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PANA

UNEP announces Global 500 environment awards 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) -  Agriculturist Boureima Wankoye of Niger and "Salle Pedagogique des Zones Arides" of Algeria are among the eight individuals and organisations on the UNEP Global 500 Honour  Roll for the year, the UN environment agency announced here Monday.

Executive Klaus Toepfer of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) said Wankoye is being honoured for his outstanding contributions to the protection of the environment. 

Wankoye is president of Achats Service International (ASI) -- a  company which has proven to be an excellent example of private sector initiative in environmental protection, UNEP said in a  press statement here.

ASI introduced and encouraged the mass plantation of gum arabic for export to Europe in the drylands of Niger, which has not only helped rehabilitate degraded land in those areas, but has also

provided to be a profitable, income-generating activity for the local inhabitants. 

The crop has thus tackled adverse weather and land conditions as well as poverty, marking a breakthrough in sustainable development in drylands, where the poorest of the world reside.

Its success has proven that "Environment for Development" can work and that innovative and profit-making solutions to environmental problems are feasible even in the poorest agricultural and economic conditions and with modest capital. 

  UNEP said the 1,200-hectare plantation of gum arabic in the drylands of Niger by ASI has provided a source of income for over 6,000 rural families, and rehabilitated degraded land through                      afforestation. It has also helped preserve almost extinct animal species, and created value for African agricultural products in the world market.   

The project has also drawn attention to the value of gum arabic, which requires little water and no fertilizer and can be used for  commercial purposes such as soft drinks, cosmetics and in civil

aviation.

"Salle Pedagogique des Zones Arides" is a children's group, which helped cut water wastage among communities in the Algerian Sahara.

Also on the current honour roll is a Briton who championed the cause of the great apes and the rhino before tragically dying in an air crash.

An Indian whose eco-friendly toilet is transforming the health and lives of the urban poor, and a Lebanese journalist who has almost single-handedly brought crucial environmental issues to                        the attention of the Arab world are on the honour roll list.

UNEP said a litter-busting brigade of Nepalese women who have transformed waste management in their country joins the honourees.

A team of Bangladeshi lawyers who are bringing environmental and social justice to their country, a visionary Frenchman who, over  half a century ago, recognised and pressed for the need for                        national parks, were also elected for the awards.

Toepfer will present the award to recipients during the World Environment Day ceremonies on 5 June in Beirut, Lebanon.

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

MONTEREY (California) HERALD

Endangered Gorillas Returned to Cameroon

DULUE MBACHU

Associated Press

LAGOS, Nigeria - Two rescued Lowland gorillas were loaded into a jet cargo hold at Lagos' international airport on Friday, on their way back to the wild after seven years of captivity.

Release of the smuggled Lowland gorillas, among only 30,000 of their kind left in all of Africa, marked a rare victory over worldwide trafficking rings for Africa's increasingly endangered great apes, U.N. environment officials said.

Crediting Nigerian officials' help, U.N environmental program division deputy director Robert Hepworth welcomed what he called "a new determination to crack down on this harmful trade."

Both 9-year-old Brighter and 7-year-old Twiggy had been recovered in Nigeria's northern city of Kano.

Animal smugglers have long-established rings specialized in taking rare and endangered animals from Nigeria and neighboring countries to sell around the world.

Often taken as orphans by hunters who kill the apes' mothers, few ever make it out of captivity.

Most wind up in squalid roadside zoos, illicit private zoos of the wealthy, or, in violation of international conventions, in public zoos.

"Taking the animals back sets a very important precedent," Ian Redmond of the U.N. Great Apes Survival Project told The Associated Press.

"The species are highly endangered; the numbers are declining year by year and every individual matters," he said.

The gorillas' return to the wild began when police raided the Kano home of a Lebanese businessman in December.

Ime Okopido, the outgoing junior minister for environment whose intervention in the case won U.N. praise, said the government was putting in place measures to halt the depletion of endangered animals and ensure sustainable development of the country's remaining forests.

"Nigeria can no longer tolerate this nonsense," he said.

