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U.S. Newswire 

January 27, 2003 Monday 11:22 AM 

U.S. Plans to Thwart Global Mercury Treaty Talks, Document Shows; 

      Groups Urge U.S. to Fulfill Pledge to Remain Open to Global Talks 

      DATELINE: WASHINGTON, Jan. 27 

      BODY: 

      An internal government document shows that the United States will attempt to thwart future talks on

      mercury at an early February U.N. Environment Program Governing Council meeting in Nairobi, according

      to advocates. Today the Ban Mercury Work Group, a coalition of 28 nonprofit groups from around the world,

      urged the U.S. to fulfill its earlier pledge to remain open to future treaty talks on global mercury issues. 

      "There was real progress made at the September UNEP Work Group meeting in Geneva, with the U.S.

      agreeing that mercury was a serious global pollutant warranting international action," said Michael Bender, a

      Ban Hg-Wg spokesperson. "Yet this latest position more reflects the domestic "holding pattern" mercury

      policies of the Bush Administration. We urge the U.S. to revise their proposal into a more open, harmonious

      and global approach." While the US government is proposing a very limited UNEP Mercury Unit initiative with

      only "voluntary" funding, the leaked document states that "we should block any attempt to move forward"

      on a binding mercury treaty and "strive to prevent specific references to a convention" in the anticipated

      Mercury Resolution expected to be adopted by UNEP Governing Council in Nairobi. The document also says

      that "the USG should oppose convening a formal expert or policy group meeting such as the September 2002

      Mercury Working Group" and "oppose assessment of other heavy metals." This comes in apparent response

      to a unified December European Union position which states "...that the Member States support and actively

      work for concrete international actions to be initiated on mercury and its compounds, for instance a

      legally-binding instrument...and that global assessment of other heavy metals such as lead and cadmium

      shall commence." 

      "Mercury is a toxic time bomb that must be defused by taking concrete steps, like those outlined in the EU

      position and in the declaration of the Latin American and Caribbean countries (GRULAC) in Geneva in

      September," said Ban Hg-Wg spokesperson Bender. "We applaud the GRULAC declaration-which was

      supported by Denmark, Norway and Sweden-stating that a binding international treaty on mercury should be

      created." 

      Bender also said that the U.S. could do more to reduce mercury releases from coal-fired power plants-the

      world's largest mercury polluters-but that the internal U.S. document attempts to downplay the issue.

      "Furthermore, for the largest anthropogenic source of mercury, coal-fired power plants, mercury emissions

      are just a small part of a much broader air pollution problem that many nations need to confront," states the

      document. 

      Mercury is a persistent, bio-accumulative toxin that has increased at least three fold in the atmosphere and

      ocean over the past century, posing a risk to human health, wildlife and the ecological balance. The Food

      and Drug Administration and 41 states warn consumers to limit or not eat certain fish due to mercury levels

      and ten states advise pregnant women and children to limit consumption of canned tuna, the most

      consumed fish in the U.S. A potent neurotoxin, mercury exposures can affect the brain, kidneys and liver,

      and cause developmental problems. Data from the Centers for Disease Control indicates that 1-in-12 women

      of childbearing age have unsafe mercury levels, translating into over 300,000 children born each year in the

      US at risk of exposure to mercury. 

      The UNEP Working Group met in Geneva in September 2002 and finalized the global mercury assessment

      report for submittal to the Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum in Nairobi, Kenya, February

      3 to 7, 2003. Based on the report's key findings, the Working Group concluded that "there was sufficient

      evidence of significant global adverse impacts to warrant international action to reduce the risks to human

      health and/or the environment arising from the release of mercury into the environment." 

      In its September 23, 2002 meeting summary, the Working Group "stressed the need to pay particular

      attention to vulnerable populations subject to special (mercury) risk, namely children, pregnant women, and

      woman of childbearing age as well as indigenous people, communities dependent on fish as a source of food

      and occupational exposure when addressing the global adverse impacts of mercury." The Working Group also

      "emphasized that it was not necessary to have full consensus or complete evidence in order to take action

      and therefore potentially significant global adverse impacts should also be addressed." 

      The Governing Council will also consider whether other heavy metals of possible global concern warrant

      assessments. 
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UNEP Documents Palestinian Territories' Eco-Crisis

Mon Jan 27 

ENS Correspondents,Environment News Service 

GENEVA, Switzerland, January 24, 2003 (ENS) - A United Nations (news - web sites) assessment team has found "alarming" evidence of environmental degradation in the Palestinian Territories, and has made 136 recommendations for protecting the environment there. 
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• Palestine Environment Resources 
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After studying the region at the request of the UN Environment Programme's Governing Council, the so-called desk study team issued an advisory report on Thursday. 

The desk study details how population pressures coupled with scarcity of land, weak environmental infrastructure, inadequate resources for environmental management, and global trends such as desertification and climate change, are degrading the region's fragile natural resources. 

Keep the environment out of the conflict, is the team's top recommendation. The occupation, policies of closure and curfew and incursions of the Israeli military "have had significant negative environmental impacts," the team writes. 

Calling many of its findings "alarming," the assessment team says the environmental degradation needs to be addressed "immediately." But the absence of even minimal cooperation between the parties is "worsening the situation on a daily basis, with impacts not only on the environment but also on human health," the team reports. 

Their study identifies critical environmental issues that, despite the current political difficulties, should be addressed urgently in order to preserve natural resources and establish a safe environment for future generations, said Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) in his forward to the team's report. 

Toepfer expressed the hope that the study would "contribute to the peace talks, and that cooperation on environment could serve as a confidence building tool between the parties." 

Over 120 countries and 90 ministers participated in the UNEP Governing Council last February that requested the study, including observers from the Palestinian Authority (news - web sites) and the Government of Israel. "The unanimous decision of the Council was motivated by the alarming reports related to the pollution of water, dumping of wastes, loss of natural vegetation and pollution of coastal waters in the region," Topefer writes. 

Cooperation made the UNEP study possible. Last July, Toepfer visited the region hosted by the environment ministers of both sides, and met with Palestinian President Yasser Arafat (news - web sites), and Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon (news - web sites), both of whom offered their cooperation to support the desk study. 

The desk study team of eight impartial environmental experts was formed early last autumn. Chaired by former Finnish Environment Minister Pekka Haavisto, the team visited the region between October 1 and 11, 2002. Haavisto heads the UNEP Post Conflict Assessment Division, and finds that both the conflict related issues and the long term environmental challenges found in the Palestinian Territories were also found in all previous post-conflict environmental assessments carried out by UNEP. 

Issues related to the conflict include land clearing, obstacles such as curfews and closures to the transport of waste, difficulties in obtaining spare parts for environmental facilities, and collateral damage to environmental infrastructure caused by military action, the team reports. 

Longer term problems include pollution of groundwater resources, lack of proper waste management, and shortcomings in environmental administration and legislation. 

By sometimes splitting up into five different groups, the team said they were able to visit many sites - solid waste dumps and wastewater treatment plants, rangeland rehabilitation projects and sites where there has damage to environmental infrastructure caused by the conflict. 

The team stayed in Jerusalem (Al Quds) and in Gaza, and was also able to visit Bethlehem, the Emek Hefer area, Halhoul, Hebron (Al Khalil) and surroundings, Jenin, Ramallah, and Tel Aviv. 

Heading the UNEP study team's list of improvements that should be made immediately is "intensified participation of the Palestinian Authority not only in all regional environmental cooperation, but also in all relevant Multinational Environmental Agreements." 

"The international community should do its utmost to give the Palestinian Authority full access to these processes," the team advises, saying that as a first step all administrative obstacles should be removed, to ensure the successful participation of Palestinians in these meetings. 

The report raises "serious concerns" over the degradation of water quality in many areas, as well as the issue of "unsustainable overpumping of water from aquifers." In environmental terms, water quality and water quantity and linked, they observe. According to the Oslo II Accord, issues related to water rights will be negotiated in the permanent status negotiations, and the team stresses that any statements it makes on water issues, "should not be seen as taking any position on these permanent status negotiations." 

The Palestinian and Israeli authorities issued a joint declaration in September 2002 in which they pledged to keep the water infrastructure out of the cycle of violence. Still, the desk study team found "cause for alarm" over the drinking water quality and the quantity of water used, as well as the "contamination of the aquifers from wastewater, landfills and hazardous waste." 

To preserve water and other natural resources for present and future generations, the team recommends an increased level of co-operation between the parties. "The model of the Israeli-Palestinian Joint Water Committee, which continued to meet throughout the conflict, should be extended to other joint environmental bodies." 

But the team's report acknowledges that "many long term environmental solutions cannot become reality without a peace process for the region." 

Efforts to coordinate donor funding and information flow in the environment sector should be continued, the team concludes, and underlines the need to "urgently resolve obstacles to implementation of projects already approved." 

There are growing emergency humanitarian needs in the Palestinian Territories, the team acknowledges, and recommends that environment projects" not be neglected," but integrated into emergency response measures, as "further environmental degradation will aggravate the humanitarian situation." 

"Cooperation to prevent freshwater pollution and protect shared water resources will avoid near irreversible damage," the team advises. "Also, degrading of the water supply from wells and springs will reduce the amount of available drinking water available to villages not connected to the water supply, and will increase dependency on tanked water," and long term sustainable solutions to these problems will become more costly to implement, the team predicts. 

