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Xinhua

UN agencies launch project to conserve African plants 

Nairobi, Nov. 27 (Xinhua) --A multi-million US dollar project to help three African countries conserve native      plants has been launched by two UN agencies with backing from the Global Environment Facility (GEF). 

      The United Nation Environment Program (UNEP) said in a statement Wednesday that the overall aim of the      project, which is being carried out by UNEP and the United Nations Development Program (UNDP), is to      reduce poverty and improve livelihoods in these key areas and countries. The project, which is targeting dry     and semi-arid lands in Kenya, Botswana and Mali, aims to educate local people, students and scientists on the ssues of land management and indigenous species conservation. 

      The project will be backed with 9 million US dollars from the GEF and more than one million dollars from the Norwegian Agency for Development and Cooperation, said the statement. 

      The Department of Biology, University of Oslo, has played a key role in developing the project and is to      provide scientific and technical supervision to help underpin its aims. 

      Land degradation was adopted as a focal point for the GEF at its Second Assembly which recently took      place in Beijing, China. 

      Earlier this month, UNEP and the GEF announced here the Desert Margins Program, a project to heal the      damaged and dying lands that fringe Africa's desert regions.
________________________________________________________________________________________

Xinhua

Netherlands increases funding to UNEP 

      NAIROBI, Nov. 27 (Xinhua) --The government of the Netherlands has decided to increase its funding to the      United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) to boost its efforts in environmental protection and poverty      reduction, the UNEP said here Wednesday. 

      In a statement, UNEP said that funding from the Netherlands will grow from 2.4 million euros (about 2.4      million US dollars) to 6.5 million euros (6.5 million dollars) within three years, adding that this underscores      growing confidence in UNEP's ability to deliver its work activities in an efficient, timely and creative way.      UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer was quoted as saying that he hoped that other key donors would also recognize the vital development role of the organization when they consider their future funding strategies. 

      The new Dutch funds, covering a period of three years starting in December this year, are aimed at the      areas of environment law, environmental assessment, urbanization, energy and water. 

      "The additional funding will strengthen the organization, making it better placed to fulfill its existing roles and      the new responsibilities given it in the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation, agreed at the recent World      Summit on Sustainable Development," he said. 

      Tanya Van Gool, the new Dutch ambassador to Kenya and permanent representative to UNEP, said that      over recent months, her government has been scrutinizing the organization's activities in the light of the      existing and new challenges the world, particularly the developing world, faces. 

      "These challenges are formidable, but we believe UNEP has demonstrated over the past few years that it is      up to the task and that with additional funds, it can and will do even more in delivering prosperity for all,"   she said.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Xinhua

UNEP, African journalists meet on environment 

      NAIROBI, Nov. 27 (Xinhua) --The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) Regional Office for Africa is  holding a three-day workshop in Nairobi with environmental journalists drawn from across the continent. 

      The workshop, from Nov. 26 to 28, intends to capitalize on media's potential to educate, sensitize and foster      a sense of personal responsibility and greater motivation and commitment towards sustainable development.      Eight of these journalists from the Francophone countries and nine from the Anglophone countries are      attending the workshop. 

      A gazette from the United Nations Information Center in Nairobi said on Wednesday that the challenges      before UNEP in Africa today are to deliver awareness building on critical issues facing the continent, enhance people's involvement in sustainable management of the environment, develop and disseminate  relevant responses to the expectations of the African communities. 

      The realization of these challenges requires a strong backing, cooperation and participation from all the      stakeholders, particularly from the media, it added. 

      Speaking of the event, UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said "we are based in Africa and focus many      of our activities on Africa. The 21st century will be a century of Africa."
_____________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

France, Spain Impose Controls on Older Oil Tankers
                      MALAGA, Spain, November 27, 2002 (ENS) - In the wake of the "Prestige" oil  spill, the leaders of Spain and France have placed rigid controls on the  passage of all single-hulled oil tankers more than 15 years old through their 200 mile exclusive economic zones. These ships will be subject to inspection  and will be expelled from French and Spanish waters if it is thought that they  represent a danger. 

                      President José María Aznar of Spain and French President Jacques Chirac announced the new controls at a Franco-Spanish Summit meeting here Tuesday. Provoked by the spill from the oil tanker "Prestige" that is now  fouling the Spanish coast, the two leaders said the new regulations would  take effect today. 

                      President Jacques Chirac of  France (left) and President Jose  Aznar of Spain enter the Palacio                    de la Aduana in Malaga. (Photo courtesy Office of President Aznar)

                      The tanker broke up in  heavy seas November 13 and sank six days later.  The main oil slick now                      covers some 1,000 square  kilometers (386 square  miles), and a new major  slick about 30 kilometers  (20 miles) long has formed above the site of the wreck about 95 kilometers (60  miles) off the Galician coast of Spain. 

                      Fears are growing in France that the winds and tide are pushing the oil  northeast towards the French coast. 

                      "We have decided that enough is enough, that we will take the initiative,"  said French President Jacques Chirac. 

                      He and Spanish President Jose Maria Aznar said all older single-hulled ships  carrying petroleum fuel, tar or asphalt "without devices that control the level  and the pressure of these hydrocarbons" constitute a threat to their coastal waters. 

                      Single-hulled tankers built before 1987 will have to provide information to the  French and Spanish authorities concerning their cargo, destination, operators  and any other information which can affect the transport in question, they said. 

                      Chirac and Aznar said their decision is based on United Nations Article 56 on  Maritime Law. 

                      President Aznar said he has sent a letter outlining seven measures of maritime  security to all European leaders. 

                      The Bahamian owned, Greek  operated Prestige wallows in the  Atlantic before sinking November                      19. (Photo courtesy Xunta da Galicia)

                      The letter contains   proposals to establish a   maritime safety agency, and  to provide full                     compensation for all  damages due to oil spills. 

                      In addition, Aznar said they  propose to move the date for the requirement of double hulled tankers up from 2015, and also improve the inspection of ships. 

                      The letter says it will be necessary to reinforce the mechanisms to control sea  traffic, and to remove uncontrolled territories "which can become paradises"  for shippers that try to evade the new stricter regulations. 

                      Proposals for changes in international maritime law will be developed in an attempt to forestall a repetition of the Prestige disaster. 

