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· ENS - Caribbean Reefs in Peril
· ENS -Governments Call on North Korea to Dismantle Nuclear Weapons
· BBC - Montserrat volcano: Has it gone quiet?
· Reuters - Rival Technologies Vie for 'Green' Car of Tomorrow
· The Straits Times Interactive - Beijing tightens rules on petrol to save environment

Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROAP
· ROWA




Other UN News

· U.N. Highlights of   24 September 2004
· S.G.'s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of  24 September 2004
Associated Press Worldstream
 September 24, 2004 Friday

Europe; Britian; Scandinavia; Middle East; Africa; India; Asia; England
Geneva, Rome to host international chemicals agency

DATELINE: GENEVA

BODY:
Geneva and Rome have been picked as the joint base for an international agency that oversees the global trade in dangerous substances, the United Nations said Friday.

Bonn, Germany, lost out in the race to host the permanent secretariat of the Rotterdam Convention, said Michael Williams, spokesman for the U.N. Environment Program. 

Under a treaty that came into force in February, the Rotterdam Convention - named after the Dutch city where it was negotiated in 1998 - provides a quick, easy way for nations, especially developing ones, to assess the hazards of chemicals and pesticides and decide whether to permit their import.

The convention provides a list of 41 chemicals - including DDT, Lindane, mercury compounds and several forms of asbestos - that exporters cannot sell internationally without the express permission of the importing country.

Geneva already hosts the European headquarters of the United Nations, as well as the World Health Organization, the International Labor Organization and the World Trade Organization, all of which have expertise on the issues of dangerous substances and the chemicals trade.

Rome is home to agencies including the U.N. Food and Agriculture Organization, which has renowned pesticides branch.
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Africa News
September 24, 2004 Friday

Kenya; Excellent Bid to Clean Dam

BYLINE: The Nation

BODY:
Concrete steps are being taken to clean up the Nairobi Dam and restore its past glory as a fabulous recreational centre.

In this initiative, co-ordinated by Friends of Nairobi Dam and supported by Unep, the UNDP, Unicef and Habitat - sets out to remove the hyacinth that has totally blocked this once beautiful water mass. 

The initiative's strength is the fact that it is driven by non-state actors, individuals and institutions that have drummed up the moral compunction to give life to a resource that has been left to die purely by neglect.

Indeed, it is unfortunate that what started as a few patches of a green hyacinth marsh was left to engulf the entire water basin and turn it into an environmental disgrace. As it is now, the dam is heavily polluted and a threat to people living in the neighbourhood and, by extension, to the whole city.

Only a few months ago, the dam was in the news when it emitted foam that nearly blocked the adjacent Mbagathi Road. Since the dam's water is washed downstream, it carries with it effluent that poses a danger to all.

It is for this reason that the initiative by Friends of Nairobi Dam must be supported and encouraged. At a time when the Government is overwhelmed with many other things - making it apparently insensitive to issues like a clogged dam - it is to individuals, the private sector and such development agencies as the UN that we can turn for rehabilitation of our natural resources and the environment.
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Islam on line

Clean Development: It’s Starting to Brew

By Joyce Loanzon Reyes
26/09/2004
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For years now, the global initiative to improve the condition of the environment has brought about many ideas and efforts from countries all over the world. Strong principles such as sustainable development have instigated people from all walks of life to partake in these efforts and recognize more than ever the urgency of our environmental situation.
Still, with the continuous technological advancement and material development in today’s society, it has become a hard task for environmentalists to attract participation to improve the quality of the environment. Theirs is a task that is between the well-being and comfort that today’s world can provide and the worsening ecological conditions of the current times.
Until recently, policy-makers and environmentalists have found ways to make two ends meet. Now, there is no need to sacrifice the environment for the advancement of the quality of life and vice-versa. The global climate protection movement has not only recognized the problem, the urgency, gaps of past suggested solutions but the possibilities of new solutions albeit giving up the continual global economic growth.
A Brief History
It was in 1998 when the United Nations Energy Programme (UNEP) and the World Metrological Organization (WMO) established the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) as a response to the findings of global warming scientists and experts tasked to evaluate the amount of scientific knowledge available on climate change. Through the IPCC, policymakers were provided with authoritative scientific information to evaluate the current conditions then and its socioeconomic impacts. It took only two years for these scientists to conclude that the increasing accumulation of man-made greenhouse gases (GHG) will add to the warming of the earth’s surface. On the same year, the United Nations General Assembly launched negotiations to formulate an international treaty on global climate change protection and in 1991 the United Nations Framework on Climate Change (UNFCC) was established.
By 1994, the UNFCC was opened for signature with the ultimate objective of stabilizing atmospheric concentrations of greenhouse gases at safe levels. These levels are to be achieved during a time frame that will allow ecosystems to adapt naturally to climate change without disturbing food supply and allowing economic development to proceed in a manner that was sustainable. The principle of “common but differentiated responsibilities” was made concrete as countries were divided into two: Annex I being the industrialized countries and the non-Annex countries which are mostly developing. Annex I countries were mandated to decrease the GHG emissions by the year 2000 to their 1990 levels.
The Kyoto Protocol of 1997 created legally binding obligations for industrialized countries to lower their GHG emissions. Countries were given the option to choose which among the six Protocol enumerated GHGs to reduce: carbon dioxide, methane, nitrous oxide, hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs), perfluorocarbons (PFCs) and sulfur hexafluoride. Due to the unelaborated provisions of the Kyoto Protocol, a meeting in Brazil brought about the Marrakech Accords, a more specific guide for its implementation.
Kyoto Bends
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The Clean Development Mechanism aims to assist developing countries to promote environmental-friendly investments
One of the considerations of the Kyoto Protocol is the high costs for Annex I countries to reach the level of GHG reduction that is required of them. As a solution, the Protocol provided three cooperative mechanisms to help Annex I countries achieve this at lower costs in other countries than they could do domestically. These are: International Emission Trading where countries are allowed to transfer parts of their “allowed emissions”, Joint Implementation (JI) where countries are allowed to claim credit for emissions reductions based on investments in industrialized countries and the Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) where emission-reduction projects that assist in creating sustainable development in developing countries to generate “certified emission reductions” (CERs) for use by the investor.
The Clean Development Mechanism aims to assist developing countries to promote environmental-friendly investments from industrialized country governments and businesses. CDM projects can be implemented by non-profit, public and private partnerships. It is a market-based mechanism that targets the private sector primarily as these may be the recipient of increasing investment flows that they may get through the CDM projects. Primary considerations for a CDM project include long-term benefits in terms of climate change mitigation, sustainable development factors with approval from all parties involved.
Jumpstarting CDM
For a country to participate in CDM, there are three basic requirements they have to comply with: voluntary participation in the CDM, the designation and establishment of the National CDM Authority, and the country’s ratification of the Kyoto Protocol. Industrialized countries are further required to establish the assigned amount of GHG emission to be reduced, a national system for the estimation of GHGs and an accounting system for the sale and purchase of emission reductions.
The CDM cycle starts with the submission of a Project Design and Document (PDD) for national approval through the National Authority. An independent operational entity reviews it until its validation and registration. At this point, the project financing comes in and the project starts. Monitoring is done and is followed through monitoring reports. On the verification and certification stage, an independent operational entity reviews the project’s performance and writes the verification report, certification report and finally, the request for CERs. This is submitted to the international CDM Executive Board who will issue the CER.
On the national level, every country is allowed to make its own rules and regulations on CDM and develop its own sustainable development criteria. The National Authority is the focal point of all CDM activities as it serves as the CDM monitoring agency of a country. It is also the agency that endorses a proposed CDM project to the international CDM Executive Board for approval and for certification. Having a National Authority is one of the primary considerations of investor countries in choosing which countries to work with.
CDM: Everybody’s Ball Game
The CDM Information and Guidebook published by the UNEP last December 2003 enlisted the pertinent characters in the CDM picture and parallel to these, the benefits they will get from it namely: for developing countries to “promote sustainable development through investment”; developed countries will “meet their Kyoto Protocol commitments at low costs”; NGOs to “promote the environment and development”; for development banks to “promote sustainable development and create new markets” and so on.
The CDM is viewed by many as an opportunity to further national sustainable development but in the long run, the environmental benefits that will be reaped are far greater than the financial rewards a participant country may get. It is one of the many ways that countries may work together. One by one, countries are forming partnerships to start on CDM projects. Step by step, countries are making themselves CDM-worthy, designating their national authorities and complying with the requirements. And little by little, the environmental benefits will hand in hand allow a global economy that considers the sustainability of life, irregardless of what role it had to play in protecting our global climate. The CDM coffee is starting to brew.
Sources:
· CDM Information and Guidebook, UNEP, 2003 

· Clean Development Mechanism, Manila Observatory 
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Swissinfo

26 September 2004

Geneva and Rome win seat of chemicals treaty

The Swiss city of Geneva and the Italian capital of Rome have been named the permanent seats of the Rotterdam Convention on chemical substances.

The German city of Bonn, which was also a candidate, lost the vote on Friday at the end of a five-day conference, chaired by the Swiss environment agency, in Geneva.

"This decision is very positive as it means the Convention will be able to work with the other international conventions and organisations based in Geneva," said the agency's director, Philippe Roch.

"For some time now, the Swiss cabinet and parliament have made the environment one of their top five foreign policy priorities and this decision confirms our position as an international environmental hub," he told swissinfo.

The Rotterdam Convention aims to reduce the health and environmental risks of hazardous chemicals by regulating the import and export of such products – especially in developing nations.

Geneva and Rome have managed the secretariat of the Convention together since 1998 and submitted a joint candidature for the permanent seat.

Dangerous

Both the Swiss and Italian governments lobbied hard for the vote, arguing that the two cities represent centres of “international expertise” in the field of dangerous substances.

"When it comes to chemicals, Geneva is the centre for international environmental agreements and it would have been a pity if that centre had been broken up," said Beat Nobs, of the Swiss environment agency. 

"This decision makes sense both financially and logistically," he told swissinfo. "And ultimately, it strengthens Switzerland's commitment to the environment." 

Geneva is home to the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and a host of other UN agencies involved in the regulation of chemical products.

Pesticides are the particular concern of the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) in Rome.

At a press conference in Geneva on Friday, both sides hailed the decision as evidence of the international community’s desire to achieve greater coherence and synergy when it comes to international agreements.

"Rome is very happy with the success of this conference," said Italy's ambassador to the conference, Paolo Bruni.

"We're very satisfied with the outcome of the vote because it will contribute greatly to realising the objectives of this Convention," he added.

Watch list

Swiss environment experts, along with top officials from the UNEP and the FAO, also said the week-long talks had been successful in reducing the risks of industrial poisons.

“Governments have given the Rotterdam Convention an enthusiastic vote of confidence,” said the FAO’s assistant director-general, Louise Fresco.

“This is an extremely important issue, especially for developing countries because the use of pesticides is only going to increase as the world’s population grows,” she added.

The gathering also agreed to extend the list of chemicals and pesticides regulated by the treaty, which entered into force on February 24.

Ministers and officials from the Convention’s 76 signatory states decided to add 14 new hazardous substances – including a lead additive used in petrol – to an existing international “watch list” of 27 products.

A total of 41 poisonous products are now subject to limitations.

Asbestos

They did not, however, include toxic asbestos, which is still used in construction – particularly in the developing world – on the list.

This prompted suggestions by conservationist organisations, like the WWF, that the Convention had been weakened by the lack of action on asbestos.

"I do not believe that this is a serious undermining of this Convention," said the head of the UNEP, Klaus Töpfer.

"Asbestos is not a closed case,” he added. “We have to do more to convince [the doubters] that it should be handled as the other 41 on the list.”

Deadly problem

There are up to five million cases of pesticide poisoning every year worldwide, resulting in several thousand deaths among farm workers, mostly in developing countries.

Some 70,000 different chemicals are available on the market today and around 1,500 new ones are introduced every year, making it difficult for many countries to monitor and manage potentially dangerous substances.

Developing nations use only 25 percent of world pesticide output, but they account for 99 percent of registered deaths.

Under the provisions of the Rotterdam treaty, authorisation to export the most hazardous chemical pesticides and products will no longer be granted unless the importing country gives its prior informed consent.

swissinfo, Anna Nelson in Geneva

__________________________________   
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Experts Warn There May Be More Climate Shocks and Surprises From Global Warming
       WASHINGTON, D.C., Sept. 20 (AScribe Newswire) -- At a Capitol Hill briefing today organized by the Harvard Medical School Center for Health and the Global Environment, experts warned that events like the 2003 European heat wave, prolonged droughts like those lasting six years in the western U.S., and large hurricanes may be more likely and more severe in the future due to global warming. Recent extreme events around the world have had major impacts on human health and food supplies. 

