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Massive Destruction of Forests Spells Doom for Economy 

The Nation (Nairobi) 
NEWS
August 27, 2004 
Posted to the web August 26, 2004 

By Michael Njuguna
Nairobi 
The massive deforestation of the Mau Forest will ruin key economic enterprises including the 60 MW Sondu Miriu hydro-plant, the Kericho tea sector, Lake Nakuru, the Maasai Mara and Lake Baringo. 

The forest excisions carried out in 2001 were right in the sources of rivers Sondu, Mara, Molo and several streams that recharge Lake Nakuru. 

The Shamba system as practised at a privately owned 76 acre eucalyptus plantation in Njoro. Landless people grow subsistence crops alongside the trees, providing the owner with free labour. Photo by Michael Njuguna 

The vast Mau Complex, where more than 46,000 hectares have been excised to create human settlements during the last decade, straddles the critical water catchment area including the Maasai Mau, Ol Posimoru, South West Mau, Trans Mara, Western Mau, Eastern Mau, Eburru, Mt Londiani, Tinderet, North Tinderet, Maji Mazuri and Lembus. 

The impact of the massive deforestation is already being felt at Egerton University's Njoro Campus where some boreholes have dried up. Some parts of Kericho District have also been experiencing water recession. 

The big reduction of the Molo River flow has impacted on fishery in Lake Baringo whose water level and quality have been falling drastically over the years. The river's flow now hardly reaches the Lake during the dry spell. 

The chairman of the Friends of the Mau Watershed (FOMAWA), Mr Richard Muir, describes what has been happening in the Mau as suicide. 

"Suicide is an act which ends in death, and which is perpetrated by the person whose life is ended. It could be said that the devastation that has taken place in the Mau Forest is an act of suicide by the Government...The death of the trees will result in the death of the rivers and ultimately the death of the many people, animals and crops that depend on them," Mr Muir says in a paper on conservation. 

Research carried out by FOMAWA, the Kenya Forests Working Group (KFWG) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) indicates that the rivers rising in the Mau Complex support agricultural enterprises on which the lives of more than three million people depend. 

According to a study by UNEP, rivers rising in the Mau Complex provide water to people in 478 sub-locations. 

Breeding habitat 

River Yala, the report says, provides water to people in 87 sub-locations, Nzoia (84), Nyando (74), Sondu (50), Kerio (68), Lake Baringo (44), Mara (35), Ewaso Ngiro (25) and Lake Nakuru (25). 

A map of the degraded Lake Nakuru water catchment, which was prepared with the sponsorship of UNEP, indicates that the 53 per cent of the closed and bush land forests in the area was lost between 1973 and 2001. 

According to the document, 33,230 hectares were under closed forests in 1973 but had been depleted to only 13,680 by 2001. The result of the degradation has manifested itself in the deterioration of water quality and siltation of Lake Nakuru. 

The Maasai Mau, covering 46,278 hectares of primarily primeval forest, forms the catchment of the Ewaso Nyiro River and feeds Lake Natron in Tanzania. The Lake is an ideal breeding habitat for flamingoes. 

The Maasai Mau is managed by the County Council of Narok and has hitherto been well managed but the Forestry Department says that scattered settlements are now emerging near Ol Posimoru, going as deep as six kilometres inside the forest. 

Molo Forest, which was initially covered by exotic tree plantations covering 901 hectares, was entirely excised as per notice number 145 of October 19, 2001. 

"Based on satellite image and aerial survey, it appears that all plantations have been harvested and not replanted with seedlings. The indigenous forest has been clear cut," a joint report by Fomawa and KFWG says in part. 

Mr Muir, who was involved in the management of the James Finlay Group in Kericho for many years and owns a timber business in Scotland, says that the recovery of afforestation programmes in Kenya must now focus more on commercial plantations. The Finlay Group has successful commercial tree plantations, though the Group's core business is tea. 

He suggests that the Government invoke the Agricultural Act to help rehabilitate river banks in areas where rivers flow through private land and that the Forestry Department be equipped to enable it police the remaining forests. 

Currently, the Forestry Department has a shortage of vehicles, labourers, forest guards, foresters and communication equipment. Many of the roads in the forest are no longer motorable in spite of the fact that good roads are a necessity to enable the Department deal with fire outbreaks. 

The Chief Conservator of Forests told the Press early this year that the department has a planting backlog of 30,000 hectares. Putting the 30,000 hectares under seedlings is expected to take the Government 10 years. 

While the Government has abolished the shamba system and the non-resident-cultivation (NRC) systems, individuals are converting their high potential farms into forest plantations where landless villagers tend trees under the shamba system. 

The villagers grow beans, potatoes and vegetables, which they tend alongside the tree seedlings. 

The 76 acre Ong'ao Farm in Njoro, for example, was initially a wheat farm but was put under a eucalyptus plantation in October last year. 

FOMAWA executive officer Jacob Mwanduka said that the villagers were likely to get free firewood during the pruning of the trees in privately owned plantations. 

Mr Mwanduka said that his organisation had helped plant about 300,000 tree seedlings in Molo and other parts of the district by sourcing the planting material from Kericho and Karura nurseries. 

The organisation also owns a driller that farmers hire to make holes for planting tree seedlings. Farmers pay Sh5 per hole. 

To promote the establishment of tree plantations by individuals, Mr Muir suggests that the Government abolish permits. People harvesting their own trees are currently required to obtain permits from foresters. 

Mr Muir said that transporters were incurring huge losses whenever lorries transporting timber broke down since they have to go for another permit. 

"If a lorry carrying timber from Molo to Mombasa breaks down in Naivasha, Nairobi and Mtito Andei, the transporter has to go back to Nakuru for another permit to enable him use another lorry. This is both costly and frustrating," another miller said. 

Importing poles 

The chairman of the Timber Manufacturers Association (TMA), Mr Samuel Gitonga, told the Nation that the Kenya Power and Lighting Company was importing poles while private firms such as Kakuzi have adequate material. 

Mr Gitonga, who has established his own 100-acre tree seedling plantation, said that apart from the crisis created by the destruction of water catchments within State Forests, the building industry was also reeling from the shortage of timber caused by the logging ban in government forests. 

A tonne of cypress is now costing Sh18,000 and the prices are still rising as the shortage continues to bite. 
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Lloyd's List
August 27, 2004

UN fears over Barents Sea oil transport

BYLINE: Brian Reyes in Gibraltar

BODY:
THE United Nations Environment Programme has identified projected increases in oil and gas transport through the Barents Sea as one of the key threats to its unique Arctic ecosystem.

A new report by UNEP's Global International Waters Assessment singled out pollution as the second most serious environmental concern in the region after over-fishing by commercial trawlers.

While scientific analysis shows that the Barents Sea is much cleaner than other European seas, growth in Russian oil exports - together with the expansion of the oil and gas industries on the Russian Arctic shelf - has sparked fears about what lies ahead. 

"The increased exploration activities for petroleum resources in the Barents Sea, the offshore developments and the shipping of oil and gas along the coasts represent significant potential threats to this vulnerable Arctic ecosystem," said Klaus Toepfer, UNEP executive director.

The report draws attention to the difficulties of shipping oil under Arctic conditions and points to a lack of experience among some tanker crews faced with natural factors such as seasonal ice and frequent storms.

