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Depleted uranium still haunts Balkans By Alex Kirby 
BBC News Online environment correspondent 

Depleted uranium (DU) ammunition used by Nato in the mid-1990s in Bosnia-Herzegovina is still polluting air and water there, the UN reports. 
It says there is no cause for alarm, but urges precautions and regular monitoring. 

Its study has made significant advances in understanding how DU behaves in the environment. 

The UN says DU used in Iraq will probably behave in the same way, and needs watching closely. 

Coalition forces fighting in Iraq have already used DU ammunition there. 

DU is a heavy metal, 1.7 times as dense as lead. It is ideal for punching through armour, and is used mainly for attacking tanks and other armoured targets. 

The UK Ministry of Defence (MoD), the Pentagon and Nato say it poses little risk on the battlefield or subsequently, though they say troops entering vehicles struck by DU munitions should wear protective clothing. 

Cause for concern 
The MoD website says: "We recognise that there could be a small risk to our service personnel from DU dust if they work unprotected close to a vehicle recently hit by DU ammunition." 

If DU is used in Iraq I think the consequences will be similar 
Pekka Haavisto, Unep 

But the UN has found contamination in Bosnia-Herzegovina from weapons used there in 1994 and 1995. 

Its findings are detailed in a report, Depleted Uranium In Bosnia And Herzegovina, published by the UN Environment Programme's Post-Conflict Assessment Unit (PCAU). 

Dr Klaus Toepfer, Unep's executive director, said: "These findings must not be seen as a cause for alarm. 

"Nevertheless, we recommend that precautions be taken and in particular that ground and drinking water at and near sites where the presence of DU has been confirmed be monitored regularly." 

The "new and significant findings" identified by the study are: ground contamination occurs at low levels where solid fragments of DU have penetrated, and is limited to about one or two metres around point of impact the fragments have corroded rapidly, losing 25% of their mass within seven years. They will corrode completely within 25-35 years of impact this is the first time DU contamination of groundwater has been found. Unep recommends using alternative water sources, with sampling continuing for several years air contamination was found at two separate sites, including inside two buildings, showing that winds or human activities can disturb DU dust long after the event. The study recommends collecting DU fragments, covering contaminated points with asphalt or clean soil, proper disposal of DU material, keeping records of contaminated sites, and investigating all health claims. 

It also wants the missing coordinates of six confirmed attack sites in Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

It is based on the work of experts who investigated 15 sites targeted with DU weapons. Unep chose the sites from data provided by Nato and local authorities. 

The team found contamination and fragments at three sites - the Hadzici tank repair base and ammunition storage area, and the Han Pijesak barracks. 

Risks unproven 
Unep says local people and even mine clearance teams "are not sufficiently aware of the risks and issues", and urges a public awareness campaign. 

The World Health Organisation (WHO), part of the team, concluded that, "due to the lack of a proper cancer registry and reporting system, claims of an increase in the rates of adverse health effects stemming from DU cannot be substantiated". 

Unep says: "The existing scientific data... indicate that it is highly unlikely that DU could be associated with any of the reported health problems." 

But Pekka Haavisto, who chairs Unep's DU projects, told BBC News Online: "There are no very comprehensive cancer data, especially from the war years. 

"We've always said that if people did inhale the dust for several hours during an attack, you could have a health risk. 

"We're a bit concerned to find that we can now measure DU in groundwater, and finding the dust on artillery in the barracks was uncomfortable. 

"If DU is used in Iraq I think the consequences will be similar. It's something that should be followed very closely." 

The allied forces fired at least 300 tonnes of DU in the 1991 Gulf war. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

UNWIRE

BOSNIA: UNEP Finds Depleted Uranium In Water, Air 

The U.N. Environment Program today released a report indicating depleted uranium from weapons used in Bosnia and Herzegovina in 1994-95 has contaminated drinking water and air.

UNEP called the contamination levels very low and said they do not immediately threaten human health or the environment. UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said the findings "must not be seen as cause for alarm" but recommended "that precautions be taken and, in particular, that ground and drinking water -- at and near sites where the presence of DU has been confirmed -- be monitored regularly."

The report includes four main findings: that ground contamination occurs at depleted uranium penetrator impact points but is limited to areas of only a few square meters; that buried penetrators are corroding rapidly and will be completely corroded within 35 years; that depleted uranium has contaminated groundwater in Bosnia and Herzegovina as corroding penetrators allowed depleted uranium to permeate soil and, ultimately, water; and that depleted uranium has been suspended anew in the air at certain sites because of wind and human activity.

UNEP recommended that alternative water sources be used where depleted uranium is found and that sampling and measurements continue for several years, that penetrators still buried be collected, that contamination points be covered with clean soil or asphalt, that all health claims be investigated and that the coordinates of six confirmed attack sites in the country be retrieved (UNEP release, March 25).

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Financial Times (London)

March 26, 2003, Wednesday London Edition 1

 UN warns on Bosnia uranium 

Depleted uranium weapons used in Bosnia in the mid-1990s have contaminated water supplies at one site

      and in two places can still be found in dust particles in the air, the United Nations environment

      programme said yesterday. However, Unep said contamination levels were very low and did not pose an

      immediate risk to health or the environment. 

      Klaus Topfer, Unep's executive director, said there was no cause for alarm but Unep is recommending

      measures to decontaminate buildings, clean up sites where DU weaponry was used, and make use of

      alternative water sources.

      The Unep report said DU was highly unlikely to be responsible for reports of increased cancers and other

      adverse health effects. Depleted uranium is used in armour-piercing weapons. Frances Williams, Geneva

      http://postconflict.unep.ch

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Agence France Presse

March 25, 2003 Tuesday 12:21 PM Eastern Time

 Traces of war-related uranium found in Bosnia: UN

            Traces of depleted uranium have been found in three sites hit in Bosnia by the NATO air strikes of the

      1990's, a report from the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) said Tuesday, urging local authorities in

      the Balkan country to undertake decontamination measures.

      The presence of depleted uranium (DU), used in armour-piercing western munitions, was confirmed in a

      former tank repair factory and an ammunition storage facility in the Sarajevo suburb of Hadzici and in an

      artillery storage in Han Pijesak in eastern Bosnia, the report said.

      "None of the sites showed signs of widespread contamination of the ground surface," it said. 

      The report presents findings of DU testing conducted by a 17-member UNEP team last October at 15 sites

      across the country. The team took and tested some 130 samples of soil, water, air and other substances

      from the sites.

      "The only risk of any potential significance would be though touching contamination point, thereby

      contaminating the body," the report said.

      There are "tens" of DU ammunition fragments found on the ground at the three sites, Pekka Haavisto, the

      UNEP team leader, said.

      The report recommended decontamination of the sites by local authorities.

      It stressed that NATO coordinates of six other DU-attack sites in vicinity of Sarajevo were "still missing" and "should be disclosed to the Bosnia-Hercegovina authorities without delay."

      It is highly likely that majority of DU ammunition hit the ground and remained hidden under the surface,

      where it "may constitute a risk of future groundwater and drinking water contamination," the report said,

      suggesting annual testing of underground water.

      According to NATO, each of the two areas -- Hadzici and Han Pijesak -- was hit by 200 depleted uranium

      shells.

      During air strikes against Bosnian Serbs in 1994 and 1995 Bosnia was hit by a total of three tonnes of

      depleted uranium NATO shells.

      In early 2001 many NATO and non-NATO countries raised concern over a possible link between the use of  depleted uranium munitions in the Balkans and increased cancer rates among soldiers who had taken part in

      peacekeeping operations in Bosnia and the Serbian province of Kosovo.

      A NATO committee has said that scientific and medical research has so far not shown any link between

      depleted uranium and reported health problems.

      However, UNEP has warned that slightly radioactive and toxic DU may have a long-term negative effect if

      carried close to the body or if DU dust has been inhaled, which may cause kidney problems.

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Deutsche Presse-Agentur

March 25, 2003, Tuesday  

UNEP confirms depleted uranium hotspots in Bosnia

      The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) representatives confirmed Tuesday in Sarajevo

      that depleted uranium from weapons used in Bosnia in 1994 and 1995 has contaminated certain sites, but

      there is no risk to the environment.

      UNEP started its investigation in Bosnia-Herzegovina in November last year and has found that the "supplies of drinking water at one site has been contaminated as well as dust particles suspended in the air" according to Chairman of the UNEP Depleted Uranium Task Force Pekka Haavisto. 

      Haavisto said that the contamination was confirmed at two different military locations in the Sarajevo

      suburb of Hadzici, which was controlled by Bosnian Serbs during the war, and in the Bosnian Serb army

      premises in the eastern town of Han Pijesak, both targeted by NATO during its strikes against Bosnian Serb troops in 1995.

      The UNEP experts, however, said that the recorded contamination levels have been very low and have not

      presented immediate radioactive or toxic risks for the environment or human health.

      Together with the Bosnia-Herzegovina's government, UNEP launched the 300,000 U.S. dollar inquiry last

      year to investigate any possible pollution by the depleted uranium used by NATO here during the country's

      1992-1995 war.

      A condition, known as the Balkan Syndrome came to light three years ago when several Italian and Belgian soldiers, who were serving with the NATO troops in Bosnia and Kosovo, died from leukemia, believed to be  caused by depleted uranium used in NATO's ammunition during its strikes against Serb troops in the region.

      According to Bosnian health experts, the number of people, especially children, suffering from leukemia have significantly increased in Bosnia.

      Drastic increase of leukemia, reaching usual annual average in only first two months of this year, however,

      was not directly linked with the depleted uranium. dpa zl cu

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Business Line

March 25, 2003

 Water privatisation: reaching epidemic proportions

There are concerns that a handful of private companies could soon control a large chunk of the world's most

      vital resource. While the companies portray the expansion of private water as the natural response to a

      growing water shortage crisis, thoughtful observers point out the self-serving pitfalls of this approach, says

      Pratap Ravindran.

      THE privatisation of water in India is barrelling ahead in spite of mounting evidence - especially from the

      Africa - that it leads to epidemics. Analysts cite the case of Dolphin Coast in South Africa where local

      councils had, in 1988, commercialised water and compelled local residents to pay the full cost of drinking

      water.

      In August 2000, when cholera broke out in Dolphin Coast, civic officials dismissed it as just a sporadic

      outbreak - one among many in the area. But it turned out to be the worst cholera epidemic in South Africa's

      history, infecting over 25,000 people and killing about 300 before it wound down in January 2002. 

      According to Mr David Hemson, a social scientist commissioned by the government to investigate the causes of the cholera outbreak, making people pay the full cost of drinking water was "the direct cause." Millions of  poor people simply could not afford to pay the rate charged for drinking water and were, therefore,

      compelled to find water in streams, ponds and lakes polluted with manure and human waste.

      A report generated after a year-long investigation undertaken by the International Consortium of

      Investigative Journalists (ICIJ), a project of the Centre for Public Integrity, has blamed such outbreaks on

      "an aggressive group of utility companies, primarily European, that are attempting to privatise the world's

      drinking water with the help of the World Bank and other international financial institutions."

      The report noted: "... the days of a free glass of water are over, in the view of these companies, which

      have a public relations campaign to accompany their sales pitch. On a global scale, and in many developing  nations, water is a scarce, valuable and clearly marketable commodity. 'People who don't pay don't treat  water as a very precious resource,' one executive said. 'Of course, it is.'"

      The investigation revealed that the world's three largest water companies, France's Suez and Vivendi

      Environnement, and British-based Thames Water, owned by Germany's RWE AG, have since 1990 expanded

      into every region of the world. Three other companies - Saur of France, and United Utilities of England

      working in conjunction with Bechtel of the US - have also successfully secured major international drinking water contracts. But their size pales in comparison to that of the big three.

      While private companies still run only about five per cent of the world's waterworks, their growth over the

      last several years has been enormous. In 1990, about 51 million people got their water from private

      companies, according to water analysts. That figure is now more than 300 million.

      The ICIJ investigation, which tracked the operations of the six most globally active water companies over a

      12-year period, showed that by 2002, they ran drinking water distribution networks in at least 56 countries

      and two territories. In 1990, they had been active in only about a dozen countries.

