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South Asian Tsunami News
· BBC - Climate crisis near 'in 10 years'
· BBC - Warning over tsunami aid 'holdup'
· BBC - Tsunami impact felt one month on

Other Environmental News
· Reuters -  San Francisco Ponders Ecology Tax For Grocery Bags



Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROAP
· ROA

· ROWA


Other UN News
· UN Daily News of  25 January 2005
· S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of 25 January 2005
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Can Securing the Environment Win the Peace?
10th Anniversary Report Examines the Next Steps for Environment, Population, and Security

By: The Woodrow Wilson Center’s Environmental Change & Security Project

 Printer friendly page

Solving population, environment, and health problems is a cheap way to prevent conflict, according to Pulitzer Prize-winning author Jared Diamond, in the latest issue of the groundbreaking Environmental Change & Security Project Report. “People in countries with severe population, environment, and health problems get desperate. If they have no hope, they turn to drastic things like civil war and terrorism.” Diamond advocates a less expensive solution: “It would be relatively cheap to solve the world’s public health problems, which if left untreated, may ultimately lead to the explosions that cause us to send in our troops. The Band-Aids cost much more than the antibiotic.” Klaus Toepfer, the executive director of the United Nations Environment Programme, agrees: “Environmental security is the disarmament policy of the future.”

But what is the future of environmental security, according to the experts? 2004 brought mixed results: ten years after environmental security exploded on the political scene in the aftermath of state failures in Somalia, Rwanda, and Liberia, Wangari Maathai won the Nobel Peace Prize for her work linking sustainable development and human rights. But the Pentagon is considering removing a directive to display environmental security leadership. The Woodrow Wilson Center’s Environmental Change & Security Project (ECSP), the leading institute for environmental security in the United States, asked top thinkers to identify key themes for the next ten years: What are the next steps for environment, population, and security?

    * Eminent scientist Jared Diamond sees hope in individual action: “Every one of our problems—deforestation, overfishing, water scarcity, and toxic waste—is of our own making. Therefore, we can choose to stop causing them.” He offers inexpensive steps that individuals can take to address these problems: vote, speak out on public policy, exercise consumer choice, and support collaborations between big businesses and environmental organizations.

    * Former European Commission environment official Margaret Brusasco-Mackenzie urges us to regain lost momentum: “Clearly, the new model of development—one that could ensure environmental security—has been put on the back burner by the hostilities in Iraq and the war on terrorism,” she says, highlighting some of the European Union’s recent efforts to reinvigorate environmental security in a world dominated by “hard” security headlines.

    * Richard Cincotta of Population Action International connects demographics to security risks: “Early-phase states—including Iraq, Pakistan, and Nigeria—might lower their risk of civil conflict during their transitions to democracy and free markets if they advanced through the demographic transition” and reduced their birth rates, according to Cincotta, who outlines concrete steps for untangling these correlations. “U.S. foreign policy should improve girls’ access to schooling and women’s access to family planning, maternal health care, and income-generating opportunities.”

    * Erika Weinthal of Tel Aviv University finds environmental paths to making peace—and keeping it—in Central Asia and the Middle East. “Israeli and Palestinian water managers continued to cooperate—even as other forms of economic and security cooperation collapsed—after the second intifada began in 2000,” she points out. “The Middle East could be a striking example of moving from environmental peacemaking to environmental peacekeeping.”

    * Roger-Mark De Souza of the Population Reference Bureau encourages integrating population, health, and environment programs: “Short-term solutions for a single sector are unlikely to be effective over the long term,” he says. Without systematically documenting and advertising the benefits of integration, population-health-environment programs may not be supported by policymakers and donors.

    * Richard Matthew and Bryan McDonald of the Center for Unconventional Security identify a new 21st century security agenda: “National and international security agendas are focusing as much attention on ‘network-based threats’—terrorism, computer viruses, and epidemic diseases, for example—as on the perennial problem of war,” according to the coauthors, who use lessons from environmental security research to develop this concept.

    * ECSP Director Geoffrey Dabelko advises researchers and policymakers to act fast to avoid missing opportunities to build peace. “Instead of merely reacting to the symptoms of environment-conflict linkages, policymakers should proactively extinguish hotspots by bolstering confidence and building cooperation,” he asserts. “And the academic world should stop arguing over two sides of the same coin, and instead explore how livelihood security could encourage cooperation and prevent conflict.”

The redesigned 10th anniversary issue of the ECSP Report, the only forum dedicated to showcasing environmental security, also features these sections:

    * Can the United Nations preserve peace by protecting the arth? Three papers commissioned by the United Nations Foundation for the Secretary-General’s High-Level Panel on Threats, Challenges, and Change, argue that problems like food insecurity, water pollution, and climate change could reduce human security and potentially destabilize nations, if the United Nations does not fundamentally change the way it confronts and prevents environmental threats to security.

    * Decades of population growth in Ethiopia have contributed to overfarming and deforestation, which have degraded the environment and undermined development. Sahlu Haile of the Packard Foundation decries the half-hearted attempts to control Ethiopia’s population growth—and the de facto demolition of his country’s natural resources.

    * Book reviews cover a broad spectrum of new publications that address the connections among population, health, environment, and security.

    * A new column—“dotPop”—illustrates the wealth of population data available online.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

ScienceDev.Net

France stirs controversy with plan for biodiversity panel

President Jacques Chirac

Ehsan Masood

25 January 2005

Source: SciDev.Net

France's president Jacques Chirac has endorsed the creation of an international expert panel of biodiversity scientists, which would operate on the same lines as the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC).

Chirac said the IPCC had helped bring about a scientific consensus on human-induced global warming. “We need a similar type of mechanism for biodiversity,” he told an international biodiversity conference at UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Science and Cultural Organisation) in Paris this week (24 January).

But the proposal, which is expected to be officially released later this week, has already stirred up controversy in the world of conservation science. Many researchers claim that the issues underlying climate change and biodiversity have important differences, and that the strategy used to tackle the former are not necessarily appropriate for the latter.

France has already promised to set up a task force to prepare a feasibility study for the new panel by the end of the year. According to Chirac, it will also introduce its plan at the United Nations Cconvention on Biological Diversity at the next available opportunity.

“Species are disappearing up to 1000-times faster [than the background extinction rate],” Chirac said in his address to the UNESCO meeting. “We know enough about the decline in biodiversity to start taking steps to reverse it. But we are still not aware of all its potential consequences and repercussions for the human species.”

The reaction to Chirac’s speech from conference delegates, however, was mostly critical. “I’m sorry, but I think this idea is a mistake,” said Robert Watson, former chair of the IPCC and head of the environment department at the World Bank. Similar scepticism was voiced by a senior UN biodiversity convention official.

Several scientific initiatives in biodiversity are already underway, and another scientific assessment could cause “assessment fatigue”, says Thomas Rosswall, executive director of the International Council for Science (ICSU).

The idea for an IPCC-style panel for biodiversity is not new. So far, however, it has failed to attract significant support from scientists and government officials in both developed and developing countries.

Developed countries on the whole think such a panel will be costly, and do not want to have to pay for it. Many member states of the UN biodiversity convention point out that the convention already has its own in-house scientific advisory body.

Developing countries are also concerned that setting up a scientific panel will detract from what they consider to be more urgent priorities, such as help with training scientists from developing countries in taxonomy and bioinformatics and developing legally-binding global rules on sharing benefits from biodiversity (see Developing nations want treaty on use of biodiversity).

But the proposal does have the support of Klaus Topfer, head of the UN Environment Programm (see UNEP gets mixed reaction to environment panel idea). Britain has also been asked to support the plan when the chair of the group of eight most industrialized countries (G8) passes from France to Britain later this year.

Malaysia’s prime minister Abdullah Badawi told the Paris conference science should be the guide for both actions and response in protecting biodiversity. "However, as we have seen in the climate change negotiations, scientific facts cannot prevail when the political will is absent," he said.  

Harison Edmond Randriarimanana, agriculture minister of Madagascar, said that it was important for foreign scientists to share the results of their research with local people "if they want to get these people to think differently about conservation”.

Scientific initiatives in biodiversity already underway include the Millennium Ecosystems Assessment (due to publish its final report on 30 March), the Red List of Threatened Species, the Global Biodiversity Information Facility and the Biodiversity Hotspots database compiled by Conservation International.

Michel Loreau, a scientific advisor on biodiversity to the French government, said the government was aware of the concerns being expressed about a new initiative, and would try and incorporate many of them in its planning.

But he added that France would not drop the idea, and planned to make a formal announcement to this effect at the end of the week.

Rejecting the charge of ‘assessment fatigue’ Loreau said there remained many basic questions in biodiversity which none of the existing scientific assessments were trying to answer. For instance, there is no accurate count of species numbers – currently estimated at somewhere between 5 and 30 million.

Watson told SciDev.Net that if France was keen to launch an initiative, it might be more sensible to model the panel on the lines of the intergovernmental assessment of genetic modification in agriculture, which he currently chairs.

Although this has been set up by governments, it includes representatives of non-governmental organizations and industry on its main steering group, rather than claiming to be a primarily scientific body. “The IPCC was set up in 1988. The world has moved on since then,” he said.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

People’s Daily - China

 SW province capital accelerates development of circular economy

Guiyang, capital city of southwestern China's Guizhou Province, will step up efforts to develop a circular economy as it seeks technical and financial support from governments, organizations and universities from home and abroad, according to the municipal government.

The provincial government said that Guiyang has reached accords with business partners to build more than 20 projects based on the concept of a circular economy and involving contractual investment of about 20 billion yuan (some 2.4 billion US dollars).

The city has also received support from the National Development and Reform Commission (NDRC), the Ministry of Finance, the Ministry of Science and Technology and the State Administration of Environment Protection, and is in close contact with them for further help.

NDRC, China's top economic planning body, named Guiyang a pilot city of the nation's circular economy program. The city has also applied to NDRC to issue treasury bonds worth of 27.9 billion yuan (some 3.36 billion US dollars) to develop circular economy.

Guiyang carries out joint programs with prestigious Qinghua (Tsinghua) University and the Chinese Research Academy of Environmental Study in environment protection and urban development with the concept of circular economy. It also gets help from an advisory group consisting of renowned experts from home and abroad.

Foreign banks, governments and international organizations have offered Guiyang financial support to help it maintain sustainable development.

German-based KfW Bankengruppe provided the city 2.6 billion yuan (about 313.3 million US dollars) to fund 15 projects covering the chemical industry and infrastructure development. The United Nations Environment Program offered 100,000 US dollars to help develop the circular economy, while the European Union provided 500,000 euros and Germany contributed 200,000 euros in policy research and joint projects.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

The Independent (South Africa)

Learn lessons from tsunamis, conference told

January 24 2005 at 03:57PM

By Richard Ingham

Paris - A United Nations-backed conference on biodiversity was told on Monday that Asia's tsunami disaster was a brutal warning for humanity to tackle the world's worsening environmental crisis.

Hamdallah Zedan, executive secretary of the UN's Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), said the amplified toll from the December 26 calamity - more than 227 000 dead - was due in part to the destruction of natural buffers against killer waves.

"Once the immediate humanitarian needs are accommodated, it is time to rehabilitate impacted ecosystems and to look at lessons learned," said Zedan.

'We have to use this knowledge in the reconstruction'

"Early reports indicate that areas with healthier ecosystems, such as dense, intact mangrove forests and coral reefs, have been less affected than areas that have been disturbed or degraded," he said.

"We have to use this knowledge in the reconstruction," said Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP). "When we strip away these natural forms of protection, we place ourselves in harm's way."

The conference, taking place at the headquarters of the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (Unesco), gathers 1 200 experts from about 30 countries.

Their task is to focus on action on combating the planet's alarming loss of biodiversity, as wild species are battered by habitat loss and climate change.

The graphic opinion of some scientists is that the world is facing its biggest mass extinction in 65 million years, when the dinosaurs were wiped out by climate change inflicted by an asteroid impact.

'The destruction of this heritage is a terrible loss'

French President Jacques Chirac, who proposed the forum at the G8 summit in Evian, France, in June 2003, cited figures from the World Conservation Union (IUCN), which estimates that nearly 16 000 of identified species are close to being wiped out.

"The destruction of this heritage, bequeathed by thousands of years of evolution, is a terrible loss and a grave threat for the future," he said.

Chirac threw his weight behind a proposal for setting up a world panel of biodiversity experts, who would deliver neutral, informed and timely advice on species loss.

France will push the idea at the CBD, the treaty set up under the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio, Chirac pledged.

A similar scientific panel for climate change exists under UN auspices, and its findings have helped shaped the political agenda for reducing greenhouse gases blamed for global warming.

Of the estimated 10-30 million species on Earth, only around 1,7 million have been identified and described. Each year, between 25 000 and 50 000 species die out, the vast majority of which have not even been identified, according to scientists' estimates.

The loss is likely to accelerate this century under the impact of habitat loss and rising global temperatures, stoked by fossil-fuel gases which trap the Sun's heat.

As with so many problems involving the environment, resolving the biodiversity crisis will not be simple, for it raises questions that are tangled, not separate.

Population pressure and poverty are often interlinked with deforestation, overfishing, pollution and other perils to habitat.

The 2003 Nobel Peace Prize laureate, Wangari Maathai, who is also Kenya's deputy minister for the environment, said it was senseless to ignore the connection between the environment and poverty.

Malaysian Prime Minister Abdullah Ahmad Badawi said the tsunami provided an "opportunity to take a hard look at what we are doing to protect the environment".

"The tsunami and its aftermath underscored not only the overwhelming power of nature, but also the fragility of our own existence."

____________________________________________________________________________________________

The Forum

April Matson letter: Wild weather story was bad journalism
Published Tuesday, January 25, 2005

In regards to the article that was published (Jan. 14), titled, "Nothing big behind wild weather":

The weather is not as wild as the story you have concocted and published for the masses to read. First of all, I question your sources. If you were to name an honorable source you should have named a climatologist who belongs to the United Nations Environment Programme. They have released numerous reports, all stating that there is a single reason that the climate is not as it should be in many parts of the world, not just the United States.

Secondly, I am not a left-winger with some agenda on global warming. I am a human being who is greatly concerned for the future of this planet. As I see it, we are on a path to self-destruction. We fill the earth with toxins and expect no consequences to our actions.

The article you published was not based on fact. It was based on the opinions of two people who have not studied the topic extensively, not as extensively as the scientists who work for the United Nations.

Also let me address the statement that John Enz made about more people moving to the edge of nature. I find that statement to be bogus and absurd. For an educated person to state that people have just recently moved to the edge of nature is beyond my comprehension. We have always been in nature, not on the edge of it. We did not just happen upon it like it is some foreign country. Nature and its forces can affect people just as much whether it be a city or the country. It is indiscriminating.

To conclude, you published an article that had no facts to support it. It was based on obscure statements but no facts to support the statements. I find that sort of journalism to not be journalism at all, just a bunch of swill that should have ended up on the cutting floor. In this age more than ever, it is vital to report truths and you are in the position to do that. Instead of keeping the masses ignorant to reality, you should be enlightening them.

Just because you work for the man does not mean you have to play by the "man's" rules.

April Matson

____________________________________________________________________________________________

IPS

Voyage to the Fragile Beauty of Antarctica

By Julio Godoy*

The international renowned photographer Sebastiao Salgado shares with Tierramérica his first days aboard the Tara, which set sail this month on an Antarctic expedition. 

''We want to document the beauty and the fragility of our planet,'' said the Brazilian artist. 

PARIS - ''They are some of the most beautiful images I have seen in my life,'' says Sebastiao Salgado, renowned Brazilian photographer, about the natural landscapes he has captured on film during his first days aboard the French scientific research sailboat ''Tara'' as it travels through Antarctic waters. 