It adds that there is a lack of "long-term, well-co-ordinated" planning for offshore development in the region, "preventing oil companies from investing into ecological programmes and re-equipment of the tanker fleet".

According to the report development of reserves in the Barents Sea will increase the transport of oil to 40m tonnes by 2020.

"This will correspondingly increase the pressure on the Northern Sea route, which crosses the Barents Sea, by a factor of six," UNEP said in a statement.

"As a consequence, the risk of accidental oil spills is expected to increase in the near future."

The report recommends the development of safety plans to prevent accidental oil spills as well as contingency plans to respond to such incidents.

Additional environmental threats to the region identified include storage facilities for radioactive wastes and the impact of invasive species on the ecosystem.

The report can be found at www.giwa.net/barentssea/
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Financial Times (London, England)
August 27, 2004 Friday 
Europe Edition 1

Europe faces an Arctic oil dilemma: EUROPEAN COMMENT

BYLINE: By BRIAN GROOM

BODY:


As oil demand rises and the North Sea starts to run dry, Europe faces a dilemma as sensitive as President George W.Bush's stalled plan to drill in Alaska's Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.

Europe's equivalent is the Barents Sea, north of Norway and Russia, thought to contain a quarter of all undiscovered deposits - but also a spawning ground for fish and home to creatures from whales to puffins. 

Thorhild Widvey, Norway's energy minister, told a conference in Stavanger this week her government would consider opening more areas to exploration. The UN Environment Programme said a vulnerable ecosystem was under threat.

Russia and Norway aim to exploit oil and gas, including the Snohvit field off Norway, due to start producing gas in 2006, and the Shtokman gas field off Russia. Norway is allowing limited drilling for oil after a two-year moratorium.

Helge Lund, new chief executive of Statoil, Norway's biggest company, said he wanted "an extra push" in northern areas. More prospects at home would help Statoil and Norsk Hydro, which have struggled with foreign diversification.

Weather and large distances make the Barents a tough proposition, and oil companies are reluctant to step up exploration until they are sure higher prices are here to stay. More can be squeezed from the North Sea, although Norway is resisting pressure for tax concessions.

The issue underlines the need to reduce oil consumption, increase conservation and develop renewable energy. But with world demand threatening to increase by 50 per cent by 2030, hard decisions look unavoidable.
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Big News Network.com

Arctic ecosystem under threat   
Friday 27th August, 2004  

A new U.N. report warns that increased oil and natural gas activities are threatening the unique Barents Sea Arctic ecosystem.

Other threats include overfishing of cod and haddock, nuclear waste storage, the invasion of the red king crab, along with a projected six-fold increase in oil and gas transportation in the area. 

The report, prepared by the U.N. Environmental Program and the Global International Waters Assessment calls overexploitation of fish stocks the most alarming problem for the region at present. It says that fish in the Barents Sea continue to be overfished despite measures of regulation and control.

The report was presented at the Offshore Northern Seas Conference in Stavanger, Norway. It identified pollution as the next most important concern. It notes the Barents Sea is much cleaner than other European seas, and pollution does not constitute a threat to human health or ecosystems, but it points out risks associated with the expansion of oil and gas industries in the region.

The increased exploration activities for petroleum resources in the Barents Sea, the offshore developments and the shipping of oil and gas along the coasts represent significant potential threats to this vulnerable arctic ecosystem, said Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's executive director.
_________________________________________________________________________________________

The Scotsman.com

Northern Seas conference focus to tackle big issues 

ANTHONY HARRINGTON 
THIS year’s Offshore Northern Seas (ONS) Conference, held from 24 to 27 August at Stavangar, Norway, is squarely focused on the big issues. The theme line, "Shaping our energy future", sets out an ambitious target for the conference, and the ONS conference committee has been able to arrange for speakers of the calibre of the Norwegian prime minister, Kjell Magne Bondevik, and the French, Norwegian and UK energy ministers. 

The keynote speech on day one focuses on the geopolitics of oil and energy, and will be followed by a panel discussion with contributors such as Klaus Töpfer, the deputy secretary general of the United Nations. The focus on Wednesday is on the way in which the North Sea is being re-invigorated by being worked "without borders". 

France’s energy minister, Nicole Fountaine, will give a talk on the impact on European supply of dismantling the regulatory barriers as Europe moves to full deregulation of its power sector. 

Scottish delegates will be particularly interested in the section on the potential future fate of the Norwegian Sector. 

Elsewhere at the conference, Tom Botts, the chief executive of Shell Exploration and Production Europe, and Marianne Lie, director general of the Norwegian Shipowners Association, will be among top oil industry executives and contractors giving short presentations and participating in the panel discussion. 

Wednesday’s afternoon session will highlight the future of European gas supply. The buyers’ perspective will be given by the Ruhrgas chairman, Dr Burckhard Bergmann, while Yves-Louis Darricarrère, Total’s executive vice-president for gas and power, will address the question of whether the gas bubble has burst. BP’s group vice-president will look at changing patterns of supply. 

Delegates will also get a chance to examine the role of Russia as a gas supplier to many parts of Europe. The conference will address the question of whether the vast gas reserves that Russia has in the Barents Sea will change the shape of European electricity supply. 

The Thursday and Friday morning sessions will be given over to looking at the role of technology in shaping our engineering future. Health and Safety questions will be on the agenda at the topical lunch on Thursday. The keynote speaker will be Joep van Groenweg, a professor at Leiden University in the Netherlands. 

The Stavanger oil culture festival and a technological exhibition are running in tandem with ONS. The culture festival features the food, wine and culture of energy-related cities that have a direct connection to Stavanger, together with open air concerts.
Green Consumer Guide

Arctic ecosystem under threat

The unique Arctic ecosystem of Barents Sea faces rising pressure from a range of environmental threats according to a report issued this week from the UN Environment Programme (UNEP). Over-fishing, nuclear waste storage and a massive increase in oil and gas transportation represent the main threats uncovered by scientists. 

The overexploitation of fish stocks is "the most alarming problem for the region at present", according to the report. It says that fish in the Barents Sea continue to be over-fished despite measures of regulation and control. Pollution was identified as the next most important concern. 

While the report notes that the Barents Sea is much cleaner than other European seas, and that pollution does not constitute a threat to human health or ecosystems, it points out numerous risks associated with the expansion of oil and gas industries in the region, such as accidental oil spills. 

Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's Executive Director, explained at the launch of the report; "The increased exploration activities for petroleum resources in the Barents Sea, the offshore developments and the shipping of oil and gas along the coasts represent significant potential threats to this vulnerable arctic ecosystem." 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Stuff.com
Arctic sea under threat from overfishing and oil - UN 

25 August 2004 
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STAVANGER: The Arctic Barents Sea is under threat from overfishing, oil and gas exploration and Soviet-era radioactive waste, the UN Environment Programme said on Tuesday. 

It urged new regulations and strict enforcement to protect the fragile marine ecosystems north of Russia and Norway from the threats, also including invasive species brought from other regions and dumped by ships flushing out ballast tanks. 

Over-exploitation of fish stocks including cod and haddock is "the most alarming problem for the region at present," according to the UNEP report issued at an international oil conference in Stavanger, west Norway. 

The study, written with help from Russian and Norwegian scientists as part of a Global International Waters Assessment, said that pollution was the second biggest concern even though the Barents was still cleaner than other European seas. 

The survey pointed to wide risks linked to "the expansion of oil and gas industries in the region." 

