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World and I 

The Politics of Biodiversity. 

For many of the more than 190,000 women who will be diagnosed with breast cancer this year, the drug      Taxol could be what saves their lives. The active ingredient in Taxol, termed one of the "miracle drugs" of      the past 10 years, was originally isolated from the Pacific yew tree. 

      "Thanks in large part to medicines developed in the past decade, cancer deaths are on the decline," said      Alan Holmer, president of Pharmaceutical Research and Manufacturers of America (PhRMA). Still, one out of      every four Americans will die from cancer, which remains the second leading cause of death by disease. 

      The No. 1 weapon against cancer today has come to be pharmaceuticals, which are often developed      through research on biochemicals found in wild plants and animals. The industry had revenues of $ 359 billion      in 2000, as much as $ 180 billion of which came from products developed from living things. According to a      recent study by the UN Environment Program (UNEP), however, one potentially lifesaving drug is lost every      two years as a result of plant extinction. Thus, biodiversity loss could have a big impact on medicine,      bioengineering, and health care in the United States and other Western countries, promising to make it one      of the more serious environmental-- and ultimately political--issues of this century. Why? Because wealthy      nations want access to potentially drug-rich biodiversity, and the greatest diversity of organisms is found in      an equatorial belt of relatively poor countries in which poverty, war, and corruption are apparently      contributing to the extinction of plant and animal species. A hopeful recent trend is the emergence of a      movement by private-sector philanthropic groups to aggressively conserve targeted tropical areas. 

      The problem of biodiversity loss is illustrated in Brazil, where vast stretches of rain forest teeming with      plants and animals, many as yet unknown to science, are being cleared by poverty-stricken homesteaders,      who farm for a few years and then abandon the exhausted soil. Another example is Liberia, in which the      West African tropical forest has shrunk before an onslaught of illegal lumbering that has financed the      barbarous Revolutionary United Front rebel group in next-door Sierra Leone. In the United States,      government and corporations have improved air and water quality and greatly reduced the concentration of      toxins in the environment, but efforts to protect endangered species have been less successful. 

      With the human population rising worldwide, the battle promises to get worse before it gets better. Still,      there are reasons for optimism. One is a proposal to spend $ 30 billion to purchase and protect a slew of      rain-forest tracts that contain the world's greatest biodiversity concentrations. 

      WHY WE SHOULD CARE 

      Some might reasonably ask why we should worry about the loss of species as a result of human activity,      especially when more than 99 percent of all species that have ever come into existence have become extinct. What is the point of trying to prevent what may be inevitable? 

      Scientists and environmentalists contend that we should care because all species--in addition to their      potential medical value--provide scientific, economic, and recreational benefits. Harrison Ford, a longtime      Conservation International board member, tells us we should worry because "plants and animals provide food      and medicine, clean our air and water, and keep our planet alive." 

      As a PhRMA report, The Value of Medicines, indicates, drugs "help people--and the health care system--avoid disability, surgery, hospitalization, and nursing home care, often decreasing the total cost of  caring for an illness." In addition, according to the U.S. Department of Agriculture, finding new plants is crucial for improving farming, because they can be bred with existing domesticated varieties to make crops "more productive, nutritious, durable, or simply better tasting." 

      Many environmentalists and scientists contend that these benefits provided by Mother Nature are but a few      reasons for concern over the loss of biodiversity. It's a concern that will only increase as the human      population continues to grow, peaking at an expected 9--10 billion people in the late twenty-first century.

      But biologists sharply disagree over the severity of the biodiversity- loss problem. The most extreme warn      that 20 percent of all tropical species will go extinct by 2022 and 50 percent by 2042. Others predict a  much smaller figure--less than 1 percent by 2050. They expect the extinction rate to decline as human  population growth decelerates and biodiversity protection becomes more affordable and successful.   However, some scientists predict a sixth mass worldwide extinction, similar to what occurred when the  dinosaurs disappeared 65 million years ago. 

      All previous mass extinctions resulted from climate change or some global catastrophe, such as a huge     meteor striking Earth. Although biodiversity has actually increased throughout the planet's history, it would      be well for the human community to do all it can to avert a sixth catastrophic event, which would drastically      affect the growing human population through species loss. If we are to avert disaster, what exactly should      we save, and how do we achieve success with limited capital? 

      WHAT HAS BEEN DONE 

      The current approach in the United States and around the world is simply to make lists of threatened      animals and plants and then try to protect them. U.S. policy is embodied in the controversial Endangered      Species Act (ESA). Unlike the Clean Air and Clean Water Acts, the ESA does little more than maintain lists      while establishing modest policy-- while provoking hardworking landowners whose private property all too      often comes under the statute's regulations. 

      Of the 1,259 threatened and endangered species listed for the United States, only 13 have been delisted      because they recovered, while 7 apparently became extinct. These poor results have added fuel to the fires      of accusation and outrage. They stand as evidence of the urgent need to establish better methods of assessing and monitoring biodiversity. They also show that little can be done unless private landowners--environmental tewards of roughly 80 percent of American land--are given proper incentives to protect species. 

      The rest of the world has fared only slightly better. The global list used by the United Nations is the World      Conservation Union's Red List, which has completely assessed the world's mammals and birds but only a fraction of the plants, invertebrates, fish, reptiles, and amphibians. The 2000 Red List reported 11,046      species threatened with extinction. Though this number represents only 0.6 percent of all known species, it      includes 24 percent of all mammals and 12 percent of birds. 

      The Red List goes a step further than the ESA, identifying the ways in which critical habitats are      threatened, such as habitat loss, exploitation, or natural disasters. The data show that the primary threat  to biodiversity is habitat degradation. This knowledge is spurring a shift in public conservation policy from      protection of individual species to conservation of entire ecosystems. 

      To date, however, there has been no worldwide or even U.S. consensus on which system is best--not even      agreement on what scale should be used (global or local). To illustrate the difficulty of whether to use a  global or local approach to species conservation, take the example of the grizzly bear. It once roamed as far south as Texas but has become locally extinct in many states; nonetheless, it is far from extinct globally. 

      The United Nations states in its Global Environment Outlook-3 report, "Much of the relevant information on the status of species is qualitative or anecdotal, and it is therefore difficult to develop a quantitative     overview of global trends." It is precisely this lack of agreement on any verifiable data that makes      biodiversity so contentious an issue, because the true costs of species extinction are difficult to estimate in      proportion to other important social goals. 

      PRIVATE SECTOR TO THE RESCUE 

      The shift in policy toward ecosystem conservation has added weight to some new ideas. In his latest book,     The Future of Life, biologist Edward Wilson makes a dozen policy recommendations, one of which has      received considerable public attention. Wilson asks conservationists to rescue 25 special ecosystems, called      "hot spots," that cover 1.4 percent of the world's land surface and contain the largest concentration of      biodiversity. 

      He estimates the price tag for such an endeavor to be $ 30 billion. This may seem like chump change      compared to the gross world product of about $ 30 trillion, but measured against the annual budgets of the      U.S. Department of the Interior ($ 13 billion) or UNEP ($ 3.9 million), the number is formidable. Because      governments have done so little on this issue, the private sector has become by comparison quite  prominent. Along the way, the task of raising the money and protecting the hot spots has developed some  unexpected relationships. 

      These ties are so strange that ABC's Robert Krulwich expressed surprise that Conservation International (CI)  is "run by the cement king of Mexico; the head of British Petroleum, a giant oil company; the chief of a      Filipino power conglomerate; a computer billionaire from California," and actor Harrison Ford. The Gordon and  Betty Moore Foundation (Gordon Moore is chairman of CI's board and founder of Intel Corporation) gave the organization a quarter of a billion dollars to jump-start the hot spots conservation effort. 

      CI is not alone in its efforts. The Nature Conservancy (TNC), the revenues of which last year topped all      environmental organizations at $ 546 million, has started a "One Billion Dollar Campaign," the largest private      conservation campaign ever undertaken, to conserve 200 spots. In addition, all the top environmental      organizations work in some way to conserve biodiversity. 

      Private conservation efforts have long taken the lead in forging partnerships at the community level and      protecting biodiversity on an international scale. These efforts initiated the shift toward ecosystem      protection long before governments prompted such policy changes. TNC alone boasts having almost 13    million acres privately protected in the United States and more than 80 million acres abroad. 

      Private entities are also a step ahead of government in fostering incentives for landowners to protect      endangered species and habitat. They are achieving successes that would be too costly for government      bureaucracies. The task is accomplished one local problem at a time, working with farmers, ranchers,      governments, and industry. Take, for example, the gray wolf compensation program started by Hank Fischer      of Defenders of Wildlife. 

      The number of wolves in Yellowstone National Park and Idaho has grown from zero to more than 400 since 1995. It could not have been accomplished without the $ 175,000 that Defenders paid ranchers to      compensate for livestock losses. Before, ranchers would have implemented the "shoot, shovel, and shut up"     method of ridding their land of wolves. As former National Park Service director William Penn Mott states,      "It's economics that makes ranchers hate wolves. Pay them for their losses, and the controversy will      subside." The program has been so successful that Defenders has started a similar grizzly bear compensation      program. 

      A UNITED EFFORT 

      Although biodiversity remains a controversial issue, there is reason for hope as corporations, individuals, and organizations are uniting in an effort to transcend conflict. 

      Can humans and other species continue to coexist and flourish together? Majority opinion tends to be      cautiously optimistic. Advances in science and technology are the only means to ensure that humanity will      reach its population peak with continued declines in poverty and hunger, steady increases in wealth across      the globe, and sustained biodiversity protection. 