      Revenue growth, according to corporate annual reports reviewed by ICIJ, has tracked with the companies'

      overseas expansion. Vivendi Universal, the parent of Vivendi Environnement, reported earning over $ 5 billion in water-related revenue in 1990; by 2002 that had increased to over $ 12 billion. RWE, which moved into

      the world water market with its acquisition of Britain's Thames Water, increased its water revenue a

      whopping 9,786 per cent - from $ 25 million in 1990 to $ 2.5 billion in fiscal 2002.

      This explosive growth rate has raised concerns that a handful of private companies could soon control a

      large chunk of the world's most vital resource. While the companies portray the expansion of private water

      as the natural response to a growing water shortage crisis, thoughtful observers point out the self-serving

      pitfalls of this approach.

      "We must be extremely careful not to impose market forces on water because there are many more

      decisions that go into managing water - there are environmental decisions, social-culture decisions," says Mr  David Boys of the UK-based Public Services International. "If you commodify water and bring in market

      forces which will control it, and sideline any other concern other than profit, you are going to lose the ability  to control it."

      ICIJ quotes Mr Ricardo Petrella, professor at the Catholic University of Louvain, in France, and an advisor to  the European Union on Science and Technology, as saying that water companies, seeing profit in the crisis,

      are using current fears over the scarcity of clean water to advance their financial interests.

      "Water has become important for capital because water is increasingly characterised by a crisis of scarcity.

      And scarcity is the basis of modern capitalism."

      The ICIJ investigation further indicated that these companies have often worked closely with the World

      Bank, lobbying governments and international trade and standards organisations for changes in legislation

      and trade agreements to force the privatisation of public waterworks.

      So far, privatisation has been concentrated in poorer countries where the World Bank has used its financial

      leverage to force governments to privatise their water utilities in exchange for loans.

      According to the United Nations, about 1.5 billion people do not have access to safe drinking water. It

      predicts that by 2025 two-thirds of the world's population will experience shortages of clean water. Experts

      claim enormous financial resources will have to be expended to meet this need.

      The World Bank has not only been a principal financer of privatisation, it has also increasingly made its loans conditional on local governments privatising their waterworks. The ICIJ study of 276 World Bank water      supply loans from 1990 to 2002 showed that 30 per cent required privatisation.

      In major water privatisations around the world - such as Buenos Aires, Manila and Jakarta - the ICIJ

      investigation showed that the World Bank flexed its financial muscle to persuade governments to tender

      long-term waterworks concessions to the major private companies.

      The investigation further revealed that the bank advised the countries on how to privatise their waterworks

      and often helped finance the privatisation process.

      Dependence on the World Bank appears to be increasing. There is rising concern among the companies that capital markets are not open to them because water is such a volatile political issue and many poorer

      countries have unstable local currencies.

      The bank claims its policy of privatisation alleviates poverty by bringing management efficiency and private  capital to developing countries whose cash-starved water utilities are usually in a mess. The bank argues that private companies succeed in bypassing the usual bureaucratic morass and political cronyism and      corruption that corrodes so many public utilities in poorer countries.

      While it is clear that considerable improvements have been brought to many waterworks as a result of

      privatisation, in many cases, the companies put in relatively little capital of their own, relying primarily on

      loans from the World Bank and related international financial institutions to help cover costs of repairing and expanding waterworks networks.

      There is, however, evidence that if the World Bank applied the same energy and money to improving local

      utilities, while allowing them to maintain control of their water systems, the local utility would actually

      perform better than private companies.

      Low watermarks

      ABOUT 1.1 billion people lack access to clean drinking water.

      About 2.4 billion people lack access to sanitation. Most are in Africa and Asia.

      Roughly one-third of the global population lives in countries with moderate-to-high water stress. Water

      stress occurs when water consumption exceeds 10 per cent of renewable freshwater resources.

      West Asia faces the severest threat. More than 90 per cent of the population in the region lives under

      severe water stress.

      About 80 countries, comprising about 40 per cent of the world's population, had experienced serious water

      shortages by the mid-1990s.

      In less than 25 years, two-thirds of the world's population will live in water stressed conditions.

      Two billion people (about one-third the world's population) depend on groundwater. Countries around the

      world - including parts of India, China, West Asia, the Arabian Peninsula, the former Soviet Union and the

      western US - face rapidly depleting groundwater resources.

      The cost of ensuring universal access to water by 2015 is projected to be $ 30 billion a year.

      Pratap Ravindran

      (Source: United Nations Environment Programme, GEO-Global Environment Outlook 3: Past, Present and

      Future Perspectives)

_______________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

State-of-the-art environment satellite installed

 Reissue, correcting source from the EastAfrican web site to East African Standard web site; also correcting

      processing indicator from text to excerpt

      Kenya and the East African region recently benefited from the installation of a state-of-the-art environment

      satellite at the United Nations HQ in Gigiri, Nairobi.

      The Nairobi station joins other satellite stations in Antarctica, Surinam, Greenland, Spitzbergen, Sweden and Germany. 

      The new equipment, being the first ever in Africa, will unravel the fate of ozone damaging chemicals

      produced in the East African region from both human-made and natural sources. The initiative follows

      realization that high-energy ultraviolet sunlight passing through the ozone layer mixes with human-made

      pollution from cars, factories and other sources to form harmful smog that can prove fatal for vulnerable

      people such as asthmatic and heart patients...

      While presiding over the official launch, United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) Executive

      Director Dr Klaus Toepfer said the high-tech station will help monitor harmful radiation getting to the earth's  surface as a result of an eroded ozone layer. Toepfer said: "The satellite can detect ozone emitted from the  East African part of the tropics and formed from sources such as industry, transport, agriculture and burning  of biomass."...

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Africa News 

March 25, 2003 Tuesday 

      Satellite Installed At Nairobi UN Headquarters 

Kenya and the East African region recently benefited from the installation of a state-of-the-art environment

      satellite at the United Nations headquarters in Gigiri, Nairobi. 

      The Nairobi station joins other satellite stations in Antarctica, Surinam, Greenland, Spitzbergen, Sweden and  Germany. The new equipment, being the first ever in Africa, will unravel the fate of ozone damaging

      chemicals produced in the East African region from both human-made and natural sources. 

      The initiative follows realisation that high-energy ultraviolet sunlight passing through the ozone layer mixes  with human-made pollution from cars, factories and other sources to form harmful smog that can prove fatal for vulnerable people such as asthmatic and heart patients. 

      Scientists say between 25 and 35 km above our heads, the ozone layer which protects us from the harmful

      rays of the sun, has been continuously destroyed by certain chemicals produced by mankind including

      chloroflourocarbons. 

      While presiding over the official launch, Uninted Nations Environment Programme (Unep) Executive Director,  Dr Klaus Toepfer, said the high-tech station will help monitor harmful radiation getting to the earth's surface  as a result of an eroded ozone layer. 

      Toepfer said: "The satellite can detect ozone emitted from the East African part of the Tropics and formed

      from sources such as industry, transport, agriculture and burning of biomass. 

      Ozone is a curious chemical. In the upper atmosphere, known as the stratosphere, it acts as a shield,

      protecting life on earth from damaging levels of solar radiation. In the lower atmosphere, or the troposphere,  small amounts are helpful, acting as detergents to clean the air." 

      Toepfer said lack or limited knowledge on the amount of such pollution in the stratosphere and troposphere

      poses an imminent threat to human life. _______________________________________________________________________________________

AFX Global Ethics Monitor Summary

       Here is a selection of stories available today on the Global Ethics Monitor (GEM), a new service from AFP  and AFX News.

          Full text of the following stories and access to other stories and archives are available to AFX GEM

      subscribers on www.globalethicsmonitor.com (Information:sales@globalethicsmonitor.com)

           Shareholders opposing genetically-modified (GM) foods used Starbucks Corp's annual meeting on

      Tuesday to push the coffee chain to label GM products, putting forward a resolution that received less than

      6 percent of shareholder votes.

           Corporate commitment to sustainable development -- which combines economic growth, social progress  and protection of the environment -- remains uncertain, even if the world of business, in the face of its critics, believes that real change is underway.

           Yum! Brands, Inc., the owner of fast food chains KFC and Taco Bell, said Tuesday it has appointed a

      corporate governance and public relations specialist to its board of directors.

           Corporations and governments must now focus on further reducing carbon dioxide emissions, creating

      water saving technologies and reducing toxic waste, United Nations Environment Program Director

      General Klaus Toepfer said on Tuesday.

           Attorneys representing a group of African-Americans who claim they were denied loans by

      DaimlerChrysler based on their race and neighborhood said Tuesday they have expanded the suit to include several Hispanic customers in the Chicago area. 

      A human rights group that has convinced 39 US retailers to stop selling clothes made in Myanmar said

      Tuesday that recent government statistics showing a 27 percent drop in US clothing imports from Myanmar last year show their campaign is working.

           Private-sector investors need the UK government to send clearer signals about its long-term commitment   to renewable energy if they are to inject serious cash into tidal and wind energy projects, campaigners and industry experts said Tuesday.

      Socially responsible investor Pax World Funds, which does not buy shares of weapons manufacturers, said

      Tuesday its investors can opt to donate a percent of their fund dividends to a relief group giving aid to the

      Iraqi people.

           The technology industry should do more to prevent excessive pollution and companies in the sector can

      profit from taking environmental action, STMicroelectronics president and chief executive Pasquale Pistorio said Tuesday.

           A coalition of community activists are planning to protest on Wednesday CNN's coverage of the US war against Iraq, saying that the 24-hour cable channel's reports on the conflict leave out images of injured

      civilians and other footage seen by viewers in other countries.

           New legislation aimed at increasing flexible work practices in UK companies could cause divisions in the  workplace as childless employees or those with children outside the specified age bracket eye benefits

      offered to other parents, according to a report released Tuesday.

          etw/djp  For more information and to contact AFX: www.afxnews.com and

      www.afxpress.com

_______________________________________________________________________________________PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=Environment"

 Agence France Presse

March 25, 2003 Tuesday 11:11 AM Eastern Time

 Water cuts, burning oil wells pose "serious" health risk for Iraqis: UN

Air pollution from burning oil wells in Iraq and water supply cuts around the country present a serious health

      risk for the local population, an expert from the UN Environment Program warned Tuesday.

      "We can generally say that the burning of the oil wells in the south or around Baghdad is a big concern for

      public health," UNEP representative Pekka Haavisto told reporters here. 

      "People inhale on a daily basis very unclean air," he said.

      On Friday, the British army said Iraq had set fire to seven oil wells in the country's south as US and British

      troops launched massive air and ground attacks against regime of Iraqi President Saddam Hussein.

      "Such air pollution affects lungs, and it can, in an extreme way, increase health problems ... and can

      increase cancer rates," Haavisto warned.

      In addition, the water supply cuts in some towns in Iraq, notably in Basra, "could really become a health and hygiene problem very soon," Haavisto said.

      According to UNEP, earlier data from Iraqi cities and towns, including Baghdad, showed "there wasn't proper treatment of waste waters and the (population's) health was already in danger," he added.

      "The overall environmental degradation is a serious risk in Iraq," he said, blaming in part effects of the

      earlier, 1991 Gulf War and noting that with limited resources Iraq "hasn't paid attention to environmental

      issues".

      "And now, when you add the newest conflict to that, environmental deterioration certainly is a concern," he said, stressing that "international help is needed" in Iraq.

      Haavisto was in Sarajevo heading a UNEP team studying the effects of depleted uranium by the US-led

      allies forces in the Balkans' wars in the 1990s.

_______________________________________________________________________________________



IRAQ:

Radioactive 'Silver Bullets' - Depleted Uranium Use by U.S. Forces 
Cristina Hernández-Espinoza - Tierramérica* 
SAN FRANCISCO, Mar 25 (IPS) - The hundreds of tanks that are leading the way for the invading forces in Iraq, part of the largest U.S. offensive since Vietnam, are carrying a dangerous metal that has triggered alarm among environmentalists around the world: depleted uranium. 
In the 1991 Gulf War, the United States debuted this element, considered the champion of munitions. Known as the ”silver bullet” for its high density and low cost, it allows a tank to fire from a distance but achieve penetration while remaining out of reach of enemy fire. 

But in parallel to its formidable capacities in war, depleted uranium is also blamed for some frightful environmental and health impacts. 

The Iraqis say the metal is responsible for rendering their lands infertile and for increased rates of cancer, childhood leukemia, spontaneous abortions and physical deformities. There are U.S. veterans of the 1991 war who believe it is responsible for the so-called Gulf Syndrome, a mysterious set of chronic diseases they suffer. 

