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 Watering Eden

The Mesopotamian marshlands of Iraq, long a vital ecological oasis in a parched land, have shrunk to a tenth their expanse 10 years ago. Several international groups are weighing options to restore the wetlands once the war is over.

BODY:

For millenniums, thousands of square miles of lush marshes have anchored the eastern end of the Fertile Crescent - the cradle of Western civilization that arced up along the eastern Mediterranean coast, across northern Syria, and down along the Tigris and Euphrates rivers to the Persian Gulf.

Until 1991, as many as half a million "Marsh Arabs" who trace their ancestry to the ancient Babylonians and Sumerians called these wetlands home.

The marshes, sustained by annual flooding of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, nurtured young fish and shrimp that later would sustain fisheries in the Gulf. And they have cradled several species of plants, fish, and birds unique to the region, as well as waterfowl traveling along one of the world's major migratory flyways.

Now, several groups are looking beyond the US-led war in Iraq for ways to restore at least some portion of these marshes, weakened by decades of dam-building, then shriveled to a tenth of their original expanse after Saddam Hussein drained them following a 1991 campaign to quash a rebellion in the area. 

According to the UN Environment Program (UNEP), the human-engineered collapse of the marshes and its effect on the region's inhabitants stand alongside deforestation in the Amazon and the drying of the Aral Sea in the former Soviet Union as "one of the Earth's major and most thoughtless environmental disasters."

Last Sunday, at the end of the third World Water Forum in Kyoto, the UN released a report showing that since 2001, the remaining marshlands have declined by an additional one-third, heightening the sense of urgency. UNEP estimates that the remaining marshes could vanish in the next three to five years.

Indeed, Iraq's marshes have become the latest poster child for wetland destruction globally. In a statement issued at the forum's close, UNEP Executive Director Klaus Topfer said, "The continued desiccation of the Mesopotamian marshlands confirms that more decisive and concrete action is needed" to save wetlands worldwide.

According to Mr. Topfer, once the shooting stops, UNEP's post-conflict assessment team stands ready to help devise a restoration plan for the marshlands.

In addition, a small international team of scientists and engineers sponsored by the Washington-based Iraq Foundation is looking at the feasibility of marshland restoration in what has come to be called the Eden Again project.

And the University of Pennsylvania's Institute for Strategic Threat Analysis and Response (ISTAR) is  expected to file a proposal with the US Defense Department within the next two weeks to send a team of

      ecologists, hydrologists, and engineers to look broadly at Iraq's water-management needs, including marsh

      restoration.

      Limited fresh water

      "The Tigris and Euphrates are Iraq's only sources of fresh water," says ISTAR director Harvey Rubin.

      "Management of that system will eventually determine the social, political, and economic stability of a

      post-Saddam Iraq."

      The marshes - at least as they existed prior to 1991 - owed their existence to melting glaciers and rising sea

      levels following the end of the last ice age some 18,000 years ago. As the once-dry Persian Gulf filled in, the

      Tigris and Euphrates, as well as tributaries that tumbled out of the Zagros Mountains in western Iran and

      onto the flat Mesopota-mian plains 3,000 to 5,000 years ago, built an enormous river delta, pushing the

      Gulf's shoreline out to its current locations.

      The freshwater marshlands - three large interconnected patches centered on the confluence of the Tigris

      and Euphrates - are thought to have emerged from salt-water predecessors some 3,000 years ago.

      Yet what geophysical pro-cesses took thousands of years to build, humans have nearly destroyed in a

      decade. According to documents captured after the 1991 Gulf War, as early as 1989, following the Iran-Iraq

      war, Mr. Hussein's regime was worried about "subversive elements" in the marshland region. The

      government's blueprint for action included moving Marsh Arabs onto "dry land," where they would be easier

      to control.

      When the Shiite Marsh Arabs, or Madan, rebelled against Baghdad after the Gulf War, the Republican Guard

      crushed the rebellion, and the government put the blueprint into action.

      Iraqi officials have maintained that the government drained the wetlands to allow its oil industry to exploit oil

      deposits beneath the marshes. Indeed, at least one large canal had been on the drawing boards since the

      1950s.

      Policy to destroy Marsh Arabs

      Yet the documents uncovered after Iraq lost the 1991 conflict combined with the speed with which the

      eight canals, "rivers," and levees were built leads many outside analysts to conclude that the regime was

      engaging in the wholesale destruction of the marshes to exact retribution for the failed rebellion.

      "The evidence is pretty clear that Saddam drained the marshes solely for the purpose of destroying the

      Marsh Arabs," says Joseph Dellapenna, a Villanova University law professor who specializes in international

      water issues.

      The Marsh Arabs, he says, were the targets of genocide, thus adding strong legal and moral imperatives to

      efforts to aid them - including restoring the marshlands to the extent possible.

      Some advocates of marshland restoration pin their hopes on the lessons gleaned from projects such as

      CALFED, which seeks to restore the ecology of the Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta in California, while

      ensuring adequate supplies of fresh water for irrigation and drinking in parched regions of the state.

      One of those lessons is the importance of working with the local people, who may have different agendas for

      the same gallon of water, says Michelle Stevens, project manager for Eden Again. She notes that her group

      has been working with the Iraq Foundation and with expatriate Marsh Arabs who have settled in the US.

      ISTAR also has embraced the idea, collaborating with AMAR International Charitable Foundation, based in

      London, which has been aiding the Marsh Arab refugees in Iran since 1991.

      One of the first steps in any restoration effort will be to update information on conditions in the region -

      ranging from the levels of poisons and pollutants in the water to the composition of the saline soils that

      have replaced much of the area that marshes covered.

      Information on plants and wildlife also is woefully out of date. "We have no data from 1980 on" detailing bird

      populations, Dr. Stevens says. The group has had to rely on research-expedition reports from as far back as

      1915 to piece together a picture of the marshes' "original" look.

      Once that information is updated, researchers say they then can use computer simulations to test various

      approaches to restoration and, if necessary, perform ecological triage if it looks as if some former marshlands

      are beyond restoration.

      Others control the source

      In the long run, however, any attempt to restore the marshes will require international cooperation over

      water allocations in a region where water is more critical to long-term development than oil.

      The vast majority of water flowing through Iraq's two major rivers comes from somewhere else, explains

      Thomas Naff, a professor emeritus of Middle Eastern History at the University of Pennsylvania and a member

      of ISTAR's group. He notes that 84 percent of the water flowing through the Euphrates comes from Turkey,

      while 13 percent comes from Syria. The Tigris is fed by tributaries flowing from Turkey, Iran, and Iraq.

Thus, dam projects in Turkey and, to a lesser extent, in Syria play a crucial role in what Iraq ultimately receives. The 800-pound gorilla in the hydrological arena is Turkey's Southeast Anatolia Project. Among its

      elements: 15 huge dams, 14 hydroelectric stations, and 19 irrigation projects - all feeding off the Tigris and

      Euphrates. In 1990, Turkey filled its Ataturk Dam, the largest of the project's dams, stopping its

      overwhelming share of the Euphrates's flow for 29 days.

      And while Turkey and Syria have worked out an uneasy pact over water allocations, "Turkey has not had

      any real negotiations with Iraq for more than a decade," Dr. Dellapenna says. In effect, the countries will

      have to start from scratch to negotiate basin-wide allocation rights, he adds.

      Last chance to save marshes

      "Given the present condition of the marshes, the one marsh that is capable of resuscitation is Al Hawizeh

      Marsh," which straddles the Iran-Iraq border, Dr. Naff says. If time weren't so pressing, it might be possible

      to revive others, he continues, but to do so would require dismantling dams and other engineered

      structures, substantially increasing the cost of recovery at a time when the country has more pressing

      needs.

      In the end, the best the Marsh Arabs can hope for, some experts say, may be to preserve as much of Al

      Hawizeh as possible, allowing them to establish an international wildlife reserve and encourage ecotourism.

      (c) Copyright 2003. The Christian Science Monitor

__________________________________________________________________________________________

World Markets Analysis

March 26, 2003

UNEP Urges Bosnia to Commence Uranium Decontamination

      BYLINE: Jelena Markovic

      Officials from the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) have urged authorities across Bosnia and

      Herzegovina, one of the former Yugoslav republics, to commence decontamination measures in order to

      eradicate traces of depleted uranium (DU), although they will undoubtedly require considerable financial

      backing. The radioactive element has been found on three sites, which were targets of NATO bombardment

      in the 1990s and are located in the vicinity of the capital Sarajevo and the eastern town of Han Pijesak (see

      Bosnia & Herz: 15 October 2003: Depleted Uranium Contamination Assessed by UN). UNEP has confirmed

      that the risk of contamination is only present in direct contact with DU, in an attempt to assure the local

      population of their safety. However, NATO co-ordinates for six other targets during the war have yet to be

      communicated to Bosnian authorities, especially as fragments of DU buried under the surface pose a

      significant risk to water supplies. Meanwhile, NATO insists that no conclusive link has been found between

      DU and increased cancer rates and other adverse health effects.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Japan Times

Indigenous peoples speak up for nature
                    By AMANDA SUUTARI

                    Special to The Japan Times

                    "In my community," says Roy Laifungbam of the Meitei people in northern India, "water

                    is part of our daily ritual worship, as well as our annual spring festival. And this

                    relationship is totally disregarded when you talk about water as a commodity."

                    Laifungbam is part of the Caucus of Indigenous People, who attended the recent World

                    Water Forum in Kansai to offer a spiritual perspective many members felt was absent

                    from the discussions.

                    "We're being treated like we're invisible," complains Santos Norato, a Mayan from

                    Guatemala. "Everybody's more interested in modernity and how to take advantage of

                    nature rather than how to care for it. We think that money takes priority over nature here

                    . . . "

                    According to UNEP (United Nations Environmental Protection), more than 80 percent of

                    the world's remaining biodiversity, and 90 percent of human cultural diversity, are found

                    in indigenous territories. This highlights their role in caring for the world's last wild areas.

                    Caucus members came with a wide variety of stories -- of coal-mining that is degrading

                    springs in Arizona, desertification affecting Saharan nomads, rising sea levels

                    threatening South Pacific islanders, rivers being dammed in native territories of India, and

                    tourist resorts impacting communities in the Philippines -- but what they shared was a

                    traditional reverence for this basic element.

                    "The water, the trees, and the forests are all sacred to [the Mayans]," explains Norato.

                    "We are part of nature. So we also have water committees who plant the trees and take

                    care of the areas near the sources for water. These services are unpaid, but we believe

                    that it's a useful natural resource that we all have to care for . . ."

                    Richard Deertrack, a Pueblo from New Mexico, fears that modern life has threatened the

                    intimate relationship many indigenous people have with water. "I come from a people

                    whose only source of water was a stream, some springs, and hand-dug wells. When I

                    first came into contact with a shower, I thought it was never-ending. So we're probably

                    using 100 times more water than before we had all the infrastructure. If you turn on your

                    water, somehow you lose reverence for it."

                    But modernity has also inspired many communities to revitalize old customs. "Marine life

                    has diminished in our lagoon," says Te Tika Mataiapo, of the Koutu Nui of the Cook

                    Islands. "A lot of it has to do with irresponsible fishing. We have brought back a

                    traditional method called raui, which we haven't practiced for over 50 years. And it's

                    amazing. We've witnessed the growth of marine life, in fact, we're seeing species we

                    haven't seen for a while. And not only have the fish returned, it has brought back a new

                    consciousness of environmental protection and respect."

                    Recognition dropped

                    For the caucus, their challenge is simply to be heard.

