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New UN-Backed Flood Management Project for Africa's Limpopo River Unveiled 

UN News Service (New York) 
NEWS
September 27, 2004 
Posted to the web September 27, 2004 
With United Nations backing, a new multimillion dollar project was launched today to prevent a recurrence of the massive loss of life caused by flooding along the southern African Limpopo river in recent years. 

The project, funded by the UN Environment Programme's (UNEP) wing of the Global Environment Facility and executed by the UN Human Settlements Programme (HABITAT), aims to improve the way land along the river is managed, boost the ability of governments, local authorities and communities to respond to extreme flooding events and establish early-warning systems. 

A key feature will be improving cooperation among the three countries concerned - Mozambique, South Africa and Zimbabwe - as well as forging closer links in areas like flood forecasting in consultation with other nations have dams on the Limpopo. 

Studies pinpointing regional and national gaps in flood warning and alert systems will be undertaken alongside improved training for national experts in these areas. In addition, surveys of "safe" areas will also be carried out to identify areas along the lower Limpopo River basin where both people and livestock can go when a flood alert is issued. 

Gulf Daily News

UN's green group set for forum in Bahrain

THE United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) will hold an expert consultation meeting on its Global Environment Outlook Report (GEO-4) in Bahrain today and tomorrow.

It will be held under the patronage of Southern Governor and Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife head Shaikh Abdulla bin Hamad Al Khalifa.

GEO is Unep's flagship report on the state and trends of the global environment, said Unep's West Asia Regional Office acting director and regional representative Dr Habin El Habr.

"The report will promote interaction between science on the one hand and policy and decision-making on the other," he told the GDN.

"The first volume in the series, GEO-1 was launched in 1997, the second (GEO-2000) in 1999 and the third (GEO-3) in 2002.

"GEO-4 will be published in 2007 and will build upon the experiences gained and lessons learned in providing the previous three reports."

An increasing number of people, countries and institutions are now using the GEO approach for integrated environmental assessment, said Dr El Habr.

Unep is organising a series of consultation meetings in six regions around the world to seek guidance from key stakeholder groups.

The meeting in Bahrain is for the West Asia region.

The main objective of the meeting is to receive feedback from policy makers, the science community, business, civil society and non governmental organisations, said Dr El Habr.

Vice-president for Environment and Wildlife Affairs at the Public Commission Dr Ismail Al Madani and Dr El Habr will speak at the opening session.

Experts from various West Asian countries, regional and international organisations, academic and research centres, Habr.

Vice-president for Environment and Wildlife Affairs at the Public Commission Dr Ismail Al Madani and Dr El Habr will speak at the opening session.

Experts from various West Asian countries, regional and international organisations, academic and research centres, civil society, industry, youth and media will attend.

The GEO process in the region is supported by the Arabian Gulf University (AGU) and the Arab Centre for the Study of Arid Zones and Dry Lands (Acsad).
China Daily

Award winners push protection of environment
By Qin Chuan (China Daily)
Updated: 2004-09-28 02:25
Students of the Qingshan Primary School in the Zunyi County, Southwest China's Guizhou Province, might not have had a good idea of what environmental protection is. 

But now their school, after being rebuilt, has a new name - Qingshan Huanbao Xiwang Primary School that symbolizes that concept. 

"Huanbao" means environmental protection and "Xiwang" means hope. 

Thanks to a donation from Minister of the State Environmental Protection Administration Xie Zhenhua, the main body of the school, which used to be old and shabby, has taken on a new look now. 

The donation, worth of 200,000 yuan (US$24,180), was part of the US$100,000 Xie received as a winner of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) Sasakawa Environment Prize last year. 

Xie donated all the money to four primary schools in western China. 

He was awarded the prize last November for his efforts in improving China's environment over more than two decades. 

Xie was considered by UNEP as "the initiator and leader'' of China's environmental protection programme. 

His leadership has also helped change the attitudes of China's people -- a quarter of the world's population -- towards the environment, according to UNEP's documentary on Sasakawa Environment Prize laureates. 

At the award ceremony in New York last November, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said Xie has shown great zeal and imagination in promoting the concept of sustainable development in China. 

In a statement at the ceremony, Xie said he deemed the award recognition and affirmation by the UN and the international community of China's efforts and achievements in environmental protection and sustainable development. 

The school, boasting a history of more than 100 years and built on an ancient temple, had become seriously tattered. 

Xie's donation has allowed it to become revitalized, said Li Doufei, a student representative. 

"We are very happy that we will soon read books in a large, bright school surrounded by trees,'' she said. 

Li said she and her school mates will bear in mind protecting the environment in their daily lives. 

"We will take action and join hand in hand to make more students and schools participate in environmental protection,'' she said. 

The UNEP Sasakawa Environment Prize is one of the most prestigious environmental awards in the world. 

To date, two Chinese have been granted the award. 

Another Chinese winner was Qu Geping, chairman of the Committee of Environmental and Natural Resource Conservation of the National People's Congress and president of the China Environmental Protection Foundation. 

Qu used to be the head of the National Environmental Protection Agency, which presaged the State Environmental Protection Administration. 

His outstanding contributions in promoting and supporting environmental protection in China have been considered "exemplary,'' according to UNEP documents. 

Qu shared the prize in 1992 with Yuri Izrael from Russia. 

In the early 1980s, China began to make a series of guidelines and policies for environmental protection, Qu said. 

From then on, environmental protection has been making progress in China, and attracted the attention of the international community. 

"My getting the prize showed a recognition of China's measures in environmental protection,'' he said. 

After receiving the prize, Qu decided to set up an environmental protection foundation in China. 

Thus, the China Environmental Protection Foundation came into being. 

"I thought that funds for environmental protection were very limited and hoped my idea could help,'' Qu said. 

The foundation now supports many projects in China, involving wildlife protection and desertification control.

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

China Daily

Panel focuses on air, water, land and energy
By Jiang Zhuqing & Qin Chuan (China Daily)
Updated: 2004-09-28 02:24
Air pollution has become one of the most important problems for large cities around the world, environmentalists said Monday. 

Environmentalists from around the world gathered for the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) Sasakawa Environment Prize 20th Anniversary conducted panel discussions on the topics of air, water, energy and land Monday. 

Mario J. Molina, Sasakawa prize winner, said sustainable development must include appropriate air quality management plans to monitor environmental quality and public health, access clean technologies and improvement data collection and assessment. 

Until recently, the main air pollutants were sulfur compounds generated by burning coal, he said, adding that long-range transport of ozone and particulate matter affects air quality and climate in regions far from their sources. 

"As a developing country with coal as its main source of energy, the Chinese Government has always attached great importance to the protection of atmospheric environment," said Gu Xiulian, vice-chairperson of the Standing Committee of the National People's Congress. 

Meanwhile China still faces a very grim situation, she said. 

The coal-dominated energy structure makes it hard to solve soot pollution quickly. Increasing automobile pollution coupled with the multiplication of causes of atmospheric pollution make it more difficult to improve urban air quality. 

"Moreover, the ongoing acid rain problem directly impacts on the security of regional environment," she noted. 

In solving these problems, the Chinese Government will, optimize energy structures, speed up sulfur-removing progress in thermal power plants, control automobile emissions, improve energy efficiency and encourage saving as well enhance environmental awareness across the country and encourage public participation, she said. 

"The links and interaction between atmospheric and other environmental issues are complicated," said a keynote speech prepared by Surendra Shrestha and Mylvakanam Iyngararasan, both are UNEP officials. 

Prevention needs to be advocated and incorporated as part of economic and social activities with a focus on the ecosystem and changes in lifestyle, it said. 

Human activities regionally and globally have stressed the land to its full carrying capacity or even over-stressed it, said Chen Bangzhu, Chairman of the Committee for Population, Resource and Environment of Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference, which is China's top advisory body, at the panel discussion on land. 

In China, the social and economic sustainable development in some areas has been constrained primarily by shortage of land resources, severe land degradation and low quality arable land, he said. 

"Strengthening management and ensuring sustainable utilization of land resources will be a challenging task for China in the long run," Chen said. 

The Chinese Government is ready to enhance co-operation and communication with other countries and make joint efforts to promote the protection of global land resources, he said. 

Water in China should be managed according to different river regions, rather than different administrative divisions, said Qu Geping, chairman of the Committee of Environmental and Natural Resource Conservation of the National People's Congress at the panel discussion on water. 

For example, the pollution control in the Huaihe River is not satisfactory just because the river is managed by four provinces --Henan, Hubei, Anhui and Jiangsu provinces in Central and East China -- through which it runs. 

