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Children Suffer Most from Effects of Ozone Depletion

 PARIS, September 25, 2003 - The World Health Organization (WHO), the United Nations

 Environment Programme (UNEP) and other partners in the Intersun Project are launching a set of

 new educational materials to help protect children from UV-caused conditions. 

 The new package will help children, their families and educators protect children from the risks of

 developing malignant and non-malignant skin cancers, cataracts and other UV-caused conditions.

 The cause of many of these skin cancers is ultraviolet radiation (UV) from the sun, and children, who

 are both most vulnerable and most exposed, are disproportionately affected. 

 Every year, there are between 2 and 3 million new cases of non-malignant melanomas and more than

 130,000 new melanoma skin cancer cases worldwide(1). An estimated 66,000 deaths occur

 annually from melanoma and other skin cancers(2). 

 The materials support recommendations made in "Sun Protection, An Essential Element of

 Health-Promoting Schools", a part of the WHO Information Series on School Health. 

 "As ozone depletion becomes more marked and as people around the world engage more in

 sun-seeking behaviour, the risk of developing health complications from over-exposure to UV

 radiation is becoming a substantial public health concern", said WHO Director-General Dr. Lee

 Jong-wook at WHO's Geneva Headquarters. 

 "Recent scientific findings have shown that the ozone layer is on the road to recovery, but we must

 remain vigilant and more needs to be done before we can say that the problem is solved for good",

 said Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's Executive Director. "The phase-out of the ozone depleting pesticide

 methyl bromide, combating the illegal trade in CFCs and full implementation of the Montreal

 Protocol in developing countries are all issues that need to be tackled. Only then can we say that the

 sky above our heads will be safe for our children and their children to come." 

 "UV radiation is of particular concern because people are often unaware of the health risks. The

 effects of exposure often do not appear until many years later and over-exposure to the sun poses a

 risk to all populations, not just fair-skinned ones", said Dr. Mike Repacholi, Coordinator of WHO's

 Radiation and Environmental Health Unit. 

 To help people around the world become more aware of the risks from exposure to UV radiation,

 and to take the measures to prevent over-exposure, the Intersun Project is launching a School Sun

 Protection Package. The Package comprises three booklets: a guide for schools and teachers on

 why and how to develop effective sun education programmes, practical teaching materials for

 primary school students, and evaluation materials to assess the effectiveness of primary school

 sun-education programmes. 

 "We know that by reducing over-exposure of children and adolescents to the sun, we can

 substantially reduce the risk of contracting skin cancers, cataracts and other conditions which might

 only appear much later in life. As a significant part of a person's lifetime exposure to UV comes

 before the age of 18(3), it is obvious that educating children and young people about the dangers of

 UV exposure is key to preventing the consequences of this, and school programmes have been

 shown to be the most effective way of reaching and educating children," said Dr. Lee. 

 "While most of the known melanomas included in the International Agency for Research on Cancer

 (IARC) statistics occur in the industrialized world, this is not necessarily because only fair-skinned

 populations are affected by UV radiation. Given adequate reporting mechanisms, we would expect

 to see many more melanoma cases originating in developing countries. Moreover cataract

 susceptibility has nothing to do with the skin type and people living close to the equator are most

 likely to be affected", added Dr. Repacholi. 

 Cataracts are responsible for more than 8 million Disability-Adjusted Life Years worldwide(4); a

 comparative risk assessment to estimate the burden of disease attributable to UV radiation is

 currently under way to try and estimate how many of these cataracts are attributable to sun

 exposure. 

 Intersun is a joint project sponsored by WHO, UNEP, the World Meteorological Organization

 (WMO) and the International Commission for Non-Ionizing Radiation Protection (see web site:

 www.who.int/uv/). The School Sun Protection Package documents and further information on are

 available at the same website. 

 (1) International Agency for Research on Cancer, Globocan Study, 2000. 

 (2) World Health Report, 2002. 

 (3) Wakefield, Bonett, Med J Aus, 1990; Marks, Jolley, Kectsas, Foley, Med J Aus, 1990 

 (4) World Health Report 2002 
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 UNEP 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Agence France Presse

September 25, 2003 

Russia's Putin to open climate change conference in Moscow
      Russian President Vladimir Putin will next week open a conference on climate change in Moscow, amid

      pressure from European countries for Moscow to sign the international Kyoto Treaty, officials said Thursday.

