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UN to help restore 'Biblical Garden of Eden' in Iraq
Dharam Shourie (PTI)
New York, July 24
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The United Nations will undertake an $11 million project to help restore the marshlands of southern Iraq, considered to be the site of the Biblical Garden of Eden.

The marshes suffered massive damaged as Saddam Hussein build dams on the Tigris and Euphrates rivers and vast drainage to punish Marsh Arabs whom he suspected of supporting uprising against his regime after the first Gulf war.

The project, funded by the Government of Japan, will support sustainable development through environmentally sound technologies, providing drinking water, sanitation and pilot wetland restoration for the Marsh Arabs.

In 2001, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) released satellite images showing that 90 per cent of these wetlands, home to rare species like the Sacred Ibis and African darter, and a spawning ground for fisheries, had been lost.

Further studies released in 2003 showed an additional 3 per cent, or 325 square kilometres, had gone. Experts feared the entire wetlands could disappear entirely by 2008.

The marshlands of Mesopotamia constitute the largest wetland ecosystem in the Middle East and Western Eurasia and are widely considered to be culturally significant.

UNEP's Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said the agency has long been documenting their destruction and alerting the world to their demise. "I am, therefore, delighted that the Japanese Government has stepped in to support a new beginning for the Marshlands and the Marsh Arabs," he said.

Satellite images indicate that by April this year around a fifth, or 3,000 square kilometres, had been re-flooded. The challenge now is to restore the environment and provide clean water and sanitation services for up to 85,000 people living there.

The new project will initially target around a dozen settlements with small-scale water treatment systems, some of which are likely to be solar powered.

Reed beds and other marshland habitats that act as natural water-filtration systems will be restored, benefiting not only local residents but also providing new habitats for birds and other wildlife.

Greenwire

26 July 2004

IRAQ: U.N. pledges $11m to restore Mesopotamian Marshlands

BODY:


The United Nations announced an $11 million pilot program last week to help restore the wetlands of southern Iraq.

Many people consider the Iraqi marshlands -- an integral part of the Tigris-Euphrates river basin shared by Iran, Iraq, Syria and Turkey -- to be the location of the biblical Garden of Eden. 

Saddam Hussein, a Sunni Muslim, reportedly drained the Marshlands of Mesopotamia in 1991 as revenge against the Shiite Muslims who rebelled against him. The intricate pools, streams and marshes declined after Saddam used a system of dikes and canals to divert the water. In addition, some of the heaviest fighting of the most recent U.S.-led attack on Iraq took place in cities around the marshes, polluting them with combat refuse.

U.N. officials have estimated that about 7 percent of the marshlands remain. In May, the Japanese government promised to finance the restoration project, which will involve purifying contaminated water and recreate reed bed habitats (Greenwire, May 6).

"The challenge now is to restore the environment and provide clean water and sanitation services for up to 85,000 people living there," the U.N. Environment Programme said in a statement (Kim Gamel, AP/San Francisco Chronicle online, July 23).

Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's executive director: "Half the world's wetlands have been lost in the past 100 years. I am sure that the lessons learnt during this project will provide important clues on how to resuscitate other lost and degraded wetlands elsewhere on the globe" (Gamel/Randall, London Independent, July 25). -- DIL
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he Sunday Telegraph (Sydney, Australia)   

July 25, 2004 Sunday

UN plan to save wetlands

SOURCE: MATP

BODY:
NAIROBI: The once-lush marshlands in southern Iraq -- considered by some to be the site of the biblical Garden of Eden -- will be rescued by a multi-million-dollar plan announced by the UN.

"The marshlands of Mesopotamia (between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers) constitute the largest wetland ecosystem in the Middle East and western Eurasia," said Klaus Toepfer, head of the UN Environment Program. 

The wetlands have a 5000-year history and were home to the Marsh Arabs, who lived off fishing and farming in the waterways.

But for decades, the marshlands were under threat by Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein, who drained them so they could not be used as a refuge by opponents.

Around 90 per cent of the marshes have been lost. The $15.5 million project will support the sustainable development and restoration of the wetlands.

LOAD-DATE: July 24, 2004 

Bottom of Form

Top of Form

[image: image4.wmf]



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image5.wmf]



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image6.wmf]

This is the first te



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image7.wmf]

1



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image8.wmf]

tccspec



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image9.wmf]

_tscspec



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image10.wmf]

selectedText,doc



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image11.wmf]

B-WA-A-W-BCE-



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image12.wmf]

10



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image13.wmf]

FULL



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image14.wmf]

1



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image15.wmf]



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image16.wmf]



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image17.wmf]

50dc013c-df8b-1



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image18.wmf]

_form%a4bool%



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image19.wmf]

%a3forever%a6



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image20.wmf]

dGLbVlb-zSkAB



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image21.wmf]

c5b80f29973dee


Bottom of Form

July 26, 2004
Athoc
Athens Olympics: ATHENS 2004 Recycling Programme
Athens, 26 July 2004

"The new sport"
As part of the Memorandum of Understanding between OCOG and the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP), ATHENS 2004 will present on television and radio a "new sport" for the Olympic Games, where everyone can be winners.