The river's condition has been a heated topic. 

It would be better for the whole river region to be managed as a whole, Qu said. 

In addition, the market system should also be given full play in water management and investment from all walks of life should be encouraged, he said. 

Meanwhile, Qu suggested that water prices in China be raised. The prices now, although raised already, are still relatively low, he said. 

"People must know water is a precious resource and they should be economical in using it," he added.

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

China Daily

Environment set as priority
By Qin Chuan & Jiang Zhuqing (China Daily)
Updated: 2004-09-28 01:30
Environmental protection and rebuilding will be moved up higher on the agenda, vice-premier Zeng Peiyan said Monday in Beijing. 

Environmental protection has been one of the basic national policies in China and sustainable development a crucial strategy, he said during a ceremony to mark the 20th anniversary of the United Nations Environment Programme's (UNEP) Sasakawa Environment Prize. 

The annual prize is one of the most prestigious environmental awards in the world. 

Two days of discussions on the themes of water, land, air and energy among experts from both home and abroad, including former prize winners, will follow the ceremony. 

China will pursue a new industrialization model with advanced science and technology, good economic benefits, low resource consumption and little environmental pollution and that gives full play to the country's rich human resources, Zeng said. 

The country will try to foster production and consumption patterns that are conducive to resource saving and pollution reduction, he said. 

Zeng said a circular economy will be promoted in the country as part of an effort to build a society that is resource efficient and environmentally friendly. 

Minister of the State Environmental Protection Administration Xie Zhenhua, who was one of the two winners of last year's Sasakawa Environment Prize, said the prize has helped push for significant achievements in global environmental protection and sustainable development. 

Winners of the prize include government officials, researchers and environmentalists from non-government organizations, who are from different places but all devote themselves to the sustainable development of the human society, he said. 

"China will be and must be a model of sustainable development with the combination of economic development, social progress and environmental protection," said UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer during a press conference after the ceremony. 

Besides, awareness of environmental protection, especially among youths in China, has greatly increased, he said. 

Moreover, the capacity and technology used in environmental protection has improved greatly, he said. 

Meanwhile, the topic of cleaner production is not only a vision and a theory but more and more integrated. 

At Monday's ceremony former Japanese Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto was granted a special UNEP prize for environmental achievements. 

Toepfer said the special prize was to mark the 20th anniversary of the Sasakawa Environment Prize.

_________________________________________________________________________________________    

Xinhua

UNEP Sasakawa Environment Prize
　BEIJING, Sept. 27 (Xinhuanet) -- The Sasakawa Environment Prize, given by the United Nations Environment Program, is one of the most prestigious international environment prizes. It celebrates its 20th anniversary here Monday. 

    Funded by the Nippon Foundation of Japan, the Sasakawa Prize has been awarded annually to leading "individuals who have made outstanding global contributions to the management and protection of the environment" since 1984. 

    Xie Zhenhua, director of China's State Environment Protection Administration (SEPA), shared the prize with Denor Giovanini from Brazil in 2003. His predecessor, Qu Geping, was awarded the prize in 1992. 

    The annual award of 50,000 US dollars was increased to 200,000 dollars in 1990, making it one of the world's most valuable environmental prizes. Enditem 
AFP

Un Centre méditerranéen des énergies renouvelables inauguré à Tunis

27/09 16:38  

Un Centre méditerranéen des énergies renouvelables (MEDREC) a été inauguré lundi à Tunis par le ministre de l'Industrie et de l'Energie, Féthi Merdassi, en collaboration avec le ministère italien de l'Environnement, apprend-on de source officielle.

Le MEDREC a pour objectif de soutenir le lancement de projets pilotes en matière d'énergies renouvelables -éolienne, solaire et autre- dans la région méditerranéenne, pour assurer un développement durable.

Fruit de la coopération tuniso-italienne, le nouveau centre a une vocation régionale dans cinq pays de la rive sud de la méditerranée: Algérie, Egypte, Libye, Maroc et Tunisie.

Le ministre tunisien de l'Energie, Féthi Merdassi a rappelé devant 200 invités venus d'Italie et des pays concernés par le projet, les efforts réalisés par la Tunisie en matière d'exploitation des énergies renouvelables et alternatives.

Le directeur général du ministère italien de l'Environnement et du territoire, Corrado Clini a déclaré, pour sa part, que ce centre contribuerait à "atteindre l'objectif fixé par le Sommet mondial sur le développement durable, en 2002, à Johannesbourg, de permettre à 1OO millions de personnes d'utiliser des énergies renouvelables dans les dix prochaines années".

Le Programme des Nations-Unies pour l'Environnement (PNUE) a annoncé que l'un des premiers projets du centre serait de faciliter la dotation de 30.000 chauffe-eau solaires domestiques à des foyers tunisiens durant les trois ou quatre prochaines années.

Des crédits seront alloués aux familles pour l'acquisition de ces chauffe-eau, l'Agence nationale tunisienne pour la maîtrise de l'Energie et la Société tunisienne d'Electricité et de gaz (STEG) étant partenaires du projet.

Des experts en énergie des pays méditerranéens ainsi que des experts représentant l'Agence internationale de l'énergie (AIE) participeront aux activités du nouveau centre.

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

La Presse (Tunis) 

ACTUALITÉS

27 Septembre 2004 

Publié sur le web le 27 Septembre 2004 

L'Agence nationale pour la maîtrise de l'énergie (Anme) organise aujourd'hui à Tunis un séminaire régional sur le lancement des activités du centre méditerranéen des énergies renouvelables Medrec. 

Le séminaire est organisé par le ministère de l'Industrie et de l'Energie, en collaboration avec le ministère italien de l'Environnement. 

Ce séminaire, qui regroupera plus de 200 invités de Tunisie et de pays méditerranéens, constitue une occasion propice en vue de prendre connaissance des différents programmes et projets devant être réalisés dans le cadre des activités du centre, de débattre et d'échanger les vues sur les questions liées au développement des énergies renouvelables dans la région méditerranéenne, dans la perspective d'assurer un développement durable. 

Le Medrec (Mediterranean Renewable Energy Center) à vocation régionale et basé à l'Agence nationale pour la maîtrise de l'énergie (Anme), implique dans ses activités cinq pays de la rive sud de la Méditerranée : l'Algérie, l'Egypte, la Libye, le Maroc et la Tunisie.

BBC

Picture of North Sea fish decline 
	By Carolyn Fry 
in Vigo, Spain 


A scientific model of the North Sea's ecosystem suggests the total stock of fish has dropped from 26 million tonnes to 10 million in just over a century. 

Some fish, such as the bluefin tuna, have disappeared completely following intensive fishing in the 1960s. 

Others, including cod, haddock and mackerel, have declined considerably, while seals appear to be on the rise. 

The model's details were revealed at the annual meeting of the International Council for the Exploration of the Sea. 

The researchers hope their work will help in forecasting the future impact of fishing and climate change on species within the North Sea. 

	
	[A bluefin tuna] was recently caught off Scarborough, which may indicate we'll see [them] in the North Sea in future 
Steven Mackinson, Cefas 


"We're trying to find out who eats whom and how much, and how the ecosystem has changed since 1880," explained ecologist Steven Mackinson, at the Ices conference here in Vigo, Spain. 

"Fisheries and the Ices are calling for ecosystem-wide management and this is a response to that," he told BBC News Online. 

Fine scale 

Mackinson and Georgi Daskalov, both senior scientific officers at the Centre for Environment, Fisheries and Aquaculture Science (Cefas) in Lowestoft, UK, began by gathering information on the biomasses of organisms within the ecosystem for the year 1991. 

They chose this date primarily because a lot of detailed marine information was gathered that year. 

Sources included the International Bottom Trawl Survey, which has gathered data on fish for over 30 years; and the Year of the Stomach, a regular Europe-wide survey of fish stomach contents. 

"There have been other models of the North Sea made in the past, but we've not been entirely happy with them," said Mackinson. 

"We now have better quality data and skills, so we're trying to build a model which is highly detailed and can be defended scientifically." 

The next step was to define variables for the model. Major fish species such as haddock, mackerel and lemon sole are listed individually, while others are grouped into types exhibiting similar behaviour, such as predators living close to the seabed. 

As some juveniles have distinctly different eating habits from the adults of their species, they are considered as separate, but linked, groups. 

'Dead' component 

Non-fish groups include whales, dolphins, seabirds, squid, echinoderms, benthic crustaceans and small worms. "We're trying to capture what happens from the very bottom of the food chain to the very top and look at the dynamics throughout the ecosystem," said Mackinson. 

