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VOA

UN Environment Program Seeks Reduction of Harmful Mercury Emissions 

By Cathy Majtenyi

Delegates from 140 countries agreed at a U.N. meeting in Kenya, to pursue voluntary measures to reduce emissions of mercury, which can damage the nervous system. A proposal to adopt a binding agreement regulating mercury was rejected. 

European Union countries attending a meeting of the governing council of the U.N. Environment Program hoped to garner support for an international binding agreement to regulate the production, distribution, use and disposal of mercury. 

But the United States and other countries pushed for a more voluntary approach to mercury regulation, pending further study. The so-called "G-77" group of developing nations argued that they lacked the resources to be able to abide by an internationally binding agreement. 

In the end, governments agreed to voluntary measures to reduce emissions, production and use.

The plan involves partnerships between governments, non-government organizations, businesses, and others to meet these goals. The UNEP will examine progress made in two years' time.

The U.S. deputy assistant secretary for environment, Claudia McMurray, said she was satisfied with the outcome. "We came here with the position that we wanted to take immediate action through these partnerships, and that we wanted to defer a decision on a binding instrument, until we had the results of those partnerships, and that's indeed what we've done," he said.

An official in Sweden's Ministry of Sustainable Development, Petra Hagstrom, tells VOA why Sweden wanted binding regulations. "With the legally binding instrument, it is more certain that things will happen. Mercury is a global substance, it's a global problem and [with] the flows and trades of mercury, there's no way you can get to that by national regulation. The trade and the supply-demand side is very important, and to get a global instrument to restrict those would be very good," he said.

The U.N. Environment Program says an estimated two-thousand tons of mercury is released into the environment each year, most of it from coal-fired power plants, waste incinerators and as a result of some forms of gold and silver mining.

Mercury has been known to cause damage to the nervous systems of babies, as well as insomnia, skin rashes and dermatitis, memory loss, mental disturbances, kidney damage and other ill effects. Last year, U.N. health experts lowered the recommended maximum intake of mercury through food, because of its potential to harm a developing fetus. Certain kinds of fish are the most significant source of mercury pollution in food.
_____________________________________________________________________________
Deepika Global

US criticised for diluting UNEP agreement on Mercury

New Delhi, Feb 27 (UNI) Environmental NGOs across the world have criticised the US for hijacking the agenda at the UNEP agreement for reducing global mercury pollution and expressed apprehension that diluted agreement may result in poisonous mercury waste being dumped in developing nations.

At the UNEP Governing Council meeting yesterday, Environmental Ministers from around the world agreed upon several important steps to reduce global mercury pollution and recommended actions that individual countries could take, trade and release and more research on supply, demand and trade. 

However, non-governmental organizations and indigenous people expressed concerns that the UNEP mercury agreement fell short of what was needed.

''Basically, the USA hijacked the process despite the overwhelming evidence from the UN about the global mercury crisis and the need for immediate and long-term international action,'' said Michael Bender of Ban Mercury Working Group, an international NGO coalition.

All that the USA proposed were voluntary partnerships to address mercury, which based on past experience in other areas do not produce meaningful results, he pointed out and said that developing countries expressed concern about likely effectiveness of such partnerships. 

''Although there was a strong recognition by developing countries at the meeting of the seriousness of the issue of mercury and the disproportionate impacts it has on them, the international community still is not addressing the crisis in a meaningful and accountable manner,''said Ravi Agarwal, Director of Toxics Link, an environmental NGO in India.

____________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Governments Move to Assess and Control Mercury Pollution 
NAIROBI, Kenya, February 25, 2005 (ENS) - Governments have asked the United Nations Environment Programme to conduct a study on the amounts of mercury being traded and supplied around the world that could be a first step towards a legally binding treaty to control mercury pollution. Environment ministers attending UNEP's 23rd Governing Council made the request as part of an expanded program of action on mercury. 

After two years of fact-finding and partnership work to reduce mercury pollution, the environment ministers agreed to assess whether a legally binding treaty governing mercury is needed. 

Mercury, a heavy metal linked with effects such as damage to the nervous systems of babies, is used in products such as fluorescent light bulbs, dental fillings and thermometers. 

In the next two years, action will be taken on improving the communication of the risks of mercury to vulnerable groups, including pregnant mothers whose babies may be at risk if they eat too much mercury-contaminated fish or marine mammals such as seals. 
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Chair of the chemicals management contact group Ambassador Viveka Bohn of Sweden (Photo courtesy Earth Negotiations Bulletin) 
Governments also agreed to promote best available techniques for reducing mercury emissions from chemical factories and other industrial sites. 

They agreed to develop partnerships between governments, international organizations, nongovernmental organizations and the private sector to reduce mercury pollution, with the first pilot projects to be in place by September this year. 

Likely partnerships include ones to reduce emissions of mercury from coal fired power stations, from chlor-alkali plants and from pollution linked with gold mining. 

An estimated 2,000 metric tons of new mercury is released to the environment annually, mainly from coal-fired power stations, waste incinerators and as a result of artisinal mining of gold and silver. 

Under the partnerships, governments will make experts and information on environmentally-friendly techniques available to those countries and industries requesting assistance. 

The partnership mechanism will focus on mercury wastes and surplus stockpiles as well as promote research to improve understanding on how mercury moves around the planet. 

UNEP has been asked to publicize these partnerships through publicity campaigns and through a dedicated web site and to review the success of the new program in two years. 
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Mercury emitted by coal-fired power plants, such as the Ferrybridge Power Station in England, is deposited on waters, where it is taken up by fish. (Photo courtesy FreeFoto) 
Environment ministers also today requested that UNEP conduct a global assessment of cadmium and lead transport. Governments want to better understand how the two heavy metals move through the atmosphere, seas and rivers in order to establish whether action at a global level is needed to address the health and environment effects. 

Cadmium, which is found in products such as batteries, is a known toxic linked with respiratory and gastro-intestinal problems and in acute cases, kidney and skeletal effects. 

Lead is linked with a variety of health problems including brain damage in young children and effects on the body's cardiovascular, and reproductive systems. 

UNEP produced a global assessment of mercury in February 2003. The report says that coal-fired power stations and waste incinerators now account for around 1,500 tons or 70 percent of new, quantified human generated mercury emissions to the atmosphere. The majority is now coming from developing countries, with emissions from Asia, at 860 tons, the highest. 

Artisinal mining of gold and silver, which is happening in an increasing number of less developed nations, is another significant source of mercury pollution, releasing an estimated 400-500 tons of mercury annually to the air, soils, and waterways. 

Once in the atmosphere, this hazardous heavy metal can travel hundreds and thousands of miles, contaminating places far away from the sites where the pollution was originally discharged. 

A study of women in the United States, cited in the 2003 report, found that about 1 in 12, or just under five million women, have mercury levels in their bodies above the level considered safe by the United States Environmental Protection Agency. 

Three years ago, the U.S. National Research Council estimated that about 60,000 babies born each year in the U.S. could be at risk of brain damage with possible impacts ranging from learning difficulties to impaired nervous systems. 

Based on more recent exposure data published by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, some scientists think the number of at risk babies could be as high as 300,000. Globally the number could run into the millions, UNEP said. 

More than 1,000 delegates attended the UNEP Governing Council from some 140 countries including Wangari Maathai, the 2004 Nobel Peace Prize winner and assistant environment minister of Kenya. 

Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's Executive Director, said, "At the start of this Governing Council I called on governments and delegates to take responsibility for the global environment in order to meet the UN Millennium Development Goals on issues such as poverty, water and health". 

As the meeting closed today, he said, "I think we can say that they did this, pushing forward on a wide range of fronts including heavy metals, water and sanitation, gender equality and scientific assessments of this ever changing world," he added. 

In other work at the Governing Council, governments formally adopted the Bali Strategic Plan for Technology Support and Capacity Building which will focus UNEP's work including support for developing countries on the national level in areas ranging from waste and data gathering to environment law and wildlife. 

"We have also been given backing for our work on early warning of disasters and catastrophes including tsunamis," Toepfer said. 

UNEP's finances have also been strengthened with governments agreeing to core funding for the organization of $144 million which " is the best it has ever been," said Toepfer. 

If all sources of funding are calculated, the overall UNEP budget for the 2006-2007 period is close to $300 million. 

Toepfer said he was delighted by the success of the Environment Institute, a new innovation at the Governing Council, which has included training workshops with delegates and guests. Members of the Nairobi community participated. 

Toepfer applauded the important contribution of civil society who met just before the Governing Council at the Global Civil Society Forum.

_____________________________________________________________________________
Tribune de Geneve

With US isolation, UNEP faces clearer priorities in cleaning nature

NAIROBI, Feb 26 (AFP) 


A United States decision to block upgrading of the status of UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and talks on a mercury ban has left the United Nations' environment arm with clearer priorities in its campaign to clean up nature, diplomats say. 

A week-long conference of UNEP's top board, which ended in the Kenyan capital Nairobi on Friday, also failed to launch talks on a treaty to ban mercury, a deadly metal linked to serious ailments in pregnant women and children, sparking howls of protest from green groups.
"Because of US isolation, now UNEP knows where to tread. It also knows which kind of issues it can handle without much hassle from the developed nations," a United Nations diplomat said.
But UNEP's chief Klaus Toepfer said the meeting, which was watered down by US opposition to the possible mercury ban, ended up with governments offering fresh pledges to increase the body's funding.
"UNEPs finances have also been strengthened with governments agreeing to core funding for the organization of 144 million dollars (109 million euros)," the body said in a statement issued at the end of the conference.
This "is the best it has ever been," said Toepfer.
Despite the cratering by Washington of the French-German proposal to turn UNEP into a full-fledged UN agency with stronger powers and a bigger budget, it managed to highlight the urgency in dealing with the environment, they said.
Now, analysts believe, UNEP can justify reasons to launch bigger-budget national programmes to ensure the environment is clean, without giving detailed explanation to the developed world that produces much of the cash.
The next UNEP ministerial conference will be held in United Arab Emirates in 2007, the first time outside Nairobi since the body was created in 1972 and top on the agenda is the mercury treaty, which failed to get off the ground at the Nairobi meeting.
A 2003 UNEP study found that coal-fired power plants and artisanal mining of silver and gold were a major source of mercury found in the earth's air, soil and waterways and recommended action to reduce its presence.
In Washington, State Department spokesman Richard Boucher dismissed the attempts to reach a treaty as a waste of time and backed proposed partnerships and collaborative activities with key nations to address mercury pollution.
"There are many issues that need attention, mercury one of them, but in the meantime, we shall spend more time addressing river pollution and other issues that won't face opposition and can get funding," a UNEP official said.
At the meeting, UNEP also managed to secure pledges from China, an emerging economic giant and top polluter, that it would take care of its environment and clean up existing damage despite the challenges posed by its rapid development.
Together with Kenya, it also called for banning of plastic shopping bags that were blamed for polluting the environment and exacerbating malaria in the developing nations.
In its annual report, UNEP also warned that nearly one-third of the world's known amphibian species are threatened with extinction due to climate change and pollution, urging the world to swing into action.
A South African energy firm, Eskom Holdings, also announced ambitious plans to build a massive, 50-billion-dollar hydroelectric plant on the Congo River to provide low-cost power to 13 southern African nations, an idea that was backed by UNEP.
Environment ministers also backed UNEP in its efforts to create an early warning system that would reduce the impact like that of tsumani, which claimed up to 290,000 people in December along the Indian Ocean shorelines.
"We have also been given backing for our work on early warning of disasters and catastrophes including tsunamis," said Toepfer, a former German environment minister.

_____________________________________________________________________________

The Jamaica Observer

Global anti-tobacco treaty needs teeth, says expert

Monday, February 28, 2005

GENEVA (AP) - A global anti-tobacco treaty came into force yesterday, but a leading expert said it needs strengthening fast if it is to be effective in curbing a killer that claims five million lives a year. Dr Derek Yach, the World Health Organisation's (WHO's) former anti-tobacco chief who oversaw the drafting of the treaty, hailed the accord, known as the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control, as a first step.
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	YACH. the Framework without protocols is toothless


However, he told The Associated Press in an exchange of e-mails Thursday and Friday, the treaty lacks what are known in United Nations jargon as "protocols" - additional agreements that toughen specific areas of a looser accord.
"The Framework without protocols is toothless," said Yach. "Yet even preliminary work on these is over a year from even being discussed, let alone planned for."

Yach, now professor of global public health at Yale University, was deeply involved in four years of often bitter negotiations brokered by the UN health agency. The talks led to the treaty being finalised in May 2003.

The accord aims to reduce substantially the number of deaths from tobacco-related illnesses - such as cancer and heart disease - which WHO estimates kill one smoker every 6.5 seconds.
There are an estimated 1.2 billion smokers in the world. WHO surveys show that smoking rates among 13- to 15-year-old children are about 20 per cent, and health officials fear a disease time bomb as the world's population grows.

By 2010, the annual death toll is expected to double to 10 million - with 70 per cent of the victims in developing countries least able to pay for treating smoking- related illnesses.
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	The WHO estimates that tobacco-related illnesses - such as cancer and heart disease - kill one smoker every 6.5 seconds.


The treaty - usually known to insiders as the FCTC - requires countries that ratify it to restrict tobacco advertising and sponsorship, put tougher health warnings on cigarettes and limit the use of language like "low-tar" and "light". They also are meant to enact price and tax hikes, create controls on second-hand smoke and sales of cigarettes to youngsters, as well as clamp down on smuggling.

But governments, particularly those with few existing anti-tobacco policies, need clear guidelines on what exactly they should do, said Yach. "Evidence suggests that the only way to have a rapid impact on deaths from tobacco is to step up cessation efforts and combine them with smoke-free policies," he said. "However, the language of the FCTC is relatively weak on these issues."

With the new rules in place, studies suggest the demand for cigarettes would only fall one per cent to two per cent a year, WHO officials have said. "No targets were ever discussed for the FCTC, so we do not have a sense of what constitutes success," said Yach. "Is a two per cent decline good news, or should we aim for six to eight per cent?

"The degree of urgency for reducing consumption remains low, certainly compared to a programme like '3 by 5' with a clear goal," he said, referring to a WHO plan to get HIV/AIDS drugs to three million people in poor countries by the end of 2005.
Poor countries also will need substantial financial help to get the treaty's provisions in place, Yach said.

With the tobacco accord in force, ratifying countries are supposed to enact the reforms. There are no penalties if they fail to do so, but their record would be examined at future UN anti-tobacco conferences, the first of which is scheduled for February 2006.

"Now that this global treaty has become international law, it is no longer business as usual for 'Big Tobacco'," said Akinbode Oluwafemi of Environmental Rights Action, a Nigerian-based group that was part of a global coalition supporting the treaty.

Tobacco companies reportedly lobbied against the treaty during the negotiations, yet have since said they have no objection to the pact - despite their discontent over being excluded from the formal treaty talks.

"Tobacco is harmful to health and as a responsible tobacco group, we have long recognised the right of national governments to regulate it," said Emily Brand, a spokeswoman for British American Tobacco Ltd.

"We will continue to offer balance by putting our views forward, openly and constructively, and by supporting sound and fair tobacco regulation that can reduce the public health impact of tobacco consumption, can tackle underage smoking, and can also ensure that adult consumers are allowed to continue making informed choices about a legal product."

Anti-smoking activists warn that companies may try to limit reforms enacted by those countries that have ratified the treaty. They dismiss anti-smoking programmes run in many countries by tobacco firms, saying they do little or nothing to tackle real health problems.

Of the 168 countries that signed the accord, only 57 have so far ratified it - among them European nations, as well as India and Japan. Those who have not yet ratified include other key countries, notably China and the United States.

_____________________________________________________________________________

New Visions (Uganda)

Kaveera faces ban, high taxes 
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By Gerald Tenywa in Nairobi 
UGANDA will soon ban the manufacture and importation of plastic bags (kaveera) and impose a hefty levy on thicker ones, top environment officials have said. 
Speaking yesterday, Dr. Aryamanya Mugisha, who heads the National Environment Management Authority (NEMA), said the measure would get rid of the increasing environmental and health menace. 
“We are banning polythene bags and it is a matter of time for them to become history,’’ Mugisha said, adding that they had made recommendations to the Cabinet to ban kaveera about five years ago. 
The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) is working with the Kenya government to ban plastic bags there in a new waste management strategy. 
“Operating the plastic bag levy could become a blueprint for similar schemes aimed at the rising tide of other wastes confronting Kenya and other countries across Africa and the developing world,’’ a UNEP press release stated. 
Klaus Toepfer, UNEP’s executive director, told journalists at the UNEP Centre in Nairobi that wastes were an increasing problem especially in the developing countries. 
Maathari Wangari, the assistant Minister of Environment in Kenya and last year’s Nobel Peace Prize Winner, said kaveera litter was linked to malaria. 
Wangari said the discarded bags fill with rainwater or block drainage channels, offering an ideal breeding ground for mosquitoes. 
Many of the bags are so thin that they are simply thrown away after one trip from the shops. 
Plastic bags block gutters and drains, choke farm animals, wildlife and pollute the soil as they take over 50 years to breakdown. 
Dr. Gerald Sawula, NEMA deputy executive director, who was attending the UNEP Governing Council in Nairobi, where the waste management strategy was launched on February 23, said Uganda was committed to solving the problem of kaveera. 
The findings in the report were based on the outcome of several meetings between UNEP, NEMA (Kenya), manufacturers, suppliers, supermarkets and other interested groups in Kenya and abroad. 
A ban on kaveera is among proposals aimed at reducing the use of polythene, Mugisha said. 
But the tax imposed on the plastic bags about two years ago has not helped in restricting their use because their price is still very low, he said. 
Mugisha said he expected the ban on plastic bags to be effected later this year. Sources blamed the delay in effecting NEMA’s decision on the lack of political will and protecting those who have invested heavily in plastic bags. 
Rwanda imposed a ban on the manufacture and importation of polythene bags last year. Uganda is one of the few countries in the Great lakes region where plastic bags are not regulated. 
Ends
_____________________________________________________________________________

Europaworld
Plastic Carrier Bags Declared Environmentally Unfriendly

UNEP, the Kenyan based United Nations environment agency opened a campaign this week designed to reduce demand for the ubiquitous flimsy plastic carrier bag. According to UNEP the discarded bags tend to block gutters and drains, choke farm animals and marine wildlife and pollute the soil as they gradually break down. In hot countries they can even fill with rainwater, offering ideal breeding grounds for malaria-carrying mosquitoes.

