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Other Environment-related News 

· ENS - European Youth Focus of Environmental Health Action Plan 

Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROAP
· ROWA




Other UN News

· S.G.'s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of  25 June 2004 (Unavailable)

UPI

U.N: Environment threatens shareholders

United Nations, United States, Jun. 24 (UPI) -- A U.N. report released Thursday said environmental and social issues must be integrated into business practices or shareholders risk a long-term threat.

The U.N. Environmental Program released the report at the Global Compact Leaders Summit at U.N. World Headquarters in New York. It is the first to study the financial impact of environmental, social and corporate considerations as they relate to portfolio management of mutual, pension and other institutional funds. 

"The Materiality of Social, Environmental and Corporate Governance Issues to Equity Pricing," covers 11 business sectors and was compiled by a dozen fund managers representing $1.6 trillion in assets, it said. 

The study found that environmental, social and corporate governance issues affected long-term shareholder value, in some cases profoundly.

It also concluded that financial research was hindered both due to the lack of reporting on the part of many companies concerning those issues and because of insufficient disclosure in annual reports. 

The report also said, aviation, insurance, oil and gas, and utility companies already face material threats linked to climate change, while some sectors were witnessing evolving opportunities in the form of new "carbon markets." 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

UPI

U.N. global compact targets corruption 

By William M. Reilly

UPI United Nations Correspondent
Published 6/24/2004 8:29 PM

UNITED NATIONS, June 24 (UPI) -- Chief executives from around the globe Thursday agreed at the U.N. Global Compact Summit that "business should work against corruption in all its forms, including extortion and bribery."

The anti-corruption measure joins the nine other principles in initiatives promoting good corporate practices covering human rights, labor and the environment.

The convention is the first globally agreed instrument to provide sweeping measures regarding the prevention of graft, its criminalization and international cooperation against it as well as recovery of illegal assets.

The summit was the largest and highest-level gathering of its kind ever held at U.N. World Headquarters in New York.

"The Global Compact henceforth will include a 10th principle, against corruption, reflecting the recently adopted U.N. convention on that subject," U.N. General-Secretary Kofi Annan told the more than 400 corporate and labor executives, government officials and civil society leaders.

"You felt, and I agreed, that corruption so profoundly corrodes sound business practice and good governance, and thus our ability to realize the other nine principles, that it uniquely deserved to be added to the commitments on which our compact is founded," he said.

Annan was pointed about the effects of globalization.

"For most people, and for the governments they elect, the global village remains a distant and abstract concept, even though everybody's life is profoundly shaped by it," Annan said.

Peter Eigen, chairman of Transparency International, an international non-governmental organization devoted to combating corruption, recalled that until very recently, the world business community regarded corruption as a necessary evil, with some top executives openly defending the practice of bribing foreign firms and officials, saying, "I hate to do it ... and I hate all the problems it will cause down the line ... but I have to." 

But, following the wide-scale endorsement of the Convention Against Corruption, "there was now a solid consensus behind the need to fight corruption," Eigen said.

At the summit, a range of specific pledges were made to implement the compact's principles in members' supply chains, defend human rights in zones of conflict, ensure decent working conditions, invest in clean technologies, implement no-bribe policies, combat diseases such as AIDS and grow small businesses in the least developed countries.

"The compact has become the world's largest initiative promoting global corporate citizenship," he said.

"We are travelers on a common, historic journey ... stakeholders of the compact, based on universal principles that have been accepted by all the world's leaders," he said, adding that the compact "engages the developing countries, which are home to half its participating firms, two-thirds of its national networks -- and four-fifths of humanity."

The global compact started four years ago with fewer than 50 companies. Nearly 1,500 firms now participate in it, from 70 countries. So, too, do the major international labor federations, representing more than 150 million workers worldwide.

Executive heads of five U.N. agencies also attended.

Annan said 50 leaders of transnational non-governmental organizations, from the world's North and South, attended the session along with "senior officials from some 20 countries." One of those was Brazil's president Luiz Lula da Silva.

Joining for the first time were members of the investment community.

"That shows there is a growing mainstream interest in aligning market rewards with good corporate practices," said the secretary-general. "It also offers yet another powerful argument to the already strong business case for doing the right thing."

At the summit, Executive Director Klaus Toepfer of the U.N. Environment Program released a telling report in which a group of 12 fund managers, representing $1.6 trillion of assets under management, called on investors, government and business leaders to embed environmental, social and governance best practice at the heart of the world's markets.

Without bold steps taken now, these issues will threaten long-term shareholder value, concluded the summary report, "The Materiality of Social, Environmental and Corporate Governance Issues to Equity Pricing."

"This new report is a crucial recognition from major financial institutions that the environmental and social components of sustainable development, as well as the economic considerations, should sit at the heart of investment and capital market considerations," Toepfer said. 

"The financial analysts who undertook the research believe sustainability issues impact long-term shareholder value," he added. "It is clear, however, that to protect shareholder value the response must start with action today by companies serious about our environment and that wish to contribute to thriving communities worldwide."

The summary report was based on 11 sector reports by brokerage-house analysts and was produced for the UNEP Finance Initiative Asset Management Working Group. It was the first time the financial impact of environmental, social and corporate considerations and criteria as they relate to the portfolio management of mutual, pension and other institutional funds, have been studied in this way.

The leading brokerage houses that undertook the work for the UNEP group concluded that aviation, insurance, oil and gas, and utility companies already face material threats linked to climate change, while some sectors were witnessing evolving opportunities in the form of new "Carbon Markets."

Industry sectors covered by the brokerage research included: aviation, clothing, electronics, oil and gas, insurance, pharmaceuticals and utilities. The resulting 11 reports covering eight industry sectors provide a rich insight into how mainstream financial analysts are tackling a range of complex new threats and opportunities in their assessments of corporate performance. 

Copyright © 2001-2004 United Press International
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 25 March 2004

Share prices will fall unless attention paid to the environment 

Capital markets across the globe will see share prices fall in the long term unless proper attention is paid to environmental and social issues, a group of financial institutions has warned this week. In a new report, The Materiality of Social, Environmental, and Corporate Governance Issues to Equity Pricing, produced in conjunction with the United Nations Environment Programme, a group of 12 fund managers representing US$1.6 trillion worth of assets, call on investors, government and business leaders to embed environmental, social, and governance best practice at the heart of their practice. Speaking at the launch of the report at the UN Global Compact Leaders Summit in New York, UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfor said: "This new report is a crucial recognition from major financial institutions that the environmental and social components of sustainable development, as well as the economic considerations, should sit at the heart of investment and capital market considerations. It is clear that to protect shareholder value, the response must start with action today by companies serious about our environment and that wish to contribute to thriving communities worldwide." The report found that aviation, insurance, oil, gas and utility companies already face material threats linked to climate change while some sectors were witnessing evolving opportunities in the form of new carbon markets. Anthony Ling of Goldman Sachs, one of the brokerage houses that contributed to the report said: "We strongly believe in a full and consistent disclosure of CSR data by companies so that they can be included in fundamental company analysis, where we believe they belong." 

More than 400 participants attended the one-day Global Compact summit, the largest ever gathering of chief executive officers, government officials and leaders of civic society and labour on the topic of CSR. 

The Global Compact was launched in 2000 and consists of a set of voluntary principles for business covering social and environmental issues. 

McKinsey & Company, the international management consultancy, also released a report this week, concluding that the compact has been a significant force for positive change. The report found that 67% of respondents had changed their corporate policies in relation to human rights, labour and environment principles since joining the compact, with 40% reporting that it was the Global Compact that had been a major driver of those changes. 

The UN itself announced that it was the latest organisation to be undertaking an effort to integrate the principles of the Global Compact into its own internal operations. In a letter to UN staff, the Under-Secretary-General for Management, Catherine Bertini said: "The UN should always lead by example and be ready to comply with the same requests it makes of others." 

She added that: "Although the UN does not knowingly contravene the Compact's principles in its administrative practices, the Organisation could and should be far more explicit in integrating the principles into its administrative processes." 

By David Hopkins 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

GreenBiz.com

27 June 2004

Environmental Research Needed to Protect Shareholder Value, Says U.N. Study
Source GreenBiz.com 
URL: http://www.greenbiz.com/news/news_third.cfm?NewsID=26896
NEW YORK and NAIROBI, June 28, 2004 - A new report by the United Nations Environment Programme and 12 fund managers representing $1.6 trillion of assets, calls on investors, government, and business leaders to embed environmental and social best practice at the heart of the world’s markets. 

