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CNN

UN body protects monster-sized sharks
                 (CNN) -- The two largest fish in the  world will now enjoy international  protection, thanks to a last-minute vote from a United Nations group that monitors trade of endangered species. 

                 The U.N. plan will safeguard whale and basking sharks, gentile giants that can grow as large as trucks and feed on  microscopic plankton. 

                 Delegates at the U.N. Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) adopted the proposal in the final hours of their meeting in Chile earlier this month. 

                 Only two days before, a similar measure had been narrowly defeated, two votes shy of the two-thirds majority needed to place it under the watchful eyes of the U.N. animal protection organization. 

                 The decision marked the first time that CITES has broadened its reach to include a shark species on its protected list.   CITES representatives meet every two years to revise the international treaty. 

                 The whale shark can reach a length of 60 feet (18 meters), about the size of an 18-wheeler truck. The basking share is slightly smaller. 

                 But unlike other sharks, the giants are docile filter feeders; deep within their throat are numerous long slender structures called gill rakers that filter food from the water. 

                 They reach their extraordinary size through a diet mostly of microscopic plankton. 

                 The sharks' population has declined in recent years, the result of their growing commercial value. Whale shark meat is still in demand, primarily in Thailand, while  basking sharks are hunted primarily for their fins. 

                 The giant fins, approximately 6.5 feet (2 meters) long, supply the East Asian market with shark fin soup, a delicacy priced at around $100 a bowl in Honk Kong. 

                 Animal rights organizations over the years have protested the "finning" method. 

                 Fishermen cap off the dorsal fins when the shark surfaces, saving them from having  to dock the giants or using hold space to store them. The sharks, either dead or  near death, are abandoned at the site. 

                 The United States recently followed the lead of several European and Central American countries and banned finning within U.S. territorial waters. 

                 One shark specialist said the reason for the sudden shift by the delegates was  difficult to determine since they cast their votes by secret ballot. 

                 "Perhaps we managed to clear up some misinformation, particularly which  stemmed from certain countries opposing all trade in marine animals," said Sonja Fordham of the Ocean Conservancy. 

                 "The Philippines, India, and the UK illustrated the cost benefits of eco-tourism over unsustainable harvests. They argued that the fish are worth more alive than dead,"  she said. 

                 The opposing countries, Norway, Japan, Iceland and Singapore, openly protested,  fearing a spillover effect into their whaling or tuna industries. 

                 Nevertheless, the final CITES ruling did not establish complete protection for the sharks. 

                 The measure only "requires countries to take the necessary steps to prove that their  trade isn't posing a detriment to the species," Fordham said. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Asia Pulse 

Coral reef areas in the Philippines are being threatened by man-made activities. 

      A report by the Cebu-based Philippine Environmental Journalists Inc. (PEJI) warned the destruction of the      Philippine coral reef areas could be damaging not only to the country's economy but also to marginal fishermen whose main sources of protein and income are these coastal reefs. 

      PEJI described the coral reefs as a productive complex communities sustained primarily by a coral algal      symbiosis. They have been considered one of the greatest natural treasures of the Philippines, being home      to about 488 species of corals, 971 species of benthic algae and 2000 species of fish, PEJI revealed. 

      PEJI noted extensive exploitation and pollution including the negative effects of climatic changes, making      reef areas vulnerable to lasting damage. 

      Philippine coral reefs, it said, can be classified into fringing, atoll, barrier and shoal. 

      A major portion of the country's 118,417 km. coastline is characterized by fringing reefs with most atolls      occurring in the Sulu Archipelago and the Sulu Sea and west of Mindoro, PEJI said, citing a report from the      Environmental Management Bureau (EMB) of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) in  the Philippines. 

      Barrier Reefs, it said, are found in areas such as the northwest of Bohol, southwest of Palawan and      Tawi-Tawi, while shoal reefs occur mostly in the major shelf areas. 

      Five shelf areas (Polilio, Visayas, Palawan, Leyte-samar and Sulu) host the majority of the coral reefs, it      added. 

      Palawan, it said, has the highest concentration of reefs (37.86 per cent) followed by Sulu (27.81 per cent),      Visayas (21.70 per cent), Northern Luzon (7.63 per cent), Central and Southern Mindanao (3.2 per cent)      and the Turtle Islands (1.74 percent). 

      PEJI cited recent studies which have noted pollution and degradation in many reef areas of the country. 

      Among such studies already conducted were those of the University of the Philippines Marine Science Center  (UP-MSC, the Aean-Australian Coastal Living Resources Project, some conducted by Silliman University (SU)  Marine Laboratory and the University of San Carlos (USC) Marine Biology Department. 

      The studies found how the corals were not only destroyed by destructive fishing methods such as muro-ami,  blast fishing, cyanide fishing, and others, they were also affected by trawl fishers' operation, PEJI said. 

      Fisheries, it said, is an important industry in the Philippines. 

      Not only does it support big fishers, it is also a main source of income for small fishers, marginal fishermen living in coastal communities. 

      In recent years, PEJI said it has contributed close to P100 billion (US $1.87 billion) to the Gross National      Product (GNP). 

      It direclty employs over a million fishermen and fish farmers. 

      This does not include the employment the sector provides to those engaged in fish marketing and      distribution, fish processing, operation of ice plants and cold storage and people in allied industries such as      production of nets, boat-building and others. 

      On Dec. 2-4 this year, over 30 journalists from all over the country will be briefed by scientists on the ctual situation in Philippine coral reef areas and what is being done about the problem in the workshop on      "Conserving Philippine Marine Reserves: The Role of Journalists" set at Siliman University (SU) in Dumaguete City. 

      Organized by the Cebu-based PEJI and the Nairobi-based United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP),   the program is also supported by Silliman University (SU), Caltex Philippines Inc., San Miguel Corp., Shemberg  Marketing, Rhine Marketing Corp., and Bambi Marketing. _______________________________________________________________________________________

The Boston Herald 

November 24, 2002 

Picturing the world 

If your kids can envision a world with cleaner, healthier air, land and seas, encourage them to paint their      vision for the 12th annual Children's Painting Competition on the Environment, co-organized by the      Kenya-based United Nations Environment Programme and the Tokyo-based Foundation for Global Peace and  the Environment. The best 500 entries - in crayon, colored pencils, paints or other media - will appear in      postcards, calendars, publications and exhibitions worldwide. 

      Entries by kids ages 6-15 are due by Jan. 31. Go to www.unep.org-childrenyouthyouth-kids-painting.htm.

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Xinhuanet 

Largest botanical garden takes root in Northwest China 

BEIJING, Nov. 25 (Xinhuanet) -- China will spend nearly 1.4 billion yuan (US$170 million) over 10 years to build the world's largest Qinling Botanical Garden, covering an area of 458 square kilometres, according to Tuesday's China Daily. 

The garden -- under construction in Zhouzhi county of Xi'an, capital city of Northwest China's Shaanxi Province -- will protect and maintain the bio-diversity of plant species and the sustainable development of wildlife resources in the region. 

More than 20 new kinds of plant species have been discovered so far, said garden head Shen Maocai in the China Youth Daily yesterday. 

The construction of the garden is supported by the Shaanxi provincial government and the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences. The programme started one and a half years ago. 

An estimated 1.38 billion yuan (US$166.2 million) is needed for the construction of the garden, which is four times larger than the current largest in Australia, according to Shen. 

He said that about 580 million yuan (US$70 million) will be used in the first phase of the project which will be finished in 2005. 

Funds come from four channels: budgets of the provincial government and the State Environmental Protection Administration, money from the Global Environmental Facility (GEF), banks and private investments. 

The GEF is a financial mechanism structured as a trust fund that operates for the purpose of achieving global environmental benefits. 

State Environmental Protection Administration officials called on the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) to support the construction of the garden at the Second GEF Membership Conference, which was held in October in China. 

The construction of the garden unexpectedly became the highlight of the conference as most members showed great interest in the project. 

A senior official of Switzerland said the Qinling Garden could be viewed as a model for the improvement of the environment in western China, said Yang Xiangqi, director of the General Affairs Office of the Qinling Botanical Garden. 

Qinling lies at the intersection of the subtropical and the temperate zone, enjoying the most suitable climate for growing and diversifying plants. 

It is thus a good base for the collection and protection of various plant genes, said Yang. 

"More than 3,200 species growing in Qinling area will enjoy immediate protection, while another 900 species from temperate areas and about 2,000 kinds from tropical and subtropical zones will be transplanted to the garden," said Yang. 

Shen Maocai said the garden will provide a good opportunity for science research, the spread of scientific knowledge, protection of bio-diversity and the growth of biological tourism. 

The construction of the garden will be an effective way to protect the local ecological environment, said Yang. 

He disclosed that more than 3,000 residents will be moved to other areas to make way for construction. Enditem 

_______________________________________________________________________________________
Nations Seek Tougher 'Right to Know' on Toxics

Mon Nov 25
GENEVA (Reuters) - Negotiators from Europe, Central Asia and North America began talks Monday to finalize an international pact to strengthen people's right to know about the  presence of chemical waste and toxic pollutants. 

Under a draft plan, hammered out over two years of negotiations, states would set up  national registers of industrial pollutants released into the water, air and soil. 

The pact, which countries hope to be able to sign next year, covers the disposal, storage,  recycling or treatment of dangerous materials ranging from minerals to metals, fertilizers and hydrocarbons. 

