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The People Daily (China)

PRIVATE
Restrict China's Development, Unfair, Says UNEP Official

A special interview was made to meet the reporter of China's Xinhua News Agency by Teopfer, Executive Director of United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) on July 21 in Nairobi. China is active in finding out ways for sustainable development not only in principle but also in practice, he pointed out, so it is very unfair to restrict China's development. On the issue of the sustainable development of the world, the developed countries should do more about it. 

PRIVATE
A special interview was made to meet the reporter of China's Xinhua by Teopfer, Executive Director of United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) on July 21 in Nairobi. China is active in finding out ways for sustainable development not only in principle but also in practice, he pointed out, so it is very unfair to restrict China's development. On the issue of the sustainable development of the world, the developed countries should do more about it. 

At the meeting of UNEP held in last February, Xie Zhenghua, Director of State Environmental Protection Administration of China put forward China's stand on changing the production and consumption patterns of unsustainable development and emphasized the common but different responsibilities among various countries in the world, he said, China has been actively sorting ways of development featuring high technology, high efficiency, low energy consumption and no pollution both in principle and in practice. China can set an example for other countries in the field of eliminating poverty by way of effective development. This is the basis of the stand towards the issue of changing the production and consumption patterns of unsustainable development. 

Someone has misinterpreted his point of view recently, he said. According to him, China should get the equal space and chance for its own development, and the developing countries should have the rights to create ways for their own development. "It is unfair to restrict China's development space, and the developed countries should do more on the issue of sustainable development". He said, for example, an American child consumes resources 50 times more than that of a child of a developing country. This production and consumption pattern should be changed, and every country and every person should enjoy the equal opportunity for development. 

The cooperation between China and UNEP and himself is close and effective, he mentioned, and there are cooperation projects between them, such as the flood-control and environmental protection projects along the Yangtze River and the comprehensive project for taming the sandstorms. He expected to visit China in the coming September and to attend the opening ceremony of the UNEP Beijing office. 

Finally, He said with a feeling deeply touched, "we share this wonderful world, and we are paddling the same boat. So we must pull together in times of difficulties and I hope China's experience in her development would be able to benefit the whole world." 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Daily Trust, Nigeria

Minister Lists Priorities: Get Cracking - Officials Told 

      BYLINE: Daily Trust 

      BODY: 

      The Minister of Environment, Colonel Bala Muhammed Mande (rtd.) has listed his priorities even as he urged  officials of the ministry to get cracking to provide him with necessary technical inputs for a positive turn around. 

      Alhaji Bala Mande was speaking in his maiden address to sectional heads, deputy directors, directors and

      Permanent Secretary, Alhaji A.B. Jauro Monday at the Conference Hall of the ministry at the Federal

      Secretariat in Abuja. 

      Describing his role as only of a catalyst, the minister told the officials crowded into the hall, that his

      objectives included: 

      * Achieving environmental health and sanitation as a global phenomenon ; 

      * Addressing problems of soil erosion all over the country especially in the South, East, West and South

      South.; 

      * Tackling desertification; 

      * Rehabilitating the Niger-Delta form its present degradation caused by oil exploration including pursuing a

      2004 terminal date for the elimination of gas flaring in the area; 

      * Involving in dialogues with international donor agencies for assistance to tackle Nigeria's huge

      environmental problems including the UNDP, GEF, CILSS, UNEP, UNIDO, UNCCD and the World Bank; 

      * Putting in place to stop illegal trade in or hunts for endangered species of wild animals and plants including  protection for forests and coastal or marine resources and endowments of the environment and 

      * Eradicating actions that may cause global warning. The minister, who acknowledged the professional and

      technical expertise of the officials of the ministry exhorted them to "feel free and come forward with any

      suggestions, project proposals or knowledge that will help me to help the environment I prefer positive

      action to unnecessary observance of protocols," he said in an off-cuff remark after his speech. 

      The minister who said his primary mission was to bring out the best in all the official to turn around the

      fortune of the ministry through concrete policy formulation and execution, however, warned that he will not comprise probity for anything else, saying: "We must also be mindful of the current effort of the Federal

      Government to sanitise the civil service," he said, warning: "we must be conscious of the president's resolve  to rout out corruption."

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

All Africa News Agency

Just How Did Egypt Gain Control Over Nile Waters?

With fears that the next round of conflicts in Africa could be pegged on water, where River Nile is poised to play a central role, countries within the Nile basin are being challenged to resolve volatile issues that may 

lead to such a calamity.  The Nile Treaty, which gives Egypt powers to control the use of River Nile waters, is one such controversial factor being debated currently.  But how did this skewed agreement come into force? AANA Correspondent Osman Njuguna unveils some details.

I

n mid June, 27 legislators of the Arusha-based East African Legislative Assembly  (EALA) converged at Kenya's lakeside city of Kisumu to discuss equitable sharing of the Nile waters among states of the Nile basin.  The legislators  expressed concern that the God-given waters of River Nile were not being equitably shared among eligible users due to a controversial 1929 agreement, sealed between Egypt and Britain.

The agreement, known as the Nile Waters Agreement or Nile Treaty, favoured Egypt on the use of Nile waters at the expense of other users.  It gave Egypt immense powers to control the use of waters of the longest river in 

the world. The Nile River has its basin spread across ten states. These are Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Rwanda, Burundi, Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan, Ethiopia, Eritrea and Egypt.

The legislators were bitterly critical of the treaty. One of them, Maxwell Shamalla, was reported to have said: "We cannot continue to be prisoners of a treaty that impoverishes our people and benefits others, yet we own the resource."   The three-day meeting ended with a recommendation that affected countries should take a united position against the 74-year-old treaty, and renegotiate as a block, issues relating to the use of River Nile.

Some observers note that while the treaty might have passed unnoticed in the past, it is a central focus today due to increasing demand for water.  It is estimated that about 123 million people depend of the waters of River Nile for livelihood.  "The high increase of population that goes with the need for food production, is one of the possible driving forces behind the current call by East Africans to have equitable sharing of the Nile waters," remarks Kenyan legislator and outspoken environmentalist, Professor Wangari Maathai.

