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· BBC - Cheap Coffee 'threatens wildlife'
· REUTERS -WHO demands bigger effort to wipe out malaria
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· U.N. Highlights of 25 April 2003
· S.G.'s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing for 25 April 2003
Agence France Presse

April 27, 2003 Sunday 

 UN environment chief hopes for fact-finding mission to Iraq

The head of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) called on Sunday for a fact-finding

      mission to be swiftly allowed into Iraq to assess that country's worsening environmental crisis after more

      than two decades of warfare and mismanagement.

      UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer made the call after briefing Group of Eight (G8) environment ministers  here on problems in Iraq that range from water stress, air pollution from burning oil wells and oil-filled trenches to water and sanitation systems that were near-collapse and mounting piles of rubbish and medical waste. 

      The problems were sketched last week in a UNEP "desk report" -- a study that is based on known data but

      not from a trip to the country.

      "These are very severe environment problems," Toepfer told a press conference, explaining that they were

      also a humanitarian issue and a potential threat to health.

      He said it was necessary to carry out field research as soon as possible.

      UNEP investigators could be swiftly sent to Iraq, Toepfer said, adding that his organisation was impartial.

      Asked whether Britain and the United States would refuse the mission, he said, "I don't have any information  that there will be any blocking."

      The UNEP desk study said Iraq's environment had been damaged by the Iran-Iraq war in the 1980s, by the

      1991 Gulf War and the 2003 conflict, as well as by ecological abuses under Saddam Hussein's regime.

      It notably called for "independent scientific investigation" to be carried out at sites hit by US depleted

      uranium munitions. The Pentagon insists that there is no evidence that dust from these munitions poses any

      danger to health or the environment.

_______________________________________________________________________________________

REUTERS

Iraq needs urgent environment clean-up, UN says

  GENEVA - Saddam Hussein's rule left Iraq a legacy of environmental problems, including the destruction of ecosystems like the  Mesopotamian marshes, and an urgent clean-up plan is needed, a U.N. agency said. 

  The United Nations Environment Programme, UNEP, also called for prompt surveys of former chemical and biological weapons sites and  studies to assess any lasting contamination threat from depleted uranium arms used by U.S.-led forces in the war that ousted the Iraqi  president. 

  "Many environmental problems in Iraq are so alarming that an immediate assessment and a clean-up plan are needed urgently," UNEP  official Pekka Haavisto told a news conference to introduce UNEP's first postwar study of the situation. 

  UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said the issue would be included in a U.N. appeal for funds for Iraqi reconstruction. 

  "Environmental protection is a humanitarian issue. Not only do environmental hazards threaten human health and well-being, but they can  also impede aid operations," he said. 

  The report said there was likely to be a high risk of inhaling depleted uranium dust with large doses of potentially dangerous radiation within 150 metres (yards) of buildings hit by U.S. and British missiles and other weapons. 

  However, Toepfer said more immediate concerns included water supplies, sewage, the accumulation of urban and dangerous industrial and military waste, and the destruction of ecosystems such as the Mesopotamian marshlands. 

  Toepfer said efforts were needed to revive the marshes, for centuries home to a unique Arab culture but largely drained under Saddam's rule to feed irrigation projects elsewhere. 

  "We are not blue-eyes optimists, and we know that this cannot be done tomorrow," he said. 

  The report, based on aerial surveys and information from general public sources, said that during the ousted leader's long war against Iran  during the 1980s, one of the world's largest areas of natural date-palms had been destroyed. 

  The economically important plantations, along the Shatt al-Arab waterway near the border between the two countries, had been  devastated not only by military operations but as the result of misguided upstream dam and irrigation schemes. 

  Wrecked military vehicles and other equipment from the Iran conflict, the 1991 Gulf War and from U.S.-British invasion launched on March  20 also had to be cleared, the report said. 

  Other concerns were the spread of deserts and its impact on farming, the lack of protection for wildlife and the dispersal of Iraqi scientists  and other experts. 

  Story by Robert Evans

_______________________________________________________________________________________
Tehran Times

26 April 2003

Environmental Crisis Worsening in Iraq, Threatens Health: UN Agency 


GENEVA -- A United Nations watchdog warned Thursday that war damage to sanitation and electricity systems, coupled with worsening pollution, had aggravated Iraq's environmental crisis and posed a threat to health. 

The report, issued here by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), called for urgent action to restore Iraq's water and sewerage system and clean up pollution "hot spots" and piles of rubbish and medical waste to reduce the risk of epidemics. 

It also suggested scientists carry out a risk assessment of sites struck by U.S. depleted-uranium (DU) munitions and that the Iraqi public be given advice on how to avoid potential exposure to DU, AFP reported. 

"Many environmental problems in Iraq are so alarming that an immediate assessment and a cleanup plan are needed urgently," the chairman of the UNEP study group, Pekka Haavisto, said. "The environment must be fully integrated into all reconstruction plans if the country is to achieve a strong and sustainable recovery." 

The report is a so-called "desk study" that provides an overview of the environmental situation in Iraq but is not based on on-site knowledge. 

It said that the 2003 Iraqi conflict had added to environmental stress from the 1991 Persian Gulf War, the 1980s Iran-Iraq war and the mismanagement and abuses of the ousted regime of Saddam Hussein. 

Accumulated damage to water and sanitation systems had led to higher levels of pollution and health risks, it said. 

Continuous electricity cuts had often stopped the pumps that remove sewage and circulate freshwater. 

Power failures had also affected pumps that remove saline water from irrigated lands in the flood plains in southern Iraq, which had led to fields being waterlogged and contaminated with salt. 

Smoke from oil well fires and burning oil trenches had caused local air pollution and soil contamination. 

"The intensive use of DU weapons has likely caused environmental contamination of as-yet unknown levels or consequences," UNEP said in a press release. "Conducting a DU study would require receiving precise coordinates of the targeted sites from the military." 

During the 1991 Persian Gulf War, just over 290 metric tons of DU projectiles were fired by the U.S., compared to nine tons in Kosovo and three tons in Bosnia-Hercegovina, the desk study said. 

"From this war we don't have that kind of confirmed figure," Haavisto told reporters. But the report noted: "It is likely that significant amounts of DU rounds have been fired, with additional DU released into the environment from the burning of armor plating." 

UNEP experts expect there to be a "high risk" of inhaling DU dust when entering within a radius of about 150 meters of sites targeted with DU, unless high quality dust masks are worn, the study added. 

"People inhaling DU dust into their lungs could receive radiation doses that constitute a health risk," it said. 

UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer said there was an unmistakable link between Iraq's environment and the welfare of its people. "Environmental protection is a humanitarian issue. Not only do environmental hazards threaten human health and wellbeing, but they can impede aid operations."

 ________________________________________________________________________________

UN Urges Quick Assessment, Clean-Up of Iraqi Environment
Dale Gavlak
Geneva
25 Apr 2003, 20:03 UTC
 

A United Nations agency says the magnitude of Iraq's environmental problems is so alarming that an immediate assessment and clean-up plan are urgently needed. 

The U.N. Environment Program says the accumulation of physical damage to Iraq's environment from more than two decades of war, international sanctions and mismanagement by Saddam Hussein seriously threaten the welfare of the Iraqi people. 

The agency released an initial study on Iraq this week, based on published sources and satellite images. It urges on-site assessments be made once the security situation permits. 
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U.N. Environment chief Klaus Toepfer outlined the priority hazards that need to be addressed. 

"We believe that all the different parts of the environment, from hazardous wastes to sewage water, via ecosystems up to depleted uranium, need concrete studies and recommendations urgently," he said. 

The U.N. environment report says that lack of investment by Saddam Hussein's regime in water and sanitation systems has led to increased pollution and health risks. It says electricity outages have often shut down pumps that remove sewage and circulate fresh water. 

But that's not all. The agency says the destruction of military factories and hardware during a series of wars has released heavy metals and other dangerous substances into the air, soil and water. 

Of special concern are fragments from depleted uranium munitions, fashioned from low-level radioactive wastes. The U.N. Environment Program says it wants to see this cleared, and information provided to residents on how to minimize the risk of exposure to depleted uranium dust. 

Agency head Klaus Toepfer says a secondary and longer term goal is to see the country's ecosystem restored, particularly the Mesopotamian Marshlands. Scientists says about 90 percent of the marshlands were drained on Saddam Hussein's orders after the 1991 Gulf War. 

"It is not only an ecological topic to restore the bio-diversity in the region," said Klaus Toepfer. "It's a humanitarian topic as well." 

The marshes were home to half-a-million Shiite Muslims, who trace their lineage to ancient Babylonians and Sumerians. Scientists say the marshes have also been breeding grounds for many migratory birds, and have played a crucial role in protecting the Persian Gulf and its flourishing 

_________________________________________________________________________________________The Associated Press

April 26, 2003, Saturday, BC cycle

Chemical officers help with environmental cleanup of Iraq

When the U.S. Army officer faced a crowd of Iraqi men and boys and drew his finger across his throat, it

      wasn't a threat, but a gesture of concern.

      "You could die if you stay here," Capt. Bryon Galbraith told the crowd, many of them barefoot, who were

      standing in a pool of pesticide.