''We have been very fortunate because the weather has been magnificent'' for photographing the wonders of Cape Horn, at the far southern tip of South America, the Drake Passage, connecting the Atlantic and Pacific Islands, and the South Shetland, Arturo Pratt and Hope islands, Salgado told Tierramérica in a telephone interview via satellite from the ''Tara''. 

The two-masted ship set sail Jan. 5 from Chile's Port Williams, some 2,400 km south of Santiago, as part of the project Genesis, which Salgado launched in 2004 with the backing of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) and United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). 

The aim of Genesis is to photograph, over a period of eight years, ''the pure and virginal face and nature and of humanity,'' summarized the photographer. 

The project has four chapters, and the first, ''Creation'', seeks to record the remnants of the natural pristine state of isolated areas, with a focus on ''air, water and fire, which gave life.'' 

This phase is under way, but began last year in Ecuador's Galápagos Islands, the jungles of Virungas in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and Argentina's Peninsula Valdez, 1,000 km south of Buenos Aires, a breeding ground where thousands of whales gather every September. 

The subsequent chapters will be "Noah's Ark", about animal species that have resisted domestication; ''The First Men", about remote tribes who maintain their ancestral ways of life; and finally, ''The First Civilizations", about the oldest remnants of human settlements. 

''The purpose of our project is to education and to protect the environment. We want simultaneously to document the beauty and the fragility of our planet,'' explained Salgado, who plans to wrap up this effort in 2011 with the publication of a book and a traveling exhibit of his photographic work. 

The ''Tara'' has two masts that stand 27 meters tall, and the vessel itself is 26 meters long and 10 meters wide. The sails are more than 400 square meters. The hull is reinforced with aluminum to protect the boat as it sails amongst icebergs. 

Fifteen years ago the vessel carried environmental teams. With the name ''Seamaster'', it served the legendary New Zealand seaman Peter Blake, special U.N. representative, who was murdered by pirates in December 2001 during an expedition in the Amazon. After Blake's death, it was acquired by Frenchman Etienne Bourgois, who re-baptized the boat ''Tara'' and coordinates the current expedition. 

Thus the story comes full circle. Before the boat was sailed by Blake, it was owned by another French ecologist, Jean-Louis Etienne, a veteran of scientific expeditions to Antarctica and the Arctic Ocean. And some of the people who took part of those endeavors are now serving as the Tara's crew. 

Etienne Bourgois told Tierramérica that this voyage with Salgado is also preparation for another expedition to the Arctic, which is slated for two years beginning in late 2006, to study the effects of climate change on the glaciers of the far north. The project has been dubbed ''Arctic Drift'' and also commemorates the International Polar Year 2007. 

But on the current expedition in Antarctica, ''we still must resolve some technical problems. For example, improve efficiency in the use of fuel and heating to withstand temperatures that are dozens of degrees below zero,'' he explained. 

Accompanying Bourgois and Salgado are several scientists, who are taking advantage of this adventurous opportunity to classify the Antarctic's marine plants and animals. One of these experts is marine biologist Laurent Ballesta, who dove into the icy waters of the Drake Passage. 

''At around 30 meters deep, the swale is still,'' wrote Ballesta in the Tara Logbook on Jan. 5. 

''You realize how the wildlife, fauna and flora, adapt itself to survive in these moving waters. The kelp is attached to the rocks by a trunk even bigger than the leaves themselves,'' he added. 

The Tara made a stop in the Diego Ramírez archipelago, home to penguins, pelicans, albatross and the remarkable rockhopper penguin (Eudyptes chrysocome). 

Over the next few weeks the scientific vessel will carry the research team to the Argentine Islands, the former Chilean base Videla, now overtaken by gentoo penguins (Pygoscelis papua) and chinstrap penguins (Pygoscelis antarctica). (See infograph) 

Also inhabiting the area are whales and seals, especially the Weddell seal (Leptonychotes weddellii), which can dive to depths of 600 meters and survive below water for more than an hour. 

The ship will then head to the Weddell Sea of the Antarctic, reaching Deception Island, where the Chilean research station was destroyed by a volcanic eruption in 1967. 

* Julio Godoy is an IPS correspondent

____________________________________________________________________________________________
The Independent - UK

Global warming takes its toll on the world's highest mountain as Everest shrinks by 4ft

By Michael McCarthy, Environment Editor

26 January 2005

It got bigger only recently, but now it may be shrinking. What on earth is happening to Mount Everest?

News reports from China yesterday said there was official concern that the top of the world's tallest mountain is getting lower ­ and melting glaciers caused by global warming may be to blame.

A scientific team is to be sent to the mountain ­ known in Chinese as Mount Qomolangma, or Goddess Mother of the World ­ to remeasure its height, according to the state-run newspaper China Daily .

But Everest was last measured in 1999, and found to be higher than previously thought. A team of scientists supported by National Geographic Magazine and Boston's Museum of Science was able for the first time to operate Global Positioning System (GPS) satellite equipment from the summit, and thus take the most precise and authoritative measurements ever. They came up with a revised elevation of 29,035ft, seven feet higher than the previously accepted figure. That had been set in 1954 by the Survey of India after picking the mean of 12 altitudes determined from 12 different survey stations around the mountain.

Now, however, the Chinese think the summit may have got lower and, according to China Daily , the State Bureau of Surveying and Mapping, working with the Chinese national women's mountaineering expedition, will use radar and GPS equipment to remeasure the peak.

The newspaper said a recent survey found the summit of Everest had dropped by more than four feet, because ofmelting glaciers resulting from global warming.

Nepalese Sherpas who often climb the peak have reported seeing widespread evidence of snowlines receding. And in 2002, a team of climbers sponsored by the United Nations Environment Programme found signs that the landscape of Mount Everest had changed significantly since Sir Edmund Hillary and Tenzing Norgay first conquered the peak in 1953.

The team found that the glacier that once came close to Hillary and Norgay's first camp had retreated three miles, and a series of ponds near Island Peak ­ so-called because it was then an island in a sea of ice ­ had merged into a long lake.

Roger Payne, the sports and development director at the International Mountaineering and Climbing Federation (UIAA), and one of the expedition's leaders, said it was clear that global warming was emerging as one of the biggest threats to mountain areas. "The evidence of climate change was all around us, from huge scars gouged in the landscapes by sudden, glacial floods to the lakes swollen by melting glaciers," he said.

He added that the observations of local people who lived on the lower slopes of the mountain were even more telling. The president of the Nepal Mountain Association told the expedition that he had seen significant changes over the past 20 years in the ice fields, and that these changes appeared to be accelerating.

The expedition found that climatic changes had caused problems for residents of the area. A massive flood caused by water melted from the glaciers had wiped out old wooden bridges, which had to be replaced with higher, stronger metal ones to reduce the possibility of damage from future floods.

Everest sits on the borders of Tibet (occupied by China) and Nepal. Its name in English comes from Sir George Everest, the Surveyor-General of India, who was the first to produce detailed maps of the subcontintent including the Himalayas, and first calculated the great peak's height in 1852.

Since Hillary and Norgay first made it to the top, more than 1,300 people have climbed Everest, from either the Nepalese or the Tibetan side. At least 175 climbers have died in the attempt.
____________________________________________________________________________________________
The New Zealand Herald

Scientists to re-measure Everest amid concerns it may be shrinking 

26.01.05 1.00pm

By MICHAEL McCARTHY

Only recently, it got bigger. Now, it may be shrinking. What on earth is happening to Mount Everest? 

News reports out of China yesterday said that there is official concern that the top of the world's tallest mountain is getting lower - and melting glaciers caused by global warming may be to blame. 

A scientific team is to be sent to the mountain -known in Chinese as Mount Qomolangma, or Goddess Mother of the World - to remeasure its height, according to the state-run newspaper China Daily. 

But Everest was last measured only in 1999, and found to be higher than previously thought. 

A team of scientists supported by National Geographic Magazine and Boston's Museum of Science was able for the first time to operate Global Positioning System (GPS) satellite equipment from the summit, and thus take the most precise and authoritative measurements ever. 

They came up with a revised elevation of 29,035 feet (8,850 metres) -- seven feet or nearly two metres or higher than the previously accepted figure. 

That had been set in 1954 by the Survey of India after picking the mean of 12 altitudes determined from 12 different survey stations around the mountain. 

Now, however, the Chinese think the summit may have got lower, and according to China Daily, the State Bureau of Surveying and Mapping, working with the Chinese national women's mountaineering expedition, will use radar and GPS equipment to re-measure the peak. 

The newspaper said a recent survey found the summit of Everest had dropped by 1.3 metres (slightly more than four feet) owing to melting of glaciers resulting from global warming. It did not give any details on that survey. 

Yet Nepalese Sherpas who often climb the peak have reported seeing widespread evidence of snowlines receding. And in 2002, a team of climbers sponsored by the United Nations Environment Programme found signs that the landscape of Mount Everest had changed significantly since New Zealander Sir Edmund Hillary and the sherpa Tenzing Norgay first conquered the peak in 1953. 

The team found that the glacier that once came close to Hillary and Norgay's first camp had retreated three miles, and a series of ponds that used to be near Island Peak-so-called because it was then an island in a sea of ice-had merged into a long lake. 

Roger Payne, sports and development director at the International Mountaineering and Climbing Federation (UIAA), and one of the expedition's leaders, said at the time that it was clear that global warming was emerging as one, if not the, biggest threat to mountain areas. 

"The evidence of climate change was all around us, from huge scars gouged in the landscapes by sudden, glacial floods to the lakes swollen by melting glaciers," he said. 

But he added that the observations of local people who lived on the lower slopes of the mountain were even more telling. The president of the Nepal Mountain Association, told the expedition that he had seen quite rapid and significant changes over the past 20 years in the ice fields, and that these changes appeared to be accelerating. 

The expedition found that climatic changes had caused problems for residents of the area. 

A massive flood caused by water melted from the glaciers had wiped out old wooden bridges, which had to be replaced with higher, stronger metal ones to reduce the possibility of damage from future floods. 

Everest sits on the borders of Tibet (occupied by China) and Nepal, where it is called Sagarmatha, which means Goddess of the Sky. 

Its name in English comes from Sir George Everest, the Surveyor-General of India who was the first to produce detailed maps of the sub-continent including the Himalayas, and first calculated the great peak's height in 1852. 

His figure - 29,002 feet above sea level - was remarkably accurate and remained the accepted one for more than a century, and was only readjusted in 1954 by 26 feet. 

Since Hilary and Tenzing first made it to the top, more than 1,300 people have climbed Everest, from either the Nepalese or the Tibetan side. 

About 175 climbers have died in the attempt, and about 165 bodies remain on the mountain, because retrieving them is too dangerous. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

News Central Asia

News: Caspian Ecology Meeting in Ashgabat ends on Positive Note 

Ashgabat, 26 January 2005 (nCa) --- Ecology experts from the Caspian countries concluded their first round of dialogue Tuesday in Ashgabat. During two days of intensive interaction, the experts, together with specialists from international organizations, discussed modalities of a protocol to prevent the pollution of Caspian from ground sources.

UNEP and UNDP participated in the meet that was held under the framework convention for protection of marine environment of Caspian. Ministry of nature protection of Turkmenistan and the UN Coordinator’s office in Ashgabat were co-hosts of the event. 

Representatives of all the Caspian states – Russia, Azerbijan, Iran, Turkmenistan and Kazakhstan – expressed full support to the proposals tabled by UNEP. They also agreed to continue the dialogue for finalization of the protocol in subsequent meetings. 

The framework convention for protection of marine environment of Caspian was drafted during the deputy-minister-level meeting in Ashgabat and was approved by the Caspian states in November 2003 in Tehran. 

Ecology is one of the few areas where the position of the Caspian states is very close to each other. 

The convention binds the member states to develop protocols for preservation of biodiversity of the water body and protection of sea from ground and other sources of pollution. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

AFP

Mmes Maathai et Ameline signent une déclaration sur le rôle des femmes 

PARIS, 24 jan (AFP) - Le prix Nobel de la paix 2004 et secrétaire d'Etat kenyane à l'Environnement, Wangari Maathai, et la ministre de la parité Nicole Ameline, ont signé lundi à Paris "une déclaration réaffirmant le rôle des femmes dans le développement social, environnemental et économique". 

"Nous sommes résolument engagées à poursuivre ensemble nos actions respectives pour oeuvrer davantage à l'affirmation du rôle essentiel des femmes dans le monde face aux défis globaux de ce siècle", ont-elles affirmé dans ce texte dont une copie a été transmise à l'AFP. 

"Le développement social, environnemental et économique, doit ainsi s'appuyer sur la valeur universelle de l'égalité. Car, agir pour l'égalité entre les femmes et les hommes, c'est oeuvrer pour un développement plus humain et plus durable, facteur de progrès et de paix, et c'est agir pour la consolidation des droits de l'Homme dans le monde", ajoutent-elles. 

"Nous réaffirmerons ces engagements avec force lors des différents rendez-vous internationaux prévus en 2005, aussi bien le Forum social mondial de Porto Alegre, que la célébration, fin février 2005 aux Nations-Unies, du dixième anniversaire de la Conférence mondiale sur les femmes à Pékin, ou encore le Sommet des objectifs du Millénaire en septembre 2005". 

"Nous sommes résolues à transformer les défis de ce nouveau siècle en progrès durables pour nos sociétés et l'humanité entière, et sommes des partenaires unies dans cette démarche", concluent-elles. 

Wangari Maathai sera reçue mardi par le ministre français des Affaires étrangères, Michel Barnier, à l'occasion de la conférence sur la biodiversité, organisée à Paris. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

PHUKET (Thaïlande), 25 jan (AFP)

L'environnement lui aussi à reconstruire

Le tsunami a détruit ou renversé des récifs de coraux et jeté des voitures dans la mer, et, un mois plus tard, les scientifiques tentent toujours d'évaluer les dégâts subis par l'environnement.

Sauver les coraux du littoral de l'océan Indien, ravagé par les raz-de-marée du 26 décembre, est devenu une priorité pour l'Asie du Sud et du Sud-Est. Pour cela, la Thaïlande a mis les bouchées doubles afin d'achever avant le début de la mousson en avril une opération de nettoyage gigantesque visant à débarasser les récifs d'au moins un millier de tonnes de décombres.

Seuls 10% des quelque 78 kms2 de récifs coralliens longeant la mer des Andamans, dans le sud de la Thaïlande, ont été endommagés, avait récemment indiqué le directeur du département des ressources marines et côtières, Maitree Duangsawasdi. Mais les dégâts pourraient être beaucoup plus importants si on laissait là les tonnes de détritus et décombres emportés par les eaux en furie, a-t-il averti.

Les récifs de Phi Phi, chapelet d'îles situées au sud-est de l'île méridionale de Phuket, sont probablement les plus souillés avec une masse de détritus estimée à un millier de tonnes. Sept mille autres tonnes se trouvent sur la terre ferme, à proximité, a précisé le responsable.

"Nous devons essayer de débarrasser les détritus avant avril car la saison de la mousson va apporter encore plus de déchets et cela pourrait étendre sur le long terme les dégâts causés aux coraux", a-t-il averti.

Le nettoyage est soutenu par le Programme pour le développement des Nations unies (PNUD), qui fournit l'équipement, et des centaines de plongeurs bénévoles. Le PNUD a averti que certains sites avait subi des dommages extrêmement importants et que le sable ramené sur les coraux pourraient tuer les récifs s'il n'était pas enlevé.

En Indonésie, les dommages provoqués à l'environnement ont été estimés à 675 millions de dollars, selon Klaus Toepfer, directeur du Programme pour l'Environnement des Nations unies.