__________________________________________________________________________________________St. Petersburg Times (Florida)

published May 24, 2003, 

Two Lowland Gorillas rescued

LAGOS, Nigeria - Two rescued Lowland gorillas were loaded into a jet cargo hold at Lagos' international airport on Friday, on their way back to the wild after seven years of captivity. 

Release of the smuggled Lowland gorillas, among only 30,000 of their kind left in all of Africa, marked a rare victory over worldwide trafficking rings for Africa's increasingly endangered great apes, U.N. environment officials said.

Crediting Nigerian officials' help, U.N environmental program division deputy director Robert Hepworth welcomed what he called "a new determination to crack down on this harmful trade."

Both 9-year-old Brighter and 7-year-old Twiggy had been recovered in Nigeria's northern city of Kano.

Animal smugglers have long-established rings specialized in taking rare and endangered animals from Nigeria and neighboring countries to sell around the world.

Often taken as orphans by hunters who kill the apes' mothers, few ever make it out of captivity.

Most wind up in squalid roadside zoos, illicit private zoos of the wealthy, or, in violation of international conventions, in public zoos.

"Taking the animals back sets a very important precedent," Ian Redmond of the U.N. Great Apes Survival Project said.

"The species are highly endangered; the numbers are declining year by year and every individual matters," he said.

The gorillas' return to the wild began when police raided the Kano home of a Lebanese businessman in December.

Ime Okopido, the outgoing junior minister for environment whose intervention in the case won U.N. praise, said the government was putting in place measures to halt the depletion of endangered animals and ensure sustainable development of the country's remaining forests.

"Nigeria can no longer tolerate this nonsense," he said.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Collecting Rainwater to Help World Water Supply
Mon May 26, 9:48 AM ET

By Alister Doyle 

OSLO (Reuters) - Cheap measures like collecting rainwater or plugging leaky pipes can go a long way to meeting a U.N. goal of improving water supplies in the developing world by 2015, the new head of a U.N. commission said on Monday. 

Norwegian Environment Minister Boerge Brende, appointed this month as chairman of the U.N. Commission on Sustainable Development, also suggested city councils in rich nations might "adopt" regions in Africa to improve water supplies. 

"The main focus...will be on water, sanitary conditions," he told Reuters of his two-year term.  The commission would also make a linked drive to improve conditions for the poorest people living in slums in the next two years. 

One in six people on the planet, or 1.1 billion people, lack access to safe drinking water. Halving that proportion is part of a U.N. plan to halve extreme poverty by 2015. 

A parallel goal of halving the proportion of people who lack basic sanitation, now about 2.4 billion people, was added at the Earth Summit in Johannesburg last year. Water-related diseases kill a child every eight seconds. 

Brende said simple measures could make a huge difference even though the World Bank  (news - web sites) reckons the goal of improving water supplies alone could cost $25 billion a year. 

Rainwater collected from rooftops can be stored in barrels, for instance, while pipes in Africa leak about half the water that goes into them before they reach a tap. 

"Rainwater harvesting could help up to two billion people in Asia alone," he said. 

Brende said the goals meant another 270,000 people needed to get access to safe water every day in the next 12 years. 

"It's a daunting task, but not impossible," he said. 

He also said businesses, local authorities and other groups had to help alongside governments. He said, for instance, his local council in the mid-Norwegian city of Trondheim  could "adopt" a city in Africa to improve water and sanitation. 

Other cities around the world could follow suit. 

U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan (news - web sites) has said the world is slipping behind with the millennium development goals, which also include cutting child mortality and ensuring universal primary education. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

San Francisco Chronicle

Village battles illnesses from nuclear waste 

Many have symptoms tied to material looted from nearby facility 

Anna Badkhen, Chronicle Staff Writer

Monday, May 26, 2003 

URL: http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?file=/c/a/2003/05/26/MN249495.DTL 

Riyadh, Iraq -- In the cramped classrooms of Amin Bit Wahab high school, 800 teenage girls in this small Iraqi village are receiving a crash course on the damaging effects of radiation. 

Last month, looters descended on the concrete depths of the nearby Tuweitha Nuclear Research Center, carrying off dozens of barrels filled with toxic waste. Much of the contaminated material landed in village homes, at least for a time. 