                    "At the first Earth Summit in Rio, after a lot of lobbying and protest, we were finally

                    recognized [in the concluding declaration] as a major group that had an important stake

                    in the discussion," says Maifungbam. "But in Johannesburg [at the second Earth

                    Summit, last summer], this was dropped completely from the declaration. So we had to

                    fight again, right from scratch, to get indigenous peoples back on the agenda. We are

                    still being marginalized even though we still play a very central role in the world's water

                    resources."

                    Although Maifungbam remains upbeat, pointing to the media attention they received, he

                    stresses that much remains to be done.

                    "I think that for indigenous peoples, everything is in the future. We have so much to do,

                    and our struggle will still be long."

                    The Japan Times: March 27, 2003

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Statesman (India)

March 27, 2003

COLOURS & CONTRASTS
OH, to be in Brazil, now that spring is here! With due apologies to Peter Sellers, we are, indeed, in Sao

      Paulo, soaking up the warmth of a typical South American primavera. And yet, the names our son tosses at

      us as must-see attractions sound so alien - Iguacu (pronounced "iguasu"), Itaipu, Curitiba... Must be

      Portuguese in origin, we think. But we're mistaken. There's nothing remotely Portuguese about them, these

      exotic-sounding names that stand for the world's widest waterfall and largest hydro-electric plant. But they

      intrigue us sufficiently for us to hop on to a super-express night bus to Curitiba, capital of Parana, 430 km

      away. Iguacu lies 635 km west of Curitiba. Famous as Brazil's ecological capital, the 300-year old city stands

      914 m above sea level and boasts 52 sq m of green area per inhabitant. Renowned for its recyclable

      waste-exchange scheme, Curitiba was the recipient of the United Nations Environment Programme's

      highest environmental prize in 1990. Standing on the site of abandoned quarries are some of the city's major

      tourist attractions - the Opera de Arame or wire opera house, with a seating capacity of 2,000, the Parque

      Tangua and the Pedreira Paulo Leminski with a standing capacity of 50,000. What is truly remarkable,

      though, for those used to Kolkata's chaotic public transport system, is its Brazilian counterpart. Particularly

      impressive are its "bi-articulated'' buses, introduced in 1992. Operating along high-capacity lanes, they are

      actually three buses-in-one, attached to each other by two articulations and large enough for a passenger

      load of 270. The narrower streets are serviced by smaller buses. Uniquely designed plexiglass tube stations

      serve as bus stops. Passengers pay the fare, enter through one end of the tube and exit from the other.

      Enhancing Curitiba's appeal are its streets. The Rua 24 Horas (24 Hours Street), laid out in 1992, is

      protected by a 120-m glass-covered metal archway. As its name indicates, Curitibanos and tourists can

      stroll, shop at the 42 retail outlets flanking it and enjoy themselves 24 hours of the day. Lined with gardens

      tended by street children, the Rua das Flores (Flower Street) is, on the other hand, entirely given over to

      the use of pedestrians. The beauty of this little town is matched by the warmth of its inhabitants and we

      leave it behind us with pangs of regret as we board the bus for Foz do Iguacu. A night's journey takes us to

      this small town near Brazil's border with Paraguay and Argentina. Its main attraction, Cataratas do Iguacu

      (the Iguacu Falls), is located within the Iguacu National Park, registered by UNESCO as a Humanity Natural

      Patrimonium. Sprawling over 170,000 hectares, this reserve is one of the last sanctuaries for endangered

      species of fauna and flora. Together with Argentina's Iguacu National Park on the banks of the Iguacu river,

      it covers a total area of 225,000 hectares of preserved subtropical rainforest. On the Brazilian side, near the

      park's entrance stands the visitor's centre, right next to the ticket booth, the restrooms and a souvenir

      shop. All visitors headed for the Cataratas Trail must park their cars here and board elegant double-decker

      buses specially reserved for the purpose to keep pollution levels within the reserve at a minimum. The sneak

      preview of the falls through the bus window is no preparation, however, for the real thing. As we make our

      way on foot along the Cataratas Trail - a kilometre and a half of paved path into which steps have been cut

      - the falls plunge to a foaming abyss on our right. It is slow going, because we can't help pausing from

      occasionally to admire the spectacular sight and click pictures - a vain attempt, I must confess, to capture

      nature's grandeur on film. At the end of the trail lies the look-out path for the Devil's Gorge where the falls

      plunge down a sheer 90-m drop. As we gingerly progress along the concrete look-out path, the spray from

      the waterfall drenches us thoroughly. It is a thrilling experience, enhanced by the view of the Argentinian

      rainforest across the river, the flirtatious company of an amazing variety of butterflies that court us all the

      way and the friendly overtures of a quati, a kind of tropical raccoon. The trail leads to a community centre

      equipped with a souvenir shop and a dining plaza, where visitors can pause for refreshment and a breather.

      Here, work is in progress for setting up a panoramic elevator and an environment building which will, when

      complete, offer a breathtaking view of a semi-circle of 275 falls spanning a stretch of 2,700 m. In fact, the

      first European to be blessed with the beautiful sight was the 16th-century Spanish adventurer, Alvar Nunez

      Cabeza de Vaca, who named it after the Virgin Mary. But the local guarani name, I-Guacu (grand water),

      seems to have survived. An option for the intrepid is the Macuco Safari, a thrilling boat tour that takes you

      all the way to the point where the falls hit the water below. And if you can afford the expense, a 10-minute

      helicopter tour that costs $ 60 per head offers you a stunning aerial view of the entire area. During our visit

      to the Itaipu Hydroelectric Power Plant, a joint venture on the Parana river between Brazil and Paraguay

      that is regarded by the American Society of Civil Engineers as one of the seven wonders of the modern

      world, we stop by at the eco-museum and take in a documentary film on the genesis and completion of the

      whole project. It demonstrates how cooperation between neighbouring countries can be mutually beneficial

      for both. As does a visit to the site itself, where the reservoir has been converted into a lake and offers

      ample scope and facilities for all kinds of aquatic sports. It is time for us to head back to Sao Paulo from

      where we will be making our way home. Entering the airport at Foz do Iguacu, we notice that it is named

      after an Indian guru - Sri Chinmoy! It certainly dispels the habitual gloom that surrounds most departures.

      How to get there: Air India operates daily flights to London and New York from where connections are

      available on Varig to Sao Paulo. Flights are available from Sao Paulo and Rio de Janeiro to Iguacu. The

      alternative is to avail of the super express bus service to Iguacu via Curitiba. Climate: It's a topsy-turvy

      world, where people enjoy spring and summer between October and January. Light summer clothes ensure

      maximum comfort. The Indian summer months become winter in South America when light woollens are

      required. Language: Unlike in other South American countries, Portuguese is the lingua franca. Visitors

      unfamiliar with the language are advised to hire for the duration of the trip a certified Embratur guide fluent in English. ____________________________________________________________________________________

AMOnline

  Kofi Annan concerned by increasing civilian casualties 

     [This is the print version of story http://www.abc.net.au/am/content/2003/s817545.htm] 

 27 March , 2003 08:23:23

LINDA MOTTRAM: United Nations Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, has also expressed his growing concern about the  humanitarian situation in Iraq, particularly in light of the attack on the Baghdad marketplace.

     Mr Annan spoke to reporters in New York during a break in UN negotiations over the proposed Oil for Food Program for  post-war Iraq. 

     KOFI ANNAN: I'm getting increasingly concerned by humanitarian casualties in this conflict. I've just heard the reports that a  missile struck a market in Baghdad, and I would want to remind all belligerents that they should respect international  humanitarian law and take all necessary steps to protect civilians. Besides, they are responsible for the welfare of the civilian population in the area.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Experts See Iraq War Damaging Ecology, Health

  Wed Mar 26,11:45 AM ET

Reuters

 By Patricia Reaney 

 LONDON (Reuters) - The impact of the Iraq (news - web sites) war on the country's ecology and public health could be greater and more costly than that of  any previous conflict in the region, environmental experts said on Wednesday. 

                      Oil spills, burning wells, accidental or deliberate damage to pipelines, refineries, fertilizer plants and sewage treatment  works, and the use of depleted uranium weapons could cause long-term damage to Iraq's natural resources and to the people  who depend on them for a living. 

                      "It could have a longer and worse impact, both because the area of impact is larger than in the Gulf War (news - web sites)

                      and because the population exposed is going to be far greater," Paul Horsman, an oil expert with the environmental group Greenpeace International, told Reuters. 

                      "And it looks as though it (the Iraq war) could drag on a lot longer," he added. 

                      Horsman, who worked with local scientists to deal with the impact of oil spills in Kuwait after the 1991 Gulf War, said the  movement of thousands of vehicles across the desert would in itself harm the environment. 

                      "I think you will be able to go back in 10, 15 or 20 years time and still see those tracks in the desert," he said. 

                      During the Gulf War, plumes of smoke from burning wells polluted the air and oil from the fires rained down and created  massive oil lakes in the desert. 

                      "The vegetation was blanketed in the oil and huge parts of the desert looked like a giant car park," said Horsman. 

                      DAMAGE LIMITATION 

 So far only a handful of oil wells have been set alight in Iraq compared with as many as 700 in Kuwait in 1991. A UNEP (United Nations (news - web sites) Environment Program) official said the agency was monitoring the fires. The Kuwait government is also assessing the level of soot and other particles in the air. 

 "We have some monitoring that shows it could reach some settled areas," Michael Williams, the UNEP spokesman in Amman, said in a telephone interview. 

 Although it is impossible to predict what will happen as the U.S.-led forces advance toward Baghdad, environmentalists believe the costs of the war will be high.

 "Inevitably there will be a high environmental cost and how serious that is for people depends on how long the conflict lasts and what they do to rehabilitate and limit the damage afterwards," said William Jackson of the World Conservation Union (IUCN) in Switzerland. 

 Iraq has diverse and fragile ecosystems, embracing deserts in the north and marshlands in the south, considered by some to be the biblical location of the Garden of Eden. 

 Aside from the impact of war, the Iraqi government has drawn widespread criticism for draining marshlands at the confluence of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers,  displacing hundreds of thousands of Marsh Arabs and causing partial desertification. 

 Experts said it was essential to limit damage during the war -- to prevent oil spills, protect pipelines from stray missiles, shells or bullets, to limit the use of,  depleted uranium weapons and control discharges from industrial plants that can pollute water supplies and endanger native species. 

 Jackson said that if chemical, biological or nuclear weapons are used the impact will be both far bigger and longer term. 

 Just as important as limiting damage is repairing whatever harm is done, but the environment is often forgotten when it comes to rebuilding countries after  conflicts, he said. 

 "Afterwards we need to have a balanced approach that takes into account some of the long-term humanitarian impacts from environmental damage," he said. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Le Figaro                                                                                          

  Les puits de pétrole irakiens en feu dangereux pour la sante
 SARAJEVO (AFP) - La pollution atmosphérique engendrée par les puits de pétrole irakiens en feu présente un sérieux risque pour la santé de la population locale, a déclaré mardi à  Sarajevo un expert du Programme 

 des Nations unies pour l'environnment (PNUE

 "Nous pouvons dire que les puits de pétrole incendiés dans le sud 

 de l'Irak et aux environs de Bagdad sont très inquiétants pour la santé publique car les gens respirent quotidiennement de l'air très impur", a déclaré à la presse le représentant du PNUE Pekka Haavisto 

 "Une telle pollution atmosphérique affecte les poumons, et elle peut dans des cas extrêmes aggraver les problèmes de santé (...) et 

 faire augmenter le nombre de cancers", a-t-il expliqué Le chef d'état-major interarmes britannique, l'amiral Michael Boyce, a affirmé vendredi que sept puits de pétrole avaient été incendiés par les forces 

 irakiennes dans le sud de l'Irak Bagdad a démenti dans un communiqué officiel qui affirme qu'"en réalité, ce sont des tranchées remplies de pétrole, qui ont été incendiées pour réduire la visibilité et ralentir l'avancée des troupes américaines et britanniques". L'approvisionnment en eau potable dans certaines villes d'Irak, comme par exemple à 

 Bassorah (sud), "pourrait devenir vraiment très rapidement un problème d'hygiène et de santé", a en outre déclaré M. Haavisto Selon des pports antérieurs du PNUE concernant les villes irakiennes dont Bagdad, "les 

 eaux usées n'ont pas été adéquatement recyclées et la santé de la population était déjà en danger" avant le début des frappes américaines sur l'Irak, a-t-il dit "La dégradation générale de l'environnement représente un sérieux problème en Irak", a souligné M. Haavisto qui a ajouté: "Cette dégradation s'est amorcée après la guerre (du Golfe) de 1991 et en raison du fait que l'Irak a accordé peu d'attention aux questions environnementales". 

