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Fiji Times

Partners for 25 years

 (Thursday, October 28, 2004)

LOCAL Non Government Organisation Partners in Community Development Fiji celebrates 25 years of work ithe country yesterday.

PCDF chairman Paula Kunabuli said the celebration at the Civic Centre gave members of the public an opportunity to view the work they were doing ithe communities.

"PCDF is a local NGO but is a member of the Foundation for the People's of the South Pacific International with networks in the Pacific, United Kingdom and America,'' he said.

Mr Kunabuli said PCDF was popularly known in rural areas for the Kana project for school nutrition.

He said over 25 years PSDF had extended its work to include environment conservation, good governance, youth, mental health, violence, human rights and rural education.

Mr Kunabuli said their environment Conservation work with members of the Cuvu Tikina had received international recognition.

"A documentary of our work was shown by BBC Television and aired by BBC radio last year.

"It is now a recommended site under the United Nations Environment Programme.''

As a result of this Fiji will receive a Green Apple award (UK) for working in partnership with communities on Environment Conservation next month.
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European Report, October 27, 2004 
October 27, 2004

Headline: Eu/Russia: Delight At Moscow's Decision To Ratify Kyoto Protocol

HIGHLIGHT:
There is delight all round at the Russian Parliament's decision, on October 22, to ratify the Kyoto Protocol on reducing greenhouse gas emissions. The decision paves the way for the actual implementation of the Protocol and sets the stage for a new stage in the world-wide campaign against climate change. As well as matching words with deeds, the decision also signals the start of the debate on the post-2012 period. The EU as a whole (from the Council Presidency to the European Commission, via the Environment Commissioner Margot Wallstrom) has expressed its absolute delight. And this sentiment, unusually, has been echoed by non-governmental environmental agencies.

BODY:
"We are happy that the Russian Duma has decided to ratify", European Commission President Romano Prodi and Margot Wallstrom said in a joint communique. Making a public statement to thank President Vladimir Putin for the personal efforts he made towards this end, Mr Prodi said he hopes "the United States will now re-consider its position". "The Kyoto Protocol may not be perfect but it is the only effective tool that is available to the international community", he stressed, adding that the "United States should not abstain from the one fight that is crucial for the future of humankind".

Pieter Van Geel, the Dutch Environment Secretary, whose country now holds the EU Presidency, says the international climate protection policy is obviously not regarded as a cost item but a way of making savings. A country like Russia is correct in recognising the economic advantages of the Kyoto Protocol. He stresses that the forthcoming application of the pact will create a rock-solid legal framework for the climate protection policy, global emission trading and relating projects such as the carbon market, to get under way in Europe on January 1, 2005. 

What has changed, says Margot Wallstrom, is that the commitments made in Bonn and Marrakesh under the Protocol will now become legally binding for the 126 signatory countries. What this does in practice is to open up new opportunities for industry as lots of schemes - not least emissions trading schemes - are now being prepared that will at last be given tangible shape. The Russian ratification decision offers companies the security to allow them to forge ahead, she stresses, adding that the EU has the instruments required to take immediate action.

New opportunities.

The next Conference of Parties to the UN Convention on Climate Change, to be held from December 6 to 17 in Buenos Aires, will thus be able to make a fresh start. The Russian decision will allow a debate on the post-2010 period to be opened and talks to be started with the emerging economies (China, Brazil, India) and with developing countries about ways of helping them to "get on board", according to the Commissioner. She harbours few illusions about the United States: whether Bush or Kerry win the Presidential election is unlikely to affect the country's short-term position. Margot Wallstrom is relying more on the initiatives taken by certain federal states on an individual basis, indeed even by certain industrial sectors, uneasy about being sidelined from the new carbon market, with a view to breaking the deadlock.

Against the background of this new situation, Pieter Van Geel, who now chairs the EU Council of Environment Ministers, will like to see the debate about climate policy after 2012 get under way soon. He is anxious for the EU to continue leading the way on the international stage and, towards this end, has now started a tour of the main relevant countries: Qatar, South Africa and China (Group of 77 + China), in October; the United States and Brazil in November. We have to get around the table with other countries as soon as possible so as to consider the sequel, he said, stressing that Russia's ratification creates a moral basis for inviting other countries to take part.


A champagne glass in her hand, Margot Wallstrom, could not hide her delight when she spoke to reporters on October 22. "This is a victory for the EU", she claimed. It is also marks a magnificent end to her term of office as an Environment Commissioner who from the first day to the last one has never gone back on what she stood for, doggedly campaigning for the Protocol and its survival. The lynchpin of the Bonn and Marrakesh agreements, along with Jan Pronk, the former Dutch Environment Minister, and Belgian Environment Ministers Olivier Deleuze and Magda Alvoet, the Environment Commissioner has faced up to the resistance from industry and that of some of her Commission colleagues. She has always been able to count on the support of Romano Prodi, but clashed with Loyola de Palacio to the bitter end. The Energy Commissioner has undermined the EU's international position several times, calling on the Union to review its position soon on this issue.


Greens fall in step.

It may be a rarity, but environmental agencies are just as delighted as the EU about Russia's ratification of the Kyoto Protocol and are expressing similar sentiments. Both the Friends of the Earth and Greenpeace claim a start can now be made on the real work. "We will look back on today as the moment in history when humanity faced up to its responsibilities", according to Greenpeace. Recalling that the Protocol is "only the first step" and "much bigger cuts in carbon dioxide emissions than Kyoto demands are needed", the two organisations call for greater pressure to be put on the United States and Australia, the two major industrialised countries still refusing to join the Protocol.

LOAD-DATE: October 27, 2004 
__________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Life-giving dead wood 'at risk'
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Old forests are richer in nutrients (Image: WWF-Canon/Paul Glendell)


Many forest species are in deep trouble because of the removal of the dead and dying trees they need, campaigners say. 
WWF, the global environment group, says insects, plants, birds and mammals are all suffering because of an increasing tendency to remove decaying timber. 
It says old and dead trees mean forests are often in much better shape and more able to resist pests and other perils. 
WWF wants landowners to increase the amount of dead wood they leave in their forests to help to sustain wildlife. 
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Europe's forests should be allowed to grow old gracefully 

Daniel Vallauri, WWF 


A WWF report, Deadwood - Living Forests, says a third of forest-dwelling species rely on dead or dying trees, logs, and branches for their survival. 
It says: "The removal of decaying timber and old trees from Europe's forests has led to a drastic decline in species such as insects, beetles, fungi, and lichens. 
	[image: image4.jpg]



Decaying trees mean life (Image: WWF-Canon/Hartmut Jungius)


"Woodpeckers, bats, and squirrels which nest in hollow trees have also lost their natural habitat. Species relying on dead wood for food and/or shelter make up the single biggest group of threatened species in Europe." 
WWF says dead wood is "critically" low, mainly because forest managers do not recognise how important it is for biodiversity, and through poor management. 
It says: "In western Europe forests have on average less than 5% of the dead wood expected in natural conditions." 
Old and tough 
Daniel Vallauri of WWF said: "Europe's forests should be allowed to grow old gracefully. 
"By stripping a forest of its decaying timber and old trees we are performing a strange and unnecessary cosmetic surgery on a natural ecosystem which threatens much of its biodiversity." 
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Western Europe lacks dead wood (Image: WWF-Canon/Michele Depraz)


The report says forests with old and dead trees are often much healthier and more resistant to disease, pests, and climate change than tidy young forests. 
Dead wood keeps forests productive by providing organic matter and nutrients for trees, preventing soil erosion, and providing long-term storage for carbon, tempering some of the impacts of climate change. 
WWF wants European governments, forest owners, and industry to increase the amount of dead wood in managed forests, by up to 20-30 cubic metres - about one truckload - per hectare by 2030. 
It also wants an end to what it calls perverse subsidies which require the removal of dead wood. The French government, for example, pays up to $2,230 (£1,220) per hectare for salvage felling without any minimum guidance for dead wood. 
Daniel Vallauri said: "We need to debunk the myths that dead wood and veteran trees mean a sick forest. In most cases they mean a healthy forest with a long life cycle and a very high diversity of habitats for species." 
Reuters

	
Industries seek more clarity on EU emissions trade


	

	

	NETHERLANDS: October 28, 2004

	
AMSTERDAM - The European Union should unveil key details of the second phase of emissions trading as soon as soon as possible to clear up uncertainty that could undermine the scheme, analysts and traders said. 

