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· Reuters - Biomass Could Reduce CO2 Emissions, Report Says
· ENS - Poll Finds Americans Want More Environmental Action 

· Houston Chronicle - Movie about global warming is just ludicrous
· The Guardian - More than 500 feared killed by floods sweeping across Caribbean island 
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· ROWA

Other UN News
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This Day (Lagos) 

FG Gives $50M Computer Fund to UNEP 

NEWS
May 27, 2004 
Posted to the web May 27, 2004 

By Okon Bassey
Portharcourt 
The Federal Government has released the sum of US$50 million dollars to the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) as its share of counterpart contributions towards the implementation of environmental projects. 

Minister of Environment, Col. Bala Mande (rtd), announced the release of the fund yesterday in Port Harcourt while signing a major memorandum of understanding between Nigeria and the UNEP, in pursuit of the programme. 

The agreement titled, "Strategic Framework of agreement between Nigeria and UNEP for the third phase of the Global Environment Facility (GEF)" will intervene in land degradation, biodiversity, persistent organic pollutants, international waters, capacity building and climate change. 

UNEP will be acting in its capacity as an implementing agency of the GEF to assist in the implementation of GEF eligible activities among the focal areas. 

"Under the terms of the MOU, Nigeria is making available a block fund in co-financing of US 50 million dollars in kind for projects to be developed and executed", the Environment minister said. 

A high level review committee comprising the Federal Ministry of Environment and the Executive Director of UNEP will be established to review the implementation of the Strategic Framework Agreement on an annual basis. 
Christian Science Monitor (Boston, MA)
May 28, 2004, Friday

How do you rank world misery?

BYLINE: By Steve Friess Contributor to The Christian Science Monitor

 At Copenhagen Consensus, economists devise a Top 10 list of which global problems should be addressed first.

BODY:
Is world hunger worse than disease? How do both compare to civil war or government corruption? And what about global warming and water contamination?

The ultimate "world's worst" match is under way this week in the Danish capital, nothing less than a lofty effort to determine which of 10 scourges the world ought to address first.

The twist: An esteemed jury of eight top economists, including three Nobel Prize laureates from the US, are to ignore politics and emotion and instead focus on how to get the biggest bang for the world-aid buck.

By the time the weeklong Copenhagen Consensus wraps up Saturday, the panelists are expected to release a list ranking the problems in order of which yields the highest benefit for the cost. 

"We hate to admit this, but we don't have the money to deal with everything, so we must prioritize," said statistician Bjorn Lomborg, event organizer and director of its main sponsoring group, the Danish think-tank Environmental Assessment Institute. "We need cold-hearted economics to make a warm-hearted contribution to the world."

To that end, for each topic Mr. Lomborg recruited one expert to write a paper for the economists arguing why his or her issue would make the best investment and suggesting possible solutions. Two other scholars then wrote opposition papers in response.

The 30 writers also are appearing in public to debate and defend their positions before 80 college students from 25 countries brought to Copenhagen to conduct a parallel debate and ranking.

Lomborg says his sole goal is a novel exchange of ideas, but critics have charged that the Copenhagen Consensus is a simplistic approach to divining solutions for complex questions. A two-day counter conference, the Global Conscience Forum, sprang up to protest the event's methodology. There, the United Nations Environment Program executive director Klaus Toepfer said the world's problems "must not be diminished to an economic machinery."

Critics are also suspicious that the conference is merely a setup by Lomborg, a one-time Greenpeace activist who is seen today by environmentalists as a defector. His 1998 best-selling book, "The Skeptical Environmentalist," blasted the notion that global warming is a threat and questioned whether efforts to reverse it are worthwhile. He has since become one of the most prominent Danes, and was on Time magazine's April list of the 100 most influential thinkers.

But Lomborg says he has no vested interest. He points to the invitation of Yale economist William Cline, one of his most vicious detractors, to write the paper arguing that climate change should land atop the list.

Mr. Cline, under fire from his own colleagues for playing along with Lomborg, says: "I don't think anybody who pays attention to the issues would come to the conclusion that if climate change comes out near the bottom of the list, that it's unimportant. But I suppose the list could be inappropriately used."

Another concern, even among conference participants, is that the suggestions by paper writers are nebulous or unlikely to succeed politically. Several writers acknowledge that their statistics are sometimes speculative. Some economists have said they are wrestling with which figures seem realistic and which ought to be recalculated.

There's the suggestion that stamping out bribery to government officials would save the world $ 1 trillion a year, or that United Nations intervention in a dozen civil wars could save $ 397 billion over a decade.

The calculations also involve placing a value on human life, as viewed by productivity. One paper, for example, argues in favor of combating hunger and malnutrition to avoid low birth weights and increase lifetime productivity.

Still, many insist the event is geared toward sparking discussion.

"I don't think that anyone is under the illusion that at the end of the week, we can give marching orders to the world," says University of Chicago economist and jury member Nancy Stokey. "But it is extremely valuable to focus in different ways so we can learn something new."

Lomborg says his one worry is that no consensus will be reached at week's end. He says it's been a challenge to keep all the academicians from wandering off-topic. "It's been frustrating at times," Lomborg says. "These are scholars. What they do well is come up with 'Wow, wouldn't-it-be-interesting-if' thoughts. I am trying to get them to actually produce something - a list - and not just to talk about it."

(c) Copyright 2004. The Christian Science Monitor  
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PERSISTENT ORGANIC POLLUTANTS: STOCKHOLM CONVENTION ENTERS INTO FORCE

HIGHLIGHT:
The Stockholm Convention on persistent organic pollutants (POP), concluded in 2001 under the auspices of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), entered into force on May 17, marking the launch of an ambitious international effort aimed at ridding the planet of PCBs, dioxins, furans and nine extremely dangerous pesticides. Opened for signatures on May 23, 2001, the Convention has been signed by 151 countries. Sixty have thus far submitted instruments of ratification - procedure provides for entry into force 90 days after submission of the 50th ratification - and the Convention is therefore now fully applicable.

BODY:
The European Community has signed but not yet ratified the Convention . Eleven Member States have tabled instruments of ratification: Austria, the Czech Republic, Denmark (excluding Greenland and the Faeroe Islands), Finland, France, Germany, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Slovakia, Slovenia and Sweden.

Of all the pollutants discharged into the environment each year as a result of human activity, persistent organic pollutants (POPs) are among the most dangerous. The Convention not only bans use of POPs, it also encourages the disposal of growing stocks of obsolete and undesirable pesticides and chemicals containing POPs. Dumps and toxic tanks dating back to the 1950s, 1960s and 1970s are now leaching chemicals into the soil, poisoning water resources, wild flora and fauna and humans. The Convention also demands a complete phase-out of polychlorinated biphenyls and waste containing PCBs. The products concerned are divided into three lists:

- Annex A (products for the Convention requires total phase-out except in the case of very specific derogations): aldrin, chlordane, dieldrin, endrin, heptachlor, hexachlorobenzene, mirex, toxaphene, polychlorinated biphenyls;

- Annex B (products for which the Convention provides for restrictions on production and use): DDT;

- Annex C (unintentional production): polychlorodibenzo-p-dioxins and dibenzofurans (PCDD/PCDF), hexachlorobenzene (HCB) and polychlorinated biphenyls. 

Slow implementation.

Significant investment will be required in order to conform with the Convention's requirements. The national investment announced and grants running into hundreds of millions of Dollars will back initiatives valued at more than five hundred million Dollars aiming primarily to develop substitute products and technologies and to help developing countries in particular adapt to the new regulations. The majority of funding will be managed by the Global Environment Facility, the Convention's provisional financial mechanism.

Governments will however have to wait until the beginning of May 2005 and the first Conference of Parties (COP 1) to be staged in Punta del Este, Uruguay, to meet and seek to accelerate their efforts through an action plan designed to:

- reduce or phase out known carcinogenic chemicals known as dioxins and furans, produced as by-products of combustion;

- help countries affected by malaria develop more effective and safer replacement treatments for DDT;

- support efforts by individual governments to draw up implementation plans;

- gauge and assess changes concerning the presence of POPs in humans and animals and in nature;

- establish a committee on POPs charged with identifying new pesticides and toxic products to be added to the list of 12 POPs currently covered by the Convention.

- finalise guidelines aiming to promote best practice and best available technologies capable of reducing and eliminating the discharge of dioxins and furans.
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Understanding Evil

By Peter Huessy

The Bush administration's foreign and national security policy has generated serious opposition here at home and overseas. This is not unlike the reaction to President Reagan's plan to deploy intermediate range missiles in Europe and to modernize our land, sea and air-based nuclear deterrent systems.

The demonstrations of the early 1980's throughout Europe, coupled with the push for a nuclear freeze here in America, made it appear as if President Reagan was intent on blowing up the world. Former Carter administration officials were sought on a daily basis to appear on morning, evening and weekend talk shows, warning of impending doom, the collapse of arms control, possible conflict with the Soviet Union, and the deterioration of NATO.

For the intellectual Left in America, Reagan's bold foreign and defense policies were seen as fundamentally representative of a narrow, U.S. interest, reflecting the selfish concerns of the military industrial complex, war planners and DOD officials. In particular, the New York Times, the Washington Post, the New Yorker, and the evening television news shows were unanimous that the US President, an uninformed actor, naïve in the ways of the world, could not be trusted with US security policy. 

The Left hoped that cooler heads in the State Department would convince Reagan, the former California governor, to seek coexistence, not confrontation, with the leaders in Moscow. Critical to this strategy, we were told, was to get the two leaders from the US and the Soviet Union together at a "summit" to freeze our respective nuclear arsenals.

Fast forward twenty years later. In early 2001, the earliest manifestations of the new Bush administration security policy were a speech at the National Defense University where the President outlined the need for missile defenses, an overall counter terrorism strategy, and stronger controls over the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, as well as a strong, robust but reduced and more balanced deterrent force of nuclear weapons. 

 

The reaction mirrored that of 1981. The same media outlets, the same articles, same television commentators, wringing their hands in worry, despairing of a "cowboy" governor from Texas, way over his head in the nuanced, fuzzy liberal world of his opponents.