The broadcast message will promote the Recycling Programme in the Olympic and Paralympic Venues, thus making recycling the 29th sport in the Athens Olympic Games given that respect and protection of the environment are core values in the philosophy of the Games.

The audiovisual material presents the "sport" and the qualification requirements: passion, persistence and will. Through shots taken at the TAE KWON DO Olympic venue in Faliro, the genuine values that we all have to follow in order to achieve unique distinction are shown.

The message has been sponsored by Coca Cola, an Olympic International Partner for the Athens Olympic Games.

Spectators and all those participating in the Games will be able to find pairs of bins at the Olympic and Paralympic venues: a blue one for recyclable material such as plastic bottles, plastic and paper glasses, and a green for all other waste.   

OCOG ATHENS 2004 aims:

To ensure all venues are litter-free 
To reduce waste to be taken to the Landfill Site
To maximise waste sorting and recycling
To inform and raise people's awareness of environmentally sustainable waste management

 _________________________________________________________________________ 
Deseret Morning News (Salt Lake City)
July 25, 2004 Sunday

Utah boy proudly 'green'

BYLINE: Amelia Nielson-Stowell Deseret Morning News

BODY:


William Floor, 11, is like most boys his age. He loves soccer, playing on the computer, hanging out with his friends and dreads his piano lessons.

But William has taken an avid interest in something most 11-year-olds know little about -- saving the environment.

After writing an essay on a garden he helped plot and plant at St. Sophia Hellenic Orthodox private school in Salt Lake City, William was accepted as one of 450 delegates to attend the 2004 Tunza International Children's Conference on the Environment. 

Children aged 10-13 from all over the world were invited to attend the conference, sponsored by the United Nations and held this past week in Connecticut. This year was the first time the conference has been held in the United States.

"The conference treats them as people who have value, whose opinions have value," said Eunee Park, a representative with the conference. "It lets them know that they have a power for their voice to be heard."

The child delegates are taught "their rights and responsibilities as stewards" to the environment and conference officials hope the children will take the information they've learned back to their community. As part of the workshops, children created environmental resolutions and presented them to the U.N. Environment Program.

"It's the opportunity to see that Salt Lake is not the be-all, end-all," said William's mom, Jan Floor. "The whole world is besieged with environmental concerns."

After visiting the Jordan water conservancy district, a landfill and Red Butte Gardens, William's class at St. Sophia used research on recycling, conserving water and drought-tolerant plants to plot out a garden in an undeveloped area of the school yard.

"The whole school, all the way down to the 3-year-olds, was involved in planting the plants," said Patricia Allen, William's teacher. "They are all very aware of how long this drought has gone on and they will have to be very aware in their own gardens."

William's 1 1/2-page essay focused on what he learned through the garden and how it can be applied in the community.

"We found that if we don't recycle, in about 25 years, there won't be anywhere else to put garbage," he said. "We found ways to plant stuff that needs minimal water."

Although William is not to sure what he wants to be when he grows up, he hopes to be involved in saving the environment.

"When they talked about nuclear waste coming to Utah, my mom protested it and I don't want it either," William said. "I'm not happy about it, but there's not much I can do about it because I'm only 11."

William hopes his conference experience will help him get into a good college -- his top choices are Oxford or Yale.

Allen said the conference is not the first time William has taken an interest in becoming more involved in the environment. After studying the Great Salt Lake, William wrote a letter to Friends of the Great Salt Lake about how important the lake is.

"As a teacher, I was just bursting with pride," Allen said. "He's a wonderful young man; I'm just thrilled with him."

Workshops at the conference focused on teaching children how to make their homes and schools environmentally friendly. Children also learned about saving endangered animals, building power sources, oceanography research and ways of indigenous people.

William said he was particularly looking forward to a workshop where children were to see what happens to a miniature community when pollution is introduced.

"I think the children learn by being active and thinking they can get something done. And even though it's just a small patch of ground, it's a start," his mother said. "I think in a small school environment, they have the opportunity to do those things and get support from teachers and administration."

The International Children's Conference was initiated as a result of the 1992 Rio Earth Summit, where governments advocated children's participation on environmental issues.

Internationally renowned environmentalist Jane Goodall served as honorary chairwoman of the event. E-mail: astowell@desnews.com
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The Telegraph

27 July 2004

Endangered species gain a place on Frozen Ark
By Helen Johnstone
(Filed: 27/07/2004) 
Scientists are developing the world's first DNA and tissue bank to preserve thousands of animals facing extinction, in an international project called the Frozen Ark.

Hundreds of species become extinct every week and thousands more are expected to disappear over the next 30 years.

	[image: image40.jpg]




	The yellow seahorse and polynesian tree snail will be among the species in the Frozen Ark


They include 1,130 species (24 per cent) of mammals and 1,183 species (12 per cent) of birds, according to a report presented to the United Nations Environmental Programme. Under the initiative, launched yesterday, tissue from thousands of mammals, birds, insects and reptiles will be frozen to ensure that genetic blueprints are secured, to be used if the species die out.