Without bold steps taken now these issues will threaten long-term shareholder value, concludes the summary report, The Materiality of Social, Environmental and Corporate Governance Issues to Equity Pricing, launched last week at the United Nations Global Compact Leaders Summit in New York. 

Speaking from the summit, UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said: "This new report is a crucial recognition from major financial institutions that the environmental and social components of sustainable development, as well as the economic considerations, should sit at the heart of investment and capital market considerations." 

"The financial analysts who undertook the research believe sustainability issues impact long-term shareholder value. It is clear, however, that to protect shareholder value the response must start with action today by companies serious about our environment and that wish to contribute to thriving communities worldwide", said Toepfer. 

The summary report is based on 11 sector reports by brokerage house analysts and was produced for the UNEP Finance Initiative Asset Management Working Group. It is the first time the financial impact of environmental, social and corporate considerations and criteria as they relate to the portfolio management of mutual, pension and other institutional funds have been studied in this way. 

The leading brokerage houses that undertook the work for the UNEP FI group concluded that aviation, insurance, oil and gas, and utility companies already face material threats linked to climate change, while some sectors were witnessing evolving opportunities in the form of new "Carbon Markets". 

Industry sectors covered by the brokerage research included: aviation; clothing; electronics; oil and gas; insurance; pharmaceuticals; and utilities. The resulting 11 reports covering eight industry sectors provide a rich insight into how mainstream financial analysts are tackling a range of complex new threats and opportunities in their assessments of corporate performance. 

Key findings include: 

  Environmental, social and corporate governance issues affect long-term shareholder value. In some cases those effects may be profound. 

  Financial research is hindered both due to the paucity of reporting on the part of many companies concerning environmental, social and corporate governance issues and because of insufficient disclosure of these issues in annual reports. 

  Financial research is greatly aided when there are clear government positions with respect to environmental, social and corporate governance issues. In some cases analysts were not able to provide in-depth reports due to a lack of certainty regarding government policy. 

"The analyst findings demonstrate clearly that consideration of environmental, social and corporate governance factors are essential to prudent investment management and, therefore, essential to the fiduciary responsibility of pension fund trustees and investment managers", said Carlos Joly, Co-Chair of the UNEP FI Asset Management Working Group, and representative of Storebrand Investments. "It is to be expected that regulators will take this into account when updating fiduciary law, and that institutional investment consultants will also take notice", he said. 

Anthony Ling, of Goldman Sachs, one of the brokerage houses that contributed to the report commented: "We strongly believe in a full and consistent disclosure of Corporate Social Responsibility data by companies so that they can be included in fundamental company analysis, where we believe they belong." He added: "We see such issues as being an integral part of successful management in the modern world and that they should be taken into account in financial analysis and, therefore, investment considerations." 

Brokerage houses contributing sector research for the UNEP FI report included: ABN AMRO Equities (UK); Deutsche Bank Global Equity Research and South African Equity Research; Dresdner Kleinwort Wasserstein Europe and UK; Goldman Sachs European Equity Research; HSBC; NikkoCitigroup Japan Equity Strategy; Nomura Japanese Equity Markets; UBS Global Equity Research; and West LB Equity Markets. 

The 12 financial institutions that worked with UNEP on the report include: Acuity Investment Management, Canada; BNP Paribas Asset Management, France; Calvert Group Ltd., USA; Citigroup Asset Management, USA; Groupama Asset Management, France; Morley Fund Management, UK; Nikko Asset Management, Japan; Old Mutual Asset Managers, South Africa; San Paolo IMI Asset Management, Italy; Storebrand Investments, Norway; ABN AMRO Asset Management, Brazil; and HSBC Asset Management, Europe.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

UN: Firms Ignoring Social Woes Risk Stock Slide

UNITED NATIONS - Companies that ignore pressing social and environmental problems do so at the risk of seeing their stock price tumble, 12 major investment firms and the U.N. Environment Program warned yesterday. 

"Environmental, social and corporate governance issues affect long-term shareholder value," said Espen Klitzing of Oslo-based investment group Storebrand ASA . 

"So it's not just about being a good corporate citizen. It's also about achieving superior returns," he told a news conference at U.N. headquarters. 

At a recent meeting with 20 of Europe's largest pension funds, all agreed that a firm's failure to look at these issues "is a problem for their investments," said Walter Kielholz, chairman of Switzerland's Credit Suisse Group . 

A report on the issue by the U.N. agency, France's BNP Paribas Asset Management, U.S.-based Citigroup Asset Management, HSBC Asset Management (Europe) SA, Japan's Nikko Asset Management and others was presented at a U.N. conference of several hundred corporate, government, labor and civic leaders. 

"I ask all of you to work together - business, civil society, labor and governments - and to work with the United Nations, to reduce the global risks we all face and to realize the promise of a fairer, more stable world," said U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan at the gathering. 

Launched in 2000, the compact has grown to nearly 1,500 firms in 70 countries, Annan said, making it the world's largest voluntary corporate citizenship network. 

The compact has had nine guiding principles, including using environmentally friendly technologies and ending sweatshop conditions, child labor and discrimination against minorities and women. 

Compact participants adopted a new guiding principle that "business should work against corruption in all its forms, including extortion and bribery." 

Ten stock exchanges announced plans to promote the U.N.-backed standards among the 3,000 companies whose shares they list, with a total market capitalization of $3 trillion. 

The participating markets are Brazil's Bovespa, a group of European stock exchanges known as Euronext, and the German, Irish, Istanbul, Italian, Jakarta, Johannesburg, Luxembourg and Toronto stock exchanges. 

But some labor, environmental and human rights groups criticized the compact for not ensuring that participants adhere to commitments made on the program's Web site (www.unglobalcompact.org). 

"To date, businesses have not done enough to live up to the compact's principles, and there is too big a gap between rhetoric and reality," Jeremy Hobbs, Oxfam International executive director and a member of the Global Compact Advisory Council, told the meeting. 

Story by Irwin Arieff 

Story Date: 25/6/2004 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Sydney Morning Herald

 Stock exchanges join UN program on environment and labour

June 25, 2004

New York: Ten stock exchanges from around the world would announce plans last night to promote UN-backed environmental and labour standards among the 3000 companies whose shares they list, UN officials said. 

The initiative is part of a UN effort to expand the reach of the Global Compact, a four-year-old program that aims to help businesses become better corporate citizens. 

UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan wants last night's Global Compact Leaders Summit to sharpen the focus of the program, which has grown since its birth to more than 1400 companies in more than 50 countries, making it the world's largest voluntary corporate citizenship network. 

Hundreds of government, business and civic leaders involved in the compact are expected to attend the summit. 

The 10 stock exchanges would announce plans to send the Global Compact's guiding principles to all their listed companies, with a total market capitalisation of $US3 trillion ($4.34 trillion), the officials said. 

The participating markets are Brazil's Bovespa, a grouping of European stock exchanges known as Euronext and the German, Istanbul, Italian, Djakarta, Johannesburg, Luxembourg and Toronto stock exchanges, the officials said. 

In addition, Bovespa and the Djakarta market are to become the first two stock exchanges to join the compact, they said. 

Compact participants also plan to adopt a new guiding principle that "business should work against corruption in all its forms, including extortion and bribery". 

Until now, the compact has had nine guiding principles in the fields of labour standards, civil rights, and environmental stewardship. Among them are developing environmentally friendly technologies and ending sweatshop conditions, child labour and discrimination against minorities and women. 

"Adoption of the 10th principle commits compact participants not only to avoid bribery, extortion and other forms of graft but also to take action to prevent their occurrence," the program said in a statement. 

Among those attending the conference will be Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva and about 150 corporate chief executives from around the world. 

Mr Annan first proposed forming the Global Compact in 1999 as a way to encourage corporations to commit to key principles embodied in UN treaties or risk a backlash from poor nations left out of the benefits of globalisation. 

Participating firms have been asked to post their techniques for dealing with labour, human rights and the environment spawned by globalisation on the website (www.unglobalcompact.org/Portal/). 

Reuters

 ____________________________________________________________________

CNW

 New United Nations report, developed by leading international fund managers, provides strong evidence of the materiality of social, environmental and governance issues to stock market valuations 

    TORONTO, June 24 /CNW/ - The widespread financial industry practice of

distinguishing environmental, social and governance factors as 'ethical'

concerns distinct from direct financial relevance may inhibit the ability of

analysts to appropriately value a company's prospects, warns a group of

international asset managers.

