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CURWOOD: Talk, talk, talk. After the World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg last summer, many participants complained that these grand summits tend to produce more rhetoric than action. So the UN decided to take a break from big environmental conferences and concentrate on fulfilling promises already made. And that was the goal when the governing council of the UN Environment Programme recently convened in Nairobi. As a result, UNEP is going forward with efforts that range from rescuing the ecosystems of the occupied Palestinian territories to enhancing the popularity of green lifestyles in mass culture. And in some of the first concrete developments to come out of Johannesburg, the UN has also launched two programs to reduce heavy metal pollution worldwide. Joining me is Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme. Leaded gasoline is already banned in most industrial societies, but it's still common in Africa. And as I understand it, Dr. Toepfer, you have a voluntary scheme to phase out leaded gas there. What are the challenges? 

TOEPFER: Very old cars. You see, the African countries are recycling places for the used cars of the developed countries. And then they have old motors, and then people are a little bit afraid if you have unleaded gasoline -- is that not bad for the motor? You have to convince people that this is not the case. Then you have to go, of course, to the industry and say, how can you make this happen? And I'm very happy to inform you that in Africa, for example, there is no price difference between unleaded and leaded gasoline. So it is also stimulated by technology, by the industry. 

CURWOOD: Now tell me, why is it important to get rid of lead in gasoline? 

TOEPFER: See, one of the most poisoning stuff, especially for children living in big cities, is leaded gasoline. Children are breathing more, and they are breathing deeper. And they have all those poisoning lead integrated with a lot of consequences for their mental development, a lot of problems also with other diseases. And of course there is also quite a negative influence on the environment altogether. So it is more than only a marginal topic. It is a very, very clear focus to decrease the burden of pollution to human beings. By the way, you know, at our Governing Council, we also concentrated to a second of those heavy metals, that is mercury. These are, as Kofi Annan once mentioned, travelers without passports. They are going really around the world. If you see the emissions from coal power stations -- coal has some content of mercury, and if you burn the coal, the mercury is going. It is going really around the world, so we need common action, and therefore United Nations is necessary to stimulate this. 

CURWOOD: Methyl mercury comes from burning coal, some other activities as well, gets in the air, gets into oceans, gets into the food chain. How was it that the United Nations Environment Programme was able to get the goal of reducing mercury pollution worldwide? How were you able to get that implemented? And how is it being implemented? 

TOEPFER: A very, very important step again was to make the science right. So we were asked, almost two years before, that we have to do a global mercury assessment. So we want to learn where is mercury coming from, where are the hot spots, what are the knowledge with regard to the repercussions of mercury to human health and to the environment. All this was necessary to bring together, so we integrated scientists, we integrated governments, so that nobody was taken by surprise. 

CURWOOD: So this is a key -- nobody was taken by surprise. 

TOEPFER: You see, if you go in another way, it will be very difficult to convince people to act. They must have ownership of this process as well. You must make it as transparent as even possible. There, again, are different interests, without any doubt. 

CURWOOD: How do you do this? You have no treaty. You made this announcement. There's no international treaty or convention that requires this mercury program. It's just a pronouncement. 

TOEPFER: First and foremost, if you would have the decision to make a legally binding program, then we wait for the next seven or eight years. So it's much better not to wait with actions until we negotiate, and implement, and ratification and, and, and. But it was very good to say, let's act, let's start, let's inform the people in the different countries where the lead is coming. If you go to Africa and the mining, lots of people are not aware of what is going on. We cannot go from zero to 100. We must go step by step and not, you see, to fight the little fly and not be aware of the big elephant on the other side. 

CURWOOD: Your program, the United Nations Environment Programme, isn't handing out a lot of dough to do this. Who pays for this work? 

TOEPFER: First and foremost, of course, we are always interested to make the ‘polluter pays’ principle a reality. That has a double-positive effect, because if you have this interlinkage to the polluter, you must have also the clear consequence that it is the polluter’s interest to change technology, to make the process already integrated those externalized costs until now, so that is a first. 

Second, of course, is that the governments themselves must be aware that this is a good investment in human health, and so we need especially the change of technologies. Because there are better technologies. You can handle mercury, of course, in coal power stations. 

And finally, also we have to work together where the resources right now are not yet available. We must make pilot project. We have to invest in this, not only for the advantage of those people there, but of all of people living around the world. This is quite a challenge. It's not a marginal topic. 

CURWOOD: Klaus Toepfer is Executive Director of the UN Environment Program and Undersecretary General of the United Nations. Thank you, sir. 

TOEPFER: Thank you so much as well.

___________________________________________________________________

WALL STREET JOURNAL   26-2-03

Bush to Seek Up to $95 Billion  To Cover Cost of War in Iraq

   By GREG JAFFE and JOHN D. MCKINNON 

   Staff Reporters of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

   WASHINGTON -- The Bush administration is preparing supplemental spending requests totaling as much as $95 billion for a war with Iraq, its aftermath and new expenses to fight terrorism, officials said.

   The total could be as low as $60 billion because Pentagon budget planners don't know how long a military conflict will last, whether U.S. allies will contribute more than token sums to the effort and what damage Saddam Hussein might do to his own country to retaliate against conquering forces.

   Budget planners also are awaiting the outcome of an intense internal debate over whether to include $13 billion in the requests to Congress that the Pentagon says it needs to fund the broader war on terrorism, as well as for stepped up homeland security. The White House Office of Management and Budget argues that the money might not be necessary. President Bush, DefenseSecretary Donald Rumsfeld and budget director Mitchell Daniels Jr. met Tuesday to discuss the matter but didn't reach a final agreement. Mr. Rumsfeld plans to continue pressing his case for the funding.

   The $95 billion figure -- including money the State Department would use to compensate Turkey and other allies hurt by a war -- suggests that the conflict's  ultimate cost could approach the $100 billion-plus estimate offered last year by President Bush's former top economic adviser, Lawrence Lindsey. The size of Mr.   Lindsey's estimate1 shocked Congress and raised a political ruckus at the time.

                                   The supplemental requests' magnitude also indicates that the Bush administration is willing to pump far more money  and manpower into maintaining order and rebuilding Iraq than it has in Afghanistan. The Afghan government has complained that the U.S. hasn't placed a high enough priority on such matters there. The administration has asked Congress to appropriate about $7 billion for military operations and humanitarian assistance next year in Afghanistan,  where 8,000 troops remain active.

                                   The requests come at a time of soaring deficits -- more than $300 billion proposed for this year -- that have led to calls  for austerity, including cutbacks in Mr. Bush's latest budget proposals for housing, job training, health care and other  social programs.

                                   Pentagon officials want Congress to approve at least some of the supplemental funds before Capitol Hill's Easter  recess begins April 10 to avoid what they say could be a critical shortfall in funds.

                                   There is talk of splitting the requests into two bills: one for the war and a second for reconstruction. Some White House budget officials are pressing for two or even more measures because that would give them greater control over  spending if the war turned out to be shorter and therefore less expensive than current Pentagon estimates. Parceling  the requests over time also would give the administration political cover, because each would be relatively small.  But Pentagon officials favor a single bill to cover the war and a year of reconstruction, primarily to avoid an  interruption in funding at the end of the fiscal year Oct. 1, as happened with reconstruction efforts in Afghanistan. A single bill also would help deliver on Mr. Bush's desire to begin humanitarian efforts as soon as military action begins.  Officials already have spent millions shipping food and readying rebuilding plans.

The greatest variable in determining the conflict's total cost is its duration. A two-month war involving 250,000 troops --  about the number the U.S. is currently planning to deploy -- could cost about $40 billion, experts say. Each additional  day of high-intensity fighting could cost as much as $500 million, a defense official said.

Although most of the war can be fought with stockpiles of existing weapons, those munitions must be replaced with  new ones quickly. "We've got one or two other crises around the world," a senior defense official said, "and the issue  becomes how quickly can we reconstitute absolutely necessary munitions."

Another wildcard is the Iraqi oil wells. American officials fear Mr. Hussein might set them ablaze, as he did in Kuwait  near the end of the Persian Gulf War. The costs of repairing torched wells could be enormous. Kuwait spent about $4  billion rebuilding its oil fields. The supplemental requests don't include any money for repairing wells or cleaning up the   potentially huge environmental mess associated with their destruction, so the total costs go even higher. "To make  assumptions with respect to oil is to try to predict something you can't predict," said a senior defense official.

On the other hand, Iraq's oil reserves are second in size only to Saudi Arabia, and U.S. officials say money from them  could be instrumental in rebuilding Iraq and could lower the total cost of the conflict. The supplemental requests now  being readied assume "zero oil revenue" for the first year, officials said.

                                   Another unknown is whether Mr. Hussein will fire chemical or biological weapons at U.S. troops. If he does, the  troops would be forced to don restrictive suits and masks, which would slow their progress, lengthening the war and increasing its cost. Moreover, decontaminating   military vehicles, replacing protective suits and the associated environmental cleanup also could be expensive. The requests currently don't include most costs   associated with a large-scale chem-bio attack.

   "Accounting for the use of weapons of mass destruction is very, very difficult," said a U.S. official.

   Officials said it also is tough to estimate the cost of a peacekeeping force that would be needed following a conflict to keep Iraq's ethnic groups from killing one   another. U.S. officials estimate that maintaining a peacekeeping force in Iraq for one year could cost between $6 billion and $20 billion, depending on the level of   civil unrest and how much manpower other countries are willing to contribute.

   Another question involves how much money allies are willing to contribute. If the U.S. is able to win the support of the United Nations Security Council for an Iraq   invasion, it is more likely that allies will provide troops and money. Even if the U.S. does win U.N. backing, contributions from allies aren't expected to be as

   extensive as they were in the 1991 Gulf War.

   A senior defense official involved in drawing up the supplemental requests said the Pentagon is pushing for as much flexibility as it can get in how it spends the   money. If the war is short, the Pentagon wants to be able to shift money quickly from bombs and bullets to repairing oil wells, caring for refugees and rebuilding   infrastructure.

   As great as the uncertainties are over the money needed immediately, the long-term costs of the conflict are even more of a guessing game. They could run as   high as $105 billion over five years simply for a peacekeeping force, said Steven Kosiak, an analyst at the Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments.

