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Stop Global Warming or NY Submerges--Greenpeace

                      Sat Oct 26, 5:48 AM ET

                      By Sugita Katyal 

NEW DELHI (Reuters) - By the year 2080, Manhattan and Shanghai could be  underwater, droughts and floods could become more extreme and hundreds of  millions of people will be at risk from disease, starvation and water shortages. 

That is the picture that a Greenpeace senior official painted of the future if the  world failed to take urgent steps to curb greenhouse gas emissions and limit

global warming (news - web sites). 

"We're talking of about the submergence of islands, submergence of Shanghai,  the submergence of Bombay, the submergence of New York City," Greenpeace  climate policy director Steve Sawyer told Reuters late on Friday. 

"Manhattan would be under water." 

Sawyer, who is in New Delhi for a 10-day annual U.N. climate change  conference, said global warming would lead to the melting of the Greenland ice

sheet, which in turn would cause a five to seven meter (16 to 23 ft) sea-level rise  and the inundation of coastal regions. 

"Most coastal cities would be uninhabitable in their present forms...and that's a  catastrophic change of the shape of continents." 

Some environmentalists have said that recent climate disasters around the  world -- from droughts in India, Australia and the United States to floods in

Europe -- have been graphic harbingers of some of the expected consequences  of global warming. 

The U.N. Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change has predicted that by  2100 global average surface temperature will be 1.4 to 5.8 degrees Celsius

higher than it was in 1990. 

Sawyer said an increase in temperatures would lead to more extreme droughts and a rise in frequency and intensity of tropical cyclones. 

"What these temperature changes are going to do to the hydrological cycle,  particularly in the tropics, is not a very pretty picture," he said. 

Between 2050 and 2080, tens of millions of people would be more at risk of  malaria, coastal flooding and starvation and hundreds of millions of people

would be at risk from water shortages, he said. 

Delegates from 185 countries are attending the climate conference, which is likely to be the last major climate meeting before the 1997 Kyoto Protocol

 (news - web sites) is expected to come into force early next year. 

The Kyoto Protocol aims to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from the developed world by 2012 to 5.2 percent below 1990 levels. 

But the United States, the world's biggest air polluter, has refused to ratify the  treaty, which it sees as flawed because it does not bind developing countries. It  also says it would hurt the U.S. economy. 

The Earth Summit in Johannesburg earlier this year was widely criticized by  environmentalists and vulnerable Pacific nations for barely touching on the

problem of global warming. The United States was singled out for criticism. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

OneWorld US

World's Tallest Peaks Fall Prey to Climate Change and Human Interference

Wed Oct 23, 

The world's mountains and communities who have lived on them for centuries are increasingly under siege by a variety of environmental, demographic, and economic threats, according to a report released Wednesday by the United Nations (news - web sites) Environment Programme (UNEP) and the World Conservation Monitoring Centre (WCMC). 



Global warming (news - web sites), which is melting mountain glaciers and snowfields all over the world at an astonishing rate, is perhaps the leading threat, but the encroachment of agriculture, roads, and mining activities at ever-higher elevations is also a growing worry, according to the report, entitled 'Mountain Watch,' and based in part on satellite data showing the pace and intensity of change on what amounts to 24 percent of the world's land surface. 

"Our reverence for these unique wilderness areas has been partly based on their remoteness, their inaccessibility," according to Klaus Toefper, UNEP's executive director. "But this new report highlights how, like so many parts of the world, some of these last wild areas are fast disappearing in the face of agriculture, infrastructure development, and other creeping impacts." 

"Behind all these is the specter of climate change, which is already taking its toll on the glaciers and changing plant and animal communities in high-altitude areas," he said. 

Under pressure from climate change, the entire ice cap of Mount Kilimanjaro, Africa's highest peak, is expected to disappear in less than 20 years with potentially catastrophic consequences for the irrigation-dependent farming communities which have lived on its slopes for centuries. 

Similarly, glaciers in the Cordillera Blanca of Peru and elsewhere in the Andes have shrunk some 75 percent over the past 25 years and are also moving toward extinction, while rapid ice melt in the Himalayas is likely to cause major flooding downstream. 

"These impacts are not just regrettable, but threaten the health and well-being of us all," noted Toepfer, who spoke at a press conference in London. "Mountains are the water towers of the world, from where the world's mighty rivers spring. We must act to conserve them for the benefit of mountain people [and] humankind," he added. 

Aside from climate change, the biggest threats to mountain ecologies and communities include agricultural encroachment and infrastructure development, according to Mark Collins, director of the WCMC. 

Driving those changes are several causes, including population and economic pressures that are driving poor people into higher and more remote areas for farming or grazing domestic livestock. Those movements mean that more mountain forests are being cleared, threatening the survival of unique ecosystems and, in many cases, accelerating erosion and soil loss. 

In addition, the exhaustion of mines in developed countries, the world's seemingly inexhaustible appetite for oil and gas, and the easing of restrictions on foreign investment in many poor countries have resulted in the construction of new mines, pipelines, roads and other infrastructure in places that were relatively untouched until very recently. 

Those activities have translated into sustained contact between many indigenous highland communities that were relatively isolated but whose livelihoods and cultures are increasingly threatened by the influx of people from low-lying areas. 

"The demand for mountain riches - timber, minerals, water, tourism facilities - is more often driven by urban, lowland populations and industry than by highland communities," according to Olivia Bennett of the London-based Panos Institute, which publishes oral testimonies by mountain communities from across the world. 

"Mountain people are the custodians of diverse - sometimes unique - environments, essential to the survival of the global ecosystem. Further erosion of their ability to care for those assets will be the world's loss, not just theirs," she said. 

Apart from Greenland, the region whose mountains appear to be the most pristine is North and Central America where only an estimated 14 percent has been converted to agriculture or livestock, according to the report. 

But almost half of Africa's mountain regions are estimated to have been put under the plough or the hoof, while South American mountains are close behind. 

Parts of the Caucasus, California, and the northwestern Andes, especially the forest ecosystems of central Colombia, are among the most threatened mountain areas that are also especially rich in biodiversity, according to the report which calls for them to be made priorities in new conservation strategies. 

The report is being released in advance of next week's Global Mountain Summit in Bishkek, the capital of the Central Asian nation of Kyrgyzstan, where as many as 700 participants, including several heads of state, will cap the UN's International Year of the Mountains. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

The Times of India

October 26, 2002

CHILDREN'S CHARTER ON CLIMATE CHANGE
   NEW DELHI: Over 150 students from 25 schools from across the city came  together at the Capital's India Habitat Centre to discuss environmental issues  in an interactive seminar with members of the United Nations Environment  Programme (UNEP) and the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change  (UNFCCC) on Wednesday.

   The event was organised by the Tata Energy Research Institute at the  outskirts of the Eighth Conference of the Parties (CoP 8) to the UNFCCC in the

 Capital, to sensitise children about imminent issues regarding climate change.  Following a brief ice-breaking session, the participants were shown an

 educational film on climate change. The participants presented a draft charter  to conclude the days proceedings.

   The draft expressed concern about the increase in greenhouse gases due to  human activities, leading to global warming; impacts of sea level rise on

 ecosystems, economic losses and displacement of coastal inhabitants; threats to  flora and fauna and impacts on livelihoods in agrarian economies. The draft  charter recommended the efficacy of the following measures: conservation of  energy, use of clearer fuels and public transportation; encouraging

 afforestation through individual efforts and mass awareness; sensitising people  about the need to adopt renewable energy resources.

   UNFCC deputy executive secretary, Tahar Hadj Sadok appreciated the  participants on ''Asking the right questions and identifying the right issues.''

 An elaborate version of the charter will be presented at the CoP 8 on October  30, said Ranjana Saikia of TERI. Having fielded a number of queries from

 students on diverse issues related to current status of the ozone hole to  sources of alternative fuel to harmful effects of industrialisation on the

 environment, representative of UNEP, Grid Arendal, Lars Halt Brekken said,  ''It's been a learning exercise for me. It would be worth their while for the

 ministers to pay attention to this charter. I hope it will have some impact on  the conference.''

   Barbara Black, NGO liason officer at the UNFCC remarked, ''It's encouraging  to see that there exists a reasonable awareness on climate change among

 students. Children can play an important role in spreading awareness as they are  in a position to influence their parents and society at large. They can

 reinforce and send a stronger message on environmental issues.''

 _________________________________________________________________________________

Inter Press Service

 October 24, 2002, Thursday

MOUNTAINS OFTEN ECHO TO THE DRUMS OF WAR
   Nobody suggests that a step towards world peace might be for people living in  the mountains to move down to the plains. But experts are finding that mountains

 are more prone to conflict than the plains.

   The correlation between mountains and conflict is described in a report  "Mountain Watch," produced by the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) and the World Conservation Monitoring Centre (WCMC).

   "The report shows that globally approximately 41 percent of mountain land has fallen within the radius of a high intensity human conflict between 1946 and 2001, compared with 26 per cent of non-mountain land," says Adrian Newton, lead author of the report. A war is defined as a conflict in which at least

 1,000 battle deaths a year occurred for at least one year between 1946 and 2001.

   Mountain Watch is a preliminary report, and the link between mountains and conflict is an early one. But a lot of people associated with the report are

 looking at the reasons behind this link. "Mountain dwellers are traditionally independent of people downstream, they like to live away from the big brother in big cities," Andrei Iatsenia, UNEP mountain program coordinator told IPS. "Could this be leading to conflicts?"

   Iatsenia explored other factors in a chat with IPS. "Out of 29 conflict zones declared by the United Nations Secretary General, more than 20 are in mountain areas," he said. "Clearly, that is disproportionately higher. When you look at rainforests or coastal areas, you have a competition for resources, but there is also an abundance of resources. In mountains less than 5 percent of land is suitable for irrigation."

   There is fierce competition for this, he said. "There is erosion, and access to resources is limited," he said. "So there is more pressure in fragile

 systems, and therefore a higher danger of conflict. It is not easy to commute to employment; you have to develop work locally."

   Mark Collins, director of UNEP-WCMC admits that "we do not have all the answers why this is the case." Also, he told IPS, "not all conflicts have been

 mapped." But there is little doubt that mountains are more likely to be scenes of serious armed conflict.

   The report cites Afghanistan, the conflict between India and Pakistan over Kashmir and the Balkan civil wars. Extensive areas have also been affected by

 conflict in Eurasia and Southeast Asia. "The highest level of mountain land that has witnessed war is in Africa where 67 percent has been impacted by high intensity conflict," the report says.

   The report itself offers some explanations for conflicts in mountains that  may find commonality despite the huge differences in the political causes of

 conflict between Afghanistan, Africa and the Balkans. "Despite the intensification of agriculture in mountain regions, these lands are less

 suitable for growing crops than more low land areas," the report says. "This allied to environmental degradation may play a role in increasing the risk of

 armed conflict in mountain regions."

