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First tropical ozone monitoring station set up in Kenya 

      NAIROBI, Feb. 27 (Xinhua) --A high-tech monitoring station was officially opened here Thursday to detect  ozone and other gas concentrations emitted from the east African region. 

      The Nairobi Validation Station, the first of its kind in tropical Africa and installed within the grounds of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), is part of a global network to monitor the repair of the ozone layer, and pollution from events such as emissions from motor vehicles, forest fires and charcoal burning. 

      The research is being coordinated by Professor John Burrows of the University of Bremen in Germany who is cooperating with other groups and researchers including UNEP's Ozone Secretariat based in Nairobi and  Kenyan meteorologists. "The tropics is a massive reactor in producing ozone because of the strong sunlight,"    Burrow told Xinhua, adding that emissions from motor vehicles and vegetations in the area are easily turned into ozone under the strong ultraviolet ray. 

      Ozone acts as a shield of the earth preventing damaging level of solar radiation when it is in the upper

      atmosphere, known as stratosphere. However, if high amount of ozone concentrates in the lower

      atmosphere, known as the troposphere, it will pose a threat to human health. 

      Scientists have found that ozone can cause respiratory diseases or even heart-attacks, but they are unsure

      as to how much of this pollution makes it way into the stratosphere and how much remains closer to the

      ground. 

      Burrow said that among the reasons why the station is built in Nairobi is that the city has the potential to

      become a mega city in the future, with much more pollutants expected. 

      "Currently, two-thirds of the ozone produced in the area results from human activities, and it is hard for

      ozone on the ground to penetrate the troposphere and enter stratosphere, " he said. 

      When high amount of ozone remains close to the ground, it will form smog, which can prove fatal not only to  local people but also to people hundreds of miles away, as the smog can move with the wind, he noted.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Boston Globe

Protection for a poison 

 By 0, 2/27/2003 

 IN THE PAST 12 years, most users of the ozone-destroying pesticide methyl bromide have

 managed to find alternatives to it. They have had to. Under terms of the Montreal Protocol to

 protect the stratosphere's ozone layer, the pesticide is supposed to be phased out and finally

 banned by 2005. 

 But 54 users of methyl bromide want to be exempted from the ban, with some actually seeking

 permission to increase applications. The Bush administration has gone to bat for the 54, putting the

 cultivation of pistachios and golf courses ahead of the risk that increased ozone damage will leave

 humans more vulnerable to skin cancer. The UN's Ozone Secretariat, which rules on such requests,

 should reject most if not all on the list. 

 The Montreal Protocol, long considered the model for international environmental agreements,

 allows for exemptions. But they are supposed to be for ''critical'' or ''essential'' applications. One

 example is use of chlorofluorocarbons in asthma inhalers. Another is the use of methyl chloroform

 to clean the O-rings on the space shuttle's booster rockets. Those are legitimate exemptions.

 Auburn University's plan to use 542,408 pounds of methyl bromide to protect tree seedlings is not. 

 Under the protocol, nations have reduced their use of the pesticide - a fumigant used to sterilize soil

 or protect stored foods - to 50 percent of their 1991 base level by the end of 2002 and 30 percent

 by the end of this year. If all the exemptions were granted, use by the United States, which

 consumes more of it than any other country, would jump to 39 percent of the 1991 level. Other

 countries are seeking exemptions, but somehow, growers and golf course superintendents outside

 the United States have generally found alternatives. 

 ''This attack on the ozone layer will put more people at risk of cancer,'' said David Doniger,

 director of the Natural Resources Defense Council's Climate Center. ''It also punishes the

 responsible growers who have invested time and money into adopting safer alternatives.'' He said

 one alternative to methyl bromide is to cover soil with black plastic, relying on the sun's heat to kill

 organisms. He also noted that methyl bromide is toxic to human beings, causing several deaths

 every year. 

 Officials are concerned that the go-it-alone stance of the United States on other issues could cause

 the Ozone Secretariat to deny justified requests for exemptions. Some of the 54 aggrieved users

 might have valid cases, but a glance at the list of fruit and nut growers seeking exemptions reveals

 none as crucial as asthma inhalers or O-ring cleaners. Once again, the Bush administration is

 favoring special interests over the public good.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Tierramerica

ENVIRONMENT-MEXICO: GULF ISLAND PROJECT AIMED AT ECO-TOURISM

      BYLINE: By Pilar Franco - Tierramerica*

            Espiritu Santo Island, in the southern Gulf of California, is now in the hands of the Mexican government as a  result of environmental organizations seeking to protect its unique ecosystem and attract eco-tourism.

      The 36 former owners of 9,500 hectares on the mostly uninhabited island were bought out with funds from

      private donors, paving the way for the project.

      Espiritu Santo is the largest of a group of 900 islands and islets, declared a natural protected area in 1978

      and which the late French oceanographer Jacques Cousteau referred to as "the world's aquarium".

      The extensive complex of islands was recognized as a biosphere reserve in 1995. According to official

      figures, the area holds more than a thousand flora and fauna species, 64 of which are afforded some level of

      official protection. 

      The archipelago is home to 11 species that are not found anywhere else. Some 300 sea lions make up a

      colony there.

      These traits "make it Espiritu Santo's natural vocation to become a center of attraction for travelers coming

      from all of the world who are concerned about protecting the environment," Rodolfo Ogarrio, director of the

      Mexican Foundation for Environmental Education (FMEA), told Tierramerica.

      The conservation group and other Mexican and U.S. organizations collected a fund of $ 2 million with the

      two-pronged objective of enjoying and protecting Espiritu Santo, he said.

      The plan to preserve nature in its almost untouched state is aimed at adding Mexico to the list of countries

      that have successfully developed infrastructure and organization for eco-tourism, said Ogarrio.

      He mentioned Argentina and its southern Patagonia region, Ecuador's Galapagos Islands, the northwestern

      U.S. state of Alaska and its vast unexplored areas, and particularly Costa Rica, where eco-tourism has been

      established as a vital part of the economy.

      Environmental tourism in Costa Rica is the economic sector reporting most rapid growth -- 10 to 30 percent

      annually -- and is the principal source of revenues.