"The increased exploration activities for petroleum resources in the Barents Sea, the offshore developments and the shipping of oil and gas along the coasts represent significant potential threats to this vulnerable Arctic ecosystem," UNEP head Klaus Toepfer said. 

Both Russia and Norway are aiming to exploit oil and gas, including the Snoehvit field off Norway due to start producing natural gas in 2006 and the Shtokman gas field off Russia. 

The report projected that development of these oil and gas deposits would increase oil transport to 40 million tonnes by the year 2020 and raise pressure on northern sea routes sixfold. 

Russia and Norway are the world's biggest oil exporters behind Saudi Arabia. Environmentalists want less focus on developing oil in the Barents and more on protecting creatures - from puffins and cormorants to seals and killer whales. 

A surge in oil prices this year makes it more attractive for companies to explore in high cost areas like the Barents Sea. 

The report suggested "development of safety plans to prevent accidental oil spills, and contingency plans to respond to accidents." 

The report also urges better long-term efforts to dispose of stored nuclear waste around the Russian city of Murmansk, once the base of the mighty Soviet Northern Fleet and now the site of "more radioactive waste than any other region of the world." 

Invasive species were also a threat to the Barents ecosystem, both from ballast water and the Red King crab introduced in a Stalin-era scheme to bring a new type of food from the region from the Pacific Ocean. 

The Red King crab population has exploded in recent years. 

"We read the report as a strong critique of Russia and Norway," said Dag Nagoda of the WWF environmental group. He said the nations should set far stricter fishing quotas, set up petroleum-free zones and force ships to sail further from the coasts. 

Thursday 26 August 2004
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The unique Arctic ecosystem of Barents Sea faces rising pressure from a range of environmental threats according to a report issued this week from the UN Environment Programme (UNEP). Over-fishing, nuclear waste storage and a massive increase in oil and gas transportation represent the main threats uncovered by scientists. 

The overexploitation of fish stocks is "the most alarming problem for the region at present", according to the report. It says that fish in the Barents Sea continue to be over-fished despite measures of regulation and control. Pollution was identified as the next most important concern. 

While the report notes that the Barents Sea is much cleaner than other European seas, and that pollution does not constitute a threat to human health or ecosystems, it points out numerous risks associated with the expansion of oil and gas industries in the region, such as accidental oil spills. 

Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's Executive Director, explained at the launch of the report; "The increased exploration activities for petroleum resources in the Barents Sea, the offshore developments and the shipping of oil and gas along the coasts represent significant potential threats to this vulnerable arctic ecosystem." _________________________________________________________________________________________Bottom of Form
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South China Morning Post
August 27, 2004

Scourge that knows no boundaries

BODY:
Across East Asia, the blight of air and water pollution is spreading in the wake of economic development, not just within countries but across borders to damage the quality of life in neighbouring nations and regions.

The recurrence of choking air pollution in Hong Kong originating from the transport, industry and cities of Guangdong, and the pall of smoke from forest fires in Indonesia drifting over Malaysia and Singapore, are unwelcome reminders of this downside of growth.

So, too, are the complaints from states in Southeast Asia about China's new dams on the upper reaches of the Mekong River. The Chinese barrages are blamed, perhaps unfairly, for declining water flow and fish catches in the lower reaches of Southeast Asia's largest river. 

Some political analysts say that cross-border environmental disputes could worsen as the pressure of population on available natural resources increases and the consequences are exacerbated by global warming.

Scientists meeting in Stockholm, Sweden, this week warned that the risk of wars being fought over water is rising because of rapid population growth in some parts of the world and lack of effective action by governments. Conflict over access to dwindling supplies of fresh water appears most likely within and between countries in the Middle East, Africa and South Asia. For example, India wants to divert water from South Asian rivers, prompting claims that it will turn parts of neighbouring Bangladesh into desert and cause unseasonal flooding in Nepal.

In East Asia, air pollution is the major cross-border environmental problem. Dust and sand storms affect Northeast Asia nearly five times as frequently as they did 50 years ago, according to a study by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) released this year. The storms come from the dry regions of northern China and Mongolia, where excessive grazing and farming, deforestation and climate change have contributed to the spread of deserts. A single storm can dump more than 8,000 tonnes of sand on South Korea, according to the country's Rural Development Agency.

UNEP warned that the phenomenon was a threat to people's health and to economies in the region, with disruptions and losses amounting to US$ 6.5 billion a year. The 1997-98 fires in Southeast Asia are estimated to have cost regional economies over US$ 9 billion in damage to health, farming, transport and tourism.

The Northeast Asian dust storms blow across the Korean Peninsula and Japan. On the way, they pick up toxic pollutants in the industrial belt along China's east coast. The Korean Peninsula and Japan, as well as China itself, have also been affected by acid rain caused by sulfur dioxide emissions from Chinese coal-burning power plants. A massive tree-planting programme is under way to stem the spread of deserts in China. Tighter controls to reduce acid-rain damage have been imposed by Chinese authorities. But because these environmental problems transcend borders, they complicate the responses.

For example, efforts by Hong Kong and Guangdong to tackle the Pearl River Delta's pollution together are being stymied by their differing political and legal systems.

Still, South Korea, Japan and China have established a system of monitoring and early warning of dust and sand storms, and such efforts are getting support from UN agencies, the World Bank and the Asian Development Bank. Effective national action and better international co-operation are the best way forward.Michael Richardson, a former Asia editor of the International Herald Tribune, is a visiting senior research fellow at the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies in Singapore. The views expressed in this article are those of the author
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Canada Newswire

HEADLINE: Managing Used Nuclear Fuel: Citizens Speak
DATELINE: OTTAWA, Aug. 26

BODY:
Canadian citizens are keen to play a role in deciding what to do with the country's used nuclear fuel. They are concerned for public safety and they want to act now to protect this and future generations. Most important, they have identified key values to guide future decisions. 
    These and other findings from deliberative dialogues with Canadians are detailed in Responsible Action - Citizens' Dialogue on the Long-term Management of Used Nuclear Fuel, an analytical report by Judy Watling, Judith Maxwell, Nandini Saxena and Suzanne Taschereau of the Canadian Policy Research Networks (CPRN), published today. 

    The dialogues were organized by CPRN on behalf of the Nuclear Waste Management Organization (NWMO). This non-profit organization was set up by the nuclear industry at the request of the federal government to advise it on options for the long-term management of used nuclear fuel. The dialogues are a 
key element in the NWMO's engagement with experts, stakeholders and the public at large. 


    Canada's 22 commercial nuclear reactors produce 13 % of our electricity.  They are expected to produce 3.6 million used fuel bundles over their anticipated lifetimes. Today, these are safely stored in licensed facilities 
at the nuclear generating stations. The fuel remains hazardous for a very long time. Canada, like other nuclear countries, is seeking an acceptable method of storing it for the long-term. That choice, says the NWMO, must be "socially acceptable, technically sound, environmentally responsible and economically feasible." 
    "The engagement of citizens is essential," says Elizabeth Dowdeswell, NWMO President. "Effective public policy is built upon an understanding of what really matters to Canadians. We need thoughtful deliberation and dialogue." 


    A representative sample of 462 Canadians took part in dialogues in 12 cities across the country, in both official languages. Citizens from all walks of life gave up a Saturday or Sunday to discuss what principles should guide decisions about used nuclear fuel over the long-term. (See dialogue backgrounders.) 