      Hundreds of gallons of toxins lay on the ground outside a warehouse Friday after looters broke in and stole

      about 200 barrels, emptying the contents before they lugged away the drums. Residents said the looters

      wanted the drums for transporting gasoline. 

      Galbraith, the 101st Airborne Division's chemical planner, is part of the Army's effort to ensure that Iraq's

      environment doesn't suffer even more in the postwar instability.

      The war did not trigger the natural catastrophe of burning oil fields, destroyed dams and the use of chemical and biological weapons that many had envisioned.

      Still, severe pollution and other environmental problems already choke the country - the results of more than two decades of war, international sanctions and mismanagement under Saddam Hussein.

      Dealing with environmental problems is key to rebuilding Iraq, according to a preliminary study released this  week by the U.N. Environmental Program.

      Galbraith's job has shifted from helping protect soldiers from nuclear, biological and chemical warfare to

      addressing potential environmental or industrial threats, in addition to looking for chemical or biological

      weapons.

      The owner of the looted warehouse spoke no English, but understood the warning, pointing at his own nose

      and torso, then yelled at the crowd to leave.

      The Iraqis didn't listen, and the crowd grew with curious passersby. Boys continued to ride bikes through the  pesticide and play in it.

      The soldiers left to get backup security assistance and a team to wash the area with a high-powered bleach

      and fill it with sand later in the day.

      "The owners are smart enough to know not to go in there. The others do not," said Maj. Paul Haldeman, 42, of Rodman, N.Y., at one of the division's tactical operations centers in Mosul. "People will get sick."

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Independent (London) 

April 25, 2003, Friday 

The aftermath: returning Gulf troops face tests for cancer, mod confirms 

      BYLINE: DAVID BROWN Hoon: Had said depleted uranium was not a risk 

      BODY: 

      SOLDIERS RETURNING from Iraq are being offered tests for the level of depleted uranium in their bodies to  assess the risks of kidney damage and lung cancer. 

      The Ministry of Defence confirmed last night that the urine tests are being made available after the Royal

      Society, Britain's foremost scientific body, warned that soldiers and civilians could have been exposed to

      dangerous levels. 

      The warning challenges assurances by the Defence Secretary Geoff Hoon before the start of the conflict

      that depleted uranium was not a risk to the health of allied forces. Last night a Ministry of Defence

      spokesman said: "All personnel who take part in operations involving depleted uranium will be offered a urine  test for exposure. 

      "The risks from depleted uranium are far lower than other hazards arising from military operations. The

      effects are very limited to the areas of impact." 

      About 45,000 British servicemen and women have been involved in the Gulf conflict, of which about 26,000 have been land forces. 

      The Ministry of Defence said that it would publish the test results and would release details of where

      depleted uranium weapons had been used. 

      Depleted uranium is standard in a number of anti-tank weapons and bunker- busting bombs which were used extensively throughout the war. Military experts have estimated that up to 2,000 tonnes may have been      used. 

      Fragments of the armour-piercing munitions litter the valleys and neighbourhoods between the Tigris and

      Euphrates rivers, which is the area where most of Iraq's 24 million people live. 

      The United Nations Environment Programme yesterday warned that there was likely to be a high risk of

      inhaling depleted uranium dust with large doses of potentially dangerous radiation within 150 metres of

      buildings hit by US and British missiles and other weapons. 

      The Royal Society said it is vital to know how much depleted uranium was used in the conflict so that an

      effective clean-up and monitoring programme of both soldiers and civilians can begin. 

      Professor Brian Spratt, chair of the society's working group on depleted uranium, said: "Fragments of

      depleted uranium penetrators are potentially hazardous, and a recent Royal Society study recommended

      that they should be removed, and areas of contamination around impact sites identified, and where

      necessary made safe. 

      "Impact sites in residential areas should be a particular priority. Long- term monitoring of water and milk to  detect any increase in uranium levels should also be introduced in Iraq." 

      Some veterans of the first war against Iraq have blamed the mysterious symptoms of Gulf War Syndrome on exposure to depleted uranium. 

      The Royal Society's recent study on the health hazards of depleted uranium found that most soldiers and

      civilians are unlikely to be exposed to dangerous levels during and after its use on the battlefield. 

      But it concluded that some soldiers might suffer kidney damage and an increased risk of lung cancer if they

      breathe in substantial amounts. 

      The study also concluded that soil around impact sites of depleted uranium could be heavily contaminated,

      and may be harmful if swallowed. 

      In addition, large numbers of depleted uranium penetrators embedded in the ground might pose a long-term

      threat to civilians if the uranium leaches into water supplies. 

      "It is only by measuring the levels of depleted uranium in the urine of soldiers that we can understand the

      intakes that occur on the battlefield," said Mr Spratt.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

G8 urges tighter tanker controls 

     Environment ministers from the Group of Eight (G8) economic powers have

     called for tougher controls on oil tankers after the disaster off Europe's

     Atlantic coast in November. 

     The sinking of the Prestige "demonstrated that the existing rules on tanker

     safety and pollution prevention need to be further improved", a statement said

     at the end of the ministers' three-day meeting in Paris. 

     The talks were moved from the French provincial town of Angers to the capital

     on security grounds as environmental protesters gathered there. 

     Correspondents note that the talks skirted differences between Europe and

     the United States on climate change, omitting any reference to the Kyoto

     Protocol - the United Nations' pact on global warming - in its closing statement. 

     The Prestige went down off the Spanish province of Galicia with a cargo of

     77,000 tons of oil, which is still leaking into the Atlantic, polluting the shoreline

     as far away as south-western France. 

     Ministers backed calls for the International Maritime Organisation (IMO) to

     require the tanker industry to set up additional funds to compensate victims of

     oil spillages and settle claims for environmental damage. 

     They also urged IMO member states "to work towards... accelerating the

     phasing out" of old-fashioned, single-hulled tankers which are seen as a major

     pollution hazard. 

     Modern, double-hulled tankers are much safer but they are more expensive. 

     Without referring to Kyoto by name, the statement made an unspecified pledge

     to "reduce greenhouse gas emissions" to help achieve "the ultimate objective"

     of its parent treaty, the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change. 

     Oil-dependent America rejects Kyoto mainly on grounds of economic cost whilst

     Russia has been delaying its ratification. 

     Iraq appeal 

     In another development, the head of the UN Environment Programme urged

     the G8 to support sending a fact-finding mission to Iraq in order to assess its

     environmental problems after years of mismanagement and war. 

     The country is suffering from water stress, air pollution from burning oil wells

     and oil-filled trenches, collapsing water and sanitation systems and mounting

     piles of rubbish and medical waste. 

     "These are very severe environment problems," Klaus Toepfer later told a news

     conference. 

     The G8 comprises Britain, Canada, France, Germany, Ireland, Japan and the

     United States along with Russia, whose membership is seen as owing more to

     political than economic reasons. 

     China has been invited to attend a G8 summit in June, again in France, which is

     expected to concentrate on development issues. 

     About 3,000 anti-globalisation and green protesters rallied in Angers on

     Saturday against G8 policies. The event passed off peacefully. _________________________________________________________________________________________

TASS 

April 26, 2003, Saturday 

G-8 ministers informally discuss environmental situation in Iraq 

      BYLINE: By Yury Ulyanovsky 

      DATELINE: PARIS, April 26 

      BODY: 

      The G-8 environment ministers have familiarized themselves with the report on consequences of the war in

      Iraq at the meeting, which is currently holding in Paris, French Minister for Ecology and Sustainable

      Development Madame Roselyne Bachelot told a news conference. She chairs the meeting, which is being

      held in the context of the preparation for the G-8 summit in Eviane. "The agenda of the gathering does not

      envisage the discussion of this issue," noted the minister. But Executive Director of the United Nations

      Environment Programme (UNITEP) Klaus Topfer presented a detailed report on this matter, which was

      being considered informally. 

      The report marks the seriousness of the environmental situation in Iraq as a result of the war and insists on

      the urgent dispatch of environmental experts to Iraq within the framework of the U.N. humanitarian aid. _________________________________________________________________________________________ Agence France Presse 

April 25, 2003 Friday 

 Green problems off the menu at G8 environment meet 

Group of Eight environment ministers on Friday began a three-day meeting designed to rub balm on the

      world's bruised body politic after the Iraqi crisis yet offered almost nothing new on tackling green problems. 

      Sources said the meeting in Paris had been gutted of potential controversy to help get international

      diplomacy back on track after the Iraq war set three of the G8 -- France, Germany and Russia -- against

      their partners Britain and the United States. 

      A draft final communique, due to be released on Sunday, would stand by the outcome of the 2002 Earth

      Summit in Johannesburg, which made ringing but fudge-filled commitments on hauling poor countries out of  poverty, poor sanitation and lack of access to clean water. But references to the UN's Kyoto Protocol on

      climate change -- the issue that triggered a huge row two years ago between the European Union (EU) and

      the United States -- have been bleached out. 

      And efforts by Germany for the meeting to push for tighter regulations on oil-tanker safety and liability, after  two decrepit single-hulled tankers foundered on France's Atlantic coast in just three years, were nixed by      Japan, the sources said. 

      Green activists met the ministers or their stand-ins on Friday and anti-globalisation protestors were to stage

      a "counter forum" on Saturday in the French provincial town of Angers. 

