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AFP

Conférence sur le bassin du Niger: Chirac offre "tout l'appui" de la France 

AFP | 26.04.04 | 12h07 

Le président Jacques Chirac a réitéré lundi "tout l'appui" de la France aux neuf pays africains du bassin du Niger pour qu'ils gèrent en commun les ressources du troisième fleuve d'Afrique.M. Chirac a ouvert lundi en fin de matinée à Paris une conférence de deux jours visant à mettre en oeuvre une gestion "partagée" du Niger, qui réunit neuf dirigeants africains, dont sept chefs d'Etat."L'objet de la conférence qui commence aujourd'hui est de tracer le cadre de concertation et de partenariat dans lequel s'inscriront les multiples projets que les potentialités du Bassin du Niger permettent d'envisager", a dit M. Chirac dans son discours d'accueil.La France "est prête à vous donner tout son appui", a-t-il ajouté.Le président Chirac avait annoncé la tenue de cette conférence lors de sa rencontre à Niamey avec son homologue nigérien Mamadou Tandja, président en exercice de l'Autorité du bassin du fleuve Niger (ABN), en octobre 2003. Il avait alors annoncé une aide de la France de dix millions d'euros, dans la ligne de son plan d'action à l'eau adopté au G8 d'Evian, en juin 2003.Soulignant que l'eau est "un défi journalier" notamment en Afrique sub-saharienne, il a rappelé que "près d'un milliard et demi de personnes sont privées d'eau potable" et que leur nombre sera multiplié par deux en vingt ans si rien n'est fait."L'eau, inégalement répartie et toujours convoitée, génère des conflits et des antagonismes" et provoque "bien des tensions et des contradictions" comme les inégalités de l'accès à l'eau, a-t-il dit.Jacques Chirac a estimé que la conférence devait "permettre de faire franchir un nouveau pas" dans la "gestion durable et donc responsable des eaux du bassin du Niger".Il a affirmé que ce bassin "offre un potentiel considérable pour le développement d'activités agricoles et pastorales dont il est déjà le principal support" pour 110 millions d'Africains riverains du fleuve et de ses affluents.De 300.000 hectares, les superficies utiles pourraient être doublées avec de nouveaux barrages, voire portées à 2,5 millions d'hectares en utilisant les plaines inondables, en reboisant les berges et en pratiquant des cultures en terrasse, selon M. Chirac.Il a souligné que le projet d'aménagement du bassin du Niger "constituera une mise en oeuvre exemplaire, à une grande échelle, des ambitions du Nepad", le Nouveau Partenariat pour le développement de l'Afrique. Le Nepad n'a connu aucune réalisation concrète depuis son lancement en 2001.

____________________________________________________________________________________

ABS CBN

‘Dead zones’ are big threat to fish stocks 

Nearly 150 oxygen-starved areas or “dead zones” are in the world’s oceans and seas, a report by the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) shows. 

The “dead zones” are linked to an excess of nutrients, mainly nitrogen, that originate from agricultural fertilizers, vehicle and factory emissions and waste. Low levels of oxygen in the water make it difficult for fish, oysters and other marine creatures, as well as important habitats, such as sea grass beds, to survive. 

Experts claim that the number and size of deoxygenated areas are on the rise, with the total number detected rising every decade since the 1970s. They are warning that these areas are fast becoming major threats to fish stocks and, thus, to the people who depend upon fisheries for food and livelihoods. 

This issue is raised in UNEP’s first Global Environment Outlook Year Book, which was launched to governments attending the Global Ministerial Environment Forum held in Jeju, Korea, in March. 

The year book looks at some of the environment-related milestones of the past year both globally and regionally. It also identifies the continued “fertilization” of the planet and growth of oxygen-starved areas in the oceans as a key emerging issue that governments need to urgently address. 

Issues the year book covered also include the coming into force of the Cartagena Protocol, an international treaty covering trade in genetically modified organisms, the costs of mainly weather-related natural disasters, and the challenges in improving drinking water supplies for over one billion people. 

In some parts of the world, such as large parts of Africa, nitrogen shortages are reducing farmers’ chances of meeting food demands. Such areas desperately need more fertilizers. However, in many other parts of the globe, excessive use of fertilizers is contributing to the escalating problem of dead zones. 

Klaus Toepfer, UNEP’s executive director, said: “Humankind is engaged in a gigantic, global, experiment as a result of the inefficient and often over- use of fertilizers, the discharge of untreated sewage and the ever rising emissions from vehicles and factories. The nitrogen and phosphorous from these sources are being discharged into rivers and the coastal environment or being deposited from the atmosphere, triggering these alarming and sometimes irreversible effects.” 

Some of these so-called dead zones or oxygen-starved areas, he said, are relatively small, less than one square kilometer in size, while others are far larger at up to 70,000 sq km. What is clear is, that unless urgent action is taken to tackle the sources of the problem, it is likely to escalate rapidly, he said. 

“Hundreds of millions of people depend on the marine environment for food, for their livelihoods and for their cultural fulfillment. Reducing the impacts of agriculture, human waste and air pollution on the oceans and seas will be a key component in helping us to meet the Millennium Development Goals and deliver the World Summit on Sustainable Development’s Plan of Implementation in areas ranging from fisheries and biodiversity loss, to sanitation and poverty,” added Toepfer. 

Some of the earliest recorded dead zones were in places like Chesapeake Bay in the United States, the Baltic Sea, the Kattegat, the Black Sea and the northern Adriatic Sea. Others have been reported in Scandinavian fjords. 

The most well-known area of depleted oxygen is in the Gulf of Mexico. Its occurrence is directly linked to nutrients or fertilizers brought to the Gulf by the Mississippi River. 

Others have been appearing off South America, China, Japan, southeast Australia and New Zealand. 

In some parts of the world, actions have been taken to reduce the amounts of fertilizer and sewage running off the land. 

An agreement for the River Rhine in Europe, in which countries agreed to reduce by half the levels of nitrogen being discharged, has cut by 37 percent the quantities of nitrogen entering the North Sea. 

However, there is concern that more oxygen- starved areas will emerge in coastal waters off parts of Asia, Latin America and Africa as industrialization and more intensive agriculture increase the discharge of nutrients. 

The emergence of areas of artificially low-oxygen levels can be closely correlated with the use of synthetic fertilizers in agriculture. Nitrogen is a main ingredient of these fertilizers. 

Even when carefully managed, a lot of the fertilizer applied to crops is left in the soil. From there it is easily washed into rivers and subsequently to the sea. 

The fertilizers, often in combination with nutrients from sewage, and nitrogen gases from traffic and industrial fumes falling on coastal water from the air, trigger blooms of tiny marine organisms called phytoplankton. 

Their rapid growth and decomposition use up oxygen in the seawater leading to depleted oxygen levels. 

Sometimes the effects are mild. But sometimes they can be dramatic, with fish fleeing the “suffocating waters” and creatures, like clams, lobsters, oysters, snails and other slow-moving, bottom-living creatures, dying en mass. 

The economic costs associated with these oxygen-depleted areas are unknown, but predicted to be significant on a global scale. 

Experts believe that global warming, with its likely increase in rainfall and temperatures, may aggravate the problem. Research by a team at the College of William and Mary, Virginia Institute of Marine Science in Gloucester Point, Virginia, which work has contributed to the GEO Year Book, indicates that there may be large changes in rainfall patterns with a doubling of levels of carbon dioxide. 

In some areas, this in turn could lead to a marked increase in the levels of run-off from rivers into the seas. They calculate that dissolved oxygen levels in the Northern Gulf of Mexico, triggered by an increased discharge from the Mississippi River basin of 20 percent and a climb in temperature of up to 4 degrees Celsius, could fall by 30 percent to 60 percent. 

Actions to reduce the threats should focus on sources of the nitrogen overload. Numerous options are available to governments, partly as a result of new scientific understanding as to how nitrogen “cascades” through the environment. 

For example, forests and grasslands have a high ability to “soak up” excess nitrogen and slow down its movement from the land to the rivers and the seas. Planting more forests and encouraging more grasslands in some areas of the globe might help. 

Improving “precision agriculture” so that less fertilizer is wasted should be another option. Producing livestock in the regions where most of their feed comes from could also reap benefits. 

Large number of farm animals in Europe are fed on soya, produced in North America and Latin America. Raising the animals in the soya growing regions could reduce the exports of nitrogen to regions like the European Union where nitrogen excess is an issue. 

Other actions include more widespread use of technologies that remove nitrogen compounds from vehicles fumes alongside the wider uptake of alternative energy sources that are not based on burning fossil fuels. 

Better treatment of sewage, both by high-tech systems, such as water treatment, works and low-tech systems, such as wetlands and reed bed networks, will not only reduce nutrient discharges to coastal waters, but will help the world meet the water and sanitation aims in the Millennium Development Goals. UNIC/UNEP 
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Europa Press

La sede de la ONU en Nueva York comienza a ofrecer café de comercio justo en sus cafeterías y tiendas
Lunes, 26 de Abril de 2004, 5h42 
Fuente: Europa Press


MADRID, 26 (EUROPA PRESS)

El café procedente de plantaciones sostenibles y gestionadas según los principios de comercio justo se está ofreciendo ya en todas cafeterías y comercios de las oficinas de Naciones Unidas en Nueva York, según informa la organización ecologista estadounidense Rainforest Alliance.

Este café está certificado por Rainforest, de manera que se asegura su procedencia de plantaciones donde los trabajadores y el Medio Ambiente son respetados. El proveedor con el que trabajan es Java City, un comerciante especialista tanto en venta al por mayor como al por menor de café torrefacto.

El certificado de Rainforest garantiza que en estas plantaciones las tierras se conservan, los bosques tropicales se protegen y replantan continuamente, los ríos y las formas de vida clave para la conservación del hábitat son respetados. Las medidas sociales incluyen los salarios justos de los agricultores, viviendas decentes y acceso a educación y servicios sanitarios. En cambio, en las plantaciones de café convencionales, los cultivos suelen agotar los acuíferos y amenazar la supervivencia de especies de la fauna y flora local.

Según el director de la sede del Programa de la ONU para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA) en Nueva York, Adnan Amin, en los últimos 20 años la situación en las plantaciones no ha hecho más que empeorar debido al uso de productos químicos que "han tenido un impacto muy negativo en nuestra salud, en nuestros hijos y en el Medio Ambiente". La certificación de Rainforest "añade valor a estos pequeños agricultores que son los que realmente están haciendo un servicio a la comunidad internacional", indicó Amin.

Por su parte, el ex presidente del PNUMA para América del Norte y miembro del consejo de Rainforest Alliance, Noel Brown, destacó la importancia del movimiento de Naciones Unidas, afirmando que "cuando se sirve una café en la ONU, se está sirviendo al mundo".

El café es el segundo producto más comercializado en el mundo tras el aceite, y está sujeto al continuo cambio en los precios y las agitaciones de la economía. En su cultivo, producción y distribución trabajan más de 25 millones de personas a los largo del mundo, pero es precisamente este exceso de producción ha causado la caída en picado en los precios, lo que deriva en pobreza y empeoramiento de la calidad de vida de los trabajadores.

Por otra parte, el director del Programa de la ONU para el Desarrollo (PNUD) en Ecuador, Sean Southey, consideró que esta iniciativa es esencial para establecer relaciones entre conservación de la biodiversidad y reducción de la pobreza. También señaló que "comprando este café procedente de fuentes sostenibles se asegura el Medio Ambiente y se apoya a los agricultores de café".

La demanda de café sostenible está creciendo, a la vez que se está imponiendo lentamente el cuidado mediomabiental de las zonas tropicales, en oposición al mercado tradicional del café en el que es común la tala indiscriminada de árboles y el uso incontrolado de pesticidas y otros productos que están causando estragos en los ecosistemas tropicales.

Las prácticas sostenibles incluyen un aumento del trabajo manual, el control de pesticidas y la implantación de tecnologías que cuiden los ecosistemas locales.

 ___ 

Mural.Com

Carece México de registro de residuos 
	


De acuerdo a datos de la Secretaría del Medio Ambiente, existen en el País 100 mil industrias que emiten residuos peligrosos
Por Benito Jiménez
Grupo Reforma
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Cd de México, México (26 abril 2004).- Organismos internacionales recomendaron al Gobierno federal establecer como obligatorio que las industrias reporten sus emisiones contaminantes al agua, suelo y aire.

Paul Miller, director de la Comisión para la Cooperación Ambiental de América del Norte (CCA), dijo en entrevista que el Registro de Emisiones y Transferencias Contaminantes encuentra una mayor efectividad en la obligatoriedad. 

En el marco de la Conferencia Internacional sobre Registros de Emisiones y Transferencias Contaminantes celebrada en la Ciudad de México, Miller dijo que con la obligatoriedad, establecida en la ley, se podría contar con una base de datos sobre sustancias contaminantes más completa en América del Norte.

De acuerdo a datos de la Secretaría del Medio Ambiente, existen en el País 100 mil industrias que emiten residuos peligrosos, pero sólo alrededor de 27 mil lo manifiestan ante las autoridades.

"La Comisión para la Cooperación Ambiental tiene una preocupación en los datos del Registro de Emisiones y es un derecho saber qué tipos de contaminantes existen en el aire, suelo y agua. Aunque la información en cada país es diferente, el acceso a la información debe ser igual a través de México, Estados Unidos y Canadá", expresó Paul Miller.

El especialista recordó que existe un compromiso entre los 3 gobiernos sobre las resoluciones que emite la CCA.

"Para ello la Comisión apoya los viajes de los funcionarios mexicanos a Estados Unidos y Canadá, para que hablen con sus colegas de los gobiernos y aprendan los procesos de cómo informar sobre los contaminantes. El Registro de Emisiones debe dar acceso al público sobre todas las fuentes de contaminación", expresó.