But the week-long talks, the last scheduled session of negotiations, come amid complaints by environmental groups that some toxic substances -- radioactive waste and cancer-causing chemicals -- risk being dropped from the draft deal under pressure from industry lobbyists. 

Friends of the Earth (news - web sites) and other activists warn that some countries are pressing  for known carcinogenic substances, such as beryllium, a metal used in some electronic appliances, and chromium VI, employed in pigments and dyes, leather tanning and wood  preserving, to be removed from the list. Another area of concern is styrene -- a possible carcinogen used widely in rubber, plastics, insulation, fiberglass and auto parts -- which is also  in line to be omitted. 

"The public should have the right to know what chemicals are being discharged by companies  and where they are being stored," said Mary Taylor, researcher at Friends of the Earth. 

REVOLUTIONARY TREATY 

"Protecting certain sectors...from public scrutiny or avoiding the inclusion of cancer-causing chemicals is scandalous," she added. 

The pact would be a protocol to the Aarhus Convention, billed as a revolutionary "environmental rights" treaty when signed by 35 states from Europe and Central Asia in 1998. 

The legally binding treaty, which came into force last year, guarantees the public a voice in  the state of their water, air and land. Citizens were given more rights to sue industries and  authorities who break green laws. 

The new protocol aims to go further by requiring countries to collect and publish a list of  dangerous substances, although there is still debate on whether thresholds should be set for  reporting specific amounts of toxins. 

"It is sort of a 'name and shame' effort to put pressure on companies to reduce emissions,"  Jeremy Wates, of the U.N. Economic Commission for Europe (ECE), the agency hosting the  negotiations, told Reuters. 

Germany, which has a powerful chemicals industry, had been among countries pushing for a  weaker protocol, Taylor said. 

But other countries, particularly from the former Soviet bloc, were alarmed at how much it could cost to enforce. "It is a new concept for newly democratic countries," she added. 

The protocol should be formally approved by environment ministers from ECE's European region, which includes Central Asia and North America, in Kiev, Ukraine, in May. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Hundreds join beach  clean-up
Volunteers are scraping oil from beaches Oil is continuing to leak from the sunken tanker  Prestige, say Portuguese officials, as the Spanish clean-up operation accelerates. 

An international flotilla of vessels is sailing towards the scene to join the operation, among them a French  mini-submarine which should be able to dive to the  wreck and assess its condition. 

Specialist French and Dutch ships  have already started work on  tackling oil slicks near the shipwreck site, as up to 600 volunteers scrape up oil that has already been washed ashore. 

Up to 60,000 metric tons of fuel oil went down with the ship off the north-western coast, leaving experts to  hope that the oil will congeal in the chilly depths. 

An estimated 1,245 tons of the 11,000 which has escaped has  been recovered, the government estimates. 

Many seabirds have been killed or coated by the oil,  and the area's fishing grounds have been badly      affected. 

The Spanish authorities on Monday extended a ban on fishing and mussel  harvesting to cover around               500 kilometres (315 miles) of affected coastline. 

The clean-up volunteers, wearing rubber suits and  masks to protect them from the oil's toxic ingredients, have fanned out along 136 beaches hit by the disaster. 

"It has to be done," said one volunteer at Seiruga. "With a disaster of this size, we all have to pitch in." 

The Greek captain of the  Prestige, Apostolus Magouras,  has reportedly tod authorities  that the crisis began when he  ran into a floating container, Spanish papers reported. 

He described "a very loud sound" at the moment of impact, before the tanker  began to list and take on water. 

He remains under Spanish detention until the cause of the problem is verified. 

The initial cost of the disaster to the local economy has been estimated at 42 million euros, but  there are fears that figure could rise dramatically. 

Fishermen hit by the disaster are being paid compensation of 40 euros a day.   They are facing the loss of trading over the lucrative Christmas period. 

Hotels and other tourist facilities, such as car hire, have enjoyed a temporary unseasonal boom as journalists  and clean-up workers flock to the coastline. 

Government challenged 

Deputy Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy has given optimistic assessments about the scale of the disaster,  insisting that the situation is under control and that the leaks have stopped. 

But some Spanish newspapers and environmental groups have contested the government's reassuring               attitude. 

Greenpeace says the amount of escaped oil is twice as big as the government has acknowledged, and that it is still emerging. 

The Portuguese navy, whose planes have been flying over the shipwreck site, also says that some oil has continued leaking, although in smaller quantities. 

Fresh oil 

Only slight traces of fuel oil were spotted on Sunday, said Captain Augusto Ezequiel of the navy's               Hydrographic Institute. 

"That would indicate that the upwellings are tending to lessen, that the quantity of fuel oil that is coming to the surface is less," he said. 

Fears of a new slick coming ashore in Spain or Portugal  have receded slightly, as southwesterly winds drove the  slick away from land. 

Public anger in Spain has continued to grow. 

Galicia's La Opinion newspaper said the authorities' handling of the emergency had caused a "shipwreck of confidence", while Vanguardia newspaper described a "A Tide of Discontent". ______________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Portugal says sunken tanker still leaking oil

  LISBON - The Portuguese navy said on Sunday a storm-damaged oil tanker which broke in two and sank off the Spanish coast last week  polluting hundreds of kilometres of coastline was still leaking fuel oil. 

  Spain has taken issue with the Portuguese navy's reports. Deputy Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy said on Saturday there was only a thin  film of oil where the tanker went down. 

  The Prestige, a 26-year-old, single-hulled tanker, broke up and sank on Tuesday, carrying 77,000 tonnes of fuel oil - twice the amount

  spilled when the Exxon Valdez ran aground in Alaska in 1989 creating environmental disaster. 

  Captain Augusto Ezequiel, technical director of the navy's Hydrographic Institute, said navy aircraft monitoring the site, about 220 km (135  miles) west of Spain's Galician coast, sighted a slick about three kms long and a few hundred metres (yards) wide on Saturday. 

  "There was leakage detected at the site. It was still coming up at the site where the ship sank," he said, adding the leakage was not steady  and could stop when the wreck stabilised. 

  Ezequiel said a navy aircraft would fly over the site on Sunday to report on any new leakage. 

  Foreign Minister Antonio Martins da Cruz declined to comment on Spain's assertion that there was no new leakage. 

  "I myself, the Portuguese government, entirely trust the observations that are being made by the navy's Hydrographic Institute," he told  private TSF radio. 

  Martins da Cruz said he had proposed to Spain that the two countries set up a warning system to help prevent more wrecks like that of the  Prestige. 

  The Prestige was holed in a storm off northwestern Spain 11 days ago. It left a trail of oil while being towed out to sea before sinking in  deep Atlantic waters. 

  Oil has washed up along a wide stretch of Spain's Galician coast, coating seabirds and endangering shellfish stocks vital to the local economy. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

PANA

Scientists recommend protected status for Seychelles atoll 
                        Saint Denis, Reunion (PANA) -  A group of scientists from Seychelles and elsewhere has recommended the classification of Cosmoledo atoll as a protected natural reserve to safeguard its exceptional biodiversity.

               The scientists made this recommendation at the weekend on their return from an expedition co-organised by the Island Conservation Society (ICS) of Seychelles and the Organisation for the protection of Indian Ocean Coral Reefs.

               The recommendation is contained in a statement issued by the Island Development Company (IDC), which is charged with the protection and managing of the remote islands in the archipelago.

               The Cosmoledo atoll, which lies 1050 kilometres south-west of  Mahe, the main island in Seychelles, covers over 460 hectares of  land and has an immense lagoon of more that 15,000 hectares.

               The atoll comprises three major islands, Menai, South Island and  Grand Island, which are under IDC management.

               According to the scientific team headed by Rolph Payet, the ICS  director, Cosmoledo deserves to be a protected natural sanctuary  because it hosts a variety of endemic species.

               These include the biggest colony of rare Booby birds in the Indian Ocean, the second largest population of green turtles  after the nearby Aldabra atoll and an extraordinary marine life              with an exceptional coral barrier.

               Unfortunately, this ecologically important site draws the  attention of destroyers.

               "Unlike in Aldabra and other protected islands, Cosmoledo is faced with various constraints related to natural factors like  coral bleaching and human interventions like over-fishing, the         capturing of turtles, seabirds, molluscs as well as invasion by rats and cats. We discovered that five bird species have become extinct," the scientists said.

               While these islands have not been inhabited since 1996, illegal fishing and extraction of sea cucumbers is becoming common.

               Apart from the classification of more than 200 fish species in the zone and conducting a comprehensive study of the impact of coral bleaching on their lifestyle, the scientists discovered               several bird and endemic turtle species, which make the area one of the biggest marine animal reserves within the Indian Ocean.

               IDC is planning to undertake a second expedition to Cosmoledo after which it will submit a report asking the government to accord a protected status to the atoll.

______________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Hidden island off Sicily may reappear
November 25, 2002 

                 ROME, Italy (Reuters) -- A volcanic  island submerged off the coast of Sicily for the past 170 years could  reappear in the coming weeks if  furious seismic rumblings continue, Italy's chief seismologist said

                 Monday. 

                 "We've seen Etna erupting, seismic  activity to the north and east of Sicily and gas activity around the Aeolian Islands," said Enzo Boschi, head of Italy's Institute  of Geophysics and Volcanology. 

                 "The island could come back to the surface, but we'll have to wait and see. ... It could be a few weeks or months." 