   Evidence suggests that civil wars, rather than interstate wars, may be more likely in mountain regions, the report says. "Mountains give strategic advantage to insurgents by providing places of refuge," it says. "Mountainous terrain hinders road building, thereby restricting law enforcement. A lack

 of infrastructure can therefore make insurgent civil war more likely or  prolonged." On the other hand in a level place like the Netherlands there would

 be nowhere to hide, says Iatsenia.

   Competition for natural resources intensifies as populations increase and  access to resources improves through the development of infrastructure. "In

 countries dependent on natural resources for income, competition between  powerful elites over 'lootable resources' such as timber and minerals can lead

 to prolonged civil strife," the report says.

   Many mountain areas are also centres of narcotics production, which can also  lead to armed conflict," the report says. "The role that mountains play in water  provision may become the focus of increasing conflict in future."

   But conflict damages the environment, just as the environment creates conditions for conflict. Three decades of armed conflict in Afghanistan has

 resulted in the environment suffering heavy damage from military activity, refugee movements, over- exploitation of natural resources, and lack of

 management and institutional capacity, the report says. Three years of  drought have added further pressure.

   More than 60 percent of the land surface of Afghanistan consists of mountains  and hills. "The forests have been important refuges for threatened wildlife

 populations, including Asiatic black bear, Persial leopard, Caspian tiger and  Bactrian deer," the report says. "Afghanistan has lost up to 30 percent of

 its forests in the past 20 years and the Caspian tiger and Bactrian deer are  thought to be extinct from there."

   In Africa armies rely on forests to provide food for them, and they can also  trade in endangered species, says a UNEP official.

   The environmental impacts of wars can be substantial, the report points out.  Military operations can directly result in environmental degradation,

 overexploitation of natural resources and increased pollution.

   Wars also often result in the migration of large numbers of people, resulting  in increased pressure on natural resources, for example around refugee camps.  Conflicts can also have major impacts on biodiversity, as a result of habitat destruction, pollution, increased harvesting of species and disruption

 of migration routes.

   Mountains can also prevent conflict, but given the nature of prevention, this  role becomes difficult to quantify. Many national boundaries occur within

 mountain regions and can become the focus of interstate conflict, but "mountains  also form a barrier to invasion, and are inherently easier to defend

 than lowland areas," the report says.

   Policies to prevent conflicts and rebuild post-conflict societies in  mountains should seek to strengthen local decision- making and improve

 sustainable livelihood options for local communities, the report says.

_________________________________________________________________________________ ___________________

Internet Wire 

October 27, 2002 

HEADLINE: Europe's Top Environmental Prize Awarded To UNEP Director Topfer And German Companies; 

      Germany's Federal President, Johannes Rau, Hands Over Documents - Federal Foundation For The

      Environment Awards Prize For Tenth Time 

MAGDEBURG 

      Europe's most coveted environmental prize worth EUR 500,000 has been awarded for the tenth time.

      Germany's Head of State, Federal President Johannes Rau, handed over the prize from the German Federal

      Foundation for the Environment in Osnabruck to the Director of the United Nations' environment programme

      and former minister for the environment, Prof Dr Klaus Topfer (64, Nairobi), and the founder and managing

      director of Prophyta GmbH, Dr Peter Luth (46, Wismar). In this way, Europe's largest environmental

      foundation has acknowledged the work that Professor Topfer, the highest-ranking German in international

      environmental protection at the UN, has performed. Doctor Luth was awarded his prize for developing and

      producing biological plant-protection agents. The foundation underlined that Professor Topfer had made a

      significant contribution to the success of the UN Conference 'Environment and Development' held in Rio de

      Janeiro in 1992. As chairman of the UN Commission for Sustained Development, he devoted considerable time

      to turning the concrete aims outlined in Rio into international agreements. In addition, he tenaciously

      defended the interests of developing countries that are particularly susceptible to climatic changes, but are

      only marginally responsible for causing them. At national level, Professor Topfer has played a decisive role in

      developing the idea of preventative and production-integrated environmental protection. 

      At a time of radical change, Doctor Luth recognized his opportunity with his company Prophyta, which he

      founded in 1992 in Malchow (Mecklenburg-Vorpommern). In Germany, he developed the first biological agent

      to combat fungi harmful to plants and built up an efficient company, which now employs 17 staff and has

      contacts with partners in over 40 countries. His 'pioneering achievement' set a technological standard that

      gained recognition worldwide and will lead to many further innovative applications in bio-compound

      development. 

      You can find a detailed report on the ceremony and photographs for use free of charge (from around 15.00)

      on the foundation's homepage at www.dbu.de.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Iceland invents energy-from-water  machine

               Iceland has an abundance of geothermal energy

               By Richard Black 

               BBC Science Correspondent 

               The UN climate change negotiations, now getting under  way in Delhi, have focused international attention once

               more on the problem of global warming. 

               Experts agree there is a need to switch to renewable forms of energy if production of greenhouse gases is to

               be curbed. 

               Now an Icelandic team has invented a radical device  which can produce electricity from water. 

               The Thermator could play a major role in the  non-polluting economies of the future. 

               It works by something called the thermo-electric effect, which scientists have known about for many years. 

               But while thermo-electric generators have mainly been used to power spacecraft, such as Voyager and Galileo using

               heat from radioactive  materials, the Thermator is  firmly rooted on Earth and works on nothing more  than hot water. 

               Professor Thorstein  Sigmarsson, of the  University of Iceland, says it works by translating the difference between the

               temperature of hot and cold water into energy. 

               He explains: "In between the hot and the cold side are crystals made of semi-conductors. 

               "As the heat is transferred through these crystals part of  it is converted from heat energy into electric energy." 

               Prof Sigmarsson said there was potential for using  all  sorts of excess heat to fuel Thermators and he added: "In car engines for example, only a fraction of  the heat produced is turned into propelling energy." 

               He said they hoped to produce energy at $2 a watt, which compared with wind turbines which produced $1 a  watt, but was still economically viable.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Former Philippine Egg Poachers Protect Sea Turtles 

                      By David Dudenhoefer 

BATAAN, Philippines, October 25, 2002 (ENS) - For years, Filipino fisherman Manolo Ibias searched the beach near his home at night for nesting olive ridley turtles, the eggs of which he sold for about 500 pesos (US$10) per nest. Ibias and his neighbors still patrol the beach at night, but now they bury the

eggs they find at a hatchery, where they guard them until the baby turtles hatch and crawl to the sea. 

That transformation from poachers to conservationists is the result of a project started by a volunteer from the Philippine Rural Reconstruction Movement (PRRM) and financed by the Global Environment Facility's Small Grants Programme, implemented by the United Nations Development                      Programme. 

PRRM volunteer Wendell Acena helped fishermen in Nagbalayong, on the southwest coast of Luzon island, to form a corporation dedicated to protecting the "pawikan," as they call the olive ridley turtle, and to developing income alternatives to poaching. 

"Now we understand that the pawikan is a very important species in the sea," said Ibias, who is the chairman of the corporation. "We feel guilty that we have murdered so many turtles." 

Six month old olive ridley turtle ready for release from the hatchery (Photo © David

Dudenhoefer)

Smallest of the sea turtle species, the olive ridley is threatened both on its nesting beaches, which

are scattered across the tropical Pacific, and at sea, where countless turtles drown in the nets

of shrimp trawlers every year. 

Turtle eggs are considered an aphrodisiac in the Philippines, where their sale is illegal, but a black market for them persists. 

The project's impetus was a move by the country's Department of Environment and Natural Resources to crack down on egg poaching at Nagbalayong. 

Acena saw the move as an opportunity to involve the community in turtle conservation, and he began visiting the area on weekends to convince poachers to work with him, promising to help them find other ways of earning money if they did. 

Jane Llenerez, whose husband was an egg poacher, was initially skeptical of Acena. For her, the sale of turtle eggs provided a vital addition to the family income, helping her to feed and clothe her three small children. 

"I was worried at first that we won't have eggs to sell. But now I feel it is a big privilege to protect the pawikan," she said. 

Jane Llenerez and other Bantay Pawikan members release a six month old turtle their group hatched and

raised in captivity. (Photo © David Dudenhoefer)

Thanks to a bit of networking by Acena, the provincial government provided seed money for the

former poachers to start selling gasoline to their neighbors, and buying fish from them for resale.

According to Ibias, those enterprises do not earn the group as much money as poaching did, but they are looking for funding for other cooperative ventures, such as a vehicle to distribute seafood to other towns. 

"The money we lose by not selling the eggs is much more than what the income projects generate, but seeing the turtles crawl to the sea is an internal compensation," he said. 

Government wildlife officials have taught the fishermen how to handle the turtle eggs and set up a hatchery, whereas the Small Grants Programme paid for other training, basic equipment, and helped the group build a meeting hall. 

During the September to February nesting season, each member now spends two nights per week patrolling the 10 kilometer (six mile) beach from sun down to sun up. When they find a turtle nest, they move the eggs to their headquarters, where they guard them till they hatch. 

They are also organizing communities at nearby beaches to protect the turtles that nest there. 

"We have proven that, even though we are poor fisherman, we have time to protect the pawikan," said Ibias. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Sunshine used to clean water
               The new process is much gentler on the environment  A cheap, harmless chemical, and sunlight, could provide

               an environmentally friendly way of destroying  micro-pollutants in the environment. 

               UK researchers are developing a new type of reactor to  destroy persistent contaminants such as pesticides and

               pharmaceutical residues. 

               The technology, which breaks down the polluting  molecules into carbon dioxide and water, could provide  a breakthrough for a sustainable way of cleaning up fresh water supplies and industrial wastewater. 

               The research team, led by Dr  Gianluca Li Puma at the University of Nottingham, is investigating a novel type of reactor - the 'fountain

               photo-catalytic reactor' - to treat contaminated water using titanium  dioxide. 

               The idea is to pump the contaminated water through  a specially designed nozzle. Titanium dioxide is then added to the water. 

               The nozzle produces an umbrella-shaped fountain of water, with the sunlight - or artificial ultraviolet light -  falling on the 'canopy' of the umbrella. 

               This allows the photo-catalyst to absorb the solar  radiation efficiently, resulting in a more effective destruction of the pollutants. 

               'Ecological damage'

               Dr Li Puma said: "Once the pollutants have been removed the water can be passed to a settling tank  where the titanium dioxide can be recovered and  re-used for the same process." 

               The team has successfully demonstrated the feasibility of the concept using a 400 litre pilot plant and  ultraviolet lamps to simulate sunlight. 

               "We see this as being a potentially sustainable  technology which could have particular use in countries  with plenty of sunshine, such as southern Europe, Central and South America, Africa and the Asia Pacific  region," said Dr Li Puma. 