To get cooperation on environmental protection, the team recommends reactivatation of the Joint Environmental Experts Committee established by the Oslo agreements, to work as an Israeli-Palestinian expert committee for acute environmental problems. 

"Both Israeli and Palestinian environmental administrations should have their representatives on the committee. It should identify environmental hot spots that affect both sides, and recommend and plan realistic remedial actions with a clear schedule. In the beginning, an independent third party could facilitate these meetings, if needed," the team advises. 

A better exchange of information is "acutely needed," the team observes. "Regular and open exchange of information would enable environmental experts, scientists, authorities and NGOs to seek timely and cost-effective solutions to environmental problems and to make reasonable plans for regional environmental management." 

Coordinate environmental laws and regulations regionally, the team recommends. There is a role for the World Bank (news - web sites) Group's Global Environment Facility, it suggests, and this funding agency could "seek ways to continue supporting the Palestinian Authority in its efforts to improve its preparedness to implement international environmental agreements." 

The Palestinian Authority needs a scientific and clearly prioritized plan to work with the most acute environmental problems. This work plan can be developed from the existing National Environment Action Plan, the team says. 

The dozens of other recommendations include strengthening the capacity of the Palestinian Water Authority. "The quality of water is rapidly deteriorating, and proper protection measures have to be implemented as soon as possible," the desk study states. 

There should be immediate action to repaire and rehabilitate leaking and damaged water supply systems, the team urges. "Water is currently misused, and leaking networks can also cause dangerous cross-contamination with wastewaters and wastes, leading to negative hygienic and health effects." 

There are only a few wastewater treatment facilities in the Occupied Palestinian Territories, and due to the conflict and/or inadequate management most of them are not functioning properly, the team reports. "This is an alarming issue since the untreated wastewater is polluting the aquifers and the seashore in Gaza." 

Even with measures in place to save water, new sources of freshwater will be needed, the team acknowledges. Desalination projects to obtain freshwater from the sea, drawing on renewable sources of energy where possible, the study recommends. 

The construction of wastewater networks and wastewater treatment plants "must be given the highest priority," the team advises. The possibility of establishing joint Israeli-Palestinian wastewater treatment plants and infrastructure should be explored, says the report, and only if this is not feasible should separate structures be planned and constructed. 

On an urgent basis, studies must be conducted on industrial sites that are potentially generating highly hazardous wastewater effluent, the study warns. 

The 18 effluent pipes discharging wastewater into coastal waters and onto Gaza beaches "must be closed," the team urges. "A plan to reduce the number of effluent pipes, as well as to upgrade the effluent to acceptable standards for reuse or discharge to natural watercourses must be initiated. The current discharge into the sea has negative impacts on human health and also threatens seaside recreational and tourism development in Gaza." 

There are more urgent problems that must be addressed immediately, the desk study found. The Beit Lahia wastewater treatment plant and its sewage lake is one of the major environmental "hot spots" where urgent remedial action is required. 

The problem is a political one where the parties have shown little willingness to make compromises in the interests of environmental protection and to minimize potential risks to human health, the team reports, and recommends that a mobile wastewater treatment plant should be installed right away to treat the effluent from the existing overloaded treatment plant. 

All actions to improve the situation depend upon an easing of restrictions on motorized transport within the region such as curfews, and roadblocks, the desk study concludes, and on the easing of import restrictions on spare parts and necessary new and replacement equipment. "Without these measures, any upgrading and improvement of the situation will be very difficult." 

The desk study will be presented to the Governing Council of UNEP in February. The Governing Council decision also calls for UNEP to follow up the findings and recommendations of the study and assist the Palestinian Ministry of Environmental Affairs in its efforts to address its urgent environmental needs. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
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By Alex Kirby 
BBC News Online environment correspondent 
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UN Makes water point

The United Nations has hit on a novel way to depict the gravity of the world's growing water crisis. 
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Salif Diop, Unep


It is publishing a report on the quantity, quality and availability of global water supplies that relies on graphics rather than text to deliver its message. 

The report is supplemented by CD-Roms and other audio-visual material. 

The authors believe this will prove a more effective way of alerting the world to what is happening. 

'Glaring gaps' 

The report, Vital Water Graphics, is published by the UN Environment Programme (Unep), which worked with other UN agencies, international organisations and individual experts to produce it. 
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On this map, red indicates where industry dominates water usage; purple shows heavy domestic use, too

It illustrates problems such as the world's growing waste of water, the reduction in freshwater supplies, and the sharp fall in size of the Aral Sea, Lake Chad and the marshlands of Mesopotamia. 

Dr Klaus Toepfer, Unep's executive director, said the "visually compelling" report would be an effective tool for years to come. 

Unep says there is good information on water resources in Europe and North America, but "glaring gaps" in some of the data for Africa, Latin America and parts of Asia. 

The report identifies trends and offers forecasts, and will be updated periodically to include new material. 

Critical issues 

One chart shows how the amount of freshwater wasted by different sectors is rising. 

In 2000, agriculture and domestic use each wasted 800 cubic km of water, and industry 400 cubic km. 

PRIVATE
WATER RESOURCES

Almost 50% of the world's coasts are threatened by development

Fish-farming, on land and at sea, now produces 30% of global supplies

Agriculture uses about 75% of global water consumption and industry 20%


By 2025, the report estimates, those figures will have risen to 1000, 1100 and 500 cubic km respectively. 

By then, an estimated 300 cubic km of water will be lost as well through evaporation from reservoirs, up 50% from 2000. 

Salif Diop heads the water unit in Unep's division of early warning and assessment. He said: "Water-related problems have been recognised as the most immediate and serious threats to humankind. 

"Vital Water Graphics is a valuable complement to existing assessments of world water resources and to the tools available for raising public awareness of these critical issues - issues that will determine the very future of life on Earth." 

World Water Day 

Halifa Drammeh of Unep's division of policy development and law told BBC News Online: "The report certainly has some added value. Some of the previous reports we've produced take a lot of reading. 

"But a visual presentation like this, backed up by other materials, is going to take the message further down the line." 

The report says global water use has more than tripled since 1950, and one person in six has no regular access to safe drinking water. 

The number of children who die every day because of unsafe water is estimated at 41,000. But drinking water supplies for poor people would be doubled with just a 10% improvement in the efficiency of irrigation. 

There is some good news: the number of people with some form of improved water supply rose from 4.1 billion (79% of the world's population) to 4.9 billion (82%) in 2000. 

The report is being launched as a contribution to World Water Day 2003, which is 22 March. 

The Third World Water Forum is being held in Japan from 16 to 23 March as part of the UN's International Year of Freshwater. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
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WATER: UNEP Urges Better Management As Global Supply Deteriorates 

Severe water shortages affecting at least 400 million people today could affect 4 billion people -- or more than half of the world's population -- within 50 years, the U.N. Environment Program says in a new report today, pointing to waste and inadequate management as the main causes of the shortages.

Drawing on work by more than 200 water resource experts worldwide, UNEP is releasing the report as part of the International Year of Freshwater. The agency documents problems for the 2.4 billion people who lack adequate sanitation facilities, as well as the degradation of half of all coastal regions -- where 1 billion people live -- through overdevelopment or pollution.

Based on data from NASA, the World Health Organization and other agencies, the report indicates coral reefs, mangrove forests and sea grass beds are threatened by overfishing, development and pollution. UNEP warns of steep drops in the sizes of bodies of water, the deterioration of coral reefs and oxygen depletion in the seas, a problem the agency says is caused by industrial and agricultural runoff and could lead to fishery collapses and "dead zones" in such places as the Gulf of Mexico.

With about 90 percent of the problems occurring in developing countries, "The basic problem is poverty, not water," according to water resources economist Chuck Howe of the University of Colorado.

Halifa Drammeh, UNEP's water coordinator, expressed hope that the report will garner international support for better water and fishery management agreements, adding that developing regions need not more dams but more people trained to manage water systems (Dan Vergano, USA Today, Jan. 27).

(Back to Contents)
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Water shortages could leave world in dire straits 


Dan Vergano 
More than half of humanity will be living with water shortages, depleted fisheries and polluted coastlines within 50 years because of a worldwide water crisis, a United Nations report warns today. 

Waste and inadequate management of water are the main culprits behind the problems, particularly in poverty-ridden regions, the study says. It is the most comprehensive of its kind. The United Nations Environment Programme, working with more than 200 water resource experts worldwide, produced the report. "Tens of millions of people don't have access to safe water. It is indeed a crisis," says Halifa Drammeh, who coordinates the U.N. program's water policies. The wide-ranging report, part of the United Nations' designation of 2003 as the International Year of Freshwater, also documents problems such as steep drops in the size of Asia's Aral Sea, Africa's Lake Chad and Iraq's marshlands; the deterioration of coral reefs; and the rise of coastal waters because of climate changes. 

Developing nations could face water shortages, crop failures and conflict over shrinking lakes and rivers if drinking-water systems are not fixed and nothing is done to prevent wasteful irrigation and slow evaporation from reservoirs, 

Based on data from NASA, the World Health Organization and other agencies, the report finds: 

* Severe water shortages affecting at least 400 million people today will affect 4 billion people by 2050. Southwestern states such as Arizona will face other severe freshwater shortages by 2025. 