      The conference will convene 1,200 experts from 43 countries in Moscow between September 29 and

      October 3, though Russian Agriculture Minister Alexei Gordeyev said Kyoto is not scheduled to be on the

      agenda. 

      "The conference is not linked to the Kyoto protocol ratification," he said. "It has to do with advancing the

      scientific level in research on this problem."

      The treaty on the reduction of greenhouse gases has been signed by more than 100 countries but to come

      into effect requires the ratification of countries representing at least 55 percent of the total of carbon

      dioxide emissions worldwide.

      The United States has refused to ratify the treaty and Russia's signature is needed to pass the threshold.

      Last week European deputies urged Russia to ratify the pact, or face the risk of losing major investments by

      European firms.

      "The time for action is right now," the European Parliament's rapporteur on the environment, Jorge Oliveira

      da Silva, told a press conference in Moscow on September 18. "Kyoto is a matter of emergency."

__________________________________________________________________________________________TASS

September 25, 2003 

Russia pledges to pass decision on Kyoto Protocol
      BODY:

      Russian Foreign Minister Igor Ivanov said on Thursday that Russia would pass a decision on the Kyoto

      protocol after it coordinates the issue with representatives of government structures.

      "The decision is going to be made as soon as the relevant procedures are over. It's hard to say whether

      that will happen before the end of this year," the Russian foreign minister went on to say.

      The protocol was signed in the Japanese city of Kyoto in 1997. It obliges industrially developed countries to

      cut ecologically harmful gas emissions in the atmosphere by 5.2 percent on average between 2008-2012.

      Nearly 100 countries have ratified the protocol. The United States and Australia have refused even to sign

      this document.

      Ecologists believe that the concentration of carbonic acid gases in the atmosphere has increased by one

      third in recent decades. "If no steps are taken, the situation will only get worse," Alexander Bedritsky, the

      head of the Russian Committee for Hydrometeorology, told Itar-Tass on Thursday.

      At the same time, he emphasized that the Kyoto Protocol would only inconsiderably improve the climatic

      situation on the planet. He recalled that only developed countries are supposed to cut harmful gas emissions

      in the atmosphere under the Kyoto Protocol. Bedritsky believes that other countries should also undertake

      such commitments.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

United Press International

September 25, 2003 Thursday 12:19 PM Eastern Time
Russia to ratify Kyoto within  months

 Russia is likely to ratify the Kyoto protocol on the emission of greenhouse gas in the next six months, the

Novosti news agency reported Thursday.

      "I think we shall settle this issue in six months," Vice Premier Aleksei Gordeyev said at a news conference. 

      According to him, the government has no tough schedule on considering practical issues before the possible

      ratification of the Kyoto Protocol. The government will know by then which practical moves and mutual

      obligations will follow the ratification and how the mechanism will be operating, Gordeyev said.

      The announcement was made at the news conference outlining the agenda for the world conference on

      climatic changes, which opens in Moscow Sept. 29.

      The conference is not directly associated with Russia's ratification of the Kyoto Protocol, but rather a

      scientific step in the research of climatic changes.

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reuters

25 September 2003

 -French Heat-Wave Death Toll 15,000 - Official Report
  PARIS - France's August heat wave claimed around 15,000 lives, more than previously thought, the Inserm national medical research  institute said yesterday in a report commissioned by the government. 

  The report said there were a total of 56,000 deaths in France in this year's blisteringly hot August - around 15,000 more than in a normal  year. 

  A previous estimate, made by a group of undertakers, had put the heat wave death toll at 13,600. 

  France was stunned by the initial death toll estimates. President Jacques Chirac admitted shortcomings in the country's prized health  system and pledged more cash for emergency services. 

  Story Date: 26/9/2003 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

New York Times

Moving to Protect a Vast Forest Haven

By JAMES GORMAN
  I t's autumn, and the vast boreal forest of Canada is spilling birds. Ducks and geese are pouring out of it, and songbirds in the billions.

   Some will winter in Westchester, some in Costa Rica. Some will stop at bird feeders, some will fly directly over hidden hunters. In all, three billion to five billion birds leave the Canadian boreal forest each fall, headed for warmer weather.

As the birds fly south, many of the people most involved with the Canadian boreal, which makes up 10 percent of all the earth's forests and 25 percent of the intact, original forests, are heading for Quebec City.

