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European Report 
October 23, 2004

Headline: Environment: French And British Ministers Put Climate And Biodiversity At Top Of Agenda

HIGHLIGHT:
Climate change, energy, biodiversity, sustainable development and good governance were the issues of the day for the French and British Environment Ministers at their bilateral working meeting in London on October 20. "Climate change is a crucial problem that needs to be addressed by the international community as a matter of urgency", declared Britain's Environment Secretary Margaret Beckett and French Minister for Ecology and Sustainable Development Serge Lepeltier. Climate change will continue to be high on the agenda of the Group of Eight major industrialised countries (G-8), currently chaired by the United Kingdom, and is a major priority for the European Union.

BODY:
Now that Russia has said it will ratify the Kyoto Protocol, the COP 10 Conference of Parties to the Climate Change Convention to be held in Buenos Aires from December 6 to 17, "is expected to take place under favourable conditions and should let us turn to the challenges of the future, particularly beyond 2012, the end of the first commitment period. France and the United Kingdom are convinced of the need to continue giving the European Union a leading role in implementing the Kyoto Protocol", declared the two Ministers. 

Sustainable development and biodiversity.

They also referred to the objectives of the European sustainable development strategy, which will enable the European Union to abide by its international commitments particularly by influencing production and consumption practices. The Ministers stressed the importance of working together both bilaterally and in the international arena to promote energy efficiency, renewable energy and better access to energy, including by means of the Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Partnership (REEEP). These efforts have to go hand-in-hand with those of Britain's G-8 Presidency, which has made sustainable development in Africa a priority.

Biodiversity is also a priority for the French and British Ministers, who agreed that the current rate of biodiversity loss is incompatible with sustainable development. They highlighted the connection between biodiversity and poverty, especially in the developing countries. Franco-British co-operation is aimed at making the public and decision-makers more aware of the problem of biodiversity loss, in particular through the International Conference on Biodiversity to be held in Paris in January 2005. Finally, on international environmental governance, the two Ministers agreed on the need to reinforce the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), particularly through adequate, guaranteed and fair financing, which could perhaps result in its being converted to a specialised UN agency.
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Xinhua 

October 25, 2004 Monday 
HEADLINE: Hazwaste Convention goals need invigorating: UNEP chief, XINHUA

BODY:
URL: http://www.xinhua.org

GENEVA, Oct. 25 (Xinhua) -- The goals of a major UN convention on dealing with hazardous waste need invigorating if it is to achieve its full potential, delegates to a conference meeting here to discuss the issue were told by a top UN official Monday.

National efforts to achieve the aims of the Basel Convention on the Transboundary Movement of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal must be increased, United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) Executive Director Klaus Topfer warned the delegates.

"The Basel Convention needs to mobilize more resources and further engage industry and other partners if it is to achieve its full potential for protecting human health and the environment," he told the conference. "Minimizing and safely managing hazardous and other wastes contributes to the UN Millennium Development Goals of reducing poverty and improving access to safe drinking water and sanitation. 

"Investments in effective systems for separating hazardous from non-hazardous wastes at the local level should be an important priority, said Topfer.

After three days of discussion, the conference will conclude on Friday with a high-level segment where ministers and heads of delegation will set strategy for the way forward.

This is the seventh conference of the parties to the Basel Convention, signed in 1989 in Basel, Switzerland. The convention took effect in 1992 and currently boasts 162 member governments.

The basis for delegates' discussions will include a strategy paper entitled "Mobilizing Resources for a Cleaner Future: Implementing the Basel Convention". The paper explores options for securing more sustainable sources of funding to meet the practical challenges posed by wastes at the local and regional levels.

Strongly linked to this resource-mobilization effort will be development of a work program for the Basel Convention Partnership Program.

Another important theme for the high-level segment will be the life-cycle approach to chemicals management. A number of legal and technical issues are also on the meeting agenda. Another important agenda item is the adoption of guidelines for managing and disposing of wastes contaminated with persistent organic pollutants.
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Vanguard (Lagos)

Tinubu's Case for Urban Africa

OPINION

October 24, 2004

Segun Ayobolu

IS there a contradiction between the widely acknowledged shrinking of our vast world into a global village and the steep rise in the number of mega cities that comprise that 'village'? It is ironical that the same astounding advance in communications and information technology that has, figuratively speaking, reduced the globe to a minuscule village, has also facilitated the surge in the massive urban agglomerations that make up our shrunken world.

By drastically compressing space and time, technology has virtually eliminated the physical distance between far flung parts of our globe. Yet, by increasing the rate of global urbanization, scientific progress has also simultaneously widened the psychological distance among the alienated individuals who inhabit the vast, soul-less, border-less entities called mega cities.

Given the dramatic acceleration in the pace of global urbanization, it was not surprising that the issue of urban sustainability was a major focus of the recent Second World Urban Forum held in Barcelona, Spain. With an increasingly significant proportion of the world's population living in urban areas, it is now obvious that elevating the quality of urban life will be a major factor in the war against global poverty.

Bakary Kante of the United Nations Environment Programme graphically captured the significance of the urbanization process in the modern world. His words "The move from a mainly rural society to an urbanized world has impacted on all levels of our lives. In 1950, less than one third of the world's citizens were living in cities, but by 2025, this will be two-thirds. Of the three persons born each second in the world, two are born in cities. In 1975, only five cities world-wide had 10 million or more inhabitants, but this number is set to increase to 23 by 2015".

An interesting feature of the ongoing process of global urbanization, however, is that it is occurring more rapidly in the developing countries of the Third World. Again, Kante offers interesting statistics that clearly demonstrate this fact. For instance, 2 billion of the world urban population of 3 billion are living in developing country cities. By 2015, 25 of the world's biggest 30 cities will be found in developing countries while 425 of an estimated 564 cities around the world with 1 million or more residents will be in developing countries.

This explains why participants at the forum listened with keen interest to Lagos State Governor, Bola Ahmed Tinubu, both during the presentation of his keynote address and also his active contributions at the various dialogue sessions. He was no doubt best placed to state the case of developing country cities as the governor of the most populous city-state in Africa, which will also by 2015 be the third largest mega city in the world after Tokyo and Bombay.

The governor seized the opportunity of his key-note address to make a passionate case for greater global attention to tackling the problem of urban poverty in Africa. Painting a dismal picture of the level of poverty on the continent, Tinubu noted that the rate of urbanization in Africa far outpaces that of service delivery and creation of wealth.

The consequence, he stressed, is that 70% of the 500 million inhabitants of urban Africa are bound in an unholy wedlock with poverty. They are the wretched of the earth trapped in the veritable concentration campus of urban slums that mock human dignity.

Tinubu's second point of contention was that in a world that has become a global village, pervasive poverty in one part has negative consequences for all. Noting that the HIV/AIDS pandemic and other infectious diseases, drug-trafficking, organized crime, terrorism and other evils that threaten humanity thrive best in poverty stricken conditions, the governor stressed that overcoming urban poverty in Africa is a necessary condition for a safer and healthier world.

The advocacy for debt relief and more development aid for Africa is, therefore, not just a philanthropic luxury to make the rich feel good. It is critical to the very survival of humanity. Urging global development agencies to "move from pledges to practices, from shared commitments to concrete programmes and from intents to actions", he advocated the establishment of a UN Urban Development Bond as concrete expression of the sincerity of the world in helping Africa out of poverty.

Perhaps the most critical point made by Tinubu at the Barcelona Forum is that increasing the quantity of resources available to fight urban poverty in Africa is a necessary but not a sufficient condition to achieve the objective.

He stressed that it is time for international development agencies and financial institutions to exert as much pressure for decentralization of governance as they have for democratization in Africa. Citing excessive centralization of powers, resources and responsibilities as a major obstacle to Africa's development, the governor said that development assistance cannot have the desired impact in the continent for as long as the governments that receive such aid are far removed from the grassroots.

Poverty alleviation

Tinubu gave Lagos State as a good example of the impact which governments can make in eradicating poverty when they are close to the people. Said he: "In pursuit of our poverty alleviation policy, we have introduced 16 pro-poor healthcare programmes; initiated the first independent power plant in Nigeria; instituted judicial reforms and in partnership with the World Bank, embarked on urban transportation, urban upgrading, youth empowerment and public sector reforms. In acknowledgement of our efforts towards urban sustainability, Lagos State won three Nigeria National Best Practice Award in the areas of environmental sanitation, community development and healthcare delivery at the World Habitat Day celebrations in 2002".

One thing that was clear from deliberations at the conference is that the preoccupation and priorities of mega cities in the developed world are widely divergent from those in developing countries. While the process of urbanization in the former was the hand-maiden of economic progress, in the latter, it is the harbinger of misery and poverty. The themes that interested participants from developed country mega-cities included the merits and demerits of 'environmental budgeting', local participation in the national budgetary process or the role of NGO's in urban governance.

There was a heated debate, for instance, on whether or not there has been undue emphasis on environmental sustainability at the expense of political, social and economic sustainability. Representatives of environmental action groups from developed mega-cities reacted angrily to the suggestion by Professor Han Vershure of Catholic University of Leuven, Belgium, who said: "There can be no environmental sustainability by itself, there is only environmental, economic and social sustainability together. Too many environmental action groups treat the environment as an isolated issue without taking sufficient account of the social, economic and political dimension".

Interestingly, this debate was only of fleeting interest to participants from Nigeria, Sudan, Liberia, Tanzania and other developing country mega cities. In his intervention, Tinubu pointed out that we in Africa do not have the luxury of isolating environmental from other issues of urban development.

Relevant Links

West Africa

Urban Issues and Habitation

Sustainable Development

Nigeria

The reality of urban poverty is so gripping that it has to be grappled with in a wholistic manner. Tinubu said: "When we talk about the environment in Lagos, for instance, we are not concerned just with the greenery such as tree planting or maintaining parks. It also involves problems of street traders, blocked canals and drainages, refuse disposal, blighted areas and even sheer population pressure. The challenge for us is to devise creative strategies to involve the community in converting the liability of the environment into a manageable opportunity for people in a participatory manner".
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Daily Times

VIEW: The GMO debate —Syed Mohammad Ali

Biotechnology has already led to significant public health problems like Mad Cow Disease, a bovine health problem which also caused human fatalities in parts of Europe. Avian Influenza, a poultry health problem, also took its toll of human lives in Southeast Asia. The beef hormone issue with possible carcinogenic sequels has also been noticed as a public health problem by the World Health Organisation

The Green Revolution’s attempt to increase agricultural productivity by use of machinery and chemicals did manage to raise productivity but at an unacceptable environmental cost, which amongst other side effects, led to massive land degradation. The pressing need for food security and environmental sustainability has now prompted the development and use of genetically modified organism (GMO) in many developed and developing countries around the world.

Use of genetically modified organisms in agriculture cannot only increase yields, but potentially also reduce the need for more farmland, irrigation and pesticides. Conversely, the critics blame biotechnology for displacing traditional agriculture and farming practices, eroding agricultural bio-diversity and threatening livelihood of the custodians of genetic resources — the poor farmers — by making them dependents on food imported through trans-national corporations.

Innovators, be they in farming communities or in corporate and state laboratory settings, have all sought to manipulate the genetic diversity to increase productivity. In the agricultural sector, while traditional farmers have been constrained in capitalising on their indigenous knowledge due to lack of access to capital and technology, multinationals have invested heavily to exploit the genetic diversity to design hybrid seeds which, for example, are pest resistant and give better yield. Moreover, the multinationals have secured patents on their innovation and are trying to use these to increase profits and control production as well as retail markets. The control of global seed markets in general, and that of GM seed in particular, has thus come to rest with a handful of global giants.