      To protect animal and plant diversity, we need to know how many organisms there actually are on Earth.      After all, we can't know if we are succeeding in protecting, say, a particular plant unless we know that it      exists and whether it's threatened by human encroachment. So we need to accelerate the cataloging of    organisms the world over-- especially in the tropical regions, where there is the greatest biodiversity.      Today's computer information systems make it possible to map all habitat, ecosystem, and species locations      and analyze them as never before. 

      Once the complete "endangered" list is in place, then scientific expertise and private-sector conservation      organizations can come into play, perhaps leading to the day when humankind will "subdue" the Earth by      husbanding it wisely and well.n 

      Julie Majeres is a fellow in environmental studies at the Pacific Research Institute in San Francisco. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

PANA

UNEP reaffirms support for NEPAD 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) -  Nairobi based UN Environmental Programme  said Tuesday that it was committed to seeing the environmental element of the New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD)  succeed.

           UNEP Regional Office for Africa Director Sekou Toure told a three-day workshop for African environmental journalists that his  organisation was keenly involved in the affairs of NEPAD with a           view to seeing its success.

           "As a primary focus for its support, UNEP will lay emphasis on capacity building, a priority area identified by NEPAD," he said.

           Also receiving priority treatment would be the African Union, whose technical committee is envisaged to be the engine of all environmental issues on the continent, the director said.

           Environmental issues on the continent will be integrated into the work of the AU's committee on industry, science and technology, energy, natural resources and environment, he disclosed.

           Toure hailed the African Ministerial Conference on Environment  (AMCEN), saying that in its short existence it had achieved much. It was due to the commitment of African ministers that UNEP had           availed substantial support to AMCEN"s activities, he said.

           "AMCEN has played a pivotal role in the process of negotiations and implementation of post-Rio conventions," he said, citing the  recent World Summit on Sustainable Development held in  Johannesburg, South Africa.

           The director said AMCEN had been a powerful tool which has  facilitated the work of UNEP in the region and given UNEP a broader visibility in the region, he added.

           "UNEP will continue to maintain its support and linkages with  AMCEN, especially given the support UNEP continues to enjoy from  African governments," he said.

           The workshop has drawn participants from across the continent.

           Nairobi - 26/11/2002

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Africa News 

Twenty Years On, Looking Good is Serious Bussiness to Nivea 

      BYLINE: The East African Standard 

Many of us want to look young and beautiful and for BDF Beiersdorf East Africa, they have made it their

      business to help their consumers to look and feel young forever. They recently turned 20 and according to

      Managing Director Nicolas Maurer, they are going to stick around. 

      Time waits for nobody and as the wheel of time turns, our appearances change but Beiersdorf has developed a wide range of products that have made many people around the world to continue looking young. 

      Beiersdorf was founded in Hamburg, Germany, in 1890 but they opened several other offices around the     globe to take their outstanding beauty products such as Nivea Cream, Nivea Visage, Nivea Sun and others      one step further on the global market. A Nivea official explains a point to a customer at a recent event  where the company launched a new product. 

      BDF Beiersdorf East Africa is one such office catering for the entire Comesa region. Their products are      exported to Uganda, Tanzania, Rwanda, Burundi, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Sudan and the Seychelles. 

      Established 20 years ago, the company inherited a rich tradition. Like their other companies established      elsewhere, they have also taken the local needs into account and they have developed internationally      accepted brands in the region. 

      "Our products are manufactured in Kenya strictly in accordance with world standards under constant and      stringent quality control procedures," said the Managing Director. "In Kenya, we specialise in the well-known      ranges that include Nivea, Limara, Solea and Elastoplast." 

      Looking good is serious business and their slogans tell it as such. "Look beautiful always", "All your skin needs  to live", state their Limara and Solea slogans respectively. They have other fancy slogans that announce      their range of products that are essential in one's effort to look good and "forever young". 

      Their East African stable contains a number of products that have been developed in the course of the last      20 years. Limara Deo Spray was the first to be launched in 1985 and now offers a choice of three long-lasting fragrances to cater for the varying consumer preferences. Apart from the Deo Spray, they also offer Deo Squeeze, Deo Roll-on, Lotions and Brilliantine. 

      In 1986, they launched Solea pure petroleum jelly that has continued to do well in the market. "Over the      past 6 years of Solea's presence in Kenya and the East African region," explained the Managing Director,      "the brand has continued to gain popularity and is a very strong player in the jelly category." 

      In 1987, they launched Nivea Sun into the market and this was a big challenge to the company. According      to Nicolas, they were determined to introduce sun care products even if no one else had tried to do so. 

      This was followed by an eight-year lull following which they launched another Nivea product range. "Nivea Visage was launched in 1995 and changed the perception of face care in the country," explained Nicolas.

      "We introduced the full facial range: cleanser, toner and moisturiser. We educated the African woman on the  proper use of our Nivea Visage face care range through seminars, discussions at trade level, shopping malls and beauty salons." 

      In the year 2000, they launched Nivea Jelly that quickly shot to the top. It was developed in East Africa and  to date the Nicolas still sees it as a remarkable East African success story. It has developed into a major     player in the market and continues to have loyal consumers. 

      "The success of our brands is not just a matter of their quality and to the consumer," observed the     Managing Director in his message to commemorate the 20th anniversary, "it is also a matter of the way we      communicate this to them. Using a world-wide advertising approach based on uniform rules and concepts,      we adapt our campaigns to local requirements ensuring that our message reaches its target and is well      understood." 

      They have performed relatively well in spite of the economic slump and Nicolas attributes this effectiveness to the business strategies they have adopted. 

      He said: "We have been growing in the region following a strategy that has proved successful in the past      but one that is also geared to the future. 

      "Through market share growth," expounded the MD, who has been with the group for close to 10 years and      worked in various stations in Asia, Europe and America, "we continue to expand our brands to leading

      positions." 

      Through increased distribution, they have made their products available to as many people as possible.      Through innovation, they have diversified and ventured into new categories and this has led to the creation      of additional sales opportunities. They have expanded into new markets and in turn consolidated and      strengthened their regional operation. They have striven to establish themselves as the leading cosmetic      company in East Africa - a theme that is clearly outlined in the company's vision. 

      It has been a difficult journey that is laden with several challenges. Their greatest challenge has been that      of dealing with counterfeit goods. This is not limited to the Kenyan or African market alone but it is a serious      problem that they've had to contend with elsewhere. 

      Mid this year, they won a court case against a local manufacturer who had infringed on their trade mark.      "They had used the same font and colour that is close to our product and this not only fools the trust of the      consumer but it is wrong because the competition only wants to surf the wave of our product that has been      achieved by many years of hard work and investment," said the MD, who is on his first working tour of      Africa. 

      They don't just spend their time making money and to make you look and feel young, they take time to      community work. They were involved in the making of the television series Heart and Soul and they have      been involved in sports such as the Rugby Safari Sevens. 

      Through the Limara Teen Club, the company has reached out to the youth. The Nivea Environmental Run is  their most remarkable project. Organised with UNEP and the International Amateur Athletics Association, the  project is aimed at making children to be environmental ambassadors.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

UNWIRE

Nov. 26, 2002

                              WATER: Many Lack Access, Speakers Say At U.N. Panel Session The U.N. Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights held a one-day discussion Friday on the right to water, with speakers emphasizing that water should be considered a public commodity, even if delivery services are                              privatized.

                              Nov. 26, 2002

                              RESOURCES: Study Shows Humans Outconsuming Earth By 20 Percent  Humans are outconsuming the Earth's biological capacity by 20 percent,  Redefining Progress said in a report released yesterday.

                              Nov. 26, 2002

                              OZONE: Treaty Parties Consider Spending $500M-$900M On Phase-Outs As about 100 countries meet in Rome this week to decide on 2003-05  spending through the Multilateral Fund of the Montreal Protocol on      Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer, U.N. Environment Program  Executive Director Klaus Toepfer today called the complete phasing-out of chlorofluorocarbons the top priority under the protocol.

                              Nov. 25, 2002

                              DESERTIFICATION: Countries Pledge Greater Cooperation Wrapping up the inaugural two-week session of the U.N. Convention to Combat Desertification's implementation review committee, more than 400 country representatives promised Friday in Rome to strengthen cooperation   in implementing the pact.

SPECIES: Namibian Minister Threatens To Pull Out Of U.N. Convention Namibian Environment and Tourism Minister Philemon Malima said last week that Namibia may pull out of the Convention on International Trade in  Endangered Species and sell off its ivory stockpiles on its own if CITES  continues to block the sale.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

U.S. Backs Out of Pollution Register Treaty Group 

                      GENEVA, Switzerland, November 25, 2002 (ENS) - The United States today   pulled out of a United Nations conference to finalize an international agreement that will provide the public with greater access to information about sources of pollution. The treaty will require participating countries to collect and publish information on the quantities of pollutants released from certain industrial sources. 

                      The U.S. delegation announced at this morning's session that it would not  formally join the negotiations of a working group to the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-Making and Access to Justice in                      Environmental Matters, also known as the Aarhus Convention. 

                      A source familiar with the U.S. position said the United States believes the  proposals for pollution release and transfer registers do not go far enough. 

                                                Industrial pollution in England (Photo by Ian Britton courtesy Freefoto)

One of the primary U.S. concerns is that  that several European countries favor a system that reports waste without specifying specific pollutants, rather than one that details individual  pollutants. 

                                                The U.S. delegation withdrew because it does not see the model emerging from                                           the meeting as a good global model, the source said. 

                                                The Aarhus Convention's working group on pollution release and transfer                                                registers is meeting this week in Geneva to hammer out the final details of the   public information protocol. 