The scientists also added figures for the amount of dead material such as discarded fish and other detritus that routinely sinks to the seabed. Including a "dead" variable is important as it is a vital link in the food chain. 

"Lots of organisms, particularly tiny bacteria, eat and take nutrients from detritus and in doing so they make it available to the higher organisms who eat them," said Mackinson. 

"There's a recycling of nutrients through the system. Traditionally people have believed that a lot of energy within the ecosystem is dependent on primary production of phytoplankton but we believe recycling has a strong input." 

Comparing the 1991 data with information gathered for the year 1800, prior to the age of steam and mechanisation in the fishing industry, showed up clear reductions in the numbers of cod, haddock, saithe, cetaceans and seabirds. 

Seal numbers appeared to have risen but this could simply be because there is more data available now. 

Model limitations 
The scientists aim to use information on North Sea stocks in 2004 to test the model's ability to accurately forecast change under different conditions. 

Then they will ask various "what if?" questions to predict how the ecosystem may react to changes in fishing and the climate in the future. 

"There used to be two stocks of Atlantic bluefin tuna in the North Sea but during the 1960s, fisheries caught 70,000 fish a year," explained Mackinson. 

"They seem not to be present now but one was recently caught off Scarborough, which may indicate we'll see bluefin tuna in the North Sea in future." 

Fellow ecosystem modeller Henrik Sparholt, a fishing assistant at the Ices Secretariat in Copenhagen, believes such work will yield valuable results, provided people are aware of the limitations. 

"This kind of modelling is a bit controversial in scientific spheres because a lot of the elements and links between them are not well understood," he said. 

"But it is an important step forward in our progress towards understanding the ecosystem. Ultimately, working out how the North Sea functions will be a job for a whole group of scientists over a long period of time." 

Images are Crown copyright and reproduced with the permission of Cefas, Lowestoft 
Story from BBC NEWS:

KBC

Hurricane Jeanne kills 6 in Florida 

BY: Chris Khisa/BBC
DATE: Monday, September 27, 2004

Emergency crews in Florida are assessing the damage caused by Hurricane Jeanne, the fourth major storm to hit the US state in six weeks. 

Parts of the state's central Atlantic coast were devastated after Jeanne made landfall on Saturday night with 120mph (160km/h) gusts. 

The storm tore off roofs, leaving some two million people without electricity and streets knee-deep in water. 
So far, at least six people have been reported killed. 

The victims included a 15-year-old boy in Clay County, south of Jacksonville, who died after a tree fell on him, the Associated Press reported. 

Jeanne was downgraded later on Sunday to a tropical storm as it moved north-west. Earlier, Jeanne battered the Bahamas with violent winds, sending hundreds of people fleeing to emergency shelters. 

Jeanne's destructive power was already clear from the devastation in Haiti, where more than 1,500 were killed in flooding and landslides. There is still a month of the hurricane season left. 

The hurricane, a dangerous category three storm, came ashore near Stuart, Fort Pierce and Vero Beach on Florida's east coast - the same region battered by Hurricane Frances three weeks ago. 

Florida's Governor Jeb Bush said the hardest-hit areas were Martin, Indian River and St Lucie counties on the state's central Atlantic coast. 

However, the governor added that "just about everybody's been impacted by the storm in one way or the other". 

As the wind and rain died down, emergency teams began assessing the damage and searching for potential victims of the storm. 
"Today, the focus is on life and death. We need to get in there and find out what the situation is as soon as we can," Florida emergency co-cordinator Mike DeLorenzo was quoted as saying by Reuters. 

In Stuart, a few houses and businesses have been badly damaged, but Jeanne seems to have spared the town the devastation of previous storms, the BBC's Daniel Lak reports from the town. 

At midnight GMT the storm was centred about 10 miles (15km) south of the town of Bronson, the US National Hurricane Center reported. 

Jeanne is now slowly weakening as it moves over central Florida and is expected to head into southern Georgia during Monday.

__________________________________________________________________________________________ REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA - NEWS UPDATE

 28 September 2004

UNEP in the news

GEF funds project to harness flooding of Limpopo River 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - The Global Environment Facility (GEF) at the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) is funding a multimillion- dollar two-year project to reduce the impact of flooding on the lower basin of the Limpopo River. The project aims at improving the management of land along the river, and boosting the ability of governments, local authorities and communities which benefit from the Limpopo to respond to extreme flooding and establish early warning systems, UNEP said Monday in a press release here. Mozambique's minister for coordination of environmental affairs, John William Kachamila launched the project at the weekend, saying the new initiative was vital for reducing the vulnerability of communities living in flood prone areas. UNEP said the initiative is in response to the devastating loss of lives and property, which occurred in the region due to flooding of the Limpopo basin in Mozambique in 2000. A wide range of factors aggravated the flooding which the new project, being executed by the UN Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat), seeks to address. GEF is providing nearly $1 million with support in cash and in kind from Mozambique, South Africa, Zimbabwe and UN-Habitat, and the project is being implemented in the framework of the Action Plan for the Environment Initiative of NEPAD (the New Partnership for Africa's Development), UNEP explained. A key feature will be the fostering of improved cooperation between the three countries involved -- Mozambique, South Africa and Zimbabwe -- as well as the forging closer links in flood forecasting with Botswana which operates a dam on the Limpopo. According to UNEP, numerous activities include the creation of regional land management action plans in order to better protect and restore natural flood defences such wetlands that are able to absorb floodwaters.
http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng058041&dte=27/09/2004
Le GEF finance un projet pour prévenir les inondations du Limpopo

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Un projet biennal de plusieurs millions de dollars visant à réduire l'impact des inondations sur le bassin inférieur du fleuve Limpopo est financé par la Facilité globale pour l'environnement (GEF) du Programme des Nations unies pour l'environnement (PNUE), a appris ce lundi la PANA, de source officielle. Ce projet a pour objectif d'améliorer la gestion des terres le long du fleuve et de booster la capacité des gouvernements, autorités locales et communautés qui tirent profit du Limpopo à réagir face aux inondations extrêmes mais aussi, à installer des systèmes d'alerte avancée, indique un communiqué de presse du PNUE publié lundi. Le ministre mozambicain pour la Coordination des questions environnementales, John William Kachamila, a procédé au lancement de ce projet ce week-end. Il a jugé cette initiative vitale pour réduire la vulnérabilité des communautés vivant dans les zones sujettes aux inondations. Le PNUE a, pour sa part, dit que cette initiative a été lancée face aux pertes en vies humaines et aux dégâts importants survenus dans la région en 2000, à cause des inondations du bassin du fleuve Limpopo. Un certain nombre de facteurs ont aggravé ces inondations auxquelles le nouveau programme qui est exécuté par le Programme des Nations unies pour les installations humaines (UN-Habitat) entend s'attaquer. Le GEF accorde près d'un million de dollars en plus du soutien en espèces et en nature du Mozambique, de l'Afrique du Sud, du Zimbabwe et de UN-Habitat. Le projet est exécuté dans le cadre du Plan d'action de l'initiative pour l'environnement du NEPAD (Nouveau partenariat pour le développement de l'Afrique), a expliqué le PNUE.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng058041&dte=27/09/2004
General Environment News

More hippos die in Uganda's Queen Elizabeth Park

Kampala, Uganda (PANA) - Authorities in western Uganda have banned eating game meat and fish following the massive death of hippopotami in Queen Elizabeth National Park. Bushenyi district council authorities passed a resolution recommending even the use of Lakes George and Edward, and Kazinga Channel where more and more carcasses of dead Hippopotami are seen floating. Since mid August, Hippopotami are dying of a strange disease now under investigations. But locals in the Rift Valley game park are reported to be feasting on the carcasses leading to their death in recent weeks. About 120 hippopotami have mysteriously died since mid last month. Preliminary investigations point to anthrax or poisoning as the cause. About 10 people from various parts of Bunyaruguru county, which borders the park, have died after reportedly eating the meat of the hippopotami carcasses. It is reported that the residents would go in the lakes, pick the carcasses from the water and feast on them against the advice of both Uganda Wildlife Authority (UWA) and local authorities. "The death of these animals is mysterious. Every morning a hippo is found floating," says a district resolution read to PANA on telephone Monday. "Fish from the same lakes eat the carcasses and people risk eating the same fish. "From this background, we have decided that wild meat, and fishing be suspended," the document warned. Unfortunately, the ban affects only Ugandans and not neighboring Congolese who feed from the same lakes that form a natural border between both countries.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng058015&dte=27/09/2004
Conference highlights Africa's bamboo potential, benefits