Expressing support for the call by the East African legislators to have the controversial treaty repealed, Prof Maathai, who is also an Assistant Minister for Environment and Natural Resources, told AANA: "We should not allow ourselves to continue to respect such agreements, which were supposedly sealed between Egypt and our colonial masters (Britain), claiming [to be doing so] on our behalf."

Apparently, not many have been aware that Egypt controls extensive use of Nile waters, and that other countries would need to seek permission from Egyptian authorities before embarking on any major projects on the Nilebasin.

A Kenyan Catholic archbishop, Zachaeus Okoth, may still be struggling to get to terms with the response he got when he suggested that Kenya should seriously consider pumping out water from Lake Victoria to the dry parts of the country to boost food production through irrigation.

"If we can do the same with petrol, why can't we do the same with the water?" he posed.  He had to be reminded that some agreements signed last century "barred" this from happening.

But as the Nile Basin Initiative, an organisation linking the 10 riparian countries, seeks to lobby for a new agreement on the use of River Nile, some historical facts on the matter may be worth exploring.

In his latest book, Southern Sudan: Too Many Agreements Dishonoured, Abel Alier, a Sudanese legal expert and veteran politician, notes that Egypt's search for control of the Nile, on which depends its livelihood, started in the 19th Century with construction of barrages and canals for irrigation necessary for feeding a rapidly growing population.

As the population grew, works inside Egypt proved inadequate, necessitating extension of control and conservation systems of the Nile to Sudan, Ethiopia, and East Africa.   "That was achieved either through conquest in the Sudan, or agreements with Ethiopia and the East African countries," points out Alier.

Egypt's task was made easier by her allies, especially Great Britain, which concluded treaties with other colonial powers and Ethiopia, securing for Egypt, guarantees for the natural uninterrupted Nile flow from Lake T'ana in Ethiopia, among other equatorial lakes.

After the sources of the Nile were secured, Egypt proposed, in 1904, to increase the Nile yield through a process involving diversion of waters from the Sudd region in southern Sudan, and provision of water storage 

facilities on the Blue Nile and Lake T'ana.

The need for the diversion of water in the Sudd region (White Nile) gave rise to a proposed diversion canal project, which went on smoothly without Sudan raising a finger.  This was mainly because northern Sudan depended then on rain for agriculture, applying very limited irrigation. Southern Sudan depended exclusively on rain water. "But this harmony of interests did not continue for long," says Alier.

A clash emerged around 1910, when the British government proposed large-scale cotton growing, using Blue Nile waters to irrigate Gezira region in Northern Sudan. Egypt's responded with a protest, and Britain 

countered by claiming more water for the Sudan.

However, an amicable solution was eventually worked out, resulting in the construction of the Sennar and Jebel Aulia dams.  The former provided irrigation water in the Gezira, and the latter supplemented the summer 

water needs of Egypt.

A final agreement defining the volumes of Nile waters to be exploited by the two countries was sealed in 1929.  This is what came to be known as the Nile Waters Agreement or Nile Treaty, which empowered Egypt and Sudan to extensively exploit the Nile Basin, but excluded other eligible countries.

The agreement has been used to date by Egypt, frustrating countries of the Nile basin intending to initiate development projects along River Nile waters. Apparently, this status quo has quietly been yielding some tension.

In a book titled, Scarcity And Surfeit: The Ecology of Africa's Conflicts, a group of researchers predict that the main conflicts in Africa during the next 25 years could be about water.  The Nile River is considered to be a likely flash point for such conflicts, they say, noting: "Areas of water stress are likely to see increased competition as populations grow and the available fresh water per capita decreases".

A deputy director of United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP),  Halifa Drammeh confirms that "the potential conflict over shared water resources is real".  According to him, "the issues requiring negotiation and 

agreement among states have grown more complex".

The UNEP official advises that, "greater flexibility and more imaginative ways of sharing water resources will be increasingly necessary over the coming decades, as population pressures... and factors such as climate 

change, place greater demands on already stretched freshwater reserves".

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Daily Nation (Kenya)

Loggers shift sight to Aberdare

From the sky, the forest appears like unshaven head infested with ring-worms and fresh  wounds. The logging and charcoal burning is conducted inside the woodland 

                                                             By WAHOME THUKU  

Destruction of the Aberdare forest seems to be daring the Government's efforts to curb the menace. 

In fact, environmentalists say it's the same assault directed to the neighbouring Mt Kenya forest three years ago, that has been shifted to the Aberdare.  

An aerial survey conducted by four organisations late last year revealed shocking pictures of the extent to which man can abuse nature. Chunks of virgin forest have been wiped out to give way to illegal cultivation,                      quarrying, charcoal burning and settlement.  

From the sky, the forest appears like unshaven head infested with ring-worms and fresh wounds. The logging and charcoal burning is conducted inside the woodland where detection from the ground is almost impossible. 

The survey carried out between August and November was initiated by the Rhino Ark, the Kenya Forest Working Group and the Kenya Wildlife Service. It was funded by Unep and the European Union. 

A team of experts was set up to overfly the 16 blocks of the Aberdare National Park and the forest reserves for 61 hours collecting data. They released the report on Thursday at the  National Museum, Nairobi. 

A similar survey was carried out in Mt Kenya in 1999 and in Mt Kilimanjaro in 2001 revealing wanton destruction of the water catchment areas. 

In Mt Kenya, illegal activities in the heart of the forest were clearly abetted by the government, sparking a major controversy between it and environmental organisations including foreign donors. 

Logging of indigenous trees which is prohibited by the 1986 presidential ban on the exploitation of forests seemed to have been sanctioned and even supervised by local administrators and forest officials.  

The Mt Kenya forest management was later transferred from the forest department to the KWS and since then, logging has decreased by about 90 per cent. About 205 charcoal kilts were recorded last year down from 547 in 1999. 

Cultivation of bhang, which appeared like an official government activity, has also decreased remarkably.  