      France is current chair of the G8 and is keen to repair ties with the United States that were frayed by the

      war. 

      Earlier this week, sources close to the meeting said both the US and French delegations would include

      diplomats who could hold informal bilateral talks on the future of Iraq. 

      French Ecology Minister Roselyne Bachelot said in a press briefing on Friday, "Iraq is not the agenda of this meeting, but it may of course be brought up in informal meetings." 

      She added, without comment, that the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) had "notified" the ministers

      of its new report on Iraq's environment crisis. 

      The report, released in Geneva on Thursday, said pollution, sewage-tainted water and mounting piles of

      rubbish and medical waste were posing growing health problems for the Iraqi public. 

      And it also challenged the United States to identify sites where depleted uranium shells had been fired and

      to advise civilians on avoiding exposure to those munitions. 

      Russia was challenged by the environment group Greenpeace at Friday's meeting to set a date for ratifying

      the Kyoto Protocol. 

      Approval by the Russian parliament would turn the global warming pact into an international treaty under its complex ratification rules. 

      However, the Russian representative at the meeting, junior minister Irina Ossokina, did not deviate from

      Russian President Vladimir Putin's position. 

      "She reaffirmed (Russia's) commitment to ratifying Kotyo (but) without giving a specific deadline," Bachelot  said. 

      The G8 comprises Britain, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Russia and the United States, plus the

      European Commission. 

      The meeting had initially been scheduled to take place in Angers but was shifted to Paris for security

      reasons, a decision made at the height of the war. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ Asia Pulse

April 25, 2003 Friday

Deforestation still major problem in Philippines: report

      DATELINE: CEBU CITY, April 25

      BODY:

      Deforestation is still a major problem in the Philippines and Southeast Asia, creating more poverty impacts.

         This concern was raised in a recent report by the Cebu-based Philippine Environmental Journalists Inc.

      (PEJI) which cited the fact that encroachment into forest areas resulted in massive denudation that has

      worsened soil erosion, caused flooding of the lowlands, loss of livelihood of people relying on the forest for their livelihood.    In the 1970s when the environmental movement was launched at the Stockholm

      Conference, much forest cover not only in the Philippines and Southeast Asia but also the world had already  been removed.    Major direct causes cited by PEJI based on a report from the Regional Office of the United  Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) in Bangkok include expansion of agricultural land,      overharvesting of industrial wood, fuelwood and other forest products and overgrazing.    Underlying drivers

      also cited were poverty, population growth, market and trade in forest products, as well as macroeconomic

      policies.    Forests are also damaged by natural factors such as insect pests, diseases, fire and extreme

      climatic events, the report said.    The UNEP report referred to by PEJI noted that the net loss in global

      forest area during the 1990s was about 84 million hectares (equivalent to 2.4 percent of total forests).

         This was the combined effect of a deforestation rate of 14.6 million hectares annually and a rate of

      reforestation of 5.2 million hectares annually., the report said.    It said deforestation of tropical forests is

      almost one percent annually.    In the 1990s, it said almost 70 percent of deforested areas were changed to

      agricultural land, predominantly under permanent rather than shifting systems.    A recent study using

      globally comprehensive and consistent satellite data estimated that the extent of the world's remaining

      closed natural forests (where crown cover is more than 40 percent) in 1995 was 2,820 million hectares,

      about 21.4 percent of the land area of the world.    The UNEP, the report said, has recognized that forests

      are the largest most complex and self-perpetuating of all ecosystems.    It emphasized the need for sound

      land and forest use policies, ongoing monitoring of the state of the world's forests and the introduction of

      forest management planning.    In the Philippines, the report said the government has been working to

      protect the remaining forest areas, about 18 percent of the country's 30 million hectare land area, through

      reforestation programs and making dwellers forest custodians.    A logging ban was also imposed by the

      government, the report added.    (PNA)

_________________________________________________________________________________________The Age (Melbourne)

April 26, 2003 More Than A Dream

Breeze Robertson experiences the intimate connection Aborigines have to Australia.

      In my swag by the campfire I don't sleep easily. At first the stars are too distracting, then the night is filled

      with vivid, symbolic dreams. I hear Uncle Ron moving around the camp early in the morning, stoking up the

      fire and rolling up his swag. It's still dark when he decides the night is over. 

      "Good morning," he says. "Time to get up." He underscores the point with a loud dose of country music. It's

      a local tune, bouncy and slightly off-key, but you have to hand it to the songwriter who got "That's the

      Adnyamanthahna way" into the chorus. Uncle Ron's favourite song strains from the car speakers, but his

      enthusiasm gets us out of bed as he struts around the camp, a sprightly 60-year-old.

      As an elder of the Nepabunna community in the north Flinders Ranges of South Australia, Ron Coulthard is

      known locally as Uncle Ron. On a whim he invited me on a camping trip with three environmental activists

      and two of his grandchildren, Helen and Tabby. Going bush with an elder is an honour and a chance to learn

      about an often hidden culture.

      Once we have rolled up our swags and helped ourselves to tea, Uncle Ron announces that he heard

      footsteps coming up the creekbed during the night. "It's the spirit of the Flinders, nothing to worry about,"

      he says casually. "The Flinders is still dreaming."

      It's not a statement so much as a headline. With five words Uncle Ron has contradicted everything I

      thought I knew about the Dreaming. My understanding of creation fables that describe an incredibly complex

      system of relationships and rules of behaviour between people and the land is being put to the test.

      I try to be tactful. Knowledge is not shared with any old whitefella and I don't expect to understand the

      oldest belief system on the planet in two days. Uncle Ron has spent his life in these hills, working as a ranch

      hand, reading the land and remembering the stories.

      Uncle Ron is evasive. "You said you were dreaming last night. Well that's the Dreaming." I decide to push my

      luck. "So the land dreams like people dream?" He nods. The conversation is over.

      I arrived in Nepabunna by chance two nights earlier, found some people making tile mosaics in the arts

      centre and was welcomed into the Aboriginal community with "camp anywhere you want". Nepabunna has no

      shop and no pub and that's the way the people like it.

      A former Lutheran mission, the community was pushed back from the more spectacular parts of the north

      Flinders Ranges until land title was granted. Nepabunna employs white administrators but Adnyamanthahna

      people make the decisions. Their land, called Nantawarrina, is the world's first Indigenous Protected Area,

      honoured by the United Nations Environment Program in 1990.

      Uncle Ron wants us to know about the contemporary contradictions of Nepabunna. We stop for breakfast at

      Mainwater Spring in the top corner of the Gammon Ranges National Park and when all the kangaroo from

      Uncle Ron's esky has been cooked and devoured he sits us down, quite formally, for a talk.

      One of the last Adnyamanthahna with fluent language skills and knowledge of the stories that underpin the

      culture, Uncle Ron was taught in the oral tradition. His teachers held him by the ears to ensure he paid

      attention. He is proud of his heritage and he is also proud of his daughter, who went to school and became

      a nurse.

      Uncle Ron was born on the land - this is significant to him - and he was one of the last men around here to

      be initiated. He wonders to whom he will give his wisdom now. The Nepabunna kids aren't generally

      interested in indigenous matters. They want a hot shower after one night in the bush. The adults are caught

      up in running the community.

      Another change is the uranium mines that have opened in the area. The three other visitors on this camping

      trip, Bea, Tara and Paul, first came to Nepabunna two years ago at the invitation of the elders to protest

      against Beverly Mine. They were concerned about acid, which is pumped into the ground to extract uranium,

      seeping into the Great Artesian Basin, an underground reservoir that sustains a huge portion of the

      Australian outback with water millions of years old. The mine is using up a lot of that water, Bea said. Leaks

      and spills pose a major threat.

      In Iga Warta, another community a few kilometres down the road, they have taken a different approach to

      sustaining the culture, by building a successful business venture around it. With an excellent range of

      cultural walks on offer, kangaroo dinners and stories around the campfire, Iga Warta is lauded as a model of

      Aboriginal tourism. Visitors sleep in permanent tents, learn to find bush tucker and listen to the stories of the

      Dreaming, while paying respect to sites of cultural significance.

      The land Uncle Ron took us through was inspiring. Fold after fold of colour co-ordinated rock ridges tapering

      down to dry creek beds where majestic river red gum trees reside. This northern part of the Flinders Range,

      Gammon Ranges National Park, is still largely unexplored and inaccessible, an arid region for only the most

      experienced walkers.

      Uncle Ron pointed out a rare yellow-footed rock wallaby, numerous kangaroos, an ochre deposit, rock

      carvings - the details of his land.

      We stood looking at the circles and symbols deeply etched onto boulders. Uncle Ron didn't know what the

      carvings mean. This time he wasn't holding back. The knowledge had been lost.

      Uncle Ron is a frustrated man, but he doesn't stay sad for long. When he gets out bush he sees hope.

      Maybe he sees the Dreaming.

      Fast facts

      Getting there: There are sealed roads north from Adelaide to Wilpena Pound. From there, roads further into

      the Flinders Ranges are gravel.

      Staying there: Nepabunna community has rooms available (BYO bedding).

      Call (08) 8648 3730 or 8648 3764. Bush camping is available at Gammon Ranges National Park. Call (08) 8648

      4829.