 © 2003 AFP. Tous droits de reproduction et de représentation réservés. Toutes les informations reproduites dans cette rubrique (dépêches, 

 photos, logos) sont protégées par des droits de propriété intellectuelle détenus par l'AFP. Par conséquent, aucune de ces informations ne peut être reproduite, modifiée, transmise, rediffusée, traduite, vendue, exploitée commercialement ou réutilisée de quelque manière que ce soit sans l'accord préalable écrit de l'AFP. 

________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Coalition troops face 'low' chemical risk

     By Alex Kirby 

     BBC News Online environment correspondent 

     Coalition forces face little danger if Iraq uses chemical or biological  weapons against them, three UK experts believe. 

             Explosives are much easier to use than CB weapons  Professor Alistair Hay 

     They say the weapons would be largely ineffective against well-protected troops, if Iraq does possess them and decides to use them. 

     Several think the risk of similar attacks in Western cities is also fairly low. 

     But they believe American readiness to use non-lethal toxic agents like tear gas is dangerous. 

     The three are among the UK's leading scientists in the field, and were speaking at a briefing at  the Royal Institution in London. 

     They are Alistair Hay, professor of environmental toxicology at Leeds University, Julian Perry Robinson, professor of science and technology policy research at the University of Sussex,  and Brian Spratt, professor of molecular microbiology at Imperial College London. 

     Professor Hay said: "I'm far from clear whether Iraq would run the risk of losing what support it has by using CB weapons. 

     Domestic threat 

     "I'm unconvinced it would use them - if it does possess them in useable form." 

     He said he would expect "minimal" coalition casualties if there were an Iraqi attack. 

     Professor Spratt said anthrax could be controlled on the battlefield by troops with suitable  protection. 

     "It's more of a concern in places like the UK," he said. "And the release in the US showed agents like that are weapons of mass destruction, and of mass disruption." 

     He said anthrax headed the list of biological threats. Next was plague, while smallpox was "of huge concern". 

     Professor Hay told BBC News Online: "You do have to take precautions against weapons like  these. 

     "But if someone is going to use terror to spread panic in a city like London, there are far  simpler ways. 

     "Explosives are much easier to use than CB weapons, which I'd put low down the list." 

     Professor Perry Robinson said the quantity of many agents needed for a successful attack could be huge. 

     "With VX gas, half a milligram is lethal," he said. "But the militarily significant amount you   need on a battlefield is one billion lethal doses. 

     "You have to use a million doses to be sure of inflicting just one casualty - and that's about a  tonne of VX. 

     Breaking the barriers 

     "Modern, well-maintained gas masks and suits give very good protection. And once the  element of surprise has gone, the agent is effectively harmless." 

     What concerned him was the stated willingness of the US to use non-lethal toxic agents in  battle. 

     Professor Perry Robinson said: "What we're really worried about is the long-term implications  for our ability to manipulate chemicals. 

     "We can coerce and repress people by all sorts of chemical means that are opening up. 

     "And that's the worry. To see chemicals as weapons of mass destruction is to miss the point,  because then you just think of lethality. 

     Convention flouted 

     "We see them as terrorists' weapons, but their use against terrorists is becoming a big issue,  like CS gas and fentanyl, used in the Moscow theatre siege. 

     "Once you admit non-lethal toxic agents in war - something specifically banned under the Chemical Weapons Convention - you are on a hard road. 

     "It leads to chemical weapons based on the targets' ethnicity or other factors, and results that would persist for generations." 

     The US Defence Secretary, Donald Rumsfeld, has asked President Bush to authorise the use in Iraq of riot control agents. 

     The US has shipped to the Gulf both CS gas and pepper spray, whose use the convention  allows only in domestic civil disturbances. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

PORT SAINT LUCIE (Florida) Palm News

Scientist hopes for no repeat of oil clean up 

March 26, 2003 

Environmental disaster of first Gulf War was devastating enough, HBOI expert says 

By Suzanne Wentley staff writer

FORT PIERCE -- As firefighting specialists work to control a handful of oil blazes in southern Iraq, a Treasure Coast scientist recalled his efforts to help deal with the environmental damage caused by the first Gulf War, when retreating Iraqis set Kuwaiti oil fields ablaze. 

In 1991, Greg Bossart, director of the marine mammal research and conservation division at Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institution, was among a group of scientists who traveled to the gulf to help with the cleanup from more than 700 oil well fires. Iraqi forces also cut oil pipelines. 

That "environmental backlash was devastating and probably will get on record as one of the worst environmental disasters ever," Bossart said. 

"What's amazing about Saddam Hussein, this person has a propensity for doing just amazingly tragic things when he doesn't get his way." 

When war broke out again last week, Bossart said, he was relieved to learn the Iraqi oil fields were nearly secured by allied troops, despite continued fighting in the area. 

"I hope they can prevent that kind of tragedy," Bossart said. "It brought back some bad memories." 

In the aftermath of the 1991 war, oil up to 8 inches deep flowed from pipes that had been cut near the Persian Gulf, threatening its sea turtles, dolphins, whales and birds. 

Shorebirds were dying by the hundreds of thousands as they tried to cleanse themselves of the oil coating their feathers and ended up ingesting it, Bossart said. 

The oil fires caused thick clouds of smoke that blocked out the sun for miles. The smoke was so thick, Bossart said, the ground temperatures that normally would have been more than 100 degrees were only in the 80s. 

When Iraqi soldiers cut underwater oil pipelines, at least 10 million gallons of crude spilled into the sea. 

"The very first thing we saw with the oil spill was the affects of the oil on seabirds," he said. 

In the clean-up, Bossart worked with about 10 other scientists from throughout the United States in a program sponsored by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. 

He stayed in the gulf region for two weeks to clean birds with dishwashing detergent and to teach volunteers from neighboring countries the correct way to hold the birds and remove the oil. Many of the volunteers were badly cut by the birds' sharp beaks, he said. 

The scientists also tried to come up with ways to save other animals from harm -- especially the gulf's nearly 7,000 manatee-related mammals known as dugongs. Like the manatee, dugongs feed on sea grasses that could have been covered by the oil spill. 

One idea was to move all the animals from the Persian Gulf over Saudi Arabia to the Red Sea, but Bossart said that would have been logistically and financially impossible. 

Such extreme steps turned out to be unnecessary when strong winds blew the oil toward a causeway, which trapped the spill before it covered too much of the sea grasses, Bossart said. 

He said the scientists who organized the last trip have begun communicating with each other to determine if the new war will make a second trip to the gulf necessary. 

"I truly hope that that never happens again. It was just a devastating tragedy to not only the environment but also to human life," he said. "But if it did, I'd be very anxious to go over again and help." _____________________________________________________________________________________

International Herald Tribune

The UN stands ready to help 

Shashi Tharoor IHT 

Wednesday, March 26, 2003 

A humanitarian challenge

NEW YORK My thoughts today," said Kofi Annan, the United Nations secretary-general, as news came in of the start of the war in Iraq, "are with the Iraqi people, who face yet another ordeal." These were not just the pious sentiments expected of any UN secretary-general at a time of conflict. Instead, the organization that many journalists describe as having been sidelined during the war finds itself at the center of what could yet prove to be a considerable humanitarian challenge.

Those whose view of the UN has been shaped entirely by their attitude to the debates in the Security Council over whether or not to authorize military action tend to overlook the fact that the world body is inevitably involved in coping with the consequences of such action.

Wars result in death, destruction, despair and displacement. Since the prospect of conflict first arose, the United Nations and its humanitarian agencies - notably the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, the World Food Program, Unicef and the World Health Organization - have been working around the clock to be prepared for a catastrophe, one we still hope will not occur.

In the last two decades, the Iraqi people have endured two major wars and are in the midst of a third; in addition, their land has been scarred by internal conflicts and uprisings, and 12 years of punitive sanctions have taken a painful toll. A country once rated among the most developed in the Middle East has seen its infrastructure crumble; the Iraqi people lack clean water, health care, medical supplies and sanitation.

A million Iraqi children under the age of 5, by Unicef estimates, suffer from chronic malnutrition; more than 60 percent of the population is entirely dependent on rations brought in under the UN oil-for-food program. Half the pregnant women in Iraq are anemic because they do not consume enough protein and iron. War, and the attendant disruption of essential services and supplies, could make things worse, leaving millions without access to foodstuffs and potable water.

Many Iraqis could flee to neighboring countries. If they do, UN agencies are ready to help them. It is vital that all neighboring states keep their borders open to refugees seeking sanctuary. The United Nations has prepositioned essential supplies - food, shelter, medicines - in the region that would be adequate to cope initially with an outflow of up to 2 million people for a month. But the UN appeal, begun in December, for $123 million to acquire the necessary means for this work remains severely underfunded: only $45 million has come in so far.

As war rages, the United Nations will need to appeal for even larger amounts of money, in particular to feed and assist the Iraqi people at the end of the conflict. In the meantime, the secretary-general has written to the Security Council seeking authority over the resources of the oil-for-food program, to use some of these for immediate emergency purposes.

Immediate humanitarian relief is a responsibility for which the United Nations has what might be called a generic mandate, emerging from the statutes that established its agencies, funds and programs. The United Nations has quietly being doing thorough and well-coordinated contingency planning for what has now occurred, and it is, as a result, readier now than for most previous crises, which often caught the international system unprepared.

At the same time, it must be stressed that under international law, the responsibility for protecting civilians caught up in war or conflict falls on the belligerents. Theirs is the primary responsibility within Iraq; indeed, the UN evacuated its international staff at the onset of war. Though the brave national staff of Unicef and the World Food Program are still at work in Iraq, the UN as a whole cannot be said to be fully operational there.

There are suggestions that the UN could be asked to do more. Four years ago, another military conflict not sanctioned by the UN resulted in a Security Council resolution that asked the UN to legitimate the postwar dispensation in Kosovo and run the civil administration there. Some have suggested that history could repeat itself and a UN deemed irrelevant to the war in Iraq could find itself central to the ensuing peace. But as Kofi Annan has made clear, the UN could do nothing beyond its strictly humanitarian work without an authorization provided by a specific mandate from the Security Council.

In any area under military occupation, the responsibility for the welfare of the civilian population falls on the occupying power. Reconstruction, civil administration and issues related to governance structures will all need to be handled after the war. But the members of the Security Council will have to agree before the UN can play a part in any of these.

In the meantime, the UN stands ready to do what it must - provide help to the victims of war, without detracting from the responsibilities of the combatants. And one day, as Iraqis need help to rebuild their lives and society after this ordeal, the international community must not be found wanting.