                      It will cover information on the disposal, storage, recycling and treatment of industrial pollutants. The information will be compiled into publicly available  pollutant release and transfer registers. 

                      According to its statement, the U.S. delegation believes that the text of the  resolution does not adequately address several areas, including public access  to chemical-specific information concerning transfers of wastes. 

                      While the United States has neither signed nor ratified the Aarhus  Convention, a U.S. delegation had participated in talks leading up to this week's meeting, which is the seventh meeting of the working group on pollutant release and transfer registers. 

                      Environmentalists are upset with the U.S. withdrawal because it is one of a  few nations that already has a well established system of pollution reporting. The U.S. Toxics Release Inventory was set up in 1986 and is a publicly  available database from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. It   contains information on releases of some 650 chemicals and chemical   categories from industries including manufacturing, metal and coal mining, electric utilities, hazardous waste and others. 

                      "This is very disappointing news. The U.S. departure increases the likelihood  that this new right-to-know law will be a weak instrument, and unfortunately  strengthens the EU [European Union] countries' hand," said Friends of the

                      Earth pollution researcher Mary Taylor, speaking on behalf of the coalition of         nongovernmental organizations European ECO Forum.   "Issues now at risk include draft text concerning the public's right to know about on-site disposal and off-site destinations of hazardous wastes," Taylor  said. 

                      U.S. State Department officials declined to comment. 

                      Friends of the Earth and other environmental groups sounded warnings ahead of this week's meeting as they believe several European countries are looking for ways to weaken the new protocol by excluding some chemicals and  radioactive waste. 

                      Corus Steelworks, Teeside, England (Photo courtesy Freefoto)

                      The majority of issues  must be finalized during  this meeting, including  the final list of chemicals and whether the disposal or storage of hazardous chemicals on-site should be included. 

                      There is also debate over whether some chemicals linked to cancer should be excluded from the registers, and the exact list of industries and activities to be covered is yet to be determined. 

                      Most Parties to the convention are opposed to including nuclear facilities under the treaty. 

                      "The protocol should be a step forward for many countries, but the lack of ambition - particularly from the EU - is dismal," Taylor said. 

                      "The public should have the right to know what chemicals are being discharged by companies and where they are being stored," she said.  "Protecting certain sectors such as the nuclear industry from public scrutiny,  or avoiding the inclusion of cancer causing chemicals, is scandalous." 

                      In addition, environmentalists are specifically concerned that parties aim to exclude from the registers beryllium, chromium VI and styrene. 

                      Beryllium is a lightweight metal commonly used in electronic appliances, golf clubs and non-sparking tools. It is found in coal, oil, certain rock minerals, volcanic dust, and soil. Beryllium is toxic and can cause lung cancer and skin disease. 

                      Chromium is produced by burning coal and fossil fuels; it is used in stainless steel plating, chrome plating and leather tanning. Manufacturing or disposal  of products or chemical containing chromium, releases chromium VI, a carcinogen, into the air, soil and water. 

                      Styrene is a synthetic chemical used in rubber, plastics, insulation, fiberglass  and auto parts. It is considered a possible carcinogen, and some studies of  people who work closely with styrene have shown that breathing it may cause leukemia. 

                      The Aarhus Convention was signed in 1998 by 35 countries from Europe and Central Asia and is named for the Danish city where the signing occurred. It is open to countries within the Economic Commission for Europe (ECE) as well  as to states having consultative status with the ECE. This includes the United  States and Canada. 

                      The convention requires signatories to provide environmental information to  the public unless it would adversely impact international relations, security and national defense. It covers the energy sector, the mineral and chemical industries, waste management, industrial plants, dams, quarries, and the  release of genetically modified organisms. 

                                                          At the ceremony marking the  entry into force of the Aarhus Convention, children tug  open the Doors to Democracy.    (Photo courtesy UNECE)

                                                          By June 2001, 17 countries had ratified the convention, and it                                                      entered into effect on October 30, 2001. Five  more have ratified the  treaty since then. 

                                                          The United Nations  touts the Aarhus Convention as a new                                                     kind of environmental agreement, one that  links environmental rights with human  rights. It acknowledges  that humanity owes an obligation to future generations and establishes that  sustainable development can be achieved only through the involvement of all stakeholders. 

                      United Nations Secretary General Kofi Annan has hailed the Aarhus Convention as the "the most ambitious venture in the area of environmental democracy so far undertaken under the auspices of the United Nations." 

                      "Although regional in scope, the significance of the Aarhus Convention is global," Annan said. "It is by far the most impressive elaboration of principle 10 of the Rio Declaration, which stresses the need for citizen's participation in environmental issues and for access to information on the environment held by public authorities." 

                      Annan has described the Aarhus Convention as a giant step forward in the development of international law in the environmental field. 

                      It is the first international, legally binding mechanism for access to information, public participation in decision making and access to justice in  environmental matters. 

                      This meeting of the convention's working group on pollution release and  transfer registers will continue through November 29. The final version of the  protocol is expected to be formally voted on by the convention's parties at a  May 2003 meeting in Kiev, Ukraine. 

                      Find out more about the Aarhus Convention online at:  http://www.unece.org/env/pp/ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Asia Pulse 

Philippines phasing out ozone-depleting substances 
The Philippines is succeeding in its efforts to phase out ozone-depleting substances (ODS), with      consumption of CFC-11 and CFC-12 falling to only 1,151 metric tons. Environment and Natural Resources      Secretary Heherson Alvarez said the entire ODS consumption in 2002 is likely to reach only slightly over      1,300 metric tons, far below the required ceiling of 1,509 metric tons for year 2005, and even less than the      quota of 1,360 MT for 2006. * He was optimistic that the country will soon receive the US$10.58 million      grant from the Multilateral Fund (MLF) for the implementation of the Montreal Protocol. 

      * This will help fulfill the Philippine's commitment to a zero-level consumption by year 2010. 

      SUMMARY 

      Philippines is more than three years ahead of its targets for phasing-out ozone-depleting substances: govt

_________________________________________________________________________________________

PANA

 South Africa hosts first African botanical gardens congress 
                       Cape Town, South Africa (PANA) -  South Africa's Minister of Environmental Affairs and Tourism, Mohammed Valli Moosa, has   launched the first African Botanical Congress in Durban, marking

              the first time in history that representatives from botanical gardens throughout Africa have come together to discuss the sustainability of continent's botanical gardens.

              Delivering a keynote address Monday, Moosa said the Congress was  the ideal opportunity for African and international delegates to discuss and charter the way forward for botanical gardens in

              Africa, amidst all the social, environmental and economic challenges facing the continent.

              Moosa said the World Summit on Sustainable Development, which was recently hosted by South Africa, had agreed on the need to protect the world's biodiversity.

              The Johannesburg Plan of Implementation, which was adopted by consensus at the summit, includes, among other targets, reversing  the trend of biodiversity loss by 2010.

              "The challenge for botanical gardens in Africa is the extent to which they can, both individually and collectively, through their actions and programmes, contribute to reducing the loss of our continent's plant diversity, upon which millions of Africans depend," said Moosa.

              One of the major outcomes anticipated from the Congress are the establishment of an African Botanical Gardens Network and an Action  Plan for African Botanical Gardens.

              The Action Plan will provide a much-needed focus for many botanical gardens in Africa and should include issues such as  training and capacity building, public education and awareness,  information technology and dissemination as well as integrated conservation projects and initiatives.

              Moosa also launched a new garden, dubbed "The Garden of Senses",  which is aimed specifically at people without sight.

              He praised the creation of the garden as a fulfilment of the Constitutional obligation to ensure that all South Africans have equal access to the country's natural resources.

              Cape Town - 26/11/2002
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Africa News 

Saving the Ozone Layer 

      Ozone is a poisonous pale blue gas having a pungent smell. It is an allotrope of oxygen. Each molecule of      ozone is made up of three oxygen atoms, and virtually present in almost all altitude of the earth atmosphere

      from the surface up to at least 100km. 

      Although ozone concentrations in the troposphere and the lower atmosphere are much less than in the      stratosphere, the stratospheric ozone greatly influences the thermal radiation balance of the lower      atmosphere. A reduction in the ozone concentration in the stratosphere means more solar radiation reaches      the troposphere and earth's surface, thereby increasing the surface warming. However, reduce levels of      ozone in the stratosphere, also mean that as the stratosphere absorbs less longer wavelength and solar      radiation, there is less emission to the troposphere, which in turn causes the surface of the earth to cool.

      The ozone concentrations found in the stratosphere between the altitudes of 10km to 50km, is what is      known as Ozone Layer. The distribution of ozone molecules in this part of the atmosphere is so thin that if      the ozone molecules are all collected, they would be as thin as the skin of orange. 

      Why is the Ozone layer important? 

      The importance of the ozone layer is its role in reducing significance of harmful ultraviolet (UV-B) rays rom the sun reaching the earth's surface. Any significant decrease of the ozone layer will result in increased      UV-B radiation reaching the surface of the earth. The ozone layer provides a protective shield for plant and      animal life from UV-B radiation, which, in high doses can be particularly harmful to all living organisms. 

      The absorption of UV-B radiation from the sun by the ozone layer also creates a source of heat, playing a      key role in the temperature structure of the atmosphere. 

      Depletion to the ozone layer 

      The first clear sign of damage to the ozone layer was reported in 1985 by the British Antarctic survey team      that had been measuring ozone levels over the Antarctic since 1957. The team observed that in every      southern hemisphere spring, ozone was almost completely destroyed over the Antarctic, covering a region to      size of united states and as deep as mount Everest. Research also shows that since 1979 total ozone has      declined by some 5% over Antarctic throughout the year as a whole. 

