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Iraq: UN announces multi-million dollar plan to restore 'Garden of Eden' marshes
	

	


23 July 2004 – The United Nations today announced an $11 million project to help restore the marshlands of southern Iraq, considered by some to be the site of the Biblical Garden of Eden, after they were massively damaged by dams on the Tigris and Euphrates rivers and a vast drainage operation carried out by the ousted regime of Saddam Hussein.

The project, funded by Japan, will support sustainable development through environmentally sound technologies, safe drinking water, sanitation and pilot wetland restoration for the Marsh Arabs, heirs to the 5,000-year-old civilization of the Babylonians and Sumerians, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) said.

In 2001, UNEP released satellite images showing that 90 per cent of these fabled wetlands, home to rare and unique species like the Sacred Ibis and African darter, and a spawning ground for fisheries, had been lost. Further studies released in 2003 showed that an additional 3 per cent, or 325 square kilometres, had gone. Experts feared the entire wetlands could disappear entirely by 2008.

The marshlands of Mesopotamia constitute the largest wetland ecosystem in the Middle East and Western Eurasia and are widely considered to be culturally significant. 

UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said the agency has long been documenting their destruction and alerting the world to their demise. “I am, therefore, delighted that the Japanese Government has stepped in to support a new beginning for the Marshlands and the Marsh Arabs,” he said. 

With the collapse of the former regime in mid-2003, local residents began opening floodgates and breaching embankments to bring water back into the marshlands. Satellite images indicate that by April this year around a fifth, or 3,000 square kilometres, had been re-flooded. The challenge now is to restore the environment and provide clean water and sanitation services for up to 85,000 people living there. 

A recent UN inter-agency survey found that most of the Marsh Arabs are collecting water directly from the marshlands. Many settlements lack basic sanitation with waste water draining into the street or nearest stream. As a result water-borne diseases are commonplace.

The new project will initially target around a dozen settlements with small-scale water treatment systems, some of which are likely to be solar powered. Reed beds and other marshland habitats that act as natural water-filtration systems will be restored, benefiting not only local residents but also providing new habitats for birds and other key wildlife.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Japan Today

Japan funds restoration of Iraq's 'Garden of Eden'
Saturday, July 24, 2004 at 07:06 JST
NEW YORK — The Japanese government is funding a project to develop and restore the Iraqi marshlands that were largely destroyed under President Saddam Hussein's reign and are considered by many to be the site of the famed "Garden of Eden," the United Nations Environment Program announced Friday.

As the marshlands of Mesopotamia are known to be the largest wetland ecosystem throughout the Middle East and Western Eurasia, and because they are also culturally significant, the UNEP has made great efforts over the last several years to document their destruction and appeal to countries for help in preserving the fragile environment that sustains rare species and the Iraqi people. (Kyodo News)

http://www.japantoday.com/e/?content=news&id=306515

Reuters

23 July 2004

UN to Help Iraq Restore Its Devastated Marshlands
Fri Jul 23, 2004 04:05 PM ET 

UNITED NATIONS (Reuters) - The United Nations will help Iraq restore its southern marshlands -- devastated during Saddam Hussein's rule -- with an $11 million grant from Japan, the U.N. Environment Program said on Friday.
The project aims to help restore the fragile environment and provide clean water and sanitation for the 85,000 people now thought to be living in the area some scholars believe is the site of the biblical Garden of Eden.

Saddam built barriers and levees to drain the once-abundant waters in the area in retaliation for what he saw as support by the Marsh Arabs for an uprising against him after the 1991 Gulf War.

As the marshes dried up, most of the area's 450,000 inhabitants were forced to flee, leaving only some 40,000 on the eve of the March 2003 U.S.-led war to oust Saddam.

After the war, residents began returning and breaking down the barriers, allowing water to again flow freely in a region where people had lived on small islands and moved around on thin wooden boats for over 2,000 years.

Satellite images show that about a fifth of the marshes were reflooded as of last April, the U.N. Environment Program said in a statement.

The new project will initially target around a dozen settlements, providing small-scale water treatment systems, some of which may be solar-powered, the agency said.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC Monitoring International Reports
July 24, 2004

 JAPAN FUNDS RESTORATION OF IRAQI MARSHLANDS

BODY:


New York, 23 July: The Japanese government is funding a project to develop and restore the Iraqi marshlands that were largely destroyed under President Saddam Husayn's reign and are considered by many to be the site of the famed "Garden of Eden," the United Nations Environment Programme announced Friday (23 July).

As the marshlands of Mesopotamia are known to be the largest wetland ecosystem throughout the Middle East and Western Eurasia, and because they are also culturally significant, the UNEP has made great efforts over the last several years to document their destruction and appeal to countries for help in preserving the fragile environment that sustains rare species and the Iraqi people.

"I am therefore delighted that the Japanese government has stepped in to support a new beginning for the marshlands and the Marsh Arabs," UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said in a statement. (passage omitted)

The challenge of the programme is not only to restore the environment, but also to provide clean water and sanitation services for roughly 85,000 people now living there. 

As many of the Marsh Arabs are collecting water directly from the marshlands, and as there is no adequate sanitation system, wastewater often drains into the streets or streams so diseases have become rampant.

The 11m-dollar project will first target roughly 12 settlements with small-scale water treatment, some of which are to be solar powered.

In addition to the treatment systems, natural filtration systems such as reed beds will be restored to benefit the residents so that the native habitats of birds and other animals like the rare Sacred Ibis and African darter can make a comeback.

An Internet-based system called the Marshland Information Network will also be established so that interested people can log on to see how the restoration process is occurring. Other users can also share their ideas on the site.

International and national public awareness schemes are to be promoted, the UNEP said.

Assistance will also be given to help Iraqi authorities at the governmental and local levels, and experts will be trained in the newest management and restoration techniques. (passage omitted)

Source: Kyodo News Service, Tokyo, in English 2118 gmt 23 Jul 04
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The Guardian

Marsh Arabs get £6m to restore Eden 

Paul Brown, environment correspondent
Saturday July 24, 2004
The Guardian 

Japan is paying £6m to restore the marshlands of Mesopotamia, homeland of the Marsh Arabs, which the book of Genesis identifies as the probable site of the Garden of Eden. 

A project to restore the marshlands, which once extended over 7,500 square miles but were systematically destroyed by Saddam Hussein, was announced yesterday by the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep). 

Saddam ordered the draining of the marshes to destroy cover for rebel fighters, but this changed the weather patterns and turned a vast area into desert, releasing pollution into the Gulf. 

The project will provide a haven for severely endangered wildlife, as well as decent living conditions for the 45,000 Marsh Arabs who clung on to the remnants of their homeland, and a further 40,000 refugees who have returned from Iran. 

In 2001, Unep released satellite images showing that 90% of these fabled wetlands, home to rare and unique species such as the Sacred Ibis and African Darter and a spawning ground for fish, had been lost. 

Further studies released in 2003 showed that an additional 3% had gone. Experts feared that the entire wetlands, home to a people who are the heirs of the Babylonians and Sumerians, could disappear entirely by 2008. 

Since the fall of Saddam, the Marsh Arabs have breached the dams and blocked the canals that the dictator used to drain the wetlands, re-flooding the basins, which had become salt pans. By April this year, around one fifth of the marshes had been re-flooded. 

But the returning people have not had the resources to control the water and halt the pollution. Their health has been damaged through lack of clean drinking water and the discharge of untreated sewage direct into the marsh. 

The project will initially target around a dozen settlements with small-scale water treatment systems, some of which are likely to be solar powered. Reed beds and other marshland habitats that act as natural water-filtration systems will be restored, which will benefit not only residents but will also provide new habitats for birds and other wildlife. 

But the Unep restoration scheme, however successful, cannot hope to restore the wetlands to their former glory. 

The water-flow down both the Euphrates and the Tigris has been severely reduced by the building of dams in Turkey, Syria and upstream in Iraq. By the time the rivers meet in the wetland before forming the Shatt al-Arab to flow into the Gulf, they are down to about 40% of the flow of the 1970s. 

Monique Barbut, director of Unep's division of technology, industry and economics which will be carrying out the project, said: "Nobody fully knows how much of the Marshlands can be recovered. 

"We will be putting together, in close cooperation with the relevant Iraqi ministries, a 10-person team of local and international experts [but] the future of the Iraqi Marshlands will be tied to the eventual development of a masterplan covering regional cooperation with those countries upstream and downstream in the Tigris-Euphrates river basin." 

Klaus Toepfer, Unep's executive director, said: "Half the world's wetlands have been lost in the past 100 years. I am sure that the lessons learnt during this project will provide important clues on how to resuscitate other lost and degraded wetlands elsewhere on the globe." 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Independent

Marsh Arabs' ancient homeland to be restored to former glory
By Kim Gamel and David Randall

25 July 2004

The marshlands of southern Iraq, long regarded as one of the nurturing grounds of civilisation but turned into an arid salt bed under the regime of Saddam Hussein, are to be restored by the United Nations.

Saddam drained much of the Mesopotamian waters between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers - home of the celebrated Marsh Arabs - by building dams, dikes and canals after the inhabitants supported a Shia Muslim rebellion following the 1991 Gulf war. The reed beds were also burned and the waters poisoned.

As a result, more than 500,000 people were displaced. By 2001, satellite images showed that 90 per cent of the original wetlands had been lost, and experts feared they could disappear altogether by 2008.

The largest wetland ecosystem in the Middle East, the marshes have enormous cultural significance. They have been identified as the site of the Garden of Eden and the Great Flood, and the birthplace of Abraham. Nearby lie an array of world-famous archaeological sites including Ur.

The marshes were home to an enormous range of wildlife. They were also vital to the fisheries of the Persian Gulf, filtering polluted water from northern cities and purifying it before it reached the southern rivers and the city of Basra.

It is now feared that up to 66 species of bird, including the sacred ibis and African darter, are now at risk, as are numbers of migrants such as the dalmatian pelican, pygmy cormorant and white-tailed eagle. A sub-species of otter and the bandicoot rat are believed to have become extinct.

Iraqi engineers and tribes began reflooding part of the wetlands by cutting gashes in dikes in the euphoria of Saddam's removal. Satellite images indicate about a fifth of the area had been reflooded, the UN Environment Program said.