   Ultimately, much depends on whether the U.S. simply ousts Mr. Hussein and strips his government of its weapons of mass destruction, or whether it seeks to   make Iraq a showcase of democracy-building.

   "You can do the former with much less than the latter," he said.

   -- Jeanne Cummings contributed to this article.

___________________________________________________________________

Nacional, 

25 February 2003 

UN mission confirmed that Thermal Power Plant “Obilić” pollutes the river Ibar

Waters from Kosmet (Kosovo and Metohija) poison water sources in Serbia

Belgrade – UN mission has confirmed that in the river Ibar there are quantities of phenol the concentrations of which are not always the same and that the pollution comes from Kosovo, from the Thermal Power Plant “Obilić”, stated Anđelka Mihajlov, the Republic Minister for protection of natural resources and environment at yesterday’s press conference. She added that citizens of Kraljevo still get water from cisterns, although there is no phenol in the drinking water taken from the nearby wells.

- The Serbian government is at the moment getting down to a short-term solution of this problem, and in a later stage it is planned that Kraljevo citizens are supplied with drinking water from the river Lopatnica, which is the clearest river in Serbia, and not from Ibar – said Mihajlov at yesterday’s press conference.

UN was also involved with solving this problem, and last week together with local experts they conducted a programme of technical mission of environmental protection. The water samples will go through a detailed analyses and the results are expected by the end of March.

The Head of Raška county Mile Korićanac has pointed out that there are weaknesses in Serbian institutions, which have made lot of omissions and that it is essential that the water supply system be immediately handled so that pollution of other sources by waters from Kosovo and Metohija is prevented.

J.K.S.



_________________________________________________________________________

Politika, 

25 February 2003

UN EXPERTS TOOK WATER SAMPLES FROM THE RIVER AND KRALJEVO WATERWORKS

There is still phenol in the Ibar river

Solving the problem of water supply of Kraljevo is a pilot project at the Conference on Waters in Japan

Due to great pollution of the Ibar by phenol compounds, which even now flow from the Thermal Power Plant “Obilić” in Kosovo and which have directly endangered water supply of Kraljevo citizens, a UN mission stayed in central Serbia and Kosovo at the invitation of the Ministry for Protection of Natural Resources and Environment and UNMIK. UN experts took water samples from all critical points. 

On that occasion the Minister Dr Anđelka Mihajlov informed journalists yesterday that the report by UN experts was expected only at the end of March and that according to some indications it confirmed the results of analyses by local experts as well.

- The final solution for the water supply system of Kraljevo, which is seen in the water accumulation on the river Lopatnica, very much depends on the final report by the UN mission. Since this project represents an extremely big investment for the Serbian Government, it is expected that the UN report be available to foreign donors which we believe are interested to help us – said Dr Mihajlov.

 According to the Minister’s words, handling Kraljevo’s water supply will be transformed into a pilot project with which Serbia will be presented at the Minister Conference on Waters in Japan.

- This conference will be held in the third week of March and it is expected that our pilot project is included in the international procedure.

- Independently of the decision of the International Community the Government of Serbia will help Kraljevo citizens to temporarily solve the problem of potable water – emphasizes Dr Mihajlov.

- There is still phenol in the Ibar river, and our aim is to solve, after several decades, the issue of water supply of the citizens– added Mile Korićanac, Head of Raška County. – Obviously all warnings, by both Serbian government and International community, do not influence the behaviour of people in Kosovo, so they keep discharging phenol into the river Sitnica. It is high time Kraljevo citizens started drinking healthy water from their water sinks, got their river cleaned and finally solved the problem of wastewaters. According to current analyses, there is no phenol in Kraljevo waterworks, but the most distrustful citizens will still be supplied with drinking water from the cisterns – warned Mile Korićanac.

S. Bear

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Supplied by BBC Worldwide Monitoring 

February 26, 2003, Wednesday 

 Partial Text of Final Document of Non-Aligned Movement summit in Kuala Lumpur

Sustainable Development 

      263. The Heads of State or Government reaffirmed the Non-Aligned Movement's commitment to pursue the  goals of sustainable development in an integrated manner as enshrined in Agenda 21 and the Johannesburg      Plan of Implementation in accordance with the principle of common but differentiated responsibility. They      expressed the Movement's deep disappointment with the lack of progress made in the implementation of      Agenda 21 and reiterated the Non-Aligned Movement's call to developed countries to fulfil their international      commitments to provide new and additional financial resources; technical assistance and transfer of      environmentally sound technology on concessional, preferential and non-commercial terms, including time      bound commitments to developing countries. 

      264. The Heads of State or Government welcomed the adoption of the Johannesburg Declaration and its Plan of Implementation during the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) held in Johannesburg,      South Africa from 26 August-4 September 2002. In this regard, they emphasised the need to reinvigorate      the commitment of the international community at the highest political level to achieve the goals of

      sustainable development, as well as, the need for a strengthened North-South partnership resulting in a      higher level of international solidarity for the accelerated implementation of Agenda 21 and the promotion of      sustainable development. They reiterated that the Plan, which further builds on the achievements made      since United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) must be accompanied with the      necessary financial, technological and technical support to developing countries to ensure its effective      implementation based on the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities. 

      265. The Heads of State or Government reaffirmed the Non-Aligned Movement's principled position that      economic growth, poverty eradication and the right to development constitute a priority and a fundamental      right of countries. They reiterated the need to promote the integration of the three pillars of sustainable      development: economic development; social development; and environmental protection, as interdependent      and mutually reinforcing pillars. They further emphasized that poverty eradication, changing unsustainable      patterns of production and consumption and protecting and managing the natural resource base of economic      and social development are overarching objectives of, and essential requirements for achieving sustainable      development. 

      266. The Heads of State and Government emphasised that the Commission on Sustainable Development      (CSD) should continue to function as the high-level body on sustainable development within the United      Nations system and serve as a forum for consideration of issues related to the implementation of the three      pillars of sustainable development, and in this context called for a strengthened CSD.

267. The Heads of State or Government reiterated the Non-Aligned Movement's full support for United      Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and called for its strengthening as a leading global      environmental authority that sets the global environmental agenda, that promotes the coherent      implementation of the environmental dimension of sustainable development within the United Nations system      and that serves as an authoritative advocate for the global environment, as stipulated in the Nairobi      Declaration. 

      268. The Heads of State or Government again stressed the need for UNEP and UN HABITAT to increase their cooperation and coordination, within the framework of their respective mandates and separate programmatic  and organizational identities, as well as their separate Executive Directors. They reiterated that      capacity-building and technical assistance must remain important components of the work programmes of      both UNEP and UN HABITAT. 

      269. The Heads of State or Government reaffirmed their support for United Nations General Assembly      Resolutions 54/225, 55/203 and 57/261 on promoting an integrated management approach to the Caribbean      Sea in the context of sustainable development. They encouraged the international community to assist      Caribbean countries and their regional organizations in their efforts to ensure the protection of the Caribbean      sea from illegal or accidental release of highly radioactive and other hazardous materials, as well as from      degradation caused by pollution from ships in particular through the illegal release of oil and other harmful      substances, in violation of relevant international rules and standards, and also from land-based pollution. 

      270. The Heads of State or Government, noting the celebration of the 20th Anniversary of the signing of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) at Montego Bay, Jamaica, on 10 December      1982, recognised the important contributions made by the two institutions that have evolved from the      UNCLOS Accord: 

      - The International Seabed Authority -the standard bearer of the concept of the oceans as the Common      Heritage of Mankind; and 

      - The International Tribunal on the Law of the Sea -an evolving repository and advocate of international      maritime jurisprudence. 

      They pledged their active participation in the work of these institutions as well as in the related commission  on the Limits of the Continental Shelf to safeguard the interests of developing countries. 

      271. The Heads of State or Government reiterated the Movement's concern over the increasing number and      scale of natural disasters including the extreme weather events, earthquakes and technological  catastrophes, which have resulted in immense loss of life and long-term negative social, economic and  environmental consequences for vulnerable societies world-wide, in particular in developing countries. In this  regard, they reiterated their full support for United Nations General Assembly Resolutions 54/219, 56/195 and 57/256 and their call on States and relevant intergovernmental bodies to ensure that the Yokohama Strategy for a safer world is translated into concrete disaster reduction programmes and activities. 

      272. The Heads of State or Government again emphasised the fundamental principle of the sovereignty of      peoples under foreign occupation over their natural resources. In this regard, they expressed their concern      about the activities of those foreign economic, financial, and other interests that exploit the natural and      human resources of the Non-Self-Governing Territories to the detriment of the interests of the inhabitants of      those Territories and deprive them of their right to control the wealth of their countries. They condemned     those activities and in this regard reiterated that the exploitation and plundering of the marine and other      natural resources of colonial and Non-Self-Governing Territories by foreign economic interests in violation of      the United Nations Charter and the relevant resolutions of the United Nations is a threat to the integrity and      prosperity of those territories. 

      273. The Heads of State or Government stressed that new and additional financial resources to developing      countries have not been provided, that the transfer of environmentally sound technologies on favourable,      concessional and preferential terms has not been realised, and that the developed countries have not      assumed and performed practical commitment to the principle of common but differentiated responsibility. 

      274. The Heads of State or Government stressed the urgent need for the developed countries to make      available the increased commitments in official development assistance announced by several developed      countries at the International Conference on Financing for Development. They also urged the developed      countries that have not done so to make concrete efforts towards the implementation of the target of 0.7  per cent of GNP as official development assistance to the developing countries. In this respect, the Heads of      State or Government recognised the importance of the proposed creation of the International Humanitarian      Fund taking into account of the Johannesburg Declaration on Sustainable Development which called for      additional measures to ensure that available resources are used to the benefit of humanity. They also      underscored the need to encourage exploring innovative mechanism to comprehensively address the debt      problems of the middle-income developing countries through among others debt-for-sustainable      development-swap and proposal to use special drawing rights allocations for development purposes. 

      275. The Heads of State or Government welcomed the successful and substantial third replenishment of the      Global Environment Facility (GEF) and the decision of the Second Assembly of the GEF held in Beijing, China,  from 16-18 October 2002, particularly in designating the land degradation, desertification and deforestation as a focal area of GEF to receive GEF support for the successful implementation of the United Nations Convention on Combating Desertification (UNCCD). They further reiterated the Movement's call for simplifying  and expediting the process for the approval and the execution of projects. They also welcomed the decision of the GEF Assembly to declare GEF as a financial mechanism for the UNCCD. 