"Les dernières enquêtes montrent que les conséquences sur l'environnement sont encore plus alarmantes que ce que nous craignions auparavant", a-t-il déclaré.

"Il est clair que la reconstruction en cours doit également investir dans le capital environnemental des ressources naturelles - les forêts, les mangroves et les récifs de coraux", a ajouté M. Toepfer.

La force des raz-de-marée a été telle que c'est jusqu'à la géographie des côtes qui a pu être modifiée. Au Sri Lanka et dans le détroit de Malacca, entre Indonésie et Malaisie, des experts étudient ainsi un éventuel changement de la cartographie. Le tremblement de terre, qui a atteint une magnitude de 9 degrés, aurait ainsi pu avoir décalé l'île thaïlandaise de Phuket de 15 centimètres.

Aux Maldives, c'est l'ensemble de l'archipel, qui compte près de 1.200 îles et atolls, qui a été un instant submergée. Le président Maumoon Abdul Gayoom avait déjà, avant les raz-de-marée, alerté sur les risques d'inondation, voire de disparition, de ce chapelet d'îles situées à fleur d'eau, en cas d'élévation du niveau des eaux, du fait du réchauffement climatique.

Le ministre maldivien des Affaires étrangères, Fathulla Jameel, a souligné qu'un système d'alerte aux tsunamis, en discussion actuellement, ne pourrait pas empêcher la répétition de la catastrophe en ce qui concerne son pays.

"Que voulez-vous qu'on fasse en cas d'alerte. Grimper à un cocotier?", ironise-t-il.
____________________________________________________________________________________________
Angola Press

Le tsunami a causé d`importants dégâts écologiques, selon l`ONU

Kobe(Japon), 21/01 - Le violent séisme qui a frappé l`Asie méridionale le 26 décembre dernier, faisant entre 158.000 et 221.000 morts selon les sources, a également entraîné une véritable catastrophe écologique en Indonésie, causant pour 675 millions de dollars (522 millions d`euros) de dégâts.

Palétuviers et récifs de corail ont été dévastés, selon le Programme des Nations unies pour l`environnement (PNUE).

Citant un rapport élaboré par le gouvernement indonésien, l`agence onusienne et les donateurs internationaux, le directeur exécutif du PNUE, Klaus Toepfer, observe que la destruction de l`environnement est "beaucoup plus alarmante qu`on ne le craignait précédemment".

"Il est clair que le processus de reconstruction actuellement en cours doit (...) investir dans le capital environnemental des ressources naturelles, les forêts, palétuviers et récifs de corail étant le rempart de la nature contre de telles catastrophes et leurs conséquences", souligne-t-il dans un communiqué.

Le tsunami a détruit environ 25.000 hectares de palétuviers, d`une valeur de 118,2 millions de dollars (91 millions d`euros), et 30.000 hectares de récifs de corail (332,4 millions de dollars, 257 millions d`euros) sur l`île de Sumatra, note le rapport.

L`infiltration d`eau salée, sédiments et boue, consécutive au raz-de-marée, va nécessiter la réhabilitation des rivières et puits.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Le Soleil

Conférence internationale sur la Biodiversité : Mme Wangari Maathai en vedette
Top of Form

Bottom of Form

Paris : Ouverte par le président de la République française, Jacques Chirac au siège de l'Unesco, en présence d'un parterre de personnalités dont le chef de l'Etat du Madagascar et le Premier ministre de Malaisie, la première conférence internationale sur la biodiversité se poursuit au siège de l'Unesco. Hier, les nombreux délégués ont suivi les communications des représentants d'organismes internationaux et pays invités. Mme Wangari Maathai, vice-ministre Kenyan de l'Environnement, Prix Nobel de la Paix 2004 a été en vedette. 
C'est avec des salves d'applaudissements qu'elle s'est présentée à la tribune de la conférence. D'abord, elle a passé en revue les enseignements tirés de deux écosystèmes montagneux dans son pays, quant à l'érosion de la biodiversité et de ses effets sur les sociétés humaines. Elle a souligné les réussites enregistrées dans le domaine de la réhabilitation à travers le reboisement mené sous une orientation gouvernementale. “ La volonté politique est essentielle pour la prise des mesures nécessaires à la préservation de la biodiversité ”, a conclu le Prix Nobel de la Paix. 
Intervenant devant l'assemblée, Klaus Toepfer, directeur exécutif du Programme des Nations Unies pour l'Environnement (Pnue), a souligné l'impact de l'érosion de la biodiversité sur l'humanité. Il a indiqué que la préservation des écosystèmes sains est cruciale pour la concrétisation des Objectifs du Millénaire pour le Développement (Omd) et pour l'application de stratégies durables dans les domaines de l'utilisation des terres, de l'industrie et du tourisme. Aussi, a-t-il mis en exergue les liens entre les changements climatiques, la désertification et l'érosion de la biodiversité, avant d'appeler à des investissements dans la création des capacités et dans une science cohérente, coordonnée et utile à la politique. 
Le Secrétaire exécutif de la Convention sur la Diversité Biologique (Cdb), Hamdallah Zedan a reconnu qu'en dépit d'une reconnaissance accrue de la valeur de la biodiversité, l'information concernant l'érosion de la biodiversité reste limitée. Il a mis en relief le défi auquel la communauté internationale se trouve confrontée dans ses efforts visant à la réalisation des objectifs 2010 consistant à réduire de manière importante le taux actuel des pertes subies par la biodiversité. Il a appelé à une coopération internationale plus forte et à une communication plus efficace sur l'érosion de la biodiversité et ses effets. 
Pour Mohammed Valli Moosa, président de l'Union Internationale pour la Conservation de la Nature (Uicn), dont notre pays abrite un bureau régional, les liens directs entre l'érosion de la biodiversité et les activités humaines. Il a mis en garde que selon la liste rouge de son organisation, plus de 15 000 espèces sont menacées d'extinction. A son avis, il faut mettre un cadre accordant à la biodiversité une place centrale dans les activités humaines, en se fondant sur quatre éléments clés que sont les 
populations, la science, les lois et règlements à tous les niveaux et les forces du marché. 
Pour sa part, Bernard Collomb, président de Lafarge et du conseil industriel mondial pour le développement durable, il a déclaré que le monde des affaires a reconnu l'importance de la durabilité et de la préservation de la nature et que des projets soucieux de la biodiversité peuvent améliorer l'image publique des entreprises. 
Marc Ravolomanana président du Madagascar 
“ Il est nécessaire de concilier les besoins d'une croissance économique rapide et de la préservation de la richesse biologique ”, a déclaré le président Malgache, seul chef d'Etat africain à prendre part à l'ouverture des travaux de la conférence internationale sur la biodiversité. Pour Marc Ravolomanana, le développement durable, la protection de la nature et la bonne gouvernance sont interconnectés. Il a insisté sur le fossé existant entre pays du nord et du sud, dans le domaine de l'expertise scientifique. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________

TSR – Television Suisse Romande

Biodiversité: scepticisme autour des annonces de Jacques Chirac 


25 janvier 2005 14:57

Jacques Chirac à la tribune de la conférence sur la biodiversité à Paris le 24 janvier 2005. [© AFP/Pool]

Les annonces du président français Jacques Chirac à l'ouverture de la Conférence internationale sur la biodiversité lundi ont soulevé un certain scepticisme, tant auprès de scientifiques participant aux débats qu'auprès des écologistes, écartés de la conférence officielle.

La proposition du président Chirac de créer un groupe d'experts mondial sur la biodiversité pour aiguillonner les gouvernements, comme il en existe un pour le climat, ne fait pas l'unanimité.

Le scientifique américain Cristian Samper, directeur du Muséum national d'Histoire naturelle de l'institut Smithsonian, a marqué pendant la séance plénière sa réticence face à un "groupe d'experts de plus".

"1.300 experts du monde entier travaillent déjà dans le cadre du +Millenium ecosystem assessment+ du Programme des nations unies pour l'environnement (PNUE)", a-t-il rappelé.

Le botaniste Francis Hallé, qui explore depuis 20 ans la forêt tropicale avec le "radeau des cimes", craint que le projet porté par la France n'aboutisse à "creuser encore davantage le fossé avec les anglo-saxons."

La France défend déjà depuis des années un projet d'organisation mondiale de l'environnement qui bute sur l'opposition des Etats-Unis.

"La France, c'est souvent paroles et blabla", remarque en souriant Patrick Blandin, professeur au Muséum d'histoire naturelle. La création "au plus tard pour 2006" du parc national de la Guyane affichée par M. Chirac succède à une longue série d'annonces. Le projet a été lancé pour la première fois par François Mitterrand au sommet de la Terre de Rio ...en 1992.

La barrière de corail au large de la Nouvelle-calédonie. [© AFP]

M. Chirac a précisé lundi que l'exploitation légale de l'or serait autorisée à l'intérieur du futur parc. "Scandaleux", s'exclame Francis Hallé: "quelle différence cela fait, légal ou illégal, les déprédations à la forêt sont les mêmes".

Les forêts primaires comme la forêt guyanaise, qui n'ont jamais été modifiées par l'homme, "sont devenues extrêmement rares", selon M.Hallé qui les estime à "10% du total".

"C'est l'endroit du monde où sont nés tous les grands groupes de plantes et la plupart des animaux. Elles abritent 75% de la biodiversité mondiale", a-t-il souligné. Pessimiste, M. Hallé les croit "fichues à court terme", du fait de l'exploitation menée par les grandes compagnies forestières, notamment françaises, très actives dans le bassin du Congo.

La France, premier importateur européen de bois tropical africain, a un véritable rôle à jouer pour stopper l'exploitation intensive, a remarqué Ludovic Frère, de Greenpeace France. Les écologistes, qui n'ont pas obtenu de salle sur le lieu de la Conférence, tenaient une conférence de presse lundi soir.

Ludovic Frère est sceptique sur l'engagement réitéré lundi par Jacques Chirac de ne plus utiliser que du bois écocertifié pour les achats publics en 2010. "J'attends la mise en oeuvre", a-t-il lancé.

M. Chirac présentera la contribution française au projet de préservation des forêts du bassin du Congo dans quelques jours à Brazzaville.

"La France préserve avant tout ses intérêts en Afrique", a déploré Illanga Itoua, de Greenpeace, pointant l'aide française aux "schémas d'aménagement durable" des compagnies forestières. "On finance ceux-là même qui détruisent la forêt", dénonce Sylvain Augerand des Amis de la Terre.

"Qu'est-ce qui se prépare dans le bassin du Congo? Un système de certification fabriqué de toutes pièces avec l'appui de la coopération française, pour contourner le label FSC reconnu mondialement", a-t-il ajouté.

Le FSC (Forest Stewardship Council), seul label reconnu par les écologistes, est quasiment absent en Asie et en Afrique.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

AFP

Un mois après le tsunami: l'environnement aussi est à reconstruire

La plage de Phuket parsemée de ruines le 21 janvier 2005 

PHUKET (Thaïlande) (AFP) - 25/01/2005 10h13 - Le tsunami a détruit ou renversé des récifs de coraux et jeté des voitures dans la mer, et, un mois plus tard, les scientifiques tentent toujours d'évaluer les dégâts subis par l'environnement en Asie du Sud.

[Voir le dossier]

Sauver les coraux du littoral de l'océan Indien, ravagé par les raz-de-marée du 26 décembre, est devenu une priorité pour l'Asie du Sud et du Sud-Est. Pour cela, la Thaïlande a mis les bouchées doubles afin d'achever avant le début de la mousson en avril une opération de nettoyage gigantesque visant à débarasser les récifs d'au moins un millier de tonnes de décombres.

Seuls 10% des quelque 78 kms2 de récifs coralliens longeant la mer des Andamans, dans le sud de la Thaïlande, ont été endommagés, avait récemment indiqué le directeur du département des ressources marines et côtières, Maitree Duangsawasdi. Mais les dégâts pourraient être beaucoup plus importants si on laissait là les tonnes de détritus et décombres emportés par les eaux en furie, a-t-il averti.

Les récifs de Phi Phi, chapelet d'îles situées au sud-est de l'île méridionale de Phuket, sont probablement les plus souillés avec une masse de détritus estimée à un millier de tonnes. Sept mille autres tonnes se trouvent sur la terre ferme, à proximité, a précisé le responsable.

"Nous devons essayer de débarrasser les détritus avant avril car la saison de la mousson va apporter encore plus de déchets et cela pourrait étendre sur le long terme les dégâts causés aux coraux", a-t-il averti.

Le nettoyage est soutenu par le Programme pour le développement des Nations unies (PNUD), qui fournit l'équipement, et des centaines de plongeurs bénévoles. Le PNUD a averti que certains sites avait subi des dommages extrêmement importants et que le sable ramené sur les coraux pourraient tuer les récifs s'il n'était pas enlevé.

En Indonésie, les dommages provoqués à l'environnement ont été estimés à 675 millions de dollars, selon Klaus Toepfer, directeur du Programme pour l'Environnement des Nations unies. 

"Les dernières enquêtes montrent que les conséquences sur l'environnement sont encore plus alarmantes que ce que nous craignions auparavant", a-t-il déclaré.

"Il est clair que la reconstruction en cours doit également investir dans le capital environnemental des ressources naturelles - les forêts, les mangroves et les récifs de coraux", a ajouté M. Toepfer.

La force des raz-de-marée a été telle que c'est jusqu'à la géographie des côtes qui a pu être modifiée. Au Sri Lanka et dans le détroit de Malacca, entre Indonésie et Malaisie, des experts étudient ainsi un éventuel changement de la cartographie. Le tremblement de terre, qui a atteint une magnitude de 9 degrés, aurait ainsi pu avoir décalé l'île thaïlandaise de Phuket de 15 centimètres.

Aux Maldives, c'est l'ensemble de l'archipel, qui compte près de 1.200 îles et atolls, qui a été un instant submergée. Le président Maumoon Abdul Gayoom avait déjà, avant les raz-de-marée, alerté sur les risques d'inondation, voire de disparition, de ce chapelet d'îles situées à fleur d'eau, en cas d'élévation du niveau des eaux, du fait du réchauffement climatique.

Le ministre maldivien des Affaires étrangères, Fathulla Jameel, a souligné qu'un système d'alerte aux tsunamis, en discussion actuellement, ne pourrait pas empêcher la répétition de la catastrophe en ce qui concerne son pays. 

"Que voulez-vous qu'on fasse en cas d'alerte. Grimper à un cocotier?", ironise-t-il.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

El papel crítico del Medio Ambiente en la lucha contra la pobreza, la enfermedad y la hambruna fue subrayado en el Informe del Proyecto del Milenio de la ONU<?XML:NAMESPACE PREFIX = O NS = "urn:schemas-microsoft-com:office:office" />

Nairobi, 18 de enero, 2005 - Klaus Toepfer, Director Ejecutivo del Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), aclamó el día de hoy el informe del Proyecto del Milenio como un acontecimiento importante, al mostrar el enlace vital entre el medio ambiente y la lucha contra la pobreza.

El Proyecto, comisionado por el Secretario General de la ONU, Kofi Annan, ha desarrollado un plan global sobre la forma en que el mundo puede cumplir con los Objetivos de Desarrollo del Milenio para el año 2015.

Las finalidades de los objetivos varían desde el hambre extrema y la obtención de educación primaria universal, hasta la reducción de mortandad materna en tres cuartas partes y dar marcha atrás en la propagación del VIH/SIDA, la malaria y otras grandes enfermedades.

Los descubrimientos del informe ambiental del Proyecto, uno de los diez que se entregaron, fueron subrayados el día de hoy por Shafqat Kakakhel, Director Ejecutivo Adjunto de PNUMA, durante una conferencia de prensa en Nairobi, Kenia.

