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Hazardous chemicals

Each year around 1,500 new chemicals are marketed, joining the around 70,000 already in existence. Over the next 15 years the global production of chemicals is set to increase by a hefty 85 percent. If the past is our guide, some seemingly benign products may have side effects that pose threats to the wider environment and human health.

Fortunately, 12 toxic substances collectively known as the dirty dozen, have been served notice under a new international agreement called the Stockholm Convention.

But what about the other more than 69,000 existing chemical substances and the thousands yet to come? How do we ensure that these are safe and sound and produced and handled in a responsible way? These are particularly crucial questions given that much of the manufacturing of chemicals is increasingly shifting to developing countries.

To continue the effort to keep tabs on chemicals worldwide, a new global effort, known as the strategic approach to international chemicals management, is under way.

The project has a long list of goals, including a universal labeling scheme, organized information exchanges on chemical hazards, plans to pinpoint stocks of obsolete chemicals and the creation of national centers for dealing with accidents. To fully realize our goals is going to require political will and a substantial amount of money.

Reducing the health and environmental impacts of modern chemicals and pesticides, including during their production and disposal, will not only help us meet the targets and timetables relating to the delivery of safe drinking water to billions. Such an effort will also play an important role in helping to restore and arrest the alarming loss of wildlife on land and in the world's rivers, seas and oceans.

Klaus Toepfer, Nairobi, executive director, United Nations Environment Program

Economic Times

Stockholm convention on POPs to kill pollutants
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[ WEDNESDAY, MAY 26, 2004 01:59:17 AM ] 
NEW DELHI: The 2001 Stockholm convention on persistent organic pollutants (POP) has become operational, marking the start of an ambitious international effort to rid the world of PCBs, dioxins and furans, and nine highly-dangerous pesticides. 

“The Stockholm Convention will save lives and protect the natural environment, particularly in the poorest communities and countries, by banning the production and use of some of the most toxic chemicals known to humankind,” said executive Klaus Toepfer of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), under whose auspices the convention was adopted. India is signatory to the convention. 

“Over the next several years, national investments plus donor pledges of hundreds of millions will channel more than $500 million into an overdue and urgently-needed initiative to ensure that future generations do not have to live as we do with measurable quantities of these toxic chemicals stored in their bodies,” Mr Toepfer said. 

Much of the funding will be managed by the Global Environment Facility, which serves as the financial mechanism for the convention on an interim basis. 

Of all the pollutants released into the environment every year by human activity, POPs are amongst the most dangerous. For decades, these highly-toxic chemicals have killed and sickened people and animals by causing cancer and damaging the nervous, reproductive and immune systems. They have also caused numerous birth defects. 

Governments will seek a rapid start to action against POPs when they meet for the first meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention (COP 1) in Punta del Este, Uruguay, in the first week of May 2005. 

They will fast-track efforts to reduce or eliminate the carcinogenic chemicals known as dioxins and furans. Many of the required improvements in technologies and processes may prove expensive and technically-challenging, particularly for developing countries. 

Secondly, assistance to countries in malarial regions to replace DDT with the increasingly-safe and effective alternatives will be given. Until such alternatives are in place, the convention allows governments to continue using DDT to protect their citizens from malaria — a major killer in many tropical regions. 

The COP will also finalise support efforts by each national government to develop an implementation plan. Already, over 120 developing countries have started to elaborate such plans with funds from the Global Environment Facility, the UNEP said. 

Every human carries traces of POPs in his or her body. They are highly stable compounds that can last for decades before breaking down. They circulate globally through a process known as the “grasshopper effect”. 

POPs released in one part of the world can, through a repeated process of evaporation and deposit, be transported through the atmosphere to regions far away from the original source. 

Fortunately, there are alternatives to most POPs. The problem has been that high costs, lack of public awareness and the absence of appropriate infrastructure and technology have often prevented their adoption. Solutions must be tailored to the specific properties and uses of each chemical, as well as to each country’s climatic and socio-economic conditions. 
Waste News
May 24, 2004, Monday

Banking on reductions; World finance leader sets pollution reduction goals

BYLINE: Joe Truini

DATELINE: Charlotte, N.C.

BODY:
One of the world's largest financial institutions is taking steps to lead its industry and is calling on others to follow.

Bank of America Corp. will set best practices for the environment, leading the financial services industry with climate change and forest policies, the Rainforest Action Network said May 17.

The effort will include reducing greenhouse gas emissions and protecting forests. The company said it will also report publicly and transparently on its progress. 

''The health of our environment has a very real effect on the health of our local and regional economies and, therefore, on the health of our company,'' said Ken Lewis, Bank of America CEO. ''In meeting this responsibility, we are committing to a higher standard of environmental awareness in our business and financing practices and will encourage others in corporate America to do the same.''

Bank of America set initial greenhouse gas reduction goals of 7 percent by 2008, based on the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change's best estimate on greenhouse gas emissions. The company will extend the reductions beyond its own operations to include relationships with its customers and suppliers.

The World Meteorological Organization and the United Nations Environment Program established the IPCC in 1988 to assess the climate change issue.

The company also will create an environmental council to ensure that it meets its environmental goals and that the results are tracked and reported.

The company's policies are the type of leadership the global financial sector needs, said Michael Brune, executive director of the San Francisco-based Rainforest Action Network.

''By embedding strong environmental principles into its policies and practices, Bank of America is helping the financial sector to live up to the ideals of a democratic economy,'' he said.

Bank of America is one of the world's largest financial institutions, serving 33 million customers in 150 countries with 5,700 retail banking offices and more than 16,000 ATMs.

Contact Waste News reporter Joe Truini at (330) 865-6166 or jtruini@crain.com
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Antara - The Indonesian National News Agency

May 25, 2004

UNEP includes Indonesian environmental campaign in calendar of activities

BODY:


Balikpapan, E Kalimantan, May 25 (ANTARA) - The United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP) has listed the "Save the Bay Now", an ongoing environmental campaign in Indonesia's East Kalimantan province, in its calendar of activities.

"This is the only World Environment Day event in Indonesia to be included in UNEP's calendar of activities," Save the Balikpapan Bay Foundation program officer, M Putrawijaya, said on Tuesday.

World Environment Day will be celebrated on June 5, with the theme, "Wanted Seas and Oceans, Dead or Alive".
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Reuters

Brazil Says Foreign Media Distort Amazon Destruction
BRASILIA, Brazil - Brazil's government accused foreign media and nongovernmental organizations on Tuesday of trying to undermine Brazil's farm boom by distorting the facts and linking it to destruction of the Amazon jungle. 

Environmentalists have charged that burgeoning Brazilian soybean production has contributed to growing deforestation of the world's largest tropical jungle as farmers seek new land. 

Brazil's Agriculture Ministry said the foreign reports of these charges showed a lack of knowledge about the Amazon and that farming there represented a tiny fraction of the jungle's total size. 

"There are strong indications that behind these stories is the objective of damaging the image of Brazil's competitive farm sector in the world," it said in a statement. 

The ministry cited recent stories in The New York Times, Britain's The Guardian and The Economist linking to agriculture the destruction of the Amazon -- home to up to 30 percent of the planet's animal and plant species. 

The Amazon's continuous rain forest is just under half the size of the continental United States, but the rate of destruction of the forest jumped in 2003. 

The Agriculture Ministry singled out as offensive an April 1 report by an Indonesia-based research institute that the Amazon destruction was fueled by soaring beef exports. Two Brazilian government agencies contributed to that report. 

Brazil has long blamed massive farm subsidies by rich countries for undermining its agricultural exports to those markets. The Agriculture Ministry said those countries are now trying to introduce environmental and labor issues to international trade agreements. 

"Because of this, it is inevitable to suspect that such reports reflect the discomfort that the growth of Brazil's agribusiness is causing international competitors," it said. "That is, the worry of the beneficiaries of protectionism in developed countries with the competitiveness of our agriculture." 

Brazil is the world's largest producer of coffee, orange juice and sugar. It is poised to supplant the United States as the world's No. 1 exporter of soybeans. 

Brazil sought this month to expel a New York Times correspondent over a report that President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva had a drinking problem. Brazil dropped the attempt after the journalist apologized to the president. 

Story by Axel Bugge 

Story Date: 26/5/2004 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Xinhuanet

POPs pose great challenges

BEIJING, May 24 (Xinhuanet) -- China, one of the world's largest chemical products producers, is confronted with great challenges in reducing and eliminating the Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) that exist in these products, Luo Yi, an official with the State Environmental Protection Administration (SEPA), said here Monday. 
    Luo made the remarks at an international symposium on the impact of POPs in urban areas cosponsored by the United Nations University and Sino-Japan Friendship Center for Environmental Protection located in Beijing. 

    On May 17, the Stockholm Convention on POPs, which was signed by China and 150 other countries and regions in 2001, legally cameinto force. In the convention, 12 POPs, the so-called 'dirty dozen', were listed as the initial controlling target. 

    POPs are chemical substances that persist in the environment, bio-accumulate through the food web, and pose a risk of causing adverse effects to human health and the environment. 

    "Every human in the world carries traces of POPs in their bodies. These chemicals are highly stable compounds that can last for years or decades before breaking down," said Li Guogang, the chief engineer of China National Environmental Monitoring Center. 

    According to Luo, among the nine pesticides included by the convention's POP list, five were once mass produced in China, and four are still found to be produced and used in some places today.China has detected POPs existing in crops, fruits, tea leaves, animals and human bodies. 

    In certain parts of China, pollution of POPs is very serious, but China does not have the monitoring capability at present, Luo said. 

    Fortunately, POPs have already caught the government's attention. SEPA has established a Stockholm Convention Implementation Office in Beijing and since 1999, Canada, Italy andthe Global Environment Facility have respectively funded China in controlling POPs. 

    "The problem of POPs is a global issue, so we must join hands together to get rid of it, or we ourselves will suffer from it sooner or later," said Tsunao Kamijo, a Japanese participating in the symposium. 

_______________________________________________________________________

Daily Mail

25TH May 2004

Great Apes Survival Project
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BBC

Hundreds dead in Caribbean floods 
More than 500 people have been killed and many more are missing in floods and mudslides in Haiti and the Dominican Republic, officials say. 
The border areas of the two states on the Caribbean island of Hispaniola are among the worst affected. 

Emergency officials in the Dominican Republic say more than 13,000 people have been made homeless. 

US and Canadian troops in Haiti are taking part in the relief work. More rain is forecast. 

Many missing 
The floods came after two weeks of persistent rain saturated the ground. 

People in the Dominican Republic are calling this the worst natural disaster to have affected their nation in the last 100 years. 

They found my daughter - now I have to see if I have any family left 
Flood victim 


One Dominican woman said that she tried to hold on to her two little children but the water just pulled them away from her. 

Another prayed to God to give her the strength to cope with losing many members of her family. 

Entire villages have been obliterated and dozens of bodies are piling up in makeshift morgues. 

