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Birmingham Post

November 27, 2003, Thursday

HEADLINE: URGENT PLEA FOR POUNDS 15M TO SAVE GREAT APES

Conservationists urgently need pounds 15 million to save great apes from the threat of extinction, the

      United Nations said yesterday.

      The UN cultural and environmental agencies said the money was also needed to establish areas where ape

      populations could stabilise and increase their numbers. Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the United

      Nations Environment Programme, said that the sum was a minimum -'the equivalent of providing a dying

      man with bread and water'.

      'The clock is standing at one minute to midnight for the great apes, animals that share more than 96 per

      cent of their DNA with humans,' he said in a statement released at the opening of a meeting on great apes

      in Paris.

      'If we lose any great ape species we will be destroying a bridge to our own origins, and with it part of our

      own humanity,' he added.

      UNEP and UNESCO, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation, said that every

      great ape species -gorillas, chimpanzees, bonobos and orang-utans -faced a high risk of extinction.

      Growing human populations, wars, meat poaching, trade in live animals and destruction of forests were the

      main reasons for declines in populations.

      In Senegal, only between 200 and 400 wild chimpanzees exist. In Ghana, there are between 300 to 500 left,

      and Guinea Bissau has less than 200 chimps. Research shows that chimpanzee populations have already

      disappeared from Benin, Gambia and Togo.

      Koichiro Matsuura, UNESCO director-general, said another priority was the forests the apes live in, which

      provide food, water and medicine.

      The meeting in Paris on UNESCO and UNEP's joint Great Apes Survival Project brings together

      representatives from nations with great ape populations, donor countries, and conservation groups.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Gold Coast Bulletin (Australia)

November 27, 2003 Thursday

CLOCK IS TICKING;

      D-Day for the great apes

AT least $35 million is needed to save great apes such as gorillas and chimpanzees from the threat of

      extinction, says a United Nations official.

      "The clock is standing at one minute to midnight for the great apes, animals that share more than 96 per

      cent of their DNA with humans," said Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the United Nations

      Environmental Program.

      "$25 million is the bare minimum we need, the equivalent to providing a dying man with bread and water," he

      said before a three-day international conference on the great apes in Paris yesterday.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

The Herald (Glasgow)

November 27, 2003

Great apes face extinction within 50 years;Minimum of (pounds) 15m needed to save their  ecosystems

      BYLINE: Allan Laing

      BODY:

      IT is, says Klaus Toepfer, the equivalent of providing a dying man with bread and water.

      The executive director of the United Nations Environmental Programme reckons they need at least

      (pounds) 15m to save the great apes from becoming extinct within, at best, 50 years.

      "The clock is standing at one minute to midnight," he warned at the start of a crisis conference in Paris

      yesterday. 

      Lose the great apes and you lose more than simply a species from the planet, tragic though that may be.

      You lose a unique bridge to both our own origins and to the natural world.

      Koichiro Matsuura, Unesco's director general, explained: "The forests they inhabit are a vital resource for

      humans everywhere and, for local people in particular, a key source of food, water, medicine, as well as a

      place of spiritual, cultural, and economic value.

      "Saving the great apes and the ecosystems they inhabit is not just a conservation issue but a key action in

      the fight against poverty." However, mankind is killing them - through war, disease, deforestation, poaching

      and the live animal trade.

      The great apes, some of which share more than 96% of their DNA with humans, are among the world's most

      endangered species.

      This week's conference, attended by UN leaders, representatives from the countries the apes inhabit,

      wildlife agencies, and environmentalists, was told the key to survival was the establishment of protection

      areas and the promotion of drastic conservation measures. At the very least, this would cost (pounds) 15m.

      There are four main types of great ape: the gorilla, chimpanzee, orang-utan, and bonobo. All are under

      serious threat of extinction. The two United Nations agencies, Unep and Unesco, intend to develop a global

      conversation strategy at the meeting and prepare an intergovernmental conference for late next year.

      It is estimated that less than 10% of the great apes' remaining forest habitat in Africa will be left relatively

      undisturbed by 2030 if building of roads and other infrastructure continues at today's pace, according to a

      recent Unep report.