                                                        Presidents Aznar and Chirac agree on coastal protection from aging oil tankers. (Photo courtesy Office of President Aznar)

                                                        Expressing solidarity with  the Spanish President on  these maritime safety                                                     issues, President Chirac said they will propose the extension of these  measures to all European countries at the upcoming European Union summit in Copenhagen. 

                      The European Commission is pushing for emergency action by EU member  states to strengthen maritime safety in the wake of the Prestige disaster. A first agreement could be reached as early as next week when EU transport  ministers are due to meet. 

                      Specific measures being sought by Transport and Energy Commissioner Loyola de Palacio include limits on the transport of dangerous goods by sea  within 200 miles of shore and a requirement for heavy fuel oil, which is  particularly polluting, immediately to be carried in double-hulled tankers. 

                      In a letter to all European Union member states, de Palacio has urged  governments to accelerate application of the Erika package, written in  response to the oil spill by the tanker Erika in December 1999 which oiled the Brittany shores of France. 

                      The measures in the Erika package closely parallel the proposals by the  French and Spanish leaders Tuesday - strengthening inspections at ports,  phasing out single-hulled oil tankers, creating a European maritime safety agency, and monitoring traffic in EU waters. Member states must start  implementing these in July 2003. 

Spanish officials examine oil from the "Prestige" on  Barragon beach. (Photo courtesy Government of Spain)

                                                        The "Prestige" initially  spilled about 4,000 tons of  its 77,000 ton (22.4 million                                                       gallon) cargo of heavy fuel oil. It sank with the  remainder on board, and  has since leaked an undetermined number of  tons of oil into Spanish waters. 

                      French Ecology Minister Roselyne Bachelot flew over the spill area Tuesday,  and said France is sending a three person submarine down to a depth of 3,600  meters (1,800 feet) to determine whether or not the "Prestige" is still leaking  oil. This operation is scheduled to start on Sunday. 

                      Some 900 volunteers are now assisting with oiled wildlife rescue efforts, taking oiled birds to a new rehabilitation center in the coastal town of  Pontevedra established this week by the International Fund for Animal                      Welfare and the regional environmental agency Xunta. The volunteers are also helping to clean the heavy fuel oil from the Spanish coast. The latest  figures show that 141 beaches over more than 100 kilometers (62 miles) of                      coastline are affected. 

                      IFAW's Jay Holcomb says the slick could come ashore anywhere along the coast from France in the north to Portugal in the south. “Although it is  heading more towards France," he said, "we have just heard of eight oiled  birds being picked up a long way south of here in Portugal that our volunteers  from there will be bringing to this center, so it is hard to say where problems  may occur at any time." 

                      Some 6,800 Spanish fishermen who made their living from the once pristine  waters must stay in port as the fishing grounds have been closed along 486  kilometers (300 miles) of the Spanish coast. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Snow shows western Canada's warming

               Mount Logan's icy summit hides a centuries-old story By Alex Kirby 

              Scientists in Canada say they have found evidence that  the west of the country has warmed significantly over the last 150 years. 

               They say the evidence comes from a study of snow accumulation on Canada's highest mountain. 

               The build-up of snow they have detected there has  been most marked over the last decade. 

               The scientists say their  findings are consistent  with other research suggesting the Earth is               warming.  Their study, published in  the journal Nature, examines climate change in the region over the last 300 years. 

               The team was led by Professor Kent Moore, a  physicist at the University of Toronto, and  included members from the University of Calgary and the IGBP-Pages (International  Geosphere-Biosphere Programme - Past Global  Changes) office in Switzerland. 

               Recent acceleration 

               The researchers studied the accumulation of snow on Mount Logan in the Yukon territory,               drilling out of a glacier near the peak 5,300  metres (17,400 feet) above sea level a 100-m  ice core. 

               Chemical analysis of the core showed that the average annual snow accumulation had  remained roughly constant from about 1700 to 1850. 

               But from then on there  was a marked increase in accumulation, with  the greatest changes               happening in the last 10 years. 

               Professor Moore said  he believed the increase was associated with a  warming of the atmosphere over  western Canada,  because warmer air held more moisture than could be released in winter as snow. 

               Dr Will Steffen is executive director of the  IGBP. He said the findings were consistent with             much other research around the world. 

               Dr Steffen said: "There is a large and growing body of evidence, including changes in the  cryosphere [the Earth's frozen regions], changes in the timing and pattern of biological activity, and direct measurements of temperature that shows that the Earth is  warming." 

               But some scientists still argue that the  evidence for climate change is too tenuous to  allow any firm conclusions to be drawn. 

               Influential patterns 

               They point, for example, to the discrepancy often found between rising temperatures at  the Earth's surface and unchanging atmospheric temperatures. 

               Professor Moore says  his team's findings  provide the evidence for warming both at  the surface and in the atmosphere. 

               He points to two specific patterns of regional climate variability as possible causes of the warming               he has identified. 

               One is the Pacific-North America Pattern, which associates high pressure and warming over the north-western part of the North American continent with low pressure and cooling over the Pacific. 

               More to come 

               The other is the Pacific Decadal Oscillation, a long-lived El Nino-like pattern of Pacific climate               variability which during the 20th Century  typically persisted for periods of 20 to 30 years. 

               Professor Moore said: "We're seeing evidence  that both of these climate modes have been              intensifying. 

               "This is evidence that the atmosphere in the region has warmed up, and that it's doing it               through an intensification of some natural  modes of climate variability." 

               The study says that if the trend continues  western Canada could see warmer winters and               changes in weather patterns.

______________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Ice Core Evidence of Global Warming in West Canada
                      Wed Nov 27, 2:08 PM ET

!

LONDON (Reuters) - An ice core drilled out of a mountain shows climate change has been occurring in western Canada for the past 150 years, scientists said Wednesday. 

The evidence from the 100-yard core taken from Mount Logan in the Yukon Territory also indicates that the region is due for warmer winters and altered weather patterns. 

An international team of scientists, who did a chemical analysis of the ice core, found the average annual snowfall had been constant for more than 100 years but that it started to increase in 1850, which they believe is a sign of global warming (news - web sites). 

"We argue that this increase in snow accumulation is associated with a warming of the atmosphere over Western Canada," Professor Kent Moore, of the University of Toronto, said in a statement. 

It may seem paradoxical but Moore and his team explained that warmer air holds more  moisture and during the winter it can be released as snow. 