* Sanitation facilities are lacking for 2.4 billion people, about 40% of the world's population. 

* Half of all coastal regions, where 1 billion people live, have degraded through overdevelopment or pollution. 

"The basic problem is poverty, not water," says water resources economist Chuck Howe of the University of Colorado-Boulder. About 90% of the severe problems are in developing nations, he says, where solutions to wasting water lie in better irrigation and water supply practices. 

In developed nations such as Japan, the USA and in Europe, most shortfalls arise from politically popular but inefficient subsidies and protections of agriculture, which accounts for 85% of freshwater consumption worldwide. 

Along with drinking-water concerns, the report looks at global problems of oceans and seas: 

* Coral reefs, mangrove forests and sea grass beds, important grounds for young fish and for environmental needs, face threats from overfishing, development and pollution. 

* Oxygen-depleted seas, caused by industrial and agricultural runoff, could lead to fishery collapses and "dead zones" in such places as the Gulf of Mexico. 

* Fish catches are leveling off worldwide. With 75% of fish stocks fully exploited, fleets have turned to fish lower on ocean food chains. Ecologists worry that entire fisheries will collapse as these "junk fish" are used up. Increased demand for fish is being made up through aquaculture, which brings other environmental concerns. 

Drammeh hopes the report helps mobilize support for international organizations brokering water and fishery agreements that encourage better water management among nations. Developing regions don't need
___________________________________________________________________________________________

Africa News 

January 27, 2003 Monday 

HEADLINE: Kenya; 

      Uproot Bhang in Meru Forest, Orders Kulundu 

      Eastern Provincial Forest Officer, Mr Fred Ogombe, has been given 30 days to uproot all the bhang in Meru forest or risk being sacked. 

      Minister for Environment, Natural Resources and Wildlife Dr Newton Kulundu told Ogombe to his face his job  depends on how he speeds up the process. "You have thirty days to have the prohibited drug uprooted and  the chunk of land re-planted with trees after which you will file a report or else you also face the sack," said Kulundu 

      "We cannot allow the destruction to continue any more because it will deny residents rainfall and lead to

      desertification," the minister said. 

      Meanwhile, the Government has closed six forests around Mt Kenya region and suspended an officer in

      charge of Kiandongoro Forest in Nyeri District. 

      The suspension of the officer comes barely a week after the sacking of the Central Provincial Forest Officer, Mr Emilio Mugo. 

      This brings to 11 the number of forest officers either suspended or sacked in less than a month. 

      Kulundu ordered the closure of Kuani, Njuura, Muthungutha, Kibiriku, Rukununu and Kitheremwa forests for five years following wanton felling of trees. 

      He said the Narc Government policy on environmental conservation and the fight against corruption has      earned the country a good image internationally. Kulundu said the United Nations Environment  Programme has granted Sh1.6 billion towards the cause. 

      He said Britain and USA have also pledged to donate about Sh450 million for the same.

__________________________________________________________________________________________ENS

 Settlement Means New Protections for Manatees 

                      By Cat Lazaroff 

                      WASHINGTON, DC, January 27, 2003 (ENS) - The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has announced new measures aimed at protecting the endangered Florida manatee. The steps, which include new speed zones for powerboats and better enforcement of existing rules, refuges and national parks, are part of a settlement between the federal government and environmental groups who sued over what they called ineffective management of the dwindling  species. 

                      Under the latest agreement, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) will  propose three new manatee protection areas and establish specific time lines for putting up signs to alert boaters that they are entering manatee protection  areas. The agreement, which was filed in federal district court in Washington                      DC, is the most recent development stemming from a January 2001 legal  settlement between the agency, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, a coalition of more than a dozen environmental groups. 

                      Florida manatees live in shallow coastal  waters, where they feed on seagrasses andaquatic vegetation. (Four photos courtesy Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission)

                      "We expect these measures to help  reduce the high rate of manateedeaths from collisions with boats,"  said Sam Hamilton, southeast  regional director for the USFWS. "But, the success of our efforts,                    including the numerous actions to  protect manatees that we have taken in the past, depend on responsible                      boater behavior. We ask that boaters comply with all posted speed zones." 

                      Collisions with boats and propellers are a major cause of manatee injuries and  death in Florida. In 2002, 305 manatees died in state waters, according to the latest figures from the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission. Ninety-five of those deaths - 31 percent of the total - were related to             watercraft, the highest number ever. 

                      In January 2001, conservation groups including the Save the Manatee Club, Defenders of Wildlife, The Humane Society of the United States, and the Sierra Club, won a landmark settlement agreement compelling the USFWS to  institute new measures to protect manatees. The 2001 settlement committed the agency to a schedule for the designation of new manatee refuges and sanctuaries throughout peninsular Florida. 

                      But in July 2001, the USFWS called the settlement illegal, saying it "unlawfully" constrains the discretion of the federal government to take no action to protect manatees, and asked a federal judge to overturn the agreement. Federal District Court Judge Emmet Sullivan ruled against the USFWS, and ordered the agency to designate new refuges for Florida  manatees by November 1, 2002. 

                                                      Manatees are mammals, and must come to the surface to breathe. While                                                  near the surface, the slow moving  creatures are vulnerable to collisions with boats.

The agency designated13areas as refuges in November 2002. In this most recent  agreement, the USFWS has                                                      agreed that other areas of the  state should also have increased manatee protection,                                              and agreed to proceed with   the rulemaking on an expedited schedule. 

                      The USFWS has pledged to draft a proposed rule designating additional manatee protection areas in the Caloosahatchee River, the St. John's River, and the Halifax River and Tomoka River complex, by March 31. After soliciting  public comment on the rule, the USFWS will issue a final decision by July 31. 

                      For any areas that are designated as manatee refuges or sanctuaries, theUSFWS will place temporary signs or buoys delineating the newly designated  manatee protection areas by August 31, to notify the public about boating  restrictions. The process of placing permanent signs at these areas will begin   by September 1, and be completed "as soon as practicable," the agency said. 

                      For the 13 areas designated by the USFWS as manatee protection areas last November 8, the USFWS has committed to begin erecting permanent signs by  February 10. 

                      The new protections are targeted at areas with high rates of boating related  manatee mortality. For example, since 1974, 48 percent of Lee County's  watercraft related manatee deaths have been documented in the                      Caloosahatchee River system, and 75 percent of the Caloosahatchee River deaths have occurred since 1990. 

                      Many of the manatees that researchers know on  sight can be identified by the patterns of scars                      on their backs and tails.

                      The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission's (FWCC)   November 2002 study of the                      Caloosahatchee River showed that for  the past 13 years, boating related    manatee deaths have been increasing                      faster in that river system than anywhere else in Florida.   "The tragic increase in boat related manatee deaths underscores the urgent need for better manatee protection in areas identified as having high manatee  use, high manatee mortality, high boating activity, and inadequate manatee protection regulations," said Patti Thompson, director of science and  conservation for Save the Manatee Club, the lead plaintiff in the lawsuit. "As                      a result of this agreement, manatees should finally get some of the protection  they need in these areas." 

                      To complement the terms of the agreement, the USFWS plans to increase the presence of federal law enforcement officers on the water to ensure boater compliance with speed zones, and conduct formal consultations for proposed watercraft related activities that may affect manatees. This year, the agency                      will conduct task force operations during high use weekends as well as weekday patrols in high priority manatee areas throughout Florida. 

                      The USFWS will work with the U.S. Coast Guard and the Florida Fish and  Wildlife Conservation Commission to coordinate enforcement activities. The National Park Service has also pledged to strengthen manatee protection  efforts within national parks throughout Florida. 

                                                Researchers examine an adult female manatee,dubbed Eeyore, whose skin is scarred by at least four different collisions with boat propellers.

                                                "Our goal is that these further measures will decrease manatee mortality,especially in parts of Southwest Florida," said Hamilton. "If we are able  to see improvement as a result of these                                              measures, then we can expect to have  greater flexibility in how we approach watercraft access projects in the future. We continue to believe that the Florida  manatee can co-exist with boaters." 

                                                Representatives from the National  Marine Manufacturer's Association,                     the Marina Operators Association ofAmerica, the Association of Florida Community Developers and the Marine                                                Industries Association of Florida  participated in negotiations with the environmental coalition and the                     government agencies, and also signed off on the 2001 negotiated settlement. 

                      But four marine industry groups that intervened in the lawsuit were not party to the latest negotiations, and say they are unhappy with the settlement. The Marine Industries Association of South Florida notes that the latest manatee count, completed last week, found 3,113 manatees, the second highest count                      since the survey began in 1991. 

                      Perhaps, the manufacturers say, the rising number of manatee deaths is simply a function of the rising numbers of live manatee swimming in Florida's waters. 

                      Biologists with the FWCC's Florida Marine Research Institute say optimalweather conditions played a role in the high count, and could account for  most of the more than 50 percent increase over last January's count, which  was plagued by bad weather. 

                      FWCC executive director Kenneth Haddad says the agency has decided to delay any decision on weather to downlist manatees from endangered to threatened on the state list of at risk species. Haddad said deciding the issue now would "further polarize the public at a time when various factions are arguing and litigating to increase or decrease manatee protection efforts." 