High-yielding seed varieties have already begun to displace less profitable seeds. Sales of GM seed alone fetched more than $4bn in 2002, as estimated by the International Service for Acquisition. The area planted with genetically modified crops was estimated at almost 60 million hectares — 4 percent of the world’s arable land. Half of the world’s soybean crop being grown today is genetically engineered. Four crops — maize, soya, canola and cotton — account for almost all of the area under GM crops. The production of GM wheat, too, is increasing steadily.

Multinationals first began using biotechnology for agricultural purposes during the Green Revolution, as farmers turned away from reliance on traditional seeds to using hybrid varieties for cultivation purposes. It was to provide incentives to multinationals to develop ‘new and improved’ varieties that a regime of intellectual property rights was instituted through multilateral agreements. With the formulation of the World Trade Organisation, it is even easier for corporations to prevent access to their patented genetic resources and demand royalties in return for their use. The WTO agreement on Trade Related aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) has set comprehensive rules and standards for Intellectual Property Rights. Since 1996 these are being adopted by all WTO member countries. TRIPS agreements oblige member states to provide patent protection for all inventions.

The TRIPS Agreement is often criticised for being a protectionist device promoting corporate monopolies of seeds, genes and medicine. Its critics are concerned that trans-national seed companies, through genetic modification technology, have acquired patents and could eventually control everything from genes, seeds, plants, and agricultural harvests to foodstuff. Farmers lack the capability to innovate and patent genetic materials and are therefore unable to catalogue the natural resources they possess. On the other hand, biotechnology companies are putting increasingly more resources and expertise to patent the genetic materials. Developing countries are trying to convince the WTO to concede provisions of ‘farmers’ privilege’ in TRIPS, so that a farmer can save, sell and use the seed harvested by him. The biotechnology firms have now perfected a transgenic process, aptly referred to as the ‘terminator technology’, which makes seed from transgenic plants sterile.

UN conventions, including those on biological diversity, recognise the sovereign rights of states over their biological and genetic resources. UN agencies urge for the protection and promotion of the rights of communities, farmers and indigenous peoples, including their customary use of biological resources and knowledge systems. At the same time, even the United Nations Environment Programme concedes that biotechnology has an immense potential for improving human welfare. This does not mean that we can turn a blind eye to the potential risks that biotechnology poses to biodiversity and to human health.

Biotechnology has already led to significant public health problems like Mad Cow Disease, a bovine health problem which caused human fatalities in parts of Europe. Avian Influenza, a poultry health problem, also took its toll of human lives in Southeast Asia. The beef hormone issue with possible carcinogenic sequels has also been noticed as a public health problem by the World Health Organisation. It would not be paranoia to think that more public health problems could be in store for us in the future.

In view of the rapid pace of biotechnology, the food safety issue has been incorporated in the WTO framework. Still the developing countries need to do much more to ensure bio-safety. Their governments must also have the policy space to decide whether or not a GM crop, food or animal should be introduced in their sovereign territory. After all, the EU exercised this right when consumer activism in EU compelled governments to place a moratorium on GMOs, and GM food was recalled from markets.

Contrasting the potential benefits of biotechnology with the valid criticism concerning its use, one can say that at the very least the institutional mechanisms for safeguarding public health concerns and particular interests of developing nations need to be bolstered. Most vital is the need to ensure that the multinationals cannot trample upon the rights of the poor farmers or further jeopardise the already precarious food security situation of poor countries.

The writer is a researcher with diverse experience in the development sector. He can be reached at syedmohdali555@yahoo.com

Joongang Daily

The future of the DMZ rests on clearing mines

October 25, 2004 ㅡ On a hot afternoon in early summer almost 10 years ago, Han Young-soo, then a 19-year-old North Korean guard, crossed the Demilitarized Zone between North and South Korea on foot. Three hours was all it took for Mr. Han to reach a small town called Hwacheon in Gangwon province in the South. He boasts that it would have taken him only about an hour if he had not stopped at the Military Demarcation Line in the middle of the zone.

At the border ― one foot in the North and the other in the South ― he thought one last time about his decision, and then moved on to have his next supper in the South. Today, he works for the Seoul Metropolitan Subway Corp.

But his journey of no return was not easy. Along the way he had to cross two strings of barbed wire with a 20,000-volt current running through them. Crawling under the wires, Mr. Han also had to be careful not to set off land mines everywhere he went. He made his trip in broad daylight so he could watch for the mines.

One promise of a unified Korea is the reconstruction of a North-South road network that will link the lower half of the Korean Peninsula to Russia and to Europe beyond. It would be a long trip, but Koreans might someday be able to drive from Busan to London. Historians and engineers foresee the reopening of main roads that will link Seoul with Pyeongyang. Moreover, old rail links are soon to be revived between Seoul and Sinuiju in North Korea, along with a road between Yangyang in the South and Wonsan in the North on the East Coast side.

One big hassle to be dealt with for inland traffic, however, is the Demilitarized Zone, a no man's land lying between the two Koreas. The chief question is what to do about the mines.

The Demilitarized Zone, or DMZ, has the highest density of land mines in the world: 2.3 for every square meter, according to Cho Jai-kook, a coordinator of the Korea Campaign to Ban Land mines. How to clean up the DMZ ― the 155-mile-long, two-mile-wide no-man's land ― will be a major predicament.

Under the truce agreement that ended the hostilities, if not the actual war, the DMZ must be free of any arms, though the words are not matched by the reality. Every year, 10 people on average, civilians and soldiers, die in land mine mishaps, with the DMZ as the epicenter. What makes it worse is the lack of a land mine map, which under international law is required of any power that chooses to lay mines. The maps are the guides by which the mines are supposed to be removed.

"It's a universal principle for an army to remove the land mines when they withdraw, but it did not happen during the Korean War," Mr. Cho says.

The way Mr. Cho sees it, however, all entry to the DMZ must be banned after unification until the mines issue is revolved. That will take years.

One reason is that most of the mines in DMZ are "dump mines," which are difficult to find even with metal detectors.

Another reason the DMZ will persist as a no-go area is budgetary. According to Mr. Cho, it will take about 60 years and at least $11.7 billion to clear the zone of the mines.

In Germany, Mr. Cho said, "the government tracked down people who planted mines in order to remove them. It took a long time but was still thorough."

Once the mines are cleared, the strip may hold great promise as a nature preserve. Former President Kim Dae-jung has said the DMZ should be a home to "nature, free of any human touch."

But Hahm Gwang-bok, who has been researching the DMZ for 30 years, does not agree.

"Everyone thinks the DMZ is some kind of Garden of Eden where nature is preserved perfectly," he said, "but now the ecosystem is actually endangered and we need a Noah's Ark to preserve the endangered species of the DMZ."

The DMZ is no longer a natural setting, according to Mr. Hahm. "Something's not right with the ecosystem," he said.

Alien plant species, such as ambrosia artemisiifolia, have invaded the area. Elk have grown used to humans and have become tame; soldiers have been feeding eagles. "It's twisted by an outside force ― the Cold War," Mr. Hahm said. "It needs some serious treatment to take the right care of the area, which would easily take decades."

But he also recognizes the significance of the DMZ, saying "There's no argument that DMZ has a very particular ecosystem that provokes broad academic interest." Son Gi-woong, a researcher at Korea Institute for National Unification, echoes the sentiment, saying, "The DMZ can give both Koreas a great opportunity as a unique place in the world in every sense, if it's well preserved, that is."

Mr. Son, as the expert in DMZ issues over years, suggests that the DMZ can be a home to international organizations like the United Nations. "Having the United Nations Environment Program based in the DMZ is one way," Mr. Son says, "and the DMZ in the long run must be made the most of by being the bridge of the North and South Korea. Only then can the Korean Peninsula claim its position as the starting point to link the Silk Road all the way to Europe."

Others have also come up with ways to use the DMZ after reunification. Architect Lee Chung-kee is one of them.

In a recent exhibition on architectural and artistic ways to use the DMZ, Mr. Lee suggested a "linear city plan." Along the roads and railways that are to be built across the DMZ to connect North and South, Mr. Lee sees the possibility of building a city, making the most of the area's environment. Mr. Lee is not quite sure when his plan will be realized, but says, "There's no argument that the DMZ is the single most precious piece of land left in this country, with all kinds or possibilities."

by Chun Su-jin sujiney@joongang.co.kr
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Inter Press Service (Johannesburg)

Environment: A Footprint About a Fifth Too Large

October 21, 2004

An average European draws about four times as much of the earth's resources as the average Asian, a new report says. The 'ecological footprint' of a North American is eight times the size of the average African's.

These are some of the telling comparisons to emerge from the WWF 'Living Planet Report 2004' launched in Brussels Thursday. The report examines the ecological effect of modern consumption patterns on natural resources.

"How many fish can we catch before we start endangering the reproductive potential of fisheries?" asked Tony Long from WWF while presenting the report. "How many parts per million of carbon can enter the atmosphere before we start experiencing the damaging effects of climate change? What is the sustainable extraction of freshwater beyond which rivers fail to reach the ocean, or inland waters dry up completely?"

Humanity had already overstepped the limit of the earth's capacity by the end of the eighties, the report says. "We are spending nature's capital much faster than it can regenerate," says WWF director-general Claude Martin.

The fifth edition of the biannual 'Living Planet Report' reveals that while the human population keeps growing, the population of 'other' species is plummeting.

A 'living planet index' estimates that the number of vertebrate animals has fallen 40 percent in the past three decades. Freshwater populations were cut to half between 1970 and 2000, while marine and terrestrial populations dwindled 30 percent. The index looks at the estimated populations of about a thousand species.

The depletion is caused by an increasing demand for energy and natural resources, the report says. WWF estimates that humans currently consume 20 percent more natural resources than the earth can produce.

"Particularly alarming is our energy footprint -- dominated by our use of fossil oils such as coal, gas and oil," the conservation group says. The 'footprint' is a rough estimate of what an average person produces and consumes, converted into hectares. It measures how much land and water area a human population requires to produce the resources it consumes and to absorb its wastes, given prevailing technology.

This is said to have increased 700 percent since 1961. "The 2004 report shows that the average footprint is 2.2 hectares per person while there is only 1.8 hectares of land to provide natural resources for each of the people on the planet."

The report says a North American needs 9.2 hectares on average to satisfy his hunger for energy, commodities and other natural resources, and a Western European 5.1 hectares. In Asia and Africa the average impact on the environment stands at 1.3 and 1.2 hectares.

WWF sets the ceiling for sustainability at 1.8 hectares per person, a number worked out by relating the earth's productive land and sea space to the global population. According to the report therefore only Asia and Africa follow sustainable consumption. Central and Eastern Europe (3.8 hectares per person) Latin America and the Caribbean (3.1 hectares) and the Middle East (2.1 hectares) all have too big a footprint.

The numbers worked out by the Global Footprint Network are recognised by the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP). The network was founded by Canadian scientist Mathis Wackernagel, who invented the footprint concept in 1996.

"It's a very accurate method," Erik Paredis from the Centre for Sustainable Development (CSD) at the University of Ghent in Belgium told IPS. "But one can disagree about levels of sustainability."

Conservation is not an exact science, he said. "There is an ongoing debate about what the earth can sustain and what it cannot," said Paredis. "Some would push up the limits of sustainability, for example because they have more faith in technologies for waste processing. But it is safe to say that we have crossed the limits."

WWF is calling on decision makers to use the ecological footprint as a policy tool. But Paredis says "it is too much of a rough concept to use in that way. The footprint takes group parameters of a diverse kind -- energy, water consumption, fishery, agriculture, and so on -- and converts it into surface area."

Relevant Links

Environment

Sustainable Development

Europe and Africa

That adds up to an image that clearly shows the extent of the problem and of the implications involved, he said. "But if we are talking about testing solutions, it is better to distinguish more between factors. The concept of 'environmental space' is more useful as a policy tool. For example, it expresses water in litres and commodities in metric tonnes."