Priority is to be given to animals in danger within the next five years and those already extinct in the wild. The first entrants to the Frozen Ark will include the yellow seahorse, a small fish depleted partly by trade in traditional Chinese medicine.

Another is the British field cricket, whose population by the early 1990s was reduced to a single colony of fewer than 100 in West Sussex. Polynesian tree snails, first recorded on volcanic islands of the Pacific during Cook's voyage of 1774, will also be included. The introduction of a predatory snail wiped out half of the original 100 species.

Without the Frozen Ark - an initiative between the Natural History Museum, the Zoological Society of London and the Institute of Genetics at Nottingham University - researchers say the world would be left with only brief descriptions in scientific papers and specimens in museums.

It will build a global list of DNA collections and future biologists could find many more uses once its world-wide network of complementary banks is up and running.

Prof Phil Rainbow, the keeper of zoology at the National History Museum, said: "Natural catastrophes apart, the current rate of animal loss is the greatest in the history of the Earth and the fate of species is desperate. For future biologists and conservationists and for the animals they seek to protect this network will be of immeasurable value."

Scientists also admit the samples could be used to create clones of extinct animals.

Prof Alan Cooper, the director of the Henry Wellcome Ancient Biomolecules Centre at Oxford University and a member of the Frozen Ark steering committee, said: "I think it will be used for cloning eventually.

"We are cautious about cloning because it gets so sexed up, but who knows what we will be using these specimens for in the future?"

Dr Anne McClaren, who chairs the committee, said the primary motive was an ethical one. "I think Noah would have been proud of this project."
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	27 August 1998: Building up weedy dragons to face the world
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Business Daily

July 26, 2004

HEADLINE: ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAM LAUNCHED IN SHANGHAI

BODY:


Author: g Thirty-six environment officials and educators from 25 countries in Asia Pacific area started a week-long "Asia-Pacific Leadership Programme on Environment and Sustainable Development" yesterday in Shanghai. Launched by the United Nations Environment Programme and Tongji University, the course aims to discuss and promote the concept of sustainable development in the region that has half the world's population as well as obvious environment problems in development.

JOURNAL-CODE: FCIN
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Enter Stage Right

U.N. breathes new life into Kyoto

By Cheryl K. Chumley
web posted July 26, 2004

If one door closes, another always opens -- that's the creed that seems to guide the United Nations, anyway, as a recent report lays the groundwork for a new avenue of attack against carbon dioxide emissions.

Evidently unhappy with America's decision against ratifying the Kyoto Protocol, a U.N. measure that would damage our nation's economy by forcing CO2 and greenhouse gas emission regulations upon our energy, industrial and agricultural producers, and ostensibly dissatisfied with the chances for immediate passage of S. 139, the Kyoto-like Climate Stewardship Act advanced by Sens. Joseph Lieberman and John McCain, the United Nations has uncovered a new means for enacting its agenda.

"Carbon dioxide in world's oceans may threaten many marine species," a July 16 U.N. News Center headline reads.

A U.N.-sponsored gathering of scientists in May to discuss climate change found that CO2 levels in the world's oceans are possibly threatening the long-term sustainability of certain marine species, and that more research is needed to determine what policies should be enacted to allay this risk. Interestingly, though, this meeting -- headed in part by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, the global body that seeks "human security through a better management of the environment" -- included an admission that "the absorption of carbon dioxide by the oceans is considered a beneficial process that reduces the concentration of CO2 in the atmosphere and mitigates its impact on global temperatures."

This revelation is most worthy of noting, but then so, too, is this scientific community's conclusion that changes in oceanic carbon dioxide levels are "clearly underway and their effects may be large and may seriously destabilize marine ecosystems."

That's a lot of maybes, especially when policy change, in the form of additional regulation over economic development activities, is at stake, and even more especially when the type of change that's being discussed here, according to the key scientist involved with these findings, involves predictions "on the time scale of several thousand years."

The message that's supposed to be transmitted is that serious environmental damage could result if nations do not take heed now to control the amount of greenhouse gasses released into the atmosphere, because the oceans will soon become so saturated with CO2 as to destroy this natural means for processing the gas.

The more honest message, though, is science cannot accurately forecast thousands of years into the future. And even though many in the research field still refute the classification of CO2 as a climate pollutant, the United States may nonetheless be drawn toward promoting this biased argument, if recent congressional actions can be considered.

The key scientist whose studies of ocean CO2 levels led to this U.N. determination of marine ecosystem danger is Christopher Sabine, of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, a U.S. Commerce Dept. agency established in 1970 by executive order as five separate groups tasked, loosely and absent clear mission, with gathering data "about the global oceans, atmosphere, space and sun…that touch the lives of all Americans." Sabine, along with fellow NOAA scientist Dr. Richard Feely, both attended this UNESCO gathering and participated, to some extent at least, in advancing the view that more CO2 studies should be conducted so that nations could eventually adopt environmental policies that avert devastation to the world's oceans.

