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The United Nations Environmental Program presented its Global International Waters Assessment (UNEP-GIWA) report on the Baltic Sea on Friday during the 12th annual session of the Baltic Sea States Sub-regional Cooperation organization in Malmo, Sweden.

The report identifies two key issues for the improvement of the environment of the Baltic Sea: the integration of ecological and agricultural policies, and Russia's involvement in the European Union's Water Framework Directive.

The report acknowledges the damage caused by agricultural run-off, urban waste-water discharges, industrial chemical pollution and oil spills. Excessive fishing has been featured in a separate complaint. 

"There is a decreased viability of fish stock in the Baltic ecosystem," the report says. "Cod, herring, salmon and eel are suffering not only from the reduced water quality but from being fished at unsustainable rates."

UNEP-GIWA scientific director Dag Daler said future policies should be based on precautionary principles.

"It is always an easier task to prevent damage than to mitigate problems," Daler said. "This is particularly true for the Baltic Sea environment as it is an enclosed sea."

The report suggests an increased integration between environmental and agricultural activities through encouraging cooperation programs. Baltic Sea countries have also been advised to improve mutual cooperation in fishing policy.

UNEP-GIWA has its headquarters at the University of Kalmar on the Baltic Sea coast of southern Sweden. Its Baltic Sea assessment program is part of a systematic global environmental study of the marine environment, including marine, coastal and fresh waters.

This research is led by the UN Environmental Program and is conducted in 66 trans-boundary water regions.

Brunon Synak, the chairman of the Baltic Sea States Sub-regional Cooperation, believes the region currently finds itself in a very important and exciting phase.

"The Baltic Sea has become an inland sea of the EU with Russia as a direct neighbor," he said. "All of us living in the region see great new opportunities but are aware of some major challenges."

In Daler's opinion, the major challenge is to revert to environmental sustainability.

"We must be able to use the sea without damaging the environment or depleting fish stocks and other aquatic resources," Daler said. "This can only be achieved by uniting social, economic and environmental decision-making."

The Baltic Sea States Sub-regional Cooperation organization was established in 1993, aimed at improving sub-regional cooperation in the Baltic Sea countries which includes Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Germany, Denmark, Sweden, Finland and Russia.

More than 100 sub-regions - counties, lander, oblasts, etc., - regularly participate in the organization's annual sessions.
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PEJ News 

World's poorest meet to define their position o​n global climate change

In preperation for the UN Framework Convention o​n Climate Change (UNFCCC) conference in Argentina next December, over 20 of the least developed countries are meeting in Tanzania. This AFP article states that poor nations, "... are under international pressure to accept terms by which they would carry part of the pollution burden of the industrialised world if they get technological help in bypassing the most damaging stages of development, such as harmful manufacturing processes."  -- Space & Technology Editor

Poor countries gather in Tanzania to prepare for climate conference
  
DAR ES SALAAM (AFP) Oct 26, 2004
http://www.spacedaily.com/2004/041026155346.luqcmr9k.html
Representatives from more than 20 Least Developed Countries (LDCs) were Tuesday in Tanzania to meeting to draw up a joint approach ahead of a world conference o​n climate change, an official said.
"The objective of the meeting is to give representatives of LDCs an opportunity to exchange views o​n environment" before a UN Framework Convention o​n Climate Change (UNFCCC) conference in Argentina next December, the meeting's chairman Richard Muyungi told AFP o​n Tuesday.

Muyungi said that the four-day meeting in Dar es Salaam, which started late o​n Monday, would tackle several issues of common interest ahead of the Buenos Aires conference.

He added that delegates would deliberate and seek to agree o​n common positions o​n key issues of interest to the group that will be part of the agenda in the forthcoming conference.

It will also address other LDC-related issues, especially regarding National Adaptation Programmes of Action (NAPAs) aimed at realising a concrete group position, Muyungi said.

The Tanzania talks were being attended by delegates from Africa, Asia and the Caribbean and officials of UN agencies.

Muyigi said conference delegates would also deliberate o​n the Kyoto Protocol and other relevant conventions o​n climate issues.

"We have to come up with a common position o​n issues like the Kyoto Protocol, a subject that is of late at the centre of international controversy," he said.

Some developed nations are seeking to meet pollution reduction targets under a quota system in which they would trade their excess points for products and waste that cause environmental and atmospheric damage in exchange for measures to help non-industrialised countries.

Poor nations, meanwhile, are under international pressure to accept terms by which they would carry part of the pollution burden of the industrialised world if they get technological help in bypassing the most damaging stages of development, such as harmful manufacturing processes.

In an opening address, Tanzanian Minister of State for environment Arcado Ntagazwa urged the LDCs to unite and speak with o​ne voice against undertakings by developed countries that cause adverse climatic changes.

Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) Klaus Toepfer also told the conference that global climatic change was "the most significant environmental problem, facing humankind now, and now is the time for action."

"All developed and LDCs have to tackle the problem before the situation gets out of hand," Toepfer added.

Countries attending are Afghanistan, Benin, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Comoros, Democratic Republic of Congo, Ethiopia, Gambia, Guinea, Haiti, Jamaica, Kiribati, Liberia, Mauritania, Mozambique, Nepal, Rwanda, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Sudan, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe.
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Terra Daily

Poor countries gather in Tanzania to prepare for climate conference

	


DAR ES SALAAM (AFP) Oct 26, 2004
Representatives from more than 20 Least Developed Countries (LDCs) were Tuesday in Tanzania to meeting to draw up a joint approach ahead of a world conference on climate change, an official said.

"The objective of the meeting is to give representatives of LDCs an opportunity to exchange views on environment" before a UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) conference in Argentina next December, the meeting's chairman Richard Muyungi told AFP on Tuesday.

Muyungi said that the four-day meeting in Dar es Salaam, which started late on Monday, would tackle several issues of common interest ahead of the Buenos Aires conference.

He added that delegates would deliberate and seek to agree on common positions on key issues of interest to the group that will be part of the agenda in the forthcoming conference.

It will also address other LDC-related issues, especially regarding National Adaptation Programmes of Action (NAPAs) aimed at realising a concrete group position, Muyungi said.

The Tanzania talks were being attended by delegates from Africa, Asia and the Caribbean and officials of UN agencies.

Muyigi said conference delegates would also deliberate on the Kyoto Protocol and other relevant conventions on climate issues.

"We have to come up with a common position on issues like the Kyoto Protocol, a subject that is of late at the centre of international controversy," he said.

Some developed nations are seeking to meet pollution reduction targets under a quota system in which they would trade their excess points for products and waste that cause environmental and atmospheric damage in exchange for measures to help non-industrialised countries.

Poor nations, meanwhile, are under international pressure to accept terms by which they would carry part of the pollution burden of the industrialised world if they get technological help in bypassing the most damaging stages of development, such as harmful manufacturing processes.

In an opening address, Tanzanian Minister of State for environment Arcado Ntagazwa urged the LDCs to unite and speak with one voice against undertakings by developed countries that cause adverse climatic changes.

Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) Klaus Toepfer also told the conference that global climatic change was "the most significant environmental problem, facing humankind now, and now is the time for action."

"All developed and LDCs have to tackle the problem before the situation gets out of hand," Toepfer added.

Countries attending are Afghanistan, Benin, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Comoros, Democratic Republic of Congo, Ethiopia, Gambia, Guinea, Haiti, Jamaica, Kiribati, Liberia, Mauritania, Mozambique, Nepal, Rwanda, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Sudan, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe.
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The GMO debate 
Tuesday, October 26, 2004 
By Syed Mohammad Ali 

Biotechnology has already led to significant public health problems like Mad Cow Disease, a bovine health problem which also caused human fatalities in parts of Europe. Avian Influenza, a poultry health problem, also took its toll of human lives in Southeast Asia. The beef hormone issue with possible carcinogenic sequels has also been noticed as a public health problem by the World Health Organisation. 

