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ENVIRONMENT: The Decade After Next...

Stephen Leahy

BROOKLIN, Canada, Jan 27 (IPS) - Climate change could raise global temperatures a whopping 11 degrees C. by mid-century, new research revealed Thursday, even as some international experts warn that just a two-degree increase would likely spell disaster for many people.

New reports reveal that the Earth's climate is much more sensitive to human emissions of greenhouse gases like carbon dioxide than scientists had previously believed.

These changes pose real risks to international peace and security and the global economy, said Nigel Purvis of the Brookings Institution, a Washington-based think tank.

"The United Nations and the secretary-general, in particular, need to be much more active and forceful on this issue, including pressuring the U.S. to do more to curb its emissions," Purvis told IPS prior to the release of new British research that may be the most urgent call to action yet.

Using the most computer power ever attempted to predict the future climate, British climate scientists writing in the journal Nature today calculate that global temperatures could rise between two degrees and 11 degrees C. by mid-century.

The last estimate in 2001 by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), a groundbreaking scientific collaboration that laid the basis for the 1997 Kyoto Protocol on curbing greenhouse gases, was 1.5 to 4.5-degrees C.

While the IPCC estimate represents a consensus amongst the world's leading scientists, new data in the last two years suggests that doubling the amount of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases (GHGs) beyond pre-industrial levels could lead to shockingly sharp increases in temperatures.

Doubling would mean the GHG concentration has reached 540 parts per million (ppm) in the atmosphere -- a level not seen in millions of years. The current level is around 380 ppm, rising at more than two ppm per year and accelerating.

Last July, the IPCC convened a meeting in Paris to discuss the new data and concluded that extreme temperature increases could not be ruled out, said Myles Allen, a physicist at Oxford University and co-author of the Nature study.

"My gut feeling is that temperatures won't rise as high as 11 degrees C, but you can't rule it out and I find that very worrying," Allen said in an interview.

The next IPCC report and official estimate is expected in 2007.

While mid-century may be some distance away, in just 10 years global temperatures could be two degrees higher than pre-industrial levels, according to a report by the International Climate Change Taskforce released this week. Global temperatures are currently 0.7 degrees higher.

"Meeting the Climate Challenge" says if temperatures rise more than two degrees, "the risks to human societies and ecosystems grow significantly...(and) the risks of abrupt, accelerated or runaway climate change also increase".

These risks include substantial agricultural losses, widespread adverse health effects, greatly increased risks of water shortage and permanent damage to the world's coral reefs and rainforests.

The taskforce was set up by the Institute for Public Policy Research, the Centre for American Progress and the Australia Institute. Although these organisations focus on policy, not scientific research, IPCC head Rajendra Pachauri served as scientific advisor.

The report says there is an enormous need for more efficient low-carbon and no-carbon energy alternatives and an "urgent need to increase access to modern energy services for the world's poor".

The taskforce also urges British Prime Minster Tony Blair to set up a climate panel at the Group of Eight most industrialised nations (the United States, Canada, Britain, France, Germany, Italy, Japan and Russia), of which he is currently president, to "engage the United States and major developing countries in action to reduce greenhouse gas emissions".

There is a clear and direct link between environmental problems and global peace, according to the Environmental Change and Security Project (ECSP), which runs out of the Woodrow Wilson International Centre for Scholars in Washington.

"Environmental security is the disarmament policy of the future," Klaus Toepfer, the executive director of the United Nations Environment Programme, says in the ECSP's 10th anniversary report released this week.

"People in countries with severe population, environment, and health problems get desperate. If they have no hope, they turn to drastic things like civil war and terrorism." writes scientist and Pulitzer Prize-winning author Jared Diamond in the report.

"Today, no society can collapse without affecting other societies.".

Solving population, environment, and health problems is a cheap way to prevent conflict concludes Diamond, who has written a new book on these issues titled "Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail or Succeed".

"It would be relatively cheap to solve the world's public health problems, which if left untreated, may ultimately lead to the explosions that cause us to send in our troops. The band-aids cost much more than the antibiotic."

The least developed nations, weak and undemocratic states are the most vulnerable to climate change and are in desperate need of assistance to adapt the inevitable fallout, according to the Brookings Institution's Purvis, who, with a colleague also contributed a paper to the ECSP report.

The United Nations needs to dramatically strengthen its programmes to handle disaster and humanitarian crises because there will be many more in the future, said Purvis. Early warning systems and vulnerability assessments will need to be done. And nations most at risk will need help in setting up risk reduction strategies.

All this will require that nations from the developed world come up with a lot more funding to help countries face these enormous challenges, he says. But Purvis believes the money will come.

"It's becoming understood that it is in the U.S.'s and other developed nations' moral and security interests to reduce global poverty," he said. "Unfortunately it's unlikely the U.S. will be involved in substantial (emissions) reductions for some time under the Bush administration."

While the Kyoto Protocol will take effect Feb. 16 with 136 countries participating, Bush has refused to submit the treaty to Congress for ratification because he says industrialised nations are unfairly singled out.

There has been some action at the local and state level, but key steps like increasing fuel efficiency standards for vehicles and setting mandatory cuts in emissions for industry nationwide are not being done, he said.

"The U.S. public knows global warming is real but they don't think it's a high priority," Purvis concluded. (END/2005) 

_____________________________________________________________________________

All Africa

Environment Reporting Still a Grey Area

Business Day (Johannesburg)

Global players not giving full picture

MOST global companies still fail to disclose to investors how environmental and social issues pose both strategic risks and opportunities for their businesses, according to an international review of reports on corporate sustainability.

The review was compiled by SustainAbility, an independent business consultancy, the United Nations Environment Programme and ratings agency Standard & Poor's.

The review indicates that well over 50000 multinational companies still fail to report on environmental and social issues.

An analysis revealed that most companies failed to give any real insight into what they were reporting on and why they were doing so.

Few companies linked their nonfinancial reporting with their financial reporting.

The review notes that corporate governance is an area where the quality of coverage has jumped strikingly. But it seemed that companies' boards did not yet grasp the evolving links between corporate governance and the "triple bottom line" agenda that environmentalists and regulators favour.

Triple bottom line reporting requires companies to disclose not only their profits, but also their corporate social responsibility and environmental activities.

The review finds that only three out of 50 global companies surveyed assess their balance sheet's implications of key environmental and social risks, despite this information being increasingly important to analysts, investors lenders, insurers and reinsurers.

More than 350 company reports were submitted for the survey and 50 were selected by an international independent expert committee for a full analysis.

Out the 50 top companies trying to meet the requirements, five South African companies fell within the top 25.

Co-operative Financial Services (UK) was the leading company passing the 70% mark of the benchmark set, with other companies Novo Nordisk, BP, British American Tobacco, British Telecom, BAA, Rabobank, Rio Tinto, and Shell following close behind.

South African companies featuring in the top 25 saw Anglo American leading the pack, ranked 12th, BHP Billiton ranked 16th, and SABMiller 22nd. MTN and Sasol were ranked joint 25th.

Interestingly, the overwhelming majority of SA's Top 50 companies also have investment grade credit ratings.

The review says that while it would be inappropriate to suggest a link, it is striking that enhanced transparency and disclosure via sustainability reporting is clearly linked to companies that display strong levels of credit quality a widely recognised indicator of their operating and financial stability.

Relevant Links

Southern Africa

Stock Markets

Investment

South Africa

Environment

The review shows some companies have improved transparency on corporate responsibility.

SustainAbility chairman John Elkington said corporate governance was the hottest topic, but recent scandals had meant most boards were focused on financial integrity issues to the detriment of the bigger picture of nonfinancial risks and opportunities.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Financial Times (UK)

Prevention is better than cure but the world is still unprepared for disaster: Fear of calamity in a changing climate
By David Pilling 
Published: January 28 2005 02:00 | Last updated: January 28 2005 02:00

When RazzakAli, a wireless operator, saw thesea churn and suck back towards the horizon as he worked up a tower on the island of Teressa in the southern Andamans, he put what he calls his "personal early warning" system into action.
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Shouting "a tsunami is coming", Mr Ali told a man on a passing moped to warn everyone in neighbouring villages to flee. Thanks to his foresight, the result of watching a television programme about tidal waves, at least 1,500 people were saved.

No one could have prevented the massive earthquake off the coast of Sumatra or the subsequent tsunamis that killed an estimated 280,000 people around the Indian Ocean. But as Mr Ali demonstrated, lives could be spared through timely intervention - in his case purchased for the price of a second-hand scooter and a subscription to satellite television. Across the Indian Ocean as a whole, where an early warning system could have been installed for $8m-$12m (£4m-£6m), tens of thousands of deaths could have been avoided.

"We can't stop the disasters," says Chowdhury Kamal Ibne Yusuf, Bangladesh's minister for food and disaster management. "But definitely we can reduce the risk of people who are vulnerable to disaster."

The extent of the world's neglect of counter-disaster measures is becoming clear. Like the Indian Ocean, the Caribbean and Mediterranean seas are bereft of a tsunami early warning system. Experts say even the much-heralded system in the Pacific, which has operated since the 1960s and gathers information from sea-bed sensors, has many blind spots. "Japan, Russia, Canada, the US, Australia and New Zealand. That's it," says Sálvano Briceño, director of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction, the United Nations secretariat responsible for co-ordinating disaster prevention. "When you go to the small [Pacific] islands, if a tsunami hits them now, it would be as devastating as it was for the Maldives."

The lack of readiness goes far beyond tsunamis. Each year fairly predictable typhoons, cyclones, hurricanes, floods and droughts cause enormous and often preventable damage. In 2002 alone, according to the World Food Programme, 600m people were caught up in natural disasters. Belgium's university-based Centre for Research on the Epidemiology of Disasters estimates that weather and ocean-related disasters killed 620,000 people in the decade to 2001, causing $700bn of damage.

Yet a paltry 2 per cent of the $4bn-$5bn spent on disasters by the UN and international charities goes on prevention, according to GTZ, the German agency for technical co-operation. The ISDR is just four years old, has no permanent budget and a tiny staff of 14 who do not know if they will have a job from month to month.

Mr Briceño says disaster relief has been more of a priority, although various UN agencies had their own prevention programmes. Now he expects his secretariat will be put on a stable footing and given an annual budget that he hopes will start at about $250m. Jan Egeland, UN head of humanitarian affairs, says the world has had a "wake-up call" about the institutional neglect of disaster reduction. "Before the tsunami, this was a special interest group issue," he says. "Now it is an issue for heads of state."

Mr Egeland says studies show that for every $1 spent on disaster reduction about $10 is saved by limiting the need for subsequent relief. A 1998 paper written by Kiyoshi Kobayashi of Kyoto university's civil engineering department is one of many to conclude that flood control measures, for example, have benefits of 10 times the expected damage levels if no insurance is available. "Much more attention has to be given to disaster prevention and preparedness," Mr Egeland says. "We need to be more than a fire brigade."

At a global conference on disaster reduction in Kobe last week - only the second to be held - the case for prevention began to take shape. "Risk is when the probability of disaster and vulnerability collide," says Marcus Oxley, disaster management director for Tearfund, a UK-based charity, who attended the conference. "You can't do much about probability, but you can do a lot about vulnerability through improving infrastructure, making sure your hospitals and schools are safe havens, not death traps, and shoring up your human systems."

The same disaster can have vastly different outcomes depending on a country's readiness. In Somalia at least 298 people were killed by the tsunami: in neighbouring Kenya, where the tsunami's progress had been noted and warnings issued, only one person died.

As with warnings, so with buildings. On December 26, 2003, an earthquake that hit the Iranian city of Bam destroyed 80 per cent of the buildings, many of them built of mud bricks, and killed 26,000 people. Four days earlier an earthquake of the same magnitude had shaken San Robles, a Californian city with strict building codes. Only two people died.

Even rich countries can be caught short. When an earthquake struck Kobe in 1995 the central hospital collapsed as did one of two buildings designated as an earthquake response centre. Gas supplies were not switched off and hundreds of people who had survived the earthquake died in fires.

Investment in infrastructure, early-warning systems and evacuation procedures can therefore reap huge dividends. The Kobe earthquake notwithstanding, Japan has taken great strides to improve its disaster-readiness. Measures to control floods and landslides have dramatically cut the number of deaths from the typhoons that lash the archipelago each year. Japan has built the world's best tsunami-warning system, capable of issuing accurate alerts minutes after an earth tremor. During the Kobe conference a 5.0 magnitude earthquake shook the coast off Hokkaido, Japan's northernmost island. Within minutes television and radio broadcasts were telling inhabitants that, this time, there was no danger of a tsunami.