Durante la Conferencia, organizada por el Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente, países latinoamericanos que aún están comenzando a dar sus primeros pasos sobre el registro de emisiones se mostraron interesados en los apoyos que otorga la CCA para este tipo de proyectos.

En México, el proyecto del Registro se impulsa desde hace 10 años y pese a que la Cámara de Diputados ordenó transparentar la base de datos de las emisiones contaminantes a través de la Ley ambiental, su reglamento aún espera la firma del Presidente Vicente Fox.

En tanto, la Procuraduría Federal de Protección al Ambiente tiene identificadas 39 mil 540 fuentes contaminantes, en 31 ramos industriales, que no están obligadas a informar sobre las características, volumen y daño de todas las sustancias tóxicas que emiten.

Actualmente, la Secretaría del Medio Ambiente sólo hace pública la información de contaminantes atmosféricos, y omite el proceso de generación, manejo y transferencia de residuos peligrosos, pues las empresas no están obligadas a emitir esos datos.

La Secretaría del Medio Ambiente y Recursos Naturales ha insistido que el reglamento está orientado a ser declarativo para que cada empresa informe de manera voluntaria sobre sus contaminantes.

Sin embargo, de entrar en operación este mes, como así confía la dependencia, la industria podría incurrir en una serie de sanciones por no informar en tiempo y en forma.

Jim Willis, Director del Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA) en productos químicos, explicó que los elementos clave del éxito de los Registros de Emisiones en otros países, son el derecho a la información y conocer las descargas directas en el medio ambiente.

"Los Registros deberían en primer lugar, ser diseñados para satisfacer las necesidades nacionales... si no se les da una prioridad política para su funcionamiento, su progreso podría ser limitado", explicó en un documento expuesto durante la Conferencia.

Jorge Ocaña, representante del Instituto de las Naciones Unidas para Formación Profesional e Investigaciones (UNITAR por sus siglas en inglés) consideró que con o sin obligatoriedad es importante que las industrias reporten.


_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

China Daily 

Sandstorms a Concern for Northeast Asia 
A force 10 windstorm swept Shizuishan, in northwest China's Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region early Sunday. The sand it whipped through the air made visibility in the city drop dramatically and many residents were forced to stay in their homes. The sandstorm did not lift until late afternoon.

Sandstorms also hit parts of north China's Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region.
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This is the 11th time this year that northern China has been hit by such storms. 

Having suffered from dust and sandstorms for years, northeast Asian countries have proposed a master plan for sandstorm control and prevention to be in place by the year's end. 

Since 2002, the four northeast Asian countries--China, Japan, South Korea and Mongolia--have worked together with four international organizations--the Asian Development Bank (ADB), UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), UN Environment Program and UN Convention to Combat Desertification--to initiate a project to combat dust and sandstorms in northeast Asia. 

"Due to the severity of sandstorms in this region, it is impossible for an individual country to handle the problem. Prevention of sandstorms with regional monitoring and early warning must be a cooperative effort," said Mohammad Aslam Khan, a UN scientist who is participating in the ESCAP 60th Session, which is being held in Shanghai from April 22 to 28. 

Khan said that ESCAP has sent a group of experts from China and Mongolia to conduct a demonstration program, the findings of which will be submitted as part of the master plan. Organizers hope to acquire financial support from international organizations to implement the plan. 

UN statistics show the most severe sandstorm in decades took place in April 2002. It swept across Mongolia and hit 18 provinces in China, the Korean Peninsula and a large area of Japan. 

Mongolia had to close its international airport in Ulanbator for three days, and South Korea had to close primary schools and cancel more than 40 flights departing from Kimpo International Airport in Seoul. 

In the same year, the four northeast Asian countries and the four international organizations held a conference to discuss solutions to the problem. As a result, the ADB, the Japan Special Fund and the Global Environment Fund together have contributed US$100,000 to conduct sandstorm control work in the region. 

Last year, representatives from China, Japan, North and South Korea, and Mongolia met in Beijing. Participants agreed that sandstorms are caused not only by natural forces, but also by excessive exploitation and herding. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Heartland Institute

Requiem for the Kyoto Protocol
How the Global Warming Treaty Fell Victim to Science and Economics
Written By: S. Fred Singer
Published In: Environment News
Publication Date: May 1, 2004
Publisher: The Heartland Institute



It may not be a household word, but by now the Kyoto Protocol has become a well-known political slogan. President George W. Bush has called it "fundamentally flawed," while some environmentalists in America and Europe have said it is essential for saving the Earth's climate and the future of humanity itself.

The Kyoto Protocol is a treaty intended to ration the use of energy to address the concerns of those who believe we face a global warming catastrophe. These worriers include not only environmental groups and anti-capitalist radicals, but also a surprising number of mainstream technocrats throughout the West.

But the facts have always made it clear Kyoto would be outrageously costly and completely ineffective as designed, and it would not noticeably influence the climate. More importantly, in light of recent developments, the treaty is essentially defunct. Now may be the ideal moment to reexamine the origins and shortcomings of the Kyoto Protocol, and to learn its lessons before future global warming treaties repeat its mistakes.

A Treaty on Shaky Ground 

The Kyoto Protocol, adopted in 1997, insists on lowering global greenhouse gas emissions in the hope of reaching stabilization at some level, preferably one that is not too high. The basic requirement of the protocol is that industrialized nations (and only industrialized nations) reduce emissions of greenhouse gases to a level 5 percent below emissions in 1990 by the period 2008-2012.

But this requirement does nothing to stabilize the atmospheric concentration of greenhouse gases. At best, Kyoto would merely slow somewhat the rate of rise, which by the year 2020 will be largely determined by emissions from major developing countries like China, India, Brazil, and Mexico--none of which is covered by the accord.

The protocol's main emphasis is on carbon dioxide produced by burning fossil fuels. By contrast, the powerful greenhouse gas methane is barely mentioned--perhaps because its main sources, while human-related, are "natural": rice agriculture and cattle-raising. The protocol does not mention other factors that affect the climate, such as sulfate aerosols from coal-fired power plants, soot from diesel engines, and smoke from the burning of biomass (mostly in developing countries).

The Kyoto Protocol, therefore, would have practically no impact on global temperatures. Even if scrupulously adhered to, it would reduce the calculated temperature rise by 0.05 degrees Celsius at most--an amount so insignificant it can hardly be measured.

When confronted with that little-publicized fact, supporters of the protocol admit Kyoto is intended only as a first step, and that greenhouse gases will someday have to be further reduced by between 60 and 80 percent of 1990 emission levels. This fact, too, has not been much publicized by Kyoto's supporters, and with good reason: Such drastic reductions would cripple the global economy.

Questionable Science 

To understand the flaws of the Kyoto Protocol, it is necessary to look first at the climate science that allegedly provides a rationale for its provisions.

The groundwork for Kyoto was laid by a series of studies conducted by a United Nations-appointed group, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). Its first report was issued in 1990 and suggested that if the concentration of greenhouse gases were to double, a global warming of between 1.5 and 4.5 degrees Celsius would follow. Those numbers were based on crude climate models whose validity had never been tested by observations--and even today, there remains no validation for the climate models that are at the heart of most claims of climate catastrophe.

The IPCC maintained, however, that the model results were "broadly consistent" with observations. This claim referred to a warming trend that had begun in the late nineteenth century and continued until about 1940. That trend actually had little to do with greenhouse effects but seems to have been simply a natural fluctuation of the climate, a recovery from the preceding "Little Ice Age."

Driving this point home, the global climate cooled after 1940 until about 1975--in spite of the copious emission of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases in the industrial boom years after World War II. By the 1970s, the persistent cooling trend had become a hot topic, so to speak. Magazines and books fretted about a coming Ice Age, and the federal government supported studies that calculated the economic disasters expected from a colder climate.

That cooling presented an embarrassment for climate models that could explain only greenhouse warming. In response, the IPCC added a cooling factor to its models of the atmosphere, consisting of tiny aerosol particles produced by the emission of sulfur dioxide from electric power plants. The second IPCC report, published in 1995, invoked the "sulfate-aerosol effect" and produced the memorable but essentially meaningless phrase that "the balance of evidence suggests a discernible human influence on global climate."

The sulfate aerosol "fix" proved to be in conflict with real-life observations, so it was swept under the rug in the third IPCC report, issued in 2001. It turns out these supposedly cooling aerosols are produced mainly in the northern hemisphere, where industrial activity is highest. Therefore, if the models are correct, the northern hemisphere would presumably warm more slowly than the southern hemisphere--that is, the sulfates would shield the northern hemisphere from more sunlight, reduce incoming energy, and thereby offset part of the calculated greenhouse warming. But observations show exactly the opposite. The highest rate of warming in the past 25 years has occurred at northern mid-latitudes.

An even more serious embarrassment to the IPCC claim is the fact that the global atmosphere has not warmed appreciably in the last quarter-century. The IPCC climate models very specifically call for the atmosphere to warm faster than the surface as a result of the greenhouse effect. The warming rate is supposed to increase with the altitude up to about five miles. But data from weather satellites and weather balloons show no significant rise in the global mean temperature of the atmosphere, in stark contradiction to the climate models.

Despite the paucity of proof for past climate claims, the third IPCC report said "new evidence" makes it likely "most of the warming observed over the last 50 years" comes from the human production of greenhouse gases. This "new evidence" is based on a single analysis of "proxy" data (that is, data that do not come from thermometers but rather from sources like tree rings, ice cores, corals, and ocean and lake sediments) showing the twentieth century to be the warmest in the past thousand years. Not only does this analysis conflict with other published analyses of proxy data, but it was also exploded in a re-analysis published in 2003, which showed the IPCC claim was the result of a gross mishandling of the underlying data. If the dispute is settled in favor of the re-analysis--as seems likely--the IPCC claim of a "human influence on global climate" will be severely damaged.

The response of global warming theorists to these contrary findings has been twofold: One strategy has been to attack and attempt to discredit both the satellite data and the re-analysis of the proxy data; the other has been simply to ignore any contrary evidence. They make repeated references to the "warming of the past 25 years" but never mention the total lack of warming evidenced in both satellite and balloon observations.

To ensure the disparities do not get publicized, environmental lobbying groups (and their allies in politics and the media) generally refer to the science as "settled." They refer to the "scientific consensus" of the 2,000 or so scientists connected to the IPCC, even though probably no more than 100 of those are true climate specialists; many are actually social scientists and government functionaries, and the list includes some skeptics of global warming who have expressed doubts about the IPCC's conclusions.

Dead on Arrival 

Even before the protocol was adopted, it became clear it would include strict targets and tight timetables for reducing emissions in the industrialized world, with pernicious economic consequences for the United States.

In response, the Senate preemptively and unanimously passed the Byrd-Hagel Resolution in June 1997, which expressed the body's opposition to any attempt to impose strictures that would exempt developing nations and "result in serious harm to the economy of the United States." (The United States would have had to reduce greenhouse gases to a level 7 percent lower than they were in 1990--which by 2012 would amount to a cut of roughly 40 percent.)

And so, even though the Kyoto Protocol was adopted in December 1997 and the Clinton administration signed onto it in 1998, the White House never submitted it to the Senate for ratification, knowing it would be dead on arrival.

Even without American accession to the protocol, Kyoto-related meetings continued: in Buenos Aires in 1998, in Bonn in 1999, and finally, in The Hague in 2000. These annual two-week conferences came to involve some 180 national delegations, with many smaller committee meetings in between.

In addition to those delegations, a permanent bureaucracy had been established, headquartered in Bonn, with offices also in Geneva and Nairobi, where the U.N. Environmental Program (UNEP) is located. Counting all of the scientists, economists, and policy experts who contributed to the IPCC reports, the effort now employs thousands of people, mostly in the U.S. and Europe.

By the summer of 2000, almost all the European countries had ratified the protocol, but the United States, Russia, Japan, Australia, and a number of Eastern European nations had not. Since the protocol could not go into effect until 55 percent of all industrial nations contributing at least 55 percent of emissions had ratified it, there was great pressure on the United States to do so. All this came to a head in The Hague in November 2000.

The U.S. delegation, handpicked by the Clinton-Gore White House, wanted very much to achieve a compromise with the Europeans that might make ratification by the Senate possible. The compromise would involve "emission trading" among nations that faced different costs of compliance, as a means of lowering the overall cost. The EU opposed it, although Europe had granted to itself the option of emission trading among European nations.

This so-called European "bubble" allowed the EU to set specific reduction quotas for each country. Some European countries were even permitted to raise their emissions over the 1990 levels, since they were still in a developing stage. Others, like Germany and Britain, took it upon themselves to take larger cuts, up to 25 percent.

While this sounds like a very large reduction in emissions, it must be recognized that the choice of 1990 as the base year made it relatively easy for Germany and Britain to meet these targets. Germany had just completed its reunification and was shutting down the former East Germany's highly inefficient industries. Britain had started to substitute North Sea natural gas for coal in its power plants, which drastically reduced the country's carbon dioxide emissions.

The sessions in The Hague were highly dramatic, and the conference had to be adjourned without an agreement. Had Europe compromised and permitted emission trading, as requested by the U.S., an agreement might have been possible. But western European nations, especially France, wanted to see the U.S. make painful cuts in its use of energy rather than permit the purchase of unused emission permits from Russia.

Meetings in Morocco in 2001 finally resulted in an emission-trading compromise that persuaded Japan to ratify the Kyoto Protocol. The compromise also seemed at first to appease Russia. In September 2003, however, Moscow decided the protocol was "scientifically flawed," and that Russia would likely not ratify it.

Kyoto Is Dead, Long Live Kyoto 

For a short while, there was talk among the Europeans that they might simply pursue Kyoto unilaterally--even without the United States and Russia. They are still stewing over it, with some public disagreement between the EU commissioners for energy and for the environment.