The 12th World Forestry Congress is convening there this week, and preservation of the boreal forest is a major subject of discussion. Conservationists hope to reach agreement with industry now on how to set aside some parts of the forest and agree on management policies for other areas. 

Three environmental groups — Greenpeace, the Natural Resources Defense Council and Forest Ethics — joined together last week to release a brief report on threats to the forest and to demand a moratorium on logging and development in the most endangered parts of the boreal forest until a conservation plan is developed. It is not that the forest is in immediate danger of disappearing. Just the opposite.

But change is occurring fast because of industrial development like logging, mining and drilling for gas and oil. Farming also contributes to forest loss, particularly in western Canada. A study published in Conservation Biology in December 2002, by Keith A. Hobson of the Canadian Wildlife Service calculated that on the southern edge of the boreal in Saskatchewan, the amount of forested land was declining at 0.87 per cent per year, similar to some estimates for loss of tropical rain forest.

Boreal simply means northern — as the in aurora borealis, the northern lights. The great northern forest, as it is sometimes called, circles the globe, below the polar regions and above the temperate hardwood forests. It is not as familiar as the tropical rain forests, particularly the Amazon and the Congo forest of Central Africa, which includes seven different countries. But the boreal belongs in the same category. These three areas are the last places on earth where vast stretches of intact original forest remain.

Marilyn Heiman, director of the Boreal Songbird Initiative, said the decline of songbirds had been a worry for years, as was loss of wintering grounds.But the nesting grounds are at least as important, she said, and there is a need to "refocus some of the conservation effort" on the boreal forest. 

"It's a forgotten system," said David Pashley, vice president for conservation of the American Bird Conservancy. "It's one that people take for granted. But over the course of the next 50 years it could slip away."

There are no parrots in the boreal to capture public attention, no brightly colored tropical frogs, no monkeys.

What the boreal has are two million square miles of woodland and wetland filled with black spruce, poplars, paper birch, aspen, tamarack and other trees — and birds, birds and more birds.

The land has different ecosystems, wet and dry, hardwood and evergreen. Particularly in the west, it is riddled with the water that nurses ducks and shorebirds — "bogs, fens, wetlands, ponds, marshes," Gary Stewart of Ducks Unlimited in Canada said with a tone of awe and appreciation.

Among the migrating birds of the boreal are millions of ducks, 100 million shorebirds, half a billion warblers and a billion sparrows. Dr. Fiona K. A. Schmiegelow, a wildlife ecologist at the University of Alberta, who has been researching the boreal forest for a dozen years, said that in the United States and Canada "one in three land birds owes its existence to the forest." 

It is as if the trees breathe birds, taking them in each spring and sending them back out in the fall spilling down the hemisphere all the way to South America. 

There are chickadees and mergansers, plovers and whooping cranes, scoters, shrikes, yellow rails, flycatchers and warblers and sparrows.

In the East, bird feeders attract the white-throated sparrow and juncos, both boreal migrants. Birders who like a challenge will seek out and try to identify the many different warblers, indistinguishable to the uninitiated. And these are just the birds, not to mention the woodland caribou, the wolves, moose, lynx, the positive effects on the atmosphere of the carbon hungry trees, or the 1.5 million lakes. About 20 percent of the boreal is

water.

The new report from Greenpeace, the National Resources Defense Council and Forest Ethics states that since 1975, about 60 million acres have been logged. One step in toward the conservation plan these groups and others are calling for is a "planning framework" being developed by the Canadian Boreal Initiative, a group formed this year. The framework is expected to include a set of conservation principles, as well as actual percentages of land to be preserved and to be managed carefully.

The goal is to have environmental organizations, government, forest product industries, oil and gas companies and the First Nations (Indians that have treaties with Canada) all sign on. 

Oil and gas exploration have become increasingly significant in making incursions into the forest. Mr. Pashley of the bird conservancy said that north of Edmonton, Alberta, oil and gas extraction had had major effects.

"It's kind of a mess," he said. "Not miles and miles of unbroken forest." 

Mr. Pashley said he worried more about those industries than about logging. "The impact of forest products industry is much, much less," he said.

The connection of the Canadian forest to the United States and countries farther south is strong in both ecological and economic terms. A report in December by Dr. Peter Blancher of Bird Studies Canada, one of the many groups dedicated to the boreal, reported that 30 percent of all land birds in the United States and Canada nest in the boreal, some almost exclusively. There are 186 species of land birds that are regularly found in

the boreal, and 93 percent of them migrate south for the winter. 