      Iga Warta community caters to visitors and can be contacted on (08) 8648 3737; www.igawarta.mtx.net
_________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Cheap coffee 'threatens wildlife' 

     Demand for coffee in the West is threatening to destroy already endangered

     wildlife, according to new research. 

     Conservation experts say overproduction of cheap robusta coffee beans -

     commonly used in instant coffee - may be contributing to the loss of tigers,

     elephants, orangutans and rhinos in Sumatra. 

     A study by the New York-based Wildlife Conservation Society says that large

     areas of Indonesian lowland forest are being cut down to make way for coffee

     plantations. 

     Land cleared for coffee production increased by 28% in Lampung province in

     Sumatra, the heart of Indonesia's robusta growing region, between 1996 and

     2001. 

     Some 70% of Lampung's coffee production occurs inside and adjacent to Bukit

     Barisan Selatan National Park - one of the few remaining strongholds of

     Sumatran tigers, elephants and rhinoceros. 

     Populations of these animals are now declining due to the loss of their forest

     home. 

     Dr Tim O'Brien, who headed the research published in the journal Science, said:

     "If we do not act soon, our next cup of Java may have the bitter taste of

     extinction." 

     International deals 

     He said deforestation rates within the Bukit Barisan Selatan park were directly

     related to the price of coffee paid to farmers. 

     This was in turn influenced by coffee supply and demand worldwide. 

             If you compare coffee cultivation with other economic activities, such as mining or even rearing livestock, coffee is pretty eco-friendly  Pablo Dubois  International Coffee Organisation 

     Between 1962 and 1989 coffee production was regulated by the International Coffee

     Organisation (ICO) with strong support from the United States. 

     But in 1989, the US left the ICO and the international agreements expired. 

     Throughout the 1990s coffee production accelerated - especially in Indonesia and Vietnam -

     while prices plummeted, creating a coffee crisis. 

     Meanwhile Western consumption and demand for coffee continued. 

     Coffee was the second leading export product from developing countries after oil, and the US

     the biggest importer. 

     Per capita coffee consumption in the US averaged 4.2kg in 2001. 

     In the same year, Britain imported 10,000 tons of coffee from Indonesia - mainly the cheap

     robusta variety. 

     Despite recent low prices, Indonesia has announced plans to expand robusta coffee

     production in Lampung as part of its rural development programme. 

     But Dr O'Brien and his wife and co-researcher Dr Margaret Kinnaird warned: "Plans to expand

     Lampung's coffee production will almost certainly target forest inside the national park and

     result in increased threats to large mammals." 

     They are calling for a return to regulation, with the US re-joining the ICO, adding that higher

     yields of quality coffee would allow a reduction in acreage while boosting prices. 

     The quality arabica coffee is best grown in the shade and can be grown among indigenous

     shrubs and trees. 

     Eco-friendly 

     The beans fall to the ground making harvest more difficult than that of robusta beans, which

     ripen and remain on the branch. 

     But robusta is usually grown in full sunshine and areas are cleared to make room for the coffee

     plants. 

     Dr Kinnaird said large mammals, such as the Sumatran tiger, rhinoceros and elephant avoided

     forest boundaries. 

     "This means they are disproportionately affected by deforestation because their available safe

     habitat... is dwindling faster than the rate of forest clearance." 

     Pablo Dubois, head of operations at the ICO, which is based in London, said: "I think this is a

     fair assessment in respect of conditions in Indonesia in that area, but should not be

     generalised internationally, because conditions vary very much from place to place. 

     "If you compare coffee cultivation with other economic activities, such as mining or even

     rearing livestock, coffee is pretty eco-friendly. 

     "In many habitats coffee will co-exist with a quite considerable degree of original biodiversity." ________________________________________________________________________________

REUTERS

WHO demands bigger effort to wipe out  malaria
  LONDON - The world must do more to fight malaria in Africa, where a child dies of the disease every 30 seconds, the World Health  Organisation said last week. 

  In a report published to coincide with Africa Malaria Day, the WHO and the U.N. children's fund UNICEF said the death toll from the disease, considered as entirely controllable, was "outrageously high". 

  Unlike Aids, which requires a disciplined regiment of drugs, Malaria treatment is relatively cheap and accessible. 

  "Malaria continues to tighten its grip on Africa. By scaling up our efforts we can reverse this trend," WHO chief Gro Harlem Brundtland said. 

  She said the Roll Back Malaria (RBM) Initiative has made considerable progress since it was launched in 1998. "But we need to increase  efforts to combat a devastating disease." 

  The report said malaria killed 3,000 African children a day, or more than two a minute, and threatened 20 percent of the world's people. It  said insecticide-treated mosquito nets were effective at prevention but not widely available, and that reliable drugs were likewise rare and  expensive. 

  In a speech delivered in Nairobi to launch the report, RBM Executive Secretary Fatoumata Nafo-Traore said the prevention and treatment  of malaria in women and children was crucial. 

  "The real tragedy facing us today is that malaria is a well known disease that is not only curable - it is entirely preventable," she said. 

  Dr Jane Crawley, from the WHO Malaria department, told a London conference that the disease wiped $12 billion a year off African GDP  because it severely affected people's ability to look after themselves and their families. 

  "But it could be effectively treated for a fraction of that amount," she said. 

  FOUR STRATEGIES The report identifies four key intervention techniques as crucial - the wider use of nets, protection of pregnant  women through preventative drugs, increased use of new-generation drugs and pre-empting epidemics through the use of predictive data  from at-risk regions such as weather reports. 

  Parasitic resistance to commonly used drugs, such as chloroquine was identified as a major problem. 

  The use of new drug cocktails containing derivatives of the plant-based drug artemisinin, which cures quickly and completely without  signs of resistance, was being hampered by price. 

  Artemisinin derivatives are not yet readily available and each course cost between $1 and $3 compared with 10-15 cents for alternatives  such as chloroquine. But wider use would promote increased manufacture and inevitably bring the price down, the RBM said. 

  The report found that the use of treated nets offered substantial protection against malaria, reducing transmission by as much as 60  percent and the overall death rate among young children by 20 percent. 

  But at present, fewer than five percent of African children were sleeping under them - and fewer than 15 percent slept under any kind of  net at all. (Additional reporting by Sinead O'Hanlon). 

________________________________________________________________ __________________
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UNEP/UN in the news

Destruction rates of Kenya's forests now dropping - UN Report 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - The level of destruction of Mount Kenya's forests, the source of the country's major rivers, has dropped substantially since 1999, a UN report on changes in the state of conservation of the country's forests reveals. The report, launched late last week in Nairobi, is based on assessments carried out by the Kenya Wildlife Service (KWS), with the support of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP).  According to the report, the logging of indigenous trees has also decreased substantially between 1999 and 2002. In 1999, for example, the number of camphor trees logged was 1,525. In 2002 this dropped to 55, a drop of 96 percent. Charcoal production has also been reduced significantly from 547 charcoal kilns in 1999 to 205 in 2002 and marijuana cultivation has decreased from 31 hectares in 1999 to 5.8 hectares in 2002. Meanwhile, a survey of the Aberdare Mountains, west of Mount Kenya has pinpointed a huge number of illegal charcoal kilns which are being fed and fuelled by the highland forests upon which local people depend for medicine and water supplies. The aerial survey, conducted in early 2003, spotted over 14,000 illegal kilns, located mainly in the south and west of the Aberdares, "some the size of a small factory." The survey therefore recommended the need for improved conservation and enforcement in the Aberdares as well as the lessening of chronic dependency of Kenya on wood as an energy source.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng050923&dte=27/04/2003
G8 Ministers enlightened on NEPAD's environment constituent 

Paris, France (PANA) - Senegalese Environment and Public Hygiene Minister Modou Diagne Fada enlightened his counterparts at the G8 countries meeting Saturday in Paris sustainable development constituent of NEPAD (the New Partnership for Africa's Development). The development blueprint insists on the change of production and consumption modes in a bid to preserve the environment, Diagne explained to environment officials at the meeting. He emphasized Africa's pressing need in terms of financing and investments in the water, energy, and technological research for a greater command of these "landmark issues regarding the living standards of the populations in Africa". The promotion of the public/private partners, the involvement of the civil society, a greater role of women in the management of environmental resources are the other main tenets of NEPAD's sustainable development policy, Diagne explained.  He urged the rich countries to back Africa in the implementation of its anti-desertification policies, a greater support that should materialize beginning 2004, a year dedicated to the fight against desertification by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP). According to UNEP, Africa accounts for two-thirds of the 2 billion hectares stricken by desert worldwide. 

http://www.panapress.com/RubIndexlat.asp?code=eng002
South African minister chair sustainable development session 

Cape Town, South Africa (PANA) - South Africa's Environmental Affairs and Tourism Minister Mohammed Valli Moosa will chair the 11th session of the UN Commission on Sustainable Development in New York, a follow-up to the Johannesburg World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD). The commission is the central United Nations body charged with co-ordinating sustainable development globally, and it will work out the agenda for implementation of the Johannesburg agreements in the next decade. "A new commission is needed for a new decade in sustainable development with a fresh implementation plan," said Moosa, who left for New York Friday. Earlier this year Moosa was elected as chair of the Commission, whose session takes place at the UN headquarters from 28 April to 9 May 2003?