However, experts say reflooding the marshes will need painstaking engineering if the balance of salt and plant life is to be restored.

"The challenge now is to restore the environment and provide clean water and sanitation services for up to 85,000 people living there," the UNEP said. A UN survey found that most Iraqis in the region were collecting water directly from the marshlands, that many settlements lacked basic sanitation and that waterborne diseases were commonplace.

The UN project, funded by Japan to the tune of £6m, will also aim to provide clean drinking water and sanitation, and will initially target about a dozen settlements for small water treatment systems. Reed beds and other habitats that act as natural water filtration systems will also be restored.

Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's executive director, said: "Half the world's wetlands have been lost in the past 100 years. I am sure that the lessons learnt during this project will provide important clues on how to resuscitate other lost and degraded wetlands elsewhere on the globe." 


________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Associated Press Online
July 23, 2004 Friday

U.N. Project to Restore Iraq Marshlands

BYLINE: KIM GAMEL; Associated Press Writer

DATELINE: UNITED NATIONS

BODY:
The United Nations announced an $11 million project Friday to help restore the marshlands of southern Iraq, reputed to be the biblical Garden of Eden but turned into an arid salt bed under the regime of Saddam Hussein.

Saddam drained much of the Mesopotamian waters between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers by building dams, dikes and canals after inhabitants supported a Shiite Muslim rebellion following the 1991 Persian Gulf War.

The U.N. project, funded by Japan, will aim to provide clean drinking water and sanitation for the people living there as well as restore the wetlands, the U.N. Environment Program said in a statement. 

It will initially target about a dozen settlements for small water treatment systems, some likely to be solar powered. Reed beds and other habitats that act as natural water filtration systems will also be restored.

Iraqi engineers and tribes began reflooding part of the wetlands by cutting gashes in dikes in the euphoria of Saddam's ouster. Satellite images indicated that about a fifth of the area had been reflooded, the U.N. Environment Program said.

But experts say reflooding the marshes will need painstaking engineering if the balance of salt and plant life is to be restored.

"The challenge now is to restore the environment and provide clean water and sanitation services for up to 85,000 people living there," the statement said.

A recent U.N. survey found that most Iraqis in the region were collecting water directly from the marshlands, that many settlements lacked basic sanitation and that waterborne diseases were commonplace.

At one time, the wetlands were the largest in the Middle East, filtering polluted water from northern cities and purifying it before it reached the southern rivers and the city of Basra.

As Shiite Muslims in the region revolted, Saddam ordered thousands killed and built new dams, canals and pipelines to dry up the marshes - the source for fishing, boating and small agriculture that once sustained a population of up to 500,000 people.

Satellite images released by the United Nations in 2001 showed that 90 percent of the original wetlands had been lost and experts feared the entire wetlands could disappear by 2008, according to the statement.

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4 National News (Northern Ireland)

23 July 2004

Southern Iraq's marshes to be restored

The UN today has earmarked $11 million for project to help restore the marshlands of southern Iraq – an area devastated by Saddam Hussein's regime when it brutally suppressed a rebellion of Kurdish inhabitants. 
The marshes were massively damaged by dams on the Tigris and Euphrates rivers and a vast drainage operation in 1991. In 2001, UNEP released satellite images showing that 90% of these wetlands had been lost. Further studies released in 2003 showed that an additional 3%, or 325 square kilometres, had gone. Experts feared the entire wetlands could disappear entirely by 2008.
The project, funded by the government of Japan, is designed to provide drinking water, sanitation and wetland restoration for the Marsh Arabs.
A recent UN inter-agency survey found that most of the Marsh Arabs are collecting water directly from the marshlands. Many settlements lack basic sanitation with waste water draining into the street or nearest stream. As a result water-borne diseases are commonplace.
With the collapse of the former regime in mid-2003, local residents began opening floodgates and breaching embankments to bring water back into the marshlands. Satellite images indicate that by April this year around a fifth, or 3,000 square kilometres, had been re-flooded. The challenge now is to restore the environment and provide clean water and sanitation services for up to 85,000 people living there.
The UN Environment Programme's Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said: “I am delighted that the Japanese government has stepped in to support a new beginning for the Marshlands and the Marsh Arabs.
The marshlands of Mesopotamia – the land between the continent's two great rivers – constitute the largest wetland ecosystem in the Middle East and Western Eurasia. The area was the heart of the biblical Babylonian and Sumerian empires and is considered by many to be the site of the Biblical Garden of Eden.
(gmcg)
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Radio Free Europe

UN Launches Project To Restore Iraq's Marshlands
23 July 2004 -- The UN Environment Program (UNEP) has launched an $11 million project to restore Iraq's damaged marshlands.



The project, funded by the Japanese government, is intended to revive marshlands in southern Iraq that have been severely drained by dams built on the Tigris and Euphrates rivers. Since the collapse of Saddam Hussein's regime, local residents have opened some floodgates to bring water back into the marshes. 

UNEP said in a statement that the project will not only oversee the restoration of the marshland's ecosystem, but also try to bring clean drinking water and sanitation services to the people living in the area. 

Iraq's marshlands are home to rare fishes and birds. The area is considered by some to be the site of the Biblical Garden of Eden. 

(dpa/UNEP)

Boston Globe

United Nations announces $11 million project to help restore marshlands in southern Iraq 
By Kim Gamel, Associated Press, 7/23/2004 20:48

UNITED NATIONS (AP) The United Nations announced an $11 million project Friday to help restore the marshlands of southern Iraq, reputed to be the biblical Garden of Eden but turned into an arid salt bed under the regime of Saddam Hussein. 

Saddam drained much of the Mesopotamian waters between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers by building dams, dikes and canals after inhabitants supported a Shiite Muslim rebellion following the 1991 Persian Gulf War. 

The U.N. project, funded by Japan, will aim to provide clean drinking water and sanitation for the people living there as well as restore the wetlands, the U.N. Environment Program said in a statement. 

It will initially target about a dozen settlements for small water treatment systems, some likely to be solar powered. Reed beds and other habitats that act as natural water filtration systems will also be restored. 

Iraqi engineers and tribes began reflooding part of the wetlands by cutting gashes in dikes in the euphoria of Saddam's ouster. Satellite images indicated that about a fifth of the area had been reflooded, the U.N. Environment Program said. 

But experts say reflooding the marshes will need painstaking engineering if the balance of salt and plant life is to be restored. 

''The challenge now is to restore the environment and provide clean water and sanitation services for up to 85,000 people living there,'' the statement said. 

A recent U.N. survey found that most Iraqis in the region were collecting water directly from the marshlands, that many settlements lacked basic sanitation and that waterborne diseases were commonplace. 

At one time, the wetlands were the largest in the Middle East, filtering polluted water from northern cities and purifying it before it reached the southern rivers and the city of Basra. 

As Shiite Muslims in the region revolted, Saddam ordered thousands killed and built new dams, canals and pipelines to dry up the marshes the source for fishing, boating and small agriculture that once sustained a population of up to 500,000 people. 

Satellite images released by the United Nations in 2001 showed that 90 percent of the original wetlands had been lost and experts feared the entire wetlands could disappear by 2008, according to the statement. 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________

Washington Post.com

U.N. Project to Restore Iraq Marshlands 
By KIM GAMEL
The Associated Press
Friday, July 23, 2004; 8:53 PM 

UNITED NATIONS - The United Nations announced an $11 million project Friday to help restore the marshlands of southern Iraq, reputed to be the biblical Garden of Eden but turned into an arid salt bed under the regime of Saddam Hussein.

Saddam drained much of the Mesopotamian waters between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers by building dams, dikes and canals after inhabitants supported a Shiite Muslim rebellion following the 1991 Persian Gulf War.

The U.N. project, funded by Japan, will aim to provide clean drinking water and sanitation for the people living there as well as restore the wetlands, the U.N. Environment Program said in a statement.

It will initially target about a dozen settlements for small water treatment systems, some likely to be solar powered. Reed beds and other habitats that act as natural water filtration systems will also be restored.

Iraqi engineers and tribes began reflooding part of the wetlands by cutting gashes in dikes in the euphoria of Saddam's ouster. Satellite images indicated that about a fifth of the area had been reflooded, the U.N. Environment Program said.

But experts say reflooding the marshes will need painstaking engineering if the balance of salt and plant life is to be restored.

"The challenge now is to restore the environment and provide clean water and sanitation services for up to 85,000 people living there," the statement said.

A recent U.N. survey found that most Iraqis in the region were collecting water directly from the marshlands, that many settlements lacked basic sanitation and that waterborne diseases were commonplace.

At one time, the wetlands were the largest in the Middle East, filtering polluted water from northern cities and purifying it before it reached the southern rivers and the city of Basra.

As Shiite Muslims in the region revolted, Saddam ordered thousands killed and built new dams, canals and pipelines to dry up the marshes - the source for fishing, boating and small agriculture that once sustained a population of up to 500,000 people.

Satellite images released by the United Nations in 2001 showed that 90 percent of the original wetlands had been lost and experts feared the entire wetlands could disappear by 2008, according to the statement.

 __________________________________________________________________________________________

Chicago Sun Times

U.N. aims to restore Iraq wetlands in biblical land 
July 25, 2004
BY KIM GAMEL 
NEW YORK -- The United Nations announced an $11 million project Friday to help restore the marshlands of southern Iraq, reputed to be the biblical Garden of Eden but turned into an arid salt bed under the regime of Saddam Hussein.

Saddam drained much of the Mesopotamian waters between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers by building dams, dikes and canals after inhabitants supported a Shiite Muslim rebellion following the 1991 Persian Gulf War.

The U.N. project, funded by Japan, will aim to provide clean drinking water and sanitation for the people living there as well as restore the wetlands, the U.N. Environment Program said in a statement.

It will initially target about a dozen settlements for small water treatment systems, some likely to be solar powered. Reed beds and other habitats that act as natural water filtration systems will also be restored.

Iraqi engineers and tribes began reflooding part of the wetlands by cutting gashes in dikes in the euphoria of Saddam's ouster. Satellite images indicated that about a fifth of the area had been reflooded, the U.N. Environment Program said.

But experts say reflooding the marshes will need painstaking engineering if the balance of salt and plant life is to be restored.

''The challenge now is to restore the environment and provide clean water and sanitation services for up to 85,000 people living there,'' the statement said.