                 Diplomatic spat could resurface

                 Formed by the tip of a submerged volcano, the island last popped up in1831, sparking a diplomatic spat among several nations, before it sank beneath the Mediterranean waves six months later.

                 The volcano's peak now sits just 26 feet under water about 19 miles south of Sicily,  near Tunisia. 

                 "We are monitoring things very closely," Boschi said. "The process could begin at any time ... It would be a very beautiful and fascinating event." 

                 Over the centuries, the island has emerged four times, with underwater volcanic eruptions first recorded during the first Punic War of 264-241 B.C. 

                 The last emergence on July 2, 1831, caused months of international wrangling with four nations making territorial claims including Britain, Spain and the Bourbon court of Sicily. 

                 Call it what you will

                 The rock, which rose some 213 feet above the surface and had a circumference of about 3 miles, emerged for six months, giving the British time to claim it as Graham Island, while Sicily's King Ferdinand II called it Ferdinandea. 

                 Scientists refer to it as Graham Bank, but Italians still call it Ferdinandea. 

                 This time, Sicilian divers went down and planted a flag on the rock in the hope of claiming it as Italian the moment it rises, Boschi said. 

                 While it may not spark the same diplomatic spat as 171 years ago if it emerges,  there could well be a new claimant. 

                 "I'm sure the European Union will want it as a member, won't they?" Boschi said. 

______________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA  (ROA)  - NEWS UPDATE

November 26, 2002

Nick Nuttall, Head of Media Services, UNEP, Nairobi

African Church Information Service: New dam-building, mining and road-development schemes should only get the green light after thorough assessments of their impacts on the lives and cultures of indigenous peoples, the head of the United Nations environment arm said here. Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme UNEP, said new construction and development projects were no longer allowed without an evaluation of their environmental impacts. He said the same, legally-binding, standards should be applied to their impact on the life-styles and cultures of indigenous peoples. Toepfer was addressing the 4th International Conference of the International Alliance of Indigenous and Tribal Peoples of the Tropical Forests taking place in the Kenyan capital. He said conserving and promoting cultural diversity was no nod in the direction of nostalgia. He said it was an "economic imperative". Global studies, carried out by UNEP in collaboration with other UN agencies, academics and local people, have found a firm link between cultural and linguistic diversity and biodiversity. Toepfer said the wealth of animal and plant life nurtured by indigenous, tribal and local peoples "for generations, for ages" amounted to a treasure trove of potentially promising new drugs, crops and industrial products for the 21st century.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200211250332.html
Flooding kills 13 in central Morocco 

Rabat, Morocco (PANA) - Thirteen people were killed after a river in central Morocco burst its banks following heavy rains Sunday, the Moroccan news agency (MAP) reported Monday. Six bodies had been recovered and a search was continuing for more of the victims, all from a village near Berrechid 150-km south of Rabat, the report added. Parts of Morocco have been experiencing heavy rains since13 November.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng028679&dte=25/11/2002
3,000 people displaced by flood in northern Congo Brazzaville 

Brazzaville, Congo (PANA) - More than 3,000 people have been displaced by flooding in Congo Brazzaville's northern Sangha region, the State radio reported Monday. Sangha Prefect has set up an emergency Committee to assist victims, and also called on the government and humanitarian organisations to assist, the report said. The victims are reported to be facing the problems of shelter and other essential needs such as clothing, mattress, mosquito nets, blankets and lamps, as well as food and health care. 

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng028683&dte=25/11/2002
Scientists recommend protected status for Seychelles atoll 

Saint Denis, Reunion (PANA) - A group of scientists from Seychelles and elsewhere has recommended the classification of Cosmoledo atoll as a protected natural reserve to safeguard its

exceptional biodiversity. The scientists made this recommendation at the weekend on their return from an expedition co-organized by the Island Conservation Society (ICS) of Seychelles and the Organization for the protection of Indian Ocean Coral Reefs. The recommendation is contained in a statement issued by the Island Development Company (IDC), which is charged with the protection and managing of the remote islands in the archipelago. The Cosmoledo atoll, which lies 1050 kilometers southwest of Mahe, the main island in Seychelles, covers over 460 hectares of land and has an immense lagoon of more that 15,000 hectares. According to the scientific team headed by Rolph Payet, the ICS director, Cosmoledo deserves to be a protected natural sanctuary

because it hosts a variety of endemic species. These include the biggest colony of rare Booby birds in the Indian Ocean, the second largest population of green turtles after the nearby Aldabra atoll and an extraordinary marine life with an exceptional coral barrier.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng028619&dte=25/11/2002
WFP Appeals For Funds To Feed 400,000 People In Madagascar

World Food Program (Rome): The UN World Food Programme appealed yesterday for US$8.4 million in cash to help feed 394,250 people severely affected this year by floods, drought and political turmoil in Madagascar. The funds are needed to purchase 18,400 metric tonnes of food aid to assist vulnerable communities over the next six months. WFP has already been helping to feed many of those affected by this year's natural and man-made crises with stocks borrowed from other programmes. However, it is clear that WFP's distributions need to be expanded over the coming months to reach all those in need. WFP is planning to aid 20,000 people and their families in Toamasina through a range of FFW projects. http://allafrica.com/stories/200211250331.html
Marathoners Alarmed Over Lagos Refuse

This Day (Lagos): Foreign athletes that participated in last Saturday's Lagos International Marathon expressed surprise over refuse sites that dotted their routes. A Kenyan athlete Maiyo Ben told THIS DAY Sports that his eight position on the over-all score chat would have been enhanced but for the refuse that disrupted his passage. Maiyo hinted that in other African countries he had visited either as an athlete or guest he had witnessed siren environment and perfect traffic control system that made runners pay little attention to distractive happenings.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200211250187.html
________________________________________________________________________________

ROAP Media Update –  26 November 2002


Topical News Issues

Promoting tourism in Asia
The Kathmandu Post, Nov 22, 2002 – (Feather - By DR MOHAN LOHANI) - A three-day international conference on the promotion of tourism in Asia was organised by the Boao Forum for Asia (BFA) in the Guilin city of China from November 17 to 19 this year. The conference which brought together senior politicians, policy makers, business people and scholars from different parts of the world and gave them an opportunity to share their experience and offer suggestions in a free and forthright manner ended by issuing a declaration known as the Guilin Declaration which approved an action plan in four areas, namely, Asian Regional Tourism Cooperation and Development …
… The Guilin Declaration recognizes the importance of protecting the natural environment cultural relics, arts, architecture and other monuments of historical significance in the development of new tourists products and calls upon UNESCO, UNEP and other international agencies to intensify efforts in collaboration with the countries concerned to protect natural resources and cultural heritage.
http://www.nepalnews.com.np/contents/englishdaily/ktmpost/2002/nov/nov23/features1.htm
Strategies For the Future
The Telegraph Weekly, Nov 20, 2002 (By Joachim Wille, Germany) - As so often in the past, Nelson Mandela found just the right words. During his first appearance at the World Summit on Sustainable Development, the former South African president declared that "global apartheid"' had to be brought to an end. He said the increasingly deeper division of the world into rich and poor was a scandal the magnitude of which could only be compared with the inhuman segregation of races that had existed in his own country until 1994. And where better, asked Mandela, could be impetus for ending this form of apartheid come than from South Africa?
…A third of the World's population live in countries that suffer to some extent from serious water shortages: large numbers of people have no access to clean drinking water. And these figures are increasing. Disputes about the distribution of water resources could even become possible grounds for wars in the future. Bad news is also arriving about the oceans. They are not only being detrimentally affected by the discharge of effluent: all the world's 17 major fishing grounds are now considered overfished. "Nature's capital is disappearing fast", declared Klaus Topfer, executive director of the UNEP. And former German environment minister.
http://www.nepalnews.com.np/contents/englishweekly/telegraph/2002/nov/nov20/international.htm

Road dangers and environmental safety
Dawn, Nov 20, 2002 (By F.H. Mughal) - Some time back a road accident near the Liaquatabad flyover, claimed the lives of two college girls and a motorcyclist. The media covered the tragedy in its entirety. It was the result of reckless driving by two speeding bus drivers. 
A bus stand exists right next to the flyover but no mechanism is in place for controlling the speed of vehicles when they negotiate the roundabout at the end of ramp. These lapses are due to the fact that no environment impact assessment (EIA) of the flyover was carried out before it was initiated.
…According to UNEP, EIA helps project proponents achieve their aims more successfully in the following ways:…
http://www.dawn.com/weekly/health/health.htm#1
State approves water diversion project to quench thirst 
China Daily, November 26, 2002 - The central government has officially approved the construction of the multi-billion-dollar project to divert water from southern China to quench the thirst of its northern neighbours. 
Water Resources Vice-Minister Zhang Jiyao said part of the gigantic project will start by the end of the year. 
"After nearly half a century of study and planning, we now can start putting the project that the late Chairman Mao Zedong envisioned into reality step by step," Zhang said. 
…Even with the ambitious diversion plan, experts insisted China should adopt new water preservation strategies, including water-saving agriculture, urban water pollution control and sustainable water utilization. 
http://www1.chinadaily.com.cn/news/2002-11-26/95218.html ________________________________________________________________________________________

ROE
General Environment News

Libération, 25 novembre: L'incompétence de Madrid face à la marée noire
Opposition et écolos fustigent le gouvernement Aznar. 