According to the Pentagon (U.S. Defense Department), during that operation -- Desert Storm -- the country's forces fired 320 tons of munitions from their A-10 fighter jets, some 50 tons from the M1 Abrams tanks, and 11 tons from other tanks and AV-8 aircraft, the same type of armaments being utilised in Iraq this time around, only with much greater firepower. 

Depleted uranium, says the Pentagon, played a key role in the land battle launched against Iraqi forces that ended in victory for the coalition of 33 nations on Feb 27, 1991. History is expected to repeat itself 12 years later, though with a much reduced coalition. 

Richard Muller, professor of physics at the University of California, Berkeley, explained to Tierramérica that the most important trait of depleted uranium is its high density, ”much higher than iron,” which allows it to penetrate enemy targets. 

Upon impact, said Muller, depleted uranium not only does not explode -- as opposed to tungsten, which is also used in missiles -- but rather heats up, and thus increases its destructive penetrating power. 

In its natural state, uranium is a radioactive element, chemically toxic and abundant in nature. It is found in water, soil, the air and in food. 

Depleted uranium is a byproduct of the enriching process in which natural uranium is used to produce fuel for nuclear reactors and atomic weapon components. 

It is said to be 40 percent less radioactive than natural uranium, but of a similar chemical toxicity. 

”The risk of exposure to depleted uranium lies in its chemical toxicity, not its radiation,” Steve Fetter, a University of Maryland (United States) expert in nuclear weapons and radiation, told Tierramérica. 

When the metal burns upon penetrating the target it produces uranium oxides, which are not very soluble in water or in body fluids, Fetter noted. These oxides can remain highly concentrated in the air and inhaled by people near the attack site. They also endure in the soil and can be ingested, for example, by children playing on the ground. 

Depleted uranium was used by military forces in the conflicts in the Balkans over the past decade. A report by the European Parliament estimates that around three tons of the metal were used in Bosnia and 10 tons in Kosovo in land-air attacks. 

The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) investigated the presence of uranium in Kosovo in 2000, in Serbia-Montenegro in 2001 and in Bosnia-Herzegovina in 2002. 

The first two missions found remnants of depleted uranium and ”the metal's presence in bio-indicators, like moss and lichens, and in the air,” but at such low levels that it cannot be considered a significant risk to the human population, Pekka Haavisto, director of the UNEP depleted uranium assessment program, told Tierramérica. 

The results of the Bosnia-Herzegovina mission are expected to be released soon. 

But Haavisto pointed out that ”there is still a great deal of scientific uncertainty about the potential contamination of water sources.” 

Not all remnants of the metal have been removed from the battle areas, and there are many several meters deep in the earth, meaning that there is a danger of contaminating aquifers and surface water sources, said the UNEP official. 

Studies of the presence of depleted uranium in the Persian Gulf region have been few. The International Atomic Energy Agency investigated the area in 2002 but the results of that mission have yet to be publicised. 

Meanwhile, non-governmental organisations are stepping up their global campaigns to denounce the potential effects of depleted uranium on the Iraqi population, and in the United States, the complaints of Gulf War veterans are multiplying. 

”I wasn't warned about depleted uranium, or about its possible risks,” states Doug Rokke, a doctor who says he is a victim of Gulf War Syndrome, expressed in damage to his respiratory and renal systems and vision problems. 

Rokke, a member of the U.S. Navy's preventive medicine command, was sent to the Persian Gulf in 1991 with just one mandate: make sure the troops returned home alive. He prepared soldiers to respond to possible nuclear, biological or chemical attacks. However, he says, he returned home with his own health compromised. 

Serving as the Pentagon director of the depleted uranium project in 1994-1995, Rokke oversaw the clean-up of contaminated military vehicles. He says the authorities were aware of the possible health effects but that he and his team were only provided surgical masks and gloves for protection. 

The Pentagon has systematically denied the charges, and specialised agencies have reported not to have found significant health effects that can be attributed to the metal, including the World Health Organisation (WHO). 

During the 1991 Gulf War, acknowledges the Pentagon, depleted uranium oxides may have been inhaled by soldiers or entered their bodies through wounds. 

However, a report from the National Academy of Sciences Institute of Medicine concludes that there is little or no conclusive evidence of an association between uranium exposure and renal dysfunction or lung cancer. 

Available information is still insufficient, say some experts. According to the University of Maryland's Fetter, ”it wasn't until 1994-1995 that they conducted medical tests of the veterans.” If they had taken urine samples within 24 hours of exposure, the debate would have been resolved, he adds. 

The U.S. Defense Department concludes that depleted uranium has not caused harm to the health of Gulf War veterans, but says those who have imbedded fragments in their bodies -- difficult to remove due to their small size or the danger of the procedure itself -- should be subject to ongoing medical observation. 

Fetter says that of the more than 100 U.S. soldiers who suffered direct exposure to depleted uranium, just 50 percent are alive today. 

Twelve years later, the U.S. troops and Iraqi civilians and soldiers alike have reason to fear the effects of the latest deployment of ”silver bullets”. 

* Cristina Hernández-Espinoza is a Tierramérica correspondent. 



_______________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

UN warns of growing public health risk in Iraq

   SARAJEVO, March 25 (Reuters) - An official of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) warned on Tuesday of risks  to public health in Iraq from damage to the environment caused 

   by the war.

   Pekka Haavisto also voiced concern about possible long-term  consequences of the use of ammunition containing depleted  uranium (DU).

   Haavisto, chairman of UNEP's DU project, told reporters  health risks following electricity cuts in Iraqi towns and the  burning of oil wells were the most immediate problem.

   "This burning of the oil wells in the south or...around Baghdad is concerning for the health of people inhaling very  unclean air on a daily basis," he said.

   Kuwaiti firefighters on Monday put out the first of seven   oil wells blazing in Iraq's vast southern Rumaila field, near  the border with Kuwait.

   Haavisto said health problems could arise from Iraq's  untended waste infrastructure and because electricity linked to drinking water sources had been cut off.

   A Red Cross engineering team was struggling to repair a key  water plant in the southern city of Basra on Tuesday to avert a humanitarian crisis.

   Haavisto said these threats to public health were currently  a bigger problem than DU ammunition, which the U.S. military has said it would use to hit Iraqi tanks.

   DU was used in the 1991 Gulf war to destroy Iraqi armour and  was said by critics to cause cancer, although U.S. defence  officials say the uranium is not a health hazard.

   Haavisto said the use of DU ammunition on a large scale could pose a wider environmental risk than just to soldiers who  were exposed to direct attack.

   "Two hours after the DU explosion, the DU dust is still in  the air, if you inhale that you get these particles directly  into your lungs," Haavisto said.

   He said depleted uranium may also be toxic risk if people  ate or drank contaminated food or water, but he said UNEP did  not yet know enough about the type of arms being used in Iraq or  how many [people might be exposed to them. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

UNWIRE

Iraqis face serious health risks 
25/03/2003 20:16 - (SA) 

Sarajevo - Air pollution from burning oil wells in Iraq and water supply cuts around the country present a serious health risk for the local population, an expert from the UN Environment Program warned on Tuesday. 

"We can generally say that the burning of the oil wells in the south or around Baghdad is a big concern for public health," UNEP representative Pekka Haavisto told reporters here. 

"People inhale on a daily basis very unclean air," he said. 

On Friday, the British army said Iraq had set fire to seven oil wells in the country's south as US and British troops launched massive air and ground attacks against regime of Iraqi President Saddam Hussein. 

"Such air pollution affects lungs, and it can, in an extreme way, increase health problems ... and can increase cancer rates," Haavisto warned. 

In addition, the water supply cuts in some towns in Iraq, notably in Basra, "could really become a health and hygiene problem very soon," Haavisto said. 

According to UNEP, earlier data from Iraqi cities and towns, including Baghdad, showed "there wasn't proper treatment of waste waters and the (population's) health was already in danger," he added. 

"The overall environmental degradation is a serious risk in Iraq," he said, blaming in part effects of the earlier, 1991 Gulf War and noting that with limited resources Iraq "hasn't paid attention to environmental issues". 

"And now, when you add the newest conflict to that, environmental deterioration certainly is a concern," he said, stressing that "international help is needed" in Iraq. 

Haavisto was in Sarajevo heading a UNEP team studying the effects of depleted uranium by the US-led allies forces in the Balkans' wars in the 1990s. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
IRAQ: Firefighters Find Signs Of Sabotage, But Little Damage To Oil Wells 

Firefighters in southern Iraq said this week that they have found evidence of sabotage in Iraq's valuable Rumeila South oil field but that very few of Iraq's 1,685 oil wells are burning.

Associated Press reports that Iraqi troops may have disobeyed orders to blow up the wells or prepared weak explosives that failed to do serious damage. Firefighters doused one fire yesterday within 15 minutes with just two water cannons. The firefighters estimated that they would be able to douse six remaining blazes within two weeks.

Kuwait's senior firefighter, Aisa Bouyabes, said his team found black wires snaking away from each damaged well head. "These are the same wires that were used in Kuwait to blow up our wells -- the same method exactly," he said. "I've seen it before. I inspected the wells in Kuwait immediately after the liberation," he said, but added that explosions so far have not been powerful enough to destroy the well heads and spark fires. "Whoever put in the explosives did not want to repeat what happened in Kuwait," he said.

U.S.-led forces said their priority is to secure the oil fields and prevent a repeat of Iraq's scorched-earth tactic used at the end of the 1991 Gulf War, during which Saddam Hussein's troops sabotaged more than 700 well heads in Kuwait's oil fields, causing $50 billion in damage. With the world's second-largest reserves of crude oil, Iraq will need oil export revenues to help pay for postwar reconstruction, AP said.

U.S. Brigadier General Vincent Brooks, deputy director of operations at Central Command in Doha, Qatar, said the absence of widespread damage in the oil fields is "a very important story for the future of Iraq" (Stanley/McDowell, AP/Environmental News Network, March 25). 

"We can say there's success already," said U.S. Brigadier General Robert Crear of the Army Corps of Engineers, commander of the oil field operation. "If you remember back in the previous war, there were over 700 wells that were set afire in Kuwait alone. Here, we're talking about nine fires," he said (Mike Shuster, National Public Radio Morning Edition, March 24, Note: You may have to download free software to access this audio link). 

Ongoing fighting around oil fields and limited access to water, however, are hindering efforts to put out the fires. "It's not nearly as safe as they said it was," said Brian Krause of Texas-based Boots and Coots, an oil services company. "We're kind of sitting ducks out there" (Stanley McDowell, AP/Environmental News Network).

Water is being trucked in and Krause said he intends to build water-carrying pipelines across the desert from Kuwait. It is not known how many oil wells have been rigged, but "once we get water in here, I think we'll move very quickly," Krause said. "Once we get the water here you'll be surprised by how quick we can do it," he said (Shuster, NPR Morning Edition).

(Back to Contents)
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Statement attributable to the Spokesman of the Secretary-General

The Secretary-General met today with Dr. Condoleezza Rice, Assistant to the President of the United State for National Security Affairs. The Secretary-General welcomed Dr. Rice’s taking the time to come to the UN to discuss the situation in Iraq. The UN and US delegations discussed the humanitarian situation and the requirements for the provision of assistance to alleviate the suffering of the Iraqi people so gravely affected by the war. 

The Secretary-General repeated his public call on all parties involved in the war  to meet their obligations towards civilians under international humanitarian law. He stressed that the United Nations was prepared to do all it could to provide humanitarian assistance to the Iraqi people. However, the UN would have limited capacity to do so until security conditions allowed for the safe return of staff to affected areas. Until then, humanitarian assistance would have to be provided by the United States and its coalition partners in those areas under their control, consistent with their overall responsibility under international law. 

Dr. Rice described the United States’ present thinking as regards the post-war period. The Secretary-General said that any United Nations role beyond the provision of humanitarian assistance would have to be decided by the Member States through a Security Council resolution. He emphasized the need to maintain the territorial integrity of Iraq and the right of its people to determine their political future and exercise control over their natural resources.
________________________________________________________________________________________

Kyoto's chickens come home to roost 

by Richard Ingham 

PARIS, March 25 (AFP) - Two years ago, George W. Bush made the first of a series of decisions that cost him much of the goodwill he needed when he was seeking allies for his war on Iraq, analysts say. 