      What causes ozone depletion? 

      A scientific research conducted by Prof. FS Rowland and M Moline (1974) suggested that the continues      emission of chlorofluocarbons (CFCS) would deplete the stratospheric ozone layer. Because of their chemical      stability, CFCS do not breakdown in the lower atmosphere until they reach the stratosphere, where they are      eventually broken down by ultraviolet radiation, releasing act as catalysts in the destruction of ozone. The      net result is the freeing of a diatomic oxygen molecule from the ozone molecule. This destructive process is      repeated many times by a single chlorine atom. Other ozone depleting substances are Halons, carbon      tetrachloride, methyl chloroforms and methyl bromide. 

      Harmful consequences of ozone layer depletion 

      Any rise in the amount of UV-B reaching the earth's surface has potential harmful effects on human halt,      animals, plants, microorganisms, materials and air quality. For human, long term exposure to UV-B is      associated with the risk of eye damage, suppression of immune systems, malignant melanoma in lightskinned      people. Highly exposure to UV-B radiation is a key risk factor in the development of skin cancer in countries      of higher latitude in both the northern and southern hemispheres. Melanoma is now one of the most common

      cancers among light-skinned people in certain regions of the world. 

      Animals are subjected to similar effects due to increased UV-B radiation. Marine life especially, is particularly vulnerable. 

      Increase level of UV-B radiation harms the early developmental stages of fish, shrimps, crabs and other      aquatic lives. It significantly reduces the productivity of phytoplankton, the foundation of aquatic food-chain plant growth may also be directly affected, reducing crop yield, damaging forests, reduce the  productivity of marine and terrestrial ecosystems contributing to global warming. 

      The Gambia's responses 

      The government of the Gambia showing its firm commitment to phase-out consumption of ozone depleting      substances (ODSs) ratified the Vienna convention for the protection of ozone layer in may 1990 and      Montreal protocol on substances that deplete the ozone layer in June 1990. The Gambia has also ratified      the London amendments to the Montreal protocol in 1995. 

      The national ozone office within the national environmental agency established in 1997, has started the      implementation of the institutional strengthening project phase 11, and a national technical working group      was created in 1998 to control, monitor and eliminate ozone depleting substances in the Gambia. 

      The ozone depleting substances regulations which was amended in 2002, and prepared under "section 37" of  the national environment management act (NEMA) in 1994 to control the consumption of ODS such as      Halons, CFCS data on ODS consumption for The Gambia for the year 2001 is 6.9 metric tones.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Fresh evidence of 'eclipse wind'

               The eclipse caused weather disturbances.

  Researchers have confirmed the existence of a so-called "eclipse wind," often reported anecdotally

               during a solar eclipse. 

               The finding comes from what they say is the most comprehensive set of weather measurements made               during a solar eclipse: British scientists say they detected two significant events. 

               The 11 August 1999 eclipse, visible over Britain, Europe  and the Middle East, produced detectable atmospheric pressure fluctuations as well as the so-called "eclipse wind." 

               The fleeting eclipse affected wind patterns beneath it over a region several thousand km across, which moved across the Earth with the shadow of the Moon. 

               Cold-core cyclone 

               The total solar eclipse of August 1999 aroused  unprecedented interest in Europe and the Middle East               from the public and scientists alike. 

               Dr Karen Aplin, from the Rutherford Appleton Laboratory near Oxford, and Dr Giles Harrison from the University of Reading placed accurate weather recording equipment in the path of the eclipse, and compared its recordings with data collected at Reading, which was  slightly to one side of the path of totality. 

               "The meteorological effects of eclipses are not well  understood and high quality data are unusual," Dr Aplin told BBC News Online. 

               "We hoped to investigate the controversy over whether  there is such a thing as an "eclipse wind", which is often anecdotally reported," she added. 

               According to the scientists their measurements are the  first accurate recordings of the weather changes during  an eclipse. 

             "The instruments did detect very small changes which  occurred in the cloudy conditions in Cornwall. Combining  the data with that obtained in Reading enabled us to determine a structure for the wind patterns associated with the eclipse." 

               Wind patterns were subtly altered over a region several  thousand km across by the cooling induced when the Sun's rays were blocked out. 

               In particular, the researchers found that a so-called  gentle "cold-cored cyclone" was induced at Reading during the eclipse because of the prevailing cloudy conditions coupled with the slight temperature change. 

               A cold-cored cyclone is a roughly circular pattern of winds with air at the centre sinking to feed the outward  flow. 

               "We found that the prevailing weather conditions were disturbed even in the cloudy area, and we found a wind circulation which moved with the Moon's shadow," says  Dr Apiln. 

               "After the eclipse had passed the wind patterns returned to their pre-eclipse values." 

               "However, we also observed small fluctuations in  atmospheric pressure at Reading for a few hours after  the eclipse. These were probably eclipse-induced waves caused by cooling in the upper atmosphere, slowly propagating down to the surface." 

               While the researchers say the cold-cored cyclone model is a good one to explain what they observed, they add  that it does not fully explain the wind patterns seen along the boundary between the region of the total and  partial eclipse. 

               The research is published in the Proceedings of the  Royal Society.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Tuesday, 26 November, 2002, 09:32 GMT 

               New ape population found
               The largest tree-living mammal  A secret population of orang-utans has been discovered  in the forests of the island of Borneo. 

               Conservationists believe about 2,000 rare apes are living out of sight in a remote lowland region of East  Kalimantan. 

               The find, if confirmed, will raise the number of known  orang-utans in the world by about 10%. 

               It offers hope of saving the  endangered primate from extinction in the wild. 

               The claim, by researchers from the US-based conservation group Nature  Conservancy, is based on               signs of nests made by the apes. 

               A survey of forest terrain suggests between 1,000 and 2,500 orang-utans are living  in the area unnoticed, until  now. 

               "This group could be one of the three largest populations in the world," said Linda Engstrom on the group's website. 

               Engstrom, and colleague Bhayu Pamungk, spent four   months searching dense areas of forest with teams of  local villagers they had trained. 

               Logging threat 

               Orang-utans, like gorillas and chimpanzees, are often  described as the closest relatives of humans. 

               They are in grave danger of extinction, because their habitat is under threat from illegal logging, forest fires nd gold mining. 

               Wild orang-utans exist only on two south-east Asian islands,  Borneo and Sumatra. 

               An estimated 9,000 orang-utans survive in  northern Sumatra, mainly  near one national park,

               while some 10,000 to 15,000 orang-utans  remain in Borneo. 

               Primate experts have  predicted that the apes will  be found only in zoos by the year 2020 unless

               immediate steps are taken  to protect them. 

               According to a report by  the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep), the annual 5% loss of habitat means there will be virtually   no intact forest left for them by 2030. 

               London-based  Orang-utan Foundation   International says there has been a dramatic decline in wild

               orang-utan populations  throughout the tropical rainforests of Borneo and Sumatra. 

               "The discovery of a large, biologically viable, previously unsurveyed  orang-utan population in

               East Kalimantan is very  significant," said scientist and conservationist   Dr Birute Galdikas, the president of the foundation. 

               "This find extends the orang-utan's known  range and gives us hope that we can save  orang-utan populations from extinction in the wild."

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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UNEP reaffirms support for NEPAD 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Nairobi based UN Environmental Programme said Tuesday that it was committed to seeing the environmental element of the New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD) succeed. UNEP Regional Office for Africa Director Sekou Toure told a three-day workshop for African environmental journalists that UNEP was keenly involved in the affairs of NEPAD with a view to seeing its success. "As a primary focus for its support, UNEP will lay emphasis on capacity building, a priority area identified by NEPAD," he said. Also receiving priority treatment would be the African Union, whose technical committee is envisaged to be the engine of all environmental issues on the continent, the director said. Toure hailed the African Ministerial Conference on Environment  (AMCEN), saying that in its short existence it had achieved much. It was due to the commitment of African ministers that UNEP had availed substantial support to AMCEN"s activities, he said. The director said AMCEN had been a powerful tool which has facilitated the work of UNEP in the region and given UNEP a broader visibility in the region, he added. "UNEP will continue to maintain its support and linkages with AMCEN, especially given the support UNEP continues to enjoy from African governments," he said. The workshop has drawn participants from across the continent.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng028851&dte=26/11/2002
Cape Verde to get environment volunteers' Committee 

Praia, Cape Verde (PANA) - Cape Verde is to set up a youth volunteers' Committee for environment protection, sources at the Ministry of Environment, Agriculture and Fisheries said Tuesday. According to the sources, the government of Venezuela is to fund the scheme with two million US dollars, through the UN volunteer's programme. It would help mobilisation and awareness campaigns on environmental protection and preservation, especially to stem desertification. Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez and his Cape Verdean counterpart Pedro Pires signed the accord for the funding of the programme at the 5th meeting of the UN Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD), held in October in Geneva, Switzerland.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng028841&dte=26/11/2002
South Africa hosts first African botanical gardens congress 

Cape Town, South Africa (PANA) - South Africa's Minister of Environmental Affairs and Tourism, Mohammed Valli Moosa, has launched the first African Botanical Congress in Durban, marking the first time in history that representatives from botanical gardens throughout Africa have come together to discuss the sustainability of continent's botanical gardens. Moosa said the Congress was the ideal opportunity for African and international delegates to discuss and charter the way forward for botanical gardens in Africa, amidst all the social, environmental and economic challenges facing the continent. Moosa said the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation, which was adopted by consensus at WSSD, includes, among other targets, reversing the trend of biodiversity loss by 2010. One of the major outcomes anticipated from the Congress is the establishment of an African Botanical Gardens Network and an Action Plan for African Botanical Gardens.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng028833&dte=26/11/2002
Death toll from Moroccan flood rises to 35 