Launching a children’s book that alerts communities to the menace of discarded plastic and welcoming a Kenyan report that proposes a ban on some bags and a tax on others UN Environment Programme (UNEP) chief Klaus Toepfer said "Wastes are an increasing problem everywhere, particularly in developing countries."

A ban on bags less than 30 microns thick and a tax on thicker ones are among a raft of proposals aimed at reducing the use of polythene bags and providing funds for alternative, more environmentally-friendly carriers such as cotton or sisal bags. An estimated 4,000 tons of thin plastic bags are produced in Kenya each month. Such a plastic bag levy could become a blue-print for similar schemes aimed at the rising tide of other wastes confronting Kenya and countries across Africa and the developing world, said UNEP. Ireland experienced a dramatic decline in demand for plastic carrier bags when a 15 euro cent tax was introduced.

The children's book launched by Mr Toepfer is 'Theo and the Giant Plastic Ball.' It is the second book in a UNEP series which aims to inspire caring for the Earth through creative literature that sparks the interest and awareness of children, their parents and teachers.

____________________________________________________________________________________

Xinhua

UNEP session concludes with strategic plan endorsed

www.chinaview.cn 2005-02-26 07:15:19

    NAIROBI, Feb. 25 (Xinhuanet) -- The 23rd session of United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) Governing Council on Friday approved Bali Strategic Plan for Technology Support and Capacity Building at the end of the meeting. 

    The plan, aimed at strengthening environment-related technology support and the capacity of governments in developing countries as well as countries with economies in transition at all levels, was first adopted in a UNEP meeting in Bali, Indonesia on December 4, 2004. 

    In the five-day session, over 1,000 delegates from nearly 140 countries discussed different issues including chemical management,relations between poverty and environment and gender equality. 

    The meeting also launched reports on environmental assessment of the tsunami-hit nations, plastic bag pollution and heavy metal control. 

    The 23rd session of the UNEP Governing Council was held at its headquarters in Nairobi from February 21 to 25. Enditem 
____________________________________________________________________________________

Xinhua

Next UNEP special session to be held in Dubai

www.chinaview.cn 2005-02-25 23:02:30

    NAIROBI, Feb. 25 (Xinhuanet) -- The United Arab Emirates (UAE) is to host the next special session of the United Nations Environment Program's (UNEP) Governing Council in 2006, it was announced here Friday. 

    It is the first time that the event is to be held in the Arab world. 

    The announcement was made at the 23rd session of the UNEP Governing Council being held at its headquarters in Nairobi by UAE Health Minister Mohamed Al-Madfaa. 

    "We are excited about hosting the ninth Special Session of this Governing Council in our country and hope it will be a unique session in both deliberations and achievements," the minister said. 

    The special session, which will take place in Dubai, will coincide with the awards ceremony for the Zayed International Prize for the Environment. It is named after the late Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan, the founder of the UAE and a world-renowned environmentalist. 

    Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's executive director who is also chair of the Zayed Prize judges, said: "I must wholeheartedly thank the UAE for its kind offer to host our next special session." 

    "The UAE has pioneered many environmentally important initiatives. These range from the greening of the deserts and the breeding of rare and endangered animals, to pushing forward the efficiency of drinking water desalination plants," he said. 

    "It is fitting that a country from the Arab world is hosting this event in 2006 given that next year is the International Year of Deserts and Desertification," added Toepfer. Enditem  

____________________________________________________________________________________
PRNewswire 
Chlorine Industry Supports UNEP Voluntary Mercury Efforts 

    NAIROBI, Kenya, Feb. 25 /PRNewswire/ -- The global chlorine industry

welcomes efforts through the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) to

protect the environment and public health by establishing voluntary

initiatives.  Proposals such as the multiple stakeholder partnership made here

today in Nairobi at the 23rd session of the UNEP Governing Council/Global

Ministerial Environment Forum can lead to a reduction in mercury pollution

from all sources more rapidly than through an international treaty or legally-

mandated means.

    The World Chlorine Council (WCC) has been an active supporter of the UNEP

Global Mercury Programme and has made a sustained effort to help mercury-based

chlorine producers around the world.  For example, in the past few years,

workshops have been held in Argentina, Brazil, India and Russia to share best

practices with producers and to help them achieve continuous improvements in

reducing mercury use and emissions.

    Today, chlorine production is a minor factor in mercury emissions,

contributing less than 1% of the total global emissions of mercury from all

natural and man-made sources.  This will continue to decline as the industry

progressively adopts alternative non-mercury technologies.

    This latest voluntary initiative for a global partnership initiated by the

US and adopted by the UNEP Governing Council is welcomed by the WCC, which is

a global network of national and regional industry associations and their

member companies.

    C.T. "Kip" Howlett, Jr. (Executive Director of the Chlorine Chemistry

Council, which is currently providing the Secretariat to the WCC) said:  "We

will continue to collaborate with governments and other stakeholders in

developing a partnership for the chlor-alkali industry that will effectively

contribute to international efforts to reduce the use and release of mercury."

    The World Chlorine Council is a global network of national and regional

trade associations and their member companies representing the chlorine and

chlorinated products industries.

SOURCE Chlorine Chemistry Council

____________________________________________________________________________________
Environment News Service

Ministers From 100 Countries Tackle Environmental Threats 

NAIROBI, Kenya, February 23, 2005 - Environmental changes are responsible for an upsurge of new and previously suppressed infectious diseases, finds a report presented to some 100 environment ministers gathered in Nairobi for the annual United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) Governing Council meeting. 

Loss of forests, road and dam building, the spread of cities, the clearing of natural habitats for agriculture, mining and the pollution of coastal waters are promoting conditions under which well known pathogens such as malaria, meningitis, and dengue fever can thrive. 

In addition, diseases that have in the past infected animals are now crossing over to humans. For instance, scientists report that the highly pathogenic Nipah virus, which until recently was found only in Asian fruit bats, first moved to swine, and has now spread to humans. 

A combination of forest fires in Sumatra and the clearance of natural forests in Malaysia for palm plantations drove hungry fruit bats into closer contact to domestic pigs, giving the virus a chance to spread to humans as people handled the infected swine. 
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Fire in Sumatra, Indonesia 1997 (Photo courtesy GFMC) 

Climate change may aggravate the threats of infectious diseases in three ways, the experts write - by increasing the temperatures under which many diseases and their carriers flourish, by further stressing and altering habitats, and by increasing the number of environmental refugees who are carrying their infections to new locations. 

These are among the findings from UNEP in its latest "Global Environment Outlook Year Book 2004/2005." 

The "GEO Year Book" also links yellow fever, Kyasanur Forest disease and Ebola with deforestation and its effects. 

Land use change, in the form of agriculture, is linked with the rise and spread of diseases like Western and Venezuelan equine encephalitis and typhus. 

Tuberculosis, bubonic plague and hantavirus pulmonary syndrome are linked with unplanned urbanization. 

Chemicals and antibiotics in farm animal wastes are helping to make disease-causing bacteria more resistant to drugs with implications for infections such as hepatitis and some diarrheal diseases. 

Meanwhile, air pollution from transport and factories is linked with increased incidence of respiratory infections. Pollution of coastal waters from raw untreated sewage is a key factor in cholera outbreaks worldwide. 

Other issues in the "GEO Year Book" include the impact of climate change on ocean circulation; the changing face of the Earth as seen from space, including the spread of greenhouses in Spain; state of the environment reports from the regions; and a look back at significant environmental developments in 2004. 

UNEP also used the occasion of its annual Governing Council to offer a report on the environmental effects of last December's Asian earthquake and tsunami which claimed close to 300,000 lives and left millions homeless across 11 countries around the Indian Ocean. 
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UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer and Governing Council President Rachmad Witoelar, who is Insdonesia's environment minister, introduce the tsunami assessment. (Photo courtesy Earth Negotiations Bulletin) 

UNEP's "After the Tsunami- Rapid Environmental Assessment" covers Indonesia, the Maldives, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Thailand, the Seychelles and Yemen, and includes recommendations and findings on - wastes, water supplies, sanitation and soil fertility, coral reefs, mangroves and wildlife, and beach erosion and coastal vegetation. 

The report was coordinated by UNEP's Task Force and prepared in collaboration with UNEP's Regional Offices in Asia Pacific and Africa, other UN bodies, governments and nongovernmental organizations. 

Klaus Toepfer, UNEP’s executive director, said, “The report underlines the importance of managing the reconstruction in an environmentally sensitive way. Buildings and other infrastructure need to be built in less vulnerable areas and to standards that will protect them and their inhabitants in the event of future tsunamis. This makes sense not only in respect to tsunamis but also with respect to storms surges, floods, hurricanes and other extreme weather events.” 

Vulnerability mapping is urgently needed to pinpoint coastal sites where homes, hotels, factories and other infrastructure should be banned or restricted., the assessment recommends. 

The environment was a victim of the tsunami but also played its part in reducing the impact. "Where healthy and relatively intact features like coral reefs, mangroves and coastal vegetation were in place there is evidence that the damage was reduced," said Toepfer. "There are innumerable reasons to maintain healthy habitats like coral reefs. They are nurseries fish and magnets for tourists. Now we have another reason to conserve them." 

The Governing Council is placing emphasis on the UN's Millenium Development Goals during this week's meeting. In September, nations will gather in New York for a meeting of the UN General Assembly to evaluate progress towards achieving the eight Millennium Development Goals. http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/ 
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Masoumeh Ebtekar, vice-president of Iran and head of the Department of Environment, told fellow environment ministers that women in decisionmaking roles are needed both at high and grassroots levels, and women are crucial in the mainstreaming of environmental issues in rural areas. (Photo courtesy Earth Negotiations Bulletin) 

By the year 2015, all 191 United Nations members have agreed to meet the goals to reduce hunger and thirst, improve childrens' health and eduction, promote gender equality, improve maternal health, combat AIDS, malaria and other diseases, reverse the loss of environmental resources, and develop global economic opportunities. 

A task force appointed by Secretary General Kofi Annan has concluded that the environment is the cornerstone upon which the Millennium Development Goals are likely to stand or fall. 

As talks progress at the Governing Council meeting in Nairobi, delegates are showing support for controlling emissions of toxic mercury with a legally binding instrument. 

John Buccini of UNEP presented information on chemicals management to the meeting and outlined the chemicals-related draft decisions prepared for consideration of the delegates. 
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A contact group chaired by Viveka Bohn of Sweden (left), began discussions on the omnibus decision on chemicals management. Delegates agreed to focus on mercury. (Photo courtesy Earth Negotiations Bulletin) 

Buccini said a single decision on chemicals management, instead of various decisions on different items, is being considered. On mercury, he said the current proposed decision reflects alternative paths to move forward, and he predicted substantial discussions on this item in the chemicals contact group. 

At its 2002 meeting the UNEP Governing Council adopted a Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management. The strategic approach is to promote the incorporation of chemical safety issues into the development agenda. The initiative was endorsed by the World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg in September 2002. 

The 2003 UNEP Governing Council decided to hold an international chemicals conference around the end of 2005, and two preparatory meetings to set up that conference were held last year. 

Meanwhile, a proposal to ban thin plastic shopping bags in Kenya and slap a hefty price on thicker ones was floated in a report released today at the Governing Council. 

Cash raised from the levy would go towards the setting up efficient recycling systems, says the report funded by UNEP and the National Environment Management Authority of Kenya. 

At least two million plastic bags are now being handed out each year to people shopping at supermarkets and kiosks in Nairobi alone, the study by experts at the Kenya Institute for Public Policy Research and Analysis says. 

The bags, many of which are so thin they are simply thrown away after one trip from the shops, have become a familiar eyesore in both urban and countryside areas. They block gutters and drains, choke farm animals and marine wildlife and pollute the soil as they gradually break down. 

Wangari Mathaai, the assistant environment minister in Kenya and 2004 Nobel Peace Prize winner, has linked plastic bag litter with malaria. The bags, when discarded, can fill with rainwater offering ideal and new breeding grounds for the malaria-carrying mosquitoes. 

A ban on bags less than 30 microns thick and the levy on thicker ones are among a raft of proposals aimed at reducing the use of polythene bags and 

Operating the plastic bag levy could become a blueprint for similar schemes aimed at stemming the rising tide of other wastes confronting Kenya and countries across Africa and the developing world. 

The "Global Environment Outlook Year Book 2004/2005" can be found at http://www.unep.org/gc/gc23/other_publications.asp. 

The UNEP Governing Council website can be found at: www.unep.org/gc/gc23/
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Keralanext, India 26/02/05
World: UN environmental agency to study mercury supply in bid to curb health risks

[World News]: The United Nations environmental agency was asked today to conduct a study on the amounts of mercury being traded and supplied around the world in an effort to reduce the health and environmental risks from the heavy metal that has been linked with a wide range of medical problems, including neurological damage to babies. 

Governments attending the UN Environment Programme’s (UNEP) 23rd Governing Council and Global Ministerial Environment Forum in Nairobi, Kenya, agreed to promote “best available techniques” for reducing mercury emissions from chemical factories and other industrial sites. 

An estimated 2,000 tons of mercury is released into the environment each year, mainly from coal-fired power stations, waste incinerators and as a result of artisanal mining of gold and silver. The metal is also used in such products as fluorescent light bulbs, dental fillings and thermometers. 

“At the start of this Governing Council I called on Governments and delegates to take responsibility for the global environment in order to meet the UN Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) on issues such as poverty, water and health,” UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said, referring to the goals of curbing a host of social ills by 2015. 

“I think we can say that they did this, pushing forward on a wide range of fronts including heavy metals, water and sanitation, gender equality and scientific assessments of this ever-changing world,” he added. 

Action is to be taken to improve communication of the risks of mercury to vulnerable groups, including pregnant mothers whose babies may be at risk if they eat too much mercury-contaminated fish or marine mammals such as seals. 

The governments agreed to develop partnerships with international organizations, non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and the private sector to reduce mercury pollution with the first pilot projects to be in place by September this year. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

LA Times (also in Minneapolis Star Tribune) 26/02/05

Binding Treaty Plan on Mercury Rejected
  Ministers from 140 countries at U.N. meeting agreed that they would promote — but not require — mercury-reducing technologies.

By Marla Cone, Times Staff Writer

In a victory for the United States, world environmental leaders today rejected the idea of a binding treaty to curb the use of mercury and instead decided to foster voluntary partnerships with industries to try to accomplish the same thing.

Meeting at the United Nations Environment Programme's headquarters in Nairobi, environmental ministers from 140 countries agreed that they would promote — but not require — mercury-reducing technologies at industries and meet again in two years to take more action if emissions do not decline

Mercury, used in gold mining, chlorine production, battery manufacture and other industries, is traded freely as a commodity on the world market, particularly in Asia, Africa and South America. When released into the air, mercury spreads globally, contaminating fish and other seafood.

The decision of UNEP's Governing Council was unanimous, but it came after committee talks stretched on for four days, with the European Union and the United States at odds.

The European Union originally advocated deadlines to phase out mercury exports by 2011 and reduce use over the next decade, as well as initiating negotiations to craft a comprehensive and binding treaty restricting its use. The Bush administration opposed a treaty and any specific deadlines or goals.

Instead, it called for voluntary partnerships between industries, governments and environmental groups to share information about mercury-free technologies and health advisories for contaminated fish.

Europe's proposal had little support from either developing or developed nations. Ministers from China, India and nations in Africa and South America, which have the most at stake economically, said they do not have the funds or technical know-how to pledge to meet specific goals. But they were skeptical of the U.S.-proposed partnerships, and insisted on accountability.

The nations finally agreed that each partnership must set goals that will be announced publicly, and some will be in place by September. They also agreed to consider a binding treaty again in 2007 if the partnerships fail to reduce mercury use. U.N. pacts to regulate pollutants take five to 10 years to develop.

"All of us will have our feet to the fire," said Claudia McMurray, deputy assistant secretary for environment at the State Department, who served on the U.S. negotiating team.

"If in two years, we're not showing results, we'll have to do more. I'm really encouraged that we all came together at the end. Everyone is enthusiastic about this [partnership] approach," she said.

But environmental activists said the U.N. resolution amounts to little protection from mercury, a potent neurotoxin. Ravi Agarwal, director of Toxics Link, a group in India, said that the "international community is still not addressing the crisis in a meaningful and accountable manner."

"I don't consider the partnerships much of a step forward at all, but there are small steps forward, such as the U.N. conducting a global trade report on mercury," said Linda Greer, director of health programs at the Natural Resources Defense Council.

"With the U.S. refusing to listen to anything but their own idea, it was impossible to accomplish more. They were really bullies at the meeting. There was no give and take," she said.

Because of an objection raised by the United States, environmentalists from seven countries were not allowed to speak at the UNEP talks. As a result, the groups said they will probably boycott the partnerships.

The partnerships will focus on several industries, including chlorine production, coal-fired power plants and small-scale gold and silver mining in South America and Africa.

The United States is not a major exporter or user of mercury. However, its coal-fired power plants emit mercury and nine U.S. chlor-alkali factories use large vats to trigger a chemical reaction that produces chlorine.

Under the UNEP decision, nations agreed to consider banning mercury use at chlorine plants and using best available technology to cut power plant emissions.

The Bush administration is facing a controversy over U.S. power plants because it plans to allow them to trade pollution credits rather than require use of the best equipment for controlling mercury emissions.

Because mercury can impair brain development, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration advises pregnant women and women who may become pregnant to avoid eating large predatory fish such as swordfish and shark and limit other fish consumption to 12 ounces per week.

ABC Australia 
also in Tribune de Genève
US blocks plans on UN environment body

The United States has blocked attempts to up the status of the United Nations' environmental arm and to launch formal talks on an European Union (EU)-backed treaty to ban mercury, which is linked to serious ailments in pregnant women and children, diplomats say. 

At a week-long forum in the Kenyan capital Nairobi, the US criticised a French-German proposal that would have turned the UN Environment Program (UNEP) into a full-fledged United Nations agency with stronger powers and a bigger budget. 

