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Millennium Ecosystem Assessment Releases First Report 



From World Resources InstituteWednesday, September 24, 2003WASHINGTON, DC, September 24, 2003 - The Millennium Ecosystem Assessment (MA), the most extensive study ever of the linkages between the world's ecosystems and human well-being, today released its first report, "Ecosystems and Human Well-being."

The 245-page report lays out the approaches, assumptions, processes, and parameters scientists are using in the study. It offers decision-makers a mechanism to identify options that can better achieve core human development and sustainability goals and better understand the trade-offs in decisions about development and the environment. 

"The Millennium Ecosystem Assessment brings together state of the art natural and social science to bear on the needs of decision-makers concerning the links between ecosystems, human development, and sustainability," said Dr. Robert Watson, co-chair of the MA and chief scientists of The World Bank. "It will help them understand the multiple effects on an ecosystem of any management or policy change." 

The goal of the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment is to establish the scientific basis for actions needed to enhance the contribution of ecosystems to human well-being without undermining their long-term productivity. Its research results will be published starting late 2004 in a series of four in-depth reports and up to seven shorter studies intended for decision-makers in government, the private sector, and civil society groups. 

The other volumes will report on the conditions of Earth's ecosystems, describe plausible scenarios of ecosystem change and human well-being, and provide examples of responses to ecosystem changes and how to avoid them. Another volume will look at how these three topics are treated at a variety of scales from villages to regional watersheds in different assessments being undertaken around the world as part of the MA. Five additional reports will address biodiversity, desertification, wetlands, and the importance of ecosystems for human well-being, and the private sector. 

Some 500 scientists from 70 countries are working on these reports, and hundreds more will provide expert review of the assessment. Dozens of institutions throughout the world are contributing their expertise and supporting an on-going dialogue between the scientists and decision makers.

The studies will be published by the MA through Island Press. All the findings will also be available through the MA's website, www.millenniumassessment.org.

The Millennium Ecosystem Assessment (MA) is a 4-year, $21 million effort. It was designed by a partnership of UN agencies, international scientific organizations, and development agencies, with guidance from private sector and civil society groups. Major funding is provided by the Global Environment Facility, the United Nations Foundation, the David and Lucile Packard Foundation, and The World Bank. The MA Secretariat is coordinated by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).

The MA has been recognized by governments as a mechanism to meet part of the assessment needs of four international environmental treaties - the UN Convention on Biological Diversity, the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands, the UN Convention to Combat Desertification, and the Convention on Migratory Species. Twenty-two of the world's leading scientific bodies, including the Royal Society of the UK and the Third World Academy of Sciences, have pledged to ensure the quality of the reports and assist in its outreach to policy-makers. 

The MA's work is overseen by a 45-member board, co-chaired by Dr. Robert Watson, chief scientist of The World Bank, and Dr. A. H. Zakri, director of the United Nations University's Institute of Advanced Studies. The Assessment Panel, which oversees the technical work of the MA, includes 13 of the world's leading social and natural scientists. It is co-chaired by Angela Cropper of the Cropper Foundation, and Dr. Harold Mooney of Stanford University. Dr. Walter Reid is the director of the Millennium Assessment.



 ____________________________________________________________________________ ____________

U.S. Newswire

September 24, 2003 Wednesday 9:30 AM

Millennium Ecosystem Assessment Releases First Report

      DATELINE: WASHINGTON, Sept. 24

      BODY:

      The Millennium Ecosystem Assessment (MA), the most extensive study ever of the linkages between the

      world's ecosystems and human well-being, today released its first report, Ecosystems and Human

      Well-being.

      The 245-page report lays out the approaches, assumptions, processes, and parameters scientists are using

      in the study. It offers decision-makers a mechanism to identify options that can better achieve core human

      development and sustainability goals and better understand the trade-offs in decisions about development

      and the environment. 

      "The Millennium Ecosystem Assessment brings together state of the art natural and social science to bear on

      the needs of decision-makers concerning the links between ecosystems, human development, and

      sustainability," said Dr. Robert Watson, co-chair of the MA and chief scientists of The World Bank. "It will

      help them understand the multiple effects on an ecosystem of any management or policy change."

      The goal of the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment is to establish the scientific basis for actions needed to

      enhance the contribution of ecosystems to human well-being without undermining their long-term

      productivity. Its research results will be published starting late 2004 in a series of four in-depth reports and

      up to seven shorter studies intended for decision-makers in government, the private sector, and civil society

      groups.

      The other volumes will report on the conditions of Earth's ecosystems, describe plausible scenarios of

      ecosystem change and human well-being, and provide examples of responses to ecosystem changes and

      how to avoid them. Another volume will look at how these three topics are treated at a variety of scales

      from villages to regional watersheds in different assessments being undertaken around the world as part of

      the MA. Five additional reports will address biodiversity, desertification, wetlands, and the importance of

      ecosystems for human well-being, and the private sector.

      Some 500 scientists from 70 countries are working on these reports, and hundreds more will provide expert

      review of the assessment. Dozens of institutions throughout the world are contributing their expertise and

      supporting an on-going dialogue between the scientists and decision makers.

      The studies will be published by the MA through Island Press. All the findings will also be available through

      the MA's website, htp://www.millenniumassessment.org.

      The Millennium Ecosystem Assessment (MA) is a 4-year, $21 million effort. It was designed by a partnership

      of UN agencies, international scientific organizations, and development agencies, with guidance from private

      sector and civil society groups. Major funding is provided by the Global Environment Facility, the United

      Nations Foundation, the David and Lucile Packard Foundation, and The World Bank. The MA Secretariat is

      coordinated by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).

      The MA has been recognized by governments as a mechanism to meet part of the assessment needs of four

      international environmental treaties -- the UN Convention on Biological Diversity, the Ramsar Convention on

      Wetlands, the UN Convention to Combat Desertification, and the Convention on Migratory Species.

      Twenty-two of the world's leading scientific bodies, including the Royal Society of the UK and the Third

      World Academy of Sciences, have pledged to ensure the quality of the reports and assist in its outreach to

      policy-makers.

      The MA's work is overseen by a 45-member board, co-chaired by Dr. Robert Watson, chief scientist of The

      World Bank, and Dr. A. H. Zakri, director of the United Nations University's Institute of Advanced Studies.

      The Assessment Panel, which oversees the technical work of the MA, includes 13 of the world's leading

      social and natural scientists. It is co-chaired by Angela Cropper of the Cropper Foundation, and Dr. Harold

      Mooney of Stanford University. Dr. Walter Reid is the director of the Millennium Assessment.

      http://www.usnewswire.com ___________________________________________________________________________

PRIVATE


International Herald Tribune

Bush and UN are again talking past each other 


David E. Sanger NYT 
Wednesday, September 24, 2003 


WASHINGTON George W. Bush got off to a rocky start with the United Nations even before he was elected president, with declarations at the end of the 2000 presidential campaign that the U.S. military should not participate in the sort of "nation building" in the Balkans, or Somalia, for which the United Nations had long been known.

Once he became president, Bush quickly shifted tone on keeping troops in the Balkans, and indeed U.S. troops are still in Bosnia and Kosovo. But for two and half years now his relationship with the United Nations has been largely one of mutual suspicion and frustration, punctuated by tactical alliances as Bush picks and chooses when to work with the United Nations - in combating AIDS and nuclear proliferation - and when to walk away.

So it was hardly surprising that there was a distinct chill in the General Assembly on Tuesday as Bush came full circle, making a plea for the United Nations to take a bigger role in Iraq despite the bitter dispute this year over his decision to topple Saddam Hussein without the United Nations' explicit approval.

If there was any doubt that the breach between Bush and United Nations remains - wider than ever, by some measures - the evidence came Tuesday when Kofi Annan, the secretary general, roundly criticized "pre-emption," a core of Bush's national security strategy.

Without naming the United States, Annan dismissed the argument that "states have the right and obligation to use force pre-emptively, even on the territory of other states and even while the weapon systems that might be used to attack them are still being developed."

Bush, he suggested, again not naming names, had presented "a fundamental challenge to the principles" on which the United Nations was born, under American leadership, six decades ago.

Once again, the United Nations and Bush seemed to be talking past each other.

Indeed, no matter how much they act collectively on AIDS, or sex trafficking, the Bush administration and the world organization designed on the principle of collective security may simply never agree on how to handle perceived threats to peace, Bush's aides say.

"It's the classic argument about how much of your nation's security you can put in the hands of an institution that has often been dysfunctional," one of Bush's senior advisers said recently.

"For George Bush, that's not a question worth debating."

"For Dick Cheney," the official added, "it's not even worth raising."

Within the White House, Bush's aides insist that the president does not share the innate suspicion of the United Nations that some conservatives in his party have long voiced.

They cite his decision a year ago to challenge the United Nations to enforce its own resolutions about Saddam Hussein - a decision that put the issue squarely in the Security Council - as evidence that he was willing to first let the United Nations deal with the issue. They cite his support of UN-affiliated institutions, like the International Atomic Energy Agency, as they confront Iran's nuclear program.

"I actually think he wasn't as far from the fold as people think," said Richard Haass, who left the top policy-planning job at the State Department this summer after often arguing within the administration for greater interaction with the United Nations. "After debate, they have taken the biggest foreign policy issues to the UN: post-9/11 Afghanistan and the run-up to the Iraq war."

But Haass noted that "this administration is also willing to bypass the UN when it feels frustrated. You are not seeing an unconditional commitment to the UN but also not undying hostility."

Perhaps not, but to many in the United Nations it often seems that way.

To diplomats and others engaged in the world body, those campaign utterances signaled a new division of labor: The United States would handle showdowns, and others would handle the messy business of rebuilding.

Then came Bush's flat-out rejection of the Kyoto Protocol on global warming, and his withdrawal from the Antiballistic Missile Treaty. None of those actions directly challenged the United Nations, but they created the impression that given a choice between protecting American interests and working within a global system, Bush would regularly choose the former.

When Bush gave up in March on winning UN approval for military action in Iraq, he put the blame on the United Nations, declaring "the Security Council has not lived up to its responsibilities, so we will rise to ours." And he made it clear, both before and after the war, that he saw only a humanitarian role for the United Nations, not a political one.

Now he speaks of a UN role in drafting an Iraqi constitution - "I mean, they are good at that," he said in a television interview the other day - and to help oversee elections.

In the end, some of Bush's advisers say, what is really needed from the United Nations is legitimacy - for a new government in Iraq, for the U.S. occupation and any new countries that choose to send troops.

The New York Times 
________________________________________________________________________________________

The New York Times

September 24, 2003, 

 THE STRUGGLE FOR IRAQ: THE MOOD

      Bush's Day At the U.N.: It's Chilly, Still, There

      George W. Bush got off to a rocky start with the United Nations even before he was elected president, with  declarations at the end of the 2000 presidential campaign that the American military should not take part in  the sort of "nation building" in the Balkans, or Somalia, for which the United Nations had long been known.