      In Senegal, for example, only 200 to 400 wild chimpanzees exist. In Ghana, there are 300 to 500 left, and

      Guinea-Bissau has fewer than 200 chimps. Research shows chimpanzee populations have already

      disappeared from Benin, Gambia, and Togo. Orang-utans in south-east Asia could have almost no relatively

      undisturbed habitat left by 2030.

      Since a UN-co-ordinated plan for the apes - the Great Apes Survival Project (Grasp) - was launched in

      2001, 16 of the 23 great ape range states have started to apply new conservation measures, creating safe

      areas where the animals can stabilise and breed. The conference organisers hope to revive the project and

      expand these initiatives.

      The project has the backing of many leading conservationists, including Jane Goodall, the primatologist, and

      Richard Leakey, the palaeoanthropologist.

      Thousands of orang-utans in Asia have been killed or driven from their forests by illegal logging operations.

      In Africa, thousands more gorillas, chimpanzees, and bonobos have been slaughtered as bushmeat or slain as

      hunting trophies. Many, too, have been the collateral damage of war in central Africa while others have died

      from disease, such as ebola.

      One possible answer is great ape tourism. In areas such as Uganda's Bwindi and Kibale Forest national parks,

      the apes are an important source of revenue, worth more alive than dead.

      However, even those living in the relative safety of the parks have been harmed because the wardens and

      rangers lack the means to protect them.

      GRAPHIC: DYING BREED: Thousands of orang-utans in south-east Asia have been killed or driven from their  forests by illegal logging and it is feared they could have almost no relatively undisturbed habitat left by

      2030 . Picture: Waltraud Grubitzsch/EPA

_________________________________________________________________________________________

 The Guardian - Final Edition

November 27, 2003

Letter: An exciting organ

I read that the head of the UN environment programme has appealed for $ 25m to save the world's great

      apes (Countdown to extinction for world's great apes, November 26) and that the US defence budget stands

      at $ 401.3bn, excluding $ 150bn special appropriations (Leader, November 26). Could the UN estimate the

      cost of saving humankind from extinction?

      Peter Hardwick

      Clitheroe, Lancs

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Agence France Presse

November 27, 2003 Thursday 6:28 AM Eastern Time

Coral reef disappearance threatens Nemo

      BYLINE: MARIE-PIERRE FEREY

      DATELINE: PARIS, Nov 27

      BODY:

      Finding Nemo, the world's best-known clown fish, may become harder than ever if the coral reefs that house

      his species continue to disappear at current alarming rates, marine ecologists say.

      Twelve million pieces of living coral and 20 million tropical fish are sold each year to decorate aquariums, part  of a trade which could wipe out the planet's 600,000 square kilometres (240,000 square miles) of reefs -- a

      total area larger than France -- within decades, the experts warn.

      Tropical fish sales have boomed by 20 percent in the United States since the success of Disney's summer

      blockbuster "Finding Nemo", this year's highest-grossing movie. 

      The film, which Disney expects to become the biggest selling DVD ever, recounts the adventures of Marlin, a

      red-and-white striped clown fish who crosses the Pacific Ocean to rescue his son Nemo after he is caught

      by divers and taken to an aquarium in a dentist's surgery in Sydney, Australia.

      "The film is a wonderful opportunity to get people to love the sea," said Stephane Henard, director of

      Nausicaa marine life centre at Boulogne, on the Atlantic coast of France.

      But he cautioned that the movie contained numerous errors and depicted the seas as far less polluted and

      dangerous than they really are.

      Pollution, commercial fishing and tourism have already damaged 10 percent of the coral reefs beyond repair

      and 40 percent are in danger, Henard said.

      Henard, quoting this year's report on the state of the oceans by the UN Environment Programme

      (UNEP), said the annual trade in tropical fish was worth between 200 and 330 million dollars, but 95 percent

      of fish were taken in the wild, often by methods which damage the reefs.

      These include explosives or poisons such as sodium cyanide, which stun the fish and make it easier to

      capture them.