US opposition to the proposed mercury pact sparked "heated debate" at a meeting of UNEP's governing board, which ended up calling for voluntary public-private partnerships to reduce mercury levels, diplomats say. 

"The United States vigorously opposed a legally binding treaty and managed to defer it to the next session of the UNEP governing council," one diplomat said, who closely followed the proceedings. 

"The US does not like binding treaties," another diplomat said, who, like the first, spoke on condition of anonymity. 

"It generally hates bureaucracy [and] it fears that such a move would weaken its industries." 

A 2003 UNEP study found that coal-fired power plants and artisanal mining of silver and gold were a major source of mercury found in the earth's air, soil and waterways and recommended action to reduce its presence. 
In response, several governments, including members of the European Union, called for a legally binding pact to ban mercury, which can cause brain damage in unborn children and infants and possibly impair their nervous systems. 
"We are disappointed that other countries did not allow the proposal to move forward," EU Environmental Bureau spokeswoman Elena Lymberidi said. 

But the United States, which relies heavily on coal-generated electricity, objected, arguing that more study was needed before moving ahead with discussions on a treaty and proposing the partnership schemes as an alternative. 
"We came here with a position that we wanted to take immediate action through these partnerships and that we wanted to defer a decision on a legally binding instrument until we have results on this partnerships," Claudia McMurray said, the senior diplomat who led the US delegation to the UNEP meeting. 

But environmental watchdogs were unconvinced and denounced the United States for blocking consideration of the treaty, accusing it of hijacking efforts to get negotiations started for its own purposes. 

- AFP
____________________________________________________________________________________
WASHINGTON, Feb 25 (AFP)
Tribune de Genève: Moves to have global treaty to ban mercury waste of time: US


Moves to launch formal talks on an EU-backed treaty to ban mercury is a waste of time, the United States said Friday, pushing instead its own global initiative to cut emissions. 

"We believe that the aggressive, kind of, global strategy that we've laid out is a faster way to achieve real results than trying to negotiate an internationally binding agreement on mercury," State Department spokesman Richard Boucher said.
In 2003, a US proposal was adopted by the United Nations to establish a program assisting developing countries in taking action to deal with mercury.
The United States has provided over 80 percent of the budget for a mercury-busting scheme under the United Nations Environmental Program and has recently proposed partnerships and collaborative activities with key nations to address mercury pollution.
Washington had opposed at UNEP talks in Nairobi this week a proposal by several governments, including members of the European Union, for a legally binding pact to ban mercury, which can cause brain damage in unborn children and infants and possibly impair their nervous systems.
The US opposition sparked "heated debate" at the UNEP's governing board meeting, which ended up calling for voluntary public-private partnerships to reduce mercury levels, diplomats said.
Boucher said the United States was aware of the problems that emissions of mercury had created but added that negotiations for an international treaty would "divert resources from implementing immediate activities to reduce mercury use and emissions.
"In short, we don't think it makes sense to initiate a new negotiation on some kind of legally binding treaty on mercury. We think there is much to be done," he said. "We should all put our effort into really getting on to the work of reducing mercury emissions and not spend something like five to eight years negotiating and bringing into force a treaty."

____________________________________________________________________________________
Canberra Times (Australia)

HEADLINE: Long road to recovery in wave's deadly wake

BYLINE: Rosslyn Bee

BODY:
of the Indian Ocean tsunami, countries affected by the disaster are struggling to comprehend and cope with massive environmental damage and health risks, says a United Nations Environmental Program report. Disposal of vast amounts of toxic and hazardous waste is proving to be costly and well beyond the economically stretched resources of some nations like the Maldives and Somalia. Crops have failed due to salt-damaged soil, thousands of wells have been contaminated by sewage and seawater, and huge amounts of building rubble were dragged into coastal waters by the receding waves, damaging coral reefs, lagoons and fragile coastal ecosystems. Earlier this week, at a conference in Kenya, UNEP released its Rapid Environmental Assessment report of the vast scale of damage, but tentatively concluded the news was not all bad in some instances. "This report indicates that the environment was both a victim of the tsunami, but also that it often played its part in reducing the impact," UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer says. "Where healthy and relatively intact features like coral reefs, mangroves and coastal vegetation were in place, there is evidence that the damage was reduced. "The report also makes it clear that handling the rubble and other wastes generated by the damage is a key issue for many of the countries concerned." UNEP estimates the volume of waste, mostly building rubble, swamping the Indonesian costal city of Banda Aceh at between seven and 10 million cubic metres. Thailand's Phi Phi Islands is struggling to clear 35,000 tonnes of debris, with only 13,000 tonnes collected so far. In affected areas of Indonesia, seawater surged as far as 6km upstream in coastal rivers. Satellite images show the devastating, widespread impact on the coastline near Banda Aceh -sandbars washed away, estuaries scoured out and large tracts of coastline altered beyond recognition. The UNEP report describes the extent of environmental damage to Indonesia's coastal ecosystems as almost impossible to convey, with satellite images showing "significant changes to base physical landscape characteristics". The ecological toll includes the loss of 600ha of sea grass beds, 97,000ha of coral reefs and almost 50,000ha of coastal forests -a net loss of over $A447million. Soil contamination is another concern for Indonesia's farmers. Soils have been mixed with rubble, sewage, municipal waste, fuels, oils and solvents, and the full impact on soil fertility, as well as the extent of contamination, has yet to be analysed. Soil tests from Banda Aceh confirm the presence of high ammonia levels and rice crops in Indonesia's western islands are dying from soil salinity. Reclamation in time for the next cropping season seems unlikely and farmers may be forced to abandon their land. Demand for timber to rebuild communities is raising the spectre of accelerated logging of vulnerable tropical forests. Timber demand is conservatively calculated at between four and eight million cubic metres of logs -if supplied locally, this would mean logging up to 250,000ha of Indonesia's remaining rainforests. The World Wildlife Fund's office in Indonesia confirms this demand could not be met by legal sustainable logging and has proposed that donor governments provide sustainably harvested timber as part of their aid programs. In Thailand, waves up to 10m high swept across six coastal provinces. Thailand's coral reefs have been deteriorating since the 1980s, with only 16 per cent assessed to be in good condition. Following the tsunami, marine biologists from eight Thai universities found severe damage to 44sq km of coral reefs, predicting that many may not recover. However, deep water reefs around Phuket remain largely intact. Sea grass meadows along the Andaman coast, which provide foraging grounds for a large dugong population, have been destroyed by siltation and sand sedimentation. Turtle conservation projects in Thailand have suffered serious setbacks, with the death of two conservation staff, destruction of beach nesting grounds and the loss of 2000 turtles. There are also fears that thousands of fishing nets swept out into the ocean may entangle and drown dugongs, dolphins and turtles in the Andaman Sea. The tsunami decimated the tourism-dependent economy of the Maldives, with tourism business losses calculated to exceed $319million. Early reports on environmental impacts estimate that over 10 millionsqm of beach has been eroded. Ground water on 26 islands is contaminated by sewage and 90per cent of toilets have been destroyed. Residents now face the risk of kidney damage from contaminated water as well as the rapid spread of cholera, typhus, diptheria and enteric fever. "The natural composition of the soil has probably been altered, which will impact local vegetation, agricultural productivity and home food gardening," the UNEP report says. Saltwater has polluted freshwater ponds throughout the Maldives that provide necessary water for wildlife. Scientists have estimated recovery may take many years, with severe implications for the survival of island plant and animal species. The island of Sri Lanka was particularly hard hit,with two-thirds of the island's coastline battered by waves up to 6m high. The scale of environmental damage has shocked scientists, as many of the island's spectacular coral reefs have been virtually destroyed by the force of the waves. A preliminary assessment of Trincolamee reef in Dutch Bay, reported " extreme mechanical damage, with nearly half of the coral reef area ripped off, including the reef base in some places, turning the reef into fields of rubble and sand". The island faces the massive task -and cost -of disposing of an an estimated 500,000tonnes of building rubble. "Emergency efforts have resulted in haphazard disposal of rubble along roads, in open fields, into drainage ditches, low-lying lands and waterways, including beaches. This is likely to cause long-term problems by clogging waterways and polluting beaches," the UNEP report says. The conclusion is that "vulnerability mapping" is urgently needed to pinpoint coastal sites where homes, hotels, factories and other infrastructure should be banned or restricted. "The report underlines the importance of managing the reconstruction in an environmentally sensitive way," Toepfer says. "Buildings and other infrastructure need to be built in less vulnerable areas and to standards that will protect them and their inhabitants in the event of future tsunamis. This makes sense not only with respect to tsunamis but also with respect to storms, surges, floods, hurricanes and other extreme weather events." Other recommendations include building a network of safe haven towers, stocked with emergency food and water supplies, where people can seek shelter. Among the buildings that survived the huge force of the waves, were numerous mosques, possibly because they traditionally have large open ground floors. This allowed the waves to surge through. The UNEP report is recommending this "flow-through ground floor design" be adopted as part of a best practice building code for public buildings in tsunami prone areas.
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February 25, 2005 Friday

HEADLINE: MERCURY: United Nations rejects global treaty

BODY:


The United Nations Environment Programme rejected a global treaty against mercury pollution this week, instead endorsing the United States's proposed system of "voluntary partnerships."

The European Union, which had argued in favor of the treaty, launched its own "Mercury Strategy" program in January, which would eliminate mercury imports by 2011, ban the marketing of measuring devices that contain the chemical, and end mercury use in the chlor-alkali industry. 

"It really seems a shame that [the E.U.] came to the table with such a strong proposal" that was defeated, said Linda Greer, director of National Resources Defense Council's Environment and Health Program. "We had all the ingredients for a meaningful agreement, but the United States was very obstructive to every idea except their partnership proposal."

Critics said U.S. opposition to the treaty was prompted by the U.S. EPA's desire to set its own regulations on U.S. mercury emissions rather than accept treaty standards. The agency issued a draft version of its Clean Air Mercury Rule in January 2004, and a final rule is due March 15.

Claudia Murray, EPA deputy assistant secretary for Environment and head of the U.S. delegation, disagreed. "The U.S. is making history," she said of the proposed partnership system. "The U.S. has never regulated mercury emissions from power plants before, and neither has any other developed nation" (Richard Black, BBC News online , Feb. 22). -- LM
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Environmental News Service

Congo River Hydropower Plan Gains Momentum 

NAIROBI, Kenya, February 25, 2005 (ENS) - Plans to use the Congo River to generate enough electricity to power Africa's industrialization are being drawn up by one of Africa's biggest energy companies, a high level meeting of business and international officials was told Thursday at the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) Governing Council meeting. The plan was announced by Reuel Khoza, chairman of the South African power company Eskom Holdings. 

The proposed hydroelectric plant at the Inga Rapids, near the river's mouth in the western Democratic Republic of Congo, would cost some $50 billion and could generate some 40,000 megawatts, twice the power of China's Three Gorges dam, now the world's largest power project. 

Eskom plans involve creating what Khoza called a "run-of-river" plant in which water is siphoned off, channelled through turbines and then fed back into the river. Khoza said at least half, if not more of the electricity can be generated in this way which, he said, makes the project environmentally friendly. The rest would be generated by a smaller dam. 

[image: image67.jpg]


The might of the Congo River makes power generation possible. (Photo credit unknown) 

Monique Barbut, Director of UNEP's Division of Technology Industry and Economics, said, "To help Africa meet the Millennium Development Goals, the continent needs energy. Technology, both large and small, has its role to play. But we must ensure that this is clean and environmentally-sound technology whether it be coal or oil or wind or solar. Hydro-electricity can also play its part." 

Khoza is part of a delegation of business leaders attending the Africa Business and Sustainable Development meeting taking place at UNEP headquarters in Nairobi where some 100 environment ministers have gathered for UNEP's 23rd Governing Council and Global Ministerial Environment Forum. 

Today, only 64 percent of Africa's population has access to a reliable clean water supply. An estimated 526 million people in Africa do not have access to electricity. 

The situation in rural areas is expected to worsen over the next two decades if current patterns continue. According to the ministers and business leaders attending the meeting, this water and energy crisis threatening much of Africa will only be solved if there is greater investment in relevant infrastructure and services by the private sector. 

Reuel Khoza of Eskom Holdings presents the Congo River power plan at the UNEP Governing Council (Photo courtesy Earth Negotiations Bulletin) 

UNEP is ready to offer help and advice to companies like Eskom and governments in Africa on developing these technologies so that environmental issues are balanced with the economic and social ones, Barbut said. 

"Africa urgently needs energy to lift its people out of poverty and deliver sustainable development," Khoza said. "The Congo River offers enormous opportunities for doing this. We calculate that hydro electricity from the Congo could generate more than 40,000 megawatts, enough to power Africa's industrialization with the possibility of selling the surplus to southern Europe." 

Surplus electricity can be sold to places like Spain and Italy in southern Europe via an inter-connector under the Mediterranean Sea. 

The idea has been suggested in the past, but it is now gaining real political momentum under the New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD). 

Khoza said that prospects for peace in the region after decades of strife means plans to draw power from the Congo River have a better chance of moving forward. 

Under the Kyoto Protocol, which came into force last week, developed countries can offset some of their emissions at home by clean energy schemes in developing countries. 

Khoza said it had been agreed that the Congo project would qualify for such carbon offset projects which are run under the Protocol's Clean Development Mechanism. 

The Congro River flows through the Democratic Republic of Congo. (Photo courtesy USAID) 

Environmentalists see problems if the Inga development goes ahead. In its December 2003 report on the Inga project, the Uruguay based World Rainforest Movement, said, "The Inga project departs from the goal of small-scale sustainable energy projects discussed at the World Summit, where the talk was of bringing electricity to rural people through local wind and solar power projects. Megaprojects like this more than often imply social, economic and environmental disruption of people’s livelihoods, lands and life." 

Co-organized by UNEP with the International Chamber of Commerce, World Business Council for Sustainable Development, and the World Energy Council, the meeting examined how the provision of water and energy underpins the sustainable development needs of Africa and can contribute to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals and the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation. 

From building boreholes for water to the development of solar power in remote villages, business must play a key role in working with local entrepreneurs, public authorities and financing institutions in Africa, business leaders said. 

World Energy Council Secretary-General Gerald Doucet said that the business organizaitons are poised to launch the Business Action for Energy initiative at the next session of the United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development in New York. 

This will prepare the business contribution to the Commission's discussions on energy in 2006 and 2007. 

Doucet welcomed the opportunity to meet with environment ministers as well as ministers with other portfolios. 

Representatives of the United Nations Development Programme, Global Environment Facility (GEF), The Commonwealth Secretariat and the Organisation Internationale de la Francophonie also attended the event. 

Discussions were facilitated by Mohamed El-Ashry, Senior Fellow with the United Nations Foundation and former chief executive of the GEF.

____________________________________________________________________________________

THE DAILY TELEGRAPH(LONDON)

February 26, 2005, Saturday

HEADLINE: Tourism 'worsened' tsunami, says UN

BYLINE: by Paul Miles

BODY:
The United Nations has blamed tourism development for worsening the effects of the recent tsunami, according to a report released this week.

The report, undertaken by the UN Environment Programme (Unep), revealed that in areas where mangrove forests or reefs had been destroyed to make room for tourist developments the tsunami had a more devastating impact than it would have had otherwise. "Severe damage on the coast was observed where coral mining in the sea had been rampant. There were signs of absorbed impact and less damage in locations with healthier vegetation and less disturbed ecosystems," said the report. 

In Sri Lanka, the Yala and Bundala National Parks escaped damage because vegetated coastal sand dunes stopped the tsunami, which was able to enter only where the dune line was broken by river outlets.

Naturetrek, a British tour operator, is still taking tourists to both parks on birdwatching and natural-history tours.

Reefs that had been ravaged by mining and fishing by dynamite were also ineffective in protecting the coastline. In one of the case studies in Sri Lanka, the reef in Dutch Bay is reported to have been almost entirely destroyed by the tsunami. "If coral hadn't been destroyed to build hotels, mangroves removed to make 'perfect beaches' and hotels built so close to the shoreline, the death toll may well have been lower," said Tricia Barnett, director of Tourism Concern, which campaigns for sustainable tourism.

Ms Barnett is confident that any rebuilding along the affected coastlines will now be better planned. "Local people recognise the opportunities that this catastrophe has opened up for everyone to benefit from sustainable tourism," she said.

Isabelle Louis, director of the Worldwide Fund for |Nature's Asia Pacific programme, which helped compile the Unep report, said that rebuilding should be as environmentally friendly as possible. WWF is helping to ensure supplies of sustainable timber for reconstruction and looking at improving waste disposal and energy provision and providing opportunities for local people.
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Xinhua General News Service

February 25, 2005 Friday 8:00 AM EST

HEADLINE: UNEP meeting held in Kenya calls for actions on heavy metals

BODY:


Delegates from nearly 140 countries at a United Nations environmental meeting held here on Friday called for actions taken to reduce the health and environmental risk from mercury, a heavy metal linked with a wide range of medical problems.

Delegates attending the 23rd Session of United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) Governing Council and the Global Ministerial Environment Forum asked the UN agency to conduct a study on the amounts of mercury being traded and supplied around the world.

Mercury, a heavy metal linked with effects such as damages to the nervous system of babies, is used in products such as fluorescent light bulbs, dental fillings and thermometers. 

The delegates also called for actions to improve the communication of the risks of mercury to vulnerable groups including pregnant mothers.

The over 1,000 delegates representing nearly 140 governments agreed to develop partnerships between governments, international organizations, non-governmental organizations and private sectors to reduce mercury pollution with the first pilot projects to be in place by September this year.

They also agreed to review the success of the new programs in fighting mercury pollution in two years time.

Progress on control of two other heavy metals was also discussed on Friday with the UNEP requested to conduct a global assessment of cadmium and lead transport. The delegates wanted to better understand how the two heavy metals move through the atmosphere, seas and rivers in order to establish whether action at a global level is needed to address the health and environmental effects.

"At the start of this Governing Council I called on governments and delegates to take responsibility for the global environment in order to meet the UN Millennium Development Goals such as poverty, water and health," said Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's executive director.

