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THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Thursday, 27 January 2005

South Asian Tsunami News
· MINNEAPOLIS STAR-TRIBUNE  - Environmental toll: Beginning to assess what's left and what's lost
· Reuters - Response Prevented Tsunami Deaths From Disease - UN

Other Environmental News
· BBC - Alarm at new climate warning
· Reuters - Blair Calls on US to Take Climate Change Seriously

Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROAP
· ROA

· ROWA


Other UN News
· Newsweek- HEADLINE: The Good for Something U.N.
· UN Daily News of  26 January 2005
· S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of 26 January 2005

UN News Service

UN environment chief issues clarion call to save biodiversity
	

	UNEP chief Klaus Toepfer


26 January 2005 – With more than 7,000 animal species and 60,000 plant species threatened, the top United Nations environment official warned today that the target of significantly reducing the rate of loss in biodiversity by 2010 would not be met without strong science and effective governance mechanisms.

Some scientists estimate that the current rate of extinction is a thousand times greater than at any other time in the course of humanity’s development.

“If we fail to demonstrate measurable success by 2010, political commitment will be undermined, public interest will be lost, investment in biodiversity research and management will be reduced, environmental institutions will be further weakened,” UN Environment Programme (UNEP) Executive Director Klaus Toepfer told the Paris International Conference on Biodiversity, Science and Governance.

“In UNEP we are ready to play our part,” he added, referring to the 2010 target date set by world leaders at the 2001 World Summit on Sustainable Development.

The conference, hosted by the Paris-based UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), aims to take stock of the current knowledge, shortcomings and controversial issues with a view to opening up a dialogue between scientists, politicians, and economic decision-makers on the management of biodiversity.

Bringing together over 1,000 participants, it is focusing on the core governance and research issues of biodiversity. Panellists will discuss the development of global management of biodiversity and the establishment of a scientific consensus on which political decisions can be based.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Xinhua

 UNEP calls for strong science in biodiversity protection

www.chinaview.cn 2005-01-27 05:40:13
  　NAIROBI, Jan. 26 (Xinhuanet) -- The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) has called for strong science and effective governance mechanisms to back up the political target of biodiversity protection and sustainable development, according to a statement available here Wednesday.

    In his speech at the opening of the Paris International Conference on Biodiversity, Science and Governance, UNEP ExecutiveDirector Klaus Topfer said strong science and effective governancemechanisms are crucial for a significant reduction in the rate of biodiversity loss by 2010, which was set as a target by world leaders in the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development.

    "If we fail to demonstrate measurable success by 2010, political commitment will be undermined, public interest will be lost, investment in biodiversity research and management will be reduced, environmental institutions will be further weakened," Topfer said.

    He pointed out the importance of the Paris conference in charting the way forward, emphasizing that "in UNEP we are ready to play our part," the statement said.

    The conference, held in Paris on January 24-28, aims at taking stock of the current knowledge, shortcomings and controversial issues with a view to opening up a dialogue between scientists, politicians, and economic decision-makers on the management of biodiversity.

    Bringing together over 1,000 participants, the conference focuses on the core governance and research issues of biodiversity.     

    Panelists will discuss the development of global management of biodiversity and the establishment of a scientific consensus on which political decisions can be based. Enditem
____________________________________________________________________________________________
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UN Environment Chief Issues Clarion Call To Save Biodiversity

Wednesday, January 26 2005 @ 06:51 PM

With more than 7,000 animal species and 60,000 plant species threatened, the top United Nations environment official warned today that the target of significantly reducing the rate of loss in biodiversity by 2010 would not be met without strong science and effective governance mechanisms.

Some scientists estimate that the current rate of extinction is a thousand times greater than at any other time in the course of humanity's development.

"If we fail to demonstrate measurable success by 2010, political commitment will be undermined, public interest will be lost, investment in biodiversity research and management will be reduced, environmental institutions will be further weakened,"

UN Environment Programme (UNEP) Executive Director Klaus Toepfer told the Paris International Conference on Biodiversity, Science and Governance.

"In UNEP we are ready to play our part," he added, referring to the 2010 target date set by world leaders at the 2001 World Summit on Sustainable Development.

The conference, hosted by the Paris-based UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), aims to take stock of the current knowledge, shortcomings and controversial issues with a view to opening up a dialogue between scientists, politicians, and economic decision-makers on the management of biodiversity.

Bringing together over 1,000 participants, it is focusing on the core governance and research issues of biodiversity.

Panellists will discuss the development of global management of biodiversity and the establishment of a scientific consensus on which political decisions can be based.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Daily News

Survey on tsunami impact on environment 

by Florence Wickramage 

The Environment and Natural Resources Ministry has launched a survey on the impact of the tsunami on the environment with technical assistance from the United Nations Environment Programme. The survey has also mobilised local expertise, Environment and Natural Resources Minister A.H.M. Fowzie told the Daily News yesterday. 

The survey is based on two sectors - the Green sector and the Brown sector. The Green sector will cover natural eco-systems such as wetlands, natural parks, mangroves, beach-forest life etc. and the Brown sector will cover emerging environmental pollution from debris, soild waste, chemicals released from factories and air pollution due to enhanced transport facilities etc. 

The natural forest plantations have also been seriously considered and the Environment Ministry will work hand in hand with allied Ministries and departments on the Government's decision to ensure a green belt of 100 metres on the Western Coast and 200 metres on the Eastern coast. The planting of marine vegetation on the shore-line green belt is in progress, Fowzie said. 

Special survey teams have already commenced work on the two sectors and is expected to submit their reports within the next four weeks. Based on the recommendations of the survey, the Ministry's rehabilitation programme to restore the environment will be based on a short-term basis and a long-term basis. The entire programme will lay special emphasis to uplift the living standards of those affected by the tsunami crisis, Minister Fowzie said.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

LA Times

High Levels of Toxin Seen at 9 Chlorine Plants

  Mercury emissions may be as high as those at coal-fueled facilities, an environmental group reports. Companies are making gains, however.
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By Marla Cone, Times Staff Writer
A new report has found that nine chlorine factories are among the nation's largest sources of mercury, a potent neurotoxin that spreads globally and has rendered some seafood unsafe to eat. 

To be released today, the report, written by the environmental group Oceana, documents what it calls a "long-overlooked" source of mercury polluting the air. The findings are based on a review of toxic inventories filed by the chemical companies.

The chlorine industry and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency acknowledge that the chemical plants have been a sizable source of mercury pollution. But they say the companies have substantially reduced their emissions in recent years. 

Most U.S. efforts to control mercury have focused on coal-fired power plants, which are facing controversial and costly new efforts to regulate their emissions. But the report concludes that nine chlorine plants, mostly in the Southeast and Midwest, could be releasing as much, or more, mercury than the power companies are. 

"The nine mercury-based chlorine plants in the U.S. may rival the entire power industry as the nation's largest industrial mercury polluter," says the report by Oceana, which is launching a campaign to reduce the levels of mercury and educate the public about its dangers.

Mercury is considered one of the most hazardous and ubiquitous contaminants. Emissions from factories and power plants travel thousands of miles in the air and drop into oceans and lakes, building up in the tissues of animals and people.

The mercury-cell chlorine factories each reported emitting an average of 1,097 pounds of mercury into the air in 2002, five times more than the average power plant, according to Oceana's analysis of reports that companies filed annually with the EPA. Eight of the nine plants rank among the top 25 U.S. companies in reported mercury emissions, the report says.

But their actual emissions could be much higher. How much mercury they release into the environment is largely unknown, because many tons are "missing" at the chlorine plants every year — unaccounted for in the companies' annual inventories, according to a 2004 industry report. 

Chlorine is used for manufacturing vinyl, disinfecting drinking water, producing medicines and making cleaning solvents, among other uses. Most chlorine is produced using new, mercury-free technologies, but nine factories use a process that pumps a saltwater solution through a vat of mercury to set off a chemical reaction. 

In 2000, 11 chlorine plants reported releasing 14 tons of mercury into the air through smokestacks and unmonitored leaks called "fugitive" emissions. But according to the EPA, another 65 tons of mercury were used there and unaccounted for.

EPA officials, in a 2003 report, said "that the fate of all the mercury consumed" at the chlorine plants "remains somewhat of an enigma."

If even half of that "lost" mercury were released into the air, the plants would have polluted the air with nearly the same volume as the 49 tons released by the nation's 497 mercury-releasing power plants that year, said Oceana's pollution campaign director, Jackie Savitz.

By 2002, two of the 11 plants had closed, and the reported mercury emissions dropped almost in half, to a total of 7.6 tons. The plants, however, had 28 tons of mercury that were unaccounted for, which amounted to about 1% of their total mercury used and stored, according to a 2004 Chlorine Institute report to the EPA. The missing mercury amounted to 30 tons in 2003.

Tracy Cullen, director of communications at the Chlorine Institute, an industry group, said the industry was trying to develop more accurate methods to measure fugitive emissions and account for all of its mercury. Although emissions from smokestacks and vents are measured with precision, fugitive emissions from the mercury vats are much more difficult to quantify.

"As an industry, we support the regulation of mercury," Cullen said. "The chlorine industry's use of mercury is on the way down…. We are committed to fully account for the mercury we use." 

EPA spokeswoman Cynthia Bergman said the missing mercury was "a very important issue" to the agency, which had been working with the chlorine industry to resolve it. But, she said, there was "little evidence" that it was being released into the environment.

Instead, EPA and chlorine company representatives suspect that the dense metallic chemical remains inside the plants, accumulating in their piping, tanks and processing equipment. "Several tons of mercury could easily be caught in the thousands of feet of pipe in one plant," Bergman said.

The EPA tightened rules regulating the chlorine plants in 2003, but environmental groups criticized the agency for failing to shut them down if they didn't switch to mercury-free technologies.

Since the mid-1990s, the volumes of mercury used by the chlorine industry declined 76% because five plants closed and others upgraded, according to the Chlorine Institute. 

The chlorine companies say they will further reduce mercury emissions by as much as 93% under the new EPA regulation.

"There is no good reason to eliminate more U.S. manufacturing jobs by closing plants that are operating safely and performing above and beyond all federal and local standards," Cullen said.

The nine plants are located in Louisiana, Alabama, Delaware, Georgia, Ohio, Tennessee, West Virginia and Wisconsin, and are operated by Olin Corp., Occidental Chemicals, PPG Industries, Ashta Chemicals Inc., Vulcan Chemicals and Pioneer Companies Inc. 

The United States is responsible for a small fraction of mercury emissions worldwide. Globally, about 1,500 tons per year are released by coal-fired power plants and waste incinerators, about half in Asia, according to a report by the United Nations Environment Program. Europe has 53 mercury-cell chlorine plants. 

