough to cover the needs of families hit by crop failures. "The response so far has been partially encouraging," he told a news conference, adding that Ethiopia was facing a "very serious drought" - comparable to 1999 when tens of thousands of people died. He spoke out as leading non-governmental organisations (NGOs) launched an attack on the European Union and western

governments for failing to do more to help victims of the drought. In a joint statement the charities - Save the Children UK, Pathfinder Ethiopia, CARE, Save the Children US Ethiopia, Oxfam GB, Catholic Relief Services, Christian Aid, and Action Aid - said that European countries were not doing enough to help the six million people who have been affected by the drought.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200209240031.html
Government to Help 345,000 Hit By Drought

UN Integrated Regional Information Networks: The Namibian government plans to spend up to US $14 million to provide relief to 345,000 people who face food shortages over the next eight months. Earlier estimates put the number of people in need at over 500,000 but this has been revised, Gabriel Kangowa, deputy director of the Emergency Management Unit told IRIN. The Caprivi region in the northeast of the country has been the hardest hit by drought, with about 25,000 villagers suffering the double blow of severe crop damage by wild animals. They join the estimated 14.4 million people facing similar food shortages in the rest of Southern Africa. Relief supplies could start moving by October. It would be transported by the government and distributed by Regional Emergency Management Units, whose committees comprise representatives of the Namibian Defence Force, the police, the Department of Health, and

NGOs.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200209240202.html
Deteriorating Food Security Outlook in Sool Plateau

UN Integrated Regional Information Networks: Abnormal levels of migration of livestock into and within Sool Plateau, northern Somalia, will have "grave" food security implications for the pastoralist community living in the region, says USAID's Famine Early Warning System (FEWS). The patchy and short Gu rains this year, lasting from March to May, had attracted a large migration of livestock, FEWS reported. The resulting competition for scarce resources, such as water, had also resulted in an abnormal migration of animals within the plateau, as well as to the Somali region of eastern Ethiopia. Calving rates, milk reproduction and livestock value had been affected during the third consecutive year of below normal rainfall in the region.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200209240064.html
Floods: Lagos Seeks $250m World Bank Loan

This Day (Lagos): Residents of Lagos State may be relieved if the government secures a $250 million loan it is seeking from the World Bank for flood control and cleaner environment. A representative of the bank, Mr. David Henley, told the News Agency of Nigeria (NAN) that the loan might be made available in 2003 for disease control, pollution reduction, traffic control and decongestion in the metropolis.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200209240421.html
WFP Team Gets Acquainted With People's Needs

Angola Press Agency (Luanda): A team with the World Food Programme (WFP) is since Monday in Eastern Lunda-norte province to get information about the number of needy people and their living conditions there. The delegation, is led by WFP regional representative to Lunda-norte and Lunda-sul, Antonio Muhongo, will also get acquainted with the nutritional situation of street kids and the purchasing capacity of the population. During its stay in the province, the WFP officials will distribute auxiliar material, such as guidelines on food security. That UN agency has recently resumed its activities in Lunda-Norte, after a break of four years.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200209240599.html
Flower Council Decries Forests Destruction

The East African Standard (Nairobi): Wanton destruction of forests in catchment areas is posing danger to supply and availability of water, the Kenya Flower Council (KFC) has said. KFC's chairman, Rod K Evans, said the rivers would dry up as forests were being depleted at an alarming rate and little being done to protect water catchment areas. "The main concern for all of us in Kenya is that the forests are being depleted in catchment areas and enough is not being done

to protect these areas," he said in an interview.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200209240341.html
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Topical News Issues
India questions UN's haze conclusions
Scientists at India's premier research organisation - the Indian Institute of Science - say the adverse implications suggested by a recent United Nations report on the Asian "brown haze" were exaggerated. 
The United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) had said there was a large blanket of pollution covering South Asia which was damaging agriculture, modifying rainfall patterns and putting a large part of the population at risk. 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/2277135.stm 