"I think we can say that they did this, pushing forward on a wide range of fronts including heavy metals, water and sanitation, gender and scientific assessment of this ever changing world," he added.

The 23rd Session of United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) Governing Council and the Global Ministerial Environment Forum is being held in Nairobi from February 21 to 25. 
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Gulf Daily News

Bid to restore Iraqi wetlands 

HIGH-LEVEL regional environmental officials will meet in Bahrain today to discuss ways of restoring the marshlands of Southern Iraq, which were drained by former Iraqi president Saddam Hussain after the 1991 Gulf War.

The meeting is a joint effort organised by the Regional Organisation for the Protection of the Marine Environment and the Geneva-based United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). Also taking part is the Marine Emergency Mutual Aid Centre, based in Bahrain.

The Iraqi marsh is considered by many to be the cradle of civilisation. For more than 5,000 years the Marsh Arab culture thrived in the 8,000-square-miles of wetlands fed by the Tigris and the Euphrates rivers. 

The marshes boasted hundreds of species of birds and fish and periodic flooding created fertile farmlands.

Some scholars believe the flooded, flat plain was an important part of the development of an agriculture-based culture that helped raise civilisation to new heights. The vast marsh was identified by some biblical scholars as the site of the fabled Garden of Eden. But after the Gulf War, Saddam ordered that the marsh be drained to punish the Marsh Arabs, who opposed his rule. 
_____________________________________________________________________________

An Alpine Ski Resort Aims to Leave No Tracks

THE future of European ski resorts - or so some environmentalists hope - may well be found in five eight-foot-high white geodesic-dome tents perched 5,600 feet up a mountain in the Swiss Alps. 

Accessible only on foot or on skis, and anchored to wooden platforms, these one- and two-person insulated tents are designed to leave absolutely no trace when they're pulled up in the spring. They have no plumbing or electricity, but each has a highly efficient wood stove. They're grouped around a restored 19th-century farmhouse that has a solar shower and generator-powered electricity for just a few hours each day. 

But a trip to Whitepod, as this collection of tents is known, hardly means roughing it. Guests sleep in their "pods" on full-size beds, snuggled into sheepskin rugs and brushed cotton duvets, and sated on local wines, cheeses and produce like hand-gathered morels. Each pod has a wide clear vinyl front window with an unobstructed view south toward Mont Blanc. 

Huddling under a duvet in a pod in the late afternoon, as the wood stove throws off a flickering light, and the east faces of the mountains glow pink with the setting sun, can be infinitely more satisfying (and romantic) than anything any four-star hotel can deliver. 

Whitepod, (41-79) 744 62 19 or at www.whitepod.com, is near Villars, Switzerland, an old-fashioned family-style ski resort southwest of Lake Geneva. Laced with streams, dotted with pines and ringed by the jagged tops of higher mountain ranges, including Mont Blanc, the tallest in the Alps, it's a quintessential Alpine ski spot. 

But this resort is also on the front lines of the climate change that is threatening ecosystems (and winter tourism) throughout the mountain range. Some studies suggest that resorts at the altitude of Villars (about 4,000 feet) will no longer be sustainable ski areas in as little as 30 years, as warming temperatures limit snowfall. Visitors in early January found just a few traces of a Christmas snowfall, with many slopes dotted with bare patches. 

It's not that Villars never gets the huge dumps of powder that skiers crave - it's just that most of the snow now falls in late January and February, rather than all through the winter months, as it did just decades ago. The phenomenon is widespread throughout the Alps, and scores of small, family-run resorts in lower altitudes have shut in recent years as visitors fled to spots higher in the mountains, or areas with all-around snowmaking, or towns with alternative attractions to skiing. 

According to a United Nations Environment Program study, the snowline in the Alps could rise as much as 1,000 feet during this century. Resorts that are only 200 yards below Whitepod's altitude including the lower slopes of Villars, may no longer have enough snow to be viable ski areas in 30 to 50 years, the report said. 

Efforts to encourage ski areas to adapt to less snow by finding other ways to draw visitors have encountered tough going in the Alps, according to the idea's proponents. Generally, big ski area operators have adapted to warming temperatures by purchasing more snow guns to make snow when the mercury drops at night, a decision that some critics say just creates more environmental problems, such as freshwater consumption and hard-packed snow that may slow the spring growth of some plants.

In fact, even as the green-skiing movement in the United States has progressed, some resorts in the Alps seem to be going completely in the other direction. Switzerland's most famous resort, Davos, is in the throes of a controversial building plan that includes a 26-story hotel and condominium that will be built hundreds of feet higher than the village, next to Der Zauerberg, the site of the sanitarium in Thomas Mann's "Magic Mountain." 

Part of Whitepod's raison d'être is to create an alternative reason for tourists to come to the region. Billed as a place for hip eco-tourism, the camp has drawn a whirlwind of attention and a slew of city-dwelling guests since it opened this winter, as much for its modish good looks and luxury touches as for its environmentally friendly stance. 

Arriving at Whitepod means escaping your ordinary life in stages. When my boyfriend, Paul, and I went in January, the taxi drive from the Geneva airport skirted the north shore of Lake Geneva and whisked us through increasingly breathtaking scenery - past the lakeside towns of Vevey and Montreux, then into the mountains on a steep, winding and mainly guardrail-free road fringed with farms and vineyards. 

At the top of the road was the village of Bretaye, at the foot of the slopes of Villars, where the owner of Whitepod, Sophia de Meyer, greeted her visitors. (The only other person there during our two nights was a lawyer from London.) Ms. de Meyer, who grew up in the area, turned her back on a career in corporate law in London to return home to open Whitepod. She cheerfully ushered those of us without skis into a rental shop, then onto a train up the mountain. 

At about three-quarters of the way up the rail line, we debarked, leaving behind skis and luggage to be picked up by snowmobile, and set off on foot for camp, ski poles in hand. After 20 minutes of slippery but hardly treacherous walking, we were seated in the late afternoon sun behind Whitepod's farmhouse, drinking tea and munching thin waffle cookies made by the resident chef, Camille Erbetta.

The pods, we soon learned, are surprisingly spacious inside, with room for an armchair and a bleached pine vanity, and pleasantly warm even as night falls. They're also fully outfitted with oil lamps, slippers, a neat stack of dry wood and an I-pod with tunes ranging from Britpop to Barry White. The entrance zips closed, shutting out any hint of a breeze. 

Rates at Whitepod, $474 a person a night at 1.2 Swiss francs to the United States dollar, with a two-night minimum, include all meals, ski passes, guides and transfers to and from Geneva's airport.

Dinners at Whitepod are made of locally obtained meats, cheese and vegetables, and served in the candlelit farmhouse kitchen, at a table with other guests. They're accompanied by local wines, which are a pleasant surprise, like Le Caviste, a vaguely citrusy white from the nearby village of Ollon. 

After our first dinner, we pulled on cold-weather gear for an evening snowshoe expedition. Thickets of stars hung overhead as we headed breathily up the hill. The only other noise was the squeaky crunch of the snowshoes on the ground, and the combination of moonlight, wine and the occasional shooting star gave the whole walk a dreamlike quality. As we headed back, I saw the constellation Orion hanging directly over our pod, brighter and more distinct than I have ever seen it. A night's sleep involved the occasional foray from under the covers to put another log into the wood stove. (Yes, the farmhouse is equipped with two toilets, but it's a cold walk outside.) 

The early morning sun peeking over the jagged edges of the Alps found its way through the pod's small circular side windows. Wheeling flocks of small black birds flew overhead, casting flickering momentary shadows inside the tent. They were enchanting, but over breakfast, we learned they are a variety of finch that until recently was only seen much farther north, and traditionally migrated south for the winter. 

After a breakfast of eggs, muesli, pancakes and fresh juice, Ms. de Meyer, a former ski instructor, leads our small group straight from the front door on our skis, for a full day of crisscrossing Villars. Many of its intermediate slopes are open despite the lack of snow cover. The still-melting snow is by turns slick and slushy, but poor snow conditions are offset by the unseasonably comfortable temperatures and sunny skies. 

Ms. de Meyer said that despite Whitepod's popularity, her attempts to get Villars resort officials to eschew snowmaking and push sports like snowshoeing instead have met with little enthusiasm. "Mostly they feel that the market is a skiing market, and that a lot of investment has already been put into ski resorts, so why spend time and money looking into an alternative," she said. 

Skidding across the muddy slopes of Villars in January, it's hard not to agree that Ms. de Meyer's approach might be more on target.
  
Agence France Presse
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TITRE: Les USA contre la transformation du PNUE en "Agence" de l'Onu

ORIGINE-DEPECHE: NAIROBI 25 fév

TEXTE-ARTICLE:


Les Etats-Unis ont exprimé à Nairobi leur opposition à une proposition franco-allemande visant à modifier le statut du Programme des Nations unies pour l'environnement (PNUE) pour en faire une "Agence" de l'organisation mondiale, a-t-on appris vendredi de sources diplomatiques américaine et française.

La transformation du PNUE en "Agence" lui donnerait davantage de pouvoirs et de moyens budgétaires. Les Etats membres de l'Onu devraient en effet y contribuer obligatoirement, et non, comme à présent, sur la base du volontariat. 

"Nous avons eu nos discussions avec les Français et les Allemands et nous comprenons leur point de vue. Malheureusement, pour l'instant, nous ne partageons pas ces vues", a déclaré vendredi à l'AFP Claudia McMurray, une responsable de la délégation des Etats-Unis à la 23ème réunion annuelle du conseil d'administration du PNUE dans la capitale kényane.

"Nous pensons que le PNUE constitue le forum approprié et qu'il accomplit un très bon travail en réunissant les pays sur les questions environnementales", a-t-elle ajouté.

Des entretiens bilatéraux ont eu lieu entre les délégations des Etats-Unis et de la France pendant cette réunion à Nairobi, a-t-on confirmé de source diplomatique française.

Le ministre français de l'Ecologie et du Développement durable, Serge Lepeltier, venu participer aux travaux de Nairobi qui incluaient une réunion interministérielle, avait expliqué à l'AFP sur place que le projet défendu par Paris visait à "renforcer" le PNUE en lui donnant davantage de moyens.

"Une Agence et un Programme de l'Onu ne sont pas la même chose. Il est nécessaire, aujourd'hui, de coordonner tous les accords internationaux déjà signés sur l'environnement: il y en a plus de 200, contradictoires parfois. Or, les attributions du PNUE n'incluent pas cette mission de coordination", avait-il expliqué.

"Il faut aussi coordonner des actions, une réflexion pour l'avenir, comme l'Organisation mondiale de la santé, l'Organisation des Nations unies pour l'alimentation et l'agriculture (FAO) ou l'Organisation mondiale du commerce (OMC). Là encore, ce n'est pas dans le cadre de la mission du PNUE", avait-il poursuivi.

"La santé, l'alimentation et le commerce ont leur propre Agence, dotée d'autorité et de moyens dont le PNUE ne dispose pas, et il s'agit donc de hisser l'environnement à leur niveau", avait-il conclu.
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TITRE: Les Etats-Unis obtiennent le report d'un traité anti-rejets de mercure (PAPIER GENERAL)

ORIGINE-DEPECHE: NAIROBI 25 fév

TEXTE-ARTICLE:


Les Etats-Unis ont obtenu le report de l'ouverture de négociations officielles en vue d'un traité mondial interdisant les rejets de mercure dans l'air, lors d'une réunion internationale sur l'environnement à Nairobi, a-t-on appris vendredi de sources diplomatiques.

L'opposition américaine à ce projet, soutenu par plusieurs gouvernements, notamment au sein de l'Union européenne (UE), a suscité "un débat passionné", selon ces mêmes sources, lors de la réunion du Conseil d'administration du Programme des Nations-unies pour l'environnement (PNUE), clôturée vendredi dans la capitale kényane.

Faute de donner suite à ce projet, la réunion s'est soldée par un appel à des partenariats volontaires entre secteurs public et privé pour la réduction des émissions de mercure, comme les Etats-Unis le souhaitaient. 

"Les Etats-Unis se sont vigoureusement opposés à un traité introduisant des contraintes légales, et ont fait en sorte d'en repousser le projet à la prochaine session du Conseil d'administration du PNUE", a expliqué un diplomate qui avait suivi les débats.

"Les Etats-Unis n'aiment pas les traités contraignants", a renchéri un autre diplomate, s'exprimant, comme le premier, sous couvert de l'anonymat.

"Ils ont horreur de la bureaucratie en général et ils craignent qu'une telle initiative n'affaiblissent leurs industries", a-t-il ajouté.

Les centrales thermiques au charbon et les mines artisanales d'argent et d'or constituent les principales sources du mercure contenu dans l'air, le sol et les cours d'eau, selon une étude menée en 2003 par le PNUE. L'étude recommandait la prise de mesures afin de réduire cette concentration de mercure.

Depuis, plusieurs gouvernements, dont ceux de pays membres de l'UE, ont appelé à l'adoption d'une législation visant à interdire les rejets de mercure, substance qui peut causer des lésions cérébrales sur les foetus et les enfants en bas âge, ou affecter leur système nerveux.

"Nous réalisons tous qu'il s'agit d'un réel problème et qu'il nous faut agir dès que possible", a déclaré à Nairobi la ministre suédoise de l'Environnement, Viveca Bon.

Mais les Etats-Unis, dont une part importante de l'électricité est produite par des centrales thermiques au charbon, ont fait valoir que des études préliminaires étaient encore nécessaires avant l'ouverture de négociations sur un traité, et ont proposé l'alternative du partenariat.

"Nous sommes venus ici en établissant clairement que nous voulons entreprendre une action immédiate dans ces partenariats, et que nous voulons reporter la décision d'un instrument législatif contraignant jusqu'à ce que nous disposions des résultats de ces partenariats", a expliqué à l'AFP la responsable de la délégation des Etats-Unis à la réunion du PNUE, Claudia McMurray.

"Les Etats-Unis ont avancé cette idée et nous sommes très satisfaits d'avoir pu convaincre les autres pays qu'il s'agit de la direction crédible pour aller de l'avant", a-t-elle ajouté.

Mme McMurray a rejeté les reproches selon lesquels les Etats-Unis n'interviendraient pas suffisamment contre les émissions de mercure, en rappelant qu'ils les avaient réduites de 45% depuis 1999, et que de nouvelles réglementations contraignant à une réduction de 70% des émissions des centrales thermiques au charbon allaient entrer en vigueur prochainement.

La réunion de Nairobi a appelé les gouvernements à ouvrir des partenariats avec l'industrie pour la réduction des émissions de mercure et à promouvoir la prise de conscience du danger couru par les populations vulnérables. Elle a également demandé au PNUE une étude globale sur la présence de mercure dans le monde.

bkb/mvl/gv/cls/mr eaf

DATE-CHARGEMENT: 26 février 2005

Bottom of Form

Top of Form

[image: image20.wmf]



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image21.wmf]



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image22.wmf]

This is the first te



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image23.wmf]

1



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image24.wmf]

tccspec



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image25.wmf]

_tscspec



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image26.wmf]

selectedText,doc



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image27.wmf]

V-WA-A-W-VCU



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image28.wmf]

19



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image29.wmf]

FULL



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image30.wmf]

11



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image31.wmf]



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image32.wmf]



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image33.wmf]

818d951e-8947-1



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image34.wmf]

_form%a4bool%a



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image35.wmf]

%a3forever%a6p



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image36.wmf]

dGLbVtz-zSkAV



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image37.wmf]

ac66c78a76165d


____________________________________________________________________________________
Les Echos 

25 février 2005

TITRE: Eskom propose un gigantesque projet hydro-électrique sur le Congo

AUTEUR: M. A.

TEXTE-ARTICLE:


La société sud-africaine Eskom a annoncé hier qu'elle avait conçu un gigantesque complexe hydro-électrique sur le fleuve Congo d'un montant de 50 milliards de dollars pour fournir du courant à bas prix à 13 pays africains. Le projet, d'une capacité de production électrique de 40.000 mégawatts, a été présenté à la conférence du Programme des Nations unies pour l'environnement (PNUE), et Eskom cherche un financement pour ce projet auprès des gouvernements des pays d'Afrique australe et des organisations multilatérales telles que la Banque mondiale. Sa réalisation en République démocratique du Congo pourrait prendre une décennie.
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taz, die tageszeitung

26. Februar 2005

ÜBERSCHRIFT: Gegen Quecksilber; in kürze UN BESCHLIESST AKTIVITÄTEN

TEXT:


in kürze 

UN BESCHLIESST AKTIVITÄTEN

Das Umweltprogramm der Vereinten Nationen will in den kommenden zwei Jahren stärker gegen den weltweiten Handel mit dem Umweltgift Quecksilber vorgehen. Der Verwaltungsrat habe sich auf eine Untersuchung verständigt, sagte Unep-Direktor Töpfer gestern zum Abschluss des Umweltgipfels am Sitz der UN in Nairobi. (epd)

UPDATE: 25. Februar 2005

____________________________________________________________________________________

General-Anzeiger (Bonn)

ÜBERSCHRIFT: Somalia steht vor der Katastrophe nach der Katastrophe: UMWELT: Der Tsunami vom Dezember wirbelte achtlos versenkten Giftmuell vom Meeresboden auf

AUTOR: Von unserem Korrespondenten Frank Raether

GÄSTE: JOHANNESBURG.

HIGHLIGHT:
Somalia steht vor der Katastrophe nach der Katastrophe UMWELT Der Tsunami vom Dezember wirbelte achtlos versenkten Giftmuell vom Meeresboden auf Von unserem Korrespondenten Frank Raether JOHANNESBURG. Radioaktive Abfaelle und Giftmuell haben im somalischen...

TEXT:
JOHANNESBURG.

Radioaktive Abfaelle und Giftmuell haben im somalischen Kuestengebiet von Hobyo und Warsheik zu Hautentzuendungen, Mundbluten und Durchfall gefuehrt. Es soll auch bereits zu Todesfaellen gekommen sein. Die Tonnen und Container mit den gefaehrlichen Stoffen, so alarmierte die UNO-Umweltbehoerde (UNEP), waren vom Tsunami im Dezember an Land geschwemmt und durch die Wucht der Wellen geoeffnet worden. Das genaue Ausmass der Katastrophe laesst sich noch nicht abschaetzen, da aufgrund der Unsicherheit im Buergerkriegsland bisher die Expertengruppe der UNEP nicht dorthin reisen konnte. Die bisherigen Informationen kommen von UNO- und Nichtregierungs-Organisationen, die dort aktiv sind. 