Rabat, Morocco (PANA) - At least 35 people have died and eight others reported missing in floods after Sunday's heavy rains in Morocco, according to official toll. State Television TVM reported that most of the victims were swept away by the flood and authorities fear the death toll could be higher. A delegation led by Home Affairs Minister El Mostapha Sahel has visited the scene of the tragedy to assess the damage and determine necessary measures to assist the

affected population.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng028807&dte=26/11/2002
Authorities close four Algerian mineral water factories 

Algiers, Algeria (PANA) - The Control Unit of Algeria's Trade Ministry has ordered the closure of four mineral water factories in the country and instituted legal action against them, for producing products unfit for consumption and with labeling defects. No further details were available on the measures against the factories or their location. There are 17 mineral water production companies spread across Algeria's 12 Prefectures, many of them privately owned.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng028781&dte=26/11/2002
Garbage Recycling Policy For Nairobi

The Nation (Nairobi): The Nairobi City Council will soon launch a garbage recycling policy to deal with the 1,600 tones of waste generated by residents daily. Town Clerk Jack Mbugua at the same time said the council was concerned over the heavy pollution of Nairobi rivers. He, however, said the council was addressing the pollution issue and was carrying out research on the problem. Mr. Mbugua was speaking yesterday in his office when he received members of the Interim Task Force on Solid Waste Management in Nairobi. The task force is working on a sustainable solid waste management plan for the city, with emphasis on poverty alleviation. He said one of the aims of the task force was to develop a recycling plan to assist the communities to earn an income from solid waste.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200211260769.html
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Topical News Issues

Chinese Premier Affirms Sustainable Development Strategy
China Daily, Nov 26, 2002 - China will boost its capacity for environmental protection and sustainable development in the process of building a relatively comfortable society, Chinese Premier Zhu Rongji said Monday in Beijing.
…The CCICED, launched in 1992, held its annual meeting last weekend. Its members include such high-profile Chinese and foreign officials and experts as Director of China's State Environmental Protection Administration Xie Zhenhua, and Klaus Topfer, deputy secretary-general of the United Nations and executive director of the UN's Environment Program.
http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/200211/26/eng20021126_107451.shtml 

U.N. award for environmentalist Ashok Khosla 
News India-Times, Nov 29, 2002 (By GANESH S. LAKSHMAN) - NEW YORK: Environmentalist Ashok Khosla was honored with the prestigious 2002 United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP) Sasakawa Environment Prize for “having created jobs for thousands of rural and urban poor in India.” 
http://www.newsindia-times.com/2002/11/29/india-award17.html 

Largest Botanical Garden Takes Root in Northwest China
China Daily, Nov 26, 2002 - China will spend nearly 1.4 billion yuan (US$170 million) over 10 years to build the world's largest Qinling Botanical Garden, covering an area of 458 square kilometres.
Funds come from four channels: budgets of the provincial government and the State Environmental Protection Administration, money from the Global Environmental Facility (GEF), banks and private investments.
State Environmental Protection Administration officials called on the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) to support the construction of the garden at the Second GEF Membership Conference, which was held in October in China.
http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/200211/26/eng20021126_107477.shtml 

China works to clean up oil spill off east coast
Reuters, Nov 27, 2002 – CHINA: BEIJING - A Chinese crew is working around the clock to clean up an oil spill from a Maltese tanker which collided with a Chinese boat in thick fog off the northern port of Tianjin, maritime officials said yesterday.
http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/18796/story.htm 

Nearly 700,000 Cambodians short of food – WFP
Reuters, Nov 26, 2002 – CAMBODIA: PHNOM PENH - A freak combination of severe droughts followed by floods in the last six months has left more than half a million Cambodians short of food for the rest of the year, the United Nations said yesterday.
http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/18774/newsDate/26-Nov-2002/story.htm
__________________________________________________________________________________
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JAMAICA:
Tourist Sector Braces for Fallout from U.S. Sniper Trial 

Zadie Neufville 


KINGSTON, Nov 26 (IPS) - As U.S. officials prepare to bring sniper suspects John Lee Malvo and John Allen Mohamed to trial, the Jamaican tourism sector is bracing itself for the fallout from the negative publicity surrounding a native son. 

Officials fear that Malvo's link to Jamaica could seriously damage an already limping tourism sector. 

”Each time our name is projected in a negative way, it hurts us,” Josef Forstmayr, president of the Jamaica Hotel and Tourist Association, told journalists recently. ”It was being reported that both suspects had Jamaican connections - whenever this is so, the result is always lethal.” 

The shooting spree and arrest of the Jamaican-born Malvo, 17, and Mohamed triggered a meeting between Foreign Affairs and Trade Minister Keith Knight and the U.S. Ambassador to Jamaica, Sue Cobb, the first of many efforts to limit the effects of the attacks of this land's tourism fortunes. 

During the first few days of Malvo's capture last month, Jamaican officials withdrew all advertising from U.S. television, hoping to prevent a repeat of events last year when shoe bomber Richard Reid was identified as Jamaican. 

Reid's attempts to ignite a bomb on board a Miami-bound aircraft and his reported links to the island, short-circuited a buoyant Jamaican campaign to win tourists back after the events of Sep. 11 and a July 2001 shoot-out between police and gunmen in the capital Kingston, which killed 27 people. 

About 52 percent of tourists who visit Jamaica come from the United States. 

Tourism generates 45 percent of Jamaica's foreign exchange earnings and provides one in four jobs. 

But the high crime rate and violence lately associated with the island have made it harder to sell its paradise image to traditional markets like the United States and United Kingdom. 

While the Jamaica Tourist Board (JTB) constantly points out that the violence is confined to small pockets of the country, officials admit it is becoming harder to sell the island as an idyllic retreat. 

”It takes so much to recover and it is so discouraging when we have to go back to partners to try and reassure them that as far as the tourism centres are concerned, nothing is happening,” says outgoing director of tourism, Fay Pickersgill. 

Tourism has fallen dramatically since 9/11. New and emerging competition as well as economic slowdowns in major markets like the United States, Germany and Japan has pushed hotel occupancies down by 18-35 per cent. 

In the last year, the tourism sector has shrunk and thousands have lost their jobs as small properties have closed and larger ones have laid off workers. 

While there are no figures to substantiate his claims, Forstmayr believes that between 7,000 and 8,000 jobs have disappeared in the hotels, despite efforts to contain the cuts to fewer than 10 per cent as of a year ago, when the tourist industry accounted for some 50,000 direct jobs. 

Jamaica Promotions (JAMPRO), a quasi-governmental trade promotion agency is projecting that some 1,960 new jobs will emerge from several tourist projects by 2003, but that is not enough to replace the ones lost. 

”We are having to fight for every single thing we have. Our biggest market, Florida, is also our biggest competitor,” John Bell, executive director of the Caribbean Hotel Association (CHA) told the recently concluded Caribbean Media Exchange. 

Riding on a wave of new confidence and several promotions, tourism officials were looking at a rebound in the marketplace just months ago. But the outlook now is not good. 

First came the revelation of Malvo's Jamaican heritage. That was followed by a sharp rise in the murder rate, which, at the beginning of October, was down 17 percent compared to 2001 but jumped last month. Jamaica has one of the highest murder rates in the world, with about 940 people killed so far this year and 1,033 killed last year. 

Barring any major event, like a war between the United States and Iraq, the industry anticipates that business will recover in the four-month winter season that begins Dec. 15, based on responses to current promotions. But much of that business is in discounted packages, some offering as much as 50 per cent off regular costs. 

The JTB anticipates that Jamaica will end 2002 with at best a 1.6 per cent decline in performance. Latest figures already show an 11 per cent drop in stopover arrivals, with the six-month figures from January-June showing 634,000 guests, compared to 709,000 in the same period last year. 

”There is nothing much we can do except to take a pro-active approach,” Forstmayr said. ”The Jamaica Tourist Board and its public relations firm Peter Martin and Associates are working behind the scenes to counter whatever negative press we have been getting.” 

Once again, the tourism sector is hoping that people will overlook Malvo's role in the sniper shootings as an isolated incident. In the words of 16-year-old, high-school student Roxanne Williams: ”Most people should be able to see that the actions of one misguided person should not be used to judge all of us.”

ECUADOR:
Gutiérrez to Pay 'Social Debt' to the Poor 

Kintto Lucas 

The triumph of former colonel Lucio Gutiérrez in Sunday's runoff election in Ecuador has brought this Andean country's indigenous movement, the best-organised in the Americas, to power, his followers claim. 

Gutiérrez, who garnered 54.4 percent of the vote, against the 45.6 percent of his rival, banana tycoon Alvaro Noboa, told IPS that he would create a government of national unity, which would ''put emphasis on the social debt'' in this Andean nation where nearly 80 percent of the population is living in poverty.

QUITO, Nov 25 (IPS) - The triumph of former colonel Lucio Gutiérrez in Sunday's runoff election in Ecuador has brought this Andean country's indigenous movement, the best-organised in the Americas, to power. 

Gutiérrez, who garnered 54.4 percent of the vote, against the 45.6 percent of his rival, banana tycoon Alvaro Noboa, told IPS that he would create a government of national unity, which would ''put emphasis on the social debt'' in this Andean nation where nearly 80 percent of the population is living in poverty. 

''I want to issue a call for national unity,'' said Gutiérrez, who invited all political forces ''to wear the yellow, blue and red t-shirt, with the colours of the national flag.'' 

The president-elect was backed by an alliance between his 21 January Patriotic Society party and the Pachakutik Movement for Multinational Unity -- the political arm of the powerful Confederation of Indigenous Nationalities of Ecuador (CONAIE). 

