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International Herald Tribune 

Modern mariners pose rising threat to the  albatross 

 Michael Richardson

 Friday, September 27, 2002 

                                   Endangered seabirds

ADELAIDE, Australia Fishermen, yachtsmen and other seafarers who venture into the Antarctic Ocean between Antarctica and Australia, New Zealand, South Africa and South America speak with awe of the power of the wind and the waves.

Yet this inhospitable region is the main feeding and breeding ground  for the world's albatrosses - the talisman birds of the ocean and the timeless symbol of "The Rime of the Ancient Mariner," by the Samuel Taylor Coleridge: 

And a good south wind sprung up behind; 

The Albatross did follow, And every day, for food or play,

 Came to the mariners' hollo!

Albatrosses spend most of their life skimming the seas in search of food and usually return to land -                               mainly remote islands in the Antarctic Ocean - only to breed. They use the wind and the up-currents it creates as it whips the surface of the sea into waves to tack and zig-zag for hours on end without a single wing beat. They even sleep while flying.

The seven biggest albatross species include the wandering albatross, which has a wing span of up to 3.5 meters (11.5 feet), the greatest of any bird. The albatrosses do not need to drink because they extract all the water they require from their food - the squid and fish that they find on the surface of the sea.

But scientists say that the hunting and scavenging skills of the albatross and some other species of seabird that roam the oceans, among them petrels, shearwaters and frigate birds, has placed them  in jeopardy as trawlers using baited hooks from lines that trail behind them for up to 130 kilometers (80 miles) move into even the most  far-flung waters in search of new fishing grounds.

Albatrosses and other seabirds often feed by scavenging behind  fishing vessels and other boats, waiting for scraps to be thrown  overboard or prey to be disturbed and rise to the surface. Australian officials say that from 50 million to 100 million longline hooks are set  each year in the Antarctic Ocean, and as many as 1.1 billion are set  throughout the world. Seabirds around the trawlers try to eat the bait from the hooks as the lines are fed out behind the boat. Many become snared and drown as the lines sinks. Others ingest discarded fish heads that still have hooks in them.

Experts estimate that the careless practices of some longline fishermen could be unintentionally killing more than 300,000 seabirds annually, 100,000 of them albatrosses. The longline fisheries of particular concern are those targeting southern bluefin tuna, which is used in sushi, and the Patagonian toothfish, a high-value restaurant fish in the United States, Europe and Asia that is known as Chilean sea bass, Antarctic black hake or mero.

BirdLife International, an alliance of national conservation groups working in more than 100 countries, says that two-thirds of all albatross species are now threatened with extinction, up from one-third in 1994.

"Longlining is the single greatest threat to these seabirds," said Michael Rands, director of BirdLife International, which is based in Cambridge, England.

The organization has listed 17 of the 24 albatross species as being threatened. It said that two of the species - the Amsterdam albatross and the Chatham albatross - are "critically endangered."   Three other species are listed as "endangered," and 12, including the  wandering albatross, are considered "vulnerable." It said that nine  other species of seabird, mainly petrels, were also threatened by longlining.

"Over the past decade or so, the threats to albatrosses and other seabirds from longliners have become an increasing source of  concern," said Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the United Nations Environment Program. "The populations of many of the 24  species of albatross have been declining."

He said that the longlining problem was not confined to the Antarctic Ocean. Because there are longliners operating elsewhere, including in the North Pacific, he said the problem was "a truly  international issue that concerns many governments."

Toepfer issued a warning at a conference this week in Berlin on the  Convention on Migratory Species of Wild Animals. Officials and  experts attending the meeting, which ended Tuesday, called for  urgent action to ratify a new international treaty to conserve albatrosses and petrels. If it is ratified, it could take effect later this                                   year or early in 2003.

The treaty, which would be legally binding, requires signatory states  to take specific measures to reduce longline catching of seabirds  and improve the conservation status of albatrosses and petrels.

Australia, Brazil, Britain, Chile, France, New Zealand, Peru and Ukraine have signed the treaty. But five states must ratify the agreement before it takes effect and so far only two, Australia and New Zealand, have done so.

Relatively cheap and easy measures to prevent seabirds from swallowing baited hooks have been implemented by the longline  fleets of Australia, Japan, New Zealand and the United States. They include towing bird-scaring lines with flapping plastic streamers, which the Japanese call tori, as a deterrent to scavenging, and tubes that set the fishing lines underwater, out of  reach of the birds. They also include tying enough weights to the  line so that it sinks more quickly; setting lines at night rather than during the day, when most albatrosses feed, and using thawed, not  frozen, bait because it sinks more quickly.

Rands said that implementing such solutions would benefit longline fishermen because more bait eaten by birds means less fish caught.

Toepfer said that in the case of the critically endangered Amsterdam albatross, only 90 birds were left. Some other species are down to a few thousand or tens of thousands, according to  scientists who monitor their breeding grounds. BirdLife International  puts the total number of wandering albatrosses remaining at 28,000.

It has listed the gray-headed albatross - a medium-sized albatross, with a wingspan of about two meters - as a vulnerable species even though there are estimated to be 250,000 birds remaining. This is because research by British Antarctic Survey scientists on the birds' main breeding ground - Bird Island, off South Georgia in the                                   Falklands - revealed a 20 percent decline in the population over the past 20 years.

The South Georgia population is thought to account for more than half the global population of the species. Albatross breeding patterns  make the birds particularly vulnerable. Once they reach adulthood, at about 10 years of age, they return every second year to the same  mate in their breeding grounds on the sub-Antarctic islands of the  Antarctic Ocean, in territory controlled mainly by Australia, Britain, France, New Zealand and South Africa.

Most birds lay a single egg. The resulting chick needs both parents to provide enough food before it is ready to fly out to sea by itself. If  one parent is lost, the chick will likely starve. Nurturing takes a year.

During this time, some wandering albatross parents have been recorded flying an estimated 150,000 kilometers while foraging for  squid and fish. French and German scientists tracked them using  small meters attached to their legs.

British Antarctic Survey scientists who have been studying the  wandering albatross in South Georgia since the 1960s said that the  breeding population had fallen by half in that time, while the number  of young birds surviving is also falling year by year. Many of the  chicks were found to be getting fishing debris, such as hooks and lines, in the food their parents brought them. Australian scientists have warned that large seabird populations that are quickly reduced to small, isolated populations often suffer from reduced fecundity,                                   known as inbreeding depression.

A much-reduced gene pool in the breeding stock also increases susceptibility to disease, they added. 

__________________________________________________________________________________
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XINHUA GENERAL NEWS SERVICE 

September 27, 2002, 

UNEP, NREL join forces to boost renewable energy projects 

NAIROBI, Sept. 26 (Xinhua) --An international effort to pin point the most promising wind and solar power  sites in developing countries received a boost Thursday with the announcement of a new collaboration between the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) and one of the world's leading "green energy" research centers. 

      The agreement, between UNEP and the National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) headquartered in  Colorado, the US, will expand the pilot Solar and Wind Energy Resource Assessment (SWERA), said UNEP in a statement. 

      Under the existing project, surveys and high-quality solar and wind maps are being prepared for 13

      developing countries. The new agreement will increase the number to 14 by including the Maldives in the Indian Ocean. An existing plan to map Bangladesh will also be expanded under the new deal, said the

      statement. 

      SWERA, which has secured 6.7 million US dollars investment from the Global Environment Facility (GEF), is seen as an important new initiative to deliver cleaner forms of energy to developing nations. 

      Klaus Toepfer, the executive director of UNEP, said that he welcomed the closer cooperation  with  NREL, because delivering cleaner and less-polluting forms of energy to poorer parts of the world is absolutely crucial for fighting poverty and helping to reduce emissions of pollutants linked with unhealthy indoor and outdoor air and global warming. 

      A lack of energy has other severe environmental consequences, he noted, adding that those without access to electricity are forced to fell trees for firewood and cooking fuel, accelerating impacts such as soil erosion  and the loss of the world's wildlife. 

      While the costs of renewable energies like solar and wind have been tumbling in recent years, obstacles

      remain to their widespread deployment particularly in developing countries. 

      One of these is the uncertainty about the size and intensity of the solar and wind resource, he said. 

      The SWERA project aims to bridge this knowledge gap so that potential investors can know, with a great deal of accuracy, the locations where they can secure a good and reasonable return, he said. 