Village religious leaders later collected the stolen goods from local households and are now storing them on school grounds, filling the yard and four of its 16 classrooms. The leaders removed the material after residents who had been exposed to it complained of symptoms indicative of radiation poisoning -- nausea, nosebleeds, headaches, fatigue, skin rash and hair loss. 

Tuweitha was the heart of Iraq's nuclear program and one of the most suspect weapons sites before the war. Twelve miles south of Baghdad, it is the site of the Osiraq reactor bombed by Israel in 1981. And Tuweitha is the only known place in Iraq where tons of radioactive waste, depleted uranium and low- grade enriched uranium were sealed. 

A walk through Riyadh and nearby Wadiya, two dusty, impoverished villages that surround Tuweitha, offers insight into the area's lack of environmental safety. But Tuweitha is not the only site of its kind in Iraq: there are at least two other facilities identified by U.S. intelligence as being part of Saddam Hussein's nuclear weapons program and possibly vulnerable to looters. 

WARNINGS NOT UNDERSTOOD

Men and children of the two villages near Tuweitha looted the facility, lugging away containers, wires, metal rods, desks and computers. Kasim Sadun, a lean 18-year old, said he had chosen a shiny blue barrel because it was solid and didn't leak. 

He ignored a warning written in English because he couldn't understand it -- 

or the meaning of what is the West's accepted danger symbol, a skull and crossbones -- and dumped out a yellow powder, whose acrid smell dissipated in the air. He then rolled the barrel past the facility's abandoned security watchtowers, through an opening in a barbed wire fence and into his yard. A faint trail of yellow dust marked the path. 

For the next two weeks, Sadun's family used the barrel to store drinking water. Then, he accepted an offer made by U.S. soldiers who were paying villagers $3 for each looted barrel. Most families, who also used the containers to store milk or fuel, took the money. 

Hisham Abdul Malik, a former nuclear inspector with the Iraqi Atomic Energy Commission, said the powder Sadun looted was "yellow cake," a uranium derivative that emits radiation but is dangerous only when ingested. 

Back at the school, the clerics, who assumed control of the village government in the power vacuum that followed Hussein's fall, decided to take a precaution. In the hallway next to the material from Tuweitha, they erected a plywood wall in an effort to keep any radiation from seeping into classrooms. 

INSPECTORS TO RETURN

Last week, the Bush administration agreed to allow experts from the International Atomic Energy Agency, the United Nations' nuclear watchdog, to return to Iraq to inspect Tuweitha. IAEA inspectors last examined the 3-acre complex in January 2002; they kept an inventory of all materials stored at the complex. 

Now, U.N. inspectors are determined to find out which potentially harmful substances are missing and to estimate the danger to the surrounding area. IAEA officials are also concerned that some of the stolen materials could be used to build a "dirty bomb," which is conventional explosives combined with radioactive material that could contaminate a large area. 

Before the allied invasion, Tuweitha was a high-security area monitored by the IAEA with the cooperation of the Hussein regime. But in the chaos after dictator's downfall and before the arrival of U.S. troops, locals stripped the complex bare. 

The Americans, meanwhile, did not confiscate other looted goods such as the refrigerator Eltifat Saber's mother uses to store food or the "No Parking" sign that acts as a pot cover. 

Saber, 13, has suffered from nausea and repeated nose bleeds for the past three weeks. Her neighbor Noor Jalin, 12, has similar symptoms, although her parents took nothing from Tuweitha. 

Rukun Kadhum, an elderly woman with tribal markings tattooed on her face and hands, has a severe rash all over her shrouded body. Her daughter-in-law, Wasan Aziz, has a similar rash on her chest. 

Over at the school, a parka with the words "Civil Defense" in English stitched on the back lies in a classroom next to a gas mask. A centrifuge machine sits under a blackboard with mathematical equations written before the war. Four metal suitcases tied together with rope stand in the schoolyard next to a jumble of electronic equipment, furniture and rolls of wire. 

LIMITED TREATMENT AVAILABLE

Iraqi nuclear experts visited the school two weeks ago accompanied by U.S. troops. The Iraqis were equipped with radiation sensors. They taped a sign saying "Pollution. Keep away." over the suitcases. Even though most local people cannot read English, they seem to understand that the suitcases contain dangerous materials. 