Then there are the aquatic birds. Mr. Stewart of Ducks Unlimited said that the boreal had "huge wetland and water resources" and that "most people don't realize how much." 

In the western parts of the boreal, about a third of the area consists of wetlands of various sorts, where millions of ducks breed. As a waterfowl nursery, the boreal is second only to the United States' prairie pothole region in South Dakota, North Dakota, Montana, Minnesota and Iowa. At least 75 percent of all the black ducks in the world breed in the boreal, Mr. Stewart said.

Birds are one significant connection of the United States to the boreal forest, but, there are others. Lafcadio Cortesi, of a small environmental group, Forest Ethics in San Francisco, said his organization tried to have retailers change purchasing habits to use, for example, more recycled content in the paper that they sell because much of the pulp is from Canadian forests. 

The group has just ended a campaign aimed at Staples. Mr. Cortesi said the company had agreed to change its purchasing practices related to protected forests, and to increase the content of recycled paper in its products. Forest Ethics now intends to go to Office Depot.

He said his group "just sent out a letter to the top 100 catalog companies." Mr. Cortesi said mail order companies sent out 59 catalogs a year for every man, woman and child in the United States. The goal of Forest Ethics is not to stop logging, but to pressure retailers to pay attention to what the forest products companies are doing. 

One company that environmental groups like Canadian Boreal Initiative are working with is Alberta-Pacific Forest Industries, or Al-Pac, which has agreed on a conservation plan for one area with Ducks Unlimited and has concentrated on research in sustainable logging.

The president of Al-Pac, Bill Hunter, said: "We have to have an operation that meets the need of a healthy forest and healthy economy. We're still learning. We will continue to learn. In 10 years, we've invested $25 million in scientific research."

In addition to working with aboriginal people and groups like Ducks Unlimited, Al-Pac has agreements with oil and gas exploration companies that provide economic incentives if the effects of exploration are reduced on land where Al-Pac has logging rights. If a company makes a narrow enough road for its seismic tests, it does not have to pay Al-Pac for the trees they cut down. Otherwise, if the groups that have stakes in the boreal can agree on how to prevent a crisis that is not yet at hand, it would be a rare event in environmental politics. 

Dr. Schmiegelow of the University of Alberta said the most pressing issue now was that "the rate and scale of development is unprecedented."

Although the boreal in Canada is a "relatively pristine system" compared with other forest areas, she said, the mining, oil and gas extraction, as well as logging, put it on the cusp of being radically altered. 

"I don't think people realize how rapidly it's being developed."

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ROE MEDIA UPDATE

UNEP or UN in the News

NB: The ED quoted in the Russian newspaper Izvestia:

Tourism threatens Earth environment

Nairobi, 12 September.   UNEP experts published a study on impacts of tourism on the environment, especially in poor countries. Over the past decade, tourism has increased by more than 2000 percent in both Laos and Cambodia, nearly 500 percent in South Africa, over 300 percent in  Brazil.

"Tourism has huge potential for good or evil. It is in everyone's interest, particularly the industry's, that the economic power of 21st century tourism is harnessed for the benefit of local people and wildlife," said Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of UNEP.

http://main.izv.info/index.cgi?id=59611&rubr=0&popup=1
UNEP report reveals huge hydrocarbon in seawater 

ISLAMABAD, Sept 24: The United Nations Environment Programme has submitted its report to the government about the ship Tasman Spirit accident that says acute effects of oil spill are evident and further scientific investigation is needed to determine the extent of damage to ecosystems around Karachi. The UNEP report obtained by Dawn has been finalised with inputs and advice of the International Union for Conservation of Nature (ICUN). 

The report recommends to the Government of Pakistan to negotiate with the responsible party to finance this study as part of an overall claim for damages. The preliminary assessment, says the report, suggests that despite intensive efforts to transfer, disperse, contain and recover the oil, the area impacted by the spill covers at least 40 square kilometres. 

The report documents extensive hydrocarbon contamination in seawater samples. It also notes that about 250 people who sought treatment at a medical camp set up after the oil spill for respiratory ailments, were exposed to petroleum carbon. 
http://www.dawn.com/2003/09/25/nat22.htm
Le Figaro, 25 septembre: „Des experts proposent que l'ONU se porte au secours des éléphants“

COLOMBO (AFP) - La cohabitation devient de plus en plus difficile entre l'homme et l'éléphant et des experts ont proposé que l'ONU soit chargée de règler le conflit entre deux espèces qui se disputent un même espace. 