               "In the UK the present technology can use low-cost,  low-power sun-tanning lamps." 

               Certain pesticides, and other chemicals such as  synthetic and human oestrogens, can persist in the  environment. 

               "If these compounds find their way into water courses  they can end up in rivers and accumulate in fish,  causing ecological damage," said Dr Li Puma. 

               "Some of these compounds are also potentially cancer-causing. 

               "Water treatment plants  usually use granular  activated carbon to 'soak  up' these molecules. The carbon is then regenerated

               or disposed of by burning  off the offending chemicals. 

               "However, this can itself  result in noxious chemicals entering the atmosphere,  so the problem changes from one of water pollution

               to one of atmospheric pollution." 

               The process being tested by the Nottingham  researchers is much gentler on the environment. 

               Titanium dioxide is an inexpensive white powder, which is used as pigment in paints and also in health products  such as toothpastes and sunscreens. 

               Titanium dioxide is also a powerful 'photo-catalyst'. It  can take energy from sunlight and mediate the splitting  of molecules. 

               Dr Li Puma said: "Titanium dioxide can absorb the  ultraviolet component of sunlight, causing a change in its internal electron configuration. 

               Lagoon

               "In this form it can split water into highly reactive components called free radicals." 

               One of these, the OH radical, readily reacts with large  carbon-based molecules, such as pesticides, converting  them into carbon dioxide and water. 

               The fountain photo-catalytic reactor can be easily  installed in current water treatment works by the simple distribution of these nozzles in an open-air, sunlight-activated lagoon treatment plant. 

               In addition, the fountain photo-reactor has the potential  to combine water disinfection and water detoxification in a single process. 

               The researchers are also investigating whether a similar  technique could be used to disinfect water from wells,  for example. 

               The project is funded by the Swindon based Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council (EPSRC).

_________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Environmental Champion Wellstone Dies in Plane Crash 

                      By J.R. Pegg 

WASHINGTON, DC, October 25, 2002 (ENS) - Senator Paul Wellstone, a Minnesota Democrat and an outspoken advocate for conservation and environmental protection, was killed in a plane crash this afternoon near

Eveleth, Minnesota, about 175 miles north of Minneapolis. The crash also claimed the lives of Wellstone's wife Sheila, his daughter Marcia and five others. 

Wellstone, 58, had long been considered a champion for environmental causes and was one of the few remaining unabashed liberals in the Senate. Advocacy groups today mourned the loss of one of their most outspoken supporters. 

Senator Paul Wellstone was considered one of the most stalwart environmental champions in Congress. (All photos courtesy Office of Senator Wellstone)

"We're devastated," said League of Conservation Voters Spokesman Scott Stoermer. "Senator Wellstone was simply put the strongest environmental leader in Congress and he was a   sincere, principled voice for lots of people who didn't have anybody speaking for them. His kind of leadership is something that will not soon or easily be replaced." 

The twin engine King Air plane went down in freezing rain and light snow near the Eveleth-Virginia Municipal Airport. Authorities have yet to determine the cause of the crash. 

Locked in a hotly contested campaign race for reelection, the two term senator was en route to a funeral for the father of a Minnesota legislator. He was scheduled to debate his opponent Norm Coleman, the former mayor of St. Paul, this evening. 

Republicans had been optimistic about Coleman's chances and had targeted this race as one that could help them gain control of the Senate. Democrats currently cling to control of the Senate by only one seat. Many see Coleman as the handpicked choice of the GOP leadership, and the final vote was

expected to be extremely close. 

The Democratic Party will have the opportunity to replace Wellstone on the ballot, but there has been no indication of who might be chosen. Minnesota law specifies that a party must replace any candidate who dies if it happens more than four days prior to the general election. 

The son of Russian immigrants, Wellstone grew up in the Washington, D.C. area before earning his Ph.D. in political science from the University of North Carolina. He taught politics for more than 20 years at Carleton College in Northfield, Minn. 

Wellstone at a rally protesting the Free Trade Summit in Quebec in April 2001. The senator supported efforts to include environmental and human rights protections in international trade agreements.

Prior to his surprise defeat of Minnesota's incumbent senator Rudy Boschwitz in 1990, Wellstone had never held elective office. He quickly emerged as a leading liberal voice within the Senate and easily defeated Boschwitz again in 1996. 

His dedication to environmental issues earned him high praise from environmental and conservation groups, particularly for his work protecting public lands and on issues of clean air and clean water. Wellstone was also a strong opponent of plans to drill in the Arctic Wildlife National Refuge. 

Wellstone helped win federal commitments to increase resources for renewable energy efforts such as biomass, ethanol and wind power. The League of Conservation Voters had given Wellstone perfect scores of 100 on its National Environmental Scorecard on seven of the last 11 years. 

"Paul Wellstone was an environmental giant, fighting to protect families from toxic pollution, to keep the air we breathe safe, and to keep our lakes and rivers clean," Sierra Club Executive Director Carl Pope said in a prepared statement. "But it wasn't his consistent environmental votes that made him my

hero, it was the depth of his convictions, his passion and his courage." 

In addition to his support for environmental causes, Wellstone was widelyknown as an advocate for the working poor. 

"Senator Paul Wellstone stood up for the little guy, but he never had small thoughts. He was tireless and unapologetic for championing the rights of working men and women - even when he stood alone." said AFL-CIOPresident John J. Sweeney in a released statement. "America's working men and women had no better friend." 

The senator was also admired for his efforts to clean up elections, make government activities more transparent to the public, and hold corporations accountable for their actions. 

"Senator Wellstone's death is a true loss to the country and for all who care about social justice," said Gene Karpinski, executive director of the U.S. PublicInterest Research Group. "He was a passionate and effective champion for the public interest and an inspiration to young people." 

Senator Wellstone's wife, Sheila (pictured with the senator) and his daughter Marcia were also killed

in today's crash.

Wellstone had initially pledged to onlyserve two terms in the Senate, but last   year announced his desire for a third term. In February, he announced he'd been diagnosed with a mild form of multiple sclerosis, but insisted it would not stop his campaign. 

This afternoon, President George W. Bush, whose policies Wellstone had frequently opposed, expressed sympathyfor the senator's surviving children and the people of Minnesota. 

"Paul Wellstone was a man of deep convictions," Bush said, "a plain spoken fellow who did his best for his state and for his country." 

Wellstone and his wife, Sheila Ison Wellstone, had three children, including their daughter Marcia. They are survived by two sons, David and Mark and six grandchildren. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_ REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

October 28, 2002

World heritage sites most threatened in Africa 

Paris, France (PANA) - Most world heritage sites in Africa are not adequately protected, hence remain exposed to wanton human activity that is threatening some of the most unique reservoirs of biodiversity, a UNESCO official has warned. Mario Hernandez of UNESCO's World Heritage Committee sounded the warning in an interview with PANA last Friday in Paris, following a round table discussion organised for journalists ahead of the 30th anniversary of the UN agency's World Heritage Convention. Hernandez spoke of dangers threatening the survival of DR Congo's Mountain Gorilla. He cited the havoc wreaked on the primate's natural habitat (the tropical forest in Virunga National Park) by civil war and the encroachment of human activity as people fleeing fighting took refuge in the forests. Virunga National Park is one of 33 world heritage sites listed as endangered. Hernandez cited hunger, conflicts, lack of access to education, refugee crises and mining activities as some of the serious setbacks to the conservation world heritage sites in Africa. The 30th anniversary of the 1972 World Heritage Convention would be celebrated in Venice, Italy on 16 November. The anniversary theme centres on partnership building, encouraging networks that would further mobilise resources in favour of world heritage conservation.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng025229&dte=27/10/2002
Scientists say Congo's Nyiragongo volcano is now inactive 

Kinshasa, RD Congo (PANA) - Scientists at Goma's Volcano Observatory, have assured the population that DR Congo's Nyiragongo volcano is unlikely to erupt again after the January incident, although the site has to be monitored effectively. They, however, said that contingency plans had been put in place to protect the population of Goma, in Congo's North-Kivu Province.

Nyiragongo, discovered in the 19th century by German explorer Von Götzen, is part a chain of eight volcanoes in the Congo. Following four lava flows since 17 January, scientists have increased surveillance on Nyiragongo and another volcano, the Nyamulagira, in the east of Congo.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng025219&dte=27/10/2002
Zambian firm assesses impact of power project on environment 

Lusaka, Zambia (PANA) - Copperbelt Energy Corporation Plc is to assess the impact of the projected upgrading of the hydro- electricity power inter-connector between Zambia and the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) on the environment in order to reduce negative effects. Hanson Sindowe, the business development director at the Corporation, said Friday that the Institute of Environmental Management would undertake the study, which will identify measures that could be implemented to reduce any negative impact that may arise from the building of the power-line.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng025051&dte=25/10/2002
Mauritius hosts conference on oceanography 

Port-Louis, Mauritius (PANA) - Mauritius will host a conference on the Indian Ocean Global Ocean Observing System (IOGOOS) on 4-9 November, official sources said Friday in Port-Louis. Mauritius Oceanographic Institute (MOI) chairman Harry Ganoo said the conference will discuss four themes: "Ocean and Climate," "Observation of Coastal Areas," "Data Management" and "Use of Satellites."