Bush’s assertion of US interests, such as defending ourselves from ballistic missiles, or foregoing signing-off on a foolish energy consumption commitment such as called for by the Kyoto Treaty, was universally derided as wrong headed, "unilateral," representative of a "go it alone" policy. 

 

The assumption by the diplomats at the United Nations and their friends in the rogue states and adversaries of the United States was that US policy, in order to be seen as "correct and proper," as one diplomat described the thinking at the time, should also reflect the interest of others, such as China, the Sudan, Ethiopia, Sweden, Ecuador, and, of course, France. A sort of "world consensus" was the proper framework within which US policy should operate. The idea is that if all nations put on the table what they want, and it is all thrown together and stirred into some kind of international mush, the result must by definition be more moral and reasonable than ideas put forward solely by the United States. 

 

But the result of this logic is that the United Nations sees nothing wrong with rotating the chairmanship of the Security Council between Iraq and Syria when discussing terrorism. Or having Libya chair the UN Human Rights Commission. Or having nations under investigation for violating their pledges under the Non-Proliferation Treaty (the NPT) remain on the board of governors of the IAEA, which passes judgment on whether sanctions should be visited on just such nations. All states are, in this scheme, equal, and no state’s claims are more valid than any other nation’s interests. 

This necessity of viewing all member nations of the UN with nearly equal interests leads to the ritualistic kabuki dance whenever the US government seeks "international agreement" on some serious issue. As soon as France, or China, or Russia or Syria dissent, the media immediately lashes out at U.S. administration for not having made a significantly generous offer or proposal to the UN. This is true for Kyoto, Iraq, North Korea, and Iran.

On Kyoto, the entire developing world, including China, Brazil, Mexico, India, and Egypt was exempt from the C02 emission standards, with the result that after 100 years from its enactment, the global warming elements in the atmosphere in 2105 would be some 5% below where they would otherwise have been. Boy, that's progress!

On Iraq, the world was well aware of the constant 12-year game of cat and mouse Saddam played with the UN inspectors.  Even British scientist David Kelly, wrongfully identified as the source of the BBC's assertion that the Iraqi threat was "sexed up," wrote before his death that the only way to end Iraq's programs of weapons of mass destruction was through regime change.


On North Korea, despite a nearly decades-long "carrots and carrots" diplomacy, we are still facing a rogue nation with nuclear weapons and a companion missile program, despite the Clinton administration's State Department down-grading the country to a "nation of concern" (no axis of evil there!), and providing tons of fuel oil and food, and beginning the process of building two new nuclear reactors. 

 

But each time the North Korean government refuses to engage seriously about its commitment to a nuclear free Korean peninsula, spokesmen for the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace or the Arms Control Association are beating up our President for not being forthcoming enough or sufficiently attune to the dynamics of getting along in the international sandbox on the geostrategic playground.  And so it goes.

While our former UN Ambassador Jeanne Kirkpatrick described this intellectual phenomenon as "blaming America first," I think it needs amending to "Blame only America!" It may not be well understood, but the sophisticates within our government and universities are wedded to what I call the Rodney King school of diplomacy-"Why can't we all get along." 

 

Any conflict, argument or disagreement is immediately the responsibility of the United States to resolve, but we have to do it on everybody else's terms! I watched this at the United Nations myself where I worked for three years. It was the time of the October 6th war launched on Israel, the 1973-4 oil embargo, the subsequent escalation in oil prices and the founding of the United Nations Environment Program.


We were tasked with identifying how developing countries could produce energy in an environmentally sound way while still being independent of the petroleum imports causing such havoc with their national economies. The head of the UNEP energy office, Dr. Ishrat Ushmani, formerly head of the Iranian nuclear energy program, directed the study. We recommended a mix of nuclear, renewable and coal production, including higher efficiencies. 

 

When the report was submitted for approval within the ECOSOC, the reaction was predictable---all nations with the exception of Australia, the United States and Canada opposed the report's conclusions. This was my first professional face-to-face confrontation with "political correctness." The end result was that the governing council for UNEP stamped "draft" on the report and its conclusions were lost in some discarded file cabinet. 

 

The European nations were particularly negative, arguing about the evils of nuclear power and the bullying attitude of the United States. For me, a graduate student at Columbia in both international affairs and law, it was a rude awakening to the globaloney set at the UN, where pretend speeches were made on pretend policies from pretend countries-all pretending to take and do serious things.

Arms control suffers from this same problem. In order to get agreement from a sufficient number of UN members to secure a Security Council recommendation, or to get even a bilateral agreement with North Korea or Iran on their nuclear programs, America has to compromise its basic security needs as to make such agreements worthless. 

 

A good example is the just completed UN Conference on Disarmament. One news story from the National Journal explained the failure of the UN bureaucracy in this way:

 

"The U.N. Conference on Disarmament yesterday ended its 2003 session without reaching consensus on a program of work, according to a U.N. press release. This is the fifth straight year that the conference has been unable to reach agreement on what to discuss, according to the U.N. release.  Because the conference operates by consensus, a single member can prevent the entire
body from formally discussing an issue."

 

The media tends, however, to shy away from such criticism of the UN and usually praises worthless diplomatic efforts that have no way of succeeding. The Washington Post was ecstatic about the 1995 agreement with North Korea, praising its historic significance and patiently explaining to us hard liners why the problems of Pyongyang's "loose nukes" were no more. The hardliners in Congress, critical of the Clinton administration's supposed "diplomatic triumph," were described by Walter Pincus as having been effectively chastened, hopefully never to emerge from their caves again.

And so it was with respect to Iran, Iraq, and terrorists elsewhere. As vividly explained by Richard Minister's "Losing Bin Laden", and Dick Morris's "Off With Their Heads", the sought for international consensus never emerged to deal with any of these rogue states nor international terrorism. The UN, in fact, cannot even agree on a definition of what constitutes terrorism, and thus furnishes aid, comfort and recognition to one of the longest running terrorist organizations going-the PLO.

In order to hold on to the fiction that some kind of universal agreement could be reached on proliferation and terror, liberal enthusiasts of this new world order must also rely on a false foundation that blames the US for the problems in the first place. 

 

When asked why it was that Al Qaeda attacked the United States two years ago on September 11th, former intelligence officer Ray McGovern states flatly that it is because of our treatment of the Palestinian people and support for "repressive governments" in the Middle East. To the “nuanced” and “intellectual” McGovern, the Islamic terrorists hate us because of our support for Israel, while Osama Bin Laden's embrace of Saddam, the Mullahs of Iran and the Taliban is somehow associated with a "concern" about repression!! 

 

In short, McGovern urges fellow intelligence officials to resign in protest over the fraud perpetuated by the Bush administration in seeking regime change in Iraq. America had in coming on September 11th, he says, thereby excusing the murderous acts of our enemies by asserting, "we made them do it".

After all, to believe anything else is simply inconsistent with this idea that "we can all get along." The fervent hatred of US military power drives this dogma, because the use of Army, Navy or Air Force firepower absolutely implies the complete lack of agreement between the US and its adversaries. Drawing a line in the sand doesn't help much with those who insist we keep retreating backward.

To believe in the necessity, however unfortunate, of using US and allied military power requires a belief in the presence of evil in the modern world, an evil that cannot be negotiated or compromised with. Nuance doesn't help here, folks. And so when President Bush cited Iran, Iraq and North Korea as parts of an "axis of evil," it became apparent that "splitting the difference" with our enemies wasn't really in the cards. 

 

And so with Reagan who inherited a crumbling credibility in America's fortitude and forthrightly put forward a plan to rebuild our armed forces, in particular our strategic nuclear Triad. What did the apologists for our adversaries propose? The nuclear freeze, the very same proposal put forward by the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, a freeze, which would have rendered obsolete our strategic deterrent long before the more modern and updated Soviet nuclear arsenal. 

 

At the time, all “right thinking” people argued a freeze should be supported. Sprouting from the feeble minds of bubble-headed Vermonters (where I spent most of my child-hood), the freeze supporters equated the US nuclear umbrella protecting Taiwan, the Republic of Korea, Japan and all of western Europe, with a Soviet deployment of missiles aimed at coercing NATO and culling more and more nations into the Soviet orbit. In the 1970's alone, some dozen-plus nations involuntarily joined the Soviet gulag, just as President Carter warned us to "get over our inordinate fear of communism."

But as we look back at the past one hundred years and the evil during which the hideous tyrants of our time-Lenin, Stalin, Mao, Castro, Pol Pot, Hitler, Saddam, and the Iranian Mullahs---destroyed much of mankind, we recognize that we cannot make a “deal” with such evil. There is no possibility that "we can all get along." We did not "make them do it." This our courageous President understands. Thank God.