One in every six babies in the U.S. — more than 600,000 per year — is born to a mother with a mercury level exceeding that deemed safe for a fetus. Mercury is known to interfere with brain development. 

The Food and Drug Administration has advised women who are pregnant, nursing or may become pregnant to avoid eating large marine predators such as swordfish, shark, tilefish and king mackerel, and to eat no more than 12 ounces of other fish per week.

*

(BEGIN TEXT OF INFOBOX)

Mercury mess

There are nine mercury-cell chlorine plants operating in the U.S., mostly in the Southeast and Midwest. Together they emitted more than 7 tons of mercury in 2002. The total emissions comprise air, water and other figures.

Emissions (in pounds)

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Christian Today
New Apostolic Nuncio is Appointed in Kenya
	

	


Kenya has recently appointed a new Nuncio: His Excellency Archbishop Alain Paul Lebeaupin, comes to Kenya from a similar position in Ecuador, Latin America.

"The Holy Father [has] appointed Archbishop Alain Paul Lebeaupin, Apostolic Nuncio to Ecuador, as Apostolic Nuncio to Kenya and permanent observer to the United Nations Environment and Human Settlements Programs (UNEP and UN-Habitat)," the Vatican Information Service said in its dispatch for Friday evening, January 14, 2005.

Archbishop Lebeaupin, 59, replaces Archbishop Giovanni Tonucci, who in December 2004 left for Sweden, Denmark, Finland, Iceland and Norway to continue serving more and more as he did in Kenya for the past 8 years, something that many Kenyans have said they will be eternally grateful for.

Kenya's new Nuncio was born in Paris, France, on March 2, 1945. He was ordained priest on June 28, 1975. Then on December 7, 1998, he was appointed Titular Archbishop of Vico Equense, and began his diplomatic career the same day following his appointment as Apostolic Nuncio to Ecuador. He was ordained Bishop on Jan 6, 1999.

The United Nations Environment and Human Settlements Programs (UNEP and UN-Habitat), to which he is appointed permanent observer, is also headquartered in Nairobi, Kenya.

Archbishop Tonucci had served as the Apostolic Nuncio in Kenya since 1996. He was born in Fano Italy, in December 1941 and ordained priest in 1966.

He joined the diplomatic service of the Holy See in 1971 and has served as the Apostolic Nuncio to Cameroon, Great Britain, Yugoslavia and the United States of America.

Before coming to Kenya in 1996, Archbishop Tonucci had served as Nuncio to Bolivia from 1989 to March 1996.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

GhanaWeb

Asante Takes El Baradei To Task

The Executive Secretary of the Energy Commission of Ghana, Kofi Asante, has taken issue with the Director-General of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), Dr Mohammed El Baradei, describing his promise to carry out an energy assessment map of Ghana as “a pie in the sky that appears to me to be in the nature of politicking in the international arena,” especially coming at a time he is preparing to seek re-election for another term of office, and his being aware of Ghana’s membership of the IAEA.

“If Dr El Baradei has had a ten-minute discussion with the Energy Commission, he would have probably spared Ghanaians his promise,” states Kofi Asante, who finds it difficult to fathom how the IAEA Director-General could make such a promise at a time the Energy Commission of Ghana had already done an assessment of the nation’s energy needs for the period 2000 to 2025.

In a letter reacting to Dr El Baradei’s promise, circulated to the media, Mr Asante states: “If by energy assessment, Dr El Baradei means an educated estimate of the size, nature and quality of Ghana’s energy need, I must place on record that the Energy Commission of Ghana, the statutory body with the corporate responsibility for advising the Minister of Energy, i.e. the Government of Ghana, on energy matters, has on its own done an assessment of Ghana’s energy for the period 2000 to 2025. The Energy Commission’s Draft Strategic National Energy Plan, 2000 to 2025, deals with all aspects of the country’s energy need, including the investment required to meet the demand expected.”

The Draft Strategic National Energy Plan, which Mr Asante says is due for submission to the incoming Energy Minister, Prof Mike Oquaye, has seven sections: current demand and supply, generation transmission, distribution, demand projections, generation system expansion, investment (costs) and challenges.

The plan also outlines measures to ensure the least-cost supply of electricity; to increase grid electricity to most parts of the country and to minimise the negative environmental impacts in the electricity supply chain, among others.

Mr Asante, who finds it difficult to comprehend what Dr El Baredei meant by energy assessment map of Ghana, continues in his letter: “If he means the solar and wind energy assessment (SWERA), I must again place it on record that the Energy Commission has been engaged in a SWERA Ghana project with funding provided by the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP), Nairobi-Kenya.”

Alluding to a “practical support” UNEP has extended to the Energy Commission of Ghana “without any declaration from the roof tops” Asante states further, “On the basis of the indication of strong wind potential in and around the Ghana –Togo border, UNEP has designated more funding for the installation of wind anemometers (devices to measure the force of the wind) in the area. The devices will be used to validate the SWERA Map of Ghana that the Energy Commission has produced, and confirms that there is indeed wind resource worthy of exploitation at that location.”


____________________________________________________________________________________________

Turkmenistan
Experts Discussed Caspian Ecology Issues In Ashgabat

A two-day regional meeting of experts to prepare a Protocol on pollution from ground sources to the Framework Convention for Protection of Marine Environment of the Caspian Sea was held in Ashgabat. 

The Ministry of nature protection of Turkmenistan and the UN bodies, UNEP and UNDP, co-hosted the event. Representatives of state nature protection organizations of all the five Caspian states, non-governmental and international organizations and leading specialists-ecologists took part in the meeting, the Ashgabat correspondent of Turkmenistan.ru reports. 

As is known, the Framework Convention for Protection of Marine Environment of the Caspian Sea, signed by representatives of Azerbaijan, Iran, Kazakhstan, Russia and Turkmenistan, was adopted in Tehran in November 2003. The convention became an important step on the way of cooperation of the Caspian states in the vital sphere – ecology protection. In particular, it binds the member states to develop protocols for preservation of biodiversity of the water body and protection of sea from ground and other sources. 

The meeting participants agreed to continue the constructive dialogue and spoke in favor of finalization of the protocol in subsequent meetings. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________
Associated Press Worldstream

January 26, 2005 Wednesday

HEADLINE: AP Enterprise: Environmentalists worry Aceh's forests at risk in rush to rebuild

 

BODY:
EDITOR'S NOTE: This is one of a series of special reports by AP correspondents marking one month since the tsunami wrought death and devastation to Asia and Africa on Dec. 26.

JANTHO, Indonesia (AP) Rustling branches betray the likely presence of an orangutan in the distance, while twittering insects and streams provide the soundtrack of the tropical forests of Aceh province, a temple of nature rising above the tsunami-ravaged shores below.

Though the forests that cover much of Aceh were left largely untouched by the Dec. 26 disaster, environmentalists fear these areas could be hurt in the rush to rebuild. And they warn a failure to heed environmental concerns during reconstruction could end up causing yet more natural disasters. 

At the same time, greater scrutiny now by the scores of international aid workers who are here could help minimize the illegal logging fueled by widespread corruption that has flourished under the military's unchecked reign in Aceh, where foreigners have been mostly banned.

"It is clear that the recovery and reconstruction process under way must also invest in the environmental capital of natural resources, the forests, mangroves and coral reefs that are nature's buffer to such disasters and their consequences," Klaus Toepfer, head of the U.N. Environment Program said recently.

The tsunami's toll on the environment across the Indian Ocean is only now being assessed, since most aid work focuses on the immediate need of feeding and sheltering the hundreds of thousands of survivors.

In Sri Lanka and Thailand, coral reefs were broken and buried under sand, disrupting delicate ocean ecosystems. Rice fields and wells have been inundated with salt water, requiring years of rehabilitation.

Aceh was hardest-hit because it was closest to the epicenter of the earthquake that spawned the tsunami. A report by the government and international community estimated the economic cost to the environment at US$675 million ([euro]520 million), the U.N. Environment Program said.

Still, left untouched in the center of Aceh is the 2.6 million hectare (6.4 million acre) Leuser Ecosystem, crowned by a 3,140-meter (10,302-foot) mountain of the same name.

A moratorium on logging across Aceh was declared in March 2001 to protect Leuser and other forests, but that hasn't stopped illegal tree-cutting - sometimes with the participation of rogue elements in the military that controls the region.

Teddy Gunawarman, secretary-general of the Leuser International Foundation, which has a government mandate to protect the area, said he fears that in inland areas ringed with forests, people will simply cut down nearby trees to rebuild rather than buy legal wood from elsewhere.

The forest forms the last place in the world where large mammals like elephants, orangutans, tigers and rhinoceros live together, Gunawarman said.

There could be ripple effects. In Jantho, 60 kilometers (35 miles) southeast of the provincial capital, Banda Aceh, for example, logging could eliminate a vital water catchment along the Krueng Aceh river that feeds into the city, raising the risk of floods.

"People will be hit by a second natural disaster," Gunawarman warned.

It's happened before on Sumatra island. In November 2003, more than 200 people were killed when a flash flood swept through the Bukit Lawang tourist resort in North Sumatra province that neighbors Aceh.

Officials blamed illegal cutting upstream and labeled the people involved in the trade "environmental terrorists" - threatening those convicted of illegal logging with a death sentence.

Mike Griffiths, vice chairman of the Leuser International Foundation, suggests using coconut trees and other alternative materials for new homes - or even importing wood - rather than cutting down the valuable hardwoods that make up Indonesia's forests.

"This is a chance for the international community to get together and instead of giving money or rice, to give timber," he said.

Mustafa Hasjbullah, head of the provincial Forestry Department, said he is pleading with aid groups not to use illegal logs to build new homes for tsunami victims. But he said his office can't really do anything to stop illegal logging and the final responsibility rests with the national government.

"I have forestry police but they have no power," said Hasjbullah.

The military says it receives only 30 percent to 40 percent of the funding its needs to operate in Aceh. That has encouraged the soldiers to come up with other solutions to make ends meet - encouraging corruption and illegal businesses, said Steven Galster, executive director in Thailand of the environmental advocacy group WildAid and an expert on illegal logging in Aceh.

"There's an opportunity here now that Aceh is open ... to keep (the army) busy in reconstruction without cutting down trees," Galster said. "It's a kind of ugly silver lining."

In Banda Aceh's urban planning office, Chairani Abdullah pores over plans for some 21 relocation camps with barracks for 100 people each, housing she says is needed urgently.

Still, she said no illegal wood would be used in the haste to finish the temporary houses for the tsunami homeless, enabling them to move out of tents and try to return to normal life.