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng025007&dte=25/10/2002________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Topical News Issues
Children's charter on climate change
The Times of India (ABHISHEK G BHAYA ), Oct 25, 2002 - NEW DELHI: Over 150 students from 25 schools from across the city came together at the Capital’s India Habitat Centre to discuss environmental issues in an interactive seminar with members of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) on Wednesday.
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/cms.dll/articleshow?artid=26195613 

 WORLD'S TALLEST PEAKS FACE CLIMATE, HUMAN THREATS  

LONDON, England, October 24, 2002 (ENS) - The world's mountains and communities who have lived on them for centuries are increasingly under siege by a variety of environmental, demographic, and economic threats, according to a report released Wednesday by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the World Conservation Monitoring Centre. 
http://ens-news.com/ens/oct2002/2002-10-24-01.asp 

Four journalists awarded Green Pen at Asia-Pacific Forum 
Daily News (Sri Lanka), Oct 28, 2002 – (From Jayanthi Liyanage in Aluthgama) - The 14th Asia-Pacific Forum of Environmental Journalists' (APFEJ) world congress began on Sunday with literally a "green flourish". It honoured four international journalists and 14 national environmentalists with green awards at Eden Hotel, Aluthgama. 
The APFEJ's International Green Pen awards went to Philip Mathews, Malaysia, Mangal Man Shakya, Nepal, Elizabeth C. Roxas, the Philippines, and Ivan Lim Sin Chin of Singapore. "These awards are to honour their great contributions to environmental media at the country and regional level," Dr. Dharman Wickremaratne, Chairman, APFEJ, explained the rationale for Green Pens. 
Sri Lanka Green Awards were presented to a Buddhist priest, three organisations and twelve individual recipients, recognising their achievements to protect and improve the environment.
… Quamrul Islam Chowdbury, APFEJ Secretary-General from Bangladesh and Ms. Nina Ratulele, Secretary-General of Common Wealth Environmental Journalists' Forum (CEJF) from Fiji greeted the congress with opening statements coming from Timothy Higham, Regional Information Officer, United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and Kenneth Mok, Director-Information and Public Relations, Asian Productivity Organisation, Japan. 
http://www.dailynews.lk/2002/10/28/new19.html 

Ozone Layer Depletion: Check Or Die
Nepal News, Oct 23, 2002 (By Deepak Raj Subedi), THE atmosphere is a highly complex medium. In the field of global atmospheric chemisty, recent developments have established that the ozone plays a crucial role in the troposphere and the stratosphere. In the unperturbed troposphere, ozone formation and destruction are part of a dynamic balance mainly by emissions from marine and terrestrial biospheres and sinks through atmospheric photochemistry and surface deposition.
Startling Discovery
Analysis of ozone measurements in 1984 by a team led by John Fernam, an Englishman made the startling discovery that spring values of total ozone during 1980-84 periods had fallen dramatically compared to the earlier period between 1957-73. This discovery brought the British scientists into the limelight of world publicity, for it revived a somewhat sagging public interest in the destruction of the stratospheric ozone layer by anthropogenic trace gasses particularly Chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs), nitrogen species and hydrogen species. The influence of hydrogen species like hydroxide, methane on stratospheric ozone layer is through their catalytic properties, enhancing nitrogen and chlorine species reactions. Oxides of nitrogen are other species of concern. As new coolants, CFCs were introduced in 1928 as substitute to highly toxic gasses like ammonia and sulphurdioxide. They were inactive chemically, had no respiratory effect, and were not flammable. As best industrial solvents, aerosol propellants, and cleaning agents, CFCs were regarded as wonder gases. Though they were seen as godsend in the initial years but their recorded properties became the downfall as the time passed out. CFCs are stable and do persist in the environment, being unable to be washed by water. Encountering intense UV- radiation, they degrade into different chemicals that give rise to reactions leading to ozone destruction. One to one destructive relationship would not have been a problem, but a single molecule of bromine or chlorine destroys a thousand molecules of ozone.
Life would have been otherwise in the absence of ozone. Existence of ozone is crucial for life on earth because ozone layer controls absorption of a portion of deadly ultraviolet (UV) rays from the sun. Any lessening or destruction of stratospheric ozone could mean greater amounts of UV-B radiation would reach the Earth, creating among other problems, an increase in skin cancer- melanoma in humans. As UV rays increase, the possibility of interferences with normal life cycles of animals and plants would become more of a reality with eventual possibility of death. The phytoplankton, the beginners of food chain are adversely affected. A study suggets that a 16 per cent reduction on ozone concentration would result 6-9 per cent reduction in fish stocks. UNEP report of 1994 stated that increased UV-B radiation is reaching earth surface causing phytoplankton losses in water of Antarctica and development damage to fish, shrimps, crabs, amphibians etc.
http://www.nepalnews.com.np/contents/englishdaily/trn/2002/oct/oct23/features.htm 

World can't cope with famine says UN 
New Zealand Herald, 28.10.2002 - By GEOFFREY LEAN in London - Global warming is helping to cause an unprecedented series of famines that is pushing the world beyond its ability to cope, says the United Nations. 

… Scientists have long predicted that droughts and floods will increase as global warming takes hold. According to the World Disasters Report, published by the Red Cross, 2000 and 2001 were the two worst years on record for disasters. Since then, more than 360 natural disasters have occurred in the first nine months of this year. Drought has also struck from Australia to Mongolia, Vietnam to Sri Lanka, West Africa to Thailand. Floods affected more than 100 million people in China and more than 40 million in India, and brought the worst inundations yet to Germany, Austria and the Czech Republic.
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/storydisplay.cfm?storyID=3001266&thesection=news&thesubsection=world 

Climate change
The Independent  Bangladesh, Oct 26, 2002 - A two-week UN conference on Global Climate Change has begun in New Delhi with the expectation of reinforcing the call to ratify the Kyoto Protocol immediately. This will enable urgent measures to be implemented for mitigation of and adaptation to the effects of climate change. Bangladesh, like Samoa, stands to be devastatingly affected by sea-level rise from greenhouse gas emissions. At the meeting of the Group of 77 negotiating block from 133 developing countries party to the conference, Bangladesh and Samoa were most keen to discuss adaptation issues, given the reality that the USA, a coalition of petroleum-producing countries and Japan (and also some poor countries persuaded to prefer quick fixes for development to sustainable development) are refusing to ratify the Kyoto Protocol.
… The Kyoto Protocol will come into force later this year, when Russia is scheduled to formally ratify it. China has already signed the Protocol. Countries left out, including the USA, are expected to follow the spirit, it not the rigour, of the Protocol.
The cost of Kyoto Protocol will be from $150 billion to $350 billion annually, compared to $50 billion in global annual development aid. From the point of view of Bangladesh, there is a strong case for substantial increase in annual development aid specifically for infrastructural flexibility and adaptability in development of infrastructure. Alternatively, there should be a substantial expansion of UN environmental facility under the Kyoto Protocol to attend to adaptability planning and programmes that may be undertaken in Bangladesh right away to brace for greenhouse effects.
http://independent-bangladesh.com/news/oct/26/26102002ed.htm#A3 


Europe hits out at US on climate change
[image: image1.png]


The Times of India, OCTOBER 25, 2002 -  NEW DELHI: Differences within the industrialised countries’ camp chilled the air at the UN climate change conference with the United States once again rejecting greenhouse gas emission reduction targets and the Europeans coming out in favour of more commitments and a strong push for renewable energy.
‘‘The US has left the family,’’ said European Union (EU) representative Thomas Becker on Thursday. ‘‘But, we have to pay the bill for them. The EU has decided to go ahead with countries which do engage in multi-lateral work,’’ he said, recognising that developed countries bear the historical burden for emission concentrations believed to be contributing to global warming.

… ‘‘We want the Delhi meeting to announce that we have to think about the second commitment period,’’ said Becker. ‘‘We say it mostly as a call on developed countries, which will have to take the larger burden; it cannot be done just by commitments from developing countries,’’ he said.
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/cms.dll/articleshow?artid=26207517  

China Expedites Toxic Waste Removal in Three Gorges Reservoir Area
People’s Daily, Oct 26, 2002 -The Environmental Protection Bureau of Chongqing Municipality announced on Friday that residents of the Three Gorges reservoir area are expediting the removal of toxic waste.
To date, 10,753.9 tons of toxic waste, or 73.4 percent of the total, has been treated and removed, while 14 of the 15 sources of dangerous radiation have been dismantled and removed. 
The toxic waste discharged from chemical plants and laboratories mainly consists of waste acid, waste alkali and chromic residue. Chemical elements such as lead, mercury, arsenic and zinc are also present.
http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/200210/26/eng20021026_105703.shtml 
Japan shares its antipollution expertise - Grassroots work the best way to combat Asia's environment problems
Japan Times, Oct 26, 2002 - By ASAKO MURAKAMI -Staff writer - Last in a series - The city of Kitakyushu has moved ahead of other municipalities in transferring Japan's industrial knowledge and technology -- including measures to combat pollution -- to developing countries. 
The city, which succeeded in reducing serious industrial pollution in the 1960s and is now known as a center for environmental businesses, set up the Kitakyushu International Techno-Cooperative Association (KITA) in 1980 to spread technology in cooperation with local businesses.
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/cgi-bin/getarticle.pl5?nn20021026b5.htm 

BEYOND THE KYOTO PROTOCOL: TALKS OPEN IN INDIA  
WASHINGTON, DC, October 23, 2002 (ENS) - World leaders have gathered in New Delhi, India to discuss climate change initiatives that move beyond the Kyoto Protocol, despite continued U.S. opposition to the agreement. The meeting, which began today and continues through November 1, comes in the wake of recent announcements of support for the Kyoto Protocol by Russia and Canada. 
http://ens-news.com/ens/oct2002/2002-10-23-10.asp   

Long-term plan to handle toxic waste
The Star, Oct 26, 2002 (By STEPHEN THEN) - MIRI: Sarawak is mooting a long-term plan to handle the worrying increase in toxic waste generated annually as a result of the state’s rapid industrial and commercial development.  
State Minister of Public Health and Environment Datuk William Mawan Ikom said the plan would include ideas on how to minimise waste production. 
… “However, the ministry cannot compromise on the health of the people and the well-being of the environment.”  
Asked about the toxic waste that would be produced once the RM7.6bil aluminium smelter plant project in Bintulu comes into operation in 2005, Mawan said his ministry was aware of the potential environmental risks. 
http://thestar.com.my/news/story.asp?file=/2002/10/26/nation/mrtoxx&sec=nation 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

ROE MEDIA UPDATE

UNEP and UN in the News

World may fail to meet greenhouse targets – UN

NEW DELHI - The world may not meet its targets to cut carbon dioxide emissions under a global pact unless the United States, the world's biggest polluter, reduces greenhouse gases, a U.N. official said yesterday. "If you look at the current policies taken in the U.S., it's unlikely the Kyoto (Protocol) targets will be met," Joke Waller-Hunter, executive secretary of the U.N.'s Climate Change secretariat, told Reuters.

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/18329/story.htm
Nations mull implementing Kyoto treaty

NEW DELHI - Negotiators from nearly 185 countries worked Thursday to hammer out the details of implementing a landmark treaty aimed at reducing greenhouse gases that lead to global warming. 

http://www.cnn.com/2002/TECH/science/10/24/climate.change.ap/index.html
Children's charter on climate change

NEW DELHI: Over 150 students from 25 schools from across the city came together at the Capital’s India Habitat Centre to discuss environmental issues in an interactive seminar with members of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) on Wednesday.

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/cms.dll/articleshow?artid=26195613
General environment news

Spain's green energy firms say still need subsidy

MADRID - Removing government subsidies from renewable energy firms would be a "death sentence" for green energy in Spain, the Association of Renewable Energy Producers said. The comments come a day after Spanish Energy Minister Jose Folgado said the government was considering ending subsidies for renewable fuels as certain forms of renewable energy were mature enough to compete in the open market. 

The association said in a statement that incentives to produce renewable energy - wind, wave, hydro-electric and bio-mass power - were still needed.