      276. The Heads of State or Government once again called for the democratisation of the GEF, for      transparency in its decision-making processes and for coordination between the implementing agencies of      the GEF to be strengthened. They reiterated the Movement's commitment to continue reinforcing the      developing countries' joint participation in the GEF to safeguard their common interests, both in the      orientation of its policies as well as in the financial allocation of resources. 

      277. The Heads of State or Government expressed concern over the continuous deterioration and      degradation of the unique ecosystem of the Dead Sea and emphasized the importance of working      progressively towards reversing this environmental catastrophe. They drew the attention of the international      community to the need for international action to protect the Dead Sea and prevent any further      environmental degradation of its ecosystem through concessional grants. 

      278. The Heads of State or Government reiterated their support for the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety by

      the Conference of Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD). They again extended their      invitation to all Governments to consider taking the necessary steps to make possible the entry into force of      this important international instrument as soon as possible, and help developing countries through capacity-building and other cooperation mechanisms in the relevant areas of the Protocol. 

      279. The Heads of States or Government welcomed the generous offer by the Government of Malaysia to

      host the Seventh Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the CBD and the Fourth Meeting of the      Intergovernmental Committee for the Cartagena Protocol, to be held in Kuala Lumpur in 2004. 

      280. The Heads of State or Government called for the early elaboration of an international legal regime,      within the framework of the CBD, to promote and safeguard the fair and equitable sharing of benefit arising      out of the utilization of genetic resources and associated traditional knowledge. The Movement will work to      ensure that proprietary patents are developed only after obtaining the prior informed consent of the      developing countries concerned, after reaching agreement on benefit sharing, to ensure a flow back on      benefits from patentees to original developers. They also underscored that the rules and habits of local      communities must be respected and protected. They further agreed that the management and conservation      of biodiversity is essential for sustainable development, especially in the most important areas of national      economies such as forests, agriculture, fishing, wildlife management, health, industry and tourism. They      emphasised that the achievement by 2010 of a significant reduction in the curre nt loss of biological      diversity as agreed in the Johannesburg Summit, will require the provision of new and additional financial and      technical resources to developing countries. 

      281. The Heads of State or Government welcomed the generous offer by the Government of Chile to host      the First Global Forum on Biotechnology, to be held in Concepcion, from 9 -12 December 2003. 

      282. The Heads of State or Government called for the implementation of the work programme arising from      the Jakarta Mandate on the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Marine and Coastal Biological Diversity      including through the urgent mobilization of financial resources and technological assistance and the      development of institutional capacity in developing countries. 

      283. The Heads of State and Government reiterated the importance of the decision of the Fourth World      Trade Organization Ministerial Meeting to examine, through the World Trade Organization Council on TRIPS,      the relationship between the TRIPS Agreement and the CBD, as well as the protection of traditional      knowledge and folklore and other relevant new developments by members. In this regard, they stressed on      the need to take fully into account the development dimension. 

      284. The Heads of State or Government welcomed the generous offer by the Government of Cuba to host      the Sixth Session of the Conference of the Parties to UNCCD to be held in Havana, from 25 August -5      September 2003. 

      285. The Heads of State or Government stressed the need to strengthen the UNCCD as a global sustainable      development convention and called for the provision of adequate and predictable financial resources,      transfer of technology, and capacity building, for its effective implementation, particularly in Africa, in order      to restore land for agriculture to address poverty resulting from land degradation. 

      286. The Heads of State or Government welcomed the successful holding of the 12th Meeting of the      Conference of the Parties to the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and      Flora (CITES) in Santiago, Chile from 4-15 November 2002. 

      287. The Heads of State or Government recalled the legally binding commitments for the parties to the      United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) to reduce their emission of  Greenhouse  Gases (GHG) as contained in Annex B of the Kyoto Protocol. They reiterated their call on the developed  countries to undertake necessary and immediate steps to implement these commitments particularly through  domestic action. They also called on developed countries to implement the new funding provisions adopted  by the VI Session (Part II) of the Conference of the Parties (COP) in Bonn, July 2001. They urged the      international community to make every effort to ensure the entry into force of the Kyoto Protocol, in      accordance with the Millennium Declaration. They further called on States that have not already ratified the      Kyoto Protocol to do it in a timely manner to ensure its entry into force without further delay. 

      288. The Heads of State or Government welcomed the Marrakech Declaration and the Marrakech Accord      adopted at the Seventh Conference of the Parties of the Climate Change Convention held in Marrakech in      November 2001. They also welcomed the Delhi Ministerial Declaration on Climate Change and Sustainable      Development adopted at the Eighth Conference of the Parties held in India in October/November 2002, which      emphasized that taking into account the common but differentiated responsibilities, all parties should      continue to advance the implementation of their commitments under the UNFCCC. They further welcomed      the call in the Delhi Ministerial Declaration for the provision of financial resources and transfer of technology      to developing countries through concrete projects and capacity building. 

      289. The Heads of State or Government reiterated their categorical rejection of all attempts by some      developed countries to link their ratifications of the Kyoto Protocol with the question of participation by      developing countries in the reduction of GHG emissions, taking into account that the creation of a clean      development mechanism implies the possibility for industrialised countries to reduce significantly the cost of      emissions reductions within their own boundaries. 

      290. The Heads of State or Government also urged developed countries to implement effective measures, to  meet their commitments through domestic action and to ensure that the rules, principles and modalities of      the Kyoto mechanisms, namely emission trading, joint implementation and clean development mechanisms      are adhered to once the Kyoto Protocol comes into force. They reiterated that reduction under the Clean      Development Mechanisms and other mechanisms under the Kyoto Protocol must be seen as supplementary      to domestic action undertaken by developed countries. 

      291. The Heads of State or Government acknowledged that the depletion of the ozone layer poses a serious      threat to the whole world. They once again urged Parties to the Montreal Protocol on Substances that      Deplete the Ozone Layer to comply with its requirements and amendments and to phase out the production      and consumption of regulated ozone depleting substances (ODSs) in accordance with the phase out      schedules agreed to by countries in terms of the Protocol. They also urged Parties to the Protocol to provide      affordable, accessible, cost-effective, safe and environmentally sound alternatives to ozone depleting      substances before 2010 in order to assist those countries in complying with the phase-out schedule under      the Protocol. 

      Food Security 

      292. The Heads of State or Government reaffirmed the Movement's view that the right to food is a

      fundamental human right and its promotion and implementation constitute a moral imperative for the

      international community. They emphatically rejected the use of food as an instrument of economic or

      political pressure. 

      293. The Heads of State or Government reiterated the Movement's concern over the large number of people,  in particular children who suffer from hunger and malnutrition. They again emphasised the need to take  urgent action to meet the commitments for achieving food security for present and future generations,      taking full account of the priorities and objectives set out in the World Food Summit of 1996. In this regard,      they welcomed the adoption of the Declaration of the World Food Summit: five years later, entitled      International Alliance Against Hunger adopted in June 2002 which affirmed the global commitment of reducing  by half the number of undernourished by the year 2015. 

      294. The Heads of State or Government noted that the issues of implementation of the Uruguay Round      Agreement concerning agriculture remain marginalised in negotiations at the WTO. They expressed      disappointment that the Doha Declaration has only led to best endeavour clauses, instead of an agreement      on resolution of the implementation issues concerning liberalisation of agricultural trade. They expressed      deep concern over the continuation of negative impact of the Agreement on Agriculture, which is impeding      the realisation of the right to development and the right to food. 

      295. The Heads of State or Government also noted that the developed countries were providing exorbitant      subsidies, more than US$1 billion a day, to protect their agricultural sector, which is six times the amount of      their aid to the developing countries and in addition to depriving the developing countries' farmers from      markets to sell their products. 

      296. The Heads of State or Government noted with deep appreciation the report of the High Commissioner

      for Human Rights on Globalisation and its Impact on the Full Enjoyment of Human Rights, presented to the   58th session of the Commission on Human Rights, in which the High Commissioner had noted the negative  impact of the Agreement on Agriculture on Food Security, on the effective realisation of the Right to      Development and the Right to Health. They encouraged the High Commissioner and his office to continue      with his endeavours in this regard. They also requested the High Commissioner to bring the report to the      attention of the relevant international organization especially the WTO. 

  _______________________________________________________________________________________
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 Venture will help to reduce pollution 

A SPIN-OUT venture from the University of Glamorgan has designed a product which will help industry avoid      adding to the hole in the sky'' by damaging the ozone layer. 

      Critical Solutions Technology, founded last April by the University of Glamorgan's Dr Ed Ramsey, is ready to  market a reliable and rugged system which will enable companies to guard against pollution without using      ozone-depleting solvents. The system employs a rapid, automated infra-red method which uses carbon      dioxide in a fluid state as an alternative to damaging chemical solvents. 

      A US patent has already been obtained and details of the Welsh system have been presented to the      American Petroleum Institute and to members of the United Nations Environment Programme. 

      Along with a pounds 25,000 investment by Finance Wales's spinout fund, CST has also received support from      Nicolet Instruments and PerkinElmer, a leading USbased manufacturer of infra-red equipment. 

      Apart from the petrochemical industry, the potential market for CST's system is huge. 

      Nearly all engineering operations use oils and oil emulsions in their manufacturing operations and need to

      monitor effluents. 

      Food processors need to ensure that vegetable oils and tallow in their effluents do not exceed prescribed

      limits. Steel makers use cooling and milling oils which are discharged into their drainage systems. 

      Finance Wales's chief executive, Colin Mitten, said, We believe that CST is an out-standing example of how     academic know-how can produce a commercial product with enormous potential in worldwide markets.''

_________________________________________________________________________________________
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Bush Aims to Slow Mercury Reduction Efforts 

                      By J.R. Pegg 

                      WASHINGTON, DC, February 25, 2003 (ENS) - The Bush administration  intends to roll back efforts to reduce mercury pollution despite increasing  scientific evidence of its health risks, according to public health and environmental advocacy groups. 