__________________________________________________________________________ 

BBC Monitoring

RECONSTRUCTION

Japanese aid agency to stay out of "unstable" Iraq: Sadako Ogata, president of the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA), said on 26 May that the Agency was not currently considering providing assistance to Iraq because of deteriorating security there, Japan's Kyodo news agency reported. JICA wanted to provide assistance, she said, but the security situation in Iraq was "too unstable". (Kyodo 0500 gmt 26 May 04)

Polish company fails to win equipment contract: Poland's Bumar arms enterprise has lost a supply contract for the Iraqi army, Bumar's spokeswoman Roma Sarzynska said on 26 May, as reported by the Polish news agency PAP. The tender, announced on 29 March - the second organized to select the supplier of equipment for 20,000 soldiers of the new Iraqi army - was awarded to the US ANHAM joint venture company, whose shareholders were also those of the American NOUR corporation which won the first tender, she said. The first one won by NOUR was annulled because of procedural irregularities. Bumar president Roman Baczynski said on 26th that his firm wanted to tender for other contracts, and Bumar was not leaving the Iraqi market. According to PAP, Bumar priced its tender at 425m dollars, while ANHAM's price was 259m dollars. (PAP 1050 gmt 26 May 04)

Bremer targets violence-hit cities for reconstruction: Only about a quarter of the estimated 10,000 Iraqis employed by US-financed reconstruction projects reported to work at the peak of last month's anti-coalition violence in Iraq, the head of the US reconstruction programme said on 24th, AFP reported. "We're moving back up very quickly. But in some cases contractors' employees are being threatened, and so are the contractors themselves," retired Admiral David Nash said. US Administrator in Iraq Paul Bremer has ordered 130 million dollars in reconstruction programmes targeted on insurgent cities in the Sunni triangle and in southern Iraq where US forces have been fighting Shi'i militias, Nash said. "Ambassador Bremer wanted to accelerate progress, particularly in terms of employing Iraqis," Nash said. US officials wanted Iraqis to be able to see results more quickly, he said. Unemployed Iraqi males, many of them from the disbanded Iraqi Army, are seen as a major source of support for both the Sunni and Shi'i insurgencies. Adding to the unemployment problem was last month's violence. Nash said that at its peak around 9 April, only about a quarter of the 10,000 Iraqis hired in those programmes were working. "In terms of construction we have over two billion dollars of work started. The work is progressing. Each week we're putting in place about 50 to 75 million worth of construction. That means actual physical construction that is complete," he said. The bulk of the activity is in the electric power sector and building facilities for the Iraqi Army and security forces, he said. Electric power output is now about 6,000 megawatts, about double what it was last summer, Nash said. But demand also has grown as better off Iraqis buy air conditioners and other appliances. (AFP 2340 gmt 24 May 04)

Iran, Iraq to cooperate reviving border marshland: An Iranian official said on 23 May that Iran and Iraq are to work together to revive an area of marshland that straddles the border between their two countries, the Iranian news agency IRNA reported. Sediqeh Babran, deputy director-general for international affairs at the Department of the Environment, told the agency that the decision relating to the Hawr al-Adhim marshland emerged from a first trilateral meeting involving Iran, Iraq and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) in Geneva on 17-18 May. Babran said that the marshland - two-thirds of which is in Iraq and one-third in Iran - had not yet been cleared of mines planted during the 1980-88 war, which had caused local fishermen and livestock farmers to leave the area. The Geneva meeting had highlighted the need to cooperate in protecting the marshland ecosystem and exploiting the marshland "in a proper manner", she said. The next meeting is to be held in Tehran in October 2004, she added. (IRNA 1225 gmt 23 May 04)

Saudi-Iraqi trade post to reopen after 14 years - paper: Direct trade between Saudi Arabia and Iraq via the main border crossing at Ar'ar will resume on 1 June for the first time in 14 years, French news agency AFP quoted a Saudi business daily as saying on 22 May. In a report from the Saudi side of the Ar'ar crossing, Al-Eqtisadiah quoted informed sources as saying that US-led coalition forces were doing the groundwork on the Iraqi side in preparation for the revival of trade exchanges in nine days' time. The coalition has earmarked more than 1m dollars to rehabilitate the border post and pave the way for the resumption of free trade for the first time since the frontier was shut following Iraq's 1990 invasion of Kuwait, the paper said. On the Saudi side, 14m riyals (3.7m dollars) have been allocated to upgrade the border post, in addition to some 36m riyals (9.6m dollars) spent on development over the past five years, Ar'ar customs chief Issa Abdul Rahman told the paper. (AFP 1105 gmt 22 May 04) 

The Irish Times
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Chilling message in global warning
The nightmare scenario of global warming predicted in Hollywood's latest blockbuster may not be quite as implausible as it first appears, writes Frank McDonald, Environment Editor

BODY:
Hailstones the size of grapefruits kill people on the streets of Tokyo, tornadoes rip through Los Angeles, and New York City is engulfed by a massive tidal wave. These are among the cataclysmic events dramatised by The Day After Tomorrow, Hollywood's take on global warming.

If climate change is going to mean more "extreme weather events", it couldn't get more extreme than this. A background news broadcast reports that Europe is blanketed by 15 feet of snow and Dublin is among the cities being evacuated. But then, the film is about bringing the threat home to us. 

A recent poll commissioned by the London-based Carbon Trust, which works to cut carbon dioxide emissions, found that nearly a third of adults in Britain wrongly believe climate change is reversible, another third see it as a minor or no threat, and a fifth are so confused that they blame plants for causing it. Missions to space, second-hand tobacco smoke, meteors and genetically modified organisms were also wrongly thought to cause climate change. And of the three in 10 who believe that global warming can be reversed, many were just hoping that "Mother Nature will somehow sort herself out".

The nightmare scenario of The Day After Tomorrow - depicting climate change happening in weeks rather than decades - is so wildly improbable that it may be dismissed as just another disaster movie, albeit more compelling than weather-related examples of the genre such as Twister or Dante's Peak. Its scenario is based on the notion that warm ocean currents - including the Gulf Stream, which gives us our temperate climate - will be diverted south by melting polar ice-caps, plunging the Northern Hemisphere into a new Ice Age "just like that". Go outside and you freeze to death - instantly.

But get this. The most recent US assessment of the risks posed by climate change said "significant uncertainties remain" about its regional impacts.

"It is likely that some aspects and impacts . . . will be totally unanticipated as complex systems respond to ongoing climate change in unforeseeable ways." And there's more. A secret report, commissioned by the US Department of Defence and published by Fortune magazine in March, suggested that an imminent scenario of catastrophic climate change is "plausible and would challenge United States national security in ways that should be considered immediately".

Average temperatures in Europe and North America would fall, creating a "Siberian" climate for all of us, while some major cities would be submerged by rising sea levels, according to the Pentagon report. As early as next year, widespread flooding by a rise in sea levels would create major upheaval for millions.

By 2020, "catastrophic" shortages of water and energy supplies will become increasingly harder to overcome, leading to the outbreak of "resource wars" on an already over-populated planet. "Disruption and conflict will be endemic features of life," it said. "Warfare may again come to define human life."

As the report gloomily put it: "History shows that whenever humans have faced a choice between starving or raiding, they raid. So we must assume that, after the great climate change, an ancient pattern re-emerges: the eruption of desperate, all-out wars over food, water and energy supplies."

Doug Randall, one of the report's authors, agreed that it was "depressing stuff". Climate change "could start tomorrow" and there was little we could do to prevent a disaster.

"It is a national security threat that is unique because there is no enemy to point your guns at," he told the Observer newspaper.

Prof Bob Watson, chief scientist for the World Bank and former chairman of the UN's Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, said the report could no longer be ignored by a president who had made national security his single highest priority. And the Pentagon was "no wacko liberal group".

Watson even suggested that the report may prove vital in the US elections in November. Democrat candidate John Kerry is on record as accepting that climate change is a real problem and scientists disillusioned with President Bush's stance have urged Kerry to cite its shocking scenarios in his campaign.

The US is the biggest emitter of greenhouse gases, accounting for 24 per cent of the global total - six times more than its share of the world's population. In 2001, however, the pro-oil Bush administration pulled out of the Kyoto Protocol on Climate Change, insisting that cuts would damage the US economy.

This position has been strongly criticised by Sir David King, chief scientific adviser to the British government. Writing in the journal Science last January, he said Bush was wrong to discount the reality of climate change, which he believed was "more serious even than the threat of terrorism".

Listing the evidence, Sir David noted that the 1990s were the hottest decade on record. Ice-caps were melting, sea levels rising and flooding had become more frequent. The Thames barrier was used once a year in the 1980s to protect London, but now it's used more than six times a year.

Last summer, 20,000 Europeans died in a suffocating heatwave - 10,000 in France alone. "As a consequence of continued warming," the British scientist said, "millions more people around the world may in future be exposed to the risk of hunger, drought, flooding and debilitating diseases."

In recent months a major study commissioned by the UN Environment Programme warned that more than a million species will become extinct over the next 50 years due to dramatic changes in their habitats as a result of global warming - unless we begin reducing our greenhouse gas emissions.

Sir David, who was upbraided by Downing Street for being so outspoken, said: "Delaying action for decades, or even just years, is not a serious option. I am firmly convinced that if we do not begin now, more substantial, more disruptive and more expensive change will be needed later on." Environmentalists have seized on The Day After Tomorrow to drive home the message they've been spelling out for years - that action must be taken. "The film is fiction, but climate change is real and humans are causing it," said Will St Leger, spokesman for StopEsso Ireland.

Greenpeace is rolling out a website www.thedayaftertomorrow.org to coincide with the film's release. Headed "The Day Is Today. What Will You Do?", suggestions include: get active; rewrite your own ending; don't buy ExxonMobil; say yes to wind; tell your friends and join Greenpeace.

If a Hollywood movie can't dramatise the dangers of climate change, however telescoped its timescale, nothing will. And as its digital imagery brings that tidal wave tumbling through the avenues and streets of New York City, you can only marvel at the breathtaking arrogance of the world we have built.

Those who continue to resist taking action to avert the worst impacts of global warming like to think that the ecosphere, our whole environment, is merely a division of the economy. In fact, as the Scots would say, it's quite the reverse. For our construct hangs by a slender thread that can so easily be broken.

The Day After Tomorrow opens nationwide on Friday
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Universidad Autónoma del Sur organiza las XII Jornadas de Medio Ambiente y Calidad de Vida

Hoy viernes 28 de mayo, a partir de las 10 horas, se desarrollará la XII versión de las Jornadas de Medio Ambiente y Calidad de Vida, que es organizada en conjunto por la Escuela de Pedagogía en Historia y Geografía de la Universidad Autónoma del Sur, sede Talca, y el Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el medio ambiente (PNUMA) organismo que en la Región del Maule es presidido por la profesora Ana María Cabello Quiñones.

La actividad que se realizará en el Salón Auditorio del Campus Prosperidad de la UAS tiene como objetivo analizar, junto a profesionales y estudiantes, políticas medio ambientales como bases jurídicas, recursos de suelos y reciclaje, así como reflexionar en torno a la problemática ambiental ya sea desde una perspectiva teórica o practica, que hoy afecta a las urbes en todo el mundo. Al mismo tiempo de dar a conocer los programas de las Naciones Unidas sobre este tema en nuestro país.