       "We're facing more climate shocks and surprises - events that are even beyond the extreme weather already associated with global warming," says Paul Epstein, associate director of the Harvard Medical School Center for Health and the Global Environment. "As the rate of warming increases, the climate system may be becoming more sensitive to large-scale and damaging episodes." 

       Some climate models project more intense hurricanes with higher peak winds. "The current series of storms in both the Atlantic and Pacific is tied to a number of factors aligning favorably," says Ruth Curry of the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution. "Warming of the world's oceans and associated increases in evaporation rates are likely to fuel more frequent and larger tropical storms as the global thermometer continues to rise in this century." 

       Other studies show that over the last half century, weather patterns have become more variable. While average annual precipitation has increased by 7 percent over the past century, annual heavy rain events (>2"/day) have increased by 14 percent, and annual very heavy rain events (>4"/day) have increased by more than 20 percent. Meanwhile, there are more frequent and more intense heat waves with prolonged droughts and the West is in its sixth year of prolonged drought, perhaps the most intense in 500 years. The prolonged drought in the western United States has left markedly reduced snowpack in the Rockies and in California, reductions in water tables, and changes in soil quality. 

       "Adverse health conditions cluster around extreme events," says Epstein. "Flooding can lead to the spread of water-borne, mosquito-borne, and rodent-borne disease, while droughts can accompany heat waves and sustain wildfires. The current series of mega-storms in the Gulf of Mexico have killed scores of people and have caused extensive crop losses." 

       "The heat wave in Europe in the summer of 2003 that killed tens of thousands of people serves as a warning of what might be anticipated if climate change proceeds as expected over the next century," says University of Delaware senior research fellow Laurence S. Kalkstein. "Those responsible for emergency services were totally unprepared for the magnitude of this event." 

       Recent studies show that the rate of climate change is faster than originally anticipated, suggesting the climate system is increasingly vulnerable to abrupt change. For example, in 2000, measurements showed that Greenland was melting at a rate of 1 meter per year. Those current measurements are now up to 10 meters per year. Epstein says: "These types of changes may be setting the stage for more major events like the 2003 heat wave, persistent U.S. drought, and large storms, and indicate the increasing potential for an abrupt climate change." 

       --------- 

       CONTACT: Kathleen Frith, Center for Health and the Global Environment, 617-384-8591, cell 617-230-0357, kfrith@hms.harvard.edu 

       BACKGROUND: In 2001, the International Panel on Climate Change came to four main conclusions: 1. Climate is changing; 2. Humans are contributing (through greenhouse gas emissions and deforestation); 3. Biological systems (land and marine) are being altered; and 4. Weather extremes are increasing in frequency and intensity (http://www.ipcc.ch/). 

       Since 2001, studies have shown that other large-scale changes are taking place that may increase the volatility of the Earth's climate, such as: 1. The deep ocean is warming; 2. The cryosphere (polar and alpine ice) is shrinking; 3. Circumpolar winds (around both poles) have sped up; and 4. Ocean surface temperatures are anomalous throughout the world: tropics warmer and saltier; high latitudes cooler and fresher. Ocean changes and the acceleration of the hydrological (water) cycle underlie the erratic and severe weather patterns we are now experiencing. 

       In addition, atmospheric CO2 and world temperatures are rising faster than they were a decade ago; and warming is changing pressure gradients across land and ocean surfaces, increasing wind speeds. Additionally, ice core records reveal that weather volatility preceded abrupt climate change in the past (as revealed in ice core records). 

       ABOUT THE CENTER FOR HEALTH AND THE GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT: The Center for Health and the Global Environment (http://www.med.harvard.edu/chge/) at Harvard Medical School was founded in 1996 to expand environmental education at medical schools and to further investigate and promote awareness of the human health consequences of global environmental change. 

       kfrith@hms.harvard.edu 

       BIOGRAPHIES: 

       Paul R. Epstein, MD, MPH, is associate director of the Center for Health and the Global Environment at Harvard Medical School (http://www.med.harvard.edu/chge), and is a medical doctor trained in tropical public health. Paul has worked in medical, teaching and research capacities in Africa, Asia, and Latin America and, in 1993, coordinated an eight-part series on Health and Climate Change for the British medical journal Lancet. He has worked with the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), the National Academy of Sciences, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) to assess the health impacts of climate change and develop health applications of climate forecasting and remote sensing. 

       Dr. Laurence S. Kalkstein is a senior research fellow in the University of Delaware's Center for Climatic Research. He is the principal investigator on a number of contracts dealing with the assessment, development, and implementation of heat/health watch-warning systems for major cities in the United States. In addition, he is studying the relationship between climate and asthma in conjunction with the U.S. EPA and the City of Philadelphia. 

       Dr. Kalkstein and his team have also been involved in the development of various weather indices for use in applied climatological analysis. These include air mass-based synoptic classifications and the development of a relative climatological index, the Heat Stress Index (funded by NOAA/National Climatic Data Center). As a consultant for Combe, Inc., he has developed summer and winter dry skin indices, as well as sting and chap forecasts, which are posted daily on the web. 

       In addition, Dr. Kalkstein and his colleagues at his Synoptic Climatology Laboratory are embarking on research with the US EPA to develop cool initiatives to lower urban structural temperatures with the hope of saving the lives of people vulnerable to heat stress. He is also working with the EPA to develop a standardized set of intervention measures for cities when heat emergencies are called. 

       Dr. Kalkstein has established a Collaborating Centre status between his University and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and a similar collaborative agreement has been developed with the World Meteorological Organization (WMO). As a result, the WMO appointed Dr. Kalkstein leader of its expert team on operational heat/health warnings. 

       Dr. Kalkstein is president-elect of the International Society of Biometeorology, the largest biometeorological organization in the world. The ISB deals with wide-ranging research involving the impact of weather upon animals, plants, and particularly human health and well-being. 

       Ruth Curry, Ph.D. is a research specialist in the Physical Oceanography Department at Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution. She has been going to sea on research vessels and making measurements around the world's oceans for the past 24 years. Her research focuses on large-scale changes in ocean watermasses and circulation and the role of the oceans in the climate system. She is the author of a number of journal articles on the subject of ocean and climate change. 

       ABOUT HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL (http://www.hms.harvard.edu/) 

       Harvard Medical School has more than 5,000 full-time faculty working in eight academic departments based at the School's Boston quadrangle or in one of 47 academic departments at 18 Harvard teaching hospitals and research institutes. Those Harvard hospitals and research institutions include Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center, Brigham and Women's Hospital, Cambridge Hospital, The CBR Institute for Biomedical Research, Children's Hospital Boston, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, Forsyth Institute, Harvard Pilgrim Health Care, Joslin Diabetes Center, Judge Baker Children's Center, Massachusetts Eye and Ear Infirmary, Massachusetts General Hospital, Massachusetts Mental Health Center, McLean Hospital, Mount Auburn Hospital, Schepens Eye Research Institute, Spaulding Rehabilitation Hospital, VA Boston Healthcare System. 

The Washington Times
September 24, 2004 Friday

 U.S., Japan agree to troop drawdown

BYLINE: By Takehiko Kambayashi, THE WASHINGTON TIMES

BODY:


WORLD; BRIEFING: PACIFIC RIM

Crash spurs calls to reduce Okinawa presence

With an eye to the ongoing U.S. military re- configuration, President Bush and Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi agreed Tuesday in New York to try to reduce the U.S. military presence in Japan, especially on Okinawa.

The two leaders discussed the issue less than six weeks after the Aug. 13 crash of a U.S. Marine Corps helicopter on a university campus in Ginowan City adjacent to Futenma U.S. Marine Corps Air Station.

The CH-53 military transport helicopter crashed and burst into flames, injuring the three crew members aboard and damaging a building at Okinawa International University, which was fortunately empty on a sunny Friday afternoon in August. 

Residents were angered not only by the crash, but by the attitude of American soldiers and Japanese government leaders. The U.S. military refused to let local police enter the crash site and also rejected Japanese demands to participate in the investigation.

Moreover, although Okinawa prefectural officials asked for a meeting to discuss the accident, Mr. Koizumi did not meet Gov. Keiichi Inamine until Aug. 25 - two days after the prime minister returned to work from a two-week break.

"If a helicopter had crashed on a university campus in Tokyo, the prime minister wouldn't have said: 'I'm in the middle of a summer vacation,' would he?" asked peace activist Fumiko Nakamura, 91.

Frustrated, about 30,000 people gathered Sept. 12 for the biggest anti-base rally in nine years.

Tokushin Yamauchi, a director of Yamauchi Pacifist Constitution and Local Issues Research Institute, a long-time mayor of Yomitan Village on Okinawa, said that although Mr. Koizumi emphasized repeatedly that U.S.-Japan relations are very important, he failed to respond to the accident promptly.

"The next time Prime Minister Koizumi comes to Okinawa for an official event, he should get a cold shoulder from every resident" of the island, Japan's southernmost prefecture, said Mr. Yamauchi.

Many Okinawans said they did not expect the two national leaders to achieve anything. In fact, Mrs. Nakamura, a former teacher, pointed to the same day's news report that Japan's Defense Agency plans to augment the size of its ground forces in Okinawa by about 850 troops, to 2,300, to beef up the defense of the prefecture's remote southwestern islands.

"Okinawa used to be a bulwark of the Imperial Japanese Empire. They are now trying to make Okinawa a bulwark of Japan and the United States," Mrs. Nakamura said angrily.

Okinawa, main island of the Ryukyu chain, formerly a tropical kingdom paying tribute to China's emperors, has had a turbulent modern history.

Claimed by Japan in the 1870s, it was captured by the United States in the spring of 1945 after the bloodiest land battles of World War II in the Pacific, which claimed more than 200,000 lives, including a fourth of the island's population. The United States turned Okinawa island into a military bastion after Mao Tse-tung gained control of mainland China for the Communists in 1949 and the Korean War began in 1950.

Its military importance lies in the island's proximity by air to Japan, China, Taiwan, the Philippines and Southeast Asia.

In May 1972, 20 years after the U.S. military occupation ended in most parts of Japan, Okinawa reverted to Japan, but friction between the population and the American presence continues. A fifth of Okinawa's main island is still reserved for use by the U.S. military, whose young men are far from home.

In 1995, the rape of a 12-year-old Okinawa schoolgirl by three U.S. servicemen infuriated islanders. The mass demonstrations prompted the United States and Japan to promise to make the military presence less oppressive. The highlight of their 1996 pledge was to close Futenma U.S. Marine Air Station within five to seven years, but no satisfactory alternate facility has been found.

Futenma air station is located in the middle of Ginowan, a city of 88,000 people in central Okinawa. The base occupies a fourth of the city and is surrounded by schools and residential areas. To avoid encroaching on the base, municipal roads, water and sewerage systems have to go around it. Residents of the city say this is the greatest obstacle to the region's economic development and town planning.

In mid-July, a month before the crash, Ginowan Mayor Yoichi Iha made a 10-day trip to Washington and Hawaii, meeting government officials and scholars to call for an early return of the Futenma Marine Air Station and address the dangers his city faces.

In a visit to The Washington Times July 12, Mr. Iha said: "The U.S. government should reduce the burden on the people" of Ginowan by returning Futenma U.S. Marine Air Station, which occupies its center, to Japan.

"The dangerous situation in Ginowan is unacceptable," Mr. Iha said. The United States agreed on Dec. 2, 1996, after negotiations between Japan and the Clinton administration, to relocate the airfield in five to seven years, but those target dates have come and gone. Mr. Iha said that if work on constructing a replacement facility in Okinawa began immediately, it would take 16 years to complete.

Since the 1996 agreement, annual training flights at Futenma have increased by half, he added. At a San Francisco meeting of Japanese and American officials on July 15, Mr. Iha said he and the people of Okinawa do not want a substitute U.S. airfield built on their island.

The Aug. 13 crash has again altered the life and concerns of Ginowan's residents, said Kiyoshi Nakamura, who was born and grew up in the city.

"Although it was a miracle no one was injured, some people can't sleep well and others become fearful at the sound of police or ambulance sirens," he said. "Children now realize that some helicopters do crash."