Tony Long says the new European Commission should take into account the alarming results of the report. "The EU wants the world to believe that it is the champion of sustainable development. Working with mirrors to make yourself look greener is okay for a while, but the effect doesn't last long."
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Scoop News

Russian Ratification of Kyoto a big step for NZ

Tuesday, 26 October 2004, 1:29 pm

Press Release: Environmental Defence Society

    Announcement of Russian Ratification of Kyoto Protocol a big step for NZ

    The Chairman of the Environmental Defence Society, Gary Taylor, has welcomed the announcement today that the Russian Duma has decided to ratify the Kyoto Protocol.

    “The announcement means that once the upper house confirms the action, the instrument of ratification will be deposited with the United Nations and 90 days later the Kyoto Protocol will come into force. The Protocol sets binding emission targets for developed nations and Russian ratification triggers the thresholds by which it comes into force.

    “This is big news for New Zealand because we have already ratified the Protocol. It means that we will be able to trade emission units on the new Kyoto market. That market will be huge. Because New Zealand is a net seller in the first commitment period from 2008-12, the Russian decision is worth somewhere in excess of $1 billion to our economy. New Zealand is a seller because we have more forest sinks, which absorb carbon, than we have excess emissions.

    “EDS and others have organised an international conference on business opportunities arising out of climate change which takes place in Auckland in 2 weeks time. This will now be the first opportunity to fully explore the implications of the Kyoto Protocol coming into force in the almost certain knowledge that it will.

    “Climate Change and Business: the Australia-New Zealand Conference and Trade Expo 04 will set out exactly what the decision means and how business should respond to the new carbon-constrained world. More detail on the conference programme is at www.climateandbusiness.com (see attached programme).

    “New Zealand companies will be able to access what are called the Kyoto flexibility mechanisms which enable them to achieve emission reductions in other countries and get Kyoto credits for it. Australian companies will not have that access because they are not ratifiers – but they can enter into joint venture arrangements with New Zealand companies if they wish.

    “The Russian announcement means that New Zealand should now consider full emissions trading in conjunction with the proposed new carbon tax from 2007. It seems likely that a fully mature emissions trading market will be running by then and companies would have flexibility to find least-cost means of achieving reductions

    “I spent 18 months seconded into the office of the Minister of Energy assisting with the process of getting New Zealand through to ratification. So the Russian decision is very welcome news indeed. In my opinion it creates a whole new set of business opportunities for New Zealand companies and is an important first step in tackling the biggest environmental problem of our age - global warming,” Mr Taylor concluded.

Reuters

Kyoto Too Little to Fix Warming - UN Climate Chief

NORWAY: October 26, 2004

OSLO - Although saved last week with Russian help, the Kyoto pact on global warming offers too little to arrest climate change and governments should adopt more radical solutions, the top U.N. climate expert said.

"My feeling is that we will probably need to do more than most people are talking about" to combat climate change, Rajendra Pachauri, chairman of the United Nations' Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), told Reuters.

He welcomed ratification of the Kyoto pact on Friday by Russia's lower house of parliament, paving the way for the long-delayed 1997 accord to enter into force in the 126 nations that approved it even though the world's greatest polluter, the United States, pulled out in 2001.

"This mustn't lull us into thinking that the problem is solved," Pachauri said. "Kyoto is not enough. We now have to look at the problem afresh."

Kyoto is a first step toward curbing emissions of gases like carbon dioxide, mainly from burning fossil fuels, that scientists blame for trapping heat in the atmosphere like the panes of glass in a greenhouse.

Rising concentrations could melt icecaps, swamp low-lying coastal regions and trigger catastrophic changes to the planet's climate with more volatile weather from typhoons to droughts.

Pachauri urged the world to shift strategy from Kyoto's reduction targets for greenhouse gases to long-term global targets on how much of the gases the atmosphere should contain.

Carbon dioxide levels have risen about 30 percent since the start of the 18th century to almost 380 parts per million.

"We need a degree of agreement on where to stabilize concentrations," he said. "We have to try to come up with an understanding of where we are heading in the next 30-40 years."

Pachauri leads work to produce a 2007 U.N. climate report based on research by more than 2,000 scientists, updating a 2001 assessment that concluded there was "new and stronger evidence" that human activities were to blame for rising temperatures.

"My hope is that this (2007 report) will be able to fill gaps, reduce uncertainties and produce a much stronger message," said Pachauri, who is based in New Delhi.

Under Kyoto, developed nations have agreed to cut emissions of carbon dioxide by at least five percent below 1990 levels by 2008-12 by restraining use of coal, oil and natural gas and shifting to renewable energies like wind and solar energy.

Story by Alister Doyle, Environment Correspondent

REUTERS NEWS SERVICE

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Britain facing crisis from climate change - report

UK: October 26, 2004

LONDON - Britain faces a multi-billion pound flood catastrophe from climate warming unless people have a radical lifestyle change, an energy watchdog said yesterday.

The Energy Saving Trust (EST) said Britain could face damage to two million homes and 200 billion pounds ($365 billion) of assets from flooding due to rising sea levels as early as 2050.

"Without a drastic reduction in the UK's energy consumption, emissions of carbon dioxide - one of the leading contributors to climate change - could have disastrous results for the UK," EST chief executive Philip Sellwood said.

"Every time a light is switched on or a video is left on standby, carbon dioxide is emitted from a power station into our atmosphere, causing damage to the environment," he added.

The trust, set up by the government to promote responsible energy usage following the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro, said Britain emitted 536 million tonnes of carbon dioxide (CO2) each year of which one-third was due to energy usage in homes.

It said the average home was responsible for six tonnes of CO2 emissions a year - of which one-third could be saved by a switch to energy efficient lifestyles.

This in turn could carve 10 percent off the national total - equivalent to emissions from 30 coal-fired power stations.

"It is imperative that we become more aware of the energy we use in our homes and reduce our carbon dioxide emissions," Sellwood said.

"This can be as simple as turning thermostats down by one degree, replacing ordinary light bulbs with low energy ones or even walking to the shops instead of taking the car," he added.

KYOTO TREATY

The report said climate change could alter the entire face of Britain, with warmer winters spelling the end of several species of plants and trees which need a winter cold snap, and summer droughts burning green pastures to brown.

It came just days after the Russian parliament finally ratified the Kyoto climate change treaty aimed at cutting CO2 emissions by 5.2 percent below 1990 levels by 2012. The treaty - first agreed in 1997 but held in limbo by the refusal in 2001 of key polluter the United States to sign up - will now come into effect.

Critics say the treaty is too little, too late. But the British government's chief scientist David King said recently that as it was the only game in town it had to be made to work.

Britain leads the way in cutting CO2 emissions and creating energy efficient technology, experts say. But scientists and environmentalists have warned for years that a radical change in lifestyles was also necessary.

The south of England is most at risk from rising water levels as the polar ice caps melt and extreme weather events like storms increase.

An indication of the rising threat is the number of times the Thames Barrier has had to be used to prevent London from flooding in the 20 years since it was built.

Barrier manager Andy Batchelor told Reuters it had been used 88 times since it was commissioned - with more than 60 of those instances in the past decade, and anticipation that it might be needed as much as once a day by 2100.

Story by Jeremy Lovell

_________________________________________________________________________________________
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General Environment News

Plan to Promote Maathai to Minister

The East African Standard (Nairobi): President Kibaki is considering elevating Nobel Peace laureate Prof Wangari Maathai to a full minister, informed sources have told The Standard. The sources said the President might make Maathai a Minister Without Portfolio to free her to pursue her international commitments as winner of the prestigious prize. The elevation of Maathai, now an assistant minister for Environment, would be widely seen as President Kibaki's celebration and recognition of her award. But to give her a Cabinet position which would give her local responsibilities would tie her down to her desk and hamper the intensive international travel that comes with a Nobel. "Promoting Maathai to say, Environment Minister, may not be very prudent as her Nobel status means she will be traveling a lot globally.”For a person who loves her job, that would mean long spells of absence that could affect her ministerial performance," sources said. The government further hopes to cash in on Maathai's status by relying on her as a goodwill ambassador to market the country's image globally. "The contemplated position will basically make her a sort of Ambassador-at-Large. The thinking is that being arguably the most well-known Kenyan, there is a great deal of good she can do for her country's image," our source said. Since becoming the first African woman to win the prestigious recognition early this month, it has long been expected that the President will, at the very least, elevate her to a full minister. But talk of the elevation of Maathai has also given rise to renewed speculation about a Cabinet reshuffle, which President Kibaki would use to weed out rebellious ministers from the Government. http://allafrica.com/stories/200410251083.html
Africa still lags in water, sanitation provision
Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - More than a decade after the UN Conference on Sustainable Development in Rio de Jeneiro, Brazil, an estimated 1.5 billion people worldwide remain without safe drinking water, while about 2.5 billion have no access to adequate sanitation. Similarly, almost 1 billion people, most of them in developing countries, live in slums, a figure expected to double over the next 30 years. While the global picture is to say the least discouraging, that of the African countries is much more depressing, with the provision of water sanitation and human settlements, remaining the slowest in the world. For example, though the 2000 WSSD Johannesburg summit set a target of reducing by half the proportion of people without access to safe drinking water and sanitation by 2015, more than 300 million Africans still lack access to safe drinking water. Fourteen African countries suffer from water scarcity, while out of the 55 countries in the world with domestic water use of below 50 liters per person per day, as per the WHO minimum requirement, 35 are in Africa. According to the UN Development Programme (UNDP), the proportion of urban dwellers with access to safe drinking water in sub- Saharan Africa has only declined slightly, from 86 percent in 1990 to 83 percent to date. And water bodies in Africa are shrinking at an alarming rate, with Lake Chad, for example, falling to a frightening 3,000 square kilometers, as compared to the 25,000 square kilometers recorded in the 1960s. Currently, about 50 percent of urban water is wasted, as is 75 percent of irrigation water. Gourisankar Ghosh, the executive director of the Water Supply and Sanitation Collaborative Council, an international NGO, says "The problem is that... solutions are being implemented from a top-down government approach, without involving the people, and when this fails, people claim that money is the problem," he asserted. "If Africa is to attain its sustainable development goals, it needs solutions that bring in all sectors. If there is one lesson learnt about development, it is that partnership among the public and private sector and civil society is essential," Ibrahim Gambari, the UN special adviser on Africa, says. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng060879&dte=25/10/2004
World Bank props Lake Victoria environment management project
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia (PANA) - Tanzania is to receive an International Development Association (IDA) credit of 3.5 million US dollars as supplemental funding for the ongoing environmental management project on Lake Victoria. The World Bank Board of Executive Directors approved the credit at the weekend noting that the additional funding was necessary because of unforeseen cost overruns associated with project execution, which were beyond Tanzania's control. In July 1996, the World Bank approved the original credit for the Lake Victoria Environmental Management Project (LVEMP) a regional undertaking involving also Kenya and Uganda. With this new credit, the Bank said in a statement made available here that the three East African Community partner States would be able to complete important project activities in a coordinated manner over the next 14 months. "The project aims, over the longer term, to maximize the sustainable benefits to riparian communities from using resources within the basin to generate food, employment and income, supply safe water, and sustain a disease-free environment," said Ernst Lutz, the World Bank Task Team Leader for the project. "It will help conserve biodiversity and genetic resources for the benefit of the riparian countries in particular and the global community in general," Lutz added. During the current phase, the project is providing necessary information to improve the management of the lake ecosystem, establishing mechanisms for cooperative management by the three countries, and identifying and demonstrating practical, self- sustaining remedies, while building capacity for ecosystem management. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng060751&dte=24/10/2004
NGO Coalition Warns On Climate Change