There were similar calls in Washington to institute a Kyoto-like regime unilaterally. In the U.S. Senate, John McCain (R-Arizona) and Joe Lieberman (D-Connecticut) introduced a bill to do just that: a unilateral reduction of carbon dioxide emissions over time, albeit with the possibility of emission trading and credits for carbon dioxide "sinks," like planting trees. The "McLieberman bill" (as it came to be called) failed to pass in November 2003, with senators voting mainly along party lines.

What, then, is the future of the Kyoto Protocol itself? Without Russian participation, it is unlikely the 55 percent threshold can be reached. The Kyoto Protocol, it seems, is dead.

But the concept of Kyoto may not yet be dead. Over the past 12 years, an impressive set of stakeholders has been built up: international bureaucrats and national bureaucracies; industries that build, sell, and operate wind energy and solar energy technologies; and a multitude of non-governmental organizations that make their living from climate scares.

It remains possible that a "son of Kyoto" treaty will someday follow in the footsteps of the now-defunct protocol. It would probably sound tougher than the original, perhaps requiring a 25 percent reduction with respect to 1990 emission levels, rather than 5 percent. But instead of carrying a target date of 2008-2012, the next-generation Kyoto might hold off until perhaps 2040-2050--well beyond the terms of office of current politicians. While the new Kyoto would at least pay lip service to the obligations of developing nations, it would probably not require them to reduce emissions.

Rational Environmentalism 

The first and most important step toward a more sober environmental policy has to involve the underlying science. The assumptions of the global warming models must be publicly, repeatedly, and systematically critiqued, and when they do not stand up to scrutiny, these assumptions and policies must be rejected by the United States government outright.

The second step will need to be based in economics. Economists must offer convincing demonstrations of what is already apparent from the data: that modest warming correlates with increased GNP, higher average income, and enhanced living standards across the globe; and that carbon dioxide, rather than being a pollutant, benefits the growth of agricultural crops and forests. Economists must also demonstrate that control of carbon dioxide imposes huge economic penalties, particularly on lower-income groups. This is a matter of making the facts known.

Some years from now a future generation, having survived real threats--like international terrorism or weapons of mass destruction--may look back on this episode in human history as a passing aberration that gripped much of the Western world.

By then, fossil fuels may be mostly depleted, the cost of energy may be held in bounds only through massive investments in nuclear power or yet unforeseen technologies, and the chief worry may be that of a coming ice age still looming as our mild interglacial period draws to a close.



S. Fred Singer is professor emeritus of environmental sciences at the University of Vir
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Global warming may destroy over 3 mn British homes
Asian News International
London, April 25
More than three million homes in Britain could get flooded because of global warming by the year 2080.

The cost of water damage would rise from 1 billion dollars a year to 21 billion dollars by 2080 and the number of homes at risk of river and coastal flooding would leap from 1.6 million to 3.6 million, said a report in the Mirror.

People's health could also be at risk from sewage pollution as Victorian drainage systems in the city would crumble under the pressure of persistent and heavy downpours.

Following the report, scientific advisors in Britain are urging the government to take immediate action and step up efforts to reduce the levels of lethal greenhouse gases that are behind disastrous climate changes resulting in more storms, floods, droughts and heat waves.

Flood protection should be doubled to at least one billion dollars every year the report said. It also said that there must be more stringent controls on building new homes in flood plains.

Areas along the East Coast, Yorkshire, Lancashire and the South West are being said to be at maximum risk of flooding.

Sir David King, the Chief Scientific Adviser said, "The scenarios in this report may seem a long way off, but the challenge of increased flood risk needs to be considered now, we need to face up to new potential risks and challenges."

The floods in 2000, caused by rivers overflowing after weeks of heavy rain, had resulted in 10,000 homes being washed away. Extensive burning of fossil fuels has been cited as one of the biggest reasons for global warming by the report.

Bottom of Form
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BBC

UK group to prod climate process 
By Alex Kirby 
BBC News Online environment correspondent 


Environment campaigners have set up an organisation to work for faster progress on tackling global warming. 
The Climate Group, to be launched by Tony Blair, aims to build links between governments, business and industry. 

The goals of the group, a charity, include "to catalyse a new political momentum on climate change". 

The international climate treaty, the Kyoto Protocol, cannot come into force until Russia - one of the world's main polluters - agrees to ratify it. 

The Climate Group says it is non-partisan and independent. 

It was founded by the Rockefeller Brothers Fund and is headed by Dr Steve Howard, formerly of the UK branch of the Worldwide Fund for Nature. 

No waiting 
It says it exists to "act as a dynamic conduit to bring major reducers of carbon dioxide together and to spread best practice on reductions of greenhouse gas emissions throughout the world's governments (national and federal); cities; global business and other interested groups". 

The group says its mission is "to promote the acceleration of greenhouse gas emission reductions globally." It says it has not been set up to fill the vacuum created by the long stalemate over the Kyoto Protocol. 

The US has refused to ratify it, and without ratification by Russia, one of the world's other main polluters, the treaty cannot enter into force. 

This leaves the international efforts to tackle climate change in limbo. The Climate Group told BBC News Online: "What we're doing parallels Kyoto. We're showing there's a real need to get on with something, and no need to wait for the protocol to be ratified. 

"We can start now to show that the world can reduce emissions effectively and economically." 

Joining Mr Blair at the launch will be the UK government's chief scientific adviser, Sir David King. 

UK record 
Last month he said climate change "is the most severe problem we are facing today, more serious even than the threat of terrorism". 

ON THIN ICE 

Other speakers include Sir John Bond, chairman of the HSBC bank, and Karen de Segundo, who heads Shell Renewables. 

The group's aim of promoting best practice among those with an interest in saving money by cutting emissions makes good sense. 

What will be much harder will be to build up the political momentum which it recognises is essential. 

Many European Union governments are struggling to meet their Kyoto commitments. And Mr Blair himself - who will neither take questions nor give interviews at the launch - is unlikely to dwell on the UK's negligible achievements in curbing emissions from transport, especially aviation. 

 ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Reuters

UN wants to end confusion about Chernobyl


VIENNA - Although the world may never know the full impact of the world's worst nuclear disaster, the United Nations nuclear agency wants to put an end to the confusion for millions of victims of the Chernobyl accident. 

The disaster occurred 18 years ago, at 1:24 a.m. on April 26, 1986, when an explosion at Reactor 4 of the Ukrainian power plant spewed a cloud of radioactivity across Europe and the Soviet Union. 

Around 30 people died from radiation exposure after the accident, nearly 2,000 children later developed thyroid cancer and thousands of other fatal illnesses have been blamed on it. More than 100,000 people were resettled, causing physical, economic and psychological hardship. 

Among the millions of people whose lives were affected by the disaster, thousands may have developed cancer and died as a result. But poor records and corruption have prevented the accurate registration of the workers who helped put out the fire and entomb the smouldering nuclear plant in 1986. 

"We have an epistemological problem," said Abel Gonzalez, head of radiation and waste safety at the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). 

"In Chernobyl, you can say that the only concrete sick persons that you can (identify) are the (1,800) children who got thyroid cancer and the workers who were over-exposed. All the rest, we don't know." 

Not only is there a limit to the ability of the nuclear experts to understand the full impact of Chernobyl, but contradictory studies and statements about the disaster have confused the millions of people whose lives were affected by it. 

"People living in the affected villages are very distressed because the information they receive - from one expert after another turning up there - is inconsistent. People living there are afraid for their children," Gonzalez explained. 

Over the years, wildly varying reports have put the Chernobyl death toll as high as 15,000. 

For this reason, the IAEA has established the Chernobyl forum, whose task will be to give "authoritative, transparent statements that show the factual situation in the aftermath of Chernobyl," said Gonzalez, who represents the IAEA on the forum. 

The forum will bring together Ukraine, Russia and Belarus, the IAEA and all other U.N. organisations involved in Chernobyl. It will review all the studies and statements on Chernobyl, filter out the good, throw out the bad and present a clear summary to next year's U.N. General Assembly. 

REGISTRATION WAS DISASTROUS 

A native of Argentina, Gonzalez is no stranger to the Chernobyl story. From 1989 to 1991, he headed a huge IAEA study of the health, environmental and radiological impact of the disaster on villages and towns in Russia, Belarus and Ukraine that suffered the worst contamination. 

He was always convinced that many cases of leukaemia would appear among the 600,000 so-called "liquidators" who worked frantically in the spring of 1986 to put out the fire in the molten reactor and entomb the plant in a concrete sarcophagus. 

"I was personally convinced that leukaemia in the workers - the liquidators - would be detected. But until now it has not appeared," he said. 

Gonzalez said that this may be because some of the people who were granted the status of "liquidator", which gave them free public transport and other perks, never actually worked at Chernobyl but got liquidator cards through contacts. 

"I saw this with my own eyes," he said. "Someone with the liquidator card who never worked there." 

As a result the liquidator register is almost useless. 

"If proper registration had been done, probably you would have seen some leukaemia in workers. But the registration is such a disaster that it will be very, very difficult," he said. 

Because of this, the question of how many people have died as a result of the accident may never be properly answered. 

"It is an issue that is impossible to settle because there are two different types of deaths - the deaths that you can check that they happened and the ones you can only imagine." 

BLAMING CHERNOBYL 

The Soviet Union's misinformation and overall mismanagement of the disaster resulted in a tendency of victims to attribute all kinds of illnesses to Chernobyl which may have nothing to do with it. 

"A woman brings her baby sick with leukaemia and says it is caused by Chernobyl. How do you explain to her that if Chernobyl had never happened her child might still have leukaemia?" 

According to a 1996 article by Atomic Energy Insights, around 200,000 women aborted foetuses due to unfounded fears that the children would have birth defects. 

Gonzalez said he was not undermining the seriousness of the disaster - merely pointing out that the ability to clearly identify illnesses caused by Chernobyl is severely limited. 

"I don't want to undermine that this was a catastrophe," he said. 

The IAEA has often said that the Chernobyl changed the way the world looks at nuclear power. Unknown before April 1986, when newspapers first carried front-page headlines about the accident, Chernobyl is now a household word and the biggest public relations problem for supporters of atomic energy. 

IAEA chief Mohamed ElBaradei said that it was an important milestone for the United Nations nuclear watchdog. 

"Chernobyl was a tragic but important turning point for the IAEA," said ElBaradei. "It prompted us to focus unprecedented energies and resources to help the affected people and ensure that such a serious accident would never happen again." 

What is clear, ElBaradei said, is that it "had a disastrous impact on life, health and the environment in Ukraine, Belarus and Russia and prompted fear and concerns in other nations of the world about the effects of radiation." 

Story by Louis Charbonneau 

Story Date: 27/4/2004

ENS

Living With Chernobyl 18 Years Later 

KIEV, Ukraine, April 26, 2004 (ENS) - On the night of April 25 to 26, 1986, an explosion and fire at the Chernobyl Reactor Four unleashed the greatest industrial disaster in the history of humankind, releasing 1,000 times more radiation than maximum permissible by law. Today Chernobyl survivors plan to participate in a national solidarity demonstration to mark the eighteenth anniversary of the explosion that ruined their lives. 

The demonstration is necessary says Yuri Andreev, president of a two year old nonprofit organization the Union Chernobyl of Ukraine, because the newly adopted state budget does not guarantee even elementary survival for Chernobyl victims. Andreev told the Pravda news organization that the Ukrainian government has provided only US$2.50 for ambulatory treatment of one victim of the tragedy. 

The Union Chernobyl of Ukraine was formed two years ago in an attempt to help the people who have suffered as a result of the Chernobyl catastrophe. 

[image: image7.jpg]


Children living in the contaminated area left by the Chernobyl disaster. (Photo by Elisabeth Zeiler courtesy IAEA)
In the Kirovograd area live 17,700 people who have been damaged by the Chernobyl disaster. The Union Chernobyl of Ukraine says there are 1,127 invalids who are sick due to Chernobyl, and also 5,034 children living in the area who have been harmed by the catastrophe. The organization counts 126 children who have become invalids, and 196 who are now orphans as a result of Chernobyl. 

A nonprofit organization, the Union Chernobyl of Ukraine is appealing to all people of good will for charitable help - financial assistance, food, medicine, and clothing. Contact: str. Motokrosnaya 24, 25004, Ukraine, Kirovograd, Tel: +380.522.245286 

The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) says that today, 18 years after the Chernobyl accident, survivors in the region still live with wildly varying reports about what impact the accident will have on their families’ future health and the environment. At a forum hosted by the UN nuclear agency in March, IAEA Director of Radiation and Waste Safety Abel González, said conflicting information has caused tremendous confusion and suffering. 

"People living in the affected villages are very distressed because the information they receive - from one expert after another turning up there - is inconsistent. People living there are afraid for their children," he said. 

At the forum's meeting in Vienna, initial reports were presented by expert groups for health led by the World Health Organization and the environment led by the IAEA. It is expected the forum will issue its findings at an international conference to be held in 2005 or 2006. 

The forum will also advise on, and help to implement, programs that mitigate the accident's impact. They could include remediation of contaminated land, special health care of the affected population, monitoring long-term human exposure to radiation, environmental aspects of decommissioning the Chernobyl nuclear reactor and the shelter, and addressing environmental issues related to radioactive waste from the accident. 

[image: image8.jpg]


"Fire Fighting," painted by Pavel Zharko age nine, is part of The Chernobyl Disaster, an exhibition of paintings by school children from Kiev. (Photo courtesy IAEA)
In the early hours of April 26, 1986, Reactor Four began to fail. Seven seconds after the operators activated the 20 second shut down system, there was a power surge. The explosions that followed were so powerful that they blew the 1,000 ton cover off the top of the reactor. Design flaws in the power plant's cooling system are thought to have caused an uncontrollable power surge that led to Chernobyl's destruction. 