The crash prompted more islanders to call for immediate closure of the Futenma air station, but it will take another 13 to 15 years to relocate the facility to a planned floating offshore airfield near Nago on the east coast of the island.

The problem was created by political blunders, said Tadae Takubo, a professor of international relations at Kyorin University in Tokyo.

"Politicians in Tokyo and Okinawa complicated the matter," he said, "and the Americans are saying, 'Hurry up!' "

According to a poll two weeks ago by the national daily Asahi Shimbun and the Okinawa Times, the island's main paper, 81 percent of Okinawans surveyed oppose the plan to relocate the functions of Futenma air station to a floating airfield, and only 10 percent favor it. This is a dramatic change from a December 1999 poll by the two papers in which 45 percent were against the plan and 32 percent were in favor.

Some islanders prefer to unify the Marine air station's functions with Kadena Air Base, the largest U.S. Air Force facility in Asia, also located in central Okinawa, but some U.S. officials reportedly suggest they be relocated to Shimoji Island near Taiwan, where the airport runway is 1.9 miles long.

However, the Koizumi government in Tokyo and Mr. Inamine say they want to go ahead with the floating airfield off Nago.

In a 1997 referendum, Nago residents voted against construction of an offshore runway. But the city of 56,000, lured by a development package worth around $1 billion, later decided to accept it.

Meanwhile, the plan has come under attack from environmentalists, scholars and nongovernmental organizations, such as the United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP) and the International Union for the Conservation of Nature. Some of these parties have sued Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld in San Francisco's U.S. District Court to block the Nago plan.

Critics contend the floating-airport project could end up costing Japanese taxpayers more than $9.5 billion, but benefit only some politicians and politically connected contractors.

Mrs. Nakamura, who grew up in the region early last century, got into a boat to take a look around the sea area of the planned offshore military airfield.

"The sea was so beautiful that I found myself shouting: President Bush, Mr. Koizumi, come here to see this beautiful sea. You can't build a base here to train people to kill people,' " she said.

LOAD-DATE: September 24, 2004 __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Caribbean Reefs in Peril 
By J.R. Pegg
WASHINGTON, DC, September 24, 2004 (ENS) - Two-thirds of coral reefs in the Caribbean are threatened by human activities, conservationists are warning. 

The reefs are suffering from runoff of pollution and sediments from the land as well as from overfishing, according to a new report by scientists with the World Resources Institute (WRI). 

These threats are adding to the stress coral reefs face from coral bleaching caused by warming waters, coral disease from new pathogens and damage from hurricanes and tropical storms. 

The Washington, DC based research group's report, "Reefs at Risk in the Caribbean," says the declining health of the reefs could cost Caribbean nations millions of dollars. 

It estimates that Caribbean coral reefs provided goods and services with an annual net economic value in 2000 between $3.1 billion and $4.6 billion. 

Net annual revenues from dive tourism contributed an estimated $2.1 billion of this total. [image: image42.jpg]



Many coastal Caribbean communities rely heavily on coral reefs, but human activities are putting these fragile ecosystems at risk. (Photo by Jon Maidens courtesy WRI)
The report says continued degradation of the region's coral reefs could reduce net annual revenues from dive tourism by some $300 million per year by 2015. 

In addition to serving as a key tourist attraction, the reefs help protect coastal communities from severe storms and hurricanes because of their ability to dissipate wave and storm energy. 

The authors estimate shoreline protection from natural Caribbean reefs saves between $700 million and $2.2 billion per year. 

"Reefs can recover from these storms, but not necessarily, and they are less likely to recover with all the added stress from other sources," said Jon Maidens, co-author of the report. "When reefs get knocked down, the cost to people is dramatic. If coral reefs are lost, replacing such natural protection by artificial means would cost coastal communities millions of dollars." 

The report uses geographic information system data to analyze the state of coral reefs throughout the 35 Caribbean countries and territories - an area of more than 10,000 square miles. 

The authors determined reef degradation from four primary sources: coastal developments such as sewage discharge, water-based sediment and pollution from agricultural fertilizers, marine pollution such as cruise ship discharges, and overfishing. 

The report finds more than 30 percent of Caribbean reefs are threatened by coastal development as well as sediment and pollution from inland sources. 

Marine threats are widespread and some 60 percent of Caribbean reefs face overfishing, which is changing the ecological balance of reef environments. [image: image43.jpg]Gz




Thousands of marine species depend on coral reefs. (Photo by Krishna Desai courtesy WRI)
The WRI study includes detailed mapping of these threats, a feature the authors hope will be used by local, national and international organizations to set priorities for conservation and natural resource management. 

"Actions to reverse the threats to Caribbean coral reefs can often be undertaken at very low cost, with very high financial and societal returns, even in the short term," Maidens said. 

The report recommends a broad effort to raise awareness of the importance, value and fragility of coral reefs along with improved protection from the identified threats. 

Consumers have a key role to play in reef conservation, said lead author Lauretta Burke. 

"When tourists are diving and kicking, they are not paying attention to the reefs - it is important for them to voice their concerns when they see something wrong being done by others," she said. 

"Properly managed marine protected areas offer some protection for coral reefs, but at present, governments are not investing enough in these areas," Burke said. "Our analysis points to the high value of these resources, and what will be lost if they are not better protected." 

The 285 marine protected areas that have been declared in the Caribbean cover 20 percent of the region's reefs. [image: image44.jpg]



Coral reefs are among the world's most complex and colorful ecosystems. (Photo by Krishna Desai courtesy WRI)
But WRI says only six percent are effectively managed and these areas cover less than five percent of Caribbean coral reefs. 

The study adds to the growing concern about the state and future of coral reefs across the world. 

A 2003 WRI report found 88 percent of coral reefs in Southeast Asia threatened. 

Although the findings for the Caribbean at not so bleak, Burke said that the WRI model does not include the threat of disease, which "is greater in the Caribbean." 

Burke and Maidens will present their report on September 29 in Montego Bay, Jamaica at a United Nations sponsored meeting that will be attended by government officials and scientists.

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ENS

Governments Call on North Korea to Dismantle Nuclear Weapons 
VIENNA, Austria, September 24, 2004 (ENS) - A resolution calling for North Korea to promptly accept comprehensive nuclear safeguards and cooperate with the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) in their full and effective implementation was passed today by governments at the UN nuclear watchdog agency's annual general conference. 

[image: image45.jpg]


IAEA Director General Dr. Mohamed ElBaradei of Egypt addresses the delegates on Monday. (Photos courtesy IAEA)
In the resolution, representatives of the agency's 137 member governments urged North Korea to "completely dismantle any nuclear weapons program in a prompt, transparent, verifiable and irreversible manner, maintaining the essential verification role of the IAEA." 

They stressed the desire for a peaceful resolution through dialogue, leading to a Korean Peninsula that is free of nuclear weapons. 

The resolution comes as South Korea confirmed reports in the Japanese media that U.S. and Asian intelligence services had detected signs of increased activity at North Korean missile bases in the northeast. 

At UN Headquarters in New York where he is attending the UN General Assembly debate, U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell said Thursday, "There is no substitute for the Six-Party Talks to eliminate nuclear programs on the Korean peninsula." 

[image: image46.jpg]


U.S. Energy Secretary Spencer Abraham addresses the IAEA member governments. 

The Six-Party Talks involve China, Japan, North Korea, Russia, South Korea and the United States. North Korea refused to attend a fourth round of talks that was scheduled for September. 

Iran's nuclear program is consuming delegates' attention here as well. The 35 member IAEA Board of Governors last week adopted a resolution calling on Iran to "immediately suspend all enrichment-related activities." The resolution expressed "serious concern" that Iran has not heeded repeated calls from the Board to suspend, as a confidence building measure, all enrichment-related and reprocessing activities and also concern that, "at its Uranium Conversion Facility, Iran is planning to introduce 37 tonnes of yellowcake," contrary to an earlier request the Board made that Iran stop all enrichment activities. 

Yellowcake could be used to manufacture nuclear weapons, but Iran insists that its nuclear program is for peaceful purposes only. 

Addressing the delegates on this point, Iranian Vice President Reza Aghazedeh said, "Calling upon a member state to suspend or to stop nuclear activities such as enrichment, uranium conversion as well as construction of research reactor planned to produce radioisotopes for medical, agricultural and industrial purposes," would "underestimate" the IAEA's credibility and "jeopardize the inalienable rights of the member states." 

[image: image47.jpg]


Iranian Vice President Reza Aghazedeh at a press briefing this week 

"It is just too extreme an irony," Aghazadh said, "that Israel’s nuclear weapons program is not only tolerated, but indeed assisted and aided and impunity is prescribed and applied to the fullest, while peaceful programs with no established evidence of diversion are scrutinized. Such acute double-standard can not, must not and will not be sustained at the Agency." 

The IAEA will end the five day conference by considering an Arab proposal listed as "Israeli nuclear capabilities and threat." The Board will take up the Iranian situation again at a meeting in November. 

In a "cluster resolution" adopted today, delegates supported a range of activities to further strengthen IAEA activities in nuclear and radiation safety, including waste management and the transport of radioactive material. 

The resolution cited the importance of a global "safety culture" as a key element of nuclear energy's peaceful uses, and said that "continuing efforts" are needed to reach and maintain the optimal levels. 

Insider threats and cyberterrorism at nuclear facilities are the target of new prevention programs endorsed by the IAEA member states today. 

The United Nations agency has responsibility for the verification of nuclear security around the world, and for this effort has amassed a nuclear security fund of US$33.6 million in addition to its regular budget for 2004 amount of US$268.5 million. 

Anti-terrorist exercises are conducted at nuclear research facilities as part of IAEA efforts to fight nuclear terrorism. (Photo by V. Mouchkin courtesy IAEA)
In response to fears that malicious acts could be carried out by insiders - staff with authorized access to nuclear facilities - workshops and documents are being developed to help countries assess the threat, and guard against insider theft of nuclear material and sabotage. 

The IAEA is coordinating the project, which is a bilateral initiative between the United States and France. 

Concerns are also growing about cyber attacks on nuclear facilities. The IAEA warns that software operated control systems in a nuclear facility could be hacked or the software corrupted by staff with insider access. 

In response to this possible threat, the IAEA is finalizing guidelines on the Security of Information Technology Related Equipment and Software Based Controls Against Malevolent Acts. 

IAEA Director General Dr. Mohamed ElBaradei told the delegates that nuclear security missions to Colombia and Indonesia were conducted by the IAEA early in 2004 as part of efforts to improve security of high-activity and vulnerable radioactive sources. 

IAEA supported training for police and customs officials and other "front line" officers continues to roll out, the director general said. Training courses on combating illicit trafficking of radioactive materials took place in Albania, Belarus, Georgia, Kyrgyzstan and Turkey. 

South Korean scientists explain their eco friendly radiation detector to IAEA Director General Dr. Mohamed ElBaradei.

South Korea opened an exhibition at the IAEA General Conference highlighting the country's newly developed system for radiation and environmental monitoring. 

The eco friendly radiation detector developed by South Korea is a device for monitoring environmental radiation which can distinguish between naturally occurring radiation and human generated radioactivity. 

With this device a nuclear emergency at a power plant or other nuclear facility in Korea or overseas can be quickly detected, analyzed and reported to Korea's Emergency Operation Centre at the Ministry of Science and Technology. Korean citizens can access this information through the Internet thereby gaining confidence and assurance in the country's monitoring and response capabilities.

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

BBC

Montserrat volcano: Has it gone quiet? 
	By Aoife O'Mongáin 


The Soufrière Hills Volcano on the Island of Montserrat has been relatively quiet since the last major eruption in July 2003. 
This may have lulled the local residents into a false sense of security. 

An independent Scientific Advisory Committee (Sac) will meet on Montserrat this week to discuss the status of the volcano. 

They will decide, from the scientific evidence presented to them, what the hazards are and if the levels of risk have reduced over the last six months. 

This may lead to the Montserrat government opening up new parts of the exclusion zone. 

The volcano started erupting in July 1995 and the eruption has essentially continued for the last nine years, causing major disruption to this small Caribbean Island. 

	
	There was a sense in which the people didn't trust the scientific advice at the start of the eruptions 
Joan Meade, methodist pastor 


Out of a total population of 10,500 in 1995, up to 7,000 people have been evacuated from the Island and the rest of the residents forced to live in the northern part of the territory. 

The airport and the capital, Plymouth, have been destroyed. 

Sticky problem 
Methodist Pastor Joan Meade describes what is left of one of her parishes. 