"Es apropiado discutir dichos descubrimientos aquí en Kenia. Kenia no sólo tiene la sede mundial de PNUMA, también es un grupo de países piloto, en donde la acción para entregar los Objetivos del Milenio se está poniendo a prueba. El nuevo informe concluye que la sustentabilidad ambiental es una fundación crítica para poner fin a la pobreza.", dijo Kakakhel.

De hecho, el Grupo de Trabajo encargado de dirigir el Objetivo 7 de Desarrollo del Milenio, relacionado específicamente con el medio ambiente, argumenta que sin un medio ambiente sano y seguro, muchos de los otros Objetivos serán difíciles de lograr.

"Una cantidad considerable de información científica hace referencia a la degradación ambiental-la erosión de la diversidad genética, la pérdida de especies, la degradación de los ecosistemas, y el decaimiento de los servicios de ecosistemas-como una causa directa de varios de los diversos temas urgentes que enfrentamos hoy en día, incluyendo la pobreza, el deterioro de la salud humana, el hambre, el agua no potable, las enfermedades emergentes, la migración rural-urbana y la rivalidad civil.", dice el informe Medio Ambiente y Bienestar Humano: Una Estrategia Práctica.

El Sr. Toepfer, quien actualmente se encuentra en Kobe, Japón, participando en la Conferencia Mundial sobre Reducción de Desastres dijo: "Por mucho tiempo, el medio ambiente ha sido el "pariente pobre" del crecimiento económico. La conservación del medio ambiente, ya sean ríos y lagos, bosques, la atmósfera o los océanos, ha sido un lujo que sólo es atendido una vez que los otros temas han sido resueltos. Sin embargo, este informe tan bienvenido aclara que el desarrollo verdadero, duradero y seguro sólo puede lograrse si el medio ambiente es puesto en el centro de la toma de decisiones.".

Toepfer dijo que los sistemas de soporte de la vida de la Tierra, valuados en billones de dólares al año, estaban siendo desgastados, degradados y dañados, frecuentemente sin consideración al valor y servicios que ofrecen para las generaciones presentes y futuras.

"Por un lado, un área de humedales puede ser un espacio acuífero maravilloso para hipopótamos y elefantes y un área de descanso y alimentación para las aves; pero por otro lado, puede ser un purificador natural y barato de desechos contaminantes humanos y agrícolas.", explicó Toepfer.

"Lo mismo sucede para los bosques. Estos no sólo son lugares hermosos para caminar y reflexionar. Abastecen de madera para albergue y combustible, medicamentos naturales y alimento para los locatarios, absorben el carbono del aire y albergan una riqueza de materiales genéticos que pueden ser cruciales para la ciencia del hoy y el mañana. Los mismos argumentos pueden hacerse para los arrecifes de coral y los manglares, las praderas de flores y las montañas, las turbas y las tundras.", dijo Toepfer.

"Nuestro lema por tres años ha sido medio ambiente para el desarrollo. El informe señala que a pesar de que estos servicios naturales son gratis, cuestan billones de dólares al año. Por lo tanto, las inversiones en las medidas de conservación y anticontaminación no son lujos frívolos, son críticos para la supervivencia de nuestras especies, el planeta del que dependemos y la salud y prosperidad de sus seis mil millones de habitantes.", señaló Toepfer.

Dijo que los descubrimientos del informe enriquecerían las discusiones y decisiones tomadas por los ministros de medio ambiente en el próximo Consejo de Administración de PNUMA, que se llevará a cabo en Nairobi, entre el 21 y 25 de febrero.

Éstas a su vez, serían parte de las sub misiones de PNUMA, para la cumbre de alto nivel de la Asamblea General de la ONU sobre los Objetivos, que se llevará a cabo en Nueva York en septiembre de este año.

El informe ambiental del Proyecto del Milenio hace una serie de recomendaciones sobre la forma en que se puede dar marcha atrás a la pérdida de bosques y especies de plantas y animales y restaurar la salud de la tierra, el aire y el agua, para poder así cumplir con los Objetivos y el Plan de Implementación de la Cumbre Mundial sobre Desarrollo Sostenible (WSSD, por sus siglas en inglés), redactado hace tres años en Johannesburgo, Sudáfrica.

Estos incluyen: capacitación y fortalecimiento del personal, departamentos y agencias del gobierno a cargo de asuntos ambientales
____________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Climate crisis near 'in 10 years'

By Alex Kirby

BBC News website environment correspondent

People are worried by climate change, Stephen Byers says

The world may have little more than a decade to avert catastrophic climate change, politicians and scientists say.

A report by the International Climate Change Taskforce says it is vital that global temperatures do not rise by more than 2C above pre-industrial levels.

Atmospheric carbon dioxide levels that would trigger this rise could possibly be reached in about 10 years or so.

A leading climate scientist has told the BBC he thinks temperatures may be higher than 2C some time this century.

Rapid risk increase

The taskforce was set up by the Institute for Public Policy Research, the Centre for American Progress and the Australia Institute.

We might end up in the middle of that temperature range, and if we do that wouldn't make very good news

Dr Rajendra Pachauri, IPCC

One of its co-chairs is the UK politican Stephen Byers MP, a former transport secretary.

In its report, Meeting the Climate Challenge, the taskforce urges governments to agree to a long-term objective of preventing global average temperatures exceeding the levels before the Industrial Revolution by more than 2C.

It says: "Beyond the 2C level, the risks to human societies and ecosystems grow significantly."

It says they would involve substantial agricultural losses, widespread adverse health effects and greatly increased risks of water shortage.

Many coral reefs and even the Amazon rainforest could suffer irreversible damage, the report says.

Point of no return

It says: "Above the 2C level, the risks of abrupt, accelerated or runaway climate change also increase.

Coral reefs could be badly hit

"The possibilities include reaching climatic tipping points leading, for example, to the loss of the West Antarctic and Greenland ice sheets (which, between them, could raise sea levels more than 10 metres over the space of a few centuries."

It says the circulation of water in the North Atlantic could also shut down, altering the Gulf Stream which warms north-west Europe.

The report says limiting temperature rise to 2C is likely to mean making sure atmospheric CO2 concentrations do not rise above about 400 parts per million (ppm).

They have already reached about 380 ppm, and have been rising recently at more than 2 ppm annually, meaning the taskforce's threshold could be crossed by about 2015.

Stephen Byers said: "Our planet is at risk. With climate change, there is an ecological time-bomb ticking away, and people are becoming increasingly concerned by the changes and extreme weather events they are already seeing."

Large rise possible

The taskforce's scientific adviser is Dr Rajendra Pachauri, the chairman of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.

The Thames has flood protection - but for how much longer?

The IPCC predicts that on present trends global sea levels will probably have risen by 9 to 88cm by 2100 and average temperatures will be between 1.5 and 5.5C higher than now. The last Ice Age was only 4-5C colder than today.

Dr Pachauri told the BBC News website: "I think in the last few years the increase in emissions does cause concern.

"It gives you the feeling we might end up in the middle of that temperature range, and if we do that wouldn't make very good news."

The taskforce's other recommendations include:

    * the G8 and other major economies, including from the developing world, form a G8+ Climate Group

    * G8 governments generate at least 25% of electricity from renewable energy sources by 2025

    * governments remove barriers to and increase investment in renewable energy and energy-efficient technologies and practices by taking steps including the phase-out of fossil fuel subsidies.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC
Warning over tsunami aid 'holdup' 

	
One month on, the region's inhabitants are still clearing debris


Only half the money requested by the UN in immediate aid for Indian Ocean tsunami victims has been received, according to the UK charity Oxfam. 
A report by the charity published one month after the tragedy said more effort was needed to maintain the quality and quantity of aid. 
Meanwhile the Red Cross said it was winding down its appeal after raising sufficient funds for aid efforts. 
More than 70 Red Cross societies around the world are involved in the campaign. 
Details of how much money they raised are expected to be announced on Wednesday. 
Millions were affected by the disaster, in which more than 280,000 people died. 
In other developments: 
· Indonesia says it is sending a top-level delegation to Finland for talks with the exiled leadership of Aceh's separatist rebels 

· Schools are reopening in Aceh on Wednesday 

· The US navy is surveying waters off Indonesia to determine how the tsunami altered the sea bed 

· Firefighters are battling a blaze fanning across 3km of Banda Aceh

'Healthy scepticism' 
In its report "Learning the lessons of the tsunami: one month on", Oxfam said that about half the $1bn (£536m) requested from governments around the world to cover the first six months of needs such as food, shelter and medical care had been received by the UN. 
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	TSUNAMI DEATH TOLL 

Indonesia: at least 95,000 dead; 133,000 missing, presumed dead 

Sri Lanka: 31,000 dead; 5,637 missing 

India (inc. Andaman and Nicobar islands): 10,744 dead; 5,640 missing 

Thailand: 5,384 dead; 3,130 missing 

Somalia: approx. 150 dead 

Maldives: 82 dead; 26 missing 

Malaysia: 68 dead 

Burma: 59 dead (government figure) 

Tanzania: 10 dead 

Bangladesh: 2 dead 

Kenya: 1 dead 

Seychelles: 1 dead 
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Impact one month on 
Sri Lanka orphans' cruel blow 
At-a-glance: Countries hit 


Another $4bn has been pledged by donor governments for long-term reconstruction. 
Oxfam's report expressed the hope that both figures would be attained but past experience gave rise to healthy scepticism. 
It cited the 2003 earthquake in the Iranian town of Bam, for which $32m in aid was promised but only $17m arrived. 
Oxfam also pointed to difficulties co-ordinating the aid, saying that some inexperienced aid agencies were working in the disaster zone without the necessary skills and competence. 
In particular, it criticised the way that some houses had been rebuilt in Sri Lanka, saying they were too close together. 
Quality issue 
Governments in the region should accredit international agencies and ensure their work was suited to their experience, the report said. 
"The amount of money raised means that governments and aid agencies must address issues of the quality, not just quantity of aid," said Oxfam Britain Director Barbara Stocking, quoted by AFP news agency, ahead of the report's publication. 
Ms Stocking also said the international community should address long-term factors such as Third World debt and trade. 
"The issues of conflict, debt and trade have not yet been adequately addressed by the international community," she said. "Unless they are, the victims of the tsunami will never escape poverty." 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC
Tsunami impact felt one month on 
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Aid agencies say local people have worked tirelessly since disaster struck


Exactly a month after the tsunami struck shores around the rim of the Indian Ocean, huge challenges remain for survivors, governments and aid agencies in the region. 
The known death toll in the dozen countries affected, which stretch from Malaysia to Tanzania, is now 142,000, with an additional 147,000 people missing, many presumed dead. 
But the disaster spread even beyond these borders, with nationals from more than 50 other nations lost. 
Millions of people have been displaced; hundreds of thousands more have lost their livelihoods. 
Map of affected countries and their death tolls 
The death toll continues to rise in Indonesia where more than 220,000 are now confirmed dead or missing, and 1,000 bodies a day are still being collected on the ground in the province of Aceh, according to the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC). 
It is the only country where the UN says the aid response is still in the initial emergency and recovery phase. 
Secondary phase 
The shift toward a secondary phase of reconstruction is beginning elsewhere. 
Sri Lanka and India have recorded 550,000 and 140,000 homeless people respectively. 
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People who were already poor have lost the means to make a living


In the former, some 400,000 people are housed in temples and schools - meaning homes must be found before the semblance of a normal life can return for the majority. 
Here and in Aceh province, tensions from decades-long conflicts must be held in check so the clean-up can progress. 
In parts of southern India, the aid agency Oxfam says there is a "significant problem" in co-ordinating aid operations between a jumble of different agencies. 
Thailand has struggled to identify its dead citizens and foreign tourists: only 700 Thai and 200 foreign victims are reported to have been identified by name out of more than 5,300 confirmed dead. A further 3,130 people remain missing. 
No 'second wave' 
But the UN says a swift international response has helped avert a "second wave of death". 
Feared outbreaks of waterborne diseases among survivors in makeshift camps have not come to pass, the ICRC told the BBC News website. 
The World Food Programme says it is now feeding 1.1 million people and the UN's children's agency, Unicef, has conducted wide-reaching vaccination campaigns. 
The UN now says $5.3bn has been pledged by foreign governments in aid - though this can be disbursed as governments choose, and the UN has criticised nations in the past for failing to honour pledges. 
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Operators say they hope the effects on tourism will be short-lived


Of a "flash appeal" for $977m requested by the UN for immediate emergency operations, $775m has been pledged and $245m is "in the bank", Brian Grogan at the UN's Office for Co-ordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) told the BBC News website. 
Contributions have also poured in from the public in nations around the world and the Paris Club of rich creditor nations has offered to freeze debt repayments by countries hit. 
The tsunami's long-term impact on tourism, estimated to earn the region some $30bn a year, has yet to become clear but in its immediate aftermath hotel occupancy in the Maldives, for example, fell from 100% to between 20% and 40%. 
In a region already suffering high rates of poverty, the tsunami's impact could serve to push another two million people into poverty, the Asian Development Bank cautions. 
UN Secretary General Kofi Annan says reconstruction will take decades. 
Half a million Acehnese alone are at risk of developing long-term mental disorders including depression, the WHO cautions. For those who lost everything, the scars may never disappear. 
	CONFIRMED DEATH TOLLS 
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1. Indonesia: 95,000
2. Sri Lanka: 31,000
3. India (inc. Andaman and Nicobar islands): 10,744 
4. Thailand: 5,384 
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5. Somalia: approx. 150 
6. Burma: 59 (government figure) 
7. Maldives: 82
8. Malaysia: 68 dead 
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9. Tanzania: 10
10. Seychelles: 1
11. Bangladesh: 2
12. Kenya: 1 



____________________________________________________________________________________________
Reuters

 San Francisco Ponders Ecology Tax For Grocery Bags

USA: January 25, 2005

SAN FRANCISCO - San Francisco, which has long prided itself on environmentally friendly policies, is debating whether it should become the first US city to tax grocery bags to encourage recycling.

On Tuesday, the city's Department of the Environment will vote on whether to recommend a 17 cent fee on each bag, be it paper or plastic, in an effort to curb the use of an estimated 50 million bags a year in the Californian city.

An economic impact study and city legislative review still lie ahead, which means it would likely be 2006 before such a measure would take effect if it passes, said Ross Mirkarimi, a city legislator who backs the idea.

Environmentalists say that plastic bags create significant litter problems, are rarely recycled and are a threat to marine life. They add that 14 million trees a year are needed to make 10 billion paper grocery bags nationwide.

The city uses 90 percent plastic, 10 percent paper, so the problem is largely plastic.

The Environment Department says the 17 cents figure represents costs to the city to clean up and dispose of each plastic bag.

"We would be setting a trend, certainly, of a city of our size to be issuing this kind of supplantation of plastic bags for an alternative, something more environmentally friendly," Mirkarimi said in an interview.

Mirkarimi and others backing the idea hope consumers will change to reusable cloth bags or recycle plastic an paper bags.

Plastics industry groups oppose the measure and dispute some of the statistics used by San Francisco officials.

Donna Dempsey, an official at the Society of the Plastics Industry, said, for example, that a San Francisco Environment Department claim that the United States uses 12 million barrels of oil annually to make 30 billion plastic bags is just wrong.

Instead, she gave a figure of one million barrels of naphtha, an petroleum derivative.

California state legislators may also consider the issue later in the year. Assemblyman Paul Koretz said he was considering new legislation aimed at reducing the amount of overall packaging American consumers use, although a similar bill of his did not even get out of committee two years ago.

