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ICMA cautions Govt against signing POPs agreement

The Indian Chemical Manufacturers Association (ICMA) has renewed its appeal to the government to dissociate itself from the international treaty on persistent organic pollutants (POPs). There is tremendous pressure on the Indian government to sign the POP treaty, particularly from the European Union (EU) and Canada. The two are the high-profile signatories to the treaty. Over 50 nations have already signed the POP treaty. The date of scheduled implementation is on May 17, 2004. Interestingly, the US has so far not accepted the treaty. Association officials strongly hold that if the government were to give in to this pressure and accept the POP treaty, the domestic industry as a whole would be adversely impacted. International treaties expert committee of ICMA co-chairman, S Ganesan, said: "The entire industry is against the treaty, which will severely impact not only chemicals but also agricultural sector, since several pesticides are also included." Industry players are still unaware about the government's stand on the controversial persistent organic pollutants (POPs) treaty. The industry feels that the POP treaty, if accepted without the consent of the industry players, would be detrimental to the industry's future prospects. As per the treaty, production of several chemicals including pesticides, will be banned, and if some country or producers' in the country wants to produce then it can allow only for restricted purpose and that too with stringent formalities to be observed for producing in the domestic tariff area (DTA). POPs treaty covers pesticides (aldrin, chlordane, dichloro diphenyl trichloroethane, dieldrin, diendrin, heptachlor, hexacholorbenze, mirex and toxaphene). This treaty also includes industrial chemical like polychlorinated biphenyls and biproducts like dioxins and furans. The POP treaty was taken up under the aegies of United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) during 1995. The governing council of UNEP had directed several international agencies to begin evaluating 12 substances - all man-made organic chemicals considered to be hazardous, persisting for long in the environment and capable of moving long distances. In this regard, ICMA has already written a letter and discussed related issues to the ministry of chemicals and fertilizers, advocating alert. The ICMA has been at a loss to understand why the government has not rejected the treaty. Once India accedes to the treaty, it is very difficult to withdraw. "ICMA strongly opposes such attempts against the Indian chemical industry," said Mr Ganesan, and added that, "it is right time for the government to summarily reject the same, without any hesistance." ICMA claims that the Indian environment and agriculture systems are completely different from that of the West. The Indian chemical industry too is different from that of the West. The industry cannot afford to adopt instantly new technologies and products found affordable and ideal in Western countries. Industry sources say there were many provisions leaving scope for subjective interpretations in the POP treaty. Therefore, it is better if the Indian authorities find out whether it is necessary to associate with such international environment treaty. "A recent article published in the New York Times, also advocated the need for DDT in developing nations for protection against Malaria. Hence, it is in the interest of our country that the government should be selective while accepting such treaty, else in turn it will detrimental to the Indian chemical industry," said Mr S Ganesan. Lastly, before the POP treaty is finally accepted, it is important for the environment ministry, the chemicals ministry, and, most importantly, the commerce ministry to take views into consideration of the primary stake holders in the industry.

_________________________________________________________________________________________
Daily Telegraph

Stay off North Face of the Eiger, climbers warned - it's melting
By Emma Hartley
(Filed: 25/04/2004) 

It is one of the world's most difficult climbs - but may soon be impossible. Mountaineers are being warned that the North Face of the Eiger has become too dangerous to attempt because its ice fields are melting.

Guides working on the 13,000ft-high mountain in the Swiss Alps say that a combination of last summer's heatwave and poor snowfall since has caused a loosening of the permafrost that holds the rockface together.

The result is that the North Face, which has claimed more than 60 lives since the first successful ascent in 1938, is "falling apart", leaving climbers at severe risk of being injured or killed by falling rock and ice.

Hans Ulei, 38, a mountain guide from the nearby town of Interlaken, said: "We are telling people, 'Don't go on the North Face'. It is too dangerous.

"The mountain is falling down. These days I am often woken in the night by a sound like thunder. At 5am recently I heard that noise and when I looked from my window the North Face was half obscured by a grey cloud of powder from broken rocks."

A spokesman for the Swiss Alpine Club said that recent climatic developments have made the 1938 route up the North Face too dangerous. "My advice to anyone contemplating the Eiger is not to try the North Face.

"The conditions mean you will have a much higher chance of getting knocked out by rock or ice fall. There are many other routes up the mountain and the straightforward rock-climbing actually improves when the temperature goes up."

The North Face, or Nordwand, is 6,000ft high and has long been regarded as the "ultimate" challenge by those attracted to its cruel beauty: a vertical mile of shattered limestone rock and polished ice fields on a mountain known locally as the Eigerwand, or "Eiger wall".

It is regarded with awe by climbers, for whom its deep fascination was heightened by the 1975 spy film, The Eiger Sanction, in which Clint Eastwood played a rock-climbing assassin hired to kill a fellow mountaineer.

Joe Simpson, the author of Touching The Void, a best-selling book about the adventures of two climbers that has been made into a successful film, wrote about the Eiger in a previous book, The Beckoning Silence.

For the past century, Mr Simpson said that "it has been the climb that has defined extreme mountaineering". "For over 60 years it has killed some of the finest climbers of their generation. And for those brave enough to attempt the face there is the added weight of its tragic history," he wrote.

The first successful assault on the Eiger was made in 1938 when Heinrich Harrer and Fritz Kasparek, Anderl Heckmair and Ludwig Vorg climbed into history.

They became national heroes in Austria and Germany, and although Hitler subsequently claimed the ascent as a triumph for the Aryan race, there was a vitriolic disagreement within the group over the way their feat was used for propaganda.

Subsequent dramas on the mountain have included Sir Chris Bonington's first successful British attempt in 1962, during which he and his climbing partner, Don Whillans, rescued another British climber, Brian Nally, after his partner, Barry Brewster, was killed by falling rocks.

James Edwards, 28, a British teacher who attempted the climb at Easter, said that the conditions had made it impossible even to consider an ascent. "I spoke to two very experienced guys who had already made an attempt and they had had to turn back after 500 metres because there were rocks and stuff coming down on them."

Marc Ziegler, one of the mountain rescue team for the North Face, said: "Things are certainly changing. The first ice field doesn't exist any more and the second and third are getting much smaller."

Dr Rolf Burki, a lecturer at Zurich University who produced a recent study for the United Nation's Environment Programme on the changes occurring in the Alps, said that warmer weather was to blame for the difficulties.

Temperatures on the mountain have increased by one degree Celsius since 1850, but were now rising more rapidly, with a projected warming of 1.5 to 5.9 degrees during the next century. "In that area of the Alps there is a great problem because of retreating glaciers and melting permafrost. A lot of the climbing routes that have been possible in the past will not be possible in the future because of rockfall," he said.

	


Nick Nuttall, Head of Media Services, United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), Nairobi, Kenya.

Tel: 254 20 623084, Mobile 254 (0) 733 632755, Fax 254 2 623692, e-mail nick.nuttall@unep.org
__________________________________________________________________________________________

The People Daily

North-east Asia countries to portray a master plan combating sandstorms

Having suffered from dust and sandstorms for years, northeast Asia countries are joining hands to propose a master plan in sandstorm control and prevention by the end of 2004. 

Since 2002, the four northeast Asia countries, China, Japan, the Republic of Korea (ROK) and Mongolia have worked together withfour international organizations, namely Asian Development Bank (ADB), United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) andUnited Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD), to initiate a project combating dust and sandstorms in northeast Asiacountries comprehensively. 

"Due to the severity of sandstorms in this region, it is impossible for an individual country to handle the problem. Prevention of sandstorms such as regional monitoring and early warning must be conducted through cooperation," said Mohammad Aslam Khan, chief of Environmental Section of ESCAP, who is participating in the ESCAP 60th Session opened here on April 22. 

Khan said as one of the coordinators of the project, ESCAP has sent a group of experts from China and Mongolia to conduct a demonstration program, the findings of which will be submitted as part of the master plan, therefore to acquire financial support from the international organizations and to implement the plan finally. 

UN statistics show that the most severe sandstorm in decades took place in April 2002. It swept across Mongolia and hit 18 provincial localities in China, the Korean Peninsula, and a large area of Japan. It was so severe that Mongolia had to close its international airport in Ulanbator for three days, and the Republic of Korea had to close primary schools and cancel more than 40 flights departing from Kimpo Airport in Seoul. 

In the same year, the four northeast Asia countries and the four international organizations held a conference to discuss the solutions to the problem. As a result, the ADB, the Japan Special Fund and the Global Environment Fund together have contributed 100,000 US dollars to conduct the sandstorm control work in the region. 

In 2003, representatives from China, Japan, ROK, Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DPRK) and Mongolia met in Beijing, in which participants agreed that sandstorms were not only caused by natural reasons, over exploration and herding by people should take the main blame. 

"The cooperation in dust and sandstorm monitoring and early warning are of high importance, for instance, Japan and ROK can provide technical supports to China and Mongolia, which can provide timely information to Japan and ROK in return," said Yang Youlin, an official with the UNCCD. 

Source: Xinhua 

Brunei direct.com

Wanted! Seas and Oceans? Dead Or Alive? Competition 
By Azian Othman 
Bandar Seri Begawan - To mark the World Environment Day this year, school students in the country are invited to take part in a competition in the form of paintings or drawings, poems or short essays. 