"My largest congregation was in Bethal," she told the BBC. "There are no dwelling houses or schools in the area anymore, so it wouldn't be a question of people returning home." 

Hazards on Montserrat are caused by the creation of a lava dome. 

"The lava is not fluid, it doesn't flow out easily," explains Professor Geoff Wadge, chair of the Sac. "It is very sticky, viscous and it tends to stay where it is as it comes out of the ground. 

"A large pile, 300m high and 1km across, forms on top of the volcanic vent. 

"Occasionally, the process is disrupted by explosions which send up large columns of ash and rock fragments which rain down. These ash clouds reach as high as 15km above the volcano." 

The other hazard is that the dome is unstable and can collapse, often without much warning. This produces extremely dangerous pyroclastic flows - very rapid flowing avalanches of hot rocks, ash and gas which can move down the mountain at speeds of 100-150km/h. 

"It is impossible to outrun them; they are totally deadly to anything in its path," says Professor Wadge. 

Disappearing top 
It was difficult to persuade some people to leave their homes, and residents looked to Joan Meade for independent advice. Many were worried the scientists had an ulterior motive. 

"There was a sense in which the people didn't trust the scientific advice at the start of the eruptions," she says. 

"That changed with the fatal eruptions in June 1997; people took the scientists more seriously... they saw that it could kill people." 

It is hard to comprehend the scale of the volcano and what it looks like before and after one of these fatal collapses. 

One day the mountain's top can be in the clouds; the next day the top two-thirds of the volcano are gone, collapsed into the sea. It is a dramatic change to the landscape. 

July 2003 was the last collapse of this sort and luckily the scientists correctly predicted where the debris from this collapse would go and the people were evacuated. 

Since then, the dome has stopped growing, leading people to ask if the eruption has finished. 

The Plymouth issue 
The risk assessment meeting will address this. Professor Wadge says the role of the committee is to review, every 6 months, the status of the volcano and the hazards and risks that are posed to the people of Montserrat. 

"We act in conjunction with the Montserrat Volcano Observatory, managed by the British Geological Survey," he adds. "They run the day-to-day monitoring of the instruments that provide the data to understand what is going on." 

The advice of the scientists is then passed on to the government of Montserrat. 

But has the eruption finished now or not? If the eruption is not finished, the scientists need to assess the likely hazards the local population will face over the next year. 

They do this by running computer programs to simulate the hazards related to explosive eruptions which can shower down large particles that can maim or kill people. 

They also try to simulate the path any pyroclastic flows are likely to take. "By doing this, we can build up a quantitative measure of the likely distribution of these hazards," Professor Wadge explains. 

When asked if it was likely Plymouth would be opened up Professor Wadge says this decision will rest with the government. 

"The difficulties faced by the government - this is not the area of the scientists - is that most of the utilities... are inoperative and it would take a huge amount of money to get them up and running." 

Rather than waiting for the volcano to stop, the government are concentrating their efforts on rebuilding the Island. 

A new airport is already underway and there are plans to relocate the capital. 

"We are looking at Little Bay as our new town and that is in the northwest of the Island," says Janice Panton, head of the Montserrat Government in the UK. 

"It's a nice bay, a wonderful site and we are all looking forward to it very much." 

Story from BBC NEWS:

Reuters

Rival Technologies Vie for 'Green' Car of Tomorrow


PARIS - Carmakers presented new-age automobiles at the Paris car show that could give much-hyped fuel cells a run for their money in the coming market for vehicles that do less damage to the environment. 

German luxury brand BMW unveiled the world's fastest hydrogen-powered car, dubbed the H2R, which can hit a top speed above 300 kilometers per hour (185 mph) by burning hydrogen in a modified internal combustion engine. 

"Our drive toward the future is called hydrogen," but in a way that gives a green twist to existing engine technology, said BMW management board member Burkhard Goeschel. 

Renault Executive Vice President Pierre-Alain De Smedt told Reuters that the French brand planned to offer the fuel-saving Stop & Start system made by France's Valeo on its Clio, Modus and Megane range. 

The system, designed for urban driving, switches the engine to stand-by when a car stops at a red light or in a traffic jam and kickstarts it when motorists step on the gas. 

Renault's rival PSA Peugeot Citroen has already launched the system on its Citroen C2 and C3 models. 

Fritz Henderson, the head of General Motors' European arm, said the key was to keep working on all kinds of engines. 

"Our bet is that the way to take the automobile out of the environmental equation is the hydrogen economy and hydrogen-based fuel cells," he said, but he added that fuel-cell cars would not become huge sellers quickly. "We are spending a lot of time, money and effort to get there, but you can't focus on only one (technology). You have to keep your feet in various different camps." 

Cars that run on hydrogen or hydrogen-based fuel cells emit little but steam themselves, but they do not entirely solve the problem of finding a non-polluting fuel source. 

The hydrogen is obtained either from fossil fuels such as natural gas or by applying electrical power to water molecules. 

COST HOLD-UP 

Juergen Hubbert, head of DaimlerChrysler's luxury Mercedes Car Group, had a stock answer when asked when fuel-cell car would really become popular. 

"This question comes up every year and ... I always have to say it will take 10 years," he said, noting Daimler was making good progress with fuel cells but still faced bumps in the road. 

"We have reduced volume (of fuel cells). We have reduced weight. What we couldn't reduce so far is costs. Costs are still by far too high," he said. 

He cited a chicken-and-egg situation in which volumes had to go up to bring prices down, while high prices were keeping a lid on the size of the potential market. Fuel cells add thousands of dollars to the price of a standard car. 

Nevertheless, fuel-cell cars are on the way, he said. 

"I think we will have a significant market share, like you see actually with the hybrids, between 2010 and 2012," he added. 

He was referring to technology that yokes an electric motor to a standard internal combustion engine so that cars run on battery power at slower speeds. The batteries recharge automatically from the electric motor and by capturing energy from braking. 

Toyota's Prius model has emerged at the most popular hybrid, quickly selling out in the key U.S. market. 

The world's second-biggest carmaker is also hoping to boost sales of its gasoline-electric hybrid cars in Europe as an alternative to fuel-efficient, diesel-powered cars popular here. 

It forecasts a near-doubling in sales of the Prius to 15,000 units in 2005 from a target of 8,200 this year. 

The auto maker will also add more hybrid-powered models to its European line-up, starting with the Lexus RX400h luxury sport utility vehicle next spring. 

Other hybrid models available in the U.S. are Honda Motor Co.'s Civic and Insight, which in 1999 became the first gas-electric car to be sold in the United States, and Ford Motor Co.'s Escape sport utility vehicle, which began production last month. 

Ford expects to sell between 15,000 and 20,000 of the Escape hybrids next year. Honda expects to sell 50,000 hybrids next year, after it adds a hybrid version of its popular Accord mid-sized car. 

(- Additional reporting by Christiaan Hetzner, Rebecca Harrison, Benoit Van Overstraeten and Chang-Ran Kim.) 

Story by Michael Shields, European Auto Correspondent 

Story Date: 27/9/2004 
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The Straits Times Interactive

SEPT 27, 2004
Beijing tightens rules on petrol to save environment 
BEIJING - China will impose stricter standards on petrol and diesel sold in Beijing, allowing the capital city to add yet more cars without excessive damage to the environment, state media said yesterday.

From the beginning of next month, petrol stations here will have 20 days to phase out all products that do not meet the Euro 2 emission standard, Xinhua news agency reported.

'That means more vehicles can be introduced without much damage to the environment,' Xinhua reported Mr Miao Hongjun, a United Nations Development Programme official, as saying.

Beijing has to clean up its air ahead of the 2008 Summer Olympics, but aims to boost the economy by allowing everyone who wants a car to buy one.

The city's two million vehicles pollute the environment and cause massive traffic jams, but city officials have made clear they have no intention of limiting car ownership.

The Euro system of standards sets limits on the amount of nitrogen oxides, carbon monoxide and other compounds permitted in car emissions.

Beijing previously introduced the Euro 2 requirement for new vehicles on its streets so that older cars that did not meet the standard could be retired gradually. -- AFP 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ROAP Media Update – 27 September 2004

UN or UNEP in the news

Background Notes on the Stockholm Convention
Scoop.co.nz (press release), New Zealand, Monday, 27 September 2004, Press Release: New Zealand Government - What does the Stockholm Convention aim to achieve? The overall objective of the convention is to protect human health and the environment from POPs. 
http://www.scoop.co.nz/mason/stories/PA0409/S00538.htm 

International Cooperation Vital to Earth Observations, Speakers Say
The Embassy of United State, Japan (By Cheryl Pellerin - Washington File staff writer), 27 September 2004 - Washington -- Plans for creating the international Global Earth Observing System of Systems (GEOSS) must ensure that developing countries derive the same benefit as developed countries from Earth-observing technology, according to a U.N. Environmental Programme (UNEP) official, speaking at the September 22-23 Forum on Earth Observations.
http://tokyo.usembassy.gov/e/p/tp-20040927-23.html 

UN for upgrading developing world's pesticide safety: 
New Kerala - Ernakulam,Kerala,India, [Health India] New York, Sep 23 : Alarmed that 99 percent of the world's pesticide-related deaths occur in developing countries, the United Nations has called for better pesticide safety.
This high mortality is despite the low use -- only 25 percent of the global pesticide production - in these countries, the Food and Agriculture Organisation and the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) say in a joint report.
http://athens-olympics-2004.newkerala.com/?action=fullnews&id=32684 

At Large : Young people for the environment 
Updated 10:16pm (Mla time) Sept 24, 2004, By Rina Jimenez-David, Inquirer News Service 
Editor's Note: Published on page A15 of the September 25, 2004 issue of the Philippine Daily Inquirer 
IF young people are to inherit a "cleaner and greener" world, then they must be involved, right now, in making sure the world they inherit will still be livable, still productive, still healthy and sustainable not just for themselves but for the generations that will follow them.
This is the idea behind the Bayer Young Environmental Envoy Program (BYEE), which originated in Thailand in 1995 as a project initiated by the Association for Life and Environment and a group of companies operating in that country. In 1996, Bayer, a research-based global enterprise involved in health care, crop science and material science, became the main corporate sponsor of the program. Recently, the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) placed the BYEE under its umbrella, making Bayer the first private sector partner of UNEP.
http://news.inq7.net/opinion/index.php?index=2&story_id=12853&col=79 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE
UAE

5th anniversary of youth programme

BP celebrated the fifth anniversary of its BP Young Adventurers programme with a gala event at the Mina A’ Salam Hotel. 

The BP Young Adventures programme has been recognised by the World Business Council for Sustainable Development as “a highlight — a story of successful sustainable development from around the world.”

Richard Paniguian, Regional President of BP Middle East, Russia, Africa and Caspian, said: “The students attending BP Young Adventurers undergo a journey of discovery incorporating the BP values of safety, environment, relationships and creativity. The objective is to equip the region’s youth to be tomorrow’s leaders; to encourage AGCC youth to develop an adventurous and enterprising spirit for their future, combined with respect for their past; and give them a chance to leave the weekend with a new community of friends from across the region.”

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2004/september/theuae_september516.xml
Capital’s students join hands to clean beaches

More than 200 students from private and government schools joined hands yesterday to clean up the Abu Dhabi beaches as part of a clean-up campaign organised by the Environmental Research and Wildlife Development Agency (ERWDA) to mark Clean-Up the World 2004 that is organised annually between September 17-19. 

The clean-up campaign started at 9a.m. at the Corniche opposite Hilton Hotel and included also cleaning the surrounding areas as well as Al Ras Al Akdhar beach. 

A slogan writing competition on saving our seas was also organised along with the clean up drive. 

In addition, a fashion show from recycled materials such as plastic bags, old CDs, plastic bottles and other old material was organised by Abu Dhabi India School to promote the well-being of environment as well as conservation of natural resources. 

The drive was in line with Environmental Research and Wildlife Development Agency  mission to protect the environment and spread awareness among school students and educate them about the hazards of pollution on marine habitats and biological resources.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2004/september/theuae_september503.xml
Technology deal to enrich artificial reefs in the UAE

An Abu Dhabi-based firm has signed a joint partnership agreement with a leading US-based company to bring the latest technology in the field of artificial reefs. 

Delma Industrial Supply and Marine services will be the agent of Artificial Reefs Inc., a professional reef and costal engineering firm located in the State of Florida.