      Once he became president, Mr. Bush quickly shifted tone on keeping troops in the Balkans, and indeed

      American troops are still in Bosnia and Kosovo. But for two and half years now his relationship with the

      United Nations has been largely one of mutual suspicion and frustration, punctuated by tactical alliances as Mr. Bush picks and chooses when to work with the United Nations -- in combating AIDS and nuclear

      proliferation -- and when to walk away. 

      So it was hardly surprising that there was a distinct chill in the General Assembly this morning as Mr. Bush  came full circle, making a plea for the United Nations to take a bigger role in Iraq despite the bitter dispute  this year over his decision to topple Saddam Hussein without the United Nations' explicit approval.

      If there was any doubt that the breach between Mr. Bush and United Nations remains -- wider than ever, by some measures -- the evidence came today when Kofi Annan, the secretary general, roundly criticized

      "pre-emption," a core of Mr. Bush's national security strategy.

      Without naming the United States, Mr. Annan dismissed the argument that "states have the right and

      obligation to use force pre-emptively, even on the territory of other states and even while the weapon

      systems that might be used to attack them are still being developed."

      Mr. Bush, he suggested, again not naming names, had presented "a fundamental challenge to the principles"  on which the United Nations was born, under American leadership, six decades ago.

      Once again, the United Nations and Mr. Bush seemed to be talking past each other.

      Indeed, no matter how much they act collectively on AIDS, or sex trafficking, the Bush administration and  the world organization designed on the principle of collective security may simply never agree on how to

      handle perceived threats to peace, Mr. Bush's aides say.

      "It's the classic argument about how much of your nation's security you can put in the hands of an

      institution that has often been dysfunctional," a senior Bush advisers said recently. "For George Bush, that's  not a question worth debating."

      "For Dick Cheney," the official added, "it's not even worth raising."

      Within the White House, Mr. Bush's aides insist that the president does not share the innate suspicion of the United Nations that some conservatives in his party have long voiced. They cite his decision a year ago to

      challenge the United Nations to enforce its own resolutions about Saddam Hussein -- a decision that put the  issue squarely in the Security Council -- as evidence that he was willing to first let the United Nations deal  with the issue. They cite his support of United Nations-affiliated institutions, like the International Atomic  Energy Agency, as they confront Iran's nuclear program.

      "I actually think he wasn't as far from the fold as people think," said Richard Haass, who left the top

      policy-planning job at the State Department this summer, and often argued for greater interaction with the

      United Nations. "After debate, they have taken the biggest foreign policy issues to the U.N.: post-9/11

      Afghanistan and the run-up to the Iraq war."

      But Mr. Haass noted that "this administration is also willing to bypass the U.N. when it feels frustrated."

      "You are not seeing an unconditional commitment to the U.N. but also not undying hostility," he said.

      Perhaps not, but to many in the United Nations it often seems that way.

      To diplomats and others engaged in the United Nations, those campaign utterances signaled a new division  of labor: the United States would handle showdowns, and others would handle the messy business of

      rebuilding.

      Then came Mr. Bush's rejection of the Kyoto protocol on global warming, and his withdrawal from the

      Antiballistic Missile Treaty. Those actions created the impression that given a choice between protecting

      American interests and working within a global system, Mr. Bush would regularly choose the former.

      The Sept. 11 attacks seemed to have changed that. Mr. Bush received a huge outpouring of sympathy --

      and applause -- when he came to the United Nations while the wreckage of the World Trade Center was still  smoldering. Even last year's address, when he challenged the United Nations to prove its relevancy, was well  received, and he got the first resolution he sought, warning Mr. Hussein of "serious consequences" if he

      defied United Nations resolutions demanding disarmament.

      But when Mr. Bush gave up on winning approval for military action in mid-March, he put the blame on the United Nations, declaring "the Security Council has not lived up to its responsibilities." He made it clear that  he saw only a humanitarian role for the United Nations, not a political one.

      Now he speaks of a United Nations role in drafting an Iraqi constitution -- "I mean, they are good at that,"

      he said in a television interview the other day -- and to help oversee elections.

      In the end, some of Mr. Bush's advisers say, what is needed from the United Nations is legitimacy -- for a

      new government in Iraq, for the American occupation and any new countries that choose to send troops.

      http://www.nytimes.com

      GRAPHIC: Photos: President Bush addressed the United Nations yesterday, calling on the world body to

      take a larger role in the rebuilding of Iraq. (Photo by Ozier Muhammad/The New York Times); (Photograph by

      Joao Silva for The New York Times)

      Chart: "The President on Nation-Building and the U.N."

      Oct. 11, 2000

      During a debate with Vice President Al Gore in Winston-Salem, N.C., giving his opinion of the American

      military intervention in Somalia:

      "It started off as a humanitarian mission then changed into a nation-building mission and that's where the

      mission went wrong. The mission was changed. And as a result, our nation paid a price, and so I don't think   our troops ought to be used for what's called nation-building. I think our troops ought to be used to fight  and win war. I think our troops ought to be used to help overthrow a dictator when it's in our best interests.  But in this case, it was a nation-building exercise."

      Oct. 11, 2001

      White House news conference to update effort to respond to Sept. 11 attacks:

      "We've got to work for a stable Afghanistan so that her neighbors don't fear terrorist activity again coming

      out of that country . . . I believe that the United Nations could provide the framework necessary to help

      meet those conditions. It would a useful function for the United Nations to take over the so-called

      nation-building."

      March 17, 2003

      In a televised address warning Saddam Hussein to leave Iraq within 48 hours or face invasion from

      American-led forces:

      "A broad coalition is now gathering to enforce the just demands of the world. The United Nations Security  Council has not lived up to its responsibilities, so we will rise to ours."

      Yesterday In a speech to the United Nations General Assembly:

      "Helping Afghanistan and Iraq to succeed as free nations in a transformed region, cutting off the avenues of  proliferation, abolishing modern forms of slavery -- these are the kinds of great tasks for which the United

      Nations was founded."

________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Oceans becoming more acidic 

     By Richard Black 

     BBC science correspondent 

     The world's oceans are slowly getting more acidic, say scientists. 

     The researchers from California say the change is taking place in response to  higher levels of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere. 

     The lowering of the waters' pH value is not great at the moment but could pose  a serious threat to current marine life if it continues, they warn. 

     Ken Caldeira and Michael Wickett, from the Lawrence Livermore National  Laboratory, report their concerns in the journal Nature. 

     Future prospects 

     Increasing use of fossil fuels means more carbon dioxide is going into the air,  and most of it will eventually be absorbed by seawater. Once in the water, it  reacts to form carbonic acid. 

             We're understanding that ocean uptake of CO2 may at  best be a mixed blessing 

             Ken Caldeira 

     Scientists believe that the oceans have already become slightly more acidic over the last

     century. 

     But these researchers have tried to predict what will happen in the future by combining what

     we know about the history of the oceans with computer models of climate change. 

     "This level of acidity will get much more extreme in the future if we continue releasing CO2 into

     the atmosphere," said Dr Caldeira. 

     "And we predicted amounts of future acidity that exceed anything we saw over the last several

     hundred million years, apart from perhaps after rare catastrophic events such as asteroid

     impacts." 

     If carbon dioxide release continues unabated, ocean pH could be reduced by as much as 0.77

     units, the authors warn. 

     Good and bad 

     It is not absolutely clear what that means for marine life, however. 

     Most organisms live near the surface, where the greatest pH change would be expected to

     occur, but deep-ocean lifeforms may be more sensitive to pH changes. 

     Coral reefs and other organisms whose skeletons or shells contain calcium carbonate may be

     particularly affected, the team speculate. They could find it much more difficult to build these

     structures in water with a lower pH. 

     In recent years some people have suggested deliberately storing carbon dioxide from power

     stations in the deep ocean as a way of curbing global warming. 

     But Dr Caldeira said that such a strategy should now be re-considered. 

     "Previously, most experts had looked at ocean absorption of carbon dioxide as a good thing -

     because in releasing CO2 into the atmosphere we warm the planet; and when CO2 is absorbed

     by the ocean, it reduces the amount of greenhouse warming. 

     "Now, we're understanding that ocean uptake of CO2 may at best be a mixed blessing." 

___________________________________________________________________________

Asahi.Com

EDITORIAL: Fight against poverty
Japan's lawmakers should be leading the charge.

For one in every five people on Earth, abject poverty is the norm. That means about 1.2 billion people struggle to survive on $1 (about 112 yen) a day. The international community has set out to reduce that by half by 2015 and to reduce the mortality rate among children under five by two-thirds, while ensuring that boys and girls everywhere will have a complete primary education.

These targets were among the Millennium Development Goals endorsed by world leaders at the United Nations summit held in September 2000 to mark the opening of a new millennium. There, world leaders look-ed back upon the 20th century and its 100 years of war and destruction and set out to address the huge task of eliminating poverty, the source of so much misery and misfortune threatening the whole world, through cooperation between industrial and developing countries.

Despite that international promise of cooperation, however, wars continue to rage while the gap between rich nations and poor nations has, if anything, widened. That was demonstrated in the recent breakdown in negotiations under the World Trade Organization.

This worsening situation has led the global aid community to develop new initiatives to recover the momentum to achieve the U.N. goals. Some of the initiatives were reported in a recent international conference in Tokyo sponsored by a volunteer organization and attended by aid activists, government officials and experts from international institutions and from Japan and other nations of Asia and Europe and the United States.

Sweden is conducting a ``The Chance of a Lifetime'' campaign to promote the U.N. millennium goals. The campaign encourages cooperation among the government, citizen groups and U.N. organizations in the international effort to end poverty through projects to help developing countries improve their education systems and protect the environment.

Britain's International Development Act became law last year. Defining the end of development assistance as ``a reduction in poverty,'' the law is designed to enable the government to expand cooperation with private business and nongovernmental organizations to achieve the millennium objectives.

In Japan, however, anti-poverty efforts are still limited in size and substance. The government clings to the traditional dependence upon official development assistance and investment as Japan's contribution. Japan's aid to developing countries is wide- ranging, to be sure, covering education and public health, environmental protection and debt relief. But aid programs are often hampered by poor coordination resulting from bureaucratic turf protection and general ineptness at dealing with private-sector organizations.

Japan has been no less outspoken than other nations in calling for numerical goals in poverty reduction and other humanitarian programs. It is more important than ever for the government and the private sector to work together to ensure aid is effective under economic constraints that force cuts in aid spending.

One example of effective, if not exactly high-profile, cooperation between the government and the private sector is the Asia-Japan Partnership Network for Poverty Reduction, a forum for joint efforts among NGOs, governments and U.N. bodies in Japan and other Asian nations to provide technical and financial assistance to poor farmers. Such grass-roots effort is very important.

One proposal at the conference in Tokyo was to have all countries contribute one percent of what they would spend on military budgets to a fund to fight poverty.