                      A manatee cow with a nursing calf. Scientists believe that there are just over 3,000 manatees remaining in   the United States. (Photo by Galen   Rathbun, courtesy USFWS)

                      The USFWS plans to meet  with all the stakeholders by  March 10 to discuss  additional measures for  protecting manatees. The   agency received a variety of suggestions from the public  during a comment period that  began last November, and plans to share all these suggestions with all parties  in the lawsuit by February 12. 

                      Conservation groups hope that the agreement and ongoing consultations will lead to additional protections for manatees, and will influence the siting of future boat docks and other developments related to watercraft. Under the new rules, anyone seeking to build new docks or water strips must undergo a                  formal application process requiring review by the USFWS and other federal agencies. 

                      "Our message has always been simple: effective manatee protection measures need to be in place before new docks, and the subsequent boat traffic associated with them, are authorized," said Thompson. "The U.S. Fish and  Wildlife Service is taking some of the necessary steps so manatees will be   protected once new boat docks are permitted in these areas." 

                      The final agreement is available at: http://northflorida.fws.gov/Manatee/manatees.htm __________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Wild horse species 'in peril'

               Africa's wild asses are critically endangered 

               By Alex Kirby 

               BBC News Online environment correspondent 

               Immortalised in ancient cave paintings, the horse hasfascinated humans for thousands of years. 

               Predictably, though, it is principally human activities that  are placing the few remaining wild horses under increasing pressure. 

             Conservationists, alarmed at the prospects for the seven species of horse, ass and zebra that survive in the wild, are launching an action  plan designed to safeguard their future. 

               It summarises current knowledge on their biology, ecology and conservation status. 

               The plan is entitled Equids: Zebras, Asses and Horses - Status Survey And Conservation Action Plan. It is the work of the equid specialist group of the World Conservation Union (IUCN). 

               Dr Patricia Moehlman, who chairs the group, said: "Most of the endangered equids live in desert and savanna ecosystems. These habitats are not rich in biodiversity, but do contain unique and endemic animals and plants.

               Hanging in there 

               "Zebras, asses and horses can serve as 'flagship' species for the conservation of these ecosystems. 

               "The arid homes of many equids are also home to human populations that face the same extreme environmental pressures. The benefit to wildlife of involving local pastoralists in conservation management  is likely to be significant." 

               The seven equid species are the African and Asiatic wild asses,  the kiang (a wild ass from Tibet), Przewalski's horse, and three zebra species - Grevy's, mountain and plains zebras. Most are threatened, and  are classified as endangered or vulnerable on IUCN's Red List of  Threatened Species. 

               One species, Przewalski s horse, is classified as  extinct in the wild on the Red List. 

               It can breed with domestic horses and produce fertile offspring, but its possession of certain distinct chromosomes means it differs more from its domestic relatives than any two domestic horses do from each other. 

               There are also differences in appearance: for example,  Przewalski's horses shed their tail and mane hair annually, unlike domestic horses. 

               The first visual records of this species are more than 20,000 years old - cave paintings, engravings, and decorated tools from Italy, western France, and northern Spain. 

               Numbers of Przewalski's horse declined dramatically after 1945, and only small groups were reported in the  next few years. Possible causes include hunting, military    activities, and increasing land use pressure. 

               Inching back 

               The last confirmed sighting in the wild was in 1969, when a solitary stallion was seen by a Mongolian scientist in the Gobi desert. Today, Przewalski's horse  survives thanks to captive breeding. 

               The only free-ranging populations are those re-introduced to Mongolia since  1992. That autumn the first  recorded birth occurred of a  Przewalski's horse in Mongolia since their extinction in the wild.

               The mountain zebra  historically ranged from  southern South Africa through Namibia and into western Angola. 

               It is classified as endangered on the Red List: it is believed to have  declined by at least 50% in

               10 years (three  generations). Two subspecies are known (Equus z. zebraand E. z. hartmannae). 

               Risk of hybrids 

               Although it suffered through excessive hunting and loss of habitat to agriculture, numbers of Equus z. zebra are now gradually building up through conservation  programmes. Major threats to the zebras' survival include the risk of cross-breeding between the two subspecies, which could mean the loss of genetic diversity. 

               Other dangers include drought, and the relatively small  numbers left in the wild, which means the loss of a single population could reduce global numbers byround 30%.

 __________________________________ __________________________________________________________

Reuters

Cooler weather gives Australia firefighters a break
  SYDNEY - Cooler weather gave Australian firefighters a respite yesterday after weekend bushfires razed over a dozen homes, but  authorities said they expected searing heat and high winds to return by mid-week. 

  A 32-year-old volunteer fireman died in far western Australia on the weekend and five were injured after three emergency vehicles collided  during efforts to protect the small town of Lancelin, 120 km (72 miles) north of Perth, local media reported. 

  Four people were killed and 530 homes destroyed by fire the week before in capital Canberra, where thousands of residents spent Sunday  armed with hosepipes instead of celebrating Australia Day that marks the proclamation of British sovereignty over Australia's eastern  seaboard on January 26, 1788. 

  In Australia's most populous state, New South Wales, authorities allowed residents of the Snowy Mountains ski resort of Thredbo to  return to their homes yesterday after hundreds had been evacuated on Saturday. 

  Elsewhere on the vast continent, where one of the worst droughts in 100 years has turned the normally fireprone bush into a tinderbox,  officials said firefighters were working to contain firefronts before searing heat and high winds returned. 

  "The fires are unpredictable at the moment because of the weather situation but they are not burning as quickly as they were yesterday,"  said Lyndel Hunter of the Country Fire Authority in the southern state of Victoria. 

  "We have a little bit of a respite," she told Reuters. 

  Bushfires continued to burn around Canberra, and dozens more smouldered in surrounding New South Wales, but officials said no homes  were immediately under threat. 

  "Although the immediate risk of fires impacting on the Canberra metropolitan area from the fires to the northwest and south of the city has  subsided for the moment, temperatures will again rise to the mid 30s (degrees Celsius) on Wednesday and Thursday," the Emergency

  Services Bureau said yesterday. 

  The fury of the firestorms that roared through suburban Canberra earlier this month was fed by parched conditions after 10 months of El  Nino-aggravated drought, which has left eucalypt forests and pine plantations bone dry. 

  Sydney tabloid The Daily Telegraph reported yesterday, a public holiday, that an unprecedented 6,233 bush and grass fires were recorded  across New South Wales in the past six months. Of those, 747 were considered significant. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA  (ROA)- NEWS UPDATE

January 28, 2003

UNEP to assist Kenya manage its water resources 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - The UN Environmental Programme says it will shortly embark on a project to manage the land and water resources flowing from Mount Kenya, Africa's second highest peak. The project is designed to tackle soil erosion and pollution on Tana River, Kenya's largest waterway. The project will also address the clogging up of Kenya's five hydro-dams and several reservoirs along the river, UNEP said here Monday in a news release. The multi-million-dollar project, which is seeking international support, backs efforts by the Kenyan government to reduce illegal water removal in the rivers and streams feeding the Tana River. The scheme aims to work with local communities and farmers to balance the need for agricultural production with wildlife management in the vicinity of Mount Kenya, the release said. Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's Executive Director, and Kenya's environment minister, Newton Kulundu, have already finalized discussions about logistics for the project. Toepfer said the project for Mount Kenya, which ranges from schemes to help coffee farmers use water more wisely, to initiatives to reduce soil erosion from roads, will be submitted to the Global Environment Facility (GEF) in Washington DC for approval at the end of January.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng036191&dte=27/01/2003
Tunisia helps French town to clean oil spill 

Tunis, Tunisia (PANA) - Tunisia has agreed to an appeal to help clean the oil on the south-western coast of France, and sand graders will be quickly sent to France, the Tunisian press agency (TAP) reported. It said the south-western French town of Acquitaine requested Tunisia on Saturday to help it cope with the ecological and economic tragedy facing the region following the wreck of the oil tanker "Prestige" off the coasts of Galice, Spain. Local government officials in Acquitaine deplore the insufficiency of equipment to fight the oil spill. Hence, they have asked the Tunisian Ministry of Tourism, Trade, and Craft to provide clearing teams with graders from the agency of protection and development of the Tunisian coast. The agency is said to have sophisticated materials for the management of Tunisia's 1,500-km coastline.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng036073&dte=26/01/2003
Malian capital Bamako faces waste management problems 

Bamako, Mali (PANA) - High demographic growth and a rapid urbanization rate is posing enormous environmental challenges to the Malian capital of Bamako, which according to a study, generates about four tons of plastic waste per day. Only 45 percent of the said waste are actually collected, the study says. Bamako struggles with the daily transporting of waste -- 95 percent of which is household garbage -- to the 120 garbage dumps scattered in a disorderly manner around the city. "Waste is taken to both unofficial and official dumps placed under the responsibility of the Department of Urban Garbage and Sanitation Services," Soumaila Berthe, head of the training unit at the national department in charge of pollution and environmental nuisance control, said. Berthe explained that in the capital, the daily rate of solid waste generation was estimated at one kg per person and the solid household garbage production rate amounted to 231 kg per person annually. A study recently carried out by the national department in charge of pollution and environmental nuisance control, showed that an average of 1,004,519 tons of plastic are imported

annually by 10 Malian firms.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng035727&dte=23/01/2003
British agency initiates wetland programme in Nigeria 

Lagos, Nigeria (PANA) - Wetland areas are to be established in five northern Nigerian states -- Bauchi, Borno, Jigawa, Kano and Yobe -- under a six-year programme initiated by the British Department of International Development. The project manager, Hassan Bdliya, said at the opening of the project office in Dutse, capital of Jigawa State, at the weekend that the objective was to halt the degradation of the wetlands and eliminate conflict among pastoralists and farmers.

