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Of all birds, the albatross is perhaps the most enigmatic – mystical even. Seafarers’ lore holds that they are the souls of departed sea captains wandering forever solitary across the wide expanse of the oceans. In The Rime of the Ancient Mariner Samuel Taylor Coleridge describes the dark fate that befalls a seaman foolhardy enough to kill one. 

Yet, alarmingly, these large birds are dying in their thousands every year. Extinction is imminent for many species of albatross. The Amsterdam albatross, named after Amsterdam Island in the Southern Indian Ocean, is about to disappear – there are only 80 individuals left in the world. Seventeen other species are critically endangered. 

Incredibly, many of the birds are needlessly killed and huge numbers could easily be saved by implementing several simple measures. By far the biggest killers are longline fishing hooks that snag hundreds of sea birds every day and drag them to their death in the depths of the ocean.

One fishing trawler in New Zealand recently reported catching 300 birds in a single day. It is estimated that at least 100 000 albatrosses are killed by fishing lines around world every year. And yet, with a few simple precautions, virtually all these deaths could be avoided.

In an attempt to highlight the dire plight of albatrosses as well as solutions, veteran seafarer and adventurer John Ridgway has embarked on a year-long cruise across the oceans of the southern hemisphere. He is following the migration routes of these long-distance fliers – some sail up to 2 400km at a stretch before returning to land – and hopes to raise awareness of these majestic creatures, and the measures that can be taken to save them.

When I met the crusty seaman in October, he had just arrived in Cape Town after a five-week long trip from Scotland. He and his crew were busy replenishing supplies on board his trusty English Rose VI – the 57-foot ketch that was going to carry him and his crew, including his wife, Marie Christine, around the globe.

Ridgway has spent many years at sea, in one way or another (he rowed across the North Atlantic in 1966) and has made numerous voyages across the southern and northern oceans, where he has encountered many different species of albatross.

“I have spent many months at sea and have often been graced with the presence of these extraordinary birds sailing overhead,” he said. “Sadly, many of these majestic creatures are being wantonly killed every year. I cannot just sit idly by while the slaughter continues.

“My volunteer crew, all experts in their fields, are giving up to a year of their lives to help me. This is the very least we can do. It may be the last chance for the albatross.”

On the first leg of their voyage, they sailed from Cape Town to Melbourne. The journey was due to take them seven weeks and down into frigid polar waters. Here they entered the domain of the wandering albatross – the world’s largest, with a wingspan of 3,5m. Unfortunately, it is also one of the most aggressive feeders and most at risk from the dangers posed by longline fishing.

Longline fishing is a huge industry that became prevalent during the 1980s. This method of fishing involves baiting thousands of hooks and trailing them – on a long line – behind fishing boats. Seabirds scavenging behind the boats try to eat the bait from the hooks. The birds swallow the hooks and are dragged underwater and drowned. 

Experts estimate that more than 300 000 seabirds of all kinds are killed every year by these long lines. The latest figures from Birdlife International indicate that all 21 species of albatross are now threatened. 

The measures that can be taken to prevent these deaths involve keeping the hooks out of the birds’ reach. One of the most successful involves the use of a setting tube that forces the hooks deep underwater as they leave the boat. Operating on a similar principle, the hooks can also be weighted, causing them to sink more rapidly.

Another, less effective method involves flying long fluttering streamers behind the boats to scare the birds off – much like scarecrows in a field. Other measures include using thawed (instead of frozen) bait, as this sinks more rapidly; dying the bait blue (apparently this puts the albatrosses off); and releasing the hooks at night, when the birds are less likely to be feeding.

While these measures are not very costly, very few boats bother to implement them. The main reason is that few countries are bound by any legislation that protects the albatross.

One of the principal pieces of legislation to protect the birds is the Agreement on the Conservation of Albatrosses and Petrels (ACAP), drafted at the Bonn Convention on Migratory Species in 2001. This agreement requires signatory states to take specific measures to reduce seabird fatalities from longlining.