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng050841&dte=26/04/2003
Global Greens want UN headquarters moved from US  

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Delegates to the Global Green Movement summit here on Friday condemned the US occupation of Iraq and urged the UN to move its headquarters from New York to a country, which would respect the body's rules and recommendations. The delegates, in a statement issued after a three-day conference in Nairobi, demanded adequate compensation for the Iraqi people by the occupying powers.   The Greens called for the immediate replacement of US forces by a UN peace-monitoring force and the setting-up of a transitional government to operate under a UN mandate. Such a transitional government, they said, must focus on democratic elections as its primary task, apart from restoring the country's full economic sovereignty, control and transparent use of its natural resources. They said the war had greatly undermined the authority of the UN and international law, adding that the occupation forces had failed to comply with articles in the Geneva Convention requiring the protection of civilians in time of war. They urged the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) to hasten investigations into the long-term impacts of the war on the country's environment.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng050711&dte=25/04/2003
_________________________________________________________________________________________

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

Bahrain
The World Health Day

H.E. Sheikh Abdurrahman Bin Saqer assured that they were  successful in the selection of the celebration slogan that concentrate on the  bringing up children in a healthy environment. The selection was according to experts in human, health and environmental  sciences who were alerted regarding the effects of wars and disasters in the life of children and human being.

http://www.akhbar-alkhaleej.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=57273&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=9165
UAE
Panel to study 100 green projects

The National Committee for Strategic Environment and Sustainable Development held its first meeting in Dubai yesterday under the chairmanship of Hamad Abdul Rahman Al Midfa, Minister of Health and Chairman of the Federal Environment Agency (FEA). 

The committee, Mr Midfa said, would study some 100 projects pertaining to different environmental issues, as determined in the first phase of National Environment Strategy, and prepare a comprehensive implementation programme, in line with the instructions from the ministry.

http://66.234.3.46/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2003/april/theuae_april519.xml

Clean-up drive in wildlife sanctuary
A clean-up campaign at the Ras Al Khor Wildlife Sanctuary in Dubai, dubbed 'Together to Protect Wildlife at Ras Al Khor', was organised on April 22 to mark International Earth Day. 

The event has achieved good results and has been welcomed by government and private organisations.

The campaign, aimed to promote environment-friendliness, was sponsored by Dubai Municipality and supported by various private sector organisations.

Activities were organised to enhance environmental awareness and wildlife preservation in such sanctuaries. Over 50 staff from the municipality, Chilis restaurant, Coca-Cola and Travco Travel company, the sponsors of the event, took part in the drive.

http://66.234.3.46/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2003/april/theuae_april500.xml

Smoking zones at malls

The Public Health Department of Dubai Municipality has confirmed that, following its meetings with officials of the Environment Department on issues pertaining to public health, a circular was recently sent to many shopping malls in Dubai on designating specific areas for smokers.

http://66.234.3.46/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2003/april/theuae_april478.xml
Iraq
Water plant set up by RCS in Basra goes operational

A water purification station set up in Basra on the orders of the President, His Highness Shaikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, went operational yesterday. 

The plant, which will provide 250,000 gallons a day of drinking water to approximately two million residents of Basra, was completed in 36 hours under the project, titled Shaikh Zayed Project No. 1.

Another water pump, under Shaikh Zayed Project No. 2, will be installed in Umm Qasar. Three more such projects will be implemented in other areas.

The Basra facility will provide water to hospitals and residential areas of Basra. The project was implemented by the UAE Red Crescent Society (RCS). "It is one of many projects ordered by Shaikh Zayed to alleviate the suffering of the Iraqi people," said Salim Ali Al Ghafli, chairman of the RCS charity campaign in support of the Iraqi people.

The UAE is the first country to provide such a facility to people of Basra, he said. Mr Al Ghafli said that other relief projects were being implemented in southern Iraq, notably in Basra, Al Faw, Ammara and Nassiriyah.

http://66.234.3.46/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2003/april/theuae_april529.xml

UNDP experts start work to restore Iraq power system
Staff engineers and other UNDP technical experts have begun working in Iraq to assess the status of electric power supplies in the north and to prepare for the emergency dredging of the port of Umm Qasr, an essential requirement for the delivery of large-scale humanitarian aid to the war-torn country, according to a Press communique from UNDP's office in Abu Dhabi. 

In Iraqi town of Erbil, four UNDP specialists in electric power network re-entered the country on Thursday as part of a broader UN inter-agency mission led by the Office of the Humanitarian Coordinator for Iraq.

The UNDP international team met UNDP's Iraqi staff professionals in the north, who have maintained the region's electric power throughout the conflict by carrying out basic maintenance and emergency repairs to power lines, generation plants and other key facilities.

http://66.234.3.46/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2003/april/theuae_april520.xml
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F R I D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
UN agencies call for urgent increase in funds to fight malaria

*
Viet Nam could become first country to contain SARS – UN health agency

*
Iraq: UN opens new food corridor, pledges aid to re-open schools

*
UN rights forum asks parties to Iraq conflict to follow humanitarian law
*
Security Council must not lose sight of need for solution to Liberian conflict – Annan 

*
Annan asks for 1-year extension of UN mission in Timor-Leste

*
Timor-Leste admitted to UN economic and social commission for Asia-Pacific

*
UN envoy gets first-hand look at volatile western Côte d’Ivoire 

*
Drought, hunger forcing thousands to flee southern Madagascar – UN agency
*
Parties to anti-nuclear weapons treaty to meet under shadow of terrorist concern 

*
UN expert committee against torture to open first 2003 session

*
UN forum’s annual meeting aims to map way forward on sustainable development

* * * * 

Malaria

25 April – Noting that the death toll from malaria remains “outrageously high,” killing more than 3,000 African children every day, two leading United Nations agencies challenged the global community today to urgently increase funds to provide new effective treatment to those most at risk.

“Malaria kills an African child every 30 seconds, and remains one of the most important threats to the health of pregnant women and their newborns,” said Carol Bellamy, Executive Director of the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), which together with the World Health Organization (WHO) produced the Africa Malaria Report.

“We have the knowledge and the potential to achieve our target of reducing the global burden of malaria by half by 2010, but we need much greater investment and political commitment,” she added.

The report, officially launched in Nairobi by President Mwai Kibaki of Kenya in commemoration of Africa Malaria Day, notes that an estimated 20 per cent of the world’s population – mostly those living in the poorest countries – is at risk of contracting malaria, which causes more than 300 million acute illnesses and kills at least one million people every year. Ninety per cent of the deaths occur in Africa south of the Sahara, with most of the victims children under the age of five.

“The Roll Back Malaria (RBM) Initiative has made considerable progress since it was launched in 1998, but we need to increase efforts to combat a devastating disease which is holding back the development of many African countries,” WHO Director-General Gro Harlem Brundtland said in reference to the plan launched with the objective of halving the global burden of malaria by 2010.

“Malaria continues to tighten its grip on Africa,” she added. “By scaling up our efforts, we can reverse this trend.”

The report stresses that new effective anti-malarial drugs are not yet accessible to the majority of those in need and only a small proportion of children at risk are protected by highly effective insecticide-treated nets (ITNs).

It recommends increasing global investment to support programmes to control malaria in endemic countries; according higher priority to malaria on the health agenda of endemic countries; encouraging greater private sector involvement in the national supply and distribution of quality antimalarial drugs and insecticide treated nets (ITNs); and ensuring availability of the new generation of highly effective antimalarial combination drug treatments to populations at risk.

It also notes that proper use of ITNs, combined with prompt treatment at community levels, can reduce transmission by as much as 60 per cent and the overall young child death rate by at least one fifth. In Tanzania, a three-year community pilot project has seen the proportion of infants sleeping under ITNs rise from 10 to 50 per cent and the child death rate fall by more than a quarter. Similarly, a community programme in Zambia achieved net coverage of more than 60 per cent of individuals at risk.

Since the launch of RBM, international spending on malaria has more than trebled to a current figure of $200 million a year. Comprehensive strategic plans to tackle malaria have been developed in more than 30 endemic African countries and significant additional resources secured to implement these plans from the new Global Fund to fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria.

RBM is a global partnership including malaria endemic countries, bilateral and multilateral donors, the private sector, and non-governmental organizations, and has succeeded in raising global awareness of malaria, generating increased resources and achieving consensus on the tools and priority interventions required to control the disease.

* * * 

SARS

25 April - No new cases of Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) have been detected in Viet Nam for 17 days and if this continues until April 30, the country where the deadly new disease was first identified could also become the first to contain the outbreak, the United Nations health agency reported today.

The World Health Organization (WHO) said 30 April marks the end of two incubation periods and Viet Nam could thus become the first country taken off the list of those affected by SARS, which as of today has infected 4,649 people, 274 of whom have died, in 26 countries.

WHO country staff attribute Viet Nam’s success to the quick initial reaction to the outbreak, including the commitment of the Vietnamese Government.

Viet Nam was the second country to suffer a SARS outbreak after China, where an outbreak began in Guangdong Province in mid-November of last year. But the ailment was first identified by Carlo Urbani, a WHO infectious disease specialist, who alerted the world when cases of an unusual and severe respiratory illness began appearing among health staff treating a Chinese-American businessman at the French Hospital in Hanoi.