    In a new report with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), a

group of twelve fund managers(i) representing USD 1.6 Trillion of assets under

management call on investors, government and business leaders to remove the

barriers that prevent environmental, social, and governance issues to be

considered during the investment decision process.

    The summary report, "The Materiality of Social, Environmental and

Corporate Governance Issues to Equity Pricing," is being presented today to

hundreds of corporate leaders at the United Nations Global Compact Leaders

Summit in New York. The results of the UNEP FI study were also presented to

senior managers of 17 of Europe's largest pension funds with assets under

management of more than USD 400 billion during a closed door session in Paris

on June 17th. Plans for a North American meeting of large institutional

investors are currently being developed.

    Ian Ihnatowyz, President and CEO of Acuity Investment Management Inc.

which represented Canada in the initiative, noted that "the results are

generally congruent with our experiences in integrating these issues into our

investment decision-making process over the last decade. This does not mean

that every social issue is financially material; however, analysts need to be

able to distinguish which are likely to have an impact on shareholder value.

We feel that there is now enough evidence available to suggest that strategies

can be developed for integrating these issues while meeting fiduciary

obligations."

    The summary report is based on eleven sector reports by leading brokerage

house analysts and was produced for the UNEP Finance Initiative Asset

Management Working Group. It is the first time the financial impact of

environmental, social and corporate considerations and criteria as they relate

to the portfolio management of mutual, pension and other institutional funds

has been studied in this way.

    Industry sectors covered by the brokerage research included aviation,

clothing, electronics, oil and gas, insurance, pharmaceuticals, and utilities.

The resulting eleven reports covering eight industry sectors provide a rich

insight into how mainstream financial analysts are tackling a range of complex

new threats and opportunities in their assessments of corporate performance.

    Martin Grosskopf, Acuity's representative on the group, commented "It was

interesting to see the range of successful approaches used by brokerages such

as Goldman Sachs, UBS, Deutsche Bank and others to value these issues. If the

focus of institutional investors is truly on the longer term, one has to

wonder why similar efforts are not more widespread."

    Copies of the report (after 1200 on June 24) are available on the web at:

    www.unepfi.net/stocks
    Information about the UN Global Compact can be found at:

    www.unglobalcompact.org
    ---------------------------

    (i) PARTICIPATING COMPANIES

    Acuity Investment Management, Canada

    BNP Paribas Asset Management, France

    Calvert Group Ltd., USA

    Citigroup Asset Management, USA

    Groupama Asset Management, France

    Morley Fund Management, UK

    Nikko Asset Management, Japan

    Old Mutual Asset Managers, South Africa

    San Paolo IMI Asset Management, Italy

    Storebrand Investments, Norway

    ABN AMRO Asset Management, Brazil

    HSBC Asset Management, Europe

_________________________________________________________________________________________

CSRWire

New UNEP Report Pinpoints Necessity of Environmental and Social Research to Protect Shareholder Value 

(CSRwire) NEW YORK/NAIROBI - In capital markets across the globe companies will see their share price suffer in the long term unless proper attention is paid to environmental and social issues, warns a group of the world’s most powerful financial institutions. 

In a new report with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), a group of 12 fund managers (see below), representing $1.6 trillion of assets under management, call on investors, government and business leaders to embed environmental, social and governance best practice at the heart of the world’s markets. 

Without bold steps taken now these issues will threaten long-term shareholder value, concludes the summary report, "The Materiality of Social, Environmental and Corporate Governance Issues to Equity Pricing," which is being launched today at the United Nations Global Compact Leaders Summit in New York. 

Speaking from the Summit, UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said: "This new report is a crucial recognition from major financial institutions that the environmental and social components of sustainable development, as well as the economic considerations, should sit at the heart of investment and capital market considerations." 

"The financial analysts who undertook the research believe sustainability issues impact long-term shareholder value. It is clear, however, that to protect shareholder value the response must start with action today by companies serious about our environment and that wish to contribute to thriving communities worldwide", said Mr. Toepfer. 

The summary report is based on 11 sector reports by brokerage house analysts and was produced for the UNEP Finance Initiative Asset Management Working Group. It is the first time the financial impact of environmental, social and corporate considerations and criteria as they relate to the portfolio management of mutual, pension and other institutional funds have been studied in this way. 

The leading brokerage houses that undertook the work for the UNEP FI group concluded that aviation, insurance, oil and gas, and utility companies already face material threats linked to climate change, while some sectors were witnessing evolving opportunities in the form of new "Carbon Markets". 

Industry sectors covered by the brokerage research included: aviation; clothing; electronics; oil and gas; insurance; pharmaceuticals; and utilities. The resulting 11 reports covering eight industry sectors provide a rich insight into how mainstream financial analysts are tackling a range of complex new threats and opportunities in their assessments of corporate performance. 

Some of the key findings include: 

* Environmental, social and corporate governance issues affect long-term shareholder value. In some cases those effects may be profound. 

* Financial research is hindered both due to the paucity of reporting on the part of many companies concerning environmental, social and corporate governance issues and because of insufficient disclosure of these issues in annual reports. 

* Financial research is greatly aided when there are clear government positions with respect to environmental, social and corporate governance issues. In some cases analysts were not able to provide in-depth reports due to a lack of certainty regarding government policy. 

"The analyst findings demonstrate clearly that consideration of environmental, social and corporate governance factors are essential to prudent investment management and, therefore, essential to the fiduciary responsibility of pension fund trustees and investment managers", said Carlos Joly, Co-Chair of the UNEP FI Asset Management Working Group, and representative of Storebrand Investments. "It is to be expected that regulators will take this into account when updating fiduciary law, and that institutional investment consultants will also take notice", he said. 

Anthony Ling, of Goldman Sachs, one of the brokerage houses that contributed to the report commented: "We strongly believe in a full and consistent disclosure of Corporate Social Responsibility data by companies so that they can be included in fundamental company analysis, where we believe they belong." He added: "We see such issues as being an integral part of successful management in the modern world and that they should be taken into account in financial analysis and, therefore, investment considerations." 

Brokerage houses contributing sector research for the UNEP FI report included: ABN AMRO Equities (UK); Deutsche Bank Global Equity Research and South African Equity Research; Dresdner Kleinwort Wasserstein Europe and UK; Goldman Sachs European Equity Research; HSBC; NikkoCitigroup Japan Equity Strategy; Nomura Japanese Equity Markets; UBS Global Equity Research; and West LB Equity Markets. 

The 12 financial institutions that worked with UNEP on the report include: 

Acuity Investment Management, Canada 
BNP Paribas Asset Management, France 
Calvert Group Ltd., USA 
Citigroup Asset Management, USA 
Groupama Asset Management, France 
Morley Fund Management, UK 
Nikko Asset Management, Japan 
Old Mutual Asset Managers, South Africa 
San Paolo IMI Asset Management, Italy 
Storebrand Investments, Norway 
ABN AMRO Asset Management, Brazil 
HSBC Asset Management, Europe 

The findings of the new UNEP FI report were presented to participants attending the New York Global Compact Leaders Summit in the form of a letter. 

The results of the report were earlier presented to senior managers of 17 of Europe’s largest pension funds on 16 June during a closed door session in Paris ahead of the UN Global Compact Summit. The meeting discussed the implications of the UNEP report for their more than $400 billion in assets. 

Today’s call for action in New York by UNEP and the 12 financial institutions coincided with an announcement by stock exchanges of their support for the principles of the UN Global Compact. 

Welcoming the commitment from financial institutions at the Summit, Georg Kell who heads the UN Global Compact Office stated that their message is a timely reminder that "financial markets are awakening to the fact that environmental and social issues have important financial impacts." He said the UN Global Compact office also commissioned a report giving recommendations to mainstream financial analysts that is closely aligned with the findings of the UNEP FI work. 

The UN Global Compact Leaders Summit was hosted by UN Secretary General Kofi Annan to mark the fourth anniversary of the creation of the Compact. The Global Compact is a set of voluntary UN principles, launched in year 2000, for business covering environmental, human rights and labour issues. A tenth principle on corruption has been added at the Summit. 

The Leaders Summit also included the launch of the Global Compact Source Book, entitled "Raising the Bar". 

At the New York event hundreds of corporate leaders joined ministers, the heads of international NGOs, labour organizations and key UN agencies to explore the progress made in advancing the environmental, labour and human rights principles of the Global Compact initiative. 


Note to journalists: A press conference to launch the new UNEP FI report will be held on June 24 at 11:15 in UN headquarters, New York. Expected participants include: Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director UNEP; Anthony Ling, Co-Head European Research, Goldman Sachs; Espen Klitzing, CEO Storebrand; Serge Chappatte, of the Swiss Agency for Development; Walter Kielholz, Chairman, Credit Suisse Group; and Izalco Sardenberg, of Bovespa. 