"There is chemical radiation inside," said school guard Kabum Barah. "It looks like green powder with a sharp smell." 

At Halima al Saadiya Clinic a few blocks away, Dr. Edan Altamimi struggles to treat patients suffering from radiation poisoning. The clinic is located in a classroom at a boy's high school, and his medical equipment consists of an old hospital cot and a few syringes. Altamimi has treated three people a day for radiation sickness for the past three weeks. His only medicine is a shot of adrenaline. 

"We are a simple clinic. We can't help," Altamimi said. "Maybe women who are now pregnant will have babies with birth defects." 

Despite the growing numbers of villagers who have fallen ill from radiation exposure, looters continue to sneak into the plant nightly, said Lt. Kevin Caesar, who commands a platoon of 40 U.S. soldiers deployed to repel looters. 

"They take whatever they can get their hands on," Caesar said. "Either they take it to help their families or they take it to the black market." 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

UNWIRE

BRAZIL: Number Of Endangered Species Almost Doubled Since 1989 

Brazil's endangered animal species almost doubled since 1989 to 395, a new "red list" released yesterday by the Brazilian Institute of Environment and Renewable Natural Resources (IBAMA) showed.  Among them, 80 are in immediate danger (Herton  Escobar, O Estado de Sao Paulo, May 23, UN Wire translation).

    In 1989, when the research was carried out last, 219 animals were listed in danger of  extinction.  Exotic frogs, rare parrots, unusual tropical wolves and turtles are among the species cited (Reuters, May 22).

    Although the new figures are alarming, researchers say, the real situation is even worse because there are many more species that remain unknown and that are not included in the reports.

    "The lists compiled are an important tool in the effort to conserve species," said  researcher Thomas Lewinsohn from the Biology Institute of Campinas University.   "However, they just represent a tiny fraction of the biodiversity.  It is just the tip of the  iceberg."

    According to Lewinsohn, Brazil has between 1.3 million and 2.4 million species, making it one of the most biodiverse countries in the world.  However, only 200,000 species are  currently known. 

    As the world marked World Biodiversity Day yesterday, Brazil's Environment Minister Marina Silva announced that around $2 million will be used in various projects for the preservation of endangered species.  Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva also launched the National Commission for Biodiversity, a new organization supported by  various ministries, nongovernmental organizations and private companies.  The goal is    to create a national policy on biodiversity (Escobar, O Estado de Sao Paulo).

__________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Long-term GM monitoring urged 

     Long-term monitoring of the environmental impact of genetically modified crops must be introduced if commercial planting goes ahead in the UK,  Britain's leading academic body has said. 

     The Royal Society called on the government to outline how it planned to  monitor GM plants.

     Vice-president Professor Patrick Bateson said: "If the decision is taken to allow commercial planting of GM crops, it is essential that regulators in both the UK and EU monitor the environmental impact to pick up any potentially beneficial or harmful effects over a long period. 

          It is essential that regulators in both the UK and EU monitor the environmental impact to pick up any             potentially beneficial or harmful effects  Professor Patrick Bateson, Royal Society "It will not be enough to make best estimates at the start and then assume that everything will turn out as expected." 

     The advice is included in the Royal Society's submissions to the government's GM Science Review, which is due to report in June.  The Society said members of the review panel should also be given the chance to properly consider the results of GM farm trials, expected to be published later this year. 

    'Damage already' 

     Professor Bateson said: "These trials are the largest-scale field study of how particular types  of GM crop affect wildlife, and the review panel should make recommendations to government in the light of this research."   The latest polls show only 14% of people in Britain approve of GM food, with many fearing   long-term harm to human health and the environment.   The Royal Society recently said there was no evidence that eating GM food was any more harmful than eating non-GM food, and said the public may have been frightened by "unsubstantiated claims".   Professor Bateson said on Tuesday it was vital to make decisions about GM crops "based on  the best scientific information".  Biotech companies must not be allowed to turn our countryside into one huge outdoor experiment  

Friends of the Earth   

But green group Friends of the Earth said: "If the Royal Society has concerns about the potential environmental impacts of GM crops it should oppose their commercial development.   "Long-term monitoring will not prevent damage that has already been caused.  "Biotech companies must not be allowed to turn our countryside into one huge outdoor experiment."   