It is also to evolve a new partnership of managing and utilizing the wetland resources. "The overall aim is to facilitate poverty reduction among communities in the wetlands through improved management and utilization of available resources," he said. The project will run through three phases to terminate in 2008, focusing on ways to enhance utilization of available water, forests, fisheries, grazing and farmlands, he said.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng036083&dte=26/01/2003
NGOs denounce forestry project in Cameroon 

Yaounde, Cameroon (PANA) - Fifteen NGOs operating in Cameroon's environment sector have decried what they said was the unorthodox implementation of a multi-million franc FAO-funded project, charging that the authorities proceeded without calling for tenders. The project is aimed at drawing up a national inventory on natural resources in Cameroon, notably wood and non-wood forest products and wildlife, with a view to informing government policy regarding exploitation. The NGOs argued that under Cameroonian law, any contract exceeding 5 million FCFA must be put to tender. They said no consultancy firm was involved in the process, pointing out that there were as many as 30 firms in the country capable of carrying out the project. The NGOs said that instead of calling for tenders, the Forestry Department at the Environment ministry was trying to carry out the project itself whereas it lacked the requisite human resources. The ministry has, however, denied the accusations, saying the project was under the charge of the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and that the department was simply implementing it.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng035881&dte=24/01/2003
Zimoza On Track

African Eye News Service (Nelspruit): Zimbabwe, Mozambique and Zambia are ironing out the details of an environmental initiative that aims to share natural resources and their management in the underdeveloped Trans- boundary region linking the three countries. The ZIMOZA Trans- boundary natural resources management initiative will see the participating regions of Luangwa in Zambia, Zumbo in Mozambique and Guruve in Zimbabwe combine efforts to develop the area by building schools, health centres, boreholes and other amenities. They will also share responsibility for ensuring that hunting, fishing and bush burning are controlled in all three regions. The three participating districts have already formed local community based natural resource management committees to ensure that their districts get maximum benefit from the natural resources without interfering with their neighbours. The income is ploughed back into developing the local communities.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200301270260.html
South African govt's position on asbestos-related matters 

Johannesburg, South Africa (PANA) - The South African government said on Friday it has recognized the need for a consolidated position on asbestos-related matters. The move is set to take South Africa and the continent forward to the "Chrysotile Asbestos Cement Products - Scientific Review on Health and Environment Aspects and Economic Relevance" conference in New Delhi, India, from 5 to 6 March. The South African Parliament, through the portfolio committee on environmental affairs and tourism, will embark on second Public Hearings on Asbestos-Related Matters before the end of the month.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng035861&dte=24/01/2003
________________________________________________________________________________________
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Topical News Issues
Cyclones swirl through South Pacific
Reuters, January 28, 2003 - HONIARA - A tropical cyclone lashed remote southern islands in the Solomons chain yesterday, damaging several homes, knocking down coconut and banana trees and pounding the South Pacific archipelago with high swells.
… The number of cyclones thrashing the South Pacific this year had been expected to rise because of the recurrence of El Nino. 
El Nino, which occurs every few years, sends a tongue of warm water across the ocean and typically increases the risk of cyclones in eastern segments, including parts of the Solomons.
http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/19591/story.htm 


WATER: UNEP Urges Better Management As Global Supply Deteriorates
UN Wire, January 27, 2003 - Severe water shortages affecting at least 400 million people today could affect 4 billion people -- or more than half of the world's population -- within 50 years, the U.N. Environment Program says in a new report today, pointing to waste and inadequate management as the main causes of the shortages.

http://unfoundation.org/unwire/current.asp#31678 

____________________________________________________________________________________


Prepared by News Services Section





DH/3818
http://www.un.org/News/







27 January 2003



M O N D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
Iraq

*
Iraq cooperating but needs to do more on ‘substance,’ Blix tells Security Council

*
UN arms inspectors need time ‘to do their work,’ Annan says

*
IAEA chief: no evidence so far of revived nuclear arms programme

*
After briefing by inspectors, Security Council plans to consult on Iraq Wednesday

*
UN arms inspectors visit missile installations, manufacturing plants

*
On eve of key report, UN inspectors continue arms probe

*
Iraqi personnel decline UN request for private interviews

*
2 UN observers confronted by Kuwaiti military border guard

Other news

*
Middle East: Annan deplores rising violence, urges parties to halt attacks

*
Leaders and people of Côte d’Ivoire hold key to peace – Annan 

*
Côte d’Ivoire: Annan urges action to implement peace agreement

*
Following reports of violence, UN envoy visits shantytowns in Côte d’Ivoire

*
Annan urges World Social Forum to keep focus on plight of world’s poor

*
Afghan judicial body joins forces with UN agency to promote legal reform 

*
Spectre of famine still looms for fragile Malawi, UN envoy warns

*
Emergency workers under increasing pressure, UN labour agency says

* * * *

Iraq: inspections

27 January – While Iraq has cooperated in allowing United Nations inspectors into various sites, the top UN arms expert, Hans Blix, told the Security Council today that Baghdad should be more forthcoming with information and allow greater access to key personnel with knowledge of the country’s weapons programmes.

On the whole, Iraq has cooperated rather well with the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC), Mr. Blix, the Commission’s Executive Chairman, said in his statement at an open session of the UN Security Council. “The most important point to make is that access has been provided to all sites we have wanted to inspect and with one exception, it has been prompt,” he stressed.

But in his 60-day update of the activities of the Commission, which is mandated to search for chemical, biological and other weapons, Mr. Blix said that the Iraqis have fallen short on issues of substance. “It is not enough to open doors,” he said. “Inspection is not a game of ‘catch as catch can.’”

Mr. Blix repeated his assertion that the 12,000-page arms declaration submitted last month by Baghdad, while containing some new information, regrettably leaves many questions unanswered. “These reports do not contend that weapons of mass destruction remain in Iraq, but nor do they exclude that possibility,” he noted. “They point to lack of evidence and inconsistencies, which raise question marks, which must be straightened out, if weapons dossiers are to be closed and confidence is to arise.”

Mr. Blix said that Iraq “appears not to have come to a genuine acceptance – not even today – of the disarmament which was demanded of it and which it needs to carry out to win the confidence of the world and to live in peace.”

On chemical weapons, Mr. Blix said, UNMOVIC has information which conflicts with the Iraqi claim that it had produced the deadly VX nerve agent only on a pilot scale, in small amounts and in such poor quality that it was never weaponized and was subsequently destroyed. As for the recent discovery of a number of 122 millimetre chemical rocket warheads, he said that finding shows that Iraq “needs to make more effort to ensure that its declaration is currently accurate.”

The Executive Chairman suggested that Iraq could provide more documentation as well as an accurate list of personnel involved in the country’s past weapons programme as a way to clarify several questions. He noted that a recent search of the home of a scientist turned up a box of some 3,000 pages of documents after Baghdad had claimed that it had no more papers to turn over.

“Any further sign of concealment of documents would be serious,” he said. “The Iraqi side committed itself at our recent talks to encourage persons to accept access also to private sites. There can be no sanctuaries for proscribed items, activities or documents. A denial of prompt access to any site would be a very serious matter.”

As for interviews with key individuals, Mr. Blix reported that of the 11 persons asked to submit to UN questioning, their replies have invariably been that they will only speak at Iraq’s monitoring directorate or in the presence of an Iraqi official. Although Baghdad has agreed to encourage persons to accept “private” interviews with the UN alone, “the pattern has not changed,” Mr. Blix said.

* * *

Iraq: Secretary-General

27 January – The United Nations Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, said today that UN weapons inspectors should be given the necessary time to do their job in Iraq, but stressed the need for a proactive approach by Baghdad in cooperating with the UN. 

 
“I think if they do need time, they should be given the time to do their work and all of us, the Council when they sent them, must have realized that time will be necessary – a reasonable amount of time,” the Secretary-General said in remarks to the press at UN Headquarters in New York. He was speaking before the Security Council held an open meeting to hear a 60-day progress report by Hans Blix, Executive Chairman of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC), and Mohamed ElBaradei, Director-General of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).  

“I’m not saying forever, but they do need time to get their work done, and I suspect the Council will allow for that time to be done,” Mr. Annan said. He also praised Mr. Blix and Mr. ElBaradei for their leadership and recalled that last week they had travelled to Baghdad to convey to senior Iraqi officials what is expected of them. 

“They expect a more proactive engagement and I hope the Iraqis will do what the inspectors have asked them to do,” said Mr. Annan, who attended the open session of the Council and the closed-door consultations that followed. 