Fait symptomatique : samedi, le numéro 2 de l'exécutif, Mariano Rajoy, a établi ses quartiers à La Corogne, où il a pris la tête d'un comité de crise censé coordonner une action gouvernementale qui, pour beaucoup, brille jusqu'à présent par son inefficacité.

«Il est invraisembla-ble qu'aucun plan d'urgence n'ait été mis en place depuis tout ce temps.» Juan Lopez de Uralde, de Greenpeace-Espagne

http://www.liberation.com/page.php?Article=69404
Le Monde, dernière heure, 25 novembre: La marée noire atteint l'extrème ouest du Golfe de Gascogne

Des nappes denses et dispersées de fioul déversé par le pétrolier Prestige ont été repérées à l'extrême sud-ouest du Golfe de Gascogne, a annoncé dimanche le gouvernement régional de Galice."

http://www.lemonde.fr/dh/0,5987,3244--11128484,00.html
Rare bird caught up in spill

BBC, 22 November: The Spanish Ornithological Society (SEO) said its wildlife recovery programme had taken in a Balearic shearwater for cleaning. The species (Puffinus mauretannicus), which flies through the affected area during migration, has seen its numbers plummet in recent years. Bird experts fear the shearwater's breeding record will be further eroded by the ecological disaster now engulfing the Galicia region of north-west Spain. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/science/nature/2504151.stm
New slick spotted at site of sunken tanker

Authorities in neighbouring Portugal said a glistening pool of oil was seen over the spot where the Liberian-registered vessel Prestige sank last Tuesday after breaking in two.The observation, by the Portuguese Hydrographic Institute, was confirmed by Spanish officials, who up to now had expressed hope that more than 60,000 tonnes of oil on the tanker had frozen solid on the sea bed.

http://www.smh.com.au/articles/2002/11/24/1037697983721.html
Spain sends submarine to site of sunken tanker

LA CORUNA, Spain - Spain said a submarine was sent to the site of the sunken tanker Prestige to see if the ship was still spewing oil into Atlantic waters already polluted by thousands of tonnes of fuel oil.

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/18742/story.htm
Two old, black-listed tankers to set sail in Europe

LONDON - Two aging tankers, flying a flag of convenience black-listed for safety, are set to ship more oil across European waters as Spain battles the slick left by the sunken Prestige, industry sources said. One of the ships, the 26-year-old Byzantio, was recently detained for failing a port inspection and is on charter by Crown Resources, the Russian-owned trading company which also chartered the Prestige. The other tanker, the 22-year-old Express, is set to follow exactly the same route as the doomed Prestige, past the oil-covered coast of northern Spain on the way from the Baltic Sea to Asia. They also fly the Maltese flag - a registry recently placed on a safety "black list" by one of the world's leading port inspection authorities, the Paris Memorandum of Understanding (MOU).

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/18756/story.htm
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Wind Energy Promoted in Central America




By Néfer Muñoz*
With a 66-megawatt production available, Costa Rica is the leading Latin American wind energy producer.
SAN JOSE - If Central America were to take full advantage of wind energy, the region could supply enough electricity for 12 million people -- a third of the local population -- at a lower cost than fossil fuels and without their polluting effects, says a new study to which Tierramérica had access. 

Costa Rica is currently the only country of the isthmus with "wind parks" connected to the electrical energy network. Four percent of the country's electricity is generated by the wind. 

The three wind parks, three privately and one publicly owned, hold a potential to produce 66 megawatts, the most in Latin America, with Argentina's wind energy potential standing at 14 megawatts and Brazil's at 20, says the report by the non-governmental Biomass Users Network-Central America (BUN-CA). 

One megawatt is enough to supply electricity to a community of 20,000 people. Central America could produce as much as 600 megawatts using the output from windmills, or enough to meet the electricity needs of 12 million people, says BUN-CA. 

There are 24 wind energy projects in the pre-investment phase, scattered among Belize, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua and Panama, according to the wind energy manual that the organization is to publish shortly as part of a series aimed at studying the outlook and current development status of renewable energies in Central America. 

It is already possible to produce wind energy at a cost of just three to five cents on the dollar per kilowatt-hour, says BUN-CA. 

Hydroelectric energy has similar monetary costs: five cents on the dollar per kilowatt hour, while electricity coming out of coal, diesel or natural gas fired energy plants reaches 10 cents, Enrique Morales, director of the state-run wind park -- Costa Rica's largest -- told Tierramérica. 

"Wind energy in Central America has a great future," says BUN-CA director, engineer José María Blanco. 

The region is influenced by the Trade Winds system, which is relatively constant in speed and direction, blowing in both the northern and southern hemispheres from 30 degrees latitude towards the Equator. 

The windmills require a minimum wind speed of 3.5 to 6.0 meters per second. In some parts of Central America the annual average speed reaches 12 meters per second. 

"The advantage is that it is a clean energy source" that in the long term will be very competitive, says wind park director Morales. The non-renewable energy sources will eventually face legal and tax barriers due to the greenhouse gases they produce, he explains. 

Today, nearly 10 million Central Americans -- nearly one in three of the region's residents -- lack access to electrical services. 

Voracious Tourism Threatens Damas Island




By Gustavo González*
Environmentalists warn that nutria, penguins and dolphins, as well as other species populating this natural Chilean paradise, are in danger.
SANTIAGO - Ecological organizations in Chile have launched a campaign to defend Damas Island, part of a rich natural reserve of Pacific fauna whose future is clouded by plans to build a tourism complex, which would include a five-star hotel and a yacht marina. 

The island, located 500 km north of Santiago, is part of the Humboldt Penguin National Reserve, a protected area of international importance, as it is home to the species endemic to the Humboldt ocean current. 

The National Committee in Defense of Fauna and Flora (CODEFF) organized an expedition in early November for 24 environmentalists who set up camp at the site to demand that the Ricardo Lagos government take action to protect the island. 

CODEFF and other environmental organizations warned in letters addressed to Lagos and other officials that if Damas Island were to lose its status as a national reserve, the Chilean government would be violating national law and international commitments. 

The alarm spread in September, when rumors circulated that the government was considering withdrawing protection for a portion of the Damas Island territory. 

The National Humboldt Penguin Reserve, established in 1990, encompasses the Damas, Choros and Chañaral islands, which are relatively close to the Chilean continent. 

The frigid Humboldt oceanic current flows from Antarctica past the northern Chilean coast and turns inward into the Pacific when it runs into the warm El Niño current off the Peruvian coast. 

This cold current, which reaches the Galápagos Islands, is a permanent migration route for species from chillier climes, allowing penguins, seals and sea lions to coexist near the Equator with animals of the tropics, like iguanas and giant sea turtles. 

The beauty of an uncontaminated marine environment and its varied fauna caught the attention of the tourism industry. The authorities of the Coquimbo region decided to authorize eco-tourism projects on Gaviota Island, next to the Damas-Choros-Chañaral triplet. 

Two companies presented their plans. The first, drawn up by local investors, entailed a complex of apartments, campsites, restaurants, swimming pools and a museum, as well as an environmental education component, for a cost of 600,000 dollars. 

But it was rejected by the Coquimbo Concessionary Committee, which opted for the proposal of the transnational Genera Investments, with its budget of 80 million dollars to build a 200-room five-star hotel and a marina. 

Because of its size, the project would reach Damas Island, and thus endanger its biodiversity, say environmentalists. 

The National Penguin Reserve is also home to the yunco (Pelecanoides garnotii), a sea bird whose population in the past numbered in the millions. Today there are only two colonies in northern Chile, one on Damas Island, with just 1,500 reproducing pairs. 

The most notable endangered species is the Humboldt penguin itself (Spheniscus humboldti). There are some 300 pairs that regularly next on the islands of Damas and Choros. 

Also found there is a colony of 'chungungos', the Chilean name for the sea cat or marine otter (Lontra felina, not to be confused with the sea otter), another vulnerable species that is under a strict protective regime. 

The varied fauna of the small archipelago also includes the South American tern (Sterna hirundinacea), 'bandurrias' or black-faced ibis (Theristicus melanopis), and the popular bottlenose dolphin (Tursiops truncatus), which swims the waters surrounding the three islets. 