Agencia de Informacao de Mocambique (Maputo) : A coalition of non-governmental organizations, including Oxfam, Greenpeace, Christian Aid, Friends of the Earth, WWF, and the New Economics foundation, have warned that the effects of climate change are blocking the fight against poverty. The Working Group on Climate Change and Development published in London its report, "Up in Smoke", which warns that global warming threatens to reverse human progress, and make the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) - international targets such as halving global poverty by 2015 - unattainable. The report states that "poverty causes insecurity and vulnerability and reduces people's ability to cope and to adapt. Today, humanity faces the intertwined challenges of obscene levels of poverty and a rapidly warming global climate. There is no either/or approach possible; the world must meet both its commitments to achieve the MDGs and tackle climate change. The two are inextricably linked". The report points out that recent weather patterns have seen havoc wrought across the Caribbean by hurricanes Jeanne and Ivan, and the worst flooding in recent years in Bangladesh. It states that we live in a world in which global warming is already happening, and where such severe weather events are likely to be more frequent, and extreme. According to the report, food production, water supplies, public health, and people's livelihoods are all being damaged and undermined by climate change. The coalition calculates that to stop climate change running out of control, cuts in emissions of greenhouse gases by industrialized countries need to be far above those agreed in the Kyoto Protocol - the report argues that there need to be cuts of between 60 and 80 percent. The coalition calls for new resources, not only to stop global warming, but also to adapt to the climate change that is already happening. http://allafrica.com/stories/200410250051.html
More Obsolete Pesticides Identified

Agencia de Informacao de Mocambique (Maputo) : The Mozambican authorities, through the Environment and Agriculture Ministries, have so far identified a total of 320 tones of obsolete pesticides, during a programme to draw up an inventory of these toxic products across the country, reports Friday's issue of the daily paper "Noticias". These findings were made public during a seminar that took place in Maputo on Friday to present the report of the first stage of the project that started in August 2003.  The national coordinator of the Inventory and Prevention of Accumulation of Obsolete Pesticides Project, told reporters that the survey also identified 841 tones of still usable pesticides, plus another 243 tones that need testing, and 30 tones of unidentified veterinary products. The project hopes to complete, by December, the second stage of its work that includes collecting, storing and exporting those products for destruction. He said that this second stage will call for more than the 850,000 US dollars granted by the Japanese government for the inventory. He estimated the cost at about three million US dollars. http://allafrica.com/stories/200410250164.html
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UN or UNEP in the news



VIEW: The GMO debate — Syed Mohammad Ali
Daily Times, Pakistan, 26 October 2004 - Biotechnology has already led to significant public health problems like Mad Cow Disease, a bovine health problem which also caused human fatalities in parts of Europe. Avian Influenza, a poultry health problem, also took its toll of human lives in Southeast Asia. The beef hormone issue with possible carcinogenic sequels has also been noticed as a public health problem by the World Health Organisation.
The Green Revolution’s attempt to increase agricultural productivity by use of machinery and chemicals did manage to raise productivity but at an unacceptable environmental cost, which amongst other side effects, led to massive land degradation. The pressing need for food security and environmental sustainability has now prompted the development and use of genetically modified organism (GMO) in many developed and developing countries around the world.
…UN conventions, including those on biological diversity, recognise the sovereign rights of states over their biological and genetic resources. UN agencies urge for the protection and promotion of the rights of communities, farmers and indigenous peoples, including their customary use of biological resources and knowledge systems. At the same time, even the United Nations Environment Programme concedes that biotechnology has an immense potential for improving human welfare. This does not mean that we can turn a blind eye to the potential risks that biotechnology poses to biodiversity and to human health.
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=story_26-10-2004_pg3_5 

General Environment News

Brazil to help Pak in afforestation, pollution control
PakTribune.com, Pakistan, ISLAMABAD, October 26 (Online): Brazil and Pakistan would explore the possibilities of working together in the fields of Environment, forestry and cleaner emission technologies. 
This was stated in a meeting between the Federal Ministry for Environment Maj (Retd) Tahir Iqbal and the Ambassador of Brazil, Fausto M. Godoy on Monday. 
http://www.paktribune.com/news/index.php?id=81591 

Groups call for Japan, U.S. to protect dugong
Japan Today, Japan, 23 October 2004 - TOKYO — Seven environmental groups in Japan have renewed calls for the Japanese and U.S. governments to take action to protect three wildlife species in Okinawa including the dugong, a rare sea mammal threatened by the planned construction of a military-civilian airport, group members said Friday.
The seven groups, including World Wide Fund for Nature Japan and the Nature Conservation Society of Japan, made the call in the form of a recommendation submitted to the World Conservation Congress of the World Conservation Union, commonly known as IUCN, which will be held in mid-November in Bangkok.
http://www.japantoday.com/e/?content=news&cat=1&id=316450 

****************************

UNEP China Office’s input to ROAP media update – 26 October 2004
General Environment News
Law reviewed to tighten control over foreign garbage 
Xinhuanet 2004-10-25
Top legislature is deliberating the draft amendment to the Law on Solid Waste Pollution Prevention to avoid China becoming the "world's largest dumping ground" by tightening control over the mounting trafficking of foreign garbage. The draft amendment, intended to improve China's management of solid waste, was submitted for the "first deliberation" to the 12th meeting of the Standing Committee of the 10th National People's Congress (NPC) held from Oct. 22 to 27. ..."The draft amendment is expected to play a crucial role in lessening imported waste's threat to the country's environment and people's health," said Zhang Lijun, whose department is in charge of the implementation of the law. 
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-10/25/content_2137973.htm
1st environment culture week of Beijing universities opens 
Xinhuanet 2004-10-24
The first environment culture week of Beijing-based universities opened here Sunday, with the aim of raising awareness of environmental protection among university students and the public at large. Over the course of the week, more than 30 universities will hold activities such as debates and photography contests featuring environmental education, sponsors said. "The Chinese, especially young people, have started paying more attention to environmental protection, indicating that the government's sustainable development strategy has been gradually accepted by the public," said Pan Yue, Vice Minister of the State Environmental Protection Administration (SEPA), at the opening ceremony. SEPA will cooperate more closely with non-governmental organizations in universities and elsewhere and allow the public to get environmental information and engage in relevant policy-making, he said. 
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-10/24/content_2133733.htm
_________________________________________________________________________________________

ROLAC  MEDIA UPDATE 26 October 2004
www.tierramerica.net
	''Yes to nuclear energy''

	



By Marcela Valente*
Argentina's Secretary of Environment and Development, Atilio Savino, spoke with Tierramérica about his performance in office, which has come under fire from environmental groups.
BUENOS AIRES - Argentina's top environmental official, Secretary Atilio Savino, does not have the support of the country's non-governmental organizations (NGOs) specializing in environmental issues. 

Most of the groups condemn Savino's previous work as manager of CEAMSE, a company with government funds in charge of handling solid waste from the Argentine capital and the province of Buenos Aires. According to the activists, the CEAMSE sanitary landfills contaminate water supplies, the soil and the air, and contribute to the spread of disease. 

The environmentalists also criticize his performance as Secretary of Environment and Development, saying Savino is focused more on economic reactivation than environmental defense. 

Savino, an economist with graduate studies in political science, sat down for a dialogue with Tierramérica. 

-- Many people think that worrying about the environment is a luxury in a country with high rates of poverty and unemployment, as is the case of Argentina. What do you think? 
-- There are priority problems as you mention, but the health of the population is also a priority problem, and to take care of health means environmental issues are also important. 

-- What do you see as your main achievements as Secretary of Environment and Development? 
-- One is the recovery of the government's environmental institutions through the Federal Environmental Council (with provincial representation). Another -- unprecedented in this country -- is the national environmental agenda drawn up through regional consensus, which is to be made public in the coming days. 

-- What about the continued clearing of native forests reported in many provinces? 
-- We are working with the Ministry of Federal Planning on an ambitious program for strategic territorial regulation. Each province should decide how its land is to be used. 

-- In other words, the political will exists to halt the unregulated logging? 
-- Of course, and some provinces have already presented proposals to protect the intangible wealth of certain areas. 

-- What do you think of the dismantling of protections for native forest in the northeastern province of Salta to auction off the land to farming interests? 
-- We expressed our ideas and concerns to the provincial government, but in a federal system, the province owns its natural resources and makes the final decisions. 

-- Are such issues discussed in the Federal Environmental Council? 
-- Yes, and the talks are ongoing. A very positive result is the finalization of a draft bill for protecting native forests through economic incentives, which will soon be presented in Congress. 

-- What is your opinion of open-face mining, which is hotly resisted by local residents and environmental groups? 
-- Mining is not under the mandate of the Environmental Secretariat. In any case, we contribute ideas on some matters to the Mining Secretariat and other agencies, because anything that could have an impact on the environment or health is our concern. 

-- To mitigate Argentina's energy crisis, do you say yes or no to nuclear energy? 
-- I say yes, with appropriate regulation of the industry and of the waste it produces. In France, 80 percent of electricity is generated by nuclear reactors, and Argentina has had strong nuclear development, so we are prepared to enhance our energy matrix. 

-- Many environmental NGOs criticize you, including your work at CEAMSE. Have you changed your position on treating solid waste since you became secretary of environment? 
-- I was the company's manager and I know that one must closely study which instruments are used in the integrated management of solid waste. Sanitary landfills are a tool that must have adequate oversight, but there are others that are more important: limiting production of waste, waste treatment to limit the amount going to landfill, and ensuring that the waste that does go is the safest possible. 

In general, the Secretariat of Environment is very open to criticism and to contributions that help resolve problems, which are many. Our policy is to bring in all who have ideas to propose. And those who only want to criticize, we'll receive them as well, to determine whether we need to correct our ideas or actions.

 www.tortugamarina.org
  Conservation International joins list of NGOs calling for President of

      Costa Rica to control landings of foreign shark finning vessels

October 22, 2004 ? San Jose, Costa Rica

A letter from Conservation International's CEO, Peter Seligmann and Executive Director of Marine Programs Division, Sylvia Earle, calls on the President of Costa Rica to stop allowing foreign shark finning vessels to land at private docks until those docks are authorized by law, and to mandate all sharks to be landed with fins attached.

(link to letter: www.tortugamarina.org/downloads/CI.pdf)

With this move, Conservation International joins a list of global organizations, including the Shark Specialist Group of the IUCN, WildAid, the Shark Trust, The Shark Research Institute, International Fund for Animal Welfare, and the World Society for the Protection of Animals, that have made the same call to President Pacheco.

Costa Rica is a country that has held a reputation for supporting nature conservation; however, there has been serious controversy surrounding Costa Rica's management of sharks, due to the fact that its government has for years facilitated landing shark fins by international flag vessels, in particular Taiwanese, by knowingly allowing those vessels to land at docks that are not authorized by law. Furthermore, Costa Rica's main shark finning regulation ignores the best available science, and thus is considered unreliable.

All the while, Costa Rica has claimed that it does not permit shark finning. This discrepancy between what the government claims and the policies it implements has conservation groups around the world questioning the Costa Rican government's true commitment to conservation.

The letter from Conservation International urges unauthorized docks to be closed until they are in compliance with the law, and calls on the President to mandate all sharks to be landed with fins attached, as Costa Rica's current policy "seriously threatens the survival of shark species."

"What Conservation International is pointing out is that the Costa Rican government is not living up to its conservationist image," says Randall Arauz. "For some reason, entities within the government want these shark fin landings by foreign fleets, notoriously Taiwanese vessels, to continue unchecked. That policy cannot continue if Costa Rica wants to support marine conservation. The government needs to decide whether it supports shark finning or supports marine conservation, but it can't do both at the same time."