World Environment Day, which, is commemorated on June 5 every year, is one of the principal vehicles through which the United Nations stimulates worldwide awareness on the environment and enhances political attention and action. 

The World Environment Day theme selected for 2004 is ‘Wanted! Seas and Oceans? 

Dead or Alive?' The theme calls on people to make a choice as to how they want to treat the earth's seas and oceans. It also calls on each and everyone of us to act. 

United Nations Environment Programme's Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific in partnership with Bayer has announced a competition that enables young people in this region to answer this vital question in words or pictures: Do we want to keep seas and oceans healthy and alive or polluted and dead? 

The competition is open to students between the age of 6 and 16. 

Entries should be in the form of paintings or drawings, poems or short essays, which interpret the theme. In particular, the organiser would like to see entries drawn from real day to day examples of how workers, families, schools and communities are helping to keep our seas alive. 

Further details on the rules for the competition are available at http://www.roap.unep.org/ document/wed04.htm. 

A selection of best entries will be exhibited during the World Environment Day celebrations in Bangkok. 

Through sponsorship by Bayer, the first prizewinner will receive a roundtrip air ticket to Bangkok, hotel accommodation, living allowance for the winner and a parent or guardian, US$500 cash and a certificate. 

The second winning entry will receive US$300 and a certificate and the third winner will get US$200 and a certificate. 

All the winners will receive a selection of UNEP publication. 

Entries should be sent directly to UNEP/ ROAP before May 17, 2004 to Tanawan Sarabuddhi, Information Secretary, United Nations Environment Programme, Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific, 10th floor, United Nations Building, Rajdamnern Avenue, Bangkok 10200, Thailand. The e-mail is sarabuddhi@un.org. -- Courtesy of Borneo Bulletin
 _________________________________________________________________________________________
Yemen Times

Projects for protection of marine environment 

The Republic of Yemen has requested the UNEP to work towards finding pioneering projects in the field of environmental protection, in collaboration with all countries situated on the Red Sea.
The Prime Minister, Mr. Ba Jamal, during a meeting with Mr. Klaus Toefer, Executive Director of UNEP, confirmed the importance of coordination among the countries located on the Red Sea in order to protect fisheries and the marine environment.
Mr. Ba Jamal considers the priority of the projects to be established under the supervision of the UNEP economic operation of the Red Sea in the fields of tourism and transport.
The official promised that these suggestions would get the attention of UNEP during the upcoming period, especially since the UNEP is intensifying its efforts to preserve the marine environment in the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden.
 _________________________________________________________________________________________
BBC Monitoring International Reports
April 24, 2004

NORTHEAST ASIAN COUNTRIES TO JOIN FORCES AGAINST SANDSTORMS

 (New China News Agency)

Shanghai, 24 April: Having suffered from dust and sandstorms for years, northeast Asia countries are joining hands to propose a master plan in sandstorm control and prevention by the end of 2004.

Since 2002, the four northeast Asia countries, China, Japan, the Republic of Korea (ROK) and Mongolia have worked together with four international organizations, namely Asian Development Bank (ADB), United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD), to initiate a project combating dust and sandstorms in northeast Asia countries comprehensively.

"Due to the severity of sandstorms in this region, it is impossible for an individual country to handle the problem. Prevention of sandstorms such as regional monitoring and early warning must be conducted through cooperation," said Mohammad Aslam Khan, chief of Environmental Section of ESCAP, who is participating in the ESCAP 60th Session opened here on22 April. 

Khan said as one of the coordinators of the project, ESCAP has sent a group of experts from China and Mongolia to conduct a demonstration programme, the findings of which will be submitted as part of the master plan, therefore to acquire financial support from the international organizations and to implement the plan finally.

UN statistics show that the most severe sandstorm in decades took place in April 2002. It swept across Mongolia and hit 18 provincial localities in China, the Korean Peninsula, and a large area of Japan. It was so severe that Mongolia had to close its international airport in Ulaanbaatar for three days, and the Republic of Korea had to close primary schools and cancel more than 40 flights departing from Kimpo Airport in Seoul.

In the same year, the four northeast Asia countries and the four international organizations held a conference to discuss the solutions to the problem. As a result, the ADB, the Japan Special Fund and the Global Environment Fund together have contributed 100,000 US dollars to conduct the sandstorm control work in the region.

In 2003, representatives from China, Japan, ROK, Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DPRK) and Mongolia met in Beijing, in which participants agreed that sandstorms were not only caused by natural reasons, over exploration and herding by people should take the main blame.

"The cooperation in dust and sandstorm monitoring and early warning are of high importance, for instance, Japan and ROK can provide technical supports to China and Mongolia, which can provide timely information to Japan and ROK in return," said Yang Youlin, an official with the UNCCD.

Source: Xinhua news agency, Beijing, in English 1326 gmt 24 Apr 04 _________________________________________________________________________________________

Panafrican News Agency (PANA) Daily Newswire

April 23, 2004

AFRICAN LEADERS TO ATTEND NIGER BASIN SUMMIT

BODY:


Paris, France (PANA) - Seven African leaders are expected to attend a two-day Niger Basin Authority (ABN) summit starting Monday in Paris, according to French Foreign Ministry spokesman Herve Ladsous.

The leaders are Presidents Mathieu Kerekou of Benin, Blaise Compaore of Burkina Faso, Paul Biya of Cameroon, Amadou Toumani Toure of Mali, Mamadou Tandja of Niger, Olusegun Obasanjo of Nigeria and Idriss Deby of Chad. 

Dubbed "The International Partnership for the Niger Basin," Guinea and Cote d'Ivoire will respectively be represented to the conference by Prime Minister Francois Louceny Fall and a yet to be identified Ivorian official, Ladsous told the press.

He also added that the development partners will be represented by the president of the European Commission, Romano Prodi, the director general of the UN Food and Agriculture Organisation, Jacques Diouf, and the Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme, Klaus Topfer.

Ladsous said that the World Bank, the African Development Bank and the UN Development Programme will also partake in the summit's proceedings.

After the discussions, the summit will issue the "Paris Declaration," spelling out the principles of the shared management of the Niger River water resources.

The river and its tributaries form the third biggest water basin on the African continent.

Some 110 million Africans live on agriculture, animal husbandry, fisheries and navigation on the banks of the Niger, whose silting and evaporation will be discussed during the Paris summit.

JOURNAL-CODE: WPNA
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IPP Media

Water scarcity still critical

25 Apr 2004
By Zephania Ubwani
Water remains a scarce item and its access one of the biggest challenges for the developing countries two years after the Johannesburg Summit which agreed to halve by 2015 the number of people without water and sanitation. 

Given the grim situation, more than 80 ministers and hundreds of government delegates will meet here from tomorrow to assess how the world has fared since the Summit in efforts to implement goals for sustainable development. 

Senior UN officials, who have been meeting here since last Monday for the 12th session of the UN Commission for Sustainable Development (CSD-12), say nearly 2.4 billion people, 303 million in Africa, lacked basic sanitation. 

The challenges of providing adequate sanitation, according to them, are greatest in urban slums and rapidly growing informal settlements which provide shelter to about one billion people or 32 per cent of the world’s urban population. 

In the slums and informal settlements, the sanitation coverage is not only “extremely low” but has hampered public investment in sanitation infrastructure and other services also because land tenure is not secure. 

At the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) in Johannesburg in 2002, governments committed themselves to halve by 2015 the proportion of people without access to basic sanitation. 

UN officials say although some achievements were in sight in some countries, like Tanzania where water and sanitation services have been prioritised and privatised, additional investment of up to a 60 million USD was needed annually to meet the targets by 2015. 

Borge Brende, the Norwegian Minister for Environment and Chair of CSD-12, said here on Thursday that there was no time to lose to make sure the goals became a reality. 

He said the ministers and government delegates would review the progress made since the Johannesburg Summit “ and assess that we need to significantly increase our efforts”. 

The key aim of the Commission will be to drive forward partnership initiatives including governments, NGOs, UN agencies and the private sector. 

The Johannesburg Summit declarations on sustainable development were also set to complement the Millenium Development Goals (MDGs) launched by the UN in September 2000 to address various forms of poverty and underdevelopment in the world. 

Anna Tibaijuka, UN Habitat Programme Executive Director, told the CSD session that accessibility to clean water and sanitation in African cities were lacking because they were not given priority by the policy makers. 

“What is often forgotten is that when water and sanitation services are planned and provided as an integral part of settlements development, they contribute to livelihood development through income and employment generation” she said. 

She said UN-Habitat has launched Water for African Cities Programme which aims at integrated water resource management through conservation of water sources upstream and curbing wastage which accounts for 50 per cent of water losses in the continent. 

* SOURCE: Sunday Observer
 

Reuters

UN Uses Atomic Technology to Fight Malaria Mosquito
By Louis Charbonneau 

SEIBERSDORF, Austria (Reuters) - The United Nations (news - web sites) is harnessing nuclear technology to try to eradicate the mosquitoes whose bite transmits malaria, a deadly disease devastating the African continent. 

	
	 


Sunday is Africa Malaria Day, when governments will focus attention on a disease which kills millions of Africans a year, most of them children, and costs the continent at least $12 billion in lost gross domestic product. 