Copies of the report (after 12.00 on 24 June 2004) are available on the web at: www.unepfi.net/stocks 

Information about the UN Global Compact can be found at: www.unglobalcompact.org 

For more information, please contact: 

In New York, Jim Sniffen, UNEP Information Officer, tel: +1-212-963-8210/8094, e-mail: sniffenj@un.org 

In Paris, Robert Bisset, UNEP Spokesperson in Europe, tel: +33-1-4437-7613, mobile: +33-6-22725842, e-mail: robert.bisset@unep.fr. 

At UNEP Headquarters in Nairobi, Eric Falt, Spokesperson and Director of UNEP's Division of Communications and Public Information, on tel: +254-20-62-3292, mobile: +254-733-682656, e-mail: eric.falt@unep.org; or Nick Nuttall, UNEP Head of Media, on tel: +254-20-62-3084, mobile: +254-733-632755, e-mail: nick.nuttall@unep.org. 

UNEP Finance Initiative contact: 
Paul Clements-Hunt, Head of Unit, in Geneva, on tel: +41-22-917-8178, e-mail: pch@unep.ch 

Carlos Joly, Co-Chair UNEP FI Asset Management Working Group and Advisor to the CEO, Storebrand Investments, e-mail: Carlos.joly@wanadoo.fr, mobile +33-6-7756-4596
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Social Funds.Com

06/25/2004: Press Release from United Nations Global Compact 

Major Investment Houses Endorse Global Compact Initiative 


(CSRwire) globalcompact@un.orgUNITED NATIONS -- Twenty major investment companies – including Credit Suisse Group, Deutsche Bank, Goldman Sachs, HSBC and Morgan Stanley – have endorsed a United Nations Global Compact report and initiative on "connecting financial markets"” to environmental, social and governance criteria, and agreed on steps to bring other actors in the financial world into accord on how these factors would become standard components in the analysis of corporate performance and investment decision-making. The 20 companies control $6 trillion in assets. 

The report, entitled “Who Cares Wins”, was issued at the Global Compact Leaders Summit on 24 June. Anthony Ling, a managing director at Goldman Sachs, presented the report and the initiative at the Summit. 

"Mainstream investment houses are increasingly coming to the conclusion that analyzing companies' polices related to social and environmental issues must be central in their work since such commitments are fundamental in terms of risk management," said Gavin Power, a senior advisor at the Global Compact. "This report represents the beginning of a sea change in approach vis-à-vis the financial community." 

A complementary report was also issued by the UN Environment Programme's Finance Initiative, which contains 11 case studies of work in this field by investment companies. 

Who Cares Wins: Connecting Financial Markets to a Changing World; Recommendations by the financial industry to better integrate environmental, social and governance issues in analysis, asset management and securities brokerages is endorsed by ABN Amro, AXA Group, Banco do Brasil, Bank Sarasin, BNP Paribas, Calvert Group, CNP Assurances, Credit Suisse Group, Deutsche Bank, Goldman Sachs, Henderson Global Investor, HSBC, Innovest, ISIS Asset Management, KLP Insurance, Morgan Stanley, RCM, UBS and Westpac. Copies are available from the Global Compact Office, .
XINHUA GENERAL NEWS SERVICE

June 26, 2004, Saturday

"26-degree Campaign" launched to save energy in Beijing
Six Chinese non-governmental organizations (NGO) launched an energy-saving campaign here Saturday to urge people throughout the country to set the temperature of their air conditioners above 26 degrees centigrade in the summer.

The "26-degree Campaign" was initiated jointly by Global Village of Beijing, World Wide Foundation for Nature in China, China Association for NGO Cooperation, Friends of Nature, Institute of Environment and Development and Green Earth Volunteers.

They urged the government departments at all levels to set examples to all people in response to the campaign while working out relevant policies as well and called all organizations, enterprises and citizens to give active responses to the campaign so as to save energy and relieve the electric power shortage. 

In the following 180 days, the six NGOs' volunteers will undertake the campaign around public places including hotels, shopping malls and office buildings by asking people to set the temperature of their air conditioners above 26 degrees centigrade, according to Liao Xiaoyi, creator of the Global Village of Beijing.

By the end of this campaign, the organizers will try to find out how many energy will have been saved, Liao said.  

China may be facing the most severe power shortage since the 1980s, with a gap of 30 million kilowatts between electricity demand and supply this summer, according to General Manager Zhao Xizheng of the State Power Grid Company.

A total of 24 provincial areas imposed power brownouts in the past few months.

The temperature is usually set on 24 to 26 degrees centigrade. If it is up two more degrees, 400 to 600 million kilowatts or two to three billion RMB yuan can be saved in Beijing only while 160, 000 to 250,000 tons of coal can be saved, according to the organizers of the campaign. That means to reduce the emission of sulfur dioxide by 2400 to 3500 tons and carbon dioxide by 350,000 to 550,000 tons, they added.

The campaign has gained support from the State Environmental Protection Administration of China and the United Nations Environment Program while more than 30 NGOs all over the country have responded to the campaign.
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Slow dawn for the rising sun
For Valji Hirji Ramjiyani, an elderly farmer in Gujarat, the solar revolution has arrived. The solar-powered pump that irrigates his land is cleaner, more reliable and more convenient than his old diesel system. 
 
“I have not seen so much profit from farming in my life, all thanks to the solar pump,” he says. 
 
More than 1,000 Indian farmers — and numerous stallholders who have swapped kerosene lamps for solar lanterns — have benefited from innovative financing schemes to promote use of solar photovoltaic (PV) equipment. 
 
Yesterday Aurore, a not-for-profit company based in Tamil Nadu which developed these schemes, won the enterprise category in the Ashden Awards for Sustainable Energy, a prize created by the Sainsbury Family Trust. 
 
Hermant Lamba, Aurore project manager, believes the Indian market for solar power will blossom over the next few years. Falling costs will make the technology, which currently requires government subsidies for some applications, competitive. “By 2007, solar will become a very serious business,” he says. 
 
Solar PV is very close to commercial viability in areas not connected to the electricity grid. But the big question facing the solar industry is whether it has the potential to cut costs enough to compete with electricity generated by power stations. 
 
The appeal of harnessing the sun’s energy is rooted in its “green” credentials, falling costs and abundance. “Solar energy alone could meet world energy demand by using less than 1 per cent of land currently used for agriculture,” said Tony Blair, UK prime minister, last year. 
 
But there are grounds for scepticism. Solar PV’s current market growth of 30 per cent a year is largely driven by government incentives. 
 
At about 24 pence (43 cents) per kilowatt hour, Solar PV costs about 10 times the average wholesale electricity price. Also, solar PV cells must typically operate between one and four years to produce as much energy as was used to make them. 
 
Improved manufacturing techniques and large-scale production may continue to bring down costs. The International Energy Agency calculates that every doubling of the volume of solar PV has reduced costs by about 20 per cent. If this rate of progress were to continue, solar PV would compete with retail electricity by 2020. 
 
But even cost reductions of this scale would require a concerted effort on the part of governments. Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the UN Environment Programme, said recently, “The many different forms of renewable energy will not enter the mainstream without substantially more support for research and development, better incentives and further developed markets where the environmental and social costs are included in the price of energy.” 
 
Moreover, solar power may not become a viable alternative to fossil fuels soon enough to avert dangerous global warming. This is the view of James Lovelock, an eminent scientist who recently shocked some of his admirers in the environmental movement by advocating more use of nuclear energy to combat climate change, “Renewable energy might be a good idea in the long term and is a showy way for politicians to prove that they are doing something, but it is already too late to expect it to play a significant role; global warming is already happening and is likely to intensify.” 
 
In addition, some experts argue that the developing world’s urgent need for energy will only be met quickly enough using the cheapest available energy sources. 
 
The World Bank has just rejected the recommendation by its Extractive Industries Review that it should shift its funding from oil projects to renewable energy, although it has promised to increase spending on renewable energy by 20 per cent a year. 
 
But the advantage offered by fossil fuels over solar and other renewables may be illusory. If the true environmental and health costs of fossil fuels were internalised, their price would rise steeply and renewables would become immediately competitive, according to a report published this week by the New Economics Foundation, a London-based think-tank. 
 
Also, much of the cost advantage of fossil fuels is due to the large direct and indirect subsidies they enjoy, says the NEF report. 
 