But this scenario is now repeated in the Aberdare Ranges where thousands of acres of camphor, cedar and other indigenous trees have been cleared. More than 9,000 felled indigenous trees were counted during the survey. 

The KWS board of trustees chairman, Mr Colin Church, says though the new Government has  shown commitment in stopping the destruction of forests the situation on the ground is still wanting. 

"These activities are going on as we speak and they may increase in the Aberdare unless something is done," says Mr Church, who is also the Rhino Ark chairman. 

Charcoal burning, which had consumed more than 80 per cent of the forest canopy in the southern escarpments bordering the Rift Valley region by end of last year, is the largest and most persistent threat to the Aberdare.  

At least 14,500 kilts were spotted during the survey, spread out on the escapements and along river banks.  

These were six times more than those spotted in Mt Kenya, though the Aberdare is 30 per cent  smaller. 

Some were more than three metres wide and 20 metres long and none of them were overgrown with vegetation, indicting they were freshly excavated. The hardest hit areas include Kieni and South Kinangop. 

"This is a large scale commercial venture and charcoal burning is the most devastating activity in most parts of the forest," says KWS senior warden Bongo Woodley. The charcoal produced is not just intended for consumption by the local communities but also for sale in other parts of the country. 

"Some residents harvest trees from the forest reserves and produce charcoal in their farms to avoid arrest," says the report.  

The team also surveyed 21 sections of burnt forest along the slopes mainly as a result of charcoal burning. 

Rhino charge has also initiated a project to construct an electric fence around the Aberdare National Park to control the movement of people and animals in and out of the forest. 

They have been organising sporting activities to raise awareness on environmental conservation and generate funds for the construction and maintenance of the 320 km perimeter fence. 

The Nation Media Group is also actively involved in the project. By the end of last month, it had collected more than Sh6.5 million from companies, non-governmental organisations and individuals for the fence. 

Mr Church says the fence has already covered 167 km.  

The report shows that less than 0.2 per cent of charcoal burning was observed within the area covered by the electric fence on the northern and western slopes. About 9,978 kilts were  spotted in the unfenced southern slopes particularly in Kijabe, Kikuyu, Kingatua and Nyamweru forest reserves.  

Another 3,601 were on the western slopes of Aberdare and Kipipiri forest reserves which are also unfenced. Rhino Ark will soon be releasing Sh5 million for its maintenance. The project is expected to be completed by 2005. 

Mr Church says though communities living around the forest have a desire to protect the forest, the situation on the ground is contradictory. 

About 4,475 hectares of forest land have been permanently occupied around Kipipiri and another 1,104 in Ragia forest. Some settlements date back to 1960. Other permanent  settlements are coming up in Kirurumi, Nyeri. 

"There is no hope of reclaiming some of this land and the best thing is to formalise it," says Mr  Bongo.  

                      In parts of Laikipia bare forest reserves stand out like deserts sandwiched between privately

owned land covered with trees and green vegetation. The conservationists say the shamba system has been flouted and farmers have misused the land entrusted on them. 

Through the shamba system farmers are allowed to cultivate food crops in selected parts of the forest and to plant tree seedlings. After three years when the seedlings cover overshadows the crops, they are required to move to other areas and give way for the trees to grow to maturity.  

However, the slopes where tree seedlings should be flourishing are bare because farmers only plant food crops. More than 69 per cent of the 230 acres of the land identified for shamba  system in the Aberdare had no trees seedlings. 

In some areas, farmers have moved from designated areas and encroached on adjacent land,  hence accelerating the destruction of more forest cover. 

This is widespread around Chinga location in Othaya the point where the electric fence has reached. Cultivation of tobacco goes on unchecked, though the law does not allow farmers to grow cash crops on public land. 

The report says 83 illegally cultivated fields in Chinga are close to the forest boundary and the activities go on in full knowledge of the management.  

Livestock grazing has equally led to the destruction of the forest. The law does not allow farmers to take cattle and goats into the forests due to their destructive nature of grazing.  

However, the survey team counted 18,497 animals, 2,104 of them inside the fenced area. The surveyors recorded 12,132 sheep and goats, most of them in the south-western slopes of the Aberdare. 

These have been allowed illegally into the forest to compete with the wild animals. As a result, the wild animals have been derived of their source of food, hence the constant conflict between them and the nearby communities. 

Cultivation of bhang in the Aberdare is not as intensive as in Mt Kenya forest. Only 16 farms covering 3 hectares were recorded, all of them in Endarasha, Wanjerere and in Chinga and Munyange locations of Othaya especially along River Gura.  

However, conservationists say this activity could increase because it is lucrative and most of the fields are inside the fenced forest.  

Quarrying has also left large parts of the forest destroyed. About 21 quarries were spotted in  Kinangop, Nyeri and Nyahururu and the activities are still going on. The experts now say that due to such activities, the land has been rendered useless. 

Though not directly blamed on human activities, the forest is also threatened by landslides  with 181 of them recorded on the steep ridges especially at the Kinangop peak, the eastern and south-eastern slopes. 

However, the researchers said in the Kikuyu escarpment where 55 landslides were spotted, they may have been caused by the impact of illegal logging and charcoal burning in the area. 

Environment minister Newton Kulundu says enacting laws for conservation of the forest requires the involvement of all parties. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

New York Post

U.N. IS UNFIT TO RUN IRAQ 

By CLIFFORD D. MAY 

                                  July 26, 2003 -- AMONG Europe's many criticisms of America is now this: We refuse to relinquish substantial authority in Iraq to the United Nations. Until and unless we do, we're being told, don't expect much military or economic support from overseas. 

                 But if the United Nations has the expertise to quash rebellions and construct sound government institutions, why is that not on display in Liberia? Why is the U.N. pleading instead for American troops to assume responsibility for restoring law and order in that distressed corner of Africa? Liberia is a pretty straightforward conflict.  On one side are government troops with guns. On the other side are rebels with                 guns. The two sides are at the point of stalemate and appear eager for outside intervention. 