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/18319/story.htm
UK seen likely to miss 2010 renewable energy target

LONDON - Britain is likely to miss its 2010 target to generate 10 percent of electricity from renewables sources, speakers at an industry conference said. "With the current growth level, we forecast renewable electricity generation to be below the official target by 2010," Douglas McWilliams, of consultancy the Centre for Economic and Business Research (CEBR), told delegates. He forecast renewables will account for about 7.2 percent of generation by 2010. Improved incentives were required to raise the level of production significantly, and a diversity of sources was needed to maximise renewable generation, McWilliams said. 

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/18320/story.htm
_________________________________________________________________________________

ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS FROM NORTH AMERICAN MEDIA (RONA)
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Trashing the Oceans. US News and World Report, 4/11:  An armada of plastic rides the waves, and sea creatures are suffering.  One brilliant summer morning in 2000, the small private research vessel Alguita discovered a 10-mile-wide flotilla of the disposable sacks, an estimated 6 million of them destined for Taco Bells around the country, bobbing more than 1,000 miles west of California.  Most plastic bags end up in landfills, part of the millions of tons of plastic garbage Americans dump each year. But whether jettisoned illegally by ships at sea, washed out from land during storms, or, as in the case of the chalupa bags, accidentally lost overboard from containerships, countless tons of plastic refuse end up drifting on the high seas.  Plastic is not just an aesthetic problem, it can actually change entire ecosystems, from choking fish and other marine life, to some tiny marine animals riding rafts of plastic trash and invading polar seas.  And then there are the high concentrations of deadly chemicals clinging to floating, tapioca-size plastic pellets called "nurdles."  (See 

http://www.usnews.com/usnews/biz/e_friend.php3?goto=%2Fusnews%2Fissue%2F021104%2Fmisc%2F4oceans.htm)

US NEWS

Gulf of Mexico's expanding 'dead zone' threatens marine habitats, Boston Globe, 27/10:  Hurricane Lili may not have hit the US Gulf shore with ferocity, but in the Gulf of Mexico, it may have helped break up a dead zone where marine life cannot survive.  Last summer, the zone of low-oxygen water reached its largest size ever, driving shrimp, red snapper, and other species from their habitats.  Although it's too early to be certain, scientists say that previous hurricanes have churned the Gulf waters enough to make the zone disappear until the next summer.  (See http://www.boston.com/dailyglobe2/300/nation/Gulf_s_expanding_dead_zone_threatens_marine_habitats+.shtml)

Panel Assails Bush's Environmental Record, Washington Post, 25/10:  In a report released Thursday, the Governmental Affairs Committee of the US Senate accused the Bush administration of "a predetermined hostility" toward environmental regulations initiated by former President Clinton.  The withering 90-page assessment of President Bush's actions questioned the legality of a 60-day freeze, issued hours after Bush took office, affecting all pending federal environmental regulations.  Among the initiatives halted by the directive were strict Interior Department rules for hard-rock mining on public lands, a U.S. EPA effort to lower the allowable levels of arsenic in drinking water, and an Agriculture Department rule barring most new logging and road construction on almost 60 million acres of national forest.  The administration later relented on arsenic, but not on many other proposed environmental regulations.  The committee said the directive was "an early warning of the administration's lack of respect for the process of developing regulations" and accused the White House of repeatedly placing politics ahead of science. (See http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A13909-2002Oct24.html)

California Panel Bans Fishing Around a Marine Sanctuary, NY Times, 24/10:  After four years of study and debate, the California Fish and Game Commission has approved a network of marine reserves around the Channel Islands, creating what amounts to a network of underwater parks where fishing is off limits.  The reserve will be the largest off the West Coast and the third largest in the United States, behind others in the Northern Hawaiian Islands and the Dry Tortugas in the Florida Keys.  (See http://www.nytimes.com/2002/10/24/national/24MARI.html?ex=1036491201&ei=1&en=efd114c15dca1ec5)

US-EPA Documents Fuel Election Tug of War, Washington Post, 26/10:  Democrats and environmentalists are pushing to make public details of the Bush administration's plan to ease clean air enforcement rules governing older coal-fired power plants and refineries. They think it could prove awkward for Republican lawmakers in tight races.   But with less than two weeks to go before the elections, administration officials not surprisingly have been slow to comply with demands for reams of agency documents.  (See http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A24484-2002Oct26.html)

Study: Biotech Benefits Environment, AP/Baltimore Sun, 25/10:  As scientists, corporations, farmers and environmentalists debate whether genetically modified plants are healthy for humans, a soil and water conservation group says they help the environment.  Biotech crops can reduce the need to plow, resulting in less erosion of topsoil and less air and water pollution, the Conservation Technology Information Center concludes in a study presented Thursday at the World Food Prize Symposium in Des Moines, Iowa.  (See http://www.sunspot.net/business/nationworld/wire/sns-ap-farm-scene1025oct24.story)

CANADIAN NEWS

UN rep agrees to look into proposed Ontario hazardous waste incinerator, Canadian Press, 26/10:  A representative of the United Nations Human Rights Commission has agreed to examine a plan to build a hazardous waste incinerator in northeastern Ontario.  Grand Chief Carol McBride said First Nations communities have concerns about an application to build the facility in Kirkland Lake, Ont.  Fatma-Zohra Ouhachi-Vesely, a UN official who deals with issues regarding human rights and toxic waste, has agreed to study the project.  Some citizens in the area have expressed concerns about the environmental assessment commissioned.  The public will then have an opportunity to respond to that report before the government makes a final decision on the application, likely next year.

Now that the Canadian Government has released its draft Kyoto Protocol implementation strategy (see at http://www.climatechange.gc.ca), articles are focused on reactions from the various stakeholders:

· Alberta leads attack on Ottawa's Kyoto plan, CBC News, 25/10:  The federal government's proposals to cut greenhouse gas emissions are a completely unacceptable rehash of vague ideas floated in the past, according to Alberta and several other provinces.   (See http://cbc.ca/cgi-bin/templates/print.cgi?/2002/10/24/kyoto_reaction021024)

· Ottawa attacked as it unveils plan on Kyoto targets, Reuters, 25/10:  Canada unveiled long-awaited proposals Thursday on how to meet its obligations under the Kyoto climate change accord, but critics immediately slammed the plan as embarrassingly vague.  Environmentalists and a majority of Canadians continue to support the accord, especially as the northern country suffers record high temperatures and droughts, which many link to global warming.  (Seehttp://enn.com/news/wire-stories/2002/10/10252002/reu_48802.asp)

· Kyoto plan lets oil industry off easy while 'clean' provinces suffer: Quebec, Canadian Press, 25/10:  The Quebec legislature blasted Ottawa's plan to reduce greenhouse gases, with members accusing the federal government of pandering to the Alberta oil industry. Quebec strongly endorses the Kyoto accord but wants to negotiate a separate implementation plan with Ottawa, said Environment Minister Andre Boisclair.  (See http://www.canada.com/news/story.asp?id={5857E5A0-1860-444B-898A-4ED70D881E52})

· Federal plan to implement accord a `joke', Toronto Star, 25/10:  The federal implementation plan for reducing greenhouse gas emissions is a "joke" and Ontario will have its own alternative plan prepared in time for the next election, says the provincial Environment Minister.  But opposition critics said there is no Ontario plan and accused the Conservatives of making it up as they go along.  (See http://www.thestar.com/NASApp/cs/ContentServer?pagename=thestar/Layout/Article_PrintFriendly&c=Article&cid=1026146796039)
· Goals too vague and uneven, critics say. Toronto Globe and Mail, 25/10:  The federal government's draft plan to meet Kyoto Protocol targets for cutting greenhouse-gas emissions was criticized yesterday for being thin on crucial details and for unduly burdening different regions of Canada.  The plan, which will be debated by provincial energy and environment ministers at a crucial meeting in Halifax on Monday, asks industry to bear as much as 40 per cent of the total burden for cutting greenhouse gases but calls on consumers to take less than 10 per cent of the load.  (See http://www.globeandmail.com/environment)

· Kyoto pact a shell of a deal, Globe and Mail, 25/10:  Never mind the rhetoric coming out of Ottawa, or the provinces for that matter, about whether to ratify the Kyoto Protocol on climate change.  It's increasingly clear that all parties to this deal -- including 3,000 international delegates meeting in New Delhi for the next eight days at the annual United Nations conference on climate change -- realize now that the original 1997 agreement is dead on arrival. Small wonder, then, that delegates in New Delhi this week quietly shifted focus from preventing climate change to adapting to it.  (See http://www.globeandmail.com/environment)

_________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE  ECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General, and Richard Sydenham, Spokesman for the President of the General Assembly.

           Briefing by the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

           Good afternoon.  We will be joined today by Mahmoud Kassem, Chairman of the Panel of Experts on the

     Illegal Exploitation of Natural Resources and Other Forms of Wealth of the Democratic Republic of the Congo, who will talk about the Panel’s report.

           **Iraq/Secretary-General

           Upon entering the Building this morning, the Secretary-General was asked about the prospects for a Security  Council resolution concerning Iraq, and he said, “I do expect a Council resolution and I expect it to be unanimous. 

     There’s hard discussions going on, and I hope in the end they will be fruitful, and that the inspectors will go back to Iraq with the support of a united Council behind them.”

           In response to a question about the progress of the negotiations, he said, “It’s democracy in practice; it takes a bit of time, but with patience, we’ll get an optimal decision.”

           The Secretary-General also commented on the hostage situation in Moscow, saying that it is “unreasonable” and adding, “We cannot accept that innocent civilians should be trapped in this situation.”  He reiterated his demand for their release, adding his hope that, “in the end, the perpetrators would also be made to account”.

           We have copies of his comments upstairs.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council is holding consultations on Iraq.

           Yesterday, after the noon briefing, the Security Council, in a five-point resolution adopted unanimously,

     condemned the "heinous act" of taking hostages in Moscow and demanded the immediate and unconditional release  of all hostages.  The Council said it "regards such acts, like any act of international terrorism, as a threat to

     international peace and security".

           The Council President, Ambassador Martin Belinga-Eboutou of Cameroon, also read a presidential statement on Kosovo that called upon all eligible voters to take part in this weekend’s municipal elections.

           **Afghan Poppy Survey

           The UN Office on Drugs and Crime today launched its Opium Survey for Afghanistan for this year which

     confirmed a considerable level of opium production in that country, with 90 per cent of opium-poppy cultivation concentrated in five provinces:  Helmand, Nangahar, Badakhshan, Uruzgan and Kandahar.

           The total opium production in Afghanistan for this year is estimated to amount to some 3,400 metric tons,

     which is 25 per cent less than the record levels of opium produced in 1999, but considerably higher than the 185 metric tons produced there last year.

           Antonio Maria Costa, the Executive Director of the Office, who launched the report in Rome today, said the high level of opium cultivation this year was not a sign of the failure of the Afghan authorities to fight drug trafficking.   Rather, he said, the planting of this year’s crop took place during the total collapse of law and order, in the autumn of 2001, before the present government was in place.