	
The scheme, due to be launched in January, covers 12,000 businesses and is the centrepiece of the bloc's efforts to meet its Kyoto protocol commitments and curb emissions of greenhouse gases which cause global warming. 
"If we don't have some clarity (on the second 2008-20012 phase) by early 2006, it would create a problem for the credibility if the scheme," Andrei Marcu, president of the International Emissions Trading Association, told an energy conference in Amsterdam. 
"We urge the European Commission to tell us key issues about the second period as soon as possible for industries to start making investment decisions and to guarantee a smooth transition between the two phases," he added. 
Under the scheme, whose first phase is in 2005-2007, businesses are given permits for producing carbon dioxide (CO2) after receiving allocations covering their production under the so-called national allocation plans. 
Those companies which exceed their limits have to buy quotas from firms which undershoot their targets. 
But some 65 days before the trading scheme kicks off, not all EU member states have presented their national plans and the EU has yet to work out a detailed plan for the second phase of trading beyond 2007. 
SCEPTICISM 
Analysts said many companies in Europe were sceptical about the success of emissions trading and wanted more regulatory clarity and stability to back up investment decisions. 
"Without that clarity, power producers won't invest in new capacity and power prices will go up even further," said Mark Meyrick, emissions trading analyst at the trading arm of France's power utility EDF [EDF.UL]. 
Businesses and analysts say CO2 trading will have the biggest impact on the energy sector, particularly power generation, where companies would have to close down or replace existing plants with new ones to meet EU targets. Many industries are expected to shun the scheme out of fear of unexpected changes in the rules aimed at meeting government goals, analysts said. 
"Political interference cannot be ruled out ... There are many companies, which still believe the scheme won't happen," said Phil Gillam of the market development department at the UK arm of German utility E.ON (EONG.DE: Quote, Profile, Research) . 
Out of the thousands of installations across Europe covered by the EU scheme - the first international trading system for CO2 emissions in the world - only about 30 are currently active in emissions trading, analysts said. 
Some businesses are worried that the CO2 trading will cost them millions of euros and cause hikes in gas and electricity prices, giving an advantage to companies outside the EU. 
The European Commission has strongly backed the scheme and denies it will undermine EU competitiveness. 


_________________________________________________________________
ROAP Media Update – 28 October 2004

_____________________________________________________

UN or UNEP in the news

Partners for 25 years
Fiji Times, Fiji, 28 October 2004 - LOCAL Non Government Organisation Partners in Community Development Fiji celebrates 25 years of work ithe country yesterday.
…Mr Kunabuli said PCDF was popularly known in rural areas for the Kana project for school nutrition.
He said over 25 years PSDF had extended its work to include environment conservation, good governance, youth, mental health, violence, human rights and rural education.
…It is now a recommended site under the United Nations Environment Programme.''
As a result of this Fiji will receive a Green Apple award (UK) for working in partnership with communities on Environment Conservation next month.
http://www.fijitimes.com/story.aspx?id=10671 

****************************

UNEP China Office’s input to ROAP media update – 28 October 2004

UN and UNEP in the news

Russian Duma backs Kyoto Protocol
China Daily 2004-10-23
MOSCOW: Russia's Duma ratified the Kyoto Protocol on Friday, clearing the way for the long-delayed climate change pact to come into force worldwide. The State Duma's ratification pushes the 126-nation United Nations accord, aimed at battling global warming, over the threshold of 55 per cent of developed nations' greenhouse gas emissions needed to make it internationally binding after a US pullout in 2001. …Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), said the decision was a milestone that "will concentrate the efforts of governments, business and industry on meeting the Kyoto targets and concentrate efforts on how we can deliver the even deeper cuts." 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2004-10/23/content_384974.htm
General Environment News

Int'l cooperation on environment protection to be expanded

Xinhuanet 2004-10-27

"China has always sought cooperation with the international community on environment protection and sustainable development, and will continue to do so in the future," said Xie Zhenhua, minister of the State Environmental Protection Administration (SEPA), at the Fifth Green China Forum. The Chinese government attached "special importance" to the proposals and suggestions by foreign experts and to drawing on the experience of other countries in sustainable development, he said. …However, Xie noted that international cooperation means both "concerted action to tackle environmental problems on the international and regional level and the respect of different development approaches adopted by countries in line with their actual national conditions." He called on developed nations to take on more responsibility for global environmental protection and facilitate the transfer of advanced technology to developing countries.

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-10/27/content_2146347.htm
Premier Wen exhorts builders of water diversion project to limit pollution

People’s Daily 2004-10-27

Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao on Tuesday urged builders of gigantic South-to-North water diversion project to be mindful of pollution control and ecological environment protection during the project's construction. "Water pollution prevention and control work should be the top priority so the project is built into a 'clear water corridor' and 'green corridor,'" said Wen. …"Efforts should be ensured the project a first class water conservancy project," he said. …Wen also urged to tighten the management of project investment and well handle the resettlement of migrants and compensation for land use. 

http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/200410/27/eng20041027_161733.html

_________________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA - NEWS UPDATE

                                                                                                                   28 October 2004 

General Environment News

Law underway in Ethiopia against risks from GMOs

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia (PANA) - When Ethiopia's ratification of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety entered into force on 7 January 2004, it was just another deal of no concern to the man in the street here. After all, biosafety is a professional jargon that has no equivalent in the local languages. The public is largely in the dark about the objectives of this international protocol. However, consumer rights lobbyists and some lawyers are on their toes to protect the ignorant and gullible population, as well as the environment in which they live, from the risks of modern biotechnology. Though still a small lobby group, based in the capital, Addis Ababa, its prowess is obvious from their determination to curb health and environmental risks that could arise from genetically modified organisms (GMOs). For a population whose fate seems to be either hidden in the rain-bearing winds or wrapped in shipments of relief food provided annually by donors, the adverse effects of modern biotechnology loom very close. "This is a very serious issue and we have to take measures now to place new curbs on certain products imported into the country without proper checks," Gebremedhine Birega, vice president of AHa Ethiopian Consumer Protection Association, told PANA. Ethiopia is a party to the international Convention on Biological Diversity that on 29 January 2000 adopted a supplementary agreement to the Convention known as the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety. The agreement entered into force on 11 September 2003. After holding workshops on risk assessment and management of GMOs, Ethiopian stakeholders have come up with a draft biosafety proclamation that will be forwarded to the government for action. The draft proclamation aims at protecting Ethiopia's biological diversity, the environment and the health and safety of people, by preventing the adverse effects of new organisms developed through modern technology. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng061037&dte=27/10/2004
Conservancies Get N$162-Million Windfall