Declassified messages of the State Security Committee of the Ukrainian SSR say that on that night the plant operators conducted turbogenerator tests for the first time at a running nuclear plant "without official coordination with the design organization" and there were numerous violations of regulations by plant staff. 

In addition to the reactor’s immediate surroundings – an area with a radius of about 30 kilometers – other regions in northern Ukraine, southeastern Belarus and along the border area between Russia and Belarus were contaminated. 

International estimates indicate that between 125,000 and 146,000 square kilometers in Belarus, Russia and Ukraine are contaminated with cesium-137 at levels exceeding 1 curie (Ci), an area greater than that of the neighboring countries of Latvia and Lithuania combined. 

At the time of the accident, about seven million people lived in the contaminated areas, including three million children. About 350,400 people were resettled or have left these areas. However, about 5.5 million people, including more than a million children, still live in the contaminated zones. 

[image: image9.jpg]


Chernobyl's Reactor Four today, surrounded by a concrete shell. (Photo by Vadim Mouchkin courtesy IAEA)
Closed on December 15, 2000, the Chernobyl reactor still threatens the environment. To keep radioactive dust within, a concrete shell was built over the reactor by remote control when radioactivity was high. 

Its guaranteed life ends in 2006, and the shell, known as a sarcophagus, has now deteriorated. The walls are showing cracks and the ceiling is sagging. 

To convert the shelter into an ecologically safe facility, a new shelter has been designed with a life of 100 years. It will be built near the damaged reactor and then moved in over the first one at an estimated cost of US$758 million. 

The job is being financed by the international Chernobyl Ukrytiye [Shelter] fund which will contribute $708 million, and the government of Ukraine, which is committed to spending $50 million. The project is being handled by the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development. 
___________________________________________________________

ENS

Bush Highlights Volunteers' Role in Environmental Protection 
NAPLES, Florida, April 26, 2004 (ENS) - President George W. Bush defended his environmental record this weekend and stressed the importance of volunteer conservation to his environmental policy. Bush told a Florida audience it is "really important for those of us in positions of responsibility to remind people that you cannot have good environmental stewardship if you rely solely on the federal government." 

The federal government can help, Bush said in his speech Friday, "but we are the land of the mighty lawsuit." 

"The best way to get things done is to be a helper and encourage people," Bush said. 

The President, joined by his brother - Florida Republican Governor Jeb Bush - spoke Friday at the Rookery Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve, a 110,000 acre mangrove estuary located on the gulf coast of Florida adjacent to the Everglades. 

Bush, who helped volunteers clear an invasive plant that threatens the reserve, called the area "a little slice of heaven." 

Environmentalists saw more than a little irony in the President's choice of venues for his renewed defense of his environmental record and noted that volunteers, although critical to conservation, cannot enforce federal laws. [image: image10.jpg]



President Bush used Earth Day to try and shore up support for his environmental policies. (Photo courtesy White House)
Three conservation groups filed a lawsuit Thursday challenging approval by the Bush administration's decision to approve Florida's request to remove 161 Florida waters from its required pollution clean-up list. 

The waters removed from the list include 97 that are contaminated with mercury, the organizations say, a pollutant that is harming Rookery Bay. 

"Fish in Rookery Bay are contaminated with mercury, posing a threat to the health of anyone who eats them," said Linda Young, southeast regional director for the Clean Water Network. "The state of Florida had done nothing to clean up the mercury, and EPA, which is required by law to step in when states shirk their duties, is sitting on its hands." 

All of Florida's coastal waters and more than 100 of its rivers, streams, and lakes are under fish consumption advisories for mercury. 

Bush's Florida speech came in the wake of a week of vocal criticism by national environmental groups, activists and Democratic presidential challenger John Kerry, all of whom used the celebration of Earth Day to bash the Bush environmental record, which they contend is the worst of any U.S. president. 

But Bush, who spent much of Friday raising money for his reelection campaign, shrugged off such criticism. 

"I know there is a lot of politics when it comes to the environment," he said. "But what I like to do is focus on results." 

The President touted his support for the $8 billion cleanup of the Everglades and for buying out federal offshore oil and gas permits in Florida waters. 

"There is no ambiguity in my position on drilling off the coast of Florida," said Bush, whose campaign has tried to paint Kerry as soft on this issue. 

The President reiterated his new plan to restore, improve and protect some three million acres of wetlands over the next five years. 
Rookery Bay is a critical spot for shorebirds. (Photo courtesy NOAA)
"Across Florida, citizens understand that the wetlands are essential to a healthy, diverse environment and to the tourism and recreation that bring millions of visitors to your state every year," Bush said. "In other words, a good environment will help the tourism industry to continue to flourish." 

The Bush wetlands plan focuses on providing federal incentives and grants to private landowners to implement the wetlands strategy. The President pledged to offer incentives to farmers to stop cultivating areas that were once wetlands, to expand a federal coastal wetlands protection and restoration program and to support efforts to remove invasive species from suffering wetlands. 

"We have got to put programs in place that help Mother Nature," Bush said. "See, Mother Nature cannot do it itself. Mother Nature cannot retake the land unless there is a little help from us." 

Environmentalists are skeptical of the new Bush wetlands plan and contend his administration has shown a hostile attitude toward wetlands protection. 

"While this administration's stated commitment to no-net-loss of wetlands is encouraging, focusing only on wetland acres misses the point that maintaining wetland functions is equally important," said Julie Sibbing, wetlands policy specialist with the National Wildlife Federation. "The administration's current policies, including a directive removing protection from an estimated 20 million acres of wetlands under the Clean Water Act, virtually guarantee that our country will continue to lose both wetland function and acreage." 

Bush's defense of his environmental record carried through to his weekly radio address. The President used the address to praise his record on clean air, his cleanup of brownfields sites and his Healthy Forests plan. 

"In the past three decades, America has made great strides in honoring the ideal of conservation, and living by high standards of stewardship," Bush said in his address, released Saturday. "My administration's environmental efforts uphold that legacy. In the past four years, America's air, land, and water have all gotten cleaner." 

President George W. Bush talks with AmeriCorps volunteers. (Photo courtesy White House)
Critics of the President say he is misleading the public with such statements and taking credit for environmental improvements that have nothing to do with his policies. 

"George Bush is not telling the truth when he says 'America's air, land, and water have all gotten cleaner' on his watch," Kerry Campaign Chairwoman Jeanne Shaheen. "That is false." 

The Kerry campaign note that Bush has eased requirements and deadlines for many states to meet stricter federal smog standards and criticize his plan for reducing mercury emissions as too lax. 

Defenders of Wildlife Action Fund President Rodger Schlickeisen said Bush is the most "anti-conservation President this country has ever seen." 

"It is the height of hypocrisy for him to even suggest that his policies are beneficial to the environment," said Schlickeisen. 

As both Bush and Kerry scramble for the high ground on environmental issues, whether the environment will emerge as much an issue for voters in November is very much up for debate. 

This year's Gallup Environmental Earth Day poll, released this month, finds Americans worry less about environmental issues than they did before the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001. 

But the poll suggested that Bush's environmental image has suffered somewhat, in particular during the past two years. 

The data show a continued decline in the percentage of Americans saying that Bush is doing a good job of "protecting the nation's environment," with 46 percent of Americans saying the president is doing a "poor job" on environmental protection - compared to 41 percent who said he is doing a "good job."

 _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Niger River Basin summit adopts 'Paris Declaration' 

Paris, France (PANA) - The summit of the Niger Basin Authority  (ABN) underway here with seven African leaders in attendance adopted a 9-point declaration Monday outlining the "principles of proper management and good governance for a sustainable development of the Niger River Basin." In the declaration, ABN member states undertake to "facilitate rational management of water resources and ecosystems through improved distribution of water and a greater cooperation among the states." The document further stipulates that the Authority's executive secretariat "shall be informed of all projects member states intend to carry out within the Niger basin, in compliance with Article 4 of the revised convention on the creation of the ABN." It stated that "without such prior notification, any project or work likely to significantly affect the water regime would not be financed by any partner." It also insisted on "the need to carry out studies on environmental impact and socio-economic integration, to better fathom the stakes, constraints, repercussions and gains" of any project within the basin. "In a bid to step up their contribution, each signatory to this partnership framework undertakes to look for the best possible coordination with other development partners of the ABN," the declaration read. "Partners will strive to develop synergies among ongoing or future projects and programmes initiated by intergovernmental organizations," it indicated. The Paris Declaration enjoined donors to "back the ABN in its capacity-building process in a bid to enable it supervise projects in compliance with the resolutions of the extraordinary session of the ABN ministerial council held last 9 January in Yaounde (Cameroon)." The Declaration was endorsed by Presidents Mamadou Tandja  (Niger), Mathieu Kerekou (Benin), Blaise Compaore (Burkina Faso), Paul Biya (Cameroon), Amadou Toumani Toure (Mali), Olusegun Obasanjo (Nigeria), Idriss Deby (Chad), Prime Minister François Louceny Fall of Guinea and Ivorian minister of African Integration Theodore Mel Eg.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng040065&dte=26/04/2004
France pledges support for management of River Niger 

Paris, France (PANA) - French President Jacques Chirac pledged "full support" for the enterprise, as a two-day conference to push for international partnership in the management of the embattled Niger River Basin (NRB) opened here Monday. The 300.000 hectares currently available for commercial agriculture could be doubled or raised to 2.5 million hectares," Chirac noted at the opening ceremony attended by nine African leaders. He urged the nine NRB member countries to "regenerate vegetation on banks of the river through terrace farming along the river and its tributaries." The French President emphasized that the economic, social, and environmental stakes in the joint management of water resources within the basin were evidently within the purview of public policy, stressing that "it is the responsibility of governments to define and implement them." Chirac hailed the concerted management approach of the Niger River Basin Authority, saying it illustrates the spirit of the New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD), which advocates governance in the interest of all. Located in West Africa, the Niger (4.700km) is the third longest river on the continent after the Congo and Nile.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng040053&dte=26/04/2004
Lagos Goes Tough On 'Smoking' Vehicles

P.M. News (Lagos): The Lagos State Government, through its agency responsible for the environment, the Lagos State Environmental Protection Agency (LASEPA), has issued a warning to owners of 'smoking vehicles' to get them off the road or face prosecution. The General Manager of LASEPA, Engr. Debisi O. G. Adesina, handed out this warning last week while speaking to City Update on the plans of his agency at ensuring that Lagos becomes a safe place to live. Adesina said LASEPA is poised to control vehicular emission as well as emission from other incinerating equipment, including generating sets. He added that smoke from bad and not so bad vehicles and generating sets have caused untold hardship to Lagosians, "and the state government and LASEPA can not continue to watch while the atmosphere is polluted". He cautioned that the motive behind the clampdown on 'smoking vehicles' was not monetary, but born out of the desire "to make the environment conducive for our people." http://allafrica.com/stories/200404261065.html
Lagos Introduces New Waste Disposal Strategy

This Day (Lagos): Ahead of the June 2004 take-off date of new waste disposal strategy, the Lagos State Government took its campaign for popular participation in keeping the state clean to high density areas of Mushin, Itire and Idi Araba on Saturday. Deputy Governor urged people of these areas to support the private sector-driven waste management initiative by picking part of the bill. Noting that the cost of managing waste per house in Lagos State is estimated at N2, 000, stating that the state would pick N1, 500 of the bill while each house will pay a flat rate of N500 monthly. And to check fraud and financial sharp practices, Pedro said the government has reached an accord with banks to issue receipts for payments. He further stated that the penalty for non-compliance is heavy as culprits will face a mobile court with the possible imposition of a fine of up to N25, 000. While appealing to the people to desist from indiscriminate dumping of waste on medians, Pedro noted that the state would continue to use enlightenment as a key strategy to sensitize Lagosians on the need for environmental cleanliness.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200404260954.html
Elephants Destroy Dinosaur Footprint

Sunday Times (Johannesburg): A PROFESSOR who risked life and limb searching for dinosaur footprints in Zimbabwe has been told that a unique footprint discovered by himself and his colleagues was recently destroyed by a herd of elephants. University of KwaZulu-Natal palaeontologist Professor Theagarten Lingham-Soliar and Zimbabwean geologists Ait-Kaci Ahmed and Tim Broderick discovered the 150 million-year-old footprint of the Brachiosaurus in December 2001. The Brachiosaurus was the biggest plant-eating dinosaur on earth. It could grow as tall as 16m and weigh as much as 10 fully grown elephants. The footprint of the dinosaur's back left foot was found in the Chewore area of northern Zimbabwe. Broderick recently informed Lingham-Soliar that the footprint, the first to be discovered in sub-Saharan Africa, had been destroyed. Only three toes of the footprint remain. Lingham-Soliar said the irony was that the track of the largest extinct land animal was destroyed by its largest existing counterpart.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200404260622.html
Fairy Circles in Desert Leave Scientists Baffled

Sunday Times (Johannesburg): Four-year study into strange rings fails to find any new clues MYSTERY circles in the Richtersveld area of the Northern Cape and in Namibia have left scientists befuddled. Professor Gretel van Rooyen of the University of Pretoria's Department of Botany, who led a four-year study into the "fairy circles" - rings of sand between 2m and 15m in diameter which appear only in the desert areas of Southern Africa – said that her team had been unable to explain the phenomenon. The study, which also involved scientists from the Polytechnic of Namibia in Windhoek, has ruled out termite activity, fungus and radioactivity as possible causes. Human activity has also largely been discounted. The results have been published in the Journal of Arid Environments and reported in New Scientist. Van Rooyen said it was still anybody's guess how the circles – which are associated with crop circles - were made. http://allafrica.com/stories/200404260616.html
Uganda, to Export Chimps

New Vision (Kampala): THE Government will go ahead to send the three chimpanzees that have of recent generated a lot of controversy to China. The Minister of Tourism, Trade and industry, Edward Rugumayo, said that the chimps were "a gift to a friendly nation." Rugumayo was appearing before the Parliamentary committee of tourism, trade and industry chaired by Margaret Ateng-Otim (Women Lira). Rugumayo said people had misunderstood the motive behind the bilateral gesture to the people of China. He said China had contributed enormously to the development of Uganda. "We are going to send a team to China to see the future home of the chimps," he said.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200404260079.html___________________________________
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UN or UNEP in the news

‘Dead zones’ are big threat to fish stocks

ABS CBN News, Quezon City, Philippines, April 27, 2003 – Nearly 150 oxygen-starved areas or “dead zones” are in the world’s oceans and seas, a report by the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) shows. 