By logical extension, these scientists at NOAA who support the need for CO2 regulations must also favor Kyoto Protocol and its like provisions. So when Congress seeks to strengthen the NOAA, as it did in June with introduction of H.R. 4546 and H.R. 4607, it should be perceived a red flag for those concerned with overly friendly U.N.-U.S. partnerships that threaten our nation's sovereignty and economy.

H.R. 4546, sponsored by Rep. Jordan Ehlers, creates a new leadership position within NOAA "to coordinate the research and science activities of the agency," he reports. It also incorporates a slew of pending NOAA-related legislation, like one establishing "an abrupt climate change and research program," according to the Environment, Technology and Standards subcommittee hearing charter from July 15.

H.R. 4607, also sponsored by Ehlers but as the administration's version, "expands and clarifies some of the agency's legal authorities," the charter indicates.

By themselves, these bills are perhaps unremarkable.

But coupled with the latest U.N. findings, it must be contemplated whether strengthening a governmental agency that subscribes to the same environmental beliefs as touted by the United Nations, as personified in the Kyoto Protocol, and as rejected so far by this nation, could result in a decrease of dissenting views and a high-ranking embrace of selective science that holds as priority the good of the world over the good of the nation, state or individual. [image: image42.jpg]



Cheryl K. Chumley is a regular contributing columnist to several Internet news sites, including www.newswithviews.com, www.pipelinenews.org and www.thedailycannon.com. She may be reached at ckchumley@aol.com.
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Inquiry urged into nuclear fuel plant 

Paul Brown and Rob Evans
Tuesday July 27, 2004
The Guardian 

Michael Meacher, the former environment minister, called for an official investigation yesterday into a nuclear fuel factory which has so far cost taxpayers more than £600m. He said that even as a minister he had been prevented from gaining access to the figures which the government used to justify opening the plant. 

Mr Meacher has written to the National Audit Office, which scrutinises government expenditure, to call for an investigation. 

Yesterday, the Guardian detailed how the factory is eight years behind schedule, and has yet to deliver anything to customers. 

The factory, run by the state-owned British Nuclear Fuels (BNFL), was approved in 2001 by the prime minister, who overruled critics from inside and outside government who said that it would be a financial disaster. 

The basis for the approval was two reports by consultants who forecast that the factory would be profitable. 

Yesterday Mr Meacher, who was a minister between 1997 and 2003 while the government was deciding whether to allow the factory to go ahead, said that the reports were so sensitive he had not been given full access. 

The government has refused to publish the complete reports, from consultants Arthur D Little and PA Consulting Group, arguing they contain commercially sensitive information which could damage BNFL. 

The Irish government and environmental campaigners have called for full versions of the reports to be published so the economic justification for the factory could be properly evaluated. 

The factory, at Sellafield in Cumbria, produces nuclear fuel derived from plutonium and uranium from BNFL's reprocessing operations. It is called a Mox plant because the fuel consists of mixed oxides of plutonium and uranium. 

Mr Meacher said: "The nuclear industry was supposed to produce electricity which it claimed would be too cheap to meter. But it is now apparent that BNFL's costs are too expensive to measure. Taxpayers' money seems to be consumed by BNFL at a terrifying rate. 

"I am calling for an investigation by the National Audit Office as BNFL and the DTI do not seem to be frank about the cost of the Mox plant." 

In his letter Mr Meacher says the cost of building and running the plant was originally put at £239m in 1997, but rose by stages to £500m. In addition, a scandal involving falsified quality control documents for Mox fuel from a demonstration plant cost £113m, including £40m in compensation to the Japanese company involved, and shipping costs for an armed escort to take the plutonium-based fuel back to Sellafield from Japan. 

"A further cost was incurred when BNFL was obliged to buy Mox from a Belgian nuclear company because it had no Mox of its own, in order to fulfil an order from Switzerland." 

He says the total costs of Mox could be more than £700m, yet no fuel has so far been sold and there is no sign of new orders which could offer commercial viability. 

Norman Baker, the Liberal Democrats' environment spokesman, said: "This isn't simply a white elephant, it's a lame duck as well. 

"This shows the ability of the nuclear industry to absorb taxpayers' cash and give nothing in return except radioactive waste... Those responsible should be examining their consciences. Quite clearly the devil is in the DTI." 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Floods Inundate Southern Asia: Monsoon Death Toll Tops 500 
DHAKA, Bangladesh, July 26, 2004 (ENS) - At least 200 people have lost their lives and thousands more are ill with water-borne disease as the worst monsoon flooding in a generation has hit Bangladesh. More than half of all people in the country are affected by the floodwaters rushing down from the Himalayas to the sea. 

Across the region - including India, Nepal and Bangladesh - the death toll stands above 500 people, and at least 30 million others are affected. 

The sewer and water systems in Dhaka have stopped functioning, and experts blamed lack of any effective warning system and poor maintenance of flood control structures for the catastrophic damage in this city of over 13 million. 