Rodney Garner, a marine environmental scientist from Queensland, Australia, who was officially appointed as operations manager and marketing director under the partnership agreement told Khaleej Times that Artificial Reefs Inc. has already embarked on several projects in the UAE.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2004/september/theuae_september496.xml
Jordan

IAEA to Probe Radiation in Jordan From Israeli N-Plant

The UN nuclear watchdog is to send experts to Jordan to verify whether the ageing Dimona nuclear plant just across the border in Israel is emitting high levels of radiation, an IAEA spokesman said yesterday.

“We have received a request from the Jordanian government to assist them monitoring the radiological situation,” said Mark Gwozdecky, spokesman for the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).

“We agreed to send a fact-finding mission in the coming weeks to help them determine whether there is any radiological incident.”

The request came from Jordan’s parliamentary health and environment committee after former Israeli nuclear scientist Mordechai Vanunu warned that the plant, built in the late 1950s with the help of France, in the southern Negev desert could become a “second Chernobyl.”

Vanunu, a former technician, served an 18-year prison sentence in Israel for revealing secrets about the plant.

But a diplomat based in Vienna said there was no proof of any contamination from the Dimona plant. “There is no evidence of radiation... nobody has ever gotten near Dimona,” he said.

Jordan said in August it was preparing to invite UN experts from the IAEA to carry out independent surveys in the kingdom to eliminate any fear of contamination from the plant in neighboring Israel.

http://www.arabnews.com/?page=4&section=0&article=51997&d=26&m=9&y=2004
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F R I D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
World is responsible for ending ‘unspeakable violence’ in Sudan, Annan says

*
UN rights envoys complete inspection mission in Darfur, Sudan

*
Iraqi leader appeals to UN Assembly for help to defeat terrorists, rebuild country

*
Concerns of small island States head General Assembly session

*
Security Council resolution ‘incentive’ to Darfur rebels, Sudan tells Assembly
*
Annual treaty drive at UN brings 93 actions from 32 countries

*
UN agency demands action to reduce Haiti’s vulnerability to natural disasters

*
UN appeals for $32 million of aid for Grenada as it recovers from Hurricane Ivan

*
UN police in DR of Congo help arrest 10 suspected of involvement in killings

*
Israeli restrictions on staff movements in Gaza draw UN agency’s protests

*
UN health agency sends kits to test for possible hepatitis outbreak near Baghdad

*
UN committee adopts right-to-food guidelines after lengthy negotiations

*
14 hazardous substances added to UN-backed treaty on pesticides
*
UN agency airlifts first 100 Angolan refugees back home from Namibia

* * * * 

Sudan

24 September – The “unspeakable violence” being waged against the people of Sudan’s troubled Darfur region means the crisis there is a global issue, and “not simply an African problem,” Secretary-General Kofi Annan told the Security Council today.

In remarks at the outset of a Council meeting to hear a briefing by Nigerian President Olusegun Obasanjo on the situation in Africa, in particular Darfur, where more than 1.65 million people have had to flee their homes in the past year and a half because of the violence, Mr. Annan said civilians are still facing attacks every day.

“The humanitarian emergency in Darfur is growing, and much, much more needs to be done to mitigate it,” he said, adding that the world must back an expansion of the existing African Union (AU) mission of monitoring forces to help make the civilians safer.

“But this will require substantial international resources – logistics support, equipment and financing. Every country that can help must help, and thereby give content and meaning to our words of concern.”

Mr. Annan also stressed the importance of resuming the AU-organized negotiations between Khartoum and the two Darfur rebel groups for a political settlement.

About 1.45 million people are internally displaced and another 200,000 are refugees in neighbouring Chad after leaving their home villages because of violent attacks by Janjaweed militias.

The Janjaweed, who began their attacks after rebel groups began fighting with Sudanese Government forces, are accused of killing and raping thousands of civilians, and destroying homes, wells and cropland.

In a resolution adopted last Saturday, the Council said it might impose sanctions on Khartoum if it does not protect civilians from further Janjaweed attacks and agreed to an expanded AU force. It has also called for a UN commission of inquiry to determine whether genocide has taken place.

Mr. Obasanjo, who is also the current Chairman of the African Union, told the Council today that an expanded AU presence in Darfur of about 3,000 troops would be welcome but could only happen if there is sustained financial support.

“We should avoid a situation where Africa Union troops on the ground are handicapped as a result of lack of requisite financial resources and logistics support,” he said.

Mr. Obasanjo said the AU was resolute in its commitment to bring peace and security to Darfur, and was ready to play its part to revive the stalled peace talks.

* * *

Sudan

24 September – Two senior United Nations human rights officials examining how to protect the civilians of Sudan’s strife-torn Darfur region from further militia attacks have completed their weeklong mission to the region and have now returned to the capital Khartoum for talks with government officials and other UN staff.

High Commissioner for Human Rights Louise Arbour and the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser on the Prevention of Genocide Juan Méndez will meet the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Sudan Jan Pronk and senior Sudanese officials to discuss the latest situation in Darfur, UN spokesman Fred Eckhard told reporters today.

Mrs. Arbour and Mr. Méndez are slated to brief the press before heading back to Geneva on Sunday, Mr. Eckhard added. Mrs. Arbour and Mr. Pronk will then travel to UN Headquarters in New York next week to discuss the issues with Secretary-General Kofi Annan.

Mr. Annan dispatched the two rights officials to investigate the continuing crisis in Darfur and recommend how civilians can be better protected from further attacks by the Janjaweed militias. The Janjaweed stand accused of conducting brutal attacks – killing and raping villagers, poisoning wells and destroying homes and cropland.

About 1.45 million people are internally displaced and another 200,000 live as refugees in neighbouring Chad because of the Janjaweed attacks and fighting between Sudanese Government forces and two rebel groups.

Meanwhile, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), Ruud Lubbers, has arrived in the Chadian capital N’Djamena for the start of a five-day mission to Chad and Sudan to see firsthand what the UN refugee agency is doing to assist the massive displaced population.

Mr. Lubbers was slated to meet Chadian President Idriss Deby, senior government officials and staff from UNHCR and aid agencies before heading on to Abeche in eastern Chad to begin his inspections.

* * *

General Assembly

24 September – As the General Assembly wrapped up the fourth day of its annual high-level debate, Prime Minister Ayad Allawi of Iraq appealed to its neighbours and the international community for help in rebuilding the country ruined by war and a brutal regime and defeating terrorists bent on destroying the dreams of the Iraqi people for a country rooted in democracy.

Iraq was now a country that respected laws, human rights and freedoms, Mr. Allawi said, and the new Government gave its people their due respect within a framework shaped by democratic freedoms. He said that elections to be held next January were vital to improving the country’s security situation and that his Government was committed to adhering to the deadline despite the obvious complexities. He expressed gratitude to the United Nations for its assistance in preparing for the elections, and said he looked forward to the return of all UN agencies in the future.

Mr. Allawi underscored that the most important priority was to defeat the terrorists and extremists who were still trying to target the dream of the Iraqi people for peace as well as destroy its civilization and culture, and to bring them to justice. Equally vital was restoring economic progress and the rule of law in the country. “We need more assistance from our neighbours and the international community as whole to meet our objectives and the needs of the Iraqi people,” he urged.

[At a meeting later Friday with Secretary-General Kofi Annan, Mr. Allawi expressed the importance of the UN role in supporting the elections in Iraq.

The Secretary-General assured the Prime Minister that the UN would give all possible support in advising and assisting the country’s Independent Electoral Commission. A UN team already was in Baghdad and additional personnel would be sent as circumstances permitted.]

Speaking at the outset of the Assembly’s afternoon session, President Pedro Verona Rodrigues Pires of Cape Verde said the economic and developmental problems confronting small island States such as his were unique problems and, as such, called for similarly unique attention. He appealed for the support of the international community if success was to be assured.

He said nations, especially small developing nations, while making concerted efforts to improve their conditions, were still confronted with the problem of hunger and poverty. Success in the war against hunger and poverty, he asserted, would have a positive effect in those countries, as well as for an improvement in the human condition in the world, as whole. He also called for a united front against HIV/AIDS and other pandemic illnesses.

Prime Minister Tuila’epa Sailele Malielegaoi of Samoa noted that at the annual Pacific Islands Forum Summit hosted last month by his country, Pacific leaders had addressed the dangers posed to their region by terrorism, transnational crime, illicit drugs and the spread of small arms. He said the Forum was committed to collective mechanisms to help regional governments recover from national conflicts and crises. The success of those arrangements was already evident in the Solomon Islands as well as in Bougainville, where elections for an autonomous government were scheduled for the end of the year.

Mr. Malielegaoi said Samoa also called on the United Nations system and the international community to provide the necessary support for the development programmes of small island developing States. Furthermore, talks at the World Trade Organization (WTO) should take into full account the vulnerabilities of small island developing States with regard to special treatment for small economies.

Patrick Manning, the Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago, voiced his solidarity with other small island nations in calling for multilateral trading arrangements that take into account the vulnerabilities of such countries. “It is through softer trading arrangements, increased financial flows and the consequent empowerment of our citizens that we will be able to realize the most central of all the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), the eradication of poverty,” he said.

On the environmental vulnerabilities of the countries of the Caribbean, particularly in the aftermath of the busy hurricane season, Mr. Manning said the January meeting in Mauritius to review the Barbados Plan of Action “must seek to comprehensively address the new and emerging threats to the sustainable development of small island developing States.”

Foreign Minister Jean Asselborn of Luxembourg called for stepped-up international efforts to promote development – noting that the inhabitants of many developing countries, especially in Africa, remain mired in poverty, hunger and disease. Official development assistance should be increased, he said, but it was also important to encourage all countries to abide by the rule of law and practice good governance.

Egypt’s Foreign Minister Ahmed Aboul Gheit said the scourge of terrorism will only be eradicated when there is an equitable international economic and social system, and that will only happen when the ambitious aims and programmes of action mapped out at UN conferences over the past decade are translated into practical actions. He noted the “agonizingly slow progress” towards achieving the MDGs and said it will hurt hopes for a more stable globe.

Norwegian Foreign Minister Jan Petersen told the Assembly that “the resolution of armed conflicts is not solely the province of the UN.” He said regional organizations should have a greater role because they frequently have better local knowledge, citing the part played by the African Union (AU) in the current Darfur crisis in Sudan. But he added that there are few institutional mechanisms in place to allow the UN and regional groups to work as effective partners.

Foreign Minister Ernst Walch of Liechtenstein said the world is witnessing “a dangerous erosion in the application of international law standards,” especially in the fields of human rights and humanitarian issues. Dr. Walch called for the primacy of the rule of law to be upheld domestically and internationally so that the standards can be maintained. He also supported the push for reform of the Security Council, stressing it needs to be more representative and more accountable.

Julian Hunte, Foreign Minister for St. Lucia, said the recent devastating impact of hurricanes and tropical storms on Grenada, Jamaica and Haiti spotlighted the vulnerability of small island developing States. Their threats do not only come from nature, he said, but also from inequalities and inconsistencies in the global trading system. “Agricultural subsidies, market access, non-tariff barriers to trade, low or falling commodity prices, and special and differential treatment – all these issues beg for constructive dialogue and decisive action,” he said.

Kazakhstan’s Foreign Minister Kassymzhomart Tokaev said Central Asia’s wellbeing depended mainly on the stabilization and economic development of Afghanistan. But he was concerned that the illicit drug trade, religious extremism, poverty and illegal migration had turned it into a breeding ground for terrorism. Mr. Tokaev offered his support for the Afghan Government’s efforts to achieve peace, security and humanitarian relief.

Foreign Minister Felipe Pérez Roque of Cuba said the 130 or so least developed nations must build a common front to defend their interests and their right to development because the “modest objectives” of the Millennium Summit in 2000 would not be achieved. He said the General Assembly was being ignored and the Security Council pursued the agenda of a narrow group of nations and had to be expanded to include developing countries.

Luis Ernesto Derbez, Foreign Minister of Mexico, told the Assembly that the decade-long push to reform the Security Council had failed because it focused too much on the number of seats, how they should be allocated and whether they should have permanent status. “The fundamental questions that have largely been ignored are what kind of collective security system is needed by today’s international community, and what mechanisms should be used in order to face the new challenges and to prevent conflict,” he said.