"Bag fees are working in Ireland, Australia, Taiwan Bangladesh and other places," he said in an interview. "Far too many producers and retailers only consider price and consumer convenience in their packaging decisions and leave the public to foot the bill."

Some countries already charge for grocery bags, including Ireland, which imposed a 15 cent fee per bag in 2002. Shoppers in other countries such as Russia have long relied on bringing their own fishnet bags and even shopping strollers to haul home groceries and other goods.

Story by Adam Tanner
____________________________________________________________________________________________
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UN or UNEP in the news

SW province capital accelerates development of circular economy
People's Daily Online, China. 26 January 2005 - Guiyang, capital city of southwestern China's Guizhou Province, will step up efforts to develop a circular economy as it seeks technical and financial support from governments, organizations and universities from home and abroad, according to the municipal government. 
…German-based KfW Bankengruppe provided the city 2.6 billion yuan (about 313.3 million US dollars) to fund 15 projects covering the chemical industry and infrastructure development. The United Nations Environment Program offered 100,000 US dollars to help develop the circular economy, while the European Union provided 500,000 euros and Germany contributed 200,000 euros in policy research and joint projects. 
http://english.people.com.cn/200501/26/eng20050126_171977.html 

Scientists to re-measure Everest amid concerns it may be shrinking
New Zealand Herald, New Zealand  - 26.01.05 1.00 - By MICHAEL McCARTHY - Only recently, it got bigger. Now, it may be shrinking. What on earth is happening to Mount Everest?
News reports out of China yesterday said that there is official concern that the top of the world's tallest mountain is getting lower - and melting glaciers caused by global warming may be to blame.
…The newspaper said a recent survey found the summit of Everest had dropped by 1.3 metres (slightly more than four feet) owing to melting of glaciers resulting from global warming. It did not give any details on that survey. 
Yet Nepalese Sherpas who often climb the peak have reported seeing widespread evidence of snowlines receding. And in 2002, a team of climbers sponsored by the United Nations Environment Programme found signs that the landscape of Mount Everest had changed significantly since New Zealander Sir Edmund Hillary and the sherpa Tenzing Norgay first conquered the peak in 1953.
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/index.cfm?c_id=2&ObjectID=10008122 

Caspian Ecology Meeting in Ashgabat ends on Positive Note
News Central Asia, Ashgabat, 26 January 2005 (nCa) --- Ecology experts from the Caspian countries concluded their first round of dialogue Tuesday in Ashgabat. During two days of intensive interaction, the experts, together with specialists from international organizations, discussed modalities of a protocol to prevent the pollution of Caspian from ground sources.
UNEP and UNDP participated in the meet that was held under the framework convention for protection of marine environment of Caspian. Ministry of nature protection of Turkmenistan and the UN Coordinator’s office in Ashgabat were co-hosts of the event. 
Representatives of all the Caspian states – Russia, Azerbijan, Iran, Turkmenistan and Kazakhstan – expressed full support to the proposals tabled by UNEP. They also agreed to continue the dialogue for finalization of the protocol in subsequent meetings.
http://www.newscentralasia.com/modules.php?name=News&file=article&sid=1152 
General Environment News

Experts want air pollution on political agenda 
Bangkok Post, 26 January 2005 (RANJANA WANGVIPULA) - Researchers and environmental officials are hoping that revealing the non-environmental effects of air pollution will help put the issue on the political agenda.

…``Once it is on the political agenda, politicians will respond,'' said health expert Suwit Wibulphonprasert, who works at the Public Health Ministry.
…At the forum yesterday, American epidemiologist Jonathan M Samet, of Johns Hopkins University, said the US Clean Air Act became enforceable due to pressures from scientific and economic data as well as for political reasons.
Experts concluded a political agenda on health problems was needed to turn air pollution research into state policies.
Paediatric expert Pakit Vichyanond, of Siriraj hospital, said the country spends six billion baht a year on asthma treatment while doctors have found that half of the children in Bangkok show symptoms of some form of respiratory illness.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/26Jan2005_news06.php 

Irrigation to start study of controversial plan 
Bangkok Post, 26 January 2005 (RANJANA WANGVIPULA)  - The Irrigation Department will begin a study next month on its controversial water diversion plan that will involve the construction of a tunnel beneath the Huay Kha Kaeng wildlife sanctuary.
…``The project needs to go through an Environmental Impact Assessment, which provides mitigations for possible environmental impacts,'' said Nisakorn Kositratna, secretary-general of the Office of National Resource and Environmental Policy and Planning. She said the feasibility study should also include a study on the project's environmental impacts.
Mr Chirdchaow said the tunnel construction, which could take upto 10 years to complete, would certainly not run below the Huay Kha Khaeng heartland if approved.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/26Jan2005_news24.php 

Beijing forum discusses early warning system
Bangkok Post (Reuters), 26 January 2005 – Beijing: Scientists and officials from across Asia yesterday pledged to cooperate to better protect the region from natural disasters after last month’s devastating tsunami.
…An Indian Ocean early warning system was promised at a five-day UN –sponsored conference inKobe, Japan last week.
…China has pledged $83 million for the tsunami clean-up, and offered to host the conference, seeking to play a bigger diplomatic role in the region to match its growing economic might.

India has more disasters waiting, warn experts
Sify, India, Tuesday, 25 January , 2005,  New Delhi: The killer tsunamis exposed India's fatal lack of warning systems but as government officials bicker, more disasters are waiting to happen and on an even greater scale, experts warn. 
Jan Egeland, head of UN emergency relief, told a United Nations disaster prevention conference in Japan this week that megacities with 10 million people or more are particularly vulnerable to earthquakes, tropical storms and floods. 
… "The average natural disaster kills more people in India than the developed world because environmentally sound building codes are routinely violated in India. Most builders baulk at putting up earthquake-friendly buildings as they increase construction costs by 10 percent," said Chadha. 

"We will end up paying a heavy price in the event of a disaster unless government town planners enforce building safety laws," he added. 
http://sify.com/news/fullstory.php?id=13655770 

Urgent action needed, US told – Expert panel on climate-change warns ecological time bomb is ticking away
The Nation (Thailand), 26 January 2005 - An international panel of experts urged Washington on Monday to join other nations in a drive to avert the "ecological time bomb" of global warming.
Our planet is at risk. With climate change there is an ecological time bomb ticking away," said Stephen Byers, a British member of parliament for the ruling Labour party and co-chair of the report with US Republican Senator Olympia Snowe. 
"Urgent action is required," he said.
… The report also said a target of limiting the rise in temperatures to 2C corresponded to carbon dioxide concentrations of about 400 parts per million (ppm), compared with 379 ppm in early 2004 and 280 ppm in 1750 before the Industrial Revolution. 
"Concentrations of carbon dioxide alone are likely to rise above 400 ppm in coming decades," it said.
____________________________________________________________________________________________
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General Environment News
Ban Imposed On Water Intakes
The Nation (Nairobi): The Government yesterday outlawed construction of water intakes from any point along Kajiado, Nakuru and Narok rivers. The order is meant to quell clashes in the Mai Mahiu area of Naivasha - which by yesterday had claimed 14 lives. Rift Valley provincial commissioner Wilfred Ndolo said anybody tapping water from the rivers would be dealt with. The PC spoke as members of one of the two warring communities vowed to resist any government attempt to move them back to their homes until genuine security is assured. Peace talks have been initiated, with each community being asked to pick several elders to a meeting. Tapping of water from one of the rivers by a Limuru councillor has triggered protests from Maasai herdsmen, who say they had been deprived of water downstream. The councillor has been accused of pumping water from the Uaso Kedong River, leaving little to flow downstream to watering points for livestock. But the PC said the councillor got a permit to draw water in 1972. He said Ministry of Water and Irrigation officials were already in the area to study the water flow from the rivers and the water catchment. The councilor’s intake point was destroyed by angry Maasai morans who invaded his home at the weekend.  The water point is congested, with nearly 10,000 cattle, sheep and goats being driven daily to water. It is the nearest water hole for herders tends of kilometers around. http://allafrica.com/stories/200501250872.html
Central Mozambique issues flood alert
Maputo, Mozambique (PANA) - Water management boards in central Mozambique have launched an alert to all residents in the main river valleys to leave low-lying areas and seek higher ground, to avoid possible flooding, reports Tuesday's issue of the Maputo daily "Noticias". Currently, the main danger is on the lower Zambezi, where the river has burst its banks in Caia and Marromeu districts in Sofala province, submerging homes near the river bank, and swamping some crops. The Marromeu district administrator fears that the villages of Chiweza, Nhaminazi, Gorra, and N'ze, may be flooded, while the Caia administrator, Manuel M'base, said that the floods have hit the administrative posts of Murraca, and Sena. The Marromeu Emergency District Commission held a meeting on Tuesday to discuss the situation and decide what measures to take.  Efforts are being made to hold water from the upper Zambezi in the Cahora Bassa Lake.  The result is that the lake level has risen and on Sunday stood at 321.64 meters at the dam wall. But this is well short of the 326 meters considered the maximum storage capacity of the lake. As for the other major rivers in central Mozambique, such as the Pungue and the Buzi, although they are rising, they are currently well short of flood alert level.  In the south, the Limpopo is so low that it is in danger of disappearing. On Sunday and Monday it was measured at just nine centimeters at Chokwe, in the heart of the country's largest irrigation scheme. There must now be serious concern that with the Limpopo this low, there will not be enough water for the irrigation canals.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng070583&dte=25/01/2005
Drought Still Prevalent: Minister

BuaNews (Pretoria): Water Affairs and Forestry Minister Buyelwa Sonjica has called on people to use water wisely, saying most parts of the country are experiencing severe drought. Addressing reporters in Pretoria today, Ms Sonjica said although recent days had seen good rains, rainfall figures up to the end of December showed that the rainfall was below average and the drought still prevailed. She said there were some requests for areas to be declared disaster areas, adding that the areas most hit were the Western Cape, the Northern Cape and Limpopo. The drought has resulted in water restrictions being implemented in many areas. In some instances, farmers are prohibited from irrigating their land due to low water levels in dams. Some local municipalities have also announced water restrictions for domestic use. To aggravate the current situation, the Minister said 40 percent of the country's water had been unaccounted for. "This water is mainly lost through burst pipes, leaking taps and properties that have no meters in place," Director General Mike Muller explained further. This cost the Rand Water area alone, between R200-R300 million per year, he said. Ms Sonjica said South Africa was among 30 of the world's driest countries. http://allafrica.com/stories/200501250251.html
Govt Hands Over Forest Land Management to BEE Groups

BuaNews (Pretoria): Government has transferred the management of 140 000 hectares of forestland to two operators as part of its ongoing plan to restructure state-owned forests. Water Affairs and Forestry (Dwaf) Minister Buyelwa Sonjica signed lease agreements with MTO Forestry (Pty) Ltd as well as Amatola Forestry (Pty) Ltd in this regard. Under one agreement, Amathole Forest Holdings and its Black Economic Empowerment (BEE) partner Wildbreak Investment Holdings will take over the running of 25 000 hectares of forest in the Hogsback and Stutterheim areas of the Eastern Cape. The other agreement allows MTO to lease approximately 115 015 hectares of state forestland situated in the Western and Southern Cap. The successful bidder in this regard is BEE company Cape Timber Resources, which comprises Cape Sawmills and Wild Peach Investment Holdings. Ms Sonjica told reporters in Pretoria today that in terms of the restructuring agreements, 75 percent of the new forestry businesses would be sold while government would retain 25 percent. These agreements follow two others concluded in 2001 with Singisi Forests in the Eastern Cape and the Siyaqhubeka consortium in KwaZulu-Natal. http://allafrica.com/stories/200501250252.html
____________________________________________________________________________________________
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Bahrain

Private oil spill team is on way

A PRIVATE, rapid-response task force to combat oil spills could soon be created in Bahrain. It will aim to create an ultra-modern operation which will tackle spills in Bahrain's waters and on land.

The creation of the company has been proposed by the Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife, which supervises oil spill related operations under the National Contingency Plan.

The deadline for tenders from investors and companies to set up the new operation closed yesterday. However, the proposal to set up the company is yet to be approved by the Finance and National Economy Ministry.

"The move aims at the privatisation of the oil spill management services sector currently being carried out by government agencies," said commission pollution control department head Mirza Khalaf.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/Story.asp?Article=102798&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=27312
Youth camp to mark spring break

A THREE-WEEK festival marking the spring holidays will start tomorrow at south Jabal Al Dukhan next to the Camping Services Centre in Sakhir. The event features a camp site erected by the Southern Governorate, which will be open to the public from 4pm every Thursday and Friday, up to February 11.

Activities being held include traditional music, motorcycle rides, competitions and various recreational games.

The event is being organised in co-operation with the Royal Equestrian and Endurance Race Federation, Interior Ministry, Alba, MTC Vodafone, Bapco, Batelco, Banagas, GPIC and Caltex.

Other organisers include the General Organisation for Youth and Sports and the Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife.

Organising committee member Ibrahim Al Saeed said the event aims at helping young people spend their free time in sport, educational and social activities during the break.

He said the event would include various activities that would encourage youth to learn more about the problems and challenges facing the community, particularly environmental issues. 

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=102804&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=27312
UAE

EHSS to take part in two key exhibitions

The Environment, Health, Safety and Security (EHSS) Division of Dubai Ports Customs and Free Zone Corporation (PCFC), will be participating in two key exhibitions this year — ‘Environment 2005’ and ‘WETEX 2005’. 

The EHSS Division has been carrying out critical activities to enhance environment health, safety and security conditions of all establishments under the jurisdiction of PCFC.

Addressing a Press briefing to announce their participation in key exhibitions this year, Ahmed Mohammed Abdulla, Head of Public Communication, Dubai Electricity and Water Authority (DEWA) said, “Our participation in this exhibition is mainly to explore companies who can float their tenders for our new power project in Jebel Ali. Apart from that, our participation in these exhibitions will help us in our efforts in creating much-needed awareness on issues pertaining to environment, health and safety.”

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2005/january/theuae_january738.xml
Proposal for a panel to stem law violations by oil tankers

The Dubai Police yesterday put forward a proposal to form a panel incorporating federal and local government officials aimed at curbing violations by oil tankers and commercial ships in UAE territorial waters that are threatening marine life. This came at a meeting held yesterday to discuss the issue. Officials revealed for the first time that violations had been on the increase in the recent past. 

Colonel Abdul Rahman Mohammed bin Hafiz, Director of the Ports Police Station, said that protection of marine life and the environment was a priority for Dubai Police. He was speaking after a coordination meeting with representatives of the Federal Environment Authority, Ministry of Transport, and Dubai Municipality. The meeting was held at the Ports Police Station.  "To have a healthy marine environment is also important for our tourism industry," said the police official.

Col. Abdul Rahman said oil tankers and commercial vessels in the UAE territorial waters should be monitored at all times to ensure their compliance with local and international rules and regulations regarding the protection of marine environment. He said the dumping of petroleum wastes and other contaminating substances in the sea, as well as oil leaks, were factors threatening marine life.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2005/january/theuae_january736.xml
Urgent measures needed for cleaner environment

The Eighth National Environment Day will focus on the issue of pollution caused by motorised transport which experts say is not likely to be solved in near future. 

The event, to be marked nationwide from February 4 to 28, aims at educating the public on the hazards posed by pollution caused by means of transport, Dr Salem Masri Al Dhahiri, Director-General of the Federal Environmental Agency said at a Press conference yesterday.

The annual average growth of carbondioxide emissions by the Arab region was more during 1990-1994, which is 23 times higher than the world's average emissions growth. At the end of 2003, there is an average of one vehicle for every four persons — one of the highest rates in the world.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2005/january/theuae_january726.xml
Lebanon

Chekka concrete firm lands ISO 14001

With the environment becoming an important factor in the decision-making process of companies, an increasing number of Lebanese factories are being granted international certification proving their environmental management system. 