                      Critics contend the administration's Clear Skies initiative would allow coal  fired power plants, the leading U.S. source of mercury pollution, to emit three  times the amount of the toxic substance into the atmosphere than allowed

                      under existing law. 

                      The administration's policy is "outrageous," former Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Administrator Carol Browner told reporters at a National Press  Club briefing. 

                      "It means more mercury in the air for longer," said Browner, who served as EPA chief from 1993 to 2001 under President Bill Clinton. 

                                     Carol Browner headed the U.S. EPA during the Clinton   administration. (Photo courtesy U. of St. Thomas)

                                     Under the Clean Air Act, Browner explained, EPA must  issue "maximum achievable control technology" standards for coal-fired power plants, with compliance  by the end of 2007. 

                                     In December 2001, EPA said these standards could reduce mercury emissions from power plants by about  90 percent, reducing the total to some five tons by  2007. 

                      But under the Clear Skies initiative, Browner said, mercury emissions are  capped at 26 tons in 2010 and capped at 15 tons by 2018. 

                      "Mercury is the poster child for what is wrong with the President's plan," said  Frank O'Donnell, executive director of Clean Air Trust, a nonprofit environmental group. 

                      "The administration appears motivated by a desire to weaken and delay controls of mercury," he said. 

                      Current emissions of mercury add to the existing concentration, which is continuously mobilized, deposited on land and water, and remobilized. 

                      The primary health risk from mercury occurs when airborne mercury falls into  surface waters where it can accumulate in streams and oceans. Bacteria in the water transform mercury into methylmercury, which fish absorb when they eat  aquatic organisms. Humans absorb it when they eat fish. 

                      Scientists have shown that methylmercury can cause brain and nerve damage, and studies indicate children and women of childbearing age are at a  disproportionate risk. 

                      Yesterday EPA released its second annual report on environmental factors  affecting children's health, which found eight percent of women of childbearing age have unsafe levels of mercury in their bodies. This puts the  number of babies at risk at about 300,000. 

                      Coal fired plants are the nation's largest source of mercury emissions,  contributing some 33 percent of the U.S. total emissions from industrial  sources. 

                      Currently these plants are exempt from clean air standards, but the other two  large sources of mercury, medical and municipal waste incinerators, are tightly  regulated. 

                      Browner said that the EPA's success cutting mercury emissions from these  two sources demonstrates that the Clean Air Act is the proper law to address  reductions from power plants. 

                      Municipal waste incinerators, or combustors, were responsible for some 20  percent of the nation's mercury emissions in 1990. Regulations finalized in 1995 have reduced emissions from these facilities by some 90 percent,  according to EPA. 

                      Medical waste incinerators were responsible for some 24 percent of the total  national mercury emissions in 1990. Emissions controls finalized in 1997 are credited with cutting emissions from medical waste incinerators by some 94   percent, the EPA says. 

                      Yet the Bush administration, along with the coal fired power plant industry, argues that the technology to cut mercury emissions is unproven and too expensive to be forced upon the industry at this time. 

                      "EPA should first determine what levels of mercury reduction can be gained as a result of controls on other air pollutants before pursuing substantial additional reductions of mercury," said Scott Segal, director of the Electric  Reliability Coordinating Council (ERCC), a lobbying group of power  generating companies. 

                      "At that time, EPA must carefully consider what levels of control are  technologically feasible before pressing on," said Segal. 

                      Browner contends that technologies for reducing mercury emissions do exist  and adds that whenever EPA mandates any sort of pollution reductions,   market forces rapidly push forward improvements to existing control   technologies. 

                      Coal fired power plant in  New Mexico (Photo courtesy New Mexico Solar Energy  Assn.)

                      "No one in the industry can say with a straight  face that there aren't existing technologies  to cut mercury  emissions," Felice  Stadler, national policy  coordinator of the  Clean the Air Campaign  for the National  Wildlife Federation  (NWF) told reporters. "We shouldn't even be having this debate." 

                      Segal says the ERCC is concerned that Browner and other critics of the Clear  Skies initiative are supporting "draconian levels of mercury reduction" that  are scientifically unproven. 

                      Still, there is rising evidence of the health and environmental risks from mercury pollution beyond yesterday's new EPA report. 

                      Last weekend, five of California's largest grocery retailers began displaying  signs cautioning consumers about the dangers of mercury in fish. 

                      Forty-four state governments now warn women and children to limit or avoid  eating some fish for fear of mercury contamination. 

                      Browner criticized the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) for its lack of action. Last July, an FDA food safety committee recommended that pregnant  women and children be warned to limit consumption of canned tuna due to  mercury. But the FDA has yet to act on these recommendations. 

                      "There is very little visibility about this problem," said Dr. Robert Goyer,  former chairman of National Academy of Sciences committee on mercury. "There is a lack of public awareness." 

                      The EPA report on children's health released yesterday provides additional evidence that the agency's regulatory efforts can protect public health, Browner said. 

                      The report, "America's Children and the Environment," shows a decline in the number of children with elevated blood levels and a reduction in children's  exposure to secondhand tobacco smoke. Both reductions were prompted by  agency regulatory action. 

                      The report cites mercury as an "emerging issue," but offers little specific  guidance for future agency efforts to reduce mercury pollution. 

                      "The administration should follow the law on the books," Browner said. "The science is there, the technology is there and so is the law. We now how to solve this problem." 

                      Criticism of the Bush administration's policies on mercury extends to its  international efforts, which many contend are designed to impede strong  action to address the issue on a global scale. 

                      In early February, the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment                    Programme (UNEP) agreed to crack down on sources of mercury emissions  around the globe. 

                      "Mercury is a huge problem, a traveler without a passport, that spreads around the world in air and water," said Klaus Töpfer, executive director of UNEP. "Action is necessary. We have to reduce drastically and as soon as  possible the risk it poses to a lot of people." 

                      But objections from the U.S. delegation prevented the Governing Council from  adopting binding limits on emissions from power plants and other major  mercury sources. 

                      Several members of Congress, including Democratic Senator Patrick Leahy of Vermont and Representative Henry Waxman of California, also a Democrat, sent a joint letter yesterday to the President and key administration officials  expressing concern about the U.S. positions during these negotiations. 

                      The letter details a confidential U.S. negotiating document that revealed the administration's strategy to "oppose efforts" to develop a binding  international agreement on mercury. 

                      "Under previous administrations, the United States had a well deserved  reputation as a world leader on the environment," the letter says. "The series  of decisions you are making diminishes that reputation." 

                      "Even more importantly, it threatens incalculable harm to the environment and  the health of our children." 

                      The EPA's report on children's health can be viewed at:

                      http://www.epa.gov/envirohealth/children/ __________________________________________________________________________________________
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Science Panel Urges Bush to Revise Climate Plan 

                      By Cat Lazaroff 

                      WASHINGTON, DC, February 26, 2003 (ENS) - A panel of scientific experts   has concluded that the Bush administration's plan for studying the causes  and solutions of climate change needs "major improvements" if it is to guide  the nation's decision makers in addressing this international threat. The  National Academy of Sciences panel said today that the proposal "lacks a clearing guiding vision" and will require far more funding than is currently  available to be effective. 

                      While the federal government has taken "a good first step" toward better understanding and responding to climate change, the new report from the National Academy's (NAS) National Research Council also said it does not  sufficiently meet the needs of decision makers who must deal with the effects  of climate change. The committee that wrote the report also noted that the   president's fiscal year 2004 budget request appears to leave funding relatively  unchanged for the U.S. Climate Change Science Program (CCSP), which wrote   the draft plan, despite the important new initiatives called for in the plan. 

                      Yale University professor Thomas Graedel headed the panel  that critiqued the Bush administration's proposal for climate change research. (Photo courtesy Yale University)

                      "While past climate change science has focused on  how climate is changing and affecting other natural  systems, future science must also focus on more  applied research that can directly support decision                      making," said committee chair Thomas Graedel,  professor of industrial ecology at Yale University  School of Forestry and Environmental Studies. 

                      "Research is especially needed to improve our   understanding of the possible impacts of climate change on ecosystems and human society, as well as options for responding to - and reducing - these                      effects," he said. 

                      The Union of Concerned Scientists said the report confirms the assessment of  more than 1,000 climate experts who said in December that the Bush science   plan lacks balance, focus, and resources. 

                      "Since taking office, President Bush has ignored the scientific community's  warnings on global warming," said Dr. Susanne Moser, a staff scientist at the  UCS and reviewer of the academy's critique. "Not only has the president abandoned any meaningful action to solve the problem, he is poised to   shortchange serious efforts to study it." 

                                                Climate change is linked to an increase in heat   trapping gases in the atmosphere, which trap   more of the Sun's energy near the Earth's  surface. (Photo courtesy NASA)

                                                The National Academy's report is the    first of two reviewing the                                   administration's strategic research   plan: this one on the content of the  draft research strategy, and a later one                                             to be completed this summer on the  process of developing it. 

                                                The federal government formed the  CCSP a year ago to facilitate climate  change research across 13 federal agencies. CCSP released its draft strategic  plan for public comment in November and also held a workshop in  Washington where hundreds of climate scientists and other stakeholders  commented on the plan. CCSP asked the Research Council to review the draft plan as well. 

                      The draft plan provides a solid foundation for future research by identifying  some new initiatives that build on the success of the Global Change Research Program, which has been funding valuable research for more than a decade,  the committee said. It commended CCSP for introducing an emphasis on the  need for science to address national needs, including support for people in  the public and private sectors whose decisions are affected by climate  change. 

                      In addition, CCSP has made genuine overtures to the research community,  indicating a strong interest in developing a plan that is consistent with current     scientific thinking, the panel said. Some of the more important initiatives in the   plan include a call for models that can offer trusted projections, or forecasts,

                      of climate change, and cutting edge research into aerosols and the carbon cycle that is needed to improve our understanding of climate change and  variability. 

                      High elevation ecosystems like this alpine meadow in Steamboat  Springs, Colorado, could disappear as the U.S. climate warms. (Photo courtesy High Meadows Ranch)

                      However, the plan needs to be   revised substantially, the committee concluded. To     begin with, the plan should  more clearly articulate CCSP's  goals and priorities for meeting national needs. These goals should be  accompanied by ways to measure progress, clear timetables, and an assessment of whether current research efforts are capable of meeting them. 