Bart Knols, a Dutch entomologist at the U.N. International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), estimates there are "three to five hundred million cases of malaria every year on a world-wide scale, 90 percent of which occur in sub-Saharan Africa." 

"Sub-Saharan Africa also suffers the major burden... of mortality," he told Reuters during a tour of the IAEA's entomology laboratories. 

One African child dies of malaria every 20 seconds. People in poor, remote villages are usually unable to get treatment and so Knols's research aims to nip the problem in the bud by destroying the mosquito that transmits the malaria parasite. 

The IAEA is best known for its inspections of countries like Iran and Iraq (news - web sites) who are suspected of building atomic weapons. But the agency has already used its expertise to wipe out the dreaded tsetse fly, which can transmit fatal sleeping sickness, from the island of Zanzibar. 

NUKING MOSQUITOES 

The Sterile Insect Technique (SIT) is a simple idea. Scientists breed insects and expose the males to enough radiation to render them sterile. The males are then released into the environment to breed with the females, whose eggs are unfertilized and never hatch. 

"The whole idea or concept is that the population would actually start to crash and eventually may actually lead to eradication of the insect, and therefore eradication of the disease and less malaria," said Knols, who has personally suffered nine bouts of malaria through working with mosquitoes. 

Alan Robinson, the entomologist in charge of the IAEA's entomology unit, said the $4 million project was still in its infancy. He described it as a "high-risk project" with many hurdles to overcome before it is ready for field trials. 

Over the next five years, they need to reach a point where they can produce a million sterile male insects a day. 

The males they breed must be robust enough to survive when released from planes into the environment and tough enough to compete with fertile males during mating. The females, the ones which bite humans, only mate once in their two-week lives. 

Knols and Robinson point out that in the 1970s, El Salvador (news - web sites) successfully used the SIT to eradicate the malaria mosquito from part of the country. 

"They brought that insect into the lab, started producing it in large numbers, sterilized it and then released it in a small area... about 15 square kilometers, and successfully induced 100 percent sterility in the population," Knols said. 

Afterwards, they started a much larger project in which they were producing a million male insects a day. But when civil war broke out the project ended. 

"We think we can do a better job than they did in El Salvador," said Robinson. 

He said the technique of sterilization could not be used all over Africa and would have to be combined with other population control techniques to eradicate the malaria pest. 

"But there's no alternative to irradiation for the sterile insect technique. It's a very clean technique," he said, adding that there was no risk of contamination. "The insects are not radioactive when they're released." 

 _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reuters

China Tightens SARS Surveillance Ahead of Holiday
BEIJING - China heightened surveillance of passengers for SARS on the weekend ahead of a week-long holiday starting May 1, when millions are on the move, after the first reported death from the virus since a major outbreak last year. 

The Health Ministry reported no new cases after confirming China's first two in months last week. Both women were in stable condition with normal temperatures, it said. 

Government departments issued a circular asking the country's transport sector and ports to strengthen quarantine work to prevent SARS - Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome - from spreading. 

Railway stations and airports were ordered to check the temperatures of all passengers from Beijing and Anhui province, where the latest cases were reported. 

The Labour Day "Golden Week," a break for travel, shopping and family reunions, was cut short last year during the peak of the worldwide SARS outbreak for fear of spreading the disease. 

The death of a woman from Anhui, the mother of a confirmed SARS patient, was the first since last year's outbreak of the flu-like illness that killed more than 800 people worldwide. 

She died taking care of her daughter, a medical student believed to have caught the virus while working for two weeks in March at the Chinese National Institute of Virology in Beijing, known to be engaged in SARS research, Xinhua news agency said. 

The other confirmed patient was a nurse who treated the student. The only other suspected case was a post-doctoral researcher who worked alongside her in the lab. 

Three other people who came down with fevers after coming in contact with her were also recovering. 

In Geneva, the World Health Organization (WHO) said China had requested help from its biosafety investigation team to track down the exact cause of the latest outbreak. 

"A lab team is being sent to determine what happened," WHO spokesman Dick Thompson said. "If it was a laboratory accident, we have to find out how it happened, why it happened, and how to prevent it from happening in the future." 

WHO aims to dispatch the global head of its SARS team, Angela Merianos, to Beijing as it rounds up members for the laboratory investigation group, Thompson said. 

The first phase of clinical testing of a SARS vaccine is soon to be conducted at a Beijing hospital, Xinhua quoted China's SARS vaccine research and development team as saying. 

Forty healthy volunteers, 20 men and 20 women aged from 21 to 40, would be inoculated either with the vaccine or a placebo free of the SARS virus for random comparison. 

The volunteers would take blood tests at regular intervals and during an observation period lasting 210 days. 

Story Date: 26/4/2004 
__________________________________________________________________ 

Reuters

US to Push Global Environment Network at Tokyo Meet
TOKYO - Forty-seven countries will take a step this weekend toward creating a global network to share information about the environment, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency chief Mike Leavitt said. 

The EPA administrator said the proposed network, the Earth Observation System, would allow the sharing of weather, climate and other data and would save billions of dollars a year through more efficient collection of such information. 

"We have to work together more closely and we have to have more data about the pulse of the planet," Leavitt told a news conference ahead of an "Earth Observation Summit" on Sunday. 

The 47 countries and the European Commission will sign a document outlining the project at the end of the meeting in Tokyo. 

Leavitt also said that President Bush was committed to improving the environment, despite his decision to pull out of the Kyoto Protocol on greenhouse gases in 2001.> 

"We will produce one of the most productive periods of air quality improvement in our nation's history," he said. "We will implement the most stringent standards of ozone in our country's history." 

The global data network will be also be discussed by the leaders of the Group of Eight advanced industrialized nations at their summit in the United States in June, Leavitt said. 

The Tokyo meeting follows one in Washington last year, where the monitoring system was initially discussed with the aim of implementing it within 10 years. 

Story Date: 26/4/2004 
__________________________________________________________________

ENS

Bush Pledges Wetlands Expansion, Restoration 
WELLS, Maine, April 23, 2004 (ENS) - President George W. Bush touted a new wetlands restoration plan on Thursday and said he understands his responsibility to conserve and improve the nation's natural resources. 

Speaking at an Earth Day event at a Maine nature reserve, Bush said he has enacted "some of the most important anti-pollution policies in a decade" and has improved the condition of America's land, air and water - a statement refuted by environmentalists. 

National environmental groups, activists and Democratic presidential challenger John Kerry have spent much of the week bashing the Bush environmental record, which they contend is the worst of any U.S. president. 

But Bush paid them little heed in his Earth Day speech at the Wells National Estuarine Research Reserve. 

"The importance about Earth Day is that it reminds us that we can not take the natural wonders for granted," Bush said. "We have responsibilities to the natural world to conserve that which we have and to make it even better." 

"In the years since Earth Day was established, America has made great strides in honoring the ideal of conservation and living by high standards of stewardship," Bush told the Maine audience. "We have made tremendous progress during the last four years." 

The president specifically praised his administration's air pollution plans, its support for brownfields redevelopment and its efforts to cut phosphorus releases into the nation's waterways. 

[image: image4.jpg]


President George W. Bush (right) stands with Paul Dest, manager of the Wells National Estuarine Research Reserve on Earth Day 2004. (Photo courtesy White House)
After touring the wetlands restoration efforts at the Wells National Estuarine Research Reserve, Bush said it is time to move beyond a policy of trying to limit the loss of wetlands to one that focuses on expanding the nation's wetlands. 

"We can achieve this goal - it is a realistic goal," Bush said. "To do so, we will work to restore and to improve and to protect at least three million acres of wetlands over the next five years." 

Wetlands play important roles in providing flood control, natural water purification and essential wildlife habitat, in particular for migratory birds. 

More than half the wetlands in the lower 48 states have been destroyed - the federal government estimates some 105 million acres remain. 


Figures released Thursday by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), Bush said, show that the nation has "greatly reduced the annual loss of wetlands." 

"We are nearing a long standing goal of actually restoring as many acres of wetlands that are lost," Bush said. "The figures show that on agricultural lands, we have seen some gains for the first time, which leads me to believe we can do a better job in the nation if we focus our attention." 

The USDA survey of private agricultural lands finds that average wetlands losses from 1997 to 2002 were 10,000 acres - for the previous five year period the average annual loss was 26,000 acres. 

Overall annual wetlands losses are estimated at some 60,000 acres, but this is significantly down from the mid-1900s when some 500,000 acres were lost each year. 

Bush said a key part of his plan is to provide incentives for landowners to restore wetlands and to encourage public private partnerships for improving the quality of existing wetlands. 

He stressed the role private landowners and volunteers must play in conservation efforts - a strong theme of Bush environmental policies. 

"Good conservation and good stewardship will happen when people say, 'I am just not going to rely upon the government to be the solution to the problem,'" Bush said. 

"What is interesting about this year's Earth Day is that it falls in the middle of National Volunteer Week," Bush said. "One of my responsibilities is to call people to a higher calling. If you are not volunteering, do so." 

Environmentalists accused the president of making a hollow promise and contend his administration has shown a hostile attitude toward wetlands protection. 