The “dead zones” are linked to an excess of nutrients, mainly nitrogen, that originate from agricultural fertilizers, vehicle and factory emissions and waste. Low levels of oxygen in the water make it difficult for fish, oysters and other marine creatures, as well as important habitats, such as sea grass beds, to survive. 

…This issue is raised in UNEP’s first Global Environment Outlook Year Book, which was launched to governments attending the Global Ministerial Environment Forum held in Jeju, Korea, in March. 
http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/NewsStory.aspx?section=Science&oid=49814 


ICMA Cautions Govt Against Signing POPs Agreement
The Financial Express (VIJAY TRIVEDI) - MUMBAI, APRIL 26, 2004 - The Indian Chemical Manufacturers Association (ICMA) has renewed its appeal to the government to dissociate itself from the international treaty on persistent organic pollutants (POPs).
…The POP treaty was taken up under the aegies of United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) during 1995. The governing council of UNEP had directed several international agencies to begin evaluating 12 substances - all man-made organic chemicals considered to be hazardous, persisting for long in the environment and capable of moving long distances.
http://www.financialexpress.com/fe_full_story.php?content_id=57845 
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General Environment News
Nation acts to stem radiation source thefts
Xinhuanet 2004-4-26, China Daily 2004-4-27
China is to launch a nationwide action to register all radiation sources and collect wasted ones to ensure the safe use of nuclear technology, said the national environmental watchdog Monday. This action followed eight radiation source thefts this year, which led to panic among local people and economic losses. Wang Yuqing, Vice Minister of the State Environmental Protection Administration (SEPA) of China, said SEPA, Ministry of Heath and the Ministry of Public Security will check the production, import and export, sales, storage and disposal of radiation sources, and collect those wasted ones. 

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-04/26/content_1441428.htm

Also in: http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2004-04/27/content_326502.htm
Sulfur dioxide and acid rain erode environment plan
China Daily 2004-04-27
According to the country's 10th Five-Year Plan for Environmental Protection (2001-2005), 279 sulfur dioxide (SO2) control projects would need to be constructed during the period, which would reduce SO2 discharges by more than 3 million tons a year. However, by 2003, only 61 projects had been completed and 72 were being built. Another 89 are in the initial design or feasibility study stages, while 57 have not been launched at all. In addition, due to the power supply shortage, the plan to shut down small coal-burning power generators by the end of last year was not fulfilled. In fact, some generators that had been shut down resumed operation. The State Environmental Protection Administration (SEPA) of China warned recently that the country's efforts to hold acid rain and SO2 might be a mission impossible if no further endeavor is to be taken. 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2004-04/27/content_326535.htm

ROE MEDIA UPDATE

UNEP or UN in the news

Environment related news

Le Figaro, 26 avril :  Sommet de Tokyo: création d'un sytème de contrôle de la terre d'ici 2014

TOKYO (AFP) - 44 pays réunis à Tokyo pour le "Sommet d'Observation de la Terre" sont convenus dimanche de créer d'ici 2014 un système mondial de contrôle de l'environnement destiné notamment à prévenir les catastrophes naturelles et à réduire l'impact des épidémies sur l'espèce humaine.

Les participants à cette réunion interministérielle --dont les membres du Groupe des huit pays les plus industrialisés (G8) et des représentants de la Commission européenne-- ont signé un programme d'action décennal de mise en commun de leurs connaissances en la matière, ont-ils indiqué dans un communiqué commun. 

Ce programme sur dix ans a pour but principal de créer "un système mondial des systèmes d'Observation de la terre", selon les termes employés dans le communiqué.

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/040425124121.jmajo84b.html
Le Figaro, 26 avril : Egypte: les jeunes au secours de la Mangrove, un écosystème unique et menacé

LE CAIRE (AFP) - Des centaines de jeunes Egyptiens se sont réunis dimanche à Safaga, dans le Sinaï, pour enfouir des arbustes de palétuvier, un arbre à la base de la seule forêt naturelle en Egypte, qui forme la Mangrove, un écosystème unique et menacé. 

Cent cinquante étudiants de différentes universités égyptiennes se sont réunis à l'initiative du directeur du projet, Sayed Khalifa, "pour assurer l'avenir" de la Mangrove en Egypte, a constaté l'AFP. Le projet est financé aux deux tiers par les autorités japonaises.

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/040425123030.ob2p8v30.html
Le Figaro, 26 avril : Vaste chantier annoncé à Tchernobyl pour éviter une nouvelle catastrophe

TCHERNOBYL (AFP) - Sur le site de la centrale nucléaire de Tchernobyl se prépare l'un des chantiers les plus complexes au monde: la construction d'une chape géante autour du sarcophage fissuré qui recouvre les 200 tonnes de magma radioactif du réacteur ayant explosé le 26 avril 1986.

Pour éviter une nouvelle catastrophe, la communauté internationale a rassemblé plus de 700 millions d'euros afin de construire autour du sarcophage instable une chape de 20.000 tonnes d'acier, assez grande pour abriter la statue de la Liberté et dont le coût total est estimé à plus d'un milliard de dollars par Kiev.

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/040425080244.7rjo739o.html
____________________________________________________________________________________________

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

Bahrain

Fridges ban for flouting ozone rules

AUTHORITIES stopped two consignments of refrigerators and water coolers from entering Bahrain for not complying with specifications regarding ozone depleting substances. 

The consignments were detected by an inspector from the Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife at Mina Salman, said a statement released by the commission yesterday. 

The first consignment had 81 refrigerators from China containing banned gas, Freon-12. The second consignment consisting of 10 water coolers, did not carry a certificate stating that it had no ozone-depleting substances or parts. 

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=80101&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=27037
Environment Marathon Set

The second environment fund-raising marathon is being organised by the Environment Citizenship Programme (ECP) of the Bahrain Women Society in collaboration with the Jawad business group.
The marathon was held last year for the Sustainable Development Committee of the Children and Mothers Welfare Society. this year’s marathon will be held on May 28, according to the vice-president of ECP, Meena Khadimi. 
“We are planning to keep the event under the patronage of the president of the General Organisation for Youth and Sports, Shaikh Fawaz bin Mohammed Al Khalifa,” she said. “The marathon seeks to expand the awareness of various programmes of the ECP to protect the environment in Bahrain as well as raise funds for educational programmes.”
“We are expecting a lot of participants from the clubs, societies and private and government schools to come-up and register for this marathon,” Khadimi said. “Last year there were only a few hundreds of people but we are trying to get around 1,000 participants this year.”
She said that the participants will gather at the starting point of the marathon at Jawad Dome in Barbar in the morning. The marathon distance varies. The 10km marathon starts from Jawad Dome to Saar roundabout, then to Burgerland roundabout before returning to Jawad Dome.
“The participants have to be between the age group of 15-years and above,” she said. Registration forms for the marathon will be available at the Jawad Dome and some of the ministries soon. The participation fee is BD2.”
Meena said that part of the proceeds will go to the ECP unique environment programme.

http://www.bahraintribune.com/ArticleDetail.asp
Jordan

Allegations of contamination in Jerash water supply unfounded — official 

Allegations of contamination in the main Jerash water supply are unfounded as random samples taken from several sources in the governorate met required specifications according to Ghaleb Zu'bi, head of the Jerash Water Authority (JWA). 

“Water samples from the main spring in Qairawan pumping station, storage tanks and a house picked at random returned results that fell within the Jordanian specification,” Zu'bi told The Jordan Times on Sunday. 

He said water samples taken on Thursday and Saturday by a joint committee from the ministries of health and water and irrigation and the Royal Scientific Society on Sunday all yielded acceptable results. 

Five JWA workers presented a complaint to the governor, supported by Jerash MP and Islamic Action Front member Ibrahim Ararawi, claiming foul play in water sampling procedures followed by the authority. 

The employees claimed that samples taken by the Health Ministry for nitrate testing did not reflect the true quantities since nitrate treatment of the main water spring was stopped immediately after samples were taken. 

Zu'bi said the allegations of nitrate pollution made last week are “completely unfounded and illogical” since the main water spring — raw water- shows an acceptable amount of nitrates. 

“These employees were displeased with some changes made to their working hours and decided to stir up some trouble for us,” Zu'bi said. 

The Jordanian specification for nitrates in water allows for up to 70 milligrams (mg) of nitrates per litre if there is a sole main water source in the area. Otherwise nitrates should not exceed 50mg per litre. 

Nitrate consumption may have negative effects on humans if taken in quantities exceeding 300-500mg per litre of water, which only surface 30 years after ingestion. 

http://www.jordantimes.com/mon/homenews/homenews5.htm
UAE

Houbara Bustard breeding boost numbers in the wild

The number of Houbara Bustard being bred in captivity for releasing in the wild is continuously increasing in the UAE, thanks to the country's efforts to save the bird from extinction. 

The successes made by the Environmental Research and Wildlife Development Agency (ERWDA) in the area of conserving the Houbara Bustard have been commended by Shaikh Sultan bin Tahnoon Al Nahyan, Under-Secretary of the Diwan of the Ruler's Representative in the Eastern Region, Chairman of the Al Ain Economic Development and Tourism Authority. 

During his visit last week to the National Avian Research Centre (NARC) at Swaihan accompanied by Mohammed Al Bowardi, ERWDA's Managing Director and Majid Al Mansouri, ERWDA's Secretary-General, Shaikh Sultan said, "We are proud to have such centres dedicated to preserve the natural and cultural heritage of the country by saving Houbara and falcon species."

He said, "The continuous support of the President, His Highness Shaikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, to scientific research centres such as NARC reflects his farsighted vision which is based on the enhancement of sustainable development of the UAE's wildlife and environment."

During his visit, Mr Bowardi briefed Shaikh Sultan on NARC's efforts to save Houbara from extinction through breeding in captivity, conducting research on the ecological needs of the species, international cooperation, habitat conservation and cooperation with falconers.

Mr Bowardi also briefed Shaikh Sultan on the continuous increase in the number of Houbara Bustard being bred in captivity in the Centre and the increase in the housing capacity for these birds that would contribute to the rehabilitation programme and increase their numbers in the wild.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2004/april/theuae_april722.xml
Abu Dhabi's schools vie for honours in environmental contest

A four-day exhibition showcasing entries for an inter-school environmental competition was inaugurated by Shaikh Zayed bin Hamdan bin Zayed Al Nahyan on Saturday, at the Marina Mall. 

The `Environmental Competition 2003-2004' for schools in the Abu Dhabi Emirate has been organised by the Environmental Research and Wildlife Development Agency (ERWDA).

The inauguration ceremony was also attended by Shaikh Hazaa bin Hamdan bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Majid Al Mansouri, ERWDA's Secretary-General and other officials from ERWDA and the Educational Zones.  

Organised for the fourth consecutive year in coordination with the Abu Dhabi, Al Ain and Western Region Educational Zones, the contest aims to create a more environmentally aware generation of students who care for their environment. The Marina Mall sponsors it for the second year.

Every year, the competition focuses on one of the environmental issues, where this academic year it focuses on water so it would match with the theme declared by United National Environmental Programme (UNEP) for the year 2003 as the `International Year for Fresh Water'.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2004/april/theuae_april667.xml
AGCC proposal to establish centres to manage crisis, environmental disasters

A two-day meeting opening in Kuwait today will discuss a proposal by the Arab Gulf Cooperation Council (AGCC) secretariat-general to establish a training centre and private national centres to manage crisis and environmental disasters in the six member states. 

Oman will be represented by Suleiman bin Nassir Al Akhazami, director of pollution control department at the Ministry of Regional Municipalities, Environment and Water Resources.

The proposal to set up the centres was approved by the eighth meeting of AGCC ministers responsible for environmental affairs which was held in Kuwait in September last year.

"The Sultanate's participation in the meeting is to emphasis its keenness to fulfil its regional commitments towards the protection of the environment in the Gulf region, particularly maritime environment, which is one of the most important international maritime trade routes, in addition to its significance as the region's source of wealth of natural resources," a spokesman for the ministry said

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=middleeast&xfile=data/middleeast/2004/april/middleeast_april832.xml
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* * * *

ECOSOC

26 April – Countries can halve extreme poverty and reach the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) by 2015 if they implement vital reforms and get adequate external support this year, “but by next year it might already be too late,” United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today.

The MDGs, adopted in 2000, list goals to be reached by 2015 in tackling poverty, lagging rates of education, gender equality, child mortality, maternal health, HIV/AIDS, environmental degradation and global partnerships.

The goals could only be reached by building on the spirit and promise of the 2003 Monterrey Consensus for making trade between rich and poor more equitable, Mr. Annan said in his address opening the annual joint meeting of the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), the Bretton Woods Institutions – the World Bank and International Monetary Fund (IMF), and the World Trade Organization (WTO), which included for the first time, the UN Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD).

“But in the area where progress is needed most – trade – the record is mostly disappointing. Indeed, with the failure (of trade talks) in Cancun and a growing resort to bilateral trade agreements, we have backtracked significantly,” he said.