    "The citizens' dialogues are not intended to supplant expert advice," says Judith Maxwell, President of CPRN, "They tell us what values Canadians believe should govern our decisions regarding used nuclear fuel."

    Those values are:

    -  Responsibility - live up to our responsibilities and deal with the        problems we create. 
    -  Adaptability - develop and apply new knowledge as it emerges. 
    -  Stewardship - our duty to husband resources and leave a sound legacy 
       to future generations. 
    -  Accountability and Transparency - to rebuild trust. 
    -  Knowledge - a public good for better decisions now and in the future. 
    -  Inclusion - we all have a role to play.

    "The first three address how rights and responsibilities should be shared across generations," says Maxwell. "The last three address how decisions are made and who should be making them. The values are not mutually exclusive and often reinforce each other." 
    

Citizens want to take responsibility and act now on waste created in generating electricity they have used. But they also want to make it possible for future generations to revisit today's choices in the light of new 

knowledge and technologies.     Citizens advocated a holistic approach to the challenge of managing used 
nuclear fuel. They supported conserving energy use, exploiting alternative energy sources and, fully assessing the costs and benefits of all types of  energy. 
    

They are keen to ensure that they receive the information they need to contribute to decisions about the long-term management of used nuclear fuel. They want an independent body, with expert and citizen representation, to see that information is provided and that government and industry do their part. 


   "Perhaps most important, participants strongly endorsed the NWMO's engagement approach and see it as a model for future decision-making," says Maxwell. 
 

   "We have listened and learned," says Dowdeswell. "Citizens have contributed important insights. The values they expressed will guide NWMO's further work and be reflected in our ultimate recommendations for the long- term management of used nuclear fuel."

    The NWMO is committed to developing a nuclear waste management recommendation that is socially acceptable, environmentally responsible, technically sound and economically feasible. It must complete its study and present its recommendation to the Government of Canada by November 2005. 
    CPRN is a national not-for-profit research institute whose mission is to create knowledge and lead public debate on social and economic issues important to the well-being of Canadians, in order to help build a more just, prosperous and caring society.

    To download a free copy of the report visit the CPRN home page: http://www.cprn.org or visit the NWMO Web site at http://www.nwmo.ca     A weekly CPRN e mail service, e-network, provides short updates on 
research projects or corporate activities. Visit www.e-network.ca to subscribe.


    BACKGROUNDER 
    -------------------------------------------------------------------------

    The NWMO 
    The Nuclear Waste Management Organization was established by Canada's nuclear electricity generators following passage of the Nuclear Fuel Waste Act in 2002. The organization's purpose is to investigate and recommend to the Government of Canada an approach for the long-term management of used nuclear 
fuel. It must present its study by November 2005. 
    An arms-length not-for-profit company, the NWMO is comprised of a small group of professional and support staff under the leadership of its president Elizabeth Dowdeswell, an accomplished executive with an extensive background in government, education and international affairs. A Pierre Elliot Trudeau Foundation mentor, she served as Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Program and is a former Assistant Deputy Minister of Environment for Canada. 
    The NWMO has the benefit of an independent Advisory Council, chaired by the Hon. David Crombie, President and CEO of the Canadian Urban Institute. A guarantor of the public interest, the Advisory Council's written comments on the NWMO study will be made public. 
    The NWMO has committed to working collaboratively with Canadians to develop a long-term management approach for used nuclear fuel that is socially acceptable, environmentally responsible, technically sound and economically feasible. To do this it has developed an iterative study plan which invites citizens to help shape the decision-making process, and to participate in developing the recommendation. Its first discussion document, Asking the Right Questions? was released in November, 2003.

    The Issue 
    Canada has 22 nuclear reactors generating electricity in Ontario, Quebec and New Brunswick. Over their anticipated lifetimes they are expected to produce 3.6 million used fuel bundles which remain hazardous to humans and the environment for a very long time. Currently, these are safely stored at the reactor sites in interim facilities licensed and regulated by the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission. Some additional used fuel occurs in the production of isotopes for medical applications or research and testing purposes. Like 
most other nuclear countries, Canada has not yet adopted an approach for the long-term management of its used nuclear fuel.

    The Study 
    The CPRN National Citizens' Dialogue is an important element of the NWMO's engagement with the public at large, stakeholders and experts. Other activities include: discussions with people living in nuclear site communities to gain insight from their unique experience with nuclear energy, a dialogue and consultation process developed by aboriginal organizations and supported by the NWMO, regional and national dialogues involving stakeholders and others interested in public policy issues, a scenarios exercise to imagine different 
futures, public opinion research, and a number of structured dialogues for in-depth exploration of key issues. 
    Expert advice has been sought at workshops convened by the NWMO and on its behalf. More than 50 background papers have been commissioned to learn from the best knowledge available in Canada and internationally. A roundtable has been established to deliberate and provide guidance on ethical considerations. And, a multi-disciplinary assessment team is undertaking a rigorous analysis of management approaches. 
    The website, www.nwmo.ca, is at the core of the NWMO dialogue with the general public. It hosts all NWMO research and information and it provides interactive opportunities for comments, submissions and surveys. 
    After publication of its second discussion document, Understanding the Choices, the NWMO will initiate a second intense round of engagement including a series of information and dialogue sessions in communities across Canada and several topic-specific e-dialogues. A schedule of these events will be posted on the website. Draft recommendations will be released early in 2005 before a final report is prepared and presented to the Minister of Natural Resources Canada. The Government of Canada will choose a way forward from among the approaches studied by the NWMO.

VIEW ADDITIONAL COMPANY-SPECIFIC INFORMATION: 
http://www.newswire.ca/en/releases/orgDisplay.cgi?okey=76719 
http://www.newswire.ca/en/releases/orgDisplay.cgi?okey=24166 
 
CONTACT: on the publication, please contact: Judith Maxwell, President, CPRN, Tel: (613) 567-7500 ext. 2002 - E-mail: jmaxwell(at)cprn.org; Peter Puxley, Director, Public Affairs, CPRN, Tel: (613) 567-7500 ext. 2019 - E-mail: ppuxley(at)cprn.org; Liz Dowdeswell, President, NWMO, Tel: (416) 934-9814 ext. 234; Mike Krizanc, Communications Manager, NWMO, Tel: (416) 934-9814 ext. 225 - E-mail: mkrizanc(at)nwmo.ca
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Reuters

Hurricane Charley Leaves Cuba $1 Billion Bill


HAVANA - Hurricane Charley caused more than $1 billion in damage to Havana and its surrounding provinces when it roared through western Cuba on Aug. 13, killing four people, a leader of the ruling Communist Party said. 

The storm demolished 4,177 houses and damaged almost 70,000 other homes, Politburo member Pedro Saez said in comments published by Cuban newspapers Granma and Rebel Youth. 

Charley has been nicknamed the "lumberjack" hurricane because its 105 mph (169 kph) winds uprooted or snapped more than 8,000 trees in Havana, and destroyed 300 hectares (7,400 acres) of tree plantations outside the city, he said. 

It was the worst storm to hit Cuba since Hurricane Michelle in 2001 plowed through the center of the island in 2001, leaving 200,000 homeless and $1.8 billion in damages. 

Saez, the party's first secretary for Havana, said Charley's most painful impact was to leave 2 million inhabitants without water for days on end because pumping facilities had no power. 