_____________________________________________________________________________
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Unexploded Arms Require Big Cleanup At 16,000 U.S. Sites, Washington Post, 25/11:  Unexploded munitions at 16,000 inactive military ranges in the US present "imminent and substantial" public health risks, according to newly released US-EPA documents.  The agency said the problem might require the largest environmental cleanup program ever implemented by the federal Government.  Many believe that the munitions -- including chemical and biological weapons -- could be leaking into soil and groundwater.  The weapons are spread across 30 million to 40 million acres nationwide, an area about the size of Florida.  (See http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A34776-2002Nov24.html)
Global Warming May Boost Crop Yields, Study Says, National Geographic News, 25/11:  Escalating greenhouse gas levels may significantly boost production of fruits and seeds in crops such as wheat, rice, and soybeans, according to a new study from Ohio State University. But the effect may be a double-edged sword; the increase in yield appears to be linked to a decrease in the nutritional value of these crops.  (See http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2002/11/1122_021125_CropYields.html)

Oil Spills Pollute Indefinitely and Invisibly, Study Says, National Geographic News, 22/11:  A report published earlier this month shows that in sensitive near-shore environments, the effects of an oil spill can be seen even decades later.  The findings come from a study of the aftermath of an accident that occurred in Buzzards Bay, Massachusetts, on a foggy morning in September 1969.  Thirty years after the Massachusetts catastrophe, significant oil residues remain in local salt marsh sediments, according to researchers at the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution.  (See http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2002/11/1122_021122_OilSpill.html)

Sustainable Development Gains University Cachet, Wall Street Journal, 25/11:  Environmentalists and left-leaning economists have been trying to get people interested in sustainable development for nearly two decades. Now they're getting a new breath of life from Columbia University’s Earth Institute and its star economist and director, Jeffrey Sachs.  With an $8 million townhouse near Central Park West in Manhattan to entertain world dignitaries and promote wide-ranging views about the environment, infectious disease and Third-World poverty, the Institute, with an overall annual budget of $80 million, will be the university's attempt to put its own stamp on a range of issues important to the developing world.  (See http://online.wsj.com/article/0.,SB103817599659736508.djm.00.html)

Canadian PM tries diplomacy on Kyoto, Toronto Globe and Mail, 25/11:  Prime Minister Jean Chrétien is launching a last-ditch round of diplomacy in an attempt to soften provincial opposition to the Kyoto Protocol before Parliament votes on ratification. (See www.globeandmail.com/environment)

Just a nod and a wink for the Kyoto accord[image: image1], Toronto Globe and Mail, 25/11:  Editorial:  Canadian Parliament is expected to vote on ratification of the Kyoto Protocol within days, and Prime Minister Chrétien has made it clear he will brook no opposition from his restless back bench. But it doesn't really matter. Canada's approval of the international treaty to combat greenhouse-gas emissions will be a symbolic gesture only. (See www.globeandmail.com/environment)

______________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Stephane Dujarric, Associate Spokesman

     for the Secretary-General, and Richard Sydenham, Spokesman for the President of the General Assembly.

           Briefing by the Secretary-General’s Associate Spokesman

           Good afternoon.  I would start off today with a statement attributable to the Spokesman on Cyprus.

           Today in The Hague, in the Netherlands, the Secretary-General met with his Special Adviser on Cyprus, Alvaro

     de Soto, to take stock of efforts to solve the Cyprus problem.

           The Secretary-General is encouraged by the generally positive reaction to his plan that is emerging, and wants

     to press ahead with the parties in accordance with the calendar which is part and parcel of the plan and which is

     designed to take advantage of the opportunity that is available now.

           They discussed steps for engaging the parties intensively in the next week or so.  The Secretary-General

     looks forward to receiving their substantive reactions with a view to moving ahead in earnest.

           The Secretary-General will also remain in contact with the Prime Ministers of Greece and Turkey on the

     matter, and his Special Adviser will return to the region to continue consultations.

           **Secretary-General on killing of UNRWA Staffer in Jenin

           The Secretary-General is saddened by the death of Mr. Ian Hook, the Project Manager of UNRWA’s Jenin

     Camp Rehabilitation Project this morning in Jenin Refugee Camp.

           The full circumstances surrounding the incident have not yet been established, but the Secretary-General is

     greatly disturbed by the fact that the Israeli Defence Forces (IDF) refused immediate access for an ambulance, which

     had been summoned by UNRWA to take Mr. Hook to a hospital.  Mr. Hook subsequently died before reaching the

     hospital.

           The Secretary General has on a number of previous occasions called on the IDF to allow ambulances

     unimpeded access to the sick and the injured.  The Secretary-General expects to issue a further statement. 

     Meanwhile, he extends his heart-felt condolences to the family of the victim.

           **UNRWA on Jenin Killing

           The UNRWA today confirmed the death of a senior manager, Ian Hook, while he was organizing the

     evacuation of UNRWA staff from their compound in the Jenin camp.  He was shot dead and at the time of his death the

     source of the gunfire was not absolutely certain.

           The Agency’s Commissioner-General, Peter Hansen, said he could only hope that his family could take some

     small comfort and pride in the knowledge that Mr. Hook lost his life while trying to save those of others.  Mr. Hansen

     also expressed his sadness and anger at his loss, saying, “increasingly in this conflict, UNRWA staff are facing

     difficult and dangerous situations just to carry out our humanitarian mandate”.

           We have copies of Mr. Hansen’s statement available upstairs.

           **Secretary-General in the Netherlands

           As I mentioned, the Secretary-General was in the Netherlands today.  Earlier, he met with United Nations

     High Commissioner for Refugees Ruud Lubbers for one of their periodic discussions.  Mr. Lubbers also accompanied

     the Secretary-General to the launch of the Declaration of The Hague, a document produced by the Society for

     International Development of the Netherlands, which contains 21 principles for more humane government policies to

     deal with migrants.

           In accepting the Declaration, the Secretary-General stressed that “immigrants and refugees should not –- and

     must not -– be seen as a burden”.  If the issue of migration is tackled properly, he added, citizens of developed and

     developing countries alike will come to understand how its benefits far outweigh the problems it may bring.

           “Politicians have a choice to make,” the Secretary-General said.  “They can embrace the potential that

     migrants and refugees represent, or instead could use them as political scapegoats”.

           We have copies of his statement upstairs.

           He then held a press encounter, in which he reiterated his challenge to world leaders not to scapegoat

     migrants.  The Secretary-General went on to meet with the judges of the International Court of Justice, who reviewed

     with him their caseload.  The Secretary-General briefed them on his meeting with the Presidents of Cameroon and

     Nigeria last Friday, following the Court’s ruling last month on their border dispute.

           After meeting with the leaders of the United Nations of the Netherlands and thanking them for their work, the

     Secretary-General had a working luncheon with his Special Adviser on Cyprus which I just mentioned to you.

           On Sunday, the Secretary-General will leave the Netherlands for France.

           **Security Council

           As you know, the Security Council just broke out.  They held closed consultations today on the

     Secretary-General’s Report on the United Nations operation in Cyprus.  A draft resolution which recommends an

     extension of the mandate of the United Nations Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus for a further period of six months, until

     June 15 2003, was introduced.

           And under other matters, the extension of the International Security Assistance Force in Afghanistan was

     discussed and a resolution was also introduced to extend its mandate.

           **UNMOVIC

           Today in London, Hans Blix, Executive Director of the United Nations Monitoring, Verification and Inspection

     Commission (UNMOVIC), met with British Prime Minister Tony Blair for about 30 minutes at No. 10 Downing Street. 

     Mr. Blix briefed the Prime Minister on his recent visit to Baghdad and his discussions with the Iraqi Foreign Minister

     and other senior Iraqi officials on the status of preparations for the resumption of weapons inspections on 27

     November.

           As you’ll recall, Mr. Blix had conferred in Paris with the Foreign Ministers of France and Mexico on his way to

     Baghdad.  The stop in London on his return from Baghdad was an opportunity for Mr. Blix to brief the Prime Minister in

     the context of his continuing consultations with Security Council members.

           And, as you know, as we’ve already told you, Mr. Blix is expected to brief the Security Council in closed

     consultations on Monday afternoon, here in New York.

           Meanwhile, we’ve been informed by our colleagues in Baghdad that the first batch of inspectors, who will arrive

     on 25 November, will include 12 from UNMOVIC and six from the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).

           **Kosovo

           The United Nations Mission in Kosovo announced today that four former Kosovo Albanian members of the

     Kosovo Liberation Army, including Commander Rrustem Mustafa, were indicted earlier this week by an international

     prosecutor for war crimes committed against other Kosovo Albanian citizens during 1998 and 1999.  The charges

     against them include illegal arrest and detention, as well as inhumane treatment, torture and murder.

           The defendants remain in detention pending trial.

           Also on Kosovo, the Security Council has agreed to send a Mission to Kosovo and to Belgrade, from 13 to 17

     December, under the leadership of Ambassador Ole Peter Kolby of Norway.  A letter from the Council President to the

     Secretary-General, including the terms of reference for the Mission, is out on the racks today.

           **UNHCR

           The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) noted its massive effort in both the

     Democratic Republic of the Congo and the neighbouring Republic of Congo to provide identity cards to refugees and

     asylum seekers.  That operation got underway today in Kimaza, where some 2,000 refugees from the Republic of the

     Congo will receive their identity cards.

           According to government estimates, there are some 440,000 refugees and asylum seekers in those two

     countries.

           You can pick up more information in UNHCR’s briefing notes, which also includes information about UNHCR

     efforts to interview the residents of the Sangatte reception centre in northern France, to hear asylum seekers’ claims

     from the roughly 1,900 people with valid badges in that reception centre.

           **Human Rights

           A couple of human rights notes.

           The Special Rapporteur of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights on the question of torture, Theo

     van Boven, will be undertaking a fact-finding mission to Uzbekistan from 24 November to 6 December 2002 at the

     invitation of the Government.

           And Juan Miguel Petit, the Special Rapporteur dealing with the sale of children, child prostitution and child

     pornography, will visit France next week, starting on Monday, at the Government’s invitation, to examine the trafficking

     of children into and through France.

           We have a press release available with more details on his visit.

           **Press Releases

           The World Health Organization (WHO) reveals that 7 per cent of deaths among women aged 15 to 44 years

     are due to violence.  The World Report on Violence and Health says that nearly half of the women victims of homicide

     are killed by their current or former male partners.  The report also highlights

     a number of promising prevention programmes, including social development, reducing alcohol availability and access

     to firearms, reducing inequalities and strengthening law enforcement and judicial systems.

           We have a press release with more information available upstairs.