Meanwhile, national policies, resources and strategies had to be focused on reaching the MDG’s, Mr. Annan said.

“Domestic resources are the largest source of financing for development and can be especially effective if focused on education, health, infrastructure, capacity- and institution-building and efforts to improve regulatory frameworks and public administration,” he said.

The developing countries, especially those that improved their investment climate, needed more foreign investment, while the 2001 Doha agenda, a mandate for negotiations to free up trade, should produce real gains for the developing countries by providing unhindered access to markets in rich countries and eliminating rich country subsidies for its own producers, he said.

Other promising ideas that have been proposed, such as the Global Finance Facility, needed action, while the high debt burdens of low- and middle-income countries that are not a part of the World Bank Groups’ Highly Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC) Initiative had to be addressed, he said.

* * *

Sudan

26 April – Welcoming a framework for talks to address problems in the Darfur region of western Sudan, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today urged the two sides to observe their ceasefire agreement and avoid attacks on civilians.

“He underlines the need to assure unimpeded access for the delivery of humanitarian assistance to the civilian population,” UN spokesman Fred Eckhard told journalists at the daily briefing.

Mr. Annan commended the African Union (AU) for deciding to send a ceasefire observer mission to Darfur, encouraged its speedy deployment, and assured the Government of Chad, host to tens of thousands of Sudanese refugees from Darfur, and the AU of UN support and cooperation in restoring peace in Darfur.

The situation in Darfur is regarded as the world’s worst humanitarian situation, with hundreds of thousands of internally displaced people (IDPs) in the country, who may be reachable with food aid during the ceasefire, and about 110,000 refugees in eastern Chad.

According to the UN Office of the High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the refugees are scattered along a 600-kilometre-long area of the remote border zone. Before UNHCR established camps for some of them, they were living in makeshift shelters of branches and straw in temperatures that ranged from scorching in the daytime to freezing at night. The rainy season begins in June.

Meanwhile, the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) said it started providing immediate relief during the ceasefire.

“More than one million people are already affected by this crisis and many more could suffer in the coming months,” said Joanna van Gerpen, the UNICEF Representative in Sudan’s capital, Khartoum. “It is imperative that we take maximum advantage of this window to save as many lives as possible.”

In addition to providing food and water, UNICEF was working on preventing the spread of malaria, measles and meningitis, the agency said.

* * *

Iraq

26 April – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today voiced hope that the standoff in the Iraqi city of Fallujah could be resolved without fighting, saying that it was tricky and dangerous to fight in a built-up area.

Speaking to CNN at UN Headquarters in New York, the Secretary-General noted that the United States-led Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA) and the military on the ground have been extremely careful.

“Anytime one is forced to fight in built-up areas, it is a very tricky and a very dangerous situation because you want to protect civilians; at the same time you want to get to those who have guns and are shooting at you,” Mr. Annan said.

“I hope they will succeed in working out a political settlement” without having to fight their way into Fallujah, he added.

* * *

Cyprus

26 April – Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Adviser on Cyprus, Alvaro de Soto, paid farewell calls today to a number of leaders on the island as the United Nations began the process of shutting down its presence there after a reunification plan was rejected over the weekend.

Mr. de Soto’s meetings today included encounters with Greek Cypriot leader Tassos Papadopoulos and Turkish Cypriot leaders Mehmet Ali Talat and Serdar Denktash, a UN spokesman said in New York. He is scheduled to make his way back to New York to brief the Security Council.

On Saturday Greek Cypriot voters rejected in a referendum a plan put forward by Mr. Annan that would have created a United Cyprus Republic – composed of a Greek Cypriot constituent state and Turkish constituent state and linked by a federal government – while Turkish Cypriots gave their approval for the plan. As a consequence, Cyprus will remain split as it joins the European Union on Saturday.

During his press conference in Nicosia after the balloting, Mr. de Soto said his Good Offices mission would begin to close down.

The Secretary-General, speaking to reporters today in New York, said, “We’re all very disappointed that the reunification efforts did not succeed.”

He added: “I hope, now that they have woken up to what has happened, they will reflect and take necessary steps to get back to the table.”

* * *

Cyprus

24 April – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today Cyprus missed an historic chance to resolve the decades-long problem after voters rejected a reunification plan, leaving the island nation divided as it prepares to join the European Union next week.

“A unique and historic chance to resolve the Cyprus problem has been missed,” Mr. Annan’s Special Adviser, Alvaro de Soto, said today in Nicosia after Greek Cypriots voted against the plan that would have created a United Cyprus Republic, composed of a Greek Cypriot constituent state and a Turkish Cypriot constituent state linked by federal government.

“The Secretary-General respects the outcome of the two referenda. He knows that for many Cypriots the decision [of] how to vote was a difficult one,” Mr. de Soto said, pointing out that Cyprus will remain divided and militarized as it joins the EU on 1 May, while the benefits of a settlement will not be realized.

The Secretary-General, who Mr. de Soto said will give “careful thought” to the implications of today’s result, applauded the Turkish Cypriots for approving the plan despite the significant sacrifices that it entailed for many of them.

“He regrets that the Turkish Cypriots will not equally enjoy the benefits of EU membership, but he hopes that ways will be found to ease the plight in which the people find themselves through no fault of their own,” Mr. de Soto said in reading a statement on the Secretary-General’s behalf.

“Together with a broad cross-section of the international community, the Secretary-General remains convinced that the settlement plan…represents a fair, viable and carefully balanced compromise,” his Special Adviser said, adding that Mr. Annan also hoped that the Greek Cypriot electorate may “arrive at a different view in the fullness of time, after a profound and sober assessment of today’s decision.”

He stressed that a settlement to the long-standing Cyprus problem “would benefit the people of Cyprus, as well as the region and the wider international community.”

The Secretary-General also voiced appreciation for the strong backing that the plan received from many political figures on both sides. “He is grateful that Greece and Turkey, the Security Council, the European Union and the broader international community stood ready to throw their support behind the Cypriots and work to ensure full implementation,” Mr. de Soto said.

* * *

DPR of Korea

26 April – A United Nations assessment team has confirmed that Ryongchon County in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) suffered a significant loss of life and experienced extensive damage to housing and infrastructure following last week’s train explosion.

The mission went to the area Saturday and said there is no need for international help in search and rescue operations. There were, however, considerable immediate needs to provide shelter to affected families and to repair damaged buildings.

UN agencies have been providing medical supplies from existing programmes to Ryongchon, and the UN system is also making available emergency grants to respond to the disaster, including $50,000 from the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), $50,000 from the UN Development Programme (UNDP) and $25,000 from the World Health Organization (WHO).

Two train wagons carrying explosives detonated last Thursday at Ryongchon Station in North Phyongan province, near the Chinese border. According to Government reporting, the explosives were en route to a construction site for a large-scale irrigation project when the accident occurred during shunting operations at the station. Initial reports put the number of dead at 50, with more than 1,000 others injured.

The Government’s Flood Damage Rehabilitation Committee said the explosion, which reportedly caused major damage to housing and infrastructure, including schools and medical facilities, levelled more than 1,800 dwellings.

* * *

DR of Congo

26 April – Four experts have been named to monitor the United Nations embargo prohibiting weapons flowing to militias in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and, if necessary, to nearby areas of other countries.

The four are Kathi Lynn Austin of the United States, Victor Dupere of Canada, Jean Luc Gallet of France and Léon-Pascal Seudie of Cameroon.

They will focus on weapons and war materiel going to parties in the Kivus and Ituri, in the eastern DRC, that are not signatories to the DRC’s Global and All-Inclusive Agreement. The Security Council resolution exempts weapons going to the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) and to the national integrated army of the DRC Transitional Government.

Meanwhile, MONUC chief William Lacy Swing sent letters to the Foreign Ministries of the DRC and Rwanda, expressing disquiet over movements by troops of the Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda (FDLR) from DRC’s border territory into Rwanda and appealing to the two governments to coordinate their military operations on the border so as to avoid raising tensions.

The FDLR has been accused of having been among the main actors behind the Rwandan genocide of 1994 and had sought asylum in camps on DRC territory. Their incursions have been followed by the Rwandan Government sending in its troops, the Rwandan Defence Forces (FDR).

On 21 April MONUC reported sighting FDR troops in Bunagana in the DRC, when a Rwandan officer asked a MONUC patrol to withdraw from the area, Mr. Swing said in his letters Friday.

Condemning any attempts to restrict the movement of its forces in the DRC, the Mission stressed that any foreign troops on DRC territory were there illegally and that MONUC was gravely concerned about the lack of military coordination in tackling the FDLR.

* * *

Uganda

26 April – Thousands of Ugandans and Sudanese have reportedly fled settlements in northern Uganda in recent weeks following a series of raids by rebels of the feared Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA), according to the United Nations refugee agency.

Representatives of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the UN World Food Programme (WFP), and the Ugandan Government were travelling to the affected area over the weekend to assess the situation in the important refugee-hosting Adjumani district.

“There are now thousands of refugees and internally displaced persons on the move in the districts of Adjumani and Moyo,” UNHCR Representative Cindy Burns said.

Over the last three months, UNHCR has recorded 25 rebel attacks in Adjumani and Moyo districts, in which groups of seven to 25 people entered villages and refugee settlements mainly to steal food and medicine.

Of the 12 LRA raids reported so far this month, nine were on refugee settlements, including one on a site only 5 kilometres from UNHCR’s field office outside Pakelle town. Of the 13 attacks that occurred in March and February, eight were against the refugee encampments.

Earlier this month the UN Security Council strongly condemned the atrocities committed by the LRA, demanding that it immediately stop all attacks against civilians.

Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs Jan Egeland said “a major humanitarian emergency” was unfolding in Uganda, where the LRA had kidnapped 10,000 children and terrorized them into becoming “killing machines,” attacking their own villages and killing their own relatives.

Secretary-General Kofi Annan has welcomed Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni’s offer to negotiate with the LRA to try to peacefully resolve the conflict.

* * *
Information committee

26 April – Although the United Nations suffered in 2003 rumblings about its fading into irrelevance largely from the debate surrounding the war in Iraq, there are signs that a year later the Organization is slowly regaining its indispensable role in global affairs, the UN’s top information official said today.

Addressing the opening of the Committee on Information’s annual session, scheduled to meet through 7 May, Under-Secretary-General for Communications and Public Information Shashi Tharoor said while spirits at the United Nations had at times been low, its vital work continued around the world and the Committee understood that any attempt to reduce the UN’s relevance to its conduct on any one issue was completely misconceived.

“We know the media prefers to focus on ‘hard threats’ – such as acts of terrorism or dangers posed by weapons of mass destruction,” he told the Committee, which makes recommendations to the General Assembly on the policy and activities of the UN Department of Public Information (DPI). “The ‘soft threats,’ such as extreme poverty and hunger, endemic or infectious disease, or environmental degradation that afflict millions of people, rarely made the headlines.”

For the Department of Public Information, the options were never simply “either/or,” Mr. Tharoor noted. DPI had no choice but to respond to the insistent demands of the news stories of the day normally in the world’s “hot spots,” including Iraq and its future, and the allegations of wrongdoing in the management of the Oil-for-Food programme in that country.

“But we cannot afford merely to echo the media’s priorities,” he said. “We have to constantly strive to keep the big picture on the media’s agenda, reminding the world that there are other critical areas that needed equal, if not more, attention.”

The Committee’s Chairman, Ambassador Iftekhar Ahmed Chowdhury of Bangladesh, noted that UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan had drawn attention to some of the more pressing and more immediate threats facing the vast majority of the world’s population: threats of extreme poverty and hunger, unsafe drinking water, environmental degradation and endemic or infectious diseases.

The observance next year of the sixtieth anniversary of the United Nations, Ambassador Chowdhury said, would provide an opportunity to take stock of what the Organization had done and how the Member States had helped to accomplish its goals.

“To millions of people affected by poverty, environmental degradation, HIV/AIDS and communicable diseases, the United Nations remains the best hope – often the only hope – for survival and for a better future,” he said. “Of course, the United Nations has not solved all problems the world faces. But if we want to see them solved – including such problems as the turmoil in the Middle East, the question of Palestine, the questions concerning Cyprus and in West Africa – we need the UN more than ever.”

* * *

Afghanistan

26 April – All United Nations operations in the Kandahar region of southern Afghanistan have been temporarily suspended, including voter registration, and movement within the city by national and international staff has been limited following a roadside bomb attack against a UN convoy.

Although the situation is of “great concern,” the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) is not now considering evacuating its staff from the region, spokesman David Singh told a news briefing in Kabul, the Afghan capital, yesterday.

The attack occurred last Thursday on the airport road when an improvised exploding device hidden in a 44-gallon drum used for traffic control over a culvert was detonated as a two-car convoy with UN markings drove past. The lead car was thrown back 2 to 3 metres and its panels and windscreen were damaged, but no personnel were injured and both vehicles returned to the UN compound.

Mr. Singh stressed that the suspension was temporary, lasting until the investigation was completed. Staff were only going between their homes and office in the city where operations continue in a limited way.

“The situation is one of great concern,” Mr. Singh added. “What seems to be emerging is that there seems to be very little differentiation between military targets and soft targets. But we have not reached a point where we have considered evacuating. We suspend our operations whenever such incidents take place and when we feel that security has returned, we have resumed our operations.”

He said a main objective was to ensure that the electoral process goes through and “that we can all pull together to create a secure environment. Afghans must feel safe to exercise their right to register and to vote, and it must also be safe for our staff to help them to do that.”

The suspension comes on the eve of a vast expansion in voter registration for September’s scheduled presidential and legislative elections, with some 36,800 workers of the Joint Electoral Management Body (JEMB) set to fan out to 4,600 mainly rural registration sites across the country for phase II of the campaign beginning Saturday.