The scientists, whose research is reported in the science journal Nature, said their study provides evidence of higher surface temperatures and atmospheric warming, which point to climate change due to greenhouse gases. 

"We're seeing evidence that both of these climate modes have been intensifying," Moore added. 

Their findings are consistent with earlier research which showed that levels of carbon dioxide, a leading greenhouse gas linked to climate change, also began to rise in Western Canada  around 1850 and were due in part to the Industrial Revolution. 

Moore said studies of global warming trends point the finger of blame at human activity and  he emphasized the need for action to reduce global warming. 

"We need to be serious about this. Kyoto is a start -- I don't know if it's all we have to do. But  for our children and our children's sake, we need to deal with this because we caused this," Moore added. 

Climate experts have warned that global warming will increase the risk of droughts, floods and other natural disasters around the globe. 

The 1997 Kyoto Protocol (news - web sites) on climate change aims to cut greenhouse gas  emissions in the developed world by 2012 to 5.2 percent below 1990 levels. 

But the United States, the world's biggest air polluter, has refused to ratify the treaty because it does not bind developing countries. 

In order for the pact to take effect, it must be approved by states accounting for at least 55  percent of the industrialized world's 1990 gas emissions.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

BBC

Age secrets of little worm
               C. elegans is found naturally in the soil

              By Dr David Whitehouse 

               BBC News Online science editor 

New research suggests that changes in less than 1% of our genes are responsible for the ageing process. 

               Work carried out on nematode worms shows that only a very small number of genes become less efficient as our cells get older. 

               These genes produce proteins that keep the cells working properly and protect them against stress. 

               But when they fail, the effects can be devastating and  this helps explain, on a molecular level, why our bodies  wither. 

               Lifetime of stress 

               Nobody really knows why we get older. Some scientists argue that after an organism passes reproductive age its use to future generations is limited and it just slowly fades away. 

               Other scientists can describe in broad terms how an organism changes as it gets older, but what actually happens to the organism's cells to cause them to behave this way is far from clear. 

               There are several theories of which the most popular is  that as they age, cells become less efficient and less able to rid themselves of waste and toxic products.   Eventually, they are no longer able to work at all  and die. 

               According to James Lund, of Stanford University Medical Center, US, and colleagues, reporting in the journal Current Biology, "ageing can be thought of as a result  of a lifetime of stress and hence genes that are regulated by stress could show age-dependent changes". 

               To look for these possible changes in the genes as an organism gets older, the research team grew batches of  the well-studied nematode worm C. elegans. This was  the first animal to have its genome decoded by science  in 1998. 

               Significant find 

               The worms were allowed to develop to one of six specified ages between three days and 19 days, beyond which few of the organisms would normally survive. 

               Genetic material was then extracted from the  nematodes' cells and placed on DNA microarray chips.               These devices were able to check which of the creatures' 19,626 currently identified genes were active and at               what stages during their lives. 

               The scan showed that over the course of a worm's life,  201 genes changed their pattern of activity. 

               The researchers then divided the 201 genes into two  groups. The first included genes that changed when the worm was young but showed a constant activity later.The other group included genes that changed in the organism's later life. 

               There were 164 genes in the second category. And, of interest to the researchers, this collection included two so-called stress genes - sometimes called heat-shock genes. 

               It was an important observation, says the team,  because there are only 26 known heat-shock genes in               the worm's genome. To find two in the group of 126 is  highly significant, it believes. 

               Age test 

               Proteins made by heat-shock genes have an important  role in folding and shaping other proteins which is essential to their proper function. 

               If the heat-shock proteins do not work properly, there could be an accumulation of malformed, harmful proteins inside a cell that would impair its function and cause it to age. 

               Another suggestion given for why cells age is that they become damaged by so-called free-radicals - highly  reactive molecules that can initiate a range of  undesirable chemical reactions. 

               However, the researchers found no evidence to support  this theory among the genes that change as C. elegans ages. 

               The observation that a relatively small number of genes change over the worm's lifetime is consistent, say the  researchers, with the idea that ageing is caused by  molecular damage that accumulates in the cells until  they - and the organism - dies. 

               Detailed knowledge obtained by probing these genes  may provide the basis for a molecular test to determine  the age of cells. 

               It could also allow for future experiments that interfere with the age-related genes to see if the lifespan of cells can be increased. ________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Fire dies down on tanker stranded in Chinese waters
  HONG KONG - A fire aboard a tanker carrying 20,000 tonnes of combustible gas in Chinese waters appeared to have died down, a Hong Kong rescue official said yesterday. 

  But he warned the danger was not over, and said Chinese maritime authorities were maintaining a no-go radius of 10 nautical miles for passing vessels until they establish there is no risk of the stricken vessel exploding. 

  Strong winds had been blowing the fire away from the cargo hold of the Panamanian-registered Gaz Poem, which ran into trouble about 38  km (24 miles) east of Hong Kong on Sunday. 

  Its 34-member crew abandoned the ship after the fire broke out in the engine room. 

  The immense heat from the blaze and strong waves beat back mainland Chinese firefighters but the fire appeared to be burning itself out  by Monday evening. 

  "Last evening (Tuesday evening), two people (Chinese officials) boarded the ship, we were told the fire had almost died down. However,  light smoke continued to be emitted," said the official who asked not to be identified. 

  "The two were on the deck, not inside the vessel because it is still very hot. The danger is not completely gone." 

  Its cargo of liquefied petroleum gas is highly flammable and is most often used for cooking and heating. If it explodes, it would burn off in  the atmosphere, leaving a huge cloud of smoke but no water pollution, another Hong Kong official said. 