"Even though it's an emergency, we have rules," she said.
____________________________________________________________________________________________
Le Figaro

26 janvier 2005

TITRE: Premiers bilans sur les mangroves et les coraux; Ces barrières naturelles ont souffert

AUTEUR: Isabelle BRISSON

TEXTE-ARTICLE:


Le bilan des dégâts causés sur l'environnement par le tsunami est loin d'être dressé mais les premiers résultats sont alarmants, selon Klaus Toepfer, directeur du Programme pour l'environnement des Nations unies (PNUE). Une étude effectuée pour la récente conférence de l'ONU sur la prévention des catastrophes naturelles à Kobé donne quelques chiffres. En Indonésie notamment, 25 000 hectares de mangroves ont été touchés. Ces forêts de palétuviers adaptés à la salinité et à des eaux plus ou moins hautes abritent aussi des lianes et des fougères dans lesquels vit une faune de crustacés, de reptiles et d'oiseaux. Outre les mangroves, au moins 30 % des 97 250 hectares de récifs coralliens existants en Indonésie ont subi des dommages. 

En Thaïlande, une opération de nettoyage vise à débarrasser les récifs coralliens d'au moins un millier de tonnes de décombres avant la mousson d'avril. Les dégâts qui auraient été estimés à seulement 10 % des 78 km2 de récifs coralliens seraient à revoir à la hausse. En outre, lorsque la disparition des mangroves en elle-même affecte les coraux voisins. Lorsqu'on les coupe le sol reste à nu. En période de mousson la terre se détache du sol et se déverse dans le lagon qui se remplit de terre en bouchant les polypes du corail. Après destruction d'un massif corallien « il faut compter 15 à 18 ans pour le retour à un paysage qui se tienne », explique Pascale Joannot, spécialiste de la gestion des récifs coralliens. 

S'ils ont subi des dommages, récifs coralliens et mangroves n'en constituent pas moins une protection naturelle du littoral. La première cause d'arrachage des mangroves est l'élevage intensif des crevettes et des poissons. Vient en dernier leur enlèvement pour utilisation en bois de cuisson ou de chauffage et pour favoriser le développement touristique. Comme on construit des complexes hôteliers sur les plages et non derrière une impénétrable mangrove, débattre de la protection de ces écosystèmes pose forcément la question du développement économique. 

DATE-CHARGEMENT: 26 janvier 2005

LOAD-DATE: January 27, 2005
____________________________________________________________________________________________
MINNEAPOLIS STAR-TRIBUNE   26-1-05

Environmental toll: Beginning to assess what's left and what's lost 

	

	

	


The extent of environmental damage is not clear, because rescue and recovery efforts have taken precedence. Scientists expect that damage to marine ecosystems is worst from the shore to about a mile out. The United Nations has set aside $1 million to assess damage, and a team of 12 experts is not expected to begin work until February. However, new reports from governments assessments include the following:

Mangrove trees: In Indonesia alone, more than 60,000 acres of these trees, which grow in thickets and protect tropical coastlines and spawning grounds, were damaged by the tsunami. Preliminary estimates by the United Nations put the loss at $120 million. Generally, almost 121,000 acres of forest along the Indonesian coasts was damaged, and the government estimates that up to 30 percent of it is lost. More than 1,800 miles of coastal land has been degraded or lost, the government has said.

Farmland: Salt water has contaminated soil and groundwater beneath 100,000 acres of rice paddies and fields in Indonesia, ruining them for several years, if not permanently. Mango, plantain, coconut and papaya trees are dying in some areas. The amount of farmland damage in other countries is not known yet.

Coral reefs: A rich habitat for many fish and other species, coral reefs in southeast Asia had become a top tourist attraction. Up to 50 percent of the coral reefs near Thailand and Indonesian beaches may have been damaged by the tsunami or resulting sand and debris. Government estimates of the loss are more than $332 million.

Also destroyed was the National Aquatic Resources Research and Development Agency in Sri Lanka, an important reef research station. The agency's museum, which had a world-class collection of coral, was swept into the sea.

Sea turtles: Some endangered species were found dead, and an estimated 20,000 eggs were washed away at one hatchery in Sri Lanka. A bigger question is whether sea turtles will be able to reproduce in the next few years because of damage to nesting areas.

Compiled from news reports by Star Tribune staff writer Tom Meersman and Star Tribune librarian Robert Hovde
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Response Prevented Tsunami Deaths From Disease - UN 

UNITED NATIONS - The swift response to the Asian tsunami prevented a second wave of deaths from disease and malnutrition but the task of rebuilding is far from complete, a top UN official said exactly one month after the cataclysm. 

Jan Egeland, the emergency relief coordinator who played a central role in organizing aid, on Wednesday took stock of the effort since the Dec. 26 undersea earthquake and tidal waves killed more than 200,000 people in a dozen nations around the Indian Ocean. 
Despite no roads, few airstrips and bad weather, "we believe we succeeded in avoiding this second wave of death," Egeland told a news conference. "It is remarkable." 

But Egeland said too many people still lived in tents and sanitation and health care remained precarious, even if epidemics were not evident. 

"There is no complacency here for anybody," Egeland said, "We did save a lot of lives but we have not restored their livelihoods, restored ordinary life" or their mental health. 

"That is the big, big task ahead, and that will be even bigger than the emergency life-saving phase," he said. 

Egeland said there were still pockets where access was a problem in Indonesia's Ache province and in Somalia. But he said a survey in Aceh and Sumatra, the Indonesian areas where killer waves did the most damage, showed no significant rise in malnutrition. 

On Tuesday Indonesians were still pulling bodies from the rubble. The government said some 900,000 people had been buried. 


PROSELYTIZING, AID 

Egeland was asked about American evangelists who are showering victims with gifts while proselytizing. 

"We are very aware of sensitivities in several countries that religious organizations may be too quick in combining relief and missionary services," he said. "Our position is that we should delink the two, especially in the emergency phase." 

He said some governments "have raised general concerns with involvement of Christian organizations being active in Muslim areas" but have not prohibited their relief work. 

Most of the credit for the aid, Egeland said, was due to local communities and national governments in addition to humanitarian groups including UN agencies and the International Committee of the Red Cross, which alone raised $1.2 billion in one month. 

The UN emergency relief appeal raised $390 million from governments and private donors and another $250 million "in the mail" to date. 

Governments, aid groups and private donors have pledged a total of $7 billion so far in tsunami aid or future reconstruction, but much of it has not yet materialized. 

Food was distributed to 1.2 million people while more than 500,000 people were being provided with clean water, Egeland said. 

He said military help was decisive from 24 countries including the United States and Australia as well as soldiers from the affected nations. 

But he expected the military's role to subside as roads reopened and civilian aid groups took over. 


Story by Evelyn Leopold
____________________________________________________________________________________________

                                    Newsweek

                       January  31, 2005 Atlantic Edition

HEADLINE: The Good for Something U.N.

BYLINE: By Shashi Tharoor; Tharoor is the  United Nations'  under

secretary-general for communications and public information.

 BODY:

   In a hilarious early episode of "Seinfeld," Jerry convinces Elaine that

Tolstoy's monumental "War and Peace" was originally titled "War: What Is It Good

For?" The same attitude seems to prevail these days with regard to our other

great institutions. A lot of people, particularly in the United States, have

been asking of late, "The  United Nations:  what is it good for?"

   The most devastating natural disaster in living memory, the Indian Ocean

tsunami, has given us part of the answer. The U.N. rushed to the rescue and is

spearheading the largest humanitarian operation the region has ever seen.

International aid workers, soldiers and survivors are working side by side to

deliver food and medical supplies provided both by traditional Western donor

countries and less wealthy Asian ones. Less than a month after the horror, and

amid the turmoil of a massive cleanup, children in Sri Lanka are heading back to

school. The worst of the feared second wave of deaths--those from hunger and

disease--has not happened.

   But is that all the U.N. is good for--coordinating humanitarian relief? Some

think that's where the world body's real strength lies: pulling together the

resources, and expertise, of all countries to tackle those challenges that are

an affront to humanity. Many U.N. agencies have established a global reputation

for excellence in delivering aid--notably UNICEF (helping children), UNHCR

(protecting and assisting refugees), the World Food Program and the World Health

Organization, which have all been in the forefront of international crises and

disasters for nearly six decades.

   What makes the U.N. effective at this kind of work? I found out for myself a

quarter century ago, as a young man running the UNHCR office (and the refugee

camp that went with it) in Singapore at the peak of the Vietnamese boat-people

crisis. It was obvious that some of the things I did could have been done just

as well by nongovernmental organizations, church groups, compassionate

individuals--all of whom I indeed enlisted in the cause as partners, donors and

volunteers at the camp. But the U.N. could also do things that these good folks

could not--because, as an intergovernmental body, the U.N. has clout with its

member states. Only the U.N. could negotiate with the Singaporean government the

terms under which refugees rescued at sea could be brought into the port; only

the U.N. could arrange their disembarkation; only the U.N. was allowed to be

responsible for the camp; only the U.N. could work out the guarantees of

resettlement in foreign countries without which the refugees could not

disembark; only the U.N., in the end, could persuade immigration officials of a

dozen foreign countries to admit refugees and resolve problem cases. The U.N., I

realized through my own work, isn't just a way of bureaucratizing our

consciences--it makes a real difference to real human beings.

   Equally important, the U.N. enjoys the support of many governments precisely

because it does not belong to any single one of them. Whenever donors jostle for

attention or national interests threaten to take center stage, the U.N. is

preferred because it embodies the collective interest. Many organizations must

bring their expertise to bear on disasters like the Asian tsunami; only the U.N.

is unchallenged as the coordinating authority. No government likes to give in or

play second fiddle to another state, but all can serve under a common flag that

represents everyone. The same American expert, adviser or aid worker is easier

for a sensitive government to admit when he or she arrives as a U.N. official.

   That is the essence of the "legitimacy question." Because of its

universality, the U.N. enjoys a standing in the eyes of the world that gives its

collective actions and decisions a legitimacy that no individual government

enjoys beyond its own borders. This is why the U.N. is the preferred vehicle to

address all those "problems without passports" that cross frontiers--human

rights, climate change, drug trafficking--and those activities that we simply

have to handle collectively in a globalizing world (from a universal postal

system to an international civil-aviation organization). And it's also why the

world's sole superpower has found it necessary to go to the U.N. when it has

wished to undertake new initiatives in Iraq or Sudan or even Haiti. The U.N.

provides the only forum to marshal the political will of all governments behind

a course of action that could not legitimately be undertaken by only one.

   That's why it's not enough, as some American critics have suggested, to

answer the "Seinfeld" question by seeing the U.N. as good only for relief work.