While the agreement has been signed by 11 countries, including the United Kingdom, Spain, France, Brazil, Chile, Peru and Ukraine, it has only been ratified by four countries – Australia, New Zealand, Ecuador and South Africa. A minimum of five ratifications are required for the agreement to enter into force and become legally binding. Other countries with large fishing operations, such as Argentina, China, Japan, South Korea and the United States, have not yet signed the agreement.

Besides the lack of specific legislation to protect seabirds, there are the “pirate” fishing fleets registered in countries that are not bound by international regulations – such as Antigua, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Bermuda, Cambodia, Honduras, Liberia, Malta, Mauritius, Panama and Vanuatu. These fleets are almost completely unregulated and engage in illegal fishing practices.

There are at least 1 000 large-scale pirate fishing vessels registered under flags of convenience. The majority are owned by companies based in Taiwan, Spain, Belize, Panama, Singapore, South Korea, Japan and China.

The pirates are the boats most likely to engage in longline fishing for the lucrative southern bluefin tuna and Patagonian toothfish. They frequently set lines up to 130km long. Attached to the lines are millions of baited hooks. These boats operate with total disregard for the number of seabirds they kill. 

The Australian and South African governments recently co-operated in the high-profile seizure of a Uruguayan- registered ship, Viarsa, after it was suspected of illegal fishing. When it was captured after a three-week chase across the seas, 85 tonnes of Patagonian toothfish worth almost $1-billion were found onboard. Who knows how many albatrosses were sacrificed during this catch.

Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the United Nations Environment Programme, which supports the migratory species convention, said recently: “Over the past decade or so, the threats to albatrosses and other seabirds from longliners has become an increasing source of concern. Clearly, we are dealing with another example of unsustainable fishing practices which must be tackled as a matter of urgency.”

The illegal fishing industry is large and difficult to police. Fish are sometimes transferred at sea to vessels to be landed in coastal states, for example Mauritius, that are not bound by controls. Many developing nations also lack the resources to police their waters effectively and prevent illegal vessels from operating. 

On his voyage, Ridgway will be on the lookout for pirate fishing boats and signs of illegal fishing. He is adamant that the problem of longline fishing can be overcome. “All it requires is a captain with the will to do so, on every boat.” 

To achieve this, he is urging all concerned bodies to press their governments to ratify the agreement on the conservation of albatrosses and petrels. Once this is achieved, it will be possible to regulate the industry, he maintains.

Organisations such as Birdlife International are recommending that observers supervise the capture, packing and sealing of legally caught fish, so that they can issue certificates stating that catches are “albatross-friendly”. 

Ridgway hopes his voyage will publicise the plight of albatrosses around the globe, and help bring about urgent measures to protect them. Because, he said, “If these great birds disappear from the face of the Earth, we can’t be far behind.” 

______________________________________________________________________

PANA

Aide de DHL à un projet pour la survie des grands singes

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Certains des bureaux de conservation de la nature parmi les plus mal lotis du monde, dont le personnel est pourtant en première ligne dans la sauvegarde des grands singes menacés d'extinction, vont entrer dans l'âge de l'informatique grâce à DHL, une des plus grandes sociétés mondiales de logistique et de messagerie express.

Selon un communiqué de presse du Programme des Nations unies pour l'environnement (PNUE) rendu public mardi, DHL a mis gratuitement à la disposition des responsables de la conservation en Afrique de l'Ouest et du Centre du matériel essentiel de bureau acheté par son partenaire britannique, la Born Free Foundation (BFF).

La compagnie multinationale a fait ce don en réaction à un appel du Projet de l'ONU pour la survie des grands singes (GRASP). Elle devient, de ce fait, partenaire du projet GRASP, la première initiative coordonnée à un niveau international pour la sauvegarde des grands singes.