                 In Iraq, by contrast, American forces are under attack by hardened pro-Saddam  Ba'athist remnants who want their powers and privileges back. They are reinforced by jihadists of various nationalities who want to return Iraq to the anti-infidel,pro-terrorist fold. Syria, Saudi Arabia and Iran are undoubtedly stirring the pot - the rulers of all those countries have an interest in seeing America's Iraq project fail; all would feel threatened to have a neighbor living in freedom, democracy, prosperity and peace. 

                 To defeat the dead-enders in Iraq will require seasoned Special Forces and clandestine operatives working closely with Iraqi patriots (a k a collaborators) on missions such as that carried out by Task Force 20 this week in Mosul. Does the U.N. really have such elite combatants on call? 

                 What's more, U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan opposed regime change in Iraq.                 Were he put in charge of the reconstruction effort, what guarantee is there that he would not call for "reconciliation" - a "broad coalition government" that would include both those who now support the American presence and those now doing their best to kill Americans? Raise your hand if you'd be comfortable with such an outcome. 

                 American and British troops are finding new mass graves just about every day. In them are the remains of tens of thousands of Iraqi dissidents, bullet holes through their skulls. In addition, it is now believed that as many as 200,000 Marsh Arabs may have been slaughtered by Saddam, their ancient environment destroyed. Add the 180,000 Kurds Saddam slaughtered and we're looking at crimes against humanity of world-historical proportions.

                 The United Nations did nothing to prevent these atrocities, hardly ever spoke out about them and doesn't speak about them now. But what can be expected of an organization with a Commission on Human Rights now chaired by Libya - the regime responsible for the terrorist attack on Pan Am 103 over Lockerbie, Scotland? 

                  It's not unfair to ask what proficiencies the United Nations does have beyond providing a forum for America's  enemies, adversaries and sundry critics. After the tragedy and debacle of Rwanda - where the U.N. proved impotent in the face of genocide - Secretary-General Annan should have made it his mission to organize a  skilled and reliable U.N. constabulary. Such an international police force would have been useful immediately following the U.S. military intervention in Iraq and would be useful in Liberia today. But that was never on Annan's to-do list. 

                 In recent years, too, the United Nations might have developed a nation-building program, a mechanism to rescue  and restore the growing list of failing states. Instead, it has only the United Nations Development Program, which has not successfully inspired development anywhere. 

                 To be fair, it's not like anyone else has worked through the mechanics of nation-building - not Republicans who have been generally skeptical of the idea, nor Democrats who have generally supported the project. U.S. efforts to nation-build in Haiti in the 1990s failed, but that didn't spark much of an effort to figure out how to do it better  next time. 

                 The Europeans have made attempts to build nations from their former colonies in Africa - without success.

                 France probably tried hardest, especially in Ivory Coast in West Africa. After granting independence to Ivosy Coast in the 1960s, the French quietly helped manage both government ministries and private industries, built electric power plants and other infrastructure, established a sound monetary system and provided direct aid. But  they failed to build the institutional framework of a democratic society - an independent judiciary and press,  political parties, the rule of law and constitutionally guaranteed freedoms. And so today there are French troops keeping a fragile peace in Ivory Coast

_________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

New Study Warns Whale Populations Too Low for Hunting 

PALO ALTO, California, July 25, 2003 (ENS) - Scientists have underestimated the number of humpbacks and other great whales that inhabited the North Atlantic Ocean before the advent of whaling, according to                      geneticists from Stanford and Harvard Universities. 

The findings, published today in the journal Science, could cast grave doubts on the scientific rationale used by countries that advocate lifting a 17-year  moratorium on commercial whaling established by the London-based                      International Whaling Commission (IWC), the scientists say. 

The IWC, which is the main organization that regulates whaling, has policies that will allow for the resumption of commercial hunting when populations  reach a little more than half of their historic numbers. 

But the findings of the new study expose a problem with this policy, which relies on historic estimates of unconfirmed whaling records dating back to the mid-1800s, says Stephen Palumbi, a professor of biological sciences at Stanford and co-author of the study. 

"It is well known that hunting dramatically reduced all baleen whale populations, yet reliable estimates of former whale abundances are elusive," wrote Palumbi and Harvard graduate student Joe Roman, lead author of the study. "Whaling logbooks provide clues, but may be incomplete, intentionally under reported or fail to consider hunting loss." 

Roman and Palumbi say their study is the first to use genetics rather than whaling records to confirm the number of whales that used to exist 

"The genetics of populations has within it  information about the past,” Palumbi explained. “If you can read the amount of genetic variation – the difference in  DNA from one individual whale to another – and calibrate that, then you can estimate the historic size of the population." 

The scientists focused on the genetics of North Atlantic humpback, fin and minke whales – three species decimated in the mid-19th and early-20th  centuries by the demand for whale oil, baleen and meat. 

"The genetics we have done of whales in the North Atlantic says that, before whaling, there were a total of 800,000 to 900,000 humpback, fin and minke whales – far greater numbers than anybody ever thought," Palumbi said. 

Comparing DNA samples from 188 humpback whales, Roman and Palumbi determined that the historic population in the North Atlantic may have been 240,000, some 12 times greater than the IWC estimate. 

Using these results, Palumbi estimated that the worldwide humpback population could have been as high as 1.5 million – more than 10 times the IWC's global historical estimate of 100,000. 

After analyzing DNA samples from 87 minke whales, the scientists concluded that the pre-whaling North Atlantic minke population was at least 265,000. This is roughly twice the number of minkes that inhabit the North Atlantic today, according to the IWC. 

An analysis of the DNA of 253 fin whales yielded similar results – Roman and Palumbi concluded                                        that the pre-whaling population was about 360,000,  some 10 times higher than the IWC’s historical                                        estimate. The IWC estimates that today’s fin whale population is about 56,000. 

Reconciling these number is an essential component of future whale conservation, Palumbi  says. 

Under the current policies of the IWC, which declared a worldwide moratorium on commercial whaling in 1986, a majority of its 51 members could lift the moratorium and allow whale hunting in regions where populations has reached 54 percent of its original carrying capacity. 