Seit den 80er Jahren ist Somalia, das sich weder der Basler Konvention ueber die Kontrolle von Giftmuell noch der Bamako-Konvention, die den Import gefaehrlicher Stoffe in Afrika verbietet, angeschlossen hat, zu einer Abfallhalde der Industrielaendern geworden. Eine derartige "Entsorgung" kostet 2,50 Dollar pro Tonne, waehrend fuer eine ordnungsgemaesse Lagerung in Europa 250 Dollar zu bezahlen waeren. Anfangs hatte die Regierung Barre damit noch Geld gemacht. Seit dem Sturz Barres 1991 und dem anschliessenden Buergerkrieg, der Somalia seitdem regierungslos liess, nutzen viele diese Wirren. Ohne jedes Entgelt und ohne Kontrolle werfen sie ihre Giftfracht mit Schwermetallen sowie Krankenhausabfaellen und auch radioaktivem Material einfach vor der Kueste ins Wasser. Nach UNO-Angaben gibt es 15 Konzentrationspunkte von Giftmuell in Somalia, davon zehn an der Kueste.

Der Tsunami, der in Somalia etwa 300 Todesopfer forderte und Zehntausende Menschen obdachlos machte, spuelte auch die Container an Land und brach viele von ihnen auf. Die Flutwelle traf in Somalia vor allem den 650 Kilometer langen Kuestenstreifen zwischen Hafun und Garacad. In einigen Gebieten soll durch die Schwermetalle bereits das Grundwasser betroffen sein. Der Wind trieb giftige Gase bis zu zehn Kilometer weit ins Land hinein. Trockener Husten und Luftroehrenentzuendungen wurden dort bereits registriert.

Noch voellig ungeklaert sind die kuenftigen Folgen der Vergiftung. Das Gebiet ist reich an Fischen, die - sofern mit Schwermetallen oder Uran verseucht - nun das Leben von Zehntausenden Kuestenbewohnern, fuer die Fisch die Hauptnahrung ist, langfristig bedrohen koennen.



UPDATE: 26. Februar 2005

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Swissinfo, 26/02/05

Philippe Roch, Chef der Schweizer Delegation in Nairobi, zeigt sich mit den Ergebnissen der UNO-Konferenz der Umweltminister zufrieden.

Im Zentrum der einwöchigen Veranstaltung standen die Wechselwirkung zwischen Armut und Umwelt wie auch der Schutz der Trink-Wasserreserven.

"Wir verabschiedeten ein Dokument, in dem eine enger Zusammenhang zwischen Umweltschutz und Armutsbekämpfung hervorgehoben wird", erklärte Philippe Roch gegenüber swissinfo. Erstmals habe die Ministerkonferenz des UNO-Umweltprogramms (UNEP) eine so klare Botschaft über diese Wechselwirkung verabschiedet, sagte der Chef des Bundesamts für Umwelt, Wald und Landschaft (BUWAL) weiter. 

Eine gesunde Umwelt werde künftig als Basis für Entwicklung betrachtet. In Nairobi hätten im Gegensatz zu früheren Jahren auch die Entwicklungsländer damit argumentiert. "Viele dieser Länder haben realisiert, wie sehr ihre Zukunft von der Qualität ihrer Umwelt und von dem vernünftigen Einsatz ihrer natürlichen Ressourcen abhängt", so Roch weiter.

Schwerpunkt Wasserpolitik

Die Schweizer Delegation setzte sich an der Konferenz in Nairobi insbesondere für die Stärkung der internationalen Wasserpolitik ein. Die weltweite Verschmutzung und Verknappung von Süsswasser ist laut Roch eine der wichtigsten umweltpolitischen Herausforderungen dieses Jahrhunderts. 

"Unsere Botschaft ist auf fruchtbaren Boden gefallen. Die UNEP will sich in den kommenden Jahren stärker für den Zugang zu sauberem Trinkwasser einsetzen", erklärte Roch. Ägypten etwa, das bisher Vorbehalte gegen eine Internationalisierung der Wasserpolitik geltend gemacht habe, zeige sich vermehrt gesprächsbereit.

Vom Programm zur Organisation

Weitere Anliegen der Schweiz betrafen den organisatorischen Bereich. Die Rolle des Umweltprogramms UNEP soll dabei gestärkt werden. Mittelfristig werde aus dem Programm eine eigentliche UNO-Unterorganisation hervorgehen, sagte Roch.

Einstweilen hätten viele Staaten ihre Beiträge ans UNEP erhöht. Die Schweiz hat dies nicht getan - sie zählt aber mit einem Beitrag von rund 3,5 Mio. Franken für 2005 zu den wichtigsten Beitragszahlerinnen. Insgesamt beläuft sich das UNEP-Budget für die nächsten zwei Jahre auf 160 Mio. Franken.

___________________________________________________________________________________

Wienweb.at  22/02/05

Klimawandel

Nährboden für neue und alte Krankheiten

Der Klimawandel begünstigt die Ausbreitung alter und neuer Infektionskrankheiten. Das geht aus dem am Montag in Nairobi vorgestellten Jahrbuch des Umweltprogramms der Vereinten Nationen (UNEP) hervor. 

Grund dafür sind die steigenden Temperaturen, von denen alle von Stechmücken übertragene Krankheiten wie Malaria oder das Dengue-Fieber profitieren. Sie können sich besonders gut vermehren. Der Klimawandel sorgt auch dafür, dass Krankheitsüberträger neue Gebiete besiedeln. Ebenfalls eine Rolle spielt der Rückgang natürlicher Lebensräume, der Tiere in bewohnte Gebiete treibt. 

Auf diese Weise können Viren über Haustiere wie Schweine auf den Menschen übertragen werden. Andere Faktoren, die die Ausbreitung von Infektionskrankheiten vorantreiben, sind laut UNEP der zunehmende internationale Reiseverkehr oder die Globalisierung des Handels. (mg)
___________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

2004 Natural Disasters Death Toll Doubles - Insurer

GERMANY: February 28, 2005

FRANKFURT - Natural catastrophes killed over 180,000 people in 2004, twice as many as in 2003, with an economic cost of $145 billion, German reinsurance giant Munich Re said in its annual review of disasters on Thursday.

Of the $145 billion loss last year, insured losses were around $44 billion, of which $40 billion was due to destructive hurricanes in the Caribbean and the United States and typhoons in Japan.

In comparison, the economic loss due to the South Asian tsunami was lower but the human cost far higher.

"According to official sources, the catastrophe triggered by a magnitude 9.0 earthquake claimed the lives of over 170,000 but, in view of the large numbers of people still missing, there are fears that the figure will exceed 250,000," Munich Re, the world's biggest reinsurer, said in a statement.

Current estimates put the overall economic loss from the Tsunami at over $10 billion, the insured loss at around $1-2 billion, and the Munich Re Group's burden at less than $100 million, it said.

Munich Re said extreme weather events were the main source of destruction and financial loss last year and may be linked to global warming.

"These events are further evidence that a correlation between global warming and the considerable rise in the number of extreme weather events is becoming increasingly plausible," Peter Hoeppe, head of Geo Risks Research at Munich Re, said in the statement.

"The insurance industry must adjust the scope and price of its insurance covers to the growing risk," he added.

In addition to the unusually large number of hurricanes and typhoons last year, there were also cyclones in parts of the Atlantic where they are not typical, the company said.

Despite the sharp jump in the number of lives lost in 2004, the number of natural catastrophies analysed, at 650, was no higher than the average of the last 10 years, it added.
____________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Tsunami Recovery Long, Slow and Expensive - UN 
INDONESIA: February 28, 2005

BANDA ACEH - Two months after the Asian tsunami, some 200 bodies a day are being found, but local people and aid workers are starting to turn toward long-term recovery, a top United Nations official said on Friday. 

UN Assistant Secretary General Hafiz Pasha also told Reuters in an interview the world community needed to stay focused on how to meet an estimated $10 billion to $12 billion recovery cost for the tsunami-hit Indian Ocean area. 
Pasha, Director of the UN Development Programme (UNDP) Regional Bureau for Asia and the Pacific, was in Aceh as part of a two-week visit to tsunami-affected countries assessing the aid process and the move from emergency support to reconstruction. 

"There's a lot of cleaning up of the rubble that needs to be done. They're still finding dead bodies," he said after visiting refugee camps and the Indonesian city of Banda Aceh devastated by the Dec. 26 earthquake and the tsunami it triggered. 

"The fact that every day two months down the road when you dig through the debris and the rubble you find almost 200 bodies in Aceh is really very telling," he said. 

The tsunami laid waste huge areas of Banda Aceh, Aceh's provincial capital, and other cities and towns on Aceh's coast. It killed at least 123,938 people. Another 112,319 are still missing and nearly 401,000 homeless. Much of the coastal infrastructure was destroyed. 

But, Pasha said: "We have seen people go back and try to salvage whatever they could and bring back some semblance of shelter" and show entrepreneurial spirit, building their own extensions to refugee camps where, for example, "somebody's started doing repair of motorcycles. It's just incredible." 

In the Indian Ocean region as a whole, the toll of dead and missing is more than 305,200, according to the latest data. 

Both Aceh, which accounts for almost all damage in Indonesia, and Sri Lanka are now "in a kind of transition from the relief to the recovery stage," said Pasha, who visited the Maldives and Sri Lanka before coming to Aceh. 

He said he hoped that transition could be completed in a few weeks and work be concentrated on the recovery process, expected to take three to five years for Sri Lanka and five years for Aceh, the hardest hit areas in the region. 

Recovery costs could run at the top of, or in excess of, previous estimated ranges of $4.5 billion to $5 billion for Aceh and $1.5 billion to $1.6 billion for Sri Lanka, and at $10 billion to $12 billion for the region as a whole, Pasha said. 

He said he hoped world attention would not fade and said that while financial support has been adequate for the relief stage, "increasingly as we move to the recovery and reconstruction stages I think it will be an issue of resources ... particularly when we look at the next two to five years." 

On government proposals in Sri Lanka and Indonesia to prevent people from living as close to the sea as they had before the disaster, Pasha said he appreciated the safety concerns of the governments, but "it is extremely important that the people are not in any sense forced into taking such a decision". 

From a human rights point of view it would be better to offer them incentives to relocate, he said. 


Story by Jerry Norton 
_______________________________________________________________________________
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UN or UNEP in the news

US criticised for diluting UNEP agreement on Mercury
Deepika, India, New Delhi, Feb 27 (UNI) Environmental NGOs across the world have criticised the US for hijacking the agenda at the UNEP agreement for reducing global mercury pollution and expressed apprehension that diluted agreement may result in poisonous mercury waste being dumped in developing nations.
At the UNEP Governing Council meeting yesterday, Environmental Ministers from around the world agreed upon several important steps to reduce global mercury pollution and recommended actions that individual countries could take, trade and release and more research on supply, demand and trade. 
http://www.deepikaglobal.com/ENG3_sub.asp?ccode=ENG3&newscode=94153 

US blocks plans on UN environment body

ABC Online – Australia, 26 February 2005 - The United States has blocked attempts to up the status of the United Nations' environmental arm and to launch formal talks on an European Union (EU)-backed treaty to ban mercury, which is linked to serious ailments in pregnant women and children, diplomats say. 

At a week-long forum in the Kenyan capital Nairobi, the US criticised a French-German proposal that would have turned the UN Environment Program (UNEP) into a full-fledged United Nations agency with stronger powers and a bigger budget. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/200502/s1311635.htm 

World: UN environmental agency to study mercury supply in bid to curb health risks

Keralanet, Friday, February 25, 2005 - [World News]: The United Nations environmental agency was asked today to conduct a study on the amounts of mercury being traded and supplied around the world in an effort to reduce the health and environmental risks from the heavy metal that has been linked with a wide range of medical problems, including neurological damage to babies.
…“At the start of this Governing Council I called on Governments and delegates to take responsibility for the global environment in order to meet the UN Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) on issues such as poverty, water and health,” UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said, referring to the goals of curbing a host of social ills by 2015. 
“I think we can say that they did this, pushing forward on a wide range of fronts including heavy metals, water and sanitation, gender equality and scientific assessments of this ever-changing world,” he added.
http://www.keralanext.com/news/indexread.asp?id=128916 

Next UNEP special session to be held in Dubai
NAIROBI, Feb. 25 (Xinhuanet) -- The United Arab Emirates (UAE) is to host the next special session of the United Nations Environment Program's (UNEP) Governing Council in 2006, it was announced here Friday. 
…Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's executive director who is also chair of the Zayed Prize judges, said: "I must wholeheartedly thank the UAE for its kind offer to host our next special session."
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2005-02/25/content_2620972.htm 

UNEP session concludes with strategic plan endorsed
NAIROBI, Feb. 25 (Xinhuanet) -- The 23rd session of United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) Governing Council on Friday approved Bali Strategic Plan for Technology Support and Capacity Building at the end of the meeting.
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2005-02/26/content_2621378.htm 

Hydropower can be as harmful as coal burning: 
New Kerala, India, [World News]: Edinburgh, Feb 25 : Hydroelectric power can be just as damaging to the environment as burning of fossil fuels and may even contribute to global warming, according to new research. 
Scientists at the Geneva-based Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change - set up by the World Meteorological Organisation and the UN Environment Programme - say the benign image of hydro power as the non-polluting alternative to coal-fired and nuclear power stations is false.
http://news.newkerala.com/india-news/?action=fullnews&id=77587

STATEMENT / ROLE OF THE UNITED NATIONS IN THE WORLD TODAY 
UN `vital to humanity', says Annan 
Bangkok Post, 28 February 2005 - The United Nations has come in for unprecedented criticism in recent times, with allegations of mismanagement, corruption and other scandals exacerbating the divisions that have opened over such things as the war on Iraq.
…The UN cannot expect to survive into the 21st century unless ordinary people throughout the world feel that it does something for them _ helping to protect them against conflict (both civil and international) but also against poverty, hunger, disease and the erosion of their natural environment. And in recent years, bitter experience has taught us that a world in which whole countries are left prey to misgovernment and destitution is not safe for anyone. We must turn the tide against disease and hunger, as well as against terrorism, proliferating deadly weapons, and crime _ starting, urgently, with decisions from the Security Council to end the abominable crimes in Darfur and bring war criminals to international justice.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/28Feb2005_news34.php 

Poor sanitation deadlier than war, terrorism and WMDs: 
New Kerala, India - [World News]: Washington, Feb 25 : Unsafe water and poor sanitary conditions result in the death of 4000 children everyday, thus exercising more negative impact than war, terrorism and weapons of mass destruction (WMDs) combined, states an article published in the recent issue of The Lancet. 
The article is the fifth in a series of papers summarising the key conclusions of the Millennium Project - a three-year independent advisory effort commissioned by UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan to review progress of the Millennium Development Goals (MDG).
http://www.newkerala.com/news-daily/news/features.php?action=fullnews&id=77718 

General Environment News

Haze clears up
Malaysia Star, Malaysia, 27 February 2005 (News update by FLORENCE A. SAMY) - PETALING JAYA: The rain today has cleared up the haze in the Klang Valley, changing its unhealthy air quality levels to moderate. Visibility in most places has also returned to normal. 
As of 1pm today, only Bukit Rambai in Malacca recorded an unhealthy air quality level compared with the 10 locations yesterday, said a Department of Environment operations room spokesman on Sunday. 
http://thestar.com.my/news/story.asp?file=/2005/2/27/latest/21690Hazeclear&sec=latest 
Indonesia targets timber trafficking racket
Asia Times Online, Hong Kong - Feb 25, 2005 (By Bill Guerin) - Indonesia's President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono this week pledged an "integrated crackdown" on military and police personnel and officials from the ministries of forestry and immigration suspected of involvement in the world's biggest timber trafficking racket. 
The crackdown comes hot on the heels of a report by the London-based Environmental Investigation Agency (EIA) and the Indonesian non-governmental organization Telapak that shows that Indonesia, which has the world's worst deforestation rate, is also the world's second-biggest exporter of illegal timber after Russia. The region's booming economic giant, China, has become the world's largest buyer of illegal timber.
http://www.atimes.com/atimes/Southeast_Asia/GB26Ae06.html 
Big Cats Fast Disappearing From Tiger Sanctuaries 
Ranjit Devraj  -  At Sariska National Park, one of India's best known tiger sanctuaries, the search these days is no longer for the feline. Ironically it is for its droppings.

NEW DELHI, Feb 25 (IPS) - Conservationists hope that this will give some indication that a few stray tigers have managed to escape poachers that have virtually decimated the tiger population in this 881 square kilometer national park in western Rajasthan state.
… ''I would not hazard a guess on how old even those two samples actually are,'' a pessimistic sounding Ranjit Talwar, coordinator of World Wide Fund (WWF)'s tiger cell told IPS in an interview. 

''Normally the scat shrivels up and gets eaten by insects but there has been rain in Sariska and this may have re-moisturised the samples,'' he said adding that he was more inclined to go by a complete absence of pugmarks or scratch marks on trees in the sanctuary.
http://www.ipsnews.net/interna.asp?idnews=27618 

In Indonesia, apes dwindle as forests fall
Conservationists battle loggers to save habitat
By Ellen Nakashima, washingtonpost.com, 24 February 2004 - KALIMANTAN PROVINCE, Indonesia - Three men in a canoe drew near swiftly from behind and overtook another canoe carrying a local environmentalist, Bastarin, on a river deep in the wilds of the Borneo rain forest.
… Illegal logging is the greatest threat to the survival of the orangutans, whose native habitats are the Indian Ocean islands of Sumatra, which is part of Indonesia, and Borneo, about 400 miles to the east, which is shared by Indonesia, Malaysia and Brunei. Forest fires, poaching and the conversion of jungle land into palm oil plantations are also contributing to their demise.
http://msnbc.msn.com/id/7027059/ 

Hong Kong covered in fog and smog

ABC Online, Australia - Feb 25, 2005 - A combination of thick fog and heavy smog has halted air and sea movements in Hong Kong and has delayed the arrival of a US Navy aircraft carrier. 