New Era (Windhoek): AN estimated 100 000 Namibians are expected to benefit from N$162 million that was recently apportion-ed by the Global Environment Fund (GEF), World Wildlife Fund (WWF) and USAID, to be injected into the coffers of 31 communal conservancies. The money will be spent over a five to seven year period and the beneficiaries have been identified as the Integrated Community-based Ecosystem Management (ICEMA), living in a Finite Environment (LIFE), and Integrated Rural Development and Nature Conservation (IRDNC) in the Kunene and Caprivi regions. The latest initiative will also go a long way towards sustainable development and economic growth for the tens of thousands of people currently working on 75,000 square kilometers of land, and towards protecting wildlife and the environment. Speaking at the launch of the three projects, the Minister of Environment and Tourism, Phillemon Mali-ma, said the latest donation is geared towards fostering "a more integrated natural resource ecosystem management approach.” Ever since independence, Community based Natural Resource Management, or CBNRM, in short, has been nurtured as a way of empowering rural Namibians to take charge of their environment through sustainable conservation. http://allafrica.com/stories/200410270021.html
VP Warns On Desert Formation

New Vision (Kampala): THE Vice-President, Prof. Gilbert Bukenya, has said the country faces desertification if the unsustainable use of nature is not curbed by grassroots efforts. He blamed poverty for the wanton destruction of nature, because the communities rely on exploitation of forests and wetlands for survival. Bukenya was yesterday speaking at the opening of a meeting convened by the Small Grants Programme (SGP) of the Global Environment Facility (GEF), undertaken by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). The week-long workshop has attracted officials from 10 countries in east and southern Africa, and Dr. Delfin Ganapin, GEF SGP Global manager.  GEF is a funding mechanism which began about a decade ago. NGOs and Community-based Organizations in developing countries benefit from it to conserve biological diversity, mitigate climate change and protect international waters. Daouda Toure, the UN resident coordinator, said the environment and development complemented each other, but had been misunderstood. http://allafrica.com/stories/200410270429.html 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
UN Daily News    - 27 October 2004

For information media -not an official record

In the headlines:

• Secretary-General congratulates Israel's Sharon on vote in favour of Gaza pullout

• Annan gives full backing to head of UN agency helping Palestinians

• Humanitarian aid in Sudan limited by insecurity, road closures, says UN mission

• Talks between UN envoy and Iraqi Foreign Minister focus on elections

• UN welcomes security agreement between Rwanda, Uganda and DR of Congo

• Security Council stresses need for lasting solution to Georgian-Abkhaz conflict

• UN launches fresh approach to try to bolster human rights protections in countries

• Many countries still appear willing to use torture, warns UN human rights official

• UN rights expert warns against measures to restrict freedom of religion

• UN auditors recover $26 million in savings over the past year

• Moroccan and Spanish troops set to join UN mission in Haiti this weekend

• UN peacekeeping missions leading bid to protect kids caught in war, envoy says

More stories inside

Secretary-General congratulates Israel's Sharon on vote in favour of Gaza pullout

27 October - United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today congratulated Prime Minister

Ariel Sharon of Israel on what the UN leader described as the historic vote in the Knesset, which

produced a clear majority in favour of the Israeli leader's initiative to withdraw from Gaza and parts

of the northern West Bank. "The Secretary-General remains supportive of a full and complete Israeli withdrawal, leading to the

end of the occupation of the Gaza Strip," a spokesman for Mr. Annan said in a statement.

He "very much hopes that the Israeli withdrawal will have the effect of reviving peace efforts, which must be based on the Road Map," the statement added, referring to the plan sponsored by the Quartet of the UN, European Union, Russian Federation and United States.

The statement also said withdrawal "could be an important step towards a process that will eventually result in the end of the Israeli occupation of the West Bank, paving the way for the establishment of a sovereign, democratic, viable and contiguous Palestinian state living side by side in peace with a secure Israel."

Annan gives full backing to head of UN agency helping

Palestinians

27 October - Secretary-General Kofi Annan today gave his complete backing to the head of the United Nations agency helping Palestinian refugees after Israel's allegation that a rocket had been loaded into a UN ambulance was disproved. "The Secretary-General reiterates his full confidence in the integrity and impartiality" of Peter Hansen, Commissioner- General of the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA), according to a statement issued by Mr. Annan's spokesman.

"He commends UNRWA personnel for their dedication in providing vital assistance under very difficult circumstances to the Palestinian refugee communities in the occupied Palestinian territory and the region." The remarks follow Mr. Annan's review of the report by a UN investigation team that looked into allegations earlier this month that a rocket was loaded into an UNRWA ambulance.

The team concluded that the charges were unjustified as the object was in fact a folding stretcher of the type carried as normal equipment in UNRWA ambulances.

Following the team's visit, the Israeli Government admitted that it wrongly identified the stretcher as a Kassam rocket and has publicly withdrawn the allegations.

Spokesman Fred Eckhard said Mr. Annan acknowledged the cooperation of the Government of Israel with the UN team in dealing with the inquiry. The Secretary-General "expects that any issues of this nature will be addressed through normal diplomatic channels," Mr. Eckhard added. "He welcomes the offer of the Israeli authorities to work towards strengthening their cooperation with the United Nations and UNRWA."

Humanitarian aid in Sudan limited by insecurity, road closures, says UN mission

27 October - Insecurity and transport restrictions are hampering the delivery and distribution of

humanitarian relief to the massive population of internally displaced persons (IDPs) in the strife-torn

Darfur region, the United Nations Advance Mission in Sudan (UNAMIS) reported today.

IDPs also say they are being harassed and intimidated by police or local authorities to return to their

home villages or to explain their relationship with rebel groups in Darfur, the scene of a deadly

conflict since early last year.

More than 1.45 million IDPs live in Darfur and another 200,000 people have fled to neighbouring Chad as refugees because of attacks by militias and fighting between two rebel groups and Sudanese Government forces.

Meanwhile, UN spokesman Fred Eckhard said in New York that the operations of humanitarian agencies in North Darfur State have become limited because some roads remain closed to them. Other areas have become dangerous for transporting aid supplies. Last Saturday, forces from the rebel Sudan Liberation Army (SLA) hijacked seven commercial trucks on a road

about 120 kilometres east of the state capital El Fasher.

In West Darfur and South Darfur States, UNAMIS said IDPs are harassed by police about their links to the SLA, one of the

two rebel groups. Many IDPs are also pressured to return home.

The World Food Programme (WFP) also reports that it has completed its polio vaccination scheme in West Darfur and reached more than 90 per cent of the target population in North Darfur.

But another survey it conducted indicates that 22 per cent of children five and under in Darfur are malnourished and nearly

half of all families do not have enough food to eat.

Talks between UN envoy and Iraqi Foreign Minister focus on elections

27 October - The United Nations envoy for Iraq, Ashraf Jehangir Qazi, met with Foreign Minister

Hoshiar Zubari today for talks on the upcoming international conference on Iraq as well as the security

situation and preparations for the country's first democratic elections slated for next January.

Mr. Qazi reiterated his satisfaction with the work of UN experts who have been providing technical

assistance to the Iraqi Independent Electoral Commission. He said work was proceeding as planned, and

noted that he expected the number of electoral workers to increase, UN spokesman Fred Eckhard said in

New York.

The UN envoy also told the Foreign Minister that it was never envisaged that the number of electoral workers deployed in

Iraq would reach the number sent to Afghanistan due to major differences in the nature and scope of the work undertaken by

the United Nations in the two countries, the spokesman added.

Mr. Qazi stressed that the United Nations would continue to work with the Iraqi interim government and will devote every

possible resource to ensure a successful political transition process.

He said that realistic conditions, namely the security situation, were a major factor in determining the scope of work and the

number of UN staff deployed in the country.

Also today, Mr. Qazi visited the headquarters of the Association of Muslim Scholars, a Sunni organization, and met with its

leader, Sheikh Harith al-Dahri, and other senior members.