Even without enormous resources, big improvements are possible. In Bangladesh, a total of 500,000 people died as a result of cyclones in 1970 and 1991. Now, Mr Briceño says: "Early warning systems operate every year on floods, when the monsoons and the rains come . . .Bangladesh has gone from half a million killed in floods to only a few thousand."

When countries are financially or institutionally incapable of preparing for disasters, longer-term development falls by the wayside. If vital buildings, such as schools, hospitals and those housing emergency services are not built to withstand natural shocks, countries are continually having to clear up the wreckage and start from scratch. "Disasters can wipe out years of development in hours," says Klaus Töpfer, executive director of the UN Environment Programme. He says disasters pose a huge threat to the UN's millennium development goals, which aim to halve global poverty by 2015.

Environmental degradation also plays a role in how severe the effects of some natural phenomena can be, removing natural barriers to hurricanes and storm surges such as tree cover and coral reefs. Last year a hurricane killed nearly 3,000 people in Haiti, where the loss of mangrove protection and a lack of civil organisation left the population exposed. In the Dominican Republic, which shares an island with Haiti, the same hurricane resulted in just a handful of fatalities. Uncontrolled urbanisation has also exposed millions to risk: many of the huge cities in Asia and Latin America, built on fault lines or on coastal areas at risk of flooding, have hopelessly deficient building regulations and emergency services.

If the lessons of humanity's inadequate preparations for natural disaster are obvious, the solutions are not. Just as with health or development goals, says Maryvonne Plessis-Fraissard, director of Transport and Urban Development at the World Bank, only states with proper governance can hope to put adequate measures in place. Countries that cannot get clean drinking water to their citizens are unlikely to be able to implement well-planned evacuation procedures or enforce building codes, she says.

Some measures, such as early warning systems, can only be co-ordinated at international level. The Kobe conference adopted a global action plan for a substantial reduction in disaster-related deaths over the next decade. It pressed governments to prioritise disaster reduction, ensuring that all vital buildings were built to latest construction codes and that at-risk countries had well-rehearsed evacuation plans and proper information for citizens. But charities including the Red Cross criticised the resolution for failing to set numerical targets and for being non-binding on member states.

Mr Egeland has called on the international donor community to devote 10 per cent of the $4bn-$5bn that goes to disaster relief each year to disaster reduction, a policy already endorsed by the UK and Germany.

Yet there is no foolproof way to earmark highly fungible resources or guarantee that spending more on one thing will not simply mean diverting funds from equally pressing projects. "The danger is that this will descend into turf war," says Mr Oxley of Tearfund, who accuses UN agencies of spending too much time scrapping for budgets and too little co-ordinating their activities. "You need to specify what you are going to deliver and by when. Otherwise these things simply fall through the cracks."

Even the relatively simple and specific task of developing a tsunami early warning system for the Indian Ocean shows the difficulty of mounting a rational response. Countries including the US, Germany, Japan, France, China and Australia have jostled for a leading role in the process. Junichiro Koizumi, Japan's prime minister, took the initiative by giving over two days of the Kobe conference to drawing up a plan. But India and China also announced they would be holding conferences. There will also be several meetings in Europe.

"You need to assign [donors] specific areas of work or specific countries," Mr Briceño says. "Early warning systems are a very complex process," he says, referring to the need to knit national systems together into a seamless whole. "It is not just the technical and scientific capacity, which the Inter-governmental Oceanographic Commission of Unesco is co-ordinating, but the capacity-building for each nation."

Ms Plessis-Fraissard points out that, unlike for earthquakes which are measured on the Richter scale, many natural disasters do not even have a common international vocabulary.

Once tsunami warnings are issued, some means of relaying the message to at-risk communities needs to be devised, whether it be via radio, sirens or personal beepers distributed to a portion of the population. People also need to know what to do and where to go. In Tokyo, for example, every residence and office is assigned a nearby evacuation centre.

Optimists see signs in recent days that donor nations have put aside their suspicions of UN bureaucracy in the interests of getting an Indian Ocean system up and running. The UN is talking about the process as a template for how international co-operation could be organised across the whole area of disaster prevention.

Yet when the next natural disaster strikes it is far from certain that the world will be any more prepared than the millions of Asians who thought tsunamis had little relevance to them.

Four hurricanes smashed their way last year through the Caribbean and into Florida, where the US insurance industry estimated the damage at $22bn.

Such disasters appear to be on the rise. According to the Centre for Research on the Epidemiology of Disasters, the number of severe weather and ocean-related disasters has risen six- to eightfold since the mid-1970s to nearly 400 a year. The World Meteorological Organisation, part of Unesco and the body that helps run the Pacific tsunami warning system, has concluded there is a clear link between climate change and the rising number of natural disasters.

For some, though, the hurricanes of 2004 were simply a natural event - another manifestation of the power of the elements - and even US government scientists were divided. Experts at the US National Center for Atmospheric Research see them as providing some of the clearest evidence yet of anthropogenic (man-made) climate change. But the US National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, which runs the US National Hurricane Center, attributed the windstorms to a natural swing in the Caribbean's weather cycle.

They said: "Since 1995, there has been an increase in the frequency and intensity of hurricanes in the Atlantic Basin. But nothing has been observed that would suggest anything is going on other than a continuation of the decades-long cycle of more and less activity that has been occurring for the last few hundred years." Relatively few big hurricanes were observed from the 1970s to early 1990s, they pointed out, compared with considerable activity between the 1940s to early 1960s.

That is the problem with climate change: at present, we cannot say for sure whether it is taking place. But if events such as the 2004 hurricanes were one of the first manifestations, climate change will have consequences that are likely to be very serious. Even if those events were just freak weather, the weight of world scientific opinion suggests that climate change will happen, as a consequence of what human beings are doing to the planet.

In his interview with the FT this week, Tony Blair, the prime minister, said the "overwhelming probability is that it is a problem" and committed his presidency of the Group of Eight leading industrial nations to a widening dialogue on the issue.

Climate change scientists argue that we are playing with the earth's weather systems by pumping greenhouse gases into the atmosphere. Greenhouse gases, such as carbon dioxide and methane, trap infra-red radiation instead of allowing it to be dissipated into space. This effect has been known to scientists since the 19th century. Burning fossil fuels releases vast quantities of greenhouse gases into the atmosphere.

Scientists estimate that we have raised the level of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere from about 280 parts per million in pre-industrial times to levels approaching 380 parts per million.

They point to an alarming consequence of this increase in atmospheric carbon. The global temperature has been rising. Of the hottest 15 years on record, every one has occurred since 1980, and the hottest five since 1997, according to the UK's Natural Environment Research Council.

Sceptics say that the world is heating up naturally as it emerges from a "mini ice age", which dominated the past few centuries. In the history of the planet, there have been many times when atmospheric carbon has reached higher levels without any human action. At some stages in history, the ice caps have almost disappeared.

Who is right will have an enormous impact. Some businesses have taken the sceptical line and rejected calls for curbs on carbon emissions - in the US, for instance, the National Association of Manufacturers stands firm against such restrictions. But others have adopted a more cautious approach. Already, the insurance industry - likely to be one of the sectors most affected by any worsening in the weather - is gearing up to deal with the possible consequences.

By some estimates, climate change will cost the world $150bn a year in 10 years' time, which translates into $40bn a year in insurance costs alone.

Lord Oxburgh, chairman of Shell, in a Greenpeace lecture this week urged more regulation to encourage the adoption of low-carbon technologies, saying it was not "going to happen if the market is left to itself".
____________________________________________________________________________________________
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One Month Later, Picture of Tsunami's Toll on the Environment Emerges

January 27, 2005 — By Bert Herman, Associated Press 

JANTHO, Indonesia — Rustling branches betray the likely presence of an orangutan in the distance, while twittering insects and streams provide the soundtrack of the tropical forests of Aceh province, a temple of nature rising above the tsunami-ravaged shores below. 

Though the forests that cover much of Aceh were left largely untouched by the Dec. 26 disaster, environmentalists fear these areas could be hurt in the rush to rebuild. And they warn a failure to heed environmental concerns during reconstruction could end up causing yet more natural disasters. 

At the same time, greater scrutiny now by the scores of international aid workers who are here could help minimize the illegal logging fueled by widespread corruption that has flourished under the military's unchecked reign in Aceh, where foreigners have been mostly banned. 

"It is clear that the recovery and reconstruction process under way must also invest in the environmental capital of natural resources, the forests, mangroves and coral reefs that are nature's buffer to such disasters and their consequences," Klaus Toepfer, head of the U.N. Environment Program said recently. 

The tsunami's toll on the environment across the Indian Ocean is only now being assessed, since most aid work focuses on the immediate need of feeding and sheltering the hundreds of thousands of survivors. 

In Sri Lanka and Thailand, coral reefs were broken and buried under sand, disrupting delicate ocean ecosystems. Rice fields and wells have been inundated with salt water, requiring years of rehabilitation. 

Aceh was hardest-hit because it was closest to the epicenter of the earthquake that spawned the tsunami. A report by the government and international community estimated the economic cost to the environment at US$675 million (euro520 million), the U.N. Environment Program said. 

Still, left untouched in the center of Aceh is the 2.6 million hectare (6.4 million acre) Leuser Ecosystem, crowned by a 3,140-meter (10,302-foot) mountain of the same name. 

A moratorium on logging across Aceh was declared in March 2001 to protect Leuser and other forests, but that hasn't stopped illegal tree-cutting -- sometimes with the participation of rogue elements in the military that controls the region. 

Teddy Gunawarman, secretary-general of the Leuser International Foundation, which has a government mandate to protect the area, said he fears that in inland areas ringed with forests, people will simply cut down nearby trees to rebuild rather than buy legal wood from elsewhere. 

The forest forms the last place in the world where large mammals like elephants, orangutans, tigers and rhinoceros live together, Gunawarman said. 

There could be ripple effects. In Jantho, 60 kilometers (35 miles) southeast of the provincial capital, Banda Aceh, for example, logging could eliminate a vital water catchment along the Krueng Aceh river that feeds into the city, raising the risk of floods. 

"People will be hit by a second natural disaster," Gunawarman warned. 

It's happened before on Sumatra island. In November 2003, more than 200 people were killed when a flash flood swept through the Bukit Lawang tourist resort in North Sumatra province that neighbors Aceh. 

Officials blamed illegal cutting upstream and labeled the people involved in the trade "environmental terrorists" -- threatening those convicted of illegal logging with a death sentence. 

Mike Griffiths, vice chairman of the Leuser International Foundation, suggests using coconut trees and other alternative materials for new homes -- or even importing wood -- rather than cutting down the valuable hardwoods that make up Indonesia's forests. 

"This is a chance for the international community to get together and instead of giving money or rice, to give timber," he said. 

Mustafa Hasjbullah, head of the provincial Forestry Department, said he is pleading with aid groups not to use illegal logs to build new homes for tsunami victims. But he said his office can't really do anything to stop illegal logging and the final responsibility rests with the national government. 

"I have forestry police but they have no power," said Hasjbullah. 

The military says it receives only 30 percent to 40 percent of the funding its needs to operate in Aceh. That has encouraged the soldiers to come up with other solutions to make ends meet -- encouraging corruption and illegal businesses, said Steven Galster, executive director in Thailand of the environmental advocacy group WildAid and an expert on illegal logging in Aceh. 

"There's an opportunity here now that Aceh is open... to keep (the army) busy in reconstruction without cutting down trees," Galster said. "It's a kind of ugly silver lining." 

In Banda Aceh's urban planning office, Chairani Abdullah pores over plans for some 21 relocation camps with barracks for 100 people each, housing she says is needed urgently. 

Still, she said no illegal wood would be used in the haste to finish the temporary houses for the tsunami homeless, enabling them to move out of tents and try to return to normal life. 

"Even though it's an emergency, we have rules," she said. 