      The Green Revolution’s attempt to increase agricultural productivity by use of machinery and chemicals did manage to raise productivity but at an unacceptable environmental cost, which amongst other side effects, led to massive land degradation. The pressing need for food security and environmental sustainability has now prompted the development and use of genetically modified organism (GMO) in many developed and developing countries around the world. 

Use of genetically modified organisms in agriculture cannot only increase yields, but potentially also reduce the need for more farmland, irrigation and pesticides. Conversely, the critics blame biotechnology for displacing traditional agriculture and farming practices, eroding agricultural bio-diversity and threatening livelihood of the custodians of genetic resources — the poor farmers — by making them dependents on food imported through trans-national corporations. 

Innovators, be they in farming communities or in corporate and state laboratory settings, have all sought to manipulate the genetic diversity to increase productivity. In the agricultural sector, while traditional farmers have been constrained in capitalising on their indigenous knowledge due to lack of access to capital and technology, multinationals have invested heavily to exploit the genetic diversity to design hybrid seeds which, for example, are pest resistant and give better yield. Moreover, the multinationals have secured patents on their innovation and are trying to use these to increase profits and control production as well as retail markets. The control of global seed markets in general, and that of GM seed in particular, has thus come to rest with a handful of global giants. 

High-yielding seed varieties have already begun to displace less profitable seeds. Sales of GM seed alone fetched more than $4bn in 2002, as estimated by the International Service for Acquisition. The area planted with genetically modified crops was estimated at almost 60 million hectares — 4 percent of the world’s arable land. Half of the world’s soybean crop being grown today is genetically engineered. Four crops — maize, soya, canola and cotton — account for almost all of the area under GM crops. The production of GM wheat, too, is increasing steadily. 

Multinationals first began using biotechnology for agricultural purposes during the Green Revolution, as farmers turned away from reliance on traditional seeds to using hybrid varieties for cultivation purposes. It was to provide incentives to multinationals to develop ‘new and improved’ varieties that a regime of intellectual property rights was instituted through multilateral agreements. With the formulation of the World Trade Organisation, it is even easier for corporations to prevent access to their patented genetic resources and demand royalties in return for their use. The WTO agreement on Trade Related aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) has set comprehensive rules and standards for Intellectual Property Rights. Since 1996 these are being adopted by all WTO member countries. TRIPS agreements oblige member states to provide patent protection for all inventions. 

The TRIPS Agreement is often criticised for being a protectionist device promoting corporate monopolies of seeds, genes and medicine. Its critics are concerned that trans-national seed companies, through genetic modification technology, have acquired patents and could eventually control everything from genes, seeds, plants, and agricultural harvests to foodstuff. Farmers lack the capability to innovate and patent genetic materials and are therefore unable to catalogue the natural resources they possess. On the other hand, biotechnology companies are putting increasingly more resources and expertise to patent the genetic materials. Developing countries are trying to convince the WTO to concede provisions of ‘farmers’ privilege’ in TRIPS, so that a farmer can save, sell and use the seed harvested by him. The biotechnology firms have now perfected a transgenic process, aptly referred to as the ‘terminator technology’, which makes seed from transgenic plants sterile. 

UN conventions, including those on biological diversity, recognise the sovereign rights of states over their biological and genetic resources. UN agencies urge for the protection and promotion of the rights of communities, farmers and indigenous peoples, including their customary use of biological resources and knowledge systems. At the same time, even the United Nations Environment Programme concedes that biotechnology has an immense potential for improving human welfare. This does not mean that we can turn a blind eye to the potential risks that biotechnology poses to biodiversity and to human health. 

Biotechnology has already led to significant public health problems like Mad Cow Disease, a bovine health problem which caused human fatalities in parts of Europe. Avian Influenza, a poultry health problem, also took its toll of human lives in Southeast Asia. The beef hormone issue with possible carcinogenic sequels has also been noticed as a public health problem by the World Health Organisation. It would not be paranoia to think that more public health problems could be in store for us in the future. 

In view of the rapid pace of biotechnology, the food safety issue has been incorporated in the WTO framework. Still the developing countries need to do much more to ensure bio-safety. Their governments must also have the policy space to decide whether or not a GM crop, food or animal should be introduced in their sovereign territory. After all, the EU exercised this right when consumer activism in EU compelled governments to place a moratorium on GMOs, and GM food was recalled from markets. 

Contrasting the potential benefits of biotechnology with the valid criticism concerning its use, one can say that at the very least the institutional mechanisms for safeguarding public health concerns and particular interests of developing nations need to be bolstered. Most vital is the need to ensure that the multinationals cannot trample upon the rights of the poor farmers or further jeopardise the already precarious food security situation of poor countries. 

The writer is a researcher with diverse experience in the development sector. He can be reached at syedmohdali555@yahoo.com

© Daily Times   
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Aids warning over bushmeat trade
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5m tonnes of bushmeat is eaten in Africa each year


A study of African hunters has shown that a virus similar to HIV has passed from apes to humans from bushmeat of the kind that is being sold illegally in the UK. 
A leading scientist has told the File On 4 programme that the virus was probably passed on to tribesmen via body fluids when the animals were slaughtered and butchered. 
Assistant Professor Nathan Wolfe, who tested more than 1,000 pygmy hunters for Johns Hopkins University, found a retrovirus from the same family as HIV in a number of them. 
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This is most likely the mechanism by which HIV emerged into the human population 

Nathan Wolfe, Johns Hopkins University 


"This is the area of the world where HIV came from, and this is most likely the mechanism by which HIV emerged into the human population," he said. 
Although the full public health implications are still unknown, the fear is that the new virus could result in a new disease which would have global impact. 
Click here to send in your comments on this programme. 
UK imports 
The File On 4 team accompanied environmental health officers to spot inspections at London shops where they found illegal bushmeat from West and Central Africa. 
About 5 million tonnes of bushmeat, which originates from animals such as antelopes, snakes, gorillas and elephants, is eaten in these regions of Africa every year. 
It is estimated that 12,000 tonnes of all manner of illegal meat is smuggled into the UK annually, a significant proportion of which is thought likely to be bushmeat. 
There may also be serious implications for the health of British domestic livestock as the foot and mouth outbreak was linked to illegal meat imports in 2001. 
Under cover 
Posing as rich white loggers, File On 4 journalists travelled to Cameroon where pygmy hunters offered to kill gorillas, seen as the best meat, for 800 francs an animal. 
They were accompanied by an undercover worker from Cameroon's Last Great Ape project. 
The journalists were offered the skull, palms, and legs of the gorilla free of charge as long as they could provide the bullets to shoot it. 
In return the hunters would be given the meat of the gorilla to eat. 
One pygmy said they had lost count of the number of gorillas they had killed. 
Abject poverty forces such hunters to kill any animal, no matter how rare or unfit for human consumption, and transport it out of the country through black markets. 
It is not known whether anybody has become sick from the virus. 
File on 4 is broadcast on Radio 4 on Tuesday 26 October at 2000 BST and repeated at 1700 BST on Sunday 31 October. 
ROAP Media Update – 27 October 2004