Entre los temas que se expondrán está:"El valor del auto cuidado: Concepción axiológica de la prevención", a cargo del ingeniero Miguel Chico Ramos, representante de la Mutual de Seguridad; "Certificación forestal y su efecto en el mejoramiento de las practicas ambientales", expuesto por el ingeniero forestal, Leonardo Vergara Torrealba, de CORMA; "Turismo, medioambiente y globalización", a cargo del profesor Edmond Khzam Díaz de la UAS Talca; "Cartografía, usos y aplicaciones", dictada por el ingeniero Juan Gutiérrez Palacios, del Instituto Geográfico Militar; "Cambios geodemográficos en la Región del Maule", con la profesora Ana María Yañez Alvarado, del Colegio San Andrés, y "Reciclaje de residuos sólidos domiciliarios", con el ingeniero René Fuentealba, de la Consultora Ecósfera.

Las XII jornadas finalizarán con una mesa redonda sobre "Geografía, medio ambiente y educación", en la cual participarán la Dra. Edelmira Gonzalez, Dra. Carmen Varela y la docente Ana María Cabello Quiñones.

Reuters

Biomass Could Reduce CO2 Emissions, Report Says
BRUSSELS - Using biomass, a type of fuel made of materials such as wood and manure, instead of coal to generate electricity could lower the world's carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions and create jobs, a report said Thursday. 

The World Wide Fund for Nature, which wrote the report with the European Biomass Industry Association, said in a statement that production of biomass would create hundreds of thousands of jobs while helping to reduce CO2, which contributes to global warming. 

"The report indicated that this could reduce emissions of carbon dioxide (CO2), the main global warming gas, by about 1,000 million tons each year -- a figure equivalent to the combined annual emissions of Canada and Italy," the statement said. 

Biomass currently provides one percent of industrialized countries' power needs but could provide 15 percent by 2020, according to the report. A renewable energy source, biomass is made from agricultural and forest products such as animal waste, straw or sugar cane. 

The European Union is pushing for renewable energy sources such as biomass, wind power and solar energy to be used more widely across Europe. 

The bloc has set a target for the 15 countries that comprised it before its enlargement on May 1 to use renewable energy for 12 percent of their overall energy needs by 2010. Twenty-two percent of their electricity consumption is to come from renewable sources by that date. 

The European Commission said Wednesday it expected to miss that goal, with renewable energy forms predicted to make up only 10 percent of overall energy consumption and 18 to 19 percent of electricity consumption by that date. 

Story Date: 28/5/2004 
ENS

Poll Finds Americans Want More Environmental Action 

NEW HAVEN, Connecticut, May 27, 2004 (ENS) - Americans are seriously concerned about the country's environmental health and want more political action on the environment at the national and international levels, according to a survey of 1,000 adults nationwide by the Yale School of Forestry & Environmental Studies. 

Eighty-four percent of those polled say the environment will be a factor in their vote in November. Thirty-five percent consider it a "major factor." 

"This poll underscores that Americans are concerned about the environment, and they want the federal government to take action to protect it," said Gus Speth, dean of the Yale School of Forestry and Environmental Studies. 

"It shows that the positions the presidential candidates hold on the environment will likely be a significant factor in the voting behavior of Americans this November," he said. 

While the country is profoundly divided when it comes to national politics, the poll found that Americans of all political persuasions are as troubled by the problems of air pollution and toxic contamination of soil and water as they are by the much higher-profile issues of jobs and the cost of gas. 

At the EPA's hazardous materials training school, students go through field training on air monitoring and hazardous waste sampling. (Photo courtesy EPA)
"The environment rates as one of the top three challenges facing the United States in the decades ahead," wrote the Global Strategy Group, which conducted the survey. "There is also a new environmental concern in post-September 11th America – specifically bio-terrorism and the security of the country’s food and water supply." 

Some 59 percent of those surveyed rate the quality of the country's environment overall as "only fair" or "poor," while just three percent say America's environment is "excellent." 

Only 16 percent said that the quality of the environment in the United States is getting better, while 50 percent said it is getting worse. 

In regards to global environmental conditions, some 75 percent rank them as "only fair" or poor, and 63 percent say conditions are getting worse. 

Emergency responders apply chemical foam to a chemical tank truck involved in a roadway accident. The foam is used to suppress a possible explosion or fire. (Photo courtesy EPA)
"There is a real concern on the part of the majority of Americans when it comes to the overall quality of our environment," said Speth, "and people are genuinely concerned that it is only going to get worse. Moreover, the public perceives a huge deficit between its aspirations for environmental protection and what our politics actually delivers." 

According to the poll, 67 percent say the United States government does not do enough about the environment and should do more. 

But the economy still tops the environment when it comes to the top issue of concern. When forced to choose between protecting the environment and maintaining a strong economy, a majority, 54 percent, of the Americans surveyed choose to keep the economy growing. Thirty-six percent of those polled said that protecting the environment should be a top priority, even if that means higher consumer prices. 

"Political pundits usually dismiss the environment as an issue that affects elections because they think people do not listen when politicians talk about it - clearly, that is not the case," said Yale Professor Dan Esty, who took the lead in developing the poll with national polling firm Global Strategy Group. 

More than half those surveyed said that the candidates should talk more about their plans for the environment. 

Eighty-four percent believe the United States should enact stricter emissions and pollution standards for business and industry. 

The phone survey was conducted by professional interviewers from April 26 to May 3. The nationwide sample was drawn from a random digit dial process. Respondents were over the age of 18. The survey has an overall margin of error of ±3.1 percent at the 95 percent confidence level. That is, if the same survey were conducted among similar respondents, the results would fall within the range of ±3.1 percent in 19 out of 20 cases. 
_________________________________________________________________________
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Movie about global warming is just ludicrous

By STEVEN F. HAYWARD
NOW and then Hollywood movies that try to take on a big public issue hit a nerve. The 1979 depiction of a nuclear power plant meltdown in The China Syndrome had moviegoers marching out of theaters shouting "Call your congressman!" It helped that the fictional film portrayal coincided with the nation's worst nuclear accident at Three Mile Island. It is less likely — no, make that impossible — that there will be any climate accidents to lend verisimilitude to Hollywood's latest venture into topical relevancy, the global-disaster film The Day After Tomorrow. This movie is beyond preposterous.

The Day After Tomorrow is to serious environmental thinking about climate change what Hogan's Heroes was to serious representation of World War II prison camp experiences. The Day After Tomorrow transforms the worst-case scenarios of climate change into the apocalypse. First the polar ice sheets melt instantaneously, raising the sea level hundreds of feet and inundating coastal cities, including New York. Then an equally instantaneous ice age descends, flash freezing New York and other northern latitudes. All of this is blamed on a Dick Cheney look-alike who refused to stop exhaling carbon dioxide.

This is beyond ludicrous. While the melting of ice sheets and the disruption of ocean currents leading to colder temperatures in the northern latitudes are plausible theories of possible climate futures, neither could possibly happen instantly or to the extent depicted in the movie. It wouldn't even happen fast enough for a miniseries. It probably won't happen at all.

Does a cartoon version of a serious issue help or hurt public awareness? Some environmentalists and activists, including former Vice President Al Gore and MoveOn.org, think it will, going as far as to suggest that this is "the movie the White House doesn't want you to see." Serious environmentalists have reason to be worried. Public concern for global warming has been dropping for several years now in polls on the issue. A year ago a Gallup Poll on global warming found that the issue was "a bit of a yawn" to most Americans. A follow-up Gallup Poll on global warming taken last month found that "the public is practically dozing." "Global warming," Gallup reported on April 20, "ranks near the bottom of the list of specific environmental issues for which Gallup measured public concern." Moreover, "there has been a slight increase since 2003 in the percentage of Americans reckoning that the seriousness of global warming is generally exaggerated by the news media — from 33 percent to 38 percent."

It is doubtful that a film by the maker of Independence Day, which featured an alien invasion of the Earth, will change this. More likely moviegoers will lump the likelihood of global warming next to the chances of alien attack. If I were advising the White House, I'd tell them to give out tickets to the movie. In 1983 the "nuclear freeze" movement placed great hope in a TV movie called, coincidentally, The Day After, which depicted the horror of a nuclear exchange war between the United States and the Soviet Union. The nuclear freezers thought this would put their cause over the top. It was over the top, all right; it turned out to be the high-water mark for the freezers. The nuclear freeze movement began to dissipate soon after The Day After. Likewise, The Day After Tomorrow is likely to trivialize global warming even further.



Hayward is a resident scholar at the American Enterprise Institute (www.aei.org) in Washington, D.C., and a senior fellow at the Pacific Research Institute (www.pacific-research.org) in San Francisco.

The Guardian

More than 500 feared killed by floods sweeping across Caribbean island 

Agencies in Santo Domingo and Port-au-Prince
Wednesday May 26, 2004
The Guardian 

More than 500 people are feared killed in the Dominican Republic and Haiti after flooding and mud slides swamped villages and settlements in the neighbouring Caribbean countries yesterday. 

Weeks of incessant rain on the island of Hispaniola, which the two countries share, caused rivers to burst their banks and surge into villages, sweeping away people and houses and burying victims under mud and debris. 

Some bodies were carried for six miles. Power and phone lines to several small towns were cut and thousands were left homeless. 

The worst affected area in Haiti was the town of Fond Verrettes, where flood waters rose from a dry riverbed and washed away hundreds of buildings. 

At least 158 people were killed in the town alone, and at least another 50 in the wider region, local officials said. 

"I went to see my aunt in Port-au-Prince for the weekend," said 16-year-old Joane Saint Fort. 

"Now I come back and I cannot find my house. It was right here but there is no house. My mother and two younger brothers were living here." 

In the Dominican Republic the border town of Jimani was swamped on Monday after 25cm (10in) of rain fell in 24 hours. About 135 people were killed and another were 200 missing feared dead, officials said. Ten others died elsewhere in the republic. 

José Altagracia Pérez, 60, a farmer, said he was in his house early on Monday morning when the water began to rise, leaving little time for action. 

"The house is all gone. The river came and took everything. Now I don't have anything," he said as he waited outside the mortuary to search for his three-year-old son. 