The issue of development aid is drawing wider interest among Japanese organizations and volunteer groups than ever, from business, local governments, universities and labor organizations to women and young people.

Unfortunately, fewer Japanese legislators are committed to the issue than is the case in European countries or in the United States, where international aid conferences are usually attended by many dedicated lawmakers. People like Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi and Naoto Kan, the head of Minshuto (Democratic Party of Japan), should lead the drive to raise Japan's contribution to the international community.

--The Asahi Shimbun, Sept. 24(IHT/Asahi: September 25,2003)

_________________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA  (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

25 September 2003
General Environmental news

African Rare Plants Threatened With Extinction

UN Integrated Regional Information Networks - Addis Ababa: Thousands of plant species in Africa are threatened with extinction, leading botanists meeting in Addis Ababa warned on Tuesday. As many as 4,500 of Africa's rare species of flowering plants – the continent has one fifth of the world's flora - are at risk, international scientists revealed. And some of the species may be lost forever before they are even discovered, the conference heard. Africa has around 45,000 documented plant specimens. The scientists are calling for action to prevent the looming catastrophe and warned that undiscovered plants might hold the key to curing cancer or provide vital medicines. "There is no question about the threat," Professor Sebsebe Demisse, head of the Ethiopian Flora Project, said. He warned that the main threat to Africa's plant life came in the shape of increasing industrialization and greater need by growing populations for governments to take the threat to plant life more seriously. The conference was organized by the Association for the Taxonomic Studies of the Flora of Tropical Africa (AETFAT). Some 200 scientists representing 35 different countries have gathered in the Ethiopian capital for the AETFAT conference, which takes place every three years.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200309240022.html
British High Commission Funds Environmental Assessment Training for Policy-Makers
Accra Mail (Accra): A five-day Strategic Environmental Assessment Training programme for policy-makers involved in shaping and implementing Ghana's Poverty Reduction Strategy started yesterday in Accra. It would run to 26 September 2003 under the auspices of the British High Commission. The training forms part of the second Phase of a Strategic Environmental Assessment of the GPRS which involves a review of the strategy and priorities set out in the Medium Term Development Plan as they relate to District Development Plans. The training programme aims to assess the environmental risks and opportunities presented by the policies of the GPRS, and to identify appropriate management/mitigation measures to ensure sound environmental management contributes towards both economic growth and poverty reduction. Specific goals of the training are: Assess the environmental impact GPRS policies; · Identify broad environmental impacts to ensure that wider, poverty related issues such as environmental health are fully assessed; · Relate potential environmental impacts and their management to sustainable growth and poverty outcomes; and · through the process of participation, increase understanding of poverty-environment linkages so that the environment is increasingly mainstreamed across Government and not simply perceived as the responsibility of the Ministry of Environment and Science.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200309240497.html
Pollution: Udu Communities Want Shell's Compensation

Vanguard (Lagos): COMMUNITIES affected by the untreated waste and other effluents pollution in Udu Local Government Area of Delta State have appealed to the management of Shell Petroleum Development Company (SPDC) to immediately commence full payment of compensation to people whose sources of economic livelihood were affected as a result of the pollution. In a statement the communities lamented that four years after the Seismic operations by Shell Petroleum Development Company (SPDC) communities affected by the untreated waste oil chemical and other effluents in the Local Government were yet to be paid their full compensations for the damage done to the land. The statement pointed out that the pollution had left the communities with no other source of livelihood as all their sources of income have been polluted by the operations of the Oil Company. The statement noted that the pollution had seriously affected, damaged and disturbed the health of the people, land, creeks, rivers, canals, vegetations, aquatic lives, sources of drinking water, fishing materials among others. 

http://allafrica.com/stories/200309240338.html
_________________________________________________________________________________________

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

Bahrain

Wild habitats in focus at conference

BAHRAIN'S eco-tourism potential, including its varied habitats and rich wildlife, came under spotlight at an international conference yesterday.

The country supports diverse and varied habitats, which are home for a variety of terrestrial and marine wildlife, a great potential for eco-tourism, said Bahrain University Biological Oceanography associate professor Dr Hashim Al Sayed. 

"Sustainable tourism should be based on diversification of tourism such as ecotourism, which makes use of such varied habitats and rich wildlife," he told the World Tourism Organisation seminar at the Ritz Carlton Bahrain Hotel and Spa.

Bahrain is home for more than 290 resident and passage migrant birds, said Dr Al Sayed.

"The Kingdom also harbours unique and fascinating plant life, which amounts to 254 species, many of which exhibit different arrays of adaptation to enable them to survive the harsh desert environment," he revealed.

"Similarly, several animal species live in the hot and dry desert of Bahrain. 

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=62384&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=26188
UAE

Whale shark sighted in Dubai Marina channel

The man-made channel at Dubai Marina was recently visited by a young but large whale shark, which stayed in the waters for over three days before returning to the ocean. This is the second time in less than a month when the particular species of fish was sighted in the waters of Dubai. 

Mohammed Abdul Rahman Hassan, Head of the Marine Environment and Sanctuaries Unit of the Environment Protection and Safety Section (EPPS) at Dubai Municipality, said that his unit swung into action and reached the location immediately after it was alerted of the sighting. 

 

"We had to make sure that the fish was not injured. Most of the large species of fish and whales that enter shallow areas get injured and are in bad shape, but this particular whale shark was in fine condition," he commented.

The sight of the fish, estimated by experts to be 4.5 to 5 metres long and weighing several hundred kilos, attracted large crowds for the three days that it swam around in the area.
http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2003/september/theuae_september607.xml
Stringent laws sought to protect wildlife

The Arab Gulf Cooperation Council (AGCC) should introduce stringent penalties and laws to protect wildlife and conserve the environment, Saudi Prince Bandar bin Mohammed Al Saud, Director of Protected Areas at the National Commission for Wildlife Conservation Development (NCWCD), said in Abu Dhabi yesterday. 

"We should introduce tough penalties and regulations to put an end to destruction of the environment and threats to wildlife," Prince Bandar told reporters during a one-day symposium on "the Saker Falcon Status in the Range Countries", held on the sidelines of the Arabian Hunting Show.

He called for a regional plan to educate the public on conservation and sustainable use of the environment and wildlife. 

He also urged the establishment of breeding centres for pure-bred Saker falcons in the region to increase its population and release a large number into the wild.

The Saker falcon, popularly known as 'Saqr' in Arabic and mainly used for traditional hunting, is in a critical situation today and is fighting a grim battle for its survival in the wild.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2003/september/theuae_september602.xml
Lebanon

Joint Committees approve draft to revive refineries

Parliament’s Joint Committees endorsed a draft law Tuesday aimed at designing, financing, developing, reconstructing and operating the Tripoli and Zahrani refineries, constructing a plant for the import and export of liquid natural gas, building installations for storing natural gas and installing networks for its distribution and sale. 
The draft law was endorsed on Tuesday during a meeting presided over by Deputy Speaker Elie Ferzli. According to Ferzli, few amendments to the draft law were made, including one related to the fate of workers in the refineries once contracts are awarded.

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/24_09_03/art5.asp
Kuwait

Govt urged to act fast on environment

Member of Parliament Marzooq Al-Hayeenie yesterday urged the government to immediately intervene to prevent the environmental catastrophe, threatening Ali Al-Sabah area (Umm Al-Haiman), where continuous leakage of poisonous gases from nearby factories is reported. He asked the concerned minister to take responsibility for the occurrence of such incidents and warned that people in the area were facing serious health problems.
Al-Hayeenie pointed out that last year the general director of the environment authority had warned to hold the factories accountable for such leakage and promised to stop issuing licences for any factory, which produce gases harmful for the environment and human health. The factories were asked to use filters and gas leakage control systems. He alleged that nothing had happened until now and the issue was still not solved.

http://www.kuwaittimes.net/today/local_news.shtml
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*
Justice essential to UN efforts in war-torn countries, Annan tells Security Council

*
Security Council calls on all UN members to help build justice in war-torn states

*
Primacy of UN dominates second day of General Assembly debate

*
Annan holds second day of bilateral meetings with world leaders

*
Africa’s problems come to fore in General Assembly debate

*
UN agency protests against Israeli raid on West Bank hospital

*
Diplomatic Quartet to meet on Middle East Road Map peace plan on Friday

*
National leaders sign, ratify UN treaties on organized crime, terrorism and torture
*
Need to support Afghanistan likely to continue beyond Bonn timetable – Annan

*
Secretary-General calls in African leaders for talks on DR of Congo

*
UN, EU agree on crisis management roles

*
New EU reunification rules could keep refugee families apart, UN agency warns
*
Viet Nam: UN official lauds 40% reduction in poverty since mid-1980s

*
UN rights chief urges fight against bias in Eastern Europe

*
UNICEF launches emergency hepatitis B vaccination campaign in Peru

*
Road safety experts seek to address rising toll of traffic deaths – WHO

*
UN official says agricultural investment key to alleviating Africa’s chronic hunger

* * * * 

Justice: Secretary-General

24 September – Saying there were no easy answers to the contradictory pressures of justice and reconciliation in restoring stability to conflict-shattered countries, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today called for more resources and greater effort as the world body seeks to enhance the rule of law in its peace operations.

“There cannot be real peace without justice,” Mr. Annan told a ministerial meeting of the Security Council on the role of the United Nations in justice and the rule of law, stressing that people lose faith in the peace process in the face of impunity for past grievous crimes and without a restoration of justice in rebuilding shattered societies.

He said Liberia – where the UN will embark on a new mission to bring peace to a country that has been devastated by 12 years of civil war, murder, rape and excesses by both adult and child soldiers – would be a test case for the world body in this area.

“Ending the climate of impunity is vital to restoring public confidence and building international support to implement peace agreements,” he said, but noted that there was also a need to achieve national reconciliation.

“There should be no amnesties for war crimes, genocide, crimes against humanity or other serious violations of international human rights,” he added. “Yet the relentless pursuit of justice may sometimes be an obstacle to peace. If we insist at all times and in all places on punishing those who are guilty of extreme violations of human rights, it may be difficult or even impossible to stop the bloodshed and save innocent civilians. If we always and everywhere insist on uncompromising standards of justice, a delicate peace may not survive.”

Mr. Annan mentioned various mechanisms, including the establishment of truth and reconciliation commissions, to respond to the dilemma.

But he also said: “We have learned that the rule of law delayed is lasting peace denied, and that justice is the handmaiden of true peace. Implementing these lessons is a tremendous challenge.”

* * * 

Justice: Security Council

24 September – The Security Council today appealed to all 191 United Nations Member States for input into further enhancing the world body’s efforts to establish justice and the rule of law as essential elements of its peacekeeping operations in countries recovering from the crimes and brutalities of civil war and violence.

A ministerial meeting of the 15-member body on the role of the United Nations in justice and the rule of law welcomed an offer from Secretary-General Kofi Annan to provide a report “which could guide and inform further consideration of these matters.”