By comparison, renewables are already good value, “All of non-electrified Sub-Saharan Africa could be provided with energy from small-scale solar facilities for less than 70 per cent of what OECD countries spend on subsidising dirty energy every year.” 
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Fears over Indonesian fire fallout

BYLINE: Mark Baker, Asia Editor, Singapore

BODY:


Government officials are warning of a potential new health and economic crisis as a blanket of smoke from uncontrolled forest fires in Indonesia spreads across neighbouring Malaysia and Singapore.

The haze this week shrouded Kuala Lumpur and its famous Petronas twin towers, and large areas of peninsular Malaysia, delaying flights and forcing authorities to consider shutting schools.

In Singapore, an acrid pall enveloped the island and ships in the Strait of Malacca, one of the world's busiest sea lanes, were instructed to use their navigational lights. 

Satellite images identified 293 fire hotspots across Sumatra on Thursday, compared with 33 on Tuesday. Malaysia's Environment Ministry warned that haze levels could jump dramatically over the weekend, depending on prevailing winds.

Environmentalists fear a repeat of the 1997-98 crisis when illegal land clearing in Indonesian Sumatra and Kalimantan burnt out more than 10 million hectares and caused about $A14 billion in economic losses.

The severe haze triggered a wave of respiratory illnesses across the region with the United Nations Environment Program estimating that 20 million people were exposed to harmful levels of pollution.

Malaysia is demanding a meeting of regional officials to combat a problem it blames on the failure of Indonesia to control farmers burning forest to plant oil palm and other cash crops.

The Government-controlled Straits Times newspaper in Singapore yesterday criticised the failure of Indonesian authorities to control the fires despite tough new forest protection laws.

"Weak enforcement and its corollary, corruption to circumvent the law, have to be suspected. It is reasonable to ask if the real problem is a vicious conjoint of liberal forest cutting and non-existent policing," the paper said.

But Indonesian Vice-President Hamzah Haz said Malaysia and Singapore shared the blame for supporting unlicensed logging that was destroying Indonesian forests.

"There are lots of illegal logs that get smuggled out of here to Malaysia and Singapore.

"They have to acknowledge their responsibility in this. So they have to help us, so that we won't create the smoke and haze," the Vice-President said.

Indonesia has refused to ratify a regional protocol signed by six other South-East Asian governments to control the "transboundary haze" that has become an annual problem.

Malaysian authorities will not publish air quality statistics because of economic concerns if tourists are turned away. Deputy Prime Minister Najib Razak defended the secrecy this week and claimed undue publicity could worsen the impact.

"The problem is it gets distorted by the international media. It gives a grim picture of Malaysia and could be overplayed and then it will have an adverse effect on the economy," he said.

GRAPHIC: PHOTO: Indonesia's forests are burning leaving Kuala Lumpur's Petronas twin towers shrouded in a smoke haze. PICTURE: AP
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Smoke from Indonesian fires stirs fear of health and economic crisis

BYLINE: Mark Baker Herald Correspondent in Singapore

BODY:


Government officials are warning of a potential new health and economic crisis as a blanket of smoke haze from uncontrolled forest fires in Indonesia spreads across neighbouring Malaysia and Singapore.

The haze this week shrouded Kuala Lumpur and its Petronus twin towers, and large areas of peninsular Malaysia, delaying flights and forcing authorities to consider shutting schools.

In Singapore, an acrid pall enveloped the entire island, and ships in the Straits of Malacca, one of the world's busiest sea lanes, were instructed to use their navigational lights. 

Satellite images identified 293 fire hotspots across Sumatra on Thursday, compared with 33 on Tuesday. Malaysia's Environment Ministry warned that haze levels could surge this weekend, depending on prevailing winds.

Environmentalists fear a reprise of the 1997-98 crisis when illegal land clearing in Indonesian Sumatra and Kalimantan burnt out more than 10 million hectares and caused about $A14 billion in economic losses.

The severe haze triggered a wave of respiratory illnesses across the region, and the United Nations Environment Program estimated that 20million people were exposed to harmful levels of pollution.

Malaysia is demanding a meeting of regional officials to combat a problem it blames on the failure of Indonesian authorities to control village farmers slashing and burning forest areas to plant oil palm and other cash crops.

The Government-controlled Straits Times newspaper in Singapore yesterday criticised the failure of Indonesia to control the fires despite tough new forest protection laws.

"Weak enforcement and its corollary, corruption to circumvent the law, have to be suspected. It is reasonable to ask if the real problem is a vicious conjoint of liberal forest cutting and non-existent policing," the paper said.

But Indonesia's Vice-President Hamzah Haz said Malaysia and Singapore shared the blame for supporting unlicensed logging that was destroying forests across Indonesia.

"There are lots of illegal logs that get smuggled out of here to Malaysia and Singapore. They have to acknowledge their responsibility in this. So they have to help us, so that we won't create the smoke and haze."

Malaysian authorities will not publish air quality statistics because of concerns about the economic impact if tourists are turned away.

The Deputy Prime Minister, Najib Razak, defended the secrecy this week and said undue publicity could worsen the economic impact of the haze.

GRAPHIC: PHOTO: Before and after ... the Kuala Lumpur skyline earlier this month and, right, this week after the haze descended. Photo: AFP

LOAD-DATE: June 25, 2004 
_________________________________________________________________________________________

The Dominion Post (Wellington, New Zealand)
June 26, 2004, Saturday

Blake trust off to a good start

BODY:
DEBORAH DIAZ

THE Government has put approximately $ 1 per person toward a trust in memory of yachting legend and environmentalist Sir Peter Blake.

The $ 3.8 million endowment provides a foundation for the Sir Peter Blake Trust, officially launched by Prime Minister Helen Clark yesterday. 

It is 21/2>> years since Sir Peter, 51, was shot by river pirates when he was working on the research boat Seamaster on the Amazon in Brazil.

Brazil's ambassador to New Zealand, Sergio Serra, a trustee of the new venture, was among the dignitaries and Sir Peter's sailing buddies at the ceremony held at Sir Peter's old high school, Takapuna Grammar, on Auckland's North Shore.

A video montage put together by students brought tears to the eyes and lumps in throats -- especially the sight of young Sara-Jane Blake burrowing limpet-like into her father's chest.

There were lighter moments too, with Sport Minister Trevor Mallard removing adhesive -- which had strayed from a chair's reserved sign -- from Lady Blake's back.

The trust aims to help emulate Sir Peter's leadership and interest in environmental concerns, particularly in young people. So far, it has plans to sponsor three children to attend the United Nations Environment Programme conference next month, to establish leadership awards and to establish an Environmental Educator Fellowship for teachers.

Lady Blake said the trust's emphasis on young people was exactly right, as Sir Peter had always enjoyed involving them in his campaigns. His death had left a void in many lives, but people could take inspiration from how he lived.

The trust is chaired by Westpac chief executive Ann Sherry. Its patron is Governor-General Dame Silvia Cartwright.

--------------- ___________________________________________________________________________________NZ Times

Blake's vision to live on 
26 June 2004
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Peter Blake

 
26.06.2004
By CLAIRE TREVETT 

A trust has been set up to ensure that others will continue Sir Peter Blake's vision for the world's oceans. 

The Sir Peter Blake Trust was launched yesterday at Sir Peter's old school, Takapuna Grammar, with initial Government funding of $3.8 million . It will foster adventure, environmental education and leadership. 

Working in partnership with the ministries of Education and the Environment, the trust also gained the approval of Lady Pippa Blake, who is a trustee. 

"Peter would never have referred to himself as a great leader, but he was honoured that others thought this of him," his widow said. 

Prime Minister Helen Clark said the trust commemorated Sir Peter's achievements and ensured that his work for the environment would continue. 

The trust is separate from the Auckland City Council's controversial Maritime Museum project to commemorate Sir Peter, which also has Government backing. 

The Government set aside the $3.8 million to set up the trust in April 2002. 

Some of that money will be set aside as capital to generate interest, and a portion will be used to run programmes. 

A Blake Medal will be awarded for outstanding leadership and there will be an awards programme, to build leadership skills in its recipients in the years after they finish their formal education. 

Together with the Ministry for the Environment, the trust will also offer an annual fellowship which is intended to allow an environmental educator to take a year's paid leave to further his or her studies. 