''Millions of Ecuadoreans have deposited their trust and confidence in me, and I am not going to let them down. I have to be the best president. I won in the first and second round, and now I must win the third round, which is the most difficult: governing,'' he added. 

''This is the triumph of a simple people who are waking up to become the protagonists of great moments in the history of Latin America,'' said the president-elect, who won the first round of elections on Oct 20 with 20.73 percent of the vote, followed by Noboa, Ecuador's richest man and biggest banana exporter, who won 17.37 percent. 

Some 3.5 million of Ecuador's 12 million people are Indians belonging to 11 ethnic groups: the Quechua, Awa, Chachi, Epera, Tsáchila, Cofán, Siona, Secoya, Huaorani, Achuar and Shuar. 

The rest of the population is mainly of mixed-race Indian, European and black heritage. 

On Jan 21, 2000, disgruntled junior military officers led by Gutiérrez threw their support behind an indigenous uprising and toppled then-president Jamil Mahuad, who was replaced by then vice- president Gustavo Noboa (no relation to Alvaro). 

Gutiérrez, 45, who has degrees in business administration and physical education, said ''We are dreaming of a more just, honest and democratic country, worthy of bequeathing to our children. To achieve that we will put the priority on social security, food security and legal security in our country.'' 

Gutiérrez's triumph was applauded by the president of CONAIE, Leonidas Iza, as ''a historic day, a day of hope. 

''We have been excluded for so long. At this moment we have created a hope for change -- not only for indigenous people, but for all of the dispossessed, abandoned sectors who have been cheated for so long,'' Iza, the head of the movement that will form the main support base of the future government, told IPS. 

Iza said Ecuador's Indians want ''profound changes in this country, because so far its leaders have only governed for a handful of Ecuadoreans, not for everyone. 

''This will be a government for all 12 million Ecuadoreans, which is why hope is being reborn for this humble and neglected people,'' he added. 

Political analysts interpret Gutiérrez's triumph as part of a current of change sweeping through South America. They draw a parallel between his arrival to power and that of populist Venezuelan President Hugo Chávez, also a former military officer who led a failed coup d'etat, back in 1992. 

Observers also point to similarities with the recent election of Brazilian president-elect Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva. 

In addition, they point to the strong showing by the leader of Bolivia's coca farmers, Evo Morales, who came in second in this year's presidential elections in that country, which were won by Gonzalo Sánchez de Lozada. 

The controversial Chávez, to whom Gutiérrez has been repeatedly compared, said the retired colonel's victory signifies ''the rebellion of the peoples of this continent against the oligarchies, the media campaigns, the lies. 

''They have called him a coup-leader, they have insulted him in so many ways, and here we see the Ecuadorean people voting for Lucio Gutiérrez,'' he said. 

In the campaign, Gutiérrez's alliance with the indigenous movement and his promise to redistribute wealth led his rivals to raise the specter of a ''communist government,'' and gave rise to jitters among multilateral credit institutions and foreign investors. 

Chávez said he was a friend of Gutiérrez, who he admired for his ''fight against corruption and his criticism of the adherence by the countries of Latin America to the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA) which is in the process of creation, because it is negative for the development of our nations.'' 

Gutiérrez said his triumph, like that of former steelworker Lula, the head of the leftist Workers' Party in Brazil, show that a new current is arising in Latin America. ''This is a demonstration that people want change, not only in Ecuador and Brazil, but in all of Latin America.'' 

He insisted that the region wants positive changes, and that ''the social debt must be paid.'' However, he clarified that this did not mean his government would fail to honour the country's obligations, like the foreign debt. 

Gutiérrez said he would push for the creation of a regional bloc that goes beyond the Andean Community trade bloc (made up of Ecuador, Bolivia, Colombia, Peru and Venezuela). He did not rule out the possibility of meeting over the next few months with Lula -- who takes office on Jan 1 -- and other presidents interested in working towards that objective. 

''We want a historic opportunity that we must build together. But we must also strengthen our trade relations with the United States, the European Union, and the countries of Asia, since that is the only way we'll be able to pull ahead,'' he added. 

With respect to the future FTAA, which is opposed by Ecuador's leftist and indigenous movements, he argued that for his country to enter the continent-wide free trade agreement under the conditions that are currently projected would amount to suicide. 

''We must talk and see if it is possible to transform that threat into an opportunity,'' said Gutiérrez, who will have to work with a Congress in which his group of legislators will be just one of several minority forces. 

''Some governments have dedicated themselves solely to governing in benefit of the economic and political elites. It is time to sit down at a table with the dispossessed and the poor of our nations as well,'' he stressed. 

The president-elect told IPS that his idea was to invite representatives of a broad range of social sectors, including farmers, manufacturers, business leaders, and ''honest bankers,'' in a government that will maintain equilibrium between sound macroeconomic fundamentals and the fight against poverty. 

''We will work hard to keep our accounts balanced, fight the budget deficit, and maintain positive macroeconomic figures,'' he said. 

However, ''that won't be of any use unless there is a more even distribution of wealth, and if we fail to put an emphasis on the need to reactivate production to generate more employment, and fail to combat poverty,'' he argued. 

After the first vote, on Oct 20, Gutiérrez toned down his leftist, populist discourse. 

He took a vague stance on several controversial questions like the FTAA, Ecuador's adoption of the dollar as the local currency two years ago, and the use of the Manta military base by U.S. forces for anti-drug trafficking operations. 

He also travelled to the United States to meet with representatives of the U.S. government, foreign investors, and International Monetary Fund authorities, irritating some sectors who backed him, which protested that what was needed was a more radical stance, to clearly mark him as the candidate of the left. 

Indigenous lawmaker Nina Pacari, who accompanied Gutiérrez on his visit to the United States and took part in the meetings there, said the Pachakutik movement ''assumed that it was necessary to clear up the fears created by Alvaro Noboa's irresponsible claims that our government would not respect private property, and would hinder foreign investment.'' 

The congresswoman, who looks slated to become Gutiérrez's foreign minister, said the then-candidate was asked in the meetings about his alliance with the indigenous movement, which was described as a ''violent'' sector. 

''He pointed out that the marginalisation that indigenous people have experienced for centuries has led them to stage uprisings and fight for their rights,'' a characteristic that will be ''very useful in building a different sort of country,'' said Pacari.

ENVIRONMENT:
Oceans Deteriorate as Law of the Sea Turns 20 

Thalif Deen 


UNITED NATIONS, Nov 25 (IPS) - Despite 20 years of protection by an international treaty, the world's oceans are in deeper trouble than ever before, says a U.N. report released Monday. 

The vast resources of the oceans, whose economic benefits are estimated at over seven trillion dollars annually, are being threatened by pollution, overexploitation and destruction of marine environments, the world body said. 

''Coastal areas - the most productive marine environments - are the most affected,'' says the 16-page study, Oceans: the Source of Life. 

More than one-half of the world's six billion people currently live within 100 kilometres of the coast. By 2025, about 75 percent will live in coastal areas, it adds. 

''The large scale movements of populations to coastal areas have been coupled with a significant increase in economic activity and industrialisation along the coastline - such as oil and gas exploration, mining, fish farming, tourism, development of ports, marines and coastal defences - putting enormous pressure on coastal areas.'' 

The study comes a week after an oil tanker sank off the northwest coast of Spain, leaking more than 10,000 tons of oil and leading the government to ban fishing along 300 miles of the coast. 

A U.N. study last year concluded that ''most of the problems identified decades ago have still not been solved and many have become worse'' - despite an international convention governing the high seas. 

These include pollution from ships, ocean dumping, piracy and armed attacks, drug trafficking, and the more recent phenomena of human smuggling. 

The Law of the Sea Convention, which was negotiated over a period of 24 years beginning in 1958, was opened for signature on Dec. 10, 1982. The convention, which has 157 signatories, has been ratified by 138 countries so far. 

The United States has not ratified the treaty although it has publicly stated its intention to do so as soon as possible. 

For the first time, the convention established an internationally agreed set of rules to govern the oceans. It also created in 1996 a compulsory mechanism to settle disputes: the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea, in Hamburg, Germany. 

The 191-member General Assembly plans to honour the occasion of the convention's 20th anniversary with two days of meetings Dec. 9-10 

The convention recognises that coastal states have sovereignty over their territorial seas up to a limit of 12 nautical miles. Foreign vessels are allowed ''innocent passage'' through those waters. 

Additionally, coastal states also have sovereign rights in a 200-nautical mile exclusive economic zone (EEZ) for the use of living and non-living resources. Ninety percent of the world's fisheries fall within coastal state jurisdictions. 

The U.N. study says that approximately 90 million tons of fish are capture globally every year, supplying by far the largest source of wild protein for human consumption. The fishing industry is also a major source of employment, providing work to some 36 million people. 

While ocean fisheries have increased nearly five-fold in the past 50 years, a relative plateau has now been reached. ''This stagnation is due to the fact that most of the world's fishing areas have already reached their maximum potential for fish captures,'' it says. 

About 50 percent of stocks are already being fished at sustainable levels, and 25 percent are being over-fished, making it very unlikely that there will be substantial increases in fish captures, the document adds. 

The increase in global marine fish production in recent years - about 20 million tons a year - is mainly due to marine aquaculture (fish farming). 

The Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) has predicted that by 2030 aquaculture will dominate fish supplies, and that less than half of the fish consumed will originate in capture fisheries. 

The United Nations says that responsibility for ensuring the long-term sustainability of fish stocks within the 200 nautical mile economic zones rests with coastal states, under whose jurisdiction about 90 percent of the world's fisheries fall. 