                      The plan also should be revised to present clear and consistent goals for a   new component of CCSP called the Climate Change Research Initiative,  designed to support activities that would produce results of value to decision   makers within two to four years. For example, trusted climate forecasts could  be of great use to policy makers, regional water managers, or even individuals   deciding on which car or appliance to purchase. 

                      The committee applauded this emphasis on scientific support for decision makers, but said that many of the activities included in this part of the plan,  although important scientifically, are unlikely to produce the desired results  within two to four years. The committee agreed with CCSP's new emphasis on  short term results to inform decisions, but said that scientific support for  decision making also will be needed over the long haul. 

                      Revisions are also necessary to fulfill key information needs, the committee  said. For example, there is a strong need for research aimed at developing       models that can forecast the regional impact of climate change - information   that could be essential for local officials. 

                                                          Local decision makers need to  know whether they will be                                                          forced to build barriers to prevent the loss of homes like  this one on the Jersey Shore to                                                          rising sea levels. (Photo courtesy B&K Realty)

                                                          For instance,  municipalities may need to construct coastal                                                          barriers if sea levels  keep rising because polar ice caps continue to melt, and authorities in the                      western United States may confront increased water shortages if less snow    falls in the Rocky Mountains, the panel said. 

                      The draft plan has "serious gaps" when it comes to studying the effects of climate change on human societies and natural ecosystems, the committee said. The revised plan should ensure that CCSP supports research on understanding and predicting the impacts of climate change, and providing  the scientific foundation for possible actions to minimize the effects. 

                      Research on the costs and benefits of possible strategies for responding to climate change is also needed, the report notes. 

                      Major improvements of the draft plan are needed to draw on the international  scientific consensus on climate and global change, build on lessons learned  from the U.S. National Assessment, better prioritize research areas, and  provide clearer guidelines on how the research is to be accomplished, the  NAS panel concluded. 

                      The draft plan is too focused on U.S. issues and includes little on  international activities, the panel said. International cooperation is needed to help build a global system for observing climate, which the revised                       plan should address in more detail, the committee said. 

                      The panel also criticized the draft plan for expressing so much uncertainty about the causes of climate change, the report said. Scientists know much more than the CCSP report suggests about how human activities, such as the burning of fossil fuels, contribute to global warming. 

                      While it acknowledges that uncertainty is inherent in science, and that it is not an excuse for inaction by policy makers, the draft plan has not identified  where an improved understanding of the significance of uncertainties, or reductions in uncertainty, is expected to have the greatest value to decision  makers, the committee added. The revised plan should do more to identify which uncertainties are most important to reduce and by how much, and to look at how uncertainties can be better explained to policy makers. 

                      Decades of research into the causes and consequences of global warming  have already spurred other nations to act. Earlier this week, Great Britain announced it will reduce carbon dioxide emissions by 60 percent over the next 50 years. 

                      President George W. Bush (Photo courtesy The White House)

                      Meanwhile, President George W. Bush has offered a voluntary plan that critics say will not guarantee any cuts in heat trapping gases, even though the United  States is the world's largest emitter, contributing a  quarter of the world's CO2 from our vehicles and power  plants. 

                      "The president is using his research plan as cover to create the impression the administration is concerned  about global warming," said Dr. Moser. "He says he wants sound science to guide the debate, yet he dismisses and avoids anything that doesn't mesh with his political views." 

                      The committee did not have time to examine the president's proposed budget  for next fiscal year in detail, but a cursory review indicated that funding for the Climate Change Research Initiative was increased at the expense of the Global Change Research Program. Funding decisions should be guided by priorities  in the revised strategic plan, the committee said. 

                      CCSP should move forward with the important new elements of the Climate Change Research Initiative while preserving crucial parts of the Global Change Research Program. The committee noted that more investments will be needed to develop the computing power necessary for some of the modeling and data collection called for in the draft plan. 

                      Existing management processes may not be adequate to ensure that the 13 agencies involved in CCSP cooperate toward the program's goals, the  committee found. The revised strategic plan needs to clearly describe the  responsibilities of program leadership and ways to foster greater agency  cooperation. 

                      Scientists warn that the Earth's average surface temperature could increase by five degrees Celsius

                      (10.4 degrees Fahrenheit) over the next century.   (Photo courtesy David Suzuki Foundation)

                      At the same time, CCSP should encourage participation by other mission oriented                      agencies, such as the Federal Emergency   Management Agency and the land management agencies of the Department of the Interior. 

                      The committee, whose work was sponsored by the U.S. Climate Change  Science Program, will review a revised strategic plan later this year. _________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Toxins made by peat 

     Humans have been putting highly toxic chemicals into the environment by burning peat for centuries,

     scientists say. 

     Today, large amounts of these dioxins are released from waste incinerators, but research shows we have

     been exposed to these toxins since even before the industrial revolution. 

     The new study reveals that past emissions, from peat burning in the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, were

     about a tenth of those produced by modern incinerators. 

     Dioxins are compounds that can stay in the environment for many years and are found virtually everywhere in

     the world. They are produced when carbon is burnt with chlorine. 

     Alternative fuel 

     Although environmentalists suspected that dioxins were not only produced by industry, they were not sure

     what these other sources could be. 

     Researchers from the University of Aberdeen analysed the dioxins in soil samples from 19th century Scotland. 

     They found they could reproduce the same concentrations by burning peat. 

     During the 18th and 19th centuries, peat burning was how people in much of the British Isles kept themselves

     warm. 

     Trees were scarce in coastal regions, but peat was an easily accessible fuel resource. However, it was also

     very salty, which meant it had high levels of chlorine. 

     Several causes 

     The researchers worked out that Scotland, with well under half a million people, probably produced as much

     as a kilogram of dioxins each year. 

     That is a tenth of the amount produced by municipal waste incinerators in the whole of the United Kingdom

     today. 

     Professor Andrew Meharg, who led the team behind the work, told BBC News Online the research showed

     that modern society was the primary cause of the world's dioxin pollution. 

     But even prehistoric man was producing dioxins by burning peat, he said. 

     Professor Meharg added that the organochlorine-based industries were not solely to blame for the massive

     increase in dioxins in the latter half of the 20th Century. 

     However, he said: "Once we regulated pollution by putting limits on the organochlorine industries, [dioxin]

     levels dropped significantly." 

     The Aberdeen research is published in the journal Nature. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

        February 27, 2003

Kenyan authorities make biggest ivory seizure 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - In their biggest haul yet in three years, Kenyan authorities last weekend seized 33 raw ivory tusks in the northern tip of the country and arrested five suspects, wildlife sources disclosed Wednesday in Nairobi. Agents from the Kenya Wildlife Services (KWS), the country's official conservation agency, set up an ambush on a road linking Laresoro and Marsabit in the far north last Sunday around midnight following a local tip. KWS director Michael Wamithi said agents found the haul in a green truck that was also loaded with giraffe meat, adding that the five occupants of the vehicle were arrested and charged with illegally handling, transporting and exporting game products. Wamithi said KWS investigations found at least 22 elephants killed by poachers in the region over the past one year. He said KWS agents and government intelligence operatives have reinforced operations in the area, which borders Ethiopia and is vulnerable to poaching. The Isiolo, Samburu, Laikipia and Marsabit districts, all in the north, have Kenya's largest concentration of elephant populations outside protected areas. The area has a high level of conflicts and locals are heavily armed. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng042791&dte=26/02/2003
EU allots 500 million euros toward famine in Ethiopia 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia (PANA) - The European Union (EU) has earmarked 500 million euros to support Ethiopia in macro-economic and infrastructure development as well as food security for the next four years, the European Commission head delegate here, Ambassador Yves Gazzo, said Wednesday. "We are impressed by the government's determination to ensure sustainable development in the country and we will support that effort as much as possible," Gazzo said. According to Gazzo, EU projects in Ethiopia will mainly focus on rural development projects aimed at ensuring food security nation-wide. Gazzo, who emphasized the need to help, drought victims become self-sustainable, said the EU would provide emergency food assistance for the country while implementing measures for food security.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng042805&dte=26/02/2003
Miyingo Backs Forest Allocation

New Vision (Kampala): A total of 1,744 individuals and companies, including Vice-President Dr Specioza Kazibwe, were allocated about 36,480 hectares of land in government forest reserves and given permits to grow trees, MPs were told yesterday. The Minister of State for Environment, Dr Kezimbira Miyingo, warned that the country was in danger of running out of trees for poles, timber and firewood within 10 years. Miyingo was yesterday presenting a nine-page statement in Parliament on the allocation of land in government forest reserves. The statement follows accusations by the Mukono North MP, two weeks ago that 'rich' personalities had been given forest reserve land in Mukono district, causing public concern and outrage. "I call upon the House not to misinterpret the policy of government because it could scare off local and foreign investors who want to invest in afforestation and reforestation in this country. "Uganda had at one time a forest cover of 54% but today it has reduced to less than 20% yet government has no funds to rehabilitate all the degraded forests," Miyingo said.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200302260065.html
__________________________________________________________________________________________
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CUBA:

Foreign Investment Upgrades Water Pipes, Boosts Supplies 
Patricia Grogg 
HAVANA, Feb 26 (IPS) - Access to reliable water supplies has improved significantly in the Cuban capital over the past three years, thanks to investment from Spain that has helped this Caribbean island nation overcome severe shortfalls. 
Although more than 94 percent of Cuba's 11.2 million people now have access to potable water, only 73 percent are connected to the central water pipe system, according to official statistics. 

Up to 2000, Havana, a city of 2.2 million, was plagued by serious water supply problems. Some districts totally lacked piped water, while delivery was unreliable in others, due to an antiquated, dilapidated system of water pipes. 

''In my neighbourhood it was terrible,'' Mercedes Morales, 35, who works out of her home in the western Havana district of La Lisa, told IPS. ''You had to store enough water to last for several days, because you'd never know when the water would be running again.'' 

For Morales and her neighbours, the days of worrying about water are over. La Lisa was the first of eight Havana districts to benefit from an ambitious project by the Cuban-Spanish company Aguas de La Habana that has upgraded and repaired the water system, starting in 2000. 