[image: image5.jpg]


Migratory birds depend on wetlands for critical habitat. (Photo by Stephan Dobert courtesy U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service)
"Despite what the President may say on Earth Day, every other day of the year he is implementing policies that destroy wetlands and other waters," said Joan Mulhern of the environmental law firm Earthjustice. "Trotting out a list of voluntary programs that already exist and calling them a new initiative ... is not going to wash with the American people." 

Last December, the White House was pressured into withdrawing a proposal that would have relaxed protection for some 20 million acres of isolated wetlands in the wake of widespread criticism for the proposal from members of Congress, 39 states, hunting and fishing groups, and scientists. 

But Bush has not rescinded policy guidance critics believe undermines protection of wetlands. 

That guidance, issued in January 2003, orders the EPA and the Army Corps to not to require permits under the Clean Water Act for the pollution or destruction of wetlands that are located within a single state and are not associated with any navigable waterway. 

"Until the administration cancels that directive, any presidential pledge to protect wetlands is a public relations ploy to cover up an abysmal environmental record," said Nancy Stoner, director of the Natural Resources Defense Council's Clean Water Project. 

The Wells National Estuarine Research Reserve is part of the National Estuarine Research Reserve, a partnership program between the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and the coastal states. The reserve hosts about 45,000 visitors each year and includes 1,600 acres of diverse coastal northeast habitat types, beaches, dunes, salt marshes, open fields, forest, rivers, and fresh water wetlands. 

[image: image6.jpg]


Wells National Estuarine Research Reserve (Photo courtesy NOAA)
Two wetlands restoration projects are underway at the Reserve. The Drakes Island community salt marsh project is restoring hydrology and enhancing 77 acres of salt marsh habitat, and received the Coastal America's Corporate Wetlands Restoration Partnership Award. 

The Wheeler marsh restoration project improved 15 acres of salt marsh and intertidal mudflats through the partnership of the Town of York, NOAA, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and Ducks Unlimited. 

“Today, President Bush outlined some very positive steps for our wetlands, which have suffered from continuing loss and degradation for centuries,” said Don Young, executive vice president of Ducks Unlimited. “At the same time, we have continuing concerns about the current state of wetland habitat across the continent." 

"Wetland habitats of value to wildlife continue to be lost at the substantial rate of tens of thousands of acres every year," said Young. "Given those concerns, it is vitally important that conservation initiatives such as the North American Wetlands Conservation Act and the Wetlands Reserve Program receive substantial funding." 

In several key meetings, officials with Ducks Unlimited have had the opportunity to meet face to face with the president and his staff to discuss conservation policy, said Young, stressing that "reasonable and sound regulations in addition to financial support and other incentives" are needed to protect and restore the nation’s wetlands.

ENS

Congress Wades Into Ocean Debate 
By J.R. Pegg
WASHINGTON, DC, April 23, 2004 (ENS) - At two Senate hearings Thursday, federal lawmakers praised the U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy for its work but raised doubts about the political feasibility of implementing its recommendations. Lawmakers appeared skeptical of the plan to create a National Oceans Council and even less certain there will be support for setting aside a dedicated Oceans Trust Fund. 

The 514 page report, released Tuesday, lays out some 200 recommendations for how the U.S. government should revamp and strengthen its commitment and framework for managing the oceans. 

It offers a "practical blueprint for ocean policy in the 21st century," retired Admiral James Watkins, chair of the commission, told the Senate Commerce and Appropriations Committees. "It lays out a logical sequence of actions that can begin immediately." 

"The current management regime is outdated and inconsistent with an ecosystem based management," Watkins said. "There is a lack of coordination, goals and funding at all levels." 

U.S. ocean policy is a haphazard mix of federal, state and local authorities and regulations. More than 60 congressional committees and subcommittees oversee some 20 agencies and permanent commissions with ocean related activities, which are governed by more than 140 federal ocean related statutes. 

"Everyone agrees the oceans are in trouble and that the management regime we have now is not adequate," Watkins said. [image: image7.jpg]



The U.S. has more square miles of oceans under its control than it does land. (Photo courtesy Oceana)
A key recommendation for improving coordination among federal agencies is the creation of a National Oceans Council within the Executive Office of the President. 

This council would be composed of cabinet secretaries of departments and directors of independent agencies with ocean and coastal responsibilities, advised by a nonfederal Presidential Council of Advisors on Ocean Policy, and supported by a small Office of Ocean Policy. 

That concept would do little to remedy the situation, several lawmakers said. 

"You have a heck of a good report," Senator Ernest Hollings told the commission members. "But if that is not a nonstarter, then I have never seen one." 

The South Carolina Democrat said "you will have all the cabinet members in there with their interests ... and they will fuss." 

"That oceans policy council to me takes away from what we got right now," said Hollings, who expressed concern the report does not focus enough on the need for the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) to serve as the leading federal ocean agency. 

Watkins defended the governance changes in the report and stressed that "there should be a leadership position in the White House to bring together all these disparate groups." 

"It is not going to work by itself, it works if the President has a commitment to it," Watkins said. "Congress can put pressure on the White House and tell them this is a good idea. We have not upset any of the existing structures." 

Without strong coordination in the White House, Watkins said, Congress will never get the "integrated budgets" the commission believes are necessary to ensure steady and focused funding for a revamped oceans policy. 

"We are not suggesting this does not include a greatly strengthened NOAA," added Commission member Andrew Rosenberg. "NOAA still has to be the lead for implementation." [image: image8.jpg]



There can be no doubt the oceans are in trouble and the government is ill equipped to deal with the crisis, said retired Admiral James Watkins. (Photo courtesy U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy)
California Democratic Congressman Sam Farr told his Senate colleagues that the House Oceans Caucus is already drafting legislation - know as "BOB or Big Oceans Bill" - to implement many of the organization recommendations outlined in the report. 

"Many of the details are still being worked out; however, the broad sections of BOB include national governance, regional governance, science and technology, and education," Farr said. "We will be introducing our legislation this session." 

Farr stressed the economic importance of the oceans and coasts - these regions add more than $1 trillion annually to the U.S. economy. 

"It is up to each of us to not let this unprecedented opportunity pass us by," Farr said. "This is a bipartisan issue that cannot wait until after the next election." 

But his House colleague, Michigan Republican Vernon Ehlers, was more cautious in his outlook. 

He said the report's call for "an organic act of NOAA," which would redefine and strengthen its focus on oceans policies, is critical. 

"We want to pass a bill into law this year," Ehlers told the Senate panel, "but this will not be easy." 

Ehlers said the report does not "clearly specify priorities for funding." 

"It will be extremely difficult to find $4 billion in new money for the oceans," he said. "I agree there are enough problems and issues that it requires this much new funding, but I want to make sure Congress is not hit with sticker shock." 
Beaches face pressure from increasing numbers of visitors, as well as pollution from coastal areas and hundreds of miles inland. (Photo courtesy Clean Beaches Council)
The commission calls for a doubling of investment in ocean research, strengthening the link between coastal and watershed management, and implementing the national Integrated Ocean Observing System (IOOS). 

The cost of the commission's recommendations is about $1.3 billion in the first year, $2.4 billion in the second year, and $3.2 billion annually thereafter. 

This includes some $650 million annually for the IOOS, which Wakins says is "the only program that we are really pushing really hard." 

"The rest is policy, but this must go forward," said Watkins, who defended the recommendation to create an Ocean Policy Trust Fund to assist federal agencies and state governments in carrying out its recommendations. 

The fund would use some $4 billion of the $5 billion annually collected as federal revenues from Outer Continental Shelf oil and gas development and would include any future rents from permitted uses of federal waters. The earmarked money currently goes into the U.S. Treasury. 

"We are saying that is a legitimate revenue stream for these policies," Watkins said. "We are giving you an idea that has merit." 

But Hollings, who said he strongly supports much of the work of the commission, told Watkins that "there ain't gonna be no trust fund. I can tell you that." 
Coastal development is putting added strain on the very ecosystems people are so keen to visit and live within. (Photo courtesy National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration)
Hollings said the commission should refine the spending priorities to give Congress a clearer idea of how- and where - the funding increases should be spent. 

"Do not worry about sticker shock," Hollings said. "But you have to determine the needs." 

Senator Ted Stevens, an Alaska Republican, said the report was calling for enormous increases and cautioned "there is not a section of the government not seeking an increase to meet the technological challenges they face." 

"The real problem is going to be to find the commitment from the Congress and the administration in terms of committing dollars on a steady basis," Stevens said. 

The commission's draft report has been sent to governors and released to the public for a 30 day review and comment period from April 20 through May 21. 

It will then incorporate the comments of the governors and the public and send its recommendations to the White House for a 90 day review and comment period. 

________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

'Biggest birds' hatch UK comeback 
Efforts to re-introduce the world's heaviest flying bird to Britain nearly 175 years after it died out have seen conservationists head to Russia. 
It is one of the few countries in which the Great Bustard is known to still roam in the wild. 

The British Great Bustard Group is flying to the Saratov region of Russia to find 40 chicks to bring back. 

The chicks' nests are threatened with destruction in Russia so British authorities have importation licences. 

The Great Bustard was hunted to extinction in Britain in the 1830s, partly because its succulent and delicious meat was so sought after by the nation's chefs. 

Hatch plan 
The team plans to hatch the eggs in Russia then transport the birds from Moscow to London when they are two weeks old. 