The Secretary-General also stressed that the call for Iraqi disarmament came not just from the inspectors but also the international community at large. “The leaders in the region have also come together, all the neighbours, asking [the Iraqis] to work with the inspectors and disarm,” he said.
Asked about the effect potential unilateral action by the United States would have on the United Nations and the Security Council, the Secretary-General said that he hoped the Council’s current unity could be maintained.

“In my own speech to the General Assembly on 12 September, I stressed the need for multilateralism, the need for Council action, the need for Council legitimacy, and that position has not changed,” Mr. Annan said. “I really hope that Iraq will comply and we will be able to get on and disarm Iraq peacefully.”

He added, “I have not given up on peace and you shouldn’t either.”

* * *

Iraq: inspections

27 January – The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) has so far found no evidence that Iraq has revived the nuclear weapons programme it had eliminated in the 1990s, the head of the UN agency told the Security Council today, while stressing that more time was needed for a conclusive assessment.

“With our verification system now in place, barring exceptional circumstances, and provided there is sustained proactive cooperation by Iraq, we should be able within the next few months to provide credible assurance that Iraq has no nuclear weapons programme,” Mohamed ElBaradei, IAEA Director-General said in a briefing on the first 60 days of the Agency’s activities in Iraq since inspections restarted after a nearly four-year hiatus.

“These few months would be a valuable investment in peace because they could help us avoid a war,” he added.

Over the first two months of inspection, the IAEA, which is responsible for investigating Iraq’s nuclear programme, has carried out a total of 139 inspections at some 106 locations, the bulk of which have taken place at State-run or private industrial facilities, research centres and universities, Mr. ElBaradei reported.

Those inspections have focused primarily on Iraq’s attempts to procure high-strength aluminium tubes, and the question of whether these tubes could be used for the manufacture of nuclear centrifuges, Mr. ElBaradei said, noting that Iraqi authorities have indicated that their unsuccessful attempts to procure the aluminium tubes related to a programme to reverse engineer conventional rockets.

“From our analysis to date, it appears that the aluminium tubes would be consistent with the purpose stated by Iraq and, unless modified, would not be suitable for manufacturing centrifuges; however, we are still investigating this issue,” Mr. ElBaradei said.

The IAEA has also focused its probe on how certain other “dual use” materials – those that could be used in nuclear weapons production but also have other legitimate uses – have been relocated or used. As for reports of Iraqi efforts to import uranium after 1991, the Iraqi authorities have denied any such attempts, Mr. ElBaradei said, adding that the Agency would continue to pursue this issue since it currently did not have enough information.

Although the Iraqi side has been cooperative throughout the inspections process, Mr. ElBaradei stressed it was important for Baghdad to shift to more “proactive support” by voluntarily “providing documentation, people and other evidence that will assist in filling in the remaining gaps in our information.”

Citing as an example the discovery of a sizeable number of documents, some of which were classified, during an inspection of a private residence two weeks ago, Mr. ElBaradei said this was one area in which Iraq could be more helpful. “It is urgent and essential, therefore, that Iraq, on its own initiative, identify and provide any additional evidence that would assist the inspectors in carrying out their mandate,” he said. “This proactive engagement on the part of Iraq would be in its own best interest and is a window of opportunity that may not remain open for very much longer.”

Mr. ElBaradei also urged Baghdad to make every effort to be fully transparent, with a demonstrated willingness to resolve issues rather than requiring pressure to do so. “The international community will not be satisfied when questions remain open with regard to Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction; the world is asking for a high level of assurance that Iraq is completely free from all such weapons, and is already impatient to receive it,” he said.

* * *

Iraq: Security Council

27 January – The United Nations Security Council, which was briefed today by the chief UN weapons inspectors on their work in Iraq over the past two months, will consult on the matter again on Wednesday, the Council President said on Monday. 

Ambassador Jean-Marc de La Sablière of France, which holds the Council’s rotating presidency for the month of January, was speaking to the press outside the Council’s chambers, where the 15-member body heard reports by Hans Blix, Executive Chairman of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC), and Mohamed ElBaradei, Director-General of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). 

Following the Council’s open meeting, where only the two chief inspectors spoke, representatives of several countries addressed the Iraq issue in their remarks to the press. Speaking in his national capacity, Ambassador de La Sablière reaffirmed his country’s support for the inspection process, noting that it has been going on so far without difficulties. “They have already produced some results but there are still question marks,” he said. “This is the reason why Iraq must cooperate more actively in accordance with resolution 1441.” 

Ambassador John D. Negroponte of the United States told reporters that “unfortunately nothing we have heard today gives us hope that Iraq intends to fully comply with resolution 1441 or any of the 16 resolutions that preceded it over the last 12 years.” He underscored that Iraq was failing in at least two important tests presented by resolution 1441 – submitting an accurate and complete declaration of all aspects of its programme of weapons of mass destruction and cooperating unconditionally and actively with UNMOVIC and the IAEA. “In the days ahead we believe the Council and member governments must face its responsibilities and consider what message the Council resolution sends to Iraq and other proliferators,” he said. 

For his part, Iraq’s Ambassador, Mohammed A. Aldouri, stated that Baghdad had fully complied with all its obligations under resolution 1441 by providing a complete declaration and, since 27 November, actively cooperating by facilitating interviews and providing the IAEA and UNMOVIC unconditional access for inspections. He said that all sites alleged by the US and the UK to be producing weapons of mass destruction have been repeatedly inspected and tested, and the results prove that Iraq is clear of such weapons. He added that Iraq had expressed its willingness to clarify any questions and resolve any outstanding issues.

Speaking on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement, which had requested an open meeting of the Council on inspections, Ambassador Dumisani Kumalo of South Africa recalled that his country had been repeatedly used as an example of the way inspections should be conducted on nuclear disarmament matters. He pointed out, in this context, that with all the cooperation the Government of South Africa had extended, it still took more than two years for the inspectors to be satisfied. “We would hope, in the Non-Aligned Movement, that the Security Council will allow the inspectors sufficient time to do what we agreed they should be doing in Iraq,” he said.
Ambassador Jeremy Greenstock of the United Kingdom described today’s briefing by Mr. Blix and Mr. ElBaradei as a catalogue of unresolved questions. “It is quite clear to all members of the Security Council that this is not going to be resolved peacefully, through the UN process, unless we have 100 per cent cooperation from Iraq,” he said, citing Mr. Blix’s mention of the South Africa model as an example of “grade A” cooperation. “That contrasts with passive cooperation, or partial passive cooperation, or the semblance of cooperation, which is accompanied by the hindering, the obstruction of what is going on in Iraq,” he said. 

Zhang Yishan, China’s Deputy Permanent Representative to the UN, said that the 10-point statement agreed last week between the UN inspectors and Iraq was a positive step, showing that Iraq was prepared to make more efforts. He also noted that in their reports, both officials raised some questions that need to be clarified. “We share the view of many that this process needs to continue and more time is needed for the inspectors and we trust that UNMOVIC and the IAEA will continue their homework impartially, objectively and professionally,” he said.

According to Ambassador Sergey Lavrov of the Russian Federation, the main conclusion heard today was that all the new discoveries, documents and physical evidence “do not change the basic assumption on which UNMOVIC and the IAEA are working, namely that they don’t have evidence that Iraq has resumed its WMD programmes nor can they assert that all these programmes have been stopped.” He said the inspections needed to continue their work and Russia would support that effort “because we do believe that the inspectors are doing a very useful job” and they must continue to ensure that WMD programmes have indeed been stopped.

Syria’s Ambassador, Mikhail Wehbe, said he had informed the Council of the recent ministerial meeting in Istanbul of the six neighbouring countries of Iraq, which concentrated on pursuing a peaceful solution. He noted that all these countries were ready to cooperate with the Security Council to find a peaceful solution, since the Council was the only authority with the full responsibility for maintaining peace and security in the world. He also stressed that the meeting agreed on the necessity of allowing the UN inspectors enough time to finish their job.

Ambassador Gunter Pleuger of Germany emphasized that the Council’s common goal is to fully disarm Iraq peacefully. “On the other hand, the question whether this can be done peacefully, is up to Iraq,” he said, stressing that Baghdad has to comply fully, and that the report of the two chief inspectors showed there was “ample space” for better and more proactive cooperation on the Iraqi side. “We should give the inspectors the realistic opportunity to achieve their goals in a peaceful manner,” he said, adding that Germany wanted the Security Council to remain united to achieve the goal of fully disarming Iraq in a peaceful way.

* * *
Iraq: inspections

27 January – United Nations monitors continued their probe in Iraq today with visits to missile installations and other sites.

According to a spokesman for the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), a missile team – accompanied by members of the chemical team – flew by helicopter to the Az Zubayr Naval Complex, 300 kilometres south of Baghdad. A second missile team, meanwhile, witnessed a static test of the Al Samoud missile engine at the Al Rafah Liquid Engine Test Facility.

A second UNMOVIC chemical team also went to the Al Majd Centre in Amiriyah, which is principally a store but also produces simple equipment with simple machine tools at the side. “The team used a metal analyzer to check sheets of alloy at the site,” UN spokesman Hiro Ueki said in Baghdad.