      In Mexico's Espiritu Santo archipelago live marine mammals, reptiles and birds. The conservation of its unique

      ecosystem means dealing with the changes caused by the introduction of other species, such as rats, goats

      and cats, as well as the problems caused by intensive fishing activity.

      In 1997, the small landowners built eight cabins on the island within the legal framework of community

      property, known as the "ejido", in that area. The construction prompted the environmental groups to create

      the fund to transfer the 36 privately owned parcels into the hands of the Mexican state.

      After five years of negotiations with the former landowners, private donors for the first time contributed in

      order to buy the vulnerable natural area under state protection.

      President Vicente Fox led a ceremony Feb. 23 in which the 36 owners were awarded compensation for giving

      up their land.

      The project to reclaim and protect the island is in a phase to reinforce "management methods to ensure the

      respectful use of such fragile natural resources," said Ogarrio.

      The National Commission for Natural Protected Areas reports that just 20 percent of the land indicated for

      conservation in Mexico is in the hands of the state, making the commission's task difficult.

      Scientific and technical studies will serve as the base for regulations that establish the conditions for

      conducting tourism activities without creating undesired changes in Espiritu Santo's natural surroundings.

      The regulation and control of tourism will include an environmental code of ethics and practices, and the

      designation of tour routes that respect the archipelago's environment is already under way, said the FMEA

      director.

      The application of these instruments will maximize the potential of Espiritu Santo to become a global model

      for sustainable tourism, according to Ogarrio.

      For the past several years, tours have been conducted to show off the area's beauty and biological wealth.

      There are also areas for camping and diving, aimed at tourists staying at the nearby city of La Paz, capital

      of Baja California Sur state.

      Tourists in limited numbers are permitted to make the 30-kilometer trip from the Baja California coast to the

      main island of Espiritu Santo.

      Taking part in the conservation plans for one of the best-preserved ecosystems in the region are the local

      Conservation of Mexican Island Territories and the Sierra Madre Association, as well as the U.S.-based

      Nature Conservancy and Wildlife Foundation.

      (Pilar Franco is a Tierramerica contributor. An earlier version of this report was published by

      www.tierramerica.net on Feb. 24.)

      * Tierramerica is a specialized news service (www.tierramerica.net) produce d by IPS with the backing of

      the United Nations Development Program and the United Nations Environment Program._

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Oil tanker, cargo ship collide again in Baltic Sea
  HELSINKI - A tanker carrying 27,000 tonnes of crude oil collided with a dry cargo vessel yesterday in icy conditions in the Baltic Sea, the

  second such collision by the two ships this week, Finnish authorities said. 

  Neither the Maltese-registered 28,640 deadweight tonnage (DWT) handy tanker Yevgeniy Titov nor the 3,900 DWT Gibraltar-flagged

  cargo ship Bremer Saturn, carrying timber, suffered damages and no spills were reported. 

  The Finnish Maritime Administration said the vessels are currently stuck off the coast of Finland in the pack ice, which ice breakers are

  trying to clear. 

  "They collided again, but it's not serious," said Markku Mylly, responsible for ice breaking at the maritime authority. 

  The two vessels first collided on Monday with slight damage to the Bremer Saturn. 

  "There is still a lot of ice and ice pressure because the winds are pushing the ice together, so it's not good, it's difficult for ships in the

  Baltic Sea," he said. 

  Both vessels were ice classed and believed to be single hulled, Mylly said. 

  Finland is concerned about the icy sea conditions this winter, fearing an environmental disaster should an oil tanker not sufficiently

  protected against the thick ice suffer damanges and cause an oil spill. 

  Port authorities in Finland, Russia and Estonia are assisting vessels through the ice. 

  "We have enough ice breakers to assist ships to Finnish port but not more than that. Other countries have to help their vessels," Mylly

  said. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ABC

Great Barrier Reef revegetation program begins

     The Queensland Government says it is taking action to ensure farmers properly manage catchment areas flowing into the Great

     Barrier Reef.

     The Government has launched a four-year revegetation program designed to improve the health of wetlands in the Mackay,

     Burdekin and Douglas areas. 

     Last month, the Government released a report showing the reef was being poisoned by land run-off. 

     Today, Environment Minister Dean Wells told Parliament the catchment management scheme is a promising start in addressing

     the problem.

     "The revegetation works have commenced, the run-off from sugarcane will be reduced, as will stream bank erosion," he said.

     "The end result will be improved water quality, enhanced protection of habitat corridors and protection of the Great Barrier

     Reef."

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

Qatar
42 Ministries and Institutions Participated in an Environmental March

The Higher Council of Environment and Natural Reserves organized a massive environmental march on the occasion of the Qatar Environment Day 26 February. 42 Ministries, governmental institutions, companies and non-governmental institutions, and women societies participated in this activity. The activities will continue till 4 March 2003, even in schools.   
.

http://www.al-watan.com/data/20030226/index.asp?content=local4#2
http://www.al-sharq.com/xml/topics/article.xml?cu_no=1&item_no=56365&version=1&template_id=92&parent_id=4
Palestine
Israel launches war against Palestinian environment 2/20/2003  

Palestinian health and environmental experts are concerned with what they are calling a comprehensive environmental war that is being waged by occupation authorities parallel with the direct war against the people, which includes incursions, destruction, assassination and arrests.

Palestinians warn that occupation forces are implementing a systematic policy to destroy the Palestinian environment using various methods, including the use of poisonous gases, discharging sewage water into agricultural land close to Israeli settlements, and turning Palestinian land into toxic waste dumps.

Sewage water

Documents at Palestinian municipalities and local councils register continual violations by Israeli settlements, most notably the discharge of sewage water into adjacent Palestinian neighborhoods and farmland. 

 Settlers found another way to attack the Palestinian environment, spraying Palestinian trees and crops with destructive chemicals. In addition, occupation bulldozers occasionally destroy sewage pipes of the Alfe Menshe settlement near Qalqilya, according to a report by the Palestinian Human Rights Center, causing sewage water to rush into farmland south of the city. Similar conditions exist in other areas where Israeli settlements are located, which has resulted in the spreading of diseases such as typhoid and cholera (******ARE WE SURE???****). The real disaster, however, is the illegal burial of toxic and solid waste on Palestinian land.  