Survivors were reduced to clawing through the mud for missing relatives. Canadian troops and US marines were flying helicopters with water and relief supplies to the worst-hit part of Haiti. 

"They found my daughter. Now I have to see if I have some family left," Elena Díaz, 42, said outside the mortuary, where she went to look for her son-in-law and three grandchildren. 

More rain was forecast for the region yesterday. 

The flooding was the worst on the island since a 1994 tropical storm triggered mud slides which killed more than 800 people in Haiti. 

"This is a disaster. We are calling on Haiti's friends to help," the Haitian prime minister, Gerard Latortue, said. 

· The deposed Haitian president Jean-Bertrand Aristide seems ready to go into exile in South Africa. 

He will leave the Caribbean as soon as it is decided who will pay his air fare, a Jamaican official said. South Africa and Jamaica are disputing who should pay for him, his family and his bodyguards to travel. 

He has been in Jamaica since March 15. South Africa agreed to grant him temporary exile earlier this month. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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UN or UNEP in the news

European, Asian Nations Join Forces To Protect Ozone 
UN Wire, Thursday, May 27, 2004 - Representatives from 20 European and Central Asian countries this week participated in a regional summit in Sarajevo, the capital of Bosnia and Herzegovina, aiming to form a united front for ozone protection.
The conference, which ends today, focused on better cooperation among the countries and easier implementation of international trade agreements as well as contracts on ozone protection, said Ibro Cengic, head of Bosnia's Ozone Unit, adding that Bosnia has raised about $3 million for ozone protection.
By 2005, developing countries must curb their output of methyl bromide by 20 percent, carbon chloride by 25 percent and methyl chloroform by 30 percent, Leo Heilemann of the U.N. Environment Program said (Associated Press, May 26).

http://www.unwire.org/UNWire/20040527/449_24317.asp
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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UN or UNEP in the news

'Dead zones' threaten fisheries
May 27, 2004, By Mark Clayton | 
In midsummer, the northern Gulf of Mexico, where the Mississippi River empties into it, may shimmer like any other swath of sea. But a few score feet below, bottom-dwelling fish and other creatures struggle just to breathe. 
This area - one of the world's biggest coastal "dead zones" - is rapidly being joined by a growing number of "hypoxic," or oxygen-depleted areas around the world. At least 146 such zones have been documented through 2000 - from the northern Adriatic Sea to the Gulf of Thailand to the Yellow Sea, according to a United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) report released in March. And their number has been doubling every decade since 1960, it adds. At risk: coastal fisheries near the most populous regions.
http://www.csmonitor.com/2004/0527/p13s01-sten.html 

Climate change: Nepalese perspective
Earth Times, Posted on : 2004-05-26 | Author : Anil K. Raut | Category : Environment 
The effect of heat trapping due to the increasing presence of greenhouse gases (GHGs - i.e. carbon dioxide, methane, nitrous oxide, and chlorofluorocarbons) in the earth’s atmosphere is known as greenhouse effect. This greenhouse effect causes global warming, a temperature increasing process due to the heat trapping by the built up of greenhouse gases in the earth’s atmosphere and its main consequence is climate change. Studies have shown that over the last few decades temperature of earth surface has been rising and this has caused changes in weather patterns, rise in sea level and melting of glaciers. Meteorological measurement records indicate that a warming of 0.3 - 0.6 degrees Celsius in global average temperature since 1860. Similarly, it is also recorded that 1990s was the warmest decade and year 1998 was the warmest year.
….Similarly the AX010 glacier of Shorong Himal will be extinct by 2060 AD if the current global warming trend continues. Recently, United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has warned that more than 44 Himalayan glacial lakes are dangerously close to bursting because of the ice melt caused by global warming and out of them 20 glacial lakes are in Nepalese Himalayas……
http://www.earthtimes.org/articles/show/162.html 

________________________________________________________________________________________

GEF is granting 6 million US$ to implement second phase of CEP Astana, 25 May.  During the 5th meeting of the Asian Pacific Forum for Environment and Development (APFED) Ms. A. Samakova, Minister of Environment of Kazakhstan, informed that GEF is going to provide the second phase of Caspian Environmental Programme with 6 million US$.  She said that Kazakhstan plans to conclude a joint agreement with all Caspian States to establish fishing quotas, means of preservation of environmental balance

and the status of vessels navigating in the Caspian Sea.  http://www.inform.kz/showarticle.php?id=79496

Kazakhstan needs additional aid from international organizations to save the Aral Sea Astana, 25 May.  During the 5th meeting of the APFED Ms. A. Samakova also stated that "It is impossible to rehabilitate the Aral, but there is a hope to stabilize the environmental state of the Sea."  A special programme of concrete actions to improve environmental and socio-economic conditions in the Aral Sea basin was approved and already launched.  The GEF, UNDP, UNEP, the World Bank, EBRD and the Asian Development Bank, USAID and other international organizations are taking part in the implementation of the programme.  However, it  needs further assistance from international organizations.  Ms. Samakova asked the APFED to be proactive on this

subject.  http://www.centran.ru/cgi-bin/index.pl?text_id=15241&all=yes - 25

Kyoto protocol moves eastwards Astana, 25 May.  News about possible ratification of the Kyoto protocol by

Russia makes Kazakhstan study pros and contras for its ratification.  Kazakhstan signed the Protocol in 1999 but has not ratified yet.  The National Environmental Security Concept of Kazakhstan for 2004-2015

stipulates: "Besides the doubtless environmental impact, the ratification of the Kyoto protocol is opening to our country possibilities to draw international investments, participate in joint projects of "clean development", use new technologies to increase energy efficiency of our industry, accumulate CO credits to protect our economic interests, trade gas emission quotas".  If Kazakhstan ratifies the Protocol it will become

Annex 1 participant and should reduce the quantity of greenhouse gases emissions.  Experts believe that it is very important to determine the year, which will become an indicator year: the year of high economic

development or a stagnation year.  This will determine the trading quotas. The Concept demands to have a study on effect of obligations to reduce gas emissions on the economy of the country.  "Kazakhstan is not Russia.  It cannot afford to change internal gas prices".  http://www.inform.kz/showarticle.php?lang=rus&id=79520
ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

UAE 

 Heat wave to grip the country for three days
 

ABU DHABI - The entire country will be in the grip of a strong heat wave for at least three days, beginning tomorrow. 

Temperatures will climb up to an average of 44 degree Celsius from current average of 39 degree Celsius recorded during this week, the meteorological office said.

"The weather will be hot, though dry in general, becoming hazy at times," said the weatherman at the Central Forecasting Office, Ministry of Communication.

Giving details of the changing weather in the country he said that there was a chance of a sandstorm blowing over some parts of the country.

He said that temperatures during the coming few days would be extremely sizzling and are likely to range between 44 and 48 degrees Celsius. In most open areas of the Western and Eastern areas, temperatures may even shoot up to 50 degrees Celsius.

The North Easterly-South-easterly winds are likely to blow on surface with an intensity of 15-20 knots in general.

Though sea state will remain moderate with wave height scaling 1-3 feet on shore and 3-5 feet offshore areas, creating no problem for the fishing and sporting activities.

During the current week temperatures have shown a rising trend though evenings have been fine.
Wednesday was the hottest day yet of the summer, when temperatures soared to new levels as in Abu Dhabi it went up to 43 degrees Celsius from previous day's 39 degree. In Sharjah, mercury roared at 42 degrees Celsius from earlier mark 41 degree, while in Dubai it reached to 38 degree celsius from Tuesday's level of 37 degree.

Other emirates which saw mercury rising included Ras Al Khaima where it was seen as high as 43.C maintaining earlier rising trend.

In the capital, maximum humidity level recorded on Wednesday was 80 percent; Dubai, Sharjah, Umm Al Quwain scaled 75 per cent.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/DisplayArticle.asp?xfile=data/theuae/2004/May/theuae_May675.xml&section=theuae

JORDAN
Jordan to host international water conference
AMMAN - Jordan hosts a five-day international conference on water management starting Sunday as more and more countries struggle with ways to develop and improve supplies of the precious liquid often called white gold. 

For years analysts predicted that a water war would break out in the already troubled Middle East, where most countries have been plagued by drought and scarce water resources.  Jordan ranks among the world’s 10 poorest in water.

All across the world scientists and officials are coming to the realization that dwindling water supplies are among the top woes they face.

“Water scarcity and water shortages are not just a Middle Eastern phenomenon,” Jordan’s Water and Agriculture Minister Hazem Nasser said in a statement posted on the website of the May 30-June 2 International Water Demand Management Conference.

“The future of water resources around the world is under pressure from population growth, industrial needs, environmental degradation and rapid urbanisation.

“As supply options become more limited, all consumers as well as managers of water systems need to become more aware that the future lies in greater efficiency of use,” Nasser said.

The conference will gather on the Jordanian shores of the Dead Sea. The lowest body of water on Earth, its very existence is threatened as Jordan, Israel and the Palestinians divert for agriculture the Jordan River, which feeds it.

Experts from around 30 countries will attend the conference organized in cooperation with the US Agency for International Development (USAID), which has poured tens of millions of dollars into water schemes in Jordan over the years.

There will be 21 workshops with themes ranging from ways to deal with droughts, to planning a balanced approach to water resources, detecting leaks, home plumbing, recycling water and demand reduction.

Speakers from the United States, Japan, Canada, Europe and Arab countries will share their experiences in research as well as state-of-the-art technologies on water conservation.  On the sidelines of the conference, an exhibit will be held of water conservation equipment, including software that can be used both for residential and commercial use.

Organizers expect 1,500 participants to attend the conference, during which 100 working papers on global water issues will be submitted for debate.

Jordan, a largely desert country, will also inform delegates of its own track record in managing and developing its scarce water resources.

Water consumption in Jordan, which has a population of just over five million, stands at 160 cubic meters (5,650 cubic feet) per capita, compared with an Arab average of 1,200 cubic meters and 6,000 cubic meters globally, according to officials.

In February, Jordan and Syria launched a long-awaited dam project on the two countries’ Yarmuk River border that will provide the kingdom with desperately needed water for human consumption and agriculture and boost power supplies to Syria.