      Fish which have been bred in captivity usually cost up to 30 percent more than wild fish, but have the

      advantage of being free of parasites and already accustomed to life in an aquarium, Henard said.

      In addition to fish and coral, some 10 million marine plants such as sea anemonies also find their way each

      year to doctors' waiting rooms, restaurants and private homes, 85 percent of them in the United States,

      UNEP figures show.

      mpf/rh/cml

      Lifestyle-film-Nemo-environment

__________________________________________________________________________________________

To:
"Bisset Robert" <robert.bisset@unep.fr>

Subject:
Le Figaro (AFP story) - Le monde de Nemo se meurt

Le Figaro

Le monde de Nemo se meurt

PARIS (AFP) - "Nemo", le poisson-clown du film d'animation des studios Pixar et Disney qui sort en France cette semaine, existe bel et bien, mais peut-être plus pour longtemps: les rivages coralliens qui l'abritent se dégradent à toute vitesse, selon les spécialistes des fonds marins. 

"Si on ne change rien, les 600.000 km2 de coraux de la planète seront morts d'ici quelques dizaines d'années", met en garde le Centre National de la mer qui gère l'aquarium Nausicaa à Boulogne-sur-mer (Pas-de-Calais). 

10% des récifs coralliens sont déjà irrémédiablement condamnés, et 40% sont en danger. Principal responsable du massacre: l'homme, à travers la pêche, le tourisme, les pollutions, mais aussi les prélèvements "sauvages" qui alimentent les aquariums d'Europe et des Etats-Unis. 

L'audience du film de Disney offre "une occasion formidable de faire aimer la mer", remarque Stéphane Henard, responsable de l'aquarium Nausicaa. Sauf si l'engouement des enfants se traduit par une ruée irraisonnée sur les aquariums. 

Aux Etats-Unis, le succès de "Finding Nemo" l'été dernier s'est accompagné d'une hausse de 20% des ventes de poissons tropicaux, selon le Programme des Nations Unies pour l'environnement (PNUE) et le Marine Aquarium Council. 

Or, "95% des poissons vendus dans le commerce sont aujourd'hui prélevés dans le monde sauvage", relève Stéphane Henard. Il existe des méthodes "douces", comme le prélèvement de larves qui sont ensuite élevées en aquarium, mais elles sont malheureusement très minoritaires. 

La plupart des poissons sont prélevés adultes, avec des pertes très importantes à la fois pendant la pêche et pendant le transport. La pêche à l'explosif (en Afrique de l'est) et la pêche au cyanure de sodium (en Asie), qui facilite la prise des poissons tropicaux en les paralysant, font des ravages sur l'environnement. 

20 millions de poissons tropicaux de 1.471 espèces différentes sont prélevés chaque année dans les océans pour alimenter les aquariums en Europe et surtout (85%) aux Etats-Unis, selon le rapport 2003 du Centre de conservation du PNUE (UNEP-WCMC). 

10 millions d'espèces vivantes comme les anémones de mer, et 12 millions de morceaux de coraux vivants sont également vendus tous les ans pour décorer des aquariums chez les médecins, dentistes, restaurateurs ou chez les particuliers. 

Ce commerce fructueux pèse 200 à 330 millions de dollars par an. "La profession tend à se moraliser sous l'action d'organismes comme le Marine Aquarium council", explique M.Henard. "On peut aujourd'hui posséder un aquarium sans être un fossoyeur de la planète", ajoute-t-il. 

Le "MAC", une association basée à Hawai, tente de mettre de l'ordre dans le commerce aquariophile, en accordant un label aux fournisseurs respectueux de l'environnement. Il est malheureusement peu présent en Europe. 

Le commerçant doit obligatoirement fournir la provenance du poisson vendu. Un poisson d'élevage coûte 20 à 30% plus cher, mais sera plus solide car exempt de parasites et adapté à la captivité. 