_____________________________________________________

UN or UNEP in the news

Forest fire dept on alert - El Nino forecast to bring worst blazes since 1998 
Bangkok Post, 27 October 2004 (RANJANA WANGVIPULA) - Thailand could face the most severe forest fires for six years in the upcoming dry season due to the El Nino weather phenomenon that brings drought to many Asia-Pacific countries. 
…He referred to a forecast by the Climate Prediction Center of the US National Weather Service, which has observed rising temperatures around the equator in the Pacific Ocean since July.
…This year, Indonesia has gone through a longer forest fire period than normal, officials at the Asean Agreement on Transboundary Haze Pollution said.
This matches the US forecast of much drier weather in Indonesia due to El Nino, Mr Siri said..
http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/27Oct2004_news09.php 


Islands warned of high cyclone risk 
New Zealand Herald, New Zealand , 27.10.2004 - At least four and up to 10 South Pacific countries are at higher risk of cyclones this season, says the National Institute of Water and Atmospheric Research. 
Senior climate scientist Jim Salinger said yesterday that the chances of tropical cyclone activity for some countries near and east of the International Date Line were higher than normal for the November-May season. 
Fiji, Wallis and Futuna, Niue, and the southern Cook Islands were at an increased risk, and possibly Tuvalu, Tokelau, Samoa, Tonga and the Austral Islands of French Polynesia. Dr Salinger said the rate of cyclone occurrence for islands west of the date line was likely to be normal (although the institute included the Solomon Islands as being at possibly increased risk). 
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/storydisplay.cfm?storyID=3604376&thesection=news&thesubsection=general 

NFA-SoCot prepares for El Niño
Minda News, Philippines, Allen V. Estabillo / Mindanews / 25 October 2004 
GENERAL SANTOS CITY -​ The National Food Authority (NFA) in South Cotabato has started to beef up its rice stocks in preparation for a mild dry spell or El Niño phenomenon that is expected to hit the country in the latter part of this year.
…El Niño is a disruption of the ocean-atmosphere system in the Tropical Pacific having important consequences for weather and climate around the globe. It is caused by a massive warming off the coastal waters of Peru and Ecuador every three to seven years.
The last mild dry spell hit the area in late December 2002 to the first quarter of 2003. It caused palay harvests in the province to drop by over 5,000 metric tons.
In early 1998, an intense El Niño also hit several parts of the country, including Central Mindanao, which led to a massive food shortage especially in the upland areas. Several children in lumad or indigenous peoples’ communities died after they were forced to eat “kayos,” a toxic root crop, due to a food shortage then.
http://www.mindanews.com/2004/10/25nws-nfa.html 
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REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA - NEWS UPDATE

                                                                                                                   27 October 2004 

General Environment News

Team Tours Maathai Projects

The Nation (Nairobi): Nobel Peace Prize secretariat photographers are in the country to document Prof Wangari Maathai's environment conservation work. They have been touring the Nobel laureate's Green Belt Movement projects in Kiambu and Murang'a since Sunday.  Nobel Peace Prize winner Wangari Maathai celebrates with women at Kahuro village in Murang'a District, yesterday, when she toured Greenbelt Movement projects in the area. Prof Maathai said that the team had visited the Aberdares Forest to see the effects of the controversial shamba system that she has been campaigning against and how her reforestation projects were helping nature to recover. She said she wanted to see the forest become a model in conservation matters because of its national importance and strategic position. Vowing never to relent in the struggle to save the forests, Prof Maathai urged communities to stop cultivating on river banks and to stop planting exotic tree species such as the eucalyptus, which she said, dried up land. The Environment assistant minister urged the Government to protect environment laws and attributed rampant cases of human-wildlife conflict to interference with the ecosystem such as settlement on migration corridors. http://allafrica.com/stories/200410260103.html
Project on Fight against Desertification Starts Next Year

Angola Press Agency (Luanda): A National Plan on fight against Desertification in Angola will be implemented as from next January, the national director of the natural resources of the Urban and Environment Ministry (Minua), Soki Kue-Di-Ku, informed today here. According to the official, who was speaking to Angop, the objective of the project, which will be analyzed in the forthcoming meeting of the Urban and Environment Ministry's Managing Council, is to give continuity to the current reinforcement of the setting up, consolidation and enlargement of the covering of the 8.5 km and 200 meters wide, in progress in Tombwa village as well as the massive re-population on the banks of Curoca river. The source advanced also that there are critical areas identified in the country, such as Tombwa city, in the fight against the dunes and the Baia Farta district facing desertification. http://allafrica.com/stories/200410260544.html
Export of Unprocessed Timber Outlawed

The Herald (Harare): THE Forestry Commission says it has stepped up enforcement of a ban on the exportation of unprocessed and semi-processed indigenous hardwoods, in preference for finished wood products to enhance the country's foreign currency earnings. The Commission's acting general manager in charge of Conservation and Extension division, Mr. Abedinigo Marufu told New Ziana the group was working with the Zimbabwe Revenue Authority at border points to prevent exportation of unprocessed wood. This was being done under Statutory Instrument 112 of the Forest (Control of Timber) (Export of Unprocessed and Primarily Processed Indigenous Hardwoods) Regulations, 2001. The Instrument prohibits the exportation of unprocessed or primarily processed indigenous hardwood tree species including, Msasa, Mukwa, Pod and Red Mahogany, wooden banana, Mopane, Munondo, Marula, White syringa and Ebony. In the past, timber dealers and cross border traders exported large volumes of unprocessed wood, earning very little revenue for the country. - New Ziana. http://allafrica.com/stories/200410260759.html
Gambia Intensifies Environmental Campaign

The Independent (Banjul): As part of efforts to restore The Gambia to its original environmental grandeur, and biodiversity status, Makasutu Wildlife Trust M.W.T, in collaboration with the University of Warwick, UK, has officially inaugurated the Darwin Field Station at the Abuko Nature Reserve to conduct research on the various biodiversity species in the country, educate the people on the importance of biodiversity and to train key stakeholders in the sector. M.W.T's board chairman, Mr. James English, raised concern on the increasing pressure on The Gambia's natural resources, noting that it is crucial to understand their exigencies in the socio-economic development of the country. Dr. Ron Rimmer, Acting British High Commissioner to The Gambia disclosed that at the Rio Earth Summit in 1992, many countries have pledged their commitment to the convention on biological diversity and its global degradation, with UK committed to the conservation of biodiversity. "In The Gambia the UK has shown its commitment to biodiversity and the environment by providing co-funding through the British High Commission's small scale development project fund for the Bijol Island conservation project with the Department of State for Parks and Wildlife Management and more recently the snake education project with Makasutu Wildlife Trust", he said. http://allafrica.com/stories/200410260276.html
Famous South African park reintroduces rare buck
Cape Town, South Africa (PANA) - The Table Mountain National Park in Cape Town on Monday reintroduced klipspringer buck into the world famous reserve. This delicate buck used to dwell on Table Mountain and it is believed that they were shot to local extinction for their hides. "It is times like these that we sit back and consider what our work is all about. Biodiversity conservation is about maintaining the balance of nature and, where possible, restoring what has been lost," said Brett Myrdal, Park Manager. "Reversing the human-caused local extinction of klipspringer, an integral part of the fynbos ecosystem for thousands of years, is an act of reconciliation, which will help us redefine our role within nature. Keeping this promise to the people of Cape Town is definitely one of the highpoints of our year," Myrdal added. Reserves in Limietberg, Groot Winterhoek and Nuweberg donated the animals to Table Mountain National Park. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng060919&dte=26/10/2004
25 Tons of Oil Taken Off BBC China