           From the United Nations Regional Inter-Agency Coordination Support Office in Southern Africa, we are

     informed that humanitarian relief operations in the region face a shortage of 400,000 metric tons of food.  Urgent

     humanitarian needs are not limited to food aid and there is also a need for assistance in the health, education and fuel

     sectors.

           We also have a press release from the Secretariat of the Convention to Combat Desertification on the

     two-week meeting of the Committee to Review the Implementation of that Convention, which ended in Rome today. 

     The meeting discussed ways to improve implementation of the Convention and the conclusions and findings will be

     presented to the next Conference of Parties.

           From the United Nations Development Programme, they’ve announced today that it had signed a project worth

     $5.5 million today with the Government of Viet Nam, to help develop a “democratic, clean, professional, efficient and

     effective administration system” in that country by 2010.  The support will focus on assisting the ministries of home

     affairs, justice and finance, and the Office of the Government.

           **Budget

           Today, the peacekeeping budget received another very large contribution from the United Kingdom, which

     made a payment of more than $46 million.

           **Guest on Monday

           Our guest on Monday will be Noeleen Heyzer, Executive Director of the United Nations Development Fund for

     Women (UNIFEM).  Ms. Heyzer will brief on the International Day to End Violence Against Women, which is being

     observed on Monday, and she will also discuss UNIFEM’s Trust Fund for Violence Against Women.

           **World Chronicle

           World Chronicle programme number 877, with Professor Nayyar of the World Institute for Development

     Economics Research and Nitin Desai, Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs, will be shown this

     afternoon on in-house channels 31 and 3.

           We also have upstairs copies of the weekly Week Ahead.

           Any questions?

           **Questions and Answers:

           Question:  The Norwegian Ambassador was scheduled to meet with correspondents in the UNCA club I think

     at 4 o’clock this afternoon for a briefing.  I wonder if this appointment was made before there had been a change in his

     plans.

           Associate Spokesman:  I don’t know.  I would be happy to check with the Norwegian Mission for you.

           Question:  What is the United Nations doing about a United Nations employee in Pretoria named Faith Zake,

     who is currently being detained by the Government at an illegal immigration detention centre?

           Associate Spokesman:  It is the first I‘ve heard of it, but I will look into it.

           [The Associate Spokesman later said that United Nations officials were trying to locate her.  The United

     Nations was also working with the South African Mission in New York to that end.]

           Question:  How many United Nations staff have been killed during the last two, three years?

           Associate Spokesman:  I don’t have the full figures.  What I can tell you is that Mr. Hook’s death…he was the

     first UNRWA international staff member to have been killed since the beginning of this Intafada.  But you will recall that

     earlier this year a Palestinian guard inside an UNRWA ambulance was killed and we issued a statement at that time. 

     And, not counting Mr. Hook’s death, UNRWA has had 10 casualties since 1992.

           Question:  Do you have any indication today if Mr. Denktash is going to give you an answer?

           Associate Spokesman:  We do know that Mr. Denktash has had health problems and he remains in New

     York.  He has indicated that he needs a bit more time for consultations and we do hope that we will be getting some

     more definitive remarks from him in the future.

           Question:  He has asked for an extension for a week, can you confirm that?

           Associate Spokesman:  No I can’t.  Any more questions?  Thank you.

           Briefing by the Spokesman for the General Assembly President

           Good afternoon.

           The General Assembly Plenary this morning is taking action on reports of the First Committee on

     Disarmament and International Security agenda items. There are 17 items under consideration (documents A/57/

     501-517).

           The Third Committee (Social, Humanitarian and Cultural) is expected to take action this afternoon on

     outstanding draft resolutions on implementation and follow-up to the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action,

     extrajudicial, summary and arbitrary executions, and protection of the rights and dignity of persons with disabilities. 

     That’s in the Third Committee this afternoon.

           And on Monday, the Plenary will discuss the report of the Secretary-General on strengthening of the

     coordination of humanitarian assistance, special economic assistance to individual countries or regions.

           Any questions?

           Question:  Do you know when the General Assembly is going to take up the Third Committee resolutions?

           Spokesman:  At this point I do not have a definite date for that.

           Thank you very much, have a good weekend.

                 THE WEEK AHEAD AT THE UNITED NATIONS

                 Sunday, 24 November

           The Secretary-General will arrive in Paris, France, where he will pay an official visit.

                 Monday, 25 November

           In Paris, the Secretary-General will hold meetings with President Jacques Chirac and other senior French

     officials.

           The Security Council is expected to hold an open meeting to consider a resolution on the “oil-for-food”

     programme for Iraq, the current phase of which expires today.  It will also hold consultations on Liberia sanctions in the

     morning and on Iraq, with a briefing by United Nations chief weapons inspector Hans Blix, in the afternoon.

           Today is the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women and the guest at the noon

     briefing will be Noeleen Heyzer, Executive Director of the United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM).

           The 14th meeting of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer will

     take place in Rome.  For more information, see www.unep.org/ozone

                 Tuesday, 26 November

           The Secretary-General will end his trip to Europe, returning to New York. The Deputy Secretary-General will

     speak at an event marking World AIDS Day, which will be formally observed on 1 December.  Also, at 10 a.m.,

     Desmond Johns, Director of the New York Office of the Joint United Nations Programme against HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS),

     will brief the press on World AIDS Day.

                 Thursday, 28 November

           Today is Thanksgiving Holiday, and United Nations Headquarters in New York will be closed.

                 Friday, 29 November

           Today is the International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People.

           Over the weekend, Colombia will replace China in the Presidency of the Security Council.

                                              * *** *  

________________________________________________________________________________________



M O N D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
Iraq

*
UN inspectors land in Iraq, will ‘go anywhere, any time,’ Security Council told

*
‘So far so good,’ Security Council President says of UN Iraq arms probe

*
Security Council extends UN ‘oil-for-food’ programme until 4 December

Other news

*
UN refutes Israel’s claim that Jenin project manager was killed amid firing in camp

*
Security Council renews UN peacekeeping force for Cyprus through mid-June

*
States must make good on pledges to end violence against women, UN officials say

*
UN missions plan campaigns aimed at fighting violence against women

*
Multilateralism needed to confront global ills, Annan says

*
Annan welcomes new code of conduct against spread of ballistic missiles

*
UN envoy urges investigation of attack on aid workers in Afghanistan
*
DR of Congo: UN-backed talks agree on principles for transitional government

*
Burundi ceasefire must include all armed groups, political movements – Annan

*
Drought, floods leave over half a million Cambodians in need of food aid, UN reports 

*
$8.4 million needed to feed 400,000 in Madagascar, UN food agency says

*
Security Council names 3 new entities subject to sanctions against Al-Qaida 

*
UN health agency announces plans to develop new anti-malaria drug

* * * *

Iraq: weapons inspections

25 November – As 17 United Nations weapons inspectors arrived today in Baghdad, the senior UN official overseeing the arms probe told the Security Council that no site in the country would be immune to visits when operations begin on Wednesday.

In prepared remarks to a closed-door meeting of the Council, Hans Blix, Executive Chairman of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC), stressed that inspectors would go anywhere at any time without prior notice. There are 11 inspectors from UNMOVIC and six from the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) now in Iraq.

Some 100 inspectors plus support staff should be in place by Christmas, while logistics are being strengthened, he added, predicting that by the end of the week, the UN could have the first of eight helicopters in Iraq. A plane is already in place to ferry inspectors and equipment to Iraq from the field office in Larnaca, Cyprus.

Reporting on his recent talks with Iraqi officials, Mr. Blix said they had pledged full cooperation with the inspections process. The UN side had emphasized the importance of the declaration by Baghdad – due by 8 December – concerning its weapons of mass destruction, and the Iraqi delegation voiced uncertainty as to how to prepare the text. Mr. Blix, along with IAEA chief Mohammad ElBaradei, declined to interpret the Council resolution that mandated the declaration, but stressed that all proscribed items must be acknowledged.

The UNMOVIC chief also made a number of proposals during the talks, including calling for the adoption of laws prohibiting citizens from engaging in programmes related to weapons of mass destruction, according to the text. He also sought Iraqi assistance in setting up a field office in Mosul and in expanding UNMOVIC premises at the Canal Hotel in Baghdad.

Commenting on the heavy media interest in the UN’s work in Iraq, Mr. Blix emphasized that no reporters would be allowed at inspection sites. The Iraqi side said it might invite the press to sites following inspections.

Speaking to reporters after the meeting, Mr. Blix was asked about Iraq’s contention that it has no weapons of mass destruction. He replied that during talks with officials in Baghdad, he had suggested that “they should look into all their stores and stocks.” 

Pressed further on the question, he said, “The production of mustard gas is not exactly the same as the production of marmalade – you do expect those who produce chemical weapons to keep some track of what [they] have produced,” he said. “That is in their own interest, and I’m sure they do.” In order to be believed, Iraq must provide either the weapons that remain or full accounts, he stressed.

Concerning presidential sites, Mr. Blix said the UN had emphasized that it would inspect all locations on an equal basis. “The Iraqis said they are content to cooperate in all respects under the resolution; they did remark, however, that ministerial buildings and presidential sites are not the same as factories, and that is undeniable,” he reported.

To a question as to whether UNMOVIC faces pressure from Washington, he said, “We get recommendations and advice from all countries, including the United States, but I’d like to say that we may not be the brightest in the world but I can tell you we are in nobody’s pockets.”