Burial of toxic waste

According to a report prepared by the Palestinian Ministry of Environment about the illegal burial of hazardous waste smuggled out of Israel, occupation forces began in 1987 to bury toxic waste from settlements on land belonging to the village of Azzoun near Qalqilya. The site has since become a dangerous source of pollution and specialists claim that certain cancerous diseases have spread quite noticeably since the burying of waste began. 

Reports estimate hazardous materials used by Israel, excluding fuel, at one million tons annually, concentrated mostly at the Haifa Port, Ramat Hofaf, Petah Tikva, and Ashdod. It should be mentioned that the latter three locations are all close to West Bank districts.

The ministry report mentioned several Israeli attempts to smuggle solid waste into Palestinian areas.  An amount of waste was once discovered buried on land belonging to a Palestinian farmer and was subsequently returned to Israel; unfortunately, however, a large part of it remained after seeping out of the barrels from rust holes. In another incident, the load of an 8,000-gallon fuel truck contaminated Palestinian agricultural land after a road accident near the village of Deir Sharaf. In addition, occupation authorities tried to bury 28 200-gallon barrels of hazardous waste on the Gaza shore.

Palestinian sources say that all the attempts and incidents happened before the Intifada and that occupation authorities are currently attempting to take advantage of the inability of Palestinian authorities to follow up on such matters in light of the incursions.

One of the forms of destruction befalling the Palestinian environment is that resulting from industrial waste in all its forms - solid, liquid and gaseous -, which poses a serious threat to man and beast and ruins agricultural soil. Israel has relocated some of its factories from inside the Green Line to settlements after Israeli residents took legal action against those responsible for establishing and maintaining industrial plants in their neighborhoods.

According to sources at the Palestinian Ministry of Environment, 40 out of 160 Israeli factories pose a real threat to the Palestinian people and environment. Among those factories is the Gishori factory for pesticides and fertilizers, which was relocated to a settlement near Tulkarem. The factory was targeted several times by Palestinian resistance fighters.

Despite the migration of many settlers, the factories continue to operate, including Gishori, which has been renovated three times, as if the Israelis are taking advantage of every second to destroy the Palestinian environment. During the Intifada, The Islamic National Committee discovered that occupation forces opened a new chemical factory at the Neve Dkalim settlement west of Khan Younis. 

Nuclear waste

Chemical industries are considered among the most dangerous in settlements, which are also home to manufacturers of plastics, batteries, spark plugs, and aluminum and leather tanneries. Chemical industries discharge chemical and acidic compounds that seep into the ground and pollute the air and soil, making the latter unfit for agriculture. In addition, the factories emit toxic byproducts, such as cadmium and chrome, which help destroy soil and underground water. Quarries and cement plants are no less dangerous that chemical industries when it comes to environmental pollution and the destruction of farmland; they, too, threaten the lives of humans, animals and trees. 

There is also the danger posed by Israeli factories erected near the borders, which pose a threat inasmuch as they sometimes experience explosions or leaks.

The warning concerning the danger of Israeli waste and the Zionist war on the environment has not been voiced by the Palestinians only; recent Egyptian reports have cautioned of the threat of waste buried close to the Egyptian border. Media reports have said that Ismaeel Al-Ramli, an Egyptian water expert working for the United Nations, reported that occupation authorities are dumping nuclear waste at Ein Judeirat and Al-Qusaima, both of which are close to the Egyptian border. Studies examining samples of subterranean water from the two sites have confirmed that Israel is dumping nuclear waste underground.   

http://www.jerusalem-times.net/article/news/details/detail.asp?id=2857
UN to help repair damage in Palestinian environment 2/20/2003  

According to United Nations’ sources, the Occupied Palestinian Territory (OPT) will receive UN support to repair damage to its environment caused by decades of Israeli occupation, which rendered the environmental infrastructure in the territories in urgent need to be reconstructed to avoid a predicted catastrophe. 

At the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) Council meeting held in Nairobi, Kenya, between February 3 and 7, environment ministers unanimously endorsed a report by the UN’s Post Conflict Assessment Unit on the deteriorating state of the OPT’s environment.

The Council agreed on a package of recommendations to help the Palestinian National Authority (PNA) improve its water supply, waste disposal system, degraded land and endangered habitats.

“Our main hope for the region is that the conflict can be resolved and the suffering brought to an end,” said Klaus Toepfer, UNEP’s Executive Director, adding that environment cooperation could act as a tool for the peace process, whilst solving urgent problems. 

Recommendations include reviving existing international environmental agreements, implementing water saving strategies, repairing cesspits to reduce groundwater contamination, building wastewater treatment plants, and making the Dead Sea a World Heritage Site.

The UN’s environment agency had said last week it was “gravely concerned” about the destruction of Palestinian environment, caused mainly by Israel’s military occupation of the Palestinian territory.

The UN agency concerns were presented in a report issued at the end of an international meeting, which called for giving the UNEP the green light to solve the environment problem in occupied territory.

According to a report by the UNEP, the environment in the West Bank and Gaza is in an “alarming” state, characterized by sewage pollution and misuse and waste of water resources, and worsened by the effects of the Israeli occupation and military assaults.

“Among other factors, the occupation, the policies of closure and curfew and incursions of the Israeli military have had significant negative environmental impacts,” the study said. 

The findings, it warned, “are alarming, and need to be addressed immediately.” 

The 121-page report also warned that the entire region is suffering from water scarcity and pointed to the fact that many aquifers are being run down faster than they are replenished by rainfall, with some reserves are being tainted by pollution.

In the West Bank and Gaza Strip for example, between 30 and 40 percent of water leaks away through the decrepit distribution network before it reaches consumers in the occupied Palestinian territory.

The sewerage system is similarly in a dire state. Seven treatment plants in the West Bank and Gaza are all old and either function poorly or not at all, leaving only one recently built plant, which was built in al-Bireh, near Ramallah, and is sufficient to meet the needs of a population of 50,000, it says.