________________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA  (ROA)- NEWS UPDATE

November 28, 2002

Government Warns of December/January Flooding

UN Integrated Regional Information Networks: Democratic Republic of the Congo Health Minister Mashako Mamba warned that the capital, Kinshasa, was at risk from flooding by the River Congo during December 2002 and January 2003 due to expected rainfall. A technical committee has been organized to warn people living along the river to be prepared to move in order to avert a catastrophe, and an evacuation plan has been developed. "The river level has continued to rise at such a rate that we fear it could soon surpass the alert level of 520 meters," said Benoit Kebela, a health ministry official. Officials said the river had already reached the critical level of 423 meters by Monday, with average daily increases of three to five centimeters. "Should current trends continue, we are in danger of even surpassing the level of flooding that caused the displacement of 80,000 Kinshasa residents in 1999," Kebela said. A dozen people died and hundreds of others lost their belongings during those floods.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200211270321.html
Soil Scientists Meet in Mbale, Uganda

New Vision (Kampala): The 20th Conference of the Soil Science Society of East Africa (SSSEA) kicks off on Monday in Mbale. The one-week meeting of soil scientists, farmers, extension workers, students, development agents as well as administrators and policy makers in the region is an annual event that rotates among the three East African countries. "This year's conference is unique in that the theme is an effort to answer the voices that have been sounded from various sectors questioning the contribution of the past and ongoing research and extension efforts to avert soil degradation in light of the wide spread land degradation," says Dr. Moses Tenywa, chairman of SSSEA.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200211270299.html
'Environmental Laws Should Be Revisited'

The Herald (Harare): Some Zimbabwean environmental laws should be revisited to meet demands of regional and global protocols, Environment and Tourism Minister, Cde Francis Nhema, said yesterday. "Our country's environmental laws pre-date independence and some of these are no longer in tune with the way we live and use the environment around us". He  said this when he officially opened a one-day workshop organized by the International Union for the Conservation of Nature to enhance legislators' understanding of environmental issues affecting the country. Issues covered included environmental multilateral agreements, the role of MPs in environmental management and key issues on the Environment Management Act that was passed recently.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200211270597.html
The imminent water supply crisis in Accra

Accra Mail (Accra): The silting up of the Weija Lake. The Ghana Water Company and its predecessor the Ghana Water and Sewerage Corporat6ion have over the years forced the residents and industries of the Accra Tema metropolitan area to live and operate dangerously, that is at the verge of the collapse of the water supply system for the area. The same situation exists in Cape Coast municipality where the Brimso Lake has almost silted up. There has not been any long term planning by the GWCL as expected. The Weija Lake, which was closed in 1975, has been silting up at the rate of 2% a year; this gives it a life span of about 50 years. The lake is already 27 years. There is therefore about 23 years life left in it. But the useful life for water supply purposes is about half the 23-year period because of the difficulty in treating highly eutrophic waters.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200211270440.html
________________________________________________________________________________________

ROE MEDIA UPDATE

UNEP or UN in the news

Nick Nuttall, Head of Media Services, UNEP, Nairobi
New dam-building, mining and road-development schemes should only get the green light after thorough assessments of their impacts on the lives and cultures of indigenous peoples, the head of the United Nations environment arm said here. 

Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme UNEP, said new construction and development projects were no longer allowed without an evaluation of their environmental impacts. 

http://hoovnews.hoovers.com/fp.asp?layout=displaynews&doc_id=NR20021126670.2_3847001c747635a0
General Environment News

Report outlines Russia's deadly pollution

BBC, 25 November: Sixty per cent of Russians live in an environment harmful to their health, according to an official report published on Monday. 

The study, which was carried out by experts working for Russian President Vladimir Putin, also expresses concern over the lack of access to safe drinking water, the decline of agricultural land and poor facilities for dealing with waste. 

Russia's environmental problems are well known. But the survey indicates they are getting worse with no sign of improvement or urgent action from the country's authorities. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/2512697.stm
Political News
Animal Activist Admits Killing Dutch Politician 

AMSTERDAM, Netherlands, November 26, 2002 (ENS) - The killing of Dutch politician Pim Fortuyn that stunned the Netherlands nine days before last May's election has been solvedThe accused killer, animal rights activist Volkert van der Graaf, broke his six month silence last week to tell an investigative judge in the presence of the prosecutor and his defense lawyers that he killed Fortuyn. 

http://ens-news.com/ens/nov2002/2002-11-26-03.asp
__________________________________________________________________________________________

ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS FROM NORTH AMERICAN MEDIA (RONA)

27 November 2002

A Burning Issue About Iraq:  Will Hussein Set Oil Ablaze? Wall Street Journal, 27/11:  As US officials plot scenarios for an invasion of Iraq, they have begun considering how to respond if Saddam Hussein turns his own country's greatest natural resource into a weapon of war. The Kuwaiti experience in 1991 built an experienced global fire-fighting team that remains viable, and the region is awash in equipment used to fight oil-well fires From an ecological and economic standpoint, Kuwait found that such a catastrophe was easier to overcome than first expected.  Long-term environmental damage appears to be far less severe than expected, and Kuwait's oil industry is as strong as ever.  (See http://online.wsj.com/article_print/0,,SB1038349906910223868,00.html)

Saved, or Ruined, by 'White Gold', Washington Post, 27/11:  The Lesotho Highlands Water Project has throttled wild rivers and drowned verdant valleys. Its concrete megadams have flooded out thatched huts, subsistence farms and grazing lands.  And now the project is embroiled in one of the biggest corruption scandals in the checkered history of African development.  In other words, this $8 billion scheme to ship water from the rugged peaks of Lesotho to the industrial heartland of South Africa seems to exemplify the current stereotypes of major dams: massive, expensive, destructive, exploitative and corrosive -- except that the highlands project is also the financial lifeline of this landlocked kingdom, a dynamic source of money, energy and jobs in an otherwise medieval economy. (See http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A43572-2002Nov26.html)

CANADA AND THE KYOTO PROTOCOL:

· Critics complain as PM continues private Kyoto talks with individual premiers, CP/Ottawa Citizen, 27/11 (http://www.canada.com/news/story.asp?id={0724315D-F331-45BA-B006-09F691909991})

· Editorial: Kyoto deserves better, Toronto Star, 27/11 (http://www.thestar.com/NASApp/cs/ContentServer?pagename=thestar/Layout/Article_PrintFriendly&c=Article&cid=1035774837576)
· Ottawa pushes ahead on Kyoto plan, Toronto Star, 27/11 (http://www.thestar.com/NASApp/cs/ContentServer?pagename=thestar/Layout/Article_PrintFriendly&c=Article&cid=1035774841068)
· PM won't budge on Kyoto ratification; 1 January deadline remains, Toronto Globe and Mail, 27/11 (www.globeandmail.com/environment)
· Opposition in no hurry to proceed with Kyoto debate, CBC News, 27/11 (http://cbc.ca/stories/2002/11/26/kyoto021126)
********
__________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           The following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing held by Stephane Dujarric, the Associate

     Spokesman for the Secretary-General, and Richard Sydenham, the Spokesman for the President of the General

     Assembly.