The very qualities that make the U.N. the most convenient body to tackle

humanitarian disasters are also the ones that make it the indispensable source

of collective decision and action on issues of international peace and security.

Indeed, as Tolstoy would have put it, of war and peace.

GRAPHIC: PHOTO: Security Counsel: Arbitration, not just aid
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Alarm at new climate warning 

	By Richard Black 
BBC environment correspondent 
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The study used a programme that ran on PCs around the world


Global temperatures could rise by as much as eleven degrees Celsius, according to one of the largest climate prediction projects ever run. 
This figure is twice the level that previous studies have suggested. 
The scientists behind the project, called climateprediction.net, say it shows there's no such thing as a safe level of carbon dioxide. 
The results of the study, which used PCs around the world to produce data, are published in the journal Nature. 
Climateprediction.net is run from Oxford University, and is a distributed computing project; rather than using a supercomputer to run climate models, people can download software to their own PCs, which run the programs during downtime. 
More than 95,000 people have registered, from more than 150 countries; their PCs have between them run more than 60,000 simulations of future climate. 
Each PC runs a slightly different computer simulation examining what happens to the global climate if levels of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere double from pre-industrial levels - which may happen by the middle of the century. 
What vary most between the simulations are the precise nature of physical processes like the extent of convection within tropical clouds - a process which drives the transport of heat around the world. 
Lowest rise 
So no two simulations will produce exactly the same results; overall, the project produces a picture of the possible range of outcomes given the present state of scientific knowledge. 
The lowest rise which climateprediction.net finds possible is two degrees Celsius, ranging up to 11 degrees. 
The timescale would depend on how quickly the doubling of CO2 was reached, but large rises would be on a scale of a century at least from now. 
"I think these results suggest that our need to do something about climate change is perhaps even more urgent," the climateprediction.net chief scientist David Stainforth told BBC News. 
"However, with our current state of knowledge, we can't yet define a safe level in the atmosphere." 
On Monday, the International Climate Change Taskforce, co-chaired by the British MP Stephen Byers, claimed it had shown that a carbon dioxide concentration of over 400 ppm (parts per million) would be 'dangerous'. 
The current concentration is around 378 ppm, rising at roughly 2ppm per year. 
Dangerous warming 
Next week the UK Meteorological Office hosts an international conference, Stabilisation 2005, announced by Tony Blair late last year. 
Its aim is to discuss what the term "dangerous" global warming really means, and to look at ways to stabilise greenhouse gas levels. 
Myles Allen, the principal investigator of climateprediction.net, said the focus on stabilisation might not be appropriate. 
"Stabilisation as an exclusive target may not be adequate," he told BBC News. 
"Stephen Byers claims to know that 400 ppm is the maximum 'safe' level; what we show is that it may be impossible to pin down a safe level, and therefore we should not focus exclusively on stabilisation." 
Distributed computing has been used before, notably by the Search for Extra-Terrestrial Intelligence or Seti, where several million people have downloaded software enabling them to analyse data from observations of distant galaxies for signs of alien life. 
The scientists behind climateprediction.net believe their project, because it is distributed to individual PCs, can help inform people about climate change - and that, in turn could bring political change. 
"It's very difficult to get politicians to collaborate, not only across the globe but also over sustained lengths of time," Bob Spicer from the Earth Sciences Department at the Open University, told BBC News. 
"The people who can hold politicians to account are the public; and with this project we are bringing cutting-edge science to the stakeholders, the public." 
___________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Blair Calls on US to Take Climate Change Seriously

SWITZERLAND: January 27, 2005

DAVOS, Switzerland - The United States, realising it cannot defeat global threats like terrorism alone, must cooperate to fight other planetary challenges like climate change, British Prime Minister Tony Blair said on Wednesday.

"Interdependence is no longer disputed," said Blair, speaking to a forum of business and political leaders. "If America wants the rest of the world to be part of the agenda it has set, it must be part of their agenda too."

President George W. Bush's inauguration speech last week showed the United States realised it could not defeat terror threats just by military means or on its own, said Blair, one of the US leader's staunchest allies.

Defending the speech, which was accused of not reflecting the reality of US policies, Blair said its support for extending democracy and liberty "emphatically puts defeating the causes of terrorism alongside defeating the terrorists."

Blair said after international divisions over the war in Iraq, there was "a wish to re-unify." He has predicted Bush's second term would see more account taken of the views of Europe, which the president visits next month on a fence-mending trip.

There was common purpose in fighting global terrorism, extending democracy and seeking peace in the Middle East, said Blair, stressing that those issues and his agenda for this year's Group of Eight presidency could not be decoupled.

Blair wants to focus British leadership of the G8 group of leading industrialised nations on relieving poverty and disease in Africa and on combating climate change.

But the Bush administration has little enthusiasm for mandatory action to tackle the warming of the planet.

It has refused to sign up to the Kyoto protocol on cutting emissions thought to cause global warming, arguing it would cost US jobs and unfairly burden developed states while imposing no obligation on poorer polluting states such as China and India.

LOW COST CLIMATE SOLUTION

A broad belief in Europe that scientists have proved global warming is a reality is not so widely shared in the United States. The evidence of climate change had been clearly and persuasively advocated by a very large number of entirely independent and compelling voices, said Blair. "The majority is not always right. But they deserve to be listened to."

If governments proposed solutions involving drastic but justified cuts in growth or living standards they would not be agreed, Blair conceded.

But global warming could be tackled without enormous economic cost through more intelligent use of science, a greater contribution by rapidly developing economies and market mechanisms like emissions trading, he argued.

"We need to send a clear signal that whilst we continue to analyse science ... we are united in moving in the direction of greenhouse gas reductions," said Blair.

An international panel of experts this week described global warming as an "ecological time bomb" and warned that without fast action carbon concentrations would push global temperatures up from pre-industrial times by 2 degrees Celsius (3.6 degrees Fahrenheit).

That level would trigger "substantial agricultural losses, greatly increased numbers of people at risk of water shortages, and widespread adverse health impacts," the panel warned.

Blair used his speech to repeat his call for more aid for Africa, faster debt relief, imaginative financing of help for the continent and a dismantling of unfair trade barriers.

He speaks on a panel on Africa on Thursday with rock star Bono, South African President Thabo Mbeki, Microsoft chief Bill Gates and former US president Bill Clinton.

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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UN or UNEP in the news

UNEP calls for strong science in biodiversity protection
NAIROBI, Jan. 26 (Xinhuanet) -- The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) has called for strong science and effective governance mechanisms to back up the political target of biodiversity protection and sustainable development, according to a statement available here Wednesday. 
    In his speech at the opening of the Paris International Conference on Biodiversity, Science and Governance, UNEP ExecutiveDirector Klaus Topfer said strong science and effective governancemechanisms are crucial for a significant reduction in the rate of biodiversity loss by 2010, which was set as a target by world leaders in the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development.
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2005-01/27/content_2512726.htm 

EXPERTS DISCUSSED CASPIAN ECOLOGY ISSUES IN ASHGABAT
Turkmenistan.ru, Turkmenistan, 27 January 2005 - A two-day regional meeting of experts to prepare a Protocol on pollution from ground sources to the Framework Convention for Protection of Marine Environment of the Caspian Sea was held in Ashgabat. 
The Ministry of nature protection of Turkmenistan and the UN bodies, UNEP and UNDP, co-hosted the event. Representatives of state nature protection organizations of all the five Caspian states, non-governmental and international organizations and leading specialists-ecologists took part in the meeting, the Ashgabat correspondent of Turkmenistan.ru reports.

http://eng.turkmenistan.ru/article.php?id=2093

Survey on tsunami impact on environment 

Daily News, Sri Lanka, 27 January 2005 - by Florence Wickramage - The Environment and Natural Resources Ministry has launched a survey on the impact of the tsunami on the environment with technical assistance from the United Nations Environment Programme. The survey has also mobilised local expertise, Environment and Natural Resources Minister A.H.M. Fowzie told the Daily News yesterday. 
http://www.dailynews.lk/2005/01/27/new28.html 

General Environment News

Tax incentives favoured option 
Bangkok Post, 27 January 2005 -Environmental officials are pushing for tax incentives to encourage the greening of urban areas.
The National Environment Board approved the idea in principle on Tuesday.
… The office began planning to increase the level of green areas in cities nationwide after a visit by the prime minister to Chiang Mai last July when he told local officials to come up with a ``green and clean'' plan to improve streets and waterways in the municipality, where scenic and ancient heritage areas are overshadowed by high-rise buildings and a highway.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/27Jan2005_news18.php 

National GMO policy to get review 
Bangkok Post, 27 January 2005 (RANJANA WANGVIPULA) - State university rectors will next month review the national policy on crops containing genetically modified organisms (GMOs), after their earlier proposal for open-field farming of GMO crops drew fierce opposition from environmentalists.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/27Jan2005_news17.php 

Coal is no answer to energy challenges - Coal has served our energy needs down through the years -  but at a cost, a cost now seen as too great 
Bangkok Post, 27 January 2005 (By KITTIKHUN KITTIARAM and SVEN TESKE) -The chairman of the Australian Apec Study Centre advanced false arguments in attacking the campaign by Greenpeace and other environmental groups against coal and other fossil fuels in an article published in the Bangkok Post on Jan 25.
Alan Oxley argued that Greens do not factor in the improved health and prosperity of human society, especially in developing countries, in their future vision, that they do not have a clear understanding of the energy industry, and that global warming is not a proven scientific fact. The author's claim that lignite is Thailand's main power source of electricity generation is also quite wrong.
… The International Climate Change taskforce said damage to the planet could increase at an accelerating rate unless governments set a goal to limit the rise in temperature since pre-industrial times. The Earth's temperature already has risen by 0.6 degrees centigrade, and a rise of temperature above two degrees could trigger substantial agricultural losses, place greatly increased numbers of people at risk of water shortages, and have a widespread adverse health impact.
The Kyoto Protocol will come into force next month with the aim of cutting carbon dioxide emissions by developed states by 5.2% of the 1990 levels. To avoid dangerous climate change, global carbon dioxide emissions need to be reduced by about 80% every year until 2050.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/27Jan2005_news41.php 
____________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA - NEWS UPDATE

                                                 