Cimenterie Nationale, a cement producer based in the northern town of Chekka, was recently accredited the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) 14001 certificate and an honorary membership in the Association of German Cements, for adopting environmentally friendly measures. 

"We know that good environmental performance is not just a legal or moral obligation set by environmental laws and regulations, it also makes good business sense ... Therefore we have been strictly following environmental international standards," said Pierre Doumet, CN's chief executive officer. 

"Dust emissions from the existing plant's main stack ... have consistently been measured by the company and the levels conform to standards applicable in the U.S. and several Western European countries ... In this context, the company's emission measures released from the main stack are within permissible levels," he said. 

The basic components of an environmental management system - as described in the ISO 14001 standard - include a policy statement (a commitment to compliance, prevention of pollution and continuous improvement) as well as an analysis of environmental impacts and legal requirements and a statement of goals and objectives, in addition to a corrective action plan and a management review system.

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/article.asp?edition_id=1&categ_id=1&article_id=12088
Yemen

Yemeni islands unmapped, unexplored, and teeming with wildlife

Yemen has more than 183 islands, 25% of which have no names yet. The islands lie off a coastline that is 2,500 kilometers long. The islands are scattered over the Red Sea, Gulf of Aden, Arabian Sea and Indian Ocean. 

The Yemeni islands are conventionally divided into four groups: the Red Sea group of 151 islands, the Gulf of Aden group with 20 islands, the Arabian Sea group with five islands, and the Socotra Archipelago of seven islands.

Despite their large number, most of the islands are not populated.  Field studies attribute this to the fact that these islands are very small and haven’t the resources to sustain human habitation.

Of the 183 islands, there are only seven that are populated: Socotra, Abdul-Quri, Perim, Mayun, Al-Fasht, Baklan and Kamaran. This means that 176 islands are not inhabited. The inhabited islands are, however, temporary residences for some groups of people.

The total population of Socotra is 140,000 persons. About 85.7% of these people, or 120,000 persons, live in the Socotra archipelago. 

http://www.yobserver.com/news/article_3584.html
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In the headlines:

• 
5 days before Iraqi poll, UN envoy reviews steps to ensure fairness, transparency

• 
Independent Oil-for-Food panel interviews UN Secretary-General

• 
Security Council renews call for political solution to Georgian-Abkhaz conflict

• 
Beyond huge tsunami death toll, Indonesia faces massive loss of livelihoods – UN

• 
UN envoy to make 'routine visit' to Sudan's war-torn Darfur region

• 
Annan urges Group of 77 to ensure necessary attention to development not diverted

• 
UN warns imbalances in world economy may lead to damaging correction

• 
Human fertility declines significantly in developing countries, UN says

• 
Chief of UN programme on HIV/AIDS reappointed to four-year term

• 
Annan calls on UN disarmament conference to end 6-year deadlock and start work

• 
UN and European Union tighten cooperation in war on drugs, crime and terror

• 
Organic farming points way to reducing rural poverty, UN says

5 days before Iraqi poll, UN envoy reviews steps to ensure fairness, transparency 

25 January - With five days to go until Iraqis vote for a national assembly that will appoint a new provisional government, write a constitution and organize definitive elections by the end of the year, the top United Nations envoy in the country today reviewed measures aimed at holding a fair and transparent poll. 

The world body, which has been providing technical support and strategic advice, "is proud to have been able to assist the commission," Ashraf Qazi, the Special Representative of Secretary-General Kofi Annan, told the Independent Electoral Commission of Iraq in a meeting at its Baghdad headquarters. 

The Commission has the sole authority in organizing and conducting the elections on Sunday, and a team of UN experts have played a leading role in ensuring that it gets all the technical support and training it needs. 

Mr. Qazi also met with Interim Vice President Ibrahim Ja'fari for talks on the political and security conditions and efforts to ensure an environment conducive for holding the elections. 

Earlier, he held talks with the President of the Iraqi Council for Peace and Solidarity, Fakhri Kareem, and discussed efforts to ensure the participation of all Iraqis in the political process. 

He also met with former Iraqi Prime Minister Naji Taleb, and stressed that the UN will continue to stand by the Iraqi people and provide them with every possible support to ensure the success of the political and reconstruction processes. 

Independent Oil-for-Food panel interviews UN Secretary-General 

25 January - United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan was interviewed today by members of the Independent Inquiry Committee (IIC) he commissioned to examine allegations of corruption surrounding the now-defunct Oil-for-Food programme for Iraq. 

A UN spokesman said Mr. Annan met with IIC officials for more than 90 minutes this afternoon, marking the third such interview. The Secretary-General spoke previously to IIC members on 9 November for an hour and 45 minutes and on 3 December for 25 minutes. 

The Secretary-General may continue to be questioned as the investigation proceeds, the spokesman added. 

The IIC – under the leadership of former United States Federal Reserve Board Chairman Paul Volcker – is widely considered the most authoritative of several ongoing probes of the humanitarian programme because the UN has handed over all documentation to that panel and UN staffers have been ordered to cooperate with its investigation on pain of dismissal. 

Mr. Annan set up the IIC last year in response to allegations of corruption and mismanagement during the life of the programme, which from 1997 until 2003 was responsible for halting a deterioration of living standards among some 27 million Iraqi civilians. The Security Council offered its full backing to the IIC in a resolution calling on all countries to cooperate fully with its work. 

Mr. Volcker's panel is expected to issue an interim report sometime in the next few weeks. 

Security Council renews call for political solution to Georgian-Abkhaz conflict 

25 January - Fresh from a briefing by the top United Nations envoy for Georgia, the Security Council today renewed its call to that country's Government and Abkhaz separatists to reach a lasting political solution within the nation's recognized borders to the decade-old conflict that uprooted nearly 300,000 refugees. 

Secretary-General Kofi Annan's Special Representative Heidi Tagliavini briefed the 15-member body on the latest report on the UN Observer Mission in Georgia (UNOMIG), which remains vital in preventing a flare-up of hostilities due to the absence of dialogue between the parties, above all on the political issues. 

The Abkhaz side has for the past several years refused to receive a paper on distributing "competences" between the two parties, invoking its unilateral "declaration of independence" of 1999. 

"Members of the Security Council reaffirmed their commitment to the sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity of Georgia within its internationally recognized borders," the Council President for January, Argentine Permanent Representative César Mayoral, said in a press statement. 

"They underlined the need for renewed efforts to achieve a lasting political solution to the conflict based on relevant Security Council resolutions, and expressed their hope for an early resumption of the dialogue between the two sides in order, inter alia, to prevent instability and to build mutual confidence," the statement added. 

In his report Mr. Annan recommended a further six-month extension of UNOMIG until 31 July 2005. 

The Mission, which consists of 130 uniformed personnel, including 119 military observers and 11 civilian police supported by 103 international civilian personnel and 184 local civilian staff, was established in 1994 after an accord reached in Moscow ended the fighting. 

Beyond huge tsunami death toll, Indonesia faces massive loss of livelihoods – UN 

25 January - Beyond the enormous loss of life, Indonesia – the country most ravaged by last month's devastating Indian Ocean tsunami – faces a massive loss of livelihoods with the destruction of about 40,000 hectares of rice paddies and 70 per cent of the fishing industry, according to the latest United Nations assessments. 

But fortunately, locals, the Indonesian Government, the UN and other partners have staved off a feared second wave of mortality due to hunger and disease that could have followed the giant waves, which killed at least 165,000 people in a dozen countries, more than two thirds of them in Indonesia's Aceh and Sumatra provinces. 

In Aceh, emergency food distribution is now reaching about 330,000 beneficiaries, and emergency medical and relief supplies, along with hygiene and reproductive health kits, have been delivered to more than 200,000 people. A measles campaign has reached around 52,000 children, and school materials are flowing in, in anticipation of the reopening of schools for up to 70,000 children this week. 

But the UN Children's Fund (UNICEF) warned today that hundreds of thousands of survivors living in temporary camps face a growing risk of water-borne disease due to flooding of toilets and inadequate numbers of toilets and bathing facilities. The situation is particularly worrying in Indonesia, where in some areas of Aceh, only one in 1,000 people has access to a toilet. The agency is building emergency toilets for camps and tent schools and supplying sanitation and water kits. 

The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) also remains concerned that conditions in camps and temporary relocation centres in Indonesia remain below international standards. Together with its partners the agency is setting up a new camp in the town of Meulaboh with 170 family-sized tents, for some 1,000 displaced people. 

In Sri Lanka, UNHCR is set to finish an airlift of 2,000 tents from Jordan. A further 5,500 tents are being shipped by sea to Colombo. 

Meanwhile, the UN Development Programme (UNDP) has begun helping to move hundreds of tons of tsunami-strewn rubble and debris from key public facilities in Banda Aceh. 

For its part, the UN Population Fund (UNFPA) is preparing for an increased demand for contraceptives among the displaced population in Aceh, as couples seek to prevent pregnancies while they are living in camps. The agency is providing contraceptives along with equipment, medicines and supplies to ensure safe childbirth and prevent sexually transmitted infections and HIV/AIDS. 

“Many women do not wish to have children while they are living in camps. They are used to getting their contraceptives from their midwives but now they are unable to, either because of lack of supplies, or lack of access to health personnel,” said Lily Puspasari, an expert on gender issues who works for UNFPA. 

UN envoy to make 'routine visit' to Sudan's war-torn Darfur region 

25 January - The top United Nations envoy for Sudan will begin "a routine working visit" tomorrow to the western Darfur region in the country's west, where renewed fighting last week uprooted nearly 8,000 people. 

Following his two-day visit, Secretary-General Kofi Annan's Special Representative Jan Pronk will go to the Nigerian capital of Abuja for Saturday's summit meeting of the African Union (AU), where the Darfur issue is high on the agenda. 

Tens of thousands of people have been killed and at least 1.85 million people forced from their homes in Darfur since rebels took up arms against the Sudanese Government in early 2003 in protest partly at the distribution of economic resources. 

In the latest fighting in South Darfur, the UN Advance Mission in Sudan (UNAMIS) said, the village of Hamada was nearly totally destroyed and that 105 civilians may have been killed, with the majority of the victims women and children. A number of relief agencies, both UN and non-governmental organizations (NGOs), are assisting the survivors. 

Agencies are continuing to prepare for the relocation of the displaced from over-crowded camps in Nyala and Kalma. 

Annan urges Group of 77 to ensure necessary attention to development not diverted 

25 January - In a year in which the agenda for security and socio-economic development should both be able to make decisive progress, the members of the Group of 77 developing countries must make sure to maintain the desired focus on development, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today. 

The Group, which started with 77 members in 1964 and now has 132, needed "not only to remind donor countries of the commitments they have made to increase their official development assistance (ODA), but also to promote urgent consideration of new ideas on how to raise resources for development," he said. 

Mr. Annan identified, in particular, the UK-proposed International Finance Facility, designed to expand aid to help developing countries meet the combined Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) of halving extreme poverty by 2015, and Brazil's initiative on Hunger and Poverty, now co-sponsored by France, Chile and Spain. 

"This year can be decisive because if we don't take the right steps now all hope of reaching the goals by 2015 will soon vanish," he said. 

Mr. Annan was addressing the Group as it handed over its chairmanship to Jamaica from Qatar. He congratulated Qatar in its "wise leadership" in 2004 and wished Jamaica "skill, energy and luck" for 2005. 

The Millennium Project Report, launched last week under the title "Investing in Development: A Practical Plan to Achieve the Millennium Development Goals" showed that, with the needed political will on all sides, the targets could be achieved, he said. 

In September a United Nations summit would consider the progress made in meeting the 2000 Millennium Declaration, of which the development goals form a part, and the meeting would also need to prepare to meet new threats and challenges in the realm of peace and security, he said. 

"For the truth is that prosperity and security are interdependent – a point made strongly in the report of the High-level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change, published last month," Mr. Annan said. 

The September summit offered a historic opportunity to make progress in both directions and, Mr. Annan said, he would propose an agenda in his own report in March on the implementation of the Millennium Declaration. 

"We are at a defining moment in the history of the United Nations. We must seize the occasion to strengthen multilateralism and to take decisive steps towards the vision of a world free from fear and want, [as] articulated in the Millennium Declaration," Mr. Annan said. 

UN warns imbalances in world economy may lead to damaging correction 

25 January - Imbalances in the world economy will not be corrected by a rapidly falling dollar since the depreciation is weakening demand in the United States' creditor countries and softening the benefits to US exporters of a cheaper trading currency, the United Nations says in a new report. 

Assessing its "World Economic Situation and Prospects 2005," the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) says cyclical economic recovery reached a peak in 2004, especially for developing countries, and "the possibility of an abrupt and globally damaging correction persists, since the depreciation of the dollar alone seems unlikely to be sufficient to reduce the global imbalances to sustainable levels in an orderly fashion. 

"The global imbalance is between consumption and debt in the United States and ballooning surpluses in many US trading partners. Currency changes by themselves, especially bilateral currency manipulation, will not resolve the problem," it adds. 

Meanwhile, the "oil shock" of a 50 per cent price rise in the first six months of 2004 was based on a demand surge, not the inadequate output of previous shocks "and therefore is more amenable to smooth market adjustment," it says. 

Oil prices would be higher than average but lower than last year's peak, UN Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs José Antonio Ocampo told a news conference in New York on the report's launch. 

Balances in the oil market had changed because the war in Iraq had generated a "fear premium" that had rippled throughout the Middle East region, but oil prices had not had a negative effect on the world economy overall. 

Nonetheless, "greater global economic cooperation would be needed to avoid a hard landing," with challenges ahead for many countries and their central banks, Mr. Ocampo said. 

The US and Chinese economies are the main engines of global economic growth, with the United States stimulating manufacturing and China buying raw materials from resource-rich developing countries and pushing up their average growth by 5.5 per cent, the strongest in two decades, it says. 

Only six African countries grew by the 7 per cent they need to reach the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) of halving extreme poverty by 2015, it says. 

Gross world product increased by 4 per cent in 2004 and could rise by 3.25 per cent this year, unless there is a negative market reaction to the falling dollar and rising US deficit. 

Human fertility declines significantly in developing countries, UN says 

25 January - With government polices generally supporting family planning programmes, men and women in developing countries are following the trend set in rich nations by waiting longer to marry and then having fewer children, according to the United Nations. 

The data, released in a UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) study called "World Fertility Report 2003," shows that in 192 countries the median proportion of still-single women between the ages of 25 and 29 rose to 24 per cent in the 1990s from 15 per cent in the 1970s, while the figures for men were 44 per cent from 32 per cent over the same period. 

More dramatically, the figures jumped to 38 per cent from 15 per cent among women in just the rich countries and to 57 per cent from 26 per cent among men in those countries during the same time periods, it says. 

The Governments of 72 per cent of the 192 countries were supporting family planning directly by distributing contraceptives themselves and 17 per cent were supporting it indirectly though non-governmental organizations (NGOs). 

The result was that the median of people using family planning, or forms of contraception, increased to 52 per cent from 38 per cent in rich countries, and to 40 per cent from 27 per cent in developing countries during the same time period. 

Female fertility in all countries came to average about 2.9 children per woman, dropping from 5.4 children between the 1990s and the 1970s, while women are starting their families later, it says. The decline results mainly from the significant drop, to 3.9 children from 5.9 children per woman, in developing countries, since rich nations had already shown that tendency, the report says. 

Chief of UN programme on HIV/AIDS reappointed to four-year term 

25 January - The head of the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) has been reappointed for another four years to spearhead the world body's battle against a global pandemic in which close to 40 million people now live with the virus. 