Encore plus simple: aller voir Nemo et ses amis dans un vrai grand aquarium. Ceux qui sont membres de l'Union des conservateurs d'aquariums de France (Nausicaa, Océanopolis à Brest, le Musée Aquarium de la Porte Dorée à Paris, l'aquarium de La Rochelle notamment) se sont engagés dans une démarche de sensibilisation à l'environnement.

 __________________________________________________________________________________________

Associated Press Worldstream

November 27, 2003 Thursday 6:42 AM Eastern Time

Chemicals treaty to come into force in February

A United Nations treaty designed to give governments the right to stop imports of potentially hazardous

      chemicals will come into force on Feb. 24 next year, the world body said Thursday.

      Armenia on Wednesday became the 50th country to ratify the Rotterdam Convention, triggering the 90-day

      countdown for the treaty to come into operation.

      The Rotterdam Convention provides a list of 27 chemicals - including DDT, Lindane and mercury compounds -

      that exporters cannot sell internationally without the express permission of the importing country. Another

      five have been flagged for inclusion in the near future. 

      "Thanks to the Rotterdam Convention, we now have an effective system in place for avoiding many of the

      deadly mistakes made in past decades when people were less aware of the dangers of toxic chemicals," said

      Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the United Nations Environment Program.

      The Rotterdam Convention was negotiated in 1998 to give a quick, easy way for nations, especially

      developing ones, to assess the hazards of chemicals and pesticides and decide whether to permit their

      import. The United States has signed the treaty but has yet to ratify it, so will not be bound by the accord

      when it comes into force.

      Some 70,000 chemicals are available on the market today, and around 1,500 new ones are introduced every

      year, UNEP said.

      Many pesticides that have been banned or whose use has been severely restricted in industrialized countries

      are still marketed and used in developing countries.

      Last week, environmental groups were outraged when proposals to add white asbestos, or chrysotile, to the

      list of substances covered by the treaty were blocked by a group of countries led by major asbestos

      producers Russia and Canada.

      The Canadian government, which unlike Russia has ratified the treaty, insisted that it had made no decision

      yet and simply wanted more time to study the proposal.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Financial Gazette

PRIVATE
Reprieve for asbestos producers 

Zhean Gwaze 
11/27/2003 8:30:53 AM (GMT +2)

ZIMBABWEAN asbestos firms were this week given a reprieve after efforts spearheaded by the European Union to establish strict rules limiting the international trade in the product failed.



Other News 

The meeting, called by United Nations officials in Geneva to press for the inclusion of chrysotile asbestos under the list of toxic substances, failed to bear fruit after key producers Canada and Russia resisted. 

Scientists say chrysotile, which represents 94 percent of world asbestos consumption, is a major agent of cancer and other fatal diseases because of its fibres which can stick to lung linings when inhaled. 

However, new scientific evidence indicates that risks associated with the use of the asbestos mined in Zimbabwe are very minimal. 

National Chrysotile Asbestos Task Force (NCATF) secretary, Regis Nyamakanga, confirmed that a meeting was held in Geneva last week regarding the Rotterdam Convention and that of concern to the chrysotile asbestos industry was the proposed inclusion of chrysotile on the list of hazardous substances. 

"After presentations from Canada, Russia, South Africa, Ukraine, India and Zimbabwe, the meeting accepted to defer the decision to add chrysotile asbestos on the list of hazardous substances because there was no scientific basis for doing so. 

"Present scientific facts show that chrysotile asbestos fibre can be used in current applications without affecting workers’ health and at low dust levels is totally dissipated from the lungs unlike many other supposedly safe substitute fibres," he said. 

The Food Agriculture Organisation (FAO) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) administer the Rotterdam Convention, which is expected to come into force early next year. Fifty countries are signatories to the convention. 

Once the convention becomes effective, signatory countries are required to abide by Prior Informed Consent procedures before trading in any of the substances listed under the convention. 

Chrysotile has been banned in the 15-nation EU and many other countries including the United States, Brazil, Argentina and Egypt who restrict its use. 

The anti-asbestos lobby reached a crescendo during last year’s World Summit on Sustainable Development held in South Africa. 