* * *

Iraq: Security Council


25 November – Following a closed-door meeting on the latest developments concerning the return of United Nations weapons inspectors to Iraq, the President of the Security Council today said members were satisfied with progress achieved so far.


Speaking to the press after the Council was briefed by Hans Blix, the Executive Chairman of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC), China’s Ambassador, Wang Yingfan, said, “The general view is that the work of Dr. Blix and his team in Iraq during the brief visit – so far so good.”

Ambassador Wang added that Council members had “stressed that we need cooperation from Iraqi authorities for the implementation of UN resolutions, especially the latest one adopted by the Security Council.”


“We expect full cooperation, full compliance,” he emphasized.

* * *

Iraq: oil-for-food


25 November – The Security Council this evening unanimously adopted a resolution extending until 4 December the United Nations oil-for-food programme, which began operations in 1996 and remains a temporary measure to provide for the civilian needs of the Iraqi people until Baghdad meets its international obligations.

Under the scheme, Iraq is allowed to use 72 per cent of its oil revenues to purchase humanitarian relief. Of the remainder, 25 per cent goes to the Compensation Fund for war reparation payments, while 2.2 per cent covers UN costs for administering the programme and 0.8 per cent is allocated to the weapons inspection operations. 

To date, some $25 billion worth humanitarian supplies and equipment have been delivered to Iraq under the programme, including $1.5 billion worth of oil industry spare parts and equipment. An additional $10 billion worth of supplies are currently in the production and delivery pipeline.

* * *

UNRWA


25 November – The United Nations has refuted Israeli claims that a slain aid worker managing a UN project in the West Bank was killed amid gunfire. 

“Our preliminary findings into the circumstances surrounding the death of Iain Hook in Jenin do not concur with the statement made by the Israeli military that firing had been coming out of the UNRWA compound in Jenin,” the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) said in a statement on Sunday.

“It is quite clear to UNRWA at this stage that such a report of live fire from the compound is totally incredible,” the Agency said.


Mr. Hook, a British national who had been managing the Jenin camp rehabilitation project, was trapped for several hours in the UNRWA office compound after the IDF’s entry into the area sparked a prolonged armed clash. The Agency said the Israeli Defence Force initially refused immediate access for an ambulance that had been summoned by UNRWA, and he died of a gunshot wound before reaching the hospital. 

Meanwhile, the UN Staff Union today voiced its outrage over the attack, releasing a statement in New York protesting the increased violence directed against humanitarian personnel working for UNRWA, and demanding an immediate and full investigation of Mr. Hook’s death. 

According to the statement, three UNRWA staff members have died in the last eight months. ”In addition, as reported by the Secretary-General, on many occasions over the last year, UN staff has been increasingly delayed, harassed, detained, beaten and attacked,” the Union recalled, calling on him to “demand justice.”

“These incidents once again serve as a tragic reminder of the innumerable risks undertaken daily by United Nations staff across the globe,” the Union said, extending its sympathy to the families and colleagues of the victims.

* * * 

Cyprus

25 November – Acting on the recommendation of Secretary-General Kofi Annan, the Security Council today extended the mandate of United Nations Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus (UNFICYP) until 15 June 2003.

In a unanimously adopted resolution, the Council also urged the Turkish Cypriot side and Turkish forces to rescind the restrictions imposed on 30 June 2000 on UNFICYP’s operations and to restore the military status quo ante of Strovilia, a small hamlet inhabited by Greek Cypriots. 

Among its various duties, UNFICYP monitors the ceasefire lines in Cyprus, which extend some 180 kilometres across the island. The buffer zone varies in width from under 20 metres to some 7 kilometres and covers 3 per cent of the terrain. Surveillance is maintained through a system of observation posts, as well as through air, vehicle and foot patrols. 

UNFICYP was established in 1964 and has been renewed on a periodic basis since then. As of the end of September, the Force had 1,245 total uniformed personnel supported by 43 international civilian personnel and 104 local civilian staff.

* * *

Women


25 November – Marking the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women, senior United Nations officials today called on governments to translate promises into action in order to stem the scourge.


In his message on the occasion, Secretary-General Kofi Annan noted progress in addressing gender-based abuse, including the establishment of the International Criminal Court, which has jurisdiction over crimes of sexual violence when committed as part of a widespread or systematic attack directed at any civilian population.

“Clearly, the world is achieving greater awareness and understanding of gender-based violence, and more effective measures are being developed to confront it, but much more remains to be done to create and sustain an environment where women can go about their lives free from this scourge,” he said, calling for rededicated efforts to reach that goal.

The UN Special Rapporteur on violence against women, Radhika Coomaraswamy, appealed to all governments to uphold their obligations. “While an impressive set of international legal instruments aimed at the protection and promotion of women’s rights had been put in place over the years, there often remains a gap between the enactment of a law and its full implementation, resulting in high levels of impunity,” she pointed out.

UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Sergio Vieira de Mello said women’s unequal status was the root cause of the problem. “If we are to overcome the scourge of gender-based violence, we must also address these warped attitudes and the resultant discrimination that perpetuate them by preventing women from participating in society on an equal basis with men.” 

The President of the General Assembly, Jan Kavan, urged States to pursue strategies to sensitize the male population – particularly law enforcements officials, the military, local police and security officials – to accord special protection to women. “I strongly appeal to every State and every individual to show their appreciation to women and respect for their human rights and fundamental freedoms through zero-tolerance to any act of violence against them and by providing adequate assistance and help those who are suffering,” he said.

Speaking to the press in New York, Noeleen Heyzer, the Executive Director of the UN Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM), described the agency’s efforts to break the cycle of violence, especially through a special Trust Fund which has supported “very effective strategies that have made a difference.”

To date, the Trust Fund has provided grants totalling $7 million to projects in more than 73 countries. But needs still far outpace resources; this year UNIFEM received more than $15 million in project requests, but the Fund currently has only $1 million to give annually.

* * *

Women

23 November – United Nations missions in East Timor and Sierra Leone have announced plans to commemorate the International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women – marked on 25 November – with extended campaigns to raise awareness about the issue. 

The UN Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) will sponsor a 16-day drive against gender violence starting on Monday. Explaining the significance of that period, Patrice Vahard of UNAMSIL told reporters in Freetown that the dates link the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women and International Human Rights Day, commemorated on 10 December. 

Among other activities being planned for Sierra Leone, “Radio UNAMSIL will be hosting two call-in radio programmes, one on rural and disabled women to give them the possibility of echoing their concern about gender-based violence [and] the other on uprooted women,” Mr. Vahard explained. 

“Gender violence is not only women’s business, it is a development issue,” he said. “It’s an issue that should concern everybody.” 

Meanwhile, the UN mission in Timor-Leste (UNMISET) today also announced plans to mark a 16-day campaign against gender violence. Supported by the UN Population Fund (UNFPA), the drive will kick off with a ceremony featuring key officials as well as representative of churches and non-governmental organizations (NGOs), including women’s groups. 

Other events planned for the capital, Dili, include debates and film screenings on the anti-violence theme, according to UNMISET, which has produced and distributed posters and brochures for the campaign.

* * *
Multilateralism

25 November – Since no country has the capacity to deal with global ills on its own, multilateral action – with the United Nations providing a “unique legitimacy” – is essential in order to successfully confront the world’s problems, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today in Paris.

“It is too easy to proclaim the virtues of multilateralism in principle, only to go your own way whenever a decision has to be taken that directly affects your citizens’ security, or the interests of a well-organized domestic lobby,” the Secretary-General said at a roundtable discussion held at the Centre d’Etudes et de Recherches Internationales de Sciences Politiques.

Mr. Annan noted that there are some areas, such as international peace and security, where universal laws do need to be directly enforced by global action, but for multilateralism to work, it must be applied consistently, he added.

Earlier Monday, the Secretary-General met with President Jacques Chirac of France and Foreign Minister Dominique de Villepin. In addition to discussing the return this week of UN weapons inspectors to Iraq, they spoke for over an hour on the situation in the Middle East, and African issues ranging from the Democratic Republic of the Congo to Burundi and Côte d’Ivoire, according to a UN spokesman.

The Secretary-General also briefed the President on the situation in Colombia as well as his recent talks with the Presidents of Nigeria and Cameroon concerning their dispute over the Bakassi peninsula.

During a luncheon which followed, their talks continued touching on Cyprus, Afghanistan, the Central African Republic, next year’s Franco-African Summit, the Global Compact and Georgia, the spokesman said.

Asked afterwards by reporters about a letter sent over the weekend by Iraqi Foreign Minister Naji Sabri, the Secretary-General said the correspondence raised a number of legal objections, which would be up to the Security Council to decide. [The letter was distributed to Council members this morning in New York.]

Mr. Annan also stressed that the Iraqi Government must fully cooperate with UN weapons inspectors. “This is the only way to avoid a military conflict in the region,” he said. 

The Secretary-General then went on to meet French Defence Minister Michèle Alliot-Marie, who talked about France’s contribution to UN peacekeeping operations, as well as about Iraq, Afghanistan and the Secretary-General’s visit last week to the Balkans.

* * *

Ballistic missiles

25 November – The United Nations Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, today welcomed a new global code of conduct against the spread of ballistic missiles, calling it a “positive step” towards international peace and security.

In a statement issued by a UN spokesman in New York, the Secretary-General noted that the “accumulation, technical refinement, proliferation, use or threat of use of ballistic and other types of missiles has long been a source of concern to the international community.”