Large parts of the city's westside, as well as Havana and Pinar del Rio provinces had no electricity for 11 days due to the downing of 28 high-voltage towers from a power plant in Mariel. 

Some 23,000 hectares (56,800 acres) of bananas, citrus and other fruit were flattened in Havana province, where cattle, chicken and pig farms were badly damaged. 

Cuba rejected an offer of $50,000 in aid made by the State Department, calling the amount a "ridiculous and humiliating charity." 

A government statement issued on Sunday called the U.S. gesture "hypocritical" in view of the economic sanctions Washington has maintained against Cuba for four decades. 

Story Date: 27/8/2004 
 ________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

IUCN Probes Oil Development Impact on Endangered Gray Whales 
GLAND, Switzerland, August 26, 2004 (ENS) - Two offshore platforms linked to Sakhalin Island by pipelines are the next oil development planned for Russia's Far East, but the project is located near the summer feeding grounds of the only known population of critically endangered Western gray whales. 

In response to widespread concerns over the environmental impacts of this oil and gas development, IUCN–The World Conservation Union is convening an Independent Scientific Review Panel to evaluate how it may affect the whales. 

Known as the Sakhalin II Phase 2 project, developed by Sakhalin Energy Investment Company (SEIC), the project has come under public scrutiny over its potential threat to the survival of the Western gray whale, eschrichtius_robustus. 

Last month, the International Whaling Commission called for urgent measures to protect these rare and vulnerable whales. 

The Northwest Pacific gray whale is classed as critically endangered because it is geographically distinct, and is thought to have less than 50 reproductive individuals after being hunted to near extinction. (Photo by David W. Weller of NOAA courtesy IUCN)
In the face of this public concern, the Sakhalin Energy Investment Company went to the IUCN for a factual evaluation of the dangers to whales from the oil project. 

Mohammad Rafiq, who heads the of IUCN Business and Biodiversity Programme, said, “Conservation organizations and potential project lenders have been asking for an independent scientific review of the project. Sakhalin Energy Investment Company has approached IUCN to carry out this task as a knowledge based organization." 

"We have accepted this responsibility after consultation with key stakeholders in consideration of our Union’s mission and mandate and on the condition of full autonomy to ensure the credible, objective review expected from IUCN,” said Rafiq. 

Pending this review, Sakhalin Energy has postponed certain development work. 

The only known population of this species in the Northwest Pacific may number no more than 100 whales, says the IUCN, which maintains the Red List of Threatened Species, a database that tracks the conservation status of thousands of animal and plant species. 

The Red List results from the work of the IUCN Species Survival Commission, a network of some 7,000 volunteer members from almost every country of the world - researchers, government officials, wildlife veterinarians, zoo and botanical institute employees, marine biologists, protected area managers, and wildlife experts. 

The Independent Scientific Review Panel, commissioned by the Sakhalin Energy Investment Company and convened by IUCN, will be made up of international experts on gray whale ecology and behavior, oil spill risk analysis, noise and bio-acoustics, and other issues. The IUCN said all issues will be identified in close consultation with the conservation community, governments, lending organizations and the companies involved. 

Dr. Randall Reeves, chair of the Cetacean Specialist Group of the IUCN Species Survival Commission, will chair the Panel. 

The Panel is expected to complete the review by the end of November this year. Its report will provide information to the decision-makers of the project, including its potential lenders, and will be made publicly available. 

Sakhalin Energy Investment Company Ltd. is the Shell-led operating company for the Sakhalin II Production-Sharing Agreement. Mitsubishi and Mitsui are the other key shareholders. 

The company was formed in 1994 to develop the Piltun Astokhskoye oil field and the Lunskoye gas field in the Sea of Okhotsk, offshore Sakhalin Island in the Russian Far East. 

Western gray whale and an oil platform offshore Sakhalin Island in the Russian Far East. (Photo courtesy Pacific Environment)
Sakhalin II is the first Production-Sharing Agreement signed in Russia and the first to go into production. When the first crude oil was produced in 1999, this was the first offshore oil production in Russia. 

Sakhalin Energy is conducting its own Western gray whale research program, separate and distinct from the IUCN's Independent Scientific Review Panel. 

Sakhalin Energy is funding the research program jointly with other oil companies working on Sakhalin offshore oil and gas projects, and says that over $2 million dollars is being spent this year. 

Russian scientific institutions supervised by the All-Russian Fisheries and Oceanography Research Institute, Moscow, as well as international experts, are conducting the program of studies. 

They are doing marine acoustic monitoring work, including ambient noise monitoring and transmission loss experiments. Aerial, vessel and shore based distribution surveys as well as a whale photo identification program are underway. 

Whale behavior is being studied to provide a basis to further document potential impacts on the whales, Sakhalin Energy said, and satellite tagging technology is being considered. 

The onshore program of distribution and behavior studies and the aerial surveys started in July, and the vessel based surveys began in August. The surveys will run until October. 

Sakhalin Energy, in partnership with other oil companies working on the Sakhalin Shelf, has been involved in the monitoring and research of the Western gray whale since 1997. 

"Through benthic studies we know that the Piltun feeding area, and an offshore feeding area discovered in the last two years as a result of the monitoring work, are very rich in food resources," Sakhalin Energy said in a statement August 13. 

The presence and distribution of the whales offshore Sakhalin are directly related to the abundance of these food resources, the company said. 

Ten new calves were identified in 2003 through photo ID studies sponsored by Sakhalin Energy and partners, the company said. 

"While this is the highest number of calves recorded since the studies began, it is not expected again this year as these whales give birth on average about once every three years and the overall whale population estimate is low," Sakhalin Energy said. "Nonetheless, the birth of so many calves last year is encouraging, and the monitoring teams will be keeping watch for new offspring again this season." 

The IUCN is online at: http://www.iucn.org 

Sakhalin Energy's Gray Whale Protection Program is found here.

__________________________________________________________________________________________Prepared by News Services Section
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T H U R S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Iraq: Annan welcomes cleric’s effort to broker peace in Najaf

*
UN envoy begins final mission to Darfur, Sudan before Security Council deadline

*
UN team finds rebel-held areas of Côte d’Ivoire struggling for basic services

*
Security tightened at DR of Congo-Burundi border, UN reports 

*
UN warns of ‘silent emergency’ over deadly lack of basic sanitation
*
UN ‘strongly protests’ Israel’s use of Palestine refugee school as detention centre
*
Experts monitoring weapons embargo against Somalia extended for six months

*
UNICEF helps Liberia’s child warriors return to home and school

*
UN seeks urgent aid to stop African locust crisis from becoming full-scale plague
*
Afghanistan pilots job-training scheme to take advantage of growing tourism

*
UN calls for studies to assess bird flu potential to become human pandemic

* * * * 

Iraq

26 August – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today welcomed efforts by Iraq’s top Shiite Muslim cleric to end the fighting in the holy city of Najaf, voiced great concern over the high death toll in nearby Kufa and other cities, and reiterated the world body’s readiness to help the country’s political transition.

Mr. Annan said he was encouraged by reports that an agreement to halt the armed hostilities in Najaf has been reached following intervention by Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani to end weeks of fighting between United States and interim Government forces on the one hand and Shiite Muslim cleric Said Moqtada Al-Sadr’s militia on the other.