Zimbabwe is the main African producer of chrysotile asbestos fibre and one of the largest manufacturers of asbestos cement products in Africa alongside Nigeria, Zambia and Mozambique. It is the fifth largest producer of fibre in the world after Russia, Canada, China and Brazil. 

This development comes on the heels of a successful meeting of producers and users held in India early this month where a strategy was agreed on how best to confront the anti-asbestos lobby. 

Mutumwa Mawere, the chairman of Africa Resources Limited, who attended the India meeting, underscored the need for stakeholders to work together to defend the chrysotile asbestos industry. 

"The anti-asbestos lobby position is largely based on the environmental impact of blue and brown asbestos that have been banned in almost all countries in the world, including Zimbabwe. 

"The market has now accepted the need to differentiate between the different types of asbestos fibre following clear evidence on which type of asbestos is harmful," Mawere said. 

Chrysotile asbestos, which has been mined in Zimbabwe from Shabanie Mine in Zvishavane and Gaths Mine in Mashava, does not exhibit the same harmful effects on human health as the banned blue and brown asbestos. Chrysotile is the only type of fibre that has been mined commercially in Zimbabwe. 

More than 90 percent of locally produced fibre goes into the export market, generating about US$40 million annually. 

The industry directly employs 7 000 people while an additional 120 000 are employees in related downstream industries. 

Chrysotile asbestos is used in building and construction, the textile industry, fire resistant material manufacturing, thermal and electrical insulation. 

Last year at the International Labour Organisation annual meeting in Geneva, another attempt was again foiled to include a resolution that would have restricted the use of chrysotile asbestos. 




__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

BBC Monitoring Asia Pacific - Political

November 27, 2003, Thursday

Wetland around China's largest freshwater lake to be protected

      SOURCE: Xinhua news agency, Beijing, in English 1014 gmt 27 Nov 03

      BODY:

      Text of report in English by official Chinese news agency Xinhua (New China News Agency)

      Nanchang, 27 November: A regulation was formulated Thursday 27 November by east China's Jiangxi

      Province for the protection of the wetland in and around Poyang Lake, the country's largest freshwater lake.

      It is the second province to regulate wetland protection after the northernmost province of Heilongjiang in

      China. 

      To take effect on 1 January, 2004, the regulation requires the Jiangxi Provincial People's Government to set

      up coordination departments to organize and supervise relevant departments and raise fund to utilize and

      protect the wetland around Poyang Lake.

      The wetland ecological system is one of the three main ecological systems on the planet, along with forests

      and oceans.

      According to figures released by the United Nations Environment Programme last year, one hectare of

      wetland can create an annual production value of 14,000 US dollars, much greater than tropical forests or

      cropland.

      However, in the past half century wetlands around the globe have been deteriorating due to farms enclosure

      and grave environmental pollution.

      Covering an area of 5,000 sq km in the middle and lower reaches of the Yangtze River, China's longest river,

      Poyang Lake wetland is listed as one of the most crucial wetlands in the world.

      Five protection zones have been mapped out on the wetland since 1970 but a host of problems caused by

      lax regulations and coordination hindered the process.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Tourist Boom Threatens Peru's Machu Picchu 

  MACHU PICCHU PUEBLO, Peru - High amid the towering peaks of the Andes mountains, the grating shriek of  pneumatic drills fill the air. 

  New streets are being laid out, while hotels are going up fast in the dormitory town of Machu Picchu Pueblo, the starting  point for the 450,000 tourists who every year flock to Peru's most famous Inca site, the mystic citadel of Machu Picchu. 

  For many, the noisy chaos of the unplanned town, which has mushroomed from 500 inhabitants to over 4,000 in the past  decade due to the tourist boom, embodies the reckless way in which the Machu Picchu tourist experience is run. 

  Unbridled growth in tourism is irrevocably damaging the United Nations World Heritage Site and its surrounding  attractions, destroying one of the world's premier archeological sites, some planners say. 

  The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) will issue a report in January

  recommending Peru make major changes to its management of Machu Picchu and the Inca trail, regulating visits to the site.