A recent U.N. survey found that most Iraqis in the region were collecting water directly from the marshlands, that many settlements lacked basic sanitation, and that waterborne diseases were commonplace.

AP
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Kansas City Star

24 July 2004

Iraqi marshlands to be restored
[image: image1.png]



The Associated Press
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UNITED NATIONS — The United Nations announced an $11 million project Friday to help restore the marshlands of southern Iraq.

The area, reputed to be the biblical Garden of Eden, was turned into an arid salt bed under the regime of Saddam Hussein. Hussein drained much of the Mesopotamian waters between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers by building dams, dikes and canals after inhabitants supported a Shiite Muslim rebellion following the 1991 Persian Gulf War.

The U.N. project, funded by Japan, will aim to provide clean drinking water and sanitation for the people living there, as well as restore the wetlands, the U.N. Environment Program said. It will initially focus on about a dozen settlements for small water treatment systems. Reed beds and other habitats will also be restored.

Iraqi engineers and tribes began reflooding part of the wetlands by cutting gashes in dikes in the euphoria of Hussein's ouster. But experts say that reflooding the marshes will need painstaking engineering if the balance of salt and plant life is to be restored.

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Times Daily (Alabahma)

U.N. Project to Restore Iraq Marshlands

By KIM GAMEL
Associated Press Writer

The United Nations announced an $11 million project Friday to help restore the marshlands of southern Iraq, reputed to be the biblical Garden of Eden but turned into an arid salt bed under the regime of Saddam Hussein.

Saddam drained much of the Mesopotamian waters between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers by building dams, dikes and canals after inhabitants supported a Shiite Muslim rebellion following the 1991 Persian Gulf War.

The U.N. project, funded by Japan, will aim to provide clean drinking water and sanitation for the people living there as well as restore the wetlands, the U.N. Environment Program said in a statement.

It will initially target about a dozen settlements for small water treatment systems, some likely to be solar powered. Reed beds and other habitats that act as natural water filtration systems will also be restored.

Iraqi engineers and tribes began reflooding part of the wetlands by cutting gashes in dikes in the euphoria of Saddam's ouster. Satellite images indicated that about a fifth of the area had been reflooded, the U.N. Environment Program said.

But experts say reflooding the marshes will need painstaking engineering if the balance of salt and plant life is to be restored.

"The challenge now is to restore the environment and provide clean water and sanitation services for up to 85,000 people living there," the statement said.

A recent U.N. survey found that most Iraqis in the region were collecting water directly from the marshlands, that many settlements lacked basic sanitation and that waterborne diseases were commonplace.

At one time, the wetlands were the largest in the Middle East, filtering polluted water from northern cities and purifying it before it reached the southern rivers and the city of Basra.

As Shiite Muslims in the region revolted, Saddam ordered thousands killed and built new dams, canals and pipelines to dry up the marshes - the source for fishing, boating and small agriculture that once sustained a population of up to 500,000 people.

Satellite images released by the United Nations in 2001 showed that 90 percent of the original wetlands had been lost and experts feared the entire wetlands could disappear by 2008, according to the statement.

WTNH.com
UN-Iraq-Wetlands
United Nations announces $11 million project to help restore marshlands in southern Iraq

(United Nations-AP, July 23, 2004 8:55 PM) _ The United Nations announced an $11 million project Friday to help restore the marshlands of southern Iraq, reputed to be the biblical Garden of Eden but turned into an arid salt bed under the regime of Saddam Hussein. 

Saddam drained much of the Mesopotamian waters between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers by building dams, dikes and canals after inhabitants supported a Shiite Muslim rebellion following the 1991 Persian Gulf War. 

The U.N. project, funded by Japan, will aim to provide clean drinking water and sanitation for the people living there as well as restore the wetlands, the U.N. Environment Program said in a statement. 

It will initially target about a dozen settlements for small water treatment systems, some likely to be solar powered. Reed beds and other habitats that act as natural water filtration systems will also be restored. 

Iraqi engineers and tribes began reflooding part of the wetlands by cutting gashes in dikes in the euphoria of Saddam's ouster. Satellite images indicated that about a fifth of the area had been reflooded, the U.N. Environment Program said. 

But experts say reflooding the marshes will need painstaking engineering if the balance of salt and plant life is to be restored. 

"The challenge now is to restore the environment and provide clean water and sanitation services for up to 85,000 people living there," the statement said. 

A recent U.N. survey found that most Iraqis in the region were collecting water directly from the marshlands, that many settlements lacked basic sanitation and that waterborne diseases were commonplace. 

At one time, the wetlands were the largest in the Middle East, filtering polluted water from northern cities and purifying it before it reached the southern rivers and the city of Basra. 

As Shiite Muslims in the region revolted, Saddam ordered thousands killed and built new dams, canals and pipelines to dry up the marshes -- the source for fishing, boating and small agriculture that once sustained a population of up to 500,000 people. 

Satellite images released by the United Nations in 2001 showed that 90 percent of the original wetlands had been lost and experts feared the entire wetlands could disappear by 2008, according to the statement. 

______________________________________________________________
Scienceblog.com

Multi-million dollar plan to restore Iraq's 'Garden of Eden' marshes
Posted on Friday, July 23, 2004 @ 9:53 AM PDT by bjs 


The United Nations today announced an $11 million project to help restore the marshlands of southern Iraq, considered by some to be the site of the Biblical Garden of Eden, after they were massively damaged by dams on the Tigris and Euphrates rivers and a vast drainage operation carried out by the ousted regime of Saddam Hussein.

From United Nations:

Iraq: UN announces multi-million dollar plan to restore 'Garden of Eden' marshes 

The United Nations today announced an $11 million project to help restore the marshlands of southern Iraq, considered by some to be the site of the Biblical Garden of Eden, after they were massively damaged by dams on the Tigris and Euphrates rivers and a vast drainage operation carried out by the ousted regime of Saddam Hussein. 

The project, funded by the Government of Japan, will support sustainable development through environmentally sound technologies, providing drinking water, sanitation and pilot wetland restoration for the Marsh Arabs, heirs to the 5,000-year-old civilization of the Babylonians and Sumerians, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) said. 

In 2001, UNEP released satellite images showing that 90 per cent of these fabled wetlands, home to rare and unique species like the Sacred Ibis and African darter, and a spawning ground for fisheries, had been lost. Further studies released in 2003 showed that an additional 3 per cent, or 325 square kilometres, had gone. Experts feared the entire wetlands could disappear entirely by 2008. 

The marshlands of Mesopotamia constitute the largest wetland ecosystem in the Middle East and Western Eurasia and are widely considered to be culturally significant. 

UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said the agency has long been documenting their destruction and alerting the world to their demise. ''I am, therefore, delighted that the Japanese Government has stepped in to support a new beginning for the Marshlands and the Marsh Arabs,'' he said. 

With the collapse of the former regime in mid-2003, local residents began opening floodgates and breaching embankments to bring water back into the marshlands. Satellite images indicate that by April this year around a fifth, or 3,000 square kilometres, had been re-flooded. The challenge now is to restore the environment and provide clean water and sanitation services for up to 85,000 people living there. 

A recent UN inter-agency survey found that most of the Marsh Arabs are collecting water directly from the marshlands. Many settlements lack basic sanitation with waste water draining into the street or nearest stream. As a result water-borne diseases are commonplace. 

The new project will initially target around a dozen settlements with small-scale water treatment systems, some of which are likely to be solar powered. Reed beds and other marshland habitats that act as natural water-filtration systems will be restored, benefiting not only local residents but also providing new habitats for birds and other key wildlife. 


_________________________________________________________________________________________

Scoop Iraq: Garden Of Eden Marshes To Be Restored
Monday, 26 July 2004, 11:13 am  
Iraq: UN Announces Multi-Million Dollar Plan To Restore 'Garden Of Eden' Marshes
The United Nations today announced an $11 million project to help restore the marshlands of southern Iraq, considered by some to be the site of the Biblical Garden of Eden, after they were massively damaged by dams on the Tigris and Euphrates rivers and a vast drainage operation carried out by the ousted regime of Saddam Hussein.

The project, funded by the Government of Japan, will support sustainable development through environmentally sound technologies, providing drinking water, sanitation and pilot wetland restoration for the Marsh Arabs, heirs to the 5,000-year-old civilization of the Babylonians and Sumerians, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) said.

In 2001, UNEP released satellite images showing that 90 per cent of these fabled wetlands, home to rare and unique species like the Sacred Ibis and African darter, and a spawning ground for fisheries, had been lost. Further studies released in 2003 showed that an additional 3 per cent, or 325 square kilometres, had gone. Experts feared the entire wetlands could disappear entirely by 2008.

The marshlands of Mesopotamia constitute the largest wetland ecosystem in the Middle East and Western Eurasia and are widely considered to be culturally significant. UNEP's Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said the agency has long been documenting their destruction and alerting the world to their demise. "I am, therefore, delighted that the Japanese Government has stepped in to support a new beginning for the Marshlands and the Marsh Arabs," he said. 

With the collapse of the former regime in mid-2003, local residents began opening floodgates and breaching embankments to bring water back into the marshlands. Satellite images indicate that by April this year around a fifth, or 3,000 square kilometres, had been re-flooded. The challenge now is to restore the environment and provide clean water and sanitation services for up to 85,000 people living there. 

A re collecting water directly from the marshlands. Many settlements lack basic sanitation with waste water draining into the street or nearest stream. As a result water-borne diseases are commonplace.

The new project will initially target around a dozen settlements with small-scale water treatment systems, some of which are likely to be solar powered. Reed beds and other marshland habitats that act as natural water-filtration systems will be restored, benefiting not only local residents but also providing new habitats for birds and other key wildlife.
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Xinhua News Agency

23 July 2004 

UN launches project to restore "Garden of Eden" marshes in Iraq

UNITED NATIONS, July 23 (Xinhuanet) -- The United Nations has announced a multi-million dollar project to help restore the marshlands of southern Iraq, considered to be the site of the Biblical Garden of Eden, a UN Spokesman said Friday. 

    UN Spokesman Fred Eckhard told a press briefing in New York that the 11 million dollar plan, funded by the government of Japan,will support sustainable development through environmentally sound technologies. 

    It will also provide drinking water, sanitation and pilot wetland restoration for the Marsh Arabs, heirs to the 5,000-year-old civilization of the Babylonians and Sumerians. 