The situation is so bad that the Palestinians have started to pump wastewater onto the fields as a form of irrigation, but most of it has not undergone any treatment, which poses “potentially serious risks” to health and groundwater supplies, the report warned.

Effluent is similarly discharged into the environment by illegal Israeli settlements built in the occupied territories, the report says. Israel maintains that most of the wastewater from the settlements is treated but has not come up with details to support this, it says.

The wastage and sewerage problem existed far before September 2000, the start of the second Palestinian uprising against Israeli occupation, but the Israeli army has destroyed millions of dollars in investments aimed at fixing it, the report says.

“Direct damage to water supply and sewerage infrastructure from actions of the Israeli military in the West Bank Governorates between March and May 2002 amounts to about seven million dollars,” it said, quoting from a group of donors called the Support Group, whose members include the European Commission, the World Bank and the UN Development Program (UNDP).

“This figure does not include recently reported substantial damage to local water supply facilities such as cisterns, roof tanks and springs,” the report pointed out.

Under the Oslo accords, the Israelis and Palestinians set up a Joint Environment Experts Committee, which met and cooperated well until the outbreak of the Intifada, it noted.

“Most formal environmental cooperation has effectively been suspended since that time, although the Joint water Committee continues to meet,” it said.

A study was carried out with full cooperation from the PNA and the Israeli government, said former Finnish Environment Minister Pekka Haavisto, who chaired a panel of eight experts, which drew up the document. 

Klaus Toepfer, UNEP’s Executive Director, said in his foreword to the study, “The unanimous decision of the Council was motivated by the alarming reports related to pollution of water, dumping of wastes, loss of natural vegetation and pollution of coastal waters in the region. I gave implementation of this decision high priority.”

Motivated by persistent, alarming reports of water and land scarcity, waste dumping and loss of natural vegetation in the Middle East, world leaders attending the seventh special session of UNEP’s governing council and global ministerial environment forum last February in Colombia, requested the agency to carry out a study aimed at identifying major areas of environmental damage that needed urgent attention.

“The Governing Council is gravely concerned over the continuing deterioration and destruction of the environment in the Occupied Palestinian Territories,” it added. 

Palestinian environmental problems include water scarcity, pollution of aquifers, rapid population growth, the burden on the environment from refugees, overgrazing, loss of forests and vegetation cover, and land degradation, experts say. 

The Seventh Special Session of the Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum in Cartagena, Colombia, held between 13-15 February 2002, adopted unanimously a decision concerning the environmental situation in the Occupied Palestinian Territories.

The Governing Council requested the United Nations Environment Programme to carry out a desk study as a first step in the implementation of this decision outlining the state of the environment in the Occupied Palestinian Territories and to identify major areas of environmental damage requiring urgent attention. Over 120 countries and 90 ministers participated in the Governing Council, including observers from the PNA and Israel.

In the introduction to the Desk Study, UNEP said: “The Middle East is a meeting point of many escalating environmental threats. This is particularly the case in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. Long-term environmental degradation has occurred over the decades spanning several conflicts. In an already densely populated area, there are additional problems of scarcity of water resources and land, rapid population growth, long-lasting refugee situation, climate change, desertification and land degradation. The years of conflict have presented huge challenges to the Palestinians efforts to manage in a sound manner the environment and natural resources.”

It outlined problems directly linked to the conflict and environmental deterioration that has occurred over the longer-term. “The conflict-related issues include land clearing, obstacles such as curfews and closures to the transport of waste, difficulties in obtaining spare parts for environmental facilities and collateral damage to environmental infrastructure caused by military action,” said the report.

“The longer-term environmental degradation is evident in the pollution of groundwater resources, the lack of proper waste management, shortcomings in environmental administration and legislation,” it added.

            The report recommended “intensified participation of the Palestinian Authority not only in all regional environmental cooperation, but also in all relevant Multinational Environmental Agreements (MEAs). The international community should do its utmost to give the Palestinian Authority full access to these processes. A first step would be to remove all administrative obstacles, thus ensuring the successful participation of Palestinians in these meetings

http://www.jerusalem-times.net/article/news/details/detail.asp?id=2854
Saudi Arabia
UAE
UAE anti-desertification drives bear fruit in Africa 

The UAE is pushing ahead a landmark initiative to finance a project involving planting large areas with date palm trees in five African countries under the anti-desertification programmes ordered by President His Highness Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan.

Another significant offer by the President involves the allocation of a plot of land to be used in the cultivation of various plants by farmers from the Arab and Islamic countries.

The two initiatives, a gift from the President to the United Nations, were discussed yesterday by the Federal Environment Agency (FEA), which also reviewed preparations for the May 4-8 ministerial conference of the UN Protocol on Fighting Desertification. 

http://www.gulf-news.com/Articles/news.asp?ArticleID=78683
__________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by

     Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General, and Richard Sydenham, Spokesman for the General Assembly

     President.

           Spokesman for Secretary-General

           Good afternoon, everyone.

           We’re joined today by the Under-Secretary-General for Disarmament Affairs, Jayantha Dhanapala, and he has

     with him the Director of the UN Mine Action Service, who is sitting in the third row there, Martin Barber, who will be

     joining us here at the table in a few minutes.  The fourth anniversary of the Ottawa Convention marks the first deadline

     for a large group of countries to destroy their stockpiles of anti-personnel mines.  And our guests are here to report on

     the progress these countries have made.  And we’ll be getting to them in just a minute.

           **Secretary-General in Cyprus

           This morning, the Secretary-General met with H.E. Glafcos Clerides, the Greek Cypriot leader, H.E. Rauf

     Denktash, the Turkish Cypriot leader, as well as H.E. Tassos Papadopoulos, the incoming Greek Cypriot leader, for 45

     minutes at the Office of his Special Adviser, Alvaro de Soto, in the UN Protected Area.

           This was the first face-to-face meeting held between Papadopoulos and Denktash in the context of talks.  The

     leaders agreed to suspend the meeting so that each side could hold its own consultations, and they agreed further to

     meet with the Secretary-General again tomorrow morning.