In one of his first moves as president, Bush slapped aside the UN's draft treaty on global warming, a move that established an America-first foreign policy but at the price of dismaying many US friends, they say. 

Bush, they believe, either ignored or under-estimated the effect his abandonment of the Kyoto Protocol would have, especially in the European Union (EU). 

In many parts of Europe, there is acute sensitivity about the environment, and a resentful stereotype of Americans as greedy and wasteful often lurks just below the surface. 

"This was the most spectacular decision taken by the Bush administration," said Guillaume Parmentier, director of a Paris thinktank, the French Center on the United States. 

After eight years of Clinton charisma, the brusque Bush "really shocked" the Europeans, showing them "this was an administration that would be very different from what had been there before," he said. 

"He was perceived as someone who frankly didn't care about the environment and, especially in northern Europe, this is an issue that is dear to lots of people and goes across political parties." 

The Bush administration announced on March 28, 2001 that it had "no interest" in Kyoto, a draft treaty to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases -- the fossil-fuel byproduct blamed for potentially catastrophic climate change. 

Kyoto's framework had been agreed by all in 1997; negotiations were underway to agree on its rulebook; and many concessions had already been made to ease the cost for the United States, which by itself accounts for a quarter of global pollution. 

Bush, though, said the protocol was "unfair" for the oil-dependent US economy and even questioned the evidence for global warming, something that left scientists agape with astonishment. 

EU Environment Commissioner Margot Wallstrom helped lead the diplomatic effort to save Kyoto from oblivion, although the accord was diluted and still needs Russia's ratification to take effect. 

Bush's abandonment of Kyoto "was definitely" one of the causes for a deteriorating transatlantic relationship, Wallstrom told AFP in a telephone interview. 

"It was one of several triggers for anti-Americanism, although, to be honest, I don't think it (the anti-Americanism) goes too deep. It became a trigger because it is so evident that we have take action internationally, we have to act together to deal with this problem and there is no alternative." 

Kyoto has not of course been the only irritant in US-EU relations since Bush came to power. 

But -- as seen from Europe -- the common theme is American unilateralism and disdain for the environment. 

The long list includes Bush's huge boost in subsidies for American farmers and import tariffs to protect American steel producers; the US rejection of the International Criminal Court; and Europe's opposition to American genetically-modified food and hormone-treated beef. 

After September 11, America's NATO allies instantly pledged their military support for the Afghan conflict, yet even then they were gruffly sidelined by Washington, said Dana Allin, an American who is senior fellow at the International Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS) in London. 

By the time Bush made a pitch for international support for the Iraqi war, much goodwill for him had melted away, he said. 

"It was a very daunting thing that the United States was proposing to undertake, a preventive war that was bound to be unsettling to everybody. 

"That's difficult to get agreement on, and the leading country that is trying to get the rest of the world to support it has to convince them of its good faith. 

"That is something that became harder after the series of snubs that marked the first two years of the Bush administration." 

Simon Serfaty, European Program Director at a Washington thinktank, the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS), agreed Bush had wasted much political capital on the way he had handled Kyoto and other issues. 

But, he said, Bush, like other new presidents before him, had already received biased and negative European coverage even while on the campaign trail and had made a strong attempt in a European tour in mid-2001 to woo European nations. 

Even so, Bush never fully dispelled his hawkish image and indeed enhanced it with his "Axis of Evil" speech in January 2002, which went down disastrously in Europe and elsewhere, said Serfaty.
___________________________________________________________________________________________

The Economic Times

March 25, 2003

UNEP STARTS IRAQ STUDY

 : Given the fears of environmental devastation in Iraq, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) has

      begun a study to come up with a "preliminary assessment" of the most pressing environmental challenges

      which will face those involved in the post-conflict effort.

      The just-announced desk study, funded by the Swiss government, will be done by UNEP's post-conflict

      assessment unit. UNEP says that it is aimed at providing a rapid and timely overview of key environmental

      issues in the context of the current conflict. Given the constraints, it will draw on information from multiple

      sources, including media, government and NGO reports. 

      UNEP says the report will include recommendations for avoiding, minimising or mitigating risks to the

      environment and human health, and is likely to identify priorities related to the management of freshwater

      and waste as well as means of preventing further ecosystem degradation in Iraq. It will also identify and

      suggest responses to environmental hazards arising directly from military conflict.

      Quite apart from the effects of weapons, depleted uranium (DU) munitions and oil fires, satellite images and

      other information indicate the crippling damage to the ecosystem in this 434,317 sq km country.

      * Though rich in water resources and wetlands fed primarily by the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, Iraq has lost

      over 90 per cent of the lakes and marshlands in the lower Tigris-Euphrates over the last three decades. The

      UNEP site suggests this appears to be the result of hydrological works in southern Iraq.

      * Of the 10 per cent marshlands which were left, studies just made public show a third have disappeared in

      the last two years. Many endangered species such as the Sacred Ibis and African Darter are holding on "at

      knife's edge", says UNEP.

      * All this has displaced the Marsh Arabs, described as the 5,000-year-old heirs of the Babylonians and

      Sumerians. The marshlands were also home to rare and unique species and a spawning ground for Gulf

      fisheries.

      * The marshlands of Mesopotamia, considered the Biblical location of the Garden of Eden and known as the

      Fertile Crescent, are disappearing at an "alarming" rate and may vanish in five years. The Fertile Crescent is

      described as probably the first area to use crops and livestock in an integrated system of agricultural

      production. Iraq, then, has plant varieties and livestock breeds considered valuable in dryland farming.

      * In 1948, natural forest covered four per cent of the country. Figures for 2000 put this figure at about 0.2 per cent. Fuelwood and grazing needs have fuelled exploitation. Farming and different, steppe vegetation  have replaced the forests.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
NY TIMES

U.S. Plans to Run Iraq Itself
March 25, 2003

By ELIZABETH BECKER 

WASHINGTON, March 24 - The United States is preparing to establish immediate sole control of postwar Iraq, initially without recourse to the United Nations, with a civilian administration under the direct command of the military,  according to senior administration officials. 

Even before American troops reach Baghdad, administration officials are assembling a team of civilian officials, largely retired American diplomats, to run Iraq as soon as

the fighting is over. 

The administration has decided that helping the country and its people recover after the war will require a civilian corps in place working with the military as it tries to establish security throughout the country. 

European and Asian diplomats, while offering to help rebuild Iraq, raised questions last week about American

plans to administer postwar Iraq without a central role for the United Nations. 

While the issue is debated at the United Nations and the European Union, the administration is going ahead with its plans for a civil peacekeeping operation under the direction of Jay Garner, the retired general who directs the Pentagon's new Office of Reconstruction and Humanitarian Assistance. 

Mr. Garner arrived in Kuwait last week. He is overseeing the intense recruitment of his staff and preparing to

administer Iraq under plans drawn up over the last two months. 

"People who got called on Monday or Tuesday last week got deployed on Sunday," said a retired diplomat who has been asked to serve in Iraq. "They want me to get out of here by Sunday." 

Senior officials are quick to say this arrangement is only temporary - lasting, they hope, no more than a few months -  until an interim Iraqi government is in place. They also said they were still debating how to work with the United Nations when the time comes for that. 

"The model could be an interim Iraqi government working with the U.N. - we just don't know yet," said a senior administration official. 

Bypassing the United Nations and setting up an American civilian peacekeeping administration under the military, however temporary, is a huge break from recent tradition and a denial of one of the United Nations' central roles since the end of the cold war. 

But the United States may have no choice for the moment. Under international law, the United Nations may be unable to work under a military occupation force. While the United Nations can offer emergency relief for refugees, children, food distribution and humanitarian coordination, international officials say that the Geneva Convention would forbid long-term cooperation without approval from the Security Council. 

"On the humanitarian side, we want to save lives no matter what," said Mark Malloch Brown, director of the United Nations Development Program. "When it comes to reconstruction, that's crossing a different Rubicon. We can't be authorized by a subcontract of the U.S. government. We have to be authorized by the Security

Council." 

Secretary of State Colin L. Powell said on Thursday that he was consulting with the United Nations to try to resolve some of these questions and devise a way to "put in place broad Security Council authority to help the people of Iraq." 

The goal, according to an administration official, is to avoid a "bloated, inefficient civilian U.N. peacekeeping

force," yet still encourage United Nations participation in postwar Iraq under the American administration. 

The United States has contributed $105 million to international organizations, including the United Nations,

to operate humanitarian programs in postwar Iraq. 

Richard H. Solomon, president of the U.S. Institute of Peace, has worked with the administration on the postwar Iraq plans and said that officials were caught between two goals. 

"This Pentagon doesn't want the military to get bogged down in extensive peacekeeping operations, but at the same time they don't want to make the classic American goof of winning a war and losing the peace," he said. 

Mr. Garner's team is organized along the lines of a slimmed-down United Nations peacekeeping operation, with  Mr. Garner taking the role normally played by powerful United Nations administrators, like Lakhdar Brahimi, the United Nations special representative in Afghanistan. 

His team includes three regional coordinators and coordinators for reconstruction, civil administration and

humanitarian assistance. They will oversee everything from emergency relief and refugees to long-term planning for roads, rail and waterways as well as economic development and weeding out senior officials of the ruling Baath Party of Saddam Hussein. 

A group of Iraqi expatriates will serve on an advisory council, according to the Pentagon. 

The administration has sought retired diplomats with a history in the area. 

Barbara Bodine, who was ambassador to Yemen in 2000 when the destroyer Cole was attacked, will serve in central Iraq. 

George Ward, the former ambassador to Namibia, will oversee humanitarian aid. 

Others who have tentatively agreed to serve under Mr. Garner include Kenton Keith, the former ambassador to Qatar and director of the Coalition Information Center in Islamabad, Pakistan, during the Afghanistan war; Robin Raphel, the former ambassador to Morocco, and Timothy M.  Carney, former ambassador to the Sudan. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2003/03/25/international/worldspecial/25POST.html?ex=1049601958&ei=1&en=4afaeaf13cffbfcf

___________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

FYR Macedonia Puts Lead Foot Down on Veles Smelt

By Natasa Dokovska 

VELES, FYR Macedonia, The biggest polluter in Macedonia, the battery factory MXK Zletovo in the city of Veles, was today partially closed by government order. The three largest parts of the factory, those which were the  biggest polluters, have been shut down. 

Under pressure from the public, which was expressed in a big womens' march on March 8, Veles, the most polluted city in the Balkans, will get some relief from the pollutants emitted by the Zletovo smelter. 

Three parts of the Zletovo complex have been closed - the metallurgy, acid, and hitting units - all crucial to the operation of the battery factory. 

This solution, according to a statement of Vlatko Serafimov, director from the State Inspectorate for Environment, will decrease pollution in Veles and the  whole region. 

Zletovo factory in Veles (Photo courtesy UNEP Grid  Arendal)

At a press conference, Sarafimov explained that he, personally, gave the certificate to  the management team at the headquarters in  Zletovo to close three parts of the factory.  Also, the director promised that the State                 Inspectorate will close the entire factory if those who are responsible do not respect this solution. 

The Zletovo battery industrial complex was built in two phases and is the only production facility of this kind in                      Macedonia. Its basic activity, the company says, is the "manufacture of dry charged lead acidic starter batteries under PP  (polypropylene) procedure." Its assortment includes more than 40 types of batteries. 

For the period of time the certificate of closure is in effect, the team of managers at Zletovo must report pollution emissions to the State Inspectorate  each month. They must also qualify for an environmental technological                      certificate that protects the public from pollution. This battery factory has  operated for more than 20 years without this certificate. 

The team of managers at the Zletovo factory have promised that they will respect the solution of the State Inspectorate. The director of production in the Zletovo smelter, Vasil Sazdov, says that they will do everything thaty can  to make a change and to restart with a solution that works. He presumes that they can restart the production after a few days. 

After the appeal of parents of an ill child, officials at the State Inspectorate  last week finished their research about pollution in Veles, The parents had asked the Ministry of Environment to close the Zletovo smelter, because the                      analysis from a Russian clinic for genetic research shows that the hair of their child contains seven times the permitted levels of cadmium and lead. 

The new research report published yesterday says that the factory must stop production because its emission of sulfur dioxide is more than 50 kilograms in  one hour during that part of the production process called “sinter.” 

As a result of the “Kiselina” or acid part of the production process, the researchers said that concentrations of cadmium are half again more than  permitted. 