As rescue workers reach the more remote areas where the flooding was at its most severe, the number of corpses being pulled from beneath the mud and wreckage continues to rise. 

There are simply too many for them to get a proper burial. 

With makeshift morgues filling up, fear of disease means that the dead are now being buried in mass graves. 

Near the Dominican town of Jimani, two rivers overflowed and swept away many houses, killing at least 110. 

One resident was reported to have been swept along by the raging torrent, only surviving by catching on to the branch of a tree. 

Frantic relatives have been digging through mud for loved ones, as a makeshift morgue at the town hospital filled with dozens of corpses. 

"They found my daughter," a distraught woman standing outside the morgue told AP news agency. 

"Now I have to see if I have any family left." 

Cut off 
More than 200 people in the Jimani region are missing and thousands have been made homeless. 

Air force and army teams have been searching for survivors. 

Many roads remain impassable after weeks of rain. 

Peacekeepers stationed in Haiti have been using helicopters to carry supplies to the worst-hit regions, a spokesman for the US-led 3,600-strong force said. 

The government has sent emergency teams, including hundreds of extra troops, from the capital, Santo Domingo. 

"We are co-ordinating urgent measures to rescue survivors and evacuate people who are in danger," said National Emergency Commission (NEC) chief Radhames Lora Salcedo. 

In Haiti, at least 140 people have been reported killed, according to local radio stations. 

The dead were mostly from towns in the south-east of the country, near the Dominican border and Jimani. 

Damage to both countries' crops and infrastructure is being estimated at many millions of dollars. 

In the neighbouring US territory of Puerto Rico, at least one man was missing and some 100 people had to flee their houses because of flooding. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ENS

Largest Companies Taking Climate Change Into Account
LONDON, UK, May 25, 2004 (ENS) - The world's largest firms are showing a growing willingness to face the potential risks and opportunities of climate change, a group of institutional investors said on Wednesday. The second annual report of the Carbon Disclosure Project (CDP) is based on responses to a survey of the world's 500 biggest public companies. 

“Investors are saying that climate change can impact shareholder value both positively and negatively, and the market needs information to assess and value the issue,” said James Cameron, CDP chairman. “Companies are now acknowledging they should communicate what they know to their investors, or at the very least, find out what they don’t know.” 

The Carbon Disclosure Project provides a coordinating secretariat for a group of institutional funders and investors. It is a special project of Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisers, with nonprofit charitable status in the United States. 

The CDP was launched on December 4, 2000 at No. 10 Downing Street. The results made public by the CDP on May 19 are from the second cycle of the project which involved sending a letter and questionnaire to the 500 largest companies in the world. 

Greenhouse gas emissions rise from Chemical Works, Wilton, Teesside, England (Photo by Ian Britton courtesy FreeFoto)
The information request was signed by 95 institutional investment firms, two-thirds of them European, with assets of $10 trillion and sent on November 1, 2003. CDP membership has grown from only 35 when it issued its first report last year. 

Fifty-nine percent of the 500 companies surveyed this year responded, compared with 47 percent last year. The report on their responses was authored by Innovest Strategic Value Advisors. 

Fifty companies are identified as "climate leaders." But the CDP also praises many other respondents for quantifying and preparing to trade emissions and for issuing more coherent and comprehensive corporate climate strategies. 

The CDP report welcomes the creation of multi-disciplinary teams to manage companies' risk profile, greater use of standardized measurement systems and more involvement in renewable energy projects. 

“Companies failing to respond or providing weak responses to those that own a significant share of their business will invite particular scrutiny from the investment community,” said Cameron. “Investors now have ample understanding and opportunity to reallocate assets to reduce climate change risk and invest in companies offering solutions to accelerated global warming.” 

Solar panels power the petrol pumps at a BP station in Perivale, United Kingdom. BP was one of the companies that answered the CDP survey. (Photo courtesy BP Solarex )
Companies' increased awareness is driven by factors such as the US$70 billion (€58 billion) cost of weather related natural disasters in 2003, the CDP says. 

Firms are also responding to a growing array of legislation promoting a lower carbon economy - including more investment in non-hydro renewables and clean technologies. 

Fears, especially in energy intensive industry sectors, about the future cost of carbon are also an important driver. 

Tessa Tennant, CDP chairperson said, "We face a monumental educational challenge because most institutional investors have a knowledge deficit when it comes to obtaining systematic, portfolio-wide information about the risks companies face when it comes to climate change." 

She noted that the financial consequences of climate change are almost certain to grow, and the information deficit for investors will prove costly. 

Managing the financial risks of climate change does not necessarily impose a net cost on companies. The report noted that those companies surveyed who were quick to reduce gas emissions stand to gain competitive advantage, in terms of both cost and market risk management. For example BP has cut annual carbon dioxide emissions at their plants by 10 million metric tons, saving some $650 million. 

Companies are facing pressure from financial market authorities and fiduciaries to deal with climate risk. The introduction of “Generally Accepted Carbon Accounting Principles” appears likely, and litigation against major emitters is possible, the CDP report states. 

Despite the signs of progress it identifies, the CDP points out that there are significant "inconsistencies" between some responses and what happens on the ground. 

The report was launched in New York on Friday, and it will be introduced in Melbourne, Australia on June 2 and inr Tokyo on June 3. 

{ENDS Environment Daily contributed to this report.}
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	Cruzada global contra los químicos

	



Por Klaus Toepfer*
La Convención de Estocolmo, que entró en vigor el 17 de mayo, pondrá freno a las más temibles sustancias tóxicas en el planeta. Pero los mejores esfuerzos aún están por venir, señala en esta columna exclusiva para Tierramérica el Director Ejecutivo del Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA).
NAIROBI.- Cada año, alrededor de mil 500 químicos nuevos entran al mercado mundial, uniéndose a los 70 mil que ya existen. 

A lo largo de la próxima década y media, se estima que la producción global de químicos se incrementará 85 por ciento. 

Muchos compuestos novedosos traerán importantes beneficios en muchas áreas de la vida, incluyendo la agricultura, la industria y el cuidado de la salud. 

Sin embargo, si el pasado es nuestra guía, algunos productos aparentemente benignos podrían tener efectos secundarios que amenacen al medio ambiente y la salud humana. 

Tal fue el caso de los Bifenilos Policlorados (BPC), fluidos utilizados en unidades eléctricas y de transmisión. 

Cuando fueron inventados en el siglo 20, pocas personas, si es que alguna, sabían que con el tiempo estarían ligados con enfermedades de la piel, daños al hígado y cáncer. 

Quién habría pensado que décadas después aparecerían en la leche materna de los Inuits (habitantes del Polo Norte), quienes vivían a cientos, si no es que a miles de kilómetros de distancia de donde los fluidos fueron elaborados. 

Afortunadamente, los BPC, junto con otras 11 sustancias tóxicas conocidas como la Docena Sucia, están controlados a través de la Convención de Estocolmo sobre los Contaminantes Orgánicos Persistentes (COP), que entró en vigor el 17 de mayo. 

A través de este nuevo tratado internacional, los gobiernos del planeta otorgan su apoyo político y financiero para la reducción y eliminación de nueve insecticidas, dos productos secundarios de incineración y los BPC. 

Uno de los insecticidas, el DDT, obtuvo exención de la prohibición debido a su importancia en la lucha contra el mosquito que transmite la malaria. 

En contrapartida, parte de los 500 millones de dólares destinados a la eliminación de la Docena Sucia, irá hacia la búsqueda de alternativas más seguras en la lucha contra la malaria, incluyendo mejores insecticidas así como tratamientos y vacunas. 

Las futuras generaciones pueden esperar un mundo en donde dichos químicos e insecticidas sean, por lo menos, notas al pie de página en un libro de historia. 

¿Qué pasa, sin embargo, con las otras más de 69 mil sustancias existentes y las miles que están por venir? ¿Cómo garantizamos que éstas sean seguras y sostenibles y producidas y manejadas de manera responsable? 

Éstas son preguntas cruciales, dado que mucha de la producción de químicos está mudándose cada vez más hacia los países en desarrollo. 

Ahora tenemos la Convención de Estocolmo y es probable que durante los próximos años más contaminantes orgánicos persistentes se unan a la lista prohibida. 

También acaba de entrar en vigor la Convención de Rotterdam sobre Consentimiento Informado Previo, que controla una lista de químicos e insecticidas peligrosos, y requiere que los exportadores busquen la aprobación del país importador antes de que se autorice el embarque. 

Sin embargo, el desarrollo más significativo aún está por llegar. Se trata del Enfoque Estratégico para la Gestión Internacional de Productos Químicos (SAICM, por sus siglas en inglés). 

En 2006, cuando el Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA) lleve a cabo la Sesión Especial de su Consejo de Administración, las bases de este nuevo enfoque radical sobre los químicos deberán estar listas. 

Los gobiernos deberían tener para entonces el programa detallado de acción para lograr la meta de reducir en 2020 los efectos adversos de los químicos en la salud humana y el medio ambiente, acordada en 2002 durante la Cumbre Mundial sobre Desarrollo Sostenible en Johannesburgo. 

Algunas metas del SAICM son el establecimiento de un método de etiquetado claro y universalmente aceptado, homologación de evaluaciones de riesgo de químicos sobre todo en relación al cáncer y la salud reproductiva, intercambio de información entre países desarrollados y en desarrollo y planes nacionales para el desecho seguro de químicos obsoletos. 

También se prevén programas de prevención y manejo de accidentes industriales, la creación de una red internacional de centros de tratamiento de envenenamiento y medidas globales enérgicas contra el contrabando y el intercambio de químicos e insecticidas ilegales o controlados. 

Este nuevo enfoque “paraguas” requerirá de voluntad política y una sustanciosa cantidad de dinero, aún no calculada. Lo que es claro es que los beneficios de este nuevo enfoque tendrán potencialmente mayores impactos. 

La lucha global por el control de químicos está vinculada al desarrollo sostenible y la reducción de la pobreza. 

Maximizar los beneficios y reducir los impactos ambientales y de salud de los químicos no sólo nos ayudará a cumplir las metas en la provisión de agua potable segura a millones de personas, sino también a detener la pérdida alarmante de vida salvaje en la tierra y en los ríos, mares y océanos del mundo. 

* · El autor es Director Ejecutivo del Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA).
	GLOBAL: Getting Ready for Youth Summit 
	


MEXICO CITY - Some 600 girls and boys from 100 countries will take part in an international environmental conference in July in the United States, where they will discuss global problems, present proposals and demand answers from the adult world. 

"It will be the largest meeting of its kind ever," says Catalina Saravia, spokeswoman for the non-governmental Organization for Education and Environmental Protection of Colombia, which alongside the Mexico-based regional office of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), is promoting Latin American participation in the event. 

The kids will have five days, Jul. 19-23, in the northeastern city of New London, to debate issues related to oceans, rivers and wetlands, endangered flora and fauna, indigenous communities, environmental practices and energy policy.

________________________________________________________________________________________

	Can Planting Trees Be Harmful?