Mr. Qazi was briefed by Sheikh al-Dahri on the organization's stand on the political process in the Iraq, especially the

elections and the international conference. The envoy told the group the UN was doing all it could to help Iraq through the

transitional process and that the UN stood ready to assist efforts to achieve national reconciliation, Mr. Eckhard said.

There are currently eight electoral experts among the 35 UN international staff in Iraq, with plans to increase the number of

electoral experts while staying within the security ceiling, the spokesman said in response to questions at the daily briefing.

The intention, he added, was to send in up to 25 more electoral experts once the security situation allowed. Part of that equation would lie in the protection elements that the United Nations has tried to put in place.

There was no progress to report, however, either on close protection forces or on an outer protection ring provided by the multinational force, Mr. Eckhard said. The United Nations did not yet have a Member State prepared to provide the protective elements with the necessary equipment.

Amb. Ashraf Qazi

UN welcomes security agreement between Rwanda, Uganda and DR of Congo

27 October - The United Nations peacekeeping operation in the Democratic Republic of the Congo

(DRC) today welcomed a tripartite agreement signed by the DRC, Rwanda and Uganda and designed to

promote security in the conflict-wracked Great Lakes region of Africa.

The accord, endorsed yesterday in Rwanda's capital, Kigali, was the result of talks among the foreign

ministers of the three countries, organized by the United States Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for

African Affairs Don Yamamoto, which followed from an earlier meeting in Washington, DC.

The UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) attended as an observer, along with representatives of the European

Union (EU) and Burundi.

At UN Headquarters in New York, meanwhile, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for the Great Lakes

region, Ibrahima Fall, briefed the Security Council on progress towards an international conference scheduled to start with a

19 to 20 November summit in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. Two regional preparatory conferences have been held.

The conference is designed to sharpen the region's focus on peace and security, democracy and good governance, economic

development and regional integration, as well as on humanitarian and social issues.

"Members of the Council took note of the conference's principle of partnership and commended the role being played by the donors, including the Group of Friends of the Great Lakes Region. They reiterated their appeal to the international community to continue to provide sustained political and diplomatic, as well as adequate technical and financial assistance," British Ambassador Adam Thomson said in a press statement. Britain holds the rotating Council presidency for October. MONUC spokesman Mamadou Bah told reporters in DRC's capital, Kinshasa, that, contrary to Security Council resolutions,

the Mission has suffered abuses at the hands of the DRC Special Presidential Guard in Kisangani. In addition to outright brutality, Mission staff had undergone searches of homes and vehicles, arbitrary detention, sequestering and confiscation of office materials. Representatives of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), the UN International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and the UN World Health Organization (WHO) arrived in Lubumbashi on Tuesday to investigate why a uranium mine in Shinkolobwe collapsed in July, killing several people, he added.

The experts would also assess the level of radiation possibly emitted and the health and environmental effects of any contamination. MONUC's chief of demobilization, Peter Swarbrick, told reporters that so far 11,185 people had been repatriated to neighbouring countries from the DRC.

SRSG Ibrahima Fall

addresses Council

Security Council stresses need for lasting solution to Georgian-Abkhaz conflict

27 October - Though peace talks on the Georgian-Abkhaz conflict are at a virtual standstill, the search must continue for a permanent solution, the United Nations Security Council said today.

Ambassador Adam Thomson of the United Kingdom, which holds the Council's rotating presidency for

October, said the 15-member body shared Secretary-General Kofi Annan's concern over the "absence of

tangible progress" in the Georgian-Abkhaz peace process. Council members underlined the need to continue efforts to achieve a lasting political solution of the conflict with the support of the UN, particularly Mr. Annan's Special Representative, Heidi Tagliavini, along with help from the Russian Federation as facilitator and the Group of Friends, he said in a press statement.

The Group of Friends of the Secretary-General are France, Germany, the Russian Federation, the United Kingdom and the United States. Ambassador Thomson's statement came after the Council heard a closed-door briefing by Ms. Tagliavini on the Secretary- General's latest report on the UN Observer Mission in Georgia (UNOMIG). In the report, the Secretary-General warned that the peace process had come "perilously close" to a standstill, noting that

while Ms. Tagliavini was still in close and frequent contact with both sides, they have not met at the political level since July, and even the regular working level contacts have been suspended.

Amb. Thomson

briefs reporters

UN launches fresh approach to try to bolster human rights

protections in countries

27 October - Seeking to bolster its support for human rights programmes around the world, the United

Nations today launched a new system-wide approach to helping countries promote and protect the civil

liberties of their citizens. The ultimate aim of the initiative, known as "Action 2," is to ensure that the rights of individuals are respected and protected - not only to the benefit of individuals but also as a foundation for sustainable peace and development, said the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Louise Arbour.

"What we are seeking is nothing less than a fundamental improvement in the chances of each and every individual to live a life of security and dignity: in this sense, Action 2 goes to the core of the very purpose of our Organization," she said at the launch ceremony held at UN Headquarters in New York.As part of the new approach, the UN will try to strengthen individual countries' national protection systems, from ensuring domestic laws comply with international standards to improving the performance of courts and correctional systems to promoting the work of ombudsmen and human rights defenders.

Mark Malloch Brown, Administrator of the UN Development Programme (UNDP), noted that while support for human rights has always been at the heart of the UN's mission, for too long during the Cold War years, discussion of the concept as it related to development was too often distorted by political rhetoric - civil and political rights on the one hand and economic and social rights on the other were regarded not as two sides of the same coin, but as competing visions for the world's future.

"Fortunately, we have moved well beyond that confrontational discussion to a wider recognition that both sets of rights are inextricably linked," he said. "The goal is to achieve all human rights - civil, cultural, economic, political and social - for all people. Access to education, healthcare, shelter and employment is as critical to human freedom as political and civil rights

are. And when adhered to in practice, as well as principle, the two concepts make up a virtuous circle of freedom and development, hand in hand."

Underscoring that theme, the Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs, Jan Egeland, said that the promotion and protection of human rights lay at the very heart of humanitarian action. The very right to life and survival is the core principle which compels humanitarians to act, he added.

Noting examples in Darfur, Sudan, Uganda and the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) where basic human rights were flagrantly violated, Mr. Egeland said, "All serve as compelling reasons why the UN must take humanitarian action and be better able and better equipped to work with national partners to extend protection to the innocent victims of conflict and violence."

Carol Bellamy, Executive Director of the UN Children's Fund (UNICEF), said that the UN system's experience with a human rights-based approach to development and humanitarian operations so far has resulted in deepening support to national efforts, "through better analyses of the economic and social environment in which people live, through strengthened partnerships with both the state and civil society, facilitating the participation of a wide range of actors, and through involvement in issues related to governance, such as legislative reform and accountability mechanisms which allow people to claim their rights."

Many countries still appear willing to use torture, warns UN human rights official

27 October - Torture and cruel, inhuman or degrading punishment continue to be meted out by many States, often in the name of fighting terrorism, a United Nations human rights expert warns as he calls for a complete prohibition on the practice.

The warning came from Theo van Boven, Special Rapporteur on torture, as he presented his annual report to the General Assembly's social, humanitarian and cultural committee. The committee also heard reports by the Special Rapporteurs on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions; the freedom of religion or belief; the right to food; and the human rights of migrants.

In his report, Mr. van Boven says the legal arguments proffered by countries to defend torture are never valid, regardless of whether there is "a state of war or a threat of war, internal political instability or any other public emergency."