They will then be taken to Salisbury Plain, Wiltshire, where they will be reared in confinement before being let out into the wild. 

Environment minister Ben Bradshaw said the effort was the first ever attempt to re-introduce a species once resident in England. 

Farming and hunting killed British Bustards in 1830s 

They stand to the height of an adult Roe Deer 

They can be more than a metre long 

About 40,000 Bustards are in Spain, Portugal, central Europe, Russia and central Asia 

Their alarm call is a short, nasal sound similar to a bark 

The Great Bustard Group has said the bird is "the missing crown of the biodiversity and natural heritage of England." 

Founder and chairman of the group, former Wiltshire Police wildlife liaison officer David Waters, said there could be teething problems for the re-introduction of the birds in the UK. 

He said: "The adults can live for up to 20-25 years, but the survival rate for Great Bustard chicks in the wild is not great - 75% of them will die in the first year. 

"They do have a capacity for injuring themselves and the simple fact of the great outdoors is there's a lot of things that eat each other." 

Story from BBC NEWS:

__________________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA  (ROA)- NEWS UPDATE
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UNEP in the news

African leaders to attend Niger basin summit 

Paris, France (PANA) - Seven African leaders are expected Monday in Paris, to attend the two-day summit of the Niger Basin Authority slated for 26-27 April. According to French Foreign Ministry spokesman Herve Ladsous. The leaders are Presidents Mathieu Kerekou of Benin, Blaise Compaore of Burkina Faso, Paul Biya of Cameroon, Amadou Toumani Toure of Mali, Mamadou Tandja of Niger, Olusegun Obasanjo of Nigeria and Idriss Deby of Chad. Dubbed "The International Partnership for the Niger Basin," Guinea and Cote d'Ivoire will respectively be represented to the Conference by Prime Minister François Louceny Fall and a yet to be identified Ivorian official, Ladsous told the press. He also added that the development partners will be represented by the president of the European Commission, Romano Prodi, the director general of the UN Food and Agriculture Organisation, Jacques Diouf, and the Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme, Klaus Topfer. Ladsous said that the World Bank, the African Development Bank and the UN Development Programme will also partake in the summit's proceedings. After the discussions, the summit will issue the "Paris Declaration," spelling out the principles of the shared management of the Niger River water resources. The river and its tributaries form the third biggest water basin on the African continent. Under the sponsorship of host President Jacques Chirac, the Paris Summit will examine solutions to the problems of silting, evaporation and pollution looming over the Niger River, Africa's third longest stream after the Nile and the Congo rivers. Some 110 million people currently make a living through farming, fishery and navigation along the river and its tributaries, the French Foreign Ministry indicated, adding that Paris had earmarked 10 million euros in October 2003 to prop ABN's efforts.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng039705&dte=23/04/2004
General environment news

Malawi to phase out leaded petrol 

Blantyre, Malawi (PANA) - Malawi will in the next six months phase out the use of leaded petrol, newly appointed Energy and Mining Minister Hetherwick Ntaba told PANA Sunday, saying the decision was taken "after wide consultations". Ntaba said the unleaded petrol would reduce health costs, improve fuel efficiency and lower machine repair costs. Automobile engineers, though, maintain that lead is added to petrol to improve its quality and engine performance by lubricating the engine and preventing deterioration of valves. But Ntaba said research has shown that heavy metal manganese or ethanol can perform just as well as lead in engines and valves, adding that these were, moreover, more environment-friendly. He said leaded petrol-powered vehicles could safely use unleaded petrol plus the readily available additive. The minister insisted that the switch to unleaded petrol also has economic implications. He noted that Malawi's annual petrol bill had an extra 44 million Kwacha (about 403,670 US dollars) for the lead, hence dropping leaded fuel could mean a lower price for petrol at filling stations. But motorists do not expect the price reduction overnight since, to accommodate the new policy, oil companies need to make some changes to their fuel import tenders, storage facilities, haulage and related equipment which may cost them millions of dollars. The decision to phase out leaded petrol follows an agreement signed by members of the UN Convention on Climatic Change at the World Summit on Sustainable Development in South Africa in 2002.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng039877&dte=25/04/2004
Kenya worried by degradation of its coastline 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Environmental conservation and management authorities in Kenya say they are worried by an apparent lack of resources. The authorities blame this as a major cause of marine man-made and natural problems facing its Indian Ocean coastline. According to an official of the Coast Development Authority, a quasi-government body formed to help accelerate development in the region, the current population of more than 2.2 million along the coastline have exerted pressure on the natural resources related to marine and its environment. Inadequate infrastructure and public services, degraded water quality, decline in reef fishery, degraded marine habitats, coastal erosion and increasing on-water and land use conflicts also have contributed to major problems facing the coastline. Francis Baya, the official, told PANA Friday that the increased population has resulted in the decline of marine water quality, reef fishery and increased shoreline erosion. To reverse the trend, Baya said a multi-institutional planning team spearheaded by CDA had recognized the need for an overall framework to come up with an aggressive management and desired solutions of implementing the coastline. The first pilot site for implementation of the coastal programme under the auspices of the newly launched Integrated Coastal Area Management (ICAM) will be at the Jomo Kenyatta public beach at the north coast, the only public beach in the country Baya said.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng039637&dte=23/04/2004
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ROAP MEDIA UPDATE

UN or UNEP in the news

Wanted! Seas and Oceans? Dead Or Alive? Competition 
BruneiDirect.Com, (By Azian Othman) - Bandar Seri Begawan - To mark the World Environment Day this year, school students in the country are invited to take part in a competition in the form of paintings or drawings, poems or short essays. 
..United Nations Environment Programme's Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific in partnership with Bayer has announced a competition that enables young people in this region to answer this vital question in words or pictures: Do we want to keep seas and oceans healthy and alive or polluted and dead?
http://www.brudirect.com/DailyInfo/News/Archive/Apr04/260404/nite16.htm

North-east Asia countries to portray a master plan combating sandstorms
SHANGHAI, April 24 (Xinhuanet) -- Having suffered from dust and sandstorms for years, northeast Asia countries are joining hands to propose a master plan in sandstorm control and prevention by the end of 2004. 
Since 2002, the four northeast Asia countries, China, Japan, the Republic of Korea (ROK) and Mongolia have worked together withfour international organizations, namely Asian Development Bank (ADB), United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) andUnited Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD), to initiate a project combating dust and sandstorms in northeast Asiacountries comprehensively. 
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-04/24/content_1438498.htm 

also in People’s Daily: http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/200404/25/eng20040425_141431.shtml 

 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

Bahrain

Green drive by Alba is praised

PARTICIPANTS in a specialised Environmental Pollution and Control course were offered first hand insight into Alba's award winning environmental protection programmes during a visit to the smelter. 

The visit was arranged as part of a specialised, four-day course, organised by Bahrain University's Engineering College. 

Twenty participants, including managers and engineers from major companies both in Bahrain and across the region, visited the smelter to learn more about Alba's environmental protection programmes and to see for themselves some of its environmental facilities. 

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=79852&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=27034
Beach clean-up today

The Filipino Club Toastmasters are organising a beach clean-up behind Al Fateh Mosque today, starting at 10 am. The project aims to hone the FC Toastmasters’ community beautification and environmental awareness programme and leadership skills. Participants are encouraged to bring cleaning tools such as rakes, plastic bags, gloves though the municipality will provide some items.

http://www.bahraintribune.com/ArticleDetail.asp
Jordan
Jordan Valley farmers to start farming fish

Some 60 Jordan Valley farmers will start farming fish through a grant provided to them by KAFAA, a water efficiency project, according to project personnel. 

KAFAA's Tareq Abdullah said, “50 to 60 farmers will be able to make use of a revolving fund in Ghor Al Safi corporation allowing them to start off their fish farms in their irrigation ponds.” 

According to Abdullah, fish farming in irrigation ponds would provide income to farmers during the winter season when income from agriculture is low or nonexistent. 

Through the loans KAFAA, in cooperation with the Near East Foundation, will provide farmers in Ghor Al Safi and Ghor Madsous with finger links — to start off fish — eight months of technical assistance and fish feed. 

http://www.jordantimes.com/fri/homenews/homenews4.htm
UAE
Environment exhibition at EPS

The Emirates Private School in the capital recently conducted an 'Environment Exhibition' as part of its Family Day celebration. 

'Water - its uses and purification' and 'Preservation of wild and marine life' were among the many topics that were highlighted at the exhibition that helped increase student awareness on the world of environment.

Students from the Kindergarten to Grade 12 took part in the exhibition with many of them preparing models to demonstrate the use of waste material and trash.

Surveys of environmental awareness among fellow students were also carried out by distributing questionnaires. The survey revealed that around 605 students were found to be aware of the dangers faced by the environment.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2004/april/theuae_april605.xml
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F R I D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
UN team to assess damage from train explosion in DPR of Korea

*
Senior UN envoy due in Darfur, Sudan, next week to assess war victims’ needs

*
‘Right’ Israeli pullout from Gaza could help bring Middle East peace – UN envoy

*
Ahead of Cyprus poll tomorrow, UN hands over authenticated settlement plan

*
UNICEF calls for concerted action to fight child trafficking in Africa

*
UN will airlift 229 stranded Liberian refugees home tomorrow

*
SARS situation in China potentially serious with possible new cluster – WHO

*
UN-coordinated ‘Vaccination Week’ to be launched in Haiti tomorrow

*
Sanitation expert at UN meeting recommends governments promote not provide

*
UN official commends Asia-Pacific regional development efforts

* * * *

DPR of Korea

23 April – The United Nations is sending a damage assessment team this weekend to the site of the train explosion in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) that killed 50 people and injured more than 1,000 others, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said today.