The trust is also sponsoring three schoolchildren to the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) Children's Conference in Connecticut next month. Sir Peter was made a UNEP Envoy in 2001. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

ENS

European Youth Focus of Environmental Health Action Plan 
By Alexandru R. Savulescu 
BUDAPEST, Hungary, June 25, 2004 (ENS) - Air pollution affects the unborn, with damaging effects on children's health later in life, says an expert group of public health scientists from Europe and North America convened by the World Health Organization. 

The panel presented its findings to ministers of health and environment from 52 countries in the European region gathered here this week for a World Health Organization (WHO) conference on children's health. Meeting for the first time in five years, their goal is to negotiate and adopt an action plan to improve the health of young people. 

The expert panel's new review of data published since 1994 shows a causal link between air pollution and respiratory deaths in infants. The panel found a one percent increase in children's risk of mortality due to respiratory causes attributed to air pollution exposure. 

Because exposure is so common, this small increase places large numbers of children at risk and, according to the authors, is the "tip of an iceberg hiding a far bigger problem" related to aggravated asthma episodes, increased incidence of cough and bronchitis, greater susceptibility in adulthood to the effects of aging and infection, tobacco smoke and occupational contaminants. 

[image: image5.jpg]


Exposure to air pollution from traffic puts children at risk of respiratory illness. (Photo courtesy FreeFoto)
The authors conclude that this knowledge is sufficient for a strong recommendation to reduce children's exposure to air pollutants, particularly in traffic. 

"It is unacceptable from every point of view that the most vulnerable members of a society should be the ones who pay the price for failures to protect health from environmental dangers," says WHO Director-General Dr. Lee Jong-wook. 

"Early childhood development affects health throughout life, so the whole society suffers from the damage done to children's health," he said. "This conference provides an excellent opportunity to apply what can be done and agree on how to do it." 

A parallel Healthy Planet Forum, organized by nongovernmental organizations, is also underway in Budapest. 

Young people are involved in both events. The official delegates to the conference include special youth delegates under the age of 19, and they will join other young people at a youth forum and parliament. Young communicators and representatives from the European Network of Health Promoting Schools also are present. 

Dr. Mihály Kökény, Hungarian minister of health, social and family affairs, said his country, one of the 10 new EU member states, envisions its future "as a healthy country in a healthy world," and he said Hungary "is ready to take action to achieve its aim and to collaborate with all those who share in this mission." 

"We must start work, without any further delay, to protect future generations from environmental hazards," said Kökény. 

[image: image6.jpg]


Hungarian Environment Minister Dr. Miklós Persányi (Photo courtesy Government of Hungary)
Dr. Miklós Persányi, Hungarian minister of environment and water, said, "Environment protection is not an activity for itself; it directly influences the quality of people's lives. So realizing that their children's allergies were caused by some environmental pollution factors makes people think that the money and energy devoted to our environment are not to be considered a luxury." 

But a book launched at the conference takes issue with that position, claiming that environmentally related health issues are exaggerated by activists for their own political agenda. 

Published by the International Policy Network, an industry supported UK charity and think tank, "Environment & Health: Myths & Realities," challenges the idea that human health problems such as cancer are caused and aggravated by modern industrial society. It was launched at the conference in conjunction with the "Budapest Business Journal." 

In the book, 10 scientists analyze key environment and health issues being discussed at the WHO conference and conclude that many environment and health risks have been exaggerated, to the detriment of scientific research and public policy. 

"If countries are to prioritize efforts to promote human health and sustainable development, risks must be evaluated relative to one another," says Julian Morris, one of the book’s co-editors. "The risks for humans who live in poverty are different, and generally far greater, than those that result from modern technologies and modern industrial society." 

For this conference, WHO issued "Burden of Environmental Disease," a report analyzing five environmental causes of illness - unsafe water, indoor and outdoor air pollution, lead, and injuries. It acknowledges great economic variations across the pan-European region affecting the burden of environmentally caused disease and disability in childhood. 

WHO takes the position that industrialization, urban population growth, climate change, the increasing use of chemicals and environmental degradation expose children to risks "unimaginated a few generations ago." 

Viareggio, Italy, was one of the first seaside resorts in Europe and is still popular today. (Photo courtesy FreeFoto)
By contrast, Kendra Okonski, co-editor of "Environment & Health: Myths & Realities," believes that "rather than focusing on the negative consequences of modern life, we should discuss why people in wealthier economies are healthier, living longer and happier lives." 

"Children in Europe and around the world deserve this future," she said. 

A "healthier future" for Europe’s children is precisely what the WHO aims to achieve, says the WHO's Dr. Roberto Bertollini, director of health determinants in the WHO Regional Office for Europe. But the world health agency's view of what quality of life in a wealthy economy means differs from that of the UK think tank. 

WHO data demonstrates despite general improvement of living standards for children in most of Europe, rising rates of asthma, allergy, obesity, cancers and birth defects are found. Because their bodies are developing, children are especially vulnerable to environmental hazards. 

To illustrate the impact of the environment on children's health that results in three million annual deaths in children under age five worldwide, WHO launched the first "Atlas of Children's Environmental Health and the Environment," here in Budapest. 

"This is a wake-up call for us and for the world. The number of child deaths is alarming. It paints a dismal picture of neglect. We must face up to reality and act now to work towards a sustainable and brighter future," said Dr. Kerstin Leitner, WHO assistant director-general for sustainable development and healthy environments. 

Children parade with their parents at a Northumbrian music festival at Morpeth, England. (Photo courtesy FreeFoto)
The World Health Organization is also offering for the first time a global e-library of WHO documents on children's health and environment. This "Budapest Collection" is made up of more than 100 documents concerning the effect on children's health of environmental risk factors - outdoor and indoor air pollution, water and sanitation, chemicals, injuries, food safety and nutrition, global climate change, socioeconomic determinants and tobacco. 

The documents were published by WHO Headquarters and its six Regional Offices since the Third Ministerial Conference on Environment and Health in London in 1999. 

At the Third Ministerial Conference, Europe's Ministers of Health and Environment recognized the special vulnerability of children to environmental threats and committed to developing policies to give children safe and healthy environments. Monographs, reports, and journal articles produced as part of this process are now part of the Budapest Collection. 

"This worldwide product represents an essential tool for policymakers and scientists, providing multidisciplinary insights into how to reduce the impact of the environment on children's health," said Dr. Bertollini. 

The CD-ROM is equipped with interactive search options that allow users to easily find, browse and download full-text documents in various languages. Copies of the "Budapest Collection" can be requested by writing to gcc@who.it or fgi@who.it. 

The Budapest conference is part of an Environment and Health process which began in Frankfurt, Germany in 1989 and continued since through conferences once every five years.

___________________________________________________________________________________
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UN or UNEP in the news

Slow dawn for the rising sun

Business Standard - New Delhi,India, IN FOCUS/ SOLAR POWER Vanessa Houlder / London June 26,2004

For Valji Hirji Ramjiyani, an elderly farmer in Gujarat, the solar revolution has arrived. The solar-powered pump that irrigates his land is cleaner, more reliable and more convenient than his old diesel system.
“I have not seen so much profit from farming in my life, all thanks to the solar pump,” he says
http://www.business-standard.com/common/storypage.php?hpFlag=Y&chklogin=N&autono=159579&leftnm=lmnu2&lselect=0&leftindx=2 
Bayer global environmental youth partnership will benefit New Zealand 
New Zealand youth to benefit from world-wide access to education and resources for a sustainable future.
The world’s first environmental youth partnership between a private-sector company and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) is set to have direct benefits for environmental youth education in New Zealand.

... Klaus T๖pfer, the cooperation agreement will serve as a basis to step up current projects, transfer successful initiatives to other countries and develop ...
http://www.scoop.co.nz/mason/stories/BU0406/S00310.htm 

Sir Peter Blake's life and deeds commemorated
Stuff.co.nz, New Zealand, 25 June 2004 - The life and the environmental work of New Zealand yachting legend Sir Peter Blake is to live on in a charitable trust launched today in his name.
Prime Minister Helen Clark launched the Sir Peter Blake Trust at the secondary school the sailor attended in Auckland, Takapuna Grammar School. 
…Among the trust's first projects are a leadership medal and a leadership development programme. 
It is also sending three students to the United Nations Environment Programme's Children's Conference in Connecticut next month. 
http://www.stuff.co.nz/stuff/0,2106,2952846a10,00.html 

General Environment News

Increase in Sumatra hotspots
The Star, June 25, 2004 - PETALING JAYA: Hotspots in Sumatra have increased, indicating more hazy days for Malaysians, with those in Muar and Malacca getting the worst of it.  
The number of fires spotted on the Indonesian island rose to 293 on Wednesday from Monday's 261 and winds were expected to carry the smoke to the peninsula. 
http://thestaronline.com/news/story.asp?file=/2004/6/25/nation/8294489&sec=nation 

Malaysia seeks Asean meeting on haze problem 
The Strait Times, June 25, 2004 (By Leslie Lau) - KUALA LUMPUR - As the haze thickened over Malaysia yesterday, its government has voiced impatience over Indonesia's failure to crack down on those polluting regional skies and called for an Asean meeting to tackle the problem if it gets any worse.
Officials here expressed disappointment that Jakarta has not yet ratified the Asean Transboundary Haze Agreement - designed to coordinate efforts to counter the annual problem blamed on slash-and-burn land clearing.
http://straitstimes.asia1.com.sg/topstories/story/0,4386,258172,00.html? 