        27 January 2005

General Environment News

Blair Calls for Global Focus on Climate Change and Africa

World Economic Forum (Geneva): The British Prime Minister Tony Blair called on the international community to renew efforts to tackle the problems of poverty and deprivation in Africa, and climate change. Mr. Blair said the two issues would be priorities for the G-8 group of industrialized nations, which Britain chairs this year, and the European Union during the British presidency in the second half of 2005. “On both [problems], there are differences that need to be reconciled,” Mr. Blair said in an address to participants at the opening plenary of the World Economic Forum’s Annual Meeting 2005. “If they could be reconciled or at least moved forward, it would make a huge difference to the prospects of international unity, as well as to people’s lives and our future survival.” Mr. Blair’s remarks echoed the results of a “global town hall meeting” held earlier in the afternoon when about 700 Annual Meeting participants identified poverty, equitable globalization and climate change as the top three issues facing the world. Speaking on climate change, the British Prime Minister outlined his vision of what he hopes to achieve whilst the UK is the President of the G8 group of nations. “Energy efficiency. Renewable energy sources. Cleaner fossil fuels. Avoiding waste. All of this can be done, and often at a much lower cost than we realize” he said. During his visit to the World Economic Forum at Davos, UK Prime Minister Blair will host a Roundtable meeting with senior executives from leading global businesses to discuss climate change and the challenges it presents to businesses across the world. The Forum collaborated with the UK government in organizing this meeting with executives from 23 of its member companies, drawn from the energy, transport, aviation, minerals and mining, financial services, and high technology sectors. In his role as Chairman of the G8, Prime Minister Blair will use this opportunity to seek ideas from these business leaders on how companies, working within their industry sectors and in collaboration with governments, can address the challenge of climate change most effectively. http://allafrica.com/stories/200501260844.html
Maathai: Forest Plunder Hindering Millennium Goals

The East African Standard (Nairobi): Nobel Peace Laureate Wangari Maathai yesterday joined world leaders in officially inaugurating the international scientific conference in France. Prof Maathai said the destruction of forests in Kenya was frustrating efforts to realize the Millennium Development Goals (MDG). She expressed concern over massive deposits of soil in the dams built across the Tana River, saying this was reducing the lifespan of the dams. Maathai, who was invited by France President Jacques Chirac, said the Ministry of Energy faces a shortage of electricity, which forces poorer populations in both rural and urban areas to continue to using charcoal as a main source of energy. In this way, they contribute to deforestation. "Coupled with the reduction of water in rivers, these challenges make it difficult for the Government to generate enough hydropower," she said. With such an inadequate supply of energy for rural electrification and industrial development, the Government is forced to direct its limited resources to the purchase of power from neighboring countries. She said this has forced the Government to sacrifice other development priorities like providing health care to combat HIV/Aids and malaria. She noted that the decision by the Government to have forestland cleared and turned into farmland destroyed the fauna and flora. With increased populations, the demand for land to grow food crops increased and foresters authorized forestland to be converted into farmland. This led to clearing of more of indigenous forests by farmers to grow food crops. At the same time demand for timber increased and even more indigenous forests were cut down.  Several other dignitaries were present including President Marc Ravalomanana of Madagascar, Prime Minister Abdullah Badawi of Malaysia, and Koichiro Matsuura Director General of UNESCO and Prof Edward O Wilson of Harvard University - the man who coined the word 'biodiversity'. President Chirac challenged those present to prioritize biodiversity conservation. http://allafrica.com/stories/200501260659.html
Land Degradation to Reduce Livestock Population By 10%

The Daily Monitor (Addis Ababa): The current land degradation problem in Ethiopia is expected to reduce the national cattle population by 10 percent in the coming five years, environmental experts stated on Tuesday. The experts, who have gathered here to discuss the impact of environmental problems and related issues, revealed that currently Ethiopia is facing a major problem due to land degradation. "Natural resources are the foundation of the economy that provides a means of livelihood for the majority of the Ethiopian people. However, these natural resources of the country have not been managed in a sustainable manner," it was stated. A report presented by the environmental experts said that unless a strong measure was taken, the country would lose its 10 percent national cattle population by 2010. "Land degradation is estimated to have resulted in loss of 1.1million tropical livestock units-close to four per cent- and unless arrested, will rise to two million tropical livestock units or 10 percent of the current national cattle population by 2010," the report stated. The report indicated that soil erosion is also expected to bring annual loss in grain production. "In 1990, accelerated soil erosion caused a progressive annual loss in grain production estimated at about 40,000 tones, which again unless stopped, will reach to about 170,000 tones by 2010," the report said. It also stated that some two million hectares of pastoral land has been lost to soil erosion between 1985 and 1995. Ethiopia is known as the leading African country in its livestock population and ranks 10th in the world. http://allafrica.com/stories/200501260260.html
Jamii Bora to Appeal against NEMA Ruling

The East African (Nairobi): PROPONENTS OF a housing scheme that was meant to house thousands of poor people in Kajiado district will appeal against last week's decision by the National Environmental Management Authority (NEMA) to stop the project. "We have resolved to take the matter to the Environmental Tribunal, and should we fail to get justice there, we will go to the High Court," said Ingrid Munro, managing trustee of the Jamii Bora Trust. This will be the first case that the tribunal will be handling since it was set up following the enactment of the Environmental Co-ordination and Management Act in 1999. It is mandated to arbitrate disputes that NEMA has been unable to resolve amicably. The raging dispute revolves around a Ksh600 million ($7.5 million) project to put up 2,000 housing units and accompanying infrastructure for the Trust's 10,000 members.  The dispute initially revolved around disagreements on the likely impact that the proposed project would have on the local environment, particularly on wildlife moving in and out of the Nairobi National Park. In a related development, a group of NGOs and community-based organizations opposed to the project have taken the matter to Norway, accusing the project's Norwegian financier, Stromme Foundation, of "misusing funds" to kill the aspirations of the Maasai, take their land and to create a "social, environmental and economic disaster." Bringing together the Friends of Nairobi National Park (FONNAP), the Kitengela Land Owners Association, the International Livestock Research Institute and the Wildlife Foundation (Kenya), the lobby group also urged the Stromme Foundation to reconsider its support for the project as the area in question "is used for extensive grazing of herds of cattle by the local Maasai population and as a migration corridor of wildlife such as zebra, wildebeest and gazelles." The group said in its letter, dated December 12, "It is ironic that on the day after Prof Wangari Maathai was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in Norway for her work in sustainable development through a healthy environment a Norwegian NGO is funding a project that has all the indications of [becoming] a social, environmental and economic disaster." http://allafrica.com/stories/200501260164.html
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Rowa news briefing
UAE

Best practices awards will be held next week

Ten winners from around the world will be awarded the Dubai International Award for Best Practices to Improve the Living Environment (DIABP) at a ceremony to be held here next week. 

Obeid Salim Al Shamsi, Assistant Director-General of Dubai Municipality for Administrative and General Services Affairs, said the ceremony would be held on January 31 under the auspices of Shaikh Hamdan bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Deputy Ruler of Dubai, UAE Minister of Finance and Industry and Chairman of Dubai Municipality. 

Al Shamsi said that an international Jury comprising five international experts had already selected 10 best practices out of a total of 650 submitted to the award in its Fifth Cycle. 

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2005/january/theuae_january759.xml
Yemen

UNEP looks at electricity-generating potential at Hammam Damt

A visiting delegation from the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) visited Hammam Damt, a renowned mineral spring in the province of Al-Dhala’. 

The delegation, will study the possibility of using the warm mineral water for the generation of electric power. They will train local experts on drawing environmental policies that can be financed by the UNEP.

According to Mahmoud Shedeiwah, president of Yemen’s Environmental Protection Authority, the visit of the delegation comes under a memorandum signed between the authority and the UNEP late last year. 

http://www.yobserver.com/news/article_3515.html
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Sunday's election in Iraq not a 'be-all and end-all' but merely a staging post – UN

• 
One month into tsunami relief effort, UN faces even bigger rehabilitation task
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Four rebel militia camps in eastern DR of Congo demolished by UN peacekeepers
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• 
Huge challenge remains to treating 3 million AIDS patients by end of 2005 – UN

• 
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• 
UN environment chief issues clarion call to save biodiversity

• 
$1 billion from Norway, Gates Foundation for 10 years of vaccines welcomed by UNICEF

• 
Gender equality and development goals inextricably linked, UN agency says

• 
UNESCO begins work on blueprint to safeguard Jerusalem’s cultural heritage
Sunday's election in Iraq not a 'be-all and end-all' but merely a staging post – UN 

26 January - With conditions far from ideal and security a major problem, Iraq's elections on Sunday should not be seen as "a be-all and end-all," but only one in a series of important staging posts "along an evolving transition" as the country emerges from an extremely traumatic chapter in its history, senior United Nations officials aid today. 

Despite the violence and threatened boycotts, "We strongly hope that this election, which should be seen as part of a broader and longer political process of transition, will help stabilize Iraq, in the interest of the Iraqi people," UN Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs Kieran Prendergast told a news briefing in New York. 

He noted that everything was ready from the point of view of the UN, whose role has been technical and advisory in helping Iraqis organize the ballot. "From a technical point of view all is done, the arrangements are in place," he said. 

"We encourage all Iraqis to exercise their democratic rights," Mr. Prendergast noted, referring to Secretary-General Kofi Annan's oft-stated view that inclusiveness is the key to a successful transition and adding that "fortunately" there will be other opportunities in 2005 to achieve greater inclusion, starting with the constitutional process, a referendum in October and a second general election in December. 

"But nothing justifies intimidating or murdering voters, electoral workers or candidates," he said of the insurgents who have declared war on the polls. 

He did not think the UN had comprised its standards by participating in the electoral process under the prevailing conditions in a violence-torn and occupied country. "Elections are the way to go," he declared. 

Responding to a question, a senior UN electoral official said she would have liked to see the United States military curb its "over-enthusiastic" participation in what should be an entirely Iraqi process. 

Carina Perelli, the chief of the UN's Electoral Assistance Division, also praised the Independent Electoral Commission of Iraq (IECI), stressing its role in an entirely Iraqi process. "I am amazed at how far the Commission of Iraq has come considering that eight months ago it did not exist," she said. 

"At the end of the day we have done - in supporting this election - everything we could from a technical point of view, but nothing replaces the will of the people and therefore Iraqi citizens are faced with a very tough decision…of basically having to confront their fears and confront their hopes and decide by themselves whether they consider that this election is important enough, is valid enough, is legitimate enough in order to risk their lives to go and vote," she added. 

Meanwhile in Iraq, Mr. Annan's Special Representative Ashraf Qazi continued his round of talks with leading figures, meeting with the President of the Iraqi Islamic Party, Muhsen Abdul Hamid on ways the UN can further contribute to advancing the political process in Iraq in the post-election period. 

Mr. Qazi said the UN would continue to work towards meeting its obligations under Security Council resolutions and would stand by the Iraqis as they move forward. He outlined UN efforts to provide humanitarian and political assistance and explained that while the UN has been providing essential support to the IECI, the Commission has the sole authority over all decisions pertaining to the elections. 