           The survey adds that it would not be appropriate to see Afghanistan as a country entirely dependent on illegal activity, since a high level of economic dependency on opium-poppy cultivation is limited to a few provinces that have not complied with the Government ban issued this January on opium production.

           We have copies of the report and an executive summary, as well as of  Mr. Costa’s comments in Rome, upstairs.

           **Deputy Secretary-General Fréchette

           On the United Nations Staff Day, the Deputy Secretary-General, Louise Fréchette, paid tribute to the 57

     peacekeepers and six civilian staff who have lost their lives since Staff Day last year.

           In her remarks at the Memorial Ceremony, she said that the Secretary-General was exploring the possibility of  using the money from last year’s Nobel Peace Prize to establish a “United Nations Nobel Peace Prize Memorial Trust  Fund”, for the education of children of staff members who have lost their lives in the line of duty.

           In another address to mark Staff Day, the Deputy Secretary-General noted that this was a tense and troubled  moment in world affairs, and said that the car bombing in Bali “underscored both the degree to which the fight against  terrorism has quickly become one of the main priorities of the United Nations, and the importance of international cooperation in that struggle”.

           She then listed some highlights of the Secretary-General’s report on UN reform.  “Together, they add up to a  very different way of doing business”, she said.

           We have both of her remarks available in the Spokesman’s office. 

           **Democratic Republic of Congo

           At the initiative of Moustapha Niasse, the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy, the Government of the

     Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), the Movement for the Liberation of the Congo, and the Congolese Rally for  Democracy (Goma) agreed to hold informal consultations beginning today in Pretoria, South Africa, on an all-inclusive  transitional political arrangement in the DRC.

           Mr. Niasse is set to meet those three groups separately today and together over the weekend and into early

     next week. He will also be meeting representatives of other armed groups, as well as political parties, throughout next week.

           These consultations are being held in close cooperation with the presidency of the African Union and with the active support of the Government of South Africa.

           The consultations follow extensive discussions and contacts with the Congolese parties undertaken by Mr.

     Niasse through shuttle diplomacy since June 2002.

           The talks are part of his efforts to help the Congolese parties reach, on an informal basis, an all-inclusive

     transitional arrangement.  Such an arrangement, once reached, will be formally endorsed by the inter-Congolese dialogue under the chairmanship of its Facilitator, Sir Ketumile Masire.

           I also want to flag a statement issued by Iulia Antoanella Motoc, the Special Rapporteur of the Commission on  Human Rights for the DRC, in which she expresses her concern about the increase of violations of human rights during the withdrawal of the foreign forces.  She underscored that the withdrawal of foreign troops must not be an opportunity  or a pretext for the commitment of human rights violations.  She appealed to all the parties to respect all human rights. 

           **DRC -- Humanitarian

           On the humanitarian side, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) remains

     concerned about the situation in Ituri Province in the north-east of the DRC. 

           There are an estimated half a million displaced persons in the area, including over 130,000 in Bunia alone.

           The health situation is precarious.  There is little or no access to health centres due to insecurity and lack of

     income; 15 health centres have been looted and/or destroyed; and a cholera epidemic has broken out in Bunia and other localities.  Where nutritional centres are accessible to the population, the number of malnourished children seeking aid has increased.  Water systems have been sabotaged in Ngongo et Regideso à Bunia, and drinking water is insufficient throughout Ituri.  In addition, food production has been drastically reduced due to population movements. 

           We have upstairs the full text of the press releases from OCHA and the Human Rights Rapporteur.

           **Sudanese Refugees in DRC

           The UN refugee agency is very concerned about the situation of 17,000 Sudanese refugees following the

     occupation of a Sudanese refugee settlement by a rebel faction in northern DRC.

           Rebel presence in the locality caused panic among local and refugee populations who fled to the bush.  Since  Monday, most of the 17,000 refugees have gone into hiding.  We are unable to reach the refugees as fighting continues nearby.

           Sudanese refugees have been in DRC for the past 12 years.

           A General Assembly document on the interim report of the Special Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights on the situation in the Sudan is out on the racks today.

           The report concludes that the overall situation of human rights in the Sudan has not improved, and that the

     implementation of the peace agreement is key.

           **UNAIDS Executive Director Speaks

            Peter Piot, the Executive Director of the Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS, or UNAIDS for short, today

     addressed a joint meeting of the General Assembly’s Second and Third Committees, telling them that, 16 months after  the General Assembly’s unprecedented special session on AIDS, “already there are signs it was a turning point in the global response to the epidemic”.

           But he cautioned, “History’s judgement on the session still hangs in the balance.”  While there has been

     progress in increasing the global momentum in the fight against AIDS, Dr. Piot warned the response is not yet strong enough to turn the epidemic back.

           He notes that a report by the Secretary-General over the gains of the past 16 months shows that leadership in  responding to the epidemic has undoubtedly increased, but, so far, too many of the efforts against AIDS are still small-scale efforts rather than nationwide comprehensive programmes.  He asserted, “The most emphatic lesson in over 20 years of fighting AIDS is that half measures do not work.”

           We have copies of his speech upstairs.

           **Iraq -– Human Rights

           Out on the racks is the latest report from Andreas Mavromiatis, the Human Rights Commission’s Special

     Rapporteur on the human rights situation in Iraq.

           In the report Mavromiatis writes that he welcomed the dialogue he has been able to have on this issue with the Government of Iraq, but adds that the level of cooperation, although improved, did not attain the level, detail and substance he had expected.

           **Sudan -– Human Rights

           A General Assembly document on the interim report of the Special Rapporteur of the Commission of Human Rights on the situation in the Sudan is out on the racks today.

           The report concludes that the overall situation of human rights in the Sudan has not improved, and that the

     implementation of the peace agreement is key.

           **Côte d’Ivoire

           The Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs reports that in Abijdan, Côte d’Ivoire, people continue being displaced from their homes, especially among shantytown residents.  Some people are homeless overnight.

     Bulldozers, guarded by police officers, have demolished structures made out of wood planks, plastic sheeting and adobe.

           Meanwhile, people displaced by the recent fighting continue to arrive in Abidjan, although exact numbers are  not yet available.  However, the risk of epidemics due to population movement is imminent.  Health organizations are considering planning immunization days nationwide, with security for the teams becoming a main concern.

           The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) and the World Food Programme (WFP)are making their ways with immediate assistance to Bouake and Yamoussoukro, as well as to the transit centres in Abidjan.

           **Smallpox Research

           A team of international biosafety experts appointed by the World Health Organization (WHO) has completed  an inspection of a smallpox research laboratory in Koltsovo, part of Russia’s Novosibirsk Region, and has concluded that the laboratory can safely be used for work with the Variola virus, which causes smallpox.  The team said all  previous safety recommendations for the site have been implemented.

           The team plans to make a follow-up visit to the facility, which is one of two centres collaborating with the WHO  that currently houses stocks of the virus causing smallpox; the other one is the Center for Disease Control and  Prevention in Atlanta.

           We have a press release from the WHO with more details.

           **World Food Programme

           The World Food Programme said that in addition to Guatemala and Honduras, it had now added El Salvador to  its list of Latin American countries facing food problems.

           The Week Ahead at UN

           Monday, 28 October:  The Security Council will hold an open meeting on women, peace and security.

           Tuesday, 29 October:  The Secretary-General is to speak at a seminar, sponsored with the International

     Peace Academy, commemorating the tenth anniversary of the Department of Peacekeeping Operations.  The event will begin at 10 a.m. at the Millennium UN Plaza Hotel.

           The Security Council intends to hold private meetings with the President of the International Court of Justice,  Judge Gilbert Guillaume, and with the Presidents of the International Tribunals for Rwanda and the Former Yugoslavia, Judges Navanethem Pillay and Claude Jorda.

           The Global Mountain Summit will begin in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan.

           The guest at the noon briefing will be Joseph Chamie, Director of the Population Division of the Department of  Economic and Social Affairs, who will discuss international migration.

           Wednesday, 30 October:  The Secretary-General is to address the General Assembly on his report on UN

     reform.

           The Security Council will hold an open briefing, followed by consultations, on Afghanistan.

           Thursday, 31 October:  The Security Council expects to hold consultations on the UN Organization Mission in  the Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUC).

           Friday, 1 November:  The presidency of the Security Council will rotate from Cameroon to China, and new Council President Wang Yinfan of China is expected to hold bilateral consultations with Council members on its  programme of work for November.

           **Questions and Answers

           Question:  When do you think the Security Council will vote about Iraq and what type of resolution will it be –-  a resolution backed by strength or a resolution backed by the United States and the United Kingdom?

           Answer:  That’s entirely in the hands of the Council, and I have no basis on which to judge when they might  act.  All I can give you is what the Secretary-General has consistently said, they will act and they will act

     unanimously, he hopes.

           Comments:  Three of our colleagues from the United Nations press corps did a really fine job for two hours live  on C-span this morning, the Washington Bureau, which is in New York now, and I think they re-run those shows in the afternoon.  I’m not sure, but I think I’ve seen the re-runs.

           Answer:  Okay, thank you for that.  If there’s nothing else, we’ll go to Richard and then to Mr Kassem.

           Briefing by the Spokesman for the President of the General

           Thank you and good afternoon.

           Speaking at the flag-raising memorial ceremony this morning on UN Staff Day, General Assembly President Jan Kavan paid tribute to the contributions made by many of the staff members whose lives were cut short in accidents or due to malicious acts in foreign lands while serving the United Nations.

           “We mourn their loss and pay homage to their courage and devotion”, the President said.  He went on to

     appeal to Member States to ensure the safety and security of United Nations and associated personnel on their

     territories and requested and invited Member States who have not yet done so to ratify the Convention on the Safety of United Nations and Associated Personnel.

           In his message, he also saluted the staff of the United Nations in all corners of the world and paid tribute to

     their unflagging spirit to make our world more humane.

           “In this tribute, I would also like to include some 47,000 United Nations retirees who dedicated their working  years and helped evolve this Organization to the powerful force that it is today”, he said.

           The statement may be found on the Assembly President’s Web site.

           The First Committee continues its discussion of draft resolutions on all disarmament and international security  agenda items, and the Fifth Committee discusses the current financial situation of the UN and starts a general discussion of the capital master plan.

           Just a look ahead to next week.  Next Monday, 28 October, the General Assembly plenary takes up report of  the International Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia and the report of the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda.

           On Tuesday, the General Assembly plenary takes up the report of the International Court of Justice, and on     Wednesday and Thursday, next week, the plenary discusses the report of the Secretary-General on strengthening of the United Nations -- an agenda for further change.

           As Fred just briefed you about Dr. Piot’s address today to the Second and Third Committees, this briefing is in preparation for consideration of this item which will take place on 8 November in plenary session.