"This is a real conundrum," Palumbi said. "Humpback whales, for example, were thought to have numbered about 20,000 in the North Atlantic, and we are up to about 10,000 now, so at that rate, the IWC could allow countries to start killing humpbacks within the next decade. 

 “But if the historic population was really 240,000, as the genetics suggests, then we would not be able to start whaling for another 70 to 100 years." 

Roman and Palumbi write that in light of their findings, current populations of humpback or fin whales are “far from harvestable.” 

Minke whales are closer to genetically defined population limits, they wrote, and “hunting decisions regarding them must be based on other data.”

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________ROAP Media Update – 28 July 2003

UN or UNEP in the news

Restrict China's Development, Unfair, Says UNEP Official

People's Daily Online, China - 25 Jul 2003 - A special interview was made to meet the reporter of China's Xinhua by Teopfer, Executive Director of United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) on July 21 in Nairobi. China is active in finding out ways for sustainable development not only in principle but also in practice, he pointed out, so it is very unfair to restrict China's development. On the issue of the sustainable development of the world, the developed countries should do more about it.
http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/200307/25/eng20030725_120965.shtml 
General environment news

Govt to consult parties on WTO
Economic Times, India - 25 Jul 2003 - NEW DELHI: In a bid to garner wider support for liberalisation on the external trade front, the government plans to convene a meeting of political parties prior to the forthcoming WTO ministerial meeting at Cancun in Mexico. The meeting will try to seek the views of parties on issues to be discussed at the Cancun meeting.
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/cms.dll/html/uncomp/articleshow?msid=96390Special emphasis will be on agriculture subsidy which is expected to be discussed at the Cancun meet, commerce & industry minister Arun Jaitley informed the Lok Sabha today. Replying to queries during question hour, he said, “The government will have discussions with political parties before the Cancun meeting.
He said there was no pressure on India from any of the developed countries or the WTO to reduce agriculture subsidy. Mr Jaitley said the subsidy for agriculture currently stands at Rs 27,000 crore and this could be increased since this is within the permissible limit. In another reply, minister of state for commerce and industry S B Mookherjee said India has not made any offer in the services sector for the ongoing WTO negotiations. “The offer, when made, will be based on an assessment of the balance of gains in the negotiations, which cannot be quantified in the form of increased export ,” he said.
 

All party meet likely on WTO issues
Rediff, India - 25 Jul 2003 July 25, 2003 - The government will convene a meeting of the political parties prior to the World Trade Organisation ministerial in Cancun to elicit their views on issues, especially agriculture subsidy, to be discussed at the conference, Lok Sabha was informed on Friday.
Replying to queries during the Question Hour, Minister for Industry and Commerce, Arun Jaitley, said, "The government will have discussions with the political parties before the Cancun meeting of WTO slated for September."
On agriculture subsidy, he said there was no pressure on India from any of the developed countries or the WTO to reduce it, he said.
The minister said currently the subsidy for agriculture was to the tune of Rs 27,000 crore (Rs 270 billion) and this could be increased since this was within the permissible limit.
http://www.rediff.com/money/2003/jul/25wto.htm 

ASEM CONCERNS: Asians feel 'ignored' by EU trade bloc
The Nation (Bangkok) Published on Jul 26, 2003 - Lack of high-level participation by Europe at forum irks ministers 
Asian ministers have expressed concern that a perceived lack of attention by the European Union at the Asia-Europe Meeting (Asem) will dilute social and economic ties between the two regions.
"China, as chairman of this year's meeting, said that the EU has ignored the importance of Asem and sees nothing to gain from the progress of the cooperation programme," said Commerce Minister Adisai Bodharamik.
Held in Dalian, China, from July 23-24, only economic ministers from France, Luxembourg, Ireland, and the EU trade commissioner participated in the meeting, while most Asian nations sent their ministers.
The EU members sent only deputy economic ministers or their representatives.
…Adisai said he EU Trade Commissioner Pascal Lamy had told him that more EU economic ministers would participate in the next meeting.
The forum focused on September's World Trade Organisation (WTO) ministerial meeting in Cancun, Mexico.
At the meeting, Adisai stressed that it seemed that some developed members were now playing a waiting game to see who would be the one to make the first move. But it is clear that if everyone waits for too long, then the game will never be played and nobody will move to the next level.
http://www.nationmultimedia.com/page.arcview.php3?clid=6&id=82776&usrsess=1 

Emergency in southern Pakistan as monsoon rain death toll rises 
Deepika, India -  Karachi July 27 (DPA) Heavy rainfall has prompted the authorities in the southern Pakistani province of Sindh to declare a state of emergency as the death toll rose to 60, officials said today.
Many died in rural areas as mud houses collapsed around them and all hospitals in the province are on high alert.
According to the Met office, a 10 year record was broken in Sindh with 292 mm rain was recorded in 24 hours in the worst affected district of Badin, about 100 kilometres north of Karachi.
http://www.deepikaglobal.com/ENG4_sub.asp?ccode=ENG4&newscode=16429
US signs science co-operation deal with NZ on climate change 
Stuff.co.nz, New Zealand 25 July 2003 - The Kyoto Protocol committing most of the world's developed nations to lowering their greenhouse gas emissions will not save low-lying Pacific atolls from rising seas, says a senior American climate bureaucrat, Harlan Watson.
Sea level rises because of global warming would not be averted quickly enough for some low-lying populations because a lag-effect would mean warming would continue even after emissions reduced, said Dr Watson, the United States Government's senior senior climate negotiator. "If everybody stopped emitting tomorrow or today, the thermal inertia in the system would continue, and the sea level's going to continue to rise at some rate," he said. 

http://www.stuff.co.nz/stuff/0,2106,2580444a7693,00.html
At least 34 die in India floods 
PATNA, India (Reuters) - At least 34 people have died and nearly 1.8 million have been affected in the past two weeks in the east Indian state of Bihar as swirling flood waters sweep away hundreds of villages. 
Officials said on Saturday the state could be hit by a second wave of floods after heavy rains lashed catchment areas in the past three days and some rivers were flowing above the danger mark. 
"The floods have hit 14 of the 38 districts of the state. So far we have recorded 34 deaths and people of 1,823 villages have been fully or partially displaced from their homes", state relief commissioner Sishir Sinha, told Reuters, on Saturday. 
 http://www.reuters.co.uk/newsPackageArticle.jhtml?type=worldNews&storyID=348436
___________________________________________________________________________________________ROWA MEDIA UPDATE 

UAE
Harnessing alternative energy may be a breeze

An expert in renewable energy resources in Fujairah has urged the UAE government to carry out a comprehensive field survey on the areas rich in wind power to prepare a "wind atlas" that can be used as a significant guide for setting up wind parks to generate electricity.