Geir Haarde, Finance Minister and Acting Foreign Minister of Iceland, said the Security Council must be more representative of current global concerns, particularly the spectre of terrorism, and made more efficient and effective. It was time that certain countries that had made considerable contributions to the work of the United Nations be given permanent seats on the Security Council. It was also important to ensure that the Council and the multilateral system overall understood and took into account the issues of smaller States, he said, noting that the Nordic States in the Western European and Other States Group – Denmark, Finland, Norway and Sweden – had endorsed Iceland’s candidacy for a non-permanent seat on the Council in 2009 and 2010.

Yemeni Foreign Minister Abubakr Al-Qirbi said he was convinced that “terrorism has no specific identity or particular religion,” and therefore struggles for national liberation or for ending foreign occupation were legitimate under the UN Charter. He said the correct approach for combating terrorism was to deploy all possible resources to the task, and this ranged from better security and intelligence work to spurring greater justice and economic development.

Emphasizing the importance of multilateralism, Belgium’s Foreign Minister Karel De Gucht said the UN’s credibility will depend on its efficiency and results, and therefore it was essential to stand together to reinforce the UN system and the values it serves. Mr. De Gucht said his country was especially committed to bringing peace and stability to the Great Lakes region of Africa, including the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Rwanda and Burundi.

Venezuelan Foreign Minister Jesús Arnaldo Pérez said neo-liberalism had been an economic failure in Latin America, condemning millions of people to a life below the poverty line and feeding their doubts about the worth of democracy. He said the best method of reducing hunger was to improve democracy – by giving a greater voice to the power and by stretching the notion of democracy beyond mere politics and into the economic and social aspects of life as well.

Wlodzimierz Cimoszewicz, Foreign Minister of Poland, told the Assembly that debate about reform of the Security Council should not centre on the number of members. “A Council of 24 States will probably not have a more powerful voice than that of 15,” he said, adding it is more important to make sure that the Council – and the rest of the UN system – has the resources and the capacity to implement what is in its mandates.

Geir Haarde, Finance Minister and Acting Foreign Minister of Iceland, said the Security Council must be more representative of current global concerns, particularly the spectre of terrorism, and made more efficient and effective. It was time that certain countries that had made considerable contributions to the work of the United Nations be given permanent seats on the Security Council. It was also important to ensure that the Council and the multilateral system overall understood and took into account the issues of smaller States, he said, noting that the Nordic States in the Western European and Other States Group – Denmark, Finland, Norway and Sweden – had endorsed Iceland’s candidacy for a non-permanent seat on the Council in 2009 and 2010.

Foreign Minster Patricio Zuqilanda of Ecuador said it was time for the international community and the United Nations to give absolute priority and determined political will to tackle the question of civilians in armed conflict. It was up to the Security Council to act resolutely in such “bloody and inhuman” situations, where the rule of international humanitarian law had vanished. That 15-nation body must reinforce the protection of civilians in armed conflict in order to prevent the failure of the entire international juridical structure.

João Bernardo de Miranda, Foreign Minister of Angola, voiced concern at the instability in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, which shared a long border with his country. Despite progress towards peace, the situation was still fragile, and the international community – particularly the UN Security Council and the African Union – must continue to devote attention to it in order to avoid a collapse of the process. He called on sub-regional organizations, the countries in the region and other parties to work and encourage the Congolese to meet their commitments under the country’s transition period.

* * *

General Assembly

24 September – The problems bedevilling the world’s small island States, especially global warming, fishing rights, natural disasters and the inequalities of global trade, dominated this morning’s session of the United Nations General Assembly’s annual high-level debate.

Fradique Bandeira de Melo de Menezes, President of São Tomé and Príncipe, issued a plea for all countries to ratify the Kyoto Protocol on greenhouse gases because his island nation saw its “very existence threatened by global warming,” with shorelines eroding, seas rising and territory shrinking. “Is my small country to end up nothing but a tiny volcanic peak sticking up above the waves with the last of our people clinging to the land left unclaimed by the rising sea?” he asked.

Mr. de Menezes also warned that progress in the fight against the HIV/AIDS pandemic would remain far away unless more money was devoted to finding a cure for a disease that was devastating not just families in Africa, but entire cultures and economies. He said the cost of treatment was still too expensive and hurt poorer nations, especially given they often lacked the conditions – despite the impact of globalization – to match industrialized nations in developing trade, commerce and healthier economies.

Backing the work of the UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK), President Branko Crvenkoski of the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia said it was important to establish a multi-ethnic society there with better security, greater democracy and a strong adherence to the rule of law. Any decision on the province’s permanent status must not lead to the destabilization of southeastern Europe.

Mr. Crvenkoski drew attention to the threats to world peace posed by weapons, large and small. He welcomed the Security Council’s resolution earlier this year to restrict the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, hailed the importance of the Ottawa Convention against landmines and called for more action to eliminate the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons.

President Ilham Aliyev of Azerbaijan told the Assembly his country was actively contributing to the global coalition against terrorism, which threatened security and threatened innocent people. He said the Security Council’s present structure meant it was unable to cope with many major problems, especially armed conflicts, and called for a “more representative, responsible and democratic” body.

Stressing the importance of economic growth and poverty eradication to stability and security, President Aliyev said Azerbaijan was playing its role in the development of international oil and gas pipelines. “These projects will ensure predictable access for exports of landlocked countries to world and regional markets. Benefits of that should reach the poorest in each participating country.”

Prime Minister Ralph Gonsalves of St. Vincent and the Grenadines outlined the catastrophic impact of this season’s hurricanes and tropical storms on the Caribbean region and urged international support for recovery efforts. His nation’s closest neighbour, Grenada, had fared the worst: in three hours Hurricane Ivan transformed it “from the status of a middle-income developing country with a modern, sophisticated society and a well-run, democratic state machinery to a devastated land…[with] no economy, no functioning government as we have come to accept that term, and a highly traumatized civil society,” he said.

Mr. Gonsalves added his voice to other cries of distress about the situation in Sudan’s Darfur region, which he described as “a chilling reminder of man’s inhumanity to man.” He said practical measures must be taken immediately to end the killing, or else the world may be guilty of only engaging “in the usual perfunctory and routine denunciations.”

Fijian Prime Minister Laisenia Qarase said the Pacific Ocean had the world’s largest sustainable tuna fishery, and yet more than 95 per cent of the income from the catch went to distant nations. Praising the Western and Central Pacific Tuna Convention, which came into force in June, and bilateral agreements with other countries, he said it was time for the UN and other international organizations to help Fiji and its neighbours “get a just return from this major natural resource.”

Referring to the racial divisions that have plagued his country, Mr. Qarase said his Government was working on extending guaranteed parliamentary representation for different ethnic communities to similar representation across government. Next month, Fiji will hold eight days of prayer, forgiveness and reconciliation “to bring people together [and] to create a national sense of purpose and patriotism,” he said.

Dominica’s Prime Minister Roosevelt Skerrit said the recent wave of deadly hurricanes in the Caribbean showed how important it was to have rehabilitation schemes in place to quickly revive ruined economies after a natural disaster has struck. He recommended the UN set up a special insurance fund that States could draw from at short notice, funded not by charity but by premiums linked to a country’s ability to pay.

Mr. Skerrit also highlighted the summit next January in Mauritius, when small island developing States will gather to review what progress has been made since the Barbados Programme of Action was adopted 10 years ago. He said it was “abundantly clear” that there must be a new global economic order that was more balanced and attuned to the concerns of its weakest members.

* * *

General Assembly

23 September – Addressing the United Nations General Assembly this afternoon, the Foreign Minister of Sudan pledged to work for peace and respect for human rights in the country’s vast and blighted Darfur region, but denounced a Security Council resolution threatening sanctions in the absence of action.

Mustafa Osman Ismail said the fighting in Darfur stemmed from the actions of rebels, who attacked tribes that refused to join their ranks. The Government had attempted to restore peace and avoid civil war, but the conflict led to “extremely complicated human conditions” which Khartoum responded to through special measures, including lifting all restrictions on relief workers. The Government deployed police and opened legal offices destroyed by the rebels and was participating in peace talks even though the rebels had not cooperated, he said. But the Security Council had regrettably threatened sanctions, emboldening the rebels and insisting on unrealistic conditions which, ultimately, led to the collapse of peace talks. Most recently, on Saturday, the Council adopted another resolution which was “an incentive to the rebels” and did not take account of Government efforts to contain the crisis.

President Enrique Pereira Rosa of Guinea-Bissau said his country had unfortunately not escaped the cycle of violence and political crisis which plagued so many African nations. Conscious of the problem, the country’s authorities were doing all possible to rectify the situation. “Our people have suffered too much, they have endured too much,” he said. “We must give them new reasons to hope.” Efforts were being made to foster a culture of peace and to achieve true democracy with elections scheduled for next year.

Guinea-Bissau, he said, needed international aid to overcome the many problems confronting it. “This aid is urgent,” he stated. Efforts were in place to fight corruption, thanks in part to assistance from the UN Development Programme (UNDP). A roundtable meeting on the country’s economic development was planned for December. “We count on your presence and your participation and your solidarity,” he told the assembled leaders.

Al Hadji Yahya Jammeh, President of Gambia, said West Africans could well appreciate the fact that there could be no development in the absence of peace. That region “is rich in natural resources, yet wallowing in poverty because, in large measure, of conflicts,” he noted. Efforts were being made by the UN and the Economic Community for West African States (ECOWAS) to respond in Liberia and in Sierra Leone.

“Now that the fires of war have subsided in these two countries, we should focus our attention even more sharply on the festering conflict in Côte d’Ivoire,” he said, calling for pressure on the parties to avoid exacerbating the crisis. He also drew attention to other challenges across Africa, particularly in Sudan, where he said the Government must “redouble its efforts and work in concert will all its partners in the search for a speedy solution to the problem in Darfur.”

While numerous speakers have discussed the role of trade practices in alleviating poverty, Honduran President Ricardo Maduro was more specific than most, telling delegate that while five years ago, coffee farmers in his country received 40 per cent of the revenues from their product, that figure had dropped to just 9 per cent today. He called on the assembled Heads of State who produce coffee to join forces in working for just compensation for workers.

If the price of coffee could make a difference in alleviating poverty, he said, adjustments in the price of oil could profoundly affect the situation. In the case of Honduras, rising petroleum costs over the past year meant that money was spent that could have been allocated to helping 870,000 children who went to school without proper meals. He appealed to the international community - particularly the oil-producing countries - to set up a fair pricing system.

Jorge Batlle Ibáñez, President of Uruguay, said achieving peace “would be futile if at the same time the United Nations lacks a ready source of funding that could be immediately spent for the benefit of none other than the peoples for whom it is intended.” He called on those present to “create global and largely autonomous financial instruments to achieve these goals.”

The fight against terrorism and other evils - hunger, poverty, underdevelopment, marginalization and exclusion - “needs a United Nations that is more united and capable of more rapid and effective responses,” he said. “This is why it must be more representative, balanced and reliable, so that it could continue to be a reference point for the weak and a restraining influence on the strong.”

Pakalitha Bethuel Mosisili, the Prime Minister of Lesotho, recalled that four years ago, leaders meeting at the UN had adopted the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) - time-bound and measurable targets for combating poverty, hunger, the spread of HIV/AIDS, illiteracy, environmental degradation and discrimination against women. At that time, he said, “we did not anticipate that, as we approach the comprehensive review in 2005, the HIV and AIDS pandemic would have become the greatest threat to life itself, particularly in sub-Saharan Africa.”

As early as the year 2000, Lesotho had declared HIV and AIDS a national disaster, and had taken various measures to control and manage the pandemic, he said. “We have not been alone in this fight,” he said, voicing appreciation for the support of Stephen Lewis and James Morris, the Secretary-General’s Special Envoys on HIV/AIDS in Africa, and on the Humanitarian Crisis in Southern Africa, respectively. He credited them with helping Lesotho to start a “robust” programme of anti-retroviral treatment and ensuring a steady food supply for vulnerable and orphaned children. “Interventions of this nature give credence to the lofty declarations adopted at various international summits on the HIV and AIDS pandemic, as they complement and strengthen our own initiatives and limited resources,” he said.

The Prime Minister of Malta, Lawrence Gonzi, said a key development in the Mediterranean region had been Libya’s decision to renounce its programme on weapons of mass destruction. “As a long standing friend and close neighbour of Libya, Malta has particular reasons to welcome this development and the increased opportunities it now creates for Libya to play a significant role in the process of Euro-Mediterranean security and cooperation,” he said.