      The importance of providing high quality solar and wind maps, produced by SWERA using remote sensing satellite and on-the-ground data, is highlighted by the Philippines. 

      The government there changed its national energy strategy to include a greater reliance on wind power,

      after receiving an assessment of the kind SWERA would produce, showing a sizeable potential for wind  power. 

      Experts also claim that by using the information gained through SWERA, wind developers may be able to find the best wind sites more quickly and shave 12 months or more from the time it takes to gather sufficient data to advance a wind project. 

      Currently, over two billion people in developing countries have little or no access  to reliable source of

      energy and nine out of ten Africans have no access  to electricity at all, said UNEP. 

      The SWERA pilot countries are: Bangladesh, Brazil, China, Cuba, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Ghana, Guatemala, Honduras, Kenya, Nepal, Nicaragua,and Sri Lanka.

______________________________________________________________________________________

PANA

UNEP TO BOOST WIND, SOLAR ENERGY IN POOR COUNTRIES 

      Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - An international effort to map out the most promising Wind and Solar power sites in   developing countries received a boost Thursday with the announcement of a new collaboration between the  UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and one of the world's leading "green energy" research centres. 

      The Nairobi-based UN agency said in a release that the agreement between it and the National Renewable  Energy Laboratory (NREL) headquartered in Golden, Colorado, would expand the pilot Solar and Wind Energy Resource Assessment (SWERA). 

      Under the project, surveys and high-quality solar and wind maps are being prepared for 14 developing

      countries, including three in Africa. SWERA, which has secured 6.7 million US dollars investment from the  Global Environment Facility (GEF), is seen as an important new initiative to deliver cleaner forms of energy to  developing nations. 

      Expressing his satisfaction with the closer co-operation with NREL, UNEP Executive Director, Klaus Toepfer,  said delivering cleaner and less-polluting forms of energy to poorer parts of the world is absolutely crucial for  fighting poverty and helping to reduce emissions of pollutants linked with unhealthy indoor and outdoor air  and global warming. 

      "A lack of energy has other severe environmental consequences. Those without access to electricity are

      forced to fell trees for firewood and cooking fuel, accelerating impacts such as soil erosion and the loss of  the world's wildlife," Toepfer added. 

      The UNEP boss said while the costs of renewable energies like solar and wind have been tumbling in recent  years, obstacles remain to their widespread deployment particularly in developing countries. 

      "One of these is the uncertainty about the size and intensity of the solar and wind resource. 

      "The SWERA project aims to bridge this knowledge gap so potential investors can know, with a great deal of  accuracy, the locations where they can secure a good and reasonable return," he said. 

      Experts believe that by using the information gained through SWERA, wind developers may be able to find  the best wind sites more quickly and save 12 months or more from the time it takes to gather sufficient data to advance a wind project. 

      The SWERA project is linked with other renewable energy initiatives including the Global Network on Energy  for Sustainable Development, which was launched by UNEP at the World Summit on Sustainable

      Development 1 September. 

      It is linking up "energy centres of excellence" in order to promote renewable and cleaner forms of energy production on the ground in developing countries. 

      Currently, over two billion people in developing countries have little or no access to reliable source of energy and nine out of 10 Africans have no access to electricity. 

      Last year, the G8 Renewable Energy Task Force noted that given financing, political will and creative

      projects, renewable energy could be delivered to one billion extra people by 2010. 

      These new initiatives, such as a strengthened SWERA, are in line with the G8 Task Force's proposals. 

      Currently, the SWERA pilot countries are: Bangladesh, Brazil, China, Cuba, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Ghana, Guatemala, Honduras, Kenya, Nepal, Nicaragua, and Sri Lanka. The partnership with NREL will extend the benefits to Maldives. __________________________________________________________________________________

Greenwire

Greater protections granted whales, shark,; birds 
      The great white shark, a rare and perhaps new species of  camel, several whale species and other migratory animals will  receive greater protection under an international agreement  concluded yesterday in Germany. Officials of nearly 100  countries were meeting to update the Convention on Migratory Species of Wild Animals (CMS), brokered by the United Nations Environment Program in 1979 and revisited every three years 

      (Greenwire, Sept. 20). 

      Made famous by the movie Jaws, the great white shark was deemed so endangered by delegates this week in Bonn that it was  added to both Appendix I and Appendix II of the convention.  Under the priority, Appendix I listing, all countries with  waters home to the species are legally required to protect the sharks from poaching and incidental catch in fishing nets, according to UNEP. 

      Representatives also granted greater protection to six  whale species, placing the fin, sei and sperm species under Appendix I. Antarctic minke, Bryde's and pygmy right whales were  added to Appendix II. UNEP noted that the listings mean a  regional agreement is likely to come out of the South Pacific granting greater protection for all six species and their  breeding grounds and migration routes. 

      The whale proposals were not supported by all convention  attendees, with Norway objecting but stopping short of calling  for a formal vote on the listings. CMS Executive Secretary  Arnulf Muller-Helmbrecht in a statement commended Norway for its  forbearance and tacit support of the consensus view on the whale       protections. 

      Delegates also acted to protect three fragmented  populations of a hairy-kneed camel. Explorers and scientists  discovered the animal -- no more than 1,000 in total -- in 1999 amid sandy, salty dunes of China and Mongolia. Indeed, that the animal has survived in a former nuclear test zone on little more than salty water may mean it is a unique species, UNEP said. 

      The Ganges and Indus River dolphin of Bangladesh, India and  Pakistan, and Saiga antelope of the Eurasian steppes, will also  get more protection under the revamped CMS. The German delegation won support for resolutions calling for more careful placement of power lines and wind turbines to protect migratory  bird species. Officials also agreed to bring more pressure to  bear on countries to ratify an agreement protecting albatross  and petrel species, UNEP said. _________________________________________________________________________________________

MSNBC 

 Shark, whales get U.N. protection
               Nations also add  camel, river dolphin tospecial list

               Great White Sharks like this one off South Africa rebounded after nearly  being driven extinct by

               fishermen in the 1980s. But  renewed fishing for shark fins, an Asian delicacy, has put new pressure on the  species.

BONN, Germany, Sept. 25 —  Nations adhering to a  U.N. wildlife agreement on Wednesday added

               the great white shark, three whale species, a rare Asian camel and the blind Southeast Asia river

               dolphin to a list that provides greater protection from human predators.

 “CONSERVING THE rich, wealth and range of wildlife is vital for conserving the health of the planet,” Klaus Toepfer, the director of the U.N. Environment Program said in a statement praising the agreement. “Animals and plants, from the humblest to the highest, all have their role to play in making the ecosystems and habitats upon which we all  depend, tick.” The species will get further protection under the  Convention on Migratory Species, which most nations have  either signed or informally agreed to go along with.

DOZENS ON MOST PROTECTED LIST

Meeting in Bonn, Germany, delegates assessed the situation of 36 species and placed several on the                           convention’s “Appendix I” — which means countries with populations of those species must protect them if they’re not doing so already. Eighty-five species are already on the list,which is now joined by these:                             Great White Shark. The countries agreed that the  species is now endangered. Great Whites are found in many                           waters across the world including the Pacific and the Mediterranean.  Asian camel. Three fragmented populations of a rare camel — which some experts suspect may be an entirely new species — have also been given priority protection.   Living in Mongolia and China, fewer than 1,000 of the camels are thought to main, making them more rare than the Giant Panda. Scientists first discovered a small group in and dunes on the edge of the Tibetan mountains. 

         Advertisement

The U.N. Environment Program said the camels, which   live in a former nuclear test zone, could be a unique species  because they have been able to survive on salt water bubbling up from beneath the dunes. The camels have been  targeted not only by poachers but by illegal miners using them for transport.  Ganges and Indus River Dolphin. Found in Indian,  Pakistani and Bangladeshi rivers, these blind dolphins are threatened by pollution and dam construction. They navigate  and feed using their sophisticated biological sonar systems.                             Whale species. Fin, Sei and Sperm whales were given  the highest protection level. Three other species — the                           Antarctic minke, the Bryde’s and the Pygmy Right — were  placed on Appendix II.  The UNEP said the whale protections mean that South  Pacific countries are likely to now draft a regional accord to better protect all six species.