“The Council invites all members of the United Nations, and other parts of the United Nations system with relevant expertise, to contribute to this process of reflection and analysis on these matters,” said a Council statement read out by Foreign Secretary Jack Straw of the United Kingdom, which currently holds the rotating Presidency.

A further meeting on the same subject is scheduled for 30 September.

In his opening address, Mr. Annan stressed that there could be no real peace without justice, but also underlined the dilemma of balancing need for punishment with the need for reconciliation in war-riven nations.

* * *
General Assembly

24 September – The primacy of the United Nations, Security Council reform, terrorism, poverty and development continued to dominate the General Assembly on the second day of its annual high-level meeting as Heads of State and Government mounted the rostrum to address the 191-member body’s general debate.

Opening the morning session, President Joaquim Alberto Chissano of Mozambique said sceptics have recently wondered whether the UN had lost its credibility and relevance. “The answer is clear: The role of the United Nations as the main instrument for the maintenance of international peace and security has more than ever before been vindicated,” he declared. “It must be strengthened, safeguarded and adequately funded,” he added. The 15-member Security Council must be expanded to make it more representative, with African receiving at least two permanent member positions, he said.

Noting recent international terrorist attacks, President Chissano said: “The United Nations remains the most appropriate forum for the search for the best ways and means of combating terrorism.” He referred to recent positive events in Africa, including the formation of a transitional government in the Democratic Republic of the Congo and the ceasefire in Liberia, adding: “Africa is endowed with human and natural resources that can contribute decisively to its own development. What we need is an opportunity, an opportunity to integrate ourselves into the world economy.”

President Enrique Bolanos Geyer of Nicaragua also emphasized the importance of the UN. “The world must not be intimidated by terrorism,” he declared. “The role of the United Nations as a guarantor of collective security is irreplaceable.” He called for a new era of international cooperation “within the multilateral system to combat…terrorism, corruption, drug trafficking, trafficking in arms and persons and transnational crime, which are harmful to the consolidation of democracy and progress.”

Pledging to fight corruption, President Bolanos said Nicaragua “greatly appreciates the efforts to translate a United Nations convention against corruption into reality.” He also called for a more equitable international trading system through the World Trade Organization, declaring that international cooperation is not sufficient to achieve economic development. “We want fair treatment,” he said. “This is the issue, and we hope the developed countries will be favourably disposed towards a new trade relationship with developing countries like Nicaragua.”

Noting that the war in Iraq and its aftermath have “put to test the UN capability, credibility and role in the world,” President Arnold Ruutel of Estonia said: “I would like to believe that the past year has not undermined the morale of the world organization but rather on the contrary. The ordeals and the war of Iraq have been a lesson and deepened conviction that the UN should be even more decisive and efficient in future than today.” He welcomed Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s pledge that despite terrorist attack against it in Baghdad the UN would continue working in Iraq. “Terrorists should not determine the future of Iraq and make the people of Iraq and the international community withdraw from the goal of building up a sovereign, democratic and prosperous Iraq,” he added.

President Ruutel devoted much of his speech to the importance of the environment and sustainable development. Noting the problem of limited resources, a bourgeoning world population and pollution, he said: “Environment protection and ensuring of the welfare of mankind and wildlife is becoming an ever more important and difficult task. It is not by chance that the UN declared the year 2003 the International Year of Fresh Water and that the year 2002 focused on eco-tourism and mountain regions.”

President John Agyekum Kufuor of Ghana noted that the past two years have been “years of near apocalyptic ordeal for the world and this great Organization,” caught as they were in “crossfires of terrorism, violence and wars.” Making a plea that the UN not be deterred by the terrorist attack in Baghdad, he said: “We in Ghana still believe in the United Nations as the global repository of humankind’s aspiration. We believe that the problems of the 21st century cannot be addressed without universal commitment to multilateralism spearheaded by the United Nations.”

President Kufuor made a plea, too, not to abandon Africa in its efforts to resolve its internal conflicts or its battle against scourges like AIDS, hunger, poverty and under-development. He noted that the UN Human Development Report for 2003 “exposes the tragedy that besets sub-Saharan Africa” – that it will take 150 years for the region to achieve the Millennium Development Goals, which Member States had hoped to achieve by 2015. He also endorsed an expansion of the Security Council with two new permanent seats for Africa.

Taking the rostrum next, President Abdelaziz Bouteflika of Algeria said mounting threats imperilled the status and role of the UN. “Indeed, recent developments marked the opening of a new phase of instability and uncertainty highlighting the dangers arising out of the sidestepping of our Organization in the conduct of world affairs,” he declared. Stressing that the UN remains the best place where Member States should join in collective endeavours in their quest of the common good, he said: “Therefore, strengthening our organization and improving its efficiency stands as a collective task and a shared responsibility of all Member States, and a duty stemming from their commitment to preventing crisis situations, addressing threats to international peace and security, and ensuring conditions for sustainable development.”

President Bouteflika also called for greater international intervention on the Middle East conflict to “firmly urge Israel to fully cooperate for a global, just and lasting solution, which necessarily includes the establishment of a sovereign Palestinian State.” In Iraq, he said, only the UN “can legitimately and efficiently accompany the institution building and reconstruction of the country, and its role in these processes is of paramount importance.”

The President of Ecuador, Lucio Gutiérrez, said the situation in Colombia had been his Government’s major preoccupation since the beginning of his term of office. Given the serious threat the Colombian conflict posed to the entire region, the Presidents of the Rio Group had this past spring urged Secretary-General Kofi Annan to use his good offices to spur a peace process in Colombia, and to exhort the guerrilla movements to cease hostilities and enter into an open-ended and transparent dialogue for a peaceful and definitive resolution of the conflict.

President Gutiérrez also addressed the problem of external debt and how it stymied the efforts of poor nations and said debt should not be dealt with solely as an economic issue, but must be recognized as constituting a social and human tragedy. Servicing their external debt, devoid of generosity from developed nations, absorbed the vast bulk of many nations’ efforts and savings, he noted. The President said poor nations were not, however, asking for charity, only a chance to grow. Ecuador, for example, devoted over 40 per cent of its income to servicing its external debt.

Pakistani President Pervez Musharraf said while eradicating terrorism was a global fight, it must not erode the moral values of societies. “It must not be hijacked by those who seek to use it as an excuse to suppress other peoples. It must not be allowed to engender a clash of civilizations – a clash between Islam and the West.” Islam is a faith of peace and must not be confused with the narrow vision of a few extremists, he added. The way forward was to adopt a strategy to build harmony, promote moderation, oppose extremism and ensure justice. That would call for Muslim nations to assume responsibility for internal reform and renewal, eschewing extremism and confrontation. 

For its part, Mr. Musharraf continued, the West must help resolve disputes and situations where Muslim peoples are oppressed such as in Palestine and Kashmir. They must reject attempts to equate terrorism with Islam, and must assist the Muslim world in poverty alleviation and socio-economic development. The UN also had a role to play – it must quickly reach consensus on a way to restore Iraq’s stability, security and sovereignty, he said.  In addition, Mr. Musharraf invited India to join Pakistan in a sustained dialogue with regards to Kashmir. He said while India had stepped back from its “dangerous and failed experiment in coercive diplomacy” last year, it continued to ignore to relevant Security Council resolutions on the Kashmiri people’s right to self-determination. India also had refused Pakistan’s offers of dialogue to help resolve the dispute, he said.

Vicente Fox, the President of Mexico, told the Assembly that the world today hung in a “fragile and perilous” balance, mainly as a result of a collective inability to ensure sustained development and peace. All nations are facing the fallout of a type of globalization, which had triggered economic imbalances, particularly among poorest countries. Unchecked, it was also triggering violence, and supporting organized crime and terrorism. Adding that no country large or small could shoulder the responsibility alone, the global community could end hunger, exclusion, crime and inequality once and for all.

Mexico understood the benefits of working as a team both nationally and internationally to ensure all around progress, Mr. Fox said. With that in mind, he reiterated that the UN was the most fitting forum to promote the idea of collective action. He also warned that perhaps the very future of the Organization hung on the decisions that would be made concerning the reconstruction and future of Iraq. Above and beyond Iraq, he said, there were other problems, particularly unresolved and escalating hostilities in the Middle East, ongoing conflict in Africa, and increasing tensions in Asia surrounding weapons of mass destruction. It was time to ensure that diplomacy and dialogue pointed the way forward on those issues.

The Chancellor of Germany, Gerhard Schröder, repeated the urgent appeal issued by Federal Chancellor Willy Brandt in 1980 to recognize that the globalization of dangers and challenges – war, chaos and self-destruction – calls for a domestic policy which goes much beyond “national items.” To achieve that, peace, security and respect for human rights should be resolutely pursued, conflicts prevented and stable structures created within an effective multilateral strategy, he added. While committed to intensive international cooperation under the aegis of the UN, Mr. Schröder said the Organization must be strengthened, so that it can guide the international community towards a universal order based on law, human dignity, good governance and prosperity for all.

Mindful of their history, he continued, Germans advocated cooperative policies based upon economic, political and humanitarian means in pursuit of peace and justice in the Middle East, Africa and other areas. Yet, shoulder-to-shoulder with its partners in the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) and European Union (EU), Germany would assume the military responsibility to secure peace and protect human beings when there was no other way, he added. More than 9,000 members of the German armed forces and police were currently deployed on international missions. Mr. Schröder also said while major advances had been secured in the realization of the common goals enshrined in the UN Charter, the fight against hunger, injustice and poverty had yet to be won.

Speaking late yesterday, Prime Minister Jose Maria Aznar of Spain said “the world will be a better place if we obey our own rules.” He said the UN embodies international law and compliance with its resolutions is in the interest of all. Supporting calls to reform the UN and the Security Council, he noted that this was “unquestionably a complex issue.” Terrorists and States violating international law threaten that which we hold dearest, our lives and our liberty, he said, and urged Member States to continue to work to produce a general list of terrorist organizations and “not provide moral alibis to killers.”

On Iraq, Mr. Aznar said efforts must be geared towards restoring sovereignty to the Iraqi people so that they may freely benefit from their own resources. He proposed an agreement that allows for a multinational force under a single command with the clear mission to guarantee peace and stability. “Because of the high risk of terrorist activity in Iraq, the task cannot be entrusted to an intervention force but precisely to a force which ensures peace and stability,” he stated.

The Vice-President of Bolivia, Carlos Mesa Gisbert, also addressed the Assembly during its debate, as did the Foreign Ministers of China, Li Zhaoxing, and Australia, Alexander Downer.

* * *

Secretary-General

24 September – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan began a second day of bilateral meetings with world leaders today on the margins of the General Assembly’s annual high-level debate, conferring with Ahmad Chalabi, who currently holds the rotating Presidency of the 25-member Iraqi Governing Council.

With dozens of Heads of State and Government in town to address the Assembly during its two-week long general debate, Mr. Annan met yesterday with United States President George W. Bush, German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder, French President Jacques Chirac and Canadian Prime Minister Jean Chrétien among others.