Mr. van Boven also says some countries are trying to water down the definition of torture in the hope that some practices - including the deprivation of essential human needs, the issuing of death threats or suffocation with a wet cloth - can be considered permissible in exceptional circumstances.

"The condoning of torture is per se a violation of the prohibition of torture," he states in his report, adding that international law is unambiguous on the illegality of the behaviour. "Moreover, domestic law cannot be invoked as a justification for failure to comply with international treaty obligations and customary international law."

Mr. van Boven says he received numerous reports during the past year of nations attempting to avoid the ban on torture, especially during attempts to gain information from suspected terrorists. Their methods include holding the suspect in painful positions, depriving them of sleep or light for long periods, placing hoods over their heads, stripping them naked and threatening them with dogs. Some reports indicate the torture has been inflicted by private contractors.

In the report, the Rapporteur also voiced concern that:

Secret places of detention, where suspects are kept incommunicado for prolonged periods, are being maintained.

The national authorities of some States may deem evidence obtained under torture as admissible during judicial hearings.

Many countries appear willing to breach the principle of non-refoulement, which prohibits returning someone to another State if there are substantial reasons for believing they may be tortured there.

Mr. van Boven says that, after a visit to Spain in October last year, he concluded that torture or ill-treatment is not systematic in that nation, but the system allows such practices to occur, especially with people detained for terrorist-related activities.

He also notes that several countries did not respond to his requests to make inspection visits, including the United States in the case of the detention facilities it runs in Afghanistan, Iraq and Guantanamo Bay.

UN rights expert warns against measures to restrict freedom of religion

27 October - The growing tensions between religious communities in many countries will only worsen if governments try to restrict the right to freedom of religion or belief, a United Nations human rights expert warns.

Asma Jahangir, the newly appointed Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief, says in her office's annual report to the General Assembly that governments must play "a delicate role" to ensure that religious tensions do not transform into violent confrontations.

"Increasing polarization between various shades of opinion and across religious lines has to be addressed at a national level. Open discourse at the regional and international levels is also necessary," she states.

Presenting her report today to the General Assembly's social, humanitarian and cultural committee (also known as the Third Committee), Ms. Jahangir said some States had unduly restricted freedom of religion when they introduced anti-terrorism measures, thereby running the risk of breeding further intolerance.

In the report, based mostly on the work of her predecessor Abdelfattah Amor, Ms. Jahangir criticizes the move of some countries to restrict the practice of certain religious rites or ceremonies in the belief that those rites encourage intolerance. "Such measures would be counter-productive and would be violative of the international norm of freedom of religion or belief." Ms. Jahangir also notes the numerous reports of intolerance or hate towards Muslims and Islam, as well as "an equal number of reports of the use of highly inflammatory speech against other religions and their followers by certain recognized Muslim individuals and Islamic groups."

She cautions governments in these situations to remain steadfastly neutral and to not propose laws that could discriminate between various religious communities. The report also details the Rapporteur's communications to 29 nations about concerns of possible restrictions of freedom of relig ion there, and those countries' responses.

UN auditors recover $26 million in savings over the past year

27 October - The Unit ed Nations auditing office says its work has saved the world body more than $26

million in the past year and it has made dozens of other recommendations to further eliminate waste, improve efficiency and increase accountability. In its annual report to the General Assembly, the Office of Internal Oversight Services (OIOS) states that more than half of the 541 recommendations it made during 2003-04 have either been implemented or are already in progress.

The recommendations called for $16.4 million of savings and recoveries, but OIOS says an extra $10.2 million was actually saved when some recommendations from previous years were finally implemented. Since it began work in 1994, OIOS has identified an average of $31 million in savings every year.

Under-Secretary-General for Internal Oversight Services Dileep Nair, who completes his five-year term in April next year, says in the report that OIOS can and should have more independence from the UN, especially in managing its finances and its staff.

"Operationally, this will remove any potential for a conflict of interest, given that OIOS has to go through departments that it has oversight of," he states. The report highlights the 153 audits conducted by OIOS, including reviews of peacekeeping operations, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), and procurement and programme management. It also states that it is auditing field security procedures at 14 peacekeeping missions and six political and peace-building missions.

During the year, OIOS identified and reviewed several examples of fraud, mismanagement or poor financial or administrative planning across the UN system.

In one case, a security officer with the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) defrauded the UN of $130,000 by submitting fraudulent claims for education grants. The ICTR is now implementing the Office's recommendations in the matter. In another example, the honorary representative of a field office with UNHCR was found to have abused his position for many years to organize the buying and re-selling, at profit, of international driver licences. That representative's contract has not been renewed.

Moroccan and Spanish troops set to join UN mission in Haiti this weekend

27 October - Spanish marines with their own armoured vehicles will join Moroccan troops in forming a United Nations peacekeeping brigade, which will deploy this weekend in northeast Haiti near the Dominican Republic, an area said to be rife with weapons smuggling, the UN mission said today.

The Spanish marines number 200 and the Moroccan troops 150, the UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) said, and they will ensure security in Cap Haitien and Ouanaminthe.

Haiti was once a Spanish colony, as well as a French one, MINUSTAH said, noting that "it is the first time in almost 300 years" that Spanish troops have landed in the western part of the island of Hispaniola.

When some Sri Lankan troops arrive tomorrow, MINUSTAH will have 3,692 of the 6,700 troops the Security Council authorized, it said.

UN peacekeeping missions leading bid to protect kids caught in war, envoy says

27 October - United Nations operations deployed to strife-torn countries are leading the effort to protect the youngest victims of war, the UN Special Representative for Children and Armed Conflict says.

"There is no sector of the UN where more progress has been made than the peace and security sector of the UN, by which I mean in the Security Council and in peacekeeping operations," Olara Otunnu told the UN News Service on Tuesday. As evidence, he pointed to the fact that the protection of children is increasingly incorporated into the mandates of peacekeeping operations, while the UN Children's Fund (UNICEF) and the UN Department of Peacekeeping Operations have prepared a training package on the issue for those deploying to the field.

Above all, the envoy cited the "complete innovation" of stationing designated child protection advisers in the office of the senior official heading the peacekeeping mission to ensure "that the issue of child protection is being taken seriously, is being mainstreamed and has truly become part of the raison d'être of peacekeeping missions."

Asked about media reports regarding abuses by peacekeepers, Mr. Otunnu said child protection officers are mandated to refer any allegations of abuse to the highest authority for action. "That is part of their responsibility," he said. "If there are abuses, then they bring to the attention to the head of mission that this is happening and something must be done about it right away."

The UN has a strict "zero tolerance" policy in place. "We must be very vigilant that any misbehaviour, any abuses and exploitation are dealt with swiftly and without complacency," he said.

The Special Representative was first appointed in 1997, and subsequent resolutions of the Security Council mandated that peacekeeping missions protect children.

"We've come a very long way as far as incorporating and making child protection an important aspect of the work of peacekeepers," Mr. Otunnu said.

At the same time, he called for intensified action to address key questions: "Is enough being done to really focus on the needs of children, whether it is demobilizing them from armed groups, whether it is investing enough to rehabilitate schools, whether it is ensuring that girls who have been exposed to sexual violence are given the attention they deserve?" he asked. Mr. Otunnu emphasized that good intentions must be backed by funds. "We need to be sure that in terms of resources we are not giving lip service," he said.

Largest convoy of Liberian refugees head for home - UN

27 October - Whether buoyed or shaken by what they have learnt about the damage to their districts

during 14 years of civil war, the largest convoy of Liberian refugees today started a United Nationsorganized road trip home from Sierra Leone, becoming the fourth group among the 340,000 of their countrymen in West African camps to make the journey so far.