Dr Fathy Hussain, Engineering Advisor at the Fujairah Department of Industry and Economy (FDIE) and Director of the Fujairah Renewable Energy Centre (FREC), told Gulf News that such an atlas is essential for researchers and experts to realise the amount of solar and wind energy existing in the country.

"The Ministry of Electricity and Water is supposed to be the first of the government authorities which could carry out the survey and prepare the wind atlas to help experts and environmentalists have a clear idea about the possibility of taking advantage of the wind blowing in the country," said Dr Hussain.

He pointed out that there are several areas in the UAE that enjoy strong and large amounts of wind such as the East Coast, Hatta and the western beach of Abu Dhabi.

The Fujairah government realised the importance of finding new solutions and alternative energy resources on the East Coast and started research and studies in 1997 on the possibility of benefiting from such energy.

http://www.gulf-news.com/Articles/news.asp?ArticleID=93591

Jordan

Gas Pipeline between Arish in Egypt to Aqaba in Jordan

The marine part of the gas line will flow into the Aqaba Thermal Station to replace the fuel currently used by the plant. 

Minister of Energy and Mineral Resources Mohammad Batayneh described the $230 million project as “vital” to Jordan, adding that it will be the largest Arab energy plan. 

Batayneh said the use of gas in thermal stations will be adopted in all such plants in the Kingdom. According to the senior official, the project is designed to protect the environment and cut costs by $500 million. 

For his part, Egyptian Minister of Energy Sameh Fahmi said the gas project is the first step towards activating the Common Arab Market. 

The second phase of the plan, which will have a production capacity of 10 billion cubic metre, includes installing a 370 km gas line

extending from Aqaba to Rihab electricity generation plant in the north, and the Khirbet Samra and Al Hussein Thermal Station in the Zarqa area. 

The length of the line between Arish and Taba is 250km, while the marine line between Taba and Aqaba is 18 km long. 

In a latter stage, the gas pipeline will be extended to the Syrian port of Banyas on the Mediterranean, and in 2005 to the Zahrani Refinery in Lebanon. From there in 2006, a marine line will convey gas to Cyprus from Lebanon. 

http://www.jordantimes.com/sun/homenews/homenews2.htm

Palestine
EU Working To Help Israel, Palestinians Link Power Grids
Israel and the Palestinian Authority committed themselves Wednesday to finalize agreements to link their power grids and define energy projects of common interest by the end of the year. "This is an important step for peace between Israel and Palestine," said EU Energy Commissioner Loyola de Palacio who helped broker the deal.
The agreement establishes working groups which will aim to finalize commercial contracts and interconnection policies by the end of October.

Experts also will draw up a list of energy projects which are of interest to both parties. These will be presented during an industrial conference to be held in Brussels in November and include neighboring countries such as Egypt, Turkey, Jordan, Lebanon and Syria.

Israeli infrastructure minister Yossef Paritzky said it would take between two to three years to develop natural gas resources which lie offshore. He suggested the idea of a joint power station to supply electricity to both Israel and Palestine.

"We will do everything possible to expedite the process," said Paritzky, adding that "if people share projects together, they will live in peace." 

De Palacio said there were several options open for the financing of such projects, including loans from the European investment bank and private financing.

http://english.daralhayat.com/arab_news/07-2003/20030723-20030723-901fad81-c0a8-01ed-0024-31b94290ed7d/story.html
Iraq
Iraq, state of Arab media preoccupy Arab press
THE SITUATION in Iraq and its consequences, and the state of the Arab mass media have been the main issues discussed by the Arab press this week. 

Fehmy Howady, of the Egypt-based Al Ahram, stated that he didn't figure out the motives behind the criticism of the Iraqi resistance operations made by some Arab intellectuals, because these people are helping the Americans to achieve their goals in Iraq. He explained that the US wanted to convince the world that the Iraqis wanted the Americans to liberate them from under Saddam Hussein's regime, and they welcome their occupation of Iraq. 

The US and some of the Arab intellectuals are basically telling the world that people who are carrying out these operations against the American army in Iraq do not want to actually resist the implementation of the US mission in Iraq. The writer believes that some of the people who are participating in the Iraqi resistance are part of the former Iraqi regime, while others are supported by Iran, that has many interests in Iraq, such as establishing a religious regime in the country. 

However, he continued, the Iraqis are a nation who defends its country and dignity, and thus resists the occupation of its land, just as any other nation in the world. Howady believes that the majority of the Iraqis were pleased that Saddam's regime collapsed, but they do not accept the US occupation of their country. 

Othman Alrawaf argued in his Al Sharq Al Awsat article that Arabs and Muslims who started to criticise the new Iraq Governing Council from the first day of its creation are actually working to divide Iraq and drive it into a civil war waged by its different religious and ethnic sectors. 

He asserted that the Arabs have to support this new council because it has the ability to achieve significant gains for the Iraqi people. Besides, he said, the quickest way to end the American occupation of Iraq is through strengthening this new council. The writer said that the Arab intellectuals and journalists have to stop interfering in Iraq's problems. 