Water is everywhere, as government offices, businesses, schools and homes are inundated, yet clean water is nowhere to be found because the sewer pipes have burst, contaminating the drinking water supply. All low lying areas around the city are under water, and the government is considering calling out troops to help relieve the pressure on Dhaka citizens. 

Water levels are so high that boats are afloat on the runway of the Sylhet airport. All domestic and international flights have been suspended, while the domestic airport in Saidpur is also shut down. Road and rail links to Dhaka and Sylhet have been affected. 

"The flood situation in Dhaka is likely to deteriorate further," said the Flood Forecasting and Warning Centre in its bulletin on Sunday, as the rivers surrounding the city continued to swell taking in water rolling down from upstream. 

But today's bulleting from the Flood Forecasting and Warning Centre is cause for hope that things may ease off shortly. The Brahmaputra-Jamuna and the Ganges-Padma rivers are falling, the center reports, and rivers in the Meghna Basin are also falling, not rising. 

Hundreds of thousands of people have been left stranded by severe monsoon flooding in Bangladesh. (Photo courtesy WFP)
Still, rivers in the South Eastern Hill Basin are still rising, although they are flowing below their respective danger levels. 

In Chandpur, a floodwaters have deepened, causing people to panic. The "Bangladesh Observer" correspondent in Chandpur reports that the entire town is under "waist to knee deep water." People are sheltering in schools and shelter camps, where there is no food. 

Over four million people in villages and towns in northern and central Bangladesh are marooned and displaced from their homes, forced to take refuge in public buildings and road embankments. Many others are stranded on small hamlets surrounded by water. 

Opposition leader Sheikh Hasina on Sunday asked the government to ensure adequate assistance, including food, baby food, safe water, medicines and shelters, for the distressed people. 

Members of the Dhaka University Teachers Association on Sunday decided to donate their one day’s salary to help the flood affected people. 

In three districts of northern Bangladesh where the flooding is worst, the UN World Food Programme is distributing high-energy biscuits to 14,800 people. The distribtion is being carried out in partnership with the UK's Save the Children in Kurigam, Islamic Relief in Rangpur and Terre des Hommes in Gaibandha. 

In India and in Bangladesh, the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent (IFRC) is responding with family packs, which include cooking utensils, clothing, mosquito nets, towels, bed sheets and tarpaulin sheeting. 

As the floodwaters rose in Morigaon, in India's Assam state, mothers shook their children out of bed and rushed them out into the night in search of safety, says UNICEF's Kiran Negi. 

"It was a pitch dark outside and they waded through knee-deep water towards the outskirts of the village," said Negi, leaving behind everything except what they could carry. Nearly half the people in Assam have been displaced; people are staying in a series of small, isolated islands as the Brahamaputra River rises around them. 

One of thousands of flooded homes in Assam (Photo courtesy IFRC)
Experienced Indian Red Cross staff undertook a rapid assessment of the flood situation in the states of Assam and Bihar, the IFRC says. They tried to reach remote areas to ensure the most vulnerable and not just the most visible receive assistance. 

The International Federation’s disaster management delegate in India, Mohamed Babiker, was a member of one of the assessment teams and he too, warns that the situation could further deteriorate, "There is the possibility of more fresh rains and further water flowing in from water adjoining states," he said. 

The head of the Federation’s India delegation, Azmat Ulla says efforts over the past few years to increase the Indian Red Cross’s ability to response to disasters, achieved with the generous support of donors such as Britain’s Department for International Development, is paying dividends. 

"I can see disaster response activities occurring through all levels, from the grassroots to districts through to the national headquarters. The investment is beginning to pay off," he said. 

Further upstream in the hills of Nepal, flooding rivers are causing havoc, but exact details are difficult to get, the IFRC says, because many of the districts are affected by the ongoing conflict with the Maoists, which makes it dangerous to travel to collect information. 

The government has started reaching the affected areas by helicopters and has begun distribution of dry foods. 

The Nepal Red Cross has only about 1,000 aid packages left, but July is still early in the monsoon period and further flooding and landslides are likely to occur. Nepal may need at least 25,000 more packages, relief officials estimate.

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

UNEP China Office’s input to ROAP media update –27 July 2004

UN and UNEP in the news

Environmental scheme 

China Daily 2004-07-26

Thirty-six environment officials and educators from 25 countries in Asia Pacific area started a week-long "Asia-Pacific Leadership Programme on Environment and Sustainable Development" yesterday in Shanghai. Launched by the United Nations Environment Programme and Tongji University, the course aims to discuss and promote the concept of sustainable development in the region that has half the world's population as well as obvious environment problems in development.

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2004-07/26/content_351476.htm
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

Jordan 
Dimona poses no threats — Khader    

AMMAN — The government on Sunday reiterated Israel's Dimona nuclear plant poses no radiation threats to Jordan. 

Minister of State and Government Spokesperson Asma Khader told Al Rai and The Jordan Times that the Jordan Nuclear Energy Commission conducts round-the-clock measuring of radiation and has not so far recorded abnormal levels in areas adjacent to Israel. 