Before they boarded transport for three days of travel, advisers from the UN High Commissioner for

Refugees (UNHCR) helped them think through the issues involved in repatriation and how to protect

themselves. Having even more impact was the screening of a documentary co-produced by UNHCR and Search for Common Ground/Talking Drum Studio called "Return to Liberia," which showed the conditions in some parts of the country. The devastation discouraged some viewers. Morray Zuannah, 30, looked at his native Lofa County and decided to take the UN's judgement seriously when it said the county was not yet safe enough for his return. "If all goes well, I will repatriate next year."

Refugee youth leader Amara Washington drew similar conclusions. "From what I saw on the film, I realized that most of the towns and villages lay in ruins. Reconstruction projects are still in the beginning stages in most parts of the country. This means basic social services, such as schools and hospitals, are not yet available. I therefore prefer to wait until things get better."

The stout of heart disagreed. "If we do not go home now, who is going to rebuild our country? Can we continue to wait in exile until everything is perfect before we return? Look at me going on the next convoy to Sinje," Varfee Tulay said to applause. UNHCR said it would promote repatriation more actively next year when the situation had stabilized.

UN refugee agency hails Italy’s decision to allow stranded

asylum-seekers to land

27 October - The United Nations refugee agency has welcomed the Italian Government’s decision to

allow 13 Turkish asylum-seekers – who had been stranded for almost two weeks aboard a commercial

freighter in the Mediterranean Sea – to land in Sicily.

UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) spokesperson Jennifer Pagonis said yesterday that

“the heartening news” meant Italy has fulfilled its obligations under international and European law.

The 11 men and two boys disembarked from the Lydia Oldendorff, a commercial freighter, Saturday

night in the Sicilian port town of Augusta. They were given medical checks and transferred to an asylum centre in Sicily. Ms. Pagonis said the asylum-seekers were in good health, despite the physical and psychological toll of the last two weeks’ events, and were “obviously extremely relieved to be off the boat.” She thanked the ship’s owner, Matthias Dabelstein, and its captain and crew “for the patient and responsible way in which they handled this difficult and drawn-out episode.”

On 9 October the Lydia Oldendorff docked in the Italian port of Gioia Tauro, where the asylum-seekers were discovered, hiding in a container being unloaded from the ship.

After being taken to local police, where the group said they were unable to claim asylum, they were returned to the freighter, which then travelled to the Maltese capital of Valletta. They were not allowed ashore and the vessel was escorted into international waters. Since 15 October the Lydia Oldendorff has been moored off the coast of Malta as UNHCR officials held talks with Italian and Maltese authorities to try to resolve the impasse. The ship’s owner agreed to delay its scheduled return journey to Turkey.

During the stand-off UNHCR warned that returning an asylum-seeker to their country of origin without hearing their claim violates the fundamental principles of international refugee law and could amount to refoulement, or the forced return of a refugee to a place where they face persecution, torture or death.

The German container ship

Lydia Oldendorff

UN health experts convene to improve patient safety

27 October - With 10 per cent of patients being infected or otherwise harmed during their hospital stay, the United Nations public health agency today launched a programme to set worldwide standards that would reduce the number of preventable new illnesses, injuries and deaths that now cost billions of dollars.

The new initiative, called the World Alliance for Patient Safety, aims to underline the physicians' basic

teaching: "First, do no harm." It would focus on eliminating health-care infections, especially in 2005 and 2006. It would also involve patients, as individuals and in associations, in Alliance work, standardize norms and terminology, undertake studies of the prevalence of  adverse effects, ensure that solutions are promoted and used and generate "best practices" guidelines. The World Health Organization (WHO) has reported that at least half of all medical equipment is unsafe and that 77 per cent of the reported cases of counterfeit and substandard drugs have surfaced in developing countries.

In addition to the human misery caused by hospital harm, the additional hospitalization, litigation, hospital-acquired infections, lost income, disability and medical expenses cost some countries between $6 billion and $29 billion, WHO said. "Improved health care is perhaps humanity's greatest achievement of the last 100 years. Improving patient safety in clinics and hospitals is, in many cases, the best way there is to protect the advances we have made," WHO Director-General Dr. Lee Jong-wook said.

Dr. Mirta Roses, Regional Director of the WHO Office for the Americas, the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), which is hosting the meeting in Washington, DC, said adverse events have affected the work of all health care employees in all clinics and hospitals in all countries.

To get the Alliance up and running, the United States, through its Department of Health and Human Services, and the United Kingdom committed initial funds and expertise.

The need for countermeasures is particularly intense in developing countries, "with millions of child and adult patients enduring prolonged ill-health, needless disability and even death, caused by medical errors, unsafe blood transfusions, counterfeit and substandard drugs, and overall unreliable practices within poor work conditions," said Dr. Ebrahim Samba of WHO's Office for Africa.

Murder of Bangladeshi journalist condemned by UNESCO chief

27 October - The head of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) today condemned the murder of a Bangladeshi journalist and voiced concern about the increasing frequency of such killings in the country. "Attacks on media professionals assault democracy, which depends on citizens' ability to make informed choices," Director-General Koïchiro Matsuura said in a statement issued at UNESCO headquarters in Paris.

"Journalists play an indispensable role in informing society and feeding open debate. Attacks against them and their independence therefore undermine society at large."

Shahid Anwar, assistant editor of the Daily Asian Express, was reported to have been shot Sunday by unidentified attackers who stormed his office in Dhaka. According the International Federation of Journalists (IFJ), he is the second journalist killed in Bangladesh in two months and the fifth this year.

Mr. Matsuura said he was "deeply concerned" over the rise in the number of assassinations of journalists in Bangladesh. "These crimes mark a deterioration in the media's capacity to exercise their professional commitment to collect and disseminate facts and opinions, and must not go unpunished," he said.

Mr. Anwar's assassination follows on the heels of the murders last week of reporters in Belarus and the Philippines. Veronika Cherkasova, a journalist for the independent Belarus newspaper Solidarnost, was found dead last Wednesday in her apartment in Minsk with close to 20 knife wounds, according to the International Press Institute. She had been collecting material for an article on the work of religious sects in Belarus.

On 19 October, Filipino radio commentator Eldy Gabinales, also known as Eldy Sablas, was shot as he was riding his tricycle in Tandag, Surigao del Sur, the IFJ said, quoting unconfirmed reports by its affiliated National Union of Journalists in the Philippines (NUJP) suggesting that Mr. Gabinales may have been killed over his vocal opposition to alleged illegal drug trades and illegal gambling in his town. He often expressed these views in a programme he hosted on local Radio DXJR-FM.

"Seeing media professionals executed because they are brave enough to denounce illegal activities is intolerable," Mr. Matsuura said. "These murders highlight the fact that journalists play a vital role not only in sustaining democracy but also in contributing to the rule of law."

According to the IFJ, Mr. Gabinales was the eighth journalist to be killed in the Philippines this year and the 57th since 1986, when democracy was restored to the country.
_________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL AND THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General, and Djibril Diallo, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.

Good afternoon. 