           Briefing by Associate Spokesman for Secretary-General

           **UNMOVIC and IAEA Activities

           Good afternoon.  We’ve just received a report from our colleagues in Baghdad on today’s UNMOVIC and IAEA

     activities, which I will read out in part to you.

           The UNMOVIC and IAEA inspection teams conducted their first weapons inspections today.  They left the

     Canal Hotel, the operations base for the weapons inspectors in Baghdad, at 8:30 a.m (local time).  They were

     accompanied by their Iraqi counterparts.  The IAEA team returned to the operations base at about 12:30 p.m.  The

     UNMOVIC team returned shortly after 5 p.m.

           At the subsequent press briefing, Jacques Baute, the IAEA Iraq Action Team Leader, said that his team had

     visited a facility in northern Baghdad called Al Tahidi (Science Research Centre).  His team was able to complete the

     inspection work it had planned to carry out.

           Dimitri Perricos, the UNMOVIC inspection team leader and Director of the Division of Planning and Operations,

     UNMOVIC, said that his team had visited two sites at Al Rafah, approximately 130 kilometres south-southwest of

     Baghdad.  One was a graphite plant and the other a missile engine testing facility.

           In response to a question, Mr. Baute said that the site his team had visited today was a site previously visited

     more than four years ago.

           Also in response to questions, Mr. Perricos said that the monitoring equipment at the site his team visited had

     all been taken away.  Some were destroyed, but the rest was available at the National Monitoring Directorate (which is

     an Iraqi agency).  “We would be collecting them, but before we reinstall new equipment, we will need to rebaseline the

     site”, he added.

           Asked about the reason for his interest in graphite, Mr. Perricos said that graphite could be used for pencils

     as well as for missile batteries, and that it could be used in the cone of a missile during re-entry.

           The UNMOVIC team currently has 11 inspectors and the IAEA six inspectors.

           **Security Council

           Although we announced yesterday that the Council had finished its scheduled work for this month, they came

     up with a little more to do today.

           After consultations on Afghanistan, the Security Council voted unanimously this morning to adopt a resolution

     to extend the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) for Afghanistan by one year, until December 20, 2003. 

     The Council also welcomed the offer from Germany and the Netherlands to assume jointly, from Turkey, the leadership

     of that Force.

           Yesterday afternoon, following consultations on Liberia, Council President Wang Yingfan of China told the

     press that Security Council members expressed their concerns that Liberian President Charles Taylor’s Government

     continued to violate sanctions, including by importing arms.  They expressed their intention to renew the mandate of

     the expert panel on Liberia for a further period.

           Members of the Council also called on the international community to assist Liberia to alleviate the worsening

     humanitarian crisis in that country.

           **Secretary-General Travels

           On Monday, the Secretary-General will be in Washington to speak to a group of scholars from the Woodrow

     Wilson International Center.  That evening the Secretary-General will be the keynote speaker at a dinner marking the

     100th anniversary of the Pan-American Health Organization.  Embargoed copies of that speech will be available in our

     office later today.  He’s expected to travel back to New York early Tuesday morning.

           **Statement by the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

           The Secretary-General yesterday sent letters to Mr. Clerides, the Greek Cypriot leader, and Mr. Denktash, the

     Turkish Cypriot leader.

           He asked each leader to make known to his Special Adviser, Alvaro de Soto, by Saturday, 30 November 2002,

     their comments, suggestions or requests on his suggested basis for agreement on a comprehensive settlement of the

     Cyprus problem, so as to enable the process to move forward.

           Meanwhile, the Secretary-General has today received a reply from Mr. Denktash to his earlier letter of 11

     November.  This letter is being studied, but it does confirm that Mr. Denktash is prepared to negotiate on the basis of

     the proposals attached to the Secretary-General’s letter of November 11.   

           **Statement on the Bakassi Issue

           The mixed Commission, established by the Secretary-General on November 15 at the request of President

     Paul Biya of Cameroon and President Olusegun Obasanjo of Nigeria to consider ways of following up on the 10

     October ruling of the International Court of Justice, will have its first meeting in Yaounde, Cameroon, as of 1 December

     under the chairmanship of Ahmedou Ould-Abdallah, the Secretary-General’s special representative; Amadou Ali,

     Minister of Justice of Cameroon; and Prince Bola Ajibola, former Minister of Justice and former High Commissioner of

     Nigeria to the United kingdom.  They will head their respective delegations to the Commission.

           **Burundi

           In Geneva today, the transitional Government of Burundi and its development partners are holding a

     round-table conference at which the Government is seeking donor support for its Social Emergency Programme and

     the Secretary-General, in a message, calls on donors to provide the assistance that Burundi needs.

           In his message, which was delivered by his Deputy Special Representative for Burundi, Nureldin Satti, he adds

     that the ceasefire negotiations between the Government and the armed movements have also generated momentum. 

     He says, “It is my hope that those talks, which resumed this week in Dar-Es-Salaam, will lead to concrete results and

     put an end to the long suffering of the Burundi population.”

           We have copies of that statement upstairs.

           **OCHA/Chechnya

           Kenzo Oshima, the United Nations Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief

     Coordinator, issued a statement today in which he expressed his alarm at the prospect of the closing of a camp by

     Russian authorities for internally displaced persons (IDPs) at Aki Yurt, Ingushetia on

     1 December.

           The IDP camp in Aki Yurt is home to well over 1,000 persons displaced by prolonged conflict in the

     neighbouring republic of Chechnya (Russian Federation).  The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs

     (OCHA) says that while the IDPs wish to return to Chechnya, they are reluctant to do so at this point because of

     insecurity in the Republic and the lack of shelter, basic services, and economic opportunities there.

           The statement also noted the United Nations continued commitment to dialogue with the Russian authorities

     on this and other humanitarian issues related to Chechnya.  We have a press release with more details available

     upstairs.

           **Lecture Series of the Secretary-General

           The third lecture in the lecture series of the Secretary-General will take place next Tuesday, December 3. 