	



By Diana Cariboni*
Environmentalists warn that monoculture of tree plantations threatens the Uruguayan environment. But there are no studies available on the true impacts of commercial forestry, which now covers more than 600,000 hectares, or four percent of productive land in this South American country.
MONTEVIDEO - What's wrong with planting trees? ask the promoters of commercial forestry, which is spreading throughout South America. In Uruguay, there are no definitive answers, but all signs indicate that it is a problem of scale. 

Orderly rows of eucalyptus and pine trees are proliferating in Argentina, Brazil, Chile and Uruguay, representing 40 percent of the 10 million hectares of rapid-growth tree plantations worldwide. 

Unlike other forestry plantations, these are intended only to produce "fast wood" at low cost -- huge quantities of narrow tree trunks that serve as raw material for cellulose used to manufacture paper. 

The Latin American forestry policies, encouraged by multilateral institutions and international cooperation agencies, "increasingly focus on promoting monoculture (of pines, eucalyptus or other species) rather than on protecting native forests," Ricardo Carrere, coordinator of the World Rainforest Movement, WRM, told Tierramérica. 

"The reason is that the forest is seen as a mine to be exploited," he commented. 

In Uruguay, Law 15.939 of 1987 led to "explosive growth of tree plantations between 1997 and 1998," forestry agronomist Ariel Rodríguez Yáñez, co-author of that bill and former professor at the University of the Republic of Uruguay, told Tierramérica. 

Subsidies, taxes that were never collected, soft credits and expenditures on road infrastructure total some 400 million dollars to promote the industry, according to WRM. 

Fast-wood plantations now cover more than 600,000 hectares in Uruguay, or four percent of its productive land. The native temperate forests cover 810,000 hectares. 

Rodríguez Yáñez, now working as an advisor to the forest product companies, says the policy was good, but has been unsuccessful because of the lack of industrialization. "We continue to be exporters of raw material, vulnerable to the fluctuations of the international market." 

Uruguay's forestry exports totaled 86.5 million dollars in 2002, with 43 million dollars representing raw wood, according to the national Forestry Directorate. The country's overall foreign sales that year reached 2.2 billion dollars. 

The forestry industry involves some 1,500 producers, and U.S. and European transnationals predominate. The sector provides around 3,000 permanent jobs in this country of 3.4 million people, according to the 2000 agricultural census. 

Seasonal work -- planting, pruning and harvest -- is not included in the statistics. Workers are hired through intermediaries and generally are not covered by Uruguayan labor legislation. 

The initial boom hit the brakes due to a delay in subsidy payments, which is five years behind. After the devaluation of the Uruguayan peso in 2002, even the subsidies failed to be attractive. 

But the pines and eucalyptus are still there. The expectations for industrialization are focused on plans of Spanish and Finnish companies to set up two cellulose factories in western Uruguay -- plans that have come under fire for their potential threat to the environment. 

According to the forestry law, forests are areas "in which trees predominate, regardless of size, exploited or not, and which are in conditions to produce wood or other forestry products or to exercise influence in the conservation of soils, the watershed or climate, or which provide shelter or other benefits of national interest." 

But the only thing in common between forests and plantations are the trees, argue environmentalists. 

Forests contain a diversity of trees and bushes of different ages, other related species and provide shelter, food and reproductive conditions for a variety of animal life. This biological diversity interacts with the soil, the water, the solar energy and climate, ensuring regeneration and conservation. 

In contrast, monoculture plantations involve one or a handful of species planted in plots and all are the same age. They require the intensive use of agro-chemicals and very few native species are able to grow in those areas. 

But does that make tree plantations harmful to the environment? In Uruguay, there is no way of knowing for sure. Legislation for evaluating environmental impacts excludes the forestry industry -- as if it were assumed that planting trees could never be detrimental. 

Environmental groups are demanding independent environmental impact studies, and argue that the big plantations of pines and eucalyptus lead to soil erosion and alter the natural water cycle, in addition to threatening native forest and grassland ecosystems. 

"For better or worse, forestation modifies the structural conditions of the soil due to the root system of the trees," acknowledged Rodríguez Yáñez. 

Uruguay is promoting commercial tree plantations in areas where there is lower output of the country's emblematic products: beef and wool. In practice, this has meant plantations taking over natural grasslands -- Uruguay's most extensive ecosystem and most diverse in plant life -- and in areas where there used to be natural forests or remnants of them. 

"Our greatest biodiversity of plants is not in the forests, where there are some 200 species of trees and bushes," said WRM's Carrere. "There are thousands of plant species in our prairies that could be hurt" by commercial forestry. 

The forestry law prohibits logging of native forests but does allow the felling of isolated trees if they stand in the way of a plantation. 

In other regions of the world, the loss of biodiversity has been established as being related to monoculture tree plantations. 

At the end of 2001, Indonesia had 1.4 million hectares of tree plantations, half on land that was previously natural forest, according to the study "Fast-Wood Forestry: Myths and Realities", published in 2003 by four international institutions. 

The report states that rapid-growth tree plantations are expanding by one million hectares a year. 

The groups responsible for the study were the Center for International Forestry Research, financed by multilateral agencies, governments and corporations; the World Conservation Union (IUCN); the World Wildlife Fund; and Forest Trends, an advisory group for the forestry industry. 

Authors Christian Cossalter and Charlie Pye-Smith are looking for a midway point between the arguments of environmentalists and of industry, but acknowledge that commercial forestry has caused social and environmental problems "in some situations." 

They suggest that governments eliminate or drasti
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UN or UNEP in the news

Stockholm convention on POPs to kill pollutants[image: image3.png]



Economic Times, India, MAY 26, 2004 - NEW DELHI: The 2001 Stockholm convention on persistent organic pollutants (POP) has become operational, marking the start of an ambitious international effort to rid the world of PCBs, dioxins and furans, and nine highly-dangerous pesticides.
“The Stockholm Convention will save lives and protect the natural environment, particularly in the poorest communities and countries, by banning the production and use of some of the most toxic chemicals known to humankind,” said executive Klaus Toepfer of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), under whose auspices the convention was adopted. India is signatory to the convention…
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/articleshow/698822.cms 

Balikpapan only RI entry in official UNEP calendar 
Jakarta Post, Indonesia, May 25, 2004 - BALIKPAPAN, East Kalimantan (Antara): The United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP) has listed an ongoing environmental East Kalimantan campaign in its calendar of activities, a program official said on Tuesday. 
"The Save the Bay Now in Balikpapan is included in UNEP calendar of activities, making it the only Indonesian entry," said Save the Balikpapan Bay Foundations program officer M. Putrawijaya.
"The program is aimed to improve the condition of Balikpapan Bay, which is indispensable to residents," he said. The UNEP has set this year's theme for World Environment Day, which falls on June 5, as Wanted: Seas and Oceans, Dead or Alive. 
http://www.thejakartapost.com/detaillatestnews.asp?fileid=20040525153742&irec=0 

DDT a dirty chemical
Although set for a ban, the pesticide DDT lingers in the battle against malaria, writes Alister Doyle. 
The Star, Malaysia, May 25, 2004 - FEW poisons have ridden such a roller-coaster through environmental history as DDT. Once hailed as a miracle pesticide, DDT was outlawed as one of a “Dirty Dozen” chemicals on May 17 even as it stays in use as a controversial spray against malaria-spreading mosquitoes. 
 …“There is still a role for DDT,” said Jim Willis, head of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) chemicals division, estimating that about 25 countries will use DDT under exemptions from the DDT pesticide ban. 
http://thestar.com.my/lifestyle/story.asp?file=/2004/5/25/features/7987818&sec=features 

Loren cops another environmental award
Manila Bulletin, Philippines, May 25, 2004 - The Priyadarshni Academy of India has conferred on Koalisyon ng Nagkakaisang Pilipino (KNP) vice presidential candidate Sen. Loren Legarda the Global Award in the Field of the Environment in recognition of her efforts to preserve and nurture Mother Nature through legislation and action.
Elevated in 2001 to the Global 500 Honor Roll of the United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP), Loren would be honored by Priyadarshni during its 20th anniversary celebrations on September 19 at the Hotel Oberoi Towers in Mumbai, India.
http://www.mb.com.ph/MTNN2004052610404.html 


Phasing out the toxics
The Star, Malaysia, May 25, 2004 - By KLAUS TOEPFER - EACH year around 1,500 new chemicals are marketed, joining the around 70,000 already in existence. Over the next decade-and-a-half, the global production of chemicals is set to increase by a hefty 85%.   
There will be many new and novel compounds that will bring important and welcome benefits to many areas of life including agriculture, industry and health care. However, if the past is our guide, some seemingly benign products may have side-effects that may pose threats to the wider environment and human health.  
http://thestar.com.my/lifestyle/story.asp?file=/2004/5/25/features/8011382&sec=features 

Be prepared! – Unnatural weather, natural disasters are new UN focus
Bangkok Post, May 26, 2004 (Elizabeth Olson, NTY News Services) – As 1999 drew to a close,  two weeks of continuous rain drummed down the sides of the Avila Mountains in northern Venezuela. The soil was so saturated that landslides and mudflows careered down the mountain, washing away towns, dams and bridges and claiming thousand of lives.
Although this was one of the deadliest natural disasters in recent decades, it was far from unique. Last year, 700 floods, storms and other weather calamities claimed 75,000 lives worldwide and caused about $65 billion in economic damage. By far, most of the victims – about 98 percent – were in the poorest nations.
But officials at the World Meteorological Organization, the world’s weather agency, say that in the future that tool can be cut in half. The little-known UN agency, with 187 member countries, began a drive in March to improve early weather warnings and disaster preparations, and to build up weather agencies in developing countries..

General Environment News

WWF Study Links Sea Turtles To Jobs 
UN Wire, Tuesday, May 25, 2004  - As sea turtle populations decline worldwide, so do the coastal economies that rely on the creatures to attract tourists, particularly in developing countries, according to a report released yesterday.
The study by the conservation organization WWF says tourism brings in almost three times the revenue as the sale of meat, leather and eggs from sea turtles.  The report, the first to document the global value of the endangered animals, assessed 18 sites in Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean.
At nine sites where turtles are used for their shells, meat and eggs, the average annual income derived from the products was just over $600,000.  Alternately, at nine sites where turtles are a visitor attraction, the average annual income was nearly triple that at almost $1.8 million (Amanda Brown, London Independent, May 25). 

Turtle tourism worth more than meat: WWF

ABC Newsonline (Australia), May 25, 2004 - The Worldwide Fund for Nature (WWF) has warned that the destruction of sea turtles is losing coastal communities millions of dollars each year in missed opportunities of eco-tourism.
http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/s1115694.htm 

******************************
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General Environment News

Checkup on environmental damage caused by mining starts

Xinhuanet 2004-05-25

China's environmental authority has launched a nationwide checkup on illegal operation of mining companies that do damages to the environment. The checkup is carried out jointly by the State Environmental Protection Administration, the Ministry of Land and Resources and the State Administration of Production Safety and will end by September this year. 