           Any questions?

· *** *

___________________________________________________________________________________
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* * * *

Iraq: Security Council


25 October – As the Security Council began a day of closed-door meetings on proposals for dealing with Iraq, the 15-member body’s President voiced confidence that a resolution would be passed without undue delay.

“We are in the process of conducting consultations,” said Ambassador Martin Belinga-Eboutou of Cameroon during the midday break. He added that he is “optimistic” because the members wanted to adopt a resolution in the coming week, but he also cautioned patience.

In formulating a new resolution, the Council aimed to both support and facilitate the work of United Nations weapons inspections mandated to operate in Iraq. As such, their input would be essential in helping the Council to define their mandate, he said.

Speaking to reporters after the afternoon session wrapped up, Ambassador James Cunningham of the United States agreed that the views of the heads of the UN Monitoring Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) would be vital.

“We’re looking forward to meeting with [UNMOVIC Executive Chairman Hans] Blix and [IAEA Director-General Mohammed] ElBaradei on Monday to get their views of the specifics of the inspection regime that we’ve set out, and then after that I think we’ll be in a good position to look at how we get forward to come to conclusion on the resolution next week,” he told reporters.

Ambassador Cunningham said the draft resolution had been reviewed by all Council members. “We’ve heard their views and we’re going to take all that on board, and we will now take it in consideration,” he said.

To a question on US motives, he said, “We didn’t bring this issue into the Security Council to look for authorization of the use of military force; we brought it in the Security Council to send a clear message to Iraq and to strengthen and reinforce the inspections regime so it can have a chance of success.”

* * *

Iraq: Secretary-General

25 October – Speaking ahead of Security Council consultations today on Iraq, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan stressed the need for patience with the negotiations over a new resolution for UN weapons inspectors to return to the country, and said he believed the Council would ultimately agree on a new text.

“I do expect a Council resolution and I do expect it to be unanimous,” the Secretary-General told reporters upon entering UN Headquarters in New York. “There are discussions going on and I hope in the end, it will be fruitful and that the inspectors will go back to Iraq with the support of the united Council behind it.”

The Secretary-General reminded journalists that the draft of a resolution submitted by the United States had only gone to the full Council this week and that prior discussions had been limited to the body’s five permanent members – the US, China, France, Russian Federation and the United Kingdom.

“I think there’s going to be quite a lot of discussion among the [Council] members and it’s appropriate, because we’re dealing with a very serious matter,” Mr. Annan said. “It’s democracy in practice, it takes a bit of time.”

“But with patience, we’ll get an optimal decision,” he added.

* * *

Afghanistan

25 October –Afghanistan remains a key producer of the world’s opium, with 90 per cent of cultivation concentrated in just five provinces, the United Nations Office for Drugs and Crime (ODC) said in its annual opium survey for the country released today.

“The high level of opium cultivation in Afghanistan this year is not a manifestation of a failure of the Afghan authorities or of the international efforts to assist them in drug control,” ODC Executive Director Antonio Maria Costa said on the report’s launch in Rome.

The report blames the upsurge on the power vacuum in Kabul caused by the aftermath of the 11 September 2001 terrorist attacks, saying it enabled farmers to replant opium poppy. By the time the Afghan Interim Administration was established and issued a strong ban on illicit drug cultivation, most of the opium poppy fields had already begun to sprout.

“The cultivation took place during the total collapse of law and order in the Fall 2001, long before the new Government of Hamid Karzai was in place, and before the UN-coordinated effort to rebuild the country devastated by two decades of conflict had even begun,” Mr. Costa explained.

The total opium output this year amounted to an estimated 3,400 tons, still 25 per cent lower than the all-time record of 4,600 tons in 1999. Although it is difficult to estimate the value of the illicit crop because of fluctuating prices, the report notes that the total income for the Afghan opium poppy farmers could reach several hundreds of million US dollars” in 2002.

 “What is needed in the period ahead is much stronger international support in establishing and developing law enforcement institutions, and providing Afghan farmers with alternative, licit means of livelihood,” said Mr. Costa. He also called for greater assistance to the Afghan authorities in carrying out their “strong commitment” to preventing opium cultivation, and noted that immediately after assuming office, President Karzai issued a decree banning not only cultivation but also the processing, trafficking and abuse of opiates – a position which was reiterated last month.

Those moves were made in response to the proliferation of opium cultivation in Afghanistan. By the late 1990s, the country provided about 70 per cent of global production of illicit opium, while some 9 million people, or two thirds of all abusers worldwide, consumed drugs of Afghan origin, ODC said. About half a million people have been involved in the international trade of illicit Afghan opiates in recent years.

The survey’s findings were based on high-resolution satellite images complemented by extensive ground surveys. UN investigators visited 923 villages in 84 districts of 16 provinces.

* * *

DR of Congo

25 October – The United Nations Secretary General, Kofi Annan, today called on the international community to stop countries from exploiting natural resources to pursue war aims or from using it as a pretext for conflict.

Asked by reporters about a recent report by a panel of UN experts on the illegal exploitation of natural resources and other forms of wealth in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), the Secretary-General said that in such situations, “war profiteering develops and there is no interest in peace.”

The report recommends financial restrictions on 29 companies based in the DRC, Belgium, Rwanda, Uganda, Zimbabwe and South Africa, as well as 54 highly placed persons, including Augustin Katumba Mwanke, Minister of Presidency in the DRC, Kibassa Maliba, a former Minister of Mines, and Mwana Nanga Mawapanga, a DRC Ambassador in Harare.

Mr. Annan said the report had raised “many serious questions” that will have to be looked into by the Security Council, the international community and the governments in the region, and called for an investigation of the companies identified in the report.

Asked what responsibility foreign governments had in protecting the DRC from the corporations named in the report, Mr. Annan said, “I would hope that there would be some way of putting an embargo on exports from there, either through a direct ban, or governments taking responsibility for companies that are registered in their countries to ensure that they did not behave irresponsibly.”

Responding to criticism by Rwanda, whose senior officials had described the group’s report as lacking in credibility, panel Chairman Mahmoud Kassem told a press briefing at UN Headquarters in New York that every bit of information obtained and used by the panel was corroborated.

Mr. Kassem said the panel’s recommendations were “an essential part of what it envisions to be a holistic and viable process.” The Chairman said his panel had recommended that the international community emphasize a peace dividend in the form of economic incentives for the DRC and the Great lakes countries involved in the conflict.

* * *

DR of Congo

25 October - Following months of shuttle diplomacy with parties in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), a special envoy of United Nations Secretary General Kofi Annan today began a series of informal consultations with the DRC Government, the Movement for the Liberation of Congo and the Congolese Rally for Democracy-Goma on transitional political arrangements in the war-torn country.

The consultations led by envoy Moustapha Niasse are taking place in Pretoria with the active support of the African Union and the Government of South Africa. The envoy is also expected to meet representatives of other armed groups and political parties.

Transitional arrangements which emerge from these informal consultations will be formally endorsed by the Inter-Congolese Dialogue chaired by its facilitator, Ketumile Masire.

In another development, the UN Special Rapporteur for DRC, Iulia Motoc, called on all parties to participate in the Inter-Congolese Dialogue, which, she said, would put in place mechanisms which allowing new institutions to function.

Ms. Motoc expressed concern about the increased violation of human rights reported during the withdrawal of foreign troops from the country and the resumption of armed conflict in eastern DRC, which had caused the humanitarian situation to deteriorate. She also voiced disapproval at the reintroduction of the death penalty in the country, calling on the Government to reconsider this setback to human rights.

Meanwhile, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) today expressed concern about the situation in Ituri Province in the north east of DRC, where there are about half a million displaced persons.

Reporting that about 60,000 refugees had headed towards Beni in North Kivu, and thousands more to other locations such as Nairobi and Kampala, OCHA said the health situation in the area had become precarious.

“There is little or no access to health centres due to insecurity and lack of income; 15 health centres have been looted and destroyed and a cholera epidemic has broken out in Bunia, Iga-Barriere et Tchiomia,” OCHA said in a statement. Water systems have been sabotaged and food production drastically reduced in parts of the area. “Where nutritional centres are accessible, the number of malnourished children seeking help has increased,” OCHA said.

* * *

DR of Congo: refugees

25 October – The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) today expressed concern about the situation of more than 17,000 Sudanese in a refugee camp in northeast Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) following the occupation of the site by rebels earlier this week.

The UN agency said that rebels of the Congolese Patriotic Union/Popular Rally (UPC–RP) had moved into the Biringi refugee settlement, 80 kilometres west of the town of Aru, where there had been intense fighting between the Hema and Lendu ethnic groups for several months.

According to UNHCR, the UPC rebels believed to be supporters of the Hema were retreating northwards on Monday when Lendu fighters blocked their withdrawal. Reports say the blockade sent the rebels into the Biringi settlement and surrounding areas, causing panic among the refugees and the local population, who fled into the bush.

Renewed fighting broke out yesterday between the UPC–RP and ethnic Lendu militias 15 kilometres from Biringi, preventing movement to or from Aru. UN staff in the town had been unable to get to Biringi to assess the refugee situation there and the majority of refugees in the area are said to be still in hiding.

Sudanese refugees have been in the DRC for the past 12 years, according to UNHCR. While a few arrived between 1998 and 2000 and still depend on humanitarian assistance, the majority of them are long-time refugees who have integrated into villages where they have reached a level of self-sufficiency. UNHCR assists 41,000 Sudanese in northeast DRC, out of a total population of 75,600.

* * *

Somali refugees

25 October – As the last of some 18,000 Somali refugees return home from a camp in eastern Ethiopia, the United Nations refugee agency today said it plans to close the facility, the sixth of eight in Ethiopia to be shut down.

Since its voluntary repatriation programme began in May, 14,000 Somalis have returned home from the Camaboker camp in eastern Ethiopia, while another 4,000 are waiting to follow on two final convoys as soon as weather conditions improve in the region.

The UN agency had already closed its camps in Hartisheik B, Darwanaji, Teferiber, Rabasso and Daror camps, all in eastern Ethiopia.

A UNHCR spokesman in Geneva said the agency would begin to repatriate the 11,714 refugees in Hartisheik A camp but that its work could be affected by the Muslim holy month of Ramadhan, to be observed next month, as well as the upcoming elections in Somaliland.

Many of the Somali refugees in eastern Ethiopia’s have lived in exile for over a decade, having fled during Somaliland’s war of secession in 1988. Hundreds of thousands more fled following the collapse of the Siad Barre regime in Somalia and the ensuing outbreak of civil war.

* * *

Côte d’Ivoire

25 October – People in Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire, continue to be displaced from their homes, especially shantytown residents, as bulldozers, guarded by police officers, have demolished structures made out of wood planks, plastic sheeting and adobe, the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) reported today.