In the first phase over the past 10 weeks registration has been limited to eight urban centres where more than 1,860,000 Afghans, out of a total estimated electorate of over 10 million, have so far signed on. To date about a third are women, whose rights were severely restricted under the ousted Taliban regime. Each registration site has two teams – one for women and one for men.

In a second attack last week in the northern city of Kunduz, an explosive device hit the rear wall of a warehouse leased from the government by the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and managed by the Agency’s implementing partner – German Technical Cooperation (GTZ). No injuries were reported. All employees in the warehouse were non-UN staff.

* * *

HIV/AIDS

26 April – Donor countries have agreed to a more streamlined system of coordinating their efforts to fight the global AIDS epidemic, ensuring that recipient countries can use the funds for more efficient and effective programmes, according to the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS).

The “Three Ones” principle was adopted yesterday in Washington, D.C., by a meeting of donor countries in a bid to help improve their ability to work more effectively together with developing countries on a country-by-country basis.

The principles include one agreed HIV/AIDS action framework that provides the basis for coordinating the work of all partners; one national AIDS coordinating authority, with a broad based multi-sector mandate; and one agreed country level monitoring and evaluation system, UNAIDS said in a news release.

“Today, we left our flags and affiliations at the door,” UNAIDS Executive Director Peter Piot said. “It is not just about raising more resources, it’s about making sure these resources are spent wisely to help countries mount sustainable and effective AIDS strategies. This is why the Three Ones are so crucial.”

Despite stepped up resources and the best intentions, the AIDS epidemic continues to be one of the greatest crises of the century, with 40 million people currently infected, and over 25 million deaths to date, according to UNAIDS.

In other news, Hong Kong action star Jackie Chan today was jointly named a Goodwill Ambassador of both UNAIDS and the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF). He is currently in Cambodia to visit projects dealing with HIV/AIDS and landmines.

UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy said Mr. Chan’s worldwide fame and popularity will help the agency in its work for children. “UNICEF is delighted that [he] has signed up to be a Goodwill Ambassador,” she said.

* * * 

Asia-Pacific

26 April – Twenty-three countries signed an agreement today paving the way for the United Nations-planned Asian Highway, a vast 140,000-kilometre-long network of standardized roadways that will link towns from one end of the continent to the other.

“From Tokyo to Tehran, from Singapore to Samarkand, and from points beyond to those in between, the network now spans 32 countries and encompasses more than 140,000 kilometres,” UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan said in a message to ministers at the signing ceremony in Shanghai delivered by Kim Hak-su, Executive Director of the UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP).

When finished, the Highway would ease border crossing for people, vehicles and goods and give the much-needed benefits to landlocked countries envisioned by a UN conference last August in Alamaty, Kazakhstan, Mr. Annan said.

The Bangkok-based ESCAP has been negotiating routes and road specifications for the network since 1992. The 32 countries approved the text of an agreement for upgrading sub-standard stretches and building new links in last November. At that time, UN officials estimated that 10 to 15 countries would have completed the regulatory processes needed for the signing at the Commission’s annual meeting.

In a separate message to ESCAP’s 60th ministerial session, also read by Mr. Kim, Mr. Annan noted that more people have been escaping poverty in the region than in any other part of the world. He challenged the region now to grapple with the problems of lessening the gap between rich and poor, improving environmental stewardship and reducing the spread of HIV/AIDS.

Noting that more than a billion people in the region were living on less than a dollar a day, he urged the ministers to use the world’s highest financial reserves and rate of savings per capita to promote further development and reduce economic disparity.

The strain of becoming a global economic powerhouse was being shown in the clearing of forests, loss of biodiversity, desertification, air pollution and persistent haze, along with an increase in manmade disasters, Mr. Annan said.

“These indicators show that the production and consumption of natural resources fuelling the region’s development are unsustainable. The region must give greater priority to environmental stewardship,” he said.

Meanwhile, more than 8 million people in the region now live with HIV/AIDS and the number has been rising, he said.

Left unchecked, the disease would soak up resources that were badly needed for social and economic development. “We know, from experience elsewhere, that the spread can be turned back when – but only when – there is a coordinated response, from all sectors of society and every branch of Government,” Mr. Annan said.

Addressing these issues would allow regional governments to “bring into the circle of development and peace the many millions of people in Asia and the Pacific who have gone too long without, to the detriment of us all,” he said.

* * *

SARS

26 April – The United Nations World Health Organization (WHO) today is sending the first members of an international team to help investigate the source of cases of the Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) recently reported in Beijing and the eastern province of Anhui, which have now doubled to eight, following a request of China’s Health Ministry.

The team, which is expected to begin work Wednesday, will include experts in epidemiology, virology, infection control, and laboratory biosafety, WHO said in a news release.

Results of investigations so far point to laboratory research at the National Institute of Virology in Beijing as the likely source of the outbreak. The institute has been engaged in research with the SARS coronavirus, including the development of a vaccine.

Two of the recently reported cases were conducting research at the laboratory: a 26-year-old female postgraduate student from Anhui Province, and a 31-year-old man. The dates of symptom onset in the two cases are widely separated (23 days), suggesting that more than one opportunity for exposure may have occurred in the laboratory from mid-March through early April.

Authorities have closed the virology institute and placed its more than 200 employees under medical observation. Numerous environmental samples from the laboratory have been taken to help assess possible sources of contamination, and these samples will be shared with WHO.

WHO said it was concerned about additional opportunities for exposure that may have already occurred. Some patients were treated or assessed in several different hospitals before a suspicion of SARS led to the introduction of adequate precautionary measures, including isolation of patients and strict procedures for infection control. One patient twice travelled a long distance by train within China while symptomatic.

Since 22 April, China has reported that eight persons have been clinically diagnosed as SARS cases or are under investigation for possible SARS infection. Six of these are in Beijing and two, including the single fatality, are in Anhui. As of today, close to 1,000 contacts of these cases are under medical observation, including 640 in Beijing and 353 in Anhui.

The most recent cases, announced yesterday, are four close contacts of a 20-year-old nurse who treated the Anhui student at a Beijing hospital. The cases – all in Beijing – are currently under investigation.

In addition, health authorities have reported that two doctors who treated the postgraduate student during her hospitalization in Hefai, Anhui, have developed fever. A person in close contact with one of the doctors has also developed fever.

To date, all diagnosed cases and cases under investigation have been linked to chains of transmission involving close personal contact with an identified case. There is no evidence of wider transmission in the community.

According to WHO guidelines for the global surveillance of SARS, classification as a confirmed case at the start of an outbreak requires independent verification of results by an external international reference laboratory. Such procedures are considered necessary in view of the implications that confirmed SARS cases can have for international public health.

* * *

Liberia

26 April – The United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) continues to disarm and demobilize ex-fighters from the Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD) rebel group, collecting weapons over the weekend from about 270 former combatants.

The town of Tubmanburg, about 35 kilometres northwest of the capital Monrovia, witnessed combatants marching Sunday to pick-up points with rifles and boxes of ammunition. The group of 268 combatants included 51 women and 75 children.

UNMIL Force Commander Lt. Gen. Daniel I. Opande received weapons and ammunition from senior LURD generals Prince Seo, Alieu Donzo and Abass Kanneh, and a female general, Massa Seo, at a ceremony marking the launch of the programme in Tubmanburg.

“These weapons have fought all the wars from the border up to here. Now the guns are going to be silent once and for all, and you will not be engaged in any more fighting. I am quite sure that all the children that fought with you under your command will disarm,” General Opande told the LURD commanders.

Meanwhile, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said it was resuming full operations in Liberia, sending staff to previously inaccessible areas on the heels of UN peacekeeping troops to pave the way for organized repatriation later this year.

UNHCR has also completed the airlift of 239 Liberian refugees stranded in Mali.

* * *
Chernobyl

26 April – On the 18th anniversary of the explosion at the Chernobyl power plant, Secretary-General Kofi Annan led United Nations officials today in urging the international community to continue providing aid to the people and region affected by the world’s worst nuclear accident.

“For nearly two decades, the people in the affected regions of Belarus, the Russian Federation and Ukraine have had to cope with farmlands rendered useless, acute economic difficulties and chronic health problems, especially among children,” a spokesman for Mr. Annan said in a statement.

To mitigate the toll on affected communities, the UN is focusing its programmes on laying the foundations for sustainable recovery and development, with the UN Development Programme (UNDP) taking the lead in such efforts.

“The Secretary-General reaffirms the resolve of the United Nations to ensure that the ongoing needs of the people of the region are not forgotten,” spokesman Fred Eckhard said. “He urges the international community to provide the moral and financial support necessary to keep the affected communities from suffering the effects of this tragedy for decades to come.”

Jan Egeland, UN Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs, echoed that thought, saying the international community must renew its efforts to help the people of the affected regions take control of their lives again.

“The aftermath of the Chernobyl accident is simply too much for people in the contaminated areas to cope with alone. We simply cannot turn our backs. We can and must do more to help bring development and hope to the affected people,” said Mr. Egeland, who is also the UN’s Coordinator of International Cooperation on Chernobyl.

Nearly 8.4 million people in Belarus, Ukraine and Russia were exposed to radiation when the nuclear plant blew up. Some 150,000 kilometres – an area half the size of Italy – were contaminated, while agricultural areas covering nearly 52,000 square kilometres – more than the size of Denmark – were ruined.

* * *

Niger River

26 April – With inadequate supplies of water already becoming a drag on development and a catalyst for international tensions, the equitable sharing of water resources is one of the most important challenges the world faces, according to United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan.

The riparian countries of the Niger River are whipped by climatic disequilibria and population pressures, which affect the level of the river, Mr. Annan told the summit in Paris of the River Niger Basin Authority (ABN) in a message delivered by his Special Envoy for West Africa, Ahmedou Ould-Abdallah.

With regard to the areas of agricultural production, energy independence and environmental safeguards, the problems to solve are enormous, yet the Basin has significant assets worth exploiting, he said.

Mr. Annan encouraged them to synchronize their management of the river for the benefit of all of the riverbank countries.

The countries concerned – Guinea, Mali, Niger, Benin and Nigeria located on the main course; Burkina, Cameroon, Côte d’Ivoire and Chad – have a combined population of 100 million.

The nine countries have complained of silting of the river bed, areas of choking by floating plants, destruction of aquatic habitats, water and wind erosion, discharge of untreated waste and pollution along the 4,200-kilometre-long river.

In some regions, conflicts erupt among users because of reduced water flow and a decrease of productive flood plain areas. During some periods of the year, such economic activities as navigation and fishing are impossible, the ABN said.

* * *

International Trade Centre

26 April – Too few developing countries have shared in benefits of international trade, but the 40-year International Trade Centre (ITC) has balanced the commercial demands of its business clients with developing country imperatives of poverty reduction and sustainable development, according to United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan.

“Its contributions in putting trade to work for development are widely recognized within the UN system, within the donor community and, most importantly, within developing countries themselves,” he said in a message delivered by the Director-General of the UN’s Geneva office, Sergei Ordzhonikidze on the ITC’s 40th anniversary.

The ITC, created in 1964 by the now-defunct General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), is the technical cooperation agency of the UN Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) and the World Trade Organization (WTO) for operational, business-oriented trade development in developing and transitional economies.

It helps businesses understand WTO rules; strengthens competitiveness and develops new trade promotion strategies.

Mr. Annan noted that it is the only technical cooperation agency jointly funded by the UN and a non-UN organization, the WTO.

* * *

Human rights

26 April – While lauding the work of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights, the acting UN chief for human rights said since the body had puzzlingly excluded Iraq from its decisions on rights in armed conflicts, he would initiate the compilation of such a report.

“You have adopted decisions on several country situations where there has been conflict in the recent past. A notable exception is the situation in Iraq,” Acting High Commissioner Bertrand Ramcharan told the 53-member body in a wide-ranging speech about its sixtieth session, which ended Friday.

Among the Commission’s final decisions before it ended its six-week session were to appoint Special Rapporteurs on the situations in Belarus and the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK), and one to examine the trafficking in persons, especially women and children.

“It is a perplexing and troubling omission. There must be accountability in warfare. At this point in time there is no international monitoring of the human rights situation in Iraq, whether it be in respect of terrorism or in respect of the use of force and the treatment of civilians,” he said.

Conflicts are prevalent in the world and the commission had effectively elaborated a policy on ensuring respect for human rights and humanitarian during armed conflicts, he said.

He said he would compile an Iraqi report, “using the competence of the High Commissioner, whose functions I have been carrying out for the past year.”

Mr. Ramcharan said he had also initiated fact-finding exercises on the Darfur region in western Sudan, Liberia and Côte d’Ivoire.

* *** *

________________________________________________________________________ 

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good Afternoon, 

**ECOSOC/Bretton Woods
The record on achieving the goals to which world leaders agreed at the Millennium Assembly is mixed, the Secretary-General said today, although it is not too late to regain the path on which we set out with such hope.

The Secretary-General this morning opened the yearly meeting that brings together the Economic and Social Council, the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund and the World Trade Organization. He told them that nations must demonstrate clearly by next year that they are truly serious about reaching the Millennium Development Goals.  We have copies of his remarks upstairs.

And also today, we have as our guest Oscar de Rojas, Director of the Financing for Development Office in the Department of Economic and Social Affairs, to talk to you about today’s meeting.

**Cyprus
As you know, on Saturday, the settlement plan for Cyprus was approved by the Turkish Cypriots and rejected by the Greek Cypriots. As a result the Foundation Agreement will not enter into force.

Speaking to reporters a short while ago, the Secretary-General said that “we’re all very disappointed that the reunification efforts did not succeed.”

He added: “I hope, now that they have woken up to what has happened, they will reflect and take necessary steps to get back to the table.”