Les pays qui vont bénéficier de l'aide de DHL sont le Congo, le Mali, le Sénégal, la Guinée et la Sierra Leone -qui abritent tous des populations du chimpanzé occidental, du chimpanzé central et du gorille des bas plateaux occidentaux menacés de disparition.

Actuellement, plusieurs responsables gouvernementaux, qui travaillent dans le domaine de la conservation dans certains des pays les plus pauvres du monde, n'ont pas d'ordinateurs et ne peuvent recevoir des courriels que par le biais de cybercafés peu fiables et qui pratiquent parfois des prix élevés.

Selon le PNUE, ce geste de DHL va aussi rendre la tâche plus facile pour le GRASP et son partenaire basé au Royaume-Uni, la BFF et faciliter le travail de l'équipe de soutien technique du GRASP dans les Etats où sont établis les grands singes.

"La livraison de ce matériel va beaucoup aider les departments de la protection de la faune dans ces pays et renforcer leurs capacités, un des principaux objectifs du GRASP", a declare Robert Hepworth, le responsable de l'initiative de partenariat du GRASP, basée au siège du PNUE à Nairobi, au Kenya.

__________________________________________________________________________

Serbia Info

International support to Serbian Ministry of Environmental Protection 
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Belgrade, Jan 28, 2004 - Serbian Minister of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Andjelka Mihajlov said on Wednesday that the support from key international institutions to the ministry's efforts to ensure the passing of environmental legislation as well as the ratification of 27 international agreements prove the importance of environmental protection for Serbia's joining the European Union.

Mihajlov told a press conference that an environmental protection bill, which represents an A to Z of Serbia's priorities in this area, has been stalled in the Serbian parliament for 18 months.

According to Mihajlov, a legal framework for EU accession will be ready in 2007, when a ministerial conference on environment will be held in Belgrade. She added that by 2015, the implementation of all regulations will be ensured.

John Carstensen of UNEP-ROE (the UNEP's regional office based in Geneva) said that the UNEP's four-day seminar in Belgrade aims to ensure the ratification of key international multilateral agreements and to help their implementation. The seminar also aims to find new opportunities for cooperation between the countries in the region in the field of environmental protection, said Carstensen. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reuters

EU Links Russia's WTO Entry to Kyoto


BERLIN - A senior European Union official has hinted at a possible trade-off in the coming months between Russia ratifying the Kyoto environment treaty and the EU easing Moscow's path to joining the World Trade Organisation. 

"There are signs of a political link between finalising the WTO negotiations and Russia's ratification of the Kyoto protocol," European enlargement commissioner Guenter Verheugen told a German parliamentary hearing. 

"In political contacts it has been noted that one could see it as a political package and I'm quite confident that on both issues we will see movement" in the first half of 2004, Verheugen added. 

Russia shocked the EU last year by suggesting it may not ratify Kyoto, an international treaty to reduce emissions of gases blamed by many scientists for warming the atmosphere. 

Russia can effectively stop the treaty coming into force if it does not ratify after the United States pulled out. The treaty must be ratified by developed nations accounting for 55 percent of air pollution to come into force. Russia with 17 percent of emissions holds a casting vote. 

Some EU states have suggested that if Russia does not ratify the treaty, the bloc should rethink its own policy on restricting carbon emissions, which some fear could make European industry less competitive by increasing its costs. 

Russia, the world's second largest oil exporter, has been seeking WTO entry for more than a decade. The EU is one of the most important power brokers at the Geneva-based organisation and is Russia's main trading partner. 

Verheugen said there was no "formal, legal" link between the two issues but suggested Russia itself saw the two as related. 

"I understand it as an attempt to get us to relax some of our demands for Russian WTO entry and then to compensate for that by signing the Kyoto protocol," Verheugen said. 

In the past, negotiations between the EU and Russia have stalled over Russian gas company Gazprom's export monopoly and the big difference between prices charged for domestic and foreign energy consumers. 
BBC

GM cress could seek out landmines 
By Dominic Bailey 
BBC News Online 


Danish scientists say they have developed a genetically modified plant that will detect unexploded landmines. 
There are believed to be about 100 million unexploded landmines around the world, posing a daily threat to life. 