“The Secretary-General calls upon all parties to respect the sanctity of the Imam Ali Mosque, which is one of the holiest shrines for Muslims all over the world,” a statement issued by a spokesman in New York said.  

It added that Mr. Annan was “greatly dismayed” by violent incidents today in Kufa and other locations in Iraq, particularly by the high toll of dead and wounded, including civilian casualties.

“The Secretary-General expresses concern over the humanitarian situation created as a result of the recent hostilities and reminds all parties of their responsibilities under international humanitarian law, including their obligation to ensure free and unhindered access of medical personnel and humanitarian aid to all areas in need,” the statement said.

“The Secretary-General reiterates that the United Nations stands ready to assist Iraqis in the transitional political process and calls upon them to resolve their differences through peaceful means,” it concluded.

* * *

Sudan

26 August – The senior United Nations envoy to Sudan today began his last mission to the war-torn Darfur region ahead of next week’s meeting of the Security Council, which will decide whether the Government is making good on commitments to restore security and disarm the militias responsible for killings and massive displacement.

Jan Pronk, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Sudan, travelled to West Darfur state, on the start of a three-day mission with other members of the Joint Implementation Mechanism (JIM).

JIM was set up last month to ensure that the UN and Khartoum implement their pledges to alleviate the humanitarian crisis engulfing Darfur, where more than 1.2 million people are internally displaced and another 200,000 refugees have fled across the border into Chad.

Next week Mr. Pronk will brief the Security Council on the progress made by Khartoum, which had been given 30 days to take action or face possible measures under Article 41 of the UN Charter, including economic penalties and severing of diplomatic relations. The Council set the deadline in a resolution adopted on 30 July.

Under the Plan of Action agreed to with the UN, the Sudanese Government agreed to take steps to disarm the Janjaweed militias, accused of killing civilians and displacing thousands of people, and restore security to troubled Darfur.

UN spokesman Stephane Dujarric said today that two other UN envoys are also in Darfur to monitor the latest developments. Mr. Pronk’s deputy Manuel Aranda da Silva is travelling to South Darfur while the UN Deputy Humanitarian Coordinator for Sudan Erick De Mul is in North Darfur.

* * *

Côte d’Ivoire

26 August – Most of the inhabitants of the rebel-controlled parts of Côte d’Ivoire lack basic health, sanitation, water and education services, a United Nations humanitarian team has reported after visiting the areas last week.

Led by Abdoulaye Mar Dieye, the UN Humanitarian Coordinator for Côte d’Ivoire, the mission said the northern and western areas are suffering because of the slow deployment of Government workers, UN spokesman Stephane Dujarric told reporters today.

Village pumps and other water facilities are badly maintained, leaving many people without access to clean water and at high risk of contracting water-borne diseases, he added.

The UN team was sent to assess the situation in the north and west of the divided West African country, which is controlled by the Government in the south and by opposition forces in the north. 

Last year the warring sides signed the Linas-Marcoussis Agreement, which ended bitter fighting and led to a government of national reconciliation. Elections are scheduled for October 2005.

Peacekeeping forces from the UN Operation in Côte d’Ivoire (UNOCI), which has been operating since May last year, separate the two areas. More than 5,800 military personnel are now on the ground, making the mission’s deployment nearly complete. 

Meanwhile, the World Food Programme (WFP) reported that five unofficial roadblocks in the western town of Guiglo are hampering relief efforts.

* * *

DR of Congo

26 August – United Nations peacekeeping missions in Burundi and the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) are working to tighten security along the border to prevent a repeat of the recent slaughter of refugees at Gatumba camp.

The new UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) military spokesman, Maj. François Ouedraogo, told journalists yesterday that security has been reinforced along the border in the wake of the killing of some 160 Banyamulenge (Congolese Tutsi) refugees at the Burundian transit centre at Gatumba during the night of 13 August.

MONUC’s Force Commander, Gen. Iliya Samaila, had toured eastern DRC and visited Burundi’s capital, Bujumbura, to talk with UN troops and Congolese officers and to explore, with his counterpart of the UN Operation in Burundi (ONUB), further joint activities on the ground.

In the framework of the Disarmament, Demobilization, Repatriation, Resettlement and Reintegration process, meanwhile, a high-level Ugandan delegation has arranged for the repatriation of the remaining 100 troops from Kananga Province, according to MONUC spokeswoman Patricia Tomé.

The mission had repatriated the majority of them to Entebbe, Uganda, last December, she said.

* * *
Water/sanitation

26 August – With more than 2.6 billion people – over 40 per cent of the world’s population – lacking access to basic sanitation, and more than 1 billion drinking unsafe water, the United Nations today issued a wake-up call to global leaders for urgent action now to meet ambitious goals set by the 2000 UN Millennium Summit.

While the world is on track to meet the Millennium Development Goal (MDG) of cutting the number of people lacking safe drinking water to 800 million by 2015, the MDG of providing basic sanitation to 75 per cent of the global population will at the present rate of progress fall short by half a billion people, allowing waste and disease to spread, killing millions of children and leaving millions more on the brink of survival.

Most of this toll will occur in rural Africa and Asia, according to a report released today by World Health Organization (WHO) and the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF). The MDG baseline date for reaching the targets by 2015 is 1990. 

“Around the world millions of children are being born into a silent emergency of simple needs,” UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy. “The growing disparity between the haves and the have-nots in terms of access to basic services is killing around 4,000 children every day and underlies many more of the 10 million child deaths each year. We have to act now to close this gap or the death toll will certainly rise.”

“Water and sanitation are among the most important determinants of public health. Wherever people achieve reliable access to safe drinking-water and adequate sanitation they have won a major battle against a wide range of diseases,” WHO Director-General Dr LEE Jong-wook added.

The severe human and economic toll of missing the sanitation target could be prevented by closing the gap between urban and rural populations and providing simple hygiene education, the report notes. It warns that a global trend towards urbanization is marginalizing rural poor and putting huge strain on services in cities. As a result, families living in the rural villages and urban slums are trapped in a cycle of ill-health and poverty.

While more than 1 billion people have gained access to basic sanitation services, population growth has outstripped the global response, translating numerical gains into much smaller gains in proportional terms. In 1990, 49 per cent of world had access to basic sanitation facilities. Today, that figure has increased by only nine percentage points, way behind schedule for the 2015 MDG target of 75 per cent coverage.

The consequences of inaction are severe, according to WHO and UNICEF. Diarrhoeal disease currently kills 1.8 million people each year, mostly children under five, with millions more left permanently debilitated. Over 40 billion work hours are lost in Africa to the need to fetch drinking water. And many children, particularly girls, are prevented from going to school for want of latrines, squandering their intellectual and economic potential.

* * * 

Middle East

26 August – The main United Nations agency helping Palestine refugees has strongly protested Israel’s use of one of its schools as a detention and interrogation centre for hundreds of suspects, calling it “a flagrant violation of UN privileges and immunities.”

The UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) said Israeli military forces broke into its girls’ school in Askar Refugee Camp in the West Bank on Tuesday. This was not the first such abuse of the agency’s humanitarian installations in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, with at least 10 schools having previously been occupied.

“In all these cases, the Agency has also protested to the Israeli authorities, but without result, as the most recent violation reflects,” it added. 