In another development, the Governing Council of the UN Compensation Commission entrusted with processing compensation claims suffered from Iraq's invasion and occupation of Kuwait in 1990-91 elected Greece as new president and Japan as one of the two vice-presidents for two-year terms. They replace Germany and Angola. 

One month into tsunami relief effort, UN faces even bigger rehabilitation task 

26 January - One month after a massive tsunami ravaged a dozen Indian Ocean countries on 26 December, the top United Nations emergency official today drew up a positive balance sheet of a "remarkably, singularly effective, swift and muscular" international response that saved tens of thousands of lives against tremendous odds. 

With a death toll that will exceed 200,000, UN Emergency Relief Coordinator Jan Egeland told a news briefing in New York that the UN-coordinated international aid operation had succeeded in avoiding a second wave of deaths from disease, achieving in one month a process which would normally take three months or more. 

"In spite of monumental obstacles, no roads, few air strips, no ports, and torrential rains, bad weather throughout, we believe we succeeded in abating this second wave of deaths and that we have saved a lot of lives," he said, stressing that the global community must be now vigorously confront the even bigger task of rehabilitation. 

Taking stock "on the one month day," he praised "first and foremost" the local communities and national governments for a "uniquely effective" response, followed by an "enormously effective" international aid effort by the UN, the Red Cross and hundreds of non-governmental organizations (NGOs). He called the donor response unprecedented with $775 million already pledged out of the $997 million sought in the UN flash appeal. 

He also highlighted a "bigger and more effective partnership with military forces than I can ever recall," both national and foreign, who lent their aircraft, helicopters, naval vessels, search and rescue teams, logistical support, air traffic and ground handling teams. 

Mr. Egeland said there were still pockets in Aceh in Indonesia, the worst-hit region, and in Somalia where enormous access problems persists and where there may be individuals who have still not been reached. "But we believe that we can now with some confidence say that there is no major group, no major community of affected people that has not received life-saving assistance," he added. 

Assessments in Aceh and Sumatra showed "remarkably" no significant rise in the malnutrition rate nor any significant outbreak of disease. He said 1.2 million people were already receiving food, a number that could rise to 2 million, while 500,000 people were being provided with clean water. Children were already going back to school, with 60,000 starting "very symbolically, today" in Aceh and Sumatra and hundreds of thousands set to return next month. 

"I think we are starting now the new phase, as of today, which is the recovery and rehabilitation phase," he said. "In many areas it has already started. In some areas of Aceh and Sumatra it will still take time to start, but generally the rehabilitation and rebuilding phase now starts, earlier than expected." 

Improved shelter, clean water, sanitation and health care need to be sustained and regularized and "we need to start the rebuilding of livelihoods and the rebuilding of communities as such," he added. 

"I think there is no need for complacency here for anybody. We did save a lot of lives, but we have not rebuilt their livelihoods nor given them a standard of living that is anywhere near what they should have," he declared. "That is a big, big task ahead and that will be even bigger than the lifesaving emergency phase." 

He said this task will include hundreds of partners, not only the UN family, but increasingly the World Bank, the Asia Development Bank, bilateral development agencies and the national authorities. 

Four rebel militia camps in eastern DR of Congo demolished by UN peacekeepers 

26 January - United Nations peacekeepers in the eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) have demolished four camps belonging to armed rebel militias in the Ituri district and seized materials, including women's clothing used for disguises, the UN mission there said today. 

Two of the camps were identified as belonging to the militia known as the Thomas Lubanga faction of the Union of Congolese Patriots (UPC-L) and the other two belonged to an unidentified group. All four were located near Ituri's capital, Bunia. 

Besides the women's clothes, peacekeepers from the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) seized machetes, drugs and uniforms in the raids yesterday. 

Meanwhile, responding to his fire, UN peacekeepers shot to death a UPC-L major as they tried to arrest him near the central market of Fataki, 60 kilometres north of Bunia, on charges of human rights violations. Two of his associates were arrested and turned over the DRC police, MONUC said. 

Mixed patrols of MONUC troops and soldiers from the DRC's national army started operations yesterday in Bunia and removed two UPC-L roadblocks on the Bunia-Fataki road, it added. 

UN human rights chief urges Nepal's Government and rebels to sign rights accord 

26 January - The top United Nations human rights official today called on the Nepalese Government and Maoist insurgents to sign an agreement on human rights as an important step to achieving peace in the war-torn Himalayan kingdom. 

Speaking in Kathmandu, the capital, at the end of a three-day visit, High Commissioner for Human Rights Louise Arbour said the Nepalese people were being subjected to violence and brutality on a staggering scale as a result of the armed conflict. 

Widespread disappearances, executions and torture must come to an end immediately, she added, calling for effective and credible measures to bring to account those responsible for such acts. 

In December, the UN Commission on Human Rights' Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances called on the Government to institute such measures as a total ban on incommunicado detention and full protection for human rights workers. Although the group's mandate is restricted to the obligations of state authorities, it also called on the Maoists to respect human rights. 

Fresh wave of deadly clashes in Sudan's Darfur region - UN 

26 January - Dozens of people have been killed or injured during a series of attacks by rebels or armed tribesmen against villages in Sudan's war-scarred Darfur region, the United Nations Advance Mission in Sudan (UNAMIS) reported today. 

In the deadliest incident, between 24 and 36 people were reported killed, and 26 others injured, when a convoy of rebels attacked the village of Al-Mallam in South Darfur state last Friday. 

On the same day at least 20 people were killed when a large group of armed tribesmen attacked the village of Seleia in West Darfur state, provoking a violent confrontation with locals. UNAMIS said the gunmen abducted two women and stole cattle. 

Following a separate incident in West Darfur, local authorities are stepping up security measures after masked men attacked IDPs living at the Krindling 2 camp and stole some of their personal effects. 

These attacks have occurred as Jan Pronk, the senior UN envoy for Sudan, arrives in Darfur for a routine two-day visit to meet local officials, humanitarian workers, African Union officials and internally displaced persons (IDPs). 

Tens of thousands of people have been killed and at least 1.8 million others forced from their homes in Darfur since rebels took up arms against the Sudanese Government in early 2003, partly in protest at the distribution of economic resources. 

Humanitarian agencies have told UNAMIS that new IDPs are still arriving in camps in South Darfur, particularly near Kalma, after a recent wave of fighting in the area. 

The Mission added that a "considerable influx" of IDPs have moved into North Darfur state because of apparent fighting in the nearby eastern Jebel Marra region. 

UNICEF appeals for $763 million for emergencies outside media spotlight 

26 January - Saying that people care deeply about youngsters caught in the emergencies that are highlighted by the news, the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) today appealed for more than $760 million to help children struggling to survive conflicts and other desperate situations around the world that have had little media attention. 

"We are appealing to that same generosity of spirit that brought people and nations together around the tsunami crisis," UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy said, thanking the donors who had shown the "tsunami spirit" in providing aid for victims of the 26 December disaster. "The New Year began with a new spirit of human solidarity, a realization that what happens in one corner of the world affects us all." 

In the same spirit, she requested $763 million for children needing protection and basic services in 33 countries and territories. Some $289 million of it would go to children in post-conflict southern Sudan and to western Sudan's Darfur province, the latter having been described as the world's worst humanitarian crisis before the tsunami hit. 

Launching the appeal, along with UNICEF's annual report on children in crisis countries, Ms. Bellamy named the emergencies in the northern Uganda and the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) as among the worst. 

The countries and territories listed included Afghanistan, Colombia, Indonesia, and Sri Lanka. Two-thirds were African. 

"The camera has a way of shifting focus when a new emergency strikes, constantly urging our attentions onward. But while we may forget some emergencies, we shouldn't forget the children who are caught up in them," Ms. Bellamy said. 

"Every day, children are being killed, maimed and recruited to fight in wars," she added. "They are being wrenched from their families, forced to witness violence and to endure the slow and painful consequences of having their health neglected." 

According to UNICEF, 45 per cent of the 3.6 million people killed in conflict during the 1990s were children. Millions of other children were seriously injured, permanently disabled, or were forced to endure sexual violence, trauma, hunger and disease. Around 20 million children were forced from their homes and communities by conflict. 

A key necessity in treating children in such circumstances is to get them as soon as possible back to school where they are in easier reach of health care, food, water and sanitation, the agency said. 

Huge challenge remains to treating 3 million AIDS patients by end of 2005 – UN 

26 January - By the end of 2004, 700,000 AIDS-infected people in developing countries were receiving antiretroviral treatment (ART), an increase of 75 per cent over a year ago but still posing an enormous challenge in order to meet the target of reaching 3 million people by the end of this year, United Nations agencies reported today. 

Of the estimated $3.5 billion to $3.8 billion required to achieve the so-called “3 by 5” target – treating 3 million of the estimated 6 million people in need in developing countries by the end of 2005 – at least $2 billion is still needed, a gap that can be cut by reductions in the costs of drugs or service delivery. 

“We salute the countries who have now shown us that treatment is possible and can be scaled up quickly even in the poorest settings,” World Health Organization (WHO) Director-General Lee Jong-wook told a joint press conference at the World Economic Forum’s Annual Meeting in Davos, Switzerland. 

“AIDS treatment access is expanding every day thanks to the dedicated work of doctors, nurses, health workers and people living with HIV and AIDS, who are often working under difficult circumstances to turn the dream of universal treatment into a reality,” he added. 

But participants were keenly aware of the major continued efforts needed in affected countries and internationally to achieve the “3 by 5” target. The 700,000 now being treated represents only just over 12 per cent of the total needing ART. 

“While today’s figures are encouraging, the work so far has been laying the groundwork for a much larger expansion in the months and years to come,” Richard Feachem, Executive Director of the Global Fund to fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, a unique public-private partnership created three years ago on Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s initiative to attract additional resources in the battle against the three diseases. 

Participants at the news conference, which also included the Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) and the United States Government, stressed the importance of collaboration across all sectors. Treatment is happening because national governments are taking the lead to coordinate efforts with all partners to scale up treatment in rural and urban areas. 

The Global Fund is providing flexible funds to governments and projects. The United States is funding, as well as providing technical assistance and guidance for, programme and capacity development to support national strategies. WHO and UNAIDS are providing guidance and technical assistance to help countries turn finance into programmes, and non-governmental organizations (NGOs), faith-based organizations, networks of people living with HIV/AIDS and the private sector are all contributing. 

A regional and country breakdown shows that the number of people on treatment doubled over six months from 150,000 to 310,000 in sub-Saharan Africa, and from 50,000 to 100, 000 in Asia, while in Latin America and the Caribbean, the numbers continued to improve and there are now 275,000 people on treatment there. Botswana and more than 10 Latin American countries are already treating half or more of those in need, while Uganda and Thailand are expected to be treating 50 per cent or more people needing ART in the first half of 2005. 