The writer is UN undersecretary-general for communications and public information. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________

USIA News

25 March 2003 

U.S.-Led Coalition Works to Protect Iraq's Oil Wells 

(Oil will play important part in Iraq's post-war prosperity) (890)

By Scott Miller

Washington File Staff Writer

U.S. and British troops are moving quickly to extinguish fires at a number of Iraqi oil wells and prevent the destruction by Iraqi troops of strategic oil fields that will be vitally important in ensuring Iraq's future economic recovery and prosperity.

"United Kingdom and American marine forces are in the southern oil fields as we speak protecting (the) Iraqis' future," U.S. Army General Tommy Franks said at a March 24 briefing in Doha, Qatar.

On March 24 the Defense Department announced that it has designated the army to oversee plans to extinguish oil well fires and to assess and repair damage to oil facilities during Operation Iraqi Freedom.

The Army Corps of Engineers, in conjunction with civilian commercial contractors and others, will carry out a plan encompassing the full range of activities that might be necessary to restore or continue the operation of the Iraqi oil industry's infrastructure. Besides extinguishing oil well fires, these activities include damage

assessment, repair or reconstruction of infrastructure, and the cleanup of oil spills or other environmental damage at oil facilities, the Defense Department said.

Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld said after coalition forces "saved the southern oil fields for the Iraqi people," firefighters working to extinguish fires have uncovered evidence of Saddam Hussein's efforts

to sabotage the oil installations.

Kuwait's senior firefighter, Aisa Bouyabes, told the Associated Press on March 24 that he found electrical wires at several damaged wellheads that were the same type as those that Iraqi troops used to blow up Kuwait's oil wells during the 1991 Gulf War.

In a March 24 statement, British Prime Minister Tony Blair commented on evidence of Saddam Hussein's intentions to sabotage Iraq's oil fields and underlined the importance of quickly securing the nation's

strategic resources.

"The oil wealth was mined and deep mined at that," Blair said. "Had we not struck quickly, Iraq's future wealth would even now be burning away."

President Bush reiterated on March 16 U.S. intentions with respect to preserving Iraq's oil wealth.

"We will work to prevent and repair damage by Saddam Hussein's regime to the natural resources of Iraq and pledge to protect them as a national asset of and for the Iraqi people," Bush said.

U.S. and British efforts to secure Iraq's oil fields are intended to prevent the type of eco-terrorism Saddam Hussein's regime carried out during the 1991 Gulf War.

Iraq released over 5 million barrels of oil into the Persian Gulf in 1991 and set over 700 Kuwaiti oil wells on fire as Iraqi troops retreated, according to the U.S. Defense Department. The Defense Department estimates that Iraqi destruction of Kuwaiti oil wells during the Gulf War had an environmental impact 20 times larger than that caused by the oil spill from the tanker Exxon Valdez in Alaskan waters in 1989.

Prior to the start of the current conflict, the Defense Department estimated that any effort by Saddam Hussein's regime to again destroy Iraq's oil fields would "have the potential to double the disastrous effects experienced in Kuwait in 1991."

Adlai Amor of the World Resources Institute, an environmental research and policy organization in Washington, concurred. As Amor explained to the Voice of America, "Iraq has 2,000-plus oil wells. And so the potential is much greater."

Iraq holds more than 112 billion barrels of proven oil reserves, second largest in the world behind Saudi Arabia. Iraq's true resource potential may be far greater, however, as the country is approximately 90 percent unexplored due to years of war sanctions, according to the U.S. Energy Information Administration (EIA).

The EIA estimates that Iraq's Western Desert region could yield an additional 100 billion barrels of oil. In addition to increased exploration, greater development of discovered fields and use of state-of-the-art petroleum technology could also contribute to increased and sustainable oil production.

The Defense Department estimates that the potential oil income to the Iraqi people is $20 billion to $30 billion a year, and that these resources will play an important role in shaping Iraq's economic outlook.

In light of the past eco-terrorism of the Iraqi regime and the importance of oil resources in assuring a viable economic future for Iraq, Defense Secretary Rumsfeld cautioned Iraqi troops on March 20 not to sabotage oil wells.

"Do not follow orders to destroy your country's oil, which is the Iraqi people's. They will need it to rebuild their country when that (Saddam Hussein's) regime is gone," he said. Rumsfeld added, "following such orders would be to commit crimes against the Iraqi people. ... Those who follow orders to commit such crimes will be

found and they will be punished."

A senior Defense Department official summed up efforts to protect Iraqi oil resources at a March 24 Pentagon briefing.

"This is not about the U.S. trying to gain advantage by taking these oil fields or to preserve its own oil industry", he said. "It is solely and most importantly to preserve the capability of the Iraqi people to stand up very quickly after a Saddam regime and become a functioning, capable member of the economic community."

(The Washington File is a product of the Office of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State. Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Toronto Globe and Mail

Iraqis lay mines at torched oil wells

By GEOFFREY YORK

From Wednesday's Globe and Mail (Toronto)

POSTED AT 4:18 AM EST 

Wednesday, Mar. 26, 2003 \

At the Rumaila oil field, IraqLike giant oil slicks in the sky, the plumes of thick smoke stretch for vast distances above the Rumaila oil field, blotting the horizon in every direction.  Below each plume is the orange flame of a blazing oil well, sabotaged by retreating Iraqi soldiers.The U.S.-led military coalition has claimed that only seven oil wells are burning. But this ignores the fires at smaller pipelines and gas-oil separation plants in recent days.When I drove through the Rumaila oil field on Sunday, I counted at least 15 blazes in one section. The hissing and popping of the fires can be heard clearly from the highway.

"It's an environmental disaster," said Ali Asad, one of a 25-member Kuwaiti firefighting team that has been struggling to extinguish the fires for the past two days. "Our target is to end this disaster. The smoke has even reached as far as Kuwait City. It will cause a lot of children to become asthmatic."

United Nations Environment Program official Pekka Haavisto said the problem will also add to the many health problems faced by ordinary Iraqis.

"This burning of the oil wells in the south or ... around Baghdad is concerning for the health of people inhaling very unclean air on a daily basis," he told Reuters in Sarajevo.

A British soldier, camped with his unit in the middle of the oil field, told me that the retreating Iraqi soldiers had triggered the blazes by blowing off the ends of pipes in gas-oil separation plants. They used remote-controlled or timer-controlled mines in an effort to kill coalition soldiers when they reached the oil wells, he said.

Some of the smaller fires seem to be only a few metres high, but some are reportedly up to 100 metres high. They are burning a mixture of oil and gas, the British soldier said.

He described a deadly mix of booby traps and unexploded ordnance surrounding the blazing wells, making them difficult to extinguish. At one burning well, he said, the Iraqis had abandoned a brand-new, Russian-made T-72 tank. But the tank was surrounded with mines in a booby trap aimed at causing maximum damage to U.S. and British forces.

Efforts to extinguish the fires have been hampered by the continuing resistance of small bands of Iraqi fighters. A U.S. firm, Boots and Coots, was supposed to enter Iraq on Sunday to fight the fires, but it was forced to cancel its plans because the oil field — previously considered to be secure — was the scene of a firefight between British forces and Iraqi fighters on the weekend. Now the Houston-based company is expected to begin its work later this week.

It will take weeks to extinguish the Rumaila fires. Mr. Asad's firefighting team extinguished a blaze on Monday at an oil well near the Iraq-Kuwaiti border. But three more fires are raging in the same area, and others can be seen in the distance, he said.

Kuwaiti firefighters said they found evidence that the Iraqis had tried to sabotage other oil wells, too, but failed to blow them up. At several wells they found sandbags and black wires snaking away from the wells, which appeared to be rigged to detonate.

One of the biggest problems is to find enough water to extinguish the fires. In 1991, when retreating Iraqi soldiers ignited blazes at 700 oil wells in Kuwait, firefighters were able to pump water from the Persian Gulf. But this time the fires are deeper in the desert, as far as 30 kilometres from the Kuwaiti border.

The Rumaila oil field is considered crucial to the future of the Iraqi economy. U.S. and British forces have made a major effort to secure Iraq's 1,685 oil wells in the early stages of the war.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

EU Plan Clears Barriers to Environmental Technology 

BRUSSELS, Belgium, March 26, 2003 (ENS) - A new initiative to boost the  impact of environmental technologies on the environment, economy,  employment, natural resources and, quality of life was set forth today in a  communication from the European Commission, which makes proposals for all  new European Union legislation. 

The final Action Plan for Environmental Technologies will be adopted towards the end of this year, the Commission says, and even before the legislation is drafted, stakeholders are invited to contribute their ideas on how barriers to the adoption of environment friendly technologies can be removed.

The UK company Ciba Specialty Chemicals has introduced a new inverse emulsion flocculant for processing sewage sludge in high  tech dewatering systems. The system is approved by government

                      environmental protection agencies in the USA and Europe. (Photo courtesy Ciba)

                      The Commission is opening a seven week consultation period so that stakeholders in the research and business communities, governments and nongovernmental organizations can submit comments assessing the barriers holding environmental technologies out of the market and jointly develop concrete proposals. These barriers include red  tape, higher costs and public attitudes. 

                      Four broad target areas are outlined by the Commission for discussion - climate change, soil protection, sustainable production and consumption, and water. 

                      Environment Commissioner Margot Wallstrom said, "We already know that there are environmental technologies unable to penetrate the market because of a number of technical, economic, regulatory and social barriers. I want the experts in the development, production and use of environmental technologies to share with us their experience about how we can overcome  these barriers." 

                      The concept of environmental technology includes both low and high tech applications as well as skills and know how, such as process and risk  management. The Commission notes that relatively modest adaptations in industrial processes by means of piping, screens, filters, or tanks can be just                      as important, and more accessible, as high tech applications. 

                      Economic barriers are consistently a problem unless true environmental costs are taken into account, the Commission observed. "Poor access to finance coupled with long investment cycles as well as poor dissemination of new technologies are also issues." 

                      Technical barriers show the need for targeted and more effective research efforts, the Commission said. The entry of any particular technology into the market is slowed down by organizational barriers, and a lack of awareness and skills. 

                                      Research Commissioner Philippe Busquin (Photo courtesy European Commission)

                                      Research Commissioner Philippe Busquin said,  "Without Europe's pioneering research, the existence  of the environmental innovations we enjoy today could be in question. To ensure that we further benefit from the economic, social and environmental gains inherent in these technologies, it is vital that we invest in this area of research. The consultation and the Action Plan should foster the take-up of clean  technological applications and production processes."

                      During its meeting on March 20 and 21, the European Council stressed the importance of technology in meeting the EU's sustainability goals. New technologies are a way to achieve environmental improvements, competitiveness and growth at the same time, the ministers noted. 

                      Environmental technologies represent a growing market at both EU and world levels. The Commission says that the overall European expenditure on cleaner  technologies and pollution management has risen by five percent each year since 1994. 

                      The private sector is playing an increasingly important role in the environmental technologies market. The EU's direct employment in  eco-industries amounted to 1.6 million jobs in 1999. Total direct employment  resulting from pollution management and cleaner technologies has risen by                      around 500,000 jobs since 1994. 

                      The Commission contributes financially to the development of new environment friendly technologies. With a budget of over €1.1 billion  (US$1.176 billion ) within the 5th EU Research Framework Programme 1998-2002, the Commission has supported more than 1,000 industrial                      technologies and materials projects. 

                      Over the next four years, within the 6th EU Research Framework Programme, a total of € 3.42 billion (US$3.65 billion) will be devoted to industrial  technologies and materials projects, with a key role for environmental  technologies. Applications include nanotechnologies and sustainable                      transport. 