Khader was commenting on Israeli nuclear whistle-blower Mordechai Vanunu's statements to the London-based Al Wassat weekly, published by Al Hayat newspaper. Vanunu told the magazine that Jordan should test residents in the border regions with Israel to be sure that they have not already been exposed to any radiation and administer the necessary medicine. 

Last month, Israel said it would distribute anti-radiation pills for residents living near its two nuclear reactors in Dimona and Arad. 

Such tablets, Khader said, contain iodine, which Jordan already adds to table salt, and therefore, there is no need to distribute them. 

In the interview, Vanunu also warned that “Dimona's chimneys do not operate unless winds blow in the direction of Jordan.” 

But Khader said that such chimneys are always filtered regardless of the wind's direction. 

She reiterated that Jordan supports all international efforts to create a nuclear-free Middle East. The 40-year-old Dimona nuclear plant in the southern Negev desert could constitute a “second Chernobyl” through any “leaking of nuclear radiation, threatening millions of people in neighbouring countries,” following a possible accident, Vanunu said. 

The Ukrainian government estimates that 15,000 people died after the number four reactor exploded at Chernobyl power plant in 1986 in the world's worst civilian nuclear catastrophe. More than three million Ukrainians including 1.2 million children receive disability compensation as a result of Chernobyl and the radioactive contamination it caused. 

The former technician was jailed for 18 years for revelations on the inner workings at Dimona that he made to Britain's Sunday Times newspaper in 1986, effectively blowing the whistle on Israel's nuclear programme. Vanunu was released in April and has since been refused permission to travel abroad or associate with foreigners.

http://www.jordantimes.com/mon/homenews/homenews3.htm
Environment-friendly consumption patterns highlighted at GFJW workshop    

HRH Princess Basma attends a workshop entitled `Towards Sustainable Development: Women's Role in Changing Consumption Patterns' on Sunday  

AMMAN (JT) — the General Federation of Jordanian Women (GFJW) on Sunday organised a workshop on ways women can help in achieving environment-friendly consumption patterns. 

Entitled “Towards Sustainable Development: Women's Role in Changing Consumption Patterns,” the event, held under the patronage of HRH Princess Basma, honorary president of GFJW, was coordinated with the Ministry of Planning and International Cooperation and the Global Environment Facility (GEF). 

In his address at the meeting, Minister of Water and Irrigation and Minister of Agriculture Hazem Nasser said that unsound consumption patterns in the past decades have resulted in environmental degradation at the world level and raised the costs of healthcare. 

Women, he said, can play a key role in entrenching new environment-friendly consumption patterns and achieve the desired change, highlighting the efforts the government is exerting in the field of women's empowerment and Princess Basma's contributions to women's integration in development plans in general. 

GFJW President Ons Al Saket emphasised the crucial role of women in development and efforts to ensure better management of natural resources such as water and energy. 

GEF member Ziad Alawneh spoke about Agenda 21 which urges the participation of women in sustainable and equitable development and the importance of lowering consumption rates per household. 

In its recommendations, the workshop called for drawing up a national plan to achieve sustainable consumption patterns that ensures more efficiency in the use of energy and other resources through the introduction of environment-friendly techniques and helping families and individuals make environmentally sound shopping decisions. 

http://www.jordantimes.com/mon/homenews/homenews5.htm
Yemen 
Roundtable calls for setting up Environment Media Association 

The association should be under the auspices of the Islamic Education, Science, and Culture Organization (IESCO), the forum suggested. 

Additionally, a special annual prize given for to the best ecological media work, and the setting up of an ecological media center to provide a database of environmental information for concerned bodies was proposed.

The forum called on IESCO to liaise in its efforts with the Council of Arab Environmental Ministers and to lay down agendas concerning environmental issues.

The participants stressed the importance of enforcing legislation related to the environment and developing programs that cope with predictable threats to the economy of the region. 

http://www.yobserver.com/news/article_1440.html
The trouble with plastic bags

SANA’A - The Social Fund for Development (SFD) is launching a new education program on plastic bag pollution. The program targets ten summer centers in Sana’a, and includes lectures on the importance of protecting the environment from all forms of pollution, but with a special focus on health and economic issues related to plastic materials. 

Environmental pollution from plastic materials is considered one of the main problems facing corporations and environmental authorities, as plastic bags have negative consequences on the general aesthetics and wildlife of the Yemeni environment.

Deputy Manager of Environmental Monitoring at the Environmental Protection Authority, Hilal Al-Rayashi, attributed a lack of awareness among consumers about the risks of plastic bags on the environment to be one of the main reasons for the problem.

He pointed to the lack of enforcement of laws and coordination between government authorities and industrialists, creating and enforcing standards of the manufacturing of the bags. “The lack of the implementation Prime Ministerial Decree No. 46 (1998) regarding the use of bags is a prime example of the government’s failure,” he said.