“It is unacceptable that the Israeli Army persists in using UNRWA installations for rounding up and interrogating Palestinians despite our repeated calls on them to cease this practice,” the agency’s Director of Operations in the West Bank, Anders Fange, said. “All the explanations given by the Israeli military as to why they use UNRWA installations for these purposes disregard the fact that they violate international legal norms.”

In a related development, the New York-based Bureau of the UN Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People has expressed “grave concern at the systematic violation of the rights of Palestinian prisoners” in Israeli prisons, where over 3,000 detainees, including hundreds of ailing prisoners, are now on hunger strike.

“The prisoners are routinely subjected to inhumane conditions of incarceration, including arbitrary and indiscriminate beatings, humiliating strip searches, solitary confinement for excessive periods of time, and severe restrictions on family visits,” it said in a statement. “The Bureau is particularly distressed by reports of continued use of torture and other forms of ill-treatment of the detainees.” 

Noting that it had repeatedly called upon Israel to abide by its obligations under the Fourth Geneva Convention, the Agency called urged the government to heed the strikers’ demands and “ensure that the detainees, including women and children, are treated in a humane manner, that proper detention conditions are immediately established and basic human rights restored.”

More than 7,000 Palestinians from the occupied Palestinian territory, including East Jerusalem, have been detained by Israeli army or police for political reasons, including well over 300 child detainees and over 100 women, the bureau said. 

* * * 

Somalia

26 August – In a bid to continue identifying violators of the 1992 weapons embargo against Somalia and find ways to strengthen compliance, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has reappointed the members of an expert panel tracking the ban.

John Tambi of Sierra Leone, Melvin Holt Jr. of the United States, Chansheng Li of China and Joel Salek of Colombia will continue serving on the panel for an additional six months. Mr. Tambi is a transport expert, Mr. Holt has extensive knowledge about arms, Mr. Li is a customs specialist and Mr. Salek is an authority on financial matters.

Mr. Annan’s action came in response to a recent Security Council resolution which called on the experts to “continue refining and updating information on the draft list of those who continue to violate the arms embargo inside and outside Somalia, and their active supporters, for possible future measures.”

According to the panel’s 11 August report, the frontline and neighbouring States - Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, the United Arab Emirates and Yemen - should implement anti-money-laundering and anti-terrorist measures to strengthen the capacity of their financial institutions to trace any funds linked to trafficking and smuggling.

Dhow traffic in the region should be regulated, the report says, while the International Maritime Organization (IMO), in consultation with neighbouring countries and related organizations, should develop a practical monitoring programme for Somalia’s 3,200-kilometre coastline, the second longest in Africa.

Though arms transfers by air had dropped in number, Somalia’s neighbours should put all their airstrips under the control of their national airport regulators and should more closely monitor their own borders and their vehicular traffic, according to the report.

* * *

Liberia

26 August – Just four months after the launch of a massive disarmament campaign in Liberia, almost 85 per cent of about 5,800 demobilized children have been reunited with their families after being forcibly abducted or recruited into the West African country’s 15-year civil war, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) said today.

“Children should never have been caught up in the conflict in the first place. They should never have seen murders and rapes, or the intentional destruction of their schools and hospitals,” said UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy, who is on a three-day visit to the Liberia to mark the first anniversary of the signing of a peace agreement.

“After 15 years of war, Liberia has a tremendous opportunity – and responsibility – to ensure that children never have to live through the terror of war again,” she added.

During her visit, she met with children who had been forced to carry arms or serve as spies, porters, cooks and sex slaves. Of the almost 5,800 children demobilized so far, 1,175 were girls, 15 of whom were pregnant. 

The children go through the Disarmament, Demobilization, Rehabilitation and Reintegration (DDRR) programme led by the UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL). The reintegration phase – what happens to children when they get home – emphasizes access to education and vocational training, supported by strong community involvement. 

“This is the time to invest in children – to put their futures, and that of the country – at the heart of development planning,” Ms. Bellamy said. “Liberian children need to look to the future with hope and confidence – and that means, as a bare minimum, arming them instead with education and skills.”

A Back-to-School campaign launched by UNICEF in November has enabled more than 800,000 children and 20,000 teachers to get back to classrooms. UNICEF has provided education supplies, teacher-training programmes, safe water and sanitation facilities in schools. 

Over the next 18 months, an accelerated learning programme that folds six years of primary school into three will be introduced into public schools, particularly in areas seeing large numbers of returning children. Even before the war almost half of all school-age children were not enrolled in classes, while girls made up less than half the number of boys at the primary school level. Only a quarter of Liberian women and only two in five men can read.

* * *
Locusts

26 August – Although the global community has responded to a United Nations appeal to help west and northwest African countries fight the current locust crisis, the situation remains dramatic and more international aid is urgently needed to prevent a full-scale plague, the UN Food and Agriculture organization (FAO) warned today.

Aircraft, pesticides, vehicles, sprayers, monitoring capacity and technical support to battle the crop-devouring insects are lacking in all affected countries and millions of people could be threatened by famine, the Rome-based agency said.

“Additional donor support is urgently needed for targeted aerial and ground spraying and for environmental monitoring,” it added. 

So far, of the $100 million needed to control the current locust upsurge $32 million from the international community has been approved or is in the pipeline and a further $5 million has been provided from FAO’s own resources.

The worst affected country is currently Mauritania, with large areas of locust infestations requiring control. The situation is also deteriorating in Mali and Niger. Locust swarms have also been reported in Burkina Faso, Cape Verde, Chad and Senegal, while there are unconfirmed reports from northwestern Nigeria and a moderate risk that swarms will also reach Darfur, Sudan – the scene of a massive humanitarian crisis.

FAO warned that the situation could further deteriorate in the next few weeks with new swarms starting to form in September, seriously threatening crops that will be ready for harvest in the affected countries.

“The main effort should be now to protect as much as possible of the next harvest, which is crucial for the food security situation of millions of people in the region,” it said.

The current infestation is potentially worse than the last plague of 1987-89, which cost the international community $300 million, especially since it is occurring at a time of seed planting instead of harvesting.

* * * 

Afghanistan

26 August – The Afghan Government is piloting a scheme to teach widowed women the kind of skills necessary to work in the country’s tourist industry, which is re-emerging after more than two decades of dormancy due to war and Taliban hostility, the United Nations Assistance Mission to Afghanistan (UNAMA) reported today.

More than 30 women are learning skills such as cooking, literacy and home-making, to take advantage of the growing interest from tourists in the site of the Bamiyan Buddha statues and the Band-i-Amir Lake in Afghanistan’s central region.

If the pilot phase works, the scheme will be expanded to help more widowed women left financially vulnerable by the loss of their family’s breadwinner, UNAMA spokesman Manoel de Almeida e Silva said.

Briefing reporters in the capital Kabul, he said that while there was no official data showing how many visitors travel to and stay in Bamiyan, there was widespread anecdotal evidence that tourist demand there is rising.

More guesthouses and restaurants have been built, and the Band-i-Amir Lake now has a hotel on its shore as well as paddle-boats for public use. The tourists appear to be a mix of Afghans and expatriates from the international community living in Kabul.

The Bamiyan Valley is on the World Heritage List of the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) because of the significance of its archaeological remains, including ancient Buddhist and Islamic structures, and its cave art.

In March 2001 the Taliban regime sparked outrage when it destroyed two enormous standing statues of Buddha in the Bamiyan Valley.

The Band-i-Amir Lake has also long been a favourite of photographers around the world because of its scenic setting.