Plants developed by Copenhagen firm Aresa Biodetection are said to turn from green to red when they come in contact with explosives in the soil. 

But some international mine clearing firms have raised concerns about how practical the plants would be. 

Traditional methods 
At least 26,000 people are killed or injured by mines every year. 

Aresa's aim is to plant its GM plant - an altered thale cress - in landmined areas. Scientists say that within three to six weeks it will change colour in areas where roots come in contact with nitrogen dioxide (NO2) evaporating from explosives in the soil. 

We have to convince people who are actually clearing mines that this system is reliable 
Carsten Meier, 
Aresa Biodetection 

Aresa Chief Executive Simon Oestergaard said the project was still in its early days but it had great potential for land that could be used for different agricultural activities. 

"We don't think our invention will completely replace other methods," he said. 

Landmines are traditionally located by a number of methods including the use of sniffer dogs, heavy machines or metal detectors. The mines can then be carefully removed. 

Aresa says the seeds could be sown by using an off-the-shelf pump or a crop-spraying plane. 

Carsten Meier, of Aresa, told the BBC that they were working with the Danish army and hoped that field trials in live-mine areas could take place within two years. 

"We have to convince people who are actually clearing mines that this system is reliable," he said. 

Geir Bjoersvik, senior adviser on landmines for Norwegian People Aid, said the development was likely to be "a welcome addition to current methods if successfully passing further testing in areas of operation". 

"This is a promising development in the efforts to find a safe and cost-effective solution to detect mines," he said. 

Sealed mines 
But the Halo Trust, the Scottish-based international mine-clearing charity with 5,500 deminers and 120 heavy mine-clearing machines around the world, has raised some concerns about the project. 

Director Guy Willoughby said he was worried that the fresh growth could attract livestock into the mined areas. 

This is not going to give you any more than an indication and we already have that, from the local population 
Bob Gravett 
Mines Advisory Group 

He also said planting the seeds and the follow-up clearance of identified mines would have to add up to less than Halo' s current cost of 40 pence per square metre. 

Bob Gravett, senior technical advisor to the Mines Advisory Group, was also sceptical: "Over the last couple of years we have had bees that can detect mines, then rats and now cress." 

He said relying on the NO2 seepage would not guarantee that all the mines had been detected, as some are specially sealed. 

"The biggest task in mine clearing is proving that there are no landmines in an area," he told BBC News Online. "This is not going to give you any more than an indication and we already have that, from the local population." 

He said land would still have to be totally cleared afterwards to be declared safe. 

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

29 January 2004

General environment news
Cameroon seeks help to repatriate gorillas from Malaysia 
Yaounde, Cameroon (PANA) - The Cameroonian government has appealed to the international community to help repatriate four gorillas illegally exported to Malaysia by tourists from the central African country, Environment Ministry sources said in Yaounde Wednesday. Officials at Cameroon's botanical garden in Limbe reported that four gorillas illegally exported from the country's forest via Nigeria, were found at the Taipon zoological garden in Malaysia. "After DNA tests, it was discovered that the gorillas are from Cameroon, but the Malaysian party wishes to repatriate the animals to South Africa," the official added. He said the Cameroonian government's move is in line with the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), which the country is signatory to.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng029227&dte=28/01/2004
Probe Into Poisonous Welding Rods
Cape Argus (Cape Town): Cape Town's ship repair industry is the focus of a US-led legal