                      Stakeholder responses are invited by May 15 to: European Commission,  Environmental Technology Consultation, email: env-technology@cec.eu.int 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA  (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

27 March 2003

Heavy Rains Leave 10,000 Homeless

UN Integrated Regional Information Networks: Already struggling to cope with food shortages, some 10,000 people in Gwembe district in southern Zambia have now been left homeless by recent heavy rains, a senior government official said on Wednesday. "Most Gwembe residents have left the area and moved in with their relatives. Thousands have fled to higher ground to escape the flooding. Although some people have said they wanted to return to the area once the infrastructure has been restored, it would be impossible for some [to return] because the rains have destroyed most of the buildings in the area," National Coordinator of the Disaster Management and Mitigation Unit Jones Mwanza told IRIN. He added that torrential rains had washed away several power lines, roads and three bridges in the area. He estimated that almost 2,000 ha of maize, Zambia's main staple food, had been destroyed in Gwembe, 380 km south of the capital Lusaka.http://allafrica.com/stories/200303260579.html
US Navy's Mine-Hunting Dolphins Evoke Distaste And Praise

East Cape News (Grahamstown): Using dolphins as living mine seekers in the war against Iraq elicited mixed reactions from Eastern Cape animal rights activists yesterday. The Herald and Daily Dispatch printed photographs of a US naval sergeant and his bottlenose dolphin, "K-Dog", which had a small video camera strapped to a flipper, leaping out the water while clearing mines in the sea outside the fallen Iraqi port of Umm Qasr. The water was being cleared to allow humanitarian aid shipments through. ECN learned that trained dolphins have been used by the military since World War 2 when the Soviets had dolphins at every sea port who were trained to jump out the sea after sighting a mine. Ardent dolphin rights activist Nan Rice, of the Dolphin Action and Protection Group, said from Cape Town yesterday that practise had been going on "for years". While Rice was "not in favour" of it, but noted that the practise had progressed from using dolphins to physically place limpet mines on enemy ship hulls, to mine clearing. She made the point that it was abhorrent for "any animal" to be used in battle. East London SPCA manager Marie Eekhout was "not happy" about the practice, but pointed out it was acceptable to use animals for some social purposes, such as using dogs to sniff out arms, guide the blind and cart their shopping and to protect people. She said navy-trained dolphins were "exceptionally well-treated".

http://allafrica.com/stories/200303260251.html
Gov't Plans Ahead for Looming Water Shortage

This Day (Lagos): Minister of Water Resources, Alhaji Mukh-tari Shehu Shagari, said yesterday in Abuja that the provision of water was a priority of the Federal Government. He said government was prepared to achieve the task by stemming the looming nationwide water shortage nationwide. Shagari gave the assurance in his address on the occasion of this year's World Water Day. He alerted that there would be an increase in water requirement by almost 50 per cent in the first quarter of this century and about 4 billion people would live in severe water stress and shortages. "The aggregate use of water has increased six folds in recent times because of increasing demand for water but this administration is prepared to provide more water for both irrigation and human consumption", he assured. Shagari said the last three years witnessed a substantially increased budgetary allocation to the water sector from N32 billion in 1991 to N144 billion in 2002.

Also speaking on WWD, a researcher with the Nigeria Institute of Medical Re-search, Yaba Lagos State, Mrs. N. Idika, has said that more than 50 per cent of the Nigeria population lacked access to potable water. Idika said more than 1000 urban and semiurban water supply schemes existing by 1990 in Nigeria were all in poor condition and deteriorating rapidly. She said, "it was also reported that various state water supply agencies were at very low level of development characterised by poor funding and organisation. The effect is the fast decline in urban and semi-urban water supply delivery", she said. The recommendation, Idika said, was not only for water to be safe to drink, it should be easily accessible, available at all the time adding that water should be affordable as well as meet local standard for taste, odour and appearance.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200303260487.html
__________________________________________________________________________________

ROAP Media Update – 27 March 2003

Topical News Issues
UNEP'S NEW GLOBAL YOUTH AND CHILDREN STRATEGY TO KICK OFF
Sydney, Australia will host the first event of the United Nations Environment Programme's new global strategy for children and youth, approved last month by environment ministers and high level delegations from 130 countries.
The Eco-Innovate 03 Forum, initiated by Bayer, the University of New South Wales (UNSW) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), will take place at UNSW from July 14 to 18, 2003.
http://www.environmentnepal.com.np/news_d.asp?id=407 

'Silver bullets' that kill, and kill again
Asia Times, Hong Kong (By Cristina Hernandez-Espinoza) - SAN FRANCISCO - The hundreds of tanks that are leading the way for the invading forces in Iraq, part of the largest US offensive since Vietnam, are carrying a dangerous metal that has triggered alarm among environmentalists around the world: depleted uranium.
…Depleted uranium has been used by military forces in the conflicts in the Balkans over the past decade. A report by the European parliament estimates that around 3 tons of the metal were used in Bosnia and 10 tons in Kosovo in land-air attacks. The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) investigated the presence of uranium in Kosovo in 2000, in Serbia-Montenegro in 2001 and in Bosnia-Herzegovina in 2002. 
The first two missions found remnants of depleted uranium and "the metal's presence in bio-indicators, like moss and lichens, and in the air," but at such low levels that it cannot be considered a significant risk to the human population, Pekka Haavisto, director of the UNEP depleted uranium assessment program, said. The results of the Bosnia-Herzegovina mission are expected to be released soon.
http://atimes.com/atimes/Middle_East/EC27Ak01.html 

Indigenous peoples speak up for nature
The Japan Times (By AMANDA SUUTARI-Special to The Japan Times) - "In my community," says Roy Laifungbam of the Meitei people in northern India, "water is part of our daily ritual worship, as well as our annual spring festival. And this relationship is totally disregarded when you talk about water as a commodity."
…According to UNEP (United Nations Environmental Protection), more than 80 percent of the world's remaining biodiversity, and 90 percent of human cultural diversity, are found in indigenous territories. This highlights their role in caring for the world's last wild areas. Caucus members came with a wide variety of stories -- of coal-mining that is degrading springs in Arizona, desertification affecting Saharan nomads, rising sea levels threatening South Pacific islanders, rivers being dammed in native territories of India, and tourist resorts impacting communities in the Philippines -- but what they shared was a traditional reverence for this basic element.
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/cgi-bin/getarticle.pl5?fe20030327a1.htm 

UNEP starts Iraq study
The Times of India (CHANDRIKA MAGO), MARCH 24, 2003 - NEW DELHI: Given the fears of environmental devastation in Iraq, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) has begun a study to come up with a "preliminary assessment" of the most pressing environmental challenges which will face those involved in the post-conflict effort.   
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/cms.dll/html/uncomp/articleshow?msid=41293806 
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ROE Media Update

UN or UNEP in the news

Le Figaro, 25 mars (4pm):

Les puits de pétrole irakiens en feu dangereux pour la santé

SARAJEVO (AFP) - La pollution atmosphérique engendrée par les puits de pétrole irakiens en feu présente un sérieux risque pour la santé de la population locale, a déclaré mardi à Sarajevo un expert du Programme des Nations unies pour l'environnment (PNUE). 

"Nous pouvons dire que les puits de pétrole incendiés dans le sud de l'Irak et aux environs de Bagdad sont très inquiétants pour la santé publique car les gens respirent quotidiennement de l'air très impur", a déclaré à la presse le représentant du PNUE Pekka Haavisto.

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/030325145923.6wimaaju.html
_________________________________________________________________________________________
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www.tierramerica.net
Porto Alegre and Island in Clean Water

By Marwaan Macan-Markar *
Except for this southern Brazilian city, most Latin American cities fail to meet the needs of their millions of residents for clean water and sanitation services, despite possessing water resources. The problem lies in distribution and quality.
KYOTO, Japan - Porto Alegre, the southern Brazilian city that has become a by-word for social justice after having hosted the World Social Forum, attracted the gaze of Latin American eyes during the Third World Water Forum held in this Japanese city. 

''Porto Alegre is a good role model for Latin American cities to follow,'' Alvaro Umana, head of the environmentally sustainable group at the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) says of the city where 98 percent of the 1.3 million residents have access to safe water and an equal number benefit from sound sanitation.

But Porto Alegre seems to be an island in the region as most Latin American cities fail to meet the basic needs for water and sanitation.

''Overall, Latin American cities are rich in water and most cities on average have over 80 percent water coverage,'' says Juan Valdes, professor of civil engineering at the Tucson-based University of Arizona.

This, in fact, makes the region the envy of the developing world, where the majority of the world's water poor live. It is a distinction brought home by a newly developed Water Poverty Index, in which no Latin American country was ranked among the countries with the worst water record. 

Yet Valdes and other Latin American water experts say that such an impressive average conceals two glaring problems that plague cities: the irregular flow of water and its poor quality. In some neighborhoods, people encounter dry taps, whether for few hours every day or for several days during the week. 

But it is in sanitation, including treatment of waste water, that the celebrated Porto Alegre towers above the rest, more so since the city's water and sanitation services are managed by public authorities.

''Close to 80 percent of waste water is not treated in Latin American cities, and this makes the sanitation issue a much bigger challenge for the region,'' says Umana. 

Water experts told participants at the World Water Forum that the rapid growth of Latin American cities makes the challenge all the more daunting. 

The Latin American urban population has expanded from 226 million people in 1980 to 403 million in 2000, reports Camilo Garzon of the Inter-American Development Bank (IADB). 

''Treating the over 20,000 tons of waste a day that is discharged into rivers is a problem that must be faced,'' he said. ''Ignoring it could lead to cases like the spread of cholera in Peru.'' 

Garzon estimates that the region will need about 20 billion dollars to build efficient waste water treatment networks as part of its sanitation program, an intimidating sum.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

ROWA Media Update

Saudi Arabia
Protection Against Radiation Ensured

 The Kingdom has put in place an emergency plan to protect its people and environment against any nuclear accident or doses of high radiation from industrial disasters or bombardment.

“We have set up 14 radiation monitoring stations and early warning systems in the country, which have so far not detected any abnormal levels of radiation because of the war on Iraq,” said Dr. Ahmad Ali Basfar, director of the Institute of Atomic Energy Research at King Abdul Aziz City for Science and Technology (KACST) here on Sunday.

“The emergency plan will be immediately activated in the event of any radioactive mishaps,” Basfar said.

He said that the central technical team linked to KACST will swing into action in the event of any radioactive accidents.

“We are relying on our monitoring stations, which transmit accurate information regularly to the KACST-based central workstation, and we also have portable monitoring devices which can analyze soil, air and water samples during an emergency to ascertain the levels of radiation,” he explained. After double-checking the samples to ascertain levels of radiation, the necessary steps are taken or people evacuated from the affected zone,” said Basfar, who also supervises several atomic research programs.

He said even small doses of radiation could cause cancer and damage blood 

http://www.arabnews.com/Article.asp?ID=24205
Oil Spill Controlled

The Presidency of Meteorology and Environment Protection said yesterday that it had controlled an oil spill in an area surrounding King Fahd Causeway in cooperation with other government agencies. An official source at the presidency said that the spill was 1,000 meters long and 250 meters wide.


http://www.arabnews.com/Article.asp?ID=24309
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W E D N E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
Iraq

*
Annan appeals to Security Council to unite and bring relief to Iraqi people

*
Security Council begins first debate on Iraq since outbreak of military action

*
Annan ‘increasingly concerned’ by civilian casualties in Iraq

*
UN relief agencies express deep concern at reported bombing of Baghdad market

Other news

*
Côte d’Ivoire: UNICEF finds children living in ‘near catastrophic conditions’ 

*
WHO confirms respiratory disease in China with nearly 800 cases

*
Prominent Argentinean lawyer to be elected ICC prosecutor

*
Croatia: UN tribunal orders authorities to serve indictment against former general

*
UN expert calls for fair, rights-based trade policies to ensure right to development

*
UN Human Rights Commission hears warning on new, subtler forms of racism 

*
Businesses in Panama sign on to Annan’s corporate responsibility agenda

*
UN food official calls on governments and business to prevent land degradation

* * * * 

Iraq: Secretary-General

26 March – Invoking “the terrifying impact” of war on Iraq, grief for the dead and anguish for the living, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan appealed today to a divided Security Council to unite on a common purpose, and to the international community to respond swiftly and generously to a new “flash appeal” for humanitarian aid for the Iraqi people.