UNEP China Office’s input to ROAP media update –28 June 2004


General Environment News
Shared data system to target harmful species
China Daily 2004-06-28
An information exchange system is being established to help government bodies better ward off the impact brought on by alien invasive species. The move is to change the current situation that finds the issue of such species usually considered by different government bodies, according to Cai Lei with the State Environmental Protection Administration biodiversity and biosafety office. Cai said government bodies such as the Ministry of Agriculture, the State Environmental Protection Administration and the State Forestry Administration are involved in the exchange system. In addition, similar systems will be set up among provinces to prevent alien invasive species spreading from one region to another, she said. 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2004-06/28/content_343218.htm
"26-degree Campaign" launched to save energy in Beijing 

Xinhuanet 2004-06-26

Six Chinese non-governmental organizations (NGO) launched an energy-saving campaign here Saturday to urge people throughout the country to set the temperature of their air conditioners above 26 degrees centigrade in the summer. 

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-06/26/content_1548914.htm
China to establish "green GDP" index system
Xinhuanet 2004-06-25

The State Statistical Bureau (SSB) and the State Environmental Protection Administration (SEPA) of China are jointly working on the criteria for the so-called green GDP, which deducts the cost of environmental damage and resources consumption from the traditional gross domestic product. According to an international seminar on "green GDP" calculation held here Friday by the SSB and SEPA, related departments will soon establish theoretical systems and basic frameworks to evaluate the overall environment and economy, set up indexes to calculate pollutant materials and environmental costs and spread the new index systems from experimental sites to other areas. 

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-06/25/content_1547757.htm
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

Palestine 
Drinking water network in Rafah destroyed 6/25/2004  

The Palestinian director of water and sewage waste water department in Rafah municipality, Engineer Ishraf Geniem, assured that the damages resulted from the destruction caused by the Israeli occupation due to its continuous incurssions to Rafah and especailly to the infrastructure in Tal-Alsultan, Barazil, Al-Salam, Qishtah and block ‘O’ neigborhoods during the current Al-Aqsa Intifada caused an enviromental and health disasters in those area. The losses in Rafah were estimated at $6.5 million.
Geniem pointed out that the destruction was beyond the municipality’s abilities. Rafah city is currently going through difficult conditions that forced it’s administarion to send an SOS calls to local and international organizations to assist it to rehabilitate and maintain the elctrical, fresh water and waste water sectors including returning the basic services for the residents in  Rafah. The works were halted during the past 3 years due to the Israeli continuous incursions into Gaza.

Geniem added that after the temperoray Israeli pullout from Rafah, the enviromental and health situation in that area was bad due to that the fresh drinking water was cut off from most of the Rafah area and the Palestinians were left without water for quite a time after Israel destroyed the water pipelines and networks. 

The destruction of the sewage waste water networks also threatened the area of possible enviromental and health disaster including the spread of diseases. Geneim pointed out that these hazards compeled Rafah municipality to alleviate its efforts to work hard towards offering the neceassry services to the Palestinians.

Rafah munipality also asked for help from Khan Younis munipality in which it porvided Rafah municiplaity with all the heavy equipment and bulldozers necessary to clean up the damages caused by the Israeli occupation. Rafah munipality also asked for financiall help from the Red Cross organization and Palestinian Water Authority. 

Geniem assured that the municipality’s continuous work the past months led to the achivement of several important steps to renovate and maintain the damages in Tal Al-Sultan neighborhood. The municipality provided the residents with fresh drinking water and halted the flow of the waste water into the streets. Geneim said that the maintaniance work was temporary due to that the main networks need to be replaced including financing several projects, providing bids and implement projects that need time to be designed.

Geniem clarified that the calls that were issued by the muniplaity to the PNA establishments and donor countries led to convene a conference were16 institutes and international organizations participated in the event and were briefed on the effects and volume of the damages that were ocurred by the Israeli occupation. The donor organizations pledged to financially assist Rafah muniplaity, including rehabilitating the infrastructure of the city.

Geniem also added that there are a great problem facing the municpality due to the lack of pipes that are used in the water and sewage networks. Geniem wished that the donor contries would ergently porvide the necesary quantity soon.

Geniem added that no financiall support was offered to the Rafah muniptlaity until now but only pormises. Few project and assistance were offered to the munipality, said Geniem. Geneim said that $500,000 were offered to the munipaltiy from the Local Palestinian government Ministry through a loan that guaranteed by the Local Ministry and the United States Agency for International Development (USAID). The project aimed also to repalce all destroyed manholes and opening all blocked sewage networks.
Geniem considered that the priority of soon work is to stop the overflow of the sewage waste water into the streets and maintaning the fresh water netwroks and especailly in AL-Barazil neighborhood were Israel caused a lot of damges lately in the infrastructure there.

Geniem also said that the munipality’s machineries  constantly are exposed to continuous Israeli firing and especaily in Tal Al-Sultan area becuase it is close to the Israeli settlements.

Geneim pleaded all concerend countries and donor organizations to increase their financial support to Rafah for it’s pledged promises soon in order for the muniplatiy to fix the damages and rehabilitate the infrastructure in the city.

http://www.jerusalem-times.net/article/news/details/detail.asp?id=317&edition=535
Israel distributes unequal shares of drinking water 6/25/2004  

Palestinian hydrologists and irrigation experts said that thousands of Palestinian families are facing a real crisis in acquiring necessary fresh drinking water. The lack of drinking and irrigation water is also threatening hundreds of green side acres, including Palestinian farming land from increasing of depletion. 

The existing problem led Israel to control 90% of the Palestinian water resources and underground reservoirs including a large amount of water that has being pumped directly into the ‘ Green line’ inside Israel. Statistical reports were recently published concerning the drinking water issues showed that the Palestinian individual’s daily share of fresh drinking water in Hebron is around 30 liters per individual compared to 300 liters for each Israeli settler in the same city.

The phenomenon of plastic or tin water tanks over the Palestinian house’s roofs is also a worrying issue. The Palestinians  are waiting for long hours to receive fresh drinking water to fill the tanks. This form of humiliation was considered as a sample picture of the daily suffering against the Palestinians. Most of the Palestinian areas are enduring from the lack of water needs.

The head of Beit Kahal council, Hemeidan Al-Ataouneh, said that their village inhibits 6000 Palestinian residents, is sitting on the largest underground fresh water reservoir in Palestine and is called ‘Beit Kahal water basin.’ The residents are constantly facing with the lack of water, in which water taps are not used since 7 years in the village, but only through small tin tank that doesn’t cover the needs of fifth of the Palestinian residents who are forced to buy tin containers that hold ( 10 cubic meter) at a cost of 200 NIS each.

On the Southern part of Hebron the water problem is also in a difficult situation in which the lack of water in that area is increased since Israel implied several severe measurements that converted the lives of the Palestinians in that area into unbearable situation and described as hell, and forced them to rethink of moving from their inhabitants. Israel pressure to evacuate the Palestinian land from its original inhabitants has always been its policy.

The lack of fresh drinking water in Hebron also forced several Palestinian establishments to induce helping programs to alleviate suffering off the Palestinians through providing the lowest amount of drinking water. The Palestinian Hydraulic Group to develop the environmental and water resources in the Palestinian territories are considered as one of the leading scientific institutions that exerted great efforts to establish hundreds of collection water wells and providing the families with the necessary drinking water including establishing water testing laboratories to examine the level of pollution in the water.

The Palestinian coordinator of the Hydraulic Group in Hebron, Ahmed Ala’an, said that the Group exerted great and continuous efforts also to help the Palestinians to over come the lack of fresh drinking water through emergency programs to insure the families to receive water constantly.