  If not, UNESCO says it will place Machu Picchu on its list of endangered sites - a "moral sanction" against the Peruvian  government's handling of the monuments. 

  "Just look at the Inca trail that leads to Machu Picchu. It is being worn out, eroded away," said Jorge Pacheco, head of  Machu Picchu Management, an umbrella agency coordinating the various agencies running the ancient stone citadel. 

  Some 1,500 travelers walk the 500-year-old, 40-mile Inca trail every day, marveling at the long stone staircases and  granite terraces at 8,500 feet above sea level. The trail, made of large stones, was used as a communication route through the Cusco region in Inca times. 

  Studies by Machu Picchu Management say the number of visitors should be cut to 300 a day if the trail is to survive. 

  Machu Picchu itself - the ruins of an entire city including temples - has taken various knocks over the years, from damage  by helicopters landing on the site in the 1970s to the chipping of a stone sun clock during the filming of a beer commercial in 2000. 

  A proposed cable car project up from Machu Picchu Pueblo, now frozen but not ruled out, would scar the ancient site,  critics say. 

  HOW MANY TOURISTS? 

  Up to 2,000 people visit the Machu Picchu citadel every day, with visitor numbers growing at 6 percent a year. 

  UNESCO says that number should be cut to 800 visitors, and says they should wear soft shoes to reduce pressure on the ruins. 

  Japanese geologists underlined the emblematic city's fragility in 2001, asserting the earth was shifting and Machu Picchu could gradually slip off its mountain saddle, perched 8,400 feet above sea level. 

  But Peru's National Institute of Culture, which oversees the day-to-day running of Machu Picchu and the Inca trail, says  the site can receive many more visitors. 

  "Today there is no threat to Machu Picchu. The site can cope with 3,000 tourists every day," said Fernando Astete,  Machu Picchu's administrator. 

  Peru's President Alejandro Toledo sees Machu Picchu at the center of his plans to boost tourism in Peru, holding his  swearing in ceremony at the site in July 2001 and recently inviting U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan to the citadel. 

  At $20 an entrance ticket, Machu Picchu generates $6 million a year for Peru, while the Inca trail brings in another $3  million, according to Machu Picchu Management. 

  Critics say the strong focus on Machu Picchu does little to encourage travelers to visit some of Peru's 15,000 other Inca  sites in the area, while tourists say the numbers of visitors to the citadel are taking the pleasure out of their trip. 

  "I can just imagine they want more people to visit. Machu Picchu is a tourist trap," said tourist Adam Shamet, 30, from the  United Kingdom. 

  HIDDEN CITY THAT NEVER FELL 

  Machu Picchu was probably the sanctuary of the great Inca emperor Pachacutec at the heart of the Inca empire,

  explosively created in less than 100 years at the beginning of the 15th century and stretching from Colombia to northern  Argentina. 

  In just five years, the Inca empire collapsed at the hands of Spanish conquistadors. But Machu Picchu never fell to the  European invaders and, hidden under the thick cover of jungle for hundreds of years, was rediscovered by U.S. explorer  Hiram Bingham in 1911. 

  Machu Picchu Pueblo's Mayor Oscar Valencia admits things have reached a low point in the Inca city's management, as  well as in his own town, which pumps untreated human waste into the Urubamba River for lack of water treatment plants. 

  "But things will change. After a year of protests, we'll now receive 10 percent of ticket receipts from Machu Picchu,"  Valencia said. "We can make a dignified town for tourists." 

  Peru's National Institute of Culture says it is drawing up a master plan to oversee Machu Picchu's management, but it is not  clear whether it will take in UNESCO's recommendations. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA)  - NEWS UPDATE

28 November 2003

General environment news
Rabies epidemic hits endangered Ethiopian Wolf 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - The World Wildlife Fund for Nature (WWF) Thursday warned that rabies epidemic in parts of southern Ethiopia is threatening the survival of the endangered Ethiopian Wolf. In a media communiqué issued here Thursday, the organization said at least 30 Ethiopian wolves have died from rabies since the disease broke out in the Bale Mountains National Park at the end of last September. The park is home to some 300 wolves, more than half of the total population in the country. WWF said since the first death was reported at the end of September, conservationists have been isolating affected wolves and have started a vaccination programme to try to contain the epidemic. In the last rabies epidemic in 1991 and 1992 more than two thirds of (the) park's wolves were wiped out. There are believed to be less than 500 Ethiopian wolves left in the country, according to WWF. "If we are to save the Ethiopian wolf from extinction, we must find a permanent solution to the recent influx of illegal settlers into the national park," said Ermias Bekele, WWF's project coordinator in charge of the Bale Mountains. 