“A formal request for international assistance in response to the disaster was received by OCHA this afternoon from the Government,” it said, noting the multi-agency mission to Ryongchon County is planned for Saturday.

The UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the World Health Organization (WHO) and the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) have already reallocated about $150,000 worth of medicines and medical supplies from existing programmes to meet some of the immediate needs.

Through his spokesman, Secretary-General Kofi Annan extended his condolences to the people and Government of the DPRK on the heavy loss of life and injuries caused by the train accident.

Yesterday afternoon, two train wagons carrying explosives detonated at Ryongchon Station in North Phyongan province, near the Chinese border. According to Government reporting, the explosives were en route to a construction site for a large-scale irrigation project when the accident occurred during shunting operations at the station.

The Government’s Flood Damage Rehabilitation Committee said the explosion, which reportedly caused major damage to housing and infrastructure, including schools and medical facilities, levelled more than 1,800 dwellings.

The assessment mission will include representatives from OCHA, UNICEF, WHO, IFRC, the World Food Programme (WFP), non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and representatives from the diplomatic community.

* * *

Sudan

23 April – A high-level United Nations inter-agency mission will visit western Sudan next week to assess the humanitarian needs of 1.2 million victims of conflict in the Darfur region, where black Sudanese refugees say they have been the victims of atrocities by Arab Sudanese militias.

The mission, from 27 April until 2 May, will be led by James Morris, Executive Director of the UN World Food Programme (WFP), which today warned of a looming “major humanitarian catastrophe” in Darfur, where 665,000 people have been internally displaced and 453,000 others affected in addition to the more than 100,000 refugees who have fled to neighbouring Chad.

Earlier this month a senior UN official described the situation as a coordinated “scorched-earth” campaign of ethnic cleansing, but a humanitarian ceasefire accord has since been signed between the Sudanese Government and two rebel groups, the Sudan Liberation Movement/Army (SLA) and the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM).

“The need for emergency food aid in Darfur is acute. The conflict has driven hundreds of thousands of people from their farms and homes and left them completely destitute. Food assistance is crucial to saving lives,” Mr. Morris said, appealing for $98 million, WFP’s part of the overall $115 million UN appeal launched earlier this month.

“It is not too late to avert a catastrophe in Darfur, but only if those involved and the international community act without further delay,” he added.

The UN World Health Organization (WHO) added its voice to the appeal today. “Intensified and urgent action is needed…to address one of the most severe humanitarian emergencies today. Given the current situation, the humanitarian crisis will last several months,” it said in a news release in Geneva. The agency noted there had been outbreaks of measles, widespread reporting of rape and severe malnutrition.

Also in Geneva today the 53-state UN Human Rights Commission adopted overwhelmingly a draft decision expressing deep concern over the situation – 50 countries voted in favour, the United States cast the lone opposing ballot and Australia and Ukraine abstained. The US vote followed rejection of amendments it had proposed, including a call to the Sudanese Government to ensure an end to attacks against the citizens of Darfur and to its support for the Janjaweed militia.

A UN High Commission for Human Rights (OHCHR) fact-finding mission is already in the Sudanese capital of Khartoum and it is hoped it will travel to Darfur today, a spokesman said.

On 2 April Jan Egeland, Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, told reporters in New York he could find no other words than ethnic cleansing to describe the “organized campaign of forced depopulation of entire areas” by the Janjaweed militia. Sudanese President Omer Hassan Ahmed al-Bashir has invited UN agencies to view the situation on the ground with their own eyes.

* * *

Middle East

23 April – The top United Nations envoy for the Middle East, Terje Roed-Larsen, gave the Security Council a cautiously upbeat assessment today of developments in the area, now poised between choosing a new era of peacemaking if Israel withdraws from Gaza in the right way and more violence if the withdrawal is wrongly handled.

In an open briefing on the latest developments in the region, Mr. Roed-Larsen, Special Coordinator for the Middle East peace process, said the right withdrawal should not just be a military deployment but “should be full and complete and lead to the consolidation of Palestinian control over its territory and international crossings.”

Complete withdrawal would confront Israel with a security dilemma, but this problem could be solved by “temporary, internationally supervised security arrangements,” he said.

If approved by the parties, the arrangements could enable Israel to withdraw completely and the Palestinians to live normally, “fighting terrorism and violence in cooperation with regional and international players,” Mr. Roed-Larsen said.

He did not share the pessimism of many about Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon’s announcement earlier this year that Israel will withdraw from almost all of the 40 per cent of Gaza that it still controls and part of the West Bank, Mr. Roed-Larsen said.

Noting that he had expressed optimism about the plan at his Council briefing in February, Mr. Roed-Larsen said, “I still do believe that the Gaza withdrawal, if carried out in the right way, can usher in a new era of peacemaking in the Middle East.

“I also continue to maintain that if such a withdrawal is implemented in the wrong way, it will lead to more violence, quite possibly bringing us to a new low in the dismal annals of the Palestinian-Israeli tragedy.”

This is the crossroads today, Mr. Larsen said.

Only a rigorously engaged international community, led by the diplomatic Quartet – the UN, European Union, Russian Federation and United States – and the Security Council could help the parties to make the right choices, he said.

“The international community should certainly lend a hand to see the Palestinians recover their land in Gaza and to ensure that other steps in the same direction follow in the West Bank,” he said.

* * *

Cyprus

23 April – With Cypriots heading to the polls tomorrow, the United Nations today handed over the authenticated version of a plan to reunify Cyprus ahead of its entry into the European Union on 1 May.

Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Adviser on Cyprus, Alvaro de Soto, conveyed to both Cypriot parties and to the guarantor powers, Greece, Turkey and the United Kingdom, the Comprehensive Settlement of the Cyprus Problem, a UN spokesman said in New York.

Mr. Annan stepped in last month to finalize the plan, which if approved, would create a United Cyprus Republic composed of a Greek Cypriot constituent state and Turkish Cypriot constituent state linked by a federal government.

On Wednesday the Security Council failed to adopt a resolution that would have taken decisions on matters related to the plan, such as the dissolution of the current UN Peacekeeping force in Cyprus (UNFICYP) in favour of a new UN Settlement Implementation Mission in Cyprus (UNSIMIC) to oversee the process of carrying out the plan. The decisions would have been contingent on the outcome of Saturday’s balloting, and be null and void if the agreement did not enter into force for any reason.

* * *

Human trafficking

23 April – With child trafficking affecting more African countries than any other type of trafficking, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) today called on governments, law enforcement officials, education authorities, local communities and the media to unite in fighting the scourge.

“Trafficking is among the worst violations of child rights in the world,” UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy said in a statement launching a new report issued by the agency’s Innocenti Research Centre, based in Florence, Italy. “If we are to put an end to this brazen trade, we need courageous government leaders who will criminalize the trafficking of children in all its forms. Failure to do so is an abuse of children.”

Trafficking of human beings affects every country in Africa for which data is available, either as countries of origin or destination, according to the report, which assembles and analyzes data from across the continent.

Although there are no reliable estimates on actual number of those trafficked, the number of countries reporting trafficking in children is twice that of those reporting trafficking in women, according to the report, launched in Cotonou in the West African country of Benin at a meeting of African Union ministers of labour and social affairs.

“Children will only be free from trafficking when they live in a protective environment which shields them from this unconscionable violation of their rights,” Ms. Bellamy said in her statement from New York. 

A protective environment includes being in school, having strong laws punishing those who exploit children, a government truly committed to fighting the practice and a community aware of the risks children face, UNICEF said. It also means that media raise awareness, that law enforcement is free from corruption, and that strong monitoring systems are in place to identify communities at risk.

The report looks at information from 53 African countries. Trafficking does not remain within Africa. In 34 per cent of African countries, the trade flows to Europe, and in 26 per cent to the Middle East and Arab states. Trafficking within national borders is very common, occurring in 8 out of every 10 African countries.

Root causes, often differing from country to country, include the collapse of a child’s protective environment due to conflict, economic hardship and discrimination. Early marriage and lack of birth registration further increase the vulnerability of children and women exploitation.  Poverty can create a desperate situation for many women and children, making them marks for manipulation.

Other important factors are sexual and economic exploitation, including the demand for cheap domestic and agricultural labour. The conflict-related demand for child soldiers, demand related to adoption and trafficking in body parts also play a role and need further investigation, according to the study.

* * *

Liberia

23 April – The United Nations will begin an airlift from Mali tomorrow of 229 stranded Liberian refugees, who had been trying to get themselves home from Ghana without the required travel permits, the UN refugee agency said today.

The group, mainly women and children, were stopped in Sikasso, a town at the border of Mali and Guinea, because they lacked authorization from the Guinean government to traverse its territory, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said.

After negotiations between UNHCR, Liberia and Mali, they were taken to Bamako, the Malian capital, on Thursday. They will be flown home in groups of 40 in a Boeing 727 aircraft provided by the UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL).