Not everyone agrees that the Zletovo battery factory pollutes the environment of Veles. For the past few weeks, the director of the Institution  for Health Protection, Blagoja Aleksoski, has said that Veles is not a polluted

town. He said there is no evidence that the Zletovo smelter had polluted the town on any particular date, and remarked that mortality in Veles is not very high. 

On the question of why the Ministry of Environment has not previously researched this issue, Aleksoski said that nobody from Macedonia authority has given them the right to do this kind of research. 

______________________________________________________________________________ REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA  (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE
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US wants DRC protect Congo basin forests 

Kinshasa, DR Congo (PANA) - The US State Department on Monday urged DR Congo to protect the forests of the Congo basin, home to an "innumerable quantity" of fauna and flora species.  John Temer, Deputy Secretary of State for International Ecological and Financial Affairs, assured US contribution to preserving the Congo basin forests through economic development and poverty reduction. Temer said the US looked forward in helping to improve natural resource protection programmes in the area. The Congo basin forests cover 1.8 million square kilometres, and rank second only to the Amazon in terms of natural tropical endowments, officials said. Still relatively intact, fears are that the forests are rapidly disappearing due to non-judicious methods of use. The Congo basin attracts special interest from States and non- governmental organizations bent on protecting the fauna and flora of tropical forests.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng046451&dte=25/03/2003
Report says waste handling in DRC produces greenhouse gas 

Kinshasa, DR Congo (PANA) - Leaving mountains of household and industrial waste to pile up in cities in DR Congo provokes the emission of greenhouse gas, environment experts complain in a report published here Tuesday. The stench during day and night from the mountains of refuse piled outdoors in Congolese cities emit methane, which is the source of greenhouse gas, according to the report by of the national environment general secretariat. It cites that some 60 percent of annual solid household and industrial refuse is piled up in public dumps, 25 percent is recycled, while 10 percent is dumped in rivers and 5 percent gets salvaged and put back into the commercial circuit. Most industries in the country do not quantify their waste, insofar as they surreptitiously throw it into public dumps, gutters and rivers, the report says.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng046405&dte=25/03/2003
Stiff Challenges On Millennium Goals

UN Integrated Regional Information Networks- Abidjan: About half the countries of West Africa are on track to reach the target set in the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) of halving severe poverty and hunger by 2015, UNDP reported on Tuesday. A study in the region, UNDP said, showed that 100 million people (some 44 per cent of the 230 million people in West Africa) survive on less than US $1 a day. By 2015 the region's population will reach 300 million, magnifying the challenge of halving severe poverty, UNDP said. It added that representatives from 16 West African countries, who met at a recent regional forum in Dakar, Senegal, called for greater commitment to achieving progress towards the goals. They included representatives of governments, civil society, UN agencies and other development partners. So far Guinea, Mauritania and Senegal had produced reports on progress towards the MDGs and other countries are compiling their reports for release this year. Participants, UNDP said, urged every country to make greater efforts to achieve the MDGs by stepping up support for effective activities and launching new initiatives.

Details including MDG reports for Guinea and Senegal in French are available at: http://www.undp.org/dpa/index.html

http://allafrica.com/stories/200303250592.html
Britain Backs Bio-Diversity Scheme

UN Integrated Regional Information Networks- Addis Ababa: The British government announced on Tuesday that it is backing an ecological scheme aimed at protecting Ethiopia's indigenous plant life. The research programme aims to protect and boost native species of trees, rather than fast growing imports, which can damage the environment. Massive deforestation in Ethiopia has left less than three percent of the country covered in trees. The scheme will look at the role played by community tree seeds in reversing the scale of damage caused by cutting down trees. The project is part of a three-year research programme, run in partnership with the world-renowned Royal Botanic Garden at Kew in London. The funding comes under the Darwin Initiative which was established at the Rio Summit in 1992 and aims to safeguard the world's biodiversity. Each year, some 30 schemes are funded worldwide through the British government's Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs. Other projects in east Africa that are receiving support include the conservation of flamingos on Lake Bogoria in Kenya and rhino studies. Britain also announced that it would provide additional GBP 4.5 million to tackle the drought in the country. 

http://allafrica.com/stories/200303250055.html
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Topical News Issues
STREETWISE: Go forth and innovate
The Nation (Thailand), Published on Mar 24, 2003 - Bayer Thai is searching for young Thais to represent the country at Eco-Innovate 03, a new regional environmental forum for young innovators across the Asia-Pacific.
The forum will be held at the University of New South Wales in Australia from July 14 to 17.
…Created by a partnership among Bayer, the University of New South Wales and the United Nations Environment Programme, Eco-Innovate 03 will entice young people to take up what the United Nations describes as the biggest challenge of the new century. They will take an abstract "sustainable development" idea and turn it into a daily reality for the people.
http://www.nationmultimedia.com/page.arcview.php3?clid=6&id=76051&usrsess=1 

USWAR/ UN calls for urgent action to preserve 'Garden of Eden' 

Tehran, March 25, IRNA -- Issuing a strong warning about the disappearance of marshlands in southern Iraq, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) last weekend said post-war rehabilitation

efforts should take special account of people and wildlife in the area, the UN Information center said on Tuesday.                      
http://www.irna.com/en/head/030325153746.ehe.shtml
‘Garden Of Eden’ in Iraq Will Disappear in 5 Years
Scoop (New Zealand), Tuesday, 25 March 2003, (Press Release: United Nations) - ‘Garden Of Eden’ In Southern Iraq Likely To Disappear Completely In Five Years Unless Urgent Action Taken. 
UNEP Says Post-War Rehabilitation Should Include Marshlands of Mesopotamia for Sake of People and Wildlife 
KYOTO/NAIROBI, UNEP -- The marshlands of Mesopotamia, considered by some to be the biblical location of the Garden of Eden and known as the fertile crescent, are continuing to disappear at an alarming rate.

http://www.scoop.co.nz/mason/stories/WO0303/S00380.htm
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ENVIRONMENT-ARGENTINA:
Local Vote Throws Wrench in Gold Mine Plans 

Marcela Valente 


BUENOS AIRES, Mar 25 (IPS) - Plans for an open-pit gold mine in a mountain resort town in southern Argentina have been put on hold due to the results of a non-binding plebiscite, in which an overwhelming majority of residents voted against the project. 

Eighty-one percent of those who voted in the town of Esquel, located 2,300 kms south of Buenos Aires, objected to the plans of the Canadian firm Meridian Gold, which had already begun clearing the land five kms outside the town. 

Local residents had collected signatures demanding a plebiscite in which to express their views regarding the mining project, due to their fears about how the use of explosives and cyanide would pollute the area and hurt tourism, the lifeblood of the local community. The vote was held on Sunday. 

The chief executive of Meridian Gold, Brian Kennedy, admitted that the company had failed to effectively sell the project to the community, and said it would await the results of new environmental impact studies before moving forward. 

Thousands of local residents and environmental activists have protested the projected open-pit gold mine in five demonstrations held in the town since last year. 

Pablo Quintana, one of the local activists who has participated in the campaign to block the project, told IPS that nearly everyone in the town took to the streets to celebrate the triumph of the ''no'' vote. 

He recognised, however, that the final battle has not yet been won. 

Despite the support that the project has received from the construction industry and local businesses and authorities -- especially Mayor Rafael Williams, and José Lizurume, the governor of the province of Chubut, where the town is located -- just 17 percent of the nearly 14,000 people who voted were in favour of the mine. 

Located in a stunning natural setting of forested mountains and lakes, Esquel depends almost exclusively on summer and winter tourism, offering hiking, riding, excellent trout-fishing and skiing. 

The deposit that is to be mined by Meridian Gold is located just five kms from the La Hoya international ski resort, and 15 kms from the Los Alerces National Park. 

But despite the area's natural riches, the population is facing the same problems as the rest of crisis-stricken Argentina: sky-high unemployment and poverty. 

Of the town's 30,000 people, 8,000 adults are out of work. Of the jobless, 7,500 are living in poverty. Nevertheless, just 2,700 people voted in favour of the mine, even though it would create jobs. 

Since the plebiscite was non-binding in character, the project could still go ahead. But local officials and business leaders concede that it will be difficult to convince the community of the potential benefits of the mine: jobs, and revenues for the municipal and provincial government coffers. 

The mayor has already done an about-turn, saying he would not allow the project to go ahead. 

Governor Lizurume took a more cautious stance, and said further studies would be carried out to analyse the possible impacts of the mine. Meridian Gold took a similar position, agreeing to ''consider a readaptation'' of its plans. 

After the Canadian company acquired the deposit in late 2002, it began to carry out studies on the ground, cut down forests of ''lenga'' -- a native tree species --, set up laboratories on the mountain, and open up roads. 

Criticism began to be voiced when environmentalists and local residents found out that the company would use the technique of leaching to extract the gold, a highly polluting process that employs cyanide as a dissolvent to separate the gold from the ground rock that will be loosened through explosions. 

Esquel's Water and Electricity Cooperative, which serves the entire district, commissioned an environmental impact study conducted by a group of hydro-geologists. 

The experts raised more than a dozen objections. They warned, for example, that the mining project could trigger water shortages in the city, and could pollute the area's underground aquifers due to the heavy use of toxic chemicals. 

Meridian Gold estimates that it could extract some 8.5 tons of gold a year, generating 100 million dollars in annual profits over a decade. To do that it would employ around 300 workers, which in turn would help generate 1,500 indirect jobs in the service sector and commerce. 

But Verónica Odriozola, an expert in toxic chemicals with the international environmental watchdog Greenpeace, said the practice of leaching is ''highly unsustainable.'' 

The Canadian firm plans to dynamite more than 40,000 tonnes of rock daily, ten percent of which will be crushed using six tons a day of cyanide dissolved in water to extract the gold.

www.tierramerica.net
Radioactive 'Silver Bullets' 




By Cristina Hernández-Espinoza *
There is alarm about the environmental and health effects of depleted uranium, an important part of the munitions used in the U.S.-led war campaign against Iraq. 
SAN FRANCISCO - The hundreds of tanks that are leading the way for the invading forces in Iraq, part of the largest U.S. offensive since Vietnam, are carrying a dangerous metal that has triggered alarm among environmentalists around the world: depleted uranium. 

In the 1991 Gulf War, the United States debuted this element, considered the champion of munitions. Known as the "silver bullet", and for its high density and low cost, it allows a tank to fire from a distance but achieve penetration while remaining out of reach of enemy fire. 

But in parallel to its formidable capacities in war, depleted uranium is also blamed for some frightful environmental impacts. 

The Iraqis say the metal is responsible for rendering their lands infertile and for increased rates of cancer, childhood leukemia, spontaneous abortions and physical deformities. There are U.S. veterans of the 1991 war who believe it is responsible for the so-called Gulf Syndrome, a mysterious set of chronic diseases they suffer. 

According to the Pentagon (U.S. Defense Department), during that operation -- Desert Storm -- the country's forces fired 320 tons of munitions from their A-10 fighter jets, some 50 tons from the M1 Abrams tanks, and 11 tons from other tanks and AV-8 aircraft, the same type of armaments being utilized in Iraq this time around, only with much greater firepower. 

Depleted uranium, says the Pentagon, was played a key role in the land battle launched against Iraqi forces that ended in victory for the coalition of 33 nations on Feb 27, 1991. History is expected to repeat itself 12 years later, though with a much reduced coalition. 

Richard Muller, professor of physics at the University of California, Berkeley, explained to Tierramérica that the most important trait of depleted uranium is its high density, "much higher than iron," which allows it to penetrate enemy targets. 

Upon impact, said Muller, depleted uranium not only does not explode -- as opposed to tungsten, which is also used in missiles -- but rather heats up, and thus increases its destructive penetrating power. 

In its natural state, uranium is a radioactive element, chemically toxic and abundant in nature. It is found in water, soil, the air and in food. 

Depleted uranium is a byproduct of the enriching process in which natural uranium is used to produce fuel for nuclear reactors and atomic weapon components. 

It is said to be 40 percent less radioactive than natural uranium, but of a similar chemical toxicity. 

"The risk of exposure to depleted uranium lies in its chemical toxicity, not its radiation," Steve Fetter, a University of Maryland (United States) expert in nuclear weapons and radiation, told Tierramérica. 