At the same time, he warned, problems relating to the development of weapons of mass destruction (WMDs) still persist in other regions of the world. “The role which initiatives encouraging regional stability and economic and social development can play in the resolution of these problems should not be underestimated,” he said, calling for a new examination of the threat posed by the most dangerous arms. “The problem of proliferation of weapons, especially weapons of mass destruction, has in our day assumed a new and frightening dimension in its possible linkage with terrorism,” he said, calling on nations to strengthen disarmament measures.

Ghana’s Vice-President, Alhaji Aliu Mahama, agreed that laudable initiatives to halve hunger and poverty could not be achieved without a fundamental restructuring of the global trade system, particularly in agricultural products. “Such an initiative should include developed countries dismantling subsidies, lowering tariffs, and thereby helping to uphold and safeguard an open, equitable, rule-based, predictable, non-discriminatory trading and financial system,” he said.

Sandra Pierantozzi, Vice-President of Palau, urged funding to help small States. “Ironically, it is the tiny countries like ours, where so many of the world’s environmental treasures exist, that are denied the assistance they need, due to a perceived lack of capacity to navigate the unwieldy bureaucracies of the international organizations that are charged with protecting those very treasures,” she said, warning that the failure of the world to come to an agreement to implement the Kyoto Protocol on climate change “will contribute to the destruction of our marine and terrestrial resources.”

Prince Albert of Monaco joined others in calling for an expansion of the Security Council. “Its enlargement, be it of permanent or non-permanent seats, should strengthen its ability to contribute to the essential tasks of peace-keeping by asserting a more equitable representation of the diverse regions that compose our international community,” he said.

Turkish Foreign Minister Abdullah Gül said his country “is determined to sustain the promising and constructive atmosphere in our relations with Greece.” He voiced hope that bilateral relations will continue to improve in the months ahead. “Our wide ranging cooperation is expanding in every field,” he said. “This will facilitate the settlement of all pending issues. It will also result in a climate of cooperation beneficial to the two countries as well as peace, stability and security in the region as a whole.”

Benita Ferrero-Waldner, the Foreign Minister of Austria, drew attention to the threat posed by the proliferation of small arms and light weapons. “The UN Programme of Action against the illicit trade of those weapons must be strengthened,” she said. “First steps have already been taken with regard to the problem of marking and tracing of weapons, steps that may lead to a legally binding regime.” She also called on countries to participate in this year’s Review Conference of the Antipersonnel Mine Ban Convention, to be held in Nairobi.

Foreign Secretary Jack Straw of the United Kingdom acknowledged the controversy over the war in Iraq but called for a concerted fight against terrorism. “Yes, I know - how could I forget - that opinions have differed over the rightness of the military action taken in Iraq 18 months ago, but I warrant that no nation is in favour of the terrorist insurgency now occurring there,” he said. “For we all recognize that what is being attempted by the terrorists in Iraq is an attack both on the Iraqi people and on everything for which this organisation stands: safety, security, human rights. We must come together to defeat the terrorists and their despicable aims.” He added that, “We must never stoop to the level of the terrorist: to torture, mistreatment, unjustified incarceration.”

Brian Cowen, the Foreign Minister of Ireland, emphasized that instability very frequently arose from situations where human rights were abused or denied. “The abuse of human rights is also at the root of poverty and underdevelopment,” he said. “Respect for human rights, on the other hand, is an essential element of good governance, and must be at the centre of efforts to prevent conflict, and of post-conflict reconstruction.”

Russia’s Foreign Minister, Sergey Lavrov, said his country was still grieving over the horrific terrorist attack on Beslan. Terrorists around the world had made mass murder an end in itself, and Russia had drawn harsh conclusions from this. “We will not allow anyone to encroach on the sovereignty of our State,” he said, pledging to consolidate efforts to fight terrorism in a constitutional manner. He called for a renewed international struggle against the scourge, emphasizing the need to translate ideals into action. Security in today’s world is by necessity interdependent, and as such a collective response is needed. “This evil can be coped with only on a multilateral basis through the consolidation of efforts and acting in solidarity.”

Per Stig Møller, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Denmark, said the main responsibility for fighting terrorism lay with individual States, which must comply with relevant Security Council resolutions and implement the 12 UN anti-terror treaties. He voiced support for efforts to reinvigorate the UN Counter-Terrorism Committee (CTC). “The work of the CTC must be better focused and linked with the assistance extended to countries who have the will - but lack the means - to meet the requirements of Security Council resolution 1373” which set up the group.

Bulgaria’s Foreign Minister, Solomon Passy, advocated global support for the development of southeastern Europe. “Developing infrastructure and political stability have to go together,” he said. “The people of the region are isolated from each other and from the rest of the region. It can take longer to fly from Sofia to Tirana than to cross the Atlantic.” He cited a “desperate need for highways, railways and infrastructure corridors to bring the people of the region closer together.”

Sheikh Mohammad Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah, Kuwait’s Foreign Minister, said despite the fall of Saddam Hussein, the vestiges of the old regime were hampering efforts of the new Government to rebuild all that had been destroyed. “Convinced as we are that security and stability for Iraq mean security and stability for the region as a whole, Kuwait supports the interim Government in these difficult times,” he said, welcoming the creation of a tribunal to try those responsible for crimes against Iraqis and Kuwaitis, who had also suffered from the former dictator’s actions, including the killing of prisoners of war.

Vuk Draškovic, Foreign Minister of Serbia and Montenegro, said the insistence by some on the creation of a sovereign state of Kosovo amounts to a call for the break-up of his country. “Such an aspiration breeds new hatreds and miseries and is contrary to the basic tenets of international law and the Charter of the United Nations,” he said. Belgrade was prepared to work on an agreement on the status of Kosovo, he said, but added: “we will not agree to the violation of our State and its rights.”

* * *

Treaty signings

24 September – The fifth annual drive by the United Nations to encourage Member States to sign or ratify some of the hundreds of global conventions and treaties has ended, with 32 countries participating this year and 93 actions taken.

There were 14 signatures, 37 ratifications, 35 accessions, one acceptance and six consents to be bound during the four days the event was held at UN Headquarters in New York. The total is likely to rise further because Cambodia is expected to add its signature to four separate pacts on Monday.

Palitha Kohona, Chief of the UN Treaty Section, told reporters today he was pleased that many of the countries that participated did so at the level of Head of State or Foreign Minister – an indication of the importance they are giving to the conventions and treaties.

This year’s focus was treaties that protect the rights of civilians, especially during times of armed conflicts, but the pacts signed or ratified covered subjects ranging from trans-national crime to pesticides and chemicals.

Liberia was the most active nation this week, either signing, ratifying or acceding to 18 different treaties and protocols. Paraguay, Madagascar, Lesotho and Sri Lanka also took more than two dozen actions between them.

Mr. Kohona highlighted several notable actions, including ratifications by Burundi, Guyana and Liberia of the Rome Statute, which set up the International Criminal Court to try war criminals.

Nine nations either ratified or acceded to the UN Convention Against Trans-national Organized Crime and its related Protocols, taking to 92 the total number of parties to that treaty.

* * *

Tropical Storm Jeanne

24 September – Haiti is always going to be especially vulnerable to natural disasters such as last weekend’s Tropical Storm Jeanne – which so far has left more than 1,000 people dead and another 1,200 others missing – because it has no early-warning system and there is massive deforestation, the United Nations disaster-reduction body said today.

The International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR), based in Geneva, has called on Haiti’s Government and the international community to invest much more in the Western Hemisphere’s most impoverished country to lessen the impact of future disasters there.

Citing figures from Haitian authorities, UN agencies say at least 1,013 people are dead and another 1,200 people are missing, mostly from the floods and mudslides that followed Tropical Storm Jeanne. The devastation is concentrated in the country’s north, particularly in Gonaïves, Haiti’s third biggest city.

The agencies and the UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) are continuing their relief efforts, distributing food and water to some of the thousands of people who have been left homeless by the storm.

MINUSTAH and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) have set up four health centres across Gonaïves, with peacekeepers stationed at aid distribution points to maintain security.

The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) reported that the security situation around the distribution points “remains extremely tense.”

The World Food Programme (WFP) also announced that it is coordinating bakeries around Haiti to produce bread 24 hours a day to deliver to the hardest-hit areas. More food convoys are scheduled for the days ahead.

But the ISDR Director Sálvano Briceño said the human and physical toll need not be so large, adding that only 11 people have been reported killed in the neighbouring Dominican Republic, despite the rains being stronger in that country.

“Vulnerabilities have been allowed to grow in Haiti to the extent that any natural hazard leads to great tragedy,” he said.

Mr. Briceño noted that about 60 per cent of Haitians depend on charcoal for cooking, leading to widespread deforestation and therefore the risk of mudslides; in the Dominican Republic, by contrast, nearly everyone uses natural gas to cook.

Most Caribbean nations also have early-warning systems, so their authorities can respond quickly to imminent natural disasters and citizens can be informed to evacuate or take defensive action. But Mr. Briceño said Haiti does not, even though effective systems can be established for little cost.

The ISDR said the World Conference on Disaster Reduction, which will be held next January in Kobe, Japan, will focus on convincing States that they should include disaster preparation in their planning for economic development.

* * *

Grenada

24 September – The United Nations today launched an emergency appeal to help the people of Grenada recover from the catastrophic impact of Hurricane Ivan, which earlier this month wiped out much of the Caribbean nation’s infrastructure and killed at least 37 people.

UN humanitarian agencies said they need $32.6 million over the next six months to meet Grenada’s immediate needs, including repairs to shelter, the sanitation system and the interrupted supply of clean water.

The total also includes funds for the re-opening of many schools closed because of the extensive damage they suffered during the high winds.

The UN Disaster Assessment and Coordination (UNDAC) team in Grenada has reported that daily life is slowly returning to normal, with banks, public services, shops and a limited amount of restaurants and hotels resuming business.

But the power supply has only been restored to hospitals and government ministries, the water supply remains irregular and a lack of available transport is hampering the distribution of food and other relief supplies.

Three experts from the World Food Programme (WFP) were due to arrive today to spend the next three months providing logistical support and expertise to Grenada’s Government.

The Grenada appeal does not include an amount for food relief, but the WFP is asking for $180,000 to cover its immediate needs in Grenada and Jamaica, which was also struck by Hurricane Ivan. The Cayman Islands, Cuba and the United States were among the other countries hit by the storm.

* * *

DR of Congo

24 September – Civilian police from the United Nations peacekeeping mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) have helped arrest 10 people in connection with a massacre earlier this week in the country’s Ituri region.

Fifteen people were killed and more than 90 homes were burned in an attack Monday on the village of Lengabo. Peacekeepers from the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) were dispatched immediately to the site.

On Thursday MONUC police assisted the DRC national police during a raid on the village of Medu, which is populated by the Ngiti ethnic group suspected of being involved in the Lengabo massacre. Local accounts at the time described the incident as a dispute between two communities.

Ten suspects, including two minors, were taken into custody and transferred to Bunia.

Searches were conducted simultaneously within the camp of the Front de Résistance Patriotique pour l’Ituri (FRPI) situated at the centre of Medu, located west of Bunia in the North Kivu province. Documents, uniforms, pieces of armament and ammunitions were seized.

* * *

Middle East

24 September – The main United Nations agency providing assistance to Palestinian refugees today protested to Israel following new restrictions imposed on UN staff moving in and out of the Gaza Strip.

The UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) said the “new and constantly changing” restrictions have in effect barred UN international staff from crossing into and out of Gaza.

Israel has asked UN international staff holding valid UN passports to cross on foot through the Palestinian labourers’ terminal, a form of travel that exposes personnel to considerable risk and is prohibited under current UN security rules, UNRWA said.

The Agency’s Commissioner-General, Peter Hansen, said that the freedom of movement and safety of UNRWA staff “need to be respected in full.”

* * *
Iraq

24 September – The World Health Organization (WHO) has sent hepatitis E testing kits to Iraq to help confirm whether there was a possible outbreak of the disease near Baghdad, the United Nations agency said today.

A WHO spokesperson in Geneva said there were 60 suspected cases of hepatitis E reported in a small town, Allatefiya, near the Iraqi capital. Nine of the cases affected pregnant women, and all of the cases tested negative for hepatitis C and B.
Fadela Chaib said WHO was following the situation with the Centre of Communicable Diseases, which was linked to the Ministry of Health in Baghdad, on a daily basis.

“WHO has also sent hepatitis E test kits, water purification tablets, information brochures and other material to Iraq to help with the outbreak,” she said. “If confirmed, this is not unexpected as hepatitis E could spread quickly through contaminated water and in a bad sanitation situation.”