Les quelque 200 spécialistes réunis pour un récent colloque au Sri Lanka estiment que l'organisation internationale est capable de faire bouger les gouvernements, la clé du problème.

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/030925081856.t7k554d5.html
General Environment news

FT, 25 September: “Solution sought on growth and damage”
The UK government is to launch a debate on how to break the link between economic growth and environmental damage. The Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs and the Department of Trade and Industry will publish a discussion document on sustainable consumption and production, in line with a commitment made at last year's world summit on sustainable development.

The government also launched a consultation on a range of environmental indicators, such as air quality, energy consumption and water use, aimed at assessing progress towards the goal of breaking the link between economic growth and environmental damage.

http://search.ft.com/search/article.html?id=030925001046&query=Environment&vsc_appId=totalSearch&state=Form
FT, 25 September: River protection must improve to reduce pollution

Sir John Harman, chairman of the Environment Agency, said the UK could not afford to be complacent about water quality because of new European Union legislation, such as the water framework directive. The UK should tackle pollution and put an end to traditional problems such as storm sewage overflows, he said.

Elliot Morley, environment minister, said the focus must turn to tougher issues. "Discharges from individual sources have, in the main, been tackled effectively, but these have been the easy wins in our war on water pollution." Agricultural pollution was the biggest challenge, he said, but others include car washing, sewer overflows and discharges from contaminated land.

http://search.ft.com/search/article.html?id=030924000941&query=Environment&vsc_appId=totalSearch&state=Form
All from Russian newspapers:

Climate change conference in Moscow

Moscow, 25 September.  World Conference on climate change will start its work 29 September.  Famous scientists, UN specialists will meet during the forum.  The Conference should give an opportunity to have a dialogue between people with different opinions and positions: scientists,

businessmen, civil society.

http://www.newsinfo.ru/index.sema?a=radio&sa=view_new&p=1&id=33864&y=x#
Hazardous discharges in Moscow

Moscow, 24 September.  Each person living in Moscow inhales some 200 kilos of dangerous discharges per year.  The main source of air pollution are cars and industry.  The situation in Moscow, according Ms. A. Abramova, Head of Department of Control of the State of Atmospheric Air, Ministry of Natural Resources of RF, can be called as "moderately unfavourable"

http://www.utro.ru/news/2003/09/24/234926.shtml  and http://www.utro.ru/news/2003/09/12/231818.shtml
Russian business does not want to pay for environment damage

Moscow, 11 September.  Yesterday Mr. N. Tonkov, Head of the environment group of the Russian Businessmen Union, criticised severely a draft law on "Payment for negative environment impact" presented by the Ministry of Natural Resources of Russian Federation.  Businessmen believe that the

draft law introduces another tax to be paid by industry and does not induce it to develop new environment friendly technologies.  However, many experts believe that the Russian State Douma will approve this draft law.

________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICES OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL AND THE SPOKESWOMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General, and Michele Montas, Spokeswoman for the General Assembly President.

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General

           Good Afternoon.

           **UN Further Downsizes Staff in Iraq

           The Secretary-General, on the advice of his Security Coordinator, has ordered a temporary redeployment of UN international staff in Iraq.  Today there remain 42 in Baghdad and 44 in the north of the country, and those numbers can be expected to shrink further over the next few days.

           This is not an evacuation, just a further downsizing, and the security situation in the country remains under

constant review.

           Meanwhile, our essential humanitarian activities in Iraq continue, thanks to the efforts of our more than 4,000  national staff in the country.

           **Death of Iraqi Governing Council Member

           The following statement is attributable to the Spokesman.

           The Secretary-General was very sad to learn of the death of Dr. Akila al-Hashemi, the member of the Iraqi

     Governing Council who was attacked last Saturday.  He considers such murderous use of violence wholly inexcusable, and likely only to retard the process of establishing a broad-based and representative government in Iraq, to which  sovereignty can be transferred.  He sends his sincere condolences to Dr. al-Hashemi’s family, and to the Governing  Council.   

           **Death of Edward Said

           This statement is also attributable to the Spokesman.

           The Secretary-General heard with great sadness of the death of Edward Said, the distinguished

     Palestinian-American writer and scholar who did so much to explain the Islamic world to the West, and vice versa.   While not sharing all of Professor Said’s opinions, the Secretary-General always enjoyed his company, savoured his  wit, and admired the passion with which he pursued his vision of peace between Israelis and Palestinians.  Both the  Middle East and the United States will be the poorer without his distinctive voice.