Cuba's socialist government says foreign investment is only a ''complementary'' element in the development of the country. But it is clear to many Cubans that several public utilities have improved since they entered into partnerships with companies from other countries. 

Associations with foreign firms have led to an increase in the number of families who use cooking gas instead of kerosene in the capital and in Santiago de Cuba, 900 kms east of Havana, as well as the number of household telephone lines. 

Foreign investment in Cuba does not involve the transfer of property ownership. The infrastructure of Aguas de La Habana remains public, and the company was authorised to use it, with the aim of improving water supplies. 

The firm runs the piped water, drainage and sewer services in an area of Havana that encompasses the districts of La Lisa, Playa, Marianao, Habana Vieja, Centro Habana, Cerro, 10 de Octubre and Plaza. 

The governmental Cuban Institute of Water Resources, which is responsible for the country's water and sewage services, also set up other companies to serve the rest of the capital. But the idea is for Aguas de La Habana to eventually serve the entire city. 

Experts say the main problem in the capital was not a shortage of water, but the appalling state of the water pipes, which led to the leakage and loss of fully half of all piped water in the city. 

Many families had to wait for the visit of a water truck, which are known locally as ''pipas''. 

''My cousin had to stand and wait in long lines, but she doesn't have to anymore, because they put brand-new pipes in her house,'' said Morales. 

The infrastructure works carried out by the joint venture included the installation of around 400 kms of water pipes of various sizes, and the restoration of the Albear Aqueduct, which dates back to the mid-19th century. 

The aged 9.6-km-long canal provides 10 to 12 percent of the water consumed in the capital, and its renovation cut the visits of water trucks to Old Havana, the oldest part of the city, by 40 percent. 

''Supplies have improved so much,'' said María Josefina Recio, a tour operator who lives in the old city. ''Water used to just trickle out of my faucets, and only occasionally, but now it runs almost all day long, and we have enough.'' 

In 2000, more than 90,000 people in Havana depended on the ''pipas'' for water -- a number that had shrunk to just over 24,000 by late 2002, according to government sources. 

The use of water trucks entailed extra expenses, on fuel, which were slashed from 480,000 dollars a year in 2000 to 177,000 dollars in 2002. 

In 1997, after more than three decades of cost-free water supplies, households began to pay one peso per person per month, a rate that remains unchanged for most six years later. 

The average salary in Cuba currently amounts to 262 pesos a month. The dollar is equivalent to the peso at the official exchange rate, although it trades at a rate of 26 to the peso in the government exchange bureaux. 

The gradual installation of water meters should lower the cost for households that consume less than 3,000 litres of water a month per person, while homes with higher levels of consumption would pay higher rates. 

Cuban officials plan to use a loan from the Organisation of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) to clean up the Almendares- Vento river, which supplies more than 40 percent of Havana's water, this year. 

The clean-up will also benefit 260,000 people who live in neighbourhoods along the river, which runs through the capital. 

A government investment project to expand water distribution in the rest of the country has so far built 3,220 rural aqueducts, which serve more than 1.8 million people. 

According to the United Nations, more than 1.2 billion people worldwide have no access to potable water and 2.4 billion lack sewage services. 

International experts say the privatisation of water companies poses a number of risks, including reduced access to clean water for the poorest segments of society, due to a rise in utility rates. (END/2003)

________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General.

           **Guest at noon

           Good afternoon.  I’d like to welcome to the briefing Joseph Chamie, the Director of the Population Division of

     the United Nations, and he will be telling you briefly about revised United Nations population estimates and projections.

           **Secretary-General in Cyprus

           The Secretary-General arrived in Larnaca, Cyprus, this afternoon, after spending a day in Greece, and, in his

     opening statement to the press upon his arrival, he said that he would present a revision of the agreement on Cyprus

     to the parties this afternoon, which he plans to discuss with them tomorrow.

           He said, “I have come to Cyprus to tell you that the entire international community is hoping and praying that a

     Cyprus settlement, so long delayed, is at last at hand”.  He added his hope that the Greek and Turkish Cypriots would

     understand the urgency of the task at hand, asserting, “It is no exaggeration to say that you have a rendezvous with

     destiny”.

           The Secretary-General called first on His Excellency Glafcos Clerides, the Greek Cypriot leader, and that was

     at his home.  He followed that meeting with one with His Excellency Tassos Papadopoulos, the incoming Greek

     Cypriot leader, at the residence of the chief of the United Nations Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus.

           As we speak, he should be meeting now with His Excellency Rauf Denktash, the Turkish Cypriot leader, at

     the same residence.  All the meetings are expected to last roughly one hour.

           Last night, the Secretary-General met in Athens with Greek Prime Minister Costas Simitis and Foreign

     Minister George Papandreou, explaining to them the plan he intends to submit to the parties, and they also touched

     on Iraq.

           Afterwards, in a press encounter, the Secretary-General noted the unique opportunity for a united Cyprus to be

     brought into the European Union, saying, “It is an opportunity and a window that is not going to remain open forever”. 

     Asked whether the revised plan would be balanced, the Secretary-General said it would, adding, “This is a zero-sum

     game, and we will keep it balanced”.

           **United Nations Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission

           Our regular briefing on the work of the weapon’s inspectors in Iraq tells us that a team from the United Nations

     Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission -- or UNMOVIC -- returned today to the Al Aziziyah Range, where

     excavations of the R400 aerial bombs were underway.  Iraq claims that these bombs filled with biological agents had

     been unilaterally destroyed in 1991. 

     The team observed the excavation of a pit and inspected excavated munitions and fragments.  UNMOVIC also

     conducted an aerial survey of the site.

           Other UNMOVIC teams visited various sites having to do with missile production.  An UNMOVIC chemical

     team resumed the destruction of mustard-filled artillery shells.

           Other UNMOVIC teams and inspectors from the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) visited a number

     of other sites in Baghdad and Mosul.  This included a visit to a research centre for raw materials for the medical

     industry.  The IAEA also conducted two private interviews with engineers formerly associated with Iraq’s former gas

     centrifuge enrichment programme.  For more information, please pick up the briefing note from Baghdad.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council today is holding consultations on the Secretary-General’s latest report on the

     Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), which came out yesterday.  Briefings were given by the

     Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, Jean-Marie Guehenno, and the Secretary-General’s Special

     Representative for the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Amos Namanga Ngongi.  The Security Council President is

     expected to read a press statement on the DRC following the consultations.

           **Côte d’Ivoire

           The Secretary-General has sent a letter to the President of Côte d’Ivoire, Laurent Gbagbo, following the

     President's request to establish an International Commission of Inquiry.

           In the letter, the Secretary-General says the establishment of such a commission is in the spirit of the

     Linas-Marcoussis agreement.  In order to shed light on the human rights and humanitarian rights violations, as well as

     fighting against a culture of impunity, the Commission's mandate should enable it to establish the facts and

     circumstances that led to the current crisis.

           It should also determine the nature and identify those responsible of human rights and humanitarian rights

     violations committed in Côte d'Ivoire since 19 September 2002.

           It will also have to recommend measures that will put an end to impunity and ensure that those responsible

     are brought to justice and that the victims and their families are compensated.  The Commission also will also have to

     specifically investigate acts committed by the “Death Squads” and other such groups.

           An advance United Nations team that intends to see whether the conditions are right for deployment of the

     Commission is scheduled to leave Geneva today, and will begin work this weekend in the country to determine what

     cooperation a human rights investigation would receive.

           The team comprises experts from the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and

     the Department of Political Affairs, as well as a forensics expert.

           **Statement attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

           Following is a statement attributable to the Spokesman on Western Sahara.

           “The 100 prisoners of war whose release was announced by the Popular Front for the Liberation of Saguia

     el-Hamra and Rio de Oro (POLISARIO) on 10 February, were repatriated to the Kingdom of Morocco by the

     International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) today.  The Secretary-General welcomes this step, which is

     responsive to numerous Security Council resolutions and Presidential statements calling for the release of all prisoners

     of war.  The Secretary-General appeals to the Frente POLISARIO to accelerate the release of all remaining POWs,

     and urges the parties to continue to cooperate with the efforts of the ICRC to resolve the fate of all those unaccounted

     for since the beginning of the conflict.  He also urges the parties to cooperate with the United Nations High

     Commissioner for Refugees to embark on an early implementation of confidence-building measures.”

           **World Food Programme

           James T. Morris, the Executive Director of the World Food Programme (WFP), yesterday warned the United

     States Congress that the world was not doing enough in the battle against hunger.

           Morris told the Senate Foreign Relations Committee:  “We have succeeded in averting famine and starvation in

     emergencies like those in Afghanistan, North Korea and Africa so far, but we still have a gigantic task.  Equally, much

     more needs to be done in the battle against the chronic hunger that bedevils the lives of hundreds of millions of people

     who are not the victims of war or natural disasters”.

           Among other things he called for “stronger and more consistent funding for humanitarian aid”.  Morris is

     scheduled to address the House International Relations Committee tomorrow.

           **United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees in Afghanistan

           The High Commissioner for Refugees, Ruud Lubbers, has arrived in Kabul at the start of a 10–day mission to

     the region.  Prior to his departure for Kabul, Lubbers said he was concerned that the world's preoccupation with Iraq

     could take much–needed attention away from Afghanistan.  Lubbers urged the international community to keep helping

     Afghans who are returning to their shattered country, still reeling from more than two decades of war.

           **Pakistan

           At the end of his three-day visit to Pakistan, the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Sergio Vieira de Mello,

     expressed satisfaction at Pakistan’s stated commitment to a clear policy of ensuring respect for human rights in all

     spheres of the public and private life, and that the new Parliament declared its will to respect democratic values.

           Vieira de Mello had discussed women's rights with all the officials and civil society members with whom he

     spoke, praising the fact that women compose 21 per cent of the new Assembly and about 17 per cent of the Senate,

     and noting

     efforts to raise the level of female literacy and increase the number of girls in schools.  The High Commissioner

     insisted on the need for the Government to pursue its efforts to prosecute crimes against women, like honour killings. 

     There should be no tolerance for violence against women, he said.

           Discussing anti-terror measures, he said that he understood very well the difficult situation faced by Pakistan,

     but stressed the need to fight terror while respecting the rule of law and civil liberties.