**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General
We’ll start with a statement attributable to the Spokesman:
“The Secretary-General has reviewed the report by the Investigation Team from the Secretariat which has inquired into the Israeli allegations against United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) personnel.
“The Secretary-General takes note of the team’s conclusion that the allegation that a rocket was loaded into an UNRWA ambulance was unjustified as the object, in fact, was a folding stretcher of the type carried as normal equipment in UNRWA ambulances.  He also takes note that, following the team’s visit, the Government of Israel has admitted that it wrongly identified the stretcher as a Qassam Rocket and has publicly withdrawn the allegations.
“The Secretary-General acknowledges the cooperation of the Government of Israel with the United Nations team in dealing with this inquiry.  He expects that any issues of this nature will be addressed through normal diplomatic channels.  He welcomes the offer of the Israeli authorities to work towards strengthening their cooperation with the United Nations and with UNRWA.
“The Secretary-General reiterates his full confidence in the integrity and impartiality of Mr. Peter Hansen, the Commissioner-General of UNRWA.  He commends UNRWA personnel for their dedication in providing vital assistance under very difficult circumstances to the Palestinian refugee communities in the occupied Palestinian territory and in the region.”
**Sudan
The UN mission in Sudanreports that insecurity and restrictions on humanitarian access continue to impede the timely and effective delivery of humanitarian aid in north Darfur.  Some roads remain closed for UN operations. 
The mission also reports that pressure and intimidation continue to be reported by those displaced by the conflict.  Agencies say that the internally displaced in south Darfur continue to receive threats and pressure from local authorities to encourage them to return to their villages.
In west Darfur, internally displaced persons report that they are increasingly being harassed, intimidated and questioned by police about their relationship with the rebel SLA.  
Meanwhile, the World Health Organization reports that the first round of the polio vaccination campaign in north Darfur has covered more than 90 per cent of the targeted population and that it has completed the polio vaccination campaign in west Darfur.
The World Food Programme (WFP), in the first survey of internally displaced people and residents across western Sudan, said today that almost 22 per cent of children under the age of five are malnourished and almost half of all families do not have enough food. 
While much has been done for months now to feed as many people as possible in Darfur, the survey underlines how much remains to be done, says the WFP.
**Iraq - Qazi
In Baghdad today, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Iraq, Ashraf Qazi, met with Iraqi Foreign Minister Hoshiar Zubari.  Their discussion focused on the international conference on Iraq, which is to be held in Egypt later in November, as well as the security situation and preparations for the country’s first democratic elections, scheduled for the end of January 2005.
Qazi reiterated his satisfaction with the work of UN experts who have been providing technical assistance to the Iraqi Independent Electoral Commission.  He said work is proceeding as planned, noting that he expected the number of electoral workers to increase. 
He said that realistic conditions, namely the security situation, are a major factor in determining the scope of work and the number of UN staff deployed in the country. 
Also today, Qazi visited the headquarters of the Association of Muslim Scholars, which is a Sunni organization.  He met with the association’s leader, Sheikh Harith al Dahri, and other senior members.  
Qazi was briefed by Sheihk al Dahri on the organization’s stand on the political process in the Iraq, especially the elections and the international conference.  Qazi told the group the UN is doing all it can to help Iraq through the transitional process and that the UN stands ready to assist the effort to achieve national reconciliation as mandated by resolution 1546.
**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General
I have the following statement attributable to the Spokesman on the subject of the Middle East:
“The Secretary-General congratulates Prime Minister Sharon on the historic vote in the Knesset, which produced a clear majority in favour of his initiative to withdraw from Gaza and parts of the northern West Bank.
“The Secretary-General remains supportive of a full and complete Israeli withdrawal, leading to the end of the occupation of the Gaza Strip.
“The Secretary-General very much hopes that the Israeli withdrawal will have the effect of reviving peace efforts, which must be based on the Road Map.  As such, withdrawal could be an important step towards a process that will eventually result in the end of Israeli occupation of the West Bank, paving the way for the establishment of a sovereign, democratic, viable and contiguous PalestinianState living side by side in peace with a secure Israel.”
**Security Council
On the Security Council today, this morning Ibrahima Fall, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for the Great Lakes Region of Africa, briefed the Security Council in an open meeting on the preparations for a conference to promote peace, security, development and democracy in the region.
He said discussions have so far been constructive, and that the first summit of the Conference will be held in Dar es Salam, Tanzania, on the 19 and 20 November.
Consultations on the Great Lakes followed the open briefing.  A press statement is expected.
The second agenda item of consultations is a briefing by the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Georgia, Heidi Tagliavini.
She was to brief the Council on the Secretary-General’s latest report on the situation in Abkhazia, Georgia.
The report came out last week, and it says that the peace process there has come perilously close to a standstill, with the two sides not having met at the political level since July.
**Security Council - Other
There will be a meeting at 3:15 this afternoon in the Trusteeship Council chamber, chaired by the Presidents of the Security Council, the General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), to launch the Sierra Leone Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) report. 
Copies of the report are available upstairs.
Other speakers will include representatives of Sierra Leone and of UNICEF, and there is a separate "children's version" of the report.
**OIOS
The annual report of the Office of Internal Oversight Services is out on the racks today, and it says that the Office, in its work over the past year, has helped to save the United Nations some 16 million dollars.
The Office issued some 1,500 recommendations, calling for improvements to productivity and accountability for fraud, waste and abuse.  Half of these recommendations have already been implemented by Departments and Offices, the report says.
We also have a press release upstairs on the report.
**Haiti
Two hundred Spanish marines have arrived in Cap Haitien in northern Haiti to join the UN peacekeeping mission there. 

The Spanish troops came equipped with armoured vehicles and other material, and they will form a joint brigade with a Moroccan contingent of 150 troops, which is due to arrive in Cap Haitien this coming Sunday. 
Later this week, the newly arrived troops will be deployed in Cap Haitien and in Ouanaminthe, near the border with the Dominican Republic.  The joint brigade will be tasked with ensuring security in the north-east of Haiti and along the border, an area in which there is reported to be widespread smuggling and arms trafficking.
As of tomorrow, when part of a Sri Lankan military contingent arrives, the total force number will be 3,692.
**Liberia Refugees
A total of 239 Liberian refugees are heading home today from their camps in Sierra Leone in the fourth and largest convoy since the operation started, according to the UN High Commissioner for Refugees. 
Those still in exile are discussing their return options in the wake of a mass information campaign conducted by the agency.
**Democratic Republic of the Congo
The UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo has welcomed the signing of a tripartite agreement on security in the Great Lakes Region.
The agreement, between the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Rwanda and Uganda, was signed yesterday in Kigali.
And we have further details available in a note from the Mission upstairs.
**WHO - Patient Care
Today, the World Health Organization (WHO) and its partners launched the World Alliance for Patient Safety -- a series of key actions to cut the number of illnesses, injuries and deaths suffered by patients during health care. 
WHO says that, on average, 1 in 10 patients admitted to hospital suffers some form of preventable harm that can result in severe disability or death.
This is the first time that a coalition of partners has joined efforts to act globally to improve patient safety. 
WHO said the move underlines the need to take action to reduce the growing number of adverse effects in health care and their impact on patients’ lives.
And we have a press release on that.
**Human Rights
Just a reminder:  the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Louise Arbour, will launch the Secretary-General’s “Action Two” reform initiative at 1:10 this afternoon in Conference Room 4.  That initiative calls for joint UN action to strengthen human rights actions at the country level. 

Today’s launch follows a year-long process in which 21 heads of UN departments and agencies worked to develop an inter-agency plan of action, to integrate human rights into the UN system’s humanitarian and development work.
It’ll be followed by a press conference at 2:25 in this room with Arbour and three other participants in today’s launch:  UNDP Administrator Mark Malloch Brown, UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy and the UN’s Emergency Relief Coordinator, Jan Egeland.
**Press Conference This Afternoon
Press conference this afternoon, at 3:30, Theo van Boven, the Commission on Human Rights Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, will be here to talk to you following his report to the General Assembly’s Third Committee.
**Guests at Noon Tomorrow
And then our guests at the noon briefing tomorrow will be Jean-Marie Guéhenno, the Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, and Thoraya Obaid, the Executive Director of the UN Population Fund.  And they’ll be here to talk to you about the Secretary-General’s report on the implementation of Security Council resolution 1325 on Women, Peace and Security, which the Council will be taking up tomorrow morning.
**Press Conferences Tomorrow
Then press conferences tomorrow, 11 o’clock in this room, Jean Ziegler, the Commission on Human Rights Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food, will be here to brief you.
And then at 1:30 in the afternoon, Paulo Sergio Pinheiro, Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar.
And then that will be followed at 3 p.m. by Cherif Bassiouni, the Independent Expert appointed by the Secretary-General on the situation of human rights in Afghanistan.
That’s all I have for you.  Yes, Mohamed?
**Questions and Answers
Question:  I have two questions for you.  How many certified international UN staff are election experts, and do you think the number is enough for organizing an election?  And my second question is:  Have you heard any scenario for holding elections just in the stable parts of Iraq, and not all over the country?