Visibility in the former British colony has been reduced to less than 200 metres.

More than 20 flights to Hong Kong International Airport have been diverted to the Philippines and Taiwan. 

Twenty-two departure flights have been delayed and ferries to China have been cancelled. 

The smog has been caused by a cold humid front moving over southern China and pollution from the Pearl River Delta. 
http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/200502/s1311431.htm 
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Bahrain

Celebrations begin to mark GCC Tree Week

CELEBRATIONS to mark the GCC Tree Week began yesterday at the Muharraq Governorate.

Festivities, organised by the Muharraq Municipal Council and the Muharraq Municipality, will continue at a number of Muharraq schools in addition to the Samaheej Club until tomorrow.

Celebrations include musical performances, plays and speeches, highlighting the importance of planting trees to beautify our surroundings and their importance to the environment. Saplings are also being planted by students at the schools.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=105358&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=27344
BFH project 'won't affect environment'

THE Bahrain Financial Harbour (BFH) project is being developed on ecologically sound grounds, according to a study. 

The project will also give a facelift to Mina Manama, Bahrain's first major port which has long lost a significant part of its commercial effectiveness, said the study prepared by Posford Haskoning Environment Gulf (PHE Gulf).

The Bahrain-based company was assigned to carry out an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) of the project by BFH.

The government has subsequently approved the project on environmental grounds.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=105298&Sn=SPOR&IssueID=27343

Freshwater terrapin species under threat
Loss of habitat and pet shop varieties major reasons

Bahrain’s only freshwater species of terrapin is on the verge of extinction because of loss of habitat and threat from "alien species" in a fast-shrinking habitat, said a leading environmentalist. 

Dr Saeed Abdullah, founder of the Kingdom’s first eco-tourism development office, the Al Reem Environmental Consultation and Eco-tourism, a pioneer in environmental consultation and promoting eco-tourism, said the disappearence of large stretches of the natural habitat of the Bahraini freshwater terrappin, such as the Ain Adhari pool and other freshwater springs around Bahrain had led to a drastic shrinking of the habitat in which the creatures usually thrived.

"The problem is compounded by a lack of regulations in managing the introduction of "alien species" into Bahrain territory by the public," Dr Abdullah said, adding, "These are terrapins bought from pet shops and when the pet owners get tired of them, they take them and release them into pools and other public areas where they breed and crowd out the indigenous species."

Dr Abdullah said a move by Isa Faraj to breed Bahraini freshwater terrapins in Al Areen Wildlife Sanctuary had met with considerable success and made it possible to build up a viable gene-pool of Bahraini terrapins that could re-stock freshwater sources in the Kingdom.

http://www.bahraintribune.com/ArticleDetail.asp
Move to preserve Tubli Bay

CIVIC societies are seeking to transfer illegally reclaimed lands at Tubli Bay to public use. The illegal filling in of the sea and other related crises at the bay will be highlighted during an awareness campaign organised by Al Wefaq Islamic National Society (WINS) on March 11.

WINS’ campaign is being held as part of the efforts of many governmental and non-governmental bodies to preserve Tubli Bay. Similarly, in order to warn violators and to remind citizens about their responsibilities to protect the bay, Manama Municipal Council has erected signboards around the boundaries of the bay, said society high municipal committee secretary Jassim Redha.

He said the campaign that has underlined many activities involving the public and especially the youth will begin at 4 pm opposite Al Ahli Club towards McDonalds. "During the event there’ll be a total five speeches delivered about the conditions of Tubli Bay.

"The opening speech will be given by WINS Chairman Shaikh Ali Salman, the second by Manama Municipal Council Chairman Murtada Bader and others by the Environment Friends Society and other civic associations," said Redha. "There’ll be other activities for the public, like an art gallery and an art competition for children, aged eight to 12 years. The theme of the competition will also be Tubli Bay.

http://www.bahraintribune.com/ArticleDetail.asp
UAE

Expert warns against destabilising salt bed

Warning that destablising the thick salt layer underlying the Gulf region’s rock column through massive urbanisation or nuclear explosion could trigger earthquakes, a seismologist has said research suggested that many recent earthquakes in the region originated in that layer. 

These earthquakes could cause massive loss of human life and damage expensive oil and civilian installations, Dr. Fadhil Sadooni, the head of the UAE University’s Geology Department, said after the conclusion here Thursday of a five-day conference on seismicity, organised by the UAE University.

Large portions of the rocky column in the region rest on thick salt beds called the Hormuz Salt Series that also covers Iran, parts of Pakistan and India, Dr. Sadooni said.

He said the conference, Gulf Seismicity Forum 2005, underlined the need for networking among various monitoring bodies of the region to effectively respond to natural disasters like earthquakes

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2005/february/theuae_february716.xml
Civic body cleans up open space in Sharjah

Civic authorities have cleaned up an open area here in the prime residential Abu Shaghara locality that was being used as a dumping ground for household and commercial waste. 

This followed a report in the Khaleej Times highlighting the environmental hazard of the accumulation of the refuse along with stagnant water. 

“Following the report, we were given instructions by Ahmed Fikri, the Director General of Sharjah Municipality, to immediately clean up the area that poses hazardous consequences not only to the residents of the area but also to the surrounding environment,” said an official source in the municipality.

“The Solid waste section of the civic body immediately inspected the open area, which was a source of annoyance to the residents and removed the old tyres, wooden pieces and other solid wastes,” the source said.

The official said that after removing all the waste materials from the area, the service section of the civic body was also drained away the stagnant water. “We are currently levelling the  ground of the entire area to avoid the accumulation of water, specially in case of heavy rains.”

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2005/february/theuae_february715.xml
Dubai to spend Dh1.730b on irrigation, drainage projects

This year Dubai Municipality will complete the design phase for nine drainage and irrigation projects totalling Dh1.730 billion, Juma Al Fuqaei, Head of the Design Section in the Drainage and Irrigation Department, said. 

The projects are part of the main phase of the general planning of the drainage and irrigation system in the emirate, which is aimed at meeting the ever growing demands of Dubai till 2020, as well as to increase the levels of hygiene in accordance with the it's environmental standards.

Al Fuqaei said that the nine drainage and irrigation projects under design phase in different parts of the emirate are significant since these will meet the emirate's drainage and irrigation requirements even as they increase with the rapid economic expansion and development taking place in Dubai.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2005/february/theuae_february698.xml
Yemen

Sea to Sea Forum recommends disaster warning system

The Sea to Sea Forum, a summit held recently in Cairo by the Regional Organization for the Conservation of the Environment of the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden (PERSGA), recommended a regional disaster warning system to help protect the area. 

On his return from Egypt, Minister of Water & Environment Mohammed L. Al-Eryani said that the forum had assessed the impact of the tsunami that devastated the shores of the Indian Ocean last December.

"The forum recommended the establishment of an early warning system to warn the region of such impending disasters," he said, adding that, “the focus of the forum concentrated on integrated management of the coastal zones and preservation of marine biodiversity."

An international team of experts which visited Yemen recently to assess the impact of tsunami on its shores suggested putting an advanced sensor system in place on Socotra Island on the Indian Ocean.

The team was officially quoted as proposing that the Socotra early warning system be "interlinked with international sensor organizations including PERSGA."

The Red Sea and Gulf of Aden has a unique ecological and cultural environment. It is one of the most important repositories of marine biodiversity in the world, containing an extraordinary range of habitats, such as coral reefs and mangroves, which support a highly rich and diverse ecosystem.

http://www.yobserver.com/news_3955.php
___________________________________________________________________________________
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In the headlines:

• 
Annan condemns murder of nine UN peacekeepers in DR of Congo

• 
West Africa needs funds to head off festering problems, Security Council told

• 
Delegates to review progress in the 10 years since UN women's conference in Beijing

• 
Annan launches wide-ranging search for refugee chief in new transparency policy

• 
UN begins formal inquiry into rape allegations against UN police officers in Haiti

• 
UN team starts probe into assassination of former Lebanese Prime Minister

• 
Annan heads to London next week on a visit headlined by Middle East situation

• 
Two months after tsunami only some UN agencies have received full funding

• 
UN food agency steps up airdrops to Afghans isolated by winter snows

• 
UN-led mass immunization drive across Africa aims to stop resurgence of polio

• 
Preparations for UN information summit move ahead with agreement on development fund

• 
Global funding to stop bird flu becoming human pandemic urged at UN conference

Annan condemns murder of nine UN peacekeepers in DR of Congo 

25 February - Secretary-General Kofi Annan today called on the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) to help the United Nations track down the unidentified militia members who ambushed and murdered nine Bangladeshi peacekeepers serving in the country's remote northeast – the worst-ever attack against the UN's forces in the DRC. 

Condemning the slayings, Mr. Annan offered his condolences to the families of the nine soldiers, who were part of a larger company that had been trying to protect internally displaced persons (IDPs) from harassment by local militias near Kafé in the Ituri district. 

The Secretary-General also stressed that the attack will not deter the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) – one of the world body's largest peacekeeping missions, with almost 14,000 troops – from carrying out its mandate to help advance the nation's peace process. 

UN spokesman Fred Eckhard told the daily briefing in New York that the troops had been on a patrol to camps believed to belong to a local militia that had refused to take part in disarmament and reintegration programmes when they were ambushed and fired upon. 

He said it remains unclear who is responsible for the attack, but MONUC has begun a probe and believes the ambush is a direct response to peacekeepers' attempts in Ituri to prevent militias there from terrorizing civilians, looting their belongings and forcing them to pay illegal taxes. 

Two platoons of UN troops were sent to the area where the peacekeepers were murdered to secure it and to protect the survivors of the ambush. 

Questioned by reporters today, Mr. Annan said he was extremely saddened by the troops' deaths. "They are good peacekeepers, and I am sorry it had to end like this," he said. 

His spokesman also issued a statement calling on the DRC's Transitional Government to "make every effort to find and hold accountable those responsible for this reprehensible and criminal attack." 

MONUC has been operating in the DRC since November 1999, but the country continues to be riven by deadly inter-ethnic violence. About 3.8 million people are estimated to have been killed in the past six years: some of them murdered but many more dead from disease or starvation. Malnutrition is widespread, many schools and hospitals have been destroyed, and parts of the country are considered largely lawless. 

West Africa needs funds to head off festering problems, Security Council told 

25 February - Reforming the security sectors and reintegrating former militia members into their communities in West Africa need funds that have not been forthcoming and the high youth unemployment has created a desperation that could create unrest even in countries that are now calm, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today. 

"The lack of funding for reform of the security sector and, in particular, for the reintegration and rehabilitation phases of DDRR programmes is disturbing, given their central importance," he told a meeting of the Security Council, chaired by Foreign Minister Rogatien Biaou of Benin, to consider his progress report on sub-regional challenges to peace in West Africa. Benin holds the 15-member body's rotating presidency for February. 

"Youth unemployment levels are shockingly high," he added, "and the accompanying desperation carries a real risk of political and social unrest in countries emerging from crisis, and even in those that are currently stable." 

A statement read at the end of the session by Mr. Biaou said the Council "noted with deep concern" the tensions emerging and ongoing in some West African countries over the transfer of power, which might further obstruct efforts to stabilize the sub-region. 

The statement also stressed the need to help West African States to curb illicit cross-border activities, and to take action to address problems, such as youth unemployment, the circulation of small arms and light weapons, security sector reform, drug trafficking and the disarmament, demobilization and reintegration of former combatants. 

Expressing his concern about the perpetuation and proliferation of conflicts in the area, the Secretary-General noted also the rapid growth of the urban population in places where job opportunities are limited and social services inadequate. 

Much also remained to be done to make peaceful constitutional transfers of power the regional norm, he said, calling for maximum restraint from all sides in Togo while efforts continued to end its presidential succession crisis. 

In Togo the death of its long-time President earlier this month led to the accession to power of his son, with retroactive changes to a constitution which originally called for the speaker of parliament to take the presidency and organize nationwide elections within 60 days. 

"Togo, where a clumsy alternation to power was followed by great confusion, is a clear illustration of the fragility of peace and stability in parts of West Africa," the Secretary-General's Special Representative and head of the UN Office for West Africa (UNOWA), Ahmedou Ould-Abdallah, said. 

When "small crises" like Togo's were not addressed promptly and coherently, they could grow bigger and more complicated, as had happened in Côte d'Ivoire, he said. 

Côte d'Ivoire is now divided into two areas: one ruled by the Government, the other held by forces challenging the validity of the last presidential election, with UN-authorized peacekeeping forces controlling the area between them. 

Meanwhile, countries not at war "remain fragile and could be weakened by violence in their neighbourhood," Mr. Ould-Abdallah said. 

"Stronger support from the international community is needed for countries with working democratic processes, such as Ghana and Niger, where free and fair elections have been organized recently," he said. 

UNOWA had worked closely with Ghana when that country chaired the Economic Community for West African States (ECOWAS) and enjoyed a similarly strong relationship with the current chair, Niger, Mr. Ould-Abdallah said. 

More than 20 speakers addressed the Security Council on the situation. 

Delegates to review progress in the 10 years since UN women's conference in Beijing 

25 February - Ten years after the landmark United Nations women's conference in Beijing, hundreds of delegates and thousands of non-governmental organization (NGOs) representatives will meet at the United Nations for nearly two weeks to review the world's progress towards equality for women. 

The review that will take place during the 49th session of the UN Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) will focus on what still needed to be done to turn the Beijing pledges into practice, Commission Chairperson Kyung-wha Kang told a news conference on "Beijing+10"at UN Headquarters in New York. 

Secretary-General Kofi Annan is slated to launch the event on Monday and a three-day high-level plenary session featuring about 80 government ministers and other senior government officials will follow, with a commemoration next Friday of International Women's Day, she said. 

With the meeting marking not only the 10th anniversary of the Fourth World Conference, but also the 30 years since the first summit in Mexico City, the official delegations promised to be large and, in addition, some 6,000 NGO representatives had registered to attend, Ms. Kang said. 

As part of its agenda, the Commission will discuss forward-looking strategies for the advancement of women and girls and prepare for the review in September of the UN Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) of 2000, she said. The MDGs include promoting gender equality and universalizing basic education. 

Asked what she identified as the biggest obstacle to women's advancement, Ms. Kang said, "I don't think we can ever have gender equality if women continue to suffer the many manifestations of violence, domestic or otherwise." 

The framework for the meeting is the Secretary-General's report, based on Government responses to questions about the implementation of Beijing's Platform for Action. It covers female poverty, education, health care, violence against women, armed conflicts, economic opportunities, decision-making positions, human rights, media, the environment, the girl child, and governmental action to achieve gender equality. 

The Special Adviser to the Secretary-General on women's issues, Rachel Mayanja, told the briefing an analysis of the material received from Governments had shown overall progress towards the advancement of women in most regions, but "in some critical areas, that progress had been uneven, or often, much too slow." 

Persistent stereotypes of women and long-time discrimination against them were among the gaps and challenges facing them in all countries, she said. 

The Director of the Division for the Advancement of Women (DAW) in the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA), Carolyn Hannan, said the questionnaires sent to Governments had elicited 143 responses, eight of them after the report had been written. 

A second report to the CSW summarized UN agency efforts to promote gender equality, she said. 

At the World Bank's Poverty Reduction and Economic Management Division, A. Waafas Ofosu-Amaah said earlier this week that in addition to the problem areas already spotlighted, the Bank had been involved in many legal and judicial reform projects, including the question of women's right to own land in many countries "because women's lack of access to land is one of the significant barriers to economic advancement." 

"Land is one of the most productive resources in the world, because it opens up opportunities for women to engage in other activities," she said. 

Annan launches wide-ranging search for refugee chief in new transparency policy 

25 February - A day after United Nations refugees chief Ruud Lubbers stood down amid controversy over alleged sexual impropriety, the world body today announced a far reaching search for a successor, contacting both governments and civil society groups as part of a new transparent approach to recruit the best people as agency heads. 

Secretary-General Kofi Annan is writing to Member States seeking names for a new High Commissioner for Refugees in addition to those emerging from his own consultations, and his Chef de Cabinet, Mark Malloch Brown, is sending a similar letter to major non-governmental organizations (NGOs) involved in refugee issues, spokesman Fred Eckhard told a news briefing in New York. 

"In the letter, the Secretary-General says that he can only be sure of finding the best person for one of the most important jobs in the UN system if the best qualified candidates come forward and are judged against transparent selection criteria," Mr. Eckhard added. 

In outlining some of the necessary criteria, Mr. Annan says he wants someone with a thorough knowledge of refugee issues and of unimpeachable personal and professional integrity. 

He or she must have proven skills in the management of a complex organization and, of course, be an unflinching champion of the cause of refugees, not only by providing for their relief but also by firmly upholding the international principles which entitle them to protection, Mr. Eckhard said. 

Mr. Lubbers yesterday handed over temporary leadership responsibilities for the agency to Deputy High Commissioner Wendy Chamberlin after Mr. Annan welcomed his resignation as being in the best interest of UNHCR, its staff and the refugees it serves. 

Throughout the controversy, Mr. Lubbers vigorously denied the accusations, dismissing them as a campaign of slander. The charges came from a UNHCR staffer who said the 65-year-old former Dutch Prime Minister sexually harassed her during a meeting in December 2003. On Sunday, after Mr. Lubbers submitted his resignation, Mr. Annan said in a statement that while he had accepted legal advice that the original allegations could not be substantiated, "the continuing controversy has made the High Commissioner's position impossible." 

The ninth head of the UNHCR since its establishment in 1951, Mr. Lubbers served since 1 January 2001, when he succeeded Sadako Ogata of Japan. 

UN begins formal inquiry into rape allegations against UN police officers in Haiti 

25 February - A board of inquiry into a Haitian woman's accusation that she was raped last week by two civilian police officers serving with the United Nations peacekeeping mission in the Caribbean country has begun its work. 

UN spokesman Fred Eckhard told reporters today that the board is expected to complete its investigation and then report its findings within the next two weeks. The board has been set up by the UN to investigate the woman's allegations in-depth. 