Business Day (Johannesburg): More than 25 tons of oil was taken off the stricken 6500 ton heavy lift carrier the BBC China yesterday and part of its cargo offloaded, Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism spokesperson Carol Moses said. Speaking from Cape Town, Moses said that three tons of the ship's 2800t cargo had been removed. The ship ran aground more than a week ago off Grosvenor Point along the Wild Coast. The vessel's main cargo is steel structures but there is 9,5t of batteries, paint and bottles of carbon dioxide on board and it was a portion of these items that were taken from the ship. The oil transfer was expected to continue through the night until the more than 120t of oil was removed. Moses said the department's marine pollution team was expected to complete the oil clean-up operation within the next two days - subject to weather conditions. The estuary at the Msikaba River near the BBC China was still closed and the anti-pollution vessel Kuswag I was monitoring the situation and remained on standby. The ship is not breaking up and salvors hope that once the oil is all pumped out and the cargo of batteries and paint is removed it will be able to be shifted off the sandbar 150 meters from the shore. http://allafrica.com/stories/200410260930.html
________________________________________________________________________________________

ROLAC  MEDIA UPDATE 27 October 2004

Gold seekers turn river in French Guiana into environmental nightmare                       

(Embedded image moved to file: pic31329.gif)  
 REGINA, French Guiana (AFP) Oct 26, 2004                                                    

 In the past two years, police have launched some 60 "Anaconda operations" -- named after    

 the giant boa constrictors that inhabit this tropical French overseas department -- but     

 they have not succeeded in squeezing the life out of the illegal gold trade that threatens  

 the environment here.                                                                       

 Instead, an estimated 12,000 workers, for the most part illegal workers from across the     

 border in Brazil, roam the rivers in search of the precious metal, poisoning the rivers     

 with the quicksilver they use to extract the gold.                                          

 Their method could not be more simple, or more brutal. From barges moored in the water,     

 they pulverize the river banks with high-pressure hoses, pump out the resulting slurry and  

 amalgamate the tiny specks of gold with quicksilver, or mercury.                            

 Once the gold is extracted from the mercury, the highly toxic metal is dumped directly into 

 the river along with the slurry.                                                            

 "It is an ecological disaster," said Didier Kurtz, a gendarmerie official, who described    

 the deforestation and environmental devastation left in the wake of the gold-washers.       

 This includes poisoning of the fish stocks, and consequently of the indigenous Indian       

 population that depends on the fish as a dietary staple.                                    

 The gold trade has brought with it some other curses of development, including malaria,     

 AIDS and various kinds of illegal trafficking.                                              

 Headless bodies turn up frequently in the forest. With an estimated 174,000 inhabitants,    

 this department has the highest murder rate in France, with 51 killings in the first nine   

 months of this year alone, most of them related to settlings of account between rival       

 gangs.                                                                                      

 Even though the police have kept up steady pressure on the illegal trade, entire villages   

 -- complete with casinos, brothels and dentists -- have sprung up in the forest to serve    

 the growing community of panhandlers.                                                       

 "It's the Wild West," said gendarme captain Daniel Didnee, who commands a detachment of     

 gendarmes checking traffic on the river in an attempt to halt supplies needed by the        

 gold-extracting business, including large supplies of mercury. With the primitive methods   

 in use, it can take 1.3 kilos (2.9 pounds) of quicksilver to process every kilo of gold,    

 and it is estimated that at least 10 tonnes of mercury are released into the environment    

 every year.                                                                                 

 The impoverished Brasilian panhandlers, many living in conditions of virtual slavery, are   

 the first victims of mercury vapor, which causes serious neurological defects. And          

 according to a study carried out as long ago as 1997, more than half the Indians living     

 along the river have excessive amounts of mercury in their organisms.                       

 The use of quicksilver in gold prospecting adds to the 280 tonnes of mercury that the       

 Bureau of Geological and Mining Research (BRGM) estimates to be locked in the soil, and     

 which is being released into the air as the result of the intense traffic and movement      

 caused by the gold rush.                                                                    

 Gold fever returned to French Guiana about 15 years ago, as pandhandlers began revisiting   

 remote deposits along the Approague river that had been abandoned a century ago.            

 An earlier epoch produced gold exports officially totaling 207 tonnes, and the BRGM         

 estimates that the department still has some 500 tonnes of reserves in minable depositions  

 or in the alluvial soil deposited along the river banks.                                    

 Officially only 149 gold prospecting permits are in force, and last year exports totaling   

 3.2 million tonnes were declared officially. But that was undoubtedly only part if the      

 whole. The customs service estimates that at least six tonnes left the country, and the     

 regional industry directorate says that the gold smuggled out of the department may be two  

 or three times more than the gold declared officially.                                      

 The authorities have sought to strangle the prospecting trade by making lightning raids on  

 prospecting operations that are only accessible by pirogues, and by establishing blockades  

 to halt supplies.                                                                           

 The primary task of the force of gendarmes here is to protect the space launching center at 

 Kourou, and it was only two years ago that the police began mounting a serious challenge to 

 the illegal prospectors.                                                                    

 Two specialized Anaconda squadrons with 75-men each were formed. But in total, the          

 authorities have only 700 gendarmes and one helicopter to patrol 730 kilometers (450 miles) 

 of frontier with Brazil and 520 kilometersmiles) with Surinam. In total, 95 percent of a    

 territory the size of Portugal is covered by almost impenetrable forest.                    

 They face a determined opponent equipped with helicopters, earth-moving equipment and       

 communications radios. Some 250 police investigations are under way, in an attempt to       

 discover the movers and shakers behind the prospecting activity.                            

 All rights reserved. © 2004 Agence France-Presse.    
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Santa Maria do Tapará Journal: Big Fish, Little Fish Battle Over the Amazon's Bounty

October 26, 2004

 By LARRY ROHTER

SANTA MARIA DO TAPARÁ, Brazil - It was one of those days

that the peasant fishermen on this tributary of the Amazon River dream about. With water levels falling rapidly at the peak of the dry season, a giant school of migrating pacú, a tasty game fish that fetches a good price at markets, was swimming right into the nets being cast from a dozen small canoes here.

"With a bit of luck, you can make $350 on a day like this," Lauro Souza Almeida, a leader of the local fishermen's cooperative, exulted as he moved into position. "That is a fortune for people like us," he said, the equivalent of four months at the minimum wage earned by those fortunate enough to find work.

But hovering nearby was a large commercial fishing vessel,

a "mother boat" equipped with large ice chests for storage

and hauling more than a dozen smaller craft. The crew

onboard was just waiting for the remainder of the fish to

move into the river's main channel, where they intended to scoop up as many as they could with their efficient gill nets.

A symbol of abundance to the rest of the world, the Amazon

is experiencing a crisis of overfishing. As stocks of the

most popular species diminish to worrisome levels, tensions

are growing between subsistence fishermen and their

commercial rivals, who are eager to enrich their bottom

line and sate the growing appetite for fish of

city-dwellers in Brazil and abroad.

In response, peasant communities up and down the Amazon,

here in Brazil and in neighboring countries like Peru, are forming cooperatives to control fish catches and restock their rivers and lakes. But that effort, increasingly successful, has only encouraged the commercial fishing operations, as well as some of the peasants' less disciplined neighbors, to step up their depredations.

"The industrial fishing boats, the big 20- to 30-ton

vessels, they have a different mentality than us artisanal fishermen, who have learned to take the protection of the environment into account," said Miguel Costa Teixeira, president of the local fishermen's union. "They want to sweep everything up with their dragnets and then move on, benefiting from our work and sacrifice and leaving us with nothing."

Local authorities are sympathetic to the fishermen's plight

but say there is little they can do. Brazil's Constitution

and supporting legislation have established an open channel policy, which makes it illegal to close a river or lake to public navigation or even to charge access fees.

The biggest source of conflict is the mighty pirarucu, a

type of striped peacock bass that is the largest freshwater fish in the world. Notable also because it "breathes" with specially evolved lungs and an air bladder and can survive a nasty dry season by lying in river mud until the flow of water returns, the pirarucu can reach lengths of up to eight feet and weigh over 200 pounds.