The patient’s recent travel history had included trips to Guangdong. By 20 March, at least 22 staff at the Hanoi hospital were ill with influenza-like symptoms and 20 had signs of pneumonia, two of them in serious condition. The businessman died in Hong Kong on 13 March and Dr. Urbani died in Thailand on 29 March.

“After Carlo identified the disease, we were able to influence the hospital to take the right infection control measures very quickly,” Pascale Brudon, WHO representative in Viet Nam, said. “The first priority was to contain the disease and monitor each case.” 

Also today WHO urged caution in the use of diagnostic tests as test development and validation are expected to take at least another two weeks. Currently available tests are very specific but lack sensitivity, meaning negative results cannot be relied on as proof that a patient is not infected with the virus, the agency said.

In the meantime, it is extremely important for national authorities to realize the tests may give a false sense of security that can allow persons carrying the SARS virus, and therefore capable of infecting others, to escape detection, WHO added. It strongly advised authorities to continue to use present clinical and epidemiological case definitions based on symptoms, and not to rely on the results of diagnostic tests. All suspect and probable SARS cases should be placed in isolation and managed according to strict procedures of infection control, it warned.

* * *

Iraq: humanitarian

25 April – United Nations relief agencies opened a fourth food corridor into Iraq today while pledging help for re-opening schools and shifting focus from contingency preparations for a refugee exodus out of the country to the eventual repatriation of up to 500,000 people.

The UN World Food Programme (WFP) said 54 trucks with 2,700 tons of wheat flour started crossing the Syrian border at the Yaroubia border post, with 11 of them already over and on their way to Mosul, where they are expected later today.

“This is the first aid convoy from Syria since the war broke out in Iraq last month,” Mohamed El-Kouhene, WFP Representative in Syria, said in Damascus. “WFP is grateful for the support it has received from the Syrian Government, which granted a number of facilities for the smooth export of locally-produced food commodities to Iraq.” 

Food corridors are already operating from Turkey, Iran and Jordan. WFP said its efforts to bring in aid were gaining momentum just in time. Although to date the agency had not received reports of extreme food shortages, it expected the most vulnerable Iraqis to exhaust their reserves by early May. About 60 per cent of the population – some 16 million people – depend on monthly food handouts that have been distributed under the Oil-for-Food programme for the past seven years.

Calling for Iraqi children to be allowed to resume their schooling without delay, the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) today pledged emergency education supplies for children and teachers, emergency repairs to water points and toilets, and sports kits.

“Yes, the challenges are huge,” UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy said in a statement issued in Paris and Geneva. “But it’s 9 a.m. in Iraq, and the children are going back to school. Iraq is getting back to business. We need to support this impulse.”

Praising “the innate wisdom” of Iraqi parents and educators pushing for the prompt resumption of classes throughout the country, she added: “I cannot emphasize too strongly the importance of re-establishing and strengthening schooling at the earliest possible date.

“Schools have a vital role in the recovery effort, not only because of their educational function, but as centres around which communities can begin to heal themselves, while serving as entry points for interventions like health education, psychosocial support and nutritional assistance,” she added.

For its part, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said it was shifting its primary focus from contingency preparations for a possible refugee influx into neighbouring states to laying the groundwork for the eventual return of up to 500,000 of the 900,000 long-term Iraqi refugees now in the immediate region and beyond.

“So when the political climate is right and we see an environment that’s conducive to voluntary return – and I should emphasize that we’re a long way from that right now – UNHCR wants to be ready,” spokesman Ron Redmond said in Geneva. 

But he also warned that UNHCR still had to be prepared for any possible outflow because of continuing insecurity and religious and ethnic tensions and was therefore maintaining for the time being its current levels of readiness in neighbouring countries. 

The budget for preliminary repatriation and reintegration was $118 million over eight months, he added.

* * *

Commission on Human Rights

25 April – Wrapping up its annual session today, the main United Nations human rights forum adopted a resolution on the situation in Iraq asking all parties to the current conflict to abide strictly by their obligations under international humanitarian law.

Earlier Friday, on the final morning of its 2003 session, the Geneva-based Commission on Human Rights also adopted measures on the situations in Haiti and Colombia as well as lengthy resolutions on the state of affairs in Afghanistan, Somalia, Cambodia and Sierra Leone.

The Commission also approved brief measures on providing technical assistance and advisory services to Chad and appointed an independent expert in Liberia for an initial period of three years to facilitate cooperation between the Government and the Office of the High Commissioner.

Through its resolution on Iraq, the Commission called on the international community to address the major humanitarian needs of the people, and called on it to assist in the development of free and democratic institutions in the country. The 53-member body also extended for one year the mandate of its Special Rapporteur on the human rights situation in Iraq.

Under the Chairperson's statement on Haiti, the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights was asked to expand its activities in that country by setting up an office. Expressing the deep concern of Chairperson Najat Al-Hajjaji of Liberia at the deteriorating humanitarian situation in Haiti, the statement urged the Government to continue to step up its efforts to combat impunity for human rights violations, to strengthen the rule of law, and to ensure the independence of the judiciary and to protect political leaders, journalists, trade union activists and human rights defenders.

The statement on Colombia, meanwhile, noted the Government’s effort to increase human rights training, but expressed concern at continued reports of human rights abuses attributed to the armed and security forces. The Commission also firmly condemned all acts of terrorism and other criminal acts, the recruitment of a large number of children by illegal armed groups, the practice of kidnapping and all threats, attacks and assassinations by paramilitary or other illegal armed groups against persons who carried out peaceful political activities.

The resolution on Afghanistan noted with concern reports of violence perpetrated by Afghan elements against certain ethnic groups, internally displaced persons and refugees who had returned, as well as cases of arbitrary arrest and detention and attacks against women and girls. It also requested Secretary-General Kofi Annan to appoint an independent expert to aid and advise the country’s Transitional Authority on human rights matters.

By the text on assistance to Somalia, the Commission expressed deep concern at reported cases of rape, arbitrary and summary executions, torture and violence, in particular against women and children, and at the absence of an effective judicial system. It also condemned ongoing widespread violations and abuses of human rights and humanitarian law, and called on all States not to interfere in the internal affairs of Somalia. The Commission extended the mandate of the independent expert on the situation of human rights in Somalia for a further year.

The text on the situation of human rights in Cambodia cited progress made in a number of human rights matters but noted with concern continued problems related to the rule of law and the functioning of the judiciary.

* * *

Liberia

25 April – Amid reports of brazen mercenary activities, political finger pointing and failing social services, the security situation has deteriorated so badly in Liberia that it is virtually impossible to reach desperate refugees and internally displaced persons, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan says in a report out today.

The Secretary-General’s report, issued to the Security Council ahead of its meeting on Liberia on Monday, draws on the recent mission to the region by the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), and the observations of the UN Office in Liberia and the UN Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL), among others.

“Whatever decision the Council may take in response to the present report,” Mr. Annan writes, “it must not lose sight of the urgent need to find an early solution to the conflict in Liberia, whose deleterious effect is fast spreading throughout an already troubled sub-region.”

Voicing serious concern, the Secretary-General says that Liberia’s dire and volatile security situation has made it extremely difficult to reach internally displaced persons and third-country refugees who have fallen victim to abductions, conscriptions and various gross violations of human rights.

Among other observations, ECOWAS reports that its mediation and verification mission dispatched to Liberia in early April had been told by sources on the ground that some 60 per cent of the territory was now under rebel control. That mission confirmed the grave situation of refugees and noted that there was now no safe have for internally displaced persons who were constantly under attack by rebel groups and government security agents. 

Amid a “fragile” political climate, characterized by threats to government opponents and widespread human rights abuses, ECOWAS says sanctions were being blamed for everything and used as a pretext for the government to not meet its responsibilities to the people. ECOWAS recommends that an international force should be brought in to maintain peace and security, particularly in light of the impending presidential and legislative elections, Mr. Annan says.  

While stressing the urgent need for a solution, the Secretary-General, for his part, notes that there is a “glimmer of hope for the search for peace.” He says he is encouraged by the decision of the Security Council to visit Liberia and its neighbours next month.

He urges that every effort be made to persuade Liberia and the rebel movement Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD) to listen to the pleas of the Liberian people, renounce violence and give peace a chance.

* * *

Timor-Leste

25 April – Secretary-General Kofi Annan has appealed to the Security Council to extend for another year the mandate of the United Nations mission in Timor-Leste, where he says the security environment continues to deteriorate.

In his latest report to the Council released today, Mr. Annan notes that the worsening security situation is the most striking development in East Timor since his previous report of 6 November 2002. The current document describes the activities of the UN Mission of Support in East Timor (UNMISET) since then.

“Much has been achieved in the year that has elapsed since the establishment of UNMISET within an independent Democratic Republic of Timor-Leste,” Mr. Annan states. “Building upon the foundations laid during the United Nations Transitional Administration in East Timor, the Timorese public administration and police force are assuming increasing levels of responsibility, with growing confidence.”

Earlier this month, the Council unanimously adopted a resolution enhancing UNMISET’s capability to address civil disturbances and improve the ability of the police to respond to emerging needs. The decision also endorsed a more decelerated downsizing of the peacekeeping force that had been foreseen when it was established in May 2002.