Over the last 20 years, the convention, along with a number of complementary international instruments and voluntary agreements, has focused attention on the issue of responsible fisheries. 

''But there is still considerable room for improvement, as many states lack adequate enforcement mechanisms to ensure effective compliance with their conservation and management measures,'' the study said. 

Meanwhile, piracy and armed robbery on the high seas are on the rise. So is smuggling - especially of migrants - and drugs. 

Among the most widespread and serious, these crimes are masterminded by organised criminals who take full advantage of weaknesses in law enforcement on the oceans, the report adds. 

''The framers of the convention never envisaged many of the crimes that exist today, and as a result either included only a general provision or none at all regarding their suppression.'' 

But new treaties - including a 1988 U.N. convention against illicit traffic in narcotic drugs and a 2000 protocol against smuggling of migrants - have strengthened international cooperation to combat criminal activities at sea. 

____________________________________________________________________________________

ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS FROM NORTH AMERICAN MEDIA (RONA)

26 November 2002

For Caviar Lovers, a Sea Change, Washington Post, 26/11:  The US Interior Department's Fish and Wildlife Service recently proposed to add the beluga sturgeon, which now numbers in the thousands, to its list of endangered animals. The issue of taking caviar off the table will be discussed at a public hearing on Dec. 5.  The federal government has until July 31, 2003, to make a final determination on whether to "list" the fish as endangered.  (See http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A39229-2002Nov25.html)

BP Pulls Out of Campaign to Open Up Alaskan Area, NY Times, 26/11:  The oil giant BP has withdrawn from the lobbying group that is leading the campaign to open the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge in Alaska to drilling. The decision underscores the growing concern among oil companies that the drilling debate could damage their public image.  In the past, BP had worked closely with the lobbying group, Arctic Power, hosting journalists and Beltway politicians in Alaska in an effort to encourage them to support drilling plans. (See http://www.nytimes.com/2002/11/26/business/26OIL.html?ex=1039340701&ei=1&en=7a8d40e6499a5870)

Philanthropies Create Panel To Tackle U.S. Energy Policy, Wall Street Journal, 26/11:  Some heavyweight US funders have donated some $10 million to create a National Commission on Energy Policy, pulling together former members of the Bush and Clinton administrations and representatives from industry and environmental groups to recommend a long-range energy plan for the US.  Over the next two years, the commission intends to develop a "centrist approach" between Republicans and Democrats to avoid the type of clash that occurred this year over President Bush's proposed energy plan.  (See http://online.wsj.com/article_print/0,,SB1038268467529418348,00.html)

Bush Plan Ties Foreign Aid to Free Market and Civic Rule, NY Times, 26/11:  The White House outlined a detailed proposal today – the Millennium Challenge Account -- to set up a competition among the world's poorest nations for portions of a new $5 billion foreign aid fund. To win, countries must demonstrate that they are curbing corruption, spending more on education and following free market economic principles. Under the plan, a new federal corporation will be set up to administer the aid, and decisions will be made by a Cabinet-level panel.  Countries with a demonstrated commitment to the rule of law and predictable and sound fiscal policy have the best chance of attracting private investors, according to the White House. The foreign aid grants would essentially amount to seed money, and might be given to NGOs, as well.  (See http://www.nytimes.com/2002/11/26/international/26PREX.html?ex=1039322184&ei=1&en=2d002f068a407dd0) See also New U.S. Aid Initiative Gets Mixed Reception, IPS, 26/11 (http://www.ipsnews.net/interna.asp?idnews=14178)

Charting the seas – sensitively, Christian Science Monitor, 26/11:  On Sunday, the International Maritime Organization's measures protecting more than 3,000 square nautical miles of the Florida Keys as "a particularly sensitive sea area" go into effect. With this designation, the waters of the Keys become the first in the nation, and only the third in the world, to be highlighted on international charts with measures directing captains to navigate in an environmentally sensitive way.  Coral reefs and other vulnerable marine assets will now have safeguards to protect them from injury caused by heavy anchors and swinging chains and cables. The designation will shield sensitive coral reefs from ship groundings and pollution from accidental and operational spills. (See http://www.csmonitor.com/2002/1126/p11s01-coop.html)

Oceans Deteriorate as Law of the Sea Turns 20, IPS, 25/11:  Despite 20 years of protection by an international treaty, the world's oceans are in deeper trouble than ever before, says an overview from the Law of the Sea Secretariat.  The vast resources of the oceans, whose economic benefits are estimated at over $7 trillion annually, are being threatened by pollution, overexploitation and destruction of marine environments. ''Coastal areas - the most productive marine environments - are the most affected,'' says the 16-page study, Oceans: the Source of Life.  (See 
http://www.ipsnews.net/interna.asp?idnews=14142)

CANADA AND KYOTO PROTOCOL:

· Prime Minister Chretien says Kyoto will be ratified despite disagreement among provinces, Ottawa Citizen, 26/11 (http://www.canada.com/news/story.asp?id={54F59798-AC99-4069-9F8D-9F1713AFC6B6}

· Premiers call off Kyoto meeting with Ottawa as Commons begins debate, Montreal Gazette, 26/11 (http://www.canada.com/ottawa/story.asp?id=E8CE3FF9-26B9-4F7A-B567-5C77DEE277F0)
· Canada's Oil Sector Fights Pollution Plan, NY Times, 26/11 (http://www.nytimes.com/2002/11/26/business/worldbusiness/26WARM.html?ex=1039321882&ei=1&en=19fe44ae83a885f5)
· Kyoto debate off to rocky start, Toronto Globe and Mail, 26/11 (www.globeandmail.com/environment))
· Kyoto debate off to slow start in Parliament, CBC News, 26/11 (http://cbc.ca/stories/2002/11/25/kyoto021125)
__________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           The following is a near-verbatim transcript of today's noon briefing by Hua Jiang, Deputy Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General, and Richard Sydenham, Spokesman for the President of the General Assembly.

           Briefing by the Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General

           World AIDS Day

           As World AIDS Day falls on Sunday and there is the Thanksgiving holiday on Thursday, the Day is being

     observed today here at United Nations Headquarters.

           A short while ago, the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS launched its 2002 AIDS update in

     conjunction with the World Health Organization.  The report shows that famine in Africa is worsened by the impact of

     HIV/AIDS.  In farming communities in sub-Saharan countries, the disease has greatly decreased the capacity to

     survive famine, with output being reduced by up to 60 per cent.  Since 1985, 7 million agricultural workers in 25 African

     countries have died from AIDS.

           The epidemic is also expanding in new areas, such as Eastern Europe and Central Asia, where injecting drug

     use is the main mode of transmission.  The report cites several successes in the fight against AIDS, from South Africa

     to Ethiopia to Brazil.

           Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette is scheduled to give opening remarks at a panel discussion this

     afternoon on the theme “Live and let live”.  The discussion will be moderated by Ann Curry of the Today Show and will

     feature guest of honour Whoopi Goldberg.

           Other activities today include a panel discussion for high school students, the screening of the documentary 

     “Pandemic:  Facing AIDS” and the opening of an exhibit in the Visitors’ Lobby.  We have the text of the Deputy

     Secretary-General’s remarks available upstairs, under embargo until delivery.

           **Iraq inspections

           Today in Baghdad, the leaders of the United Nations weapons inspections teams gave a technical briefing to

     the press on their inspection activities, which will begin tomorrow.

           Dimitri Perricos, the director of the Division of Planning and Operations of the United Nations Monitoring,

     Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC), who is leading the chemical, biological and missiles inspections

     teams, and Jacques Baute, who is leading the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) action

     team in the nuclear field, explained the ways and means of conducting their respective inspections, and exhibited

     some of the instruments they plan to employ.

           Seventeen inspectors, who arrived in Baghdad yesterday, spent the day preparing for the resumption of

     inspections tomorrow.  They will leave the Baghdad Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Centre, their central base,

     for the first inspections early tomorrow morning.

           **Security Council

           This morning, the Security Council is meeting in closed consultations on the Central African Republic. 

     Assistant Secretary-General for Political Affairs Tuliameni Kalomoh briefed the Council on the latest political

     developments in that country.  Afterwards, members will resume their closed consultations on Liberia, which had

     begun yesterday.

           Yesterday afternoon, Council members heard from the Executive Chairman of the UNMOVIC, Hans Blix.  Blix

     briefed Council members in closed consultations on his, and IAEA Director-General Mohamed ElBaradei’s recent visit

     to Baghdad, as well as the discussions they had with the Iraqi authorities.

           Following more closed consultations, the Security Council unanimously adopted two resolutions.  The first

     was resolution 1442, which extends the mandate of the United Nations peacekeeping force in Cyprus until 15 June

     2003.  The second resolution extends phase XII of the United Nations oil-for-food programme for Iraq for a further nine

     days, until 4 December 2002.

           Today is the last day this month for which the Council has scheduled work, before Colombia takes over the

     rotating Presidency of the Council from China on Sunday, 1 December.  The Council has also agreed that, next month,

     the five nations that are to join the Security Council next year -- Angola, Chile, Germany, Pakistan and Spain -- will be

     invited to attend the Council’s consultations and the meetings of its subsidiary bodies.  There is a note by the

     President of the Council with more details on the racks.

           **Secretary-General concludes trip to Paris

           The Secretary-General had a series of private meetings in Paris this morning before meeting with Koichiro

     Matsuura, Director-General of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), with

     whom he discussed the United States’ decision to return to UNESCO this year, after an 18-year absence.  They

     discussed, among other subjects:  the United Nations Literacy Decade, which starts next February; preparations for

     the next meeting of the United Nations Chief Executives Board in Paris next March; and French President Jacques

     Chirac’s proposal for a convention on cultural diversity.