"The pirarucu is the boss of all fish in the Amazon,

definitely the king," said Antônio Pinto, president of a regional council of 11 cooperatives that practice managed fishing. "Everyone wants to catch them, not only because they are so big, but also because the price for them is so good once they get to market. That's why we need to be so careful."

Here, for example, an initial fish census in 2000 found

only 26 bass in the local lake, which the commercial

operators and poachers from neighboring villages can reach

by sending skiffs through channels that connect with the

river. Alarmed residents agreed on a fishing accord that imposed a moratorium on catches. A year later, that number had grown to 96, and a year after that to 146.

With stocks rising, residents here have resumed fishing for bass, limiting the season to just three days a year but using nets to increase their catch. Even so, the most recent census, taken last November, counted 476 pirarucu in the lake.

Thanks to the new system, fishermen here are not only

earning more money, they are doing so with much less

effort, "which gives us more time to grow crops and tend cattle," Mr. Almeida said. Some fish processing plants serving finicky urban customers also see advantages.

"With this kind of planned management, you not only can be assured of a stock of raw materials, but can specify how the fish has to be cut and what kind of hygiene the market demands," said José Vicente Silva Ribeiro, manager of a large plant in Santarém, a city of 200,000 just down river from here.

But the large commercial operations are threatening that success. The recent growth of the fish population has attracted trawlers from as far away as Belém and Macapá, at the mouth of the Amazon, nearly 1,000 miles from here, and Manaus, about the same distance upstream.

To protect their stocks, many communities have organized nightly fishermen's patrols. But the amount of money at stake is so high by local standards that poachers are willing to risk being caught and losing their equipment. There have been confrontations, some involving arms.

Local councils have also restricted the ways in which

fishermen can fish, which the law allows. New rules include shortened fishing seasons, limits on sales outside the community, minimum sizes and prohibitions on certain kinds of nets.

"You can't control access, only what people can do,"

explained David McGrath, a professor at the Federal

University of Pará who is involved with the program. "But

if I'm a commercial fisherman, I'm not interested in going

into some lake to use a hook and line."

http://www.nytimes.com/2004/10/26/international/americas/26fisherman.html?ex=1099787801&ei=1&en=9322c58688c852db
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	MEXICO: Peasants Approve Anti-GM Corn Report 
	


MEXICO CITY - Indigenous communities in the southern Mexican state of Oaxaca applaud a report detailing how genetically modified maize has contaminated local cornfields. The study was prepared by the North American Commission for Environmental Cooperation (CEC). 

The document was distributed last week by the environmental watchdog Greenpeace, before the governments of Canada, Mexico and the United States -- the three members of the CEC -- had decided whether to make the study public. 

The authors of the report recommend strengthening the moratorium on cultivating transgenic corn, limiting corn imports from the United States, and developing ways to eradicate the modified genes that contaminated local maize varieties. 

''We have zero trust in the Mexican government. We don't believe it is going to take into consideration this report, a document that we fully support,'' Aldo González, of the Oaxaca Union of Sierra Juárez Organizations -- representing 15,000 peasant farmers -- told Tierramérica. 

	
	 
	 



	ARGENTINA: Mining Pollution Denounced 
	
	


BUENOS AIRES - Ecologists, academics and concerned citizens will present a complaint to UNESCO in December against the Argentine federal government and the government of the western province of San Juan for permitting mining activity by the Canadian firm Barrick Gold. 

The Environmental Defense Foundation, headed by Raúl Montenegro, will file the complaint with the UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization) on behalf of San Juan citizen and environmental groups. 

Barrick is mining on Veladero mountain, near Jachal, a town of 24,000 people. Earlier this month a meeting was held to protest the contamination caused by the mining, especially of water supplies, and its impact on agricultural activities. 

Montenegro, winner of this year's Right Livelihood Award -- the ''Alternative Nobel'' -- says the environmental impact study presented by Barrick should never have been approved. The mining company's operations produce 4,000 tons of cyanide waste each year. 

	
	 
	 



	COLOMBIA: Water Not Fit to Drink 
	
	


BOGOTA - Half of the water that Colombians drink is not fit for human consumption, according to a study released Oct. 19 by a group of lawmakers. 

Legislative deputy Berner Zambrano, of the Regional Integration Movement, told Tierramérica that, according to the report, only 28 percent of the population has potable water in the home, and most of the 967 water and sanitation companies have inadequate operation, administrative and financial capacities. 

The same study says the increase in water service rates between 1997 and 2000 in some cases reached 238 percent, and to keep up with payments ''families have had to cut their spending on basics like food, education and health.'' 

The report states that 91 percent of Colombia's water sources are contaminated and there are no plans in place to clean up the micro-watersheds that supply the larger bodies of water. Nor is there investment to help small towns to set up their own potable water services. 
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Security Council to meet in Nairobi next month to discuss

Sudanese issues

26 October - The Security Council voted unanimously today to hold a two-day meeting next month in

Kenya – only the eleventh time in its history that it will have met away from United Nations

Headquarters in New York – to discuss the civil conflicts engulfing Sudan.

In a resolution adopted this morning, Council members agreed to meet on 18 and 19 November in the

capital Nairobi, where peace talks have been taking place to try to resolve the long-running civil war in

southern Sudan. The Council meeting will also discuss the conflict in western Sudan’s Darfur region, where more than 1.65 million have been displaced from their homes and tens of thousands of villagers have been killed or died from hunger or disease.The resolution authorized the Council to discuss the issues with representatives from the African Union (AU), which has a ceasefire monitoring mission in Darfur, and the Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD), which has supervised the peace talks for southern Sudan.

Earlier this month, Ambassador Emyr Jones Parry of the United Kingdom, which holds the Council’s rotating presidency for October, told reporters that the visit to Nairobi had been organized to underline the international community’s support for a resolution to the two conflicts. This will be the Council’s first formal meeting in Nairobi. It has also convened in London, Paris (twice), Geneva, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia; and Panama City, Panama; as well as several venues in New York State other than at UN Headquarters.

UN envoy heads to Darfur to verify claim that displaced are returning voluntarily

26 October - A senior United Nations envoy to Sudan will travel to the strife-torn region of Darfur

tomorrow to inspect the areas where the Sudanese Government has claimed about 70,000 internally

displaced persons (IDPs) have voluntarily returned to their homes.

Manuel Aranda Da Silva, the Secretary-General's Deputy Special Representative for humanitarian

affairs and development, will head to El Fasher, the capital of North Darfur state, UN spokesman Fred

Eckhard told reporters today. More than 1.45 million IDPs live across Darfur, which has been beset by militia attacks against civilians and fighting between Government forces and rebel groups since early last year. UN officials have said previously that the overwhelming majority of IDPs do not want to return to their home villages because they remain afraid of fresh attacks from the Janjaweed militias, which are accused of killing and raping thousands of people.

Mr. Eckhard said the UN Advance Mission in Sudan (UNAMIS) is continuing to report security incidents in Darfur, a vast, impoverished region on Sudan's western flank.

Meanwhile, the actress Angelina Jolie, a Goodwill Ambassador for the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), is in West Darfur state on a three-day mission to observe the situation faced by IDPs there. Ms. Jolie is slated to hold a press conference in Khartoum tomorrow after ending her visit.

Across the border in eastern Chad, where at least 200,000 refugees from Darfur are living, UNHCR is warning that water supplies for its 11 camps are near exhaustion. In the case of one camp, at Iridimi, the current supply may only last for two more weeks.

UNHCR senior water and sanitation officer Dinesh Shrestha said the agency, which runs the camps with non-governmental organizations (NGOs), knew it would be difficult to maintain water supplies because eastern Chad is extremely arid. This year, the annual rainy season was late and short, and rainfall totals were well below average.