Shark finning not only wipes out sharks, but the millions of hooks used to capture sharks for their fins incidentally catch other species such as dolphins, rays and the critically endangered leatherback sea turtle, making this operation one of the most harmful to the world's oceans.

PRETOMA is a Costa Rican non-profit, non-governmental, marine conservation  organization that works to promote responsible fisheries and protect sea  turtles, sharks and marine biodiversity. Contact info@tortugamarina.org,

                          www.tortugamarina.org.

www.tierramerica.net
	Chemical Industry Fights Regulation in Europe

	



By Julio Godoy*
The industrial lobby is putting the brakes on European Parliament debate of a bill for regulating and ultimately eliminating certain toxic chemicals. The U.S. government also opposes the initiative.
PARIS - More than seven years of debate within the European Union has not been enough to produce rules for the gradual elimination of the chemical products that cause most harm to the environment and human health. 

Discussion began in 1997, and in 2001 the European Commission -- the EU executive body -- presented a report on ''Registration, Evaluation and Authorization of Chemicals'' (REACH), to identify and eliminate the most harmful synthetic chemicals. This was followed by a draft legislative bill for the bloc in 2003. 

The bill was expected to pass the European Parliament this year and be approved by the bloc's council of ministers of environment and industry, but pressure from the private sector and from governments, including the United States, put the process on hold. 

Now, the rotating presidency of the EU, in the hands of the Netherlands until Dec. 31, says a new consensus text likely will be put forth in mid-2005, and come up for a vote by the Europarliament at the end of next year. 

The World Wildlife Fund (or Worldwide Fund for Nature, WWF) studied blood samples from 33 people of three different generations (nine-year-olds, their parents and grandparents), in England, Wales and Scotland, and found contamination involving 80 different chemical products. 

The report, ''Contaminated: The Next Generation'', was published Oct. 8, and stated that the scientists found an average of 75 toxins in the blood samples of the children, a similar number in their parents' blood, and an average of 56 in their grandparents' blood. 

Another blood sample study conducted in late 2003, also by WWF, involved 39 deputies from the Europarliament, and found 76 toxic industrial chemicals known to accumulate in human and animal tissue, and associated with hereditary metabolic deformities. 

Among the substances is the insecticide DDT (dichloro diphenyl trichloroethane), a known carcinogen. Production and use of DDT has been banned in Europe since 1970. 

WWF campaign director Anthony Field told Tierramérica that existing European legislation permits the use of chemicals patented before 1980 without new tests to determine if they are toxic. But ''all those patented after that year must undergo numerous tests, which makes the development of new products very costly and impedes innovation,'' he said. 

REACH would speed up substitution of the older products, which are also the most harmful, Field added. 

However, the president of the Europarliament's environmental committee, Karl Heinz Florenz, said in comments to journalists that the REACH debate seeks to balance environmental and health concerns with those of the chemical industry. He called on the European authorities to ''listen to the United States.'' 

In April 2003, U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell said in a cable sent to the U.S. embassies in Europe -- a copy of which was obtained by Tierramérica -- that his government was concerned that REACH would be ''a costly, burdensome and complex regulatory system, which could prove difficult, if not unworkable, in its implementation.'' 

''U.S. exports (to Europe) in most industrial sectors -- totaling tens of billions of dollars -- could be impacted by the new policy,'' said Powell. 

As such, he added, U.S. agencies ''believe it is important to reiterate to the European Commission and EU member states our general concerns, before the Commission finalizes its formal proposal in early May (2003).'' 

According to European sources, the German chemical industry has been at the helm of the lobbying efforts against REACH within the EU, and, they said, its influence has led to an exaggeration of the potential costs of the new regulations, minimizing their likely positive impacts on health, the environment and even innovation in the chemical industry itself. 

The private consultancy Arthur D. Little, which since 2001 has maintained contractual ties with the powerful German Industrial Association, said in a study released this month that REACH would cost 2.7 percent of the EU's gross domestic product. The European Commission estimated costs one thousand times less. 

Germany's Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder, along with British Prime Minister Tony Blair and French President Jacques Chirac, used almost the same words as Powell in a letter sent in September 2003 to the European Commission: ''We consider the envisaged registration procedure to be too bureaucratic and unnecessarily complicated.'' 

The three national leaders asked that REACH not be allowed to ''disadvantage legitimate EU business interests in the global market by imposing requirements which are not pertinent to protecting health and environment.'' 

REACH's original purpose was to create a central European agency to monitor chemicals whose production surpasses one ton annually. The registration phase is to be followed by an evaluation phase, and finally the elimination of the most dangerous substances in a period of three to 11 years, depending on the seriousness of the chemical's impacts and the volume produced. 

The companies affected by the measure would have the opportunity to propose methods for controlling health and environmental risks, or to use evidence to support arguments that the socio-economic value of their products outweighs such risks. 

Meanwhile, thousands of European citizens are left without protections from chemical toxins. 

In the blood samples, the WWF study found harmful chemicals that are used in computers, carpets and rugs, clothing and kitchen items. Some are considered carcinogenic, while others can cause mutations or hormonal changes that affect the body's development or lead to behavioral problems. 

''The massive presence of chemical products in the immediate surroundings of humans is intimately related to the increase of all kinds of cancers,'' oncologist Dominique Belpomme, of the French health monitoring agency, Institut de Veille Sanitaire, told Tierramérica. 

Genevieve Barbier, another French cancer expert, explained that the chemicals identified in the blood samples cause ''profound disturbances in our cellular functions, and contribute to the development of degenerative diseases, such as Alzheimer's and Parkinson's diseases, as well as alterations in fertility and development.'' 
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Iraq elections should be held on time, UN envoy tells national council

25 October - Addressing Iraq's Interim National Council, Secretary-General Kofi Annan's Special

Representative said today the United Nations shares its goal of holding credible elections as planned by the end of January 2005.

"Even though the number of UN staff in Iraq is small, the UN has been able to fulfil its mandate in relation to the elections," Ashraf Jehangir Qazi said.

The technical support and strategic advice of a dedicated UN team of experts have been crucial in enabling the country's Independent Electoral Commission to perform its task of organizing the elections, he said, adding that UN experts working with the Commission have also been meeting with various political entities to explain the electoral process. Mr. Qazi told members of the Council that the mandate of the UN Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI) also includes contributing to the political process. He pointed to a number of meetings he has held with government officials and representatives of political entities to encourage participation in the process, mainly the elections.

"Despite the difficult conditions, the UN is in Iraq because it is committed to serving the Iraqi people," he said. In talks with Interim Prime Minister Iyad Allawi, Mr. Qazi discussed the political process in Iraq, the country's security situation, human rights and efforts to achieve reconciliation, according to a UN spokesman.

SRSG Ashraf Qazi

Over the last few days, Mr. Qazi has held discussions with various government officials and representatives of Iraqi political parties and civil society to explore how the UN can advance the political process and encouraging dialogue among various Iraqi groups, spokesman Fred Eckhard said.

Over 340 tons of high explosives missing from Iraq, UN nuclear watchdog says

25 October - More than 340 tons of high explosives that had been subject to United Nations monitoring were stolen or looted from a government facility in Iraq, the chief of the International Atomic Energy Agency

(IAEA) reported today. In a letter to the Security Council, IAEA Director-General Mohamed ElBaradei says the Iraqi authorities

informed the Agency on 10 October of the explosives lost last year "throughout the theft and looting of the governmental installations due to lack of security."

After confirming the Iraqi communication, the IAEA then notified the United States-led multinational force (MNF) – which has responsibility for security in Iraq - about the matter five days later on 15 October.

The missing explosives include 195 metric tons of HMX that had been under IAEA seal, as well as141 tons of RDX and almost six tons of PETN, both subject to regular monitoring of stock levels, Mr. ElBaradei says.

The IAEA last verified the presence of those stockpiles in January 2003.

Dr. ElBaradei

Annan and UN envoy hail success of weekend elections for

Kosovo Assembly

24 October - Secretary-General Kofi Annan and his senior envoy to Kosovo today hailed elections for the province's assembly, saying the high and peaceful voter turnout Saturday showed the public wanted to

participate despite pressure from some quarters to stay home. "The Secretary-General calls on all of Kosovo's political leaders to respect the result of the election," his

spokesman said in a statement issued in New York after the poll for the 120-member Assembly.

"The turnout and good management of the electoral process, for the first time by Kosovans themselves, demonstrate their understanding of the importance of making their voices heard and taking a direct hand in shaping Kosovo's future." Mr. Annan said he expected a new government would be formed quickly and would cooperate closely with the UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK), which has been in charge of the province since June 1999.

The statement stressed the importance of the incoming government working "for the benefit of all," including Kosovo's ethnic minorities.

While noting the low turnout among Kosovo Serbs, Mr. Annan praised "those who voted and those who stood as candidates for their courage in the face of severe contrary pressure."

The Secretary-General's Special Representative Søren Jessen-Petersen, who spent Saturday touring polling stations across the province, described the election as peaceful, well-organized and a success.

Acknowledging that many Kosovo Serbs who would have liked to vote did not because they were afraid, he pointed out that there were those who did vote, including some in areas where not a single party had campaigned, and this meant that there would be Kosovo Serb representatives in the Assembly.

"This is the important thing: there will be representatives who will be part of the dialogue, and we will now reach out not Kofi Annanonly to all voters in all communities who did vote, but also to those who wanted to vote but were afraid, because they also share a common interest in the future of Kosovo."

Improving ethnic relations in Kosovo must be post-election priority - UN envoy

25 October - On the heels of this weekend's assembly elections in Kosovo, the senior United Nations envoy there called for the swift formation of a new government once the polling results are finalized.

Søren Jessen-Petersen, the Secretary-General's Special Representative, described the election of lawmakers to the 120-member Kosovo Assembly as "a turning point" for the province, which has been under UN

administration since June 1999. "We must listen to the voices of those who voted, and respect their verdict. Kosovo and its people are the

winners, and no one who wants a better future for Kosovo should consider himself or herself a loser," he said in a statement issued in Pristina.

The Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) has announc ed preliminary results from the election, with final results expected to be certified shortly. Calling for the establishment of a new government once the final results are released, Mr. Jessen-Petersen said one of its priorities must be to implement the Standards, a series of eight UN-set benchmarks that include upholding the rule of law and encouraging greater dialogue and better relations with Belgrade.

Voter turnout among the province's Serb population was comparatively low, and the envoy stressed that more harmonious ethnic relations must be a key goal.

"We must now work with the legitimate representatives of all communities, and we must also reach out to those who decided not to vote or who felt intimidated not to cast their ballots," he said.
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UN report on mid-August massacre of refugees in Burundi

unable to pin blame

25 October - A United Nations team probing the mid-August slaying of Congolese Tutsi refugees in Burundi has not been able to identify the perpetrators and is recommending a further investigation of the brutal overnight massacre which left 160 people dead.

Despite extensive research in both Burundi and the eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), the UN investigators are "at this stage unable to conclusively identify who authored, financed, or carried out the killings" of the Banyamulenge at the Gatumba transit centre located just inside Burundi's border.

At the same time, the team "collected sufficient information about this grave crime to recommend a thorough judicial inquiry at both the national level, led by the Government of Burundi, with the full cooperation of the Democratic Republic of the Congo and Rwanda, and the international level, led by the International Crim inal Court."

In a letter accompanying the report, UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan stressed his grave concern about crimes against civilians in both Burundi and DRC. "As the Security Council has noted in several of its resolutions and presidential statements, impunity must be brought to an end and perpetrators of crimes such as the one described in the attached report must be brought to justice," he says.

The joint initial investigation by the UN Organization Mission in the DRC and the UN Operation in Burundi (UNOB) was able to establish only such basic facts as the time and method of attack and the number and fate of the victims, the report says.