In May, Jordan laid the cornerstone for a multi-million-dollar water treatment and waste-water treatment plant with the help of USAID.

But efforts to seal an agreement among Jordan, Israel and the Palestinians to build a canal that would channel water from the Red Sea to the Dead Sea to save it from disappearing remain elusive, as politics and funding stand in the way.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=middleeast&xfile=data/middleeast/2004/may/middleeast_may733.xml
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T H U R S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
Sudan

*
Concerned at situation in Darfur, Annan stands ready to support mediation

*
UN expert deeply concerned about human rights situation in Darfur

*
UN aid agencies ready to assist Sudan as peace process moves forward

Other news

*
UN official says Afghanistan’s stability hinges on international security assistance 

*
Afghanistan: UN anti-narcotics chief’s visit to address boom in drug cultivation

*
As floods death toll nears 900, UN disaster assessment teams headed to Hispaniola

*
UN watchdog welcomes US plan to keep nuclear weapons out of terrorist hands

*
UN health agency continues efforts to control Ebola outbreak in Sudan

*
Colombia launches Annan’s Global Compact for better corporate practices

*
Poor countries need aid and well-planned trade liberalization, UN says

*
WHO hails growing use of global standards against cancer-causing sun rays

* * * *
Sudan: Secretary-General

27 May – Concerned over the grave humanitarian and human rights crisis in the Darfur region of western Sudan, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan plans to support efforts to mediate a settlement, a UN spokesperson said today.

Marie Okabe told reporters in New York that Mr. Annan has received “numerous communications from individuals, groups and organizations all over the world” asking him to ensure that emergency assistance is delivered to those in need and calling for action to prevent the situation from deteriorating further.

“The Secretary-General fully shares the concerns of the public at large, and in that regard would like to inform all those who wrote to him that he has been following the situation in Darfur very closely and with great concern,” Ms. Okabe said. She recalled that in the early days of the Darfur crisis, he engaged the Sudanese Government, as well as others, and sought a political settlement to the problem.

“He regrets that those efforts could not help in preventing the grave humanitarian emergency and the massive violation of human rights in Darfur,” the spokesperson said.

She added that Mr. Annan stands ready to continue to help the Sudanese parties, in close coordination with the African Union, the Government of Chad and others concerned, to reach a political settlement soon. “To that end, he will designate an envoy, who will represent him at the political talks due to resume in N’djamena, Chad, shortly,” she said.

* * *

Sudan: human rights

27 May – A United Nations expert today voiced deep concern about the situation of human rights defenders working in the Darfur region of Sudan and urged the country’s Government to ensure their protection.

Hina Jilani said she had received information regarding “a number of alleged arbitrary arrests and detentions” of people monitoring and reporting on the human rights situation in the area.

She also cited “credible information” that the freedom of movement of these defenders is being curtailed, particularly their access to conflict areas.

Ms. Jilani voiced particular concern to the Sudanese authorities about reported harassment against the Sudan Organization Against Torture. One of its members, Salih Mahmoud, was reportedly arrested on 1 February by members of the National Security Agency and remains in detention in the Kober Prison in the capital Khartoum.

Noting that no official charges have been brought against Mr. Mahmoud, Ms. Jilani said his arbitrary detention “may be connected to his human rights activities and in particular the provision of free legal aid and legal representation to victims of human rights abuses in the Darfur region.”

* * *

Sudan

27 May – Following the signing of protocols aimed at ending over two decades of war between the Sudanese Government and rebels in the south, United Nations agencies today pledged assistance to the country’s beleaguered people.

Meeting in Naivasha, Kenya, the Government and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A) on Wednesday initialled three protocols on political and power sharing issues. The protocols do not affect the conflict between Arab militia and black Africans in Darfur, in western Sudan, which the UN has called the world’s worst humanitarian crisis.

According to the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), which hailed the endorsement of the accords, there are some 500,000 Sudanese refugees and more than 3 million displaced persons in the south. With a final comprehensive peace agreement expected within two or three months, the agency said it would then begin discussing a voluntary repatriation process.

The biggest numbers of south Sudanese refugees are in Uganda (223,000), Ethiopia (88,000), the Democratic Republic of the Congo (69,000) and Kenya (60,000).

UNHCR emergency teams deployed since December to lay the groundwork for returns have reopened offices in Juba and Rumbek. The agency, which last operated in southern Sudan in 1991, plans to set up more offices to support the repatriation that is expected once a peace deal is signed.

Of $8.8 million needed for UNHCR’s Sudan preparatory programme, only about $3 million has so far been received. David Lambo, director of the agency’s Africa Bureau, urged donors to “step forward with the money that will help us capitalize on this framework peace accord.”

Meanwhile, the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) today pledged to invest in Sudan’s social services and start nationwide projects following the new accords.

“We hope both sides will soon conclude the comprehensive North-South peace agreement that all of Sudan so badly needs,” UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy said, urging donors to commit new resources now so that major additional efforts can be launched as soon as peace is formally declared.

Thousands of children separated from their families and children recruited into armed forces will need special protection, while major movements of displaced people and returning refugees are also expected in a challenging and complex environment, UNICEF said.

“We are hopeful that Sudan’s natural wealth will be harnessed to the needs of children instead of war in the very near future,” Ms. Bellamy said.

* * *

Afghanistan

27 May – Afghanistan needs international support to emerge from decades of war, tackle resurgent militias sabotaging peace efforts, and hold credible elections in September, a senior United Nations official said today.

“The persistent woes of Afghanistan – terrorism, factionalism and criminal networks – are as much at work today as they were two years ago, and their ability to subvert State-building and a genuine political process is hardly diminished,” Jean Arnault, head of the UN mission in the country (UNAMA), told the Security Council. “Whether it is in counter-terrorism, electoral security, counter-narcotics or control of factional fighting, at this critical juncture for the Afghan peace process, international security assistance continues to make the difference between success and failure.”

Mr. Arnault stated that training, funding and other general forms of help, while important, were not sufficient for Afghanistan. “Widespread, robust international military presence in support of domestic security forces remains critical,” he said.

While the security “map” had followed a well-known pattern with little change in the provinces, the situation had worsened in the more risky areas, particularly in the south, with a tangible increase in the number of incidents and their toll.  The level of violent opposition to the electoral process was still difficult to gauge, but precautions were being taken as registration pushed into rural areas, he said.

Although Afghanistan lacks a strong electoral tradition, the general population has been mobilized. Since the beginning of May, nearly 1 million people have signed up, bringing to 2.7 million the total number of registered voters. Contrary to initial expectations, women’s participation did not drop as voter registration expanded beyond the urban centres.  “There is momentum,” Mr. Arnault said. “There are expectations.”

At the same time, he warned that the polling must be viewed as fair. “A process perceived to be biased and distorted could deeply undermine the hopes… that differences among Afghans can be settled through peaceful political means.”  The Afghan leadership as well as the international community must ensure the legitimacy of the process, he said.

“Security, in general, and for the electoral process, in particular, is ultimately an Afghan responsibility, but it is a responsibility that Afghans cannot shoulder without international assistance,” Mr. Arnault stressed, calling on NATO countries to honour past commitments to the Afghan people.

* * * 

Afghanistan

27 May – The United Nations counter-narcotics chief is heading this weekend to Afghanistan, where concern is growing that the 2004 opium crop may reach record levels, topping last year’s 3,600 tons produced.

“Unfortunately, there is no easy way of solving Afghanistan’s opium problem. In countries like Thailand, Pakistan and Turkey, where the problem was as severe, it took a generation to reverse the trend, and put an end to it,” Antonio Maria Costa, Executive Director of the UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), said today as he prepared for his eight-day tour, which starts Saturday.

While in Afghanistan, Mr. Costa will review the situation on the ground and urge a more effective implementation of the National Drug Control Strategy. On his way to the capital Kabul, he will visit some opium producing provinces, meeting with key governors, police chiefs and military commanders, as well as some opium-growing farmers.

In 2003, opium production in Afghanistan reached an estimated 3,600 tons, a 6 per cent increase over the previous year, generating $1 billion in income for farmers and $1.3 billion for traffickers – the equivalent of 52 per cent of the gross domestic product (GDP). Recent UNODC surveys indicate the likelihood of a further increase in production.

“The opium economy will continue to grow as long as drug production and trafficking are conducted without risk of retribution or the incentive to do something else. It is urgent to redress this risk-reward imbalance, making engagement in illicit activities legally and economically unattractive,” Mr. Costa said, appealing to the international community to give more help to Afghan farmers to switch from opium cultivation to legal activities.

Before travelling to Afghanistan, Mr. Costa had visited Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan, where the availability of opium has increased the lure of drug abuse. A rise in the number of people injecting heroin is causing a dramatic spike in the incidence of HIV/AIDS, according to UNODC. Narcotics money also provides resources to organized crime and terrorist groups.

Meeting with leaders of several Central Asian countries, Mr. Costa discussed the implementation of the Good Neighbourly Relations Declaration on Narcotics Control and of the Paris Pact initiative, which involves countries on the Afghan opium trafficking routes.

* * *

Hispaniola

27 May – Two teams of United Nations disaster experts are headed to storm-lashed Haiti and the Dominican Republic to assess the damage and coordinate emergency relief efforts following flash floods and mudslides that have killed hundreds.

The teams, comprising four to six disaster experts, are expected to leave between tonight and early tomorrow morning, said the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), which has also provided $80,000 in emergency cash grants for both countries.

Meanwhile, the death toll continues to rise as the floodwaters recede. OCHA said Haitian authorities have reported that some 638 persons have been killed or are missing as a result of the floods. Additional assessments are planned in outlying areas where death tolls could be very high.

Authorities in the Dominican Republic report that 205 people are confirmed dead and another 375 are missing. OCHA said that several UN agencies are carrying out a rapid assessment of relief needs in the hard-hit area of Jimani.