    Eckhard said that the marshlands were massively damaged by damson the Tigris and Euphrates rivers and a vast drainage operation carried out by the ousted regime of Iraq. Enditem 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Islamonline 

26 July 2004 
UN Launches Project To Save Iraq's Marshlands 
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	Iraqi Marshlands, still could be restored? 


BAGHDAD, July 25 (IslamOnline.net & News Agencies) – The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) has launched an eleven-million-dollar project to restore the environment and provide clean drinking water for Iraqis in the5000 -year-old Marshlands of Mesopotamia.

The Marshlands, considered by some to be the location of the Biblical Garden of Eden, were massively damaged in the late20 th Century, partly as a result of new dams on the Tigris and Euphrates river systems and partly as a result of massive drainage operations by the previous Iraqi regime, according to the UNEP web site.

During the seventies, more than500 , 000Arabs lived in the area but were displaced as a result of projects on the rivers.

In 2001 , UNEP alerted the world to their plight when it released satellite images showing that 90 per cent of these fabled wetlands, home to rare and unique species like the Sacred Ibis and African darter, and a spawning ground for Gulf fisheries, had been lost.

Experts fear the Marchlands could disappear altogether by2008 .

A UN survey found that most Iraqis in the region were collecting water directly from the Marshlands, that many settlements lacked basic sanitation and that waterborne diseases were commonplace.

The Marshlands were vital to the fisheries of the Arab Gulf, filtering polluted water from northern cities and purifying it before it reached the southern rivers and the city of Basra.

With the collapse of the former Iraqi regime in mid-2003, local residents began opening floodgates and breaching embankments in order to bring water back into the marshlands.

Satellite images indicate that, by April this year, around a fifth or some3 ,000 square kilometers of the marshes had been re-flooded.

Japan-funded
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	The project brings hope to Marsh Arabs


The Japan-funded project, launched on Friday, July23 , will support the sustainable development and restoration of the Marshlands through implementation of environmentally sound technologies.

The challenge now is to restore the environment and provide clean water and sanitation services to the up to85 , 000people living there.

Drinking water and sanitation systems will be installed in key communities and pilot wetlands restoration undertaken for the benefit of people and wildlife.

The project, approved in the framework of the UN Iraq Trust Fund, will initially target around a dozen settlements with small-scale water treatment systems some of which are likely to be solar powered.

Reed beds and other marshland habitats which act as natural, water-filtration systems, will be restored which will benefit not only local residents but also provide new habitats for birds and other key wildlife.

Other activities will include the setting up of a Marshland Information Network, an Internet-based system that will allow those with an interest in the region to share their ideas and strategies.

Satellite images, documenting how restoration work is faring and chronicling changes in vegetation and the progress of re-flooding, will be posted on the site almost daily.

Some of the funds will support public awareness schemes, both locally and internationally.

The project will also help train the Iraqi authorities, both at national government and local levels.

It will train experts in wetland management and restoration, remote sensing analysis and community-based resource management.

Several other governments and non-governmental organizations are involved in the Iraqi Marshlands.

The UNEP project aims to strengthen the coordination of these various efforts to ensure maximum benefit for the people and wildlife there.

It is envisaged that this coordinated approach will be applied to the future development of a wider Marshlands strategy in the region.

Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's Executive Director, said: " The Marshlands of Mesopotamia constitute the largest wetland ecosystem in the Middle East And Western Eurasia. They are also culturally significant. UNEP has taken a keen interest in their fate, documenting their destruction and alerting the world to their demise".

"I am therefore delighted that the Japanese government has stepped in to support a new beginning for the Marshlands and the Marsh Arabs. Half the world's wetlands have been lost in the past 100 years. I am sure that the lessons learnt during this project will provide important clues on how to resuscitate other lost and degraded wetlands elsewhere on the globe," he added. 

The East African Standard
Sunday, July 25, 2004 
How the UN has failed in its mission
By Wallace Kantai 

Here’s a quick pop quiz. What do right wing ideologues in the United States have in common with the filth in Nairobi’s garbage dumps? At first glance, there is nothing that obviously ties them together, but closer inspection turns up the one thing they share. They may both be harbingers of the death of the United Nations. 

The United Nations is evidence of humanity’s fear of itself. The horrors of the World War II led the victorious powers to set up a body that would be tasked with ensuring that there would never be another global conflagration. 

There was recognition that hard power needed to be managed, that channels and avenues needed to be opened that would enable resolution of issues before they escalated into crises.

There was also recognition that "softer" issues also needed to be addressed; that development issues would decide the course that millions of lives would take and that this would have a direct effect on world stability. Thus, the Security Council and the Economic and Social Council were established as UN bodies of equal strength. 

Realpolitik, or what passed for pragmatism in the years of the Cold War, gradually elevated matters of security to the fore in the operations of the UN, and put development on the back burner. The action was all at the Security Council — after all, this is where Nikita Khruschev took off his shoe and banged it on the table to make a point. The Security Council is the club everyone was clamouring to be part of. 

On the other hand, the General Assembly, which represented the veneer of democracy that the UN maintained was a central tenet, was the place where Heads of State from tiny, unimportant nations could make their five-minute allotted speeches in October and have a good photo of (and soundbite for) the television cameras back home. 

The development bodies of the UN, such as the Economic and Social Council and agencies such as the UN Development Programme, Unesco, the UNHCR, and other UN agencies and bodies making up a complex and confusing alphabet soup, were all relative backwaters, where retired world leaders could be posted as secretaries general. 

The United Nations Environment Programme was launched in 1972 with great fanfare and its headquarters placed in the heart of Africa, with the hope and expectation that this would induce better thinking on issues of sustaining life on the planet, and being a tad more careful not to let our desire for generating wealth overtake the earth’s capacity to absorb the filth we produce while doing so. 

However, the years have unfortunately shown the United Nations to be a largely ineffective body for moderating global affairs. The main problem seems to lie in the fact of the overwhelming economic and military strength of some countries over others, meaning that any pretences to equality are mere illusions. 

As the United States showed in the run-up to the war in Iraq, and as Israel has shown countless times in its dealings with Security Council resolutions on Palestine, the UN is a body whose imprint is sought when it would give a gloss of legitimacy, but which is waved away as an inconvenience when it threatens a determined course of action. 

Also, as seen in the 1990s, the UN is hostage to domestic American politics. The body was almost bankrupted when the cantankerous but powerful Senator, Jesse Helms, held up billions of dollars in UN dues in order to play to a narrow minded constituency in the United States.

In the development arena, many countries choose to conduct their energies through different channels, such as bilateral and multilateral dealings, as opposed to going through such an unwieldy body as the UN. 

The danger is that the UN will begin to be perceived irrelevant even in those areas where it has had traditional strength, such as security and peacekeeping. 

Back in May of this year, Ivo Daalder and James Lindsay of the Brookings Institution and the Council on Foreign Relations respectively, wrote an opinion piece in the Washington Post on just those problems. The institutions they represent are some of the most influential in the United States. They proposed an "Alliance of Democratic States", to supplant the United Nations and become the premier global body making decisions on global security and related issues. They maintained that countries such as the US itself, members of the Europen Union, Australia and Botswana, among others, had much greater moral authority than the questionable members of the UN in such matters. 

They made the point that the United Nations peacekeeping forces almost never have enough authority to enforce the peace and are thus largely ineffective in their primary duty. 

If such ideas gain currency among decision makers in the capitals that matter, the United Nations may die a slow, painful, lingering death, its authority deflated by the unwillingness of members to accede to a body that they perceive as powerless and irrelevant. 

They will look at the UN as a body founded on idealism, but that could not convince the world to live in peace, or to even pick up its trash. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Universia.cl
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El Convenio de Estocolmo sobre contaminantes analizaron en la Universidad Santa María
Clase Magistral "Convenio de Estocolmo sobre contaminantes orgánicos persistentes desde la perspectiva del Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA)", a cargo del Dr. John Whitelaw, director adjunto del PNUMA, y la supervisora científica de la misma entidad, Dra. Heidelore Fiedler, se realizó en esta casa de estudios.

En la Universidad Técnica Federico Santa María, se realizó la Clase Magistral "Convenio de Estocolmo sobre contaminantes orgánicos persistentes desde la perspectiva del PNUMA", que fue dictada por el director adjunto del Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente, PNUMA, Dr. John Whitelaw y la supervisora científica de la misma entidad, Dra. Heidelore Fiedler.

La visita, organizada por la Comisión Nacional del Medio Ambiente, CONAMA, y co-organizada por el Laboratorio de Química Ambiental del Departamento de Química de la USM, se enmarca en el Taller Subregional sobre Planes de Acción para PCBs (Bifenilos Policlorados) y Dioxinas y Furanos, en el que participarán 12 países de América Latina y el Caribe para analizar medidas que permitan eliminar, reducir y/o controlar los Contaminantes Orgánicos Persistentes, COP?s, a escala global.

En la actividad, Whitelaw explicó el significado del Convenio de Estocolmo, sus disposiciones, características generales y las perspectivas de éste. Al respecto, señaló que el convenio de Estocolmo es un tratado jurídicamente vinculante, destinado a proteger la salud humana y el medio ambiente de los Contaminantes Orgánicos Persistentes, COPs, y su meta es la eliminación de la producción y el uso de todos los COPs producidos intencionalmente, además de la disminución constante y, cuando sea posible, la eliminación final de todas las liberaciones de los productos químicos no intencionales.

A su vez, señaló que dentro de las obligaciones generales de este convenio se encuentran desarrollar, implementar y actualizar un plan de aplicación; designar un punto focal nacional; promover y facilitar una amplia gama de medidas para la información, sensibilización y formación del público; promover y emprender actividades de investigación, desarrollo, vigilancia y cooperación sobre todos los aspectos relativos a COPs y sus alternativas.

Por otra parte, Rodrigo Romero, del Departamento de Gestión y Residuos y Riesgo Ambiental, de la CONAMA, se refirió a la iniciativa por parte del gobierno de firmar el Convenio de Estocolmo. En este sentido, aseguró que "el Gobierno ha ratificado este convenio, lo que significa que el país debe asumir compromisos, obligaciones y tareas específicas".