The training scheme is funded by the Japan Cooperation International Agency (JICA).

* * *

Bird flu

26 August – The United Nations health agency is calling for additional studies on bird flu and other influenza viruses in pigs to assess the potential for the emergence of a human pandemic strain and determine what public health response would be needed.

The World Health Organization (WHO) has already sought details from China about the first-ever reported natural infection of pigs with the highly pathogenic avian influenza (H5N1), the strain that has already killed some two dozen people in Asia this year and resulted in the deaths or culling of more than 100 million birds. 

It is still unclear whether H5N1 has already become established in pig populations in China, according to WHO. Pigs were implicated in the emergence of previous human epidemics, including the so-called Spanish flu pandemic of 1918-20 with an estimated worldwide death toll of 20 million. 

Considering the widespread nature of the current H5N1 outbreak in Asia and the ability of influenza viruses to jump the species barriers, it is inevitable the virus will be detected in some pigs, the agency said.

Pigs can be infected with both avian and human influenza A viruses. Human influenza H3N2 has already been detected in pigs in Asia, Europe and Africa. If human and bird flu viruses become adapted to pigs, co-circulation of bird, human, and pig viruses could lead to a genetic exchange of material that would potentially set off a human pandemic.

While cautioning that there is no known new pandemic strain, WHO warned that the probability is not negligible, depending on the duration of H5N1 circulation in pigs as well as the simultaneous presence of human and pig influenza A viruses.

As long as human and avian influenza viruses co-circulate, whether in humans or pigs, the possibility of an exchange of genetic material exists, the agency said, calling for laboratory experiments to shed light on the chance that pigs will act as a pathway for the emergence of a potential human pandemic strain.

These results will help national and international public health authorities not only to assess the role pigs and humans play in the emergence of a new influenza pandemic virus from H5N1, but to structure the necessary public health interventions, WHO added.

* *** *

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Stéphane Dujarric, Associate Spokesman for Secretary-General Kofi Annan.

Good afternoon.

**Sudan Update
Starting with Sudan, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Sudan, Jan Pronk, travelled to west Darfur today to review the status of commitments undertaken by the Government in the Darfur Plan of Action.

Mr. Pronk’s travel is part of a three-day mission to the region by the members of the Joint Implementation Mechanism, the last to be undertaken before he briefs the Security Council next week.

Meanwhile, the UN’s Deputy Humanitarian Coordinator for Sudan, Erick De Mul, is in north Darfur, while Mr. Pronk’s Deputy, Manuel Aranda da Silva, is travelling to south Darfur.  And as you know, the briefing to the Council is scheduled for September 2nd, as the Council President told you two days ago.

**Côte d’Ivoire:  UN Team Reports ‘Major Gaps’ in Health, Basic Services
A UN humanitarian team that travelled to northern and western Côte d’Ivoire last week says that there are major gaps there in health, education, water and sanitation.

The mission, led by the UN Humanitarian Coordinator in the country, says that the slow redeployment of Government workers to rebel-held areas in the north and west has deprived the majority of people there of basic services.  Also, the poor maintenance of water works, including village pumps, has left many without access to clean water, increasing the chances that disease may spread.

Meanwhile, the World Food Programme (WFP) reports that in the western town of Guiglo, five unofficial roadblocks have been set up, hindering access to the most vulnerable populations.

The UN Mission in Côte d’Ivoire (UNOCI) has nearly completed its deployment, with more than 5,880 military personnel on the ground.

**Billions Face Risk of Disease Due to Poor Sanitation, UN Warns
More than 2.6 billion people -- over 40 per cent of the world’s population –- don’t have access to basic sanitation, and more than 1 billion people still use unsafe sources of drinking water.

Those are the findings of a new report released today by the World Health Organization (WHO) and the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF).

The report is a midterm assessment of progress in achieving the Millennium Development Goal (MDG) which deals with halving the proportion of people who don’t have access to an improved water source and to adequate sanitation facilities by 2015.

The report makes two significant predictions on reaching the Goals:  firstly, the world is on track to meet the drinking water target.  Secondly, the global sanitation target will be missed by half a billion people -– most of them in Africa and Asia -– allowing disease to spread, killing millions of children and leaving millions more on the brink of survival.

We have more on this available in a press release upstairs.

**Security Council Programme
Turning to the Security Council, Council members are holding closed consultations on Haiti today, to review developments in that county since the middle of June.

Assistant Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations Hédi Annabi is briefing the Council on the work of the UN Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH).

Council members will also receive a report from the Secretary-General on Haiti next month.

**UNRWA ‘Strongly Protests’ Use of PalestineRefugeeSchool as Detention Centre
In a press release issued today, the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) said that, on the morning of 24 August, Israeli military forces broke into a school run by the agency in the town of Askar, in the West Bank.

Israeli soldiers proceeded to use the school as a detention and interrogation centre for hundreds of male residents of the camp between the ages of 16 and 40.

The Agency strongly protests this flagrant violation of the United Nations Privileges and Immunities.

**Secretary-General Appoints Expert Panel to Monitor Somalia Sanctions
On Somalia, the Secretary-General, in a letter to the President of the Security Council, said he has appointed four experts to do the work of the Monitoring Group for Somalia, for a six-month period.

That group monitors the implementation of Security Council sanctions on Somalia and ways that they can be improved.  That letter, along with the list of names, is available on the racks.

**UN Helps Thousands of Liberian Former Child Soldiers Return Home
The UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) reports that just four months after the launch of a massive disarmament campaign, almost 85 per cent of about 5,800 demobilized Liberian children have gone home to their families.  Over 115 children were reunified with their families just last week.

Also, over the next 18 months, an accelerated learning programme that folds six years of primary school into three will be introduced into public schools -- particularly in areas seeing large numbers of returning children.

We have more in a press release from UNICEF upstairs.

**UN Praises Global Response to Locust Emergency in North-West Africa
In an update on the locust situation in North-West Africa, the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) says the international community has responded positively to its appeal to help countries in that region fight locusts.

But the agency warns that the situation in the affected countries remains dramatic and more international support is urgently needed.

**Disarmament Conference:  Update
And lastly, we have upstairs a press release from the Conference on Disarmament in Geneva.  The release specifically deals with new contributions from China and Russia on their proposal regarding a legal instrument to ban weapons in outer space.

Thank you very much.

* *** *
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� HYPERLINK  \l "Forests" �� The Nation - Massive destruction of forests spells doom for economy The Nation –�


 � HYPERLINK  \l "Transport" ��Massive Destruction of Forests Spells Do Massive Destruction of Forests Spells Doom for Economy �� Massive Destruction of Forests Spells Doom for Economy ��Lloyd’s List – UN fears over Barents Sea oil Transport�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Arctic" ��Financial Times – Europe faces an Arctic oil dilemma�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Ecosystem" ��Big  News Network.com – Arctic ecosystem under threat�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Conference" ��The Scotsman.comThe Scotsman.com – Northern Seas conference focus to tackle big issues�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Threat" ��Green Consumer Guide – Arctic ecosystem under threat�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Overfishing" ��Stuff.com.NZ - Arctic sea under threat from overfishing and oil - UN Arctic sea under threat from overfishing and oil - UN Arctic Sea under threat from over-fishing and oil�Arctic ecosystem under threat   


� HYPERLINK  \l "Scourge" ��South China Morning Post - Scourge that knows no boundaries�
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