ASIA: Indian Scientists Blast UNEP Study On "Asian Brown Cloud"
Indian scientists yesterday criticized a U.N.-backed report on air pollution in southern Asia, saying it exaggerates the situation and insisting that Asia is not the only source of pollution, Agence France-Presse reports.
"The study has made sensational statements on the impact of pollution on monsoons and agriculture which are exaggerated and distorted," said Center for Atmospheric and Oceanic Sciences chairman J. Srinivasan.  "It has come to conclusions without any scientific basis."
http://unfoundation.org/unwire/current.asp#29118 

Rain clears some Borneo haze but health problems up
Reuters, Sept 25, 2002 – INDONESIA: JAKARTA - Overnight rain has helped clear the sky over some of Indonesian Borneo but suffocating smoke remains in the central part of the island where the number of people suffering ill health is rising, officials said yesterday.
http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/17902/story.htm 

Haze endangers Palangkaraya residents 
The Jakarta Post, Sept 25, 2002 - Agencies, Jakarta - Air pollution levels in Central Kalimantan were off the scale and people were in grave danger of dying painful deaths from carbon monoxide (CO) poisoning, officials said Tuesday.
Palangkaaraya Air Laboratorium head Andrie Manurung said levels of carbon monoxide and dust particles in the air had exceeded test parameters in Palangkaraya. 
http://www.thejakartapost.com/detailnational.asp?fileid=20020925.D01&irec=1 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

News from ROLAC

http://www.ips.org/index.htm

BRAZIL:

Despite Doubts, Activists Energised by Likely Lula Triumph 

RIO DE JANEIRO, Sep 24 (IPS) - The prospect of a triumph by Luiz Inacio

Lula da Silva in next month's presidential elections in Brazil has

generated excitement mixed with doubts among the country's social

movements, which see him as a son who has moved away, but without

severing family ties. 

Lula, the candidate of the leftist Workers' Party (PT), is a former

metalworker and trade unionist who was catapulted to national fame in

1978, when he led strikes challenging the 1964- 1985 military

dictatorship in Sao Bernardo do Campo, the hub of Brazil's car-making

industry, near Sao Paulo, the country's largest city. 

Before the armed forces withdrew from power in 1985, Lula took part in

''refounding'' the Central Unica de Travalhadores (CUT), which is now

the country's largest union. He later helped found the PT. 

-----In Search of "Private Statists" 

Fernando Almeida

The world is increasingly asking businesses to stop being mere

instruments for pillaging the planet and humanity. It is essential to

understand that sustainability is really a synonym for survival, says

Fernando Almeida, head of the Brazilian Business Council for Sustainable

Development. http://www.tierramerica.net/2002/0922/igrandesplumas.shtml

***

Eco-briefs: News on the environment in Latin America. Indians denounce

Mexican government for destroying forests...Chinese mining firm fined in

Peru… Latin American conference on environment begins in

Brazil...Colombia cuts use of ozone-depleting substances...Efforts to

halt dumping in El Salvador's Gulf of Fonseca...Businesses implement

environmental management in Honduras...Gender disparity in Nicaraguan

land ownership... http://www.tierramerica.net/2002/0922/iecobreves.shtml

***

Connect Yourself: Montreal Protocol on Ozone

On environmental issues, the nations of the world seem to have a hard

time reaching consensus, except in the case of the Montreal Protocol,

which has become the symbol of the fact that treaties can be effective

in solving problem created by humanity, in this instance, the

deterioration of the Earth's atmospheric ozone layer.

http://www.tierramerica.net/2002/0922/iconectate.shtml




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "Mercury" ��Tehran Times - Mercury in Fish May Be Linked to Infertility: Study� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Haze" ��Tehran Times - Indian Scientists Say There Is No "Asian Brown Cloud" -- Haze


�� HYPERLINK  \l "report" ��The Economic Times  - Asian brown cloud: Indian scientists debunk UN report 


�� HYPERLINK  \l "Brown" ��The Press Trust of India - "No scientific basis to show Asian Brown  … 


�� HYPERLINK  \l "Methyl" ��Reuters - US grain group seeks methyl bromide ban exemption
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