"It's especially hard in the northeast, which has scattered and small, localized pockets of underground water that can't last for such a huge population over there," he said.

Despite near-continuous pumping at Iridimi, the camp's estimated 15,000 refugees are receiving only six litres of water per day - compared to the UNHCR recommended standard of 15 litres during an emergency. Water experts say there is only a 10 per cent to 15 per cent chance of finding fresh sources of water at Iridimi and that the new sources may only sustain the camp for up to a few months.

UNHCR officials have begun trucking water to Iridimi camp and holding talks with officials in the nearby Chadian town of Iriba to discuss drawing water from the town's supply for a limited period. Some refugees from Iridimi could also be moved

to more favourable camps at Kounoungo and other locations.

Security Council says any new UN involvement in Somalia must increase slowly

26 October - Anticipating a call for the United Nations to intensify its peace-building activities in Somalia, the Security Council today said any enhanced role for the Organization must be incremental and based on the outcome of discussions with the new transitional government.

The Council's position echoed that of Secretary-General Kofi Annan and came in a presidential statement

read by the British permanent representative, Ambassador Emyr Jones Parry, who is holding the rotating

Council presidency for October. He said the parties in the Horn of Africa country may want UN assistance in implementing the agreement they recently reached in Nairobi, Kenya, after long negotiations to unite a country that has lacked effective national government since President Mohammed Siad Barre fell from power in 1991. Col. Abdullahi Yusuf Ahmed of the Puntland region was inaugurated as head of the Transitional Federal Parliament in Nairobi last Thursday.

The Council urged "the Somali leaders to create a favourable environment for the future Transitional Federal Government by making a determined effort to bring about improvements in the security situation on the ground," the President said. It also emphasized that "those who persist on the path of confrontation and conflict will be held accountable." The United States, fielding soldiers under its own command, and UN peacekeeping troops, under separate command, withdrew from Somalia in 1993. The Council statement advised Col. Yusuf Ahmed and the Transitional Federal Parliament to select a prime minister "and an effective and efficient cabinet" and to develop a preliminary programme of action and timetable for the transition, while involving women fully in post-conflic t reconciliation and reconstruction.

It commended the Kenyan Government and other members of the East African Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD) for having supported the reconciliation for the past two years.

The Council appealed for funding for the African Union's (AU) Peace Support Mission, which envisages options for Somali disarmament, demobilization and reintegration.

It also sought support for broad-based efforts to work out a peace-building framework leading to a rapid assistance package for Somalia. The Nairobi-based UN Political Office for Somalia (UNPOS) was established in 1995 to advance the cause of peace and reconciliation in the country through contacts with Somali leaders, civic organizations and the States and organizations concerned.

Reacting to deaths in Gaza, UN envoy calls on Israel to protectcivilians

26 October - Voicing deep concern over the continuing violence in the Gaza Strip, the senior United

Nations envoy for the Middle East today deplored deaths during the renewed military operation in Khan

Younis and called on Israel to respect international law. The move into the area by Israeli Defence Forces (IDF) which began over the weekend left at least 17 Palestinians dead, including an 11-year-old child, while more than 65 others have been reported injured, several critically. In addition, 25 homes have been demolished and some three dozen acres of land levelled.

In a statement issued in Jerusalem, Terje Roed-Larsen, the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, called on Israel to act under the framework of international law, most critically in the protection of civilians, property and infrastructure. He also reiterated his firm belief “that there exists no military solution to the conflict and that the only way forward is the implementation of the Road Map [peace plan] and an immediate return to of the parties to the negotiating table.”

More UN peacekeepers arrive in Haiti

26 October - More than 100 Jordanian police officers have arrived in Haiti to join the United Nations peacekeeping force in the Caribbean country. The UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) said 110 members of a Jordanian formed police unit arrived yesterday in the capital, Port-au-Prince, to join the peacekeeping operation. At full strength, the operation will have more than 8,300 troops and police.

Meanwhile, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General (SRSG), Juan Gabriel Valdés, toured the newly cleared and secured port and customs authority areas yesterday to observe the resumed economic activity. "Economic security is very important to Haiti. We cannot permit ourselves to put in danger the progress already achieved in Haiti. Any threat to economic security is also a threat to the international community," he said. He also looked at the UN World Food Programme's (WFP) distribution of food that previously had been blocked by dissident gangs in the port area. WFP said last week, "Hundreds of containers with food and other humanitarian aid have been blocked for weeks, because workers have not dared to return to work." To make up for the shortfall, the agency had bought 440 tons of fortified maize meal in the Dominican Republic for Port-au-Prince and 230 tons of fortified biscuits in Cuba for victims in Gonaïves of the floods and landslides caused by Tropical Storm Jeanne.

UN to boost its support for human rights protection in

numerous countries

26 October - The United Nations is set to launch a new initiative tomorrow to strengthen its support in

promoting and protecting human rights in countries around the world. Known as "Action Two," the plan is a response to a report by Secretary-General Kofi Annan on ensuring that the world body devotes its attention to the priorities identified by its Member States. The scheme ultimately aims to develop a common understanding of the linkages between human rights and development or humanitarian actions, establish thematic groups to deal with human rights issues in UN country teams, and have UN agencies develop cooperative programming arrangements to support national efforts to foster a culture of human rights, including through education. The initiative also seeks to encourage the ratification of the seven principal human rights treaties, which deal with racial discrimination, civil and political rights, economic, social and cultural rights, discrimination against women; the prohibition against torture, child rights, and the rights of migrants and their families. The UN's High Commissioner for Human Rights, Louise Arbour, is scheduled to launch the reform measure in New York, along with Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette, the Administrator of the UN Development Programme (UNDP), Mark Malloch Brown; the Emergency Relief Coordinator, Jan Egeland; and the Executive Director of the UN Children's Fund (UNICEF), Carol Bellamy.

Heavy rain devastates largest camp for homeless in northern Uganda - UN

26 October - A heavy rainstorm has devastated the largest camp for war-displaced people in northern

Uganda, tearing away makeshift roofs and washing away food supplies, the United Nations relief

coordination office said today. Camp officials have underscored a need for tarpaulins, food, supplies and a mobile clinic in the camp, home to 62,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs), according to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). The storm hit Sunday at Pabbo camp, about 400 kilometres north of the capital, Kampala, with strong winds and rain causing major damage, including hail that destroyed several gardens and fields. Up to 3,500 huts - as well as three schools and the camp health clinic - lost the tarpaulins that served as roofs, while some food was soaked and other rations washed away. The health centre in Pabbo also reported injuries to 10 people. The UN and its partners are assessing the damage, while the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) is monitoring the camp.

UNICEF calls for action to stop trafficking of Laotian children

26 October - Children - often girls forced into prostitution - are being trafficked throughout Laos and

across its borders, the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) said today, calling for urgent

measures in response. "Child trafficking is a criminal act that violates the fundamental rights of the most vulnerable children," said UNICEF's Desiree Jongsma in Vientiane, the capital of the Lao People's Democratic Republic.

For a new study, Broken Promises, Shattered Dreams, representatives of UNICEF and the Lao Government interviewed 253 trafficking victims, along with their families, and found that 60 per cent were girls 18 or younger. More than one third of them were forced into prostitution, while others were held as virtual slaves and forced to do domestic or factory work. About one third of the global trafficking in women and children takes place in and from East Asia, according to UNICEF, which reported that the traffickers are often people known to the children, who come to believe their captors' false promises.

UNICEF has been supporting the Government and local non-governmental organizations (NGO) by providing training on anti-trafficking strategies, HIV/AIDS prevention, the principles enshrined in the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the maintenance of village child protection networks.