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-05/25/content_1489888.htm

Also in China Daily: http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2004-05/26/content_333717.htm


Capital to see buses powered by hydrogen next year
China Daily 2004-05-26
Commuters in Beijing may be able to ride in zero-emission hydrogen-powered buses next year. According to an agreement signed between DaimlerChrysler and the Chinese Ministry of Science and Technology (MST) yesterday, China will purchase three hydrogen-powered, Mercedes-Benz Citaro fuel cell buses from the German auto-maker in the coming year. …"China is formulating its energy strategy for the next two decades and hydrogen energy - as a kind of clean, efficient, safe and sustainable energy resource - has been put on the nation's energy development priority list, Shi Dinghuan, MST's secretary general said. 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2004-05/26/content_333714.htm
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

BAHRAIN
Bahrainis urged to save water  

A NEW plea has gone out to people to save water, or risk shortages, particularly in the summer.

Consumption is far exceeding supply, said Electricity and Water Ministry Assistant Under-Secretary for Distribution and Customer Services Adnan Fakhro.

"The high demand on water, which is increasing annually by three to six per cent, is met by groundwater with top production limits of 30 million gallons per day, or through desalination plants with 73.5 millions gallons per day," said Mr Fakhro

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/Articles.asp?Article=82480&Sn=BNEW
Month-long celebrations planned to mark World Environment Day

Bahrain is planning a month-long celebration of World Environment Day which falls on June 5. 

This year, the international theme is “Wanted Dead or Alive: Our Seas and Oceans,” and Mr Zakariya Khonji, head of public relations and environmental media at the Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife, said the focus would be very much on Bahrain’s marine environment, its beaches and on educating the youth about how to nurture this environment.

“Although many of our events are geared for the youth, we welcome adult participation, also because, unless every member of the public, regardless of age, is sensitised to the need for a clean environment, we can’t succeed,” he said. “The first event is an interactive art experience on June 3 and 4 at Al Hayam Beach, Askar. Children and adults are welcome to take part.

“We’re seeking the help of environmental non-governmental organisations in Bahrain to bring in participants. We’ll encourage them to experience the beauty of Bahrain’s coastal areas and transfer it to canvas.

“On June 5, there will be an exhibition of the best paintings and drawings at the Bahrain Arts Society in Budaiya. This segment of our celebrations is being co-ordinated by Bahraini artist Abbas Al Mousawi,” he said.

In a bid to reach out and involve as many members of the public as possible, the commission is running a quiz in Arabic and English language newspapers.

The 30-question quiz will run over the whole month of June, and there will be 30 prizes given away. On June 5, there will also be a symposium in the studios of Bahrain Television that will be telecast live.

Four participants will discuss key issues concerning Bahrain’s environment and marine ecology. Taking up on the same theme, expert Jassim Al Qasseer at the directorate of fisheries will deliver a lecture on Bahrain’s marine resources on June 15 at a venue to be announced later.

Finally, on June 28, the commission has organised a workshop for the youth entitled, “What Youth Want From the Environment.” 

This is expected to attract the participation of local schools, and nearly 200 youth will join in. The event is scheduled to take place at the Bahrain Conference Centre. 

“We hope to make the youth more aware of what is at stake if they ignore the environment and look forward for rich interaction from them,” Mr. Khonji said.
http://www.bahraintribune.com/ArticleDetail.asp
LEBANON
UN advises region to plant more trees: Afforestation can improve water quality, increase food production

The UN's Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) advised countries in the Middle East and North Africa on Monday to plant more trees to improve the quality of water and increase food production. 

"Although forest cover is low, afforestation and green landscaping are gaining ground in the Near East, despite harsh climatic conditions," Hosny al-Lakany, FAO assistant director-general for forestry, said. 

In a statement coinciding with the start of a five-day meeting of experts in the Lebanese capital, Beirut, he said that "planted trees not only help the region to have better quality water, but trees serve as windbreaks and shelterbelts against desertification." 

Forest cover in the region amounts to around 110 million hectares, equivalent to 5.9 percent of the total land area. 

But Sudan accounts for more than half the total forested area and in other countries forests on average cover less than 3 percent of the land. 

The overall forest cover in the region declined by nearly 1 million hectares a year in the last decade and six countries recorded a drop in forest cover. 

The FAO estimates that about 8.3 million hectares, around 5.5 percent of the total forested area in the Middle East, consists of trees which have been planted, and that almost half of them are in Iran or Turkey.

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/article.asp?edition_id=1&categ_id=1&article_id=4332
UAE
Youth Centers are Needed 

To avoid the negative impact of globalization on youth, it has become an urgent to establish centers that cater for cultural, entertainment and athletic needs of youngsters, the National Consultative Council (NCC) members urged at the second session of the 15th Legislative Chapter, chaired by NCC's Speaker Abdullah bin Mohammed Al Mousood in the capital yesterday. 

"Such centres would assist in preventing the spread of wrong practices that are alien to UAE society, and encourage youngsters to innovate and put their leisure time to better use," said the council members.

The house proposed that different youth centres be set up - especially in the more densely populated areas of the capital - under the supervision of the Emirates Heritage Club, to help people in this age group to avail of their leisure time in taking up useful hobbies and activities.

"These centres would definitely contribute in increasing the opportunities of young people in developing their cultural and scientific knowledge," argued the house members.

They emphasised that such centres would also strengthen the social ties among youth and raise their awareness about the importance of protecting the environment and observing family rules.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2004/may/theuae_may639.xml
Tackling impacts of economic growth 

The UAE must invest $46 billion in environment-related projects over the next 10 years to tackle the impact of economic growth, the World Bank estimates.

It includes new water treatment plants, sewerage systems, afforestation, in addition to other environment conservation projects.

This figure was announced yesterday at the launch of Environment 2005, Exhibition and Conference to be held from January 30 to February 2 at the Abu Dhabi International Exhibition and Conference Centre. 

"Given the increasing environmental impact of development, the governments and private-sector companies in the Middle Eastern Region have budgets running into billions of dollars set aside for protection, conservation and management of environment," said Ahmad Humaid Al Mazroui, acting director general of General Exhibition Corporation (GEC).

"Middle East and North African countries are expected to spend between $4.5 and $6 billion annually for the next eight years on fresh-water projects alone."

Al Mazroui was speaking at a press briefing held at the Intercontinental Hotel to introduce Environment 2005.

The conference being held under the patronage of President His Highness Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan will bring together businessmen and governments from across the world to discuss and share experience and information on the environment and environmental products, services and technologies. 

The event was organized by GEC, the Environmental Research and Wildlife Development Agency (ERWSA) and IMAG, the German exhibition organizer.

It will touch upon air, land, energy and water conservation. A special focus will be accorded to the water sector, which is of particular interest for this region. 

The conference will address policy issues related to sustainable transportation and specifics on ongoing environmentally sustainable transportation projects in some developed countries for application in developing regions. Four different workshops will be held on sustainable transportation, economy, environment, society and health.

Majid Al Mansouri, ERWDA's secretary general, said while transport has contributed to economic and social development in the region, it has led to health and environmental problems. 

"While carbon emissions from industry, business and residential sectors are declining, carbon emissions from vehicles are increasing. In 1994, the Arab region contributed to five per cent of the world's carbon dioxide emissions.

"Costs of overall environmental problems in the developing regions in terms of impaired health, deaths, loss of natural resources and tourism has been estimated to be about $100 billion."

http://www.albayan.ae/servlet/Satellite?cid=1085401812809&pagename=Bayan%2FBayanArticle%2FFullStyle3&c=Page
http://www.gulf-news.com/
بحوث ودراسات للحفاظ على السلاحف البحرية بالدولة
Research  to Protect  Marine Turtles in UAE 

اكد المهندس احمد عبدالرحمن الجناحي رئيس قسم الارشاد السمكي بوزارة الزراعة والثروة السمكية ان الدولة اهتمت بحماية الاحياء البحرية والبرية ووضعت الضوابط الخاصة لحماية السلاحف البحرية ومنع العبث باعشاشها او اماكن تواجدها وتكاثرها ومنع جمع بيضها في مياه الدولة واقرار مواد في بعض القوانين تنص على حماية السلاحف التي تعيش على شواطيء الدولة .

http://www.albayan.ae/servlet/Satellite?cid=1085401812739&pagename=Bayan%2FBayanArticle%2FFullStyle3&c=Page
تنفيذ برامج لأكثر من 1300 طفل ومطالبة بمنهج دراسي عن بيئة الدولة

Implementation of Education Programme Integrating Environmental Concepts into School  Curricula

أكدت غالية محمد المدفع مديرة مزرعة الاطفال التابعة لهيئة البيئة والمحميات الطبيعة بالشارقة على ضرورة غرس مفاهيم الوعي بأهمية الحفاظ على صحة وسلامة البيئة وذلك انطلاقا من البيت ومرورا بالمدرسة بالاضافة الى دور المؤسسات المعنية بشأن البيئة واشارت الى ان مزرعة الاطفال بالشارقة نفذت العديد من الانشطة والبرامج للاطفال بغرض تعريف الاطفال بضرورة الاهتمام بالبيئة ورعايتها مؤكدة ان هذه البرامج وجدت تجاوبا كبيرا من قبل الاطفال.وأكد المدفع في حوار اجرته معها «البيان» انه لابد من تضافر الجهود ما بين الاعلام والتربية والمؤسسات المعنية بالشأن البيئي من اجل خلق جيل واعٍ بضرورة الحفاظ على صحة وسلامة البيئة وضرورة تطبيق القوانين البيئية على كل من يساهم في تلوث البيئة، كما اشارت الى ان النهضة العمرانية قد ألقت بظلالها على بيئة الإمارات.

http://www.albayan.ae/servlet/Satellite?cid=1085401812736&pagename=Bayan%2FBayanArticle%2FFullStyle3&c=Page
جائزة زايد الدولية للبيئة تنظم ورشة عمل حول تحديات بيئة المحيطات

Zayed Environment Prize Organizes Workshop on Oceans

تنظم جائزة زايد الدولية للبيئة بالتعاون مع كيودو العالمية وأكاديمية شرطة دبي ورشة عمل حول نظام الحيد الصناعي يوم 29 ـ 30 مايو الجاري بأكاديمية شرطة دبي. صرح بذلك الدكتور محمد احمد بن فهد رئيس اللجنة العليا للجائزة وقال ان الورشة التي تستمر لمدة يومين تأتي ضمن فعاليات منتدى دبي البيئي وفي اطار جهود الجائزة الرامية الى الارتقاء بالقدرات البيئية . 

وتزويد العاملين في المجال البيئي بالأساليب الحديثة والمتطورة والمعارف والعلوم البيئية وذلك بالتعاون مع العديد من الجهات الدولية والمحلية المعنية بالبيئة. 