He is expected to discuss a whole raft of issues ranging from the UN role in bringing peace to Iraq to the fundamental reforms he has called for in the world body’s institutions, including the Security Council.

Other leaders he was meeting today included President Joseph Kabila of the Democratic Republic of the Congo, where the UN has a peacekeeping mission, Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi of Italy, current president of the European Union and Afghan President Hamid Karzai.

He was also conferring with the Foreign Ministers of the 10 non-permanent members of the Security Council.

In his meeting with Mr. Chalabi, Mr. Annan voiced concern about the condition of his own staff in view of last month’s terrorist attack on UN headquarters in Baghdad and the general security situation in Iraq, a spokesman for the Secretary-General said. 

“Mr. Chalabi specifically expressed the hope that the UN would maintain a presence in Iraq,” Fred Eckhard said. “The Secretary General responded that the safety of our staff there is paramount. He is keeping that matter under constant review and he repeated a line from his speech (to the General Assembly) yesterday, that subject to security conditions, the UN system is prepared to play a full role in working for a satisfactory outcome in Iraq.”

In reply to a question, the spokesman said there just under 60 international staff in Baghdad and a similar number in the northern Iraq, with over 4,000 national staff.

* * * 
General Assembly

24 September – The problems of Africa, including AIDS, hunger, poverty and underdevelopment, came to the fore of the second afternoon session of the annual high-level meeting of the United Nations General Assembly, with six Heads of State or Government from the continent among the 15 leaders to mount the rostrum.

The session’s first speaker, President Domitien Ndayizeye of Burundi, appealed for a change in the global financial and trade systems to help poor countries develop in their struggle against poverty. “The economic and social imbalances resulting from the inequitable and non-inclusive character of the international financial architecture do not permit an efficient response to today’s very complex challenges,” he declared. “The interests and needs of developing countries are not sufficiently taken into account. The gulf between rich and poor is growing. It is therefore our collective duty to create an environment favourable for all the poor.”

Noting the high level of misery and suffering in Africa, President Ndayizeye said less advanced countries were marginalized in the international financial system and deserved “special attention in terms of public development aid, direct foreign investments, debt relief, capacity strengthening and access to international markets.” He called for the elimination of all forms of export subsidies by rich countries that distort trade as well as various non-tariff barriers. Another major challenge is the battle against the AIDS pandemic, which “decimates whole populations, turns millions of children into defenceless orphans and drowns all development efforts,” he said. “Faced with such a danger, action is urgently needed.”

For his part, President Svetozar Marović of Serbia and Montenegro stressed the importance of the UN in the battle against terrorism and solving other conflicts. “We can defeat terrorism only if we all join forces. That is why multilateralism for us has no alternative and the United Nations is a guarantee for that. Both today and tomorrow,” he declared. Referring to the fighting between Albanians and Serbs that tore Kosovo apart four years ago, he said: “The activities of the United Nations in Kosovo demonstrate that with good intentions on all sides there is hope to create preconditions for dialogue, instead of hatred and conflicts, so that people discuss and resolve the problems instead of creating new ones. We are glad that one of the crucial issues to the stability of the entire region – the issue of Kosovo – is at a threshold of dialogue, as we have called for.”

Referring to the fierce Balkan wars of the past decade, President Marović said: “From our own recent experience we know a lot about victims and suffering. That is why we call for an end to violence in all parts of the world – in Baghdad and Iraq in Jerusalem and in the Middle East. We are convinced that the international community and the United Nations, primarily the Security Council will find a way to stabilization and life in peace and freedom for all people. The human race has only one world to live in.”

The President of The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Boris Trajkovski, said reforming the UN – particularly the Security Council – and revitalizing the General Assembly were of crucial importance and should be pursued in an effective and efficient manner. It is obvious that all Member States needed to be more vocal in their support for multilateralism, particularly to ensure the eradication of poverty, combat HIV/AIDS, protect the environment and prevent conflict. He went on to say that terrorism was the most serious contemporary threat for humanity and must remain the highest priority.

Looking homeward, President Trajkovski said his country had launched numerous regional initiatives in order to contribute constructively to cooperation with and among its neighbours. Macedonia had also recognized that the country could move beyond its unfortunate past by promoting the significant links among the people living in southeastern Europe, he added. In the Balkans today, President Trajkovski said the spirit of collaboration and mutual respect was now emerging, even between “yesterday’s enemies and opposing factions.” While expressing deep concern for the recent upsurge in inter-ethnic violence in Kosovo, he said in other areas, there had been gradual but steady reconciliation.

Speaking next, President Leonid D. Kuchma of Ukraine emphasized the major role the UN could play in a comprehensive strategy for conflict prevention. “In my opinion, peacekeeping operations with preventive mandate of the United Nations Security Council could become one of the key instruments of such a system,” he said. “There is also a need to further develop and improve the principles and mechanisms of application of international sanctions aimed at curbing the supply of weapons to zones of conflict.”

President Kuchma also called for stronger action to prevent terrorism, including effective measures to counter the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, as well as UN reform. “Effective response to new challenges requires urgent actions in reforming the United Nations and, first of all, its Security Council,” he said. “I am confident that further delay in the long-overdue reforms can result in a serious crisis of confidence for the United Nations. We cannot let it happen. There can be no viable alternative to the United Nations as a singular global organization.” 

Senegalese President Abdoulaye Wade said the threat of terrorism required a collective response and his country believed that Africa should not be the “soft underbelly” in the fight. Senegal had demonstrated its commitment to the resolution of conflict in Africa and, by urging the parties in the Côte d’Ivoire conflict to commit to the French-brokered January peace accords, had proclaimed that the time for coups d’etat on the continent was past. Legitimate power should be acquired, conserved and transmitted only through elections, not through force of arms, he stressed.  

As Chair of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, he said Senegal continued to be concerned about the ongoing conflict in the Middle East where too much blood had been shed. President Wade stressed that negotiations on the basis of the Quartet’s Road Map must be resumed and that Israel must be warned that any attack on the physical integrity of President Yasser Arafat would bring incalculable consequences. On development, he said the problems of globalization made a new type of partnership necessary if the insidious cycle of poverty was to be broken. The New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD), on the basis of clear parameters, aimed at fostering peace, stability and good governance, he said.

The President of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Joseph Kabila, joined the wider international community in reaffirming total condemnation of terrorism. Turning to the situation in his country, he briefly outlined the events of this past spring and summer when ethnic violence swept the resource-rich northeastern Ituri province and devastated the main town of Bunia. While the deployment of a multinational peacekeeping force had quelled the violence in Ituri, the fighting had left a gaping wound and the slightest slip could reignite the hostilities, he warned. South Kivu in particular required close monitoring as violence had recently flared there.

Mr. Kabila said the DRC was pressing forward with its efforts to ensure reconciliation and reform, which would culminate in the holding of free and fair elections. He hoped the international community would provide assistance at all stages of the electoral process. DRC for its part was making strides toward ensuring economic and regional integration, as well as open and honest dialogue and reconciliation among all the people of the Great Lakes, he said. While his country was determined to promote good neighbourly relations and sharing to combat HIV/AIDS, the proliferation of small arms and anti-personnel mines, Mr. Kabila said he would reject interference and destabilizing forces. He called on neighbouring countries to respect his country’s sovereignty.

For his part President Obiang Nguema Mbasogo of Equatorial Guinea lamented the global economic disparity and the loss of UN authority, and he called for the moral and political reform of the world body. “The efforts undertaken to establish a new international economic order ensuring global cooperation for the development of the planet have resulted in the division of the world into North and South, while cooperation and aid is offered under imposed political conditions,” he said. “We believe that globalization should necessarily provide for a programme of sustainable development for developing countries so that they can acquire a certain maturity that allows them to get some advantage from such integration.”

Turning to UN reform, Mr. Nguema said: “At the same time, the United Nations is without authority because there is no democracy in its decision-making bodies, and its ability for humanitarian aid is limited by the proliferation of disasters caused by war and terrorism. In our opinion, lamentably, humanity is now dehumanized and the United Nations has lost its authority. Today it is our duty to assume the responsibility of reconstructing this organization politically and morally, giving it back its authority. It is the only world organism capable of representing humankind with authority and the only one where we can achieve universal consensus.”

Underlining the huge problems of AIDS, poverty and debt afflicting Africa, Prime Minister Pakalitha B. Mosisili of Lesotho called for the developed countries to meet the commitments made at all the major UN conferences and at the 2000 Millennium Summit. “In our part of the world, southern Africa, governments are overwhelmed by the high levels of morbidity and mortality, especially among the working age group in all sectors, including health and agriculture. HIV and AIDS have become the leading cause of food insecurity and famine that plagues so many of our people today,” he said. “We therefore stress the need for urgent assistance to Lesotho and to the southern African region, with increased supplies of the anti-retroviral and other related HIV and AIDS drugs, in order to curb the scourge.”

He also stressed the need for the international community to review the list of heavily indebted poor countries and those on the borderline, “so that all poor countries like Lesotho, which face debt servicing difficulties, could be considered under the Enhanced Heavily Indebted Poor Country (HIPC) debt initiative. My delegation also shares the view that debt cancellation for Least Developed Countries should be considered as a viable option for enabling the said countries to inject that money into their economies,” he added.

The recent wave of terror attacks and the havoc they have created worldwide have instilled a sense of fear and uncertainty, Tuvalu’s Prime Minister, Saufatu Sopoanga, said. He said as a small island developing country, Tuvalu’s biggest fear is the resolve of developed countries to also address developmental and environmental issues so fundamental to lasting world peace and security. Mr. Sopoanga said the isolation and lack of infrastructure of the Pacific islands leaves them vulnerable to terrorism and threatens their security, “especially the security of our traditional and cultural practices upon which our very existence depends.”

Mr. Sopoanga pointed out that as Tuvalu moves into the 21st century, it is challenged by the many changes that are taking place in the world, especially through globalization. The recent breakdown in discussions on international trade in Cancún, Mexico, clearly shows developing countries are no longer “willing to accept the rhetoric of those who want to impose a trade regime that tends to favour the wealthy and marginalize the poor,” he said. He stressed the genuine need to better recognize the special case of small island developing states, as their best efforts to escape the cycle of poverty and marginalization are doomed without the support of the international community, civil society, and the private sector. 

For his part, the Prime Minister of Mauritius Anerood Jugnauth said the attack on the UN compound in Baghdad underscored the urgent need for the major overhaul and reform of the world body. Calling on member States not to undermine the UN, he said as a small island, Mauritius was highly vulnerable to terrorist threats and it was only through international cooperation that it could effectively fight the war against terrorism. 