The bags are known to have negative environmental, health, and economic effects. Bag consumption by animals  is often fatal, while bags that get caught on plants block needed light to parts of the plant which inhibit healthy growth. Furthermore, the existence of bags in soil damages the fertility of the land and can lead to water pollution. Disease can be spread by mosquitoes that breed in the shallow water deposits that bags provide, while the burning of the plastic releases harmful chemicals and hot foods can melt the bags, leading to chemical contamination.

Al-Rayashi suggested a number of solutions to resolve this problem, including taxing raw plastic and raising taxes on qat traders who use plastic bags while decreasing taxes for those who provide alternatives.

Yemenis use 170 million bags yearly, leading to millions of rials being spent on bags that are harmful to the human, environmental, and aesthetic health of the country. 

http://www.yobserver.com/news/article_1441.html
Water levels high in Tihama valleys, authorities expect bumper crop

ZABID - Nearly 52 million cubic meters of rainfall have flooded the valleys of Tihama over the past 10 days. Over 42.8 million cubic meters fell on Wadu Mawr, 5.1 million cubic meters on Wadi Zabid, 2.5 million cubic meters on Wadi Siham and 1.4 million cubic meters on Wadi Raima. 

A bulletin from the Environmental Protection Authority said that the largest quantity of water flowing into the Tihama plains at any one point was 14.4 million cubic meters, on July 2. The bulletin found that the highest average of rainfall for the area reached 134.4 million cubic mm in Bajil and Al-Mashrufah. 

President of the Tihama Development Authority Mohammed Al-Ghashm said that the past ten days caused no significant damage. “The water collection network was used to distribute water into different dams, channels and other storing facilities,” he said, expecting agriculture to flourish this season.

http://www.yobserver.com/news/article_1437.html
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good Afternoon.

**Secretary-General Heads to AccraSummit
As he mentioned in his press conference last week, the Secretary-General will be attending a summit on Côte d’Ivoire to begin this Thursday in the Ghanaian capital of Accra.

This meeting builds on the mini-summit that the Secretary-General hosted at the African Union summit in Addis Ababa earlier this month.  But in addition to the nine heads of State that attended in Addis, the heads of State of all 15 members of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) have been invited to Accra.  It’s not yet certain how many of those will actually attend.

The purpose of the meeting is to assist the Government of the Côte d’Ivoire and the opposition to faithfully implement the peace plan known as the Linas-Marcoussis Agreement.  It will be co-chaired by the Secretary-General along with President John Kufuor of Ghana, in his capacity as the chairman of ECOWAS.

The Secretary-General is expected to be back in the office at the beginning of next week.

**Security Council
The Security Council just concluded consultations on the UN Observer Mission in Georgia (UNIMOG).  Hedi Annabi, Assistant Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, briefed members on the latest Secretary-General’s report on Abkhazia, Georgia, and recent developments.  Under “other matters”, Mr. Annabi also briefed on Kosovo.

In the afternoon at 3:00, the Council holds consultations on Iraq.  Members are scheduled to hear a briefing by UN Controller Jean-Pierre Halbwachs, who is Chair of the International Monitoring and Advisory Board.  The Board recently released an initial audit of the Development Fund for Iraq (DFI), which was set up last year to take over management of the country's petroleum revenues. 

**Sudan
As Security Council experts continue to discuss a draft resolution on Sudan here at UN Headquarters, in the field a joint verification mission -- made up of UN staff, Sudanese Government officials and representatives of concerned countries -- this morning travelled to a displaced persons camp near Nyala in south Darfur.
Organized under the auspices of the Joint Implementation Mechanism (JIM) set up after the United Nations and Sudan signed a communiqué on 3 July, the mission will remain in Darfur for three days to assess the security situation there.

Specifically, the mission will investigate locations where voluntary returns have taken place, review the security concerns of internally displaced persons (IDPs), and see whether the Sudanese Government is making progress on its pledges to disarm the Janjaweed.  Heavy rains overnight are making access difficult for this group.

The mission will report its findings to the next meeting of the Joint Implementation Mechanism, scheduled for August 2.  Jan Pronk, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Sudan, is scheduled to attend that meeting.

**Sudan:  Humanitarian Update
Amidst widespread reports of sexual violence and rape of women and children in Darfur, the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) announced that it concluded a three-day training of Sudanese police officers designed to assist them in investigating cases of rape of children.  

UNICEF also said that polio vaccination campaign, supported by the World Health Organization (WHO), and covering all of north Darfur, will begin tomorrow.  

Humanitarian agencies, meanwhile, remain seriously concerned about the increasing pressure by the Sudanese Government on the displaced populations to return to their villages or other relocation sites.  The IDPs are being enticed by promises of food and supplies at such sites, according to the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA).

**Afghanistan: 3.2 Million Afghan Women Register to Vote, UN Mission Reports
The UN Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) reports that, as of last week, Afghan women broke the 40 per cent mark for voter registration, with more than 3.2 million women -- or 41 per cent of the total number of voters -- registered for the upcoming elections.  We have more details in the Briefing Notes today from Kabul.