وأضاف ان الورشة تناقش تحديات بيئة المحيطات ونظام الحيد الصناعي من خلال التجربة الأوروبية المتطورة في خلق بيئة صناعية للشعب المرجانية والتي اسهمت بصورة فعالة في تحقيق التوازن البيئي في البحار والمحيطات وتوفير البيئة الملائمة لتكاثر المخلوقات البحرية مشيرا الى انه سيتم عرض احدث تصميم في هذا المجال والذي يتميز بتوفيره تجاويف ومساحة سطحية كبيرة في قاع البحر لنمو الكائنات البحرية المختلفة. 

وذكر د. بن فهد ان المشاركين في الورشة سيحظون بفرص الاستفادة من نخبة من خبراء البيئة من شمال أوروبا الذين سيقدمون عصارة تجاربهم في هذا المجال اضافة الى تطبيق ما تعلموه على أرض الواقع. 

وأكد ان مسيرة التدريب والتأهيل البيئي بالجائزة تضاف الى سجل حافل بالأنشطة والانجازات والفعاليات التي تسهم في رفع القدرات وزيادة الوعي البيئي في الدولة مبينا ان برنامج بناء القدرات الذي تقوم الجائزة بتنفيذه حالياً يعمل على ايجاد كوادر علمية متخصصة في المجالات الحيوية ويسهم في رفع كفاءة العاملين في المجال البيئي وبناء ودعم قدراتهم. 

http://www.albayan.ae/servlet/Satellite?cid=1085401812757&pagename=Bayan%2FBayanArticle%2FFullStyle3&c=Page
PALESTINE 
حفر ممر مائي على الحدود مع مصر سيسبب كارثة بيئية مجموعة الهيدرولوجيين تؤكد وضع خطة وطنية للتصدي لأزمة تلوث ونقص المياه.

Digging a Water-Filled  Tunnel  on the Egyptian Boarder will cause an environmental disaster” 

 دعت مجموعة الهيدرولوجيين الفلسطينيين الى تضافر الجهود بين كل المؤسسات المعنية في السلطة الوطنية والمؤسسات الأهلية، لوضع خطة وطنية للتصدي للأزمة الحقيقية المستقبلية، لتوفير متطلبات المواطنين وسد احتياجاتهم من المياه الصالحة للشرب المهددة بالنقص والتلوث، جراء سياسة الاحتلال الاسرائيلي المستمرة ضد الخزان الجوفي.
وأوضح المهندس رياض جنينة، مدير مجموعة الهيدرولوجيين في غزة أن ما حدث في الماضي ومازال يحدث حتى الآن من سرقة اسرائيلية مبرمجة للمياه من الأراضي الفلسطينية، وتحويلها الى داخل اسرائيل، وأيضاً تلويث ما تبقى منها بشتى الطرق والوسائل، مؤشر واضح وكبير على نية اسرائيل القضاء على القطاع الزراعي، الذي يعتبر المصدر الأول للعمل والغذاء معاً.

واشار جنينة لـ"الايام" الى أن قوات الاحتلال الاسرائيلي عمدت، ليس الى نهج سياسة التعطيش الجماعية ضد سكان مدينة رفح، بتدميرها شبكات المياه الرئيسية والفرعية فحسب، بل ستقدم أيضاً على حفر ممر على الشريط الحدودي مع مصر، وستملؤه بمياه البحر المالحة، ما من شأنه أن يحدث كارثة بيئية، حيث سيعمل على وضع الخزان الجوفي بين طبقتين مالحتين، ما سيسهم في نشر الأمراض وتلوث الخزان.

الى ذلك، لفت الى أن المجموعة بدأت وعلى مستوى القطاع بأكلمه بتنفيذ انشاء برك لتجميع مياه الأمطار، ضمن مشاريع الحصاد المائي في كل من بلدتي بيت حانون وبيت لاهيا، بالاضافة الى المنطقة الجنوبية الشرقية، التي تعاني من مشاكل في نوعية مياه الري، ما يؤثر على العملية الزراعية بأسرها.

وذكر جنينة أن جميع المناطق، التي ينفذ فيها المشروع تعاني من قلة المياه وارتفاع نسبة الملوحة، موضحاً أن تنفيذ هذا المشروع سيساهم بشكل فاعل في توفير المياه كماً ونوعاً للمزارعين، الى جانب توفير جزء من النفقات، التي تصرف على عملية الري.

واضاف: ان مجموعة الهيدرولوجيين واصلت عملية توزيع العديد من الخزانات البلاستيكية كبيرة الحجم، لتوفير مياه الشرب في المناطق، التي تتعرض لعمليات اجتياح وقصف متكررة من قبل قوات الاحتلال الاسرائيلي، لاسيما في جنوب قطاع غزة وشماله، منوهاً الى أن ذلك يأتي ضمن خطة الطوارئ، التي وضعتها المجموعة.

وحول مشروع مد شبكات مياه شرب وتجميع ومعالجة مياه الصرف الصحي، قال جنينة: إنه يجري حالياً تنفيذ هذا المشروع في المناطق الأكثر احتياجاً للمياه ،الواقعة خارج نطاق البلديات، حيث يتم اعادة استخدام المياه العادمة المعالجة في عملية ري الأشجار.

وذكر أن مشاريع أخرى مماثلة تم تنفيذها في بلدة عبسان الكبيرة شرق محافظة خان يونس، كما يجري التحضير لاطلاق مشاريع أخرى في مناطق مهمشة ونائية وبحاجة كبيرة لمثل هذه المياه لأعمال الري، حيث تجري عملية حصر الطلبات المقدمة للمجموعة لمعرفة عدد المستفيدين وأي المشاريع اللازمة لهم.

ولفت جنينة الى أن المجموعة بدأت، مؤخراً، عقد دورات تدريبية للمجالس القروية فيما يتعلق بالتصاميم الفنية لشبكات الصرف الصحي، وكيفية اعداد الدراسات والبحوث المتعلقة بنوعية المياه، ومدى تاثير استخدام المياه المفلترة على الصحة العامة.

http://www.al-ayyam.com/znews/site/template/Doc_View.aspx?did=4557&Date=5/24/2004
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T U E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
Iraq

*
Brahimi consults Iraqi leaders on transitional government

*
Relief aid drive must adapt to security conditions – UN official

*
UN rights report delayed so coalition governments can provide input

*
Over two dozen Palestinians return from UN camps in Jordan

Other news

*
Security Council condemns attacks on civilians in Sudan’s Darfur region

*
UN relief agencies rally aid for Darfur Sudanese
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* * * *

Iraq: political transition

25 May – Lakhdar Brahimi, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Adviser, today continued consulting leaders in Iraqi on who would represent the country’s people in a transitional government set to assume power after 30 June.

Among other meetings today, Mr. Brahimi held discussions with Sadoun al-Dulame, the head of the Iraqi Centre for Research and Strategic Studies, which does opinion polls in Iraq. They discussed public attitudes on a variety of subjects based on the Centre’s findings.

In New York, the Secretary-General voiced hope that it would be possible to reach the target date of 31 May for making an announcement on plans for the transition.

In comments to the press, he also said the draft resolution on Iraq under discussion in the Security Council would be subject to further amendments and clarifications, and voiced satisfaction that the text qualified that activities in Iraq should be carried out “circumstances permitting.”

In another development, Carina Perelli, head of the UN electoral team in Iraq, has announced the international members of a panel vetting candidates for Iraq’s new independent electoral body.

The four who were named Sunday are Judge Johann Kriegler, who was a chief electoral officer in the South African elections that finished apartheid; Madame Jaquine Techien, a former commissioner of the Federal Institute of Elections of Mexico; Dong N’Guyen, a former chief electoral officer for the UN in areas such as Paraguay and Eritrea; and Carlos Valenzuela, former chief electoral officer for UN operations such as in East Timor.

“We came here in order to ensure that the Iraqi people, as far as this part of the process is concerned, get as fair and open and transparent a deal as possible,” Mr. Kriegler told a press briefing in Baghdad.

He emphasized that panel members would have no formal authority or legal power, “but with the knowledge, the experience, and I think the integrity that we have, we can rank the people according to our opinion as openly and as fairly as possible so that they can do a credible, legitimate electoral exercise which will succeed, insha’Allah.”

* * *

Iraq: reconstruction

25 May – As Iraq enters “the period of greatest challenges,” relief efforts will have to be adapted in order to succeed, a senior United Nations official told donor nations meeting today in Doha, Qatar.

“Flexibility and innovative ways of working with Iraqi and other partners are key to successful delivery within the current security climate and are likely to be for some time to come,” Ross Mountain, the UN Special Representative ad interim for Iraq, told the Donor Committee of the International Reconstruction Fund Facility for Iraq.

Analyzing the period ahead, he observed that Iraq will undergo political, structural, economic and military-security transitions all at once. “There has been progress on these transitions, but there is clearly a need to better address some of the causes of insecurity that exist to different degrees in different areas,” he said.

Mr. Mountain also outlined a range of ongoing UN relief operations in Iraq, including the procurement of 1.6 million tons of food supplies, the rehabilitation of several hundred schools, the vaccination of 5 million children against measles and the provision of support for infrastructure and housing.

“All our activities seek to enhance the capacity of Iraqi institutions,” he said. This year, some 6,500 Iraqis have benefited from UN training in a wide range of disciplines, while over 40,000 have gotten jobs through UN activities within Iraq.

Mr. Mountain also announced that 17 programmes and projects valued at approximately $230 million have been approved under the UN Iraq Trust Fund.

He emphasized the need for long-term international assistance to Iraq, warning that “for the political transition to succeed, the new government must be able to count on the full support of all concerned.” He pledged that the UN would play its “full part” in this process.

Officials from some 35 countries, regional organizations, the UN and the World Bank are attending the meeting. The International Fund was set up at a conference held last October in Madrid.

* * *

Iraq: human rights

25 May – The release of a United Nations report on the human rights situation in Iraq has been delayed in order to allow time for coalition governments to provide input, a UN spokesman confirmed today.

Speaking to reporters in Geneva, José Luis Díaz noted that the document, slated for publication on 31 May, would be put out several days later to accommodate the request of the coalition States. He voiced hope that the report would be out by the end of next week.

Covering the past year of occupation by the United States-led coalition forces, the document will address the treatment of detainees, the military-security situation, including acts of terrorism, protection of civilians, displacement, the situation of women and children, freedom of religion or belief, other core rights, oversight and accountability, and human rights institutions.

* * * 

Iraq: refugees

25 May – Twenty-six Palestinians who last year fled the conflict in Iraq have returned from a United Nations refugee camp in Jordan’s eastern desert, a UN spokesman reported today.

While the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) is not promoting returns to Iraq, “the Palestinians felt they would be better off [there] despite the current insecurity and uncertainty,” agency spokesman Ron Redmond told reporters in Geneva.

UNHCR helped the returning Palestinians to cover their travel expenses and provided several months of rental support for their first months back in Baghdad.