Secretary-General Kofi Annan said he was delighted that Dr. Peter Piot would continue to lead the UN response to HIV/AIDS "at a crucial time in our fight against the epidemic and in our work to mobilize the world against this unique threat to human development and security." 

UNAIDS, established in 1996, first grouped the UN Children's Fund (UNICEF), the UN Development Programme (UNDP), the UN Population Fund (UNFPA), the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), the World Health Organization (WHO) and the World Bank. 

These agencies were joined by the UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) in 1999, the International Labour Organization (ILO) in 2001 and the UN World Food Programme (WFP) in 2003. 

"I am very pleased and honoured to have the opportunity to serve UNAIDS for an additional four years," Dr. Piot said. "Over the past years we have made great progress in the global response to AIDS. As we enter a new era of implementation, we must focus our efforts on translating the commitments of recent years into improved prevention, care and support services for the people who need them." 

He was first appointed Executive Director of UNAIDS and UN Assistant-Secretary-General on 12 December 1994. 

Annan calls on UN disarmament conference to end 6-year deadlock and start work 
25 January - After six years of deadlock on reaching an agenda, Secretary-General Kofi Annan today appealed to the United Nations Conference on Disarmament, the world's sole multilateral forum for such talks, to move forward and start work on substantive issues that are vital for peace and social and economic development. 

"Disarmament is critical for conflict prevention, peace-building and the realization of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)," he told this year's opening session in Geneva in a message delivered by Conference Secretary-General Sergei Ordzhonikidze. 

The MDGs, adopted by the UN Millennium Summit of 2000, aim to reverse the course of impoverishment in the developing world by investment and other assistance from developed States that will help halve extreme poverty and hunger, slash infant and maternal mortality and dramatically increase access to health care and education by 2015. 

Mr. Annan noted that the current session opens with renewed hopes of overcoming the impasse since the 65-member Conference had "engaged itself, albeit informally, in a substantive discussion of issues on its agenda." 

But in 2004, it was not able to reach formal agreement on a programme of work – the sixth consecutive year it was unable to do so – and thus could not start work on substantive issues. While there was agreement on most of the elements of a programme, the main differences remained on the matters of prevention of an arms race in outer space and nuclear disarmament. 

Mr. Annan said he was encouraged by the strong political support given to the Conference by foreign ministers who addressed last year's session. 

"With so much at stake, I urge you to do your utmost to enable this forum for arms control and disarmament negotiations to play its envisaged role, and to place its accumulated knowledge and experience fully at the service of the world's people," he declared. 

The provisional agenda for 2005 includes cessation of the nuclear arms race and nuclear disarmament; prevention of nuclear war, including all related matters; prevention of an arms race in outer space; and effective international arrangements to assure non-nuclear-weapon States against the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons. 

Other items are new types of weapons of mass destruction and new systems of such weapons (radiological weapons); a comprehensive programme of disarmament; and transparency in armaments. 

UN and European Union tighten cooperation in war on drugs, crime and terror 

25 January - Senior officials from the United Nations crime fighting agency and the European Union (EU) have taken further steps to deepen their cooperation in the global war against drugs, organized crime and terrorism. 

Antonio Maria Costa, Executive Director of the UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), met with EU High Representative for Common Foreign and Security Policy Javier Solana yesterday in Brussels, less than a week after the two organizations signed an agreement to provide joint financing for projects aimed at preventing and controlling drug addiction, production and trafficking as well as other forms of organized crime. 

Rising opium production in Afghanistan figured high on yesterday’s agenda, with 90 per cent of the heroin sold on European streets originating from opium poppy grown there. Although the newly elected Afghan Government is committed to curbing the record opium production of last year – 4,200 tons, according to UNODC’s Afghanistan Opium Survey 2004 – it requires international assistance. 

“The international community expects Afghanistan to start dismantling as of this year its opium economy,” said Mr. Costa, who will be visiting Afghanistan later this week. “Democracy, the rule of law and economic development require time, and we shall work hand in hand with the European Union and the Afghan Government to ensure that further progress is made.” 

Organic farming points way to reducing rural poverty, UN says 

25 January - Chinese and Indian farmers who have switched from synthetic fertilizers back to healthier traditional forms of organic farming have earned more and achieved a higher standard of living, but small farmers are often excluded from supportive government reform programmes, the United Nations International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) said today. 

"In China and India organic production is growing steadily," according to an Italian-sponsored report presented by IFAD's Phrang Roy and Caroline Heider, along with senior Italian officials. 

"The value of Chinese exports grew from less than $1 million in the mid-1990s to about $142 million in 2003, with more than 1,000 companies and farms certified. In India, there has also been remarkable growth, with about 2.5 million hectares under organic farming and 332 new certifications issued during 2004." 

In addition to bringing higher produce prices, lower unemployment and less rural emigration, "organic farming reduces health risks posed by use of toxic chemicals, as well as the high costs of chemical pesticides and fertilizers. As well, the environment benefits from improved soil management and less-polluting techniques," IFAD said to a group of potential investors at the presentation. 

Farmers already producing for export have been benefiting from the boom in both countries, it says. Small farmers, however, are often denied government assistance in storing, processing, certifying and exporting their produce, while domestic markets for organic produce are "very limited in China and even scarcer in India," according to the research. 

To hold out hope for the world's small farmers, organic farming must grow sustainably and not lose its "added value," or prices and incomes would drop, it said. 

IFAD had conducted a similar study in six Latin American countries in 2001 and had drawn similar conclusions in an April 2003 report. 

At that time, it pointed out that for small farmers to want to make the soil improvements that organic farming brings, they needed security of tenure, access to family labour and support organizations to help then with training, loans and collective marketing. 

UN agency has key role to play in protecting forests to help slash poverty, hunger 

25 January - With forests contributing directly to reducing extreme poverty and hunger, the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) has a key role to play in highlighting their importance for reaching the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) of slashing both scourges in half by 2015, according to an expert panel. 

“Forest products can contribute directly to the goal of reducing poverty and hunger by providing cash income, jobs and consumption goods for poor families,” said David Kaimowitz, Director-General of the Centre for International Forestry Research, who chaired the meeting of experts invited to FAO headquarters in Rome. 

The livelihoods of the approximately 240 million of the world’s poor who live in forested areas of developing countries depend on the protection and, in many cases, the rehabilitation of these forests. Poor people’s agricultural activities also benefit from the role of forests and trees through contributions to land productivity, enhancing crop and livestock production, and providing genetic resources, among other services. 

Widely recognized environmental functions of forests include mitigating climate change, conserving biological diversity, maintaining clean and reliable water resources, sustaining and enhancing land productivity, protecting coastal and marine resources and enhancing urban environments, the panel noted. 

It recommended that FAO assist countries to carry out analyses of the forest-poverty links in their national context and reflect poverty reduction and food security adequately in their national forest programmes. 

“Forests not only make significant contributions to sustainable development, but failure to achieve environmental stability – including through sustainable forest management – will undermine social and economic development goals,” FAO Forestry Department Assistant Director-General Hosny El Lakany said. 

“FAO is fully committed to helping countries realize the potential contributions of forests to their national development goals,” he added. 

Work resumes on UN treaty to protect rights of persons with disabilities 

25 January - With more than 600 million people suffering from disabilities worldwide, a special United Nations committee has begun a new two-week session in a bid to finalize the first-ever global convention enshrining equality and non-discrimination for affected persons. 

“What we do agree upon in this committee will have direct consequences for those who have to face their life and personal development with a disability,” the Chairman of the General Assembly drafting committee, Ambassador Luis Gallegos Chiriboga of Ecuador, told the opening session yesterday at UN Headquarters in New York. 

He called on the Ad Hoc Committee on a Comprehensive and Integral International Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities to “make the greatest efforts in the shortest possible time” to finalize the treaty. It is the committee’s fifth series of meetings. 

“We must attend to the needs of a segment of the world population which, in spite of disability, gives us a lesson for living and for overcoming adversities,” Mr. Gallegos said. 

It was agreed to discuss in informal consultations the proposals resulting from the review of the draft articles to narrow down differences for further negotiations. 

These articles cover security; freedom from torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment; freedom from violence and abuse and freedom of expression and opinion. They also include respect for privacy, the home and the family; and living independently and being included in the community. 
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25 January 2005

Daily Press Briefing by the Office of the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

And spokesman for the General Assembly president

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General, and Djibril Diallo, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.

Spokesman for the Secretary-General
Good afternoon.

**Iraq
The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Iraq, Ashraf Qazi, today visited the headquarters of the Independent Electoral Commission of Iraq, and reviewed with its chairman and other members the steps that have been taken to ensure the holding of fair and transparent elections in Iraq.

Qazi praised the efforts made by the commission to prepare for the polls, saying the UN “is proud to have been able to assist the commission” in providing technical support and strategic advice.

The Commission has the sole authority in organizing and conducting the elections, scheduled for 30 January, and a team of UN experts has played a leading role in ensuring that it gets all the technical support and training it needs.

Qazi also met with Iraqi Interim Vice-President Ibrahim Ja’fari for talks that focused on the political and security conditions and efforts that are being taken to ensure an environment conducive for the holding of the elections next week.

Earlier, Qazi held talks with the President of the Iraqi Council for Peace and Solidarity, Fakhri Kareem, and discussed efforts to ensure the participation of all Iraqis in the political process.

Qazi also met with the former Iraqi Prime Minister Naji Taleb.  He stressed that the UN will continue to stand by the Iraqi people and provide them with every possible support to ensure the success of the political and reconstruction processes.

**Tsunami Update
On the tsunami, UN assessments in Indonesia show that there has been a massive loss of livelihoods, following the destruction of about 40,000 hectares of rice paddies and 70 per cent of the fishing industry.

But fortunately, locals, the Indonesian government, the UN, and other partners have staved off a feared second wave of mortality due to hunger and disease.

In Aceh, emergency food distribution is now reaching about 330,000 beneficiaries.  Also, emergency medical and relief supplies, along with hygiene and reproductive health kits, have been delivered to more than 200,000 people.  A measles campaign has reached around 52,000 children, and school materials are flowing in, in anticipation of the reopening of schools for up to 70,000 children this week.

For its part, the UN Development Programme (UNDP) has begun helping to move hundreds of tons of tsunami-strewn rubble and debris from key public facilities in Banda Aceh.

But the UN refugee agency, UNHCR, remains concerned that conditions in camps for displaced people and temporary relocation centres remain below international standards.  UNHCR and its partners are, therefore, setting up a new camp in the town of Meulaboh.  It will have around 170 family-sized tents, for some 1,000 displaced people.

And we have more information on all of these items available upstairs.

**Sudan
The UN mission in Sudan reports that Special Representative Jan Pronk will conduct a routine working visit to Darfur this week.  He will be visiting Al Fashir in North Darfur and Nyala in South Darfur and he will meet with the local Sudanese authorities, UN Agencies and NGOs.

Jan Pronk will then be heading to Abuja on Saturday, 29 January, to attend the Summit of the African Union.

Meanwhile, the UN mission reports that last week’s military activity caused population displacements of nearly 10,000 people in Darfur.

**Security Council
The Security Council is holding consultations this morning on the UN mission in Georgia and on Côte d’Ivoire.

The Secretary-General’s Special Representative, Heidi Tagliavini, briefed Council members on Georgia, and she is expected to speak to the press at the Council stakeout shortly.

Assistant Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, Hédi Annabi, is briefing the Council on the latest developments in Côte d’Ivoire.

**Group of 77
The Secretary-General today congratulated Qatar for its wise leadership of the Group of 77 coalition of developing nations over the past year, and wished Jamaica luck in its efforts to lead the Group in 2005.

He told the Group of 77, which consists now of 132 countries, that we are at a defining moment in the history of the United Nations.  We must seize the occasion, he said, to strengthen multilateralism and take decisive steps towards the vision of a world free from fear and want.

The Secretary-General said that it is now clearer than ever what steps are needed, following the release last week of the Millennium Project’s report, “Investing in Development”.  That report, he said, shows clearly that, with political will on all sides, we have the practical means to ensure that every country reaches the Millennium Development Goals.

We have copies of his remarks upstairs.

**UNAIDS
The Secretary-General has renewed Dr. Peter Piot’s appointment as the Executive Director of the Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS –- or UNAIDS, for short –- for an additional four years.

We have a press release on that upstairs.

**Population
Women and men in developing countries are marrying later, having fewer children, and having them later.  As a result, average fertility in the developing countries has declined to under three children per woman.

That is one of the findings from the World Fertility Report 2003, issued by the Population Division of the UN’s Department of Economic and Social Affairs.  And we have a press release with more details upstairs.

**SG Message - Disarmament
The Conference on Disarmament still faces the demanding task of finding ways to overcome the impasse that has impeded its work for so long.

That remark is part of the Secretary-General’s message to the Conference, which opened today in Geneva.

The Secretary-General also calls on the Conference Members to seriously consider the recommendations of the High-Level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change.  We have the full text of that message upstairs.

**Press Briefing Tomorrow
You’ve been asking for some time for an on-the-record briefing about the Iraqi elections.  I’m pleased to say that Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs, Kieran Prendergast and Carina Perelli, the Director of the Electoral Assistance Division, have agree to brief you, in this room, tomorrow at 11.  And that will be an on-the-record briefing, I understand -- 11 in 226.

**Guest at Noon Tomorrow
Finally, Jan Egeland, the Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and the UN Emergency Relief Coordinator, will be joining us at the noon briefing tomorrow to provide an update on relief efforts to tsunami-affected areas, exactly one month after the disaster.

That’s all I have for you.

Yes, Mahmoud?

Questions and Answers
Question:  Is it Mr. Qazi’s considered opinion that the environment conducive to the holding of elections has been created by the coalition forces in Iraq at this point in time?

Spokesman:  I mean, he has candidly acknowledged the security conditions in the country, which remain a problem.  But, it is for the Independent Electoral Commission to decide whether or not to go ahead with the elections.  And they have decided to do that, and we continue to work with them to support that effort.

Richard?

Question:  I just wanted to ask -- has there been any UN reaction to the arrest of the man who may have been behind the UN bombing in August of 2003?

Spokesman:  We asked for that, but did not get it, I’m afraid.  So, the behinder we get, the less relevant it becomes.  But we’ll see if we can get anything from them today.  They had nothing to give us yesterday.

Question:  And has the timetable for the Darfur Commission of Inquiry report, which I know had to go through the six official languages and be translated, in any way, has that been sped up, or will the release for press purposes be moved up?

Spokesman:  Well, today is the day that they were to conclude their work.  We learned today that they will be submitting their report tomorrow in Geneva, which then has to get it transmitted here.  So, we don’t know how that transmission will be done.  We do intend, as I said yesterday, to give it to the Government of Sudan for comment, giving them something like three days to react, should they wish to.  So, we’re still looking at some time next week before it would be transmitted to the Council.  It would be transmitted in advance form in English only.  If I gave you the impression yesterday that we would have the translation into six languages done in a week, that was wrong.  I don’t think it will be out officially as a document in six languages before the middle of February.  But, as I say, we do expect it to go to the Council next week and it will be made available to you the same day it is given to the Council.

Yes, Ricardo?

Question:  The President of Colombia has asked the Secretary-General to fire his mediator.  I understand he said that his Government, sorry, has lost confidence in him.  What’s the Secretary-General’s response?

Spokesman:  We put out a statement yesterday following Kieran Prendergast’s meeting with a high-level Colombian delegation, and I think that’s all we would have to say regarding our good offices effort in Colombia.

Yes, Nick?