Although the demolition of shantytowns near military complexes is being carried out for security reasons following a coup attempt last month, the area hit yesterday is at least two kilometres from the nearest military installation, OCHA said.

Meanwhile, people displaced by the recent fighting continue to arrive in Abidjan, although exact numbers are not yet available, OCHA said, warning of an imminent risk of epidemics due to population movement. Health organizations are considering planning immunization days nationwide, with security for the teams becoming a main concern.

The UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the World Food Programme (WFP) are making their way with immediate assistance to Bouaké and Yamoussoukro, as well as to transit centres in Abidjan.

* * *
Sudan: human rights


25 October – The chance for achieving peace in the Sudan created by the signing of a protocol earlier this year must be seized in order to end human rights abuses in the country, a United Nations expert argues in a report released today.


In his report to the UN General Assembly, Gerhart Baum, the Special Rapporteur on human rights in the Sudan, says the signing of the Machakos Protocol in July could lead to successful peace negotiations. This development “may provide a chance not to be missed to put an end to war-related human rights abuses,” he says.


Documenting those violations, the Special Rapporteur says the country’s overall human rights situation has not improved. The population has suffered ongoing military activities, widespread internal displacement and obstacles to the humanitarian relief effort. In addition, the “oil issue” persists, with Mr. Baum receiving “alarming information pointing to the continuation of grave human rights abuses linked to oil exploitation, aimed at depopulating oil-rich areas to ensure their control.”


“The Special Rapporteur was shocked to read witnesses’ accounts of scorched earth tactics used by air and ground forces to clear oil-rich areas, chase people out of their villages and ensure that they would not return, including by planting anti-personnel landmines around watering points and along pathways to areas where wild food is available and in emptied villages,” the report states.


In considering the possibility of future peace in the Sudan, Mr. Baum stresses that the international community must develop strategies for a post-conflict scenario. Calling for “wealth-sharing” in the country, including for oil revenues, he recommends the creation of an international monitoring mechanism, but adds that “it would not be appropriate for military personnel to be utilized to this end.”


The Special Rapporteur also places great importance on the engagement of the UN in helping the Sudan. “Strong political involvement by the United Nations is urgently needed to support the peace process, for the neutrality and objectivity that characterize its action as opposed to single governments’ initiatives and for its potential to bring on board the whole international community in an effective and sustainable way,” he says.

* * *

Iraq: human rights


25 October – While welcoming the fact that he is able to conduct a dialogue with officials in Iraq, a United Nations human rights expert has called on the country to undertake a series of reforms aimed at ending abuses, according to a report to the UN General Assembly released today.


Andreas Mavrommatis, the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Iraq, cites various sources pointing to ongoing abuses, including extrajudicial killings, torture, cruel, degrading and inhuman treatment and punishment, forced displacement, the lack of fair trial, freedom of expression and association, religious freedom and other rights. 

During a visit to the country earlier this year, Mr. Mavrommatis gathered “considerable information regarding alleged human rights violations by the Government,” including reports relating to “secret detention sites, where allegedly torture, cruel, degrading and inhuman treatment and punishment is widespread.”

Calling on Baghdad to implement proposals he has long put forward for improving the human rights situation in Iraq, the Special Rapporteur lauds the fact that a dialogue has been initiated with the Government. He urges the Iraqi authorities to provide all requested information, including that concerning individual cases he has brought to their attention.


Mr. Mavrommatis also calls on the Government to implement a moratorium on executions and to “end all actions and policies that directly or indirectly affect or encourage religious intolerance, or any other sort of discrimination.” Baghdad, he says, should abolish the special courts, and ensure that the rule of law is respected everywhere and at all times in Iraq.

* * *

Secretary-General

25 October – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan mourned the death today of United States Senator Paul Wellstone in a plane crash over Minnesota, remembering him as a “profoundly decent” man and a friend of the UN.

“The sudden and tragic death of Sen. Wellstone, along with his wife, his daughter and several campaign workers, comes as a personal shock to me,” the Secretary-General said in a statement released in New York.

The Senator had been among the first to greet him on his initial visit to Washington as Secretary-General in 1997, Mr. Annan said, “and joined me on two occasions when I visited his home state of Minnesota.”

“He was a profoundly decent man, a man of principle, a man of conscience,” the Secretary-General said. “His passing is a loss not only for his family, friends and constituents, but also for friends of the United Nations.”

“I send my heartfelt condolences to the family and loved ones he leaves behind,” he added.

* * *

HIV/AIDS

25 October – The global HIV epidemic is getting worse and the future toll of the virus will be dramatic even if its spread is halted instantly, the head of the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) warned today.

In an address to a joint meeting of the UN General Assembly’s Second and Third Committees, which deal with economic and humanitarian issues, UNAIDS Executive Director Dr. Peter Piot told delegates that the sobering facts from the latest country-by-country estimates released in June showed new highs in southern Africa where, in three countries, more than one third of all adults are infected.

Dr. Piot said there were new signs of increase in West Africa, while in the Caribbean, the world’s second worst affected region, HIV/AIDS was advancing, especially in some mainland countries on the Caribbean shores.

Meanwhile, the fastest growing HIV rates were in Eastern Europe and Central Asia, Dr. Piot noted, “where young people are worst-affected by an epidemic driven by social dislocation and drug use.” In six states in India, he said, more than one per cent of all adults are HIV positive while there are signs of rapid increases in China and Indonesia, two of the world’s most populous countries.

“In the speed and extent of its global spread and in its destructive force, HIV/AIDS now stands as the worst epidemic in human history,” he said.

The tools to combat the epidemic were well known and spelled out in a Declaration of Commitment adopted by countries at a recent UN conference, Dr. Piot said, pointing to a number of achievements in the areas of leadership, partnership and resources.

Across the globe, he said, 91 countries now have national strategies to tackle AIDS. “In sub-Saharan Africa alone, 40 countries have national strategies where only 14 did three years ago, and 19 have national AIDS councils, up from only three,” he said.

As further support for the epidemic, more than 70 international corporations were now involved in the Global Business Council on AIDS while this year alone, about $3 billion had been allocated to fight the disease in low- and middle-income countries, a 50 per cent increase over 2001.

But too many of the efforts against AIDS were still being conducted as small-scale interventions and not nationwide comprehensive programmes, Dr. Piot said. “The most emphatic lesson in 20 years of fighting AIDS is that half measures do not work,” he stressed.

* * *

WHO


25 October – A team of experts appointed by the United Nations World Health Organization (WHO) has inspected a smallpox research laboratory in the Russian Federation, concluding that safety concerns are being addressed, the agency announced today.

The team concluded that the State Research Centre of Virology and Biotechnology, known as Vector, can safely be used for work with the virus which causes smallpox provided that current protocols are strictly applied. 

Located in Koltsovo, Vector is one of two WHO collaborating centres which currently house stocks of the Variola virus which causes smallpox. The other is at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in the United States. 

Under the terms of a series of resolutions passed by the World Health Assembly since the eradication of smallpox was officially confirmed in 1980, these facilities are regularly inspected by WHO-appointed biosafety teams. The most recent resolution, passed in May, specifies that the purpose of the inspections is to confirm the strict containment of existing stocks and to ensure a safe research environment for work with the Variola virus.

An acutely contagious disease, smallpox historically decimated entire populations, killing up to 30 per cent of its victims and badly scarring most of those who survived the lesions which spread over the bodies of those infected. There is no known treatment. The last natural case of smallpox was documented in Somalia in 1977.

* * *

UN Staff Day

25 October – Marking the annual United Nations Staff Day, Deputy Secretary-General Louis Fréchette today paid tribute the UN workers who lost their lives in the line of duty over the past year.

In remarks at a memorial ceremony outside UN Headquarters in New York, the Deputy Secretary-General noted that 57 peacekeepers and six civilian staff have been killed since Staff Day last year. “These numbers are grim reminder of the real and mortal danger faced by UN staff in the field, more than anyone else in the Organization,” she said.
Ms. Fréchette said Secretary-General Kofi Annan was exploring the possibility of using the money from last year’s Nobel Peace Prize to establish a “United Nations Nobel Peace Prize Memorial Trust Fund” for the education of children of staff members who have lost their lives while working for the world body.

In addition, she said the UN has taken important steps to strengthen its ability to protect field staff, including the establishment of a full-time UN Security Coordinator, as well as the adoption of a package of proposals to increase the number of personnel dedicated to staff security, improve their training and equipment and enhance the accountability of UN managers responsible for security-related decisions.

In another address to mark Staff Day, the Deputy Secretary-General noted that this was a tense and troubled moment in world affairs, with the recent car bombing in Bali underscoring both “the degree to which the fight against terrorism has quickly become one of the main priorities of the United Nations, and the importance of international cooperation in that struggle.”

Ms. Fréchette also stressed that Staff Day was a time to contemplate “our roles and responsibilities, and on how we can better respond to perennial and emerging challenges.” Any organization, whether local or multilateral, whether focused on a single issue or on the human condition, must deliver for its constituents, she said.

“But the United Nations, as the repository for so much of humankind’s hopes for a peaceful, equitable global order, has a special responsibility to be strong and effective, and to keep pace with the times,” she said.

The Deputy Secretary-General then went on to list some highlights of the Secretary-General’s report on UN reform, mentioning such changes as flexible working arrangements, new recruiting procedures and the establishment of a UN Ombudsman.

“Together, they add up to a very different way of doing business,” she said.

* * *
UK: UN Day

24 October – The international community should increase its backing for the United Nations in order to meet present-day global challenges, Clare Short, the United Kingdom’s Secretary of State for International Development, said today. 

“I think we should always love the UN, but at the moment we need it desperately,” Secretary Short said at a UN Day commemoration in London organized by the UN Information Centre. “We have to strengthen it.” 

“We have to resolve these problems multilaterally or we are all going to be in trouble,” she cautioned. 

Urging assembled dignitaries to grasp the current opportunities to meet the Millennium Development Goals set in 2000 to combat global ills, Ms. Short said they are “completely achievable for the first time in human history.” 

The current juncture, she said, is both “a very dangerous time for the world and a time when we have unprecedented international agreement about working together to reduce poverty, to get children into school, to spread healthcare.” The international community, she added, has the knowledge, capital, and experience to succeed. 

The current generation, she said, could destroy the world or could make it finer. “Let’s, with the UN, make it finer,” she said.

* *** *
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� HYPERLINK  \l "Prize" ��Internet Wire -  Europe's Top Env'l Prize Awarded To UNEP Director Topfer�


� HYPERLINK  \l "machine" ��BBC - Iceland invents energy-from-water  machine�


� HYPERLINK  \l "turtles" ��ENS - Former Philippine Egg Poachers Protect Sea Turtles�


� HYPERLINK  \l "water" ��BBC -Sunshine used to clean water�
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