Thousands of people, including hundreds of Palestinians, fled Iraq for the safety of Jordan during last year’s conflict. More than 1,500 are in UNHCR-assisted camps, including some 1,100 people in a makeshift site in the no-man’s-land on the Iraqi frontier, and nearly 400 in Jordan’s Ruweished refugee camp.

“UNHCR has worked very closely over the past year with the Jordanian Government, which has long been very hospitable to refugees and found solutions for individual cases,” Mr. Redmond said.

Last year, Jordan accepted nearly 400 Palestinians with Jordanian spouses who had fled Iraq, according to UNHCR. While the remaining 350 or so Palestinians wanted to go to their homes in the West Bank and Gaza, and even to Israel, the agency could not get parties to accept the return of this group, nor are any other States so far willing to accept them.

* * * 

Sudan

25 May – With widespread human rights violations occurring alongside a deteriorating humanitarian situation in the Darfur region of western Sudan, the United Nations Security Council today condemned attacks on civilians and called on the Khartoum Government to reign in the Arab militia carrying out the strikes on the black African population.

Ambassador Munir Akram of Pakistan, which holds the Council’s rotating Presidency this month, read out a statement in which the 15-member body voiced its deep concern at the continuing reports of large-scale violations of human rights and of international humanitarian law, “including indiscriminate attacks on civilians, sexual violence, forced displacement and acts of violence, especially those with an ethnic dimension, and demands that those responsible be held accountable.”

The Council strongly condemned those acts and stressed that all parties to the humanitarian ceasefire agreement, signed last month in the Chadian capital of N’djamena, committed themselves to refraining from any act of violence or any other abuse against civilians, particularly women and children.

While welcoming that accord, the Council also called on the Government of Sudan to respect its commitments to ensure that the Arab Janjaweed militias – reported to be carrying out attacks against the black African population of Darfur – are neutralized and disarmed.

The Council also welcomed the announcement by the Government that it would issue visas to all humanitarian workers quickly, eliminate the need for travel permits and ease the entrance and clearance of equipment need for humanitarian purposes.

It expressed its serious concern, however, about continued logistical impediments prohibiting a rapid response in the face of a “stark and mounting” crisis, and called on the Government to fulfil its announced commitment to cooperate fully and expeditiously with relief efforts ahead of the approaching rainy season.

* * *

Sudan

25 May – United Nations relief agencies are continuing to rally aid for Sudanese displaced from the country’s Darfur region in the west, providing clean drinking water, airlifting emergency supplies to the area and distributing food aid.

The Sudanese Government had been accused of doing little to call off Arab militias attacking black civilians in Darfur, but recently promised to give entry visas quickly to humanitarian workers and waive the requirement for permits to travel around region.

With the rainy season due to start in a few weeks, some 700,000 internally displaced people (IDPs) in western Sudan lack access to safe wells and water points, although the number of IDPs who can now collect safe drinking water recently doubled to 300,000, the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) said today.

“Access to clean water is of paramount importance,” said JoAnna van Gerpen, UNICEF Representative in Sudan’s capital, Khartoum. “While every effort we make in health, nutrition and protection is a building block in saving the lives of countless children, clean water goes to the heart of a child’s good health in a crisis.”

UNICEF said it has worked closely with the Sudanese National Water Corporation to rehabilitate old pumps and install new ones throughout North, South and West Darfur. Almost 190 new pumps have been installed and 320 existing pumps repaired in IDP camps and in the towns that have taken in large numbers of displaced families.

For some families the new and rehabilitated pumps have reduced a woman’s traditional five-hour journey for water to less than half that, UNICEF said, adding that it would continue providing the IDPs with soap, mugs, buckets and jerry cans, as well as more latrines.

In other news, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said a new emergency airlift of relief supplies for refugees from Darfur in eastern Chad would start today, with the first flight departing Denmark and scheduled to arrive tomorrow in the Chadian capital N’djamena.

UNCHR said there are an estimated 125,000 Sudanese refugees in Chad, including the more than 76,000 moved to seven camps set up away from the border area. “We fear that this figure could increase very quickly if the situation does not improve for Darfur, where there are close to one million displaced persons in camps,” said UNHCR spokesman Ron Redmond.
Meanwhile, the UN World Food Programme (WFP) said it has started to distribute food aid to 800,000 people. Access to the region had improved after last month’s ceasefire agreement, and the agency said it hoped to be able to better assess new needs.

* * *
Côte d’Ivoire

25 May –The United Nations Security Council today expressed its deep concern at the recent announcement by President Laurent Gbagbo of Côte d’Ivoire that he would dismiss opposition ministers and also reiterated its concerns at the continuing non-participation of opposition parties in the Government of Reconciliation.

“The Council considers that such decisions undermine the normal functioning of Ivorian institutions and resumption of dialogue between Ivorian parties, which is the basis of the Linas-Marcoussis Agreement,” said Ambassador Munir Akram of Pakistan, the President of the 15-member body for May. That 2003 agreement ended fierce fighting between the Government and the opposition Forces Nouvelles, and under the accord the two parties pledged to set up a government of national unity.

The Council reiterated its grave concern at the events which occurred in Côte d’Ivoire at the end of March and at the current impasse in the peace process defined by the Linas-Marcoussis Agreement, Ambassador Akram said in a statement read out in a formal meeting. In late March, the opposition defied President Gbagbo's ban on protest marches. Dozens of people died during sporadic shooting in the main commercial centre, Abidjan.

The statement said the Council expected President Gbagbo to fully comply with his commitment to see that all those responsible for human rights violations were identified and brought to justice. The Council further expressed its “complete readiness to take any further steps necessary, against individuals who block the full implementation of the Linas-Marcoussis Agreement.” 

The Council also asked Secretary-General Kofi Annan to quickly set up an international commission of inquiry to investigate all human rights violations that have taken place since September 2002.

Recalling its decision to deploy the UN Operation in Côte d’Ivoire (UNOCI) to support a peaceful settlement, leading to elections in 2005, the Council expressed its deep concern by declarations of hate, in particular those addressed against UNOCI personnel. 

The Council urged all Ivorian actors to refrain from any action or statement, especially in the media, which put at risk the security of UN personnel and the process of national reconciliation.

* * *

Terrorism

25 May – If the United Nations wanted to make any headway on the key aspects of its agenda— from development and peace to human rights and the rule of law – the fight against terrorism must remain a priority, the Security Council was told today.

In an open briefing on threats to international peace and security, Ambassador Heraldo Muñoz of Chile, who heads the Council’s committee overseeing sanctions against Al-Qaida and the Taliban, stressed that preventing terrorist attacks required extensive and effective international cooperation.

“The United Nations is the only organ equipped to martial the required level of commitment to address this threat, which, given the global network of Al-Qaida, reaches almost every corner of the world,” he said.

Reviewing the work of the committee since the Council strengthened the sanctions and modified the panel’s framework in January, Ambassador Muñoz said several positive developments occurred, including an increase in State compliance.

Despite some advances, however, terrorism remained a serious threat to international peace and security, he noted. Given the recent occurrence of terrorist incidences worldwide, the committee should have regular communication with Member States and report regularly to the Council.

On implementation of the sanctions, Ambassador Muñoz said a preliminary assessment by the monitoring team of the reports submitted by Member States had shown that their quality had been uneven. Most had not provided precise details on implementation initiatives, and the information requested was often lacking.

Regarding legislation, many Member States had not appeared to have incorporated the sanctions in their domestic legislation or administrative rules, and considered their existing laws to be sufficient to deal with all forms of terrorism. However, that had not always been supported by the facts, especially with regard to freezing financial assets and resources. And, only a few States had indicated their intentions to amend their laws.

On the travel ban, he said that most States appeared to have integrated the consolidated list into their border control systems, but only a few had been able to do that electronically or in a way that allowed for quick and efficient transmission of data. On the arms embargoes, most States appeared to have adequate legislation to deal with the illicit acquisition of both conventional and unconventional arms, although many had not taken specific measures to implement those provisions.

* * *

Caribbean flooding

25 May – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan is saddened by reports that severe flooding throughout the Caribbean has caused heavy loss of life and extensive damage, especially in Haiti and the Dominican Republic, his spokesman said today.
“He extends his condolences to the families who have lost loved ones in this natural disaster,” spokesman Fred Eckhard said.

UN teams in Haiti and the Dominican Republic are currently assessing the extent of needs created by the flooding, while UN officials across the Caribbean are in close contact with local authorities and stand ready to mobilize international support for recovery efforts, he said.

* * *
Africa Day

25 May – With the African Union (AU) and other budding institutions beginning to drive the continent’s efforts to empower itself, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said that the forty-first anniversary of Africa Day provided an occasion to intensify the search for solutions to ongoing problems like the human suffering in Sudan’s western Darfur region and the spread of HIV/AIDS.

In a statement to the African Group, meeting at UN Headquarters in New York to commemorate the Day, the Secretary-General praised the African Union and other home-grown initiatives among a range of positive trends underway, including the inauguration of the Pan African Parliament and today’s launch in Addis Ababa of the AU Peace and Security Council.

“Step by step, Africa is constructing an architecture of institutions to promote peace and security on the continent,” he said, also welcoming the Security Councils’ decision last week to establish a “long-awaited” UN peacekeeping operation in Burundi (ONUB).

But he stressed: “We cannot close our eyes to the massive scale of human rights violations and consequent human suffering in Darfur, the continuing tensions in the eastern part of Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), the current crisis in Côte d’Ivoire, and the other areas of tension on the continent.” He called for an intensification of individual and collective efforts to find a definitive solution to these problems.

And “last but very far from least, we must make greater progress in fighting HIV/AIDS, which is taking away Africa’s present and its future,” Mr. Annan said. “We have made some progress, there is much, much more to be done – and done urgently – to educate, to prevent, and to care for those already infected. At the same time, you rightly look to the international community to do more to support Africa’s efforts.”

In a separate message issued to commemorate the Day, Mr. Annan underscored the progress being made in the implementation of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD), especially in priority areas of agriculture, infrastructure, environment and health – “all key areas in reducing poverty, promoting social stability and improving the quality of life.”

* * *
Uganda

25 May – Arriving for a four-day visit to Uganda, the head of the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) today called on both the Government and the rebel Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) to protect the youngest victims of the fighting, which has left more than 1.6 million people displaced in just the past 24 months.

“The world needs to wake up to the enormity of the crisis in northern Uganda,” Executive Director Carol Bellamy said. This is one of the most serious humanitarian emergencies in the world.”

“Many hundreds of thousands of children are living in conditions of fear and violence,” she added. “They are being denied their basic rights to health, protection and education.”

Some 80 per cent of the 1.6 million displaced people in northern Uganda are women and children, according to UNICEF. Homeless and struggling to survive, many are subjected to sexual violence and other forms of exploitation.

Ms. Bellamy is scheduled to travel to Lira District to meet children and families living in camps for the internally displaced, where UNICEF is providing shelter, water and sanitation facilities and helping construct temporary classrooms.

In Gulu District she will visit a reception centre for children formerly abducted by the LRA, where UNICEF is training local volunteers to provide counselling.