"This study has a deeper lesson to teach us: we can only counter the lure of the traffickers by creating real opportunities for children and young people," Ms. Jongsma said. "If they believe they can realize their dreams for a bright future at home, they will no longer feel compelled to leave their communities for distant cities or neighbouring countries."

UN-secured centres in Burundi ready for ex-fighters when

demobilization begins

26 October - The United Nations has secured areas in Burundi where former fighters will lay down their

arms in a process that could start next month, an offic ial serving with the UN peacekeeping mission there

said today. "The blue helmets are well deployed in different regions and they will guarantee the security of the three demobilization centres," said Mbaye Faye, chief of the disarmament, demobilization and reintegration (DDR) section of the UN Operation in Burundi (ONUB). "Security is ready," he stressed in an interview with the UN News Service. Demobilization could start on 29 November - a date agreed to by the parties and others involved during meetings organized by a World Bank delegation which was in Burundi from 21 to 24 October. This timetable "will be proposed to the President of Burundi in his capacity as head of the National Commission on DDR," Mr. Faye explained.Joint liaison teams, comprised of representatives of the parties as well as ONUB officials and UN military observers, are also in place to verify the demobilization process, Mr. Faye said.

Asked whether the parties are expected to cooperate, Mr. Faye said, "We have no reason to be pessimistic," and noted that the joint ceasefire commission staffed by the UN and representatives of the parties has been functioning well. ONUB, which was set up by the Security Council in May to help bring about lasting national reconciliation between ethnic Hutus and Tutsis, will have an eventual strength of 5,650 military personnel and up to 1,000 national and international civilian staff.

Rich nations can also suffer from natural disasters, says UN agency chief

26 October - The deadly typhoons and earthquakes that have recently struck Japan illustrates that even

wealthy countries are vulnerable to natural hazards, the head of the United Nations disaster-reduction body said today.Sálvano Briceño, Director of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR), called on countries to step up their education, environmental protection, land-use planning and development projects so that they can prepare better for the inevitable hazards and reduce their risk and scale of exposure to many disasters. Global warming is also having an impact, he said, increasing the likelihood of more frequent and more severe tropical storms. At least 80 people were killed and more than 370 people injured when Typhoon Tokage, a so-called super-typhoon, lashed Japan last week. It was only the latest and deadliest of a record 10 typhoons that struck the Asian nation this season.

A series of strong earthquakes over the weekend also killed 25 people in Niigata Prefecture, which is about 250 kilometres northwest of Tokyo. Many homes, buildings and roads were damaged or destroyed.

Mr. Briceño said Japan was one of the world's best-prepared nations against the impact of earthquakes and typhoons, and the death toll would have been much higher if the events occurred in another country.

He said the series of tragedies "reminds us that all countries, rich and poor, are subject to increasing threats from social vulnerability and natural hazards," adding that affluent and impoverished countries need to work together to form common solutions and strategies for dealing with disasters.

The World Conference on Disaster Reduction will be held next January in Kobe, Japan, coinciding with the tenth anniversary of the massive earthquake which struck the city and surrounding areas.

UN expert decries global shame of rising numbers of hungry people

26 October - Although the world has more than enough food to sustain all people, a dozen children under the age of five are dying every minute from hunger-related diseases and the number of malnourished is on the rise, a United Nations experts says in a new report.

Jean Ziegler, the Special Rapporteur on the right to food, says 842 million people were permanently or gravely undernourished last year, an increase of 2 million on the previous figures. Hunger levels have now risen every year since the World Food Summit in 1996 called for global action to stem the trend.

In a report to the General Assembly, Mr. Ziegler says it is indefensible that so many small children are still dying because they do not have enough food to eat.

"How can we continue to live with this shame?" he asks, declaring that the time has come "to enforce the right to food." Mr. Ziegler says hunger is neither inevitable nor acceptable. "We live in a world that is richer than ever before and that is entirely capable of eradicating hunger," he writes. "There is no secret as to how to eradicate hunger. There is no need for new technologies. There is simply the need for political commitment to challenge existing policies that make the rich richer and the poor poorer."

The expert expresses doubt that the world can meet the Millennium Development Goal (MDG) that calls for the halving of the number of hungry people by 2015. While some countries have made gains in the last decade, many others have regressed, including India, Indonesia, Nigeria, Pakistan and Sudan.

The Rapporteur states he is particularly concerned by the situation in Sudan, the Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DPRK), the occupied Palestinian territories and Cuba.

Mr. Ziegler calls for urgent action by Khartoum and Pyongyang to protect the citizens of their countries, and says the Israeli Government must respect its obligations as the occupying Power so that Palestinians enjoy the right to food. He also urges the United States "to refrain from unilateral measures that affect the right to food" of Cubans.

Jean Ziegler

Human rights of migrants deteriorating, warns UN expert

26 October - Migrants face increasingly harsh conditions around the world, from exploitation in the workplace to frequent episodes of xenophobia or racism to detention if their status is irregular, a United Nations human rights expert says. Gabriela Rodríguez Pizarro, the Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants, says the phenomenon of peoplesmuggling is also worsening, driven by criminal organizations. In a report to the General Assembly on her work between August 2003 and August this year, Ms. Rodríguez Pizarro states there has been "a continuing deterioration in the human rights situation of migrants."She says this is occurring at the same time as the rights of migrants are being ignored during debates in receiver countries about immigration policy.

Ms. Rodríguez Pizarro calls on countries around the world to ratify the global conventions protecting the rights of migrant workers and their families and outlawing the illegal trafficking of people.

She says the regularization of the status of migrants "must be carried out with absolute respect for the human rights of those concerned, so that they cannot be blackmailed if regularization is left to their employers." The Special Rapporteur also calls for the overhaul of traditional ways of managing migration, saying they are no longer effective in an increasingly globalized world where people in poor States can see obvious and large disparities in wealth and development.

Welcoming some initiatives that promote public consultation in the framing of migration policy, Ms. Rodríguez Pizarro says that countries should share responsibility for accepting and dealing with migrants, rather than treating the issue as one of internal security or specific economic interests.
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Daily Press Briefing by the Office of the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

AND THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT

 

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General and Djibril Diallo, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.

Good afternoon.