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Scientists meeting here posited Saturday that the world's fastest growing woody plant, the bamboo tree could be used to cure heavily polluted lakes and rivers, including Lake Victoria, whose shoreline is dotted with large urban centres emptying sewage into it. They said the woody plant, whose commercial use is still limited among African countries is an alternative construction material, the use of which could help save forests from depletion. The scientists maintained that the use of bamboo could help reduce pressure on native forests and compensate for acute shortages in hardwood and softwood. "It's pathetic to note that bamboo is only grown in Kenya, Tanzania, DR Congo, Madagascar, Ethiopia and Rwanda, whereas nearly all countries in Africa have the potential to grow it in larger acreage," said Chin ONG, Project Manager with the Regional Land Management Unit (RELMA), an affiliate of the International Agroforestry Centre (ICRAF). The woody plant, he said, has been given high priority in parts of Asia especially in China and Indonesia. Yet in most African countries, it is largely ignored by many governments. He urged the governments to promote its use. Ong said a new program to popularise the use of bamboo growing has been launched in Africa to create awareness on the environmental benefits and also for generating jobs and income. The five-day international conference kicked off Saturday in Nairobi with over 250 top scientists, conservationists, policymakers, farmers, land user planners and community leaders from 50 countries attending.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng057937&dte=26/09/2004
World Bank pledges US$16 million to revamp Kenyan forests
Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - The World Bank and International Finance Corporation (IFC) have pledged US$16 million in support of Kenya government's efforts to conserve forests. During talks with President Mwai Kibaki in Nairobi Friday, visiting World Bank and IFC officials said the funds would partly be used to finance an inventory of the country's forest cover with a view to increasing forest acreage. The team which was led by Erick Cruikshank of IFC also briefed Kibaki on the status of Webuye Pan-African Paper Mills that has been experiencing tough times. They pledged to support the company to restructure and diversify its source of wood fuel by encouraging agro-forestry activities in the areas where the company operates. Speaking during the meeting, Kibaki said his government was keen on ensuring that forests were conserved for posterity. He reiterated the government's commitment in the facilitation of projects that will promote afforestation and encourage farmers to view trees as a valuable cash crop.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng057917&dte=25/09/2004
__________________________________________________________________________________________ ROAP Media Update –  28 September 2004
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UN or UNEP in the news

Environment set as priority
BEIJING, Sept. 28 (Xinhuanet) -- Environmental protection and rebuilding will be moved up higher on the agenda, vice-premier Zeng Peiyan said Monday in Beijing. 
    Environmental protection has been one of the basic national policies in China and sustainable development a crucial strategy, he said during a ceremony to mark the 20th anniversary of the United Nations Environment Programme's (UNEP) Sasakawa Environment Prize. 
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-09/28/content_2031552.htm 

Award winners push protection of environment
By Qin Chuan (China Daily) - Updated: 2004-09-28 02:25
Students of the Qingshan Primary School in the Zunyi County, Southwest China's Guizhou Province, might not have had a good idea of what environmental protection is. 
…Thanks to a donation from Minister of the State Environmental Protection Administration Xie Zhenhua, the main body of the school, which used to be old and shabby, has taken on a new look now. 
The donation, worth of 200,000 yuan (US$24,180), was part of the US$100,000 Xie received as a winner of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) Sasakawa Environment Prize last year. 
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2004-09/28/content_378222.htm 

Panel focuses on air, water, land and energy
By Jiang Zhuqing & Qin Chuan (China Daily), Updated: 2004-09-28 02:24
Air pollution has become one of the most important problems for large cities around the world, environmentalists said Monday. 
Environmentalists from around the world gathered for the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) Sasakawa Environment Prize 20th Anniversary conducted panel discussions on the topics of air, water, energy and land Monday. 
…"The links and interaction between atmospheric and other environmental issues are complicated," said a keynote speech prepared by Surendra Shrestha and Mylvakanam Iyngararasan, both are UNEP officials. 
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2004-09/28/content_378217.htm 

Backgrounder: UNEP Sasakawa Environment Prize
Xinhua, China, 27 September 2004 - http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-09/27/content_2030539.htm 

Vice-premier stresses importance of environmental protection
BEIJING, Sept. 27 (Xinhuanet) -- Chinese Vice-Premier Zeng Peiyan stressed here Monday the importance of "resolutely" carrying out the basic state policy of protecting the environment during the process of building an all-around well-off society. 
    Zeng made the remarks at a ceremony marking the 20th anniversary of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) Sasakawa Prize, one of the world's most prestigious environmental awards. 
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-09/27/content_2030310.htm 


Quality, not quantity the way forward for HK's tourism 
The Standard, Hong Kong, (Paris Lord) 28 September 2004 - Hong Kong must do more with visitors than simply pack them into shopping malls or it risks damaging its long-term sustainability as a viable destination, a tourism conference heard on Monday. 

``When you go to any tourist attraction, there are a lot of queues and lines to get in,'' Niclas Svenningsen of the United Nations Environment Programme told a conference on sustainable tourism. 
``I believe there is a limit to growth, I believe that Hong Kong is closing in on that limit.'' 
Svenningsen, a programme officer with the UN agency, said the territory expects 20 million visitors this year, and an average hotel occupancy rate of 85 per cent. Any more visitors could prove counter-productive, he said. ``I think it is a mistake to pursue more volume in Hong Kong.'' 
http://www.thestandard.com.hk/news_detail_frame.cfm?articleid=51133&intcatid=42 
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M O N D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Sudan: UN rights official says Darfur’s displaced live in ‘prisons without walls’

*
Security Council urges Côte d’Ivoire leader Gbagbo to act on peace pledges

*
General Assembly debate discusses Security Council, terrorism, global trade

*
UN mission in Burundi extends condolences to family of murdered staffer

*
Citing death of Palestinian girl by Israeli fire, UN urges protection of children

*
Nearly half of all working heavy weapons collected in Afghanistan, UN reports
*
Haitian death toll from tropical storm climbs past 1,300 – UN mission

*
UN panel working to keep chemical, germ and nuclear arms out of terrorist hands

*
Bird flu crisis of ‘global importance,’ UN agency warns

*
New UN-backed flood management project for Africa’s Limpopo River unveiled 

* * * * 

Sudan

27 September – Most of the vast population of displaced people in Sudan’s Darfur region “are living in prisons without walls,” and yet the Sudanese Government continues to deny the scale and gravity of what is happening there, the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights said after returning from a visit to the strife-torn region.

Louise Arbour, who spent a week in Darfur with the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser on the Prevention of Genocide Juan Méndez, said they heard graphic stories from internally displaced persons (IDPs) about attacks by armed militias known as the Janjaweed.

About 1.45 million people are IDPs and another 200,000 are refugees in neighbouring Chad because of Janjaweed attacks against civilians and fighting between Sudanese Government forces and two local rebel groups.

Mrs. Arbour said the IDPs cannot imagine returning to their homes because they do not trust that the Government will protect them from further attacks by the Janjaweed.

“At best they feel the authorities respond inadequately to their concerns, and at worst that they are in collusion with their abusers,” she said on Saturday.

Secretary-General Kofi Annan dispatched Mrs. Arbour and Mr. Méndez to Darfur to probe what action is necessary to better protect civilians there, especially the most vulnerable IDPs. The two officials are expected to submit their report, with recommendations, to Mr. Annan next week and are also slated to brief the Security Council.

Mrs. Arbour and Mr. Méndez said there was a considerable gap between the Government on one side and the IDPs and humanitarian agencies on the other about the situation in Darfur.

“There is an obvious disconnect in the way the Government sees the situation. This is most obvious and worrisome in the official denial of the extent and gravity of rape and sexual violence against women in Darfur,” Mrs. Arbour said.

Mr. Méndez said the presence of monitors from the African Union (AU) has improved security in the region and called for an expansion of the AU force to prevent “further massive and widespread violations.”

Meanwhile, High Commissioner for Refugees Ruud Lubbers – who is midway through a visit to the region – said zero violence is necessary before the people of Darfur will feel it is safe to go home. Mr. Lubbers also urged the Sudanese Government to work together with international aid agencies to help rebuild confidence.

* * *

Côte d’Ivoire

27 September – Voicing concern over the lack of progress in Côte d’Ivoire’s national reconciliation process, Security Council members today called on President Laurent Gbagbo to make good on the pledges he made at a peace summit this summer.