EU still split 

     Meanwhile, the issue is still causing friction between Europe and the US, with the European Union currently banning most GM foods, and the US angered by the ban.   US President George W Bush last week accused the EU of blocking GM crops because of  "unfounded, unscientific fears". 

And EU farm ministers themselves are continuing to debate whether to allow the growing of  GM crops alongside traditional produce.   Some countries including Britain and Spain have argued that the issue should be left to  individual states, while others are pushing for EU-wide rules. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

27 May 2003

UNEP/UN in the news

UNEP announces Global 500 environment awards 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Agriculturist Boureima Wankoye of Niger and "Salle Pedagogique des Zones Arides" of Algeria are among the eight individuals and organizations on the UNEP Global 500 Honour Roll for the year, the UN environment agency announced here Monday. Executive Director Klaus Toepfer of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) said Wankoye is being honoured for his outstanding contributions to the protection of the environment.  Wankoye is president of Achats Service International (ASI) – a company which has proven to be an excellent example of private sector initiative in environmental protection, UNEP said in a press statement here. ASI introduced and encouraged the mass plantation of gum arabic for export to Europe in the drylands of Niger, which has not only helped rehabilitate degraded land in those areas, but has also provided to be a profitable, income-generating activity for the local inhabitants. Its success has proven that "Environment for Development" can work and that innovative and profit-making solutions to environmental problems are feasible even in the poorest agricultural and economic conditions and with modest capital. 

"Salle Pedagogique des Zones Arides" is a children's group, which helped cut water wastage among communities in the Algerian Sahara. 

Also on the current honour roll is a Briton who championed the cause of the great apes and the rhino before tragically dying in an air crash. An Indian whose eco-friendly toilet is transforming the health and lives of the urban poor, and a Lebanese journalist who has almost single-handedly brought crucial environmental issues to the attention of the Arab world are on the honour roll list. UNEP said a litter-busting brigade of Nepalese women transformed waste management in their country joins the honourees. A team of Bangladeshi lawyers who are bringing environmental and social justice to their country, a visionary Frenchman who, over half a century ago, recognised and pressed for the need for national parks, were also elected for the awards. Toepfer will present the award to recipients during the World Environment Day ceremonies on 5 June in Beirut, Lebanon.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng002063&dte=26/05/2003

General Environmental news

Death toll in Algerian earthquake reaches 2,217 

Algiers, Algeria (PANA) - Latest statistics Monday reflected 2,217 dead and 9,085 injured in the earthquake that struck Algiers and its outskirts Wednesday. Search operations were still underway and rescue squads managed Sunday to miraculously save two girls, but the hope of finding more survivors was dwindling by the hour, they said. Disaster victims have started voicing discontent and impatience over the slow pace of the search operations, as well as delivery of relief assistance. Some 3,000 tents have been set-up so far in the prefecture of Boumerdes, where the number of victims is estimated at 10,000. The government has asked victims to be patient and promised that it would fully take care of themve years in prison.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng002109&dte=26/05/2003
Usaid Gives $17m for Environment

New Vision (Kampala): THE US government through her development assistance arm, USAID, has earmarked $17m for Uganda's environmental conservation. Speaking at Mweya Queen Elizabeth National Park, Vicki Moore, the USAID mission director said the funding would be granted under Productive Resource Investments to Manage the Environment in the next five years (PRIME). Moore said the project is aimed at generating income for communities neighbouring conservation areas. She was on Thursday speaking at the opening of the recently constructed multi-million shilling Visitor Information Centre, the first of its kind for Queen Elizabeth National Park. USAID channelled the fund through the Environmental Conservation Trust of Uganda (ECOTRUST), which has also in the recent past administered funds from the Wide Wildlife Fund

http://allafrica.com/stories/200305270378.html
Us$4m for Hyacinth Eradication

New Vision (Kampala): THE district environment officer Mbarara has said, WSP – International Sweden has earmarked US$4m (sh8b) to eradicate the water hyacinth among other infestations along the pathway of River Kagera in Burundi, Rwanda, Tanzania and Uganda. Ebenezer Bifubyeka reports that Jacquonious Musingwire recently

said preparations to execute the programme were in advanced stages. The programme is under the Kagera River Basin Integrated Water Resource Management Project. http://allafrica.com/stories/200305270359.html
Angloplat Faces Pollution Nightmare