The Multinational Interim Force (MIF) – sent to Haiti to restore order after an armed revolt against former President Jean-Bertrand Aristide in February – is helping to airlift desperately needed supplies to hard-hit areas cut off by flood waters. Later today, MIF helicopters were to travel to Fonds Verrets in Haiti with humanitarian personnel, 12 tons of food provided by the UN World Food Programme (WFP), as well as plastic sheeting and water purification tablets.

The WFP has also released an initial $200,000 in food items and is prepared to send 50 tons of food from its warehouse in the Haitian capital Port-au-Prince once the logistic setup for distribution is in place and a full assessment of needs has been carried out.

* * *

Nuclear weapons

27 May – Stepping up the battle to prevent nuclear weapons from falling into the clutches of terrorists, the United Nations atomic watchdog agency has welcomed a new United States plan to strengthen nuclear security around the world.

The Global Threat Reduction Initiative (GTRI), announced by US Secretary of Energy Spencer Abraham yesterday at a meeting with senior officials of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) in Vienna, aims to minimize as quickly as possible the amount of nuclear material available that could be used for nuclear weapons.

“The proposal is a continuation and extension of initiatives that the IAEA, the USA and others have been working on for many years, and with renewed intensity in the past couple of years, to address nuclear security around the world,” IAEA Director General Mohamed ElBaradei said.

Security issues have become a global priority in the past several years, with nuclear weapons related know-how spreading extensively, Mr. ElBaradei told a news conference. This makes control of nuclear material that could be used for nuclear weapons extremely critical, he added.

GTRI seeks to set up mechanisms ensuring that nuclear and radiological materials and related equipment anywhere in the world are not used for malicious purposes.

Under the initiative, the US will work with the IAEA and other partners to repatriate all Russian-origin, fresh high-enriched uranium fuel (in cooperation with Russia and other countries concerned) by the end of next year, and accelerate and complete the repatriation of all Russian-origin spent fuel by 2010.

They will also take all steps to accelerate and complete the repatriation of all US-origin research reactor spent fuel, work to convert the cores of civilian research reactors that use high-enriched uranium to use low-enriched uranium fuel worldwide.

They will seek to identify other nuclear and radiological materials and related equipment that are not yet covered by existing threat reduction efforts to ensure that there are no gaps that would enable a terrorist to acquire these materials for malevolent purposes.

Mr. Abraham also proposed that the IAEA and international community join in holding a Global Threat Reduction Initiative Partners’ Conference to examine how to address material collection and security in places where a broader international effort is required.

* * *

Ebola

27 May – The United Nations health agency is working to control an outbreak of the deadly Ebola disease in southern Sudan and is helping authorities in the neighbouring Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) to alert the local population, increase surveillance and actively search for possible cases.

As of 26 May, 20 cases, five of them fatal, had been reported in Yambio County in southern Sudan and confirmed by laboratory tests in the United States and Kenya, the World Health Organization (WHO) said.

A team from the WHO South Sudan Early Warning and Response Network (EWARN) and from WHO headquarters in Geneva is continuing to work with the crisis committee to control the outbreak, it added.

The committee includes the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), Médecins sans Frontières-France (MSF-France) and other non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and churches working in public health. MSF is supporting the isolation ward and case management in Yambio hospital.

National authorities in the DRC and neighbouring Uganda have enhanced surveillance in bordering areas. MSF teams in the DRC’s Province Orientale are also on the alert.

WHO has so far not recommended any special restrictions on travel or trade.

* * *

Global Compact

27 May – The private sector’s role in conflict prevention and peace-building topped the agenda today at a meeting in Colombia, which is launching the Global Compact, an initiative of United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan to encourage better corporate practices in human rights, labour and the environment worldwide.

Setting the tone for the two-day event in a message to participants, Mr. Annan noted that private companies operate in many war zones or conflict-prone countries around the world. He also pointed out that companies manufacture and sell weapons used in conflict, and others are involved in the extraction and sale of lucrative natural resources.

“In many situations, the chaos of conflict has allowed resources to be exploited illegally or with little regard for equity or the environment. When local populations are excluded from discussions on access and control of natural resources – and see little benefit for communities – this can also cause conflict,” the Secretary-General said in the message, which was delivered by John Renninger, a senior official in the UN Department of Political Affairs.

The private sector has an “enormous stake, responsibility and potential influence in the search for peaceful solutions,” he said.

“The bottom line can no longer, and should no longer, be separated from some of the key goals of the United Nations and the responsible global community: peace, development and equity,” he stressed. “All of these are compelling reasons why business should play an active part in tackling these issues, without waiting to be asked.”

The meeting, being held in Bogotá, has drawn some 150 representatives of the private sector, civil society and governments to the third in a series of regional dialogues organized to help the private sector in contributing to conflict alleviation.

The Secretary-General launched the Global Compact in 1999 at the annual World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, to encourage companies to adhere to nine core principles in human rights, labour and the environment. Today, more than 1,200 companies from over 70 countries participate in the Compact.

* * *

Trade and development

27 May – Policies using international trade to improve the economies of the 50 poorest and least developed countries (LDCs) have not generated long-term reductions in poverty, the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) says in a new report.

“Their (LDCs’) development partners should not imagine that preferential market access or multilateral trade liberalization will substitute for international aid as a central mechanism for supporting poverty reduction,” UNCTAD says in The Least Developed Countries Report 2004: Linking International Trade with Poverty Reduction.

The policies could be complementary, but the LDCs require more and better aid to build their productive capacities, it says.

“The LDCs themselves can maximize the poverty-reducing effects of international trade by pursuing a development-led approach to trade rather than a trade-led approach to development,” UNCTAD says.

In the 1990s the average income per person in the LDCs was 72 cents a day, of which the earner spent 57 cents, leaving just 15 cents a day for private capital formation and public investment in such national infrastructure as health care, education, law and order and administration, UNCTAD says.

If current trends persist, the number of people living in extreme poverty will increase to 471 million by 2015 from 334 million people in 2000, it predicts.

Mass poverty reinforces the tendency towards economic stagnation and vice versa, it says. “Low income leads to low savings; low savings lead to low investment; low investment leads to low productivity and low incomes.”

Countries which liberalized trade moderately in the 1990s achieved the best trade-to-poverty relationships and the growth rates of gross domestic product, exports and investment have been higher after liberalization than before, it says.

On the other hand, “rapid and deep trade liberalization has been associated with de-industrialization, as import substitution industries have collapsed when they are exposed to international competition without adequate preparation,” UNCTAD says.

In any case, “imports have grown faster than exports after liberalization,” and “there has been a repeated tendency for aid inflows to peak during trade liberalization and then fall,” UNCTAD says.

Experience shows that a country must have a minimum production base, as well as supply capabilities, to take advantage of export market access preferences, it says.

LDCs equipped to take advantage of preferences provided by certain textile export arrangements achieved high and steady export growth, but the benefits of access are being reduced by limits on product insurance, restrictive rules of origin, problems with predictability and the adverse effects of such non-tariff barriers as bans, quotas and tough labelling requirements, UNCTAD says.

Health issues were also a problem for LDCs, UNCTAD says, quoting estimates by the Joint UN Programme in HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) showing that in 2001, LDCs experienced 37 per cent of worldwide AIDS deaths, although they had only 11 per cent of the global population.

* * *

Sun exposure

27 May – With millions of new skin cancer cases diagnosed every year, the United Nations health agency today hailed the adoption by more and more Member States of the Global Solar Ultraviolet Index (UVI) which seeks to educate people about the dangers of overexposure to the sun’s radiation.

In recent days Canada and the United States, where well over a million new cases of skin cancer are diagnosed each year, have begun using the UVI, an internationally-agreed and standardized measure of ultraviolet (UV) radiation levels expected for the next day which is usually given in conjunction with local news and weather reports.

“UV radiation contributes significantly to the burden of skin and eye diseases around the world,” said Dr. Mike Repacholi, Coordinator of Radiation and Environmental Health for the Geneva-based World Health Organization (WHO).

“The adoption of the UVI by countries such as Canada and the United States, where there is a strong ‘tanning culture’, is particularly welcome,” he added, stressing that UVI will certainly help raise awareness of the importance of sun protection and hopefully have an impact on reducing the number of skin cancers and cataracts in years to come.

In the UVI, as developed by WHO in collaboration with the International Commission on Non-Ionizing Radiation Protection, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP)and the UN World Meteorological Organization (WMO), UV radiation levels are expressed on a scale of 1 (low) to >11 (dangerously high).

Outside the tropics, the highest UV levels occur when the sun is at its maximum elevation, for example, around midday during the summer months. Altitude (the higher one is above sea level, the less UV is absorbed by the atmosphere), proximity to the equator and cloudless skies are also factors which increase levels.

Shade is one of the best defences. During midday hours when the sun’s UV rays are at their peak, finding shade is particularly important. If one has to be in the sun, wearing sunglasses, a wide-brimmed hat and protective clothing, and frequently applying sunscreen of Sun Protection Factor 15+ are all important protective measures, WHO said.

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________  

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Marie Okabe, Associate Spokesperson for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

**Sudan
In a statement issued yesterday afternoon, the Secretary-General said he was heartened to learn that the Sudanese Government and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement/Army parties have initialled in Naivasha, Kenya, three protocols on political and power-sharing issues.  He welcomes this development and believes it is a major step forward in the peace process facilitated by the Inter-Governmental Authority on Development.

He urges the two parties to sustain their commitment and persevere in reaching agreement on the remaining issues, especially the ceasefire arrangements, the implementation modalities and international guarantees for a future comprehensive peace agreement.  He emphasizes the interest and readiness of the United Nations to contribute to such efforts.

The Secretary-General at the same time called on the Government of the Sudan and the armed opposition in Darfur to seize the momentum created in Naivasha to reach a political solution in western Sudan, putting an end to the grave humanitarian and human rights situations there.

**SG on Darfur
Also on the Sudan, in the course of the last few weeks, the Secretary-General has received numerous communications from individuals, groups and organizations all over the world containing expressions of deep concern about the humanitarian and human rights situations in Darfur, asking him to ensure that emergency assistance is delivered to those in need and calling on the United Nations in general to do all possible to prevent the situation from deteriorating further.