When the metal burns upon penetrating the target it produces uranium oxides, which are not very soluble in water or in body fluids, Fetter noted. These oxides can remain highly concentrated in the air and inhaled by people near the attack site. They also endure in the soil and can be ingested, for example, by children playing on the ground. 

Depleted uranium was used by military forces in the conflicts in the Balkans over the past decade. A report by the European Parliament estimates that around three tons of the metal were used in Bosnia and 10 tons in Kosovo in land-air attacks. 

The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) investigated the presence of uranium in Kosovo in 2000, in Serbia-Montenegro in 2001 and in Bosnia-Herzegovina in 2002. 

The first two missions found remnants of depleted uranium and "the metal's presence in bio-indicators, like moss and lichens, an din the air," but at such low levels that it cannot be considered a significant risk to the human population, Pekka Haavisto, director of the UNEP depleted uranium assessment program, told Tierramérica. 

The results of the Bosnia-Herzegovina mission are expected to be released soon. 

But Haavisto pointed out that "there is still a great deal of scientific uncertainty about the potential contamination of water sources." Not all remnants of the metal have been removed from the battle areas, and there are many several meters deep in the earth, meaning that there is a danger of contaminating aquifers and surface water sources, said the UNEP official. 

Studies of the presence of depleted uranium in the Persian Gulf region have been few. The International Atomic Energy Agency investigated the area in 2002 but the results of that mission have yet to be publicized.

Meanwhile, non-governmental organizations are stepping up their global campaigns to denounce the potential effects of depleted uranium on the Iraqi population, and in the United States, the complaints of Gulf War veterans are multiplying. 

"I wasn't warned about depleted uranium, or about its possible risks," states Doug Rokke, a doctor who says he is a victim of Gulf War Syndrome, expressed in damage to his respiratory and renal systems and vision problems. 

Rokke, a member of the U.S. Navy's preventive medicine command, was sent to the Persian Gulf in 1991 with just one mandate: make sure the troops returned home alive. He prepared soldiers to respond to possible nuclear, biological or chemical attacks. However, he says, he returned home with his own health compromised. 

Serving as the Pentagon director of the depleted uranium project in 1994-1995, Rokke oversaw the clean-up of contaminated military vehicles. He says the authorities were aware of the possible health effects but that he and his team were only provided surgical masks and gloves for protection. 

The Pentagon has systematically denied the charges, and specialized agencies have reported not to have found significant health effects that can be attributed to the metal, including the World Health Organization (WHO). 

During the 1991 Gulf War, acknowledges the Pentagon, depleted uranium oxides may have been inhaled by soldiers or entered their bodies through wounds. 

However, a report from the National Academy of Sciences Institute of Medicine concludes that there is little or no conclusive evidence of an association between uranium exposure and renal dysfunction or lung cancer. 

Available information is still insufficient, say some experts. According to the University of Maryland's Fetter, "it wasn't until 1994-1995 that they conducted medical tests of the veterans." If they had taken urine samples within 24 hours of exposure, the debate would have been resolved, he adds. 

The U.S. Defense Department concludes that depleted uranium has not caused harm to the health of Gulf War veterans, but says those who have imbedded fragments in their bodies -- difficult to remove due to their small size or the danger of the procedure itself -- should be subject to ongoing medical observation. 

Fetter says that of the more than 100 U.S. soldiers who suffered direct exposure to depleted uranium, just 50 percent are alive today. 

Twelve years later, the U.S. troops and Iraqi civilians and soldiers alike have reason to fear the effects of the latest deployment of "silver bullets". 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

Oman
Environmental Exhibition in Oman

H.E. Shiekh Aysha Bint Khalfan, the Head of the General Agency of Crafts Industries opened the environmental exhibition at Rastaq- Oman, as part of the Environmental Cultural Week that organized by the General  Directorate of Regional Municipality, Environment, and Water Resources in coordination with the Ministry of Education.    

http://www.omandaily.com/
Bahrain
Reserve work starts   

THE unveiling of a plaque marked the beginning of work on the Arad Bay Marine Reserve.

The ceremony was attended by Southern Governor and Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife chairman, Shaikh Abdulla bin Hamad Al Khalifa.

The protected area, which is home to birds, plants, fish and other marine life, will be cleaned and fenced.The Muharraq Municipal Council and the Muharraq Governorate will be responsible for looking after it.Shaikh Abdulla was given a briefing on the reserve by Muharraq Governor Salman Bin Hindi.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/Articles.asp?Article=47356&Sn=BNEW
http://www.bahraintribune.com/newpdf/
http://www.akhbar-alkhaleej.com/section.asp?Sn=BNEW 

UAE
A Decision to Form the National Strategic Committee of Environment and Sustainable Development

H.E. Hamad Al-Madfa’, Minister of Health, issued a decision of forming the National Strategic Committee of Environment and Sustainable Development. It was announced by the Federal Agency of Environment which mentioned that the committee will be responsible of the study of the projects in the Environmental National Work Plan to be rearranged according to the priority for implementation.     

http://www.albayan.co.ae/albayan/2003/03/25/mhl/3.htm
The Success in Using Organic Fertilizers 

A new study implemented by the Science Faculty at the University of UAE assured that success of organic fertilizers to be used as a substitute to the chemical fertilizers in order to increase the agriculture production. 

http://www.albayan.co.ae/albayan/2003/03/25/mhl/25.htm
Saudi Arabia
An Alert in Al-Azezeah Station of Desalination

A responsible source at the Presidency of Metrology and Environment announced that they received a notice from the Border Guards in the Eastern Area that there is an oil spills near King Fahad Bridge between the Saudi and Bahraini borders. The Presidency as the national coordinator of the national plan for  oil spill protection in emergencies started through its experts  to activate the local plan of the Eastern Area to tackle this problem in coordination with the governments sectors and to take further precautions in this regard.         

http://www.alyaum.com/issue/page1.php?fldPageID=1&varFromFirst=12&PHPSESSID=9aed2ecd095b1f8d5c85d91569b3359e#19
http://www.al-jazirah.com/
The Water Forum Give No Solutions

The declaration which was produces as an outcome of the Third Water Forum emphasized that “ Water is a Global Demand” but on the other hand it didn’t present a fundamental steps to overcome the Water crisis in the World. Moreover, the declaration didn’t mention that water as one of the basic human rights.    

http://www.asharqalawsat.com/index.htm
http://www.asharqalawsat.com/index.htm
Iraq
Human Catastrophe
The UN warned of the cut of drinking water in Al-Bassra  which threatened the area  of a possible epidemic and exposing child life to danger. UNICEF reports showed that the cut of water and electricity in Al-Bassra for three days now in addition to the strong attack is really an definite threat. More than 100 thousand child under 5 years old is in danger. For this reason the Secretary General called for an immediate procedures to bring back water and electricity to try to stop this human catastrophe.

http://www.alarabonline.org/index.asp?fname=\2003\03mar\24marmon\983.htm&dismode=x&ts=24/03/2003%2007:37:52%20?
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T U E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
Iraq

*
Annan, Condoleezza Rice hold talks on Iraq and humanitarian situation

*
Security Council to hold first open debate on Iraq since outbreak of hostilities

*
Heads of UN agencies to discuss aid to Iraq amid growing concern over Basra

*
Iraqi petrol exports plummet on suspension of UN Oil-for-Food Programme

Other news

*
Security Council extends mandate of UN mission in Western Sahara by 2 months

*
UN report confirms depleted uranium from weapons found in Bosnia

*
Liberia: UN fears need may outstrip relief resources as more people flee conflict

*
WHO network finds two different viruses possible culprits in respiratory disease 

*
Head of UN labour agency re-elected, pledges to work for ‘new social contract’

*
UN pays tribute to detained, abducted or missing staff

*
Two South American radio networks awarded UN prize for local-level achievement

* * * * 

Iraq: Secretary-General

25 March – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan met today with United States National Security Adviser Condoleezza Rice to discuss the situation in Iraq, including the humanitarian conditions and the requirements for providing assistance to the Iraqi people.

Their meeting at UN Headquarters in New York began with a two-on-two discussion involving the Secretary-General, Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette, Ms. Rice and the US Ambassador to the UN, John D. Negroponte, according to UN spokesman Fred Eckhard.
“The Secretary-General repeated his public call on all parties involved in the war to meet their obligations towards civilians under international humanitarian law,” the spokesman said in a statement released after the meeting. “He stressed that the United Nations was prepared to do all it could to provide humanitarian assistance to the Iraqi people.”

The United Nations, however, “would have limited capacity to do so until security conditions allowed for the safe return of staff to affected areas,” the statement said. “Until then, humanitarian assistance would have to be provided by the United States and its coalition partners in those areas under their control, consistent with their overall responsibility under international law.”

According to the spokesman, Ms. Rice described the United States’ present thinking regarding the post-war period, while the Secretary-General said that any United Nations role beyond the provision of humanitarian assistance would have to be decided by the Member States through a Security Council resolution.

The Secretary-General “emphasized the need to maintain the territorial integrity of Iraq and the right of its people to determine their political future and exercise control over their natural resources,” the statement said.

* * *
Iraq: Security Council

25 March – The United Nations Security Council will hold on Wednesday its first open debate on Iraq since hostilities broke out and will also seek to reach a consensus on providing humanitarian assistance to the country since the suspension of the UN Oil-for-Food Programme, which allows Baghdad to use part of its petroleum sales to buy relief supplies.

Announcing the open meeting, which was requested by the Arab League and the Non-Aligned Movement, Guinea’s Ambassador Mamady Traoré, Council President for March, said many speakers were expected to take part in the debate that was scheduled to begin at 3 p.m. New York time.

In the morning, Council members are scheduled to discuss adjustments to the Oil-for-Food Programme based on suggestions from Secretary-General Kofi Annan and the work of experts, who, since Saturday, have been seeking ways to enable the UN to continue to provide humanitarian assistance to the people of Iraq despite the temporary halt to the programme.

The operation was suspended on 17 March when Mr. Annan ordered the withdrawal of all UN personnel from Iraq, leaving it with no inspectors to monitor the selling of oil and the distribution of food required by the programme in its current form.

Ambassador Traoré said he hoped tomorrow morning’s discussion of a draft resolution on continuing humanitarian assistance to Iraq would lead to a consensus.

* * *

Iraq: humanitarian

25 March – As Secretary-General Kofi Annan prepared to chair a top-level meeting of United Nations relief agencies in New York tomorrow on the humanitarian crisis in Iraq, UN spokesmen for the organizations in the region expressed growing alarm today for the southern city of Basra, where the 1.7 million residents have been without full water supplies for four days.

“The situation in Basra is very alarming, very critical and all of us have raised concern about the situation there, especially about the water, which is of very poor quality,” Veronique Tareau, spokesperson for the UN Humanitarian Coordinator in Iraq (OHCI) told a briefing in Amman, Jordan, on the UN’s relief activities. “You have also to bear in mind that the weather in Iraq will become very hot and in that region it can reach 40 degrees centigrade, which means very soon epidemics will spread rapidly because of this situation.”

The UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) joined in the concern over Basra as well as over the plight of children in general caught up in the war. UNICEF spokesman Geoffrey Keele said the agency was working to get vital water tankers into Basra to improve the situation for the city’s children.

In a statement in Geneva, UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy, who will be attending tomorrow’s New York summit, declared: “The last few days have raised real concern for the welfare of civilians caught in the conflict, especially children.”

Stressing that this was exactly the kind of scenario UNICEF had warned of prior to the war, Ms. Bellamy said: “Electricity has been knocked out, interrupting the water supply, and that puts people at risk of disease from unsafe water.”

She urged the parties to the conflict to put more focus on the humanitarian impact of the war. “We’re very concerned about reports of deaths and injuries among children and women,” she said. “Such losses are tragic, and they are unacceptable. But the truth is the world does not have a very clear picture of the humanitarian impact of the fighting. There is a disturbing lack of focus on the civilian population.” 

Calling on the parties to abide by their humanitarian obligations under international law and make the safety of children a priority, she said: “I urge them to do all in their power to protect children’s lives, their homes, and their well-being.”

Also warning that lack of safe water increased disease and death rates, particularly among children, the World Health Organization (WHO) said that as many as 60 per cent of the population of Basra, Iraq’s second city, were reported to lack access to clean, safe water.