En este contexto, el investigador afirmó que "el sector gubernamental es quien generalmente lleva a cabo este tipo de iniciativas y, sin lugar a dudas, significa un cambio de mentalidad. Hoy en día nos encontramos en presencia de un nuevo tipo de contaminación y, generalmente, cuando nosotros nos referimos a este tema, se asocia al efecto inmediato que se experimenta, tanto en el ambiente como en las personas. Por ende, deben existir medidas de carácter global y es por eso que el convenio de Estocolmo es un gran paso, ya que apoya las iniciativas para luchar en contra de la contaminación".

A su vez, Romero explicó que algunas iniciativas que se están desarrollando en este ámbito y los desafíos que están orientados a la implementación de este convenio. "Existe una serie de desafíos pendientes, tales como la identificación de fuentes de COPs, desarrollo de metodologías analíticas, control y aseguramiento de calidad y desarrollo de programas de monitoreos, entre otros".

En este sentido, el personero señaló que las visiones deben ser integradas, tanto las de gobierno, CONAMA y grupos ambientalistas, y añadió que "el convenio establece una serie de criterios para la identificación de los COPs y con esto, dependiendo de la realidad de cada país, se podrán incorporar nuevas formas de control de contaminantes".

Fuente: UTFSM
 __________________________________________________________________________________________

Australian Financial Review
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Flaws in climate-change research need fixing; 
WEEKEND ESSAY

BYLINE: WARWICK McKIBBIN Warwick McKibbin is a professorial fellow at the Lowy Institute for International Policy and director of the ANU Centre for Applied Macro-economic Analysis. He is co-author with Peter Wilcoxen of a recent book, Climate Change Policy after Kyoto: A Blueprint for a Realistic Approach, published by the Brookings Institution.

BODY:


It is common to read that temperatures are likely to rise by up to 7 degrees Celsius over the next 100 years. Where does this number come from? It is the most extreme temperature from a range of possible projections in the Special Report on Emissions Scenarios (SRES) published by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). The IPCC was established by the World Meteorological Organisation and the UN Environmental Program to "assess the scientific, technical and socio-economic information relevant for the understanding of human-induced climate change". The SRES developed a range of emission scenarios to provide "input for evaluating climatic and environmental consequences of future greenhouse gas emissions and for assessing alternative mitigation adaptation strategies".

The temperature projections are generated by climate models that depend critically on projections of future greenhouse gas emissions from economic/energy models. Yet there is a vigorous debate about how these projections of greenhouse emissions should be undertaken. Many questions have been raised about the approach of the SRES, which forms the basis of almost all recent analyses of the impacts of climate change. 

One criticism, by Ian Castles (a former chief Australian statistician) and David Henderson (a former chief economist at the OECD), examines the plausibility of assumptions underlying some of the SRES scenarios. A key assumption is the rate at which developing countries might grow over the next century. In some scenarios the IPCC assumes that countries with low per-capita incomes relative to the wealthiest country will grow faster so their incomes tend to catch up. The growth rate depends on how the initial income gaps are measured. These can be measured using market exchange rates. But it's more accurate to use the concept of purchasing power parity, which tries to exclude distortions in market exchange rates (which don't reflect underlying real incomes) by carefully adjusting for the value of a standard bundle of goods.

The differences in incomes calculated by these two methods are large, especially for developing countries. The ratio of incomes per capita in the OECD economies relative to those in the Asia region in 1990 is 33 times if measured at market exchange rates (as in the SRES) but only nine times larger at purchasing power parity exchange rates (as calculated by leading economist Angus Maddison).

This is an enormous difference. In theory this difference should matter for the growth rates in a convergence model. Using market exchange rates, faster economic growth would be required for incomes in developing countries to catch up to developed countries. With faster economic growth, carbon emissions would likely be higher when using market exchange rates than when using purchasing power parity. Since it is not clear in practice whether this result will hold because of potential offsetting factors, this can be run through models to find out.

In a recent study published by the Lowy Institute for International Policy together with David Pearce and Alison Stegman, we explore a range of methodological issues surrounding projecting greenhouse emissions over the next century. Understanding future-emission scenarios requires a framework that deals with the sources of economic growth and allows for endogenous structural change. One of the issues explored was the "convergence" of incomes across countries and the Castles and Henderson critique of the use of market exchange rates instead of purchasing power parities to measure income differentials.

Using the G-Cubed multi-country model, one of the major global economic models used for climate-change policy evaluation, we show that emission projections based on convergence assumptions using market exchange rates can be 40 per cent higher by 2100 than emissions generated using purchasing power parities.

This supports the argument by Castles and Henderson that the use of market exchange rate assumptions relative to PPPs in an economic model like G-Cubed will likely overestimate emissions projections. This is because market exchange rates overestimate the initial income gaps and hence the amount of economic growth required for developing countries to "catch up" to incomes in industrial economies. With higher economic growth in developing countries, emissions of carbon are higher both in developing countries and industrial countries because of the increased demand for energy globally generated by higher wealth.

It is surprising that the IPCC has dismissed the Castles and Henderson critique. These results show this is a potentially important issue in at least one of the leading global climate models. It is true that we can't be sure what this result from the G-Cubed model actually means for the SRES projections, because it might be argued that in the models used in the SRES there could be substantially more endogenous changes in technology that will change the relationship between economic growth and carbon emissions. We do not have access to those models to explore this issue and can only show what this particular assumption implies in the G-Cubed model. It is also unclear exactly what the IPCC did in the SRES report about convergence assumptions in some scenarios.

Another problem with the SRES methodology is that it follows a "storyline approach" in which there is no assessment of the likelihood of alternative scenarios. For each scenario, a set of assumptions about economic, social and political conditions over the next century is created and emission outcomes projected from a range of models. This means users such as policymakers, and advocates for either the "take extreme action" or "do nothing" approaches, can choose from a range of possible futures to suit their own agenda.

All those who desire a serious debate on climate-change policy options should be concerned that some analyses of the impacts of future climate change are based on the extreme outliers (in both directions) from the SRES without any understanding of the probability of these outcomes. A probabilistic approach could be done using the economic approach proposed in the G-Cubed model, or with the existing range of SRES scenarios, to better inform the debate on future greenhouse scenarios.

It is unfortunate that the rather technical debate on methodology of climate projections is often used to argue that climate change does not exist. That is not what our results show. Our results reinforce the reality that there is a great deal of uncertainty about future climate projections and that this uncertainty needs to be reflected in the projections. The uncertainty also needs to be reflected in the types of policies implemented. For example, the McKibbin Wilcoxen Blueprint (www.sensiblepolicy.com), which distinguishes between the short- run cost of action and long-run targets for emissions, is an attempt to deal with this uncertainty in a much better way than the Kyoto Protocol. The blueprint implements firm policy actions that should reduce emissions but allows policymakers to collect information on climate and costs and flexibly adjust to this information. This approach is far better for handling uncertainty than the Kyoto approach of specifying rigid short- term targets and timetables irrespective of cost and information on the climate.

Climate change is a potentially important environmental problem. It is critical that the technical analyses used to inform policy decisions, and which drive other research on the impacts of climate change, be thoroughly understood, openly debated and, whenever possible, improved. The problems with the SRES that have been identified by many different people should be openly addressed before using this body of research as the basis for the next round of scientific assessment.

GRAPHIC: Warwick McKibbin
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World's tiniest fish identified 
The smallest, lightest animal with a backbone has been described for the first time, by scientists in the US. 
The minuscule fish, called a stout infantfish, is only about 7mm (just under a quarter of an inch) long. 

It lives around Australia's Great Barrier Reef and has snatched the "world's smallest vertebrate" title from the 1cm-long dwarf goby fish. 

The infantfish, which is no longer than the width of a pencil, is described in the Records of the Australian Museum. 

Big females 
The first specimen of the tiny creature ( Schindleria brevipinguis ) was collected way back in 1979, by the Australian Museum's Jeff Leis, during fieldwork in the Lizard Island region of the Great Barrier Reef. 

	
	Anytime a scientist identifies an 'extreme' in the World it is important 
Philip Hastings, Scripps Institution of Oceanography 


But the creature was not properly studied for years, until HJ Walker of the Scripps Institution of Oceanography, California, US, and William Watson of the Southwest Fisheries Science Center, La Jolla, US, picked up the case. 

"It was a really good day when I first looked under the microscope and recognised something that I knew was a new species," said Dr Walker. "But at the time I didn't realise that I was looking at the world's smallest vertebrate." 

Only six specimens of the stout infantfish have ever been found. 

The females - at around 8.4mm - seem to be bigger than males, who usually measure in at a diminutive 7mm. They are what scientist term "paedomorphic", which means they retain many infantile characteristics, even when adult. 

Baby features 
The stout infantfish gets its name from its babyish features, and the fact that it is unusually stout compared to other species of infantfish. 

Its tiny frame is matched by its short lifespan, which is thought to be a mere two months. This quick turnover might actually work in the fish's favour, allowing it to keep up with a world that is changing fast. 

"It's interesting that these animals experience several generations a year," said Dr Watson. "This suggests they could evolve quickly as well. 

"They live in a specialised habitat that could be threatened by global warming or human development, but they may have the ability to evolve as fast as their environment changes." 

Philip Hastings, the curator of the Scripps Marine Vertebrates Collection, says the identification of the stout infantfish is another demonstration that scientists do not yet have a complete picture of marine animals. 

"Anytime a scientist identifies an 'extreme' in the world it is important," said Dr Hastings. "Think about the whole envelope of life. Most of us systematists describe things that fill in the dots in the middle of the envelope. 

"This new discovery is pushing the edge, increasing the size of the envelope. 

"It's important because it demonstrates that we're still expanding our knowledge of the limits of the diversity that's present on this planet and there are still significant discoveries to me made." 