           **Sudan

           The Secretary-General was encouraged by the news today that the Government of the Sudan and the Sudan  People’s Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A) initialled a framework agreement on the security arrangements for the  interim period.  He highly commends the commitment and personal efforts of the First Vice-President of the Sudan, Ali   Osman Taha, and the Chairman of the SPLM/A, John Garang, who have been engaged in direct talks in Naivasha,  Kenya, for over three weeks.  The Secretary-General urges the parties to sustain the pace of the talks and reach a  speedy settlement of the conflict.

           **Secretary-General’s Message to G-77 Meeting

           The Secretary-General this morning spoke at the Ministerial Meeting of the Group of 77 coalition of developing  nations, and said that, although it may be hard to imagine making gains on trade issues following the setback in Cancún, Mexico, earlier this month, the G-77 should play a key role in getting trade negotiations back on track.

           He said, “I hope the talks will be seen by everyone not just as a narrow exercise in mutual concessions, but

rather as a wider, universal effort to ensure that the impediments to development in the present international trading  arrangements are removed.  That is in everyone’s interests.”

           The Secretary-General added, “As Cancún showed, together you are stronger.”

           We have copies of this address upstairs.

           **Afghanistan

           The Secretary-General addressed the High-level meeting on Afghanistan yesterday afternoon, appealing for continued help for the Afghan Government.  He noted that it may be necessary to take another look at the assistance  to the country beyond the 2004 time frame set by an international donors conference in Bonn in 2001.  He called for a  new international meeting early next year to review reconstruction needs.

           The Secretary-General noted that the continued lack of security was hampering reconstruction activities and severely threatening political participation across a wide region of the country.  He again called for an expansion of  international security assistance beyond Kabul, but underscored that in the long run, security was an Afghan  responsibility.  To that end, he urged the Government to accelerate the reform of the Ministry of Defence, the Ministry  of the Interior and the intelligence services in a credible manner. 

           A joint communiqué was issued at the end of the High-level meeting attended by 22 countries and

     representatives from the European Commission.

           **UNICEF

           The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) today expressed its serious concern over reported incidents of abduction and trafficking of children in Afghanistan.

           Reports received from the Afghan Independent Human Rights Commission and the UN Mission in Afghanistan  indicate that there has been a series of abductions of children as young as four years old in the northern and  north-eastern regions of the country.  Since early 2003, a number of children have reportedly been abducted for the  apparent purposes of trafficking to neighbouring countries.

           UNICEF has written to the Afghan Government, calling for intervention on this issue and requesting that

     maximum resources be made available for the investigation.

           You can find more details in the Kabul briefing notes upstairs.

           **Security Council

           There are no meetings or consultations of the Security Council scheduled for today.

           The Secretary-General and the Foreign Ministers of the five permanent members of the Council are holding  their annual luncheon today.

           **Brazil Gift

           At a meeting this morning with the Secretary-General, President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva of Brazil made a  personal donation of $50,000 to the United Nations.  The President had received this sum as the Prince of Asturias  Award, in recognition of his own work and leadership on social issues, and wished it to be given to the United Nations  for use in a global initiative to eradicate poverty and hunger, that Brazil launched this week at the United Nations, along with India and South Africa.  The Secretary-General wishes to express his great appreciation for this gift and for the  President’s strong gesture of support for the United Nations.

           **Malaysia Gift

           This morning the Secretary-General accepted, on behalf of the United Nations, a gift from the people of

     Malaysia.

           The gift, which was presented by the Prime Minister, is a tepak sireh, a ceremonial vessel to hold the

     ingredients for betel chewing, a very significant social custom for the Malays.

           The Secretary-General said he was delighted and honoured to receive this gift, which stood for communication  and harmony among peoples.

           His full remarks on receiving the gift are available upstairs.

           **Disarmament

           Out on the racks today is the Secretary-General’s report to the General Assembly on the Work of the

     Advisory Board on Disarmament Matters.

           The Board notes that global military expenditures have been rising since 1998, after an observable general

     decline immediately after the end of the cold war, surging to $794 billion in 2002.  The report points out that the military expenditures of just one country accounted for 43 per cent of world military expenditure.