IAEA teams also performed inspections today, with the first visiting the Al Sumood industrial manufacturing plant in the Taji area north of Baghdad as a second performed a motorized radiation survey in the Taji area. That team later joined the first at Al Sumood and carried out a manual radiation survey of buildings and stores.

A third IAEA team inspected the Al Kindi Research and Development Company near Mosul and the North Refinery Company (NRC) in the Baji area, en route to Baghdad.

* * *

Iraq: inspections

26 January – On the eve of a key report to the Security Council on United Nations weapons inspections in Iraq, UN experts on the ground continued their probe into the country’s illegal arms programmes.

A biological team from the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) inspected the National Project to Control and Combat the Cattle Plague while another inspected the Chest and Respiratory Diseases Institute, both in Baghdad. “This Institute was formerly known as Tuberculosis Institute,” said spokesman Hiro Ueki in Baghdad. “The Centre undertakes diagnosis and primary treatment of respiratory diseases.”

Meanwhile an UNMOVIC chemical team went to the Al Basil Centre, Nahrawan, which develops the projects of the Al Basil Centre, Jadriyah (Headquarters) to the pilot plant stage.

Missile inspectors visited the Kadhimiya Plant of the Karama State Company, located in northern Baghdad, to hold technical discussions with the leaders of the Al Samoud missile project, as a second team inspected the Hittin State Establishment.

About 200 kilometres south of Baghdad, an UNMOVIC multidisciplinary team visited the Al Kut Military Hospital, a military hospital that serves active duty military and their families. “The facility is moderately large with 70 military officers assigned to the base,” said Mr. Ueki.

In Mosul, a multidisciplinary team inspected the Baiji underground refinery located between Mosul and Baghdad.

As for the activities of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), teams conducted inspections at the Um Al Maarik industrial machining and foundry facility; the Salman Pak area, where a motorized radiation survey was performed; and the College of Science, the College of Education and the College of Engineering at the University of Mosul.

* * *
 Iraq: inspections

 
25 January – Exercising powers granted by the Security Council, United Nations officials in Iraq tried to interview several individuals privately, but were unable to do so after they declined, a UN spokesman in Baghdad reported today.

On Friday, the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) requested “further interviews with Iraqi personnel in private” but “two individuals concerned did not agree to it without the presence of a witness,” said Hiro Ueki. As a result, those interviews were not held.

“UNMOVIC will continue to seek interviews in private, as allowed in Security Council resolution 1441,” Mr. Ueki stressed, referring to the landmark text which paved the way for resumed inspections following a four-year suspension.

According to the spokesman, officials from the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) – the UN watchdog probing Baghdad’s nuclear weapons programme – flew by helicopter with representatives of the Iraqi National Monitoring Directorate to a facility formerly known as Al Jesira to conduct an interview in private. “The individual concerned declined the request,” Mr. Ueki said, adding that the interview was then conducted in the presence of a representative of the Directorate.

Also today, two incidents took place at and around the Canal Hotel, where the UN is based. In the first, an Iraqi man holding an iron rod approached the main gate of the UN premises before being subdued and apprehended by UN security personnel, who found three knives on his body and then handed him over to the Iraqi authorities. 

In the second incident, an Iraqi man stopped a convoy of inspectors as it headed onto Canal Road. “When the driver of the lead UN vehicle got out of the car to talk to the man, the man jumped into the driver’s seat,” Mr. Ueki said. “The man was subsequently removed from the vehicle and handed over to Iraqi authorities for questioning.”

Meanwhile, inspectors continued their activities, including visits to the Al Rasheed State Company at Al Mamoun, the Sumaykah surface-to-surface missile support facility, the College of Veterinary Medicine and the College of Education at Quadisiyah University, the Al Qa Qaa complex, the North Oil Company and the Colleges of Education and Engineering at Tikrit University.

On Friday, an UNMOVIC chemical team returned to the Al Qa Qaa complex for the seventh day to inspect the Research and Development Centre and a waste treatment facility. Afterwards, the team went to the Mamoun Factory, which belongs to the Al Rasheed Company and is located next to the Al Qa Qaa complex. “The factory produces munitions and chemical materials for munitions,” Mr. Ueki said. The team then proceeded to the Al Basil Centre – which is primarily a research centre for chemical products – in the Jadriyah complex in Baghdad to assess its current activities.

* * *
Iraq-Kuwait

27 January – Two United Nations military observers from the UN Iraq-Kuwait Observation Mission (UNIKOM) were confronted today by a Kuwaiti military border guard at a checkpoint near Abdaly, a few hundred metres outside the UN-monitored demilitarized zone in Kuwait.

According to the Mission, the Kuwaiti guard came near the UN vehicle and first pointed his rifle at the shoulder of the UN officer before aiming the weapon at the head of the officer. At that point, one of the two UN officers showed their UNIKOM identification cards to another police guard while the gun was still pointed at them. About a minute later, the Kuwaiti military guards laughed and moved away from the scene of the incident, allowing the UN vehicle to pass.

Kuwaiti authorities have assured UNIKOM that they would be investigating the incident.

* * *

Middle East


26 January – Deploring the “ominous escalation” of violence in the Gaza Strip over the past few days, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today urged the parties to halt their attacks and stressed the need for a comprehensive approach to securing peace in the Middle East.

In a statement released by his spokesman, Mr. Annan said he was “concerned by Israeli military operations in the Gaza Strip that place Palestinian civilians in harm’s way.” He voiced deep regret at the loss of life and injury resulting from Saturday night’s deadly Israeli incursion into Gaza City. Approximately a dozen people were killed and scores wounded in that incident.

The statement also expressed the Secretary-General’s concern about Friday’s rocket attacks against Israel launched from the Gaza Strip, and a similar attack earlier today. He called these actions “counterproductive to peace efforts such as the Palestinian ceasefire talks under way in Cairo.”

The Secretary-General called on both sides to act with restraint, in keeping with their obligations under international humanitarian law, and urged them to take steps to “break the cycle of violence that has claimed so many Israeli and Palestinian lives in recent years.”

Mr. Annan “remains convinced that the only way forward is a process that addresses political, security and economic issues in parallel, as set forth in the Quartet’s road map,” the spokesman said, referring to the outline for achieving peace put forward by the diplomatic grouping comprising the UN, United States, Russian Federation and European Union.

* * *

Côte d’Ivoire

26 January – Côte d’Ivoire’s leaders and people hold the key to lasting peace in their country, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today in Paris, where the parties have signed an accord aimed at ending their months-long conflict.

Speaking at a joint press conference with French President Jacques Chirac and South African President Thabo Mbeki, Mr. Annan, who grew up in neighbouring Ghana, recalled his impressions of Côte d’Ivoire. “The Ivory Coast I knew was a peaceful Ivory Coast, which was an island of stability in the region,” he said, noting that currently, the country “is in turmoil and in distress, and it is something that most of us in the region would never have expected.”

He predicted that if the parties adhered in good faith to their agreement, “we will come out of this crisis” and stressed the obligation of the leaders to deliver on their promises. “The Ivorians who have been asking for peace, who have been asking for the end of the conflict, who have been suffering for the past few months, deserve stability and peace.” At the same time, he voiced hope that “the population will work with the leaders” towards this end.

Responding to questions from the press, the Secretary-General emphasized that the leaders themselves had brokered their accord. “It is an agreement entered into willingly by all the parties to bring peace, stability and maintain the territorial integrity of the country,” he said, stressing that peace “cannot be imposed” from without.

Asked about the UN’s role in supporting the peace process, he said the Security Council would take up the issue of Côte d’Ivoire on Tuesday. “I would expect it down the line to discuss further concrete measures to support the Agreement,” he added.

Currently, the UN is working hard on the humanitarian front, assisting internally displaced people and refugees, he pointed out. “We are bringing in food to help the needy,” he said. “We have been very active on the question of human rights; we just sent in a team to investigate human rights abuses.” The team’s report is expected to be released next week.

* * *

Côte d’Ivoire 

 
25 January – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today urged the factions in Côte d’Ivoire to make good on pledges in an agreement aimed at ending the country’s civil strife, and called for international support to bolster the effort.

Addressing the opening of the summit meeting in Paris which brought together the parties as well as other concerned leaders, Mr. Annan warned that the fragile peace process must be consolidated. “It is, of course, for the men and women of Côte d’Ivoire to repudiate this dark page of their history, but we can and we must help them to do so,” he said, calling on donors to support the country’s recovery. 

The Secretary-General stressed the need to adopt long-term measures to forestall further conflict. “The stability of Côte d’Ivoire will depend on the emergence and consolidation of national justice, the building of a defence and security apparatus to protect the security of the people and the national territory, and above all responsible and unifying governance.” The amnesty granted to the rebels was key to national reconciliation, he said, adding that crimes against innocent civilians must not go unpunished. 

Mr. Annan pledged the UN’s full support to the Ivoirian people and called on all present “not to disappoint the hopes that this peace agreement has engendered.”

The Secretary-General repeated his call for action in remarks to a meeting on the follow-up mechanisms for the peace agreement, which he stressed was only a beginning. “The real hard work – the determined, sustained and good faith implementation of the agreement – begins now.”