Story from BBC NEWS:

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

          26 July 2004

General Environment News

Minister Flays Environmental Consultants - for Poor Human Health

Daily Champion (Lagos): MINISTER of Environment, Col. Bala Mande, has berated environmental consultants for being partly responsible for the pathetic state of the nation's poor human health. He particularly accused most of the consultants of not reporting to government how activities of various industries under their coverage affect the environment. The minister gave the condemnation in a keynote address at a two-day national workshop on capacity building for Federal Ministry of Environment accredited consultants held at the University of Lagos. Col. Mande said the failure to give government such regular feedback, "has led to a communication gap between the ministry and industries/facilities being served by the consultants". He, also, tongue-lashed some of the accredited consultants for deliberately circumventing the laid down procedures of the ministry. He charged the consultants to acquaint themselves with all relevant regulations, conventions, especially those that affect Nigeria, to be able to advise their clients appropriately. The workshop was conceived in order to stem the increasing failing standards of environmental management practice in the country as well as the haphazard nature of accreditation of environmental consultants.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200407230859.html
Police hold 14 for burning Akagera Park in Rwanda

Kigali, Rwanda (PANA) - Police in Rwanda have arrested and detained 14 suspects in connection with the fire that gutted the national park of Akagera early this month. Three of the suspects have already confessed to setting the park on fire to cause confusion while they engaged in a poaching spree, police sources said. They were nabbed along with three poachers, one of whom was in illegal possession of a Kalachnikov rifle, the sources added. The intervention of air force helicopters and massive assistance by local residents put out the fire, which broke out on 30 June 2004 and burnt for two weeks. The blaze killed hundreds of birds and gutted almost one-third of the park -- about 2,500 square km.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng050423&dte=23/07/2004
African Zoos Heed Ivorian SOS Call

Cape Town, South Africa (PANA) - A two-man mission from the African Association of Zoos and Aquaria leaves South Africa today for Cote d'Ivoire in response to an urgent plea for assistance from the National Zoo of Abidjan. The zoo, housing some 200 animals of varying species, has been battling to maintain adequate animal care standards for several months in the wake of political violence and instability in the West African nation. A number of animals are in critical need of veterinary attention, according to Dr. Yapo Ayekoe, director of the zoo. In support of the mission, the association recently appealed to its members and the international community of zoos and aquaria for financial assistance.  The association was founded in 1989 in Pretoria and has a membership of 33 institutions in nine African countries.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng050477&dte=23/07/2004
ROAP Media Update – 26 July 2004

UN or UNEP in the news

UN to help restore 'Biblical Garden of Eden' in Iraq

Hindustan Times, 7/24/2004, Dharam Shourie (PTI), New York, July 24 - The United Nations will undertake an $11 million project to help restore the marshlands of southern Iraq, considered to be the site of the Biblical Garden of Eden.
The project, funded by the Government of Japan, will support sustainable development through environmentally sound technologies, providing drinking water, sanitation and pilot wetland restoration for the Marsh Arabs.
In 2001, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) released satellite images showing that 90 per cent of these wetlands, home to rare species like the Sacred Ibis and African darter, and a spawning ground for fisheries, had been lost.
http://www.hindustantimes.com/news/181_905436,001300180001.htm 

U.N. Project to Restore Iraq Marshlands
AP via Newsday  7/23/2004 (By KIM GAMEL), Associated Press Writer), July 23, 2004 - UNITED NATIONS -- The United Nations announced an $11 million project Friday to help restore the marshlands of southern Iraq, reputed to be the biblical Garden of Eden but turned into an arid salt bed under the regime of Saddam Hussein.
…The U.N. project, funded by Japan, will aim to provide clean drinking water and sanitation for the people living there as well as restore the wetlands, the U.N. Environment Program said in a statement.
Iraqi engineers and tribes began reflooding part of the wetlands by cutting gashes in dikes in the euphoria of Saddam's ouster. Satellite images indicated that about a fifth of the area had been reflooded, the U.N. Environment Program said. 
http://www.newsday.com/news/nationworld/world/wire/sns-ap-un-iraq-wetlands,0,7447499.story?coll=sns-ap-world-headlines 

Iraq: Garden Of Eden Marshes To Be Restored
Scoop (New Zealamd), 26 July 2004 http://www.scoop.co.nz/mason/stories/WO0407/S00245.htm 

UN launches project to restore "Garden of Eden" marshes in Iraq
Xinhua News Agency  7/23/2004 - http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-07/24/content_1638281.htm 

Humanitarian Crisis Looms Over Bangladesh As Flooding Continues, Un Warns 
Scoop (New Zealand), July 26, 2004 - Unceasing heavy rains in Bangladesh have prevented water levels from dropping, leading to continued flooding as well as the potential for a major humanitarian crisis, the United Nations warned today. 
A spokesman for the UN World Food Programme (WFP) voiced particular concern about the upcoming high tide in the Bay of Bengal, which would considerably limit the outflow of flood water into the sea.
http://www.scoop.co.nz/mason/stories/WO0407/S00244.htm 

General Environment News

Death toll from India floods rises to 535
ABC Asia Pacific, July 26, 2004 - The death toll from monsoon floods in India has risen to 535 with the discovery of more bodies in the eastern state of Bihar.
Authorities in Assam and Bihar are battling to deliver relief supplies to stranded families. 
State authorities are also warning against the outbreak of waterborne diseases as displaced families battle to cope with the lack of fresh food and water. 
An official statement says more than 12 million people have been displaced by heavy monsoon rains since mid-June.
http://www.abcasiapacific.com/news/stories_to/asiapacific_stories_lofi_1161601.htm 

Areas hit by floods face threat of disease – Access to drinking water, food denied
Bangkok Post, July 25, 2004 – Dhaka (Reuters) – millions of people made homeless in South Asia’s worst floods in 15 years were threatened by disease yesterday as rising waters cut off access to food and drinking water….


__________________________________________________________________________________________
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 UAE 
Sharjah waste mgmt master plan comes to shape
SHARJAH - After extensive scientific studies, field testes and analysis, the integrated waste management master plan of Sharjah Municipality comes to shape, Eng. Yahya R. Al Baloushi, Head of Environmental Protection Section (EPS) at Sharjah Municipality, said.

In an exclusive interview with Khaleej Times, Mr Al Baloushi pointed out that the vision of Sharjah Municipality to combine all efforts and needed resources for a strategic and long-term development and a sustainable integrated waste management concept, would be soon finalised. 

'The municipality collects more than 2,500 tonnes of household garbage and different kinds of waste every day within the city. About 15 per cent of this waste is municipal household waste whereas approximately 49 per cent originates from commercial and industrial sources,' he added 

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2004/july/theuae_july519.xml
Sharjah drafts stringent rules to prevent marine pollution 

Sharjah: The emirate has drawn up stringent rules to protect beaches and marine life. Awareness campaigns and more research will be conducted to keep the Sharjah coastline free of pollution. 

Municipal inspections will soon follow to ensure the rules are observed.

Residents enjoy a day at the Al Fisht beach in Sharjah. 

Dr Azhar Khan, an environment management expert at the Environmental Protection Section of Sharjah Municipality, said: "We want to cut off pollution sources to help prevent the severe impact on marine life and public health.

"Municipal and port staff will ensure the adherence to the marine protection rules, which are ready for implementation," Dr Khan said at a lecture to train municipal staff on the new rules.

He said: "Pollution destroys marine life and threatens human health."

http://www.gulf-news.com/
Yemen 
Water reservoir in Sana’a dropped 20 meters due to qat 

The water table in Sana’a City has dropped by 20 meters in less than 20 years. This is an alarming indication that Sana’a City could encounter a serious shortage of water in coming 20 years. The primary consumers of water in the area are qat plantations.

In an official report published recently, the rate of water consumption in Sana’a City and it surroundings is very alarming considering there are more than 5000 water wells and 200 drilling equipment.

The report points out that annual water consumption is 3.4 billion cubic meters, whilst the renewable quantity is only 2.5 billion cubic meters. This implies only 133 cubic meters allotted for an individual in Yemen, in comparison to 1250 cubic meters in other Middle East countries and 7500 cubic meters on average in the rest of the world.

The report warns of a serious deterioration of the water situation if current consumption levels are maintained based on the exploitation of underground water reservoir. 

It is expected that the current quota for a Yemeni citizen will drop to 70 cubic meters in 2025 as the drop of underground reserved water in Sana’a alone reaches 6-8 meters per annum.  

http://www.yementimes.com/article.shtml?i=757&p=local&a=7
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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F R I D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Sudanese rebel leaders in Darfur agree to start political negotiations – UN

*
UN human rights expert urges funding for Liberia to consolidate stability

*
Iraq: UN announces multi-million dollar plan to restore ‘Garden of Eden’ marshes

*
UN adviser urges dialogue, not polarization, for Venezuela’s political actors

*
UN refugee agency criticizes Italy’s expulsion of African asylum seekers

*
Humanitarian crisis looms over Bangladesh as flooding continues, UN warns

*
Global Compact Centre in Barcelona to promote corporate citizenship – UN

*
Rebuilt Mostar Bridge inaugurated by UN as symbol of Balkan reconciliation

* * * *

Sudan

23 July – The leadership of two rebel groups in Sudan’s Darfur region today agreed to take part in substantive negotiations to resolve the political dispute that has led what is widely considered the world’s worst humanitarian crisis.

The breakthrough follows a day of talks in Geneva with officials from the African Union (AU) and the United Nations, including Mohamed Sahnoun, the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser on Africa, according to a UN spokesman.

AU and UN officials will now discuss with the Sudanese Government exactly where and when substantive talks can take place between Khartoum and the leaders of the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM) and the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM).

Thousands of people have died and at least 1.2 million people have fled their homes after more than a year of fighting between Sudanese Government forces, allied Janjaweed militias and the SPLM and JEM.

Spokesman Fred Eckhard said the Security Council is also circulating and discussing, at experts’ level, the contents of a draft resolution on Sudan that aims to end Janjaweed attacks against civilians and improve security.

In another development, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative on Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs), Francis Deng, will tomorrow start a week-long visit to Sudan to assess the situation in Darfur and in the south, where a separate, long-running civil war is considered to be nearing an end thanks to fruitful peace talks in Kenya.

Mr. Deng will hold meetings in Khartoum and also tour several IDP camps in Darfur, a remote region in western Sudan roughly equal in size to France.

Meanwhile, UN humanitarian agencies say they remain $203 million short of the funding needed to provide relief for the rest of the year to an estimated 2 million people affected by the conflict in Darfur.

The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said it has so far received less than 40 per cent of the amount it requested in earlier appeals for Sudan and neighbouring Chad, where more than 180,000 refugees currently live.

OCHA said there are continuing reports that Janjaweed militias, who are mainly Arab, are harassing IDPs – who are mostly black African – at camps in South and North Darfur.