     Professor Nebojsa Nakicenovic, Project Leader at International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis and Professor at

     the Technical University of Vienna, and Dr. Rajendra K. Pachauri, Director-General of Tata Energy Research Institute

     and Chairman of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, will be speaking on “The Interface Between Energy

     and Climate Change”.

           The lecture is open to all delegates, staff and members of civil society affiliated with the United Nations.  The

     series is focused on topics at the forefront of both the humanities and natural sciences.

           **Press Releases

           We have a press release from the United Nations Environment Programme with a statement by Executive

     Director Klaus Töpfer on the loss of the vessel ‘Prestige’ off the coast of north Spain.  He says the accident reminds

     us that people living on coasts near major shipping routes and who rely on the natural environment for their livelihoods

     pay a high price when such accidents occur.  Töpfer welcomes the efforts of the International Maritime Organization to

     bring double-hull tankers to replace single-hull vessels and says the timetable for the phasing of them in should be

     reviewed.

           The Committee on Economic, Cultural and Social Rights yesterday afternoon adopted a General Comment on

     water as a human right.  General Comment No.

     15 notes that over 1 billion people lack basic access to a safe water supply, while several billion lack access to

     adequate sanitation.  It says that water is a limited natural resource and a public commodity fundamental to life and

     health and States have a duty to provide access to water, without discrimination.  We have two press releases with

     more information.

           **The Week Ahead at the United Nations

           Sunday, December 1

           Colombia will replace China in the Presidency of the Security Council.

           In Yaoundé, Cameroon, the 13-member mixed commission chaired by the Secretary-General’s Special

     Representative for West Africa, Ahmedou Ould Abdallah, will meet to discuss the Cameroon-Nigeria border.

           Today is the official date of World AIDS Day.

           Monday, December 2

           In Washington, D.C., the Secretary-General is to meet with the fellows of the Woodrow Wilson Center and to

     speak at the 100th anniversary ceremony of the Pan American Health Organization.

           New Security Council President Alfonso Valdivieso of Colombia is expected to hold bilateral talks with other

     Council members on its programme of work for December.

           The Secretary-General’s report to the Security Council on the UN Mission in Angola is expected in the early

     part of the week.

           This is the International Day for the Abolition of Slavery.

           Tuesday, December 3

           The UN Population Fund (UNFPA) will launch its State of the World Population 2002 report.  The report will be

     launched at a 10 a.m. press conference by Stirling Scruggs, Director of the UNFPA Information and External Relations

     Division, and by Jeffrey Sachs, Special Adviser to the Secretary-General.

           The third lecture in the Secretary-General’s lecture series will be held on “The Interface between Energy and

     Climate Change”, with Professor Nebojsa Nakicenovic of the Technical University of Vienna and Rajendra Pachauri,

     Chairman of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, to speak.

           This is the International Day of Disabled Persons.

           Thursday, December 5

           Today is Eid Holiday, and UN Headquarters in New York will be closed.

           This is the International Volunteer Day for Economic and Social Development.

           Friday, December 6

           The Secretary-General is expected to attend the presentation of the Candlelight Award to Maurice Strong and

     Jim McNeill.

           **Questions & Answers

           Question:  In relation to the letter you received from Mr. Denktash.  Is there any reaction to the Turkish

     television report which quoted Mr. Denktash this morning as saying that the territorial proposals in the

     Secretary-General’s plan were unacceptable and scandalous?

           Associate Spokesman:  I won’t comment on any reports that may have been made to Turkish radio.  The

     letter was just received and it’s being studied in depth.  But, it does appear from the letter that Mr. Denktash is

     prepared to negotiate on the basis of the proposal.

           Question:  That meant, at least, it was not a comment on the plan?

           Associate Spokesman:  No, if you’ll recall when the Secretary-General had first come out with the proposal he

     had asked for initial reaction on whether or not this plan was a basis for negotiation.  The letter from Mr. Denktash

     today is a response to the Secretary-General’s earlier letter.  We’ve now gone back to both Mr. Clerides and Mr.

     Denktash and asked for substantive comments and remarks and suggestions on the plan.  So we await those

     answers.

           Question:  Will you be publishing those answers?

           Associate Spokesman:  Well, let’s first get the answers and I’ll let you know what happens.

           Question:  Is Mr. Denktash in agreement with the timetable the Secretary-General has set on his plan?

           Associate Spokesman:  The only information I have from the letters is that he’s prepared to negotiate on the

     basis of the plan.  As for any more details, I don’t have anything on that.

           Question:  I understand that the Secretary-General may have sent the letters yesterday and the answer of Mr.

     Denktash arrived a while ago.  Why does the Secretary-General, before he gets a reply from both sides, decide to

     send letters?  Is there any change or adjustment in the process?

           Associate Spokesman:  There’s no adjustment.  The request the Secretary-General put out was for more

     substantive comments on the plan.

           Question:  But he doesn’t have any comments from one of the sides.

           Associate Spokesman:  The important thing is that we now have an answer from Mr. Denktash saying he is

     willing to move forward, to negotiate on the basis of the plan.  The vagaries of the mail and the exchange of letters and

     dates are not very important now.  The important thing is that we have answers from both Mr. Clerides and Mr.

     Denktash saying they’re willing to move forward on negotiations on the plan and now we’ve gone back to them and

     asked for more substantive remarks.  And we await those remarks.

           Question:  Have you received any response from Israeli officials regarding the killing of United Nations staff in

     Jenin?

           Associate Spokesman:  We have not received anything here to my knowledge, but I will check.

           Question:  According to the full statement of the activities of the inspectors, it says Mr. Konkos said thatthe

     monitoring equipment at the site his team visited had all been taken away.  Yet, there were two sites his team visited,

     so which one was it that the equipment had been taken away?

           Associate Spokesman:  I’d have to ask you to call IAEA on that.  I don’t have the full text.  Call UNMOVIC. 

     I’m sorry, I read almost everything I received from them.

           Question:  Concerning the two sides, is there any report? Are the inspectors surprised or not?

           Associate Spokesman:  I don’t have any information and the important thing is not to qualify each inspection

     on a daily basis.  Let’s wait and hear when the IAEA and UNMOVIC make reports to the Security Council.

           Question:  Do they have to report to the Security Council before going to the press?

           Associate Spokesman:  Their main responsibility is to report to the Security Council.

           Question:  Does the Secretary-General think it is necessary to have both sides here, Mr. Denktash and Mr.