Addressing the situation in the Middle East, Mr. Jugnauth deplored the international community’s failure to find lasting solutions in the region. He said Yasser Arafat was an essential part of the solution and that any attempt to sideline him would be detrimental to any peace initiative. He also deplored the long running conflicts in Africa and called on the countries that manufacture and market the weapons “to ensure that Africa does not continue to be their killing fields.” Mr. Jugnauth also called on the Assembly to lend the necessary support to next year’s meeting to review the Barbados Programme of Action, which addresses a host of challenges faced by small island developing states.

For his part, Prime Minister Ilham Aliyev of Azerbaijan stressed that the only response to terrorism should be the “uncompromising fight” against anyone who resorts to such tactics, “no matter what goals are used as a cover.” The success in the fight against terrorism could not be achieved without eradicating its underlying roots and eliminating factors creating a favourable environment for its dissemination. “On the other hand, it is not possible to resolve conflicts throughout the world, including in the South Caucasus, under conditions of the continuing practice of terrorism and support for it on the state level,” he added.

Prime Minister Aliyev said Azerbaijan had fallen victim to aggression, occupation and terror unleashed by Armenia and that its appeals to the international community to unite in efforts in combating terrorism went unheeded. “Ten years have elapsed since the Security Council adopted four resolutions, demanding the immediate, complete and unconditional withdrawal of the Armenian occupying forces from the Azerbaijani territories,” he said. “Azerbaijan has on many occasions declared its commitment to the peaceful settlement of the conflict on the basis of norms and principles of international law. We are determined to continue with our efforts in this direction and we count on the active participation on the part of the international community.”

Also addressing the Assembly during its afternoon session were the Vice-President of Costa Rica, Linnette Saborio, and the Foreign Ministers of Denmark, Per Stig Moeller, Lebanon, Jean Obeid, and Romania, Mircea Geoana.

* * *

Middle East

24 September – The main United Nations relief agency for Palestinian refugees today protested to Israel over its raid on a UN-run hospital in the West Bank town of Qalqilya, calling it a  “serious breach” of international law and charging that Israeli troops made medical staff leave their patients and lie on the hospital floor.

“Israeli soldiers are now searching the hospital room by room and doors have been kicked in by the troops. A number of windows have been broken,” the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) said in a statement issued before the raid ended and the troops withdrew.

“This serious disruption to its medical operations and breach of international conventions governing the treatment of the United Nations…is also a complete breach of the Geneva Convention and its protocols, which accord hospitals special protection during conflicts,” it added. “Hospitals may not be targets of military operations under the Convention, and the excuse of ‘military necessity’ is specifically ruled out.” 

The agency warned that the intrusion carried the serious risk of cross-contamination of sterile areas and that key areas would be out of operation until they can be rendered sterile. 

* * *
Middle East

24 September – In an effort to put the Middle East peace process back on track after weeks of attack and counter-attack by the Israeli and Palestinian sides, the so-called diplomatic Quartet of the United Nations, United States, Russia and European Union (EU) will meet on Friday at the principals level, a UN spokesman said today.

Secretary-General Kofi Annan will represent the UN at the meeting, with Russian Foreign Minister Igor Ivanov, United States Secretary of State Colin Powell and a European delegation including Foreign Minister Franco Frattini of Italy, which currently holds the EU Presidency, Chris Patten, External Relations Commissioner of the European Commission, and Javier Solana, EU High Representative for a Common Foreign and Security Policy.

The Quartet is sponsoring the Road Map peace plan, which calls for Israel and the Palestinians to take a series of parallel and reciprocal steps culminating in the achievement of two states living side by side in peace by 2005.

In the face of the continuing violence Mr. Annan has said repeatedly in recent weeks that security for both Israelis and Palestinians can best be achieved by the political process of conflict resolution called for in the Road Map.

* * *

Treaties

24 September –World leaders and government ministers are signing or undertaking legally binding treaty actions this week on agreements dealing with transnational organized crime, terrorism, the safety of United Nations personnel, tobacco control and torture as part of an event held on the fringes of the high-level debate in the United Nations General Assembly.

While action can be taken on any of the 500 treaties deposited with UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan, focus will be on such agreements as the Convention against Transnational Organized Crime, which requires countries to cooperate with one another for the apprehension and conviction of criminals engaged in cross-border illicit activities.

Under the International Convention for the Suppression of the Financing of Terrorism, countries agreed to criminalize the act of providing or collecting funds with the intention or knowledge that those funds would be used to carry out a terrorist attack as defined by the treaty.

This year, following the bombing of UN headquarters in Baghdad, special emphasis is also being placed on the Convention on the Safety of United Nations and Associated Personnel.

Other treaties include the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control, the first global agreement negotiated under the auspices of the UN World Health Organization (WHO), and the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture.

In a letter of invitation sent in April to Heads of State or Government asking their participation, the Secretary-General reminded them of the “adequate measures” they might need to take to bring their domestic legislation into line with the treaty obligations, and that, should they need it, assistance is available.

* * *

Afghanistan

24 September – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today asked a special ministerial meeting of some 20 countries, including some of the world’s richest, for renewed help for the Afghan Government and said the support will likely be required into the future because “the need is even greater than we thought and likely to last longer.”

According to a text of his remarks released after the closed-door meeting, Annan said the governments should be prepared to plan for continued assistance beyond the 2004 time frame set by an international donors’ conference in Bonn in 2001 and called for a new international meeting early next year to re-assess needs.

“The (Afghan) Government needs your support in funding the Afghan Reconstruction Trust Fund,” Mr. Annan said. “In particular, it may be necessary to take another look at reconstruction and development needs beyond the timeframe set out in the Bonn Agreement. Many of the pledges made last year in Tokyo extended only through the end of the Bonn process. It has become clear since then that the need is even greater than we thought, and likely to last longer.”

Although the Secretary-General praised many of the accomplishments in Afghanistan in the past year – including vastly increased food production, the return to school of millions of girls and boys, and general political and infrastructure advances – he said, “significant challenge remain.”

“Arbitrary rule by local commanders prevails in many areas of the country, blocking the extension of the law and authority of the government. Too often, human rights are violated with impunity. Illegal narcotics production has flourished, which in turn finances factional and criminal agendas and undermines legitimate economic activities,” he said.

Mr. Annan added that deadly attacks on national and international aid workers have increased. “Such insecurity hampers reconstruction activities and severely threatens political participation across a wide region of the country,” he said. “It is essential that the Afghan Government and international community do not allow this to happen. We must protect the gains we have made.”

Listed as speakers for the meeting were Afghan President Hamid Karzai, the Deputy Prime Ministers of Turkey and Turkmenistan and the Foreign Ministers of the permanent members of the Security Council, China, France, United Kingdom, Russian Federation and United States.

Other participants included the Foreign Ministers of Canada, Denmark, Germany, Iran, India, Italy, Netherlands, Norway, Pakistan, Romania, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan, as well as high-ranking delegates from Saudi Arabia, Japan, the European Commission and the Council of the European Commission.

* * *

DR of Congo

24 September – Capitalizing on recent “positive developments” in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has called for tomorrow a high-level meeting on the war-torn country.

The meeting is being convened to build on the recent positive developments in and around the DRC, including the establishment of a Government of National Unity and Transition, with the aim of turning a new page in relations among regional neighbours, according to a background note issued by a spokesman for the Secretary-General.

The meeting at UN Headquarters in New York, being held on the sidelines of the General Assembly’s annual high-level debate, is expected to include the Presidents of Burundi, the DRC and Mozambique, the Prime Minister of Rwanda, the Deputy Prime Minister of Uganda and the Foreign Ministers of Angola, South Africa and Tanzania.

The discussions will focus on “reestablishment of good neighbourly relations and resumption of bilateral arrangements between the States of the Great Lakes Region,” according to the note.

* * *

Crisis management

24 September – The United Nations and the European Union (EU) today signed off on a detailed plan on how to best coordinate their efforts in emergencies and crises.

UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan and Italian Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi, the current EU president, signed a Joint Declaration on UN-EU Cooperation in Crisis Management, which defines their roles in military and civilian relief operations and disaster situations.

The Secretary-General “hopes that this step will lead to even closer cooperation between the two organizations in both military and civilian areas of crisis management,” a spokesman for Mr. Annan said in a statement.

“The Secretary-General is particularly pleased that the declaration outlines specific area where practical cooperation can advance, such as training, planning, communications and ‘lessons learnt’,” the statement added.

* * * 

Refugees

24 September – A new set of European Union (EU) rules on family reunification may discriminate against certain categories of refugees and could keep families unnecessarily apart, according to the United Nations refugee agency.

The latest directive, adopted two days ago after more than three years of negotiations, sets out conditions under which refugees and migrants in the EU may be reunited with their children and spouses, according to the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR).

On one level, UNHCR has welcomed the fact that separated refugee families face fewer restrictions than separated migrant families under the directive. Unlike migrants, refugees who request family reunion within three months of being granted refugee status do not have to show that they can provide their own accommodation and health insurance or prove they have a stable source of income. Refugees are also exempted from the requirement to have lived in a country for two years before their family can join them.

However, compared to the European Commission’s first draft drawn up in 1999, the basic standards and the degree to which the new directive provides genuine harmonization have been considerably diluted, UNHCR said.

“Family reunion can be denied on the grounds of public policy, public security and public health,” said the Director of UNHCR’s Europe Bureau, Raymond Hall. “The problem is that ‘public policy,’ in particular, is a very vague term that could be easily used to keep families apart without any real justification.”

The new directive also contains a narrow definition of the family unit. A refugee may be reunited with his or her spouse and minor children, but not necessarily adult children, elderly parents or other close relatives who may depend entirely on the refugee.

Even when reunited, the family members of recognized refugees may be forbidden to work for up to one year for reasons “related to the situation of the labour market.”

UNHCR has also expressed disappointment that the new measures offer no family reunion rights to persons who have been granted “subsidiary forms of protection,” which offers a status similar to refugee status but is given to people who do not technically fit the strict requirements under the 1951 UN Refugee Convention.

* * *

Viet Nam

24 September – Marking the 25th anniversary of the United Nations Development Programme’s (UNDP) presence in Viet Nam, a senior agency official today praised the country for reducing poverty by 40 per cent and transforming itself “from a food-hungry nation to the second largest rice exporter in the world.”

UNDP Associate Administrator Zéphirin Diabré, who is in Viet Nam this week, said land and price reforms helped reduce poverty from well over 70 per cent in the mid-1980s to about 29 per cent. Mr. Diabré is meeting with government officials and development partners to discuss UNDP’s programme in the country and the challenges faced.

The UNDP and Vietnamese Government partnership in developing a new enterprise law contributed to the creation of more than one million new jobs, the agency said in a news release. Public administration reform has also radically simplified a wide range of bureaucratic transactions.

Viet Nam is also largely on track to meet the 2015 deadlines for the Millennium Development Goals, which were ratified by 189 nations at the UN Millennium Summit in 2000, UNDP said. The country is likely to become the first to publish its third report tracking the progress made in achieving the goals. 

* * *

Racism

24 September – The Acting United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, Bertrand Ramcharan, today called on Eastern and Central European countries to combat extreme nationalism, intolerance and hate speech that he said contributed to bloody conflicts in the Balkans and elsewhere.