* * *

Food

24 September – After two years of negotiations, a committee of the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) has adopted voluntary guidelines upholding the right to food for every person – a move it hopes will add momentum to the global drive to halve the number of hungry people by 2015.

Meeting in Rome, delegates to the FAO Committee on World Food Security agreed last night to the content of guidelines that will set out what practical actions countries should take to make sure their citizens are able to feed themselves in dignity and to provide a safety net for those who cannot.

FAO Legal Counsel Giuliano Pucci described the result of the negotiations, which were protracted and difficult, as a “major breakthrough.”

“This is the first time that an inter-governmental body agrees on what the right to food really means,” he said.

In its annual hunger report issued last year, FAO found that more than 840 million people were under-nourished between 1999 and 2001 after a worldwide rise in numbers during the late 1990s.

At the World Food Summit in 1996, leaders agreed to try to halve the number of hungry or under-nourished people by 2015 – the same target as the first of the eight Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), which were established at a UN summit in 2000.

* * *

Pesticide

24 September – Fourteen new hazardous chemicals and pesticides have been added to an initial watch list of 27 substances subject to a United Nations-backed treaty aimed at helping developing countries more effectively manage the dangerous materials.
The move was agreed to yesterday in Geneva at this week’s ministerial conference of the Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent (PIC) Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade.

The Convention, which gained the force of law this February, prevents shipment of the pesticides and chemicals – many of them linked to cancer, birth defects and other health problems – into developing nations unless these nations have explicitly agreed to their import.

It also enables Member States to alert each other to possible risks. Whenever a government anywhere in the world bans or restricts a chemical for health or environmental reasons, this is reported to all member countries.
“By increasing the number of hazardous chemicals and pesticides that require prior informed consent before being exported by almost 50 per cent, Governments have given the Rotterdam Convention an enthusiastic vote of confidence,” said Assistant Director-General Louise Fresco of the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) which, together with the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), provides the Convention’s secretariat.

The conference, which ended today, was to have also established a Chemical Review Committee to assess future proposals to add new chemicals and pesticides to the PIC list, as well as finalize agreements on a technical assistance strategy, a budget, non-compliance procedures and other systems and processes to strengthen the treaty’s day-to-day operations.

* * *

Angola

24 September – Some 100 Angolan refugees living in Namibia have been repatriated under a programme of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) to return people to their homes in Angola’s interior regions, the first of its kind, the agency announced today.

Thursday’s operation, carried out with the International Organization for Migration (IOM), returned 105 people to Huambo in the central Angolan highlands, a spokesperson for UNHCR said in Geneva.

Some 27 flights are planned to carry more than 4,000 of the 10,000 Angolans currently in Namibia, as poor roads, broken bridges and mines make it impossible to safely return the refugees to the central highlands by any other means.

“For many of the refugees it was their first flight, but their nervousness was overcome by excitement at the prospect of going home,” spokesperson Jennifer Pagonis said at a press briefing.

The UN agency has also been repatriating Angolans from Namibia in road convoys to the border provinces of Kuando Kubango and Cunene. It said that by using both land and air routes, it hoped to repatriate nearly all Angolans from Namibia this year.

Overall, nearly 24,000 Angolans refugees have returned home in 2004 on UNHCR-organized convoys from Namibia, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and Zambia.

An estimated 441,000 Angolan refugees were estimated to be living in bordering countries at the time the peace accords were signed in April 2002. Since then, some 250,000 have returned home, leaving about 200,000 in the major asylum countries of the DRC, Zambia, Namibia and the Republic of the Congo.
· *** *

· _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Daily Press Briefing by the Office of the Spokesman for the Secretary-General
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon. 

**Guest at Noon
Joining us in a few minutes will be Palitha Kohona, the Chief of the United Nations Treaty Section, and he will be here to talk about “Focus 2004”, the ratification drive on treaties dealing with the protection of civilians.

**Security Council
Nigerian President Olusegun Obasanjo, who is Chairman of the African Union, briefed the Security Council this morning on the situation in Darfur, Sudan.

The Secretary-General, in his remarks at the start of that meeting noted that civilians are still being attacked every day.  “The humanitarian emergency in Darfur is growing”, he said, “and much, much more needs to be done to mitigate it”.  He renewed his urgent appeal for international support for the African Union’s mission to help protect the people of Darfur and for strong backing to the AU leadership role in the political process.

The Secretary-General concluded by saying, “the unspeakable violence that is still killing the long-suffering people of Darfur is not simply an African problem.  It concerns the international community.  Whatever name we give it, it imposes responsibilities on all of us”.

**Sudan-Other
The High Commissioner for Human Rights Louise Arbour and the Secretary-General's Special Adviser on the Prevention of Genocide, Juan Méndez, have wrapped up their mission to Darfur and are in Khartoum, where they will meet with government officials, and with the Secretary-General’s Special Representative, Jan Pronk.  They will brief the press there early Sunday.

Meanwhile, the High Commissioner for Refugees Ruud Lubbers arrived in the Chadian capital of N'djamena last night on the first leg of his five-day mission to Chad and to Sudan to see UNHCR's operations in those two countries, which are to protect and assist hundreds of thousands of refugees and people displaced by the Darfur crisis.

Louise Arbour and Jan Pronk are expected to be in New York next week.

**DR Congo
Civilian police from the UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo yesterday assisted the DRC national police in an operation conducted in a village west of Bunia, in the North Kivu province.

Police raided the village of Medu, which is populated by the Ngiti ethnic group who is suspected of involvement in a massacre in the village of Lengabo.  15 people were killed and more than 90 houses burned in an attack on Lengabo on Monday.  10 suspects, including two minors, were taken into custody and transferred to Bunia.

Simultaneously, searches were conducted within the “Front de Résistance Patriotique pour l’Ituri” or FRPI’s camp situated at the centre of Medu.  Documents, uniforms, pieces of armaments and ammunition were seized.

**UNRWA
The UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (or UNRWA) today protested to Israel following new restrictions on UN staff moving in and out of the Gaza Strip.

The Agency says that the new, and constantly changing, restrictions have in effect barred UN international staff from crossing into and out of Gaza.  Israel has asked UN staff holding valid UN laissez-passers to cross on foot through the Palestinian labourers’ terminal, a form of travel that is prohibited under current UN security rules.

In a press release, which we have upstairs, the Agency’s Commissioner-General, Peter Hansen, says that the freedom of movement and safety of UNRWA staff need to be respected in full.

**Haiti/Update
The United Nation’s aid efforts continue in the northern Haitian town of Gonaives.

The UN Mission in Haiti is working with NGOs and humanitarian agencies, and they have established four health centres in the city.  As we mentioned yesterday, 40 tons of food has arrived for distribution, and security at food distribution centres remains a top priority.  Members of the Mission’s Argentine and Brazilian military contingents are spread throughout the city in order to provide the necessity security measures and logistic support for both the local population and the humanitarian agencies.

Also, members of the UN Disaster Assessment and Coordination team, the last batch of which arrived yesterday, have been deployed to Gonaives, where they will concentrate their activities, before expanding to surrounding areas.  And we have more on that upstairs.

**Haiti/Disaster Reduction
We also have upstairs a press release from the Geneva-based International Secretariat of Disaster Reduction, on the events in Haiti.  The ISDR says that vulnerable conditions have been allowed to grow there to the extent that any natural hazard inevitably leads to tragedy – - and it calls for thinking ahead and investing in prevention.

It points to the fact that the rains in Haiti were less strong than the ones that struck the Dominican Republic, but nevertheless the loss in lives and livelihoods was much higher in Haiti than in the rest of the Caribbean.  The Secretariat adds that effective and low-cost systems could be put in place easily with the help of the international community.

**WHO Iraq
Out of Geneva, the World Health Organization said it had sent Hepatitis E testing kits to Iraq.  These are to be used in the town of Allatefyia, near Baghdad, which has reported a possible outbreak of the disease.  Hepatitis E, WHO says, can spread quickly through contaminated water and in places with a deficient sanitation environment.

**FAO
The Food and Agriculture Organization’s Committee on World Food Security yesterday wrapped up two years of difficult negotiations by adopting voluntary guidelines supporting the right to adequate food.

The guidelines, FAO says, cover the full range of national actions that need to be taken to enable people to feed themselves in dignity, and to establish appropriate safety nets for those unable to do so.  FAO’s General Legal Counsel, Giuliano Pucci, called their adoption “a major breakthrough”.  We have a press release with more information. 

**UNEP/Toxic Hazards
14 new hazardous chemicals and pesticides have been added to an initial watch list of 27 substances subject to a UN-backed treaty aimed at helping developing countries more effectively manage the dangerous materials.  The move was agreed to yesterday in Geneva at this week’s ministerial conference of the Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade.  We have a press release on that upstairs. 

**Press Conferences this Afternoon
Press conferences this afternoon, 12:45, Foreign Minister Miguel Angel Moratinos Cuyaube of Spain.  And 7 o’clock tonight the regular briefing by the Spokesman for the Japanese Foreign Ministry. 

**Press Conferences on Monday
On Monday, we have one at 11, the Prime Minister Abdullah Ahmad Badawi of Malaysia will brief you following his address to the General Assembly and then at 12:45, Ambassador Mihnea Motoc of Romania, Chairman of the Security Council Committee established pursuant to resolution 1540 of 2004, which is on arms control, disarmament and non-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction.  And will be briefing you on the work of that committee.

**The Week Ahead at the United Nations
And, as every Friday, we prepare “The Week Ahead” for you, the key events taking place at the United Nations next week.  And I will now take any questions you have.  Yes, Laura?

**Questions and Answers
Question:  You said Louise Arbour and Jan Pronk are going to be back here next week; are they going to give a press conference or is Louise Arbour going to give a press conference? 

Spokesman:  We can ask her if she will meet with you, yes.

Question:  And the second thing is -- is there going to be any interaction between Louise Arbour, Juan Mendez and the African Union on what they found, or what they have seen in Darfur?

Spokesman:  I believe she has had meetings in Sudan, but let me double-check on that she had, and I will also check whether she plans any meetings here in New York.  Yes, Liz?

Question:  Can you comment on the Wall Street Journal’s story on the Kojo Annan, Cotecna connection?

Spokesman:  The only new information in that article was that Kojo Annan was on a retainer for Cotecna through 1999.  And, we understand, this is not unusual for a competitive company to put a departing employee on such a retainer with the pledge not to compete with the company.  Kojo Annan was, at that time, setting up his own company.  It does not change our assessment that in awarding the contract, the United Nations contract to Cotecna in 1998, there was no knowledge, even on the United Nations Committee on Contracts or the Procurement Officer handling that contract, that Kojo Annan had any link to Cotecna.  And that was a finding of the Under-Secretary-General for Management, Joseph Connor, in early ‘99, when this link became a subject of a press account.

Question:  Wasn’t the United Nations only recently saying that the relationship ended with the official real beginning of the Oil-for-Food Programme?  And also, the article says that it wasn’t just an agreement, but that he was receiving money.

Spokesman: His last contract with Cotecna ended in the end of 1998.  This retainer agreement then continued through ‘99, but the contract, which went to Cotecna in late ‘98, I repeat, was done without knowledge of Kojo’s relation to that company, which, at the time, involved responsibilities in West Africa.

Question: Was Kofi Annan aware, though, of this particular continuing connection?

Spokesman: I’m not sure the Secretary-General knew that detail.  As I said, the bidding process here went on with no knowledge that that was the case.  I would have to double-check with the Secretary-General whether he knew about this retainer or not.

One more thing.  If there is any lingering doubt about Kojo Annan’s link to Cotecna and the contract process, this will be looked into by Paul Volcker, who I hope will get to the bottom of it.  Thank you.

Ok. Well, if there are any questions on the General Assembly, we have Djibril Diallo’s assistant here.  If not, I’ll ask Palitha Kohona to come up to the table.

* *** *



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "Agency" ��AP Worldstream - Geneva, Rome to host international chemicals agency�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Dam" ��Africa News - Kenya; Excellent Bid to Clean Dam�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Development" ��Islam on Line – Clean Development – It’s starting to brew�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Treaty" ��Swissinfo – Geneva and Rome win seats of chemicals treaty�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Warming" ��Ascribe - Experts Warn There May Be More Climate Shocks and Surprises From Global Warming�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Troopdrawdown" ��The Washington Times -  U.S., Japan agree to troop drawdown�


*East African Standard – A gender approach to environmental matters
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