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng022173&dte=27/11/2003
SADC Ministers meet in Maputo on water resources management 

Maputo, Mozambique (PANA) - Africa urgently needs a strategy for hydraulic infrastructure to harness its water resources and combat drought and floods, Mozambican Prime Minister Pascoal Mocumbi said Thursday. He told Southern African Development Community (SADC) Ministers in charge of water at a meeting on shared water resources, held under the theme: "Water - a factor for regional unity" that the region already faced severe water shortages, which could worsen in the near future. "Over the last 20 years global warming has brought with it sharper cycles of droughts and floods, posing new challenges linked to the growing vulnerability of our countries to natural phenomena. "Our economies and our societies are threatened by external and unpredictable shocks that show us the need to join hands as good neighbors to find the best solutions to our problems," Mocumbi stressed. The revised SADC protocol on shared watercourses resulted from a vision that "partnership for integrated development" would bring gains to each and every SADC Member State. The protocol, said Mocumbi, "establishes principles and procedures that are an important reference mark in international water law, and a noteworthy landmark in the rules for international co-operation. He noted that over a third of Africa's population has no access to basic drinking water and sanitation services. In Mozambique, the figure is about two thirds. The country would require over a billion US dollars in the next 12 years to achieve the Millennium Development Goals in the area of water (halving the number of people without sustainable access to safe drinking water by 2015).

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng022265&dte=27/11/2003
South African authorities review long-term fishing rights 

Cape Town, South Africa (PANA) - South African Environmental Affairs and Tourism minister Mohammed Valli Moosa has indicated that preparations were afoot for the allocation of long-term fishing rights due 2005 ending. The current four-year rights in 21 commercial fishing sectors expire toward the end of 2004. The Minister said although the last round of allocations was a success, there was room for improvement. To achieve this, Moosa said there would be a revision of administrative systems and policies for the allocation process. Matters needing a fresh look include details concerning management policies on each of the 21 fisheries, the duration of the next rights, improvements to the application form, an improved consultative process, legislative requirements such as access to information and the promotion of administrative justice. In the coming months a draft policy for each commercial fishing sector would be published in the Government Gazette, inviting public comment on these policies, the minister indicated, saying this would lead to the first ever comprehensive policy compendium on all sectors of the fishing industry. The minister said he would initiate a programme next year that would ensure South Africa creates a basis for the development of a wide range of marine organisms in captivity.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng022247&dte=27/11/2003
__________________________________________________________________________________________




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "Apes" ��Birmingham Post - Urgent plea for pounds 15m to save great apes�


� HYPERLINK  \l "D-Day" ��Gold Coast Bulletin (Australia) - Clock is ticking  - D-Day for the Great Apes� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Extinction" ��The Herald (Glasgow) - Great apes face extinction within 50 years;Minimum of (pounds) 15m needed to save their  ecosystems�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Exciting organ" ��The Guardian - Letter - An exciting organ�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Nemo" ��Agence France Presse -  Coral reef disappearance threatens Nemo�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Monde" ��AFP - Le monde de Nemo se muert�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Treaty" ��Associated Press Worldstream - Chemicals treaty to come into force in February�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Asbestos" ��The Financial Gazette - Reprieve for asbestos producers�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Wetland" ��BBC Monitoring Asia Pacific - Political - Wetland around China's largest freshwater lake to be protected�


* Discovery Channel - Great Apes facing extinction


   Hindustan Times - Great Apes going west, warns UN
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