The International Code of Conduct against Ballistic Missile Proliferation, as a voluntary, non-legally binding instrument, “is a positive step towards preventing the proliferation of ballistic missiles and towards international peace and security,” the statement said.

At the same time, the Secretary-General stressed the need to continue international efforts to deal with the issue of missiles in its totality. “There is no universally accepted norm or instrument specifically governing the development, testing, production, acquisition, transfer, deployment or use of missiles,” the statement noted, anticipating additional measures that will address this and related concerns.

* * *

Afghanistan

24 November – Following an ambush against two relief workers in Afghanistan, the senior United Nations envoy to the country, Lakhdar Brahimi, today urged the authorities to find and punish those responsible.

“We were shocked to learn of an attack on two members of the international aid community in Afghanistan,” a spokesman for Mr. Brahimi told reporters in Kabul, calling on the Government “to vigorously pursue this investigation in order to identify the perpetrators and bring them to swift justice.”

The aid workers were “brutalized and physically assaulted at gunpoint” on Friday some 20 kilometres northwest of Kabul, spokesman Manoel de Almeida e Silva reported. Both received medical care on Friday afternoon and were back at work yesterday.

According to the UN, four armed men driving a private vehicle forced the aid workers to stop their car and drove it to a secondary road before stealing money, equipment and documents. The attackers dispersed after another vehicle entered the scene.

Although the case is under investigation by the Afghan Police, the spokesman voiced particular concern that aid workers, “who are here at the invitation of the Afghan authorities, have been victims of such acts of violence.”

Despite the instability still prevailing in Afghanistan, its national and regional authorities “bear the responsibility for the safety and security of Afghan citizens and their guests – in this case, international aid workers,” the spokesman noted.


* * *

DR of Congo

25 November – The parties to the conflict in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), who have been holding informal consultations with a United Nations and South African mediation team since October, have agreed to form a transitional government based on inclusivity, nation-building, accountability and respect for the territorial integrity of the DRC.

The parties agreed to pay particular attention to security issues, especially in regard to the safety of political leaders who are expected to move to Kinshasa, and to bring the different armed forces under one joint command, according to a communiqué released on Saturday following the conclusion of the talks in South Africa. The parties will also continue discussions on the modalities to be adopted to reach the goal of inclusivity.

Under the plan, a military and security committee will be set to propose measures to ensure the security of political leaders, guarantee that the different armed forces are brought under one joint control prior to the inauguration of the transition government and propose guidelines to make certain that the security services are impartial and accountable to the transitional government.

A political committee will also be formed to make recommendations on how to distribute ministries among the parties and make diplomatic missions inclusive. The plans also call for a technical committee to conduct a needs analysis and propose guidelines to ensure that State corporations are accountable to the government, and a drafting committee to write the transitional Constitution and other needed legal documents.

According to the communiqué, each committee will be composed of two representatives per component and one per entity and will begin work from 28 November to 6 December in Pretoria. All the negotiators are expected to reconvene in Pretoria on 9 December to finalize their work by 14 December.

* * *

Burundi

25 November – Full implementation of the peace accord for Burundi will only be possible if a ceasefire agreement includes all the warring parties and political movements, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan says in a new report released today.

“The armed groups that have so far stood aloof should negotiate and conclude speedily a ceasefire agreement and join the peace process,” the Secretary-General says in his report to the Security Council.

At the same time, he notes that the accord that was signed between the Transitional Government of Burundi and the National Council for the Defence of Democracy-Forces for the Defence of Democracy and the Party for the Liberation of the Hutu People-National Liberation Forces was an important development.

The Secretary-General says that he has asked his Special Representative, Berhanu Dinka, to continue to support efforts in helping the Government and all armed groups to reach a comprehensive accord to stop the fighting, warning that any agreement that did not include all armed parties and political movements would be dangerous and “must be avoided.”

The parties must also address security sector reform in the context of the ceasefire negotiations, Mr. Annan adds. “Without reaching a common understanding on the broad parameters of such reform, serious obstacles would be encountered in the implementation of the peace agreement,” he cautions.

Once such an agreement is reached, the Secretary-General says that he intends to provide the Council with an analysis of the situation and recommendations on the future course of action, including planning for a possible expanded involvement of the United Nations in Burundi.

The Secretary-General recalls that the Arusha Agreement calls on the international community to contribute to the consolidation of peace in Burundi by assisting the country in its humanitarian, development and reconstruction efforts.

He stresses that the donor community should provide more assistance to Burundi, following on commitments made at various pledging conferences. As for funding humanitarian and development activities, the Secretary-General underscores the importance of the UN’s appeal for helping Burundi in 2003, urging donors to contribute generously to the success of that effort.

* * *
Cambodia


25 November – A combination of drought and floods in Cambodia has left some 670,000 people there in need of food aid until the end of the year, the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) said today, warning that global climate change could generate persistent food shortages in the years ahead.

WFP Country Director Rebecca Hansen said the new food shortages must serve as a “wake-up call” about the erratic weather patterns that have sabotaged the Cambodian rice crop in affected areas for three years running.

“We need to work intensively on ways to make people less vulnerable to these climatic anomalies,” she said, noting that nearly 10 per cent of all areas have seen either too little or too much precipitation.

Instead of simply distributing food rations to the people in these areas, WFP is providing over 1,700 tons of food for disaster mitigation projects – food-for-work schemes to rehabilitate reservoirs, community ponds, dikes and dams for irrigation. “Water management is crucial to Cambodia’s future, and through food aid we can give thousands of people in rural areas more command over their water supply,” Ms. Hansen explained.

Next year, WFP’s plans for Cambodia will include support for community rice banks and rainwater reservoirs. “It is vital to build these defenses against food shortages in the future,” Ms. Hansen said. “To ignore the threat of climate change is to gamble with people’s lives.”

* * * 

Madagascar

25 November – Floods, drought and political turmoil have left nearly 400,000 people in Madagascar in desperate need of food aid costing some $8.4 million, the United Nations UN World Food Programme (WFP) said today.

In launching the appeal, WFP said the funds would buy 18,400 tons of supplies to help feed 394,250 people over the next six months.

WFP said it has already been helping to feed many of those affected by this year’s natural and man-made crises with stocks borrowed from other programmes. However, the UN agency said it is clear that its distributions need to be expanded over the coming months to reach all those in need.

“Madagascar has been hit by a combination of natural disasters, political and economic upheavals that have left tens of thousands of people in need of food aid,” said Bodo Henze, WFP Country Director in Madagascar. “We need donors to provide cash urgently so we can mitigate widespread hunger and suffering.”

As part of the expanded operations, WFP is planning on providing supplementary food aid to 22,500 malnourished children under five, as well as to 4,500 pregnant women in the capital, Antananarivo, and five other main urban centres. A further 20,000 households in these same six urban areas will benefit from food-for-work projects.

In addition to this latest emergency operation, WFP already provides aid to 450,000 beneficiaries in Madagascar through community nutrition, school feeding and disaster mitigation and preparedness programmes. In June the UN agency also supplied corn-soya blend to the province of Fianarntosoa to help communities devastated by an influenza epidemic, which killed over 1,000 people.
* * * 

Al-Qaida


25 November – Three new entities have been added to the United Nations list of those subject to sanctions against Al-Qaida and Taliban operatives.
The updated list now includes the Benevolence International Foundation, which has offices in the United States, Azerbaijan, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Canada, the Russian Federation, China, Croatia, Georgia, the Netherlands, Pakistan, Tajikistan and the United Kingdom. The organization is also active in Afghanistan, Bangladesh, the Gaza Strip and Yemen.

The Canada-based Benevolence International Fund and Bosanska Idealna Futura, which has five offices in Bosnia and Herzegovina, were also added to the list.

The list is updated regularly by a Security Council committee on the basis of information provided by Member States and regional organizations as required under Security Council resolutions 1267 (1999), 1333 (2000) and 1390 (2002). The first of those resolutions was adopted in response to the indictment of Usama bin Laden for the 1998 terrorist bombings of US embassies in Nairobi and Dar-es-Salaam, while the subsequent texts tightened the measures.

The UN sanctions require States to freeze financial resources, including funds derived or generated by any undertaking owned or controlled by the Taliban, and to ensure that they are not used by the group. Countries are also obliged to freeze funds and other financial assets of Usama bin Laden and his associates in the Al-Qaida organization, and to prevent their entry or transit through the State’s territory. In addition, nations must prevent the supply, sale and transfer of all arms and materiel – along with any form of military training – to the named individuals and entities.

* * *

New malaria treatment

25 November – The United Nations World Health Organization (WHO) announced the signing today of an agreement which is expected to pave the way for the development of a new combination anti-malaria drug.

Malaria kills more than 1 million people every year, mostly African children, according to WHO, which says new medicines to treat the disease are badly needed because of the emergence of increasingly drug-resistant parasites.

Under the accord signed today, the new combination drug – called pyronaridine-artesunate – will be jointly developed by the Tropical Diseases Research Programme, the Medicines for Malaria Venture and Shin Poong Pharmaceuticals. Assuming clinical studies begin as planned in the second quarter of next year, the medicine – if shown to be safe and effective – could be registered by early 2006.

WHO said the dose of the new drug would be a single tablet taken once a day. As this represents an easier regime than existing combinations, the agency predicts that more people would fully comply with the course of treatment – a factor considered critical not only for attaining higher cure rates but also for delaying the development of drug resistance.

* *** *
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