           **International Narcotics Control Board

           The annual report of the International Narcotics Control Board is out today, and it says that the overwhelming

     share of profits made from illicit drug trafficking takes place in the countries where the finished products are illegally

     sold -– not those in which the drugs are cultivated.  In fact, only one percent of the money spent on illegal drugs is

     earned as farm income in developing countries, with the rest earned at other points along the drug trafficking chain.

           The report, on which you received an embargoed briefing on Monday, also highlights the need for a

     comprehensive and coherent strategy to tackle opium cultivation in Afghanistan, and to control synthetic drugs, like

     Ecstasy, which could become the main illicit drugs in the future.

           **Press Releases

           We have a press release today from the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) and the World Health

     Organization (WHO) welcoming the commitment of the generic pharmaceutical industry to work with United Nations

     agencies to provide medicines for priority diseases such as HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria.  UNICEF and WHO

     said the generic pharmaceutical industry has a vital role to play in providing safe and effective medicines at a low cost

     to improve health and save lives.

           **Budget

           Budget news.  We got a check from Cameroon today, which became the fifty-second Member State to be

     paid in full for this year for its regular budget contribution.  That was with payment of more than $121,000.

           **Guests at tomorrow’s noon briefing

           And then a reminder that our guests at the noon briefing tomorrow will be the Under-Secretary-General for

     Disarmament Affairs, Jayantha Dhanapala, and Martin Barber, the Director of the United Nations Mine Action Service. 

     They’ll be joining us to report on a major milestone in the global effort to ban the use of antipersonnel mines.  The

     deadline for the first group of countries to destroy their landmine stockpiles as required by the Ottawa Convention is

     1 March, and our guest will report on progress.

           That’s all I have.  Any questions before we go to Mr. Chamie?  Fine.

                                              * *** *_________________________________________________________________________________________
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*
Arriving in Cyprus, Annan stresses urgency of finalizing Cyprus deal

*
UN inspectors resume destroying Iraqi mustard shells, visit biological arms site 

*
In letter to Côte d’Ivoire leader, Annan endorses inquiry into rights violations

*
DR Congo: Security Council expresses concern at human rights violations

*
Western Sahara: Annan urges POLISARIO to release remaining prisoners of war

*
As UN mission ends, envoy pledges continued support for Angola’s reconstruction

*
Drug trade harms economic growth, UN-linked narcotics panel finds

*
World losing battle against hunger, UN relief official tells US Senate

*
Pakistan: UN rights chief praises commitment to ensure respect for civil liberties

*
UN drops global population projections by 400 million

*
UN welcomes drug companies’ pledge to expand access to essential medicines

*
Timor-Leste, not UN, indicts Indonesian general for war crimes

*
New group added to Security Council list of Al-Qaida operatives under UN sanctions
* * * *

Cyprus

26 February – Arriving in Cyprus today, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan underscored the urgency of completing a deal that would enable a reunited country to join the European Union (EU) later this year.

“I have come to Cyprus to tell you that the entire international community is hoping and praying that a Cyprus settlement, so long delayed, is at last at hand,” the Secretary-General said in a statement to the press upon his arrival in Larnaca. “It is no exaggeration to say that you have a rendezvous with destiny.”

Mr. Annan told reporters he would hand over a revision of his settlement proposal – which he first presented last November and then revised in December – to the parties today and that he planned to discuss it with them tomorrow.

Among his appointments, the Secretary-General first called on the Greek Cypriot leader, Glafcos Clerides, at his home before meeting with the incoming Greek Cypriot leader, Tassos Papadopoulos, at the residence of the chief of the UN Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus. Afterwards Mr. Annan met with the Turkish Cypriot leader, Rauf Denktash, at the same residence.

Last night, before leaving Greece, the Secretary General met in Athens with Prime Minister Costas Simitis and Foreign Minister George Papandreou and explained to them the plan he intends to submit to the parties. They also touched on Iraq.

In a press encounter afterwards, the Secretary-General noted the unique opportunity for a united Cyprus to be brought into the European Union. “It is an opportunity and a window that is not going to remain open forever,” he said.

* * *

Iraq: inspections

26 February – United Nations weapons teams inspected missile, chemical, medical and nuclear-related sites across Iraq today, resuming the destruction of mustard-filled artillery shells and checking for the third day running a site where Iraq says it destroyed bombs filled with biological agents.

A UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) biological team revisited excavations in the Al Aziziyah Range, about 100 kilometres southwest of Baghdad, where Iraq says R400 aerial bombs filled with biological agents were unilaterally destroyed in 1991, spokesman Hiro Ueki said. The team, which first visited the site on 24 February, inspected excavated munitions and fragments and conducted an aerial survey.

UNMOVIC chemical teams resumed the destruction of mustard-filled artillery shells at the Al Muthana site, successfully testing new procedures for drilling the shells, and inspected sulphuric acid facilities at Al Naif and Dar Al Salam, 80 kilometres west of Baghdad.

Missile teams visited the Al Shika Company, which supplies support equipment for research and development, and the Al Amin Factory, which performs mechanical machining and hydrostatic testing of Al Fatah and Al Abour motor cases and produces the body for the Al Fatah cluster-type warhead.  The inspectors tagged equipment, which had previously been destroyed by the UN Special Commission (UNSCOM) but subsequently repaired by Iraq. 

They also tagged additional equipment that had been destroyed by UNSCOM but repaired by Iraq at the Al Basil Company, which produces oil, salt and detergents for civil industries. The equipment was related to a proscribed missile of the past and some of it is currently being used to produce parts for the Al Fatah missile.

Biological and multidisciplinary teams, meanwhile, inspected the Tuberculosis and Respiratory Disease Unit in Mosul and the Badush Cement Factory, which belongs to the Northern Cement State Company.

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) teams inspected the Ibn Al Beythar Research Centre for raw materials for the medical industry in the Taji area north of Baghdad. They also conducted two private interviews with engineers associated with Iraq’s former gas centrifuge enrichment programme, and performed a car-borne radiation survey in the Zafaraniya area of Baghdad, including several large industrial sites.

* * *

Côte d’Ivoire

26 February – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has sent a letter to President Laurent Gbagbo of Côte d’Ivoire endorsing a panel of inquiry into human rights violations that have occurred during the civil turmoil that erupted more than five months ago.

The Secretary-General sent the letter after President Gbagbo requested the set up of an International Commission of Inquiry. He said the panel’s mandate should enable it to establish the facts and circumstances that led to the current crisis in order to shed light on the human rights and humanitarian rights violations – as well as fighting against a culture of impunity.

The Secretary-General also says that the establishment of such a commission “is in the spirit of the Linas-Marcoussis agreement,” the French-brokered peace accord signed and adopted in Paris last month establishing a two-year power-sharing arrangement between the Ivoirian Government, rebels and political opposition.

The commission should determine the nature and identify those responsible for human rights and humanitarian rights violations committed in Côte d’Ivoire since 19 September 2002, the letter says. The panel will have to recommend measures that will put an end to impunity and ensure that those responsible are brought to justice and that the victims and their families are compensated. It will also have to specifically investigate acts committed by the so-called “Death Squads” and other such groups.

Meanwhile, a UN spokesman in New York said an advance UN team is scheduled to leave Geneva today to see whether the conditions are right for deployment of the Commission. The team – comprising experts from the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, the Department of Political Affairs, as well as one forensics expert – will begin work this weekend in Côte d’Ivoire to determine what cooperation such an investigation would receive.

* * *

DR of Congo

26 February – The United Nations Security Council today expressed concern at serious human rights violations in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), called for the punishment of those responsible and urged all parties to the conflict to maintain law and order in the areas under their control.

In a statement to the press following consultations on UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s latest report on the DRC, the President of the 15-member Council, Ambassador Gunter Pleuger of Germany, said members also called on the Congolese parties to fully implement the power-sharing agreement signed in Pretoria last December, and to establish the transitional government.

According to the President, Council members voiced their concerns at the abuses reported two weeks ago by the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Sergio Vieira de Mello, who said information gathered “reveals that prosecution on ethnic and tribal grounds, extortion of property, rape and other forms of sexual violence against women, extra-judicial executions, and the forced recruitment of children are being committed.”

Council members “reiterated that there can be no impunity,” Mr. Pleuger said. They expressed their particular concern at the situation in Ituri, and called on the Union des Patriotes Congolais (UPC) to cooperate fully with the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC).

They also called on all governments in the region, in particular the Governments of the DRC, Rwanda and Uganda, to support the peace process in Ituri, urging them “to work to establish confidence-building measures to promote security in the border areas,” Mr. Pleuger said.

Members demanded that full freedom of movement be provided to MONUC so that it could investigate allegations that Rwandan and other foreign troops were present in DRC territory, as well as allegations that the Congolese Government provided support to the armed groups in the east of the country.

They also condemned the attack against MONUC’s helicopter in Bunia, the main town in the Ituri region, “warned those who committed this crime of grave consequences, and demanded that the perpetrators be identified and brought to justice immediately,” Mr. Pleuger said.

* * *

Western Sahara


26 February – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan appealed to the Frente POLISARIO today to speed up the release of all remaining prisoners of war as 100 freed POWs were repatriated to Morocco.

“The Secretary-General welcomes this step, which is responsive to numerous Security Council resolutions and presidential statements calling for the release of all prisoners of war,” UN spokesman Fred Eckhard said of today’s repatriation, carried out by the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC).

“The Secretary-General appeals to the Frente POLISARIO to accelerate the release of all remaining POWs, and urges the parties to continue to cooperate with the efforts of the ICRC to resolve the fate of all those unaccounted for since the beginning of the conflict.”

Mr. Annan also urged the parties to cooperate with the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) to embark on early implementation of confidence-building measures, the spokesman added.

* * *

Angola

26 February – With the United Nations having wrapped up its latest mission in Angola, the world body will continue to support the war-riven nation in its efforts at consolidating peace, according to the top UN envoy in that country.

Ibrahim Gambari, head of the UN Mission in Angola (UNMA), said that as the country moves in transition from emergency to recovery and reconstruction, the UN is handing back all the responsibility for the “residue tasks” to its development and humanitarian groups, under the leadership of the Resident Coordinator.