WHO Director-General Gro Harlem Brundtland urged all parties to fully respect the neutrality of medical staff and facilities. “I call on all those involved to avoid any and all attacks directed at health personnel,” she said in a statement issued in Geneva.

In northern Iraq, the UN Development Programme, in collaboration with the local authorities started the electrification of Delizyan camp, which is designed for 7,000 internal refugees while the World Food Programme (WFP) reported that general food stocks in northern Iraq seemed to be good, although prices overall were increasing, 

The UN High Commissioner for the Refugees (UNHCR) said there had been no substantial movements of Iraqi refugees across neighbouring borders.

Those attending tomorrow’s summit are expected to include UNDP Administrator Mark Malloch Brown; WFP Executive Director James T. Morris; Ms. Bellamy of UNICEF, and UN High Commissioner for Refugees Ruud Lubbers. Also scheduled to take part are Kenzo Oshima, the Head of the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), and Benon Sevan, Executive Director of the now-suspended Oil-for-Food programme, which allows Baghdad to use a portion of its petroleum sales to buy relief supplies. 

* * * 

Iraq: Oil-for-Food

25 March – Iraqi oil exports under the United Nations Oil-for-Food Programme plummeted last week to just 25 per cent of the previous week’s level following the suspension of the programme, which allows Baghdad to use a portion of its petroleum sales to buy relief supplies.

Exports and revenues for the week ending 21 March reached 3.1 million barrels and $63 million respectively, compared with 12.7 million and $340 million for the week ending 14 March. The daily export average was 443,000 barrels compared with 1.8 million barrels the previous week. 

On 17 March, Secretary-General Kofi Annan announced the temporary withdrawal of humanitarian personnel from Iraq because he was no longer in a position to guarantee their security. Although oil continued to flow through the oil pipeline from northern Iraq to the Turkish Mediterranean port of Ceyhan, the UN’s independent oil overseers were withdrawn from the Iraqi oil platform at Mina al-Bakr in the south. These are the only outlets for Iraqi oil exports allowed under the Oil-for-Food Programme. 

There were three loadings from the authorized terminals during the week, one from Mina al-Bakr (2 million barrels) and two from Ceyhan (1.1 million barrels). The last recorded loading at Ceyhan was a shipment of about 625,000 barrels on 20 March. No other vessels are currently expected at Ceyhan, although storage tanks at the terminal are near capacity.

* * *

Western Sahara

25 March – In an effort to give the parties more time to consider a United Nations proposal outlining a political solution to the situation in Western Sahara, the Security Council today extended the mandate of the UN mission responsible for organizing a referendum for the territory by two months.

The Council’s unanimous decision to extend, thorough 31 May, the mandate of the UN Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara (MINURSO), come after a letter sent by Secretary-General Kofi Annan last week requesting the 15-nation body to consider allowing more time for the parties to submit views on a proposal presented during the latest round of consultations held in the region with his Personal Envoy, James Baker III. 

That proposal – “Peace Plan for self-determination for the people of Western Sahara” – provides for a political solution to the regional conflict and was circulated to Council members earlier this month.

In a statement to the press following the adoption of the resolution, Ambassador Mamady Traoré of Guinea, Council President for March, said that that while the Council members welcomed the recent release of prisoners of war (POW) by the Popular Front for the Liberation of Saguia el-Hamra and Rio de Oro (POLISARIO), they recalled, however, that all prisoners of war still in detention should be released without further delay, in accordance with resolution 1429 and international humanitarian law.

Adopted last July, resolution 1429 expressed concern that the lack of progress on a solution continued to cause suffering to the people of Western Sahara and remained a source of political instability in the region. It also expressed the Council’s commitment to assist the parties to achieve a just, lasting and mutually acceptable political solution, while calling on them to cooperate with humanitarian agencies on outstanding difficulties, including the fate of missing persons and the prisoners of war.

“The members of the Security Council requested the two parties to continue to cooperate with the efforts of the International Committee of the Red Cross to solve the problem of the fate of all persons who have disappeared since the beginning of the conflict,” Ambassador Traoré said, adding that they also expressed their concern at the humanitarian situation of persons and populations affected by this ongoing crisis.

Morocco and the POLISARIO Front have contested the Territory since Spain relinquished control in 1974. MINURSO was established in 1991 to oversee the holding of a referendum in which the people of Western Sahara would choose between independence and integration with Morocco, as part of the UN Settlement Plan.

* * *

Bosnia and Herzegovina

25 March – The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) confirmed for the first time today that depleted uranium (DU) from weapons used in Bosnia and Herzegovina in 1994 and 1995 had contaminated a local supply of drinking water, but while this did not present an immediate risk, the agency recommended regular monitoring.

“These newest findings from UNEP’s ongoing post-conflict assessment work must not be seen as a cause for alarm,” Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said.  “Nevertheless, we recommend that precautions be taken and, in particular, that ground and drinking water – at and near sites where the presence of DU has been confirmed – be monitored regularly.”

The UNEP report released in Sarajevo says DU has contaminated local supplies of drinking water at one site, and can still be found in dust particles suspended in the air. But it notes that recorded contamination levels are very low and do not present immediate radioactive or toxic risks for the environment or human health.

The report’s recommendations include covering contamination points with asphalt or clean soil and investigating all health claims. “The findings of this study stress again the importance of appropriate clean-up and civil protection measures in a post-conflict situation,” Pekka Haavisto, Chairman of the UNEP DU projects said. “We hope that this work will play a role in protecting human health and the environment in the unfortunate event of future conflicts.”

The findings are consistent with previous UNEP studies carried out in Kosovo in 2001 and in Serbia and Montenegro last year. The UNEP team included representatives from the World Health Organization (WHO) and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).

In the health chapter of the report, WHO concludes that, due to the lack of a proper cancer registry and reporting system, claims of an increase in the rates of adverse health effects stemming from DU cannot be substantiated.  The existing scientific data on uranium and DU health effects indicate that it is highly unlikely that DU could be associated with any of the reported health problems.  

* * * 

Liberia

25 March – United Nations humanitarian agencies in Liberia are seriously concerned that that their aid resources – already in short supply – may be pressured even further as unrelenting violence between armed rebels and Government forces in the western part of the country has driven a new wave of civilians from their homes in search of safety.

According to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), the fighting between rebels from the Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD) and Government forces – which this week spread from western to central Liberia – has sparked a new wave of displacement that could overcrowd camps and outstrip food supplies.

Over the past week, as fighting in the region intensified, residents of Gbarnga, the provincial capital of Bong County and its surrounding areas, have been fleeing southwards to Monrovia and Totota. Others fled towards the town of Ganta on the border with Guinea. The road between Ganta and Gbarnga is now cut off and the UN agencies voiced concern whether food, water, health and medical supplies can be stretched to meet the needs of the rapidly increasing number of internally displaced persons (IDPs).

While existing facilities may still be adequate to absorb the new influx, UN aid agencies fear overcrowding in the camps could lead to heightened public health risk, OCHA said. Another critical issue is that food aid stocks are being depleted quickly – a break in the pipeline is anticipated in April for pulses and for cereals in May – unless resources are found to cover the needs ahead of upcoming shipments.

* * *

WHO

25 March – Ten days into the outbreak of the previously unrecognized disease known as Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS), the United Nations World Health Organization (WHO) today announced that two different viruses have now been identified in patient specimens as the possible source of the deadly illness.

“Eleven laboratories in nine countries have already found two very strong contenders, two viruses which are consistently isolated from many patients from very many different countries,” WHO virologist Klaus Stöhr told a press briefing in Geneva, referring to the collaborative network set up by the UN health agency to track the disease. “The research is ongoing. It is not normal that one disease is caused by two viruses.”

WHO officials said either one of the viruses, a paramyxo and a corona virus, could solely cause the disease or these two pathogens could have come together to cause the severe outbreak. It is possible both are common viruses, that are simultaneously present but not related in any way, they added.

“The reason why we believe that both pathogens should be given equal attention is that there is consistent finding of both pathogens in individual patients or either of the pathogens in other patients,” Mr. Stöhr said, adding that this dual presence complicated the picture from the point of disease control.

Joining Mr. Stöhr at the press briefing was WHO Executive Director of Communicable Diseases, David Heymann, who reiterated that until there are indications to the contrary, “travel is not to be interrupted throughout the world at this point.” All available evidence indicates that the disease has so far been contracted through close contact such as with a family member or a hospital worker, he added. 

WHO has reported 456 cases in 14 countries, resulting in 17 deaths. The agency said it remains concerned about Hong Kong and China where there is less information about containment activities and their success rate.

* * *

ILO

25 March – The Director-General of the United Nations International Labour Office (ILO), Juan Somavia, was today re-elected to a second term and pledged to work towards a “new social contract” based on decent work for all and a globalization that leaves no one behind.

“We consider the re-election of the Director-General today a confirmation of our appreciation of his innovativeness and dedication to the noble work of this organization,” Vice-Chairperson of the ILO Governing Body, Ambassador Eui-Yong Chung, said in endorsing the re-election.

Mr. Somavia, a Chilean and the first representative of the Southern Hemisphere to head ILO, received a second five-year mandate from the Governing Body. He will formally begin his next term in March 2004, during which he pledged to work towards decent work for all.

“Work is central to people’s lives and people everywhere are asking for solutions. We are responding to that call,” Mr. Somavia said, calling the vote an endorsement of the ILO’s ongoing efforts to deliver dignity to workers and decency to work. “Because we have voiced the concerns of people, the ILO is relevant, visible and in demand.”

Over the past four years, the ILO launched the Decent Work Agenda aimed at promoting workers’ rights, employment and enterprise creation and social protection. In addition, the agency established a top-level panel to promote international dialogue on ways to make globalization more inclusive and fair.

* * *

UN staff

25 March – The United Nations paid homage to detained, abducted or missing colleagues today with a call from Secretary-General Kofi Annan to punish those responsible and the distribution to staff of lapel pins intended to highlight the importance of staff security and safety.

“It is particularly troubling that so few perpetrators have been prosecuted for crimes against United Nations staff,” Mr. Annan said in a message marking the International Day of Solidarity with Detained and Missing Staff Members. “Surely, the swift application of justice would be a real deterrent and a blow against such impunity.”

The Day marks the armed abduction 18 years ago to the day of Alec Collett near Beirut Airport while on assignment for the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA). The fate of Mr. Collett, a former journalist and Director of the UN Information Centre in Ghana, has never been determined. 

“Your efforts are especially timely at a moment when many of our colleagues are braving danger and difficulties in responding to the humanitarian needs of the conflict in Iraq,” Mr. Annan told the UN Staff Union on receiving his lapel pin from Mr. Collett’s wife Elaine at UN headquarters in New York. “But of course, quite apart from those hostilities, UN staff around the world face risks and threats every single day.”

Mr. Annan called on Member States who have not yet done so to sign and ratify the 1994 Convention on the Safety of United Nations and Associated Personnel.

At least 39 staff members of the UN family of organizations are currently missing or “disappeared” – possibly under arrest or being held in detention.

* * *

UNESCO

March 25 – A United Nations programme helping to strengthen mass communication capabilities in developing countries awarded two South American community radio networks today its top prize for local-level innovation and achievement in broadcasting.  

At the Paris headquarters of the UN Educational, Social and Cultural Organization’s (UNESCO), representatives of the two community radio stations – Argentina-based Radio Huanacache network and Quispillaccta of Peru – will receive the IPDC-UNESCO Prize for Rural Communication from Torben Krogh, Chairperson of the Intergovernmental Council of the International Programme for the Development of Communication (IPDC).

The IPDC awards the $20,000 prize every two years to a person, group of people or one or more institutions or organizations for “their particularly meritorious and innovative actions aimed at improving communication and facilitating the participation of rural populations, especially in developing countries, in the economic, cultural and social life of their countries.”  Since it was set up in 1980, the IPDC has provided nearly $90 million to support about 1,000 communication projects.

At the ceremony, the Huanacache radio network – set up by the Maestro Pablo Pizzuno School in Argentina – will be represented by the school’s principal, and Radio Quispillaccta by one of its senior staff, as well as the head of the that farming community’s town council. The award ceremony is part of the 23rd session of the IPDC, which runs through Friday, and will be attended by representatives of the Council’s 39 Member States.