Source: Associated Press
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PR Newswire US

January 27, 2005 Thursday 02:28 PM GMT

HEADLINE: Monitoring the Environmental Effects of GM Crops; 
FAO Expert Consultation Recommends Guidelines and Methodologies 


BODY:

WASHINGTON and ROME, Jan. 27 /PRNewswire/ -- A consultation of experts convened at the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), recommended that any responsible deployment of Genetically Modified (GM) crops needs to comprise the whole technology development process, from the pre-release risk assessment, to biosafety considerations and post release monitoring.

Environmental goals must also encompass the maintenance and protection of basic natural resources such as soil, water and biodiversity. In this way monitoring could become the key element in generating the necessary knowledge to protect agro-systems, rural livelihoods and broader ecological integrity.

Potential hazards associated with GM cropping -- according to the scientists -- have all to be placed within the broader context of both positive and negative impacts that are associated with all agricultural practices. 

Involving farmer groups

Environmental organizations, farmer groups and community organizations should be actively and continuously engaged in this process. These stakeholders -- the workshop agreed -- are absolutely intrinsic to the system.

FAO is ready to facilitate this process along with other agencies and national and international research centres, encouraging the adoption of rigorously designed monitoring programs. Besides FAO and UNEP, the CGIAR Centres are expected to play an important role in partnership with national research centres.

The consultation was organized in the light of the controversy and public concern over Genetic Modifications (GM). FAO asked a group of agricultural scientists from many parts of the world to provide clear preliminary guidelines on the most accurate and scientifically sound approach to monitoring the environmental effects of existing GM crops.

Protecting agrosystems and livelihoods

"FAO's aim is to provide a tool to assist countries in making their own informed choices on the matter, as well as protect the productivity and ecological integrity of farming systems," said Ms. Louise O. Fresco, FAO Assistant Director-General of the Agriculture Department.

She added "the need to monitor both the benefits and potential hazards of released GM crops to the environment is becoming ever more important with the dramatic increase in the range and scale of their commercial cultivation, especially in developing countries."

The experts acknowledged that a great deal of data is already available. What needs to be done is to bring together and coordinate this volume of often scattered information. They also emphasized that monitoring the effects of GM crops on the environment is not only necessary but feasible even with limited resources when it is integrated with the deployment of these crops.

The experts agreed that it is important to identify the most accurate existing data. They noted that field and traditional expertise should become a strong resource in addition to scientific expertise. These data could be used in indicators to measure the effects of GM crops on the environment. Significant changes that might cause concern should be promptly notified. In this regard, a full stakeholder engagement -- farmers, scientists, consumers, public and the private sector and the civil society -- will be necessary and integral to the process.

One of the difficulties in monitoring agriculture is the heterogeneity of farming systems in the different regions. The group of scientists recommended that the objective of environmental monitoring of GM crops should be nested within processes that address broader goals. There would be a need to adapt any methodology to the specific farming system through a well-designed process.

Monitoring GM crops will provide information for policies and regulations, but mainly will give producers informed options in order to allow technologies to be adopted in a sustainable way. 

CONTACT: Michael Hage, Regional Information officer for North America of
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, +1-202-653-0011,
michael.hage@fao.org 

Web site: http://www.fao.org/english/newsroom 

SOURCE Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations http://www.prnewswire.com
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La Tribune 

27 janvier 2005

TITRE: POUR L'ONU, L'IMPACT ÉCONOMIQUE DU TSUNAMI SERA FAIBLE

ENCART:


Les économies d'Asie du Sud devraient connaître une croissance de 6,25 % cette année. Mais sur le terrain, les familles décimées pleurent 229.600 morts. Les experts réévaluent à la hausse les dégâts environnementaux.

TEXTE-ARTICLE:


L'effort de reconstruction nécessaire après les tsunamis de décembre fournit l'occasion de faire d'importants investissements dans les pays du contour de l'océan Indien." Un mois après la catastrophe des tsunamis dans l'océan Indien, l'Organisation des nations unies (ONU) a conclu son récent rapport sur l'Etat de l'économie mondiale sur une note qui se veut positive. 

Ce rapport confirme que l'impact économique des raz de marée, pris dans le sens le plus étroit qui soit, sera faible, de l'ordre de 0,05 % du PIB en 2005. Ainsi, malgré le nombre des victimes des tsunamis (au moins 229.600 morts), dont le coût échappe paradoxalement aux comptabilités économiques traditionnelles, les économies d'Asie du Sud devraient connaître une croissance de 6,25 % cette année. 

Rendez-vous important. Cette prévision recouvre des situations différentes selon les pays. Le Sri Lanka devrait enregistrer une perte de croissance de 0,25 %, mais semble encore sous le choc, de même que la Thaïlande, dont les côtes dépendent en grande partie du tourisme. Pour l'Indonésie et l'Inde, aux économies plus diversifiées, l'impact joue différemment. Quoi qu'il en soit, les milliards de dollars qui seront mobilisés pour les secours et l'aide à la reconstruction dans les économies locales touchées seront un rendez-vous important pour leur développement. 

L'Indonésie a affirmé la semaine passée qu'elle dépenserait 22 milliards de dollars sur cinq ans pour construire des infrastructures (routes, centrales électriques...). Les donateurs internationaux tels que la Banque asiatique de développement et le Japon ont promis 1,7 milliard de dollars pour reconstruire la province d'Aceh, où plus de 110.000 morts ont été recensés. Selon le gouvernement indonésien, l'économie devrait croître de 5,5 % cette année après 5 % l'an passé. La faiblesse de l'impact est due à l'absence d'installations industrielles de poids dans la région d'Aceh, une zone où s'opposent depuis des années les séparatistes (GAM) et l'armée indonésienne. 

Selon l'ONU, près de 5,4 milliards de dollars ont été promis par la communauté internationale après la catastrophe. "La réponse des donateurs n'a jamais été meilleure, plus généreuse, ni plus rapide", avait commenté le coordinateur des opérations d'urgence de l'ONU, Jan Egeland, à Kobe, où s'est tenue la semaine passée une conférence sur la prévention des risques de désastres. 759 millions de dollars sur les 977 millions réclamés le 6 janvier lors du sommet de Djakarta ont été "couverts". 

Plus alarmantes. Sur le terrain, les fonds mobilisés ne seront pas superflus. "Les dernières enquêtes montrent que les conséquences sur l'environnement sont encore plus alarmantes que ce que nous craignions auparavant", a prévenu Klaus Topfer, directeur du Programme des Nations unies pour l'environnement (Pnue). En Indonésie les dommages provoqués à l'environnement ont été estimés à 675 millions de dollars. "Il est clair que la reconstruction en cours doit également investir dans le capital environnemental des ressources naturelles - forêts, mangroves, récifs de corail", a-t-il ajouté. 

L. C., avec AFP et Bloomberg

DATE-CHARGEMENT: 26 janvier 2005
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Reuters

Blair Calls on U.S. to Take Climate Change Seriously

By Sean Maguire

DAVOS, Switzerland (Reuters) - The United States, realizing it cannot defeat global threats like terrorism alone, must cooperate to fight other planetary challenges like climate change, British Prime Minister Tony Blair said on Wednesday.

"Interdependence is no longer disputed," said Blair, speaking to a forum of business and political leaders. "If America wants the rest of the world to be part of the agenda it has set, it must be part of their agenda too."

President Bush's inauguration speech last week showed the United States realized it could not defeat terror threats just by military means or on its own, said Blair, one of the U.S. leader's staunchest allies.

Defending the speech, which was accused of not reflecting the reality of U.S. policies, Blair said its support for extending democracy and liberty "emphatically puts defeating the causes of terrorism alongside defeating the terrorists."

Blair said after international divisions over the war in Iraq, there was "a wish to re-unify." He has predicted Bush's second term would see more account taken of the views of Europe, which the president visits next month on a fence-mending trip.

There was common purpose in fighting global terrorism, extending democracy and seeking peace in the Middle East, said Blair, stressing that those issues and his agenda for this year's Group of Eight presidency could not be decoupled.

Blair wants to focus British leadership of the G8 group of leading industrialized nations on relieving poverty and disease in Africa and on combating climate change.

But the Bush administration has little enthusiasm for mandatory action to tackle the warming of the planet.

It has refused to sign up to the Kyoto protocol on cutting emissions thought to cause global warming, arguing it would cost U.S. jobs and unfairly burden developed states while imposing no obligation on poorer polluting states such as China and India.

LOW COST CLIMATE SOLUTION

A broad belief in Europe that scientists have proved global warming is a reality is not so widely shared in the United States. The evidence of climate change had been clearly and persuasively advocated by a very large number of entirely independent and compelling voices, said Blair. "The majority is not always right. But they deserve to be listened to."

If governments proposed solutions involving drastic but justified cuts in growth or living standards they would not be agreed, Blair conceded.

But global warming could be tackled without enormous economic cost through more intelligent use of science, a greater contribution by rapidly developing economies and market mechanisms like emissions trading, he argued.

"We need to send a clear signal that whilst we continue to analyze science ... we are united in moving in the direction of greenhouse gas reductions," said Blair.

An international panel of experts this week described global warming as an "ecological time bomb" and warned that without fast action carbon concentrations would push global temperatures up from pre-industrial times by 2 degrees Celsius (3.6 degrees Fahrenheit).

That level would trigger "substantial agricultural losses, greatly increased numbers of people at risk of water shortages, and widespread adverse health impacts," the panel warned.

Blair used his speech to repeat his call for more aid for Africa, faster debt relief, imaginative financing of help for the continent and a dismantling of unfair trade barriers.

He speaks on a panel on Africa on Thursday with rock star Bono, South African President Thabo Mbeki, Microsoft chief Bill Gates and former U.S. president Bill Clinton.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Financial Times
Doubts cast on Blair and Chirac aid ideas
By Alan Beattie and Krishna Guha in Davos and Fiona Harvey,,Environment Correspondent 
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Thabo Mbeki, South African president, and Bill Clinton, former US president, yesterday cast doubt on the feasibility of international taxes to fund development aid proposed this week by Jacques Chirac, French president.
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And the US responded coolly to the call by Tony Blair, prime minister, for concerted international action on climate change.

Mr Chirac, addressing the world economic forum on Wednesday night, argued for a new global tax on aviation fuel, financial transactions or capital flows.

But Mr Mbeki thought global taxes might take too long to get approval. "Would it involve the consent of all the governments and parliaments around the world?" Mr Mbeki said. "That was the concern that was expressed. The resources are required today."

Mr Clinton said Mr Chirac's ideas seemed unlikely to gather enough international support quickly enough. Mr Blair continued to argue that all ideas, including international taxes, ought to remain on the table.

He has set up a commission on Africa, which he intends to make a central part of the UK's presidency of the group of eight leading industrialised nations this year.

Bono, the rock star who campaigns with the group Data (Debt, Aids, Trade, Africa), said writing off poor nations' debt to the International Monetary Fund and World Bank would be a benchmark for a successful year.

US politicians rejected accusations that the US, which remains last among rich countries in the share of gross domestic product devoted to overseas aid, was failing to pull its weight on aid.

Bill Frist, leader of the US Senate, referring to the tsunami, said: "If you look at the aid that was most quickly on the ground, it was US aid."

Mr Clinton said the low level of US aid was explained by the fact that "no one ever got beat running for Congress or president for not doing it".

The US responded to Mr Blair's comments on climate change by pointing out that the administration's opposition to the UN-brokered Kyoto protocol on climate change requiring mandatory curbs on greenhouse gas emissions remained essentially unchanged.

Other critics noted that Mr Blair moved much closer to the US position that investment in alternative technology such as hydrogen fuel offered the best hope of combating climate change.

Myron Ebell, director at the Competitive Enterprise Institute think-tank in Washington, said Mr Blair had echoed the US stance on technology representing the best hope of combatting climate change in order to avoid defeat in asking for substantive progress in cutting emissions.

"I just don't think [the administration is] going to give much ground on this," he said.

But scientists think that waiting 20 or 30 years for new technology would risk allowing global warming to reach irreversible levels long before new technologies have eliminated the need for fossil fuels, which produce greenhouse gases, blamed for causing climate change.

A report published yesterday in the journal Nature found that global temperatures could rise by up to 11° C within a century.
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The Age

Blair tells US to act on climate change

By Annabel Crabb
Davos
January 28, 2005

British Prime Minister Tony Blair delivers a formal opening speech on the need to control climate change at the congress hall of the World Economic Forum in Davos.
Photo: AFP
A speech by the British PM puts pressure on George Bush to listen to the world and join in the debate.
British Prime Minister Tony Blair has urged his US counterpart George Bush to listen to the rest of the world and take stronger action to reverse climate change.