In a statement to the press read by Council President Ambassador Juan Antonio Yañez-Barnuevo of Spain, members warned that the delay was not only holding back the peace process in Côte d’Ivoire, but was also detrimental to further progress in West Africa, a region marred by numerous conflicts with cross-border implications.

“The members of the Council exhorted, in particular, President Laurent Gbagbo to do everything in his power to ensure the revision of Article 35 of the Constitution, as he committed himself in Accra,” Ambassador Yañez-Barnuevo said in a press statement, referring to the summit held in late July in the Ghanaian capital. Article 35 concerns eligibility by nationality for the country’s presidency.

At that meeting, the parties in Côte d’Ivoire signed the Accra III Agreement, which binds the Government to the 2003 Linas-Marcoussis Agreement, which itself ended fighting in the West African country and created a government of national reconciliation. The Accra III deal focused on those parts of the 2003 pact that were still disputed.

“They also exhorted the [opposition] Forces Nouvelles to start as soon as possible before 15 October, and without preconditions, the demobilization, disarmament and reintegration process to which they committed themselves in Accra,” the Council President added. “They stressed that all paramilitary and militia groups must also be disarmed.”

Ambassador Yañez-Barnuevo said Council members exhorted Ivorian members of Parliament to accelerate consideration of legislative reforms in the National Assembly with a view to their adoption before the end of this month, particularly the law on the independent electoral commission.

They also “recalled in the strongest terms that open, free and fair elections before November 2005, in accordance with the Ivorian Constitution, is the only possible solution to a peaceful settlement of the crisis in Côte d’Ivoire,” he added.

The statement condemned attacks against staff of the UN Operation in Côte d’Ivoire (UNOCI) said those responsible should be held accountable.

Ambassador Yañez-Barnuevo’s statement came after the Council heard a closed-door briefing this morning by Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative for Côte d’Ivoire, Albert Tévoédjré.

Also today, the tripartite monitoring group overseeing the country’s peace process released a report predicting that the 30 September deadline for passage of many of the key legislative texts would not be met.

According to the Linas-Marcoussis agreement, by that date the amendment to Article 35 and legislation concerning the nationality code and the composition of the independent electoral commission should be passed.

But the monitoring group – comprising representatives from UNOCI, the African Union (AU) and the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) – says there is gridlock instead in the National Assembly.

The group’s report urges Secretary-General Kofi Annan, Nigerian President Olusegun Obasanjo and Ghanaian President John Kufour to press President Gbagbo on what obstacles are preventing the passage of an amendment to Article 35.

The report also says Mr. Gbagbo and the political leaders Konan Bedié, Alassane Ouattara and Guillaume Soro should meet to come up with a compromise formula to resolve the Article 35 issue.

* * *

General Assembly

27 September – Security Council reform, calls for a fairer global trading system, disarmament, the threat of terrorism and the gap between the haves and have-nots were among the subjects debated this morning when the United Nations General Assembly’s annual high-level debate resumed for its second week.

Malaysian Prime Minister Abdullah Ahmad Badawi said the veto power held by the permanent members of the Security Council should be regulated “so as to prohibit that power being used at the sole discretion of its holder.” One possibility he suggested was to make certain resolutions of the General Assembly capable of overriding a Council veto.

Mr. Badawi also said “there is an urgent need to stop the tarnishing of the Muslim world by unfair stereotypes,” above all the “increasing tendency” to link it with international terrorism. He said Malaysia showed that Islam does not oppose modernity, democracy or tolerance for people of different cultures, ethnic groups and religions.

Farouk Al-Shara, Syria’s Foreign Minister, said too many mistakes are being committed during the global war against terrorism, whether “in good faith or in bad faith.” People in developing nations had a right to wonder why so many resources are being devoted to military spending when they could instead be channelled into education projects or schemes that boost economic development. History showed political and economic solutions are more effective than military ones.

Chinese Foreign Minister Li Zhaoxing urged the world to champion multilateralism – from international arms control treaties to an open and fair global trading regime – if it wants to cope with the many challenges facing mankind today. He said development is the foundation for human progress, and development cannot begin without peace and stability. Therefore it was essential to work together in the cause for peace. Mr. Li said it was also important to reform and improve the international financial system.

Indonesia’s Foreign Minister Hassan Wirajuda told the Assembly the battle against terrorism can only be won when its root causes are tackled: “the grievances and poignant sense of injustice” about poverty, political oppression, and tyranny and corruption. The war against terrorism can be won, he added, but only if the coalition to fight it is inclusive. Mr. Wirajuda said his own region, Southeast Asia, was making great strides to boost the cause of multilateralism and to build economic development.

Alberto Romulo, Foreign Secretary of the Philippines, said it was time to examine more innovative or creative solutions to the economic problems faced by developing countries, especially micro-finance, the need for debt relief and job generation. “Sub-Saharan Africa pays $10 billion every year in debt service – four times as much money as the countries in the region spend on health care and education,” he observed. Mr. Romulo said the force of globalization meant that crises can spread rapidly, and so it was in the interest of all to prevent them before they occurred.

Saudi Arabian Assistant Foreign Minister Nizar Obaid Madani said his country would host an international anti-terrorism conference in Riyadh next February to give countries an opportunity to discuss how they can cooperate more against the scourge of terrorism. He said it was important to study not just terrorism itself, but practices such as money laundering, arms trafficking and drug smuggling. The minister added the conference should discuss the culture and mindset of terrorists and the structure of their organizations.

Calling on more States to accede to disarmament and arms control treaties and conventions, Foreign Minister Yousef bin Alawi bin Abdullah of Oman said the world should “consider the possibility of establishing collective mechanisms for arms monitoring and control, based on unified standards acceptable to all.” Mr. Abdullah also urged the international community to give financial and technical support to the African Union’s efforts to resolve the crisis in Darfur. Sudan.

Uzbekistan’s Foreign Minister Sodyq Safaev said the illicit drug trade, especially from neighbouring Afghanistan, posed an enormous challenge to the security and development of Central Asia. He said the drug trade had fused with terrorism and extremism to create a particularly menacing trans-national threat. It was also vital to give humanitarian assistance to the Afghans to help the country become re-integrated into the region. Mr. Safaev called for the establishment of a nuclear weapons-free zone in Central Asia.

Keith Knight, Foreign Minister of Jamaica, said the gap between rich and poor nations must be narrowed – “otherwise many developing countries will continue in a downward spiral of declining income and increased poverty, with painful consequences for political and social instability and recurring humanitarian crises.” He also said the recent wave of hurricanes which wreaked havoc in the Caribbean highlighted the need to have special financing deals for affected countries so they can quickly reconstruct their economies.

The Head of Delegation of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK), Choe Su Hon, criticized “the moves of the outside forces to isolate and stifle the DPRK,” and said his country was committed to achieving national reunification of the Korean peninsula and durable peace. Mr. Choe said the DPRK had “no other option” but to develop a nuclear deterrent as “a legitimate self-defensive means” against the aggression of other States. He added the goal was still de-nuclearization of the peninsula.

Mongolia’s Foreign Secretary Radnaabazaryn Altangerel called for a campaign to promote disarmament on many fronts, from the nuclear weapons that potentially threatened the nearby Korean peninsula to the small arms and light weapons that lead to instability and retard development in much of the world. Mr. Altangerel also emphasized the need to aggressively tackle the increasing disparity between affluent nations and poor States – especially the cost of servicing debt and the inequalities in global trade.

* * *

Burundi

27 September – The United Nations peacekeeping mission in Burundi today offered its condolences to the family of a staff member who was shot to death on Saturday night in the capital Bujumbura.

Abdoulaye Maiga, 33, a Senegalese national who worked as an official volunteer with the UN Operation in Burundi (known by its French acronym ONUB), was married and had two children.

In a statement issued in Bujumbura, ONUB said it was investigating the details of Mr. Maiga’s death and urged the Burundian authorities to do everything they could to bring the perpetrators of the killing to justice.

* * *

Middle East

27 September – A senior United Nations official today voiced sorrow at the death of a 10-year-old Palestinian girl who earlier this month had been hit by a bullet while sitting at her desk at a UN-run school in Gaza.

“I am horrified by this death, and I have conveyed my deepest condolences to the victim’s family,” said Peter Hansen, Commissioner-General of the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA).

Raghda Adnan Al-Assar died last Wednesday at Gaza European Hospital in Khan Younis. She was hit by a bullet from the Israeli Defence Forces (IDF) while attending the UNRWA Elementary School on 7 September.

UNRWA said the tragic event occurred despite its numerous calls to the Government of Israel to instruct the IDF to stop firing at or in the vicinity of the Agency’s schools. “The response of the Israeli authorities has routinely been to deny that such firing took place or to cite ongoing security necessity,” the Agency said.