UNHCR said it has aided about 9,500 Liberians to return home since December, but about 6,000 of them have been unable to leave the area of Monrovia, the Liberian capital, because of insecurity in their districts of origin. If all goes well, however, UNHCR is planning to repatriate about 300,000 more later this year.

Meanwhile, former international soccer star George Weah, Liberian-born Goodwill Ambassador for the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), continued his second trip to his homeland this year. He has been meeting demobilized former boy soldiers and thrilling them with his message of hope and hard work.

* * *

SARS

23 April – The United Nations health agency said today the SARS situation in China is considered potentially serious because of the multiple opportunities for exposure by hundreds of potential contacts after four possible cases of Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome – including one death – were reported in the last two days.

The World Health Organization (WHO) is working closely with Chinese health authorities to confirm the status and full extent of this apparently linked cluster, and to prevent further spread of the viral disease, which last year killed 774 people and infected more than 8,000 worldwide, the vast majority of them in China.

To date, more than 300 contacts of the new cases have been identified and placed under medical observation.

In line with its own definitions, WHO has classified two of the cases as probable SARS with the other two remaining under investigation. But Chinese authorities have diagnosed two as clinically confirmed – a 20-year-old nurse in Beijing who remains in intensive care, and a 26-year-old laboratory researcher from Anhui province, who in March worked at the Chinese National Institute of Virology in Beijing where SARS research is known to be underway.

The researcher was attended in a Beijing hospital by the nurse. Her mother also provided bedside care, became ill in Anhui on 8 April and died on 19 April. Her clinical symptoms were compatible with SARS, and health authorities have retrospectively diagnosed her as a suspected SARS case.

The fourth person, a 31-year-old laboratory researcher who also worked at the virology institute, developed symptoms on 17 April and was hospitalized in isolation on 22 April. The health authorities have diagnosed him as a suspected SARS case.

According to WHO guidelines, classification as a confirmed case requires independent verification of results by an external international reference laboratory. Such procedures are considered necessary in view of the implications that confirmed SARS cases can have for international public health.

* * *

Vaccination

23 April – The first “Vaccination Week of the Americas,” targeting 40 million people from the highest point in Alaska to the lowest point in Argentina, will be launched tomorrow in a remote town on the border between Haiti and the Dominican Republic, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) said Friday.

On the Caribbean island of Hispaniola, which Haiti and the Dominican Republic share, the area around the Haitian border town of Ganthier is home to some of the poorest, most isolated children in the Americas.

According to UNICEF, four children carrying the flags of Haiti, the Dominican Republic, the UN World Health Organization (WHO) and UNICEF will lead a parade of other children bearing the flags of 33 other countries in the Americas.

Dr. Mirta Roses, director of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), now the regional arm of WHO, the Ministers of Health of Haiti and the Dominican Republic and other dignitaries will launch the week at Ganthier’s orphanage by each immunizing two children.

Most of the countries will vaccinate people against measles, polio, rubella, also known as German measles, and congenital rubella syndrome, while other countries will also tackle influenza. Women of childbearing age may also receive Vitamin A supplements and vaccinations against neonatal tetanus.

* * *

Sanitation

23 April – With some 2.4 billion people lacking access to basic sanitation, a World Bank expert has recommended using a “what people want” approach, giving governments the role of creating demand and enabling local industries to meet that demand, instead of providing the facilities themselves.

“It is silly to try to sell, or even give, things to people that they do not want and that is particularly true of sanitation and hygiene,” World Bank Senior Water and Sanitation Specialist Peter Kolsky told the 12th session of the United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD-12) yesterday.

Governments with scarce resources could not afford to promote sanitation through large-scale supply of facilities, he said. After people in Maharashtra, India, used the new latrines as tool sheds and storerooms, the government embarked on the new approach, he said in citing one example.

Stressing comfort, cleanliness, dignity and aesthetics were good ways to sell sanitation, Mr. Kolsky said, and the government could create the right industrial environment through legislation, information campaigns and capacity building.

Because of the stigma associated with the public elimination of human waste in areas of poor sanitation, many Indian women were forced to defecate either at sunrise or at sunset, Indian sanitation expert Bindeshwar Pathak said. Nearly 700 million people defecated in the open in his country, he added.

His company had built some 6,000 pay toilets that provided privacy, security and dignity to women and were being used by nearly 10 million people per day, even though pay toilets had not been part of Indian culture, he said.

In addition, the company had installed 1.2 million eco-friendly compost flush toilets and had affixed biogas fixed dome digesters to community toilets to recycle waste products for agriculture and energy uses, he said.

* * *

Asia-Pacific

23 April – Efforts by richer countries in Asia to help the region’s least developed countries (LDCs) work their way out of extreme poverty are a good halfway point between the attempts of the poor countries themselves and the needed global action, a senior United Nations said today.

“Regional development cooperation, particularly in the shape of South-South cooperation, could open up potential opportunities and provide a good framework of international support to the LDCs,” Under-Secretary-General Anwarul Chowdhury told a high-level panel discussion at the 62-member UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) in Shanghai.

Mr. Chowdhury, the UN’s High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States, spotlighted such actions as China’s steep reduction or cancellation of more than $1 billion in debt and its allowing tariff-free entry from the region’s 14 LDCs.

Malaysia has provided training in management, agriculture and diplomacy to Cambodia, Laos and Myanmar, while India, Malaysia and the Republic of Korea have been investing in the LDCs, Mr. Chowdhury said.

He noted that a new Asian Highway linking 32 countries, conceived and organized by ESCAP, will particularly benefit four landlocked LDCs: Afghanistan, Bhutan, Laos and Nepal.

A signing ceremony for the 144,000-kilometre highway agreement will take place on Monday at the opening of the ministerial segment of the ESCAP meeting.

Addressing a special event on “Pro-Poor Public Private Partnerships” (5Ps), ESCAP Executive Secretary Kim Hak-Su said the private sector, because it has both expertise and resources, should help governments tackle the problems of lifting 800 million Asian and Pacific people who are mired in poverty.

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________ DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

**North Korea
Two train wagons carrying explosives detonated at a station in Ryongchon yesterday, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs was informed by the Government of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea.

According to initial reports from the Government, the explosion injured more than 1,000 people and killed 50 people, and completely destroyed more than 1,800 dwellings.

We have a situation report from OCHA with more details upstairs.

**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman
And on that subject, I have the following statement attributable to the Spokesman:

“The Secretary-General extends his sincere condolences to the people and Government of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea on the heavy loss of life and injuries caused by the tragic train accident near the city of Ryongchon yesterday.

“This morning the DPRK Ambassador called on the Emergency Relief Coordinator, Jan Egeland, with an official request for international assistance.

“In response, the United Nations will make emergency relief supplies available from existing stocks in North Korea and release emergency cash grants.

“Tomorrow, a UN inter-agency mission will be on the site of the disaster to assess humanitarian needs, so as to mobilize immediate support and assistance to the people in the affected area.”

**Security Council
On the Middle East, in his periodic briefing given to the Security Council, UN Envoy Terje Roed-Larsen focused on what he sees as a crucial and potentially seminal juncture for peace efforts in the Middle East.

A critical lesson, he said, from the last three years of violence, is that only an overall political settlement can reverse the deteriorating humanitarian, security and economic situation.

Turning to the proposed Israeli withdrawal from Gaza, Larsen said if it is carried out in the right way it can usher in a new era of peacemaking in the region.  If, however, it is done the wrong way, it will only lead to new violence.

The right way, Larsen told the Council, is for the withdrawal to be a complete end of the occupation and not just a military redeployment with Palestinians gaining control over their affairs in Gaza.  He went to say that one way to address Israeli security concerns after a withdrawal would be through temporary and internationally supervised security arrangements, with the consent of the parties.  The withdrawal should also be accompanied by the implementation of Israeli and Palestinian obligations under the “Road Map”.

The international community, he said, will not prejudice the outcome of final status negotiations.  Those are matters for the parties.  As a member of the Quartet, Larsen added, the United Nations, emphasizes that no declared views on the possible shape of a final settlement can pre-empt the negotiation of that settlement.  This would destroy the hope that drives the Road Map and erode the parties’ ability to perform the tasks it stipulates.

The Israeli withdrawal from Gaza, Larsen said, sets the stage for the next step of the Council’s stewardship over the peace process.  He suggested that the withdrawal could be supervised and certified by the United Nations, as was the case with the Israeli pull-back from southern Lebanon in 2000.

In closing, he told the Council that crucial choices lie ahead for all concerned:  the Israelis, the Palestinians and the international community.  For the latter, the choice is between vigorous involvement in helping transform the Gaza initiative into a full implementation of the Road Map or standing by and watching events as they unfold.  We have the full text of his briefing in my office.

The open session of the Security Council was presided over by Minister of State of Germany Kerstin Müller.

Council members have now moved into closed consultations during which a draft resolution on the Middle East was circulated by Algeria.

We expect Mr. Larsen to come to the stakeout after the consultations.

**Cyprus
The Secretary-General’s Special Adviser on Cyprus, Alvaro de Soto, today conveyed to both Cypriot parties and to the guarantor powers, namely Greece, Turkey and the United Kingdom, the authenticated version of the Comprehensive Settlement of the Cyprus Problem.