“All of us must regret that our intense efforts to achieve a peaceful solution, through this Council, did not succeed,” Mr. Annan told the 15-member body at the outset of an open meeting on Iraq requested by the Arab League and the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM).

Declaring that many across the world were bitterly disappointed by the Council’s divisions, he said: “Their faith in the United Nations can be restored only if the Council is able to identify and work constructively towards specific goals. I urge the five permanent members, in particular, to show leadership by making a concerted effort to overcome their differences.”

Mr. Annan noted the differences between those who feel Iraq failed to cooperate fully in inspections aimed at ridding it of weapons of mass destruction and those who consider it illegitimate to use force without first reaching a collective decision by the Council. “The inability of the Council to agree earlier on a collective course of action places an even greater burden on you today,” he said, urging the Council to rediscover its unity of purpose.

“We all want to see this war brought to an end as soon as possible,” he said. “But, while it continues, it is essential that everything be done to protect the civilian population, as well as the wounded and the prisoners of war, on both sides, and to bring relief to the victims.”

The Secretary-General stressed that the primary responsibility for meeting the humanitarian needs of the population of Iraq rested with the belligerents who control the territory. But he added that the UN relief agencies were ready and willing to help and even now, through their local staff – “those brave and devoted Iraqis (who) deserve our profound respect” – were bringing what limited relief they could.

“I fear that the humanitarian effort required in the coming weeks and months is going to be very costly,” he declared. “We are about to launch a ‘flash appeal’ to donors. I urge Member States to respond swiftly and generously, and not to do so at the expense of victims of other emergencies in other parts of the world, which may be less newsworthy but are no less devastating for the people caught up in them.”

* * *

Iraq: Security Council

26 March – With military action in Iraq moving into its second week, the Security Council today held its first debate on the situation since the start of hostilities as it began hearing the views of non-members in an open meeting requested by the Arab League and the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM).

Leading off the discussion, in which the representatives of some 70 countries were expected to take part, Ambassador Mohammed A. Aldouri of Iraq said that his country – a founding member of the United Nations – was being subjected to aggression that was killing women, children and the elderly. Sanctions, which have lasted for almost 13 years, were also having a terrible effect on the country. He said the Council must take action to make sure that the rules of international law were observed. While the aggressors said that their goal was the disarmament of Iraq, everybody knew that they were not the ones tasked with that mandate, he said. The UN inspections during several months had found no evidence of weapons of mass destruction or proscribed activities within Iraq.

The international community was also well aware that the Security Council had not authorized the use of force by the United States and the United Kingdom, Ambassador Aldouri said. The Council must impose respect for its resolutions, particularly those relating to the unjustified embargo against his country. He was still hopeful that the international community would be able to impose its will on those who had broken international law. A failure to do so would mean the end of the United Nations system.

For his part, Ambassador Rastam Mohd Isa of Malaysia, speaking as the Chair of the NAM’s Coordinating Bureau, said NAM strongly believed that Member States should observe and abide by the UN Charter and the principles of international law in dealing with problems among nations. NAM opposed all unilateral military actions or use of force, including those made without proper authorization from the Council. It deplored any unilateral action against the sovereignty, territorial integrity and independence of Member States.

With military activity now escalating in Iraq, he said, NAM was extremely concerned about the humanitarian situation of the civilian population in that country. There were reports that the people in Basra could be facing a serious humanitarian disaster, including shortage of basic needs such as electricity and water, if relief supplies did not reach them in time. He hoped the sufferings of the civilian population would be relieved as soon as possible. While the responsibility for that lay with those countries that had initiated military action against Iraq, the international community must also assist the United Nations in carrying out the important task of providing humanitarian relief.

The Permanent Observer for the League of Arab States, Yahya Mahmassani, told the Council that the resolution adopted at the end of the League’s Ministerial Council meeting on 23 March had stated that the aggression against Iraq was a violation of the UN Charter and the principles of international law, as well as a threat to international peace and security. The League had called for the unconditional withdrawal of US and British forces from Iraq and held them responsible for all the repercussions of the aggression. It had also called on the Council to adopt a resolution calling for an immediate cessation of hostilities and the withdrawal of forces. In addition, the League had called for a reaffirmation of the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Iraq.

At a time when there was hope for the end of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, he was stunned to see the invasion and occupation of Iraq, Mr. Mahmassani said. The threat to the security of Arab nations was the possession by Israel of weapons of mass destruction. The other threat was the continued Israeli occupation of the Palestinian territories. The current international system was facing a grave danger, he said, calling on the Council to shoulder its responsibility as the organ responsible for the maintenance of international peace and security. How could the Council remain silent while an unjust war was being waged? He called on the Council to put an end to the war and call for the immediate withdrawal of the invading forces.

Meanwhile Greece’s Ambassador, Adamantios Vassilakis, speaking on behalf of the European Union and associated States, said the EU was committed to the territorial integrity, sovereignty, political stability and full and effective disarmament of Iraq. It also respected the rights of the Iraqi people, including all persons belonging to minorities. The EU believed the United Nations must continued to play a central role during and after the current crisis, and that the Council should give the United Nations a strong mandate for that mission.

The international community urgently needed to address the major humanitarian needs that would arise from the conflict, Ambassador Vassilakis said. He supported efforts based on proposals made by the Secretary-General to adapt the Oil-for-Food programme to changing circumstances so that it would continue to meet the humanitarian needs of the Iraqi people. On the regional front, the EU expressed solidarity with, and stood ready to assist, countries faced with problems and risks as a result of conflict, including possible refugee flows.

* * *

Iraq: Secretary-General

26 March – Secretary-General Kofi Annan today voiced increasing concern over civilian casualties of the conflict in Iraq, and met with his top humanitarian officials to discuss contingency plans for United Nations relief agencies to return to the country as soon as the military action permits.

“I must say I’m getting increasingly concerned by humanitarian casualties in this conflict,” Mr. Annan told reporters at UN Headquarters in New York shortly before he was due to chair a top-level meeting of UN relief agencies.

“We’ve just heard the reports that a missile struck a market in Baghdad and I would want to remind all belligerents that they should respect international humanitarian law and take all necessary steps to protect civilians,” he added. “Besides, they are responsible for the welfare of the civilian population in the area.”

He said he would discuss with the UN agency heads contingency planning of what should be done once the military conflict permitted. “We will be reviewing the situation, and I think we are all ready, [and] geared up to be able to go back to Iraq and resume their work as soon as the situation permits,” he added.

Mr. Annan said he was confident the UN Security Council would find a solution on adjustments to the now-suspended Oil-for-Food programme, which allows Baghdad to use part of its crude oil sales to buy relief supplies. Some 60 per cent of the Iraqi population depend solely on the programme for their monthly food rations.

Council members held private discussions this morning on ways to adjust operations based on suggestions from Mr. Annan seeking ways to enable the UN to continue to provide humanitarian assistance despite the temporary halt to the programme. Operations were suspended on 17 March when Mr. Annan ordered the withdrawal of all UN personnel from Iraq.

The Secretary-General noted that he had had talks with the five permanent Council members on the matter and was confident they will find a solution. “They are concerned about the Iraqi civilian population,” he said. “They would want to do everything to help them. And they know that the effort is geared at that and they want to put the needs of the people at the centre of all that we do at this stage. So I have no doubt that the Council will come to a satisfactory conclusion on the Oil-for-Food programme.”

Asked about the treatment of prisoners of war, Mr. Annan said: “I think it is important that all parties to the conflict respect the Geneva Convention. POWs should be treated fairly, humanely. They should not be humiliated, nor should they be made objects of public exhibition.”

The UN agency heads who met with Mr. Annan included Mark Malloch Brown, Administrator of the UN Development Programme (UNDP); James T. Morris, Executive Director of the World Food Programme (WFP); Carol Bellamy, Executive Director of the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and Ruud Lubbers, High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). Also taking part in the meeting were Kenzo Oshima, Emergency Relief Coordinator and Head of the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), and Benon Sevan, Executive Director of the Office of the Iraq Programme (OIP), which oversees the Oil-for-Food programme.

* * *

Iraq: humanitarian

26 March – United Nations humanitarian organizations expressed deep concern today over reports that an air strike on Baghdad resulted in heavy casualties at a civilian market.

“The civilian population of Iraq has no part in this conflict and must be protected from its consequences at all costs,” Ramiro Lopes da Silva, the UN Humanitarian Coordinator for Iraq (UNOHCI), said in a statement issued at a briefing in Amman, Jordan. “Attacks on civilian installations are a serious breach of humanitarian international law.”

Mr. Lopes da Silva’s Office said the emergency room at Abougreb hospital in Baghdad was full, and Premiere Urgence, a French non-governmental organization (NGO) with 60 staff in the city, was extending it by erecting tents for overflow patients. It added that evaluations of Baghdad hospitals by the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) had been slowed down due to heavy bombardments.

Joining in the concern, the World Health Organization (WHO) said civilian injuries inevitably increased the pressure on already-stretched hospitals and other health infrastructure.

WHO also expressed continuing concern over Iraq’s second city of Basra, where at least half the civilian population of 1.7 million still lacked access to safe, clean drinking water. Many were also without electricity.

“In these circumstances, it is hard to keep food safe and to maintain hygiene,” WHO spokesperson Fadela Chiab said. “Levels of disease – especially among children – will be rising daily. The public health staff who work in WHO are increasingly concerned. Dysentery and typhoid are serious risks, and they will have a serious impact. We have seen such outbreaks in this area in the recent past and are concerned that this situation could worsen rapidly.”

She added the WHO team in Baghdad was currently prevented by the security situation from travelling but that as soon as the situation permitted it would move to Basra to assist the local health authorities. WHO teams in neighbouring countries were also ready to assist in responding to any outbreaks of infectious disease.

Declaring that Basra continued to be a major concern, the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) said a team in Kuwait was planning a road tanker operation with up to 40 vehicles. Fifty-five bladders with a capacity of 5,000 litres have been flown to Kuwait for use in the city and neighbouring areas.

Supplies of drugs for the treatment of up to a 1,000 cases of Blackwater fever had also arrived in Kuwait, UNICEF spokesman Geoffrey Keele added. An outbreak at the beginning of the month claimed more than 75 lives.

The World Food Programme (WFP) said it had information that the government-run food distribution system was still partially functioning in south and central Iraq, where incomplete rations were still being delivered by food agents.

“This is a good sign, but we are still operating under the assumption that most families who are entirely dependent on monthly food rations would run out of food by the end of April,” WFP spokesman Khaled Mansour said. He expressed concern over the sharp rise in food prices in northern Iraq which have risen overall by 18 per cent since 15 March and four-fold in some areas.


The UN Population Fund (UNFPA) reported that it had delivered a fresh shipment of emergency medical equipment, supplies and medications to the Al-Ruwaished Hospital, near Jordan’s border with Iraq, where contingency plans have been made to receive any refugee influx. The supplies were particularly intended to boost the hospital’s ability to assist pregnant women and to save the lives of mothers and their babies, UNFPA spokesman Ziad Rifai said.