Despite claims of responsibility from the Parti pour la liberation du peuple hutu-Forces nationales de liberation (PALIPEHUTU-FNL), it seems unlikely that the Hutu group acted on its own, the team says. According to testimony from survivors, other groups were there, identifiable by language and chant, but those statements could not be independently confirmed.

The Governments of Burundi and Rwanda, as well as the DRC's Vice-President Jean-Pierre Bemba, himself a member of the targeted ethnic group, have levelled charges at an alliance of anti-Tutsi groups in eastern DRC, which might include Mayi-Mayi militia, along with elements from the Armed Forces of the DRC, the ex-Forces armees rwandaises (FAR) and the Interahamwe.

But after investigating these claims, the UN team "was unable to find conclusive evidence implicating any of those actors,"the report says. Sources told the team that refugees in the Gatumba centre were in two groups, supporters of two Banyamulenge leaders:

Col. Jules Mutebutsi, who led the June attack on DRC's Bukavu university town, and Patrick Masunzu, leader of a pro- Kinshasa armed group. "However, the United Nations team was unable to determine the composition of political allegiances, if any, of the camp population at the time of the massacre."

It did not find weapons in the centre and could not verify reports of military recruiting, either.

Sudan: UN envoy urges Darfur peace talks to reach settlement on political issues

25 October - All sides to the conflict engulfing Sudan's Darfur region should take advantage of the

momentum generated by international focus on the region and settle their political differences at peace talks now taking place in Nigeria, the senior United Nations envoy for Sudan said today.

Jan Pronk, the Secretary-General's Special Representative, returns to Khartoum today after a three-day visit to Abuja, where African Union (AU) mediators are holding a fresh round of Darfur negotiations.

In his own meetings with representatives of the Sudanese Government and Darfur's rebel groups, Mr. Pronk sought ways for them to advance the talks, according to a UN spokesman.

The envoy also met with Nigerian President and AU Chairman Olusegun Obasanjo.

He "strongly recommended" that the parties capitalize on the momentum from the attention of the international community on the situation in Sudan and especially Darfur, where more than 1.65 million people have been forced to leave their homes and tens of thousands of people have been killed or have died of hunger or disease, spokesman Fred Eckhard told the press in New York. The latest round of AU-mediated talks began on Friday after a previous round of negotiations stalled on political issues. Mr. Pronk urged Khartoum and the rebels to implement the humanitarian protocol - which they have endorsed but not formally signed - as soon as possible so that the security situation in Darfur can improve and humanitarian relief can be delivered more quickly. Last week the AU's Peace and Security Council agreed to expand the size and mandate of its ceasefire monitoring mission in Sudan. The mission will be increased from the current level of 465 staff to at least 3,100 military and civilian personnel, and the troops will have a mandate to protect civilians and to help facilitate the delivery of humanitarian aid.
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UN envoy welcomes Sharon's remarks to Israeli parliament

25 October - Reacting to Prime Minister Ariel Sharon's address in the Israeli parliament today, a senior

United Nations envoy said he was encouraged by the leader's reiteration of support for a Palestinian State

and his readiness to take "painful steps" to make it happen.

The comments by Terje Roed-Larsen, the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, came in response to Mr. Sharon stating in the Knesset his wish not to rule over millions of Palestinians,

emphasizing that Israel is a democracy and that his plan to withdraw from Gaza is a gateway to another

reality. Mr. Roed-Larsen confirmed his strong belief that the only viable resolution to this conflict is the two-State solution. "The Road Map is the only path towards that goal," he said, referring to an outline peace plan accepted by both sides. "A full and complete withdrawal from the Gaza Strip, accompanied by vacating settlements in the West Bank, must be the first major move to speed up the process leading to the full implementation of the goals of the Road Map."

The UN envoy repeated those sentiments in a speech today marking UN Day, traditionally observed on 24 October. At ceremonies held in Jerusalem, Mr. Roed-Larsen strongly advocated the two-State solution. "Lasting peace will only be possible if ultimately, the occupation that began in 1967 ends and leads to the coexistence of two States, Israel and Palestine, side by side within secure and recognized borders," he said.

"This goal can only be reached over the negotiating table in full cooperation with the international community and the Quartet, and not through acts of violence," he said, referring to the diplomatic grouping which brings together the UN, European Union, Russian Federation and United States.

"The Road Map and the Quartet mechanism are now ore important that ever," he stressed in his commemorative remarks. UN Day marks the founding of the United Nations on 24 October 1945 after the Charter had been ratified by China, France, the Soviet Union, the United Kingdom and the United States - the five permanent members of the Security Council - and by a majority of other signatories.

Terje Roed-Larsen

UN forces and Haitian police clear barricaded quarter

25 October - United Nations peacekeeping forces, together with Haitian National Police, have cleared the streets of Bel Air, a poor area of the Caribbean country's capital, Port-au-Prince, which has been in upheaval over the past three weeks, a UN spokesman told reporters today.

The contingents removed obstacles yesterday which had been blocking traffic, including 130 burned-out vehicles, Fred Eckhard told the press in New York. "It is reported that one Haitian police officer died during the operation and that an undisclosed number of people were arrested by Haitian police," he said.

From now on, the contingents will mount 24-hour surveillance of the water tower, just opposite another significant building, the national shrine of Our Mother of Perpetual Help, which had recently been inaccessible to most Haitians. The Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General, Juan Gabriel Valdés was scheduled to visit the newly opened and secured port area of Port-au-Prince today, Mr. Eckhard said.

Latest figures from UN-Afghan body show Karzai set to win presidential race

25 October - Afghanistan's interim President Hamid Karzai holds an insurmountable lead over his rivals

with almost all of the votes now counted from the country's historic election on 9 October, the United

Nations-Afghan body charged with supervising the poll process announced today.

With more than 97 per cent of ballots counted, the Joint Electoral Management Body (JEMB) said Mr.

Karzai had won 55.5 per cent of the vote so far, or at least 4.3 million of the nearly 8 million valid votes

tallied.

His nearest rival, Yonous Qanooni, has won 16.2 per cent, followed by Haji Mohammad Mohaqiq (11.6 per cent) and Abdul Rashid Dostum (10.2 per cent). None of the other 14 candidates for president have won more than 1.2 per cent each.

Ballot counting in what has been Afghanistan's first free and fair election for president in its history is expected to finish in the next few days. The JEMB is likely to confirm the results after that.

Meanwhile, the panel of independent electoral experts investigating complaints of irregularit ies in the 9 October poll has agreed to release most of the ballot boxes it had initially isolated for further checks, UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) spokesman Manoel de Almeida e Silva told reporters today in Kabul. The panel said it was still quarantining some boxes for further checks.

Tomorrow panel members will meet with representatives of the candidates to discuss their work so far. The panel was expected to present its findings and recommendations to JEMB later today.

JEMB commissioners have also been visiting the regional vote-counting centres across Afghanistan to verify the counting process. Teams have already inspected the centres in Kabul, Jalalabad, Bamiyan, Herat and Mazar-i-Sharif, while visits to Kunduz and Gardez are scheduled for later this week.
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Afghanistan lagging behind in human rights treatment, UN expert finds

25 October - While Afghanistan has made great progress since the fall of the Taliban regime in late

2001, "gross violations of fundamental human rights" continue, from extrajudicial executions to

inhuman detention to the frequent abuse or assault of women and girls, a United Nations expert says in

his latest report to the General Assembly. Prof. Cherif Bassiouni, the Independent Expert on the human rights situation in Afghanistan, says the "key to understanding these violations" is the insecurity caused by the continuing military power of warlords and local commanders and the increasing economic power of those involved in heroin production and trade.

"The absence of security has a direct and significant impact on all human rights," the report states, adding that the number of foreign troops should be increased substantially to deter violence and human rights abuses.

The report follows the Expert's visit in August, when he met with interim President Hamid Karzai, several government ministers and senior members of the judiciary and legal profession.

Professor Bassiouni says he is particularly concerned by the physical sanitary and health conditions at Pol-e Charkhi prison, where 734 Pakistanis and Afghans were illegally detained for 30 months until Mr. Karzai last month acceded to the envoy's request to release them.

Conditions at Pol-e Charkhi must be improved to meet UN minimum standards for the treatment of prisoners, he states, while he also calls on the Government to release all female prisoners detained "for actions that do not constitute crimes under Afghan law."

The report makes 30 recommendations in total, including a call for the release of all individuals who have been held for lengthy periods with charge unless the Government can provide a fair and speedy trial.

Other recommendations include:

The establishment of a national monitoring body to investigate prison conditions.

The passage of a government decree that outlaws the transfer of young girls in marriage as payment of "blood money" and

as a method of settling family debts.

Tougher measures to tackle the widespread practices of child abduction and child trafficking.

Greater government control over the school curriculum, especially in private religious schools, and enhanced education

for women and girls.

More active efforts to reduce opium poppy cultivation and the resulting heroin trade.

New unified security measures for UN to cost $97 million

25 October - New unified security measures proposed by Secretary-General Kofi Annan to protect the

United Nations and its workers against an escalating number of attacks worldwide will cost some $97

million.

In addition to $35 million needed to bolster the safety of field offices around the world, nearly $28 million

will have to be spent to upgrade the premises at the UN complex in New York, pay for more security

officers and training, and install new access control measures, according to a cost report released today on

recommendations put forward earlier this month.

The budgets for similar improvements at the eight main UN offices are an estimated $16 million for Geneva; more than $3

million each for stations in Nairobi, Santiago de Chile and Addis Ababa; and more than $1 million each for facilities in Bangkok, Beirut and Vienna.

One-time expenditures such as physical improvements to buildings are expected to total $29.6 million.

In his earlier report, the Secretary-General called for combining three separate entities currently responsible for staff safety –the Office of the Security Coordinator, the UN Security and Safety Services and the security component of the Department of Peacekeeping Operations – into a new Directorate of Security to be headed by an Under-Secretary-General reporting directly to him.

The new Directorate will assess threats and risk, and provide common security policies and standards throughout the UN system. Day-to-day decision-making on security matters, meanwhile, will remain with local offices. “The United Nations can no longer rely on a small group of overextended security advisers who try valiantly to cope, and on a fragmented security management structure that lacks coherence, consistency and the technical capacity to meet the professional standards now required in this new security climate,” Mr. Annan explained in his first report. “The effort to overhaul the security systems must be a top priority of Member States and of the entire United Nations system,” he said.

Funding shortage forces UN agency to cut rations for refugees in Tanzania

25 October - Severe funding shortages has forced the United Nations emergency feeding agency to cut

rations to some 400,000 Burundian and Congolese refugees living in western Tanzania.

The World Food Programme (WFP) today urgently appealed to donors for $14 million to prevent additional

cuts and continue feeding the refugees housed in 13 camps through the first half of next year.

With inadequate supplies of both cereals and lentils, WFP had to reduce the daily ration of the most important staple, maize, by a quarter to 1.9 kilograms per person per week, down from 2.5 kilograms. Recently WFP was forced to cut the ration of lentils by a similar amount.

WFP has appealed to donors for 39,000 tons of food in order to bridge a gap in food commodities in the first half of 2005. Food arriving from outside Tanzania could take up to six months to reach the refugees, but cash contributions would enable the agency to buy food within the country and in the region that could reach the camps within two to three months. “Donors have to act fast, otherwise food stocks will dry up completely by February,” warned Patrick Buckley, WFP Country Director for Tanzania.

The WFP operation assists more than 400,000 refugees in addition to more than 8,000 Tanzanian school children, street children, orphans, hospital patients and others in the host communities surrounding the refugee camps.