BIRD PROTECTIONS

Delegates also backed Germany’s proposal to protect birds and other migratory species from power lines and wind turbines. Birds are often electrocuted on power lines, while the boom in wind power has created another obstacle that many birds can’t survive.   The resolution urges countries to adopt bird-friendly techniques when constructing power lines and to research the impacts of wind turbine blades on migrating birds.                                   Going from written agreements to specific protections will be a tougher road to follow, especially in                                                    countries where laws are  lax and poachers many.  Toepfer cited the  benefits of protecting wildlife as going beyond ecosystems. “They also have great psychological  and cultural importance for humankind whether it be the romance of the whales or the charming chatter of the birds,”he said. “They link to our past and our present through literature, music and art. The future will be a poorer, bleaker, place without a vibrant, plentiful, natural world.” Background on the Bonn talks and the wildlife treaty are online at www.wcmc.org.uk/cms/.

· By MSNBC.com’s Miguel Llanos

________________________________________________________________________________________

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

Rare camel among species added to Most-protected list
                 Associated Press Thursday, September 26, 2002

 Berlin --- A rare camel that can survive in harsh conditions and several other animals have been granted increased protection status by the United Nations, officials said Wednesday. 

                 The Bactrian camel, the great white shark and the blind river dolphin were among the species named to the U.N. Environment Program's most-protected list. 

                 The camels live on the edge of the Tibetan mountains and are believed to number  fewer than 1,000. They are threatened by poachers and encroaching human  populations whose domestic camels compete for food. 

                 The camel's new status will require countries to prevent the animals from being killed, caught or used for scientific research, said Veronika Lenarz, a  spokeswoman for the convention.

The New Zealand Herald

Hairy-kneed camels, blind dolphins get new rights 

BERLIN - A highly-endangered species of hairy-kneed  camel which lives in a former nuclear test zone and is                hunted by poachers with land mines has won tougher protection from human predators.   Delegates from more than 100 countries have been assessing the dangers posed to 37 species around the world at a week-long convention in the western German city  of Bonn set up by the United Nations Environment                Programme (UNEP). 

                A curious species of camel which lives in Mongolia and China, numbering less than 1000 and rarer than the Giant Panda, was accorded priority protection, boosting efforts to protect it from poachers and to conserve its migration routes. 

                "The fact that these animals, living in a former nuclear test zone, were able to survive on salt water bubbling up from  beneath the dunes has led experts to conclude that they may be unique," the UNEP said in a statement. 

                The hairy-kneed camel, first discovered by scientists on the edge of the Tibetan mountains three years ago, has overcome incredible odds to survive. 

                "These things were living on salt water at levels which would kill a normal mammal," UNEP spokesman Nick  Nuttall told Reuters by telephone. "Around their little oases  poachers have been dropping land mines which the camel  steps on. The poachers then gather up the remains as food." 

                Nuttall said once countries agreed on the so-called Appendix I listing, they were legally obliged to protect the  animal in question from poaching. 

                The Ganges and Indus River Dolphin, which lives in India,      Pakistan and Bangladesh, also gained an Appendix I listing. The creature, which is blind but able to navigate and feed using its sophisticated biological sonar system, is threatened by pollution and dam building. 

                The conference also concluded that the great white shark, feared by bathers and surfing enthusiasts around the world thanks to the Jaws movies, was now so endangered that all countries in whose waters it lived should be legally required to protect it from poaching and being caught in fishing nets. 

                The world's largest predatory fish, the great white can grow   up to 7m in length and weigh as much as 2100kg. It is usually found in temperate offshore waters ranging from California to Australia, Southern Africa and beyond. 

                Delegates in Bonn also backed plans to protect birds from  power lines and wind turbines, amid concern that large numbers were being electrocuted during their annual migrations by cables strung across their flight paths. 

                "The resolution urges countries to adopt bird-friendly techniques when constructing medium-voltage power  lines," the UNEP statement said. 

 _______________________________________________________________________________________

M2 PRESSWIRE 

September 26, 2002 

         UNEP, US National Renewable Energy Laboratory join forces to deliver pollution-free electricity to developing countries; Closer        cooperation strengthens pioneering wind and solar power mapping project 

An international effort to pinpoint the most promising wind and solar power sites in developing countries received a boost today with the announcement of a new collaboration between the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and one of the world's leading "green  energy" research centres. 

       The agreement, between UNEP and the National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL), headquartered in Golden, Colorado, will expand the pilot Solar and Wind Energy Resource Assessment (SWERA). 

       Under the existing project, surveys and high-quality solar and wind maps are being prepared for 13 developing countries. The new agreement, termed a Memorandum of Understanding, will increase the number to 14 by including the Maldives in the Indian Ocean. An existing plan to map Bangladesh will also be expanded under the new deal. The SWERA, which has secured a $6.7 million investment from  the Global Environment Facility, is seen as an important new initiative to deliver cleaner forms of energy to developing nations. 

       Klaus Topfer, the Executive Director of UNEP, said: "I welcome this closer cooperation with NREL. Delivering cleaner and less-polluting forms of energy to poorer parts of the world is absolutely crucial for fighting poverty and helping to reduce emissions of pollutants linked with unhealthy indoor and outdoor air and global warming. A lack of energy has other severe environmental consequences. Those without access       to electricity are forced to fell trees for firewood and cooking fuel, accelerating impacts such as soil erosion and the loss of the world's wildlife." 

       "While the costs of renewable energies like solar and wind have been tumbling in recent years, obstacles remain to their widespread deployment, particularly in developing countries. 

       One of these is the uncertainty about the size and intensity of the solar and wind resource. The SWERA project aims to bridge this knowledge gap so potential investors can know, with a great deal of accuracy, the locations where they can secure a good and reasonable return", he said. 

       The importance of providing high-quality solar and wind maps, produced by SWERA using remote-sensing satellite and on-the-ground data, is highlighted by the Philippines. The Government there changed its national energy strategy to include a greater reliance on wind power, after receiving an assessment of the kind SWERA would produce, showing a sizeable potential for wind power. 

       Experts also claim that, by using the information gained through SWERA, wind developers may be able to find the best wind sites more quickly and shave 12 months or more from the time it takes to gather sufficient data to advance a wind project. 

       The SWERA project links with other renewable energy initiatives, including the Global Network on Energy for Sustainable Development, which was launched by UNEP at the World Summit on Sustainable Development on 1 September in Johannesburg. 

       It is linking up "energy centres of excellence" in order to promote renewable and cleaner forms of energy production on the ground in developing countries. 

       Currently over 2 billion people in developing countries have little or no access to a reliable source of energy, and nine out of 10 Africans have no access to electricity at all. Last year, the G-8 Renewable Energy Task Force outlined how, given financing, political will and creative projects, renewable energy could be delivered to 1 billion extra people by 2010. 

       These new initiatives, such as a strengthened SWERA, are in line with the G-8 Task Force's proposals. 

       Democratic Representative Mark Udall of Colorado, Co-Chair, House Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Caucus, said: "I'm delighted that after nearly five years of development, this important collaboration between Colorado's own National Renewable Energy Laboratory and the UN Environment Programme is coming to fruition. Its first project - the expansion of the Solar and Wind Energy Survey Assessment -       promises to help people in developing countries gain access to clean energy technologies that can improve the quality of their lives." 

       Currently, the SWERA pilot countries are: Bangladesh, Brazil, China, Cuba, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Ghana, Guatemala, Honduras, Kenya, Nepal, Nicaragua and Sri Lanka. The partnership with NREL will nhance these efforts and allow an expansion of the Bangladesh assessment and an additional assessment in Maldives. 

       For more information, please contact: Eric Falt, UNEP spokesperson and Director of the Division of Communications and Public Information, in  Nairobi, tel: +254-2-62-3292; e-mail: eric.falt@unep.org; or Nick Nuttall, UNEP Head of Media, tel: +254-2-623084, mobile:+254-733-632755, e-mail: nick.nuttall@unep.org 

       In Washington, D.C., Brennan Van Dyke, Director, UNEP Regional Office for North America, tel: +1-202-785-0465; or e-mail:  bvd@rona.unep.org     At NREL, please contact: Ron Benioff at +1-303-384-7504; or e-mail: ron_benioff@nrel.gov 

       The SWERA Web site can be found at http://swera.unep.net. 

       ((M2 Communications Ltd disclaims all liability for information provided within M2 PressWIRE. Data supplied by named party/parties. Further

       information on M2 PressWIRE can be obtained at http://www.presswire.net on the world wide web. Inquiries to info@m2.com)). 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Chemicals spark Arctic alert

               Chemicals used to make household products fire-resistant are being discovered in several Arctic

               species. 