Speaking in Prague to a UN-organized Eastern European seminar on racism and intolerance, Mr. Ramcharan said that as the democratization process unfolds in the region, “We must guard against tensions between different national and ethnic groups previously suppressed.

“We must also guard against extreme nationalism, accompanied by intolerance and hate speech. Ethnic strife has led to bloody conflicts in the Balkans and other places,” he said.

The Prague meeting, hosted by the Government of the Czech Republic, is the latest in a series of similar regional seminars aimed at drawing up specific plans to carry out the decisions reached at the 2001 World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance held in Durban, South Africa. Meetings for the Latin American and Caribbean and African regions were held last year in Mexico and Kenya. An international group of experts appointed by UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan shortly after the Durban conference met last week in Geneva.

Mr. Ramcharan told the Prague meeting: “Your region is presently at a turning point in history. In the turbulent waters of ever increasing xenophobia there can be only one choice: to walk the path of tolerance and inter-ethnic understanding, anchored in the spirit of human rights.

“One way of advancing the cause of human rights is to speak out openly against xenophobia and racism, “ he added. “Tackling taboos and going against mainstream populist views takes courage.”

In its Geneva meeting, the independent group of eminent experts called for the development of a “Racial Equality Index” to measure racial inequalities in nations throughout the world. They said the index could be similar to the Human Development Index already in use by the UN Development Programme (UNDP).

The group also emphasized “the need for elaboration and implementation of national plans of action relating to the struggle against discrimination.”

* * *

Peru

24 September – The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) has launched an emergency vaccination campaign against hepatitis B for two ethnic groups in a remote region of the Peruvian Amazon, whose existence could be threatened by a prolonged outbreak of the disease.
Local leaders warned that both the Candoshis and the Sharpas, located in the High Amazon, Department of Loreto, could face extinction within 10 to 12 years if preventive action, especially among children, is not taken to staunch an outbreak of hepatitis B. The population of both groups in this region totals only about 3,000.

UNICEF said the situation is dramatic, with 145 cases of hepatitis B reported among the Candoshi ethnic group alone in 2001 and approximately 40 deaths registered in 2002. 

The agency plans to vaccinate 150 newborns of both groups every year and to complete vaccination before their first birthdays. The challenge is to achieve vaccination within 24 hours after birth to avoid contagion directly from the mothers, in what are very difficult geographical conditions. Travel from almost any of the 124 communities to the closest health centre may take up to four days. 

* * * 

Road safety

24 September – With more than two people dying each minute from traffic accidents, representatives from more than 20 of the world’s leading road safety organizations are gathering for the first time to embark on a global initiative to stem the rising toll of injuries and fatalities caused by collisions on the road, the United Nations health agency said today.
“This is the first gathering of many of the most influential players in the road safety field, from victim associations, foundations, the automobile industry, and ministries of transport and health,” said Dr. Lee Jong-wook, Director-General of the World Health Organization (WHO) in Geneva. “Combining such diverse expertise in road safety and taking action will help to reverse the unnecessary death toll on the world’s roads.”

More than 1.2 million people are killed each year on the road, while millions more are injured or disabled. In some low- and middle-income countries, road crash victims occupy up to 10 per cent of hospital beds. Deaths from all types of injuries are projected to rise from 5.1 million in 1990 to 8.4 million in 2020 – with road traffic injuries as a major cause for this increase.

UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan noted in a recent report that “improving road safety requires strong political will on the part of Governments,” adding that countries should also “aim to ensure that sufficient resources are available, commensurate with the size of the road safety problem in their country.”

Globally, estimates suggest that the economic costs of road traffic injuries amount to $518 billion per year, WHO said. In developing countries, the costs are estimated to be $100 billion, twice the annual amount of development assistance to developing countries. To mitigate this global public health and development crisis, Mr Annan recommended that countries develop and implement national strategies on road traffic injury prevention and appropriate action plans.

Today’s initiative will seek to advocate policies and programmes that address speed reduction and alcohol consumption, re-enforce the use of seat belts, helmets and child restraints, improve emergency response systems, promote safe vehicle design and introduce the implementation of road safety standards.

* * *
Agriculture

24 September – A top United Nations official today called for more investment in Africa’s agricultural sector in order to boost food production and alleviate the chronic hunger that bedevils one in every three sub-Saharan Africans. 

Speaking to the Congressional Black Caucus (CBC) during its annual legislative conference in Washington, D.C., UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) Director-General Jacques Diouf said for political rather than technical reasons, under-nourishment was more prevalent in Africa than in Asia and the Pacific, Latin America or the Caribbean. 

“Only about 7 per cent of Africa’s total arable land, and barely 3.7 per cent in sub-Saharan Africa, is irrigated,” Mr. Diouf said, pointing to the potential in agricultural investment. “The potential for real growth and development in Africa is dependent upon successfully addressing key challenges – hunger and poverty, agriculture production and HIV/AIDS.”

He said the United States Government’s $15 billion for HIV/AIDS activities is greatly appreciated and very much needed by millions of people in Africa and the Caribbean. 

Hunger and poverty, aggravated by HIV/AIDS, create a vicious cycle where farmers and their families fall sick, cultivate less and shift to less labour-intensive crops, he said. Agriculture productivity decreases and food insecurity and malnutrition rise.

Mr. Diouf lauded the CBC for being “a champion in fighting for the humanitarian rights of people worldwide and especially in Africa.”

* *** *

___________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICES OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERALAND THE SPOKESWOMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General, and Michele Montas, Spokeswoman for the General Assembly President.

           Good Afternoon.

           **Quartet

           This Friday morning, the Middle East Quartet will meet here at UN Headquarters at the Principals’ level.  The

     meeting will be held from 9:45 to 11:15 and will be followed by press availability in Conference Room 4.

           In addition to the Secretary-General, the participants will be Foreign Minister Igor Ivanov of Russia; Secretary

     of State Colin Powell of the United States; and the European delegation includes Italian Foreign Minister Franco

     Frattini for the Presidency of the European Union, Chris Patten, External Relations Commissioner of the European

     Commission and Javier Solana, the European Union’s High Representative for Common Foreign and Security Policy.

           **UNRWA Protests Israeli Action in Qalqilya Hospital

           According to the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA), earlier this

     morning Israeli troops entered a UN-run hospital in Qalqilya.  Soldiers made the medical staff leave their patients and

     lie on the floor of the hospital.  They searched the hospital room by room and some physical damage to the hospital’s

     facilities took place.

           UNRWA has formally complained to the Israeli authorities at this serious breach of both the UN’s immunities

     and international humanitarian law.

           In a meeting held today in Amman with 27 donor and host governments, UNRWA’s Commissioner-General

     Peter Hansen pleaded for urgent funding for the agency’s emergency operations in the West Bank and Gaza.  The

     international community has so far pledged $31 million out of the $103 million in an earlier appeal launched in June.

           **Security Council

           The Secretary-General opened a Security Council Ministerial Meeting on “Justice and the Rule of Law:  the

     United Nations’ Role” chaired by the United Kingdom as the current Council President.

           Stating that the rule of law is not a luxury, and that justice is not a side issue, the Secretary-General went on

     to say that “a one-size-fits-all approach does not work.  Local actors must be involved from the start”.  He went on to

     say “We should, wherever possible, guide rather than direct, and reinforce rather than replace.  The aim must be to

     leave behind strong local institutions when we depart.”  “Liberia will be a test case”, he said, adding that the Council

     had responded to his recommendations by incorporating important rule of law components in authorizing the

     deployment of the UN mission in that country.  He also said that at times, the goals of justice and reconciliation

     compete with each other.  He said, “Each society needs to form a view about how to strike the right balance between

     them”, but added that, in striking that balance, certain international standards must be adhered to.  “There should be

     no amnesties for war crimes, genocide, crimes against humanity or other serious violations of international human

     rights and humanitarian law”, he said.

           A presidential statement was read by the Council President, British Foreign Minister Jack Straw, who said an

     open debate will be held next Tuesday

     3 September for further reflection and analysis on this subject.

           **Afghanistan

           The Secretary-General will open a closed high-level meeting on Afghanistan this afternoon at 3 p.m. in the

     Chamber of the Economic and Social Council.

           That meeting, which will be chaired by Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations Jean-Marie

     Guéhenno, will take stock of the progress made so far in the country and plan ahead.

           The President of Afghanistan Hamid Karzai, plus foreign ministers from 21 countries, representatives of the

     European Commission and the Council of the European Commission, are expected to attend the meeting.

           We will make available the Secretary-General’s opening remarks once they are delivered.

           **Democratic Republic of Congo

           The Secretary-General will also convene a closed high-level meeting on the Democratic Republic of the Congo

     in the margins of the General Assembly at 3:15 p.m. this Thursday.

           It is expected that the deliberations of this high-level event will focus on the re-establishment of

     good-neighbourly relations and resumption of bilateral arrangements between the States of the Great Lakes region.

           The Presidents of the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Burundi and Mozambique, together with the Prime

     Minister of Rwanda, the Deputy Prime Minister of Uganda, and the Foreign Ministers of Angola, South Africa and

     Tanzania are expected to participate.

           And we have a press release with more details.

           **Following Statement Is Attributable to the Spokesman

           This afternoon, the Secretary-General, in just a few minutes time, will sign with Italian Prime Minister Silvio

     Berlusconi, representing the Presidency of the Council of the European Union, a Joint Declaration on UN-EU

     cooperation in crisis management.

           He is delighted to do so, and hopes that this step will lead to even closer cooperation between the two

     organizations in both military and civilian areas of crisis management.  The Secretary-General is particularly pleased

     that the declaration outlines specific areas where practical cooperation can advance, such as training, planning,

     communications and “lessons learnt”.

           **Kosovo

           The Contact Group dealing with Kosovo -– consisting of France, Germany, Italy, Russia, United Kingdom and

     the United States, with representatives from the European Union –- met the Secretary-General’s Special

     Representative for Kosovo, Harri Holkeri, yesterday afternoon at the United Kingdom Mission to the United Nations.

           The Contact Group endorsed Holkeri’s proposal to launch the direct dialogue between Belgrade and Pristina

     on practical issues of mutual interest in Vienna in mid-October.

           The Contact Group called on all the parties to work constructively towards early results and to seize the

     opportunity offered by these practical talks to improve the quality of life.

           **Viet Nam

           The Associate Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), Zéphirin Diabré, today

     praised Viet Nam for transforming itself from “a food hungry nation to the second largest rice exporter in the world”,

     while he visited the country to mark the 25th anniversary of UNDP’s presence there.

           UNDP says that, largely due to land and price reforms, Viet Nam reduced its poverty rate from well over 70 per

     cent in the mid-1980s to about 29 per cent today.

           UNDP has put out a press release today with more information.