Mr. Hansen blamed the death on “military violence which is completely unnecessary and simply cannot be justified: schools are supposed to be havens of safety for the children.” 

“On countless occasions I have called upon the Israeli authorities to respect their obligations under the CRC and under international humanitarian law in general, and to stop firing on the schools, fearing that innocent schoolchildren would inevitably be killed,” he added. “Now it has happened. It is a tragic and senseless death. We have all failed to protect this child. Such killings must stop.”

* * *

Afghanistan

26 September – With momentum building for the collection of arms in Afghanistan as voters prepare to go to the polls in an historic election next month, the United Nations Mission there (UNAMA) today announced that nearly half of all operable and reparable heavy weapons in the country have been turned in.

So far, 1,916 heavy weapons have been cantoned in Jalalabad, Gardez, Kunduz, Mazar-i-Sharif, Kabul, Kandahar and Herat, while the process is scheduled to begin this week in the Panjshir Valley, according to UNAMA spokesman Manoel de Almeida e Silva.

“The Afghanistan New Beginnings Programme started collecting heavy weapons in Herat just eight days ago and has already moved about 130 of the 286 heavy weapons known to exist in the west,” he said. “Cantonment began in Kandahar just six days ago and already 86 of the 337 heavy weapons in the area have been moved to a cantonment site as well.”

Meanwhile, the number of officers and soldiers who have started their return to civilian life “is rapidly approaching the 17,000 mark,” the spokesman reported.

Those men are beginning the process of reintegration into civil society. So far most have chosen to go into agriculture, while others are seeking training in areas like carpentry, tailoring and metal work. A small percentage has opted to join the national army and the national police.

* * *

Tropical Storm Jeanne

27 September – At least 1,330 people are dead, another 1,056 are missing and the lives of nearly 300,000 others have been badly affected because of Tropical Storm Jeanne, the United Nations Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) reported today.

The death toll continues to climb as humanitarian agencies reach towns and villages in Haiti’s north that were previously cut off because of the flooding and landslides that followed the tropical storm.

Most of the known casualty toll so far comes from Gonaïves, Haiti’s third largest city, where as much as 80 per cent of the city was inundated immediately after the storm passed.

But the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said that in the town of Ennery more than 100 people have been killed and 150 houses have been destroyed.

OCHA reported that shelter materials, beds, sheets, tools and fuel are urgently needed to help repair homes and other buildings across the battered north. The risk of water-borne diseases is also said to be high.

MINUSTAH troops have been used to protect aid agencies in the distribution of food and water purification tablets because of the threat of looting, while in some cases the troops have been doing the distribution themselves.

In other humanitarian developments:

· The World Health Organization (WHO) has handed out enough basic medicines, food and household materials to last 10,000 people for three months, while many non-governmental organizations (NGOs) are delivering clean water by tanker truck.

· The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is spending $400,000 to provide emergency supplies of seeds, fertilizer and tools to help farmers resume work as soon as is practical, part of a brace of projects around the world to help communities recover in the wake of natural disasters.

· UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) Executive Director Carol Bellamy will visit Gonaïves on Wednesday to inspect relief efforts.

* * *

WMD proliferation 

27 September – The ability of countries to prevent terrorists, black marketers and other private interests from acquiring weapons of mass destruction (WMDs) will soon get essential support from a Security Council committee set up to monitor the problem, the panel’s chairman said today.

The so-called 1540 Committee, named after the Security Council resolution which established the body in April, has already received reports from Turkmenistan and Malta and would soon be fully functional, Ambassador Mihnea Ioan Motoc of Romania told reporters at UN Headquarters in New York.

Numerous national leaders addressing the General Assembly during its annual high-level debate have been warning that the risk of WMDs reaching terrorists is the most ominous current security threat, he said.

Resolution 1540 calls on States to adopt legislative and administrative regulations to deal with WMD proliferation and to report within six months on their efforts to execute the measure’s requirements. The deadline for the first reports is 28 October.

Because the text was adopted under Chapter VII of the UN Charter, in theory the 15-member Council has the power to enforce decisions relating to it through tribunals, embargoes or military force after all peaceful means of persuading delinquent Member States have been exhausted.

As chairman of the WMD committee, Ambassador Motoc has contacted the Directors-General of the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) in a bid to coordinate their work on non-proliferation.

* * *

Bird flu

27 September – The United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) today warned that the bird flu epidemic in Asia is a “crisis of global importance,” and predicted that the virus, which continues to circulate in the region, will probably not be eradicated in the near future.

In a joint statement with the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE), FAO said the avian influenza problem will continue to demand the attention of the international community for some time to come. The two agencies called for more research into the role wildlife, domestic ducks and pigs have in transmitting the virus among animals, and warned that a permanent threat to animal and human health continues to exist.

While much progress has been made in early detection and reaction, countries still need to step up proactive surveillance and control measures, the agencies said, calling for major investments to strengthen veterinary services, in particular for surveillance, early warning, detection, reporting and response. They also advocated the rehabilitation and restructuring of the poultry sector.

In response to recent controversies on vaccinations against bird flu, OIE and FAO reiterated that the slaughter of infected animals is the best way of controlling and ultimately stamping out the disease.

The two agencies stressed that vaccines, if used, should be produced in accordance with the international guidelines.

* * *

Southern Africa

27 September – With United Nations backing, a new multimillion dollar project was launched today to prevent a recurrence of the massive loss of life caused by flooding along the Limpopo river in southern African in recent years.

The project, funded by the UN Environment Programme’s (UNEP) wing of the Global Environment Facility and executed by the UN Human Settlements Programme (HABITAT), aims to improve the way land along the river is managed, boost the ability of governments, local authorities and communities to respond to extreme flooding events and establish early-warning systems.

A key feature will be improving cooperation among the three countries concerned – Mozambique, South Africa and Zimbabwe – as well as forging closer links in areas such as flood forecasting in consultation with other nations that have dams on the Limpopo.

Studies pinpointing regional and national gaps in flood warning and alert systems will be undertaken alongside improved training for national experts in these areas. In addition, surveys of “safe” areas will also be carried out to identify areas along the lower Limpopo River basin where both people and livestock can go when a flood alert is issued.

* *** *

Daily Press Briefing by the Office of the Spokesman for the Secretary-General
AND THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT

 

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General, and Djibril Diallo, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.

Good afternoon.

**Sudan - Arbour/Méndez
The High Commissioner for Human Rights, Louise Arbour, concluded her visit to Sudan over the weekend by saying in a press statement issued in Khartoum the vast numbers of internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Darfur continue to live in a climate of fear, with no confidence in the authorities to protect them from ongoing abuses.

The High Commissioner and Juan Méndez, the Secretary-General's Special Adviser on the prevention of genocide, spent a week in the western Sudanese region and in Khartoum to explore what further immediate action could be taken to improve the protection of all civilians in Darfur, paying particular attention to the most vulnerable, especially the internally displaced. 

They will submit a report with recommendations to the Secretary-General and are expected to address the Security Council.  A date has not yet been set.

The High Commissioner and Mr. Méndez said their assessment revealed a considerable gap in the perception of the situation between the authorities on the one hand and the internally displaced, international agencies, and national and international non-governmental groups on the other.

**Sudan - Lubbers
Visiting camps for internally displaced people in western Sudan’s Darfur region, UN High Commissioner for Refugees Ruud Lubbers called for a complete end to violence and for the Government to work with international agencies to rebuild confidence in the region.

UNHCR also reports that at one camp that Lubbers visited on Monday, displaced people said up to three Darfurians had been killed by militiamen outside the camp over the past few days.

**Security Council
The Security Council is holding consultations today on Côte d’Ivoire.  And a press statement is expected. 

The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Côte d’Ivoire, Albert Tevoedjre, is briefing Council members on the latest report and on recent developments.

Also out today as a document is the third report of the Tripartite Monitoring Group, made up of the United Nations, the African Union and the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) established under the Accra III Agreement.  And that report covers the period 1 to 15 September.

It says that “Judging by the proceedings in the National Assembly, it is self-evident that the timetable set by the Accra III Agreement for the passage of the legislative texts envisaged under the Linas-Marcoussis Agreement might not be met by 30 September.  This should come as no surprise, as the legislative procedures and power play in these matters all too often demonstrate.” 

The report concludes that it is now also time to see what other demarches could be undertaken to get the four major political leaders, President Laurent Gbagbo, former President Henri Konan Bedie, Alassane Ouattara and Guillaume Soro, to meet with a view to taking another critical look at what political formula can be found to resolve the outstanding issues.