               The chemicals, brominated flame retardants, appear to be concentrated in the Norwegian Arctic. 

               They are being found in the region's polar bears, whose cubs have a lower survival rate than

               elsewhere. 

               They are also turning up in seabirds' eggs, and local people are now being warned not to eat them. 

               The extent of the contamination is disclosed by the BBC Radio 4 programme Costing The

               Earth, broadcast in the UK on Thursday. 

               Ominous decade 

               Concern about pollution of the Arctic by a range of chemicals, including PCBs

               (polychlorinated biphenyls) and DDT, is not new. 

               Scientists at the Norwegian Polar Institute (NPI) in Tromso told the BBC those compounds

               were a gradually diminishing problem. 

               But levels of the brominated flame retardants (BFRs) were rising, in bears, seals, foxes and

               glaucous gulls. 

               Geir Wing Gabrielsen has been carrying out research for 20 years in Svalbard, the             archipelago half-way between Norway and the North Pole. 

               He told the programme: "Levels of these brominated compounds are three times higher

               in Canadian seals than they were 10 years ago. 

               "In Svalbard, the bear cub survival rate is half  what you find in Canada and Alaska. 

               "There, about 42% of the bears live to the age of 15 or more. In Svalbard the figure is 11%." 

               Egg advice 

               Geir Wing Gabrielsen is also concerned about pollution in seabirds' eggs. He and his colleagues have extended their research this year from colonies in northern Norway to Svalbard, Russia's Kola peninsula, and the Faeroe islands. 

               He told BBC News Online: "We've found high levels of PCBs, dioxins and some of the new

               contaminants in the eggs. 

               "On Bear Island, just to the south of Svalbard, we found dead and dying gulls with PCB levels in their brains a hundred times higher than in healthy birds. 

               "Some people in mainland Norway are very fond of the eggs. But eating a single one   can increase your body burden of these organic pollutants by10%. We're advising children and women of child-bearing age not to eat any." 

               BFRs are used in television sets, car interiors,computers and some fabrics. Dr Hans Wolkers,               a toxicologist at NPI, said their concentrations in the environment were doubling every five years. 

               Double-edged sword 

               He told Costing the Earth: "They've not been tested. They were a blessing, and really did

               save a lot of lives. 

               "But we may face effects similar to those we saw with PCBs. I call them the PCBs of the

               future, and at NPI we really think they should be restricted." 

               Gwynne Lyons, of WWF, the global environment campaign, told the programme:

               "The BFRs certainly should ring alarm bells. 

               "They've been shown to affect behaviour in laboratory animals, particularly brain

               development, and that sort of effect on learning seems to get worse as the animal

               ages. 

               "I think we should be incredibly careful about these chemicals. They may upset brain

               development in children." 

               Dr Kit Kovacs of NPI is worried at what the BFRs may be doing already. She said: "For

               Arctic peoples that are eating marine mammals, it's a very serious concern. 

               "The level of pollutants in mothers' milk in Greenland is a horrific concern there, and to

               the broader global community. They're ingesting highly polluted food, and producing

               highly polluted milk." 

______________________________________________________________________________

BBC

W African elephants 'separate' species
               African elephants have a high conservation profile 

               DNA evidence suggesting that there are three different

               species of elephant in Africa could lead to a heated

               debate among zoologists. 

               Researchers at the University of California at San Diego

               (UCSD) say the elephants of West Africa are a separate

               species from either the savannah elephants of central,

               eastern and southern Africa and the forest elephant. 

               Just over a year ago, it was generally accepted that

               there was one species of elephant with perhaps two

               sub-species. 

               Then genetic evidence indicated that the forest

               elephant was a separate species. It is smaller than the

               savannah elephant with smaller, straighter tusks. 

               Now DNA studies suggest

               the West African animals

               are sufficiently different genetically to be classified as a third species of African elephant. 

               But the DNA evidence is not accepted by all zoologists and mammal specialists as sufficient

               evidence that there are separate species rather than just sub-species or  even just slight variations

               among a single species. 

               The existence of three separate species or eventhree sub-species would have strong implications for

               conservation strategies for elephants in Africa. 

               Each of the three groups of elephants have varying numbers, live in different environments and face a range of threats to their existence. 

               The San Diego researchers say that West African elephants are "genetically and geographically isolated from elephants elsewhere on the continent" and have both savannah and forest forms. 

               They believe the population in the west has been isolated for 2.4 million years. 

               Dishing the dirt 

               The evidence of a new species comes from analysis of DNA from savannah, forest and West African elephants. 

               "This discovery is important, because West African elephants are threatened with extinction as a result of  human activities," says David Woodruff of UCSD's biological sciences department. 

               "If these findings are confirmed, zoologists and conservation managers will need to recognise three

               different species of African elephants, all of which need protection because their numbers are

               declining," he adds. 

               The DNA evidence was taken from intestinal material found in the dung of the elephants. 

               Not all mammal experts are convinced by the research, however. Professor John Skinner of the Pretoria University Memorial Research Institute told BBC News Online that "the jury is still out" on whether the forest and WestAfrican elephants are separate species rather than sub-species. 

               He cautioned against using purely genetic evidence when more work could be done to look at the effects of environment on dispersed elements of the same species. 

               He said there was some controversy about the issue atthe international mammal conference in South Africa in  2001. 

               Conservation strategies 

               The World Wide Fund for Nature is concerned with conserving elephant numbers - whether they are one or three species. 

               The fund estimates that there are between 300,000 and 487,000 elephants left in Africa, but says that

               estimating populations is difficult and can be imprecise.

               But the numbers of  elephants have declined dramatically in recent decades. Some estimates

               suggest that the numbers have fallen from 1.3 million in 1981 to 400-500,000 now. 

               Of these, the majority (about 250-350,000) are  savannah elephants, most of the rest are forest

               elephants and a mere 12,000 are West African elephants. 

               The main author of the San Diego report, Lori  Eggert, says that the differences between the three

               types of elephants mean that conservationists need to be aware of varying levels of threat. 

               "Overpopulation in some southern African parks should  not lead to a relaxation of the protection for elephants  elsewhere, especially in the forests." 

               Forest elephants, including forest-dwelling West African  elephants, "live in a habitat that is rapidly being logged and converted to agriculture. 

               "Increasingly forests in Africa are becoming fragmented and elephant populations are being isolated in a sea of  farms and villages," according to Lori Eggert. 

               The WWF also believes there have been different levels of loss among the three groups of elephants. They  point out that elephant populations in West Africa started to decline much earlier than the other                populations. 

               Threats vary 

               There are also different causes of decline in different areas. Poaching has been a major problem in eastern Africa, while in the west, this has been combined with the effects of logging and population pressure. 

               Elephant populations in southern Africa are increasing. 

               This has led to differences between eastern and  southern African countries over whether the ban on the trade in ivory should be lifted. 

               Southern African countries such as Botswana, South  Africa and Zimbabwe have been in favour of at least a  partial lifting of the ban, while Kenya and Tanzania have been opposed on the basis that their elephant  populations suffered most from poaching and the ivory trade. 

               Whether the argument for three species prevails, it is  clear that the regional variations in the threat to elephant numbers are leading to a renewed debate over the correct strategies for conservation.

___________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Great Barrier Reef faces new enemy in disease

  SYDNEY - Australia's Great Barrier Reef, the world's largest living organism, may be confronting a new enemy as an unknown disease

  spreads almost imperceptibly through its multi-hued coral. 

  Australian Institute of Marine Science ecologist Cathie Page said yesterday that a condition scientists are calling "white syndrome" was  found on 33 of 48 reefs surveyed in the national marine park, one of Australia's prime tourist attractions. 

  The syndrome, which leaves white marks where it has killed living tissue, has increased significantly in the past year, raising the spectre of  a new threat to coral already stressed by record temperatures and careless mariners. 

  "I think it's a little bit too early to say that it's potentially devastating because we haven't seen any devastation from it yet, we've seen little bits and pieces of mortality," Page told Reuters by telephone from northeastern Australia. 

  "It's something that we're going to continue to monitor and hopefully understand..., and hopefully it won't increase." 

  The term white syndrome was deliberately broad, she added, because the condition could involve a number of different diseases. 

  RECORD TEMPERATURES BAKE CORAL 

  The Great Barrier Reef, which stretches over 345,400 square km (133,400 sq miles) down the coast of the eastern state of Queensland, last

  southern hemisphere summer suffered the warmest sea water temperatures ever recorded. 