The Secretary-General fully shares the concerns of the public at large, and, in that regard, would like to inform all those who wrote to him that he has been following the situation in Darfur very closely and with great concern.  In the early days of the crisis in Darfur, he engaged the Government of the Sudan, as well as external actors concerned, and sought a political settlement to the problem.  He regrets that these efforts could not help in preventing the grave humanitarian emergency and the massive violation of human rights in Darfur.

We have a note outlining the Secretary-General’s efforts to date on the humanitarian and human rights side.  

On the political side, the Secretary-General stands ready to continue to help the Sudanese parties, in close coordination with the African Union, the Government of Chad and other parties concerned, to reach a political settlement soon.  To that end, he will designate an envoy, who will represent him at the political talks due to resume in N’Djamena, Chad, shortly.

**Security Council
The Security Council today began the day with a briefing by Jean Arnault, Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Afghanistan.  The briefing in an open meeting was followed by consultations on the same subject, which are ongoing.

I had hoped to have him as a guest at the noon briefing but I understand that they are still going round the table.  And so that will not be possible.

In his briefing, which we have available in the Spokesman’s Office, Mr. Arnault highlighted the negative trends in the security situation, and gave an update on the electoral, as well as the disarmament, demobilization and reintegration process.

He said a robust international military presence in support of domestic security forces remains critical.

The persistent woes of Afghanistan -- terrorism, factionalism and criminal networks -- are as much at work today as they were two years ago, he says, and their ability to subvert state-building and a genuine political process is hardly diminished. 

He concluded by saying, that at this critical juncture for the Afghan peace process, international security assistance continues to make the difference between success and failure.

**Haiti/Dominican Republic - Humanitarian update
Turning to the Haiti and Dominican Republic flood situation.  As part of the UN’s response to the devastating floods in the Caribbean region, the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is sending Disaster Assessment and Coordination Teams to Haiti and to the Dominican Republic. 

The teams, comprising four to six disaster experts, are expected to leave between tonight and tomorrow morning.  The Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs has provided Emergency Cash Grants of $80,000 for both countries. 

National authorities in Haiti report that 638 persons have been reportedly killed or are missing as a result of the floods.  Additional assessments are planned in outlying areas where death tolls could be very high.  Meanwhile, authorities in the Dominican Republic report that 205 people are confirmed dead, and another 375 are missing.  Several UN agencies are carrying out a rapid assessment of relief needs in the hard-hit area of Jimani.  

Today, Multinational Interim Force helicopters will travel to an area in Haiti called Fonds Verrets, transporting humanitarian personnel, twelve metric tons of food provided by the World Food Programme as well as plastic sheeting and water purification tablets provided by the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF).

**IAEA/US Initiative
The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) has welcomed the U.S. Government’s announcement of a new comprehensive global initiative to address the issue of nuclear security and reduce the threat of nuclear terrorism.

The Global Threat Reduction Initiative was announced yesterday in a meeting with senior IAEA officials in Vienna. 

It aims to minimize as quickly as possible the amount of nuclear material available that could be used for nuclear weapons, and put into place mechanisms to ensure that these materials and related equipment aren’t used for malicious purposes.

We have more on this in a press release available in the spokesman’s office.

**WHO/Ebola update
We have an update on an ebola outbreak also in the Sudan.

As of yesterday, the health authorities of YambioCounty in the country’s south, have reported at least a total of 20 cases -- including five deaths. 

A World Health Organization team is continuing to work with authorities to control the outbreak, and the governments of neighbouring countries Uganda and the Democratic Republic of the Congo have enhanced surveillance in bordering areas.

There is a press release with more information on that.

**Global Compact Meeting in Colombia
Two more items.  Over 150 representatives of the private sector, civil society and governments are meeting in Bogotá, Colombia, today, to discuss the role of the private sector in conflict prevention and peace-building.  This is the third in a series of regional dialogues organized by the UN’s Global Compact Office to help the private sector in contributing to conflict alleviation.     

In his message to the meeting, the Secretary-General noted that private companies operate in many conflict zones or conflict-prone countries around the world.  Furthermore, some manufacture and sell weapons, and some are involved in the extraction and sale of lucrative natural resources.  

The Secretary-General added that the private sector has an enormous stake, responsibility and potential influence in the search for peaceful solutions.  He said that the bottom line can no longer, and should no longer, be separated from some of the key goals of the United Nations and the responsible global community -- namely, peace, development and equity.     

**UNODC/Afghanistan
Antonio Maria Costa, the Executive Director of the UN Office on Drugs and Crime, is beginning an eight-day visit to Afghanistan on Saturday.

His visit comes amid growing concern that this year’s opium crop in Afghanistan may reach a record level.

He’ll review the situation on the ground and urge a more effective implementation of the country’s drug control strategy. 

On his way to Kabul, Costa will visit some opium producing provinces, meet key governors, police chiefs and military commanders, as well as some opium-growing farmers. 

There is more in a press release from that agency upstairs as well.

And that’s all I have for you.  Abdurrahim and then...

**Questions and Answers
**Question:  Do you have any news on when Lakhdar Brahimi may be able to make an announcement or announce the results of his contacts in Iraq and whether that announcement may come from Baghdad or he will wait till he gets here?

**Associate Spokesperson:  The latest I have on that is in a statement made by his spokesman yesterday, which we made available to you.  He said that Mr. Brahimi said that he had not yet finalized his recommendations and that, contrary to speculation, the process of consensus building is still ongoing.  As to the date and place of that announcement, we have nothing further to add on that for now.

**Question:  A couple of questions on Sudan.  Has the SG been in touch recently with either the President of Sudan, Omer Albashir, or with anybody from the opposition in western Sudan, in Darfur?
**Associate Spokesperson:  I’d have to check on his most recent telephone calls.  But the Secretary-General has been very engaged in this whole process, as you can see from the two statements -- one on Sudan and the one on Darfur.  But let me check that for you.  But in terms of the next steps, he should be reporting to the Security Council in the coming days on proposals now that these key protocols have been initialled. 

**Question:  If I may, one more on Sudan…

**Associate Spokesperson:  Yes?

**Question:  The Government in Khartoum says that basically the way what’s been going on in western Sudan, the way it’s being depicted basically is designed to divert attention from progress achieved in the south.  Does that view find any sympathy from the SG whatsoever? 

**Associate Spokesperson: I think the Secretary-General in his statement issued yesterday, and which I repeated here again, is fairly clear about how he feels about the progress that has been achieved on the peace process between the north and the south.  This is obviously a conflict that, if you see from the press releases, especially from the UN agencies, has taken a huge humanitarian toll in the country over the last 20 or so years.  So, the peace process to end the humanitarian suffering in that conflict is obviously one that he wants to encourage.  At the same time, in that same statement, the Secretary-General makes very clear his concerns on Darfur and as I just mentioned now, he wanted to again repeat his engagement on all sides -- on humanitarian, human rights and the political side.  And as I mentioned, he stands ready to assist in a political solution in the Darfur issue as well.  Yes?

**Question:  I just wanted to know:  will Mr. Arnault be available later today, or will he be at the stakeout, do you know?

**Associate Spokesperson:  You can try to catch him at the stakeout when he is done.  Otherwise if you’re interested in talking to him; if you want an interview with him, maybe you can talk to me or the office afterwards and we can try to arrange something.

**Question:  Okay.

**Associate Spokesperson:  Mr. Abbadi?

**Question:  Marie, does the Secretary-General believe that any action on the present resolution before the Council on Iraq should await the return of Ambassador Brahimi?

**Associate Spokesperson:  I think at the moment the Secretary-General is not commenting on the delicate discussions on this resolution, which began this week in the Security Council.  Yes?

**Question:  Yes, Marie.  Did the SG speak with the Indian Prime Minister after he took over?

**Associate Spokesperson:  Is this something that you’re asking for today?

**Question:  Yes.

**Associate Spokesperson:  I’ll have to check for you.  Yes?  [The Spokesperson later said he had not.]

**Question:  Is the reduction and monitoring of nuclear material the responsibility of a country or the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)?

**Associate Spokesperson:  I’d have to check that for you as well.  I don’t want to venture into answering that until I check with the IAEA.  If there are no other questions... Mr. Abbadi?  [She later told the reporter that governments were responsible for cleaning up nuclear materials.  As far as monitoring goes, if there is a safeguard agreement with the IAEA, then the IAEA has the monitoring responsibility to ensure that the country does meet its obligations.]

**Question:  Marie, Mr. Arnault says that there is a continuing deterioration in security in Afghanistan, and that the success or failure will depend on that.  At this stage, does the Secretary-General have any new ideas on the problem?

**Associate Spokesperson:  I think Mr. Arnault is right now discussing the situation on the ground with members of the Council.  He again makes his appeal for the importance of a strong international military presence.  I think this is a sentiment that has been reflected many times by the Secretary-General.  As to if there is any outcome from the morning consultations, hopefully we’ll find out in few minutes. Yes?

**Question:  Marie, you said there is no day yet for the announcement, but as far as when Mr. Brahimi returns from Iraq, do you know the schedule you just pointed out? 

**Associate Spokesperson:  We have nothing more on that either.

If there are no more questions, have a very good afternoon.  Thank you.

* *** *



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News











� HYPERLINK  \l "UNEP" ��This Day (Lagos)  - FG Gives $50M Computer Fund to UNEP� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Misery" ��Christian Science Monitor (Boston, MA) - How do you rank world misery?�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Pollutants" ��Europe Environment – Persistent organic pollutants: stockholm convention enters into force�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Evil" ��FrontPageMagazine.Com - Understanding Evil�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Reconstruction" ��BBC Monitoring – Reconstruction�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Warming" ��The Irish Times - Chilling message in global warning�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Calidaddevida" ��Universia.cl - Universidad Autónoma del Sur organiza las XII Jornadas de Medio Ambiente y Calidad de Vida


��


























Communications and Public Information, P.O. Box 30552, Nairobi, Kenya 

Tel: (254-2) 623292/93, Fax: [254-2] 62 3927/623692, Email:cpiinfo@unep.org, http://www.unep.org

PAGE  
2