Speaking at a press conference yesterday, Mr. Gambari also noted that Secretary-General Kofi Annan is currently considering ways to strengthen the Office of the Resident Coordinator in order to focus on those issues that remain germane to national and international efforts to further consolidate peace in Angola. “All these steps are aimed at establishing a new partnership between Angola and the United Nations,” he said.

Since the expiration of UNMA’s mandate on 15 February, Mr. Gambari has spent the past 10 days in the capital, Luanda, winding-up the Mission, preparing the follow-up UN structure and meeting with representatives from the government, the National Union for the Total Independence of Angola (UNITA) and civil society. He also met yesterday with Prime Minister Fernando Dias dos Santos.

“Fortunately, Angola is exceptionally endowed with the resources that could transform, it, within a relatively short period, into an economic powerhouse, as well as the fulcrum of stability in the sub-region and even the African continent as a whole,” Mr. Gambari said. “Its experiences in conflict resolution and post-conflict building would also provide valuable lessons for the rest of the world.”

* * *

Drug control

26 February – An independent panel overseeing United Nations drug treaties warned today that the narcotics trade harms long-term economic growth in the developing world and also strongly cautioned against any moves to legalize illicit drugs.

In its annual report released in Vienna, the International Narcotics Control Board (INCB) says it has for the first time examined the impact of illicit drug cultivation, trade and abuse on overall economic development, dispelling what it calls “the myth that drug trafficking might be a route to growth and prosperity.”

The Board calls on the international community to offer assistance to drug control efforts in countries in which illicit drugs thrive and which do not have sufficient resources to combat the problem.

“The review in the present report shows that illicit drug production actually prevents long-term economic growth,” Board President Philip Emafo said. “Huge proceeds from illicit drugs lead to conspicuous consumption, promote inflation, destroy production capacity and result in negative economic growth. Drug control by governments is therefore not only in the interest of health and security but also in the interest of building a viable and sustainable economy.”

The report notes that only 1 per cent of the money ultimately spent by drug abusers is earned as farm income in developing countries while the remaining 99 per cent is earned at various other points along the drug trafficking chain, with half to two-thirds of the profits accruing in developed countries where most illicit drugs are used.

Heroin and cocaine account for most of the problems worldwide, the INCB says, but the legal market for opiates for pain relief like morphine risks getting out of control with supply currently exceeding demand, and synthetic drugs like Ecstasy could become the main illicit drugs of the future. The INCB has launched a major initiative to stop chemicals needed for synthetic drugs form reaching clandestine laboratories.

The INCB also warns against moves to legalize drugs, particularly cannabis. “Supporters of such legalization pursue their goals through aggressive, well-funded campaigns and with missionary zeal,” Mr. Emafo said. “Their arguments, however, do not reflect the truth. Cannabis is not a harmless drug, as advocates of its legalization tend to portray. Cannabis use affects the functioning of the brain. Its illicit use is also associated with heart attacks in some young people and can cause lung disease and cancer.”

The INCB was established in 1968 as the independent and quasi-judicial control organ for implementation of UN drug conventions. Its 13 members, who serve in their personal capacity, are elected by the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) and their work is financed by the UN. Three members are elected from a list of candidates nominated by the World Health Organization (WHO) and 10 from a list nominated by Governments.

* * *

World hunger

26 February – Warning “the worst is yet to come,” a top United Nations relief official has called on the international community to do more to battle hunger in the face of skyrocketing food emergencies and a steep drop in global food aid.

“We are losing the battle against hunger,” James T. Morris, Executive Director of the UN World Food Programme (WFP), said yesterday to the Senate Foreign Relations Committee as part of a four-day visit to Washington, D.C.

“Not only are we losing the battle in emergencies like those in Afghanistan, North Korea and Africa, where we often lack the funds needed, we are losing the battle against the chronic hunger that bedevils the lives of hundreds of millions of families who are not the victims of war or natural disasters,” he added.

Citing a lack of political will as the main culprit, Mr. Morris stressed that there were really no obstacles to prevent the international community from ending hunger soon. “There is more than enough food worldwide,” he said. “People are hungry because governments have made the wrong political choices.”

The WFP chief called for stronger and more consistent funding for humanitarian aid. “While the WFP funding has risen, global food aid has not,” he noted. “In fact during the last three years it has actually dropped by a third, from 15 million to 10 million metric tons. Emergency food aid needs are up and food aid is down. More funds are essential.”

Mr. Morris also called for more funding to feed children at school and stressed the importance of good nutrition in helping to ward off infections in AIDS victims and keeping them productive as long as possible, especially in Africa where the pandemic has wreaked havoc on food security.

“In many poor communities, the first thing AIDS victims ask for is not medicine, not money, but food for their families, food for their hungry children,” he said.

Mr. Morris is scheduled to take his message tomorrow to the House International Relations Committee, reminding them that with more than 800 million people in the world chronically hungry, rising food aid emergencies mean “the worst is yet to come.”

* * *

Pakistan

26 February – The top United Nation human rights official today expressed satisfaction at Pakistan’s stated commitment to a clear policy of ensuring respect for human rights in all spheres of public and private life.

At the end of his three-day visit to Pakistan, the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Sergio Vieira de Mello, also hailed the declaration by the country’s new Parliament on its will to respect democratic values.

Throughout his visit, Mr. Vieira de Mello has drawn special attention to the need to promote and protect the rights of women. He has discussed women’s rights with all the officials and civil society members with whom he spoke, praising the fact that women made up 21 per cent of the new Assembly and about 17 per cent of the Senate, and noting efforts to raise the level of female literacy and increase the number of girls in schools.

Still, the High Commissioner insisted on the need for Pakistan’s Government to pursue its efforts to prosecute crimes against women, like honour killings. “There should be no tolerance for violence against women,” he said.

Discussing anti-terror measures, he said that he understood very well the difficult situation faced by Pakistan, but stressed the need to fight terror while respecting the rule of law and civil liberties.

* * *

Global population

26 February – The United Nations today lowered by 400 million the global population projections it made two years ago, reflecting a higher death rate due to HIV/AIDS and a reduction in fertility levels.

A report released today by the Population Division of the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) projects that by 2050, there will be 8.9 billion people globally, a drop from the 9.3 billion previously stated in its 2000 forecast.

The report attributes the lower figure in part to a worsening of the effect of the HIV/AIDS epidemic in terms of increased morbidity, mortality and population loss. Although the probability of being infected by HIV is assumed to decline significantly in the future, the long-term impact of the epidemic remains dire, with 278 million more people expected to die of AIDS by 2050.

“HIV/AIDS is a disease of mass destruction,” Joseph Chamie, Director of the Population Division, said today at a press briefing at UN Headquarters in New York to launch the report. He added that the deaths due to the AIDS epidemic were many times greater than any military conflicts in the past 10 years.

The report also states that despite the devastating impact of the HIV/AIDS epidemic, the populations of the affected countries are generally expected to be larger by mid-century than today, mainly because most of them maintain moderate fertility levels.

However, for the first time ever, the Division forecasts that future fertility levels in most developing countries will fall to 2.1 per woman, the level needed to ensure the long-term replacement of the population. By 2050, three out of every four countries in the less developed regions will be experiencing below-replacement fertility.

* * *

Generic drugs

26 February – The United Nations today welcomed the commitment made by the an international pharmaceutical association and the makers of generic antiretroviral drugs (ARVs) to work in close collaboration with UN agencies to increase access to low-cost, safe and effective medicines.

In a joint statement issued today by the World Health Organization (WHO) and the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the agencies said the generic pharmaceutical industry has a vital role to play in efforts to provide safe and effective medicines at low cost to improve health and save lives. 

During meetings held this week by WHO and the Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), the generic drug industry reiterated its commitment to work with the international community to achieve progressively lower prices and sustainable supply of key HIV medicines. The two agencies initiated the meetings to confirm the UN family’s full commitment to work with the international generic industry as well as brand name companies to scale up access to HIV/AIDS care.  

Members of the International Generic Pharmaceutical Alliance (IGPA) agreed that participating in projects such as the UN interagency quality assessment of pharmaceutical suppliers and products would stand them in good stead for providing their services to international and local medicines procurement.

Future collaboration will include work on motivating increased competition to achieve lower prices, quality assurance and scaling up essential medicines provision for priority diseases such as HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria. It was agreed that the target of three million people on ARV treatment by 2005 is achievable with the collective efforts of the world’s pharmaceutical industries.

* * *

Timor-Leste

26 February – Contrary to published reports, Timor-Leste, and not the UN, has indicted former Indonesian military chief General Wiranto for his role in the violence surrounding the 1999 popular consultation on East Timorese independence, UN officials have stressed.

“While indictments are prepared by international staff, they are issued under the legal authority of the Timorese Prosecutor-General,” said a statement issued yesterday in Dili by the UN Mission of Support in East Timor (UNMISET). “The United Nations does not have any legal authority to issue indictments.”

UNMISET released the statement after several news outlets reported earlier this week that the UN had charged General Wiranto with crimes against humanity. To date, Timor-Leste has filed 50 indictments involving more than 170 suspects – over 100 of who are charged with crimes against humanity.

In New York, UN spokesman Fred Eckhard reminded reporters at a press briefing yesterday that the indictments were issued by the Office of the Prosecutor General of Timor-Leste, and not by the United Nations, which provides advisory assistance to the East Timorese. “So, we hope that in future you’ll say, ‘East Timor indicts,’ and not ‘the United Nations indicts,’” he said.

* * *

Al-Qaida
26 February - The United Nations Security Council committee monitoring sanctions imposed against the Taliban has added an organization in the Kurdish-controlled area of north-eastern Iraq to its extensive list of entities and persons subject to the measures because of their links to the group or other terrorist operatives. 

Added to the Council’s list yesterday was the Ansar al-Islam organization, which goes by a number of aliases. 

The UN sanctions require States to freeze financial resources, including funds derived or generated by any undertaking owned or controlled by the Taliban, and to ensure that they are not used by the group. 

Countries are also obliged to freeze funds and other financial assets of Usama bin Laden and his associates in the Al-Qaida organization, and to prevent their entry or transit through the State’s territory. In addition, nations must prevent the supply, sale and transfer of all arms and materiel – along with any form of military training – to the named individuals and entities. 

The list is updated regularly, on the basis of relevant information provided by Member States and regional organizations.

* *** *
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