           The Secretary-General then conferred with his senior advisers before he departed to the Residence of the Chief

     of the UN Mission in Cyprus, where he met with Dimitris Christofias, the Leader of AKEL, the Progressive Party for

     Working People.

           Later on, the Chief of the UN Mission, Zbigniew Wlosowicz, hosted a luncheon on behalf of the

     Secretary-General, attended by 13 leaders of the island’s political parties.  When he said good-bye at the door to the

     guests, he was asked by a journalist whether he was hopeful about the outcome of the talks, and he told the reporter,

     “I see you are too young to be pessimistic.  Why not?”

           This evening, he will drop by an exhibition given by Greek and Turkish Cypriot artists, held at the hotel where

     he is staying.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council is holding consultations on Iraq today.  Council members have before them two

     documents:  a draft resolution by the

     United Kingdom, the United States and Spain; and a joint memorandum by France, Germany and the Russian

     Federation.

           **UNMOVIC  

           Our daily report from Baghdad on the weapons inspections tells us that the Mirage IV jets provided by France

     successfully carried out their first surveillance operation yesterday.

           Meanwhile inspection teams from the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) and

     the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) continued to visit a variety of sites.  One UNMOVIC team supervised

     the successful drilling of eight remaining artillery shells filled with mustard gas, as well as the detoxification of mustard

     gas taken from the shells.

           Another UNMOVIC team returned to the Al Aziziyah Airfield and Firing Range and observed further digging in

     search of R-400 aerial bombs and bomb fragments.  Iraq claims that these bombs were filled with biological agents

     and destroyed at this site in 1991.  Additional fragments of R-400 bombs were identified.

           Meanwhile the IAEA conducted a radiation survey in industrial areas west of Baghdad and you can get more

     information and details from a note that I have in my office.

           **North Korea

           Maurice Strong, the Secretary-General’s Personal Envoy for the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea

     (DPRK), has been in Seoul, South Korea, this week to attend the inauguration of the new President of the Republic of

     Korea,

     Roh Moo-hyun, with whom he met on Tuesday.

           He conveyed to the President warm congratulations on behalf of the Secretary-General and a letter in which

     the Secretary-General pledged to continue to do everything in his power to mobilize international support for the

     inter-Korean dialogue, reconciliation and cooperation.  He also would facilitate Korean and international efforts to keep

     the peninsula free of weapons of mass destruction and the risks of war. 

           The Personal Envoy reported on the mission that he is undertaking for this purpose on behalf of the

     Secretary-General, and the South Korean President expressed his support for this initiative.  Immediately prior to his

     visit to Seoul, Strong met in Tokyo with Japan’s Foreign Minister and other senior Japanese officials to discuss the

     same issues.  He will now proceed to Beijing and Moscow.

           **ICTY

           Saying that “no sentence can fully reflect the horror of what occurred or the terrible impact on thousands of

     victims” in Bosnia and Herzegovina, the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia today sentenced the

     former President of the Republika Srpska, Biljana Plavsic, to 11 years in prison.  As part of the Bosnian Serb

     leadership, Plavsic disregarded reports of widespread ethnic cleansing and publicly rationalized and justified it, the

     Tribunal said.

           The former Bosnian Serb President had pleaded guilty to one count of crimes against humanity, at a hearing

     last October, and the Prosecutor’s Office dismissed several other counts against her.  The Tribunal took her guilty

     plea, her voluntary surrender to the Tribunal, her age and her post-conflict conduct into account when determining her

     sentence.  We have a press release with more details upstairs.

           **Afghanistan

           Today’s briefing notes from the UN mission in Afghanistan show that UN missions to several areas in the

     northern part of the country have been suspended for the last two weeks due to factional skirmishes in the area.  The

     mission also reports suspensions in the south-eastern part of the country due to instability.

           **Press Releases

           A couple of press releases to highlight for you today.

           From Timor-Leste, we have news from the UN peacekeeping force that they have captured one man suspected

     of involvement in the recent attacks in Atabae in the Bobanaro District.  The man was held when Fijian troops

     conducting a search came across armed men trying to cross the Mota Loes River.  He was wounded during an

     exchange of fire and was taken to hospital under guard.

           The second press release is from the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), which welcomes the news

     that reduced fertility rates are helping to slow global population growth.  “World Population Prospects: the 2002

     Revision”, which was launched yesterday and on which you were briefed here, said about half of the difference in

     growth projections is due to lower expectations of future fertility rates.  The world population projection for 2050 is now

     8.9 billion, an increase of 2.6 billion, instead of the increase of 3 billion projected two years ago.

           **Budget

           Budget news:  Two more Member States have paid in full for this year for their regular budget contributions. 

     The Republic of Korea, with a cheque for $24 million approximately, and one from Tunisia for more than $405,000. 

     That makes 54 Member States paid in full.

           **Drill

           Now, we have been announcing to you that there is going to be a fire drill, an evacuation drill of the building

     today.  We can’t give you the exact time, it will happen sometime before 4:00, and we are using the drill to examine all

     our evacuation procedures.  We’re going to need your cooperation.  All staff, of course, are required to participate. 

     Those working in the southern side of the building, including most of you, would be expected to walk out of the building

     down First Avenue to 39th and 38th Streets.

           If you’re interested in covering the drill as journalists, you are invited to watch the proceedings from Ralph

     Bunche Park, right across the street.  You will hear the signal, then it’s time to jump.

           **Electrical Shutdown

           Other bad news:  There will be an electrical shutdown in the

     General Assembly building tomorrow (Friday) at 7:00 p.m. until 2:00 a.m. Saturday morning.  A handout with a list of

     those areas affected can be picked up from my office.  These include the 1st, 2nd and 3rd basements of the parking

     garage –- this means no power, lighting, air conditioning, heating or ventilation.  You may need a flashlight to find your

     car if you go home late on Friday night.

           That’s all I have for you.  Any questions?  Yes?

           **Questions and Answers

           Question:  There are some indications that some embassies have been closed in Baghdad.  Are there any

     current plans for withdrawing United Nations staff from Baghdad?

           Spokesman:  No, there is no change in our security procedures for Baghdad.  I don’t have the latest figures,

     but roughly half our people are still in Iraq.