Ms. Bellamy called on the rebel group, which has kidnapped an estimated 12,000 children since June 2002, to immediately release all remaining child soldiers and abductees.

The UNICEF chief is also expected to meet with children “night commuters” – up to 44,000 children who travel into towns from outlying areas at night to escape abduction or attack by the LRA. They are also vulnerable to sexual violence.

“The Government of Uganda has a responsibility to protect these children, and the rest of the world must play its part,” Ms. Bellamy said. But she called the global community’s response so far “woefully inadequate,” noting that governments have pledged just 20 per cent of this year’s UN appeal for $127 million in humanitarian aid for the region.

* * *

African Union

25 May – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has hailed the African Union’s new Peace and Security Council as a potentially powerful tool for the prevention, management and resolution of violent conflict on the continent.

“With the establishment of this important body, the African Union has crossed yet another significant threshold in its quest to promote lasting peace and stability, strengthen democratic institutions and support sustainable development throughout Africa,” Mr. Annan said in a message to the official ceremony Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, marking the Council’s inauguration.

“The wise counsel and vigorous diplomacy of its members will be crucial in guiding the continent through the troubled waters of instability and economic stagnation to the calmer seas of peace and development,” the Secretary-General said through his Special Representative for Ethiopia and Eritrea, Legwaila Joseph Legwaila.

Mr. Annan noted that the ceremony was occurring on the date on which the Organization of African Unity (OAU) was inaugurated 41 years ago, and which is now commemorated throughout the continent as Africa Day.

He said the OAU’s inauguration “carried the hopes and aspirations” of Africa’s peoples for an independent, peaceful and prosperous continent, and that independence was achieved due in no small measure to its work.

“That Organization has given way to the African Union, which now has the responsibility to guide Africa’s future as it strives to fulfil the aspirations of its constituency and meet the challenges ahead,” the Secretary-General said, pledging the UN’s full commitment to assisting African leaders “in every way possible in your pursuit of integration, development and peace.”

* * *

Middle East

25 May – The latest Israeli military incursion in Rafah has left an additional 575 Palestinians homeless, bringing the total since the beginning of the month to nearly 2,000, the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) reported today.

Offering an initial assessment, the Agency said 45 buildings were destroyed or rendered uninhabitable during the recent round of demolitions from 18 to 23 May, which came on top of “what had already been one of the worst months of the intifada in Rafah.”

From 1 to 23 May, 155 buildings housing 1,960 people were demolished, UNRWA said.

Last week, the Security Council – with the United States abstaining – adopted a resolution expressing its grave concern regarding the humanitarian situation of Palestinians made homeless in the Rafah area, and calling for the provision of emergency assistance.

The Council reminded Israel that it must respect international humanitarian law, including its obligation not to destroy homes. UNRWA has been working to provide shelter to homeless families in the area.

* * * 

Kosovo

25 May – The top United Nations administrator of ethnically-divided Kosovo, Harri Holkeri, today announced his intention to resign for health reasons, just 10 months after he was appointed by Secretary-General Kofi Annan and two weeks after he was briefly hospitalized for fatigue.

Mr. Holkeri, a former Finnish Prime Minister, is expected to return to Kosovo soon to finalize his mission and make farewell calls on leaders of the province, which has been under UN administration for almost five years since NATO forced the withdrawal of Yugoslav troops after fighting between the Albanian and Serb communities.

He told a news conference in Helsinki his decision was made solely on health reasons and was taken in consultation with Mr. Annan.

In March the deadliest ethnic violence to sweep Kosovo since the UN administration began in 1999 left 19 people dead, nearly 1,000 injured, and hundreds of homes and centuries-old Serbian cultural sites razed or burned.

While deploring these riots as a tremendous step back, Mr. Holkeri said today he hoped Kosovo’s problems would be resolved and it would be dropped from the list of international trouble spots. 

“He has led the mission with dedication, commitment, and a strong desire to assist Kosovo in overcoming the conflicts of the past,” Deputy Special Representative Charles Brayshaw said in a statement paying tribute.

Mr. Holkeri, Finland’s Prime Minister from 1987 to 1991, succeeded Michael Steiner, a senior German diplomat, last July, becoming the fourth Special Representative and chief of the UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK), after Hans Haekkerup of Denmark and Bernard Kouchner of France.

He also served as the President of the 55th session of the UN General Assembly in 2000, and brought to the Kosovo mission a wealth of political experience, as well as a reputation as a skilled mediator and consensus builder.

In his last briefing to the Security Council earlier this month, he said the March violence had shaken UNMIK “to its foundations” but it was determined to root out and punish the perpetrators while remaining resolute in its task to help prepare the province for self-governance.

* * *

Timor-Leste

25 May – Sukehiro Hasegawa, the current deputy of the United Nations mission in Timor-Leste, has been named the new chief of the UN operation following an exchange of letters between Secretary-General Kofi Annan and the Security Council.

Mr. Hasegawa, a national of Japan, succeeds Kamalesh Sharma of India as the Secretary-General’s Special Representative and head of the UN Mission of Support in East Timor (UNMISET). As Deputy Special Representative, he also functioned as the UN Development Programme’s (UNDP) Resident Coordinator.

Prior to joining UNMISET, Mr. Hasegawa was UNDP’s special adviser on crime prevention and recovery in Geneva. He had worked for UNDP since 1969, holding senior posts with the agency in Rwanda, Cambodia, Nepal and Indonesia, and has served with the UN peacekeeping mission in Somalia.

* * *

ICTY

25 May – A retired Croatian general has been charged by the United Nations war crimes tribunal for the former Yugoslavia with responsibility for his alleged role in a 1993 operation against a Serbian enclave.

The UN International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) made the indictment public today after it was issued last week. Among the charges of murder and cruel and inhumane treatment of civilians and captured soldiers during a two-day attack on the Medak Pocket, were counts of tying bodies to a car and dragging them along village roadsides, and burning a Serbian woman alive while soldiers mocked her.

According to the indictment, Mirko Norac, “acting individually and/or in concert with others...planned, instigated, ordered, committed or otherwise aided and abetted in the planning, preparation or execution of persecutions of Serb civilians of the Medak Pocket on racial, political or religious ground.”

At the time of the attack – which expelled 400 Serb civilians from the region – Mr. Norac was a commander of the Ninth Guards Motorized Brigade and led a group formed for the purpose of conducting the operation, The Hague-based court said. The indictment says that as a result of the Croatian military operation, “the Medak Pocket became uninhabitable…thereby depriving the Serbian population of their homes and livelihoods.”

Two other generals have already been charged with responsibility for the same operation – Rahim Ademi, who is free on bail pending his trial, and Janko Bobetko, who has died.

* * *

Human rights

25 May – With photos of prisoner abuses in Iraq and reports of civilians under attack in Sudan’s Darfur region grabbing worldwide attention, Secretary-General Kofi Annan hosted a lecture today at United Nations Headquarters in New York that looked at the various dimensions of human rights.

“Those are just the headlines,” Mr. Annan said in his introductory remarks, referring to the abuses at the Abu Ghraib prison in Iraq and the attacks by militia on civilians in Darfur. “Every day, around the world, millions of people see their human rights denied or violated without even making the news.”

He noted that more than 50 years after the United Nations adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, “it is easy to feel disillusioned, and for millions around the world to wonder if the Declaration’s words will ever be more than just that: words on a page.”

Speakers at today’s lecture, on the theme “Who is afraid of human rights?,” were Ambassador Najat Al-Hajjaji of Libya, Chair of the 2003 session of the UN Commission on Human Rights, Prof. Ali Mazrui of the State University of New York at Binghamton and William Schulz, Executive Director of Amnesty International USA.

The Secretary-General inaugurated the lecture series on topics at the forefront of the humanities and natural sciences in 2002 as part of a continuing effort to create a strengthened framework for dialogue and mutual understanding with the United Nations community.

* * *

Zoonoses

25 May – With livestock and avian diseases spreading across boarders more rapidly and increasing the likelihood of human health emergencies, the United Nations Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) has teamed with an international agency monitoring animal health to set up a global information and early warning system on highly contagious animal illnesses.

In a joint statement issued today, FAO and the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) announced the signing yesterday of an agreement to strengthen their collaboration, and called on all countries and donors in the meantime to invest more in the control of contagious transboundary animal diseases.

“Animal diseases spreading between countries, such as foot-and-mouth disease and avian influenza, are often having a severe economic and social impact,” the two agencies said. Such animal diseases are on the rise as a result of international trade and the movement of people and animals.

“Animal diseases that cross borders need an immediate and effective regional or international response,” they said.

While OIE is a body that collects official information provided by countries, sets standards and guidelines and issues recommendations on safety of international trade of animals and animal products, on animal health and zoonoses, FAO advises countries on good agricultural practices, disease control and eradication methods.

* * *

Elie Wiesel

25 May – Human rights advocate Elie Wiesel has been “among the staunchest defenders of people victimized by hated and bigotry in many parts of the world,” United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan says.

In a tribute given yesterday at the Anti-Defamation League’s gala celebration of the 1986 Nobel Peace Laureate’s seventy-fifth birthday, Mr. Annan said through his unforgettable books on the Holocaust and “the face of absolute horror,” Mr. Wiesel had done as much as anyone else to raise public awareness of the plague of anti-Semitism.

“It is that combination of eloquence and empathy that led me to ask him to become a United Nations Messenger of Peace,” Mr. Annan said of the Romanian-born author and journalist.

The collective conscience, on which Mr. Wiesel had made a historic and profound imprint, could not help but be deeply troubled by violence and injustice in the Middle East, by divisions on so many issues, by despair in so many places, he said. These challenges had solutions only when people’s consciences were duly aroused.

“Elie, the world needs you to carry on doing what you do best. And that is to speak out, build bridges and raise the alarm about the wrongs afflicting our world,” Mr. Annan said.

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the 

Secretary-General.
Good afternoon, 

**Brahimi Today
In Baghdad, the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy, Lakhdar Brahimi, continued what his spokesman, Ahmad Fawzi, called “crunching names”, that is, consulting Iraqi leaders on who would represent all Iraqis in a transitional government that would assume power after 30 June.

Among his many meetings today was one with Sadoun al-Dulame, the head of the IraqiCenter for Research and Strategic Studies, which does opinion polls in Iraq.  They discussed public attitudes on a variety of subjects based on the Centre’s findings.

**Iraq - Reconstruction
Today in Doha, Qatar, the Donor Committee of the International Reconstruction Fund Facility for Iraq (IRFFI) is holding its second meeting to discuss reconstruction in that country.

Officials from some 35 countries, regional organizations, the United Nations and World Bank are in attendance. 

As you know, this reconstruction fund was set up at the Madrid Conference held in October of last year.

The Iraqi delegation is headed by the Minister of Planning and Development Cooperation, Dr. Mehdi al Hafedh.  And RossMountain, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Iraq, ad interim, is heading the UN delegation. 