  Mass bleaching, which occurs when coral becomes stressed by high temperatures and its symbiotic relationship with algae breaks down, often leading to death, affected around 60 percent of the reef in early 2002. 

  Scientists say the return this year of the El Nino weather event, which coincides with a warming of Pacific waters, promises more destructive bleaching late this year and in early 2003. 

  Page said there was a possibility that the bleaching had undermined the coral's ability to resist disease, and that could be a factor leading to the increase of white syndrome. 

  White syndrome was first detected on the Great Barrier Reef in 1993 but was not considered worth monitoring until 1999, Page said.  Between 2001 and 2002, surveys found that its prevalence increased to 33 reef structures from seven, out of 48 being monitored for  environmental degradation. 

  In most reefs, it is limited to a few coral colonies and divers marvelling at the marine life might not even notice it. But on outer shelf reefs the syndrome was found to be widespread. 

  Page said the disease's micro biology was being analysed but did not appear to be similar to syndromes afflicting coral in the Caribbean or the Western Atlantic. 

  One thing did appear to be clearer - the condition was unlikely to be related to coastal or marine pollution as its prevalence was higher in the outer rim of the Great Barrier Reef where the environment was pristine. 

  "It's something to keep an eye on," Page said.

___________________________________________________________________________

ENS

State of the Nation's Ecosystems: Data Missing 

                      WASHINGTON, DC, September 26, 2002 (ENS) - There are major gaps in what

                      is known about the nation's lands, waters and living resources, a new

                      environmental study concludes. The report, based on five years of intensive

                      research, proposes periodic reporting on a list of key ecological indicators

                      that could aid in future environmental and land management policy decision. 

                      In 1995, the Clinton administration asked the H. John Heinz III Center for

                      Science, Economics and the Environment - a think tank that is not affiliated

                      with either environmental or industry groups - to compile existing data to help

                      assess the health of the nation's environment. The 270 page report released

                      this week concludes that almost 50 percent of the information needed to make

                      environmental policy decisions is missing or inadequate. 

                      The nation's wetland acres have declined by more than  half since European settlement. Since 1950, freshwater wetlands have declined by 10 percent, and coastal  wetlands by 8 percent. (Photo courtesy Florida International University College of Engineering)

                      "The report brings together in one place indicator data produced by a wide array of                      excellent but independent environmental  monitoring efforts run by both government  and private organizations," noted William Clark, a professor at Harvard University's John F. Kennedy School of Government and chair of the Heinz Center project. 

                      "These data reveal a rich, complex, and often surprising picture of the state of our nation's

                      ecosystems," Clark continued. "Equally important, however, the report shows where that picture is incomplete: nearly half the indicators lack sufficient data." 

                      Almost 150 experts from government, business, environmental organizations                      and academia collaborated to select indicators of the nation's environmental health, and report on the best available data on environmental conditions and trends. 

                      The resulting report, "The State of the Nation's Ecosystems: Measuring the Lands, Waters, and Living Resources of the United States," presents a compelling argument for reporting environmental indicators, much as key data are reported to help gauge the state of the national economy. 

                                                       Almost all streams, groundwater,  sediments (stream and estuarine),                                                       and freshwater fish sampled have  at least one chemical contaminant at detectable levels, the report finds.                                                       (Photo courtesy U.S. Forest Service)

                                                       "Just as economic policies are informed through a set of                                                       key indicators such as gross domestic product, inflation, unemployment, and the  balance of trade, we as a                                                       nation must have clear indicators of the condition of  our ecosystems as a basis for shaping public policies and private sector initiatives," explained Clark. 

                      The report provides indicators for the nation as a whole and for its coasts and oceans, forests, farmlands, fresh waters, grasslands and shrublands, and urban and suburban areas. For each of these systems, the study reports on 10  key characteristics of ecosystems that should be tracked over time, including                     their chemical and physical conditions, the status of their biological  components, and the amounts of goods and services people receive from them. 

                      Where the data are available, the report also describes current environmental conditions and trends for each of these indicators. But for 45 of the 103  indicators presented, the Heinz researchers found inadequate data to support nationwide conclusions about ecological health. And the researchers were                      able to discuss current trends for just 31 of the indicators. 

                      "In seeking data, we found a classic case of a glass that is both half empty                      and half full," the report states. "Substantial gaps remain, and until and unless these gaps are filled, Americans will not have access to a complete picture of

                      the 'state of the nation's ecosystems'." 

                      The researchers cited a simple lack of data for 31 of the 45 indicators for which                     they were not able to report status or trends. But for 14 indicators, the researchers found a fundamental lack of agreement "on how the relevant  ecosystem characteristic can be measured most meaningfully and effectively."

                      The report finds that the amount of cropland that is vulnerable to water erosion has dropped by a third since 1982, to about 89 million acres. (Photo  courtesy U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA))

                      "Without agreement on what indicators we should use to measure our progress, it is extremely difficult for lawmakers, regulators, and the public to make informed choices about the direction our                     policies should be taking," said Tom Jorling, vice president for environmental  affairs at International Paper and the chair of a group of senior advisors for the Heinz project. 

                      "The 'State of the Nation's Ecosystems' is an important first step toward remedying this unsatisfactory situation," added Jorling, who is also a former environmental commissioner for New York State. 

                      The report covers 10 categories of ecological information considered crucial                      to developing a comprehensive view of the nation's environmental health.  These include: Ecosystem extent - Gains or losses in the area covered by a particular ecosystem  Fragmentation and landscape pattern - Size, shape, proximity and other patterns of how ecosystems are arranged on the landscape  Building blocks of life - Amounts and concentrations of key chemicals (nitrogen, phosphorous, carbon, and oxygen) that play vital roles in ecosystems Contaminants - The extent of chemical contamination, as well as the frequency with which contaminant levels exceed regulatory standards

 and advisory guidelines Physical conditions - The condition of important physical  characteristics of a particular ecosystem, such as coastal erosion or the depth to groundwater  Plants and animals - The presence and condition of native and  non-native species of plants and animals Biological communities - The condition of groups of plants and   animals that form the "biological neighborhood" for other species Plant growth and productivity - The amount of plant growth, which  reflects the amount of energy entering an ecosystem and available to all organisms  Production of food and fiber and use of water - Quantities of goods  produced by ecosystems, such as crops, livestock, timber, fish and water  Recreation and other services - Activities like swimming, hiking, biking  and hunting, and other ervices, including plant pollination and flood  reduction

                      Despite the gaps in data discovered by the Heinz researchers, they note that consistent future tracking of the indicators defined in the report "would produce a much more useful picture of the state of the nation 's ecosystems than has ever been available." 

                                                       The nation's timber harvest is now about 40 percent higher than it was

                                                       during the 1950s, but lower than at its peak in the 1980s, the report                                               shows. (Photo courtesy American  Lands)

                                                       The report also points to specific areas of research                                                    where much more  information needs to be collected. For example, while  data was available for more                                                      than 80 percent of the indicators of indicators of ecosystem extent, chemical contamination, and the                                                       quantities of food, fiber, and water produced in ecosystems, data was lacking for more than two thirds of indicators related to landscape patterns and fragmentation, biological communities and the                      services provided by ecosystems. 

                      Thomas Lovejoy, president of The Heinz Center and formerly an advisor to

                      the World Bank and assistant secretary of the Smithsonian Institution, said

                      the report is important because it involved so many experts from so many

                      different groups, businesses and government agencies. 

                      "Our participants - including many traditional adversaries - put aside their

                      differences to agree on scientifically grounded and policy-relevant indicators

                      for describing the state of our natural systems," Lovejoy noted. 

                      Marine fish landings grew by about 10 percent

                      from the mid-1970s to the mid-1990s, but have

                      since declined back to late 1970 levels. (Photo

                      courtesy National Oceanic and Atmospheric

                      Administration)

                      "Policymaking about the environment

                      will always be contentious in a

                      democracy," Lovejoy added. "But

                      debates on how best to manage our

                      nation's natural resources should not

                      be sidetracked through needless

                      debates about the facts. As a nation,

                      we must embrace these indicators,

                      maintain the essential monitoring

                      programs on which they are based,

                      and launch additional efforts to ensure

                      a comprehensive, sustained national

                      reporting program." 