investigation into the liability of the producers of welding rods that can cause a disease resembling Parkinson's disease in welders. Welders who have had long-term exposure to the fumes created while doing arc welding are said to be at risk of neurological problems due to manganese poisoning. Most standard welding rods used in arc welding contain a large percentage of manganese, and scientific studies have tied these rods to neurological problems often associated with Parkinson's disease. Now a US law firm has joined forces with a firm in Cape Town to investigate whether welders who fell victim to manganese poisoning in South Africa could be linked to a series of class action suits in the US, as lawyers prepare cases against American welding rod manufacturers. At the heart of the local investigation is the ship repair industry, where investigators believe most of the South African victims will be found. US attorney Billy Phillips, representing the New Orleans law firm Sibley, is in Cape Town to investigate. Advertisements calling on welders who believed they were suffering from symptoms akin to Parkinson's disease had been placed in daily newspapers.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200401280420.html
Far East Bird Flu triggers calls for ban on Chinese poultry 
Cape Town, South Africa (PANA) - The Southern African Poultry Association has demanded that the government pre-emptively ban Chinese poultry product from South Africa in the wake of reports of Avian Influenza in the Far East. The association requested dealers to refrain from importing suspect product and asked the retail sector not to purchase imported product from the Far East to protect consumers. According to reports, human infection has occurred with the Asian strains of Avian Influenza. It has never been proven that the virus has been transmitted to humans via meat but handling live birds and exposure to poultry at slaughter are likely to aid such transfers. Food hygiene at the level of handling is most important and can eliminate potential hazards, experts indicate. The virus is also killed by cooking to inner core temperatures of 60-70°C. Earlier last week, South Africa issued a ban on Thai poultry products.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng029137&dte=28/01/2004
Polluting Oil Refineries to Face Scrutiny
Business Day (Johannesburg): Emission licences to be reviewed. Oil refineries polluting the environment have been earmarked for priority attention in coming months by the environmental affairs and tourism department, which will be reviewing emission licences. It also emerged during a parliamentary briefing that Finance Minister Trevor Manuel would announce a new environmental tax when he tables his national budget on February 18. Environmental and tourism director-general Crispian Olver confirmed that a new environmental tax was in the offing, but did not provide details. Chief director in the environmental affairs department told Parliament's portfolio committee on environmental affairs and tourism that the oil- refining industry had been identified as a "hot spot" industry in terms of its pollution emissions into the sea and the air. It had become clear from the department's discussions with the KwaZulu-Natal government that oil spills and air pollution appeared to be on the increase.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200401280170.html
Minister to Launch Air Quality Monitoring Station
BuaNews (Pretoria): Environmental Affairs and Tourism Deputy Minister Rejoice Mabudafhasi will launch 11 Air Quality Monitoring Stations in Durban today. This in response to the high levels of industrial pollution in the South Durban Basin. The plan called the Multi Point Plan (MPP) was conceptualized by the Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism in May 2000 and received Cabinet approval in November 2000. She said her visit to Durban South would also acknowledge the major initiative taken by the MPP to provide an improved and integrated decision making framework for air pollution management at local level, moving towards the reduction of air pollution to achieve health based air quality standards.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200401280221.html
Flood cuts off Mozambique's Tambara district 
Maputo, Mozambique (PANA) - Tambara district in central Mozambican province of Manica has been cut off from the rest of the province by rain-induced floods on the Muira River, a tributary of the Zambezi, national news agency, AIM reported Wednesday. The heavy rains have also caused serious damage to houses in Chimoio, the provincial capital, and in other districts. Tambara district administrator told reporters Tuesday that movement of people and goods to and from Tambara has been interrupted. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng029207&dte=28/01/2004
Okavango River Continues to Rise
The Namibian (Windhoek): THE Okavango River has been rising steadily, by some seven centimetres a day, since the weekend. Yesterday NamWater measured the water depth at 7,53 metres – it measured 7,46 m on Monday. Although it is not unusual for the water level to reach seven metres, this usually happens only around April. This time last year, the river was running at 4,7 metres. The current levels are the highest reached since 2000. At present the water level is not far off one of its highest levels ever - 7,62 m, measured in April 1992. Municipal officials say the rising river is not yet threatening the town but warnings have been issued about the possibility of more crocodiles swimming towards the urban area.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200401280101.html
Tropical storm threatens Rodrigues Island 
Port-Louis, Mauritius (PANA) - Tropical storm Frank was about 800 km north of Rodrigues Island Wednesday morning, moving slowly southwards, according to meteorological sources here. Meteorology Director said, though, that Frank was unlikely to reach Mauritius and Rodrigues before the weekend. "We are monitoring the situation very closely because the region is very active with Elia and Frank, and maybe another storm soon," he explained. Meanwhile, the weather remained very rainy in Mauritius, with thunderstorms across the island.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng029153&dte=28/01/2004_
ROAP Media Update – 29 January 2004