Mr. Annan appeals to the Council, “to once more demonstrate its commitment to completing the tasks that have been advanced so far in Timor-Leste by extending the mandate of UNMISET for a further year.”

Much remains to be done and the support of the international community will be crucial to enable Timor-Leste to successfully confront the serious political, practical and security challenges that lie ahead, the Secretary-General stresses.

* * *

Timor-Leste

25 April – Timor-Leste was admitted today to the regional arm of the United Nations responsible for promoting economic and social development through cooperation and integration in Asia and the Pacific.

The UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) in Bangkok concluded the first phase of its 59th annual session by unanimously admitting Timor-Leste as a full member, bringing its total membership to 62, including nine associate members.

Delegates also considered programme changes of ESCAP for this year and plans for the following two years. “The new work programme uses a results-based framework with emphasis on the achievement of the desired outputs. We have sharpened the focus of the programme of work to achieve greater impact,” ESCAP Executive Secretary Kim Hak-Su said.

Other important issues addressed included a briefing on transit transport in multi-landlocked and transit developing countries ahead of a major August ministerial meeting in Kazakhstan. Delegates also agreed to closely observe the developments regarding the Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) that has affected the region more than any other part of the world.

* * *

Côte d’Ivoire

25 April - Continuing an eight-day mission to evaluate the current humanitarian conditions in Côte d’Ivoire, the United Nations envoy for the crisis today left Abidjan to visit the volatile western part of the country, where tens of thousands of internally displaced people are sheltered.

Since fighting broke out after the emergence of two new rebel groups in western Côte d’Ivoire late last November, access to populations in need of aid has been hampered. Carolyn McAskie, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s humanitarian envoy for the crisis headed to the towns of Man and Guiglo to get a first-hand look at the situation there. 

During her visit, Ms. McAskie expressed deep concern over reported civilian casualties due to fighting and helicopter attacks. Non-governmental organizations in the region have reported that at least 50 civilians claiming to be victims of attacks on 15 April were treated at the Hospital of Man, and at least eight died. Unaligned and uncontrolled armed groups in the west further jeopardize civilian safety. 

She also deplored the attack on and subsequent pillaging of the Burulli Ulcer Centre in Zouan-Hounien, close to the border with Liberia, where Catholic priests treated victims of a disfiguring skin disease. “Such indiscriminate targeting of civilians, and of medical facilities, is entirely unacceptable,” she said. “The protection of civilians is the over-riding concern.”

As sporadic violence and persistent reports of human rights abuses temper hopes that peace may finally be taking root in Côte d’Ivoire, humanitarian organizations say they are concerned that delivering food and other supplies could make them the targets of armed elements. 

Ms. McAskie will participate in the launch on Monday of the UN Consolidated Inter-Agency Appeal to meet basic humanitarian needs in Côte d’Ivoire and five neighbouring countries. This new appeal covers a longer term and is more comprehensive than the Flash Appeal issued last November. Humanitarian agencies received 41.5 per cent of the $22 million in funding required under that Appeal.

* * *

Madagascar

25 April – The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) has appealed to donors to boost their support for the agency’s relief efforts in Madagascar, where worsening drought and rising malnutrition rates have forced thousands of people to leave towns in the south to search for food, water and work.

“A dramatic crisis is unfolding in the south due to the worsening drought,” Bodo Henze, WFP Country Director for Madagascar, said yesterday. “About 80 percent of harvests have failed and most people have sold their livestock and even their cooking utensils to raise money to buy food, and in extreme cases, to migrate to other areas where survival is more certain.”

WFP has already been targeting 175,000 people affected by the drought in the south as part of a larger emergency appeal for Madagascar – one of the poorest 40 nations in the world, where the majority of the population survive on less than $1 per day – that was launched last November. However, the appeal has only been 52 per cent funded, forcing WFP to focus on only 55,000 of the most vulnerable people.

“We need a much better response from donors because clearly food needs do not go away if they are not addressed,” Mr. Henze said. “Furthermore, we need to get food moving now before more people are forced to leave their homes and before malnutrition rates start soaring in all districts and before we’re appealing for donors to fund a national emergency.”

The Government estimates some 600,000 people are now in urgent need of food assistance. An estimated 12,000 people have already moved from the district of Ambovombe and another 5,000 from the district of Tsihombe. In addition, an estimated 30 per cent of children in some areas are showing signs of moderate to severe malnutrition.

The drought has been exacerbated by lower-than-expected rainfall during the planting season. As a result, WFP now estimates it will need at least an additional 8,000 tons of food as traditional foods such as cactus fruit and reserves of cassava, manioc, sweet potato and maize have nearly all been consumed.

WFP’s November appeal included $8.1 million to buy 18,400 tons of food for 395,000 people affected by political crisis, cyclones Kesiny and Fari, as well as the 175,000 people that were affected by drought in the south at that time.

WFP has already sent 1,090 tons of pre-positioned food to the worst affected districts of the south. A further 4,463 tons, donated by the United States and European Union, are expected to arrive in the next few months. However, this will mean diverting funds from other parts of the emergency appeal to meet the needs of the south.

* * *

Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty

25 April – A preparatory committee to review the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) – the cornerstone of the global nuclear non-proliferation regime – begins a two-week meeting in Geneva on Monday under the shadow of concern over nuclear materials falling into the hands of criminals or terrorists. 

The Preparatory Committee (PrepCom) for the 2005 Review Conference of the NPT, which entered into force in 1970, is open to all States parties and is the second of three to be held prior to the conference, which is required every five years.

At the first PrepCom in 2002, further strengthening and reinforcing the non-proliferation regime was viewed as imperative to prevent the use of nuclear materials and technologies for criminal and terrorist purposes.  Enhancement of non-proliferation regimes covering all weapons of mass destruction, including efforts by the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), was seen as the most important integral part of combating terrorism. 

The NPT was designed to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons and weapons technology, to further the goal of nuclear disarmament and general and complete disarmament, and to promote cooperation in the peaceful uses of nuclear energy. Each nuclear-weapon-State party undertakes not to transfer nuclear weapons to any recipient or assist or encourage any non-nuclear-weapon State to manufacture or otherwise acquire nuclear weapons.  Similarly, each non-nuclear-weapon-State party undertakes not to receive the transfer of nuclear weapons or manufacture or otherwise acquire them.

To further its goals, the treaty establishes a safeguards system under IAEA auspices, including inspections, and promotes cooperation in peaceful nuclear technology and equal access to this technology for all States parties, while safeguards prevent the diversion of fissile material for the development of weapons.

The Chairman of the second PrepCom is Ambassador László Molnár of Hungary and the meeting will address substantive and procedural issues related to the upcoming Review Conference.

* * *

Torture

25 April – The United Nations expert body charged with monitoring worldwide efforts to ensure adequate protection for all persons against torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, is set to open its thirtieth annual session in Geneva next week.

The Committee against Torture will open the first of its two regular annual sessions Monday at the Palais Wilson in Geneva, and through 16 May, is expected to review measures adopted by Cambodia, Azerbaijan, Iceland, Turkey, Slovenia, Belgium and the Republic of Moldova to prevent and punish acts of torture.

Representatives of the seven countries are expected to come before the Committee to defend their records in implementing the rights enshrined in the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment.

The Convention, adopted unanimously by the UN General Assembly in 1984, entered into force on 26 June 1987 and has since been ratified by 132 States.  Those parties are required to outlaw torture and are explicitly prohibited from using “higher orders” or “exceptional circumstances” as excuses for acts of torture. The Committee was established in 1987 to monitor compliance with the Convention and assist States parties in implementing its provisions.

The Convention introduced two significant new elements to the UN fight against torture. First, it specifies that alleged torturers may be tried in any State party or they may be extradited to face trial in the State party where their crimes were committed.  Second, it uniquely confers upon the Committee broad powers of examination and investigation of reliable reports of torture, including visits to the State party concerned, with its agreement, if reliable information is received which appears to contain well-founded indications that torture is being systematically practiced in the territory of a State party.

During the upcoming session, the Committee’s 10 independent Experts will study, in closed-door meetings, information appearing to contain well-founded indications that such acts are being practiced in a State party.  In addition, they will examine complaints from individuals claiming to be victims of a violation by a State party of the provisions of the Convention.

* * *

Sustainable development

25 April – The key United Nations forum bringing countries together to consider ways to integrate the three dimensions of sustainable development – economic growth, social development and environmental protection – is set to open its 2003 session next week at UN Headquarters in New York.

The eleventh session of the UN Commission on Sustainable Development will kick off Monday morning and is scheduled to run through 9 May. Marking its first formal meeting since the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) in Johannesburg, the Commission aims to focus on its own future work in translating into reality the commitments made at that landmark conference.

The 53-member Commission was established in 1993 by the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) to monitor progress in the implementation of “Agenda 21” – a blueprint for sustainable development agreed upon at the 1992 UN Conference for Environment and Development in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. The WSSD decided that the Commission should continue to be the UN’s high-level organ on sustainable development, and the Johannesburg Implementation Plan contains provisions on how that mandate might be carried forward.