**Burundi
The UN’s Operation in Burundi today extended its condolences to the family of a UN Volunteer, of Senegalese nationality, who was shot to death in Bujumbura over the weekend.

The mission says it continues to investigate the circumstances of his murder and urges the Burundian authorities to do everything within their capacity so as to identify and bring to justice the perpetrators of this act.

**UNRWA
The UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, known as UNRWA, issued a press release today in which it expresses its deepest sorrow at the death of a 10-year-old Palestinian girl.

She died from injuries after having been hit by Israeli gunfire while sitting at her desk at an UNRWA-run school in Gaza on the 7th of September.  Full text is available upstairs.

**Afghanistan
As election day approaches in Afghanistan, the UN Mission in that country is reporting greater momentum in the collection of heavy weapons.  So far, it says, more than 1,900 heavy weapons have been collected, close to half of all the operable and repairable such weapons in the country.

We have more details in yesterday’s briefing notes from Kabul, which also mention the efforts to register out-of-country Afghan voters in Pakistan, starting this Friday.  We also have a UNICEF press release on polio vaccination efforts in Afghanistan.

**Haiti Update
The UN Mission in Haiti has placed the latest death toll from tropical storm Jeanne at 1,330, with 1,056 people still missing and close to 300,000 badly affected by the floods.  According to the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, there is still an urgent need for shelter materials, beds, tools and fuel, and the risk of the spread of water-borne diseases remains high.  Humanitarian agencies are providing relief where possible, but are hindered by damaged roads and the threat of looting.  

UN peacekeepers are providing security for food distribution, with an additional 140 troops assigned to do this over the weekend.  Argentine troops are also distributing food and water-purification tablets.

Over the past few days, UN humanitarian agencies and their NGO partners have distributed more than 120 metric tonnes of food as well as basic medicines and household materials.  NGOs are delivering clean water by tanker truck.  As floodwaters recede and access opens up, humanitarian agencies are discovering that flooding has killed hundreds and affected thousands more in the towns and villages north and west of hard-hit Gonaives.  Further information is available in a press release from the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs.

We also have a media advisory on the upcoming travel to Haiti by the Executive Director of the UN Children’s Fund -- that’s UNICEF -- Carol Bellamy. 

Finally, we have a press release from the Food and Agriculture Organization about a project to assist countries in the Caribbean and some parts of Latin America affected by the devastating, ongoing hurricane season.

**FAO - Bird Flu
The Food and Agriculture Organization and the World Organization for Animal Health have called the avian influenza -- or “bird flu” -- epidemic in Asia a "crisis of global importance" that will continue to demand the attention of the international community. 

The two organizations say that recent outbreaks in China, Viet Nam, Cambodia, Malaysia and Thailand show that the virus continues to circulate in the region and probably won’t be eradicated in the near future. 

They say major investments are required to strengthen veterinary services, more research is urgently needed on the role of wildlife, domestic ducks and pigs in transmitting the virus among animals -- and a permanent threat to animal and human health continues to exist.

FAO has published guidelines to review the factors that should be taken into account in designing and implementing control programmes for the virus.  We have more upstairs in a press release.

**UNEP - LimpopoRiver
The UN Environment Programme is funding a multimillion dollar project to reduce the impacts of flooding on the lower LimpopoRiver in Mozambique.  The initiative is in response to the devastating loss of life and livelihoods which recently occurred in the region. 

You may remember the television images of villages and homes washed away in the year 2000 by the worst floods there in living memory, and particularly, the plight of one woman who gave birth to her daughter up a tree, as the floodwaters swirled around her. 

The project aims to improve the way land along the river is managed, boost the ability of governments, local authorities and communities to respond to extreme flooding events and establish early warning systems.  We have more in a UNEP press release on that.

**UNU - Trade Report
Also, we have upstairs a release from the UN University’s research arm, on its study of the impact of the World Trade Organization regime on developing countries.

The study evaluates the prospects and challenges of trade-led growth for these countries, and provides policy recommendations.

The study will be presented by the study’s director and one of its contributors at the Dag Hammarskjöld Library auditorium this Wednesday at 11:00 a.m.

**S-G’s Meetings Last Week
The unexpectedly high number of heads of State and government attending this year’s General Debate in the General Assembly has also put additional pressure on the Secretary-General’s schedule. 

We did a count of his meetings last week, and found that he managed to see 49 heads of State or government, 14 foreign ministers and three other high-ranking officials.  Friday was the most intense day, when he had 20 high-level appointments.  We’ll keep track of those figures and give you the final total when the general debate ends this Friday.

**Press Conferences this Afternoon
One press conference to announce:  at 12:45 in this room today, Ambassador Mihnea Motoc of Romania, the Chairman of the Security Council’s Committee established pursuant to resolution 1540 of 2004, which is on arms control, disarmament and non-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction.  He’ll brief you on the work of that Committee.

Any questions before Djibril comes up to report on the General Assembly? Liz?

**Questions and Answers
Question:  Fred, you mentioned the gap in perception that Louise Arbour and Méndez had found regarding the Sudan.  Can you expand a little bit on that, explain what you mean?

Spokesman:  I’d prefer if she did that.  She’s coming here on Wednesday of this week and I was already asked at the end of last week if I would bring her before you, and we will do that.  Or, we’ll give you the number of her press spokesman and we’ll see if he can.  I’m just not in touch with her and so I can’t go any further than I already have.

Question:  So that’s what they gave you?

Spokesman:  Yes.  Nothing else?  Djibril, come on up.

Spokesman for General Assembly President
Thank you, Fred. Good afternoon. 

The General Assembly, or rather, the general debate, continued today, and the Assembly heard addresses by several leaders, including the Prime Minister of Malaysia; the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Syrian Arab Republic; the Minister for Foreign Affairs of China; and the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Indonesia.  The General Assembly also heard the Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Philippines and His Royal Highness Prince Saud al-Faisal, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Saudi Arabia.

At the end of the general debate last week, there were about 90 statements that were made.  Among them it is noteworthy to mention the theme that emerged regarding the Africa region, for instance, that was brought out, especially by President Olusegun Obasanjo.  I’m picking him out in particular because he is speaking on behalf of the African Union.  He’s the Chairman of the African Union.

Issues of concern regarding the increasing poverty in the African continent were raised, and speaking at a high-level meeting of the UNDP/UNFPA Executive Board, President Obasanjo said on Thursday that the African continent would require more than $65 billion in annual investment to meet the Millennium Development Goal of reducing poverty by half by the year 2015.  The current AU Chairman said that there was no programme designed to promote stability, peace, growth, development and democracy in Africa other than NEPAD, the New Partnership for Africa’s Development.  And I quote President Obasanjo:  “Hence it is possible to state categorically that the realization of the MDGs is tied closely to progress and implementation of NEPAD.”

The Nigerian leader also sought increased support for Africa in the areas of agriculture, conflict resolution and management, water and sanitation, health -- particularly the fight against HIV/AIDS -- education, energy and infrastructure.

A second item of my briefing:  the general debate is supposed to end on the 1st of October, but in all likelihood it will end on the 30th of September.  And for your own planning purposes, I would like to give you items which will be considered in the near future.  This is the schedule of plenary meetings, as part of the work of the General Assembly. 

On Monday, 4th of October, the General Assembly will take jointly two items as part of its debate.  One item, which is agenda item 52, will be on the revitalization of the work of the General Assembly.  The second one is, part of agenda item 54, which is the strengthening of the United Nations system.  These are telegraphically referred to as the reform issues. 

On Thursday, 7th of October, there will be a report of the Secretary-General on the work of the Organization, agenda item 10.  And, as part of the maintenance of international peace and security, organizational, administrative and other matters, the General Assembly will consider on Monday, 11th of October, an item called Notification by the Secretary-General under Article 12, paragraph 2 of the Charter of the United Nations. 

And on that day, also, that is, Monday, 11th of October, the other item on reform will be reviewed, that is, the report of the Security Council, especially to do with questions of equitable representation and an increase in the membership of the Security Council and related matters.

Under the item, an agenda item called promotion of sustained economic growth and sustainable development, in accordance with the relevant resolutions of the General Assembly and recent United Nations conferences, commemoration and observance, the plenary session will review, on Thursday, 14th of October, item 45, called commemoration of the tenth anniversary of the International Conference on Population and Development. 

There will be the election of the five non-permanent members of the Security Council on the 15th of October, and so on.