**Bangladesh May Face Humanitarian Crisis as Floodwaters Rise, WFP Warns
The World Food Programme (WFP) warns that Bangladesh could face a major humanitarian crisis as heavy rains there have prevented water levels from dropping, leading to continued flooding.  WFP is particularly concerned about the upcoming high tide in the Bay of Bengal -- expected in early August -- which would considerably limit the outflow of floodwaters into the sea.

Flooding over the past few months has destroyed substantial parts of Bangladesh’s rice crop, as well as the food stocks of many households.  WFP has just finished distributing high-energy biscuit supplies in three northern districts, and it’s preparing to hand out some 3,000 tons of rice in the country’s north and central regions.

**Eritrea
UNICEF, the UN Children’s Fund, says death rates are rising among more than 400,000 children in Eritrea living in extreme poverty due to the prolonged drought and the aftermath of the war with Ethiopia.  UNICEF is calling for an additional $3.8 million to fund its projects there and to support children displaced by the crisis in the East African country for the rest of the year.  We have more on that upstairs.

**Ethiopia
The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) reports that multi-agency assessment teams have agreed that basic supplies are urgently required in many locations throughout Ethiopia.  Last month, some one million people in the eastern Somali region were receiving food assistance, while in all of Ethiopia the figure was close to seven million.

In addition, UNICEF and the World Health Organization (WHO), along with other partners, are seeking $6.9 million to help pay for new, more effective anti-malarial treatments.  Malaria is a leading cause of death in Ethiopia -- currently, some 48 million people live in malaria risk areas.

**Burundi:  Refugee Returns Update
Continuing on the subject of the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), it also reports that as of last week, there’ve been almost 57,000 facilitated and more than 3,500 spontaneous refugee returns to Burundi in 2004.

**Secretary-General’s Message to Asia-Pacific Broadcasting Institute  

In a message, the Secretary-General today said that media policy in Asia and the Pacific needs to be directed toward building truly open information societies that benefit and empower all people.  That goal, he noted, is easier said than done.  That message, delivered to the general conference of the Asia-Pacific Institute for Broadcasting Development taking place in Colombo, Sri Lanka, is available upstairs.

**ILO Study on Socio-Economic Impact of HIV/AIDS in India
The recent International AIDS Conference in Bangkok, highlighted that the ability to continue working provides a vital lifeline for people living with HIV/AIDS. 

As of 2002, India is estimated to have some four million people living with HIV/AIDS.  A new study by the International Labour Organization (ILO) in India shows that household incomes of HIV/AIDS sufferers are depleted by one third, while average monthly expenditure on food and treatment increases substantially. 

As a result of this, many households have to compromise on their children's education, with nearly 38 per cent of respondents reported being forced to send their children to work.  More information is available on the ILO’s web site.

**New Uniforms for Tour Guides at UN Headquarters
Now for something a little closer to home:  The UN is receiving a new donation of uniforms for its tour guides from clothing company Le Monti.  Over the next two years, the New York-based firm is donating two full sets of uniforms for each of the 60 UN tour guides here at United Nations Headquarters.  A signing ceremony will be held tomorrow in the Dag Hammarskjold Library penthouse.  And we have more on this upstairs, and we also have a press kit for you.

**Press Conference
Finally, at 3:00 pm., this afternoon, Ambassador Phillippe Djangone-Bi, of Côte d’Ivoire will hold a press conference to talk about the latest developments in his country.

That’s all I have for you.

**Questions and Answers
Question:  [Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Adviser on Latin American Issues] Diego Cordovez has just returned from Venezuela [where he followed the latest developments regarding that country’s recall referendum on President Hugo Chavez], but it’s been reported that the United Nations will not send observers.  What’s the reason behind that?

Spokesman:  First, I don’t think it was requested.  And second, I believe that the CarterCenter and the Organization of American States (OAS) have a long-time involvement in that issue, and we are deferring to those two organizations that, as I understand it, have been asked to help monitor the referendum. 

Question:  The European Union has announced that it is analyzing the possibility of economic sanctions against Sudan.  Do you have any reaction to that?  What are the latest developments in the Security Council concerning Sudan? 

Spokesman:  I would not comment on the European Union’s actions over the weekend.  Here, at the Security Council and UN Headquarters, I don’t think there’s been any change since Friday.  There is a draft resolution circulating.  I believe the sponsor of that draft, the United States, may be hoping for action on the resolution by the end of this week.  But I think you should probably ask the Council President what the latest thinking is about the possible timing of a vote.

Thank you very much.

* *** *



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Eden" ��Hindustan Times  - UN to help restore 'Biblical Garden of Eden' in Iraq�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Marshlands" ��Greenwire - IRAQ: U.N. pledges $11m to restore Mesopotamian Marshlands�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Wetlands" ��The Sunday Telegraph (Sydney) - N plan to save wetlands�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Recycling" ��Athoc - Athens Olympics: ATHENS 2004 Recycling Programme�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Utahboy" ��Deseret Morning News (Salt Lake City) - Utah boy proudly 'green'�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Ark" ��The Telegraph -Endangered species gain a place on Frozen Ark�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Program" ��Business Daily - Environmental program launched in Shanghai���
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