During the Commission’s session, overall discussions will aim to provide sound political direction for the way forward – mapping out “who does what, when and how” – to realize the targets and goals agreed at Johannesburg. The WSSD outcome covered such issues as poverty eradication, changing unsustainable patterns of production and consumption, protecting and managing natural resources, health, and the special needs of small island developing States and Africa.

The session’s first three days will be devoted to a high-level segment, which will feature ministerial statements and include interactive ministerial round tables broadly highlighting priority actions and commitments to implement WSSD outcomes. The session will also include regional implementation forums, a multi-stakeholder dialogue, with presentations by major groups on the future Commission work programme, and an interactive discussion of the major groups’ proposals.

The Commission will also address the preparation for the 10-year review of the Programme of Action adopted at the Global Conference on the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States held in 1994 in Barbados.

* *** *

_________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Hua Jiang, Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

           Good Afternoon.

           **Noon Guest

           We will be joined this afternoon by Benon Sevan, the Executive Director of the Office of the Iraq Programme, who will brief you on the “oil-for-food” programme, and I have already put some fact sheets by the entrance.

           **Africa Malaria Report

           Today is Africa Malaria Day, and a report released by the World Health Organization (WHO) and the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) says that the death toll from malaria remains outrageously high, with more than 3,000 African children dying daily.  It also stresses that new effective anti-malarial drugs are not yet accessible to  those who need them, and that only a small proportion of children at risk of malaria are protected by highly effective insecticide treated nets.

           The Africa Malaria Report gives a continent-wide picture of the struggle against malaria and highlights the  urgent need to make effective anti-malarial treatment available to those most at risk.  WHO and UNICEF call for the international community to step up momentum by increasing investment to support programmes in countries where  malaria is endemic and for these countries to give higher priority to malaria on health agendas.  The report also says  that greater private sector involvement is needed in the supply and distribution of quality antimalarial drugs and insecticide treated nets.  It has been proven that the use of insecticide treated nets can reduce the transmission of malaria by as much as 60 per cent.  We have a press release with more details.

           **Iraq Humanitarian Notes

           There was no humanitarian briefing in Amman today, but we nevertheless have a few items for you.

           Iraqi children must be allowed to resume their schooling without delay, the Executive Director of UN Children’s  Fund, Carol Bellamy, said today.

           The UNICEF chief praised what she called “the innate wisdom” of Iraqi parents and educators who are pushing  for the prompt resumption of classes throughout Iraq.  They must be “supported, encouraged, lauded, and imitated” for the speed with which children have already begun to return to school throughout the country.

           In recent days, UNICEF has been approached by senior Ministry of Education administrators, teachers, and parents who are anxious to open schools in Baghdad immediately.  UNICEF will support the return of Iraqi children to school with emergency education supplies for children and teachers, emergency repairs to water points and toilets, and sports kits.  Psycho-social programmes for children will be grounded in a classroom context.

           In Geneva, the Office of the High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said it was now shifting its primary  focus from contingency preparations for a possible influx of Iraqi refugees into neighbouring States to laying the  groundwork for the eventual return of hundreds of thousands of Iraqi refugees who have been living in exile for a decade or more.  As part of its planning process, UNHCR has developed a preliminary plan for the repatriation and reintegration of up to 500,000 Iraqi refugees, out of an estimated 900,000 living in the immediate region and beyond.  The return of Iraqis from abroad will be among the major challenges in post conflict Iraq.  More information on these two items is available upstairs.

           **Security Council

           There are no Security Council meetings or consultations scheduled for today.

           On Monday, the Security Council has scheduled consultations on Liberia in the morning and a public meeting on Timor-Leste in the afternoon.

           **Liberia

           The Secretary-General’s report to the Security Council on Liberia, which will be discussed Monday, is out on the racks today.

           In it, the Secretary-General notes that the security situation has deteriorated so badly that it has become

     extremely difficult to reach internally displaced persons and third country refugees who have fallen victim to abductions, conscriptions and various gross violations of human rights.

           He says, “Whatever decision the Council may take in response to the present report, it must not lose sight of  the urgent need to find an early solution to the conflict in Liberia, whose deleterious effect is fast spreading throughout an already troubled subregion”.

           The Secretary-General notes that there is a “glimmer of hope for the search for peace” and says he is

     encouraged by the decision of the Security Council to visit Liberia and its neighbours next month.  He urges that every  effort be made to persuade Liberia and the rebel movement Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD)  to listen to the pleas of the Liberian people, renounce violence and give peace a chance.

           **Timor Report

           The Secretary-General’s report to the Security Council on the UN Mission of Support in East Timor

     (UNMISET) is out on the racks today.

           He notes that since his last report dated 6 November, 2002, the most striking development was the change in the security environment, with a disturbing number of security-related incidents in recent months.  “The search for a  solution”, he said, “to these immediate problems should, however, be viewed in the context of the long-term process of establishing a viable independent State”. 

           He also appeals to the Council “to once more demonstrate its commitment to completing the tasks that have been advanced so far in Timor-Leste by extending the mandate of UNMISET for a further year”.

           Also on Timor-Leste, today the UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific unanimously decided to admit Timor-Leste as a full member bringing its membership to 62, comprising 53 members and nine associate members.  We have a press release upstairs.

           **Greece

           We also have available upstairs a statement on the meeting between Greece and the former Yugoslav

     Republic of Macedonia under the Secretary-General’s auspices.

           **Côte d’Ivoire -- Humanitarian

           Carolyn McAskie, the Secretary-General’s Humanitarian Envoy for the Crisis in Côte d’Ivoire, left Abidjan to  visit the towns of Man and Guiglo in the western part of that country to assess the impact of cross-border conflict on affected populations.  The western part of Côte d’Ivoire is hosting tens of thousands of internally displaced persons.

           Since the emergence of two new rebel groups in western Côte d’Ivoire in late November 2002, and subsequent  fighting there, access to populations in need of humanitarian aid has been hampered.  Humanitarian organizations are also concerned that delivering food and other supplies to those in need could turn them into targets of armed elements.

           **Madagascar -- Drought

           The World Food Programme says thousands of people are leaving the drought stricken southern part of

     Madagascar in search of food, water and work.  About  80 per cent of the harvests have failed and people are resorting to selling livestock and cooking utensils to buy food. The Government estimates  600,000 people are in need of food assistance and WFP has already targeted175,000 of them as part of the emergency appeal that was launched last November.  Because of the shortfall in  funding, the agency has only been able to assist 55,000 of the most vulnerable people.

           WFP is calling for a better response from donors in order to get food to the people in need now, before more are forced to leave their homes and before malnutrition rates rise.  We have a press release with more details.

           **Ethiopia -- Drought

           The World Food Programme, in an update on an appeal launched last week for $205 million, says that the  number of people affected by the drought and in urgent need of food aid in Ethiopia had reached 12.6 million, up from 11 million.

           **Chief Executives Board

           The spring meeting of the UN system’s Chief Executives Board, representing the executive heads of all UN agencies and programs, began today in Paris.

           In place of the Secretary-General, who we informed you yesterday had decided to cut short his trip to Europe  and who is now back in New York, Juan Somavia, the Director-General of the International Labour Organization, will chair the meeting.  Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette traveled to Paris on Wednesday to attend the meeting, but, contrary to what we told you yesterday, she will not chair it.

           **Chernobyl

           Tomorrow will mark the 17th anniversary of the accident at the Chernobyl power plant in the former Soviet  Union, and the Secretary-General wants to mark the occasion to make a special plea to the international community to remember the victims of Chernobyl, who have suffered long-term consequences to their health and welfare.  We will put out a statement tomorrow commemorating the Chernobyl accident, and advance copies of that statement are available upstairs.

           **World Chronicle television programme

           And World Chronicle no. 895 with Eveline Herfkens, the UN’s Executive Coordinator for the Millennium Development Goals, will be shown today at 3:30 p.m. on in-house television channel 3 or 31.

           **Week Ahead at United Nations

           And we have the Week Ahead for you to pick up in the office.  Any questions before Mr. Sevan joins us?

           Questions and Answers

           Question:   Is the Secretary-General coming in today or not until Monday?

           Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General:      We were told that he wouldn’t come in today -- unless he  changes his mind sometime this afternoon. 

           All right, Mr. Sevan would you like to join us up here?

                                              * *** *





UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "Mission" ��Agence France Presse -  UN environment chief hopes for fact-finding mission to Iraq�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Iraq" ��Reuters - Iraq needs urgent environment clean-up,  UN says�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Crisis" ��Tehran Times - Environmental Crisis Worsening in Iraq, Threatens Health: UN Agency�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Assessment" ��VOA - UN Urges Quick Assessment, Clean-Up of Iraqi Environment�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Cleanup" ��The Associated Press - Chemical officers help with environmental cleanup of Iraq�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Cancer" ��The Independent - The aftermath: returning Gulf troops face tests for cancer, mod confirms�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Tanker" ��BBC - G8 urges tighter tanker controls�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Ministers" ��TASS  - G-8 ministers informally discuss environmental situation in Iraq� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Problems" ��Agence France Presse  -  Green problems off the menu at G8 environment meet� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Deforestation" ��Asia Pulse - Deforestation still major problem in Philippines: report� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Dream" ��The Age (Melbourne) - More Than A Dream�
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