Mr Blair used an influential speaking slot at the opening session of the World Economic Forum meeting in Davos, Switzerland, to increase pressure on Mr Bush.

"If America wants the rest of the world to be part of the agenda it has set, it must be part of their agenda, too," Mr Blair said.

"It can do so, secure in the knowledge that what people want is not for America to concede, but to engage.

"We may disagree about the nature of the problems and how to resolve them, but no nation, no matter how powerful, seriously believes today that these problems can be resolved alone."

Late yesterday, Mr Blair was due to team up with Microsoft billionaire Bill Gates, South African President Thabo Mbeki, former US president Bill Clinton and rock star Bono to discuss the health and poverty crisis confronting Africa.

AdvertisementAdvertisement

Mr Blair's words at the opening Davos session are being interpreted as an indicator that he will use his chairmanship of the G8 forum this year as an opportunity to win concessions from the United States on the Kyoto Protocol and other worldwide initiatives to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

French President Jacques Chirac, a surprise addition to the conference's guest list who became available only after the announcement that Mr Blair would attend, delivered an address by video link proposing a dramatic initiative to boost the global aid budget.

Mr Chirac suggested a new international tax system levying charges on financial transactions, fuel and international flight tickets, as a means of raising money for Third World aid.

No nation, no matter how powerful, seriously believes . . . these problems can be resolved alone." 
Tony Blair
Mr Blair, who faces an election in May and has encountered substantial domestic criticism over his involvement in the invasion of Iraq, nevertheless defended Mr Bush.

"America, as is perhaps inevitable, being the world's only superpower who, in the end, is expected not just to talk about the world's problems, but to solve them, approaches all issues with a propensity to question what others assume, treat the pressure of pressure groups with resistance and ask others to share responsibility," he said.

"No one could say (Mr Bush's) inauguration speech was lacking in idealism.

"I support the Kyoto Protocol. Others will not . . . but business and the global economy need to know this isn't an issue that is going away."

The most senior American delegate this year at Davos is US Trade Representative Robert Zoellick. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice declined an invitation due to domestic responsibilities in her new office. President Bush was also unavailable, although he is due to embark on a European trip during which he will meet foreign leaders including German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder.

Australian Prime Minister John Howard will arrive in Davos late today, but organisers are yet to disclose the details of his schedule.

A broad belief in Europe that scientists have proved that global warming is a reality is not so widely shared in the US.

Mr Blair said evidence of climate change had been persuasively presented. "The majority is not always right. But they deserve to be listened to," he said.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

E.A. Standard

Maathai: Forest plunder hindering Millennium Goals

By Evelyn Kwamboka

Nobel Peace Laureate Wangari Maathai yesterday joined world leaders in officially inaugurating the international scientific conference in France.

Prof Maathai said the destruction of forests in Kenya was frustrating efforts to realise the Millennium Development Goals (MDG).

She expressed concern over massive deposits of soil in the dams built across the Tana River, saying this was reducing the lifespan of the dams.

Maathai, who was invited by France President Jacques Chirac, said the Ministry of Energy faces a shortage of electricity, which forces poorer populations in both rural and urban areas to continue to using charcoal as a main source of energy. In this way, they contribute to deforestation.

"Coupled with the reduction of water in rivers, these challenges make it difficult for the Government to generate enough hydropower," she said.

With such an inadequate supply of energy for rural electrification and industrial development, the Government is forced to direct its limited resources to the purchase of power from neighboring countries.

She said this has forced the Government to sacrifice other development priorities like providing health care to combat HIV/Aids and malaria.

She noted that the decision by the Government to have forestland cleared and turned into farmland destroyed the fauna and flora.

With increased populations, the demand for land to grow food crops increased and foresters authorized forestland to be converted into farmland.

This led to clearing of more of indigenous forests by farmers to grow food crops. At the same time demand for timber increased and even more indigenous forests were cut down.

"As a child I remember seeing huge bonfires in the forests as the indigenous biodiversity was burnt to make way for the commercial plantations," she said.

Prof Maathai urged delegates to combine their efforts and take immediate steps to prevent further loss of forest cover.

She cited Mount Kenya and the Aberdare Mountains as hotspots whose biodiversity were threatened.

Her message was greeted with great applause.

Several other dignitaries were present including President Marc Ravalomanana of Madagascar, Prime Minister Abdullah Badawi of Malaysia, Koichiro Matsuura Director General of Unesco and Prof Edward O Wilson of Harvard University – the man who coined the word ‘biodiversity’.

President Chirac challenged those present to prioritise biodiversity conservation.

____________________________________________________________________________________________
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General Environment News

Union proposes biodiversity protection measures
Paris, France (PANA) - World Conservation Union President Valli Moosa Thursday in Paris proposed measures to help protect biodiversity, warning that 5,996 animal species were threatened with extinction. Addressing an international conference on biodiversity, the former South African tourism Minister, suggested the creation of "global citizenship," to help safeguard biodiversity. "Desert storms can occur in the Sahel and cause serious damage while the rest of the world is completely indifferent. We need to change this tendency by regarding ourselves as citizens of the world," he stressed. He also underlined the crucial role of scientists in the protection of biodiversity. "Scientists have a key role to play in the preservation of elements of biodiversity by making others aware of the dangers threatening biodiversity," Moosa explained. According to him, the existence of environmental protection regulation represents the third of the four pillars to guarantee the best protection of biodiversity in the world. "We must develop and promote certified products in conformity with the environment," Moosa added. A "Paris Declaration" is expected to emerge from the meeting at the UNESCO headquarters. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng070855&dte=27/01/2005
Protect the Environment, Maathai Tells Poor States

The Nation (Nairobi): Developing countries should priorities environmental conservation, Nobel Peace laureate Wangari Maathai said at the opening of the International Scientific Conference on Biodiversity in Paris. She was attending the conference at the invitation of French President Jacques Chirac. According to her, it would be difficult for developing countries to achieve the UN Millennium Development Goals without taking proper care of the environment. The goals are aimed at reducing poverty and improving health and access to free education among other things "Loss of biodiversity is a slow process whose negative effects is not immediately felt and can easily be passed on to future generations," Prof Maathai said. She lamented the degradation of Mt Kenya and Aberdare forests which she described as "hotspots whose biodiversity is threatened". According to her, environmental degradation was notable in less industrialized countries where it had undermined development efforts. "I know that we do not know everything, but we know enough to take action. Lack of the will to priorities biodiversity conservation continues to be the problem," she told the meeting. President Chirac challenged those present to priorities biodiversity conservation as part of their national development agenda. http://allafrica.com/stories/200501270792.html
Weather Department predicts floods in Zimbabwe
Harare, Zimbabwe (PANA) - Zimbabwe's Meteorological Services Department Thursday warned that incessant rains in most parts of the country had raised the prospects of floods in some areas. Some rivers in the country have already burst their banks from the down pours in recent weeks. The weather Department warned that more rains expected in the coming days could induce a cyclone in some areas. "If the patterns behave as forecast, some heavy falls are expected within the next few days," it added. The Department, however, said it was carefully monitoring the situation and would periodically update the nation. Zimbabwe is yet to fully recover from the effects of a devastating cyclone that hit the nation and other countries in the sub-region a few years ago. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng070839&dte=27/01/2005
SA court bars construction of second nuclear reactor
Cape Town, South Africa (PANA) - The High Court here, demanding further environmental assessment, has suspended a government decision to let electricity giant Eskom develop a new nuclear power reactor near Cape Town. The ruling followed objections from environmentalists to the proposed multi-billion rand project and a court challenge from lobby group Earthlife Africa last year. The government had given Eskom permission to build a pilot nuclear reactor near the site of its only existing nuclear power- generating plant to help meet rising demand for power. The Judge Ben Griesel handed down a 40-page judgment in favor of Earthlife Africa, an environmental NGO based in Cape Town. Earthlife Africa had argued that the Director General who authorized the plant was obliged to afford the NGO a fair hearing before taking the decision to grant the authorization. It further argued that the Environmental Impact Report on which the decision was made contained a substantial number of documents that were not previously made available to the public, with Eskom maintaining that they were commercially confidential. "We believe that the nuclear reactor would now be exposed for what it is - a white elephant where Eskom planned to use the people of Cape Town as guinea pigs to test a dubious technology," said Earthlife spokesman Liz McDaid. Earthlife said it believes that once Eskom's information is critically reviewed, it will be obvious to Government that 15 billion Rand would be better spent on energy efficiency and implementing alternative energy options. Differing with the court decision, the ministry of Environmental Affairs said the judgment does not deal with any substantive matters regarding the pros and cons of the nuclear project, and confines itself only to procedural matters. The ministry has indicated it would appeal against the decision of the High Court. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng070757&dte=27/01/2005
Environment Reporting Still a Grey Area

Business Day (Johannesburg): MOST global companies still fail to disclose to investors how environmental and social issues pose both strategic risks and opportunities for their businesses, according to an international review of reports on corporate sustainability. The review was compiled by SustainAbility, an independent business consultancy, the United Nations Environment Programme and ratings agency Standard & Poor's. The review indicates that well over 50000 multinational companies still fail to report on environmental and social issues. An analysis revealed that most companies failed to give any real insight into what they were reporting on and why they were doing so. Few companies linked their no financial reporting with their financial reporting. The review notes that corporate governance is an area where the quality of coverage has jumped strikingly. But it seemed that companies' boards did not yet grasp the evolving links between corporate governance and the "triple bottom line" agenda that environmentalists and regulators favor. Triple bottom line reporting requires companies to disclose not only their profits, but also their corporate social responsibility and environmental activities. The review finds that only three out of 50 global companies surveyed assess their balance sheet's implications of key environmental and social risks, despite this information being increasingly important to analysts, investors lenders, insurers and reinsurers. companies featuring in the top 25 saw Anglo American leading the pack, ranked 12th, BHP Billiton ranked 16th, and SABMiller 22nd. MTN and Sasol were ranked joint 25th. http://allafrica.com/stories/200501270064.html
Minister to Cut Down Six Millionth Pine Tree

BuaNews (Pretoria): Environmental Affairs and Tourism Minister Marthinus van Schalkwyk is expected to cut down the six millionth pine tree from the eastern shores of Lake St Lucia next week. The event will symbolize the single greatest contribution to the conservation of the wetland park's ecosystems since government took a decision in 1994 to prohibit strip-mining there. A mining company had proposed bulldozing sand dunes along the eastern peninsula to mine titanium and other metals. But conservationists convinced government to conduct an environmental assessment, which found that the mining company would cause irreparable damage to the dunes and water flow, and destroy the area's natural beauty. For more than a decade, state forestry company Safcol had stopped replanting pine trees in the area after harvesting mature trees.  St Lucia was awarded world heritage site status in 1999 by UNESCO because of its "exceptional biodiversity". St Lucia is the largest estuarine system in Africa and includes 13 protected areas covering 234 566 hectares of sandy beaches, dune forests, wetlands, grasslands, forests, lakes and savannah. It also includes the southernmost extension of coral reefs on the continent. Between October and April each year, large numbers of turtles nest on the beaches, while whales, dolphins and whale sharks also migrate offshore. There are large breeding colonies of pelicans, storks, herons and terns. Altogether, there are some 521 bird species. http://allafrica.com/stories/200501270335.html
Government Approves Environmental Sanitation Policy

Nigeria First (Abuja): The Federal Executive Council on 26 January approved a National Environmental Sanitation Policy aimed at improving environmental and health conditions for Nigerians. The Policy was reached in collaboration with the Ministries of Health, Water Resources, Industries and the private sector. Minister of Environment, Colonel Bala Mande (retired) cited state and local governments as the major custodians of the Policy. They would be responsible for implementing its directives, which include:- Instituting sanitary inspection of public places- Checking animal rearing in urban centers- Increasing access to toilet facilities in public places and in households- Improving management of sewage and excreta- Establishing pest control units in 25 percent of all state and local government areas of the federation and the Federal Capital Territory (FCT)- Improving water supply in cooperation with the Ministry of Water Resources- Increasing the number of markets and abattoirs with better sanitary standards- Establishing school sanitation programmes.  The Policy is expected to be fully implemented this year (2005). Mande added that non-biodegradable material like polythene bags would be banned from use in Nigeria once Government adopts viable and affordable substitutes. http://allafrica.com/stories/200501270511.html
Groups Slam Shell, Others over Abuse of Environment

Vanguard (Lagos): CRITICS of globalization yesterday rounded on the "irresponsible" conduct of four top companies including the oil giant, Shell, and Dow Chemicals, on the sidelines of the World Economic Forum in Switzerland. As the meeting of global political and economic leaders got underway in the Alpine Resort of Davos, pressure groups meeting nearby gave their "Public Eye Awards" to the two multinationals, as well as to the US retail chain Wal-Mart and audit firm KPMG International. "They are model cases for all the corporate groups that have excelled in socially and environmentally irresponsible behavior. They reveal the negative impacts of economic globalization," the organizers of the Public Eye on Davos said in a statement.  The environmental impact of Shell's oil and gas drilling operations in Nigeria was sharply criticized. Oil spills since 1956 had allegedly not been properly cleaned up and the group had not met promises to stop the flaring of excess gas from fields in Nigeria, according to Public Eye. Wal-Mart's working conditions in supplying factories in Africa and Asia were slated as "intolerable, ranging from excessive compulsory overtime to wages below the subsistence level. Responding to the charges against it, Shell in Nigeria said: "We have been operating in Nigeria for over 60 years. Nigeria is an important part of the company's portfolio. Even so, Nigeria remains a challenging environment in which to operate. We remain committed to sound environmental management and to playing our part as a business in contributing to the economic and social development of Nigeria and the Niger Delta. http://allafrica.com/stories/200501270289.html
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Death Traps Below the Big Cities

By Stephen Leahy*

The ever-growing number of underground transportation networks, shopping centers and parking ramps in the world's mega-cities are vulnerable to natural disasters, warn experts. Not even the wealthiest cities of the United States and Europe have given this serious issue much thought.