UN or UNEP in the news

China, France vow to work for solution of global issues  
PARIS, Jan. 27 (Xinhuanet) -- China and France have agreed to work for the solution of global issues in a joint declaration signed Tuesday by visiting 
…    In a bid to draw more international attention to environmental issues, the two countries support the strengthening of the role of the UN Environment Program (UNEP) and broad discussions on the reform of the UNEP. 

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-01/27/content_1289221.htm 

*****************

UNEP China Office’s input to ROAP news update – 28 January 2004

General Environment News
Environment and Health Safety Project launched in Beijing

China Daily  2004-01-28

Beijing launched the Environment and Health Safety Project last week in order to promote the development and expansion of environmental industries. 

Government departments will issue a series of policies to encourage private investors to invest in the environmental protection market. 

Beijing Jiangchuan Weiye Technological Development Co Ltd became the first environmental protection enterprise to get the health safety certificate authorized by the municipal government.
http://www1.chinadaily.com.cn/en/doc/2004-01/20/content_300424.htm

___________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESSBRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Marie Okabe, AssociateSpokesperson for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.  Today’s guest will be Joseph Chamie, Directorof the Population Division in the Department of Economic and Social Affairs andhe will be here shortly to brief you on international migration policies.

**Tripartite Summit
I have a statementattributable to the Spokesman on the tripartite summit meeting between theSecretary-General, President Paul Biya of Cameroon andPresident Obasanjo of Nigeria.

At the invitation of theSecretary-General and in his presence, President Paul Biya of Cameroon andPresident Olusegun Obasanjo of Nigeria will meet on 31 January 2004 at thePalais des Nations in Geneva in the framework of the work of theCameroon-Nigeria Mixed Commission, which is chaired by the SpecialRepresentative of the Secretary-General for West Africa, Mr. Ahmedou ouldAbdallah.  The purpose of the meetingwill be to discuss the progress achieved so far by the two countries with theassistance of the United Nations in the implementation of the ruling of theInternational Court of Justice of 10 October 2002 on the land and maritimeboundary between both States and to consider the remaining tasks within themandate of the Mixed Commission.

“The 31 January 2004 summit isthe third in a series of meetings between the Secretary-General and the twoheads of state.  It is designed tofacilitate a peaceful settlement of the border issues between Cameroon and Nigeria.  The first one took place on 5 September 2002 in Paris and thesecond was held on 15 November of that same year in Geneva”.

We also will have copies of abackground note on the Commission and that will be available to you upstairs.

**UN Headquarters
Here at UN Headquarters today, there are no Security Councilmeetings or any meetings actually, scheduled today.  UN Headquarters is officially closed due tothe inclement weather.  But as you know,we are here and so are the essential personnel throughout the building.
**Secretary-General in Brussels
Meanwhile, the Secretary-General is in Brussels, Belgium, today, where he isholding meetings with several senior European Union officials, as well as withthe Foreign Minister of Ireland, which currently holds the EU Presidency.

Earlier today, before leaving Paris for Brussels, the Secretary-Generalmet with Chinese President Hu Jintao, telling reporters afterward that they haddiscussed Iraq, Afghanistan, African-Chinesecooperation and the President’s upcoming visit to Africa.