Though many Burundian refugees have returned home over the last two years, the number repatriating has recently slowed because of concerns about the security situation in Burundi. Meanwhile the continuing insecurity in the east of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) has been preventing most Congolese refugees from returning home.

Desert locust swarms decline in Sahel but rise in northwest Africa – UN agency

25 October - The swarms of desert locusts devouring pastures and cropland across West Africa have

finally started to decline in the Sahel zone after pesticide operations were stepped up there over the

past month, the United Nations agency leading the battle has reported.

But the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) warned that the focus of the fight has switched to

the region’s northwest, where many swarms are infesting land across Mauritania, Western Sahara,

Morocco and Algeria.

Few locusts remain in the Sahelian areas – the border zone between the Sahara Desert and the savannah – of Mali and Burkina Faso, FAO stated in an update issued on Friday.

However, hopper bands of young locusts are forming in the Adrar des Iforas region of northern Mali and in neighbouring Niger, and they are expected to start migrating northwards. Already some swarms have moved from the two nations into southern Algeria.

Plagues of locusts have devoured an estimated 3 million to 4 million hectares of land since the start of this year, with some swarms as large as 70 kilometres long.

International donors have been relatively slow to respond, but a sudden injection of funds recently after an FAO appeal allowed the agency to step up its pesticide-spraying operations.

Desert locust eating
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FAO said more funds are required to combat the growing swarms in western Mauritania and the Atlas Mountains of Morocco and Algeria, where pesticide operations have also begun.

The agency said several swarms still persist in northern Senegal and in Cape Verde, the Atlantic Ocean island chain off the African coast.

UN Population Fund signs new accord with nearly 80

developing countries

25 October - Seventy-nine member governments of the African, Caribbean and Pacific Group of States (ACP) today signed an agreement in Belgium with the United Nations Population Fund to work together to tackle problems of reproductive health, including HIV/AIDS.

"UNFPA and the ACP Group share the objective of poverty elimination and recognize that population and reproductive health programmes are crucial to attaining the Millennium Development Goals," said UNFPA Executive Director Thoraya Ahmed Obaid at the signing ceremony in Brussels.

The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), agreed on at a UN summit in September 2000, include the aim to halve extreme poverty by 2015.

The UNFPA-ACP agreement promotes close policy relationships between reproductive health, gender equality, girls' education, women's empowerment and sustainable development. UNFPA will help ACP countries ensure that the goals of the 1994 Cairo International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) are included in programmes to promote sustainable development. "Making motherhood safer for all women is at the heart of UNFPA's mandate," the Fund said.
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Annan pledges measures to improve UN

24 October - Marking United Nations Day, Secretary-General Kofi Annan today pledged to issue new proposals for improving the world body so that it can adapt to emerging global challenges.

“I believe we can build a better United Nations,” the Secretary-General said in his commemorative message. “That's why I will soon be putting before world leaders a package of measures to renew the Organization.”

Mr. Annan said these officials must “respond with vision and good will” in order to reach common ground at a meeting in October, 2005 marking the UN's sixtieth anniversary.

The proposals are being put forward in response to continuing violence, oppression, poverty, hunger, illiteracy and disease across the planet. “All people deserve to live free from fear and want,” the Secretary-General stressed. “They must have hope that tomorrow will be better than today.”

Governments must serve their people, he added, “and we all need an effective United Nations -- one that reflects the world we live in today, and can meet the challenges we will face tomorrow.”

Europeans have shorter workweek than people in US, Japan,Australia - UN

25 October - One fifth of the labour force in Australia, Japan, New Zealand and the United States works at least 50 hours a week, compared with less than one-tenth of workers in most European countries, the

United Nations International Labour Organization (ILO) says in a new report.

"There are groups of workers with 'excessively' long hours who would prefer to work less, and at the same

time, there is a sizeable group of workers whose hours of work are significantly shorter than they would

prefer," says the ILO's Jon Messenger, edited the new publication on workers' workweek preferences.

Finding a good balance between business requirements and workers' needs will require policies promoting health and safety,

helping workers improve the way they meet family responsibilities, encouraging gender equality, increasing productivity

and helping workers' to choose and influence the length of their work week, according to Mr. Messenger's Working Time

and Workers' Preferences in Industrialized Countries: Finding the Balance.

In Japan, 28.1 per cent of the workforce clocked in for more than 50 hours weekly, as did 21.3 of New Zealand's employees.

In the 1990s, workers putting in more than 50 hours per week in the United States and Australia increased to 20 per cent

from 15 per cent, the report says.

By contrast, in the European Union (EU), the ratio of the labour force working more than 50 hours ranged from 1.4 per cent

in the Netherlands to 6.2 per cent in Greece and Ireland.

In the United Kingdom, 15.5 per cent of people worked more than 50 hours a week.

Part-time employees working 20 hours week or less would prefer to work longer hours, the book says.

"Half of all US workers would prefer shorter hours, while 17 per cent would prefer longer hours," ILO says in a summary.

"In the EU, 46 per cent of those working fewer than 20 hours would prefer to work more and 81 per cent of those with at

least 50 hours of work per week would reduce the number of hours worked, if they could."

UN agricultural organization helps East Africa, Syria reduce spilt milk

25 October - The amount of milk lost annually from farm to market through spoilage and waste in four East

African countries and Syria could feed millions of children, according to the United Nations Food and

Agricultural Organization (FAO) which has launched an action plan in response.

In preliminary findings from the first study ever of economic losses in the continent's dairy industry, FAO has

found that the milk lost during production, transportation and marketing in Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania totals about $59.7

million each year, with losses in Ethiopia and Syria likely to bring the amount up to $90 million.

"That's a lot of spilt milk, and it adds up to a significant sum of money," says FAO's Anthony Bennett, who is coordinating a

new three-year project to eliminate losses and improve quality. "If you think about it in terms of what it costs to run a school

milk programme in eastern Africa - well, with this money you could feed 6 million kids for a whole year."

After consulting local agricultural experts, milk producers and marketers in East Africa and the Middle East, FAO drew up a

work plan that would include training agricultural extension workers, farmers, distributors and vendors on milk safety and

preservation technologies and improving their access to technical information on how to retain output.

Selected trainers have themselves been trained in a month-long FAO workshop in Debre Zeit, Ethiopia, which ended Friday.

They are headed home to tailor instruction programmes for their own communities, with the help of FAO experts.
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Daily Press Briefing by the Office of the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

AND THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT
 

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General, and Djibril Diallo, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.

Good afternoon.

**Guests
Before I start, I would like to welcome this year’s participants in the Department of Public Information’s annual training programme for Palestinian journalists.  So, welcome to the briefing.

**Iraq
Earlier today in Baghdad, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Iraq, Ahsraf Qazi, attended a meeting of the Interim National Council.
In an off-the-cuff address to members of the Council, Qazi said the United Nations shares the Interim Council’s keenness for the holding of credible elections on time.
He said the technical support and strategic advice of a dedicated UN team of experts have been crucial in enabling the Independent Iraqi Electoral Commission to perform its task of organizing the elections.  He added that UN experts working with the Commission have also been meeting with various political entities to explain the electoral process.
Qazi told members of the Council that the mandate of the UN mission in Iraq also includes contributing to the political process.  He pointed to a number of meetings he has held with government officials and representatives of political entities to encourage participation in the process, mainly the elections.
Over the weekend, on Sunday, Qazi met with Interim Prime Minister Iyad Allawi.  The two focused their discussion on the political process in Iraq, especially electoral preparations.  Talks also addressed the security situation in Iraq, the human rights situation, as well as political dialogue launched to achieve reconciliation in the country and ensure a successful transitional process.
Over the last few days, Qazi has held discussions with various government officials and representatives of Iraqi political parties and civil society to explore means through which the UN can advance the political process and encourage dialogue among various Iraqi parties.
**Secretary-General Kosovo Elections
In a statement attributable to his Spokesman, and released yesterday, the Secretary-General congratulated the people of Kosovo on the peaceful Assembly elections held there on Saturday.
He said the turnout and good management of the electoral process, for the first time by Kosovars themselves, demonstrate their understanding of the importance of making their voices heard and taking a direct hand in shaping Kosovo's future.
While noting with disappointment the low turnout among the Kosovo Serb community, the Secretary-General congratulated those who voted and those who stood as candidates for their courage in the face of severe contrary pressure. He called on all of Kosovo's political leaders to respect the results of the election.
Meanwhile, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative in Kosovo, Soren Jessen-Petersen, has appealed for the quick formation of a new government once the final results are certified.

He reiterated that the UN Mission in Kosovo looks forward to working with the next government, which will be given new responsibilities on improving the economic situation and creating more jobs.

In the next couple of days, Jessen-Petersen will meet with the newly elected political leaders to hear their views on the way forward.
Copies of both statements are available upstairs.
**Security Council
The Security Council has the Central African Republic and “other matters” on its agenda today.

In closed consultations, General Lamine Cissé, the Representative of the Secretary-General and Head of the UN Peace-building Office in the Central African Republic briefed members.
He updated the Council members on the humanitarian and political situation, notably on the on-going election process, which he says in taking place in rather good conditions.  The Secretary-General has written to the Council asking them to extend the mission’s mandate.
At three o’clock this afternoon, the Council has a meeting with troop-contributing countries to the UN Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara.
**Gatumba Massacre
The Secretary-General has transmitted to the Security Council the report of the UN Operation in Burundi, the UN Organization Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights regarding the massacre at the Gatumba refugee camp on 13 of August of this year.
The investigation concluded that the available evidence points to a Burundian rebel organization, the “Parti pour la libération du peuple hutu -- Forces nationales de liberation”, the only group to claim responsibility, as having probably participated in the massacre, but as being unlikely to have done so on its own.
He says evidence of the presence of other groups, largely produced by the testimony of survivors of the attack, was credible, but could not be independently confirmed.
Nonetheless, the report concludes that the team collected sufficient information about this grave crime to recommend a thorough judicial inquiry at both the national level, led by the Government of Burundi with the full cooperation of the Democratic Republic of the Congo and Rwanda, and the international level, led by the International Criminal Court.

**Sudan
The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for the Sudan, Jan Pronk, has discussed with all parties taking part in the Abuja peace talks on Darfur ways to move forward in the dialogue.
He strongly recommended to them the need to capitalize on the current momentum that has resulted from the international community's focus on the Sudan and particularly on Darfur; and to concentrate during this round of talks on political issues which are a key to sustained settlement of the Darfur conflict.
Pronk also encouraged them to engage in the negotiations in good faith. 
He also urged the parties to consider starting implementation of the agreed Humanitarian Protocol without waiting for its formal signature, in order to improve the security situation and the delivery of humanitarian assistance, particularly to the areas under the rebel’s control.
Pronk also met with the Nigerian President Olusegun Obasanjo, who is the Chairman of the African Union, and discussed with him the current situation in Darfur, recent developments, including the African Union expanded Mission's deployment and the UN/AU cooperation in dealing with the Darfur conflict.
Those talks began on Friday and are continuing in Abuja today.  Pronk is on his way back to Khartoum.
**Haiti
In the early hours of Sunday morning, UN police and military contingents participated in a large-scale operation by the Haitian national police to clear the streets of Bel Air.  This is a poor neighbourhood of Port-au-Prince which has been largely controlled by armed gangs and has been the scene of much violence in the past three weeks.
In the operation, the UN contingents helped to remove more than 130 burned-out vehicles which had been used to barricade the streets, as well as other obstacles which had blocked traffic.  It is reported that one Haitian police officer died during the operation and that an undisclosed number of people were arrested by the Haitian police.
From now on UN peacekeepers will provide 24-hour surveillance of the water tower in Bel Air.  The tower stands opposite another significant building, the the national shrine of Our Mother of Perpetual Help, a place which had recently been inaccessible to most Haitians.
Later on today, the UN Special Representative there, Juan Gabriel Valdes, will be taking a number of international and local journalists to the port area of Port-au-Prince, another strategic point which has been secured in recent days and is now considered operational.
**Afghanistan
More than 97 per cent of the votes have been counted in Afghanistan, and the Joint Electoral Management Body in that country says that interim President Hamid Karzai is in the lead, with 55.5 per cent of the vote.
Trailing behind him are Younus Qanooni, with 16.2 per cent, Haji Mohammed Mohaqiq with 11.6 per cent, and Abdul Rashid Dostum with 10.2 per cent.  Ballot counting is expected to be concluded in the next few days. 
Meanwhile, the impartial panel dealing with electoral complaints over the weekend decided to allow most ballot boxes to be counted, while having some boxes quarantined for further investigation.
We have the preliminary vote results and the recent briefing notes from Kabul upstairs.  Also, we have on the racks the latest human rights report on Afghanistan by independent expert Cherif Bassiouni, which says that, despite progress, deep concerns remain about human rights in the country.
**UN Security
A few weeks ago, the Secretary-General presented a report on strengthening security for the United Nations, which called for the establishment of a Directorate of Security in New York to unify all the security structures in the UN system.