Two Pakistani police officers serving with the UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) have already been suspended, and, Mr. Eckhard added, they will be repatriated if the board confirms the initial findings of a preliminary probe. That probe found "the incident involved two Pakistani police officers and was a case of prostitution," he said yesterday. 

The UN has instituted a "zero tolerance" policy on sexual liaisons by civilian staff and military troops and police officers during peacekeeping missions. 

The woman has alleged that she was raped on Friday in Gonaïves, a large port city north of the Haitian capital Port-au-Prince. 

UN team starts probe into assassination of former Lebanese Prime Minister 

25 February - The United Nations Mission of Inquiry into last week's assassination of former Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik Hariri began its work today with a meeting with top local officials and a pledge to work "with absolute impartiality and professionalism." 

Peter FitzGerald, a deputy Irish national police commissioner named by Secretary-General Kofi Annan to head the team after the Security Council requested him to report urgently on the circumstances, causes and consequences of the murder, held "warm and constructive meetings" with Interior Minister Suleiman Franjieh and Justice Minister Adnan Addoum to discuss cooperation. He also met with Mr. Hariri's sons. 

"We fully understand the gravity of the task at hand and can assure all concerned that we will work with absolute impartiality and professionalism," he said in a statement before the meetings of the inquiry into the explosion that also killed 14 other people. 

He promised that the team would carry out its mandate in a timely manner. Two other Irish national police officers, Chief Superintendent Martin Donnellan, head of the National Bureau of Investigation, and Superintendent Patrick Leahy, head of the National Support Services joined Mr. FitzGerald in Beirut. 

Mr. FitzGerald said he would soon be joined by colleagues with expertise in law and political affairs. 

Annan heads to London next week on a visit headlined by Middle East situation 

25 February - The situation in the Middle East dominates the agenda of a day-long visit to London next Tuesday by United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan, his second trip to the British capital in a month. 

Mr. Annan will address the London Meeting on Supporting the Palestinian Authority, which is being hosted by the United Kingdom's Prime Minister Tony Blair, on Tuesday morning. 

Later that day in the British capital the Secretary-General will participate in a high-level meeting of the Middle East Quartet, which is comprised of the UN, the European Union, the Russian Federation and the United States. US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov and the EU's High Representative for the Common Foreign and Security Policy Javier Solana will also take part in the talks. 

Mr. Annan is also expected to have a series of bilateral meetings on the margins of the all-day conference, before returning to UN Headquarters in New York. Earlier this month he travelled to London as part of a European tour to discuss UN reform and international security issues. 

The Secretary-General's trip occurs as his Deputy, Louise Fréchette, winds up her visit to the EU today by holding further talks in Brussels with senior officials from the regional organization. 

Ms. Fréchette met with Mr. Solana; Jose Manuel Barroso, President of the European Commission; Louis Michel, Commissioner for Development and Humanitarian Aid; Benita Ferrero-Waldner, Commissioner for External Relations; and Franco Frattini, Vice-President and Commissioner for Justice, Freedom and Security. 

According to UN spokesman Fred Eckhard, their talks focused on the Middle East, Iraq, the Darfur crisis in Sudan, and the situation in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC). 

Next week Ms. Fréchette is scheduled to visit UN peacekeeping missions in Liberia, Sierra Leone, Côte d'Ivoire and Kosovo, where she will meet with senior officials and reinforce Mr. Annan's zero-tolerance message on sexual exploitation and abuse. She is expected to travel to Haiti on a similar visit later this year and eventually tour all the UN peace operations around the world. 

Two months after tsunami only some UN agencies have received full funding 

25 February - Two months after a devastating tsunami wrought havoc on a dozen Indian Ocean countries and sparked an unprecedented outpouring of global relief aid, the United Nations reported today that while some of its agencies have received 100 per cent of their immediate flash appeal requirements, others still remain under-funded. 

Overall aid pledged so far from or through governments, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), business and private sources totals $6.28 billion, according to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), which has overall responsibility for supervising relief for the disaster. The deadly waves killed more than 200,000 people and left up to 5 million more in need of basic services. 

As far as the UN's own Flash Appeal for the first six months after the 26 December tsunami, governments have paid or committed themselves to pay $721 million out of the $979 million sought. 

But while the World Food Programme (WFP) has received all it sought in the appeal and is now feeding 455,000 people in the Aceh region of Indonesia, the worst-hit area, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), which is distributing 10,000 tents in Aceh, remains under-funded. 

Likewise, while the UN Children's Fund (UNICEF), facing an unprecedented devastation in Aceh's education system where one in 10 staff is dead or missing, has received all it sought, the same is not so for the UN Development Programme (UNDP), which is seeking to bring hospitals back on line and provide work, among other tasks. 

As overall funding now stands according to a list complied by OCHA, Germany is the largest contributor of humanitarian assistance with $683 million, followed by the Asian Development Bank ($600 million), private donations ($576 million), Japan (about $500 million), European Commission ($494 million), France ($443 million), Australia ($431 million), United States ($354 million) and Canada ($351 million). 

UN food agency steps up airdrops to Afghans isolated by winter snows 

25 February - The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) is stepping up airdrops in Afghanistan in collaboration with the Government and the United States-led coalition in an effort to reach tens of thousands of people isolated by snow in the harshest winter in many years in the mountainous central Asian country. 

Yesterday, 20 tons of food were dropped and there was to be another airdrop today, WFP spokesman Simon Pluess told a news briefing in Geneva. 

“The situation is particularly worrying in central Ghor and southern Zabul provinces, where food is being delivered to 50,000 of the most affected people,” WFP country representative Charles Vincent said yesterday in Kabul, the Afghan capital. “People in affected areas urgently need medicine, blankets and food.” 

Access has been the main problem over the past few weeks, Mr. Pluess said, but WFP managed to reach one of the worst-affected areas by road yesterday and had delivered 25 tons of food. Distribution started today to help some 4,000 people in urgent need. 

According to the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA), more than 210 persons have died from the cold, mostly children. WFP, like other agencies, is very aware of the high risks of flooding once the snow thaws and it has already pre-positioned food in critical areas, Mr. Pluess said. 

Neighbouring Pakistan has also been affected by the harsh weather. The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said the death toll there stood at 486 people and many villages remained cut off by avalanches and landslides. 

Some 140,000 persons remained isolated in the north of Pakistan and many roads were closed, OCHA spokesperson Elizabeth Byrs added. 

The Government had not asked for international aid, but welcomed bilateral and multilateral aid which was coming in. The UN Development Programme (UNDP) and the Pakistan Red Crescent Society have dispatched four trucks of relief items to the districts of Battagram and Shangla in the North West Frontier Province. 

UN-led mass immunization drive across Africa aims to stop resurgence of polio 

25 February - A mass immunization campaign against polio spearheaded by United Nations agencies and their partners started today for 100 million children in 22 countries in the first drive this year to stop the resurgence of the disease, as reports came in of a new case in Ethiopia. 

Polio transmission is usually low at this time of year and the next few months are key to the efforts by Governments, the World Health Organization (WHO), the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and major non-governmental organizations (NGOs) to stamp out the disease. 

Among the countries joining the campaign are four whose campaigns had been set back by civil strife: Côte d’Ivoire, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Eritrea and Ethiopia. 

“By reaching children cut off from the eradication effort by insecurity and the threat of violence, African leaders have a real opportunity to halt polio’s advance,” said Dr. Ezio Murzi of UNICEF. 

In 2003 the leaders of three states in northern Nigeria interrupted their drive against the disease, expressing suspicions about the inoculation made in the West. UN Special Adviser on Africa Ibrahim Gambari persuaded them to use an inoculation made in Indonesia, but Nigeria now accounts for 60 per cent of the cases worldwide and, through genetic studies, the country has been found to be the source of polio’s spread as far away as to Saudi Arabia. 

“Eradication in Africa requires not only reaching all children in the newly-infected areas, but most importantly immunizing every child in those countries which have never interrupted transmission – Nigeria and Niger. It is gratifying to note that both countries are fully committed to the polio eradication drive,” said Dr. Luis Sambo, WHO Regional Director for Africa. 

Sudanese leaders were not only ensuring that children in the newly reconciled north and south were immunized, but had convened a meeting of representatives from nine neighbouring countries to coordinate immunization in border areas, WHO said. 

Preparations for UN information summit move ahead with agreement on development fund 

25 February - Preparations for the second phase of a United Nations summit on information technology wrapped up today after delegates moved forward on the creation of a voluntary fund to help build up sorely needed know-how and infrastructure in developing countries. 

The second Preparatory Meeting of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS), which began on 17 February, reached agreement on a Digital Solidarity Fund (DSF) proposed by President Abdoulaye Wade of Senegal at the Summit's first phase in December 2003 in Geneva. 

According to the UN International Telecommunication Union (ITU), the main organizer of the WSIS, the DSF represents an innovative financial mechanism aimed at transforming "the digital divide into digital opportunities by addressing specific and urgent needs at the local level and by seeking new voluntary sources of 'solidarity' finance." 

The DSF will complement existing funding mechanisms which should continue to be fully utilized to fund the growth of information and communication technology (ICT) infrastructure and services. 

The Fund will be managed by a foundation headquartered in Geneva that decides on the criteria for contributions and on the use of the funds. Currently, 60 per cent of the resources are earmarked for the 50 least developed countries (LDCs), 30 per cent for developing countries and 10 per cent for developed and transition economies. 

In addition to cash and in-kind donations made by private companies, citizens and any other institutions, voluntary gifts can take the form of a 1 per cent contribution on public ICT procurement contracts or through a donation by public authorities. 

A third and final preparatory session is scheduled to be held in September to finalize the details of the Summit, to be held from 16 to 18 November in Tunis, Tunisia. 

Global funding to stop bird flu becoming human pandemic urged at UN conference 

25 February - A United Nations conference on bird flu in Asia today called on the international community to urgently help with hundreds of millions of dollars in financing for “vital changes” needed to prevent the virus from mutating into a global human influenza pandemic, which in a worst-case scenario could claim tens of millions of lives. 

“The virus is still circulating among poultry, ducks and wildlife in the region and continues to pose a serious threat to human health and animals,” the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) said at the end of a three-day regional conference in Ho Chi Minh City, Viet Nam. 

Chief veterinary officers from 28 countries at the meeting, organized by FAO and the 167-member inter-governmental World Animal Health Organization (OIE) in collaboration with the UN World Health Organization (WHO), called on governments in the region and the international community to make the fight against the virus a top priority and to commit more financial resources to national and regional anti-bird flu campaigns. 

Experts agreed that a year after the bird flu crisis, progress has been made in early detection of and rapid response to the disease, which has so far infected more than 50 people, mainly in Viet Nam and Thailand, over three dozen of them fatally, and led to the deaths or culling of nearly 140 million birds. 

There are fewer outbreaks today than were recorded a year ago, but more funds and more vigorous campaigns in affected countries could help control the disease in birds and thus avoid the risk of a global avian influenza pandemic in humans. “As long as the virus continues to circulate among animals, it will remain a threat to humans,” FAO said. 

The so-called Spanish flu pandemic of 1918-20, which is not related to the current virus, is thought to have killed between 20 million and 40 million people worldwide. 

The conference recognized the link between farming systems and the spread of the virus, especially the proximity between farmed chickens and ducks in many backyard households contributing to the circulation of the disease. Movement and marketing of live animals, not controlled by veterinarians, are a major cause for spreading the disease. 

It recommended several strategies to minimize the risk of transmission between species and to therefore protect humans, such as segregation in farm settings of chickens, ducks, and other animals such as pigs and a reduction in contact between these animals and humans. There are between 25 million and 40 million village backyard poultry farmers in Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Thailand and Viet Nam. 

Delegates called on the international community to help with financing these costly but vital changes. More than $100 million would be needed to urgently strengthen animal health services and laboratories to improve virus detection and its ultimate eradication, and several hundred million more dollars for restocking infected poultry and restructuring the whole sector. 

“The bird flu virus does not respect borders and needs a strong regional response,” FAO said. “Without proper funding, these networks will cease their activities within the next six months.” 

UN agency appeals for aid to avoid cutting refugee rations in Rwanda 

25 February - Food rations for 50,000 refugees in Rwanda will be cut by nearly one-third next month unless donors provide another $2.6 million, the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) said today. 

Refugees from the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and Burundi, fleeing unrest and violence, have been pouring into Rwanda over the past year. 

“WFP has done all it can to help the newly arrived refugees. Today we are providing food assistance to 50,000 refugees, 15,000 more than the number we originally targeted,” WFP’s Alix Loriston said. “But without new contributions from the international community, we will no longer be able to provide a complete food ration, putting the health and morale of these refugees in danger.” 

Refugees in the six camps and centres in Rwanda are forbidden to look for jobs and because of “the closed, secluded nature of the camps,” they cannot farm or undertake other income-generating activities, WFP said. 

Meanwhile, the number of malnourished Rwandan children and pregnant and lactating women who must go to supplementary and therapeutic feeding centres has jumped because of cuts in cereal rations last month as poor rainfall affected crops, especially in Kibungo, Umutara, Bugesera and Gikongoro provinces, it said. 

WFP said it feeds 309,000 people in Rwanda, including school children and people infected with HIV. 

The donors to the Rwanda programme last year were the United States, Norway, Denmark, Italy, Germany, Canada, Switzerland, Japan, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Belgium and Finland. 

Renewed war on enduring worldwide racism and xenophobia called for by UN experts 

25 February - Voicing “profound concern” at continuing institutional and large-scale racism and xenophobia worldwide, a panel of experts appointed by United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has called for renewed counter-efforts at the international and national levels, including education and awareness-raising campaigns. 

“The Eminent Experts are determined that their work should follow a humanitarian vision of an 'ethic of human solidarity,’ based on central values of human dignity, respect for diversity and the importance of effective measures for the protection of people,” the five-member panel said at the end of a three-day meeting yesterday in Geneva. 

“The Eminent Experts call on governments, international organizations and civil society to take practical steps to help bridge the gaps between international legislation, resolutions and decisions and the practice of States and societies.” 

They noted that next year will see the holding of the five-year review of the implementation of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action adopted by the 2001 World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance. “It is essential to use this opportunity not only to take stock of achievements and shortcomings, but also to draw a clear perspective for the enhanced implementation of the commitments made at the 2001 World Conference,” they added. 

They called on Member States to allocate adequate resources within their national budgets to counter racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance. 

Meeting with the panel, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Louise Arbour recalled that during her three years as chief prosecutor for the UN war crimes tribunals for the former Yugoslavia and Rwanda, she was confronted with some of the worst excesses of intolerance and injustice and the grossest abuses of the most basic human rights. 

One must never forget the horrendous massacres in Rwanda in 1994, which killed up to 800,000 people, and the massive killings a year later in Srebrenica, Bosnia, where 8,000 Muslim men and boys died, both driven by racial and ethnic intolerance and hatred, she said. Those events reminded the world, in all their brutality, that racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance were not a vanishing phenomenon, and that the need for vigilance was never exaggerated. 

The Independent Eminent Experts are Prince El Hassan bin Talal of Jordan, former Finnish President Martti Ahtisaari, former Tanzanian Prime Minister Salim Ahmed Salim, former Polish Prime Minister Hanna Suchocka, and Edna Maria Santos Roland of Brazil, General Rapporteur of the World Conference against Racism. 

UN environmental agency to study mercury supply in bid to curb health risks 

25 February - The United Nations environmental agency was asked today to conduct a study on the amounts of mercury being traded and supplied around the world in an effort to reduce the health and environmental risks from the heavy metal that has been linked with a wide range of medical problems, including neurological damage to babies. 

Governments attending the UN Environment Programme’s (UNEP) 23rd Governing Council and Global Ministerial Environment Forum in Nairobi, Kenya, agreed to promote “best available techniques” for reducing mercury emissions from chemical factories and other industrial sites. 

An estimated 2,000 tons of mercury is released into the environment each year, mainly from coal-fired power stations, waste incinerators and as a result of artisanal mining of gold and silver. The metal is also used in such products as fluorescent light bulbs, dental fillings and thermometers. 

“At the start of this Governing Council I called on Governments and delegates to take responsibility for the global environment in order to meet the UN Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) on issues such as poverty, water and health,” UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said, referring to the goals of curbing a host of social ills by 2015. 

“I think we can say that they did this, pushing forward on a wide range of fronts including heavy metals, water and sanitation, gender equality and scientific assessments of this ever-changing world,” he added. 

Action is to be taken to improve communication of the risks of mercury to vulnerable groups, including pregnant mothers whose babies may be at risk if they eat too much mercury-contaminated fish or marine mammals such as seals. 

The governments agreed to develop partnerships with international organizations, non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and the private sector to reduce mercury pollution with the first pilot projects to be in place by September this year. 

UNEP was also asked to conduct a global assessment of two other heavy metals, cadmium and lead transport, to help governments better understand how they move through the atmosphere, seas and rivers in order to establish whether action at a global level is needed to address the health and environment effects. 

Cadmium, which is found in products such as batteries, is a known toxin linked with respiratory and gastro-intestinal problems and, in acute cases, kidney and skeletal effects. Lead is linked with a variety of health problems including brain damage in young children and effects on the body's cardiovascular and reproductive systems. 

The United Arab Emirates (UAE) is to host the UNEP Governing Council’s next special session in Dubai, the first time it will be held in the Arab world. 

Alexander the Great, aka Colin Farrell, becomes a general in UN war on hunger 

25 February - The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) has enlisted one of the world’s most famous military strategists, Alexander the Great – aka Irish film actor Colin Farrell – to help lead its war against global hunger, following in the footsteps of arguably the world’s most famous spy, James Bond. 

Mr. Farrell, who as well as playing the title role in the 2004 movie “Alexander” has starred in such films as “A Home at the End of the World” and “Minority Report,” readily agreed to appear in the latest of WFP’s 30-second public service announcements, the agency announced today. He joins such luminaries as 007 – aka Sean Connery – and actresses Penelope Cruz and Rachel Weisz, in plugging for WFP. 

On the heels of the Indian Ocean tsunami, which killed more than 200,000 people in December, Mr. Farrell draws attention to the plight of the hundreds of millions who suffer hunger on a daily basis, often far from the media spotlight. 