Spokesman:  Of the 35, eight are currently electoral experts advising the Government.  I think our initial plan is to increase that number of eight, while respecting the 35 ceiling.  And then we continually monitor the security situation in the country, in the hope of being able to send in additional electoral experts.  Any judgment on how these elections should be conducted will be made by the Iraqis themselves, although I believe our advice to them would be to not hold it in only some parts of the country, but rather to hold it in all parts of the country.  Yes, sir?

Question:  Also in Iraq, it is reported that more than 400 explosives are missing.  Does the Secretary-General have any reaction to that?

Spokesman:  No, that is a matter that has been reported on and monitored by the UN weapons inspectors as well as by the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), who have expressed their concern about these explosives in Iraq.  The Secretary-General, of course, shares their concern.  But I think anything that the UN system has to say about the fact that these explosives are missing has been said by the IAEA.  Yes?

Question:  There were some indications, I believe, that the UN had a plan to, within the very near future, send 25 more election workers to Iraq.  Was that a false report, or is that on hold?  Also, what is the latest on the UN talks with the multinational force on providing security, and with Georgia for participating in the closed guard?

Spokesman:  Our intention would be to send 25 additional election monitors, once the security situation permits.  So, as a first step, we would look to increase the number of eight, I can’t say by how many, but while respecting the ceiling of 35, as I said.  And then we would be looking to send in the additional monitors, once the security situation permits.  Now, part of the security equation, of course, is the protection elements that we have been trying to put in place, and I have nothing new to report to you today about that protection force, neither the close protection elements nor the larger, outer ring of support that we would expect from the Multinational Force.

Question:  As a follow-up here, are negotiations ongoing on a daily basis with the Multinational Force, and what’s the hold-up in bringing this to a conclusion?

Spokesman:  The hold-up is that we do not yet have a MemberState prepared to provide the protection elements with the necessary equipment.  So, until those pieces can be brought together, the security personnel, the support equipment, and a dedicated unit within the Multinational Force for the outer ring, we won’t be in a position to say we have that protection element in place.

Question:  But I thought the US was essentially saying, “We’ll do that”, and that negotiations were with the US over the details of making that happen?

Spokesman:  I have nothing to report to you today further to what we’ve already said about our efforts to put all the elements of this protection package in place.  Yes?

Question:  Yesterday, the Ambassadors of Japan, Germany, Brazil and Armenia met with the Secretary-General.  Could you shed some light [inaudible] aspiring for permanent seats on the Security Council?

Spokesman:  Yes, and indeed, that was one of the things they discussed, the possible expansion of the membership of the Security Council.  But, more generally, they discussed the plans for next year regarding the sixtieth anniversary summit of the General Assembly, and other elements.  Next year is a big year, as you know.  There’s the High-Level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change; that report expected in December.  But then, it’s expected that Member States will deal with its recommendations throughout 2005, and the Secretary-General hopes, it will take action on those recommendations at the sixtieth anniversary session of the GA.  So, these were the general subjects discussed yesterday in that meeting.

Question:  Did the four Ambassadors make any proposals on the Council’s expansion?

Spokesman:  I don’t have those details, sorry.  Okay, Djibril will come up and talk about the General Assembly.

Spokesman for General Assembly President
Thank you again, Fred.  Good afternoon. The General Assembly concluded, this morning, consideration of matters related to sport and peace for development, as well as a report of the Secretary-General on the promotion of religious and cultural understanding, harmony and peace.  The General Assembly is considering right now the follow-up to the outcome of the 2001 special session on children.
Yesterday, the General Assembly discussed the Report of the Economic and Social Council, and the role of the United Nations in promoting a new global order.  Introducing the report, the President of ECOSOC, Marjatta Rasi of Finland, said that over the past few years, the Council had promoted integrated implementation of the outcome of the UN conferences and summits by effectively coordinating the activities of the UN system, by providing a forum for dialogue on the merging challenges and development.  While delegations supported the notion of a new global human order, many speakers urged the Council to do more in managing globalization and in promoting equitable socio-economic development.
Another item was discussed jointly with the item on sport and peace for development, that one called Culture for Peace:  a report of the Secretary-General.  This comes out of a request of the fifty-eighth session of the General Assembly, that had asked for a report to be presented by the Secretary-General.  The General Assembly, at its fifty-eighth session, acknowledged that respect for diversity of religions and cultures, tolerance, dialogue and cooperation in a climate of mutual trust and understanding could contribute to the combating of ideologies and practices based on discrimination, intolerance and hatred, and help to reinforce world peace, social justice and friendship among peoples.  It also welcomed the efforts of States, relevant entities of the United Nations system, and other intergovernmental organizations, civil society and the media in developing a culture of peace and encouraged them to continue such efforts.
The General Committee met this morning at its fifth meeting.  It considered the request for inclusion of three additional items on the Agenda of the General Assembly, and a sub-item.  The three additional items are as follows:  One, the Andean Zone of Peace was established on 12 July 2004 at the fifteenth meeting of the Andean Presidential Council held in Quito, Ecuador.  It’s based on the promotion of relations of friendship, cooperation for all-round development, the culture of peace, efforts to prevent and combat threats to security, and the quest for a fairer and more equitable international order for the Andean countries.  And, for those of you who may want more background, the list of Andean countries is as follows:  Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru and Venezuela.
The second additional item had to do with a request for observer status for the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation, commonly referred to as SAARC.  SAARC represents seven countries of South Asia, namely Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka.  And it was launched in December 1985.
The third item had to do with the situation in the occupied territories of Azerbaijan.
And the sub-item is in regard to elections of a member of the International Court of Justice. 
As Fred Eckhard mentioned earlier, the report of the Sierra Leone Truth and Reconciliation Commission is being discussed this afternoon.  It’s the President of the General Assembly, Jean Ping of Gabon, who will chair that meeting.  And the meeting, correction, the meeting is chaired jointly by the Presidents of the General Assembly, the Security Council and Economic and Social Council. 
The President of the General Assembly will say the following in his statement:  One, that “the publication of the Final Report of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission on Sierra Leone is an important event for the people of Sierra Leone and the world, as it constitutes an example for Africa and for the International community as a whole.”
“I am convinced”, says the President of the General Assembly, “that the relevant recommendations of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission Report reflect the will and the determination of Sierra Leone to rebuild its unity and to eradicate impunity. 
“I also welcome the interest and the solidarity demonstrated by the international community and call for further support of the efforts of the Sierra Leonean people, particularly the victims of the conflicts, in order to foster hope and faith for a better future”.
That’s all I have for you.  Any questions? Yes, please.
**Questions and Answers
Question:  When will the legal committee of the GA resume its discussions on human cloning?

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  On human cloning?

Question:  Yes.

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  No further indication so far.  But, we’ll get back to you when we get some information.  Any other questions?  If not, thank you.

* *** *
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