The Huanacache radio network was chosen because it brings together a dozen schools and communities in the north-eastern Lavalle Desert of Argentina’s Mendoza province. Three schools in the region have now set up community radios, with cultural and educational programming focusing on the activities of the local traditional Huarpe culture. Radio Quispillaccta broadcasts in the Quechua language from the Peruvian town of Ayacucho and aims to revive Andean farming and cultural traditions.

* *** *

________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the  Secretary-General.

           Good Afternoon.

           **Amman

           On the humanitarian side, in the north of Iraq, the UN assesses that there are some 300,000 internally

     displaced people who are largely staying with relatives.  Regular contacts with local UN staff indicate that a  coordinated response is under way to meet their needs.  Remaining food stocks in warehouses are being distributed.

           Local staff from the UN Development Programme (UNDP) are working with local authorities on the

     electrification of an IDP camp designed to hold 7,000 people.

           The Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) says there have been no substantial

     movements of Iraqi refugees across neighbouring borders.  Inside Iraq, however, there are media reports of people

     moving from cities into rural areas.

           The Executive Director of the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), Carol Bellamy, said today in a  statement that the agency is deeply troubled by the deteriorating conditions in areas of military action in Iraq.  She added that the situation in Basra was of particular concern as there is no electricity, and the water supply has been  interrupted, putting people at risk of disease from unsafe drinking water.

           Ms. Bellamy called on the parties of the conflict to put more focus on the humanitarian impact of the conflict  and urged them to make the safety of children a priority.

           The World Health Organization (WHO) says that during the last 24 hours it has received reports of serious  water shortages being experienced in Basra, Iraq’s second largest city.  As many as 60 per cent of the city's 1.7 million inhabitants are reported to lack access to clean, safe water.  This is of concern to WHO since lack of safe  water increases disease and death rates, particularly among children.  UNICEF local staff is working to get vital water  tankers into Basra to improve the situation for the city's children.

           In a statement released in Geneva today, WHO Director-General Dr. Gro Harlem Brundtland reminded all  parties to the conflict in Iraq to fully respect the neutrality of medical facilities and staff.

           The full text of the Amman briefing, as well other statements on the humanitarian situation in Iraq, are available  in my Office.

           **Humanitarian Meeting

           As we’ve mentioned to you earlier this week, tomorrow the Secretary-General will be meeting with heads of UN funds and programmes involved in humanitarian relief.

           Those present will include James Morris, World Food Programme (WFP) Executive Director; Carol Bellamy, UNICEF Executive Director; Mark Malloch Brown, Administrator of the UNDP; Rudd Lubbers, High Commissioner for Refugees; Benon Sevan, Iraq Programme’s Executive Director; and Kenzo Oshima, the United Nations’ Emergency  Relief Coordinator.

           They will be discussing the United Nations’ response to the humanitarian crisis in Iraq.

           ** ‘Oil-for-food’ Programme

           According to the Office of the Iraq Programme, Iraqi oil exports, not surprisingly, dropped during the week of  15-21 March to just 25 per cent of the previous week’s level.

           For the reporting period, exports and revenues reached 3.1 million barrels and $63 million, respectively,  compared with 12.7 million and $340 million for the previous week.

           The last oil loading under the programme was on Thursday, 20 March, at an oil terminal in Ceyhan, Turkey.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council is meeting in closed consultations this morning to discuss the mandate of the UN  Mission in Western Sahara.

           The Assistant Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, Hédi Annabi, briefed members.

           The Council is expected to adopt today a draft technical resolution extending the mandate of the Mission by two months.

           **Bosnia

           A report released today by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) confirms for the first time that depleted  uranium from weapons used in Bosnia and Herzegovina in 1994 and 1995 has contaminated local supplies for drinking water at one site, and can still be found in dust particles suspended in the air.

           The report says that the contamination levels are very low and do not present immediate radioactive or toxic  risks.  UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer cautioned that precautions should be taken, and that ground water and  drinking water at and near sites where depleted uranium has been confirmed to be present should be monitored  regularly.

           The UNEP report was based on data collected by a team of experts that investigated 15 sites targeted with depleted uranium weapons, which detected the presence of contamination and pieces of depleted uranium weapons at three of those sites.

           We have a press release with more details.

           **Liberia

           UN humanitarian agencies fear that the needs created by the continued fighting in Liberia could quickly  overburden their scarce aid resources.  The sharp increase in the number of internally displaced persons raises concerns of whether there will be enough food, water and medicine to provide them, the Office for the Coordination of  Humanitarian Affairs says in a press release.

           The Office warns that, in particular, the movement of people to camps in Montserrado and Bong Counties can  overstretch existing water and sanitation facilities, potentially leading to epidemics as the rainy season is fast approaching.

           Meanwhile, the agencies are being forced to meet emergency needs on a shoe-string budget, with only 1.5  per cent of the total UN inter-agency appeal for 2003, which totals $42.6 million, having been received to date.

           **Timor-Leste

           In Timor-Leste today, the representatives of the UNDP and Japan exchanged notes on a programme for the  reintegration, employment and stability for ex-combatants and communities.  Japan is donating $4.5 million to fund the   first year of the nation-wide programme.

           There’s a press release on that.

           **SARS

           The World Health Organization briefed the media in Geneva today on developments in the outbreak of Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome, or SARS.  The head of WHO's Communicable Diseases department, David Heymann, said two different viruses had been identified in samples from patients and most, if not all the cases identified so far,  could be traced back to a family member or direct contact with a hospital worker.  He added that, until there are indications to the contrary, WHO maintains that travel should not be interrupted because of the outbreak.

           The WHO has reported 456 cases so far in 14 countries, resulting in

     17 deaths.  We have the full text of the briefing is in my Office.

           **ILO Director-General Juan Somavia Re-elected to Second Term

           Juan Somavia from Chile, first representative of the Southern Hemisphere to head the International Labour Organization (ILO), was overwhelmingly re-elected to a second five-year term as Director-General today in Geneva. 

     The election took place at the 286th session of the ILO Governing Body, which began today.  His second term will formally begin in March 2004.

           More information upstairs.

           **Missing and Detained Staff

           Finally, in a message issued to mark the International Day of Solidarity with Detained and Missing Staff  Members, the Secretary-General today noted that Alec Collett has been missing for 18 years, after his abduction in  Beirut while on assignment for the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA).

           The Secretary-General said that the anniversary of his disappearance should be used to raise awareness  about the dangers that UN staff face.

           The UN Staff Union and its Committee on the Security and Independence of the International Civil Service is  trying to underscore that message by designing and producing a lapel pin symbolizing the loss of UN staff.  Today, the  Deputy Secretary-General is receiving one of those pins from Alec Collett’s wife, Elaine.

           The Secretary-General said, “I hope staff will wear the pin and thereby help raise global awareness of a crucial   issue for the success of our work.”

           Any questions?  Yes?

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  Did the Secretary-General meet with Condoleezza Rice and, if so, what did they talk about?

           Spokesman:  The meeting, to my knowledge, is still going on now.  It started a few minutes after 11 a.m., and it was scheduled to last until 12:30 p.m.  Although they went up there with delegations, the meeting started with just  two on two.  The Secretary-General and the Deputy Secretary-General meeting with the National Security Adviser and  the US Ambassador to the United Nations, John Negroponte.  And that continued until I came down here at about 12  noon.  So, it’s a two-on-two meeting for about an hour and, as far as I know, it’s still going on.

           (The Spokesman later on in the briefing informed correspondents that he had been told the that the meeting  had moved into the Secretary-General’s conference room with full delegations.)

           Question:  And what is the agenda?

           Spokesman:  Iraq is all I can say.  The United States asked for the meeting, and I assume that their

     spokesman will be giving you a read out.  I’ll see whether on our side there is anything we want to say, and if so, I’ll be  glad to give you a few words after the meetings is over.  Yes, Bill?

           Question:  Has the Secretary-General been asked to play any role in trying to mediate a ceasefire?

           Spokesman:  To my knowledge, no.  Unless you know something I don’t?

           Question:  Has the Secretary-General been asked to provide a legal opinion on whether the military conflict  violates the UN Charter?

           Spokesman:  Again, to my knowledge, no.  He has been in touch with many members of the Security

     Council, their permanent representatives, he’s been in touch with capitals, he’s talked with Amre Moussa, the  Secretary-General of the Arab League.  He’s eager to see the Council reunite on a plan for humanitarian assistance to  the Iraqis.  But on these two specific points, the ceasefire and the legal opinion, I am not aware that anyone has  approached him.  Yes, Michael?

           Question:  Going back to the peace plan again.  Saudi Arabia is coming forward with a peace plan.  They have  offered it to the United States and to the Iraqis.  Has the Secretary-General reacted to that; does he intend to weigh  in?

           Spokesman:  I am not aware that he has been shown a copy of it.  I’ll have to check with the office to see if  it’s come in; but I am not aware that it’s been brought to his attention.

           Question:  Then you mentioned the fact that he’s obviously very concerned about the looming humanitarian  crisis in Iraq.  And I am assuming that he’s trying to keep as apprised as possible about how the Council is doing on  the “oil-for-food” programme?

           Spokesman:  Yes.

           Question:  What’s holding it up?

           Spokesman:  First of all, the Council decided, as you know last week, to deal with this at the level of experts within the committee on sanctions against Iraq, the 661 committee.  They held a meeting on Saturday, they met again  yesterday.  I understand that after yesterday morning’s meeting they decided to resume at the level of ambassador.  I was not in that meeting.  I don’t think the Secretariat was present at those meetings, so, I can’t tell you what’s gone  on.  I think everyone’s intention is to reach agreement as quickly as possible.  There was some talk about formal  consultations beginning in the middle of this week.  But to my knowledge as of today they are still not scheduled for a  specific time, and we’ll let you know as soon as they are.  Yes?  [It was later announced that the Council would meet  in closed consultations on this subject at 10 a.m. tomorrow.]

           Question:  (Inaudible)

           Spokesman:  About Ceyhan, I said the last loading of oil under the oil-for-food programme went out through the Ceyhan terminal in Turkey on Thursday, 20 March.

           Question:  Richard Pearl is quoted as saying to the Guardian that Saddam Hussein will go down, and with him the United Nations.  And yesterday the Arab League ministers said that they expressed their opposition to what they  called the drift of the United Nations from its Charter.  Is the UN losing the battle on information, and what concrete  steps is the Secretary-General going to take to restore the good image of the Organization?

           Spokesman:  I think the Secretary-General feels that he’s been up-front and consistent and clear in his position.  He doesn’t feel that he has anything to apologize for.  The strains that the United Nations might be under  now are as a result of a disagreement between Member States.  His hope is that they can reach agreement on the humanitarian assistance and I don’t think he feels there’s anything that he can say or has to say on the public relations front.  Emotions run high when you have a war raging, people getting killed.  And I think that’s  understandable.  I don’t think he feels the United Nations itself is threatened by this, and I think he’s perfectly comfortable with the position he has taken.  Yes, Bill?

           Question:  Will there be any press availability for the Secretary-General and any of the heads of the

     humanitarian agencies after their meeting tomorrow?

           Spokesman:  I didn’t discuss that with his office yet, but I will do so to see if they might be interested in  talking to you after the meeting.

           Thank you very much.
                                              * *** *
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UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "Uranium" ��BBC - Depleted uranium still haunts Balkans By Alex Kirby�


� HYPERLINK  \l "UNEP" ��BOSNIA: UNEP Finds Depleted Uranium In Water, Air


�� HYPERLINK  \l "Bosnia" ��Financial Times (London) -  UN warns on Bosnia uranium�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Traces" ��Agence France Presse -  Traces of war-related uranium found in Bosnia: UN�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Hotspots" ��Deutsche Presse-Agentur- UNEP confirms depleted uranium hotspots in Bosnia�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Privatisation" ��Business Line  -  Water privatisation: reaching epidemic proportions�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Satellite" ��BBC - State-of-the-art environment satellite installed�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Nairobi" ��Africa News  - Satellite Installed At Nairobi UN Headquarters�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Summary" ��AFP - AFX Global Ethics Monitor Summary�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Wells" ��Agence France Presse Water cuts, burning oil wells pose "serious" health risk for Iraqis: UN


�� HYPERLINK  \l "Health" ��UNWIRE - Iraqis face serious health risks�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Bullets" ��Tierraamerica - Iraq:  Radioactive 'Silver Bullets' - Depleted Uranium Use by U.S. Forces 


�� HYPERLINK  \l "Health" ��Reuters - UN warns of growing public health risk in Iraq�
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