“Every week a tsunami rips through poor towns and villages all over the world. It claims 25,000 lives a day, 175,000 a week. It sweeps children from the arms of their mothers, robs hundreds of millions of any hope for the future. That tsunami is hunger,” he says in the TV spot, which has started running worldwide. 

The outpouring of international assistance in the wake of the tsunami disaster has raised concerns about the funding of other less high profile crises elsewhere in the world. WFP noted that donations to its operations in Africa have dropped this year compared to 2004, and has urged a “tsunami response” to its appeals for Africa’s hungry. 

Seeking assistance from famous stars to raise money and public awareness is a well-worn trail for UN agencies. For example, actress Angelina Jolie, Mr. Farrell’s mother Olympias in Alexander, is a Goodwill Ambassador for the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). 

____________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General
We’ll start with a statement on the incidence in the DRC today:

“The Secretary-General strongly condemns the murder of nine United Nations peacekeepers from Bangladesh today during an ambush by unidentified militia groups near Kafé in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) who were part of a company protecting a camp for internally displaced people. 

“He extends his deepest sympathy and condolences to the Government of Bangladesh and the families of the victims, who have sacrificed their lives in the service of peace.

“The Secretary-General calls on the Transitional Government of the DRC to make every effort to find and hold accountable those responsible for this reprehensible and criminal attack.  He reaffirms that this attack will not deter the UN Mission from carrying out its mandate in helping move the peace process forward in the DRC.”

**DRC - Peacekeeper Ambush
These troops were part of a larger group of blue helmets which has been in the area protecting people fleeing harassment by local armed militias, as well as fighting among those militias.  The patrols had been on their way to local camps believed to belong to a militia group which has refused to take part in the disarmament and reintegration process.  Two platoons were sent by helicopter to reinforce the patrols’ survivors and secure the area.

At this stage, it’s unknown who’s responsible for the attack, and the UN Mission in the DRC is investigating.  The Mission believes that the premeditated attack was in response to efforts by peacekeepers to neutralize the militias, which have been terrorizing the local population, in addition to looting and carrying out illegal tax collection.

The Secretary-General was asked about this incident by a reporter today, and he said he was extremely saddened by the loss of the peacekeepers.  He added:  “They are good peacekeepers, and I am sorry it had to end like this.”  He also called on the DRC’s government to work with the UN in tracking down the perpetrators of the attack.

**UNHCR Chief
As part of a new approach in recruiting leaders of international organizations, the Secretary-General is writing to Member States for suggestions of candidates to fill the post of High Commissioner for Refugees.  These names would be in addition to those that might emerge from the Secretary-General’s own consultations. 

In the letter, the Secretary-General says that he can only be sure of finding the best person for one of the most important jobs in the UN system if the best qualified candidates come forward and are judged against transparent selection criteria. 

In outlining some of the necessary criteria, the Secretary-General says he wants someone with a thorough knowledge of refugee issues and of unimpeachable personal and professional integrity.  He or she must have proven skills in the management of a complex organization and, of course, be an unflinching champion of the cause of refugees, not only by providing for their relief but also by firmly upholding the international principles which entitle them to protection.

The Secretary-General’s Chef de Cabinet, Mark Malloch Brown, will be sending a similar letter to major non-governmental organizations involved in refugee issues, also soliciting names for the post of High Commissioner for Refugees.

**SG to London
The Secretary-General will leave for London on Monday afternoon.  On Tuesday morning, he will address the London Meeting on Supporting the Palestinian Authority, hosted by UK Prime Minister Tony Blair.
In the afternoon, he will participate in a ministerial-level meeting of the Middle East “Quartet”, which also includes US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov and EU foreign policy chief Javier Solana.  He is expected to have a number of bilateral meetings in the margins of the all-day conference.  He will then return to New York on Wednesday morning.
**DSG
The Deputy Secretary-General is winding up her visit to the European Union today.  

Among Commission members she spoke with were Jose Manuel Barroso, the President of the Commission; and Louis Michel, the Commissioner for Development and Humanitarian Aid.  She also met with Javier Solana, the Secretary General of the Council of the European Union and Foreign Policy chief.

Issues discussed at these meetings included the preparation for the 2005 General Assembly event to review the implementation of the Millennium Declaration, development and humanitarian issues, the situation in the Middle East, in Iraq, in Darfur, and in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

Next week, the Deputy Secretary-General will visit UN peacekeeping missions in Liberia, Sierra Leone, Côte d'Ivoire and Kosovo.  The purpose of her visit is to meet with military and civilian members in the missions and to reaffirm the zero-tolerance message of the Secretary-General on sexual exploitation and abuse.  

This will be the first in a series of visits by the Deputy Secretary-General to peacekeeping operations worldwide to reinforce that message.  Her next mission will be to Haiti.

**Haiti
An update now on the investigation into the rape allegations made by a Haitian woman against UN civilian police officers serving there.  The preliminary inquiry has ended and a board of inquiry is under way to investigate the claim in depth.  At this stage, two Pakistani police officers have been suspended.  They will be repatriated if the board confirms the initial findings.  The board is expected to make a decision in two weeks.

**Lebanon
The UN Mission of Inquiry that is examining the 14 February Beirut bombing began its mission in Lebanon today.  The head of the mission, Peter Fitzgerald, held warm and constructive meetings with Lebanese Interior Minister Suleiman Franjieh, and Justice Minister Adnan Addoum, to discuss cooperation between his team and the Lebanese authorities.

Fitzgerald also met with the sons of the late former Prime Minister, Rafic Hariri, who was killed in the bombing, and expressed his condolences and sympathy.

Prior to those meetings, Fitzgerald issued a statement to the press, saying that his team understands the gravity of the task at hand and that it would work with absolute impartiality and professionalism.  He promised that the team would carry out its mandate in a timely manner.  He said he looks forward to working closely with the Lebanese authorities and to learning about their progress “in investigating this terrible crime.”  We have copies of his statement available upstairs.

**Security Council
The Security Council is holding an open meeting on cross-border issues in West Africa.

The Secretary-General, in his opening remarks, welcomed the recent efforts of members of the Economic Community of West African States to address the complex challenges facing the region.  He said there is growing cooperation among security agencies to crack down on cross-border crime.  Efforts are also under way to protect children, stem small-arms flows and involve civil society groups more regularly in peace-building and other initiatives.

The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for West Africa, Ahmedou Ould-Abdallah, noted that Togo, where a clumsy alternation to power was followed by great confusion, is a clear illustration of the fragility of peace and stability in parts of West Africa.

He went on to say that Togo should also remind us that unless we address “small crises” in a timely and coherent manner, these could easily be transformed into bigger and more complicated issues, as happened in Côte d’Ivoire.  He concluded by saying that the support of the Security Council remains a precious asset in helping the West African people and States overcome the challenges ahead.

**Tsunami
Two months have passed since last December’s tsunami wreaked havoc throughout South Asia and East Africa.  But whereas some UN agencies -- such as UNICEF and the World Food Programme -- have received 100 per cent of their flash appeal requirements, others -- like the UN refugee agency and the UN Development Programme -- still remain underfunded.

Currently, in Indonesia’s Aceh province, the World Food Programme is providing monthly rations of rice, fortified noodles, biscuits, canned fish and vegetable oil to 455,000 people, most of whom are living in camp-like settlements.

For its part, the UN refugee agency reports that its distribution of some 10,000 tents to 11 locations along Aceh’s west coast is well under way.  And UNICEF is helping with teacher training, since the province’s education department lost 10 per cent of its staff to the tsunami.

Meanwhile, the UN Development Programme, which recruited 1,870 local workers through its Cash-for-Work programme, was able to reopen Banda Aceh’sGeneralHospital and Islamic University.

Here at Headquarters, the UN Staff’s relief committee for tsunami victims is holding a fundraising event tonight, in the Visitors Lobby, from 7 p.m. to 11 p.m.

The event will feature musical performances, and all proceeds will be donated to tsunami victims.  The UN Foundation will match, dollar for dollar, all funds raised by the Committee.  We have more information on all of these items upstairs.

**Humpty Dumpty
For the fourteenth year, the United Nations is welcoming a delegation of US congressional staff members for a day of briefings, here at Headquarters. 

These staffers will hear from, among others, Mark Malloch Brown on UN reform efforts, Robert Orr on the progress of the Millennium Summit, and from Margareta Wahlstrom on the UN’s relief effort to tsunami-affected areas.  This visit is organized by the Humpty-Dumpty Institute.

**UNHCR – Afghanistan, Iran
The UN Relief Agency, UNHCR, says it is providing additional assistance to some 200,000 people in Afghanistan, to help them cope with the unusually harsh winter.  The Agency has been providing blankets, plastic sheets, sleeping mats, lanterns, soap and disposable diapers to affected families.

Meanwhile, in Iran, UNHCR is sending relief supplies, including family-size tents, to thousands of people who have been left homeless in the town of Zarand following the earthquake earlier this week.  More than 5,000 Afghan refugees are registered as living in and around Zarand.  We have more details in UNHCR’s briefing notes.

Polio Immunization
In order to halt the resurgence of polio in Africa, a mass immunization campaign spanning 22 countries and reaching 100 million children is being launched today.  The campaign, initiated in part by the World Health Organization and the UN’s Children’s Fund, gained even greater urgency from reports that a child has contracted polio in Ethiopia, the first case there in four years.  That makes Ethiopia the fourteenth country to be reinfected with polio since last year’s outbreak.

Other countries being reached by the campaign are Liberia, where almost 1 million children will be immunized, as well as Nigeria and the Democratic Republic of the Congo.  With the disease now in its low-transmission season, the next few months are critical to stopping the epidemic.  We have press releases on this upstairs.

**Central African Republic – Elections
We also have a press release from the UN Office in the Central African Republic on its efforts to increase the participation of female candidates for the legislative elections taking place there later this year.

**World Chronicle
The Information Department asked me to tell you that World Chronicle programme no. 966, hosted by Mary Alice Williams, will be shown today at 4:00 p.m. on in-house television channels 3 and 31.  And the guest there will be Noeleen Heyzer, the Executive Director of UNIFEM.  And the theme of the programme is “Gender Equality:  Beijing + 10”.

**Press Conference this Afternoon
And immediately after this briefing, there will be a press conference by Kyung-wha Kang, the Chairperson of the Commission on the Status of Women.  She will be joined by Rachel Mayanja, the Special Adviser to the Secretary-General on Gender Issues and the Advancement of Women, and Carolyn Hannan, the Director of the Division for the Advancement of Women.  And they will be here talking also about the 10-year review and appraisal of progress in achieving gender equality since the Beijing Conference.

And I see them all here in the first row.  So, welcome.

**The Week Ahead at the United Nations
And we have The Week Ahead to help you in your coverage of the UN next week.

Yes, Evelyn?
**Questions and Answers
Question:  Two questions:  ON UNHCR, the tradition in the past has been that the person comes from a country that’s a big contributor to the agency.  Has this now changed with this?  And secondly, what are the rules for sexual exploitation that the DSG is going to tell people?  Every country has different under-age rules.  There is legal prostitution, I assume, still allowed.  I am getting very confused on that.

Spokesman:  On your first question, I think this could be the first time that the Secretary-General has asked all Member States for candidates.  So, it looks to me like a new regime.  It’s a wide open search for the best possible candidate.  And I don’t think that preference would necessarily be given to the nationality based on contributions to UNHCR.

I think it could be the first time, as well, that we have openly solicited recommendations or nominations from the major non-governmental organizations who deal with refugees.  So, I think that’s new.  So, it’s a broad search.

On your second question, the age of an adult, legally speaking, does vary from country to country.  But we go by the international standard of 18.  So, it doesn’t matter whether, in the Congo, for example, where I believe a woman is considered to reach maturity at the age of 14, that we would go by the local measure.  We go by the international standard.  The Congo regime is tougher than what we have imposed on other peacekeeping missions.  But, we don’t exclude we could extend the same set of rules to other peacekeeping missions as well.

So, in the Congo now, and only in the Congo, there is a rule of non-fraternization.  In other words, no contact with local people of a social nature.  We have always had a rule throughout peacekeeping on soliciting of prostitutes.  Now, it may have been that in different missions and at different times, this has not been strictly enforced.  But I think what the 
Secretary-General is bringing to all of these missions now is that everyone has to live by the book.

Question:  When soliciting prostitutes, does that mean forced prostitution or any prostitution?

Spokesman:  Any prostitute.

Laura?

Question:  Fred, I just wanted to ask you quickly about the US Congressional staff members.  First of all, I didn’t hear when they were coming.  And second, they’re not Congressmen and -women; they’re people who serve them administratively or...?

Spokesman:  I think we have the list that was made available to us by the Humpty Dumpty Institute that is sponsoring the visit.  So, we have the list in my office.  They are staffers, not members.  And it’s, as I said, I think now for the fourteenth year, this non-governmental organization has been inviting Congressional staff to the UN, and we put together a programme for them, and they’re here today.  It started -- I think their first appointment was 11:30; and they will be here all day.

Edie?
Question:  Fred, going back to the murder of these UN peacekeepers.  I know that, obviously larger numbers of peacekeepers have been killed in plane crashes.  But in terms of on an actual military mission, how does this rank in size?  I don’t recall...(Interrupted)?

Spokesman:  I think there might have been a comparable or larger number of victims in Sierra Leone [in 2000].  And there was that horrific attack on the Pakistani contingent in Somalia that killed something like 23.  But, we’d kind of have to go back into the history books and see what the precedents were.  But, nine peacekeepers killed in one military operation by a hostile attack is an unusually large number.

Yes?

Question:  Were there any survivors?  I mean, you talked obliquely about survivors, how big was the group that they were a part of?

Spokesman:  I don’t have that number.  But I understand that there was also a number wounded; and I was still getting the details.  So, if you check with my office after the briefing to get the very latest, we’d be happy to give it to you.  [He later said they were part of a 21-soldier patrol.]

Mr. Abbadi?

Question:  Fred, lately the Secretary-General has decided on the new recruitment policies and would seek the best candidate; in this case the High Commissioner.  Would this policy also apply to the selection of the heads of departments, and what would happen to the concept of geographic representation?

Spokesman:  Well, geographical distribution is a Charter requirement.  So, we will never be getting rid of that policy.  But the Charter also says “the best qualified”.  The best qualified and with geographical distribution.  That’s what we strive for in every case.  This is being done now for one agency.  I expect it will be followed with other agency openings, as they occur.

Whether it would also extend to heads of department, I’d have to ask. I don’t know.

Let me take Mohammad and then we’ll get back to Edie.

Question:  Fred, will Mr. Fitzgerald visit other country or countries, and how many experts are in his team?

Spokesman:  There are at least three.  Let me check to get the exact number.  I think there are three principals.  There might be support staff and others.  The plan is to start in Lebanon and then to see where that takes him.  And if he feels he needs to go elsewhere; he will seek to do so.  But I believe his mission has been welcomed by both Lebanon and Syria.  [He later said there were five principals.]

Edie?
Question:  Just following up on the UNHCR letters.  How is that different from the search for a new executive director of UNDP to replace Mark?

Spokesman:  We’ll have to see whether the same procedure now is applied to the United Nations Development Programme.  I have to assume that it would be same.

But I believe with UNDP there might also be a constitutional requirement that their executive board be solicited first.  So, I am not sure there is perhaps, not an internal constraint to how we would do that with UNDP.  Let me get back to you to confirm that fact.  [He later confirmed that the Secretary-General had, as a UNDP constitutional requirement, sent a letter to the President of the UNDP Executive Board, asking her to consult with Member States regarding a new administration.]

Okay.  Well, thank you very much.  Now, I’ll ask our guests to come up and begin their briefing on Beijing + 10.

* *** *



	


            UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





VOA - UN Environment Program Seeks Reduction of Harmful Mercury Emissions


Deepika Global - US criticised for diluting UNEP agreement on Mercury


ENS - Governments Move to Assess and Control Mercury Pollution


Tribune de Geneve - With US isolation, UNEP faces clearer priorities in cleaning nature


The Jamaica Observer - Global anti-tobacco treaty needs teeth, says expert


New Visions (Uganda) - Kaveera faces ban, high taxes


Europaworld - Plastic Carrier Bags Declared Environmentally Unfriendly


Xinhua - UNEP session concludes with strategic plan endorsed


Xinhua - Next UNEP special session to be held in Dubai


PRNewswire  - Chlorine Industry Supports UNEP Voluntary Mercury Efforts


ENS - Ministers From 100 Countries Tackle Environmental Threats


Keralanext, India - World: UN environmental agency to study mercury supply in bid to curb health risks


LA Times (also in Minneapolis Star Tribune)  - Binding Treaty Plan on Mercury Rejected


ABC Australia (also in Tribune de Genève) - US blocks plans on UN environment body


WASHINGTON - Tribune de Genève: Moves to have global treaty to ban mercury waste of time: US


Canberra Times (Australia) - HEADLINE: Long road to recovery in wave's deadly wake


 Greenwire - HEADLINE: MERCURY: United Nations rejects global treaty


ENS - Congo River Hydropower Plan Gains Momentum


THE DAILY TELEGRAPH(LONDON) - HEADLINE: Tourism 'worsened' tsunami, says UN


Xinhua General News Service - HEADLINE: UNEP meeting held in Kenya calls for actions on heavy metals


Gulf Daily News - Bid to restore Iraqi wetlands


An Alpine Ski Resort Aims to Leave No Tracks


Les Echos - TITRE: Eskom propose un gigantesque projet hydro-électrique sur le Congo


Agence France Presse - TITRE: Les USA contre la transformation du PNUE en "Agence" de l'Onu


Agence France Presse - TITRE: Les Etats-Unis obtiennent le report d'un traité anti-rejets de mercure 


taz, die tageszeitung - ÜBERSCHRIFT: Gegen Quecksilber; in kürze UN BESCHLIESST AKTIVITÄTEN


General-Anzeiger (Bonn) - ÜBERSCHRIFT: Somalia steht vor der Katastrophe nach der Katastrophe: UMWELT: Der Tsunami vom Dezember wirbelte achtlos versenkten Giftmuell vom Meeresboden auf


Wienweb.at – Klimawandel Nährboden für neue und alte Krankheiten
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