           Question:  What was the outcome of the meeting the Secretary-General had with Denktash and his Greek

     counterpart?

           Spokesman:  We don’t have an outcome to announce.  And it wasn’t just with Mr. Denktash as I mentioned to

     you.  He met with the three leaders this morning.  They’re coming back tomorrow at 10:00 and we’ll see what happens

     then.  Yes, go ahead.

           Question:  Has the Secretary-General received a draft report from Dr. Blix?

           Spokesman:  Yes.  That report went to the 38th floor yesterday and left the 38th floor last night.  So, it’s now

     in translation.

           Question:  What is the 38th floor?

           Spokesman:  That’s the Secretary-General’s staff.  The Secretary-General is away.  The report was reviewed

     by his staff and was sent on to translation, where it is now.  The current expectation, I don’t know if it will hold up, but

     the current expectation is it would come out of translation and be distributed to Council members by fax some time on

     Sunday, and would come out here as a document on Monday.

           Okay, Richard is going to have a quick announcement and then we’ll go to Mr. Dhanapala and Mr. Barber.

           Spokesman for the General Assembly President

           Good afternoon.

           General Assembly President (Jan) Kavan will be arriving in Sydney this weekend at the start of an official visit

     to Australia and Japan over the next two weeks.  During his week-long visit to Australia, he will meet with Foreign

     Minister Alexander Downer and he will meet with United Nations officials at the United Nations Centre in Sydney.  He

     is also giving a number of keynote lectures, including at the University of New South Wales, on the role of the General

     Assembly in maintaining peace and security, and at the National Europe Centre of the Australian National University,

     on the role of the United Nations in promoting human rights.

           President Kavan will also participate in Melbourne in a round table on nationalism and internationalism. 

     President Kavan then travels to Tokyo for an official visit to Japan between 9 and 12 March, during which he will meet

     with Prime Minister Koizumi, Foreign Minister Kawaguchi and other officials.  He will participate in a symposium at the

     United Nations University (UNU) on conflicts in Africa and meet with Vice-Rector (Ramesh) Thakur of the UNU and

     representatives of other United Nations agencies.  He will also make a courtesy visit to Hiroshima and meet with

     officials of that city.

           I will make available texts of President Kavan’s addresses closer to delivery.

           Any questions?

                                              * *** *

___________________________________________________________________________________________
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T H U R S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Security Council holds ‘intense’ talks on next moves in Iraq, President says

*
UN weapons inspectors make first Mirage IV surveillance flight in Iraq

*
Annan meets with Greek and Turkish Cypriot leaders in bid to finalize deal

*
IAEA deplores alleged restart of nuclear facility in DPR of Korea

*
Envoy pledges UN’s continued support for reconciliation efforts in Korean peninsula

*
UN tribunal sentences former Bosnian Serb president to 11 years

*
Countries succeed in meeting UN treaty deadline for destroying landmines

*
Afghanistan: UN aid operations in north suspended due to insecurity 

*
UN captures suspect in deadly minibus attack in Timor-Leste

*
Annan re-appoints expert panel on illegal exploitation of resources in DR of Congo

*
Kenya joins global network tracking pollution to save ozone layer – UN

* * * * 

Iraq: Security Council

27 February – The United Nations Security Council held lengthy and intense talks today on its next moves to rid Iraq of weapons of mass destruction as it wrestled with two opposing plans.

“We had a very intense meeting of many hours because of very substantive discussions on the question of how to proceed with Iraq policy,” the President of the 15-member Council, Ambassador Gunter Pleuger of Germany, told reporters. He added that discussions would continue next week.

Council members met behind closed doors to discuss a draft resolution co-sponsored by Spain, the United Kingdom and United States. That text would have the 15-nation body decide that Iraq “has failed to take the final opportunity afforded to it in resolution 1441,” which was adopted unanimously last November acknowledging that Iraq “has been and remains in material breach” of its disarmament obligations and gave the country a last chance to comply.

A second proposal under discussion, also introduced on Monday, by France, Germany and the Russian Federation, notes that the conditions for using force against Iraq have not been fulfilled. While suspicions remain, no evidence has been given that Iraq still possesses weapons of mass destruction. The text also stresses that the Council must step up its efforts to give a “real chance to the peaceful settlement of the crisis.”

Speaking to reporters after the Council’s deliberations, Ambassador Jeremy Greenstock of the United Kingdom said resolution 1441 – which set up the present round of inspections in Iraq – demanded immediate, unconditional and active compliance. “But is that happening?” he said. “No, the inspectors have not reported on a single occasion.”

For his part, Ambassador Jean-Marc de La Sablière of France told reporters: “The discussion was very interesting and in my view showed very clearly that the majority of members think the time has not yet come to go to war.”

* * *

Iraq: inspections

27 February – United Nations weapons inspectors have carried out their first Mirage IV surveillance operation in Iraq, adding a second element to their air inspections that already include U-2 flights.

UN spokesman Hiro Ueki said in Baghdad that the flight took place yesterday.

In today’s operations, chemical teams from the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) destroyed more mustard-filled artillery shells at Al Muthana and inspected the Northern Refineries Company in Baiji, approximately 240 kilometres north of Baghdad.

A biological team inspected further digging at Al Aziziyah Airfield and Firing Range in search of R-400 aerial bombs and bomb fragments. Iraq says the bombs were filled with biological agents and destroyed at the site in 1991. Additional fragments of R-400 bombs were identified, Mr. Ueki said.

In Baghdad, a missile team inspected the David Bros Company, which supplies electronic equipment and mechanical components for missiles and is involved in research and development of remote piloted vehicle (RPV). A multidisciplinary team carried out aerial surveillance around two large sites west and southwest of Baghdad. “These sites correspond to the facilities which were involved in chemical and biological research and development in the past,” Mr. Ueki said.

Teams from the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) inspected the State Establishment for Electrical Industries (SEEI), a small motors and electrical appliances manufacturer in Baghdad, and performed a car-borne radiation survey in industrial areas about 90 kilometres west of Baghdad.