In a statement, read out Saturday evening in Nicosia by his Special Advisor for Cyprus, Alvaro de Soto, the Secretary-General said that a unique and historic chance to resolve the Cyprus problem has been missed. 

In the statement, the Secretary-General said he intends to give careful thought to the implications of the result. Meanwhile, he added that Cyprus will remain divided and militarized as it accedes to the European Union, and the benefits of a settlement will not be realized. 

During the press conference, de Soto said that his Good Offices mission would begin to close down. 

This morning, de Soto began to pay farewell calls to a number of leaders on the island, including Tassos Papadopoulos, Mehmet Ali Talat and Serdar Denktash. 

De Soto will make his way back to New York and brief the Security Council

**SG on Iraq
The Secretary-General was asked today by CNN about the situation in the Iraqi city of Fallujah, and said that it is tricky and dangerous to fight in a built-up area.

He noted that the Coalition Provisional Authority and the military on the ground have been extremely careful. The Secretary-General added, “I hope they will succeed in working out a political settlement,” without having to fight their way into Fallujah.  We have a transcript of that press encounter.  It will be ready shortly upstairs.

**Statement attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General
The following statement is attributable to the Spokesman concerning Darfur in the Sudan:

“The Secretary-General is encouraged to learn that the Government of Sudan and the armed opposition in Darfur have agreed on a framework for continuing talks to address the problems in Darfur in a comprehensive manner.  He urges the parties to continue negotiations in good faith.

“The Secretary-General further calls on the parties to adhere to the ceasefire and do everything possible to prevent attacks on civilians.  He underlines the need to assure unimpeded access for the delivery of humanitarian assistance to the civilian population.

“The Secretary-General commends the African Union’s decision to send a ceasefire observer mission to Darfur and encourages its speedy deployment.

“The Secretary-General assures the parties, the Government of Chad and the African Union of the United Nations’ support and cooperation in restoring peace in Darfur.”

**Sudan
Meanwhile, the temporary ceasefire in western Sudan is allowing humanitarian aid workers first time access to hundreds of thousands of displaced people who were previously unreachable. UNICEF, in a press release, outlines the relief work that is underway.

With the onset of the rainy season in June, the potential for outbreaks of disease due to inadequate shelter and crowded living conditions is a serious threat.

**North Korea
A UN assessment mission went to RyongchonCounty in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea on Saturday, and confirmed that the area had suffered a significant loss of life and experienced extensive damage to housing and infrastructure following last Thursday’s train explosion.

The mission says that there is no need for international search and rescue operations, but there exist considerable immediate needs to provide shelter to affected families and to repair damaged buildings.

UN agencies have been providing medical supplies from existing programs to Ryongchon, and the UN system is also making available emergency grants to respond to the disaster.

**Security Council
At 3 p.m., the Security Council is scheduled to hold consultations on the issue of the non-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction.

Under other matters, the Council is expected to hear a briefing on the latest developments in Côte d’Ivoire.

**DRC - experts to monitor flow of arms
Out on the racks today is a letter from the Secretary-General to the President of the Security Council, informing him that he has appointed the four members of the group of experts who will monitor the arms embargo in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

The four experts, from Cameroon, Canada, France and the United States, are part of the monitoring mechanism established by the Security Council in March to review information on the flow of illicit weapons to armed groups in the DRC, as well as the presence of any foreign military in the DRC.

**Northern Uganda
From northern Uganda, thousands of people have fled settlements in northern Uganda in recent weeks following a series of raids by rebels of the feared Lord's Resistance Army (LRA).

Due to the recent LRA raids and reports of extensive population displacement in northern Uganda, representatives of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), World Food Programme, and the Ugandan Government traveled to the affected area over the weekend to assess the situation.

**Afghanistan
The UN Mission in Afghanistan reported that an explosive device hit the rear wall of a warehouse in Kunduz leased by UNHCR last Thursday, although no injuries or casualties were reported.

Also last Thursday, the Mission says an unidentified man died while detonating an improvised explosive device on the road to the airport in the southern city of Kandahar. Another explosive device detonated near a UN electoral vehicle traveling on that same road later that day, damaging the vehicle’s panels and windscreen.

The United Nations is investigating these incidents, and UN staff remain in Kandahar, although all UN operations in the region have been temporarily suspended until the investigations are completed.  We have further details in yesterday’s briefing notes from Kabul.

**AIDS
An historic agreement to adopt a unified global response to tackling the AIDS epidemic was reached yesterday in Washington, UNAIDS announced.  We have a press release upstairs with more details.

Also, UNAIDS and UNICEF today jointly appointed action star Jackie Chan as a Goodwill Ambassador who will work on behalf of efforts to tackle AIDS. He is also interested in dealing with issues involving children affected by armed conflict.

**Chernobyl
Eighteen years ago today at the Chernobyl power plant, the world suffered the worst nuclear accident in its history. In a statement issued to mark the occasion, the Secretary-General reaffirms the resolve of the United Nations to ensure that the ongoing needs of the people of the region are not forgotten. And we have copies of that statement upstairs.

**SG Messages
We also have several messages by the Secretary-General.  One on the new Asian highway, one on international trade, and one on the NigerRiver Basin.
*NUFPA – Population award
Then the internationally acclaimed demographer, John C. Caldwell, and the Addis AbabaFistulaHospital, a pioneer in the treatment of childbirth injuries, have won the 2004 United Nations Population Award. 

The awards will be presented in July at a ceremony here at U.N. Headquarters.  We have a press release upstairs on that.

**Press conferences today
Finally, press conferences starting this afternoon:  1:15 p.m. Jan Karlsson, the Co-Chairman of the Global Commission on International Migration, and others, will be here to bring you on the activities of that Commission.  Then at 4:00 p.m., UNDP’s Millennium Development Goals campaign office will be sponsoring the launch of the 2004 Social Watch Report entitled “Fear and Want: Obstacles to Human Security.”

**Press conferences tomorrow
Then tomorrow, three press conferences: At 11:00 a.m., Dr. Kirstin Leitner, the World Health Organization’s Assistant Director General for Sustainable Development and Healthy Environments will brief on two reports  --  one on the sanitation challenge, and another on costs and benefits of global water and sanitation improvements.  

And then 12:45 p.m. Rubens Ricupero, the Secretary-General of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) will brief on the 11th UNCTAD conference taking place in Brazil in June.

And finally at 3:30 p.m. the Prime Minister of Sweden, Goran Persson, will have a press conference in this room. 

**Guest at noon tomorrow
And our guest at the noon briefing tomorrow will be Johan Schövinck, Director of the Division for Social Policy and Development, from the Department Economic and Social Affairs.  And he will brief you on the findings of the World Youth Report 2003.  This is the first comprehensive UN publication to examine the global situation of young people since the UN adopted the World Programme of Action for Youth in 1995.

That’s all I have for you.  Yes, Evelyn?  

Questions and Answers

Question:   Are any of these reports available now, or is tomorrow going to be one these days of a press-conference-a-minute where nobody writes anything?  And secondly on Cyprus, is there any reason for the UN to continue a peacekeeping force there?  And what’s going to be the future of that once it expires in June?  Are there any members who would support protecting the Greek Cypriots from the Turks?

Spokesman:  I don’t think I am prepared to answer those questions.  I don’t think that we have answered them for ourselves.  I think we want to let the dust settle and think through what the options are for the UN force on Cyprus and then discuss them with the Security Council.  But today I have no guidance.  On the reports; we’ll see if we can shake loose any of them on an embargoed basis today to make it a little bit easier for you tomorrow.

Question:   It won’t be done!

Spokesman:  It won’t be done?  We’ll try.  Mark?  [He later released two of the reports embargoed.]

Question:   On North Korea, what kind of access has the UN been getting?  Has it had a free hand basically to do its work as it sees fit or has it been directed at every stage by the Government?

Spokesman:  Are you talking about this latest mission concerning the blasts side?  

Question:   Yes.

Spokesman:  Why don’t I put you in touch with someone from OCHA or UNICEF who has been there or who might be able to give you a report concerning what’s actually happening today, whether they’re having any problems of access.  I haven’t any reports of that.  Bill?  [He later said that the UN team had not complained of access problems.]

Question:   Are Mr. Mountain or Mr. Brahimi going to be coming to the stakeout before or after their meetings with the Secretary-General?

Spokesman:  Not after those meetings.  I spoke with Mr. Brahimi this morning about coming to the stakeout after he briefs the Security Council tomorrow, and he has agreed to do that.  And we were in touch with Mr. Mountain’s office this morning to see when he might be free to see you.  I don’t think we’ve fixed the time, but we’re working on it.  Yes, Abdurrahim?
Question:   Fred, three questions on Iraq:  The first one I realize you dealt with on Friday.     But Mr. Brahimi went on American television on the weekend on a show that I understand was taped on Friday. And he (Inaudible) his criticism of Israeli policies in the Palestinian territories.  How does Mr. Brahimi or the SG explain the fact that he is being so openly critical of the Israeli Government at this particular point in time?

Spokesman:  How does he explain?

Question:   Yes. 

Spokesman:  He was asked a question and he answered it.  

Question:   But why is he being so openly critical of the Israeli Government at this particular stage of his mission in Iraq?

Spokesman:  He was criticizing Israeli policies and saying what he felt the impact of those policies were on the region and in particular on Iraq, which is of course, his responsibility here at the United Nations now.  The Secretary-General commented briefly on this this morning and you will see the transcript of that once it’s ready.  And of course, you’re welcome to ask Mr. Brahimi when you see him tomorrow about what he said.

Question:   May I ask a follow up?  The Bush Administration before and during the war in Iraq, said several times that a solution to the problem between the Israelis and the Palestinians goes through Baghdad.  In light of the statement made by Mr. Brahimi, does the Secretary-General agree with that assessment?

Spokesman:  I don’t think you want to start linking the Secretary-General with policy statements by individual Member States.  The Secretary-General’s views on the Middle East as we said on Friday, are laid out in public statements he has made over seven years and are well known.

Question:   Just a final one on the hand over of sovereignty.  The Bush Administration has recently been saying that on the 30th of June a partial handover of sovereignty will take place.  What does the UN call the 30th of June now?  Is it partial or complete?

Spokesman:  I took that question on Friday and I said that Iraqis are in the process of deciding on the nature of the transitional caretaker government.  That to the extent that Mr. Brahimi can help them in that, he will.  He is not going to take a position himself on what the outcome of these deliberations should be.  They’re ongoing.  So, no comment, in other words.  The lady all the way in the back?
Question:   This is in regards to the question asked earlier.  It is in reference to Mr. Brahimi’s comments on the Middle East.  Does the UN think this helps him or hurt him in the region?

Spokesman:  I have no comment on that.  Yes, sir?

Question:   My question is on Cyprus. After the referendum results in Cyprus, Greek Cypriots will join the European Union and Turkish Cypriots will be left out in the cold.  Do you not think this is a glaring injustice and what does the UN plan to do after this?

Spokesman:  The Secretary-General did his level best to get the two sides of the island to agree on a formula for reunification.  One of those two sides rejected his proposal in the referendum on Saturday.  And I think both sides have to live with the consequences.  The Secretary-General said this morning what I just mentioned to you.  That he hopes they’ll wake up now that they see what they’ve done and agree that they have to come together with some kind of solution eventually. And he hopes they’ll start working on it.  But his good offices effort ended on Saturday.  Mr. Abbadi?

Question:   The Greek Cypriots have rejected the settlement plan by a big majority –- some 76 per cent.  And the Secretary-General he is going to look into the implication of this (Inaudible) ...action. Would that include other referendum concerning other long-lasting conflicts?

Spokesman:  Include a what?

Question:   Other referendum.  Concerning other long-lasting conflicts? Other proposals? Other settlement plans?

Spokesman:  Ooh, I don’t know.  I mean, I saw some editorial comment today that said had the referendum gone positive, the Cyprus formula might have had useful applications in other conflicts around the world.  That may or may not be so, I don’t know.  But I don’t have an answer to your question.

Question:   There is something I am not clear about.  And that is, the UN is not going to take away its ditch (?) that it separates in Cyprus between the north and the south?  I mean, they’re going to stay there apparently, for a while.

Spokesman:  Who are going to stay there?

Question:   The United Nations peacekeeping... 

Spokesman:  Peacekeeping force.

Question:   ...Peacekeeping force is going to stay there.  Does that mean that the frontier between the north and the south will be open or open one day a week, do you know?

Spokesman:  That will be for the two parties to decide and the peacekeeping force that’s there will continue to monitor.  When they have opened that border the peacekeepers facilitated the crossings from both sides.  That can continue if the two sides wish to do so.  But the larger question for the UN now is what is the mandate for UN peacekeepers in Cyprus?  Neither the Security Council nor the Secretariat has yet addressed that question in detail.  Yes?

Question:   Just one quick note to what you just said: is it my understanding that in fact the peacekeepers were largely financed by the south, and now that they are joining the EU they won’t want to finance it any more?

Spokesman:  Well, we’ll have to see what that turns out to be.  Yes, Ma’am?

Question:   What is Mr. Brahimi’s schedule for the rest of the week?

Spokesman:  He will be consulting with various Secretariat members; mostly likely representatives of Governments.  I don’t have any specific details of his programme.  If you want us to find out specifics, you can ask me after the briefing, we’ll see if his office can give us any more detail.  Yes, Mark?

Question:   (Inaudible)... on the NPT meeting next year.  Does the Secretary-General have any views at this stage as to what measures need to be taken in terms of updating, changing refocusing whatever, the nuclear non-proliferation treaty, or is that something that he does not want to be...?

Spokesman:  Let me put you in touch with someone in the Disarmament Division after the briefing to see if they can answer that question. All the way in the back?
Okay.  So, now I will ask Oscar de Rojas to come up to the podium.

* *** *
___________________________________________________________________________
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