Most of the Iraqis cannot understand the Arab intellectuals' attitudes towards the Iraqi issue and their support for the Saddam's regime, said Jawad Abdul Wahab, a writer for the Bahraini Al Ayyam. He argued that some documents found in Iraq prove that the US had assisted the former Iraqi regime to commit its crimes, such as the uprising in the south, in 1991, when the US allowed the Iraqis to use it aircraft to end that uprising. The writer asserted that the US was afraid of the Islamic revolution in Iran so it assisted the Iraqis against Iran. In the 1980s, the US and Britain provided Saddam with all the weapons Iraq needed, including weapons of mass destruction, the main reason of the US-lead war on Iraq. 

The Arab media and their performance during the Iraqi war was another issue tackled by the Arab newspapers. Majdi Khaleel, who writes for Al Sharq Al Awsat discussed the problems and difficulties facing the Arab mass media, which, he claimed, is based on ideology and thus not objective. Moreover, the writer added, they do not follow the models of the international media morality and role, and they are not professional. 

He argued that the Arab mass media reflect the Arab cultural history with all their negative aspects, among which dictatorship and lack of scientific approaches. He asserted that in the aftermath of the Iraqi crisis and the Arab media performance in the war, many people hoped that changes are going to take place in the media. The writer listed certain points which he thought could solve the Arab media problem. At the beginning, Arabs “have to dismantle the ideological settlements,” which have dominated the Arab media. He said that there are three ideological blocks in the Arab world: Islamic, pan-Arab, and people who use the Palestinian cause. 

The writer said one thing the Arab media would have to do is to secure for themselves the needed legal cover and to enact serious laws that punish journalists who are not objective. Finally, he said, the Arab media have to be privatised, as government owned media won't be fair and objective. 

Aliy Al Seaby, from the UAE Al Ittihad, stated in his article that there are many different opinions regarding the Arab media; one believes that the media have to be government-owned, because the government can understand the people's needs. In the Arab world, the media, which are owned by the government, say that the regime must be protected by the people because this is good for the people; thus, they do not disseminate genuine information. The government media, said the writer, paralyses the ability to think of the Arabs. However, the latest developments in technology will expose these media as they enable the people to follow up news on international media and thus discover the weakness of the Arab mass media. 

Concluding, the writer said that government-owned media organisations cannot provide the people with objective and fair news, and they do try to influence the people's views in favour of the government

___________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General.

           Good Afternoon.

           **Private Sector Commission

           This is our normal Noon Briefing, which we’re going to do a bit early so we can get it done before the 12 p.m.

     Press Conference on the Commission on the Private Sector and Development, which is an initiative of the UN

     Development Programme (UNDP).

           The Secretary-General will come down for that briefing, and he will introduce the co-Chairs of the Commission,

     Paul Martin, Canada’s former Finance Minister, and the former Mexican President, Ernesto Zedillo.  Mark

     Malloch-Brown, the UNDP Administrator, will also be here.  And that, as I said, will start in about 10 minutes.

           I also squawked, and I’ll say it again for any of those of you who might not have heard it, that the

     Secretary-General will not take any questions on anything other than the Commission on the Private Sector and

     Development.  He is scheduled to do a mid-year press conference next week and we will give you a specific time and

     date, once we firm that up.

           **Liberia

           On Liberia, yesterday afternoon, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative, Jacques Klein, briefed the

     Security Council on the situation in that country, and afterwards, told reporters that Liberia was between hope and

     disaster -- hope if the international community could act quickly, and disaster if nothing is done.

           The good news, he said, is Nigeria's willingness to send in two battalions quickly to stabilize the situation

     there, including one from the UN Mission in Sierra Leone, of about 770 troops, which the Mission will try to transport

     using its own facilities, including transport helicopters.  Another Nigerian battalion is expected to arrive from Lagos,

     which Nigeria will need help to transport.

           After the consultations ended, Council President Inocencio Arias of Spain told reporters that Council members

     expressed concern about the deteriorating security situation and humanitarian conditions in Liberia and called on all

     sides to honour the ceasefire.

           Fighting in Monrovia continued this morning, with mortar rounds landing near a UN compound.  The Office for

     the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) says that Monrovia’s 1 million residents face dangerous shortages of

     water, sanitation facilities, food and security, and warns that, if fighting continues over the weekend, thousands of

     people could die.  We have a press release with more details.

           The Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), meanwhile, says that the situation in the

     Liberian capital is grave, with every available space in UNHCR’s Monrovia compound jammed with more than 800

     desperate refugees and displaced people.  High Commissioner Ruud Lubbers again urged the immediate deployment

     of an international force to Liberia, and is recommending that governments suspend the forced return of rejected

     Liberian asylum seekers for at least six months.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council today is holding an open debate on Côte d’Ivoire, with that country’s Prime Minister,

     Seydou Diarra, briefing Council members on recent peace efforts in that country.  The Council expects to adopt a

     Presidential Statement on Côte d’Ivoire at the end of today’s open meeting.

           Also, the Security Council expects to adopt a Presidential Statement today emphasizing the importance of

     the recommendations made by the Council’s recent missions to West Africa and Central Africa and requesting that

     the Secretary-General report on follow-up to those recommendations in a report, by this

     30 November.

           This afternoon, the Council will meet with troop contributors to the peacekeeping missions in Lebanon and

     Georgia.

           **Sao Tome

           We have upstairs a statement attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General, available in French

     only, on the return of constitutional order in Sao Tome and Principe.

           In it, the Secretary-General welcomes these latest developments and congratulates the international and

     regional mediation effort.

           **SG’s report on Georgia

           Out on the racks today is the Secretary-General’s report on the situation in Abkhazia, Georgia.

           The Secretary-General notes the UN-led peace process received a welcome boost following the Geneva

     brainstorming session and the Sochi summit.  However, he says, “it is regrettable that the core political issue -– the

     future status of Abkhazia within the State of Georgia – still has not been addressed”.

           He appeals to both sides, in particular the Abkhaz side, to muster the political will to address the political

     aspects of the conflict.

           He is encouraged by the recent initiative by Georgia and the Russian Federation to start a dialogue on the

     process of refugee return, and recommends that a civilian police component of 20 officers be added to the UN Mission

     in Georgia to assist with the return of refugees.