In an addendum out on the racks today, he says the total gross costs of the proposals for strengthened security are estimated at 97.1 million dollars. That includes one-time requirements of 29.6 million dollars.

The 97-million-dollar total breaks down to more than 35 million dollars for improvements at field locations, more than 27 million dollars for measures at New York, 16 million dollars for Geneva, more than three million each for Nairobi, Santiago de Chile and Addis Ababa, and more than a million each for Bangkok and Beirut.
**WFP/Tanzania Food Rations
TheWorld Food Programme has been forced to cut food rations to some 400,000 Burundian and Congolese refugees living in 13 camps in western Tanzania. The move is due to severe funding shortages and inadequate supplies of both cereals and pulses.
The WFP says it had no other choice, that the cuts were unavoidable –- and could have serious implications as the refugees rely almost entirely on the WFP food aid for their survival.
The WFP is urgently appealing to donors for $14 million to prevent additional cuts and continue feeding the refugees through the first half of next year.
And we have more on that upstairs.
**FAO/Desert Locust Update
An update now on the desert locust situation in north-western Africa.

Infestations are declining in the Sahel region due to control operations and to the northward migration of swarms.

Consequently, few locusts remain in the Sahelian zones in Mali and northern Burkina Faso, but an increasing number of swarms are forming in northern Mali and Niger.
If rains don’t fall in the coming weeks, most of the swarms are likely to concentrate along the southern side of the Atlas mountains in Morocco and Algeria.
We have more details on that upstairs.
**UN Day
Yesterday was United Nations Day, the fifty-ninth anniversary of the founding of this organization.  To mark the occasion, the Secretary-General, in a message, says that, although the world is a better place because of the United Nations, we can and must do better.
He says that he’ll soon be putting before world leaders a package of measures to renew the organization.  The Secretary-General asserts, “We are in a new era. We need a new United Nations.  Let’s make it happen.”
I’d like to remind you that, at 7 o’clock this evening in the General Assembly Hall, the UN Day concert will take place, featuring the Kuwaiti National Orchestra and the Kuwait Television Band.  The Secretary-General will speak at the event, and we have embargoed copies of his remarks upstairs.
**Larsen:  UN Day
And earlier today in Jerusalem, the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, Terje Roed-Larsen, presided over the UN Day ceremonies at the Government House.
His speech, which is available upstairs, is a reflection on the development of the UN's presence and work in the Middle East and a strong affirmation in his belief in the two-State solution as the only viable way out of the conflict.
That’s all I have for you.  Yes?
Questions and Answers
Question:  Regarding the 380 tonnes of explosives that have disappeared in Iraq, does the Secretary-General... what practical steps does he envisage to deal with this particular issue?

Spokesman:  I’m not sure he has a particular recommendation.  As you may have heard, the Director General of the International Atomic Energy Agency, Mohamed ElBaradei, is sending a letter to the Security Council on this matter. We expect it to be received by the Council in the afternoon.  ElBaradei has repeatedly informed the Council of his concerns about material and installations present in Iraq that have gone missing since the war last year.  And he’s expected today to send this letter, as I said, regarding these specific materials that are reported missing.

Question:  Is the issue likely to revive debate about the fate of [inaudible] in any way?

Spokesman:  I can’t predict that.  You’ll have to ask members of the Council.  Edie?

Question:  Fred, does the Secretary-General himself have any reaction to the disappearance of such a large quantity of potentially deadly and dangerous material?

Spokesman:  We weren’t given any statement on that subject by him today. I can ask him if he wants to comment but, at this time, I have nothing.  Liz?

Question:  This is kind of a follow-up to Edie’s.  I mean, you said yourself, and we’ve seen it repeatedly from the IAEA, this, letters and reports that show not just the explosives but sites being dismantled, all this kind of thing.  And then, yet, there’s pretty much radio silence from the Security Council.  I guess the question is back again to Annan, and [inaudible] concern, or something, that he would like to see raised.

Spokesman:  Well, I mean, if your complaint is about the Security Council, I think you should ask Council members or the Council President for a comment.

Question:  It’s really about whether or not this is of concern that it isn’t being taken up.  Is it a concern to Annan?

Spokesman:  Well, I recommend you first ask members of the Council, and I will see whether the Secretary-General has anything to add.  Yes?

Question:  About the Secretary General’s call for a better United Nations, how does the Secretary General see the US presidential election, regardless of who wins on 2 November, playing into that, playing into making the UN better, in the debate about making the UN better?

Spokesman:  Well, I think he expects that the foundation of the debate will be the report of this High Level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change. He hopes that the United States would be an active participant in the debate, which he expects would take place throughout much of next year, once the results of the Panel’s deliberations are made public.  And that, at the anniversary session of the General Assembly next fall, that the Assembly would deal in a concrete way with the recommendations and the ideas presented by the Panel.

Question:  And could I ask you to rate the relations between the UN and the US during President Bush’s term, the first term?

Spokesman:  I don’t think I want to get into that.  I mean, I think you’ve seen over the past four years, a good, solid working relationship between the Secretary-General and the United States.  They’ve not always agreed on every point, but you wouldn’t expect that, would you?  I think it’s a good, solid working relationship.  He’s basically pleased with how the U.S. has conducted itself overall in the last four years.  There was a fundamental disagreement over the invasion of Iraq, but of course the fundamental questions that raised in terms of the Charter of the United Nations he has placed in the hands of this High Level Panel, asking them to consider whether we need to rewrite the rules of collective security in light of what happened in Iraq.  So, we’re eagerly awaiting the recommendations of the Panel on that subject.

Question:  Just a final one, if I may.  When the UN hears Senator Kerry say that he wants to work more closely with the UN, and with the international community, how much heart does the UN take in that statement?

Spokesman:  You’re trying to drag me into the U.S. election now, and I’m not going to go there.  So, forgive me for not answering that question.  Evelyn?

Question:  When is the High Level report? Is it 2 December that it’s going to be produced, or is that just when the Panel is giving it to him?

Spokesman:  The first of December is the date that we are expecting it to be given to the Secretary-General.  And, he will then need some time to study it, and then present it with his comments, if any, to the General Assembly.  I can’t give you a precise date for when it will go to the General Assembly, but I assume that the day it goes to the General Assembly is the day it would be made public.

Question: And, do you expect that in December, or you don’t know?

Spokesman:  I don’t know. [Later the Spokesman said that the report would be distributed to the General Assembly on 2December, at which point it would be made public.]

Question:  Because I assume he’s going to know what the Panel is going to recommend.

Spokesman:  He’s had regular discussions with them.  I think he has a sense of the thrust of the report and, based on what he’s learned, I think he’s very encouraged that the ideas they will put forward are what he asked for, namely bold ideas dealing with the fundamental issues before us.  Yes?

Question:  Could you update us, please, about the voting system in Iraq, who is going to be involved in the process of that, controlling that, and so on?

Spokesman:  I would ask you to come to my office afterwards.  We have some background information we’d be happy to give you.  And, we may also be arranging for you to be briefed later this week by senior UN officials on the UN’s role in the preparation of elections.  Yes?

Question:  When the Secretary-General speaks about the new United Nations, his message on UN Day, is he confident that the Member States would implement the recommendations of the Panel of the Eminent Persons on Change?

Spokesman:  He will certainly be pushing for that, and then it will be up to the Member States collectively to either deal with these recommendations forthrightly and make concrete in the form of resolutions the recommendations being put forward.  Or, they will delay; and if they will delay, of course, he will be there to urge them to continue to come to grips with these basic issues and to take concrete action.  Thank you very much.  Djibril Diallo is now going to brief you on the General Assembly. Djibril? 

Spokesman for General Assembly President
Good afternoon.  This week, the General Assembly is taking up the following items:  the report of ECOSOC; the culture of peace; sport for development and peace, especially 2005, the International year of Sport and Physical Education.

Also, agenda item 29, on the necessity of ending the embargo imposed on Cuba.

The main committee of the General Assembly heard Mr. Olara Otunnu today on the question of children and armed conflict.  Mr. Otunnu stressed that UN entities must assume particular responsibilities in mainstreaming the issue of children and armed conflict by creating concrete and systematic projects.

The Second Committee will hold an event in two days, 27 October, on “Trade and Development”, with a presentation by Tom Friedman, and a Q&A.  This is in conjunction with their discussion on various aspects of trade and development, including, trade protection, labour mobility and outsourcing.

Two other items:  Third Committee -- the committee dealing with social, humanitarian and cultural affairs -- will discuss human rights questions this whole week, including the report of the special rapporteurs and representatives, and the Report of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights.

The Sixth Committee, which is the legal committee, discusses the Convention on jurisdiction of immunities of States and their property.  On Friday, the committee adjourned its debate on cloning, with no information as to when it will resume discussions.  Forty-five speakers were heard in the two-day span.

For informational purposes, on the item on sport for development, and the item on sport for peace and development, I would like to inform you that I started today my new assignment as Director of the newly-established New York Office of the Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary-General on Sport for Development and Peace.  And, as you know, Mr. Adolf Ogi, former president of Switzerland, was appointed by the Secretary-General to their position.  And, this office, working very closely with United Nations Fund for International Partnerships and DPI will take the lead in mobilizing the UN system to promote the international year and plan events to engage cultural, artistic and youth leaders in support of the Millennium Development Goals.

That’s all I have for you.  Any questions?  Yes, Ruth?

Questions and Answers
Question:  Djibril, two questions.  First, is the Cuban debate today, and, if so, why not, when do you expect a vote, and when is cloning going to be taken up again?

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  My understanding is that the Cuban debate is later in the week.  I’ll come back to you, but I believe it’s on Wednesday, but I’ll come back and confirm that.  [NOTE:  See further comment below.]  Again, I’ll have to double-check on the issue of vote, or no vote, on cloning, because no indication was made on when they will start again the item. Yes?

Question:  Following your assumption as the new director of sports for peace, what happens to the functions you assumed in the UNDP and the Spokesman for the General Assembly?  Will you continue to wear three hats, or are you giving up the first two?

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  I completed my assignment as director of the communications office of the administrator last Friday, and I’ll assume this function, in addition to my function as spokesperson of the General Assembly of the fifty-ninth session.  Cuba is on Thursday, instead of Wednesday, correction.

Question:  Is there any indication of whether a vote will go right along with the speeches and discussion, or do you know yet?

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  On Cuba?

Question:  Yeah.

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  Again, I’ll have to come back to you on that because, as you know, this has been an item which has been there for quite some time, and no item is put afterwards, so I have to come back to you on it.  Thank you very much.

* *** *
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