BROOKLIN, Canada - Growing land pressures are pushing the world's major cities underground and adding a new dimension to their vulnerability to natural disasters such as floods, earthquakes and tsunamis. 

Currently, approximately half of the global population lives in urban areas, and the proportion is expected to reach 65 percent in 2030. 

One of the hidden vulnerabilities of mega-cities to natural disasters is the ''underworld'' of subways, shopping malls, parking ramps and public utilities, Srikantha Herath, of the United Nations University, said in a Tierramérica interview from Tokyo. 

Nearly all of the world's major cities now have extensive underground areas, including many in the developing world, because ''in densely populated urban areas there is no other space to use," he said. 

The matter was one of the many discussed by experts at the World Conference on Disaster Reduction in Kobe, Japan, last week. Ten years ago a major earthquake devastated this southwestern Japanese city, causing 100 billion dollars in damages. 

The disaster reduction conference came just three weeks after the Dec. 26 tsunami in the Indian Ocean, a tragedy that has claimed more than 220,000 lives and left millions homeless. 

''Cities are by far the most vulnerable, and climate change is increasing those risks,'' said Gordon McBean of the Institute for Catastrophic Loss Reduction at Canada's University of Western Ontario. 

Global warming is raising sea levels, making hurricanes, tornados and related storm surges stronger and more frequent. Rainfall is also becoming more intense in some regions, McBean told Tierramérica. 

Nevertheless, little thought has gone into reducing the flooding risks of urban underground areas even in North America and Europe, said UN expert Herath. 

Tokyo's extensive underground spaces have flooded 17 times in a two-year span, with human lives lost as a result of storms and heavy rains, he said. 

Some underground infrastructures have very effective alarm and fire containment systems, but not for flooding, according to Herath. 

Often the entry points to the underground areas are the most dangerous during flooding, and problems are compounded by the lack of underground maps that would indicate where water can pass from one space to the next, he said. 

Like many mega-cities Tokyo is below sea level. Others are built on flood plains and very vulnerable to storm surges, heavy rainfall and, if located on ocean coastline, tsunamis. 

Worst, much of the new urban development in the past 50 years has ignored or forgotten extreme events that happen very rarely such as once in a hundred years, Herath added. 

McBean cited the example of the 1999 mudslides near Caracas, Venezuela that killed 30,000 people. 

''I remember thinking 'there's a disaster waiting to happen', when I drove by a series of shantytowns clinging to the side of a mountain the week before heavy rains triggered the mudslides,'' he said. 

Those shantytowns, as well as the resorts damaged in the slides, were built on top of deposits from mudslides that had occurred many years before. 

"The poorest people are always the most vulnerable to natural disasters,'' said McBean. 

Some of the countries most vulnerable to natural disaster are Honduras, Guatemala, and the Philippines according to researchers at the Earth Institute at Columbia University in New York City. These are countries that are prone to earthquakes and powerful storms, and also lack the resources to cope with the impact and aftermath of such disasters. 

Mexico City, Bogotá, Managua, Santiago, Lima, Quito, San José, and Guatemala City are Latin American urban centers that are high on the risk list of earthquake engineer Omar D. Cardona at the National University of Colombia in Manizales. An expert on vulnerability reduction and risk management, Cardona is the 2004 winner of the United Nations Sasakawa Award for Disaster Reduction. 

Reducing risk to natural disasters in large cities requires efforts on many levels including economic, social, and educational, Cardona said in an e-mail from Kobe, Japan. 

According to McBean, it is essential to develop warning systems, but that they must be effective in reaching the population, who in turn must be educated in what to do. 

The world's greatest construction boom in history is now underway as urban areas grow to include another two billion people within the next 25 years, and ''there's a big opportunity right now to build proper housing for them," Brian Tucker, president of GeoHazards International, a non-profit working on earthquake safety that works mainly in Asia, told Tierramérica. 

''The main problem is poorly constructed multi-story concrete housing that become 'death traps' during an earthquake. By contrast, rural dwellings of wood, thatch and mud are much less dangerous,'' he said. 

Most countries have building codes and zoning regulations that could reduce the risk but they don't enforce their laws he said. "It's not just a problem of corruption. Local officials don't have the proper training or the positions don't pay well enough to retain professional staff." 

Some form of international standards are needed so that transnational corporations don't invest in countries that fail to comply, said Tucker. Governments ''need to be rewarded for doing the right things before disaster strikes.'' 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

UN Daily News – 27 January 2005

In the headlines:

• 
Recent humanitarian appeals for Africa receive much less than expected, Security Council told

• 
UN official voices concern over reports of deadly bombing raid on Sudanese village

• 
UN receives report of inquiry into possible genocide in Darfur

• 
UNICEF starts preparing for expected surge in school enrolments in southern Sudan

• 
UN experts recommend ways to maintain arms embargo against DR of Congo rebels

• 
Militias disrupting disarmament and reintegration efforts in DR of Congo – UN

• 
UN rights chief heads to Afghanistan to support moves to deal with past abuses

• 
UN seeks $67 million for increased risk of malaria, dengue fever after tsunami

• 
Eight countries examined still have sexist laws, UN women's committee says

• 
UN needs $202 million to feed 6.5 million hungry people in DPR of Korea
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• 
Further sporadic human cases of bird flu can be expected in Asian countries – UN

Recent humanitarian appeals for Africa receive much less than expected, Security Council told 

27 January - Nearly four-fifths of the recent United Nations humanitarian appeals have addressed African problems, but the response has been slow to nearly non-existent, the chief of the UN humanitarian office told the Security Council today. 

"I remember sitting in this very room last summer asking for five helicopters to save thousands of lives in Darfur (Sudan). In the end we had to hire helicopters commercially as no Member States were willing to provide them," Under-Secretary-General Jan Egeland, head of the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), told the meeting on humanitarian challenges in Africa. 

After the tsunami that struck the Indian Ocean region on 26 December, he again appealed for helicopters for the Asian countries affected "and, within days, saw the deployment of several helicopter carriers," he said. 

Some said no quick response would come to the victims of protracted armed conflicts in Africa, but the international community should try its hardest, be innovative and quickly build on the response in the last four weeks to the tsunami disaster, Mr. Egeland said. 

While few combatants died last month in the battle in the Democratic Republic of the Congo's (DRC) North Kivu, the cumulative impact of the conflicts on Congolese civilians was staggering, with 3.8 million people killed since 1998, he said. "This amounts to the toll of more than a dozen tsunamis." 

In Darfur, "all sides are heavily armed, despite the arms embargo imposed by the Council last July," he said, severely limiting OCHA's ability to reach hundreds of thousands of people in need. 

In December the UN World Food Programme (WFP) managed to reach 1.5 million people, "a significant achievement, but still 500,000 less than the target for December," Mr. Egeland said. 

In Eritrea some 2.2 million people out of a population of 3.8 million needed food aid, he said, and the maternal malnutrition rate of 53 per cent was among the highest in the world. 

Meanwhile, the response to consolidated appeals for Africa from UN agencies and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) last year ranged from 10 per cent for Zimbabwe to less than 40 per cent for the Central African Republic and Côte d'Ivoire to around 75 per cent for Sudan, Chad and Uganda, Mr. Egeland noted. 

"Without a doubt, the Security Council helped galvanize the attention and funding we were able to generate for the crises in Darfur and northern Uganda last year," he said. 

The President of the Council for January, Ambassador Cesár Mayoral of Argentina, echoed Mr. Egeland's sentiments regarding humanitarian assistance to Africa, saying that the 15 members would like to see the same attention of resources given to the continent that was provided to the tsunami victims. 

In a statement to the press he said Council members remained "deeply concerned" about the deep crises and continued loss of life in Darfur, Congo and the many other "forgotten and neglected crises." 

The Council also welcomed the updates on the situations in northern Uganda and in Somalia, Ambassador Mayoral added. Council members urged the Government to continue with its efforts to find a peaceful solution to the conflict with the rebel Lord's Resistance Army (LRA), and also called on that group to cease all acts of violence and to take full part in the peace process. 

UN official voices concern over reports of deadly bombing raid on Sudanese village 

27 January - A senior United Nations humanitarian official today expressed his serious concerns following reports that about 100 people were killed or injured when Sudanese Government airplanes bombed a village in the northern section of the country's war-scarred Darfur region. 

Kevin M. Kennedy, Director of the Coordination and Response Division of the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), issued a statement saying UN agencies are struggling to reach and assist the thousands of people who have been displaced by the latest wave of violence to hit Darfur. 

"This is the latest of several serious ceasefire violations in recent days that are having a devastating effect on civilians, and severely disrupt our relief operations," he said. 

UN officials in Sudan said African Union (AU) reports indicated that the Sudanese air force bombed the village of Rahad Kabolong in North Darfur state, with unconfirmed reports giving a casualty count of about 100. UN humanitarian agencies have declared the location around Rahad Kabolong to be a "no-go" area for their staff until further notice, and the AU is investigating the bombing raid. 

The area north of the town of Sirba in West Darfur state has also remained off-limits to UN staff since late last week because of violent clashes there. 

Across the region, UN human rights monitors are expressing concerns about the treatment of victims of human rights abuses. Despite representations from World Health Organization (WHO) officials, the victims are still being forced to pay fees to receive hospital treatment in Nyala, the capital of South Darfur state. 

The latest attacks come as the UN's most senior humanitarian official warned the Security Council today that Darfur's perilous security conditions are hampering UN aid agencies' efforts to feed and assist many of the hundreds of thousands of internally displaced persons (IDPs). 

Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator Jan Egeland outlined the impact of the continuing violence and insecurity during a wide-ranging briefing to the Council today on the humanitarian situation in Africa. 

Mr. Egeland said the World Food Programme (WFP) reached 1.5 million people in Darfur in December - "a significant achievement, but still 500,000 less than the target." So far this month the agency has reached about 900,000 IDPs, only half of its goal for January. 

He said IDPs continue to arrive in temporary camps every week - or in some cases are having to flee those camps and seek shelter elsewhere - because of fresh attacks on towns, villages and camps. The situation is considered worst, he added, in South Darfur and West Darfur states. 

UN receives report of inquiry into possible genocide in Darfur 

27 January - The report from the United Nations-appointed commission of inquiry into whether genocide has occurred in Sudan's war-torn Darfur region arrived today at UN Headquarters in New York. 

UN spokesperson Marie Okabe said that after the report is read by Secretary-General Kofi Annan, it will be sent to the Sudanese Government, which will have three days to respond, before it will be delivered most likely early next week to the members of the Security Council. 