* * *

Cyprus

27 February – In a final push to reach an agreement that would enable a reunited Cyprus to join the European Union (EU) later this year, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today met with the Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot leaders for face-to-face talks on the issue.

Mr. Annan met with the Greek Cypriot leader, Glafcos Clerides, the Turkish Cypriot leader, Rauf Denktash, and the incoming Greek Cypriot leader, Tassos Papadopoulos, for 45 minutes. This was the first meeting held between Mr. Papadopoulos and Mr. Denktash in the context of the talks.

The meeting held at the office of Mr. Annan’s Special Adviser, Alvaro de Soto, was suspended to allow each side to hold its own consultations. All parties agreed to meet again with the Secretary-General tomorrow morning.

After the meeting, Mr. Annan conferred with his senior advisers before he departed for the residence of the chief of the UN mission in Cyprus, Zbigniew Wlosowicz, where he met with the leader of the Progressive Party for Working People (AKEL), Dimitris Christofias.

Later on, Mr. Wlosowicz, on Mr. Annan’s behalf, hosted a luncheon attended by 13 leaders of the island’s political parties. Mr. Annan was expected to drop by later at an exhibition given by Greek and Turkish Cypriot artists at the hotel where he is staying.

* * *

DPR of Korea

27 February – Reacting to news reports that the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) has restarted its nuclear reactor at Nyongbyong, the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) today deplored such moves and said restarting the “unsafeguarded” facility shows the country’s disregard for its treaty obligations.

“We are aware of press reports. We have observed through satellite imagery indications at the reactor; however, without the presence of inspectors, the IAEA is not in a position to verify whether the DPRK has restarted the reactor,” the Agency said in a statement released at its Vienna headquarters.

“However, if this is true, the IAEA deplores the operation of the DPRK’s nuclear facilities without the presence of safeguards inspectors,” the statement added. “Restarting this now unsafeguarded nuclear facility will further demonstrate the DPRK’s disregard for its nuclear non-proliferation obligations.”

The Agency also said its 35-member Board of Governors has confirmed that Pyongyang’s safeguards agreement with the IAEA remains “binding and in force.”

* * * 

Korean peninsula

27 February – A top United Nations envoy is headed to China and the Russian Federation after wrapping up a visit this week to the Republic of Korea (ROK), where he met with the new President, Roh Moo-hyun, and other senior officials, a UN spokesman said today.
Maurice Strong, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Personal Envoy for the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK), had been in Seoul to attend the inauguration of the new President, with whom he met on Tuesday, according to spokesman Fred Eckhard.

Mr. Strong conveyed to the President warm congratulations by the Secretary-General as well as a letter in which Mr. Annan pledged to continue to do everything in his power to mobilize international support for the inter-Korean dialogue, reconciliation and cooperation. The UN leader said he also would facilitate Korean and international efforts to keep the peninsula free of weapons of mass destruction and the risks of war.

“The Personal Envoy reported on the mission that he is undertaking for this purpose on behalf of the Secretary-General, and the South Korean President expressed his support for this initiative,” Mr. Eckhard said at a press briefing in New York.

During his trip, Mr. Strong also met with several foreign dignitaries and held extensive consultations with senior members of the new administration, the Speaker and several deputies of the National Assembly, and leading representatives of the ROK business community. He discussed ways to meet the urgent humanitarian needs of the DPRK, as well as specific steps to ensure peace and security in the Korean peninsula, according to Mr. Eckhard.

Immediately prior to his visit to Seoul, Mr. Strong met in Tokyo with Japan’s Foreign Minister and other senior Japanese officials to discuss the same issues.

* * *
ICTY

27 February – The United Nations International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) today sentenced former Bosnian Serb President Biljana Plavsic to 11 years in prison for crimes against humanity.

Mrs. Plavsic, 72, struck a plea agreement with the court last year, admitting to planning, instigating, aiding and abetting persecutions of the Muslim, Croat and other non-Serb populations in Bosnia and Herzegovina during the country’s civil war from 1992 to 1995. She is the highest-ranking official from the former Yugoslavia to plead guilty to war crimes.

Although Mrs. Plavsic did not conceive the policy of ethnic cleansing in Bosnia and had a lesser role it than some other Bosnian Serb leaders, she had supported it, disregarded reports of inhumane treatment, and publicly rationalized and justified those crimes, Judge Richard May said in the Tribunal’s sentencing judgment. “No sentence can fully reflect the horror of what occurred or the terrible impact on thousands of victims,” he added.

While stressing that Mrs. Plavsic participated in “a crime of the utmost gravity,” which brutally “destroyed countless lives and communities,” and that “misplaced leniency would not be fitting,” the court acknowledged that her guilty plea – together with remorse and reconciliation, voluntary surrender, post-conflict conduct and age – were substantial mitigating circumstances.

Her guilty plea and acknowledgement of responsibility “should promote reconciliation in Bosnia and Herzegovina and the region as a whole,” Judge May said. He noted that that theme was first sounded by Mrs. Plavsic herself in a statement in support of her change of plea in which she referred to the need for acknowledging the crimes committed during the war as a necessary step towards peace and reconciliation, and voiced the hope that her acceptance of responsibility would enable her people to reconcile with their neighbours.

* * *

Landmines

27 February – Forty-four of the 45 countries required to destroy their remaining stockpiles of landmines under a United Nations treaty have succeeded in doing so within the prescribed time frame, making it one of the most successful disarmament accords, UN officials said today.

“I congratulate the countries that have met the deadline for destroying their stockpiles. This is an important contribution to peace, security and the well-being of individuals and communities worldwide,” UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan said in a statement read by Under-Secretary-General for Disarmament Affairs Jayantha Dhanapala at a press briefing in New York today.

The 1999 Ottawa Treaty, formally known as the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Antipersonnel Mines and on their Destruction, expresses the parties’ determination to put an end to the suffering and casualties caused by anti-personnel mines. After signing on, a country has four years to destroy all of its landmines, except for a limited number reserved for training purposes.

Mr. Dhanapala told reporters that 1 March was the fourth anniversary of the entry into force of the Treaty, to which 131 countries have ratified or acceded. Fifty-five countries have so far destroyed more than 30 million landmines, and in addition, the number of manufacturers worldwide has dropped to 14, down from about 55. Many of the countries that had not yet signed the agreement have nevertheless banned their export, he added.