           They also discussed bioethics and the need for greater cooperation within the United Nations system to deal

     with ethically complex issues, such as cloning and the handling of genetic data, and Matsuura said he would convene

     a meeting of United Nations agency representatives to discuss the issue.

           The Secretary-General raised the issue of the preservation of monasteries in Kosovo, where religious sites are

     threatened by inter-communal violence and neglect, and Matsuura responded that UNESCO was already focusing on

     that issue.

           The Secretary-General left Paris in the early afternoon, and will return to New York by the weekend.

           **Kosovo

           Yesterday evening in Kosovo, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative, Michael Steiner, signed a

     directive placing all of the northern city of Mitrovica under a single municipal administration, with the United Nations

     Mission moving into the parallel structures that had been set up in northern Mitrovica and establishing offices of the

     UNMIK Administration-Mitrovica there.

           The move by the United Nations Mission into northern Mitrovica is part of the effort, announced recently by

     Steiner, to restore normalcy to the city, which has been divided in recent years into a Serb-majority north and an

     Albanian-majority south.

           Steiner yesterday gave a press conference in Mitrovica in which he said that northern Mitrovica had left an

     administrative “grey zone” and that the United Nations Mission had filled the vacuum in northern Mitrovica, by ensuring

     that it has a functioning administration.  We have copies of what Steiner said at that press conference in a press

     release upstairs.

           **UNRWA

           In a press release, the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East,

     known as UNRWA, said it filed a protest with the Israeli Defence Forces at the treatment of one of the Agency’s

     international staff members and her family.  In the early hours of 22 November, an Israeli combat unit surrounded the

     Bethlehem home of Allegra Pacheco, UNRWA’s Field Legal Officer.

           Mrs Pacheco was held at gunpoint in the open air for two hours while her house was searched, her mobile

     phone was taken from her and her car was used as a prop for Israeli weapons.  Mrs Pacheco repeatedly protested her

     United Nations status to the troops.  Those protests were ignored.

           In addition, Mrs. Pacheco’s husband, who is recognized by the United Nations as a dependent of a staff

     member, was forced to partially strip before being taken into Israeli custody. The agency has since learned that an

     11-day detention order has been issued in respect of Mrs. Pacheco’s husband.  Currently, 23 of UNRWA’s Palestinian

     staff in the West Bank are being detained by the Israeli authorities.  All but three are being held without charge. 

     UNRWA has requested explanations for each arrest, but has received no reply and is refused access to its staff after

     their arrests.  For more information, please pick up the press release upstairs.

           **Iraqi oil-for-food programme

           The weekly update from the Office of the Iraq Programme shows that the volume of Iraqi oil exports last week

     doubled from the previous week’s total, standing at 17.1 million barrels, or an average of more than 2.4 million barrels

     per day.  The estimated revenue generated from the week’s sales was about

     $365 million.  To date, more than $725.3 billion worth of humanitarian supplies and equipment have been delivered to

     Iraq under the oil-for-food programme.  The full text of the weekly update is available upstairs.

           **Angola

           In Luanda today, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Angola, Ibrahim Gambari, launched a

     consolidated inter-agency appeal for 2003 by voicing his hope that this year’s appeal will be “the last United Nations

     emergency appeal for Angola”.

           In announcing the appeal, which aims to raise $386 million, Gambari said that, now that peace is virtually

     irreversible in Angola, the international community should continue to support the consolidation of peace, and he

     appealed to all Angolans to continue to make efforts for national reconciliation and the development of democracy, as

     well.

           **UNHCR/Colombia

           United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees Ruud Lubbers today begins a four-day mission to Colombia,

     where he will focus on one of the world’s most serious internal displacement situations, with more than 2 million

     Colombians having been displaced by the continuing internal conflict.  This year alone, according to UNHCR, more

     than 200,000 people have been forced to flee their homes, and tens of thousands of others have sought refugee status

     outside Colombia.

           Lubbers is to arrive in Bogotá today, where he will meet with President Alvaro Uribe and other senior officials. 

     During his visit, the United Nations system will also present a humanitarian plan of action for Colombia.  And we have

     more details upstairs.

           **Stephen Lewis in Southern Africa

           The Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for HIV/AIDS in Africa, Stephen Lewis, will begin a three-week mission

     to five countries tomorrow.  Lewis will travel to Lesotho, Malawi, Namibia, Zambia and Zimbabwe to meet with

     Government, non-governmental organization and aid agency officials, as well as with people affected by HIV/AIDS.  He

     will also visit a range of United Nations projects in some of the worst affected areas to see what has been achieved

     and what extra action is needed.

           **Human Rights

           Today in Geneva, High Commissioner for Human Rights Sergio Vieira de Mello addressed the Committee on

     Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and said the Committee’s initiative to adopt a general comment on water would

     contribute meaningfully to the World Water Forum, to be held next March.  He also discussed with the Committee the

     Secretary-General’s recent reform initiatives for the United Nations, which include reform proposals on the

     Organization’s human rights

     work, and asked the Committee to reflect on the Secretary-General’s proposals and submit their views.

           **Press Releases

           The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) today announced that about 100 governments are about

     to agree on a major funding package for the Montreal Protocol’s Multilateral Fund.  The new funds will assist

     developing countries in the phasing out of CFCs (chlorofluorocarbons) and other ozone-depleting substances.  It is

     estimated that developing countries will need between

     $530 million and $568 million to meet their 2005 targets under the Montreal Protocol on substances that deplete the

     ozone layer.

           UNEP also announces the launch of a multi-million dollar project, backed by the Global Environment Facility,

     to help nomads and communities in three African Countries to conserve and boost the prospects for native flowers,

     shrubs and trees.  The projects in Kenya, Botswana and Mali will educate local people and others on the issues of

     land management and indigenous species conservation.

           **Signings

           This morning, Jordan became the 144th country to sign the United Nations Convention against Transnational

     Organized Crime.

           And World Chronicle Programme number 879 with Pascal Lamy, European Union Trade Commissioner, will be

     shown today at 3:30 p.m. on in-house television channels 3 and 31.

           That's all I have for you; any questions?

           **Question and Answer

           Question:  Do you have any information on Mr. de Soto's meeting with the Turkish Foreign Minister that took

     place today in Berlin?

           Deputy Spokesman:  The meeting between Mr. de Soto and the Turkish Foreign Minister will happen later

     today in Berlin.  It hasn't happened yet, and once it's finished we’ll try to get a readout for you.

           Question:  Any notice from Mr. Denktash in terms of an answer?

           Deputy Spokesman:  No, so far we haven’t.

           Question:  Does the Secretary-General, then, remain optimistic that a settlement is possible, given that Mr.

     Denktash has made public statements claiming that the plan cannot serve as a basis for a comprehensive settlement?

           Deputy Spokesman:  What the Secretary-General said in the last statement still stands.

           Question:  Can you tell me if either Stephen Lewis and Mr. (inaudible) would be in New York now or sooner?

           Deputy Spokesman:  I don't have information on that, but I'll check for you afterwards.

           Briefing by the Spokesman for the General Assembly President

           Good afternoon.

           The General Assembly Plenary this morning is discussing the outcome of the International Year of Volunteers

     and its follow-up.  In his opening statement, President Kavan told the Assembly, “The International Year of Volunteers

     was launched with a view to achieving four main objectives:  recognition; facilitation; networking; and promotion of

     volunteering.  Accomplishments in all of these areas have been remarkable.”

           “The International Year of Volunteers was a milestone in recognizing the tireless work of volunteers around the

     world.  It generated and mobilized public awareness. It helped to connect volunteers from various parts of the world,

     and most importantly, it created an environment conducive and motivating to volunteer action.”

           He goes on to say, "clearly, many more governments now see volunteerism as a valuable asset, which needs

     to be strategically factored into development policies and programmes.  The Year has contributed significantly to the

     attainment of the Millennium Goals.”  The President’s remarks are available on the Web site.

           Some 19 speakers are inscribed, with the debate and action on draft resolution L.8 expected to conclude this

     morning on this item.

           President Kavan will address the meeting this afternoon commemorating AIDS Day.  And in his message,

     President Kavan points out that The Declaration of Commitment that emanated from the United Nations General

     Assembly Special Session on HIV/AIDS provides specific guidelines for governments to follow and act upon.  There is

     a determined commitment amongst the United Nations family, including through the work of the Joint United Nations

     Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), to enhance coordination and transparency and mobilize the world community to

     this challenge.

           Then President Kavan goes on to thank “the many workers and distinguished personalities around the world

     who have so generously given their time, as advocates, as counsellors, as care givers, and who have shared with us

     their thoughts and experiences publicly, thus supporting the work of the Secretary General and the United Nations in

     our determination to fight this pandemic, and have helped to lend transparency to this social issue, thereby assisting

     to remove the stigma and shame attached to it.”  This message is available as a press release and published on the

     President’s Web site.

           The Second and Fifth Committees are in informal discussions today and tomorrow the Plenary takes up the

     report of ECOSOC.

           Any questions? 

           Thank you.




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "Biodiversity" ��World and I  - The Politics of Biodiversity (See end of article for source)


�� HYPERLINK  \l "NEPAD" ��PANA - UNEP reaffirms support for NEPAD�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Nivea" ��Africa News - Twenty Years On, Looking Good is Serious Bussiness to Nivea� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "UNWIRE" ��UNWIRE -  Water, Resources, Ozone, Desertification, Species


�� HYPERLINK  \l "Pollution" ��ENS - U.S. Backs Out of Pollution Register Treaty Group�
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