As you know, tomorrow Greek Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots will vote in simultaneous referenda on whether to adopt the comprehensive settlement plan.  We have a press release on that upstairs.

**DarfurMission
At the request of the Secretary-General, James Morris, the Executive Director of the UN World Food Programme, will lead a high-level humanitarian mission to the Darfur region of Sudan.

The inter-agency mission, scheduled to be in Sudan from 27 April until 2 May, will get a first-hand look at the humanitarian situation there, assess the scope of the crisis, and identify any gaps in humanitarian assistance.

One of the mission’s most urgent tasks will be to identify ways to pre-position humanitarian supplies before the rainy season begins.  It will also assess the possibility of conducting cross-border operations, airlifts and airdrops.  We have a press release with more details.

**UNICEF – Report on Human Trafficking
From UNICEF, trafficking of human beings affects every country in Africa for which data is available, and trafficking of children is particularly widespread, according to a UNICEF report launched today in Benin.

The report looks at trafficking information from 53 African countries and provides an analysis of the patterns, root causes, and existing national and regional policy responses to it.

Among the report’s key observations:  trafficking occurs most frequently when a child’s protective environment collapses due to conflict, economic hardship, and discrimination.  There is a press release upstairs on that.

**Democratic Republic of Congo
The deputy head of the UN’s refugee agency, Wendy Chamberlin, who is in Angola, has appealed to aid agencies to work together to assist tens of thousands of Congolese diamond miners expelled from Angola, and urged the two governments to respect their basic rights.

Although the Congolese were not in Angola as refugees and, therefore, do not come under UNHCR’s mandate, the agency has called for assistance to the group on humanitarian grounds.

UNHCR also notes that the expelled workers are arriving in an area of the Democratic Republic of the Congo where the agency is assisting some 42,000 Angolan refugees, who could return home under a repatriation programme this year.  UNHCR has expressed concern for the security of the Angolan refugees in the area following attacks by the angry crowds of expelled Congolese.

Further details are available in a press release, as well as in the briefing notes from Geneva.

**Chernobyl
Monday will be the eighteenth anniversary of the world’s worst nuclear accident, which took place at Chernobyl.  We have upstairs embargoed copies of a statement in which the Secretary-General marks that anniversary; the embargo is until a minute after midnight, Moscow time, on the 26th, or 4:01 p.m. on Sunday, New York time.

**WHO/China SARS case
China’s Health Ministry yesterday informed the World Health Organization of one suspected case of SARS.

Investigation of the case, including extensive laboratory testing, is under way.

WHO notes that China has a well-developed system for the detection and investigation of possible SARS cases and its staff in the Beijing office are being kept closely informed by the Ministry.

We have more on that upstairs.

**World Bank-IMF
The global imbalance between rich and poor countries must be urgently addressed if the world is to prosper into the twenty-first century, the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund (IMF) Spring Meetings will be told this weekend.

The World Bank and the IMF will also use the meetings in Washington this weekend to urge nations to do more to meet the Millennium Development Goals.  Then, on Monday, the Deputy Secretary-General, Louise Fréchette, will address the Economic and Social Council’s High-Level Meeting with the Bretton Woods Institutions and the World Trade Organization.

Also, Oscar de Rojas, Director of the Financing for Development Office of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs, will be the guest at the noon briefing here on Monday, to discuss that high-level meeting.  We have a number of press releases scheduled for Monday and you can get a list of them upstairs in my office.

**European Union Concert
On the occasion of the enlargement of the European Union, a concert, which will be performed by Solistes Européens, Luxembourg, will be held in the General Assembly Hall on Monday, 3 May 2004, at 6:30 p.m.

And the UN Correspondents Association has asked me to tell you that tickets will be distributed to journalists today on a first-come-first-served basis, from the Media Accreditation and Liaison Unit, right here on the second floor.

**The Week Ahead at the United Nations
And we have the Week Ahead for you to help you cover the UN next week.

That’s all I have.  Yes?

Questions and Answers

Question:  I have a question related to “oil-for-food”.  Cotecna, the company that Kofi Annan’s son worked for, was awarded a contract, I believe, in December ’98.  It seems at the time it awarded the contract the chief executive was already under indictment on alleged irregularities in relation to Pakistan.  Why would the UN award a contract to a company whose chief executive was under indictment?

Spokesman:  I’d have to see whether at the time our procurement officials were aware that there was such an indictment.  I don’t have that information here with me and I’ll look into it right after the briefing for you.  Anything else on a sleepy Friday?  Serge?
Question:  Fred, I was reading the last report of the Secretary-General on Haiti.  Regarding the political situation, in paragraph 9 he indicated that the (inaudible) President was sworn in as an interim President and in accordance with the constitutional rules of succession.  This is not true.  Why did he have to say something which is not true in the report?

Spokesman:  I doubt that he would have said something that’s untrue.  But I am not familiar enough with the constitutional situation in Haiti to answer off the top of my head.  So if you give me a little bit of time I’ll find out what I can after the briefing and find out why the Secretary-General’s report reads in that way.  Mark?

[The Spokesman later replied that the procedure described in paragraph 9 of the Secretary-General’s report on Haiti (S/2004/300) was based on article 149 of the Haitian Constitution which provides that the President of the Supreme Court of the Republic shall be invested temporarily with the duties of the President of the Republic, should the office of the President become vacant for any reason.  As the President of the Supreme Court, Mr. Boniface Alexandre was the first in line of succession.

Furthermore, the report reflected resolution 1529 (2004) in which the Security Council stated that it was “taking note of the resignation of Jean-Bertrand Aristide as President of Haiti and the swearing-in of President Boniface Alexandre as the acting President of Haiti in accordance with the Constitution of Haiti”.]

Question:  Fred, I know you have commented on this to other media.  But just for the record here, where does the UN Secretary-General stand on Mr. Brahimi’s position that Israel’s policies are spreading poison throughout the region?

Spokesman:  Mr. Brahimi apparently made comments along those lines in an interview that he gave to French Radio, I believe, two days ago.  I think, as a preliminary reaction, I could say that, as you know, he is a former Foreign Minister of Algeria and, therefore, he brings to the table strongly-held and strongly-expressed views about the Middle East peace process.  However, the official position of the United Nations on such matters is that set out by the Secretary-General in the many statements he has issued over the last seven years.

Question:  But does the Secretary-General believe Israel is spreading poison throughout the region or not?

Spokesman:  The answer to your question is the one I have just given.

Question:  You mean, you can’t say, Fred, that the Secretary-General doesn’t believe that Israel is spreading poison?  Is it possible the Secretary-General believes it or not?

Spokesman:  I have given you a very carefully worded response to this question.  It’s a politically complex issue.  I don’t want to over-simplify it by shortening it.  And what I said is what I...(interrupted).

Question:  (Inaudible)...you or us?

Spokesman:  Mr. Brahimi was expressing his personal views.  The United Nations’ views, as I said, have been expressed by the Secretary-General in his many public statements.

Question:  The Secretary-General’s view is not that Israel is not spreading poison?

Spokesman:  The Secretary-General’s views as expressed over the last seven years do not contain the word “poison”, yes.  Yes, sir in the back?

Question:  (Name inaudible), ABC.  What is the Secretary-General’s position about the reports about limiting the sovereignty of the Iraqi Government and is there any sense of the transfer of power and when the Security Council may authorize some sort of resolution on the transfer of power?

Spokesman:  That issue of a Security Council resolution is under consideration now by the Security Council and I can’t predict the timing of it.  The sovereignty issue is something that Iraqis are going to have to sort out for themselves in consultation with the Coalition Provisional Authority.  Mr. Brahimi is hoping to help in that process.  But I would not have a specific view to give you as a UN view on the sovereignty question today.  Mark?

Question:  You mentioned Mr. Roed-Larsen’s briefing to the Council, I just wanted to clarify.  So does the UN Secretary-General advocate –- and I am trying to understand in exactly what form –- this international supervision of a security arrangement?  Are we talking about an international force for the withdrawal from Gaza?  Is the UN advocating an international force or is advocating maybe some monitors?  Or is this just at the level of Mr. Roed-Larsen suggesting things and the Secretary-General hasn’t taken a position yet?  I am just interested in trying to find out what exactly is being advocated here.

Spokesman:  No, I think the United Nations position has been for some time that an international presence could be helpful.  I don’t think we’re ready to publicly suggest a specific form.  That would be for the Security Council to consider.  So, I think what’s being put forward by Mr. Larsen is a position we have advocated before.  It’s in the form of a general idea and should the Council have an interest in exploring this further, then I think we could get down to more specific recommendations.

Thank you very much.  Enjoy your weekend.

* *** *



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "POPs" ��


Financial Express - ICMA cautions Govt against signing POPs agreement�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Eiger" ��Daily Telegraph - Stay off North Face of the Eiger, climbers warned - it's melting�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Sandstorms" ��The People Daily - North-east Asia countries to portray a master plan combating sandstorms*�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Competition" ��Bruneidirect.com - Wanted! Seas and Oceans? Dead Or Alive? Competition�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Marineenvironment" ��Yemen Times - Projects for protection of marine environment�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Summit" ��PANA – African leaders to attend Niger Basin Summit�����

















*Also picked up by BBC Monitoring Service
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