They also discussed UN reform, and President Hu expressed hisstrong support for the United Nations and its work, as well as the need toadapt it and make it stronger.  TheSecretary-General added that he had invited the President to come to theGeneral Assembly this year, while the President had invited him to come to China.

“You’ll be seeing me there,” he promised.
Upon arriving in Brussels, the Secretary-Generalmet one-on-one with European Commission President Romano Prodi, after which hemet with the EU College of Commissioners for an exchange of more than an hour.  They discussed the EU’s relations with theUnited Nations, UN reform, the Doha round of tradenegations, the fight against AIDS and a number of European issues.

Continuing over a working lunch, they discussed migration -- whichwill be the subject of a major speech that the Secretary-General is scheduledto give tomorrow, and which is why Mr. Chamie is here -– as well as Cyprus,Iraq, the Middle East, Iran, Afghanistan and other conflict zones.
The Secretary-General spoke at a press stakeout afterward, and wehope to have that transcript very soon.
**Iraq
And briefly, a few notes before I turn the floor over.  The Secretary-General’s Acting SpecialRepresentative for Iraq, RossMountain, is in Jordan today.  This is his first trip to Jordan since his being namedto that post.  Earlier today, he met withHer Majesty Queen Rania of Jordan.

Mountain expressed the UN’s thanks and deep appreciation for allthe assistance provided to the UN staff members in the aftermath of the 19 Augustbombing.  Mountain will also be meetingwith other senior Jordanian officials as well as UN staff in Amman.

**Middle East
Earlier today, the UN Middle East Envoy, Terje Roed-Larsen, issueda statement in which he deplores the loss of life in GazaCity.  The full text of the statement is upstairs.   

**Afghanistan
We also have from the UN Mission in Afghanistan a statement today inwhich it today voiced its deep shock and outrage at the two attacks that tookplace against members of the International Security Assistance Force today andyesterday.  You can pick that up upstairs.

**Deputy Secretary-General in India
Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette today continued herofficial trip to India and visited a projectcreated by the National Institute of Information Technology and the UNDevelopment Programme to train educators in raising awareness about HIV/AIDS intheir communities.

**Protocol Against Smuggling of Migrants
A landmark United Nations Protocol against the Smuggling ofMigrants by Land, Air and Sea has entered into force today.  The Protocol has been designed to strengthenthe international community’s countering of transnational organized crimegroups and their sophisticated migrant smuggling networks, which exploit humanmisery and make sizeable criminal profits in the process.
**Rwanda
The International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda has adjourned all trialproceedings until tomorrow, while Tribunal officials seek to meet with defenceattorneys who have declared themselves to be on strike.  Tribunal officials dispute any validity tothe attorneys’ claims that they are unable to obtain a fair trial, but say theyare ready to engage in dialogue with the attorneys.

We expect a press release from the Tribunal shortly on the subjectwith more details.
And then finally, before I turn to Mr. Chamie, tomorrow at the noon briefing, our guest is going to be Feride Acar, Chairperson ofthe Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, who will joinus to brief you on the work of the Committee’s 30th session, whichbegan on 12 January and runs until 30 January.
That’s all I have for you. Do you have any questions for me?
Questions and Answers
Question: Do you have anything on the accusations regarding Benon Sevanand the oil-for-food programme?
Associate Spokesperson: All I have on that at the moment is that we haveseen reports of these unconfirmed allegations. The oil-for-food programme, which Mr. Sevan was charged with, has beensatisfactorily audited many times both internally and externally.  The Secretary-General is fully satisfied withMr. Sevan’s performance and integrity in administering what was a massiveand unprecedented humanitarian programme. We have no further comments at the moment on this.
Question: Do you have anything on the Iraq security assessment?Have they reported back or has there been any evolution of theSecretary-General’s decision to send an electoral team to Iraq?

Associate Spokesperson: As you know the security team to assess thesecurity arrangements for an electoral assessment team arrived yesterday.  They are doing their work and that’s all Ihave for you.
Any other questions? If not, here is Mr. Chamie.
* *** *
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