                      The report was commissioned by the White House Office of Science and

                      Technology Policy, which also called for annual updates to the project and a

                      revised report every five years. The nonprofit H. John Heinz III Center for

                      Science, Economics and the Environment, named in honor of the late Senator

                      John Heinz, was established in 1995 with a mandate of improving the scientific

                      and economic foundation for environmental policy. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

REUTERS

Global warming belongs in US energy bill, House bloc says

  WASHINGTON - One-fourth of the members of the U.S. House of Representatives, including its Democratic leaders, said this week the

  energy bill being assembled by House and Senate negotiators should address global climate change. 

  In a letter to the four lawmakers in charge of the negotiations, 108 representatives said, "We believe prudent action is needed to address

  the environmental and economic impacts of climate change." 

  At the same time, the Bush administration described its work on climate change. The work ranges from improved monitoring of changes in

  the climate to steps for voluntary reductions in emissions of so-called greenhouse gases. 

  House Minority Leader Dick Gephardt, a Democrat from Missouri, and Democratic House Whip Nancy Pelosi of California, whose formal

  title is assistant minority leader, were among representatives signing the bipartisan letter. 

  The letter lauded "common sense steps" in the U.S. Senate version of the energy bill that would require public disclosure of greenhouse

  gas emissions by large factories and power plants; create a White House office on climate change; encourage U.S. participation in global

  talks on climate change, and expand research and innovative technology. 

  "Our climate is changing and if the current system continues, we are headed toward drastic disruptions in our climate," said Rep. John

  Olver, Massachusetts Democrat and a co-author of the letter. 

  Olver's office said the climate change provisions of the compromise House-Senate bill might be approved in the next few days. 

__________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

September 27, 2002

UNEP to boost Wind, Solar Energy in poor countries 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - An international effort to map out the most promising wind- and solar-power sites in developing countries received a boost Thursday with the announcement of a new collaboration between the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and one of the world's leading "green energy" research centres. The Nairobi-based UN agency said in a release that its agreement with the National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) headquartered in the US would expand the pilot Solar and Wind Energy Resource Assessment (SWERA). Under the project, surveys and high-quality solar and wind maps are being prepared for 14 developing countries, including three in Africa. SWERA, which has secured a US$6.7 million investment from the Global Environment Facility (GEF), is seen as an important new initiative to deliver cleaner forms of energy to developing nations. Expressing his satisfaction with the closer cooperation with NREL, UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said that delivering cleaner and less polluting forms of energy to poorer parts of the world is absolutely crucial for fighting poverty and helping to reduce emissions of pollutants linked with unhealthy indoor and outdoor air and global warming.

 http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng021519&dte=26/09/2002
South Africa takes innovative action on plastic waste 

Johannesburg, South Africa (PANA) - The South African government, business and labour have signed a ground-breaking agreement on the management of plastic bags, ending years of disagreement over the merits of increasing the thickness of shopping bags. The agreement signed Thursday by the three social partners would dramatically strengthen the recycling industry, creating much-needed jobs for the unemployed and retaining current jobs in the plastics industry. The agreement effectively amends parts of the Plastic Bag Regulations, which were promulgated on 9 May this year, and come into effect in May 2003. The regulations, as they currently stand, set the absolute minimum thickness for plastic bags at 30 micrometres, and no printing is allowed. These regulations will be amended to set the minimum thickness at 30 microns, with a maximum tolerance of 20 per cent thickness allowed for a period of five years.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng021597&dte=26/09/2002
Militia to Shoot Bush Meat Poachers

UN Integrated Regional Information Networks: A group of US conservationists has received permission from the government of the Central African Republic (CAR) to organise an anti-poaching militia to patrol 155,000 square km of wilderness in the eastern region of the country, National Geographic Adventure magazine reported. The Africa Rainforest and River Conservation (ARRC) plans to recruit and train an anti-poaching force of 400 local men, to

patrol wilderness areas and to protect wildlife. They will have the authority to shoot bush-meat poachers. In particular, the group intends to drive out marauding gangs of Sudanese poachers who are destroying the region's wildlife and terrorising villagers. According to the National Geographic report, each year columns of up to 200 well-armed Sudanese poachers cross the border in pursuit of game animals no longer found in Sudan. After dividing into smaller groups, the poachers set fires to flush out animals, then shoot them and smoke the meat. Populations of elephants, giraffes, crocodiles, and lions have been reduced by more than 95 percent in the area, which was once known as the Serengeti of Central Africa. Also planned are scientific studies, road repair, school and medical dispensary construction, and ecological education.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200209260232.html
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2002/09/0924_020924_poaching.html]

European Cows Better Off Than the World's Poor

Agencia de Informacao de Mocambique (Maputo): The average cow in the European Union now receives total support from taxpayers of 2.2 US dollars a day - more than the daily income of half of the world's population This is one of the many shocking statistics in a new report on agricultural subsidies published by the aid agency of the Catholic Church in England, CAFOD. The report, entitled "Dumping on the Poor", warns that the European Union's Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) is "enormously expensive and enormously damaging". It points out that a typical family in Britain currently pays 16 pounds a week (about 24 US dollars) in taxes and high food prices to subsidise agricultural overproduction. Furthermore, the CAP "undermines the livelihoods of millions of farmers in developing countries by dumping cheap produce in their markets and denying them export opportunities to the largest single market in the world". In the view of CAFOD, the CAP constitutes "a roadblock on the path to development for dozens of the world's poorest nations" preventing them from "building on their agricultural potential to improve the lives of their poorest people and communities".

http://allafrica.com/stories/200209260498.html
_______________________________________________________________________________________
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Topical News Issues
‘Newater’ reaches reservoirs
The Nation (Bangkok, the Straits times), Sept 27, 2002 – From February next year, every glass of tap water available in Singapore will have a little “newater” in it, with the government yesterday giving the go-ahead to release the reclaimed water into reservoirs.

For a start, two  million gallons a day of reclaimed water will be blended with raw water supplies.
…Environment Minister Lim Swee Say said yesterday; “Newater is a safe, affordable and sustainable source of water supply.  It will enable us to be more self-sufficient in water”…

Warnings issued as haze hits S’pore, KL

The Nation (Bangkok, AP), Sept 27, 2002 – Think smoke from annual forest fires in Indonesia  intensified the grey haze hanging over parts of Malaysia and Singapore, darkening skies and prompting health officials to warn of deteriorating air quality.

… In Indonesia’s Central Kalimantan province, low visibility caused by the haze has forced the closing of the airport, schools and some offices, said Huran La-Rasyid, a provincial spokesman.

…The drifting smoke has cast a visible pall over the city but does not pose a health threat for its 4 million people because the pollution is not expected to rise above the danger level of 100, as it did during a peak in Asian haze in 1997, the agency said.


Authority plays down disease threat to Great Barrier Reef
Australian Broadcasting Corporation, Sept 27,2002 - The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority (GBRPA) has played down a disease which is affecting 33 reefs off the Queensland coast.
The Institute of Marine Science (IMS) has been monitoring white syndrome, which eats away live coral                 http://abc.net.au/news/newsitems/s687115.htm 

                                           ______________________________________________________________________________________
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Shark, Whales Get U.N. Protection, MSNBC, 25/9 - Nations adhering to a U.N. wildlife agreement on Wednesday added the great white shark, three whale species, a rare Asian camel and the blind Southeast Asia river dolphin to a list that provides greater protection from human predators. “CONSERVING THE rich, wealth and range of wildlife is vital for conserving the health of the planet,” Klaus Toepfer, the director of the U.N. Environment Program said in a statement praising the agreement.  (See http://www.msnbc.com/news/812844.asp)