Question:  On the Colombia issue, on the statement, I was hoping for a little clarification on it.  I mean, it doesn’t sort of outright say that the Secretary-General’s good offices have been suspended.  But then it says that if the parties request that the good offices resume, that they would resume.  So, I guess that means that they have been suspended.  But would that then mean that Mr. LeMoyne will not have a successor?  There are no immediate plans to appoint a successor to him when his term expires in April?
Spokesman:  I don’t think we want to indicate that the good offices efforts are being shut down.  Clearly, the heat has been turned down to very low and I don’t think the intention is to not replace Mr. LeMoyne.  And we’re looking at ways that we might do that, although we will have nothing to announce immediately regarding how he would be replaced.  So, good offices efforts turned down to low heat, replacement for Mr. LeMoyne an open question where, in time, we will announce a way to replace him.  And in the meantime, as we said in the statement yesterday, we’ll continue to work with the Government on humanitarian and development issues through the UN Development Programme’s Resident Coordinator in the country.
Question:  So, does that mean though...  We and other wires and several others, we’ve been reporting, citing anonymous UN officials in Bogotá, as I am sure you’ve seen, that this is being suspended because of the failure, the fact that you’re not making progress in ending the (inaudible) of war.  Then we have the President saying he wants (inaudible)...  So, would this reflect pessimism on the UN’s part or dissatisfaction with the amount of progress that’s being made towards resolving the civil war?

Spokesman:  I can’t answer that question, and we can’t take responsibility for what unnamed officials might have said in Bogotá.  Our statement issued yesterday following the meetings with the high-level delegation is our best and fairest reading of where we stand on the Secretary-General’s good offices efforts, and the UN’s efforts generally, in Colombia.

Question:  Perhaps the last question.  Saying things have gone to low heat would clearly suggest that you don’t think there is a lot of progress being made and, perhaps, there is really no need for good offices right now if there is no progress being made.

Spokesman:  Well, neither the Government nor the United Nations yesterday wanted to end the good offices efforts of the Secretary-General.  So, I think we have to leave it as I said it.  It’s not an active effort at the moment, given the conditions in the country.  But it’s an effort that’s going to be kept on the simmer for a while and revived when conditions permit.

Yes?

Question:  Can you please clarify the situation in Côte d’Ivoire regarding the planes, the government military planes that were damaged in November?  There has been some confusion over the weekend about reports that the United Nations Mission in Côte d’Ivoire (MINUCI) had given its green light for the Government to have them repaired.  Is that a fact or...?

Spokesman:  I believe that the Special Representative is going to issue a statement today, if he hasn’t already done so.  But, no, that is not accurate to say that the United Nations approved the repair of the planes.  But I will let the Special Representative’s statement speak for itself when it comes out as expected later today.

Yes, Mark?

Question:  Sorry, I missed it earlier.  Just to clarify.  So, does the SG receive the report tomorrow in Geneva on Independent Inquiry on Darfur, or has he received it here today already?

Spokesman:  He has not received it today.  And in fact, it’s not expected to be submitted until tomorrow.  But that will be done in Geneva.  And what’s not clear is how... (Interrupted)

Question:  ...who will receive that tomorrow in Geneva?

Spokesman:  Well, wait.  What’s not clear yet is how we’re going to get that 140-page document from Geneva to New York.  And as soon as we’ve worked that out logistically, we’ll let you know.  Yes, sir?

Question:  This is about yesterday, the special session of the General Assembly.  Now, today’s New York Times says something like “Djibril Diallo, a General Assembly spokesman said 150 of the 191 nations had agreed to the session”.  Now, it goes on and says “although the list of who they were was kept confidential...”  Now, this is really bothering me.  First...(Interrupted).

Spokesman:  The list of what?

Question:  The list of who they were.

Question:  The list of countries.

Spokesman:  Oh, who they were.

Question:  That means, we now have a list with a total of about 110 countries.  Now, this says 150 countries.  And it says that we cannot have that list.  Is it kept as a secret?

Spokesman:  My understanding... (interrupted).

Question:  This is the main (Inaudible)... of the United Nations.  I mean, I must put it very frankly.

Spokesman:  Yes, I understand.  My understanding –- now, Djibril may want to comment further -– is that standard procedure in the General Assembly is that when these requests go out for endorsement letters, that those letters are considered confidential.  So, according to the General Assembly secretariat, we received 150 letters.  But those are considered confidential correspondence.

We were discussing this in the Secretary-General’s office yesterday, and we, too, had the impression that it would be good to make these letters public, but we could not override the decision of the Assembly.  But, I believe that we may be talking to the President of the General Assembly in the future about possibly informing Member States, before they actually submit such letters, that it will be our intent to put them on the record in the future.  There is nothing we can do about this one, because they were not told in advance; and standard procedure up until now, is to consider those letters confidential.

Question:  But can we not have an official list of the co-sponsors of the meeting?  I mean that must be, because this is simply a question of transparency.

Spokesman:  The co-sponsors are a matter of record.  So, we could give you... (interrupted).

Question:  When can I have it?  Could you provide me a list?

Spokesman:  Well, Djibril can provide you with a list of the co-sponsors.  But, beyond the co-sponsors were those who wrote in affirmatively agreeing to the idea of holding a special session.

Question:  If they keep it secret, that means they are not there.  Now, look, the news from yesterday was not that the meeting was held.  The news from yesterday was that there are still countries 60 years after the event that still withhold their backing of such a meeting.  So, this particular piece of information is the main item about yesterday.

Spokesman:  Well, that...(Interrupted).

Question:  I was really worried about this.  Because, I thought, okay, I don’t have the list.  But if, then, one cannot actually obtain it from the United Nations, this is an extremely blotch on the United Nations.

Spokesman:  Well, as I said, we will be raising that matter with the General Assembly President for the future.  But it has been standard practice until now to keep those letters confidential.  But we see your point.

Question:  You see my point?

Spokesman:  Yes.  Richard?

Question:  I’d be curious in Djibril later, to find out just how many countries normally respond on special sessions or events.  How people know it’s going to happen anyway?  They all write in or is it all pro forma?  But I was struck by what was the Secretary-General’s reaction to the empty seats or the fact that many countries did not send a representative, for whatever reason, to this special event?  Did he have any opinion on that?

Spokesman:  I don’t think he did a head count.  And he didn’t mention any reaction to me.

Question:  Maybe we could have a list of the forty-something countries that didn’t sponsor it.  Is that...(Interrupted)?

Spokesman:  That’s the same, that’s the same.  It’s getting out the same information from the other, the other way.  Yes?

Question:  Back on Colombia.  Has the Secretary-General had enough cooperation from the Government of Colombia in his good offices in the country, and has he spoken to Mr. Uribe?

Spokesman:  I don’t know the last time he has to spoken to the President.  I can’t answer your question directly.  We set up that office five years ago hoping that we could help both the Government and the rebel movements reach reconciliation and sign a peace agreement.  That has not been possible to date, but we’re not ready to give up on it either.

That’s really all I can say.  Louis?

Question:  One on housekeeping, Fred.  I don’t know whether we should take this up with you, but getting back to yesterday’s session, is there any way the UN could do a more effective job of providing, particularly broadcasters, with an exact list of the speakers that are going to speak.  It’s become, quite frankly, a guessing game.   And for us that carry this live on television, it’s a big problem of being given a list by the United Nations saying Mr. A, B and C are going to speak in order and then this is all changed at the last minute.

We’re never notified.  And quite frankly, with yesterday’s session it was particularly bad.  I got three different lists.  I got one from your office, one from Kabbaj’s office one from UN TV; none of them matched, none of them reflected what really happened yesterday.  And this is a speakers’ list.  This is no secret.  And it’s become a real problem for us who have to book satellite time, which is very expensive, when we carry this live.  And it’s become a guessing game.  And it makes it impossible for us to do our work.  Elie Wiesel was not on that list; Brian Urquhart wasn’t on the list.

And, you know, here we were, sort of announcing to our audience that next was going to be whatever, or a foreign minister and it wasn’t so.  And it’s just...  Honestly, I just don’t know who I should talk to -- whether it’s Djibril, you, or whoever.  But, you know, given that there will be a big summit in September; I’d like to -- maybe if you can look into this so as to avoid this kind of problem in the future.

Spokesman:  We can probably do a little better than we did this time.  Elie Wiesel was on the list put out by my office.  Brian Urquhart wasn’t because our list was finalized before the weekend or even over the weekend.  But, Brian Urquhart was added late in the weekend.  And frankly, some governments switched speakers at the last minute, so that people who are on the original list weren’t the ones to speak, and that’s something we have no control over.

But anyway, the idea of three different lists though, bothers me.  I wasn’t aware that there were three separate lists.  So, we can look into that, we can try to get our act together as far as the names we give you, and updated at the last minute, as we should have done regarding Brian Urquhart.  But some of the switches pulled by the delegations at the lat minute we had no control over.

Question:  Or at least the focal point, because obviously the President of the General Assembly knows who is coming up next, because he says so.  So, if there are last minute changes -- and I tried to ring a bunch of people on the President’s office yesterday, and it was like, well, it’s none of my business, let me transfer you to a voicemail, where nobody answers.  And I mean it was just ridiculous.  I know nothing can be perfect, but again, given that we’re booking satellite time and it’s costing us a fortune to cover this stuff, if we could have a little bit of a warning of, at least, a focal point that would pick up the phone.

Spokesman:  I’m sure Djibril might want to talk to you afterwards about fixing that as well.

Richard?

Question:  Well, we’ve said this before, I’ll make it brief.  I don’t know if you need someone who uses a squawk box system to announce to broadcasters connected, working right next to the GA office, who is coming up, what’s happening and all changes that, the urgency that your office displays for print and other meetings, should be shown to the broadcasters.

And I am sure Mark Malloch Brown, if he’s listening, he should get together, as we have said for years with DPI, UNDP and the Spokesman’s office.  There should be much better coordination.

My question, which I’ve asked periodically, is has Secretary-General Annan been questioned yet on “oil-for-food” as Mr. Volcker prepares his interim report?  Has he had a formal Q and A?

Spokesman:  He has met more than once for an extended period of time with Mr. Volcker and his investigators.  So, yes, the Secretary-General is part of the investigation.  He’s a subject, like anyone else involved in oil-for-food in the Secretariat, and he has been questioned and most likely will continue to be questioned as Mr. Volcker’s investigation continues.

Question:  Were those sessions here?  Can you describe the length? How many people were in the room? Were there notes taken?

Spokesman:  I’d have to refer you to Mr. Volcker.  But, yes the meetings took place in the Secretary-General’s office.  I can’t give you the names of the people who were there in addition to Mr. Volcker.  How long they lasted, I don’t have a precise period of time.  Between an hour, two hours each.

Question:  Do you know how many sessions?

Spokesman:  I don’t have that specific information.  I think it may have been twice.  I know at least once.

Question:  This year or last year?

Spokesman:  Last year.  But my impression is that they’re continuing.

[The Spokesman later announced that the Secretary-General has met a total of three times with Mr. Volcker or his investigators:  starting on 9 November, 2004 for one hour forty-five minutes; on 3 December, 2004 for 25 minutes and the third meeting took place today and lasted for one hour and thirty-five minutes, approximately.

Evelyn, did you have a question?

Question:  Just a housekeeping thing.  It also would be nice to know, for those of us with television sets in our offices, what UN TV is covering.  You never know which channel.  I mean, we had no idea they’re doing the SG today or what.  Richard’s point is well taken.  There should be someone in your office or somewhere asking (Inaudible).

Spokesman:  Well, I think in response to criticism a few years ago by Richard and other broadcasters, we did hire someone who has a television background.  So, we try to get a bit more sensitive to your needs.  But now that Mark Malloch Brown has taken over as Chief of Staff, if you feel it would be useful to have a meeting with him and to include also UN TV, DPI people, as well, to see if we can’t sharpen it up a little bit more; we’d be happy to do that.

Okay, Djibril?

Spokesman for General Assembly President
Good afternoon.

Two items for you today.  One is the participation of the President of the General Assembly in the handover of the Chairmanship of the Group of 77 from the State of Qatar to Jamaica.  I have the statement for those of you who are interested.

The President, Jean Ping, said it is the first time that the President of the General Assembly has been associated with this ceremony.  He went on to congratulate Qatar, which, during its mandate, spared no effort to promote South-South cooperation, as well as equitable international trade relations as major contributors to development and to the fight against poverty.

President Ping, by way of illustration, mentioned the 2001 Doha Declaration, as part of the international trade negotiations conducted within the framework of the World Trade Organization (WTO), the high-level forum that was held on the 5th of December 2004 on trade and investment and the forthcoming South-South summit that will be held in June, 2005.

The second item is to take place this afternoon, and that is the third informal meeting of the plenary of the General Assembly on the United Nations Millennium Project 2005.  A briefing will be given by the Manager of the Millennium Project, John McArthur, on the findings and recommendations of the United Nations Millennium Project 2005.

By way of background for you, the Project, as you know, was commissioned by the Secretary-General in 2002, and its goal was to develop a concrete plan for the world to reverse the grinding poverty, hunger and disease affecting billions of people.  The Project, headed by Jeffrey Sachs, submitted its report this month.  The report is entitled “Investing in Development -- A Practical Plan to Achieve the Millennium Development Goals”.

As the Secretary-General has made clear, the findings of that report, together with those of the report of the High-Level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change, will provide an input to his own report on the implementation of the Millennium Declaration, expected to come out in March, and which will be a basis for substantive consultations on the 2005 Summit in New York.

That’s all I have for you.

In answer to the earlier queries, regarding the exact list of speakers, we were in touch over the phone, ourselves.  Unfortunately, there were changes being made throughout the afternoon, which did not enable us to give you the exact list of speakers before, I think your deadline was 3:30 in the afternoon.

Questions and Answers
Question:  Djibril, I appreciate the fact that you got back to me, and the afternoon was fine.  But, let’s be clear here -– the meat of this meeting was in the morning, and that morning was a free-for-all.

Spokesman for the General Assembly President:  Right.  Because of the extraordinary nature of the meeting, changes were made which were not even in the speaking notes sometimes, and there was a lot of flexibility on the part of the Member States because this was an historic meeting, and I’m not aware of such hiccups in the proper meeting of the General Assembly itself, and if there are, you have my cell phone number.  You could call me and let me know because we are aware that you’re working on deadline, and we have to make sure that we pull all stops to respect your own deadlines.  But there are matters beyond our control.  For instance, I think if one looks at the list of speakers -- where Poland spoke was not where Poland was, and this was not something to do with the list and so on.  In my briefing yesterday, I mentioned that Member States showed a lot of flexibility even in terms of the rules and procedures, and so on, to make this happen.  And, it happened; it’s historic.  And, if there is any further hiccup, please again, let us know because we want to make sure that we do everything possible to have you work in the best possible manner.

On the issue of the empty seats, there is no declared policy in terms of countries walking in and out.  There is a General Assembly special session that is going on and, in our judgement, it went in the best possible conditions.

Question:  That’s not the question that was asked.  On the empty seats, there may be 15, 20 delegations who don’t have one person in their seat, I’ve never seen the Hall full except for the high-level GA panel.  It didn’t seem to me that unusual yesterday, but is it your impression that there are delegations that send absolutely no one in the GA on a regular basis for whatever reasons, or was this done deliberately yesterday?  Usually there has to be one person for each delegation, but there were some delegations who did not have...

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  I was not aware of this, I mean, either way, regarding the specific -- okay, I’ll check for you.

Question:  Could you make available that list actually?  It was an historic meeting, so the list must be transparent --the list of those that co-sponsored.

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  The co-sponsors?  Yes.

Question:  Can we get that from you today?

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  Yes, I will get back to you on that, yes.  Thank you.

* *** *
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