WHO and UNAIDS estimate that overall 72 per cent of the unmet need for treatment is in sub-Saharan Africa; 22 per cent is in Asia. India, Nigeria and South Africa alone account for 41 per cent of the overall need for treatment. 

“We know that treatment is more than just access to antiretrovirals,” UNAIDS Executive Director Peter Piot said, embracing a wide approach to the AIDS crisis. “People living with HIV need comprehensive services, from testing and counselling to nutritional support. Just as there is an urgent need to increase access to treatment, we must also renew our commitment to preventing new HIV infections.” 

Key obstacles that must be tackled urgently include the high cost of first- and particularly second-line treatment and diagnostic tests; the lack of affordable and user-friendly AIDS medicines for children; the need to ensure equitable access to reach the most vulnerable, including sex workers, prisoners, injecting drug users; and the need to rapidly accelerate and coordinate prevention and treatment services. 

Among other problems are the need to increase the number of individuals who know their HIV status, in part through the routine offer of testing and counselling at critical health system entry points; and the continued lack of adequate human resources, trained medical and non-medical health workers in affected communities. 

WHO needs $60 million before the end of 2005 to provide the necessary technical assistance to countries to help them reach their targets. 

UN refugee agency signs deal allowing Montagnards to return to Viet Nam or re-settle 

26 January - The United Nations refugee agency has signed an agreement with Viet Nam and Cambodia to allow a group of about 750 Montagnard refugees and asylum-seekers to either re-settle in a third country or return to their homeland in Viet Nam. 

Under the agreement, signed yesterday in Hanoi after two days of talks, the Government of Viet Nam promised to the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) that any returnees will not be prosecuted, discriminated against or otherwise punished. 

Ethnic Montagnards, who come from the central highlands region of Viet Nam, have crossed over into neighbouring Cambodia since at least 2001, partly because of long-running land disputes with authorities in Viet Nam. They have been living in temporary, UNHCR-administered sites in Cambodia. 

The agreement means the Montagnards who want to re-settle in a third country will be given help to do so quickly, while any refugees or asylum-seekers who want to return voluntarily to Viet Nam will be repatriated. 

Anyone who currently does not want to re-settle in a third country or return to Viet Nam will have a month after their refugee status is determined to choose between the two options. If they still cannot decide, Cambodia, Viet Nam and UNHCR pledged to help them return to Viet Nam “in an orderly and safe fashion and in conformity with national and international laws,” according to the agreement. 

UNHCR Director of International protection Erika Feller stressed that the agreement covers only the 750 Montagnards living in Cambodia and does not automatically apply to any Montagnards who may flee Viet Nam in the future. 

“However, if it works the way we hope it will work, then this agreement will be a basis for the future,” she said. 

UN environment chief issues clarion call to save biodiversity 

26 January - With more than 7,000 animal species and 60,000 plant species threatened, the top United Nations environment official warned today that the target of significantly reducing the rate of loss in biodiversity by 2010 would not be met without strong science and effective governance mechanisms. 

Some scientists estimate that the current rate of extinction is a thousand times greater than at any other time in the course of humanity’s development. 

“If we fail to demonstrate measurable success by 2010, political commitment will be undermined, public interest will be lost, investment in biodiversity research and management will be reduced, environmental institutions will be further weakened,” UN Environment Programme (UNEP) Executive Director Klaus Toepfer told the Paris International Conference on Biodiversity, Science and Governance. 

“In UNEP we are ready to play our part,” he added, referring to the 2010 target date set by world leaders at the 2001 World Summit on Sustainable Development. 

The conference, hosted by the Paris-based UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), aims to take stock of the current knowledge, shortcomings and controversial issues with a view to opening up a dialogue between scientists, politicians, and economic decision-makers on the management of biodiversity. 

Bringing together over 1,000 participants, it is focusing on the core governance and research issues of biodiversity. Panellists will discuss the development of global management of biodiversity and the establishment of a scientific consensus on which political decisions can be based. 

$1 billion from Norway, Gates Foundation for 10 years of vaccines welcomed by UNICEF 

26 January - Major new donations from the Government of Norway and the Gates Foundation to an immunization fund will give children in the six dozen poorest countries access to newer, more expensive vaccines over the next 10 years, the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) said today. 

"This contribution is an extraordinary gift to children. We hope that the leadership of the Gates Foundation and Norway inspires other donors to step forward with multi-year commitments," UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy said. 

"Immunization in some ways is taken for granted these days, yet it remains one of the most dynamic and evolving fields in public health," she added. 

The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation gave $750 million and Norway $290 million to support the work of the Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunization (GAVI), for which UNICEF does the buying. 

GAVI was launched in 2000 to try to stop 2 million deaths a year in developing countries from diseases for which inoculations exist. It is one of several important immunization initiatives, UNICEF said, such as the partnerships for measles and maternal and neonatal tetanus elimination and the global partnership for polio eradication. 

Gender equality and development goals inextricably linked, UN agency says 

26 January - With the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) to halve extreme poverty now placed at the centre of today's socio-economic programmes for developing countries, the national experience of each country with existing treaties on women's rights must be integrated into plans to achieve those targets, the United Nations women's fund says. 

The recommendations from the UN Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM) come in a new publication, "Pathway to Equality: CEDAW, Beijing and the MDGs." 

The "resource tool" was prepared in advance of the 49th meeting of the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW), to be held from 28 February to 11 March at UN Headquarters in New York. Delegates will conduct the 10-year review of undertakings by governments at the Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing (Beijing+10). 

UNIFEM notes that the Millennium Declaration, agreed at a UN summit in September 2000, explicitly pledges "to combat all forms of violence against women and to implement the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW)," commonly seen as the international bill of rights for women. 

"However, many women's human rights advocates have noted that gender equality, as a cross-cutting concern for the achievement of all the MDGs, is not well-reflected in the global targets and indicators," the agency says. 

UNIFEM proposes to treat the MDGs not as a brand new agenda, but as a new vehicle for implementation of the CEDAW and Beijing agendas. 

"Comprehensive and in-depth analysis of the ways in which gender equality operates in every dimension of women's lives has already been generated through CEDAW and Beijing and it is available to work on the MDGs," it says. 

With the Millennium Declaration, its goals and targets also scheduled to undergo their five-year review later this year, UNIFEM says CEDAW, Beijing+5 and Beijing+10 reports contain a wealth of useful qualitative and statistical inequalities in each country. It also notes that the CEDAW Committee has provided detailed guidance on such key issues as ending violence against women and improving health care and political participation. 

There is much to gain from approaching CEDAW, Beijing and the MDGs as mutually supporting processes, the agency adds, illustrating its point by giving lists of CEDAW and Beijing recommendations alongside the relevant MDG targets. 

UNESCO begins work on blueprint to safeguard Jerusalem’s cultural heritage 

26 January - The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) today began work on a blueprint for safeguarding the cultural heritage of the Old City of Jerusalem. 

“More than any other place in the world, Jerusalem embodies the hope and dream of dialogue between cultures, civilizations and spiritual traditions, a dialogue through which mutual understanding between peoples may flourish,” UNESCO Director-General Koïchiro Matsuura told the first session of Committee of Experts on the Cultural Heritage of the Old City of Jerusalem. 

“Deep at the heart of UNESCO’s mission lies the commitment to create the conditions for genuine dialogue based upon respect for shared values and the dignity of each civilization and culture,” he added. 

Mr. Matsuura said the Committee of 12 internationally renowned architects, archaeologists, curators, restorers, architectural historians and structural engineers with professional knowledge of the Old City of Jerusalem presented “an outstanding combination of historic, artistic and spiritual values.” 

In keeping with a resolution of UNESCO’s General Conference of 2003, the experts are expected to advise Mr. Matsuura on the elaboration of a comprehensive plan of action to safeguard the city’s cultural heritage and provide him with guidelines and proposals for its implementation. 

UNESCO sent a high-level mission to Jerusalem in March 2004 to assess the state of conservation of the Old City. The process now underway marks a new turn for UNESCO, which hitherto had to limit its interventions to selected initiatives on specific monuments and monitoring missions. 

The Old City was inscribed on UNESCO’s World Heritage List in 1981 and safeguarding its cultural heritage has been on the agenda of UNESCO’s governing bodies since 1967. 

“The stakes are considerable not only for the cultural heritage of the Old City but also for advancing the cause of dialogue among peoples and civilizations,” Mr. Matsuura said. “It is my sincere hope that UNESCO will be able to reaffirm that the cultural heritage of the Old City of Jerusalem is indeed a shared value and that its safeguarding is a cause around which the parties concerned are willing to cooperate, with the full support of the international community.” 
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26 January 2005

Daily Press Briefing by the Office of the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

And spokesman for the general assembly president

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

**Guest at Noon Briefing
Joining us today is Jan Egeland, the Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, who will brief you on emergency assistance to tsunami-affected areas one month after the disaster.  His talking points will be made available in my office following his briefing.

**Iraq
The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Iraq, Ashraf Qazi, today met with the President of the Iraqi Islamic Party, Muhsen Abdul Hamid, for talks on the political process in Iraq.

The meeting, which was also attended by the Party’s Secretary-General, Tareq Al Hashemi, addressed means through which the United Nations can further contribute to advancing the political process in Iraq in the post-election period.

Qazi said that the United Nations will continue to work towards meeting its obligations under resolution 1546 and will stand by the Iraqis as they move forward in the political process.

He outlined United Nations efforts to provide humanitarian and political assistance to the Iraqi people.  He explained that, while the United Nations has no role in organizing the polls, it has been providing essential support to the Independent Electoral Commission of Iraq, which has the sole authority over all decisions pertaining to the elections.

We have more details in a press release upstairs.

**Iraq-Compensation Commission
The Governing Council of the United Nations Compensation Commission held a special session today to elect a new president and one of two vice-presidents to serve two-year terms on the Council.

The Council elected Greece as President, and Japan as the new Vice-President of the Governing Council, joining current Vice-President Romania.  Greece and Japan replace Germany and Angola, which held the presidency and vice-presidency of the Governing Council through 2003 and 2004.

**Democratic Republic of Congo
Peacekeepers from the United Nations Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo yesterday dismantled four camps belonging to armed militias in the Ituri district, in the country’s east.

Both of the camps were located around the town of Bunia.  Two of them were identified as belonging to the militia known as the “Union of Patriots” and the other two belonged to an unknown group.

Peacekeepers seized uniforms, machetes, drugs and a large quantity of female clothing -– this is because one of the militias involved has a tendency to disguise its members as women before launching their attacks.