Mr. Dhanapala said that the Secretary-General also called on countries that have not acceded to the treaty to follow suit as soon as possible. “Only with universal participation will we eliminate the scourge of landmines and alleviate the misery they cause every day around the world,” he said.
Joining Mr. Dhanapala at the briefing was Martin Barber, Director of the UN Mine Action Services (UNMAS), who told reporters that the UN was presently supporting mine action in 35 countries. He noted that a shortage of resources and the lack of security in accessing those countries that have not yet committed to the goals of the Convention posed a challenge.

Mr. Barber also pointed out that commitments by donor governments amounted to about $200 million per year for such activities as mine clearance and victim assistance. He stressed the importance of keeping those donors committed and persuading them to increase their level of support.

* * *

Afghanistan

27 February – United Nations aid operations in northern Afghanistan have been suspended because of factional skirmishes in the area, a spokesman for the UN mission in that country said today. 

UN missions to Gosfandi in Sar-i-Pul have been suspended for the last two weeks, while operations to Shinkay, Athgar and Shamulzayi, which are all southeast of Qalat in Zabul province, are also currently suspended due to instability in those areas, Manoel de Almeida e Silva said in Kabul. 

Road movement from Kandahar to Rambasi in Dand district is also suspended, due to an explosion and an attack on civilian and military vehicles last week. All other road movements by UN vehicles throughout the country remain open. 

Meanwhile, the voluntary disarmament exercise, which is being conducted by the Mazar Multi Party Security Commission in Maymana in Faryab Province, has still not resumed since stalling on 18 January, according to Mr. de Almeida e Silva. 

“Gen. Abdul Rashid Dostum is out of the country and the Commission hopes to urgently reactivate the exercise upon his return,” he said at a press briefing. “Since the process stalled there has been an increased presence of armed soldiers in and around Maymana from both the main factions.” 

In Balkh Province, tension has been created through the repeated movements of armed personnel in Sadrabaads village and will be addressed by the Commission in the coming days, the spokesman added. There have also been increased tensions in Zari in Sholgara District. Following a Security Commission decision, a delegation that includes the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) has been looking into the issues in this remote area since 23 February.

* * *

Timor-Leste

27 February – The United Nations peacekeeping force (PKF) in Timor-Leste today captured a man suspected of involvement in the recent deadly attacks on vehicles near the border with West Timor.

According to the UN Mission of Support in East Timor (UNMISET), the man was wounded and captured during an early evening gun battle as Fijian troops conducting a search came across a group of armed men trying to cross the Mota Loes river. 

The detainee was taken to a hospital under guard, but the other eight or nine members of the group fled, attempting to cross the river. Tracking patrols supported by armoured personnel carriers and a light observation helicopter pursued the men who fled the scene.


The capture was part of the PKF’s extensive “cordon and search” operation supporting a local investigation into Monday’s armed attacks on a minibus and a truck near the border with West Timor that left one passenger dead and three seriously injured, the UN mission said. 

* * *

DR of Congo

27 February – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has re-appointed an expert panel investigating the illegal exploitation of natural resources and other forms of wealth in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC).  

The appointments were announced in a letter by the Secretary-General to the President of the Security Council released today at UN Headquarters in New York. The reconstituted panel is expected to assemble early next month for consultations, including with Member States, before heading to the Great Lakes region, according to the letter.

Late last month, the Security Council unanimously extended the mandate of the panel for another six months, asking the experts to recommend measures that could be taken to ensure that the DRC’s resources are legally extracted, on a fair commercial basis to benefit the Congolese people. The panel was also asked to review its previous data in order to reinforce and update its findings to reflect new concerns such as how capacity building and reforms in the region are affecting exploitation activities.

In his letter, the Secretary-General says that he has reappointed Mahmoud Kassem of Egypt to continue to chair the expert panel. Along with Mr. Kassem, the newly appointed members include Alf Gorsjo of Sweden, Mel Holt of the United States, Bruno Schiemsky of Belgium and Ismaila Seck of Senegal. They will be assisted by Andrew Danino of the United Kingdom, who will serve as part-time Technical Adviser. Necessary staff support will also be provided.

The Secretary-General says that a proposal regarding an additional panel member will be made shortly. 

* * *

Ozone layer

27 February – With the installation of a high-tech monitoring station to detect ozone depletion and monitor air quality, Nairobi has become a key lynchpin in a United Nations-backed effort to save the ozone layer and track pollution flows across the globe. 

The Nairobi Validation Station, the first of its kind in tropical and sub-tropical Africa, has been installed within the grounds of the UN Environmental Programme (UNEP) at Gigiri. The agency, which is involved in the work, said the station would detect ozone, emitted from the East African part of the tropics and formed from sources such as industry, transport, agriculture forest fires and charcoal burning. 

When the station was inaugurated today, UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer called ozone a “curious chemical,” noting that in the upper atmosphere, it acts as a shield, protecting life on Earth from damaging levels of solar radiation. “In the lower atmosphere, known as the troposphere, small amounts are helpful, acting as a detergent to clean the air,” he added. 

“But high amounts, formed by sunlight mixing with human-made pollution from cars, factories and other sources, can be harmful, Mr. Toepfer said. “These smogs – increasingly a phenomenon in developing as well as developed countries – can prove fatal for vulnerable people such as those with heart conditions and asthma, and can also damage car tires, electricity cables and crops.” 

One of the key roles of the new station is to help unravel the fate of ozone damaging chemicals produced in the region from both human-made and natural sources such as vegetation. Scientists are unsure as to how much of this pollution makes its way into the upper atmosphere and how much remains closer to the ground. 

Understanding this is crucial to knowing how quickly the ozone layer may recover after decades of destruction by substances such as chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs). Once in the upper atmosphere, ozone-damaging chemicals can travel north and south towards the poles where, in the colder conditions, the layer is at highest risk.

* *** *
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The Kenya Times - Karura:  Govt 'to decide on fate on American investor'
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