Last October Mr. Annan established a five-member independent commission – which received administrative, research and investigatory support from the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights – in response to the Council's resolution 1564. 

The commission's mandate was to "investigate reports of violations of international humanitarian law and human rights law in Darfur by all parties, to determine also whether or not acts of genocide have occurred, and to identify the perpetrators of such violations with a view to ensuring that those responsible are held accountable." 

The commission's Chairman is Antonio Cassese, an Italian judge and professor, while the other members are Mohammad Fayek (Egypt), Hina Jilani (Pakistan), Dumisa Ntsebeza (South Africa) and Therese Striggner-Scott (Ghana). 

Tens of thousands of people have been killed in Darfur and as many as 1.85 million people are internally displaced or have fled to neighbouring Chad since rebel groups took up arms against Sudanese Government forces in early 2003. Militias allied to the Government are accused of carrying out numerous killings and rapes. 

UNICEF starts preparing for expected surge in school enrolments in southern Sudan 

27 January - With tens of thousands of refugees and internally displaced persons (IDPs) expected to return to southern Sudan over the next few months after the end of its decades-long civil war, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) has begun preparing for an anticipated surge in school enrolments in a region with the lowest primary education rates in the world. 

UNICEF has started training teachers, building schools, stockpiling classroom materials and tents and helping local education officials to enrol children ahead of the scheduled March re-opening of schools, the agency said in a statement issued today from the capital Khartoum. 

More than 70 schools have been built already in Northern Bahr el Ghazal state, and classrooms are also being constructed in Western Equatoria, Eastern Equatoria and Upper Nile states. 

Prospective teachers are taking intensive English-language courses – English is the language of instruction across much of the vast territory of southern Sudan – as well as instruction on such issues as HIV/AIDS, malaria, landmines and conflict resolution. 

UNICEF’s Representative in Khartoum, JoAnna Van Gerpen, said it was vital to improve education services in southern Sudan, which has suffered from a lack of teachers for many years because of the civil war, its isolation and its lack of infrastructure. 

“With the lowest rate of access to primary education in the world, southern Sudan needs to build capacity for its children and for future generations,” she said. 

Earlier this month the Sudanese Government and the Sudanese People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM) signed the final parts of a peace agreement ending their civil conflict that had claimed at least two million lives and forced up to four million others from their homes since 1983. 

UN experts recommend ways to maintain arms embargo against DR of Congo rebels 

27 January - While noting that the United Nations mission in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) has 7,200 fewer troops than requested, an expert group probing violations of the arms embargo imposed by the Security Council recommends that the operation strictly monitor the airports to reduce illicit air traffic and thus "decrease the means and opportunity for violations of this type." 

For its part, the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC), denounced the attempts of two militias, the Union of Congolese Patriots (UPC-L) and the Front for National Integration (FIN), to destabilize Ituri district in the eastern border region abutting Rwanda and Uganda. 

In a report to the Council, the Group of Experts said it has found that "more than a lack of State capacity, it is the intertwining of shared interests and objectives on both sides of the eastern border of the Democratic Republic of the Congo that render the arms embargo subject to abuse." 

The panel focused on three primary sectors involved with weapons supplies and logistical support: civil aviation; customs and immigration; and border commerce. 

Knowing how the networks involved in these sectors operate in violating the embargo would suggest ways of breaking the links they were using, it says. 

"Once arms or related military equipment have entered illegally into the Democratic Republic of the Congo, existing distribution channels supervised by key political and military stakeholders, acting either in their own interest or in the interest of their respective parties, enable further dissemination at the grass-roots level," it says. 

The distribution continues no matter whether the national disarmament, demobilization and reintegration campaign and the integration into the national army are taking place and the Group is trying to identify the "regional spoilers" linked to political actors in the DRC capital, Kinshasa. 

The internal provision of weapons, training and "military sustenance" to renegade members of the national army (FARDC), local defence forces, proxy forces, foreign armed groups and militias maintains a vicious cycle in which the presence of the armed groups are used as an excuse not to build an integrated army, it says. 

In turn, "both Rwanda and Uganda maintain security arrangements with leaders of armed groups in the embargoed regions, under the pretext that the Democratic Republic of the Congo has so far failed to disarm rebel forces" constituting threats to their national security, it says. 

Militias disrupting disarmament and reintegration efforts in DR of Congo – UN 

27 January - Two rebel militias which are about to become integrated into the national army of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) as part of a peace accord ending several wars are trying to destabilize the eastern Ituri region, slowing United Nations disarmament and reintegration efforts there. 

Denouncing militia activities, the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) is calling on the leaders of the Union of Congolese Patriots (UPC) and the Front of the Nationalists for Integration (FNI), who are to become senior officers in the national army, to assume their responsibilities and instruct their members to hand in their weapons within the framework of the disarmament and reintegration programme. 

Ituri has been torn by factional conflicts for years, most recently earlier this month when thousands of refugees fled into neighbouring Uganda from ethnic fighting between the militias. The UPC is Hema and the FNI Lendu. 

MONUC also denounced threats made against militia members who want to give up their arms. 

According to the latest statistics, as of Monday, 2,474 former fighters have entered into the transit centres in Ituri, and 14,499 weapons and munitions have been handed in. 

In other action, the UN Mission has been distributing humanitarian aid in some towns along the Congo River in the country's east while UN peacekeepers have been distributing drinking water, in collaboration with Doctors Without Borders, in Kimbanséké, a poor district of the capital, Kinshasa, where a typhoid epidemic has broken out. 

UN rights chief heads to Afghanistan to support moves to deal with past abuses 

27 January - The top United Nations human rights official is due to arrive in Afghanistan later today to offer her support to local efforts to tackle past human rights abuses during the country's many years of civil war and Taliban rule. 

Louise Arbour, the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, is scheduled to launch on Saturday the Afghan Independent Human Rights Commission's (AIHRC) report on transitional justice, which contains recommendations on how to deal with past crimes and to end impunity for those who committed the crimes. 

The report is being released after eight months of nationwide consultation by the AIHRC, which included the surveying of 4,000 people and the participation of 3,200 others in focus groups. 

A spokesperson for the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA), Ariane Quentier, announced details of Mrs. Arbour's trip during a press briefing today in the capital Kabul. She added that the High Commissioner's arrival may be delayed by poor weather. 

In another development, Jean Arnault, the Secretary-General's Special Representative for Afghanistan, welcomed the inauguration of the Independent Electoral Commission (IEC) to help organize and supervise free elections. 

"High participation by men and women in the first presidential election [last October] made it clear that Afghan people have embraced the principle of popular election of their leaders. The Commission will serve to make sure that this becomes a permanent feature of Afghanistan's public life," Mr. Arnault said in a statement issued by his spokesperson. 

The nine-member IEC replaces an earlier interim commission and will assume sole responsibility for running elections once parliamentary polls are held later this year. Until then, the IEC's members will work with foreign representatives as part of the Joint Electoral Management Body (JEMB). 

UN seeks $67 million for increased risk of malaria, dengue fever after tsunami 

27 January - Warning of an increased risk of deadly mosquito-borne diseases such as malaria and dengue fever sweeping across South Asian countries ravaged by last month’s tsunami, the United Nations health agency issued an urgent appeal today for $67 million to ward off a potentially severe public health crisis over the next six months. 

With stagnant water creating favourable breeding conditions for the insects, the World Health Organization (WHO) has deployed experts and set up early warning and surveillance systems while public health laboratory services are being restored including provision of rapid diagnostic kits, medical supplies and equipment, and training of local health workers. 

“Proper management of dengue hemorrhagic fever can reduce fatality rates and save many lives,” WHO’s Regional Director for Southeast Asia Samlee Plianbangchang said of the endemic disease, where rapid diagnosis and early treatment can make the difference between life and death. Unless proper treatment is given promptly, the patient may go into shock and die. 

Dengue fever and malaria are endemic to virtually all areas throughout the region except the Maldives, and with the rainy season now starting, particularly in Indonesia and Sri Lanka, the countries worst-hit by the tsunami, a rise in cases can be expected at this time of year. 

Given the extent of destruction due to the tsunami, WHO and the Indonesian Ministry of Health are concerned about the increased risk of dengue in Aceh, where the tsunami brought more death and destruction than anywhere else, and are monitoring the situation. Concerns for malaria remain high, too. 

“At present, we are dealing with a lot of unknowns because of the violent environmental changes that have taken place here,” WHO malaria expert Jack Chow said during a visit to Aceh today. “For example, we do not know whether mosquitoes – which generally mostly live and bite outdoors – will start biting indoors more frequently. We have to monitor for these situations and support the communities so they are protected from disease, and have access to treatment when they need it.” 

WHO is providing insecticide-treated bed-nets, vector control supplies, and equipment for killing larvae and fogging with insecticides as a stopgap measure, as well as looking to longer-term control steps such as help in establishing proper drainage systems. Dengue fever is carried by the Aedes aegypti mosquito, a day-time biting insect, hence the utility of the bed-nets is very limited as a specific prevention tool. 

Eight countries examined still have sexist laws, UN women's committee says 

27 January - The United Nations women's anti-discrimination panel said today its experts had examined the recent records of eight Member States and found that they maintained sexist laws and that stereotypes of the inferior woman abounded. 

The countries which submitted reports to the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) for analysis were Algeria, Croatia, Gabon, Italy, Laos, Paraguay, Samoa and Turkey. 

The Committee gave the countries detailed recommendations on how to revise specific laws, increase the number of women in public office, provide scholarships to women for training in non-traditional fields and train law enforcement and health care workers on supporting female victims of violence. 

"There was no State in which the Committee could say women's de jure equality has been achieved," CEDAW chair Rosario Manolo told a press briefing on the eve of the closing of the Committee's 32nd session in New York. 

"Discriminatory laws remain on the books everywhere and a there is a lack of legislation adequately to protect women from violations of their human rights or the impact of a neutral law that is discriminatory of women," she said. 

In all eight countries, negative female stereotypes were found throughout society, "whether it is traditional practices, or patriarchal structures, or attitudes about women's and men's proper roles in the family and in society," she said. 

All the governments had significant additional work ahead to abolish prejudicial laws, customs and practices and to mount information campaigns about women's rights, especially in employment and education. Women were often unaware of their rights and of existing mechanisms for getting redress, Ms. Manolo said. 

Under an optional 1999 protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, which entered into force in 1981, the Committee conducted its first inquiry into "grave or systematic violations" by probing the fate of missing and murdered women in Ciudad Juarez, the Chihuahua state capital near the Mexican border with the United States. 

One of the two women who conducted the inquiry, Maria Regina Tavares da Silva, told the briefing the Government of Mexico had put many new programmes in place to tackle the problems, with some initial results, although "the cultural environment could not be changed overnight." 

UN needs $202 million to feed 6.5 million hungry people in DPR of Korea 
27 January - With millions of children, women and elderly in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) barely living at subsistence level, the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) said today it needed $202 million for 2005 to feed the 6.5 million most desperately hungry, over a quarter of the total population. 

“The DPRK still faces severe food shortages as it seeks to diversify its economy. WFP Country Director Richard Ragan said. “Our goal is to ease the shock to the most vulnerable as they make this transition. 

“Millions of children, women and elderly people are barely subsisting because they lack both the quantity and quality of nourishment they deserve,” he added. The DPRK has been hit by a decade of floods, droughts and economic hardship. 

While domestic cereal production is forecast to rise by 2.4 per cent to 4.24 million tons in the 2004-05 marketing year that runs from November to October, it will remain well below the minimum requirement of 5.13 million tons, according to a recent assessment by WFP and its sister UN agency, the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). 

Two-thirds of the 23.7 million population remain dependent on the government-run public distribution system (PDS), which provides its mostly urban recipients with subsidized rations. These have recently been cut to 250 grams of staples per day, enough to meet only half their calorie needs. 

The largest group to be assisted with rations are 2.7 million children in nurseries, kindergartens, primary schools and orphanages. The food basket includes cereals, pulses and vegetable oil, as well as vitamin- and mineral-enriched blends, biscuits and noodles. Children in hospital are to be similarly supported. 

UN's daunting 2005 agenda: reform, war on poverty and terror – Malloch Brown 

27 January - The United Nations faces the daunting task in 2005 of delivering on an ambitious reform agenda while ensuring that the war on poverty and hunger and the fight against terrorism are not seen as mutually exclusive, according to Secretary-General Kofi Annan's newly appointed Chief of Staff, Mark Malloch Brown. 