           **Human Rights

           Acting High Commissioner for Human Rights Bertrand Ramcharan today addressed a group of central and

     eastern European experts in Prague in the Czech Republic, and called on the region’s leaders to speak out openly

     against xenophobia and racism.  Noting that ethnic strife has led to bloody conflicts in places like the Balkans, he

     said, leaders must “guard against extreme nationalism, accompanied by intolerance and hate speech”.

           We have copies of that speech and an accompanying press release.

           **UNICEF

           The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) today has launched an emergency vaccination campaign

     against hepatitis B for two ethnic groups in a remote region of the Peruvian Amazon, whose existence could be

     threatened by a prolonged outbreak of that disease.

           We have a press release, if you are interested.

           **World Health Organization

           The World Health Organization said today that with more than two people dying each minute from traffic

     accidents, representatives from more than 20 of the world's leading road safety organizations are gathering in Geneva

     for the first time to embark on global road safety.

           We have a press release on that.

           **Budget

           Today, Burundi paid more than $24,000, and Syria paid just over $1,000,000, to become the 104th and 105th

     Member States to pay their UN regular budget dues in full for this year.

           **Photo-op

           As some of you have noticed, there is new format for the Secretary-General’s photo opportunities with visiting

     heads of State and government.

           The photo-ops are being conducted at the end of each meeting rather than at the beginning, when the

     Secretary-General and his guest make a few comments to the press.

           This is being covered by UN TV and replayed on the in-house TV channels.

           **Press Conferences this Afternoon

           At 2:45 in this room, President Pervez Musharraf of Pakistan will brief you and take your questions, and then

     tomorrow morning, at 10:30 the Foreign Minister of South Africa, Nkosazana Zuma, and the Foreign Minister of India,

     Yashwant Sinha, will be joined by the Foreign Minister of Brazil, Celso Amorim, to brief you on cooperation among

     those three countries.

           And then at 11:30, President Tassos Papadopoulos of Cyprus will have a press conference here.

           Questions to Spokesman of the Secretary General

           Questions and Answers

           Spokesman:  Any questions before we go to Michele? Yes, Ronnie?

           Question:  Fred, what can you tell us about the meeting with Annan and the Iraqi delegation this morning? 

     Was there a discussion about the UN’s presence there and the future of the UN in Iraq?

           Spokesman:  He did meet at 8 o’clock this morning with a number of people from Iraq.  There was Ahmad

     Chalibi, this month’s President of the Governing Council.  There was also Adnan Pachachi, another member of the

     Council and Foreign Minister Hoshyar Zebari, and several others.  They discussed the current security situation in

     Iraq.  The Secretary General expressed his concern about the condition of his own staff in that context.  They also

     talked about the prospects for a second Security Council resolution on Iraq, including both the role of the UN and a

     timetable for an early restoration of Iraqi sovereignty.

           Spokesman:  And what was your second question?

           Question:  Were there reassurances given about the UN remaining in Iraq and what the future (inaudible)?

           Spokesman:  Mr. Chalabi specifically expressed the hope that the UN would maintain a presence in Iraq.  The

     Secretary-General responded that the safety of our staff there is paramount.  He is keeping that matter under constant

     review.  And he repeated a line from his speech yesterday, that subject to security conditions, the UN system is

     prepared to play a full role in working for a satisfactory outcome in Iraq.

           Question:  Yes.  To follow on that, we understand that Chalabi has not presented his credentials for

     recognition by the United Nations, so we are curious to know why the Secretary-General met with somebody who

     didn’t present their credentials to be, you know, the diplomat representing Iraq in the General Assembly, even though

     he sat behind that sign yesterday, there was a question of protocol.

           Spokesman:  First of all, it’s not for the Secretary-General to decide who has valid credentials and who

     doesn’t.  That’s a matter for the General Assembly.  Michele can correct me if I’m wrong.  But my understanding is

     that under the rules of the General Assembly, everyone is seated provisionally with the right to participate until the

     Credentials Committee of the Assembly gets to review all of the credentials letters that are submitted.  I was told

     yesterday that only 45 of a 191 Member States had submitted letters of credentials as of yesterday, so it is obviously

     something that comes in slowly, and the Credentials Committee, I don’t believe has met yet.  And they normally don’t

     submit their report until several months into the session, usually December, giving time for all the other letters to come

     in and for them to review all those letters.  So, unless any Member State, any other delegation, challenges the

     delegation of Iraq, they can sit there legally.  And from the Secretariat point of view, we deal with them as a delegation

     recognized by the General Assembly, by the Credentials Committee, which hasn’t met since about a year ago.  It’s a

     little complicated but that’s how we work.

           Spokesman:  Yes?  Excuse me can we get the phones turned off please? Alright, can we go back to ...

           Question:  I’m print media from Guatemala and I was wondering if it is possible, what were the issues

     discussed?

           Spokesman:  Which were the?

           Question:  Issues discussed.  Or what was the meeting about?

           Spokesman:  Well then I’d kind of refer you back to what I said about the new format this year.  We are not

     doing read-outs because the Secretary-General is bringing the head of State out before the cameras at the end of the

     meeting to say a little something about what they had discussed.  We can give you an audio tape of what they said.  If

     that’s not good enough for you, ask someone in my office to see if they can get any more.  But as far as we are

     concerned the official read-out comes from whatever the head of State and the Secretary-General say after their

     meeting, on camera.

           Spokesman:  Yes?

           Question:  I would like to go back to the Iraq operation.  Could you tell us, how many expatriate staff of the UN

     are now in Baghdad and in Iraq, and how many national staff?

           Spokesman:  I can’t give you exact figures.  In Baghdad there’s something just under 60, in the north of Iraq,

     there’s a similar number, so something like 110, probably, international staff.  National staff, I believe is more than

     4,000, and if you check with my office, I think we can give you a somewhat more precise number, but it’s over 4,000. 

     [He later said the total number of international staff is closer to 100 and national staff is about 4,200.]

           Spokesman:  Yes, Mr. Abadi?

           Question:  Fred, the press conference you mentioned for 10:30 tomorrow with the Foreign Ministers of South

     Africa, India and Brazil, talking about cooperation among themselves.  Is that just a coincidence or is it because they

     are the leading candidates for a permanent seat on the Council?

           Spokesman:  You would have to ask them why they called a press conference.  I don’t think there are any

     leading candidates, given the state of discussions on Security Council reform these days, which basically are

     nowhere.  I think that’s one of the reasons why the Secretary-General took the initiative he did yesterday to try to put

     some fresh life into those discussions.

           Spokesman:  Serge?

           Question:  Fred, (inaudible), in the past credentials were submitted to the Secretary-General as a member of

     the Assembly, because you can be a member of the mission and not be a member of the Assembly.  (inaudible)

           Spokesman:  This is a matter among governments and among Member States.  It’s not a Secretariat matter.

           Question:  (inaudible) at the beginning of the Assembly all the delegates at the UN did not introduce their

     credentials to the Secretary-General, as it is customary in the past?

           Spokesman:  The rules -- I’ll let Michele take this in a minute -- but the rules, as I understand it, say all

     delegations must submit letters of credentials, latest one week before the beginning of the Assembly and these letters

     are reviewed by a credentials committee that is set-up as one of the first acts of each new Assembly.  And this year

     it’s the delegate from Fiji, I believe, who chairs that committee and they have not yet met.  So it’s only a matter among

     Member States, it’s not a Secretariat matter.  Don’t confuse that with the presentation of credentials to the

     Secretary-General; that’s a different process.

           Question:  (inaudible)  But there is a credential for the General Assembly, that’s what I’m trying to explain. 

     You can be a member of the mission and you are not a delegate at the General Assembly, it is not necessary.  You

     have to be accredited to the Assembly.

           Spokesman:  By that (inaudible).  That’s true.  What we are talking about is the delegations to the General

     Assembly introduced in letter form which, by the rules, must be signed by head of State, head of government or foreign

     minister, so it’s that presentation of delegations to the Assembly that takes place through the credentials committee. 

     (Aside to Spokeswoman for General Assembly President … did I get that right?).  Thank you.  Shall we go to Michele

     now?  Michele.

           Spokeswoman for the General Assembly President:

           Thank you Fred, and good afternoon.

           The General Assembly continues its general debate today with 27 delegations listed to speak.  The President

     of the Assembly underlined yesterday the importance of these debates:

           “Heads of State and governments must bring new dynamism to the General Assembly this session.  The

     political direction they will provide will be key to enabling the Assembly to effectively address critical issues such as

     sustainable development, poverty alleviation, violation of human rights and fundamental freedoms, terrorism and United

     Nations reform.  This is the direction we need.“

           This is a quote from the President of the Assembly.

           President Julian Hunte met yesterday with President George W. Bush of the United States andthe President

     of Brazil, Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, in a series of bilateral meetings with world leaders on the margins of the General

     Assembly’s annual high-level debate.

           According to President Hunte, the exchange between himself and United States President George Bush was

     cordial and informative.  President Bush gave an indication of the issues that would be important to the United States

     delegation during the 58th session.  These issues included:  the war on terrorism; fighting modern day slavery,

     particularly the use of women and children as sex slaves and non-proliferation issues.  President Bush said that the

     United States preferred to work on these issues with others.  Mr. Hunte was pleased to hear from President Bush that

     the UN is important to the United States, notwithstanding disagreements they have had.  President Bush also said in

     his meeting with President Hunte that the United States would meet its financial commitments to the United Nations.

           The meeting with the President of Brazil was very cordial and forthright. President Lula da Silva indicated that

     Brazil had high hopes for the fifty-eighth session of the General Assembly.

           He emphasized that the General Assembly should be strengthened and that the United Nations should be

     better utilized to find political solutions to the world’s problems and that its decisions should be respected and

     enforced.

           President Hunte and President Lula da Silva also discussed regional issues.  President Lula da Silva indicated

     that he was doing his part in South America on issues of peace and security, in particular on conflict resolution in

     Colombia.

           On the issue of United Nations reform, President Lula da Silva said that he was working with some South

     American and African countries on this matter.  To President Lula da Silva, the role of leadership that the President of

     the Assembly provides was critical, and he assured the President of his support in that regard.

           The President also met yesterday with the Prime Minister of Kuwait and the Ministers for Foreign Affairs of

     Japan and Spain.

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  I would like to know, please, when President Mugabe is supposed to talk?

           Spokeswoman for General Assembly President:  I can check for you on that.  Has there been any change?  I

     can check that out for you and I’ll let you know.

           Question:  He was on the schedule for yesterday, I understand there has been a delay in Zimbabwe, but he

     will be arriving tomorrow.

           Spokeswoman for General Assembly President:  O.K.  I’ll check on that for you.

           Thank you.

                                              * *** *




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "Assessment" ��ENN - Millennium Ecosystem Assessment Releases First Report�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Report" ��U.S. Newswire - Millennium Ecosystem Assessment Releases First Report�


*  Washington Post - Text of Chirac's speech with UNEP mentioned (see yesterday's edition)
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