* * * 

Côte d’Ivoire

26 March – Expressing deep concern over the worsening impact of conflict on children in Côte d’Ivoire, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) today said it found “near catastrophic conditions prevailing” in the northeastern part of the country.

“It’s unacceptable that no child has been vaccinated in Bouna for six months. The situation is alarming,” the leader of a recent assessment team to the area, Herbert Schembri, said. “The health care system has broken down. Most of the medical personnel have fled. There are no drugs in the health facilities.” 

Last week, UNICEF sent a team to assess the conditions in Bondoukou and Bouna districts where residents have endured conflict for the past six months. The agency said it found near catastrophic conditions prevailing.

The children’s agency is gearing up to send a convoy of medical supplies to the two districts as a first step in restarting its comprehensive support activities previously disrupted by the war. A sub-office was opened last month in Bouaké to better coordinate its humanitarian activities in the northern parts of the occupied zones. 

* * *

WHO

26 March – United Nations experts today concluded that the atypical pneumonia cases in China are likely the same disease now identified as Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS), bringing the figures for the country to more than double since the last date of reporting. 

A World Health Organization (WHO) team of five international experts, which arrived in China over the weekend, reviewed the definition used to identify cases of atypical pneumonia and the agency’s own criteria for identifying probable cases of SARS, and concluded that the two definitions were compatible.

The WHO experts said the similarity in symptoms and details of several clusters of cases suggest that the atypical pneumonia that began in Guangdong Province on 16 November and SARS that began appearing in other Asian countries on 26 February are the same disease.

Chinese authorities today officially reported that a total of 792 cases and 31 deaths had occurred between the start of the outbreak through 28 February – a significant increase from the 305 cases and five deaths that had been previously reported for the period covering the outbreak until 9 February. 

To minimize further transmission of the disease, China is following procedures in line with WHO recommendations. Local authorities also told the WHO team of a new reporting system that will rely on regular provincial updates. China is also beginning a collaborative programme in which samples from infected local patients will be exchanged with the WHO network of collaborating laboratories working to identify the SARS causative agent.

The new data from China bring the total number of probable cases worldwide to 1,323 with 49 deaths.

* * *

International Criminal Court

26 March – Fulfilling a responsibility United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has described as “crucially important,” the countries charged with shaping the newly-inaugurated International Criminal Court (ICC) have selected a prominent Argentinean litigator as the tribunal’s chief prosecutor.

The formal election of Luis Moreno Ocampo as Prosecutor for the world’s only permanent war crimes tribunal is expected to take place when the resumed session of the Assembly of States Parties to the ICC convenes from 21 to 24 April at UN Headquarters in New York. The countries had agreed informally on Mr. Moreno Ocampo as their choice last Friday.

In a statement released yesterday, Prince Raad Al Hussein of Jordan, President of the Assembly, praised Mr. Moreno Ocampo’s “recognized integrity,” saying the Argentinean prosecutor had been chosen by consensus from a list of strong contenders. “In agreeing to Mr. Moreno Ocampo, the States Parties are confident the newly-established Court will benefit in the coming years from a gifted prosecutor with proven abilities,” he said.

The ICC was inaugurated in The Hague on 11 March, with the swearing-in of its judges in a solemn ceremony hailed by top UN officials as an historic day for international justice. Outlining the importance of their task, the Secretary-General called on the judges to show great patience, compassion and an unfailing resolve to arrive at the truth, adding “in all your functions – judicial administrative and representational – you must act without fear of favour, guided and inspired by the provisions of the Rome Statute.”

The 18-judge tribunal will have jurisdiction over the most serious crimes, including war crimes, genocide, mass murder, enslavement, rape, torture, and, once defined, the crime of aggression. The Rome Statute – the treaty establishing the ICC – entered into force 1 July 2002, and the Court’s jurisdiction will cover only crimes committed after that date. The Statute allows States Parties as well as the UN Security Council to refer situations to the Court for investigation. 

* * *

ICTY

26 March – The United Nations International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) has ordered Croatian authorities to serve an indictment against Gen. Janko Bobetko, with a corresponding order that arrest warrants against the 84-year-old be dropped pending an assessment of his health and ability to travel. 

A statement released by The Hague-based Tribunal confirms that yesterday, the charges against the former Croatian military chief were unsealed, and that Judge Carmel Agius directed Croatian authorities to serve the indictment, which charges him with war crimes and crimes against humanity committed during and after a 1993 military action in a Serb-dominated enclave known as the “Medak pocket.” 

Judge Agius also ordered that, once the indictment had been served, the warrants of arrest and orders for surrender issued by the Tribunal on 17 and 20 September be suspended immediately, and that the Croatian authorities provide the Tribunal’s Registrar with a monthly medical update on Mr. Bobetko’s health. This followed the Judge’s earlier consideration of report filed by medical experts which “clearly showed the accused is unfit to travel and stand trial.”

Deciding last week that the only matter relevant to the further conduct of the case was to establish a monthly monitoring mechanism to assess Mr. Bobetko’s medical condition, Judge Agius ruled, “It is justified to suspend the warrants for the Accused’s arrest and the orders for surrender, pending a change in the Accused’s state of health that would allow him to stand trial.”

* * * 

Human Rights

26 March – An independent expert for the United Nations Commission on Human Rights stressed today that in the face of rampant globalization, only partnership arrangements based on binding obligations, and fair, rights-based trade policies could ensure that the right to development would become a reality for everyone.

As the leading UN human rights body opened its debate on the right to development in Geneva today, Independent Expert Arjun Sengupta, said that while the process of globalization opened up the potential for realizing the right, in actual practice, the functioning of institutions, and global trade rules “severely constrained the ability of developing countries to adopt policies that would realize the right to development.” 

The expert highlighted the merits and weaknesses of a new partnership initiative for development cooperation in Africa as a model for the challenges involved in making that right a reality. That initiative, the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD), came closest to the proposed model for realizing the right to development, he said. 

But while the African countries involved had identified the nature of international cooperation and level of bilateral partnership that would be necessary to implement the programme, NEPAD fell short of the right to development approach by not fully integrating human rights standards with social development programmes, he said. Moreover, the partnership arrangements were not based on a recognition of binding obligations, so that even if the programmes were implemented, they could still remain underfunded.

With that example in mind the Expert said that in an increasingly globalizing world, the policies of any State, financial institutions and international organizations had a bearing on the outcomes and efforts of all other States. To that extent, it had become necessary for all these agencies and the international community as a whole to cooperate and adopt policies that enabled States to implement their right to development.

* * *

Racial discrimination

26 March – Declaring that new and subtler forms of racism are on the rise, a United Nations human rights expert has warned that the fight against discrimination cannot be won if there is no culture of dialogue and respect between peoples, regions and countries.

Wrapping up the Commission on Human Rights’ debate in Geneva yesterday on racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and other forms of discrimination, Doudou Diène, the Commission’s Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, said the consensus emerging from the debate was that racism was still prevalent.

Mr. Diène noted the consensus in the meeting also stressed that it was important and urgent to link the legal and political components in the fight against racism with ethical issues. He stressed his intention to implement his mandate with the greatest objectivity, without responding to any pressure, wherever it might come from.

He also said that if the Commission felt that separate reports were needed on Islamophobia or on anti-Semitism, he would take this under consideration.

Martin Oelz of the UN International Labour Office (ILO) said that through its supervisory procedures, the agency continuously assisted governments to promote and realize equality and non-discrimination at the workplace. The multi-dimensional nature of racism and racial discrimination was increasingly being addressed through a number of the ILO’s technical assistance programmes, he added.

For instance, the ILO was preparing a major project on the question of forced labour and its linkages to discrimination, poverty and indigenous peoples in Latin America, he said. A programme launched in Pakistan targeted extreme manifestations of forced labour among members of disadvantaged religious and ethnic minority groups. In Europe, the ILO continued to work on discrimination against migrant workers. 

The debate included representatives of both Governments and non-governmental organizations (NGOs), which variously contended that not enough had been done to implement the Declaration and Programme of Action of the 2001 Durban World Conference against Racism, and that discrimination was mounting against Muslims, Jews, and groups such as migrant workers, persons of African descent, and indigenous peoples.

* * *

Global Compact

26 March – Panama is setting up a network to promote corporate responsibility modelled on an initiative championed by United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan to challenge businesses around the world to act upon a set of universally recognized principles.

Forty-six businesses in Panama have signed on to form a network that seeks to incorporate principles upholding human rights, labour rights and environmental standards as outlined in the Global Compact initiative – a UN inter-agency initiative led by Mr. Annan.

“Enterprises need to adapt their activities to support social development and the well being of the community,” said UN Development Programme (UNDP) Resident Representative, Elizabeth Fong. UNDP is funding, for six months, the technical secretariat that supports the Global Compact Network-Panama.

Ms. Fong noted that the initiative has already made progress, including recruiting more companies, holding provincial forums and launching an awareness campaign targeting the media. The network’s main challenge will be to promote a change in Panama’s business culture, she added.

The Global Compact Network-Panama plans to complete several major projects this year, including Panama’s first study on corporate social responsibility and a partnership with the University of the Pacific in Lima, Peru, to incorporate the concept of corporate social responsibility in university curricula. 

* * *

FAO

26 March – A senior United Nations food official called on governments and the private sector today to join forces to ensure continued agricultural production and eliminate hunger by preventing the depletion of nutrient stocks in the soil.

Opening “Global Food Security and the Role of Sustainable Fertilization”, a high-level conference in Rome jointly organized by the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the International Fertilizer Industry Association (IFA), FAO Deputy Director-General David Harcharik said the campaign to eradicate poverty and hunger, and to increase agricultural production while making sustainable use of natural resources, was a joint effort shared by both public and private institutions.

Mr. Harcharik noted that many developing countries need to apply more plant nutrients to meet agricultural development goals. He stated that integrated plant nutrition management provided by judicious use of both mineral and organic fertilizers as necessary for sustainable agricultural development.

The depletion of nutrient stocks in the soil, which is occurring in many developing countries, is a major but often hidden form of land degradation, making agricultural production unsustainable, according to FAO.

Major topics to be discussed include the challenges for successfully managing fertilizers in commercial farming systems in both developed and developing countries as well as under subsistence conditions. With an emphasis on future actions, the conference also will cover emerging technologies and knowledge about crop nutrient management, links between fertilizer use and human nutrition and the contribution of various sectors, including the fertilizer industry, international organizations, governments and researchers.

* *** *

________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General.

           Good Afternoon.

           **Secretary-General on Iraq

           The Secretary-General, on entering the Building this morning, said he is getting increasingly concerned about

     civilian casualties in Iraq, following reports that a missile struck a market in Baghdad today.  He said, “I would like to

     remind all belligerents that they should respect international humanitarian law and take all necessary steps to protect

     civilians.”

           Asked further about the humanitarian situation, he said he was meeting with the heads of UN humanitarian

     agencies today -– in a meeting which is going on right now, in fact.  He said he believes that UN personnel are “geared

     up to be able to go back to Iraq and resume their work as soon as the situation permits”.

           He was also asked about the Security Council’s discussions on adjustments to the “oil-for-food” programme,

     and he said that, after meeting the five permanent members of the Security Council yesterday, he was confident that

     they want to do everything to help the Iraqi population, and he has no doubt that the Council will come to a satisfactory

     conclusion on that issue.

           We have the transcript of his comments upstairs.

           **Security Council

           Starting at 3 this afternoon, the Security Council is going to begin an open debate on Iraq, and the

     Secretary-General will be the first to speak.  After the Secretary-General, the debate is expected to continue first with

     non-Council members expressing their views on the current situation in Iraq, and then Council members will wrap up

     the debate.  So far, some 50 speakers are inscribed, so we expect the meeting will go on into tomorrow.