The Janjaweed already stand accused of killing and raping countless civilians, poisoning wells and destroying homes during attacks against villages across Darfur. Secretary-General Kofi Annan has previously said these attacks “bordered on ethnic cleansing.”

UN relief workers operating in North Darfur have been advised by UN security officers to travel in two-vehicle convoys on certain roads to avoid attacks from the Janjaweed.

UN humanitarian agencies and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) are continuing to install latrines and clean water facilities and distributing food and emergency supplies across Darfur and Chad.

The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) also announced it is sending officials to eastern Chad today to talk to local authorities about the agency’s concerns about security levels in nine refugee camps.

Two refugees from Darfur were killed yesterday at Farchana camp after Chadian Government forces tried to quell a recent wave of violent unrest at some of the camps.

* * *

Liberia

23 July – A United Nations human rights expert on Liberia today urged the international community to help the country bolster its core institutions – especially the police and the judiciary – to consolidate stability and prevent a return to chaos.

Back from a visit last month to the West African country, Charlotte Abaka, the Commission on Human Rights’ Independent Expert on Liberia, told reporters in New York that the security situation has “greatly improved” thanks to the deployment of the UN peacekeeping mission (UNMIL), but that “very serious concerns” persist.

“To have sustainable peace, to be able to protect civilians from human rights violations, there are certain institutions that have to be there,” she said, calling for priority attention to a restructured police force – an initiative which is being “seriously constrained” from a lack of financial resources.

An effectively functioning judiciary is also “extremely important,” she said, but currently only one court is operating in Liberia. “As of now, criminals who are arrested have to be let go after two days because they cannot be prosecuted by the courts, and that creates a serious insecurity situation in Liberia with the consequent human rights violations one can envisage,” Ms. Abaka said.

She appealed to the international community to make good on promises made at a donor conference in February. On that occasion, countries meeting at the UN pledged $520 million to help Liberia to meet a host of reconstruction and humanitarian needs, including disarming fighters, creating jobs, rebuilding the country’s infrastructure and stopping the spread of HIV/AIDS.

The process of disarming, demobilizing, reintegrating and rehabilitating ex-soldiers is also extremely important, the expert said. “After over 10 years of conflict – there are men and women, and unfortunately also children – that have fought,” she pointed out. “These former combatants have known only lives of violence.”

With unemployment in Liberia at 35 per cent, she stressed the critical need to help those affected. “The real danger is if they remain idle, they can regroup not only to destabilize Liberia but the whole of the sub-region,” she warned.

With Liberians scheduled to go to the polls in October 2005, she warned that “if programmes are not put in place to establish sustainable protective institutions, it will be extremely difficult to conduct free and fair elections” at that time.

In another development, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) today reported UN agencies are working to set up a permanent presence throughout Liberia.

But in evidence of the funding problem, a $23 million budget shortfall is threatening the planned launch of the repatriation programme by the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). Slated to begin this October, the three-year plan aims to repatriate 100,000 Liberians in 2004, 150,000 in 2005 and some 50,000 in 2006.

* * *
Iraq 

23 July – The United Nations today announced an $11 million project to help restore the marshlands of southern Iraq, considered by some to be the site of the Biblical Garden of Eden, after they were massively damaged by dams on the Tigris and Euphrates rivers and a vast drainage operation carried out by the ousted regime of Saddam Hussein.

The project, funded by Japan, will support sustainable development through environmentally sound technologies, safe drinking water, sanitation and pilot wetland restoration for the Marsh Arabs, heirs to the 5,000-year-old civilization of the Babylonians and Sumerians, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) said.

In 2001, UNEP released satellite images showing that 90 per cent of these fabled wetlands, home to rare and unique species like the Sacred Ibis and African darter, and a spawning ground for fisheries, had been lost. Further studies released in 2003 showed that an additional 3 per cent, or 325 square kilometres, had gone. Experts feared the entire wetlands could disappear entirely by 2008.

The marshlands of Mesopotamia constitute the largest wetland ecosystem in the Middle East and Western Eurasia and are widely considered to be culturally significant.

UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said the agency has long been documenting their destruction and alerting the world to their demise. “I am, therefore, delighted that the Japanese Government has stepped in to support a new beginning for the Marshlands and the Marsh Arabs,” he said.

With the collapse of the former regime in mid-2003, local residents began opening floodgates and breaching embankments to bring water back into the marshlands. Satellite images indicate that by April this year around a fifth, or 3,000 square kilometres, had been re-flooded. The challenge now is to restore the environment and provide clean water and sanitation services for up to 85,000 people living there. 

A recent UN inter-agency survey found that most of the Marsh Arabs are collecting water directly from the marshlands. Many settlements lack basic sanitation with waste water draining into the street or nearest stream. As a result water-borne diseases are commonplace.

The new project will initially target around a dozen settlements with small-scale water treatment systems, some of which are likely to be solar powered. Reed beds and other marshland habitats that act as natural water-filtration systems will be restored, benefiting not only local residents but also providing new habitats for birds and other key wildlife.

* * *

Venezuela

23 July – A United Nations adviser today urged Venezuela’s political actors to move away from the polarization that has prevailed in the period leading up to next month’s recall referendum on President Hugo Chavez.

In remarks to the press in Caracas, Diego Cordovez, the Special Adviser on Latin American Issues for Secretary-General Kofi Annan, urged the parties to move instead towards a dialogue to ensure a broadly acceptable constitutional and political solution.

Mr. Cordovez, who wrapped up his mission to Venezuela today, arrived in the country earlier this week to follow first-hand the latest developments regarding the referendum scheduled for 15 August.

During his visit, he met with representatives from the Government, opposition, media, civil society and other international players.

The UN will not be sending observers for the referendum.

* * *

Italy

23 July – The United Nations refugee agency today wrote to the Italian authorities criticizing the expulsion of a group of African asylum seekers at the centre of an international furore and voicing strong concern over the apparent disregard for accepted international and European standards and for the fundamental elements of due process.

“Irrespective of whether or not these people were indeed all from Ghana and Nigeria, and whether or not they were refugees or people trying to enter Europe for other reasons, we are very concerned at the manner in which their cases have been dealt with,” UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) Director for Europe Raymond Hall said.

The whole unfortunate episode, which at various points threatened to embroil three states - Italy, Germany and Malta - in complex legal disputes, underlines the clear need for the European Union to adopt measures to ensure better burden-sharing among states, the agency said.

A group of 25 out of 37 people picked up in the Mediterranean by a ship belonging to the German non-governmental organization (NGO) Cap Anamur in late June was flown out of Rome to Ghana yesterday. Five others had earlier been deported to Nigeria. While UNHCR applauded Italy’s decision to permit disembarkation on humanitarian grounds, it regretted serious flaws in the subsequent handling of the asylum claims. Initial reports said the group were Sudanese but later reports indicated they were from Ghana and Nigeria.

Noting that diplomats from several possible countries of origin, including Sudan, were apparently brought to see the group shortly after they disembarked, the agency added: “Exposing possible refugees to a representative of the government that may be responsible for their flight is contrary to basic refugee protection principles.”

It also pointed out that despite strong pressure to deny asylum, the five-member Central Commission, which carries out refugee status determination in Italy and includes UNHCR in an advisory role, recommended that 22 of the 37 be allowed to stay for humanitarian reasons while another 14 were rejected. But most, if not all, of the 22 were deported yesterday, even though the procedure undertaken by the Commission to revise its original decisions was not yet formalized.

Since Monday, UNHCR was not able to obtain access to the group and its requests for information were left unanswered, the agency added.

“Acceptable standards for the treatment of asylum claims must be upheld in all instances,” Mr. Hall said. “In this particular case, several aspects of the process fall short of international and European norms, including absolute minimum standards laid down in the recently agreed EU directive on asylum procedures. The politicization of these cases on all sides was also very unfortunate. We hope to be able to collaborate with the Italian authorities to ensure that, in future, asylum procedures include appropriate safeguards.”

* * *

Bangladesh

23 July – Unceasing heavy rains in Bangladesh have prevented water levels from dropping, leading to continued flooding as well as the potential for a major humanitarian crisis, the United Nations warned today.

A spokesman for the UN World Food Programme (WFP) voiced particular concern about the upcoming high tide in the Bay of Bengal, which would considerably limit the outflow of flood water into the sea.

With that expected in early August, a serious humanitarian crisis could break out in a matter of weeks in the area, Simon Pluess told a press briefing in Geneva. The agency was also concerned about the current food shortages in Bangladesh and their implications for the future.

Unexpected flash floods in April destroyed substantial parts of the rice crop, while flooding in July wiped out the food stocks of many households. The next rice harvest in Bangladesh is expected in 10 months.

WFP has just finished distributing a week’s supply of high-energy biscuits to 14,800 persons in three northern districts. The agency is also preparing to hand out some 3,000 tons of rice through several non-governmental organizations (NGOs) in north and central Bangladesh.

* * *

Global Compact

23 July – Forum Barcelona – a public-private partnership to advance sustainable development, cultural diversity and peace-building – has announced its backing for the Global Compact initiative of United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan that promotes better corporate practices around the world.

The announcement came yesterday in Barcelona, Spain, at the end of a four-day meeting on “The Role of Corporations in the 21st Century” and also heralded the establishment of a Global Compact Centre.

The Centre will work with the various Global Compact country networks around the world to boost the initiative’s 10 principles, which involve protecting human rights, upholding basic labour standards, respecting the environment and fighting corruption.

Launched in 2000, the Compact has grown from 50 companies to the nearly 1,500 that participate today, making it the largest voluntary “corporate responsibility” initiative in the world.

The “Universal Forum of Cultures in Barcelona 2004,” which opened in May and runs through September, will investigate such topics as globalization, sustainable development, cultural diversity, spirituality, freedom and peace.

Among the speakers that have appeared or are scheduled to take part in the Forum are Mikhail Gorbachev, the Dalai Lama, Iranian Nobel Peace Laureate Shirin Ebadi, Swiss theologian Hans Küng and South African Member of Parliament and winner of the Community of Christ International Peace Award Ela Gandhi.

* * *

Mostar Bridge

23 July – The iconic Old Bridge of Mostar, which for centuries was among the most famous sites in the Balkans before being destroyed in 1993 in the war that engulfed the former Yugoslavia, was re-inaugurated today by United Nations and local officials as a symbol of reconciliation and human solidarity in a broken land. 