           The Board recommended that the UN identify the best way to preserve the expertise and knowledge of the UN  Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission for Iraq with a view to maintaining the Organization’s readiness to address future non-compliance cases.

           **Budget

           Rwanda paid more than $24,000 today to become the 106th Member State to pay its current regular budget

     assessments in full.

           **Press Conferences This Afternoon

           Press conferences, 12:30, in just 15 minutes, Prime Minister Mahathir bin Mohamad of Malaysia will be here  to brief you.

           And then at 5 p.m. this afternoon, Commonwealth Secretary-General Donald McKinnon will be joined by

     Foreign Ministers Oluyemi Adeniji of Nigeria and Alexander Downer of Australia at a press conference in this room to  brief you on the meeting of Commonwealth Ministers for Foreign Affairs, which is taking place this afternoon.

           **Guests at Noon Tomorrow

           And finally, our guests at tomorrow’s noon briefing will be Hans Corell, the Under-Secretary-General for Legal  Affairs, and Antonio Maria Costa, the Executive Director of the UN Office on Drugs and Crime.  And they’ll be here to brief you on treaties against transnational organized crime and terrorism, including the UN Convention against Transnational Organized Crime, which will enter into force on Monday, the 29th.

           That’s all I have for you.

           Yes?

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  On the question of what you called, “further downsizing”, but not an evacuation.  When you say

     evacuation, do you mean that it’s not a Phase 5 evacuation of staff in Iraq?

           Spokesman:  That’s right.  By evacuation we would mean taking out all our international staff.

           Question:  When you say there’s a temporary redeployment, will everybody be redeployed or will there be

     some people remaining in Iraq, international staff?

           Spokesman:  Well, first of all, we’re not saying that all staff are being moved out to Amman, Jordan.  We’re  reducing the numbers.  We’re keeping the matter under continual review, and by temporary redeployment we mean  we’ll most likely be keeping these people in Amman for possible return to Baghdad, should conditions there permit.  

           Question:  So how many people will remain in Baghdad?  Do we know?

           Spokesman:  At this time, we don’t know.  The numbers for today as I said are 42 and 44.  More people will  go out tomorrow, a few more Saturday, and we’ll see what…  

           Question:  How many people will be going out tomorrow, and how many people will be going out this

afternoon?

           Spokesman:  I don’t have those specific numbers and we’ll have to see. It’s partly the judgement of the people  on the ground, who are in charge.

           Question:  In Nigeria, Amina Lawal, she was released today after a brief struggle in the courts to be released.    What does the UN comments about (inaudible) in Nigeria?

           Spokesman:  I don’t have any guidance on that, I’ll see if I can get some.  [He later said that the UN

     welcomes the decision taken in Nigeria today in the case of Amina Lawal, which is in line with international human  rights standards.  We are happy that Amina Lawal’s life has been spared.]

           Question:  Can you give us any, even a rough estimate of how many people will remain in the country of Iraq?    Is it less than 100?

           Spokesman:  It’s less than 100 there now.

           Question:  I know, but in terms of…

           Spokesman:  Forty in Baghdad, 40 in the north, roughly 42-44.  They’ll be further reduced over the next two days.  When that process is complete, we’ll let you know what that number is that are remaining.

           Question:  So as of right now, 42 in…

           Spokesman:  Forty-two in Baghdad, 44 in the north.

           Question:  When will this be taking place?  Over what period of time?   

           Spokesman:  Over the next two days.      

           Question:  Why did the Secretary-General make this decision?  

           Spokesman:  Why?  On the recommendation of the Security Coordinator, who has been assessing, on a

     regular basis, the security situation in the country.      

           Question:  Where will the people be going?     

           Spokesman:  Amman, Jordan, initially.

           Question:  Our understanding is that the Security Coordinator recommended a full evacuation.  Why did the Secretary-General not order a full evacuation? I’m sure this is an issue the UN staff (inaudible).       

           Spokesman:  This is the Secretary-General’s decision, it’s for him to make, and him alone to make.  We don’t discuss what recommendations may or may not have been made to him by his advisers.        

           Question:  Can you give us a comment on how this affects discussions taking place in the Security Council to  increase the role of the UN in Iraq?        

           Spokesman:  I don’t think there’s a direct relationship there.  Members of the Council are negotiating very

     difficult issues regarding a possible second resolution on Iraq.  The Secretary-General, you’ll recall, in his statement to  the Assembly, said that subject to security considerations, the United Nations system is prepared to play its full role in Iraq.  So there are two elements there:  What will the new resolution, if there is one, say; and what will the security  situation in the country be?