     Clerides, for negotiations?  And if yes, when?

           Associate Spokesman:  No, I have no information on that.

           Question:  Does the Secretary-General still think that he has enough time until December 12?

           Associate Spokesman:  Time is very important on this.  The clock is obviously ticking and we’ve gone through

     the first positive initial responses, so we’d like to move ahead.  And, as he says, he’d like to receive comments by

     November 30.

           Question:  Do you have anything on yesterday’s meeting between Mr. de Soto and the Turkish Foreign

     Minister.

           Associate Spokesman:  No, I don’t have any information except that they met. Mr. de Soto is on his way in

     Ankara already now and that’s part of the regional consultations we’d announced that would take place following the

     meeting between the Secretary-General and Mr. de Soto in The Hague.  That’s it.  Any other question?  Thank you.

           Briefing by Spokesman for President of General Assembly

           Good afternoon.

           The General Assembly plenary this morning completed consideration of the report of the Economic and Social

     Council (ECOSOC), which was introduced by the

     President of ECOSOC, Ivan Simonovic, with three other speakers.  And following adjournment of this meeting,

     President Kavan chaired the fifth meeting of the open-ended informal consultations of the plenary on United Nations

     reform.

           The Second Committee is taking action on draft resolutions on industrial development cooperation; economies

     in transition; the United Nations decade for the eradication of poverty; and the United Nations University.

           And, the Fifth Committee is taking action on a long list of draft resolutions under theprogramme budget for

     2002-2003; review of the efficiency of the administrative and financial functioning of the United Nations; and financing of

     the United Nations Mission in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

           Tomorrow is a holiday.  No meetings of the General Assembly or committees are expected.  Looking ahead to

     Friday, the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People will hold a solemn meeting

     at

     10:30 a.m. in the Trusteeship Council Chamber, on the occasion of the International Day of Solidarity with the

     Palestinian People.

           And, in the afternoon, the General Assembly plenary starts debate on the question of Palestine with some 32

     speakers inscribed so far.  Any questions? 

           Have a good holiday.  Thank you.

                                              * *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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In wake of oil tanker sinking, UN environment official calls for strict liability system

*
New UN publication warns of severe hardship for millions of workers in Asia

* * * *

Iraq

27 November – After a nearly four-year interruption, United Nations arms inspectors resumed their probe into Iraq’s weapons programme today, visiting three sites outside Baghdad.

Inspectors from the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), which is responsible for investigating Iraq’s nuclear programme, visited a science research centre in northern Baghdad and were able to complete their work as planned, with access to what they wanted to see and full cooperation from the Iraqis, according to a spokesman for the Agency.

“We’re hopeful that today’s cooperation reflects a future pattern on the part of Iraq,” IAEA spokesman Mark Gwozdecky told UN Radio.

The spokesman stressed that inspectors had the right to choose the days and times, as well as the sites, for inspections, and were not limiting themselves to those that were previously investigated during the 1990s.

“We’re not excluding inspections at any site, and that means we will be visiting sites that we previously visited in the 1990s, plus new ones,” Mr. Gwozdecky said. “Today, for example, the site we visited was not directly involved in the past nuclear weapons programme, so again, we’re prepared to go anywhere at any time.”

Meanwhile, the team of inspectors from the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) visited two sites – a graphite plant and a missile engine testing facility – at Al Rafah, approximately 130 kilometres southwest of Baghdad.

UNMOVIC inspection team leader Dimitri Perricos told reporters afterwards that the site his group visited today had been inspected in the past. Asked about the reason for his interest in graphite, Mr. Perricos said that graphite could be used for pencils as well as for missile batteries, and that it could be used in the cone of a missile during re-entry.

* * *

Afghanistan

27 November – With the situation in Afghanistan still constituting a threat to global peace and security, the United Nations Security Council today authorized the extension of the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) in the country until 20 December 2003.

In a unanimously adopted resolution, the Council authorized ISAF to take “all necessary measures” to fulfil its mandate. It also called on Member States to contribute personnel, equipment and other resources to the Force, and to make contributions to the Trust Fund established under a previous resolution that defined the Force’s authorization.

The Council also welcomed a joint letter from the Foreign Ministers of Germany and the Netherlands to UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan expressing the willingness of their countries to jointly assume from Turkey the lead in commanding the Force.

ISAF’s establishment was initially called for in the Bonn Agreement, which forms the basis for Afghanistan’s political transition, to assist in the maintenance of security for Kabul and its surrounding areas until new Afghan security and armed forces are fully constituted and functioning. 

* * *

Cyprus


27 November – The United Nations Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, has contacted the Greek Cypriot leader, Glafcos Clerides, and the Turkish Cypriot leader, Rauf Denktash, seeking their reactions to his plan on Cyprus.

Mr. Annan asked each leader to communicate to his Special Adviser, Alvaro de Soto, by Saturday “their comments, suggestions or requests on his suggested basis for agreement on a comprehensive settlement of the Cyprus problem, so as to enable the process to move forward,” a spokesman for the Secretary-General said today in a press statement.

Stephane Dujarric also told reporters in New York that the Secretary-General today received a reply from Mr. Denktash to his earlier letter of 11 November. “The letter is being studied, but it does confirm that Mr. Denktash is prepared to negotiate on the basis of the proposals attached to the Secretary-General’s letter of 11 November,” he said.

* * *

Bakassi peninsula


27 November – A panel established by United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan to deal with the dispute between Cameroon and Nigeria over the Bakassi peninsula will hold its first meeting on Sunday, a UN spokesman announced today. 

The mixed commission, which was established by the Secretary-General on 15 November at the request of President Paul Biya of Cameroon and President Olusegun Obasanjo of Nigeria, will consider ways of following up on the 10 October ruling of the International Court of Justice (ICJ), which essentially awarded Cameroon rights to the oil-rich peninsula.

Two weeks after the Court ruled, Nigeria said in a position paper that the judgment did not consider “fundamental facts” about the Nigerian inhabitants of the territory, whose “ancestral homes” the ICJ has now adjudged to be in Cameroonian territory.

During meetings with the two leaders earlier this month in Geneva, it was agreed that the mixed commission – to be chaired by Mr. Annan’s Special Representative, Ahmedou Ould-Adballah – would consider all the implications of the ICJ’s decision, including the need to protect the rights of the affected populations in both countries.