Flanked by two fortified towers, the single hump-backed Ottoman arch – four metres wide, 30 metres long and constructed of 456 white stone blocks between 1557 and 1566 – collapsed into the waters of the Neretva River after being hit by heavy shells during the fighting in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The bridge was destroyed for its symbolic value. For this same reason the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) pledged to rebuild it. Just four months after its collapse the agency called for its reconstruction. 

Today UNESCO Director-General Koïchiro Matsuura and the chairman of Bosnia and Herzegovina’s tripartite presidency, Sulejman Tihic, inaugurated the restored span in the presence of leaders from southeastern Europe and other top European political figures. 

“We are present in Mostar in order to breathe fresh life into an exceptional heritage which, after having been used as a target, needs to become a rallying sign, a sign of recognition, the powerful symbol of a plural identity founded on mutual trust,” Mr. Matsuura said. 

In 1998, UNESCO, the World Bank and municipal authorities launched a joint appeal for the reconstruction, which was answered by five donor countries - Croatia, France, Italy, the Netherlands and Turkey - as well as the Council of Europe Development Bank. 

While the World Bank was responsible for the financial part of the project and the city of Mostar handled the disbursement of the funds, UNESCO’s main task was to ensure the technical and scientific coordination.

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

**Sudan
The Security Council is discussing a draft resolution on the Sudan at the expert level.

Meanwhile, the leadership of the two rebel movements of Darfur engaged in consultations that took place in Geneva today.  And they have agreed to participate in substantive political negotiations.

The Secretary-General’s Special Adviser, Mohammad Sahnoun, led the UN team to Geneva.

The consultations will now continue with the Government to decide on the specific venue and timing of the substantive negotiations.

**Sudan - Humanitarian
Humanitarian agencies, meanwhile, are saying that urgent funding is still needed to address the Darfur crisis. Currently, the United Nations has only 37 per cent of the funding required.  It is still calling for an additional $156 million.

The Secretary-General also made a strong appeal yesterday afternoon at his joint press encounter with US Secretary of State Colin Powell.  He asked for food, work on sanitation, logistical support, helicopters, and planes. 

He said the United Nations was appealing to governments to provide the necessary tools to do its work.  And he said, “We will continue to insist that the Government performs.”  We have a humanitarian update upstairs with more details.

Meanwhile, the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights announced that the Secretary-General’s Representative on Internally Displaced Persons, Francis M. Deng, is to visit the Sudan for a week-long visit starting tomorrow. 

**Security Council
There are no Security Council consultations scheduled for today.

The Council this morning held one private meeting with troop-contributing countries for the UN Interim Force in Lebanon, and is now holding another one with the troop-contributing countries for the UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

**Liberia
From Liberia, because of improvements in the security situation, humanitarian actors, including UN agencies, have now been given increased access to Liberia, according to the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs. 

They can now set up a permanent presence throughout the whole country. 

Meanwhile, a $23 million shortfall is threatening the planned launch of UNHCR’s repatriation programme.  Slated to begin this October, the three-year plan aims to repatriate 100,000 Liberians in 2004, 150,000 in 2005, and some 50,000 in 2006. 

**Iraq’s Marshlands – New UNEP Project
The UN Environment Programme today announced the launching of an $11 million project to restore the environment in the marshlands of Iraq, the largest wetland ecosystem in the Middle East and Western Eurasia. 

The project, funded by the Government of Japan, will support the installation of drinking water and sanitation systems in key communities and restore pilot wetlands for the benefit of people and wildlife.

The marshlands, home to a 5,000-year old civilization, were massively damaged in the late twentieth century, partly as a result of new dams on the Tigris and Euphrates river systems and partly as a result of massive drainage operations by the previous Iraqi regime.

In 2001, the UN Environment Programme released satellite images showing that 90 per cent of these fabled wetlands, home to rare and unique species and a spawning ground for Gulf fisheries, had been lost.

The challenge now is to restore the environment and provide clean water and sanitation services to the almost 85,000 people living there.

**Venezuela – Cordovez Wraps up Visit
Diego Cordovez, the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser on Latin American Issues, will be wrapping up his trip to Venezuela today. 

As we told you earlier this week, the purpose of his visit was to keep the Secretary-General abreast of the latest developments regarding the referendum scheduled for 15 August. 

Mr. Cordovez is scheduled to give a press conference at 1 p.m., New York time, at the office of the UN Development Programme in Caracas.

**UNHCR - Italy
The UN refugee agency has written today to the Italian authorities, criticizing the process that led up to yesterday’s expulsion from Italy to Ghana of 25 asylum-seekers.

UNHCR has expressed its strong concern over apparent disregard for accepted international and European standards and for fundamental elements of due process.  We have more details in today’s UNHCR briefing notes.

**Global Compact
Forum Barcelona, a public-private partnership to advance sustainable development and peace-building, has announced its support of the Global Compact and the establishment of a Global Compact Centre in Barcelona, Spain.

The Centre will work with the various Global Compact country networks around the world to increase the understanding, adopting and implementation of the Global Compact’s human rights, labour, environmental and anti-corruption principles.

**UNESCO
The OldBridge standing over the NeretvaRiver in the Bosnian city of Mostar was inaugurated today in its newly rebuilt form by UNESCO Director-General Koichiro Matsuura and the chair of Bosnia’s tripartite presidency, Sulejman Tihic.

The bridge had been destroyed in 1993 during the Bosnian war, but has been rebuilt with assistance from UNESCO, on technical and scientific coordination, and the World Bank, which helped to deal with financing the project.

Matsuura said that the bridge, having been used as a target, now needs to become a rallying sign -– “the powerful symbol of a plural identity founded on mutual trust”, he said.  We have a press release from UNESCO upstairs with more details.

**Press Conference Today
There will be one press conference today, 1:30 p.m. in this room.  Charlotte Abaka, the UN Human Rights Commission’s Independent Expert on Liberia, will be here to brief you on the human rights situation in that country.

**The Week Ahead at United Nations
And we have The Week Ahead for you to help you plan your coverage of the UN for next week.

That’s all I have for you.  Any questions?  Yes?

**Questions and Answers
Question:   Fred, the U.S. Congress last night passed a resolution calling the actions in Darfur genocide.  And I know that the Secretary-General has said the UN might look at something similar.  Can you comment on that?  And might the U.S. Congress’ actions influence the UN’s decision?

Spokesman:  No, I think, as Secretary of State Powell indicated last night, the Administration will be studying the congressional finding of yesterday.  But it’s up to the signatories or the ratifiers of the genocide Convention to decide when genocide has taken place and what action can be taken.  There is no monitoring or implementation mechanism for the genocide Convention, but the signatories are free at any time to bring a case of genocide, as they see it, before any body of the United Nations –- the Security Council or, now, the International Criminal Court.  So, those are the options open, and we’re just waiting to see whether any Member State decides to take one of those options.

The most recent thing the Secretary-General said was that -- and this was in June -- that he was not yet prepared to call it genocide.  There was clear evidence of massive violations of human rights.  And he has been calling, repeatedly, for those to be addressed, for the Sudan Government to punish and bring to justice those that had been carrying out these atrocities in the Darfur region of the Sudan.  And, of course, as I’ve already mentioned, the Security Council is now looking at a resolution that they may take action on sometime next week.  Yes, Serge?

Question:   You mentioned $156 million last year needed for the situation in the Sudan.  Did Colin Powell make any promises to donate some money yesterday?

Spokesman:  The U.S. has been the largest donor of aid for the humanitarian work in Sudan, with the U.K. close behind, and the European Union, collectively, in third place.  I think we would like to see more donations by other countries with the means to give that had not yet given.  (Interrupted)

Question:   Do you care to give the names of these countries?  Japan, for example?

Spokesman:  Well, you know who the wealthiest countries in the world are, and I’ve mentioned three that have given generously and we would like to see some support from the others.  I should also mention the Netherlands.  I believe it’s just behind the EU as a major single donor.

Thank you very much.

* *** *



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "Marshes" ��UNWire - Iraq: UN announces multi-million dollar plan to restore 'Garden of Eden' marshes�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Restoration" ��Japan Today - Japan funds restoration of Iraq's 'Garden of Eden'�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Marshlands" ��Reuters - UN to Help Iraq Restore Its Devastated Marshlands�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Japan" ��BBC Monitoring International Reports – Japan funds restoration of Iraqi Marshlands� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "MarshArabs" ��The Guardian - Marsh Arabs get £6m to restore Eden�


 � HYPERLINK  \l "Glory" ��The Independent - Marsh Arabs' ancient homeland to be restored to former glory�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Project" ��Associated Press Online - U.N. Project to Restore Iraq Marshlands*�


� HYPERLINK  \l "SouthernIraq" ��4 National News – (Northern Ireland) - Southern Iraq's marshes to be restored��� HYPERLINK  \l "UN" ��Radio Free Europe - UN Launches Project To Restore Iraq's Marshlands�


� HYPERLINK  \l "UnitedNations" ��Boston Globe - United Nations announces $11 million project to help restore marshlands in southern Iraq� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "ProjectRestore" ��Washington Post.com - U.N. Project to Restore Iraq Marshlands� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Biblicalland" ��Chicago Sun Times - U.N. aims to restore Iraq wetlands in biblical land�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Iraqimarshland" ��Kansas City Star - Iraqi marshlands to be restored�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Iraqmarshlands" ��Times Daily (Alabahma)- U.N. Project to Restore Iraq Marshlands�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Help" ��WTNH.com -  UN-Iraq-Wetlands -United Nations announces $11 million project to help restore marshlands in southern Iraq�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Eden" ��Scienceblog.com - Multi-million dollar plan to restore Iraq's 'Garden of Eden' marshes�


� HYPERLINK  \l "GardenofEden" ��Xinhua News Agency - UN launches project to restore "Garden of Eden" marshes in Iraq�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Launch" ��Islamonline - UN Launches Project To Save Iraq's Marshlands � 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Mission" ��The East African Standard - How the UN has failed in its mission�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Contaminantes" ��Universia.cl - El Convenio de Estocolmo sobre contaminantes analizaron en la Universidad Santa María�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Climate" ��Australian Financial Review - Flaws in climate-change research need fixing;�


*Also published in Dallas Morning News
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