In his speech, Mountain outlined the humanitarian activities the UN has been conducting in Iraq notably in the area of food, education and health.

He also announced that some 200 million dollars worth of projects that will be financed through the UN Development Group Iraq Trust Fund have already been approved. 

He added that in light of the security situation, the way the UN currently works, and how it will implement the forthcoming programmes and projects, the UN will require flexibility and innovative ways of working with Iraqi and other partners.  This is key, he said, to successful delivery of projects and is likely to be so for some time to come.  His full address is available upstairs.

**Elections
On Sunday, Carina Perelli, the Head of the UN’s Electoral Assistance Mission to Iraq, announced the names of a four-member international panel who will be overseeing the selection of an independent electoral commission for Iraq.  

The commission will be responsible for the organization and conduct of the elections. 

The panel includes Judge Johann Kriegler, who was the chief electoral officer in the South African elections that finished apartheid, Madame Jacqueline Peschard, a former commissioner of the Federal Institute of Elections of Mexico, Dong N’Guyen, a former chief electoral officer for the UN in areas such as Paraguay and Eritrea, and Carlos Valenzuela, the former chief electoral officer for UN operations such as in East Timor.

We have the full text of Perelli’s statement available upstairs.  And we only got the transcript of that press conference this morning.  So, I apologize for the delay.

**UNHCR - Iraq
According to the Office of the High Commissioner for Refugees, 26 Palestinians who fled Iraq last year during the conflict left a UN camp in Jordan last week to go back to Baghdad. 

While the refugee agency is not promoting return to Iraq, the Palestinians felt they would be better off in Iraq despite the current insecurity and uncertainty.  

The UN provided them with assistance to cover their travel expenses and several months of rental support for their first months back in Baghdad, as well as various other assistance items. 

Several hundred Palestinians fled Iraq for the safety of Jordan during last year's conflict.  For more information on that, please pick up the UNHCR briefing notes.

**Holkeri Resigns
Harri Holkeri, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Kosovo, announced today his intention to resign from his post on health grounds. 

He said his decision was taken on medical advice and in consultation with the Secretary-General.

Holkeri made the announcement in Helsinki, where he had gone last week to see his doctor.

He’s expected to return to Pristina soon to finalize his Mission and make farewell calls on Kosovo’s leaders.  We have the press release available upstairs with more details.

**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General
We have the following statement attributable to the Spokesman regarding the situation in the Caribbean, specifically Haiti and the Dominican Republic:

“The Secretary-General is saddened by reports that severe flooding throughout the Caribbean has caused heavy loss of life and extensive damage, especially in Haiti and the Dominican Republic.  He extends his condolences to the families who have lost loved ones in this natural disaster.

United Nations Country Teams in Haiti and the Dominican Republic are currently assessing the extent of needs created by the flooding.  United Nations officials across the Caribbean are in close contact with local authorities and stand ready to mobilize international support for recovery efforts.”

**SG on Africa Day
The Secretary-General, in remarks at a meeting on the commemoration of the 41st anniversary of Africa Day, while welcoming all positive trends on the continent, reminded his audience that “we cannot close our eyes to the massive scale of human rights violations and consequent human suffering in Darfur, the continuing tensions in the eastern part of the Democratic Republic of the Congo, the current crisis in Côte d’Ivoire, and the other areas of tension on the continent.”

He calls for an intensification of efforts, individually and collectively, to find a definitive solution to these problems.

**Security Council
The Security Council is holding a public meeting on “Threats to international peace and security caused by terrorist acts”. 

Ambassador Heraldo Muñoz of Chile, Chairman of the Security Council’s Al-Qaida and Taliban Sanctions Committee, briefed the Council.

Copies of his remarks are available in my office. Ambassador Muñoz will brief you here, in room 226 shortly.

And then at 5:30 p.m., the Security Council has scheduled consultations on Côte d’Ivoire and other matters.

**Darfur
On the humanitarian front in Darfur, the World Food Programme (WFP) says it had started to distribute food aid to 800,000 people.  Access to the region had improved after the signing of the ceasefire, and WFP hoped to be able to better assess new needs.  

UNICEF, meanwhile, said today that despite having doubled the numbers of people in recent weeks who have access to clean water in Darfur, hundreds of thousands of people are still excluded from access to safe wells and water points. 

And the UN High Commissioner for Refugees reports that in Chad, a new UNHCR emergency airlift of relief supplies from around the world for the refugees in eastern Chad would start today, with the first flight departing from Denmark and scheduled to arrive in Ndjamena tomorrow.

**Northern Uganda
Arriving for a four day visit to conflict troubled Uganda, UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy called on both the Government and the rebel Lord’s Resistance Army to protect children, noting that the number of people displaced by the fighting has tripled in just the past 24 months.

We have a press release with more on that.

**African Union
In a message to the official ceremony marking the inauguration of the Peace and Security Council of the African Union, the Secretary-General described it as a potentially powerful tool for the prevention, management and resolution of violent conflict.  

The message was delivered by his Special Representative for Ethiopia and Eritrea, Legwaila Joseph Legwaila, in Addis Ababa.

**UNRWA
According to an initial assessment, 45 buildings were destroyed or damaged during the latest Israeli military operation in the Rafah area of the Gaza strip.

The UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) says that from 18 to 23 May, the building demolitions in the Tel Sultan, Brazil and Salam quarters of Rafah made 575 people homeless.

This latest round of demolitions comes on top of what had already been one of the worst months of the intifada in Rafah. 

Since the start of the intifada 1,354 buildings have been demolished in Rafah, affecting 13,175 people.  We have an UNRWA press release on that upstairs.

**Peacekeepers Day
The second observance of the International Day of United Nations Peacekeepers to honour those who served and continue to serve in UN field missions will be held this Saturday 29 May.

But beginning Tuesday 25 May, panels memorializing those who lost their lives during the course of their duties in the field in 2003 will be on display in the visitors lobby in the UN Headquarters building.  Then on Friday, a medal ceremony will be held in the Dag Hammarskjöld Library Auditorium at 11 a.m. to honour those peacekeepers.  And later on Friday, at 2.30 p.m., 35 military officers and eight police officers will also receive medals outside the Visitors entrance at 46th Street and First Avenue.

Tomorrow, Wednesday, a documentary on peacekeeping produced by YaleUniversity professor Jean Krasno will have its premiere screening in the Dag Hammarskjöld Library auditorium.  The film, “Uncertain Soil: The Story of United Nations Peacekeeping”, will be shown three times with the first showing from 2 to 4 p.m. and the final from 6 to 8 p.m.  

Currently, there are more than 53,000 men and women serving as peacekeepers in 14 UN field missions. Recently authorized peacekeeping missions in Haiti and Burundi are also in the process of deploying.

**SG – Lecture Series
A reminder that the next instalment of the Secretary-General’s Lecture Series is taking place today in the ECOSOC chamber from 1:25 p.m. to 2:45 p.m.  

The lecture is entitled “Who is Afraid of Human Rights?”

The Secretary-General will chair the lecture.  There will be three guest speakers: Ambassador Najat Al-Hajjaji of the UN Commission on Human Rights, Professor Ali Mazrui of the Institute of Global Cultural Studies at BinghamtonUniversity, and Dr. William Schulz of Amnesty International USA.

**Press Briefing
And finally as I already mentioned to you, Ambassador Heraldo Muñoz of Chile, will be here at 12:45 to talk about the Sanctions Committee that he chairs.

That’s all I have for you.  Yes, Warren?
Questions and Answers
Question:   Fred, Ahmad Fawzi said early this week that Lakhdar Brahimi looked unlikely to meet his end of the month deadline for producing the names for the interim government.  The President last night in a speech said that he would produce those names by the end of this week.  Since so much of the conversation now about the resolution turns on when those names will become public, can you, speaking for the UN, say when we can expect that event to happen?

Spokesman:  I don’t think anyone can predict.  We spoke to Ahmad Fawzi this morning, and as I’ve reported to you, Mr. Brahimi is going flat out trying to develop consensus among a broad cross section of Iraqi leadership.  And of course, the closer you get to your goal, the tougher the bargaining becomes.  So, I don’t think we can predict exactly when this process will be completed.  Mr. Brahimi’s original target was to get it done by the end of this month.  Whether or not he can do that, I don’t know.  But he has said that he’ll stay on until the job is done.  So, we’ll see when it happens.  Yes, Ma’am?

Question:   To that end, do you know, Mr. Brahimi, if he will make the announcement in Baghdad or at the UN and if he has any scheduled appearances to come back?

Spokesman:  I don’t whether he would come here directly from Baghdad or whether the announcement would be made in Baghdad.  I assume that he would inform the Secretary-General, who would inform the Security Council.  But for the public announcement, I am not sure how it would be done.  We’d have to ask him or others in Baghdad.  Liz?

Question:   Do you have any indication of when he’s supposed to return at this point?  Any idea when he would return to New York, or any target for his return or is all that dependent on how the work progresses?

Spokesman:  It’s dependent on finalizing the names for the interim government.

Question:   Just one follow-up, if I may.  Is there any talk, while you say you can’t predict when his work will be done, has there been any talk about the possibility of having to suggest that June 30th may not be realistic?

Spokesman:  I haven’t heard anyone talk of slippage on the transfer of authority date.  Bill?

Question:   How does the Secretary-General feel about the role for the UN post June 30th, as outlined in the United States draft resolution? 

Spokesman:  Many of the issues still remain to be worked out.  And those questions are being discussed among Council Members now.  The Secretary-General, you’ll see from his programme, is going to have a discussion in his conference room this afternoon with Members of the Council on the progress of Mr. Brahimi’s work in Baghdad.  But I don’t think that he would comment more specifically on the draft except that it does reflect many of the concerns that he has had.  And it is, as you know as well, the product of rather extensive consultations before the draft was tabled on Monday.  Yes? 

Question:   Do you have any reaction to the speech from Mr. Bush or the press conference given by Mr. Blair in London?

Spokesman:  No.  The Secretary-General did listen to President Bush’s address last night.  And I think, as I’ve already said, many of the issues he addressed there are ones that are also being discussed in the Council as we speak.  Yes, Debbie?

Question:   Fred, will it be possible to get a readout of the SG’s meeting with the Council this afternoon?

Spokesman:  We’ll try.  I don’t expect it to be too detailed, but we’ll try.

Question:   Is it possible to get probably (Inaudible) … just a little bit of video before the meeting starts; a camera in there for that?

Spokesman:  I’ll ask.  I’ll ask.  I’m not sure, but we’ll see.

Thank you very much.

* *** *



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





 � HYPERLINK "chemicals" ��IHT - Hazardous chemicals�


� HYPERLINK "convention" ��Economic Times - Stockholm convention on POPs to kill pollutants�


� HYPERLINK "goals" ��Waste News - Banking on reductions; World finance leader sets pollution reduction goals��� HYPERLINK "activities" ��Antara - The Indonesian National News Agency - UNEP includes Indonesian environmental campaign in calendar of activities���
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