Mineweb (Johannesburg): In its latest audited figures, Anglo Platinum discloses that it pumped 12% more chemical emissions into the Rustenburg bowl last year, releasing 68 700 tons of sulphur dioxide into the atmosphere. The world's largest platinum producer is also accused of causing pollution so severe that it is making children sick. Locals have started to hit back, raising the spectre of class actions and as a last resort, threatening to force the closure of a deficient plant, in the process bringing production to a halt. At a public meeting in Rustenburg this week, local AngloPlat management admitted the pollution figures were "not a pretty picture of what is being done to the environment". The group's own documentation reports a staggering increase of 1 596 Level One environmental incidents in the 12 months to end December. Since January 2002 SO2 emissions from the AngloPlat operation near Rustenburg have fluctuated between around 150 tons per day (tpd) to 217 tpd. By comparison, over the past two years Impala Platinum has brought its emissions down from the same level as its larger rival to a more manageable 20tpd and is aiming to halve that in future. Pollution from the third platinum producer in the area, UK-headquartered Lonmin, is "negligible". Also, no disclosure has been made of the AngloPlat plant's emissions of the more difficult to monitor sulphur trioxide (SO3), a chemical causing illness in the short-term. According to Rustenburg medical practitioner, Dr Pieter Wagner, SO3 causes disproportionately high levels of sinusitis and upper respiratory tract infections, which can lead to a break down of the immune system. 

http://allafrica.com/stories/200305270272.html
__________________________________________________________________________________________ ROAP Media Update – 26 May 2003

UN or UNEP in the news

US's use of depleted uranium raises health fears in Iraq
Slobodan Lekic (Associated Press)
Hindustan Times, Baghdad, May 24 - Amr Mouftah and a couple of friends were playing on the demolished Iraqi armored personnel carriers, climbing onto turrets and swinging and leaping from gun barrels. "This is great fun -- just like having a big new toy," said 11-year-old Amr.
… Experts at the Pentagon and the United Nations estimate that 1,000-2,000 metric tons (1,100-2,200 tons) of depleted uranium were used by US-led coalition forces during their attack on Iraq in March and April. This contrasts with about 340 metric tons (375 tons) used in the 1991 Gulf War, 10 metric tons (11 tons) fired during the 1999 war against Serbia over Kosovo, and a much smaller quantity used against rebel Serb positions in Bosnia in 1995.
The UN Environment Program, while acknowledging its assessments have found no immediate risk, has recommended a scientific investigation of sites targeted by depleted uranium weapons in Iraq. "The fact remains that depleted uranium is still an issue of great concern for the general public," UNEP director Klaus Toepfer said.
http://www.hindustantimes.com/news/181_261576,001300180038.htm 

Environment Day on June 5
Daily Times (Pakistan), May 23, 2003 - ISLAMABAD: The World Environment Day would be celebrated throughout the world, including Pakistan, on June 5 to stimulate awareness of the environment and enhance political attention and action. 
This year’s theme for the World Environment Day is “Water - Two billion people are dying for it!” According to United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) the day is celebrated in many ways, including street rallies, bicycles parades, green concerts, essay and poster competitions in schools, tree planting, recycling efforts and clean-up campaigns. —APP
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=story_24-5-2003_pg8_11 

________________________________________________________________________________________

ROE MEDIA UPDATE

UNEP  and UN in the news

AP:Environment ministers sign agreement to protect Europe's largest reserve of wildlife


KIEV, Ukraine — Environment ministers from five East European countries signed a major regional environmental agreement Thursday, aimed at protecting Europe's largest reserve of wildlife and untouched forests while smoothing the way for future membership in the European Union…..