Is BP Beyond Petroleum? Hardly, Fortune and Can Oil Giants and Green Energy Mix? Business Week, 30/9:  Here's a novel advertising strategy--pitch your least important product and ignore your most important one. That's what British Petroleum is doing in a U.S. billboard campaign emphasizing the company's investments in renewables.  In the past six years BP has invested more than $200 million in solar power, building an 18% market share. That sounds impressive. By comparison, though, it invested $8.5 billion in exploration and production of fossil fuels in 2001 alone. If BP put its advertising mouth where its money was, its ads would be featuring oilrigs in the Gulf of Mexico, where it will invest $15 billion over the next ten years.  In short, renewables make up a trivial portion of what BP does.  (See http://www.fortune.com/indext.jhtml?channel=print_article.jhtml&doc_id=209537 and http://www.businessweek.com/bwdaily/dnflash/sep2002/nf20020925_4724.htm
Colorado Resource Center Aids Global Effort To Save Apes, Rocky Mountain News, 23/9:  The Biological Resource Center at Arapahoe County's Morris Animal Foundation is part of the Mountain Gorilla Veterinary Project, a program started at the request of the late anthropologist Dian Fossey.  The Mountain Gorilla Veterinary Project has an exclusive agreement with the Rwandan government to provide veterinary care to that country's gorillas.  "Diseases of humans and livestock are the greatest threat posed to mountain gorillas," Dr. Michael Cranfield, director of the Mountain Gorilla Veterinary Project and head veterinarian at the Baltimore Zoo, said.  Mountain gorillas were discovered in October 1902, and their numbers declined through much of the 20th century. By the mid- 1980s, only 248 mountain gorillas were known to remain.  Mountain gorillas aren't the only imperiled apes. Last month, the United Nations Environment Program concluded that rapid destruction of the world's rain forests could force at least 13 ape species to become extinct within 30 years.  (See http://www.rockymountainnews.com/drmn/local/article/0,1299,DRMN_15_1433910,00.html
US NEWS

In US, a rise of violent environmental tactics, Christian Science Monitor, 26/9:  A war on terrorism is escalating in the United States, but it's one that has nothing to do with Osama bin Laden or Saddam Hussein.  This form of violence - which the FBI says is the most serious type of domestic terrorism in the country today - involves radical environmentalists and animal-rights activists, some of whom now vow that they "will no longer hesitate to pick up the gun to implement justice...." (See http://www.csmonitor.com/2002/0926/p01s01-ussc.html)

Into the cold?, Christian Science Monitor, 26/9:  Call it global warming's dirty little secret. Those much-publicized scenarios of how carbon-dioxide (CO2) pollution may gradually heat up the earth don't tell you another key fact: that climate has sometimes changed without warning. It can go from warm to cold - or cold to warm - in less than decade, and stay that way for centuries.  Terrence Joyce, chairman of the physical-oceanography department at Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution in Massachusetts, is one of a handful of scientists trying to raise awareness about this possibility.  See http://www.csmonitor.com/2002/0926/p14s02-sten.html)

As oil prices rise, push for alternatives stalls, USA Today Editorial, 25/9:  A possible U.S. war with Iraq is still just talk, but the mere prospect has sent oil prices soaring this week to their highest levels in more than a year. The price surge is a worrisome reminder of the other threat in the Persian Gulf besides Saddam Hussein: the USA's unending dependence on oil from that volatile region.  Neither President Bush nor Congress is addressing the long-term need to end a reliance on foreign oil that puts the country's economic well-being and security at risk. Instead, they are emphasizing short-term fixes -- particularly increased U.S. production -- that barely curb imports.  (See http://www.usatoday.com/usatonline/20020925/4478610s.htm)

Sugarmaker sues federal government over global warming, Associated Press, 26/9:  A Vermont maple syrup producer, a marine biologist, a couple worried about shoreline erosion at their North Carolina retirement property, and other groups are suing two federal agencies over global warming.  The lawsuit -- filed by Washington-based Friends of the Earth, Greenpeace, and the city of Boulder, Colo. -- says the Export Import Bank and the Overseas Private Investment Corp. have illegally provided more than $32 billion for overseas oil fields, pipelines and coal-fired power plants over the past ten years without assessing their impact on global warming as required by law.  The lawsuit seeks no financial compensation _ only compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act.

CANADIAN NEWS

Doctors say Kyoto protocol will result in cleaner air, saving lives, Ottawa Citizen, 25/9:  A coalition of doctors and medical groups is calling for quick ratification of the Kyoto protocol, saying it will bring cleaner air, cut hospital costs and save lives.  The Ontario Medical Association has estimated that smog costs $1 billion annually in hospital admissions, emergency room visits and absenteeism in Ontario alone.  The federal government has estimated that up to 16,000 premature deaths per year in Canada can be attributed to air pollutants.  More than 2,000 doctors have signed a statement circulated by the David Suzuki Foundation, urging "prompt and effective ratification and implementation of the Kyoto protocol in Canada."   (See http://www.canada.com/news/story.asp?id=98B21148-1EAE-4934-B007-5D34D348F7AC)

Canadian big business comes out swinging at Kyoto Protocol, Montreal Gazette, 26/9:  Big business in Canada is lobbying against the Kyoto protocol and banking on the fact that few people understand it. Business groups announced a coalition against the agreement at a news conference Thursday. The Head of the Council of Chief Executives says he doubts more than 200 people could explain the accord in detail.  He said big business is not against a clean environment because efficiency means profits. But he says it is against going with a deal that the United States and Mexico won't sign because it would put Canada at a trade disadvantage.  (See http://www.canada.com/news/story.asp?id=2499CD53-B733-4806-B413-B7801CA96A6A)

 *** *____________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR

                      THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by  Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General, and Richard  Sydenham, Spokesman for the President of the General Assembly.

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General

           Good afternoon.  Our guest today is James Morris, the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for the humanitarian situation in  Southern Africa.  And he’s just returned from that region.  He’ll be briefing  you in just a few minutes.

           **Middle East

           The UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East, Terje Roed  Larsen, is in Tel Aviv today, where he’s continuing talks with the Israeli and  Palestinian officials to defuse the current crisis.  Earlier this week, he

     visited Ramallah and has talked on the phone with Palestinian Authority President Yasser Arafat, whose headquarters have been under siege for  the past week.

           Speaking to reporters yesterday evening, Larsen stressed that there is a growing gap between diplomatic developments on the Israeli-Palestinian dispute, such as last week’s high-level meeting of the

     Quartet and the Tuesday morning resolution by the Security Council, and the situation on the ground, embodied by the siege of Arafat’s  headquarters.

           He warned that the international community’s attempts to foster a political process leading to a viable Palestinian State were being stymied, and warned that we could be entering a period leading to the death of the

     two-State solution.  At the same time, he reiterated the United Nations    unequivocal condemnation of terror.

           And by the way, on Tuesday, Larsen briefly visited Amman, Jordan, where he spoke to a meeting of the directors and deans of  diplomatic academies and institutes of international relations about the recent developments in the Middle East.  We have copies of that speech upstairs.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council is holding an open meeting on its annual     report on its work to the General Assembly.

           Assistant Secretary-General for Political Affairs Tuliameni Kalomoh introduced the report.

           Following an open debate, the Council is expected to adopt the draft report.

           **ICTY

           Today in The Hague, prosecutors at the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia began to try their case against former Yugoslav President Slobodan Milosevic for crimes allegedly committed in  Croatia and in Bosnia and Herzegovina.  The prosecution last week wrapped up its arguments against the former president on charges relating  to Kosovo.

           Prosecutor Carla Del Ponte and another member of the  prosecution team, Geoffrey Nice, presented the 61 charges against  Milosevic, which include counts of genocide and conspiracy to commit  genocide, war crimes, crimes against humanity and grave breaches of the  Geneva Conventions.

           The former president then began to respond in his own defence, and he is expected to continue tomorrow morning.

           **Bosnia and Herzegovina

           In Sarajevo today, the UN Mission in Bosnia and Herzegovina provided an update of the work of the two police academies in the country, based in Sarejevo and Banja Luka, and congratulated the academies for

     their work in promoting cooperation and tolerance since multi-ethnic police training began in 1999.

           The Mission said it was particularly impressed with the numbers of  young women recruited into the Bosnian police, with the representation of   women increasing over the past six months from 3 per cent to 3.5 per cent  in the Bosnian Federation and from 1.4 per cent to 2 per cent in the  Republika Srpska.

           We have more information in a press release.

           **Afghanistan

           The United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan estimates   that close to 2 million people will be at risk this winter due to shortages of  food.  It said that the main concern at this point was food availability due to the threat of a break in the food pipeline because of the winter weather.

           For this winter season response plan alone, the World Food

     Programme would need some 84,500 metric tons of food.  The main risk

     for winter is further displacement of internally displaced persons or

     returnees forced to move on by food shortages in the areas of return.

           Donors are encouraged to make cash contributions that will be

     used to purchase food in the region and ensure delivery of food into

     Afghanistan before winter sets in.