The 1 December meeting will be held in the capital of Cameroon, Yaoundé, and that country’s delegation will be headed by its Justice Minister, Amadou Ali. Nigeria’s team will be led by Prince Bola Ajibola, the country’s former Justice Minister and former High Commissioner to the United Kingdom.

* * *

Burundi

27 November – External assistance will be crucial to helping Burundi meet its emergency and administrative needs during the country’s political transition, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said in a message today to a donors’ conference in Geneva.

“This meeting offers an opportunity to once again demonstrate the commitment of the international community to helping the people of Burundi leave behind an era of great misery and upheaval, and turn their attention to the essential work of recovery, reconciliation and economic and social development,” Mr. Annan told the Round-Table Conference in a message delivered by his Deputy Special Representative for Burundi, Nureldin Satti. 

The Secretary-General called on donors to provide assistance to meet Burundi’s emergency needs and to close its budget gap and balance of payments deficit. He hailed those that have made good on past pledges to help the country, and urged others to follow their example.

“Your discussion takes place at a time when prospects for peace are emerging and when the Transitional Government is implementing an important economic and social recovery programme,” Mr. Annan emphasized, calling for continued international support for “these and other steps towards resolving a very complex and volatile situation.”


Reviewing recent political developments in the country, the Secretary-General said ceasefire talks between the Government and the armed movements have generated momentum. “It is my hope that those talks, which resumed this week in Dar-Es-Salaam, will lead to concrete results and put an end to the long suffering of the Burundi population,” he said.

* * *

Russian Federation 

27 November – The United Nations Emergency Relief Coordinator today voiced his alarm at reported plans by Russian authorities to close a camp for internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Ingushetia this weekend.

A statement released in New York said Kenzo Oshima is concerned for the welfare of over 1,000 persons living in Aki Yurt who fled prolonged conflict in the neighbouring republic of Chechnya, Russian Federation.

Camp residents wish to return to Chechnya, but they are reluctant to do so now because of insecurity in the republic and the lack of shelter, basic services, and economic opportunities there, according to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs.

“Returns can only be considered voluntary if no risk exists to returnees’ life, safety, liberty, or health,” Mr. Oshima said. “IDPs considering return must be given options, including the possibility of staying in their current place of sojourn or resettling in other parts of the Russian Federation of their choice.”

The Emergency Relief Coordinator called on the authorities to make “all possible efforts” to ensure that IDPs participate fully, based on sufficient and accurate information, in the planning of their own return or resettlement.

He also noted the UN’s continued commitment to dialogue with the Russian authorities on this and other humanitarian issues related to Chechnya.

The UN is currently providing protection and assistance to over 1 million displaced people in Ingushetia and Chechnya.  Insecurity in the region runs high, while years of conflict have destroyed much of the area’s capacity to shelter people, leaving scarce opportunity for economic activity. 

In response, UN agencies are seeking $34 million from donors for protection and assistance activities in 2003.

* * *

UNEP

27 November – The head of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) today called for a “stringent and demanding” liability system to encourage ship owners and masters to comply with higher standards and regulations in response to the break-up and sinking last week of an oil tanker off the coast of Spain.

Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said the tragic loss of the Prestige on 19 November has again “brought into sharp focus the environmental and economic issues surrounding the world’s primary energy source, namely oil.”

The incident “reminds us that it is the people living on the coasts of major tanker and shipping routes and relying on the natural environment for their livelihoods who pay the price when such accidents occur,” he said.

The latest tanker disaster must also mark a new and renewed effort to minimize the risks and to “properly price the environment within the costs of oil transportation,” Mr. Toepfer said, noting that too many ships carrying potentially hazardous cargoes have operated with poorly trained crews and that some of the vessels are of an age and specification that also “brings cause for concern.”

“It is clear to me that the price of petrol and diesel at the filling station pump is not reflecting the true environmental costs of oil,” he said.

The UNEP chief welcomed efforts by the UN International Maritime Organization (IMO) to bring in “double-hull” tankers to replace the single-hull ones, which are more vulnerable in the event of a collision or accident, and called for a review of the timetable for phasing-in the stronger vessels.

Mr. Toepfer also noted that UNEP has developed a network of regional seas agreements, under which neighbouring countries have agreed to jointly protect their common marine and coastal environments, and said that he will be asking the agency’s experts to review the measures to see where they could be strengthened.

* * *

Asia-Pacific

27 November – Five years after the 1997 financial crisis, many workers in Southeast Asia are just one paycheque away from extreme poverty, according to a new publication by the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP).

“Protecting Marginalized Groups During Economic Downturn: Lessons From the Asian Experience,” warns that another financial crisis – or sudden economic downturn – could result in more severe hardship for millions of people across the region, especially for those in the so-called “informal sector,” many of whom are self-employed.

With the Southeast Asia still recovering from the economic shock that accompanied the sudden devaluation of regional currencies, the people worst affected continue to be individuals toward the bottom of the socio-economic ladder, ESCAP said.

Many countries in the region still have few or no social safety nets, like unemployment benefits, and this disadvantaged group would suffer most during the onset of a fresh and rapid recession, depression, or currency devaluation. The main fear is job loss due to downsizing or restructuring.

The study, conducted in Indonesia, the Republic of Korea and Thailand, also finds that most of the programmes introduced following the last financial crisis did not benefit persons who lost jobs in the urban formal sector, which is especially vulnerable to fluctuations in the economy and competitive pressure. Women are affected disproportionately.

Aggravating the situation is the pattern of shifting production centres, according to changes in competitive and comparative advantages across the region, further perpetuating the boom-and-bust cycle. The revolution in information and communication technologies and a freer flow of goods, services and technologies further exacerbate the situation.

The publication advises governments to act now to avoid the socio-economic turmoil that a fresh downturn or crisis could cause by initiating longer-term public works programmes and creating national unemployment insurance schemes as well as microcredit facilities for the unemployed.

It also recommends information and counselling centres for small- and medium-sized enterprises, and further encouragement of the long-standing Asian tradition of developing networks of families, friends and communities.

* *** *



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "Plants" ��Xinhua - UN agencies launch project to conserve African plants�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Funding" ��Xinhua - Netherlands increases funding to UNEP�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Journalists" ��Xinhua  -  UNEP, African journalists meet on environment� 
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