Ala’an also said that during their work to reduce the lack of water in Hebron province, the Group was able since last summer and until present to implement a number of projects that were estimated to reach $1,000,000 in cooperation with different international institutes such as the Italian cooperation (GVC) and ICRC within a partnership program that was funded by the World Bank and USAID.

The projects were designed to dig, establish and rehabilitate all the individual collection wells and building general tanks including rehabilitating destroyed natural water falls and installing water networks in different locations to provide the families with water tanks and installing water tanks inside the schools including tanks for agricultural purposes. Testing laboratories to examine water, establishing agricultural roads and installing waste water networks are also the Group’s main priority. 

The above mentioned work was done parallel with organizing guidance and public awareness campaigns among Palestinians on how to use and preserve the water level. The Group is intended to offer a number of training courses on water issues for PNA and local institutions to increase the qualifications of the people working in fields of water and sewage drainage sectors. Its main target also is to increase their awareness on the subjects of water and environmental subjects.

Ala’n clarified that 200 wells were dug in 25 locations in the province to collect rain water, besides 12 general tanks were established at an estimated cost of $232,000, while 9 wells were maintained and rehabilitated at estimated cost of $83,000 in Beit Umar, Beit Olah, Ithnah, Deir Al-Asssal and Ubied valley.

Ala’an also said that the Hydraulic Group constructed a central water tank in Tarquomiah village at a cost of $111,000, while a number of projects were implemented in areas were the health drainage sector in Nubah and Kharas villages at the cost of $160,000.

The Palestinian Hydraulic Group was concerned in developing the water resources in Hebron and especially in government schools in which a health unit was built in Al-Beirh school at a cost of $15,000, besides establishing and maintaining 4 health units for schools that belong to the Ministry of Education in South of Hebron were 2500 students were benefited from the project. A number of Wells were also established in 6 schools in South and South West of Hebron, besides house wells at a cost of $126,000.

Ala’an summarized that the problem of water in Hebron province and the rest of the Palestinian territories will continue to be complicated despite the Hydraulic Group efforts to overcome the current situation including crossing the financial difficulties. 

The Palestinian expert from the Hydraulic Group, engineer Wae’l Awadallah, said that a water testing laboratories were established in those areas to examine the water’s pollution and to reduce the level of contamination in the water. Many villages faced water pollution due to the lack of public awareness among Palestinians on how to preserve the water networks from pollution.WAFA 

http://www.jerusalem-times.net/article/news/details/detail.asp?id=316&edition=535
Bahrain 
Top 'green' writers to be honoured  

AN awards ceremony will be held tonight to recognise Bahrain's top environmental journalists.

The Outstanding Achievement in Environ-mental Journalism 2004 awards ceremony is being organised by MBM-Alam Flora at the Novotel Al Dana Resort.

The award will be presented in honour of outstanding achievements in environmental journalism in the Arabic and English media.

It has been organised in recognition of the role of the media in spreading awareness of environmental issues.

Journalists who have written articles on environment in Arabic and English will be presented the Outstanding Environmental Journalist trophy, a certificate of appreciation and BD300 in cash.

The ceremony will be attended by MBM-Alam Flora director Ahmed Bin Hindi, MBM-Alam Flora Dubai representative Sadiq Jalal, municipal councillors, members of the Press and the management and staff of the company.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/Story.asp?Article=85371&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=27099
Qatar 
Meet stresses marine resources importance 

THE marine and coastal resources in the Ropme (Regional Organisation for the Protection of the Marine Environment) sea area are integral parts of the natural and cultural heritage of the nations and these have to be dealt with the ‘greatest care and sensitivity’, an ecological expert said. 

Dr Benno Boer, regional adviser for ecological sciences and sustainable environmental development at the Unesco office in Doha, said people here depend on the marine and coastal resources. 

“In a functionary sense the ecosystems via desalinisation plants, provide drinking water for the local inhabitants, and as well serve as areas for recreation, fishing, urban development, and transport”. 

These resources are essential for the continuous supply of freshwater, fish, crustaceans, for marine primary productivity, and for ecosystems functioning, he pointed out. 

An expert meeting was recently held on coastal and marine environmental issues in the Ropme sea area and water and ecosystems. 

The meeting at Ras al-Khaima was jointly organised by the Unesco headquarters and its offices in Doha and Tehran, the UAE Natural Resources Research Centre, the Regional Organisation for the Protection of the Marine Environment (Ropme) and UNEP/Rowa. 

The meeting was attended from Qatar by Dr Benno Boer, Mona Abdel Sattar, and national representative Dr Jassem Abdullah al-Kayat. 

The Unesco Doha pointed out that it is essential for sustainable human development to manage the coastal and marine environmental resources, and the natural and cultural heritage at the highest professional level possible. 

With this in view, regional experts have developed a document on ‘Trans-Boundary-Diagnostic-Analysis of Coastal and Marine Environmental Issues in the Ropme Sea Area’. It is based on previous meetings in the UAE, Oman, and Iran, the Unesco Doha office explained. 

The Unesco is now trying to follow-up on the recommendations and will conduct meetings with the NRRC and experts of all the regional countries. 

In the first phase, the Unesco intends to present country reports on coastal and marine environmental issues, identify common issues and prioritise them, the Doha office said. 

http://www.gulf-times.com/
Yemen 
Disposal under evaluation

SANA’A - The Environment Protection Authority is currently implementing a field study to evaluate conditions of waste disposal all over the country, said Ali Al-Dobhani, Director of the EPA’s Waste Unit. 

Al-Dobhani pointed out that the aim of the study is to evaluate and improve garbage dumps in twelve governorates.

According to Al-Dobhani, there are 20 main waste disposal areas in the country; the impacts of pollution at these dumps is to be evaluated by the study.

“There are no main places for dumping waste in Hajjah, Al-Jawf and Al-Dhala’,” he added.

Outcomes of the study will include registration and delimitation of waste disposal areas as well as classifying kinds of waste and possibly designating special places for the disposal of each.

Al-Dobhani added that the results of the study will be submitted to donors for the funding of future projects

http://www.yobserver.com/news/article_1115.html
Management plan for coastal plains

SANA’A - Coastal areas have their own sensitive characteristics, to which the local governments of these regions must pay special attention. The Governorate of Aden has formulated a plan for the integrated management of coastal regions, interlinking natural resources and the wheel of development. 

Abdullah Abu Al-Fatuh, General Manager of Natural Resources at the Environment Protection Authority, said: “The plan is meant to enforce the regulations protecting the environment and maintain sustainable development in a manner that doesn’t contradict relevant international conventions.” 

“There are efforts to coordinate between authorities in Aden to ensure that projects in coastal regions are safely operated. The authorities must also assess the environmental impact of the function of many projects in the region,” he said.

The plan is scheduled to deal with problems like indiscriminate construction, land clearance, air pollution, destruction of coral reefs and unsafe activities in nature conservancies. 

Al-Fatuh stressed the need to regulate the implementation of development projects and the recycling of waste in these regions. The plan is being put into effect in eight districts in Aden: Sirah, Al-Tawahi, Ma’alla, Khormaksar, Sheikh Uthman, Mansurah, Dar Saad, and Al-Buraqah

http://www.yobserver.com/news/article_1114.html
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� HYPERLINK  \l "Shareholders" ��UPI - U.N: Environment threatens shareholders�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Compact" ��UPI - U.N. global compact targets corruption�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Shareprices" ��Share prices will fall unless attention paid to the environment� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Research" ��GreenBiz.Com - Environmental Research Needed to Protect Shareholder Value, Says U.N. Study�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Socialwoes" ��Reuters - UN: Firms Ignoring Social Woes Risk Stock Slide�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Environment" ��Sydney Morning Herald  -  Stock exchanges join UN program on environment and labour�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Valuations" ��Canadian Newswire -  New United Nations report … valuations …stock market�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Initiative" ��CSRWire - New UNEP Report Pinpoints Necessity of Environmental and Social Research to Protect Shareholder Value 


Social Funds.Com - Major Investment Houses Endorse Global Compact Initiative� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Energy" ��Xinhua - "26-degree Campaign" launched to save energy in Beijing��� HYPERLINK  \l "Dawn" ��Slow dawn for the rising sun� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Fire" ��The Age - Fears over Indonesian fire fallout��� HYPERLINK  \l "Crisis" ��Sydney Morning Herald - Smoke from Indonesian fires stirs fear of health and economic crisis��� HYPERLINK  \l "Blaketrust" ��The Dominion Post (Wellington, New Zealand) - Blake trust off to a good start��� HYPERLINK  \l "Vision" ��NZ Times - Blake's vision to live on� �
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