           Also on Afghanistan, today in Washington, 58 countries are

     attending a one-day donors conference on rebuilding Afghanistan.  The

     United Nations is represented by Mark Malloch Brown, the Administrator of

     the UN Development Programme, and Carolyn McAskie of the UN Office

     for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs.

           The purpose of the meeting is to mobilize the international

     community in its support for the rebuilding of Afghanistan, and in particular

     to make up a shortfall of $160 million in the Government’s budget for this

     year.

           **Angola

           The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Angola,

     Ibrahim Gambari, today chaired the first meeting of Angola's Joint

     Commission, which is tasked with completing the outstanding issues of

     the Lusaka Protocol.

           We have copies of his statement in my office.

           **UNCTAD

           The UN Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) just

     released its report on economic development in Africa, which that

     organization’s Secretary-General, Rubens Ricupero, presented to you in

     this room.

           The UNCTAD report calls for bolder policies to address economic

     growth and poverty reduction in Africa, saying that 27 recent poverty

     reduction strategy papers on Africa it studied show “no fundamental

     departure” from previous efforts to deal with the continent’s problems.

           The study says that a careful, frank and independent assessment

     of the effects on economic growth and income distribution of the economic

     packages currently on offer is needed if they are to deliver on their

     promises.  Moreover, any fresh policy initiatives must be matched with

     adequate external resources, debt reduction and better market access if

     they are to succeed.

           UNCTAD issued a press release and copies of the new report. 

     Some of them may still be on the table at the entrance to this room.

           **Secretary-General’s Reforms

           You probably noticed that the Secretary-General has been

     meeting with regional groups.  Yesterday, again today, and by tomorrow,

     he will have met with all five.  The subject of these meetings is the content

     of his report to the General Assembly on UN reform, which he will formally

     present to the General Assembly on 30 October.

           **Press Releases

           Some press releases to flag for you today.

           First from the World Health Organization (WHO).  They are

     warning of the dangers of flu.  Just recently, 671 people died in an outbreak

     in Madagascar which infected more than 22,000 people.  WHO is urging

     governments to begin their vaccination campaigns before the flu season

     and ensure that as many vulnerable people as possible are vaccinated. 

     The United Nations Medical Service announced yesterday that this year’s

     flu vaccine is now available for staff here at Headquarters on a

     first-come-first-served basis.

           The second press release, from the United Nations Environment

     Programme, announces that an agreement was signed yesterday with the

     National Renewable Energy Laboratory of Golden, Colorado, to expand the

     pilot Solar and Wind energy Resource Assessment project.  You can pick

     up more on that in the press release.

           **Global Compact

           The Global Compact Office this morning announced the launch of

     a new Internet portal, using technology that is the first of its kind for the UN

     system.  The portal is designed to promote online learning, dialogue and

     collaboration amongst global partners dedicated to advancing good

     corporate citizenship.  The Global Compact portal address is

     www.unglobalcompact.org.

           **Signings

           Four Member States are signing treaties today.

           The Agreement on the Privileges and Immunities of the

     International Criminal Court was signed this morning by Ecuador and

     Argentina, making a total of 42 signatories.

           And this afternoon, Malaysia is scheduled to sign the United

     Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime, bringing the

     number of signatories to that treaty to 143.

           And this morning, the Protocol on firearms supplementing the

     Convention on Transnational Organized Crime was signed by Lebanon and

     Argentina, and Lebanon also signed the Protocol on the smuggling of

     migrants.

           **Cape Verde Presentation

           Today at 12:30 p.m. the Permanent Representative of Cape Verde

     will present a painting as a gift from the people and Government of Cape

     Verde to the United Nations.  The Chief of Staff, Iqbal Riza, will receive the

     gift on behalf of the Secretary-General and the presentation will take place

     in the conference room of the Deputy Secretary-General on the 38th floor. 

           **Information and Communication Technologies Task Force

     Briefing

           The United Nations Information and Communication Technologies

     Task Force, which meets here next week, will hold an informal gathering

     for correspondents this afternoon at 5:30 p.m. in the Economic and Social

     Council President’s office, which is room B-209.  The focus of the

     discussion will be a new initiative the Task Force will be considering next

     week, on bridging the digital divide in Africa.  The guest will be Mr. Johnson

     Owusu Manu of the Digital Diaspora Network for Africa.  Refreshments will

     be served.

           **Press Conferences

           And then press conference tomorrow at 11 a.m.  President Kay

     Rala Xanana Gusmao of Timor Leste will be here to brief you.  As you

     know, the General Assembly will be taking up Timor Leste’s UN

     membership tomorrow morning. 

           Any questions before we go to Richard?

           **Questions and Answers

           Question:  Can you tell us anything about the meeting between

     the Ukrainian Foreign Minister and Secretary-General Annan today?

           Spokesman:  No.  It was arranged somewhat last minute and it

     was just a brief exchange I think before the Secretary-General went into

     the regional meeting -- the meeting with the regional group of Eastern

     Europe.  I believe the Foreign Minister handed over a letter or a paper of

     some kind.  I haven’t yet received confirmation of that from the

     Secretary-General.

           Question:  Anything on the meeting with the Colombian

     President?

           Spokesman:  Let me just give you this read-out of the

     Secretary-General’s meeting today with President Alvaro Uribe of

     Colombia.  They discussed the situation in Colombia and the work of the

     United Nations in the country.  The Secretary-General noted that he would

     maintain his good offices which continued to be at the disposal of the

     parties to the conflict.  He expressed concern over the humanitarian crisis

     that has resulted in over 1 million internally displaced persons and over the

     human rights situation, noting that Government measures should be based

     on the full respect of international human rights laws.  He added that the

     UN system stands ready to assist in these important challenges.  The

     Secretary-General reiterated his belief that peace in Colombia requires a

     political, negotiated solution.

           Anything else?  Good.  Richard?

           Spokesman for the General Assembly President

           Good afternoon.  Today the Ad Hoc Committee of the whole of the

     General Assembly for the final review of UN-NADAF continues its work,

     and the Working Group of the Sixth Committee on the International

     Convention against the Reproductive Cloning of Human Beings also

     continues its work in closed session this morning.  The Special Political

     Committee, the Fourth Committee, and the Third Committees start their

     work today with the election of Vice-Chairs and organization of work.  And

     the Sixth Committee this afternoon takes up consideration of effective

     measures to enhance the protection, security and safety of diplomatic and

     consular missions.

           Tomorrow Timor Leste will become the 191st UN Member State

     when the General Assembly formally admits it during its morning session. 

     Timor Leste was the first country to come into existence in the new

     millennium, when the UN Transitional Administration (UNTAET) handed

     over authority on 20 May this year to a democratically elected

     Government.  After the admission of Timor Leste the General Assembly

     will take up the item on the election of five non-permanent members of the

     Security Council.

           After the adjournment of the morning session, which is expected

     to be around 11:30 to 11:45 a.m., the Timor Leste flag raising will take

     place outside the Delegates’ entrance.

           One further note today.  A documentary, “East Timor, Betrayal

     and Resurrection, Part Two”, will be screened in the Dag Hammarskjöld

     Library Auditorium from 1 to 2:30 p.m.  The film was produced by

     independent film-maker and former UNTAET colleague, Ted Folke.  And

     everyone, in particularly staff who served with UNAMET, UNTAET and

     UNMISET are invited to attend.  That’s in the Dag Hammarskjöld Library

     auditorium at 1 o’clock today.

           Thank you.

__________________________________________________________________________________
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� HYPERLINK  \l "mariners" ��IHT  - Modern mariners pose rising threat to the  albatross


�� HYPERLINK  \l "energy" ��Xinhua - UNEP, NREL join forces to boost renewable energy projects� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "solar" ��PANA -  UNEP to boost wind, solar energy in poor countries� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "shark" ��Greenwire - Greater protections granted whales, shark,; birds� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "protection" ��MSNBC  -  Shark, whales get U.N. protection�


� HYPERLINK  \l "camel" ��The Atlanta Journal-Constitution -Rare camel among species added to …


�� HYPERLINK  \l "hairy" ��The New Zealand Herald -Hairy-kneed camels, blind dolphins get new rights� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "UNEP" ��M2 PRESSWIRE  - UNEP, US National Renewable Energy Lab join forces …�





























Communications and Public Information, P.O. Box 30552, Nairobi, Kenya 

Tel: (254-2) 623292/93, Fax: [254-2] 62 3927/623692, Email:cpiinfo@unep.org, http://www.unep.org

PAGE  
19