"The world is changing and the UN needs to change with it," he said, referring to the report of the High-level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change appointed by Mr. Annan to draw up a blueprint for UN reform. 

"And if we miss this opportunity for lasting reform, there may not be another one," he told the Executive Board of the UN Development Programme (UNDP), the world body's global development network which he has headed since 1999. 

The UN in 2005 has twin-track agenda of security and development, he said, or the need to rebuild, as the Panel argues, "a legitimate multilateral security system that addresses the threats that disproportionately fall on the poor such as poverty and disease as well as threats that more often preoccupy the rich, such as terrorism and the spread of weapons of mass destruction." 

Another challenge comes from the UN Millennium Project delivered by Special Adviser Jeffrey Sachs earlier this month recommending, among other things, that rich countries double their investments in poor nations to reach the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) of halving extreme poverty by 2015. 

But while the UN, UNDP and Mr. Sachs' team "can take pride in having helped frame so much of the agenda for 2005, putting it there is the easy bit. Delivering is the hard part," Mr. Malloch Brown added. 

Further sporadic human cases of bird flu can be expected in Asian countries – UN 

27 January - With the number of human bird flu cases in Viet Nam since mid-December now reaching 10, nine of them fatal, the United Nations health agency has warned that further sporadic cases and occasional family clusters can be expected considering the current spread of outbreaks in poultry in some Asian countries. 

Experience to date indicates that possible human-to-human transmission has occurred mainly during prolonged close contact of a family member with a patient who was critically ill with the H5 virus subtype, which earlier last year infected 45 people, 32 of them fatally, and resulted in the deaths or culling of more than 100 million birds, the World Health Organization (WHO) said. 

WHO has warned several times over the past year of the potential evolution of the virus into a human pandemic which, in a worst-case scenario, could have devastatingly deadly consequences. 

The agency said Viet Nam’s Health Ministry yesterday reported the two latest laboratory confirmed cases, both fatal, in the southern part of the country. 

A family cluster of three brothers, two of whom died, in northern Viet Nam has been the focus of intense investigation. The source of infection of the two who died remains undetermined, while the third, who provided bedside care for his brothers, was hospitalized with respiratory symptoms and has now fully recovered. 

Surveillance for further cases among health care workers, other family members and residents in both communities where the brothers lived has so far found no evidence of additional cases. If limited human-to-human transmission has occurred, all evidence at this stage suggests that the chain of transmission ended after a single person was infected, WHO said. 

The agency has already warned that cooler winter temperatures and activities linked to the approach of the Lunar New Year in February may increase the risk of further human cases. 

Last year it voiced concern several times that continuing transmission of the virus to humans might give avian and influenza viruses an opportunity to exchange genes, potentially giving rise to a new human virus with pandemic potential. The so-called Spanish flu pandemic of 1918-20 is estimated to have killed 20 million people worldwide. 

UN food agency sends help to flooded Guyana 

27 January - A United Nations relief agency is sending Guyana enough food for 10,000 of the people worst-affected by the recent flooding, but warnings have come of more rains in the next few days, with high tides along the low-lying Atlantic coast of the South American country. 

“The water has destroyed not only people's food reserves but also killed many of their livestock. Food prices are on the rise and emergency ready-to-eat rations will be needed to enable communities that remain under water, chest high, to cope until the flood waters recede," said Pedro Medrano, the World Food Programme (WFP) Regional Director for Latin America and the Caribbean. 

WFP is providing 112 tons of food to feed 10,000 people for one month at a total cost of $387,000. The food will include highly nutritious biscuits that do not require cooking. 

More than 120,000 of the residents of the capital, Georgetown, have been affected and over the next few days more rain and high winds are expected to generate ocean waves up to two feet high. 

2004 record year for UN Population Fund in donors and donations 

27 January - A record 166 countries contributed to the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) in 2004 for total contributions of $326 million, the highest ever in the 35-year history of the world's largest international source of funding for population and reproductive health programmes. 

But the agency still needs more. 

“This remarkable level of support from governments demonstrates their commitment to reproductive health and rights, women’s empowerment and gender equality,” UNFPA Executive Director Thoraya Ahmed Obaid said. 

These investments “are absolutely essential to save lives and reduce poverty in line with the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs),” she added in reference to the targets set by the UN Millennium Summit of 2000 to halve extreme poverty and hunger, slash infant and maternal mortality and greatly increase access to health and education, all by 2015. 

But she added: “I must put these figures into perspective, because the issues addressed by UNFPA, such as HIV/AIDS, have become far more serious than we could have ever imagined. In other words, I consider it imperative that our regular income continues to grow over the next few years to the $400 million level.” 

“This will enable UNFPA to maintain its relevance in promoting reproductive and sexual health worldwide and to prevent HIV, particularly with respect to the world’s largest generation of adolescents,” she said. 

The top six donors were the Netherlands, United Kingdom, Japan, Sweden, Norway and Denmark. The contributions of $326 million, a provisional figure, easily passed the previous high of $300 million in 1996. 

At the 1994 International Conference on Population and Development in Cairo, 179 governments and civil society organizations committed to a 20-year action plan to ensure universal access to reproductive health information and services, including family planning, and to uphold fundamental human rights, including reproductive rights. 

The number of UNFPA donors has been steadily increasing over the last few years, from 69 in 1999, to 149 in 2003, and now 166. In addition, more than 40 countries pledged multi-year funding in 2004, another record for UNFPA. 

UNFPA works with governments and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) in more than 140 countries, supporting programmes that help people plan families and avoid unwanted pregnancies, undergo pregnancy and childbirth safely, avoid sexually transmitted infections (STIs), and combat violence against women. 

UN refugee agency announces new initiative with business sector to boost aid 

27 January - Calling it “a virtuous circle,” the United Nations refugee agency today announced the formation of a Council of Business Leaders to boost its assistance to refugees and returnees, thus contributing to more stable societies, which in turn are clearly good for business. 

The role of the Council, launched at the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, is to provide the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) with a network of innovative business leaders to generate further private sector support, including funds. 

“The world leaders who are gathered here at Davos – politicians, media leaders and business executives – need to recognize that UNHCR cannot solve refugee problems in isolation,” Deputy High Commissioner Wendy Chamberlin said. “Thankfully, some companies now see that UNHCR is able to empower refugees and returnee communities. 

“When corporations help address the plight of refugees and returnees, they contribute to the development of more stable societies – and more stability is clearly good for business. There’s scope for a virtuous circle here,” she added. 

The Council consists of top executives from five major corporations that are already working with UNHCR to improve opportunities for refugees: Merck & Co, Inc.; Microsoft; Nestlé; Nike and PricewaterhouseCoopers. 

UNHCR Goodwill Ambassador Angelina Jolie drew on the example of the recent devastating Indian Ocean tsunami to stress the role of business in helping out in crises. 

“If there’s been one positive thing to come out of the immense tragedy of the tsunami, it is the amazing response by people and organizations across the world,” the Oscar-winning actress said at the Forum. 

“What we need now is for this momentum, and this generosity, to be translated into a sustained effort to help solve some of the world’s other neglected crises, like the desperate situation in Chad and Sudan,” Ms. Jolie added, referring to the desperate plight of refugees and displaced people in the two African countries. 

Microsoft and UNHCR have worked in partnership for five years, developing solutions to re-unite refugees and providing education through computer learning centres. Nike and PricewaterhouseCoopers are helping improve refugee girls’ access to education. Merck has helped the agency introduce mobile health libraries in refugee camps in Tanzania while Nestlé is helping improve a major water treatment facility in Ethiopia. 

The Council will advise UNHCR on its strategies to best catalyze innovative public-private partnership partnerships, and will help the refugee agency find sources of private-sector funding to complement the funds it receives in voluntary contributions from governments – funds that often cover only basic needs. 

Gates’ gift to upgrade polio vaccine welcomed by UN agencies 

27 January - Grants totalling $10 million from the Gates Foundation will allow the distribution of a polio vaccine in Egypt that tackles a stubborn form of the virus in the ongoing campaign to eradicate the crippling disease globally, the United Nations public heath and children’s organizations said today. 

The World Health Organization (WHO) and the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) welcomed the donation, which brought the Gates Foundation’s contribution to polio eradication to $85 million. 

Egypt has eliminated poliovirus types 2 and 3 and now must boost the population’s immunity to type 1 by using monovalent oral polio vaccine type-1 (mOPV1), which is scheduled to be developed, licensed and introduced in France, WHO and UNICEF said. 

Despite setbacks, polio is on target to be the first disease wiped out this century and the second disease done away with through human effort, the first being smallpox. 

Multi-sector monitoring needed for genetically modified crops – UN 

27 January - Faced with the “dramatic increase” in the range and scale of genetically modified (GM) crops, especially in developing countries, the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) today called for comprehensive multi-sector monitoring of both the benefits and potential hazards of such cultivation to the environment. 

Experts convened by the FAO recommended that any responsible deployment of GM crops needs to comprise the whole technology development process, from the pre-release risk assessment, to biosafety considerations and post release monitoring. 

Environmental goals must also encompass the maintenance and protection of basic natural resources such as soil, water and biodiversity. In this way monitoring could become the key element in generating the necessary knowledge to protect agro-systems, rural livelihoods and broader ecological integrity. 

“FAO’s aim is to provide a tool to assist countries in making their own informed choices on the matter, as well as protect the productivity and ecological integrity of farming systems,” FAO Assistant Director-General of the Agriculture Department Louise O. Fresco said. 

“The need to monitor both the benefits and potential hazards of released GM crops to the environment is becoming ever more important with the dramatic increase in the range and scale of their commercial cultivation, especially in developing countries,” she added. 

Organizing the session in light of the controversy and public concern over GM, FAO asked the group of agricultural scientists from many parts of the world to provide clear preliminary guidelines on the most accurate and scientifically sound approach to monitoring the environmental effects of existing GM crops. 

The experts noted that a great deal of data is already available. What needs to be done is to bring together and coordinate this volume of often scattered information. They also emphasized that monitoring the effects of GM crops on the environment is not only necessary but feasible even with limited resources when it is integrated with the deployment of these crops. 

They noted that field and traditional expertise could be used in indicators to measure the effects of GM crops on the environment. Significant changes that might cause concern should be promptly notified. In this regard, a full stakeholder engagement embracing farmers, scientists, consumers, public and the private sector, and the civil society will be necessary and integral to the process. 

_____________________________________________________________________
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Daily Press Briefing by the Office of the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

AND THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by the Associate Spokesperson, Marie Okabe, and the Spokesman for the General Assembly President.

Associate Spokesperson
Good afternoon.  Our noon briefing guests are already here, so I’d like to get the briefing under way.  Today, we have Rosario Manalo, current Chair of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, and Committee member Maria Regina Tavares da Silva.  They are here to brief you on the Committee’s latest session, as well as on the report on its inquiry under the Optional Protocol to the Convention.  We also have the Spokesman for the President of the General Assembly, who will brief you on General Assembly affairs following the guests’ briefing. 

**Security Council Briefed on Africa by OCHA Chief
Today, Jan Egeland, the UN’s Emergency Relief Coordinator, briefed the Security Council on humanitarian challenges in Africa. 

He said that, in Darfur, the high level of insecurity is severely limiting the humanitarian community’s ability to reach hundreds of thousands of people who depend on assistance to survive.  And he noted that in January, the World Food Programme (WFP) has only reached about 900,000 people so far, or 50 per cent of its target. 

He also highlighted the plight of 6 million people in six countries in southern Africa who will be unable to meet their food needs this year, primarily because of the “triple threat” of food insecurity, HIV/AIDS and weakened capacity for governance.  We have copies of his statement to the Council in our Office, and Mr. Egeland will be going to the Security Council’s stakeout microphone after consultations are over.

**Sudan
On Sudan, we are continuing to receive reports of tension, fighting and attacks on villages in Darfur, which have resulted in dozens of civilians killed and thousands displaced.  Due to the reported attacks, some areas of Darfur have been identified as “no-go” areas for UN agencies trying to provide relief.

In South Darfur, UN human rights monitors are particularly concerned that victims of human rights violations are continuing to pay fees in order to receive treatment at the Nyala hospital, despite representations from the World Health Organization (WHO) and other agencies.  UN agencies are also concerned about health conditions in Kalma camp for the displaced.  Contaminated water, chest infections, exhaustion and diarrhoea are believed to be the main causes of death.