He voiced confidence that given prevailing conditions, including the impending formation of a government of national unity, “it should be very quickly possible to consolidate the ceasefire, begin disarmament, and help the Government to ensure that normal life can resume.” He urged the international community to support the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) in its efforts to contribute to peace in Côte d’Ivoire and pledged to seek continued Security Council backing for the peace process.

Mr. Annan also called on the parties to undertake a “thorough reform” of the country’s defence and security forces. On the civilian and political side, he said the UN would “advise and assist” the parties in implementing the peace agreement. 

The parties have agreed to the establishment of an international follow-up committee to facilitate monitoring compliance with the agreement. The committee will be based in Abidjan, and will include representatives of the UN, ECOWAS, the African Union, the European Union, France, the “Group of Eight” industrialized countries, the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the International Organization of Francophonie. The Secretary-General said the panel should hold its first meeting in early February, focusing on drawing up a timetable for the accord’s implementation.

* * *

Côte d’Ivoire

27 January – The United Nations top envoy for the crisis in Côte d’Ivoire visited residents in an Abidjan shantytown to investigate reports of beatings, threats and other ill-treatment at the hands of armed groups.

During a weekend that was marked by violent demonstrations against a peace accord signed in Paris late last week, the Secretary-General’s Humanitarian Envoy for the crisis in Côte d’Ivoire, Carolyn McAskie, visited the Abidjan shantytown of Washington, following reports that residents there had been beaten and threatened by armed men during the previous night.  

Since her arrival in Abidjan, Ms. McAskie has registered her concern for the residents of Abidjan’s shantytowns, several of which had been destroyed in the wake of a September 2002 coup attempt.  After threats had been made early last week to residents of a shantytown, Ms. McAskie urged President Laurent Gbagbo to ensure that his 8 October declaration that no more shantytowns would be destroyed was respected. 
Saturday, when Ms. McAskie arrived in the Washington shantytown, dozens of members of the sprawling community, made up of Ivoirians and a large number of migrants from Burkina Faso and other West African nationals, gathered to listen as witnesses and victims stepped forth one by one to tell her their stories of beatings and harassment.  The wounded showed their bruised bodies as evidence.  

“The acts committed here last night are against the laws of Côte d’Ivoire,” she said. “The peace accord specifies that all those who have broken national and international laws, including humanitarian and human rights laws, must answer for their actions.” Stressing that the police and the gendarmes are not above the law, she urged them to remember their responsibilities to restore peace to the country, and to assure that all communities can live in harmony.
* * *
World Social Forum

27 January – Even with international attention galvanized by high-stakes security issues – from Iraq to the Korean peninsula – social activists must make sure that the plight of the world's poorest people and weakest countries is not abandoned, United Nations Secretary-General said in a message to the World Social Forum, under way in Porto Alegre, Brazil.

“You meet against a backdrop of great anxiety – about the possibility of war in Iraq, about nuclear proliferation on the Korean peninsula, about escalating violence in the Middle East, and about the possibility of new terror attacks,” Mr. Annan said in his message delivered on his behalf by Nitin Desai, UN Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs.  

The Forum is an annual conference of civil society groups that looks at ways to counteract the negative affects of globalization and is held at the same time as the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland.

In his message, the Secretary-General said he shared their worries that a number of other issues, from the merciless spread of AIDS to the negative effects of globalization, will be neglected when so much else may be happening in the weeks and months ahead.

“These phenomena and threats have an equal claim on the world's conscience,” Mr. Annan said, warning that neglecting such threats would be a tragedy, “not least because today we are better positioned than ever before to tackle these problems.” He said the international community now had more than pledges, promises and lengthy plans of action, noting the common framework the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) offer for governments to push forward on key questions of economic and social development. 

While stressing that governments must act to push the MDGs forward and that the UN system would do all it could, the Secretary-General said neither could succeed without the involvement of the “dynamic forces” arrayed in Porto Alegre. He urged the participants not only to hold their governments to their promises, but also to work in partnerships with them and to forge alliances with each other, UN agencies and the private sector. 

Mr Annan also said the non-governmental organizations and the business community could enrich the debate on the direction of the international system. “Our goal must be to make globalization an inclusive, equitable process,” he said, “and your advocacy will continue to play a vital part in the effort to shape it so that it offers opportunities not just for a fortunate few, but for all people, especially the poor and vulnerable.”

* * *

Afghanistan

27 January – With education initiatives and disarmament programmes already showing promise in Afghanistan, the country’s judicial task force has now joined with the United Nations lead development agency to tackle legal reform.

The Afghan Judicial Reform Commission and the UN Development Programme (UNDP) yesterday signed a two-year project on Rebuilding the Justice System of Afghanistan. According to a spokesman for the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA), this is the first major step towards judicial reform since the creation of the Commission.

Spokesman Manoel de Almeida e Silva said in Kabul that the first part of the project will be reconstructing and equipping the courthouses across the country; training judges and other law offices; increasing the capacity of the administration of justice system, and organizing seminars and training for the staff of the justice system.  “Particular attention will be given to ensure gender equity and a firmer role for women through the judicial system,” Mr. de Almeida e Silva said.

Strengthening the teaching and research capacity of Kabul University’s Faculty of Law and Sharia will also be part of the initial stage of judicial reform. A legal research institute will be established within the University and the library will be upgraded.

The spokesman said that the Judicial Reform Commission would be directly responsible for the full implementation of all elements of the programme. Representatives of the Commission, UNAMA and UNDP, as well as the Italian Embassy – charged with guiding judicial reform efforts last year by the Afghan Administration - will make up the project’s steering committee, and have a primary role in raising and managing the funds for the reform. 

The announcement of the joint project follows the international conference on Reform of the Afghan Justice System held in Rome last December. Conference participants pledged some $30 million and declared their commitment to help the Afghan Administration and the Commission restore the country’s judicial system and the rule of law.

* * *

Southern Africa

27 January – The United Nations top humanitarian envoy for southern Africa has warned that the food security situation in Malawi remains fragile and slight gains made to avert famine could be easily eroded by a combination of HIV/AIDS, late rains and floods.

Continuing his week-long, five-nation mission in southern Africa, James Morris, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Envoy for Humanitarian Needs in the region, said yesterday that despite rapid response from the international community, the crisis is “far from over and the situation remains so fragile that gains could be easily eroded.”  HIV/AIDS, late rains and floods are threatening this year’s upcoming harvest, placing millions of people at risk of starvation. 

The envoy, who travelled to one of the worst flood-affected districts during his visit to Malawi, said that along with the converging HIV/AIDS and hunger crises, floods earlier this month caused by Cyclone Delfina wreaked havoc throughout the country, destroying hundreds of acres of desperately needed maize, the staple food. More than 30,000 people were displaced by the floods, which also caused significant damage to roads, bridges and railway lines. 

Mr. Morris said that at the root of the humanitarian crisis in Malawi, along with erratic weather and chronic poverty, “is the HIV/AIDS pandemic, which is threatening the lives and livelihoods of millions of people.”  About 14 per cent of the country’s population is infected with HIV, the virus that causes AIDS. The virus worsens the effects that famine has on people due to their weakened immune systems. 

* * *

ILO

27 January – Faced with shrinking work forces and longer hours, fire fighters, police, paramedics and others in the public emergency sector are under increasing pressure to cope with rising crime, violence and accidents, according to a new report by the United Nations International Labour Organization (ILO).

The report, released to the weeklong Joint Meeting on Public Emergency Services: Social Dialogue in a Changing Environment, which opened today in Geneva, says that in addition to rising crime, violence and terror attacks, the public emergency sector in many countries are increasingly facing new challenges as a result of deteriorating working conditions. The meeting, focusing on front-line emergency workers, is set to review trends in working conditions and work out a set of guidelines to address the new demands facing the emergency sector.

According to ILO, public emergency sector workers must often contend with long working hours, a shrinking workforce and, in many countries, a lack of fundamental workplace rights including the right to strike. Emergency workers face “the most hazardous environment, next to that of military personnel in combat,” the report says, often risking their lives to save others. The role of these workers is constantly adjusting under the impact of changes in technology and in the nature of industrial activities, as well as increasing crime and violence.

The study and the meeting reflect new attention being focused on public emergency services in the wake of the 2001 attacks on the World Trade Center in New York, which killed over 400 fire fighters and police officers.  

The report says that while employment in the sector is increasing slowly – just keeping pace with rising demand in a few countries like the United States – in some European countries budgets and employment were being constrained. It also notes with concern that in a country like Mali, one fire fighter serves 33,435 people.

In addition, the ILO report says that in most countries emergency service workers find their basic rights at work restricted and are often deprived of coverage under labour laws applicable to other workers. It outlines acceptable ILO alternatives in such essential services for protection of people’s lives and safety, including adequate, impartial and speedy arbitration procedures to safeguard public emergency services worker’s interests.

* *** *




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "Mercury" ��U.S. Newswire - U.S. Plans to Thwart Global Mercury Treaty Talks, Document Shows�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Ecocrisis" ��YahooNews - UNEP Documents Palestinian Territories' Eco-Crisis�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Water" ��BBC -  UN makes water point�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Management" ��WATER: UNEP Urges Better Management As Global Supply Deteriorates�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Shortages" ��USA Today - Water shortages could leave world in dire straits�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Forest" ��Africa News - Uproot Bhang in Meru Forest, Orders Kulundu�
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