Also yesterday, UN peacekeepers shot dead a militia officer in the central market of Fataki, near the town of Bunia.  The officer was sought because of alleged human rights violations, and he was shot after firing at the peacekeepers.

**Sudan
The United Nations Mission in the Sudan today provided more details of a series of recent attacks on villages in Darfur.  The Mission also notes a serious deterioration in the security of at least one camp housing people displaced by the fighting in Darfur.

There’s an update with details available upstairs.

**Security Council
The Security Council held consultations today on Lebanon, with Assistant Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations Hédi Annabi briefing the Council on the Secretary-General’s recent report on the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon.

In that report, the Secretary-General requested a six-month extension of the Interim Force, until the end of July.

In today’s consultations, France circulated a draft resolution on the Force’s mandate to other Council members.

**Nepal
High Commissioner for Human Rights Louise Arbour today called on the Nepalese Government and Maoist insurgents to sign an agreement on human rights as an important step to achieve peace in the country.

Speaking in Kathmandu at the end of a three-day visit to Nepal, the High Commissioner said the Nepalese people were being subjected to violence and brutality on a staggering scale as a result of the armed conflict.

She said widespread disappearances, executions and torture must come to an end immediately.  She urged effective and credible measures to bring to account those responsible for such acts.

**Counter-Terrorism Committee
The fourth special meeting of the United Nations Counter-Terrorism Committee opened this morning in Almaty, Kazakhstan.  The two-day meeting was opened by the President of Kazakhstan, Nursultan Nazarbayev.  Committee Chairman Andrey Denisov also addressed the meeting.

**HIV/AIDS
By the end of 2004, 700,000 people living with AIDS in developing countries were receiving antiretroviral treatment thanks to the efforts of national governments, donors and other partners.  That is an increase of approximately 75 per cent from a year ago.

Those findings were announced today by the World Health Organization (WHO), the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), and their partners, at the World Economic Forum’s Annual Meeting in Switzerland.

But the agencies also warned that major, continued efforts are needed to ensure access to treatment for all who need it.

And we have more information in a press release on that upstairs.

**UNICEF
The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) today appealed for $763 million to help millions of children in forgotten emergencies around the world.  The appeal was part of the agency’s annual Humanitarian Action Report, which was launched today in Geneva.  It includes countries that were not covered in the United Nations 2004 Consolidated Appeals Process.

And we have more information on that upstairs.

**Press Conferences
Press conference -- at 1 p.m. in this room, Ambassador Revaz Adamia of Georgia will be here to talk about the Security Council consultations held yesterday on the situation in Abkhazia, Georgia.

And a heads-up that we’ll have guests here at the noon briefing tomorrow.  Rosario Manalo, the current Chair of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women or CEDAW, and Committee member, Maria Regina Tavares da Silva.

They’ll brief you on the Committee’s final report on its inquiry –- the first of its kind -– carried out in response to a claim made against a State party and submitted by an individual or group, of grave or systematic violations of rights contained in the CEDAW Convention.

The claim concerns allegations of abduction, rape and murder of hundreds of women over the last 12 years in the Ciudad Juarez area of Chihuahua, Mexico.

That’s all I have for you.  Any questions before we bring up Jan Egeland?

**Questions and Answers
Question:  Can you give us any readout of the Secretary-General’s latest meeting with Paul Volker on “oil-for-food”?

Spokesman:  No, I cannot, simply because that meeting was part of Mr. Volker’s investigation.  As I reported to you yesterday, it was the third such meeting that Mr. Volker and his investigators had with the Secretary-General.  So, it’s confidential, and the results will, I guess, be seen in his report -- either his next one or his final report.  But we will say nothing about its contents.

Question:  Do you expect that report to be in the hands of the Secretary-General before it’s released to the public or media, and if so, was any date set for that delivery?

Spokesman:  You would have to ask Mr. Volker that.  I don’t know how he intends to arrange the release of his report.  On the timing, he did say something to you and other reporters as he walked out of the building yesterday indicating it might be delayed until -- I think he said “very early February”.  But no specific date.

Question:  Maybe I’m wrong but on the second meeting between Volker and Annan in December, why was it, then, characterized as just a meeting, and it was not disclosed that it was an interview, while yesterday, it was disclosed as an interview?

Spokesman:  I just gave you yesterday the information I was authorized to release.  I did not know at the time of the second meeting exactly what the nature of the meeting was.  So that was perhaps a failure on my part to report to you fully.  But I reported to you what I knew at the time.

Question:  Any elaboration or update on the Colombia statement delivered two days ago about Mr. LeMoyne and his good offices, and news to report?

Spokesman:  No, we have nothing beyond that statement.

Question:  Do you have any information on the new envoy for the Middle East since Mr. Larsen is being replaced?  Do you have any information on that? Anybody new being considered for that appointment?

Spokesman:  There is a search for a replacement.  I have nothing to announce today, though.

Question:  Do you believe it’s a coincidence that Volker’s report will come out at the time of the Iraq election, when it might not have gotten the same kind of attention that it may have gotten at another time?

Spokesman:  It’s really a question to pose to Mr. Volker.  I have no reason why he decided to release his report at this time.  And I have no reason -– I have no understanding of why there might have been a delay.

Question:  This is just on the Secretary-General’s side.  Was he represented by an attorney?  Did he sit in the room himself answering questions?

Spokesman:  We are not providing any details as to who attended these meetings.  The Secretary-General is getting some legal advice from a close personal friend.

Question:  Former United Nations person?

Spokesman:  No.

Question:  Hans Corell?

Spokesman:  No.  Okay.  Jan, do you want to come up?

[Mr. Egeland’s briefing issued separately.]

Spokesman for General Assembly President:
Good afternoon.  General Assembly President Jean Ping convened at 11 a.m. a meeting with all facilitators for a brain-storming session.  You may recall that the facilitators are a team of about 20 ambassadors selected after consultations among MemberStates and whose task is to assist the President of the General Assembly in the conduct of the current session.

And as you may recall, as well, some of those facilitators deal with the revitalization of the work of the General Assembly, others focus on the reform of the Security Council within the framework of the Open-Ended Working Group on the subject.  Others still focus on modalities for the organization of the high-level segment in September 2005.

Tomorrow, Thursday, 27 January, the fourth informal meeting of the Plenary will be held at 10 a.m. in the Trusteeship Council Chamber to continue the exchange of views on the recommendations of the High-Level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change.  It will be the second such meeting among Member States, the first meeting having taken place on 8 December, following the issuance of the report on 2 December.

During the first meeting, Member States had preliminary views on the report, and they have since had the opportunity to review the report in-depth, to consult their capitals and to conduct consultations among themselves on a regional basis.

Tomorrow’s meeting will, therefore, hear more substantive views on the report.  Those Member States that do not give their views tomorrow will have further opportunity when a meeting is convened on 22 February.  At that date, there will be a joint review of two reports.  One, the report of the High-Level Panel, the other, the report of the United Nations Millennium Project led by Professor Jeffrey Sachs.

After that meeting, of 22 February, President Jean Ping will share with the United Nations Secretary-General the views of Member States on the two reports.  And that will assist the Secretary-General in putting together his own overall report with the specific proposals to Member States.  That report of the Secretary-General, which is expected to come out in March 2005, will serve as a basis of consultation for the preparation of the high-level meeting in September 2005.

Other meetings for your time tables.  One is the fifth session of the Ad Hoc Committee on a Comprehensive and Integral International Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Rights and Dignities of Persons with Disabilities.  This fifth session is going on in Conference Room 4.  And the Committee is reviewing proposed revisions and amendments to the draft text of the working group, as well as proposals received by the Secretariat from the fourth session.  The document number of the report of the fourth session is A/59/360 Annex IV.

Another meeting taking place, this time in Conference Room 1 from this morning at 10 a.m., is the second substantive session of the Open-Ended Working Group to Negotiate an International Instrument to Enable States to Identify and Trace in a Timely and Reliable Manner Illicit Small Arms and Light Weapons – quite a mouth full as a title.

That’s all I have for you.  Any questions?

Questions and Answers
Question:  Are the findings, the opinions of the facilitators ever available to us, or to anybody outside Ping’s purview?  Or is it just for Ping’s consumption?

Spokesman for the General Assembly President:  It’s much more –- it takes the form of a brain-storming session just to review where the preparations of the General Assembly are and how to move forward on them.  It’s much more of an informal meeting.

Question:  Do you know if any one compelling opinion or if a compelling opinion had found its way into some outcome.  It’s just kind of lost to history...

Spokesman for the General Assembly President:  I think if there are some compelling conclusions, I’ll share them with you, because the meeting started at 11 a.m. and was still going on when the noon briefing started.  But it’s a very important process to just keep in touch with the preparations of the current session.

Question:  Is Ping the first President to have this advisory group?

Spokesman for the General Assembly President:  No, I think this is a process that goes on around the President.  In fact, some of the facilitators were confirmed after having served in previous sessions.  It provides continuity, as well as adding experiences among the members of the international community.

Question:  Do participants represent all regions?

Spokesman for the General Assembly President:  Facilitators are selected after consultations among Member States.  So, there is concern about regional balance, definitely yes.

Question:  Djibril, welcome back, Happy New Year.  Would you be willing to consider a proposal through the General Assembly converting the efforts from around the world for the tsunami disaster to, perhaps, allow the President and the General Assembly to assume some sort of event that would draw global awareness to our global community and perhaps form some sort of body around the General Assembly to take its rightful leadership here in the United Nations -– to have that kind of effort become a worldwide involvement?  Would you be willing to present a proposal that I would present to you at another time?

Spokesman for the General Assembly President:  I will definitely share the proposal with the President because this is an unprecedented tragedy that calls for an unprecedented response on the part of the international community, individually and collectively.  And obviously any ideas that come forward would be examined by the Office of the President.

Thank you very much.

* *** *
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UN News Service - UN environment chief issues clarion call to save biodiversity


Xinhua -  UNEP calls for strong science in biodiversity protection


A2gay.org.uk - UN Environment Chief Issues Clarion Call To Save Biodiversity


Daily News - Survey on tsunami impact on environment


LA Times - High Levels of Toxin Seen at 9 Chlorine Plants


Christian Today - New Apostolic Nuncio is Appointed in Kenya


GhanaWeb - Asante Takes El Baradei To Task


Turkmenistan - Experts Discussed Caspian Ecology Issues In Ashgabat


AP - Environmentalists worry Aceh's forests at risk in rush to rebuild


Le Figaro - TITRE: Premiers bilans sur les mangroves et les coraux; Ces barrières naturelles ont souffert
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