However, top environmental officials warned that the governments must quickly ratify and implement the agreement before any benefits will come…. 

"This is a wonderful offer, but it must be followed by action," said Klaus Topfer, Director of the UN Environmental Program.

http://www.enn.com/news/2003-05-23/s_4583.asp
UNWire: EUROPE: Ministers Sign Carpathian Protection Pact

Environment ministers from five Eastern European countries yesterday signed a landmark environmental protection agreement that is expected to help pave the way for their future membership in the European Union.

By signing the Framework Convention on the Protection and Sustainable Development of the Carpathians, officials from Ukraine, Hungary, Romania, Serbia and Montenegro and Slovakia moved to protect Europe's largest reserve of wildlife and untouched forests.

The Carpathian Mountain region spans eight countries covering 78,000 square miles and is home to Europe's most endangered species of large mammals and 30 percent of the continent's flora, many of which are close to extinction.

"This is the first instrument where countries of the former Soviet Union are actually joining forces and committing themselves ... to manage resources beyond any kind of Cold War boundaries," World Conservation Union Director General Achiel Steiner said.  He said the convention is also important "because it creates a bridge across the EU and the other countries in the Carpathians."

From GRID/Arendal:

Dagsavisen:The Norwegian B. Brende , the newly appointed head of the UN Commission for Sustainable Development publicly appreciated by Klaus Töpfer in front of Norwegian journalists in Kiev.

http://www.dagsavisen.no/innenriks/apor/2003/05/732322.shtml
__________________________________________________________________________________________

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

 Bahrain
50 volunteers join drive to tidy up Bahrain's beaches

A NATIONWIDE clean-up campaign of Bahrain's islands 

The effort, spearheaded by Southern Governor and Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Reserves, Environment and Wildlife president Shaikh Abdulla bin Hamad Al Khalifa, will focus on cleaning up all coastal areas in the kingdom. 

The campaign began in Hawar Island and from there, it will move to the other islands, which form important breeding grounds for birds and other forms of wildlife. 

The aim is to promote eco-tourism and protect the environment. 

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=52497&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=26065

UAE
Coral Reefs: Rescuing the dying coral reefs



A diver admiring a soft coral reef off Fujairah. 


The UAE, particularly Fujairah, has diverse terrain: miles of desert, rolling mountains and a breathtaking coastline. Local people once relied heavily on the sea - pearling and fishing were dominant livelihoods. Today, tourists from around the world also flock here for the sun, sand and sea. But man is ruining one of nature's bounties - the sea is being used as a garbage dump. Tahseen Shaghouri delves into an issue that has long been worrying environmentalists

Picture Fujairah - and glistening beaches, an inviting serene sea and rolling mountains flash past the mind's eye. 

An idyllic tourist setting as the quaint town opens up to the famous sea front and the massive rock that suddenly sprouts from the middle of nowhere in the calm waters.

Divers, snorkellers, leisure swimmers - all make a beeline to the getaway for rest, recreation and a shot of thrill.

While holiday-makers and picnickers bask in the sun and soak in the sea breeze, all is not well in the depths that are vaults of nature's treasures.

Natural coral reefs are being decimated by waste dumped by passing vessels, picnickers and irresponsible fishermen. And adding to this onslaught are starfish which wreak havoc in the coral reefs.

Local divers and tourism promoters in Khor Fakkan three years ago warned against the increasing number of starfish, and increase in waste being dumped in the sea.

Torn fishing nets, plastic bags, unused tyres and other objects dumped in the sea pollute the marine environment.

Despite the clean-up campaigns and individual efforts of divers in Khor Fakkan, the problem still persists.

http://www.gulf-news.com/Articles/specialreports.asp?ArticleID=88526




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "Awards" ��PANA - UNEP announces Global 500 environment awards�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Gorillas" ��MONTEREY (California) HERALD - Endangered Gorillas Returned to Cameroon�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Rescued" ��St. Petersburg Times (Florida) Lowland Gorillas rescued and returned …�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Rainwater" ��Reuters - Collecting Rainwater to Help World Water Supply�


Daily Times (Pakistan) has short article advising of date of WED and ways to celebrate it
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