           This morning, the Council has been in closed consultations to discuss proposed adjustments to the

     oil-for-food programme on Iraq, and I just mentioned the Secretary-General’s comments earlier today on that topic. 

     Council members are discussing a draft text that has been worked on at the expert level since Saturday, which was

     presented to them by Ambassador Gunter Pleuger of Germany, the chair of the 661 Sanctions Committee dealing with

     Iraq.

           **Humanitarian

           On the humanitarian front, United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF)’s national staff in Iraq continues its efforts

     to tackle the immediate humanitarian needs of the population, both in the north and in Baghdad.  One hundred first-aid

     kits have been handed over in the capital to the General Federation of Iraqi Women, which has access to considerable

     numbers of people at the grass-roots level.  UNICEF’s water team has been training local technicians on how to

     establish water bladders for emergency distribution in the event of a total failure of main systems.  In the north of Iraq,

     UNICEF has been facilitating the continuing measles immunization. 

           UNICEF staff in Baghdad also report that children in the city are suffering obvious signs of trauma with

     continuous crying, fear of loud noises, nightmares, and so on.  The UNICEF knows from experience in other conflict

     zones that this has a lasting impact on children, and it is one of the many ways in which children are the most

     vulnerable in times of war.

           The UN Population Fund (UNFPA) delivered a fresh shipment of emergency medical equipment, supplies and

     medications to the Al-Ruwaished Hospital.  The supplies are particularly intended to boost the Hospital’s ability to

     assist pregnant women and to save the lives of mothers and their babies.

           The World Food Programme (WFP) said that the government-run food distribution system is still partially

     functioning in south and central Iraq. March distribution of incomplete rations for one month has started in areas not

     affected by the fighting.

           The World Health Organization (WHO) reports that two rapid assessment teams have been sent to the east of

     the country to the Bazyan area after reports of large numbers of people moving from Chamchamal, to monitor the local

     population and also those who have moved into the area.  The WHO says medical supplies are adequate, but

     shortages of some emergency supplies are being reported.  The WHO is working to replenish these supplies and is

     ready to supply fuel for hospitals, should it be required.

           **Statement on Secretary-General-Rice Meeting

           The Secretary-General met yesterday with Dr. Condoleezza Rice, the Assistant to the President of the United

     States for National Security Affairs.  He welcomed Dr. Rice's taking the time to come to the UN to discuss the

     situation in Iraq. The UN and US delegations discussed the humanitarian situation and the requirements for the

     provision of assistance to alleviate the suffering of the Iraqi people so gravely affected by the war.

           The Secretary-General repeated his public call on all parties involved in the war to meet their obligations

     towards civilians under international humanitarian law.  He stressed that the United Nations was prepared to do all it

     could to provide humanitarian assistance to the Iraqi people.  However, the UN would have limited capacity to do so

     until security conditions allowed for the safe return of staff to affected areas.  Until then, humanitarian assistance would

     have to be provided by the United States and its coalition partners in those areas under their control, consistent with

     their overall responsibility under international law.

           Dr. Rice described the United States' present thinking as regards the post-war period.  The Secretary-General

     said that any United Nations role beyond the provision of humanitarian assistance would have to be decided by the

     Member States through a Security Council resolution.  He emphasized the need to maintain the territorial integrity of

     Iraq and the right of its people to determine their political future and exercise control over their natural resources.

           That statement was issued to you late yesterday, and I just wanted to read it into the record.

           **Côte d’Ivoire

           On Côte d’Ivoire, UNICEF is concerned about the worsening situation of children in rural areas of Côte d’Ivoire,

     in areas cut off and isolated by insecurity.  An assessment team reports near catastrophic conditions in the

     north-eastern districts of Bondoukou and Bouna where the health- care system has broken down.  The UNICEF will be

     sending a convoy of medical supplies to the area to restart its support in there.

           We have a press release on that.

           **International Criminal Court

           The International Criminal Court (ICC) has selected Luis Moreno Ocampo, a prominent Argentine lawyer, to be

     the Court’s first prosecutor, the ICC confirmed in a statement issued yesterday.

           Prince Zeid Ra’ad Zeid al-Hussein, Jordan’s Ambassador to the UN and the President of the Assembly of

     States Parties to the International Criminal Court, said that the States Parties had agreed informally last Friday to

     elect Mr. Moreno Ocampo when they resume their session, here in New York, starting on 21 April.

           The Ambassador said that Mr. Moreno Ocampo was selected after months of lengthy consultations between

     the governments on a number of strong contenders.  He added that the States Parties are confident the

     newly-established Court will “benefit in the coming years from a gifted prosecutor with proven abilities; a man of

     recognized integrity”.

           **International Criminal Tribunal for Former Yugoslavia

           The International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia yesterday ordered the authorities in Croatia to

     serve an indictment against Gen. Janko Bobetko, but Tribunal Judge Carmel Agius also ordered that arrest warrants

     which had been issued against Bobetko be suspended immediately, with the Tribunal Registrar to receive monthly

     medical reports on the suspect’s health.

           Judge Agius had previously considered a report filed by medical experts which showed Bobetko to be “unfit to

     travel and stand trial” before the Tribunal. Because of that, the judge decided that it was justified to suspend the arrest

     warrants, pending any change in the general’s state of health.  We have a press release on that.

           **Global Compact

           A few dozen businesses in Panama are setting up a network to promote corporate responsibility through the

     agenda set out in the Secretary-General’s Global Compact.  Forty-six Panamanian businesses have signed on to the

     Global Compact Network-Panama, which is designed to uphold the nine principles of human rights, labour rights and

     environmental standards enshrined in the Compact.  The UN Development Programme (UNDP) has a press release

     with more details.

           **Press Releases

           We have one more press release to highlight for you today.  The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)

     opened a high-level Conference on Global Food Security and the Role of Sustainable Fertilization, in Rome today.  The

     Conference is jointly organized by the FAO and the International Fertilizer Industry Association.  Among the topics to

     be discussed are the challenges for successfully managing fertilizers in commercial farming systems and emerging

     technologies in the field of fertilizer use and human nutrition.

           **Budget

           And my last item today is budget news.  Malaysia became the 65th Member State to pay its 2003 regular

     budget contribution in full.  That was with a payment of just over $3 million.

           Yes, Mohammad?

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  Fred, do you have any figure about the casualties of today’s attack in Baghdad?

           Spokesman:  The market incident?  No.  Because we have no international staff there, we can’t react to

     anything but what were news reports today and we have no specific details on the casualties.  Yes?

           Question:  Fred, on the statement you put out yesterday you said that

     Dr. Rice described the United States’ present thinking with regard to the post-war period.  Can you shed any light on

     what her thinking or the UN’s thinking is on it?

           Spokesman:  No, I think we intentionally left out the details.  I think what the Secretary-General said when he

     came in, and he was also asked a similar question about what comes next, he said that the Security Council will have

     its views on that.  He was asked, well, what recommendations might he make, and he said that he would like to listen

     to the Council first.  So, I think first we would like to see agreement reached within the Council, an idea put forward for

     the Secretary-General to implement, and then we’d react to that.

           Question:  Was there any suggestion by Dr. Rice about a further role by the United Nations beyond

     humanitarian assistance?

           Spokesman:  That subject was discussed; at least they did put forward some ideas.  But we’re not prepared

     at this time to go public with what was said and it is a matter for the Council as a whole to make recommendations.

           Question:  Why does the Secretary-General feel the need to emphasize the need to maintain the territorial

     integrity of Iraq in this context?

           Spokesman:  Why do you say he’s failed to mention that when it was in his letter to the Council on the

     oil-for-food programme?

           Question:  Okay.

           Spokesman:  Yes, Mr. Abade?

           Question:  Fred, on that question, whenever the Secretary-General is asked a question about the

     administration of Iraq post-conflict, he shows very great caution.  Is that because he is aware that there may be

     disagreement among the members of the Council on this issue?

           Spokesman:  I don’t think he sees it as his role to define what the UN should be doing in post-war Iraq.  That’s

     a matter for the Security Council.  Should Council members ask him for his views, he’d be happy to provide them. 

     But, as for now, he does not want to get out in front discussing something that the Council itself has not discussed in

     detail.  Yes, Michael?

           Question:  Fred, forgive me if you’ve gone over this already.  Could you tell us what of substance might have

     happened between the Secretary-General and the various heads of humanitarian agencies early today?

           Spokesman:  That is just taking place now.  We don’t expect any dramatic announcements after that

     meeting.  It’s mainly a consultation for the purpose of coordinating their work.  Should you wish to speak to any of the

     heads of the agencies or programmes who are here, we suggest you contact their New York offices to see if they’d be

     willing to speak to you.  But, I think they went in at

     11:45 a.m., and they must be going at least until 1 p.m., I believe.

           Question:  And also Fred, according to Central Command today, several of  the 10 missiles that the Iraqis

     lobbed against Kuwait travelled beyond the

     150 kilometres limit set by the UN.  Is that something that the Secretary-General has expressed any interest in?  Is he

     talking to Dr. Hans Blix about this?  What, if any, interest has been expressed? 

           Spokesman:  I think the first person that you should address that question to is Dr. Blix.  Whether he has any

     means of verifying that fact and then what, if anything, he would like to do about it once he gets his inspectors back on

     the ground.   Felicity?

           Question:  The oil-for-food programme that people are talking about.  The figure of $2.4 billion has been used

     for food and medical, immediate humanitarian goods in the pipeline.  It’s my understanding that among that is some

     wheat that the Australians were sending.  And the Australian Government has bought that wheat and now is donating

     it.  In other words, it’s just taking it out of that pipeline and donating to the United States to use as humanitarian aid. 

     Is that happening with any other goods or food in the pipeline?

           Spokesman:  First I can’t confirm that that has happened.  Second, I don’t know whether that would be

     consistent with the oil-for food procedures or whether it could happen.  So, I’d have to talk to the oil-for-food people and

     get back to you; as well as your main question -- has anyone else tried to do it.  Yes?

           [He later said that any party may cancel a contract under oil-for-food up until delivery.  Australia has not

     cancelled any contracts nor have other suppliers.]

           Question:  Sir, on the oil-for-food programme, is there an expectation that a consensus is imminent and how

     critical is it to achieve a compromise or resolution within days, you know, weeks?  Can you give me a sense of timing?

           Spokesman:  I would refer you to what the Secretary-General said today after he had lunch yesterday with the

     representatives of the five permanent members of the Council.  He was impressed by their commitment to react

     quickly to meet the humanitarian needs in Iraq, and he predicted that there would be agreement within days, not

     weeks.  Yes?

           Question:  Who initiated the meeting between the Secretary-General and

     Dr. Rice?

           Spokesman:   The United States asked for that meeting.

           Question:  And do you know when they asked for that meeting?

           Spokesman:  The beginning of the prior week; because we were looking for a mutually convenient time through

     last week and then that couldn’t be arranged and so it slipped over to this week.  Yes, Mr. Abade?

           Question:  Has the Secretary-General received the copy of the proposal of Saudi Arabia on the ceasefire in

     Iraq, and if he has, what does he think of that?

           Spokesman:  I got a question on that yesterday, and we haven’t been able to identify any such proposal.  So,

     frankly, we don’t know what it is you’re referring to.  But we haven’t received anything on paper from Saudi Arabia.  But

     we’ll keep looking for it.

           Question:  It’s in The New York Times.

           Spokesman:  We’ll be looking for it.  Okay, thank you very much.

                                              * *** *
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