**Iraq-IAEA
Yesterday afternoon, the Director-General of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), Mohamed ElBaradei, informed the Security Council that 342 tons of high explosive materials that had been subject to IAEA monitoring have been lost through theft and looting in Iraq.
In a letter to the Security Council President, ElBaradei said that he had been informed of the loss of the explosive materials by the Iraqi authorities on October 10.  They said that the missing materials included 194 tons of HMX, 141 tons of RDX, and nearly 6 tons of PETN, all of which had been stored at Iraq’s Al-Qaqaa complex.
**Security Council-Nairobi Meeting
The Security Council began its work this morning by voting unanimously to hold meetings focusing on Sudan in Nairobi, Kenya, on the 18th and 19th of November.
In the resolution, the Council also decided to discuss Sudan with representatives of the African Union and the Intergovernmental Authority on Development at the meetings.
In addition, the Council decided to take the opportunity of the presence of the Security Council in Nairobi to discuss other peace efforts in the region with both the African Union and Intergovernmental Authority for Development (IGAD).
**Security Council—Other
The Security Council then went into closed consultations on Western Sahara and Somalia.
The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Western Sahara, Alvaro de Soto, briefed on the latest report, and a draft resolution was introduced.
Then, Winston Tubman, Head of the UN Political Office for Somalia, was to brief on the latest developments concerning that country.  A presidential statement on Somalia is expected to be read out in a formal meeting following the consultations.
**Sudan
The Deputy Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Sudan in charge of humanitarian affairs and development, Manuel Aranda Da Silva, is travelling tomorrow to Al Fashir in North Darfur to visit the areas where the Government of Sudan has claimed that some 70,000 internally displaced persons have returned voluntarily.
The mission continues to report security incidents in Darfur.
Meanwhile, the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees reports that UNHCR Goodwill Ambassador Angelina Jolie is currently in West Darfur on a three-day mission to see for herself the situation of hundreds of thousands of internally displaced persons uprooted by the conflict.  She will hold a press conference in Khartoum tomorrow afternoon.
**Middle East
In a statement issued earlier today in Jerusalem, the UN’s Middle East Envoy, Terje Roed-Larsen, said he was deeply troubled by the continuing violence in the Gaza Strip.
Roed-Larsen added that he deplored the loss of life during the renewed military operation that began Sunday and ended this morning, resulting in the death of at least 17 Palestinians, as well as the destruction of houses and the levelling of agricultural land.
He reiterated his call on Israel, as the occupying Power, to act within the framework of international law.
We have the full statement available upstairs.
**Haiti
On a visit to the Port-au-Prince port area yesterday, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative in Haiti, Juan Gabriel Valdés, noted that economic security is vital to Haiti’s future and must not be threatened.
In a meeting with the head of National Customs, Valdés said he was pleased that the area had now been secured by UN peacekeepers and that economic activity had resumed in both the port and the customs authority.  This was allowing food aid, which had been blocked in the port for some time, to be distributed to those in need.  Valdés stressed the continuing efforts of the World Food Programme to distribute food to those affected by the flooding in the Gonaïves area.  More information is available in a press release.
On another note related to Haiti, the Mission reports that 110 members of a Jordanian-formed police unit arrived in Port-au-Prince yesterday to join the peacekeeping operation.
**Human Rights
Tomorrow, High Commissioner for Human Rights Louise Arbour will launch the Secretary-General’s reform initiative on strengthening UN country-level support for the promotion and protection of human rights.  The launch of the initiative, known as “Action Two” will take place in Conference Room 4 from 1:15 p.m. to 2:20 p.m., and the Deputy Secretary-General, Louise Fréchette, will attend the event.
Immediately following the launch, Arbour will give a press conference here in this room at 2:25 p.m. Also appearing at the press conference will be UN Development Programme Administrator Mark Malloch Brown; Emergency Relief Coordinator Jan Egeland; and UN Children’s Fund Executive Director Carol Bellamy.  All three will also speak at the launch.
And we have a note to correspondents which has been issued on this launch.
**Uganda-Humanitarian
The Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs reports that a heavy rainstorm has devastated the largest camp for war-displaced people in northern Uganda.
Camp officials have underscored a need for tarpaulins, food, non-food items, and a mobile clinic in the camp, which is home to 62,000 displaced persons.
**UNICEF/Laos
A new study by UNICEF, the United Nations Children’s Fund, and the Government of Laos says that child trafficking is an important problem for that country and it requires urgent action.
While it has been known that a large part of the world’s trafficking in women and children occurs in or from East Asia, it is only now that the extent of the problem in Laos is being grasped.
And we have more in a UNICEF press release upstairs.
**Staff Recognition
Right now, in Conference Room 4, the Secretary-General is hosting an awards ceremony honouring staff members who have served 25 years or more at the United Nations.
He is to tell them that, like them, he is an old-timer, who personally knows the meaning of at least 25 years of service in the Secretariat.  He will tell them, “Together, we have lived through a quarter-century of almost dizzying change.”  And we will have the transcript of his remarks available shortly.
**Press Conferences
Finally, press conferences tomorrow, 10 a.m., Ambassador Philippe Djangoné-Bi of Côte d’Ivoire, will brief you on the current situation in his country.

And then at 3:30 p.m., Theo van Boven, the Commission on Human Rights Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, will be here to talk to you following his report to the General Assembly’s Third Committee.

That’s all I have for you. No questions?  Then I’ll ask Djibril to come up and brief you on the General Assembly.

Spokesman for General Assembly President
Thank you very much, Fred.  Good afternoon.

Among the items being reviewed by the General Assembly today there is the item entitled “International Year of Sport and Physical Education”.  You will remember that this item was included in the provisional agenda of the fifty-eighth session of the General Assembly at the request of Tunisia.  The draft resolution introduced on this item encourages the United Nations to develop strategic partnerships with the range of stakeholders involved in sport, in order to assist in the implementation of sport for development programmes.  This is also viewed as a major item in the implementation of the Millennium Development Goals.  It invites the governments to accelerate the elaboration of an international anti-doping convention, and decides to proclaim 2005 the International Year of Sports and Physical Education as a means to promote education, health, development and peace.

At a date to be decided very soon, Secretary-General Kofi Annan and the former President of Switzerland, Adolf Oggi, who is the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser in this area, together with UN funds and agencies and partners, will have a press conference to launch the year.  And we will come back to you as soon as the date of that press conference is decided on.

The work of the Committees:  I’ll start with the Third Committee, the Social, humanitarian and Cultural Committee, started its discussions yesterday on human rights issues.  Speakers stressed the need to protect the human rights defenders and to improve further the reporting system.

The Fourth Committee (Special Political and Decolonization) was addressed yesterday by Jean-Marie Guéhenno, Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, in conjunction with the Committee’s discussion on the question of peacekeeping operations.  Mr. Guéhenno said that today’s peacekeeping demands exceeded what the UN or any other regional or sub-regional organizations by themselves could meet.  The department, DPKO that is, today has a total of 17 operations with more potentially on the horizon, and if the demand remained constant over the five coming years there would be a serious resource deficit in the field.

And more information is available in a press release, upstairs, in our office.

The Sixth Committee yesterday completed the draft text on jurisdictional immunities of States and their property.  The text is now ready for adoption by the General Assembly.  The negotiations on the text, you will recall, began in 1977 when the General Assembly recommended that the International Law Commission take up the study of the law of jurisdictional immunities of States and their property.

Among the activities of the President of the General Assembly, Jean Ping, two items that I would like to draw to your attention.  One is that he will have a working lunch with the Deputy Secretary-General, Mrs. Louise Fréchette, and senior officials of the United Nations today, and he will meet this afternoon with the Secretary-General as part of his efforts to strengthen consultation between the General Assembly, the United Nations Secretariat and various programmes and funds.  The President stressed the fact that the fifty-ninth session of the General Assembly is a particularly challenging session, which, apart from the normal work of a General Assembly session, has to review several reports.  Those reports will have a major impact on the work of the United Nations and on the work of the General Assembly as a whole.  And, in having these continued consultations, the President of the General Assembly would like to make sure that every effort is made in order to avoid bottlenecks in the issuance and implementation of the reports to be reviewed this year:  such reports as the report of the High-Level Panel, the report on the revitalization of the General Assembly, the report on the reform of the Security Council, the follow-up to the Millennium Declaration, as well as the follow-up to major conferences.

I made an announcement yesterday regarding an event with New York Times columnist Thomas Friedman.  I would like to say that the event will take place tomorrow from 10 a.m. to noon in Conference Room 4. And the item will be trade and development.  So, Tom Friedman will give a keynote address on that item, trade and development.

Any questions?  If not, thank you.

* *** *
Top of Form
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� HYPERLINK "environment" ��St. Peters times - Report: 'Save Baltic Area Environment'�


� HYPERLINK "change" ��PEJ News - World's poorest meet to define their position on global climate change�


� HYPERLINK "poor" ��Terra Daily - Poor countries gather in Tanzania to prepare for climate conference�


� HYPERLINK "debate" ��Daily Times  - The GMO debate�
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