Turning to southern Sudan, the UNICEF is stockpiling tents and classroom materials, training teachers, building schools, and assisting education officials to enrol students for the first academic year of the post-war period.  Anticipating the return of thousands of children to the region -- following this month’s peace agreement between the Government of Sudan and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM) -- education authorities are planning to reopen schools at the end of March.  We have a press release on that upstairs.

**UN Mission Denounces Militia Activity in Eastern DRC
The UN Organization Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUC) has denounced destabilization attempts in Ituri, in the country’s east, provoked by elements of the militias known as the “Union of Congolese Patriots” and the “Front of the Nationalists for Integration”.

The Mission is calling on the leaders of these armed groups -– who are about to become integrated into the national army of the Democratic Republic of the Congo as senior officers –- to assume their responsibilities and instruct their militia members to hand in their weapons within the framework of the disarmament and reintegration programme for Ituri.

The Mission says that its disarmament and reintegration process in Ituri has been slowed down for a few weeks because of destabilization attempts, and because of threats made against militia members who want to give up their arms.  In addition, the UN Mission has been distributing humanitarian aid in some towns alongside the Congo River, in the country’s east, and UN peacekeepers have been distributing drinking water -– in collaboration with Doctors without Borders -– in Kimbanséké, which is a poor district of Kinshasa, where a typhoid epidemic has broken out.

**DRC Arms Embargo Report
The report to the Security Council by the Group of Experts on the arms embargo on Democratic Republic of the Congo was released today.  In it, the experts recommend that the target of the embargo be revisited so as to clarify its terms and exemptions.  They also recommend that the arms embargo be extended to cover all of the Democratic Republic of the Congo, as well as for the supply of non-lethal material and certain forms of training.  The report is still being considered by the DRC Sanctions Committee in advance its consideration by the Security Council.  The report is on the racks.

**Afghanistan
The UN Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) welcomed the inauguration of that country’s Independent Electoral Commission, calling its establishment “a major step in the implementation of the new Afghan Constitution”.

The start of the Commission, the UN Mission added, marked the formal beginning of the process leading to upcoming parliamentary and local elections.  The UN Mission is committed to providing all possible support to that process.  We have more details in today’s briefing notes from Kabul, which also provide details of scheduled visits by United Nations Human Rights High Commissioner Louise Arbour and the Executive Director of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, Antonio Maria Costa.

**WHO Warns of Possible Spike in Mosquito-born Diseases
  across Tsunami Zone
The World Health Organization (WHO) warns that there is an increased risk of vector-borne diseases, such as malaria and dengue fever, across tsunami-affected areas in South-East Asia.  The danger has been brought on by stagnant water, combined with the onset of Indonesia and Sri Lanka’s rainy seasons.  To prevent an epidemic, WHO is providing insecticide-treated bed-nets, chemicals to kill larvae, and other vector-control supplies.  There’s more information on this upstairs in a press release.

**$202 Million Needed to Cover Food Shortages in North Korea, WFP Says
The World Food Programme (WFP) has announced that, for 2005, it needs 500,000 tons of commodities, valued at more than $200 million, to assist 
6.5 million North Koreans.  And there is a press release with more details on that.

**Secretary-General Heads to Abuja for African Union Summit
Finally, an announcement on the Secretary-General’s travels:  He will depart tomorrow for Abuja, Nigeria, where he will attend the African Union summit.  He is scheduled to return to New York on Tuesday.

That’s all I have for you.

**Questions and Answers
Question:  On the statement you put out last night about [Director of the United Nations Electoral Assistance Division] Carina Perelli misspeaking in her remarks to the press yesterday, are you saying that she misspoke by saying that U.S. military were engaged in providing election materials to Iraqis and that the United Nations now supports the notion that the U.S. military is distributing these materials?  Did the United States complain to the United Nations about her remarks and ask for sort of retraction?

Associate Spokesperson:  The answer to your last question is no.  And the answer to your first question is in that statement, which speaks for itself, and I’d like to leave it at that.

Question:  But the statement is incomprehensible.  It doesn’t at all address the substance of Ms. Perelli’s comments, so it doesn’t make any sense.  Are you saying that [the UN] disagrees with her remarks about the U.S. involvement in distributing election leaflets, and what is the UN policy on the U.S. military’s participation in the elections?  Are they allowed to do this sort of thing?

Associate Spokesperson:  The role of the U.S. military in Iraq for security during the elections, we think, is, of course, essential to the elections.  As for Ms. Perelli’s remarks, and what we said in the statement, was simply that she was here to brief you on the technical preparations for the elections and that she did not intend to criticize the U.S. military’s profile.  That was the basic message of the fairly simple statement that went out.

We all know that it is sensitive time ahead of the elections.  We don’t want anything we say to be misinterpreted, distract from the main focus and become a divisive issue.  Everyone agrees that they want the Iraqi elections to succeed.

Question:  So is it now UN policy that even when one of your most credible and respected officials makes a statement that is seen in any way to be sensitive in the United States, that the United Nations will disown those comments even though they are straightforward and [supportable]? 

Associate Spokesperson:  I’d like to repeat what I just said:  it is a very sensitive time before these elections, and we just don’t want anything we say to be misinterpreted and become a divisive issue. 

Question:  Is this a message to UN staff that they should not call a spade a spade if it will upset the United States?

Associate Spokesperson:  I have nothing further to say.

Question:  If the United States did not complain, why did you feel obliged to come out and correct the statement on the record?  How far is this Organization willing to go to satisfy one MemberState? 

Associate Spokesperson:  I think that I have said as much as I can on this subject. 

Question:  Did the United States ask the Spokesman’s Office not to comment more on this issue?

Associate Spokesperson:  No. 

Question:  Then why are you not willing to talk about and clarify your Office’s statement.  This is getting ridiculous.  Nobody can speak anymore in this place.

Associate Spokesperson:  But she did speak to you, and we are clarifying that she did not intend to criticize the U.S. military’s profile.  As I just mentioned, we just don’t want anything that the United Nations says right now to detract form the main focus, which is the elections coming up this weekend.

Question:  Do you believe, in general, that the United States puts a lot of pressure on the Spokesman’s Office? 

Associate Spokesperson:  No.

Question:  Do you have any more information about what she did after [her briefing]?  She said that she would be making some phone calls to discuss the matter.  In her comments, I think she said she would be “screaming on the phone” a few minutes after the briefing was over.  With the elections so close, has the United Nations put in any new requests for the U.S. to stay of the way regarding getting out the vote?  Has the Organization tried to re-emphasize that it believes that the election is an Iraqi process and that it can’t be tainted by the impression that the United States is involved?

Associate Spokesperson:  I’m not familiar with what she was going to do after the briefing, so I’ll have to follow up on that for you.

Question:  Can you give a sense of what the UN policy is on U.S. military giving out voting materials to Iraqis?

Associate Spokesperson:  As I said, we feel that the role of the U.S. military in Iraq for the security of elections is essential for the elections.  We mentioned that in the statement, as well. 

Question:  But that doesn’t answer the question.  Security could be interpreted in many ways.  Is this seen as proper?  Some could argue that encouraging people to go out and vote would enhance the country’s security.

Associate Spokesperson:  The statement says clearly that the U.S. military is playing a crucial role in providing security for Iraqi citizens who will be voting.

Question:  That still doesn’t answer the question about what the UN policy is regarding the United States participating in efforts to get out the vote.

Associate Spokesperson:  I have nothing further to say than the statement.

Question:  On the “oil-for-food” investigation, do you think that there is a conflict of interest surrounding some of [Paul] Volcker’s his past associations, including BNP Paribas?  If so, should he resign?  Why was he selected by the Secretary-General to head up the investigation? 

Associate Spokesperson:  As you know, Mr. Volcker’s preliminary report is expected in a matter of days and we are not commenting on any aspect of the investigation until it is released.  As for the appointment of Mr. Volcker, we can provide you with background information.  I have nothing further, other than to add that Mr. Volcker is a highly respected individual leading a very important investigation.

Question:  If a conflict of interest was revealed, do you think that the decision that led to Mr. Volcker’s appointment would be re-examined? 

Associate Spokesperson:  I don’t think that is something that we would be commenting on while the investigation is under way.

Question:  Is the Secretary-General going to meet with anyone from the Volcker Commission before he leaves for Nigeria, or has he in the last day or so?

Associate Spokesperson:  I’m not aware of any appointments, and as you know, he is leaving for Nigeria tomorrow. 

Question:  When is he coming back?

Associate Spokesperson:  Tuesday.

Question:  I googled the word “misspoke” and discovered that it was a very famous word from the 1970s associated with the [U.S. President Richard] Nixon era that has since come to be synonymous with “lied”.  Was it in that sense that the UN used the word “misspoke” regarding Ms. Perelli’s comments? 

Associate Spokesperson:  No.

Question:  On {Under Secretary-General for Internal Oversight] Dileep Nair, I know he was scheduled to step down in April, but we’re hearing reports that he may resign early.  I’m also hearing that [Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees] Ruud Lubbers may also resign early.  Do you have any information on either of those reports?

Associate Spokesperson:  I have seen those same reports, but I have nothing to add.

Question:  Can you give us any information on when the report of the Commission of Inquiry on human rights violations in Sudan will be presented to the Secretary-General and the Security Council?

Associate Spokesperson:  The Commission completed its work on 25 January.  The report was sent yesterday from Geneva, where the Commission is based.  The understanding is that it will go to the Sudanese Government for three days, after which it will be transmitted to the Council in English.  At that point, it should be made available to you.  As for the time frame, we still think it will be early next week, but I’ll just have to stay in touch with you on it. 

Question:  Will it go to the Sudanese Government before it goes to the Council?

Associate Spokesperson:  Yes.  [Shortly after the briefing, the Spokesman’s Office announced that the Commission’s report arrived at the Secretariat today.]

Question:  Is there a chance that we can talk to Ms. Perelli again so that she can clarify what it was that she wanted to say on the record and on camera? 

Associate Spokesperson:  I’ll put in that request.

Spokesman for General Assembly President
Good Afternoon.  In opening this morning the forth informal meeting of the 59th session of the General Assembly to continue an exchange of views on the recommendations contained in the report of the High-Level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change, Assembly President Jean Ping (Gabon) told delegates that he hoped they would be in a position to provide substantive comments, indicating as clearly as possible their country’s positions on the issues raised in the report.  And that would allow for better structuring of the discussions.

He noted that since the first informal session on 8 and 9 December 2004, Member States have had the opportunity to review the report in detail, in particular the recommendations –- and the report contains 111 recommendations -– that Member States have also had the chance to consult their capitals, and that they have had the chance to harmonize their positions within their respective regional groups. 

Sixty countries are registered to speak at today’s meeting, which is a significant number for an informal gathering.  The Assembly President noted that this indicated the importance afforded to the topic by Member States.  Today’s session will take up discussions of a general nature, while not excluding the articulation of specific positions on specific issues from the report. 

President Jean Ping also offered delegates the chance to hold additional meetings for a closer look at the report and offered a calendar that will be submitted for such meetings in the near future. 

Ten Ambassadors will act as facilitators helping the President in the preparatory process.  They are the Permanent Representatives of:  Australia, Bangladesh, Barbados, Ghana, Panama, Netherlands, Slovenia, Thailand, Tunisia and Ukraine.  The facilitators are expected to consult Member States on behalf of the President and will solicit suggestions and concerns during the run-up to the high-level plenary meeting set for September 2005.  The Permanent Representatives of Nicaragua and Norway will continue to follow the question of the organization of that meeting on the President’s behalf.  Member States will also be informed next week as to when the Working Group on Security Council reform will resume its meetings.

Today’s informal meeting is expected to provide a road map and timetable that will serve as important steps towards the issuance of the Secretary-General’s report in March and for the high-level meeting in September. 

Under the rubric of other meetings, I would like to draw your attention to a briefing by the Under-Secretary-General and Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict, Olara Otunnu.  That briefing will be on the topic:  “Child Protection Advisors:  Perspectives from the field, at the Expert Level”.  It will be held today from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m., in Conference room 6.  Child Protection Advisors from the United Nations Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) and the United Nations Organization Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUC) will also provide briefings on their work on the ground.

That’s all I have for you.
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