A third item has to do with the appointments of the President of the General Assembly.  Mr. Jean Ping, President of the fifty-ninth General Assembly, met this morning at 8:30 with His Excellency Salim Salim of Tanzania, who is a former Secretary-General of the Organization of African Unity and a former President of the General Assembly.  The President of the General Assembly also met with the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Ukraine and the Prime Minister of Malaysia, and he will attend a reception this evening offered by the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Indonesia on the occasion of the fifty-ninth anniversary of Indonesia’s independence.

And the update of the list of speakers remains the same.  So I’ll just put it at your disposal without necessarily going through it.

Thank you.  Any questions? Yes, go ahead, please.

**Questions and Answers
Question:  You said 15 October is the election of the five non-perms of the Council.  What was the date for the report on the increase in membership?  The report of the Council, you said, on the increase in membership of the UN?

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  Yes, that will be on Monday, 11th of October, in the morning.

Question:  And that’s the report to the committee?  Or, what exactly is that?

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  It’s the report of the Security Council.  Item 11 of the agenda.  This is all, by the way, contained -- I should have mentioned this earlier -- in document A/INF/59/3.

Question:  And this is in regard, explicitly, to the governing of the Security Council or reforms?  What’s the name of the document?

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  It’s called the report of the Security Council, question of equitable representation on and increase in the membership of the Security Council and related matters.  Item 53. Yes, go ahead, please.

Question:  I’ve been unable to find out exactly how, if they want to increase the number of people on the Security Council, how that starts.  It starts in the General Assembly, and then goes to the Security Council, where it can be vetoed by the perm five?  One of them? In other words, that’s the end?  Is that true?

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  Well, I think that many of you have followed this issue for a long time, and what is coming out is the following.  First of all, among the issues raised with the President of the General Assembly, reform of the Security Council and the strengthening of the role of the General Assembly, is coming very high.  Even if this issue is not brought to complete conclusion during this session of the General Assembly, it’s an issue which has been given very, very high priority.  And you’ll remember, in my last briefing, I was giving you different statistics between membership of the Security Council at the inception of the Security Council, and membership today, versus membership of the General Assembly, and so on.  So that it’s an item which has been considered as such by the General Assembly, and obviously, in full consultation with members of the Security Council, who are members of the General Assembly.

Question:  Do you expect that they’re going to vote this time, this fall, or that they are going just to develop discussion then vote?  What’s the dynamics of this?  And, if they vote, can that be killed in the General Assembly, or could it be killed in the Security Council if they don’t agree on the issue?

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  Okay.  Two items here:  one is, this is the discussion at the plenary level.  As you know, there will be working groups, committees that will be looking at these issues following the plenary discussions.  So this will be, for this time, the first time that it will come as an agenda item in the plenary meetings themselves.  And then we have, starting possibly around -- I don’t want to say too much, but I think around the second week of October or thereabout -- we have the various committees that will start meeting.  But I can check that and get back to you.  One of you, for instance, showed me a report on this very item.  But that was a report of the fifty-eighth session, you see, that will now have to be borne in mind when we are considering the fifty-ninth session.  Yes, please.

Question:  Could you please tell us exactly when the high-level report on UN reform will be out?  Is it the end of November or the beginning of December?

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  It’s interesting that you should raise this because I guess you’re referring to the report of the high-level panel appointed by the Secretary-General.  Is that correct?

Question: Yes.

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  Okay, this has come out very strongly in the statements of the delegations.  I would say, off the top of my head, of the 90 statements, about a third have raised this item.  Now, as to the timing, as you know, this is a report of the Secretary-General of the United Nations, so I’d rather defer to Fred in terms of the timing and so on, because it’s a report to the Secretary-General of the United Nations, which will then be picked up from there.

Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  It’s expected on 1 December.

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  It’s expected on 1 December. Thank you, Fred.  Yes, please.

Question:  Do you anticipate that this will be solved this year, or is it going to drag again to the next year and the year after, and so on?

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  Well, obviously it’s very difficult, the UN being an intergovernmental organization, the resolution or non-resolution of a particular issue or topic depends on the Member States themselves.  But from the Office of the President of the General Assembly, there is a definite sense of urgency to bring this matter to a close in the near future.  If not in this session, certainly in the sessions in the near future.  Yes?

Question:  So, I’m sorry, but back to this item 11, on the report of the Security Council on the increase in the membership of the Council and other bodies, are we expecting to see speeches?  What does it look like when they do this item 11 on the 11th of October?  Do they introduce the item, and then there are speeches?  Is there any sort of motion passed?  What happens then?

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  As you know, the agenda is shared with Member States before the General Assembly starts.  And when a programme like this is distributed to the Member States, the President of the General Assembly calls for speakers to come and determine statements vis-à-vis the point.  So that you will have different delegations who will intervene according to the different agenda items, having had the chance to think them over, since the agenda was distributed way before they came to the current General Assembly session.  Yes, please.

Question:  For how long could that go?

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  I’m sorry?

Question:  For how long could that go?

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  I don’t understand your question.  I’m sorry.

Question:  I mean, when they start to speak, and everything, the dynamic of that would be for how long?

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  Well, according to this document, we have Monday, 11th of October, and then Thursday, 14th of October, is the item on the commemoration of the tenth anniversary of the International Conference on Population and Development, so I will check for you whether that means that the item will be debated between Monday, 11th of October and Wednesday, 13th of October.  I can double-check that and get back to you.  Yes, please.

Question:  Will there be any changes or discussions about the Charter of the United Nations, and the need for change?

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  Okay, I will check on that and get back to you.  There is an item on the notification by the Secretary-General on the Charter of the United Nations, so I think we’ll double-check that and get back to you.  Thank you.

Question:  But, surely, any discussion on the recasting of the Security Council will call for a change in the Charter of the United Nations?  Because the Charter mentions, firstly, the size of the Security Council, and then they had an amendment that changed it to 15.  And now they want to talk about 22 or 24 to 26, or 25, or 6, or more, you know, you hear these numbers.  So any one of those, if it comes to a vote, and is not vetoed by one of the perm 5, then it becomes a change in the Charter, surely? 

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  Okay, I’ll double-check it and get back to you.  I don’t want to say it for sure, because I’m not absolutely certain.  I mean, it makes sense to me what you’re saying, but I’d rather double-check and give you the correct information.  Yes?

Question:  Still with the reform of the Security Council, last week, a number of delegations issued a declaration, the Italians, the French, in which they expressed certain preoccupations, and certain ideas, regarding reform of the Security Council.  How does the President of the General Assembly read this declaration?

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  The President of the General Assembly has taken note of statements, individually and collectively, by Member States regarding reform of the Security Council.  Since you are in the media, you know that certain groups of countries have also got together and have made statements vis-à-vis the Security Council.  Certain regions have made statements.  Like, if you take Africa as a region, there has been a statement by certain African countries regarding membership of the Security Council.  The main concern of the President of the General Assembly is to try to move the process forward in such a way that it reflects the concerns of the membership.  But this issue has been debated for quite some time, and it needs to be brought to a satisfactory conclusion.  So, from where I sit, next to the office of the President of the General Assembly, I see a lot of statements, from different countries, from different regions, from individual countries, from groups of countries, and so on.  But what it all indicates is that this is becoming one of the main items for the agenda of the fifty-ninth session.  Together with the other items that we have mentioned here earlier, that is, the revitalization of the General Assembly, the stopping of the erosion of the Assembly’s authority, because after all, this is the only forum where all countries of the world, from the smallest to the largest, can discuss issues of common concern, and can provide global solutions to the global problems that we all know about.  Yes?

Question:  There has been competition concerning the issue [inaudible], but who is going to decide actually, the whole membership or a group of people?  How are they going to resolve this issue?

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  Again, with all due respect, I wouldn’t want to pre-empt the results of the discussions at this point.  We’re in the hands of the Member States.  Yes?

Question:  Anything about cloning in the calendar?

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  Not yet.  I’ll let you know as soon as it comes forward.  Thank you.

* *** *
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� HYPERLINK  \l "Floodmanagement" ��AllAfrica - New UN-Backed Flood Management Project for Africa's Limpopo River Unveiled� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Forum" ��Gulf Daily News - UN's green group set for forum in Bahrain�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Environment" ��China Daily - ward winners push protection of environment�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Panel" ��China Daily - Panel focuses on air, water, land and energy�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Priority" ��China Daily - Environment set as priority�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Sasakawa" ��Xinhua – UNEP Sasakawa Environment Prize�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Tunis" ��AFP - Un Centre méditerranéen des énergies renouvelables inauguré à Tunis�
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