           Question:  What’s going to be left after this temporary deployment?  Is there going to be an agency or

     agencies that are going to be best represented, or how is that going to be…

           Spokesman:  I think it’s too early to say, but I think that the various agencies that are most active in Iraq arelikely to maintain some representation among those who will stay in Baghdad.

           Question:  Who will be the most senior official left?

           Spokesman:  We’ll have to see, right now I assume it’s Ramiro Lopez

     da Silva, the Humanitarian Coordinator for the UN.

           [Later, the Spokesman issued a correction, saying Kevin Kennedy was currently the most senior official in

     Baghdad.  The Acting Special Representative, Ramiro Lopez da Silva, was out of the country but expected back in Baghdad at the end of the month.]

           Question:  How would you describe, sir, the level of activity the remaining people will be capable of after this redeployment takes place?

           Spokesman:  I don’t know that the level of activity will decline.  We have 4,233 local staff at work, so that with  some international supervision, it’s assumed they can continue carrying on the essential humanitarian activities we  have going on now.

           Question:  (Inaudible)

           Spokesman:  We’ve been working with the coalition to steadily increase the security around our compound.   There’s no 100 per cent guarantee that any one can be safe, anywhere in the world, really.  But we’re taking every step  we can with the support of the coalition forces to secure our headquarters compound. Yes?

           Question:  Sir, it seems like you had a couple options.  You could have asked the coalition forces for

     increased security at some of the UN offices in Iraq as one way to protect the people.  Or, have this temporary

     deployment, redeployment I should say, to Amman.  Why not do the former, which is, call for increased support and  protection from the coalition?

           Spokesman:  I said that we have been working with the coalition to increase the security around our

     compound.  The assessment of the Security Coordinator was that we would be better to downsize and temporarily  redeploy many of our international staff in the country, which we’re in the process of doing.  You can see these  numbers are a bit lower than what I said they were yesterday, and they will further diminish over the next two days.

           Question:  What I don’t understand is given that the UN has come down from 800 to 86 over the last couple of  weeks, why are you announcing a downsizing?

           Spokesman:  Because this was a decision that was just taken yesterday, is being acted on today and over

     the next two days, it’s a new decision.  I thought you might like to know about it.

           Question:  I’m sorry, the peak international number was…

           Spokesman:  It depends on when you’re talking about but there was a little over 300 in Baghdad, and a similar  number in the north.  So there was something like 650 about the time of the 19 August attack.

           Spokesman:  Michele?

           Spokeswoman for General Assembly President

           Thank you, Fred.  Good afternoon all.

           As you know today is the fourth day of the general debate.  Three heads of State, six heads of government

     have spoken this morning.  President Mugabe of Zimbabwe has been rescheduled to speak on Friday.  We have 28  speakers, which are listed for today. 

           The President of the General Assembly met this morning with the Prime Minister of Malaysia, Dr. Mahathir Mohamad, presently chairing the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM).  The exchange focused on the common concerns of  the Movement and of the Presidency of the Assembly, with a number of economic issues, on the impact of  globalization on third world economies, the questions of commodities and non-tariff barriers to trade.  The Prime  Minister underlined the importance of UN reforms and offered the assistance of NAM in bringing development issues to  the forefront.  The Prime Minister will hold a press conference in a few minutes, so I will not say more about his statements.

           Similar questions were addressed last night when the President of the General Assembly met with the Prime  Minister of Mauritius, Sir Anerood Jugnauth. Mauritius will be, in August 2004, the host of the “SIDS+10” Conference  that will evaluate the progress made by Small Island Developing States in the last decade.

           President Hunte also met this morning with the Prime Minister of Malta, Dr. Edward Fenech-Adami, who

     stressed the importance of this session at this particular juncture.  Discussions centred on reforms at the UN, the role  of the European Union and the situation in the Middle East.

           That’s all I have for you, thank you.

                                              * *** *
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� HYPERLINK  \l "suffer" ��EarthVision News - Children Suffer Most from Effects of Ozone Depletion�











* The ED also quoted in the Russian Newspaper Izvestia  on "Tourism threatens Earth Environment".


* UNEP mentioned in the Dawn News (Pakistan) on "UNEP report reveals huge hudrocarbon in seawater".
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