           **Kosovo

           The Secretary-General has decided to appoint former Finnish Prime Minister Harri Holkeri as his Special

     Representative and head of the UN Mission in Kosovo, replacing Michael Steiner of Germany, who has returned to

     Government service.

           Holkeri served as Finland’s Prime Minister from 1987 to 1991, and he also served as President of the 55th

     session of the General Assembly –- the “Millennium Assembly”.  We have copies of his biographical data available

     upstairs.

           **DPRK

           In a message on the occasion of the 50th Anniversary of the Korean War’s Armistice Agreement, the

     Secretary-General notes that the Korean conflict remains unresolved.  He says:  “Fear and mistrust are widespread. 

     The current controversy over the nuclear weapons programme of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea is a

     sobering reminder of the risks that this unfinished business poses to the region, to the world at large, and above all to

     the people of both Koreas”.

           He underscores that “resolving the nuclear and related security issues has got to be the most pressing

     priority”.  And he urges all the parties to work determinedly towards a peaceful, negotiated solution, including through

     an early resumption of the Beijing talks.

           The Secretary-General calls for a comprehensive settlement, which will cover a wide range of security,

     military, political, human rights and economic issues, culminating in a peace treaty.

           We have the full text upstairs.

           **DRC

           The UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo said that following reports of a cache of ammunition

     apprehended on a plane that landed in Beni, it has started the process of conducting a thorough investigation into the

     origins of the flight, the material and the intended destination.

           The UN Mission strongly denounced this act, which constitutes a violation of resolution 1484 (2003), which

     bans all military assistance to armed groups in the DRC.

           The plane, carrying many boxes of ammunition and seven military and two civilian passengers, was reportedly

     travelling from Aru to Mangbwalu.  It was diverted to Beni, due to bad weather conditions.  The plane was handed over

     to the UN by the RCD-K/ML faction.

           We have a press release in French on that.

           **Angola

           The World Food Programme (WFP) and the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) today released a

     special report on their joint Crop and Food Supply Assessment Mission in Angola.

           Despite peace and a substantial increase in food production, the Agencies warned, some 1.4 million Angolans

     are still in urgent need of food aid, due to the increased number of refugees and demobilized soldiers returning home.

           The report is available online, and we have a press release upstairs.

           **Guatemala

           The UN Verification Mission in Guatemala, known as MINUGUA, today issued a statement calling on the

     Guatemalan authorities to re-establish order and guarantee the security of the population following acts of violence and

     vandalism that took place yesterday in the capital city.

           The Mission urgently calls upon the leaders of the ruling party to intervene with its supporters, so that they

     desist from all acts of violence.  It deplores the violence, and stresses the necessity of using peaceful means to

     resolve conflict.

           We have a statement in Spanish upstairs.

           **Uzbekistan

           The Acting High Commissioner for Human Rights Bertrand Ramcharan today issued a statement voicing his

     deep regret that Uzbekistan had executed six individuals whose stays of execution had been requested by the UN

     Human Rights Committee, which was reviewing their cases.

           Ramcharan stressed that the executions render the Committee’s reviews futile and amount to a grave breach

     of Uzbekistan’s obligations under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, to which it acceded in 1995. 

     We have a press release on that.

           **AIDS

           India will have its first national parliamentary conference on HIV/AIDS this weekend, for which the

     Secretary-General will deliver a video message.  According to the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS, “The

     conference will bring together over 1,000 political leaders from across the country, including ministers,

     parliamentarians, legislators, and mayors, which will be a unique opportunity to mobilize national leadership and

     commitment to move the national Indian response to HIV/AIDS”.

           “Never before”, said Dr. Peter Piot, the Executive Director of UNAIDS, “in any nation of the world, has there

     been such a large and committed gathering of leaders from every level of decision-making, dedicated to the common

     cause of fighting AIDS”.

           We have a press release on that.

           **The Week Ahead at the United Nations

           And we have the Week Ahead for you to help you plan your coverage of the UN next week.

           Any questions?  Mark?

           Questions and Answers

           Question:   I apologize if you’ve covered this already, is there any plan to replace Carla Del Ponte as the head

     of the Rwanda Tribunal?

           Spokesman:  We have nothing to announce on that subject now.  I believe she is scheduled to come to New

     York on Monday to see the Secretary-General.  Yes, ma’am?

           Question:   Any reaction to the recent wires about President Bush sending an unknown number of troops to

     Liberia?

           Spokesman:  We are waiting to see if we can confirm that that is true.  If it is true, we would be very gratified,

     and our hope is that we can proceed with the plan to have a US-led multinational force go into Liberia to help stabilize

     the situation there, that President Charles Taylor will step down as he promised to do as part of a ceasefire

     agreement, and that we can get on with re-building that country under the leadership of Jacques Klein, the

     Secretary-General’s newly named Special Representative.  Yes, Mark?

           Question:  We had MSF today saying, basically, that despite the multinational force in Bunia, there is no

     security there and there were still basically vast problems.  I was just wondering what the UN assessment is of the

     security situation in Bunia and whether the multinational force is doing what it was sent out to do?

           Spokesman:  I don’t have any particular guidance on that today, except for what I have already said about the

     Secretary-General’s request for additional troops, and that request is under Chapter VII as an enforcement action.  Our

     hope is that the situation in Bunia and in the Kivus, as well, could be stabilized.  That’s the key to the success in the

     Congo, as a whole.  I’ll see if I can more for you after the briefing.

                                              * *** *

__




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "Development" �� The People Daily - Restrict China's Development, Unfair, Says UNEP Official�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Priorities" ��Daily Trust, Nigeria - Minister Lists Priorities: Get Cracking - Officials Told� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Nile" ��All Africa News Agency - Just How Did Egypt Gain Control Over Nile Waters?�





*� HYPERLINK  \l "Aberdares" ��Daily Nation - Loggers shift sight to Aberdares�


  E.A. Standard - Kulundu decries illegal activities in Aberdares


** GEO Youth highlighted on Cubavision TV News


    UNEP's Third GEO used as source on Jakarta Post
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